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THE  NATIVITY  IN  ART. 


.FROM    SARCOPHAGUS    OF 
FOURTH    CENTURY. 


11HE  great  cy- 
_    cle  of  divine 

events    which    is 

exhibited    in    the 

Bible    is    divided 

into    two     series, 

the  Old  Testament 

history    and    the 

Gospel       history. 

The  dividing"  point 

is  a  fact,  the  crown 

and    culmination 

of  the  first  series, 

the  germ  and  be- 
ginning of  the  sec- 
ond.   The  theoph- 

anies  of  the  Old 
Testament  are  all  surpassed  and  summed 
up,  the  redemption  history  of  the  New 
Testament  is  opened  and  secured,  in  the 
Nativity  of  Christ.  The  personal  entrance 
of  God  into  humanity,  the  visible  coming 
of  the  Saviour  who  is  to  redeem  the  world, 
the  historical  appearance  of  the  Eternal 
Word  in  mortal  flesh,  the  birth  of  the  di- 
vine Jesus  in  Bethlehem  of  Judaea,  is  the 
central  fact  of  Christianity.  It  is  the  foun- 
dation not  only  of  its  own  specific  doctrines 
•of  the  Incarnation,  but  of  all  the  others 
which  are  most  essential  to  the  system .  It 
is  the  great  miracle  which  makes  the  mi- 
raculous credible.  Take  this  away,  and 
the  whole  fabric  falls  in  ruins.  The  Old 
Testament  is  falsified  because  its  proph- 
ecies remain  unfulfilled.  The  New  Testa- 
ment is  reduced  to  insignificance  because 
its  central  figure  becomes  unreal,  and  all 
its  events  lose  the  heart  of  their  meaning. 
This  fact  is  pivotal.  Accept  this  as  real, 
believe  that  the  Son  of  God  was  conceived 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem,  and  the 
entire  cycle  of  Christian  truth  becomes 
clear,  beautiful,  harmonious,  and  credible. 
It  would  fall  quite  outside  the  scope  of 
this  article  to  attempt  any  proof  or  dis- 
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proof  of  this  historical  fact.  What  I  want 
to  do  is  simply  to  show  the  place  which  it 
has  taken  and  the  treatment  which  it  has 
received  in  Christian  art.  What  has  the 
Nativity  meant  to  those  who  have  believed 
in  it,  and  how  has  this  meaning  been  in- 
terpreted to  the  imagination  of  the  faith- 
ful in  stone  and  on  canvas  ? 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  we  meet 
with  something  strange  and  surprising. 
Should  we  not  expect  to  find  that  from 
the  beginning  the  Nativity  has  been  the 
favorite  theme  of  Christian  art,  the  sub- 
ject with  which  the  reverent  fancy  of  the 
infant  church  has  occupied  itself  most 
frequently  and  most  fondly,  the  scene 
which  occurs  earliest  and  is  most  con- 
stantly repeated  in  the  pictorial  illustra- 
tions of  the  Gospel  history  ?  So  the  ma- 
jority of  essayists  who  have  written  upon 
this  subject  have  told  us.  But  they  have 
not  told  exactly  the  truth.  Their  state- 
ments come  rather  from  a  sense  of  what 
ought  to  be  than  from  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  what  is.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Nativity  does  not  appear  in  any  form  of 
art  until  the  fourth  century;  it  is  repre- 
sented less  frequently  than  many  other 
events  both  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New 
Testament  history;  it  does  not  begin  to 
appear  in  a  central  and  dominant  position 
until  the  thirteenth  century,  and  it  falls 
again,  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
into  a  comparative  neglect. 

What  are  the  reasons  of  this?  —  for 
reasons  there  must  be,  and  not  merely  the- 
oretical explanations,  but  actual  histor- 
ical causes.  An  individual  may  suppress 
or  divert  the  play  of  his  feelings  according 
to  rule  or  whim.  He  may  exalt  or  de- 
press an  event  in  his  imagination,  he  may 
choose  or  refuse  to  picture  it  with  his  mind 
or  his  hand,  for  purposes  which  are  arti- 
ficial and  premeditated.  But  a  commu- 
nity, a  generation  of  men,  is  more  natural 
and  naive.     Its  legends,  its  literature,  and. 
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above  all,  its  ai't.  inevitably  betray  its  in- 
most thought  and  feeling-.  If  the  Nativ- 
ity is  pictured  but  rarely  in  early  Chris- 
tian art,  it  is  simply  because  the  early 
Christians  did  not  think  very  often  or  feel 
very  deeply  about  the  Nativity. 

But  this  reason  is  itself  so  strange  and 
wonderful  that  Ave  can  not  help  looking- 
behind  it  for  a  further  ex})lanation.  We 
must  iind  the  reasons  of  the  reason ;  and 
to  do  this  we  must  understand  something 
of  the  inmost  life  and  thought  of  the  prim- 
itive church  in  the  first  three  centuries. 
Here  we  enter  at  once  into  a  dim  and  misty 
region.  The  systems  of  Christian  doc- 
trines are  not  yet  elaborated.  The  order 
of  church  festivals  is  not  yet  established. 
Even  the  canon  of  Holy  Scripture  remains 
in  partial  uncertainty  and  confusion.  But 
a  few  great  facts  loom  up  massively  in  the 
twilight,  so  that  we  can  hardly  mistake 
them. 

And  first  of  all,  we  feel  the  predomi- 
nant influence  of  the  Resurrection  on  the 
thought  of  the  early  Christians.  This 
was  for  them  incomparably  the  greatest 
event  in  the  history  of  Christ,  because  it 
was  the  pledge  and  proof  not  only  of  His 
Messiahship,  but  also  of  their  own  immor- 
tality. His  crucifixion  was  inseparably 
connected  with  it,  as  the  consummation  of 
His  redeeming  work.  The  entire  history 
of  salvation  was  summed  up  for  them  in 
the  w^ords  ' '  He  died  for  our  sins  and  rose 
again  for  our  justification."  They  did  not 
feel  any  pressing  need  of  looking  beyond 
this  to  inquire  how^  Christ  came  into  the 
world,  or  what  connection  there  was  be- 
tween His  birth  and  His  atoning  death. 
It  was  enough  for  them  that  He  was  there, 
that  He  had  been  crucified  and  raised 
again  for  the  Avorld's  redemption;  and 
therefore  they  were  content  to  centre  their 
thought  and  feeling  upon  the  festival  of 
Easter,  in  which  these  two  great  events 
were  commemorated.  Moreover,  the  pre- 
dominant element  in  their  conception  of 
Christ  was  the  thought  of  His  divinity. 
All  the  apostles,  many  of  the  other  dis- 
ciples, had  seen  Him  in  His  resurrection 
glory ;  none  of  them  had  looked  upon  Him 
as  a  helpless  babe  in  the  cradle.  Especially 
the  controlling  mind  of  St.  Paul  was  filled 
with  the  glory  of  the  only  form  in  which 
he  had  ever  seen  the  Christ — that  form  of 
splendor  shining  above  the  brightness  of 
the  Syrian  noon  —  and  dwelt  naturally 
upon  the  vision  of  divine  majesty  rather 
than  upon  the  lowly  picture  of  human  in- 


fancy. The  epistles  were  written  before  the 
gospels ;  and  of  the  gospels onlj-  one  lingers 
Avitli  tender  emotion  upon  the  details  of 
the  birth  in  Bethlehem.  Perhaps  the  early 
Christians  feared  to  weaken  their  sense  of 
Christ's  present  exaltation  by  dwelling  too 
much  upon  His  past  humiliation.  Cer- 
tainly they  were  more  Avilling  to  give  up 
His  humanity  than  to  limit  in  any  way 
their  assertion  of  His  divinity.  The  earli- 
est heresy  was  Doketism,  which  reduced 
tiie  human  nature  of  Christ  to  an  illusion, 
a  mere  mask  and  simulacrum  of  man- 
hood ;  and  throughout  the  first  three  cen- 
turies we  tind  only  here  and  there  one  of 
the  church  fathers  who  seems  to  realize 
that  Jesus  was  truly  bone  of  our  bone  and 
flesh  of  our  flesh. 

This  was  unfortunate  in  many  ways, 
but  it  was  not  unnatural  ;  for  Ave  must 
remember  that  humanity  Avas  not  A^er\'  hu- 
mane to  the  early  Christians.  This  Avorld 
Avas  a  hard  home  to  them.  Indeed,  it  Avas 
not  a  home  at  all ;  they  did  not  regard  it 
so.  They  Avere  oi)pressed  and  persecuted 
and  martyred,  alike  by  Jews  and  by  pa- 
gans. It  Avas  no  benefit  to  them  to  be 
born.  To  die  Avas  their  true  escape  and 
felicity.  And  so  it  came  to  pass  naturally 
that  they  lived  entirely  in  the  heavenly 
future,  despising  the  present  life,  and  cel- 
ebrating the  martyrs'  death-days  as  their 
true  birthdays.  Thus  the  great  Origen,  in 
a  homily  on  Leviticus,  xii.  2,  assures  his 
hearers  that  "none  of  the  saints  can  be 
found  Avho  ever  held  a  feast  or  a  banquet 
upon  his  birthdaA%  or  rejoiced  on  the  day 
Avhen  his  son  or  his  daughter  Avas  born. 
But  sinners  rejoice  and  make  merry  on 
such  days.  For  we  find  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment that  Pharaoh,  King  of  Egypt,  cele- 
brated his  birthday  Avith  a  feast,  and  that 
Herod,  in  the  Ncav  Testament, did  the  same. 
But  the  saints  not  only  neglect  to  mark  the 
day  of  their  birth  Avitli  festivity,  but  also, 
filled  Avitli  the  Holy  Ghost,  they  curse  this 
day,  after  the  example  of  Job  and  Jer- 
emiah and  David."  While  the  leading 
teacher  of  the  church  was  holding  forth 
after  this  wise,  Ave  can  hardly  expect  to 
find  the  Christians  thinking  much  about 
the  Nativity,  or  dreaming  of  a  celebration 
of  Christmas.  They  regarded  the  entrance 
of  the  Son  of  God  into  humanity  as  an  in- 
cidental circumstance  in  the  history  of  re- 
demption. It  Avas  necessary,  merely,  as 
one  must  pass  through  a  door  in  order  to 
get  into  the  room  where  one  is  to  Avork. 
It  was  a  shameful  humiliation,  but  Avith- 
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out  special  significance.  They  liad  grasp- 
ed the  great  doctrine  of  Atonement,  biit 
they  had  not  yet  taken  hold  of  the  larger 
doctrine  of  Incarnation.  They  believed 
that  Christ  was  born  in  order  that  He  might 
die:  they  had  not  yet  come  to  see  that  He 
had  to  die  because  He  had  been  born. 

I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  this  was  the 
universal  and  unbroken  condition  of 
thought  and  feeling  in  the  church  during 
the  first  three  centuries.  There  were  some 
men  in  advance  of  their  age  who  had 
learned  to  think  of  the  whole  life  of  Christ 
in  its  unity  as  a  life  for  and  with  man, 
crowned  by  His  vicarious  death  and  res- 
urrection. Irenaeus  in  particular  is  wor- 
thy of  special  mention  and  enduring  hon- 


or as  the  first  of  the  fathers  to  bring  out 
the  unfolding  of  all  the  stages  of  human 
life  in  Jesus  Christ;  and  even  though  he 
had  never  written  another  word  than  this, 
he  deserves  to  be  immortal  in  the  memory 
of  the  church  for  having  said,  "The  Son 
of  God  became  a  child  among  the  cliildren 
in  order  that  childhood  might  be  made 
holy." 

This  sentence  holds  the  heart  of  Christ- 
mas. But  it  was  not  until  long  after  it 
was  uttered,  it  was  not  until  the  latter  lialf 
of  the  fourth  century,  that  the  church  at 
large  began  to  feel  and  to  unfold  its  mean- 
ing. Then  it  was  that  she  emerged  from 
the  storm  of  persecution  into  the  sunshine 
of  imperial  favor.    Then  she  saw  that  she 
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had  a  work  to  do  liere  on  earth  in  tlie 
cleansing  and  adorning  of  human  life  with 
the  beauty  of  holiness.  Then  slie  realized 
that  patient  suffering  and  faitliful  death 
were  not  the  only  duties  of  the  Christian, 
but  that,  following  God  in  love,  it  was 
])ossible  to  begin  in  this  world  the  purity 
and  peace  of  heaven.  Then  she  began  to 
feel  the  wondrous  significance  of  the  liv- 
ing entrance  of  the  Son  of  God  into  the 
life  of  man,  and  his  perfect  pattern  of  ho- 
liness in  every  human  relation.  Then 
she  passed  from  the  lower  conception  of 
a  church  saved  out  of  the  world,  to  the 
higher  conception  of  a  world  to  be  saved 
through  the  ministry  of  the  church,  a 
natural  year  to  be  transformed  by  rever- 
ent devotion   and  wholesome   piety  into 


the  Christian  year,  a  redeeming  life  as 
well  as  an  atoning  death  of  Christ,  to  be 
preserved  in  living  remembrance  by  the 
perpetual  commemoration  of  its  chief 
events.  Then  it  was  that,  opening  her 
heart  to  the  humanity  of  religion,  she  be- 
gan to  draw  near  to  the  humanity  of  Je- 
sus, and  to  seek  with  eager  interest  for 
the  day  of  His  birth  that  she  might  make 
it  holy. 

But  what  clew  was  there  to  direct  the 
search  ?  What  reason  could  be  given  for 
choosing  one  day  rather  than  another  for 
the  Christmas  festival  ?  The  gospels,  al- 
ways meagre  in  dates,  were  quite  silent 
here.  They  gave  no  hint  of  the  day  or 
month  of  the  Nativity.  Oral  tradition, 
we  may  be  sure,  was  equally  reticent  or 
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indifferent.  There  were,  indeed,  a  few  of  the  Nativity,  others  preferred  the  20th 
scattered  suggestions  of  the  date  of  Christ's  of  April,  but  he  favored  the  19th  of  No- 
birth  floating  here  and  there  among  the  vember.  In  the  Eastern  Church  the  5th 
writings  of  the  fathers;  but  these  were  or  6th  of  January  was  celebrated  as  the 
all  of  late  origin,  manifestly  unhistorical,  date  of  Christ's  baptism,  and  the  Nativity 
and,  above  all,  quite  contradictory.  Clem-  was  joined  with  this  on  no  better  ground 
ent  of  Alexandria  said  that  many  Chris-  than  a  forced  interpretation  of  Ezekiel,  i. 
tians  regarded  the  20th  of  May  as  the  day  1-3,  as   a  prophecy   of    the   Incarnation. 
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Others  ag-ain  fixed  upon  tlie  21st  of  March 
as  the  day  of  Christ's  birth.  Between 
such  var^'ing  and  sli<^htly  supported  as- 
sumptions there  was  little  to  choose.  A 
historical  date  Avas  clearly  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Nothing  was  left  for  the  church 
to  do  but  to  select  some  day  on  j^rouhds 
of  conv^enience  and  symbolic  significance, 
and  celebrate  it  by  common  consent  as 
Christmas  Day, 

It  would  take  too  long  for  me  to  trace 
the  many  reasons  which  probably  led  to 
the  choice  of  the  25tli  of  December.  It 
was  doubtless  connected  by  a  process  of 
deduction  with  the  day  which  had  al- 
ready been  generally  accepted  as  the  com- 
mon date  of  the  Annunciation  and  of  the 
creation   of   the   world.       Assuming   that 


the  world  was  made  in  the  spring,  because 
it  was  commanded  to  bring  forth  grass 
and  herbs,  and  that  it  was  made  ^vhen 
light  and  darkness  were  equally  divided, 
because  "the  evening  and  the  morning 
were  the  first  daj^,"  it  was  natural,  though 
somewhat  naive,  to  fix  upon  the  vernal 
equinox  (according  to  the  Julian  calen- 
dar, March  25)  as  the  exact  date  of  the 
creation.  He  who  could  question  the 
value  of  such  a  straightforward  and  scrip- 
tural argument  as  this  must  have  had 
more  logic  and  less  piety  than  belonged 
to  the  early  Christians.  And  oiice  hav- 
ing discovered  by  this  easy  method  the 
very  day  on  which  the  world  came  into 
being,  and  the  glorious  light  sprang  out 
of  darkness,  Avhat  more  simple  than  to  as- 
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sunie  tliat  it  was  the  same  day  on  wliicli 
tlie  power  of  tlie  Almi'jrlity  oversliadowed 
Mary,  and  tlie  "  Day-sprinf!f  from  on  hiffh" 
be<raii  His  entrance  into  the  world  ?  No- 
tliiiig-  could  be  plainer.  Even  the  least 
imaginative  of  chronogra pliers  could  reck- 
on forward  from  this  fixed  point  of  the 
Annunciation  nine  months,  and  arrive  at 
December  25  as  the  day  of  the  Nativity. 
And  here  another  wonderful  coincidence 
meets  him.  This  is  the  day  of  the  winter 
solstice,  the  day  when  the  world's  dark- 
ness begins  to  lessen,  and  the  world's  light 
to  grow;  the  day  which  the  ancient  world 
had  long  celebrated  as  the  birthday  of 
the  sun — dies  natalis  solis  invicti :  what 
more  appropi'iate  day  could  be  found  for 
the  birth  of  the  "Sun  of  Righteousness"  ? 
"Behold,  my  brethren,"  says  St.  Augus- 
tine, ''another  instance  of  the  wondrous 
fultillment  of  Scripture.  St.  John  the 
Baptist  is  born  on  June  25,  the  sunmier 
solstice,  when  the  sun  begins  to  decline. 
The  Lord  Jesus  is  born  on  December  25, 
the  winter  solstice,  when  the  sun  begins 
to  ascend.  And  in  this  is  fulfilled  the 
saying,  '  He  must  increase,  but  I  must  de- 
crease.' " 

Does  any  disciple  of  modern  criticism 
sneer  at  this  very  simple  exegesis  ?  Does 
he  venture  to  think  tliat  the  early  Chris- 
tians may  have  been  very  pious,  but  must 
liave  been  even  more  foolish?  Nay,  my 
self-satisfied  but  otherw^ise  discontented 
friend,  it  is  you  who  are  foolish,  when 
you  suppose  that  the  early  Christians  im- 
agined that  they  were  making  history,  or 
settling  chronology  as  a  science,  by  these 
simple  speculations.  Other  and  later 
commentators,  the  fathers  of  the  "Hard 
Church,"  like  Archbishop  Usher,  may 
hav^e  thought  their  elaborate  conclusions 
definite  and  exact.  But  in  the  primitive 
age  faith  was  less  mathematical,  and  all 
that  the  early  Christians  ever  meant  to 
do  was  to  bind  their  devotions  into  har- 
mony with  the  year  of  nature,  and  utter 
their  profound  belief  in  the  vital  unity  of 
the  life  of  Christ  ^vith  the  life  of  the  world. 
Creation  and  redemption,  resurrection  and 
daybreak,  nativity  and  the  returning  of 
the  unconquered  sun — these  are  united 
in  the  thought  of  God,  and  in  the  grati- 
tude of  man.  And  though  the  shepherds 
of  Bethlehem  may  not  have  w^atched  in 
the  fields  by  night  amid  the  rigors  of  mid- 
winter, though  the  tax  registration  of 
Publius  Sulpicius  Quirinus  may  not  have 
taken  place  in  December,  every  heart  that 


fct'ls  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  the 
Christian  faith  can  join  in  the  gladness 
of  that  Christmas  Day  which  has  been 
consecrated  by  centuries  of  holy  joy,  and 
which  celebrates  the  forthcoming  of  a 
new  light  from  the  darkest  and  longest  of 
the  nights  of  earth. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember as  Chi'istmas  Day  is  found  in  an 
ancient  catalogue  of  church  festivals  about 
354  A.I).  And  it  is  suri)rising  to  see  witli 
what  alacrity  the  date  was  received  and 
the  Nativity  celebrated  throughout  Chris- 
tendom. It  seems  as  if  the  world  had 
been  waiting  for  this  festival  of  divine 
and  human  childhood,  and  was  ready  to 
welcome  it  at  once  with  S(^ngs  of  joy.  In 
the  year  360  it  was  already  celebrated  in 
Rome  by  vast  nniltitudes  thronging  the 
churches.  Twenty  years  later,  Antioch 
had  taken  it  up  with  great  popular  enthu- 
siasm. And  in  little  more  than  fifty  years 
from  its  earliest  suggestion,  the  observ- 
ance of  December  25  as  the  da\'  of  the  Na- 
tivity had  become  the  universal  ])ractice 
of  Christians.  St.  Chrysostom,  inaCJirist- 
mas  sermon  preached  at  Antioch,  called 
it  the  fundamental  feast,  or  the  root  from 
which  all  other  Christian  festivals  grow. 

It  is  precisely  at  this  time,  the  latter 
part  of  the  fourth  century,  when  the 
Christmas  festival  begins  to  take  its  place 
in  the  church  year,  that  the  Nativity 
makes  its  appearance  in  art.  In  the 
church  of  St.  Celsus  at  Milan  there  is  a 
rude  stone  sarcophagus  carved  in  relief 
with  five  scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ. 
The  first  of  these  is  probably  one  of  the 
oldest  known  representations  of  the  birth 
of  Jesus.  It  is  a  rude  and  simple  carving, 
as  the  engraving  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article  shows.  It  was  cut  by  some  un- 
known hand  of  little  skill,  and  as  a  work 
of  art,  in  the  technical  sense,  it  is  hardly 
worthy  of  a  moment's  notice;  but  as  a 
revelation  of  child-like  faith  and  reverent 
feeling,  it  is  most  precious.  See  how  sim- 
ply and  yet  how  truthfully  the  liumble 
stone-cutter  has  told  the  story.  The  child, 
wi^apped  in  sw^addling-clothes,  lies  in  a 
manger.  The  thatched  roof  which  covers 
it  is  evidently  the  roof  of  a  stable;  for 
this  primitive  artist  knows  nothing  of  the 
later  tradition  w^hich  laid  the  scene  of 
Jesus'  birth  in  a  grotto.  The  ox  and  the 
ass  are  there,  not  chosen  by  chance  from 
the  possible  inhabitants  of  a  stable,  but 
\vith  reference  to  the  words  of  the  ancient 
prophet:    "The   ox  know^eth  his  owner, 
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and  the  ass  his  master's  crib,  but  Israel 
doth  not  know,  my  i^eople  doth  not  con- 
sider." None  of  tlie  great  and  wise  men 
of  the  nation  are  present,  not  even  a  group 
of  lowly  and  pious  peasants  have  assem- 
bled to  welcome  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Every  line  of  this  simple  carving  tells  of 
the  poverty,  the  humility,  the  obscurity, 
in  which  the  babe  Jesus  was  born. 

But  where  is  tlie  Virgin  Mary,  the  holy 
mother  ?  and  where  is  Joseph,  her  hus- 
band and  protector?  Even  these  familiar 
figures  are  absent,  hidden  in  the  back- 
ground, or  left  out  at  the  side  of  the  pic- 
ture ;  for  the  artist  will  have  all  our  thought 
and  love  fixed  upon  the  central  figure,  the 
innocent  and  helpless  child  in  the  strange 
cradle.      He  lias  not  vet  learned  to  divide 


the  honors  of  the  divine  Son  with  the  fa- 
vored mother,  nor  turned  from  the  low- 
liness of  infancy  to  spend  his  skill  upon 
the  fancied  splendors  of  a  deified  woman- 
liood.  Other  and  later  artists  will  centre 
their  reverence  upon  the  handmaid,  but 
this  man  exalts  her  Lord;  for  the  wor- 
ship of  Mary  has  not  yet  begun,  and  the 
simple  stone-cutter  knows  nothing  of  "the 
Queen  of  Heaven." 

But  one  ray  of  heavenly  g^ovy  he  must 
have — one  touch  to  show  that  this  birth, 
so  lowly  to  the  outward  eye,  has  a  divine 
significance.  And  so  above  the  roof  he 
puts  an  angel,  with  his  right  hand  lifted 
in  wonder  at  the  sight,  and  his  left  hand 
bearing  a  cross,  the  sign  of  the  way  of 
sutferino-  and  death  in  which  Jesus  must 
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afterward  walk.  Thus  reverently  and 
Avith  an  admirable  reserve  does  our  old 
carver  of  stone  coffins  tell  us  what  he 
thinks  of  the  Nativity,  and  with  not  a 
stroke  too  much  or  too  little  for  his  mean- 
ing*, he  leaves  the  Christ-child  lying*  alone 
in  deep  and  solemn  stillness  between  the 
beasts  of  the  stall  and  the  angel  of  God. 
"  Oh,"  but  you  say,  "no  one  can  really 


admire  such  rude  and  primitive  work  as 
this.  It  is  coarse  and  stiff,  like  a  child's 
drawing  on  a  slate.  It  is  positively  ugly, 
and  to  pretend  to  like  it  is  the  merest  af- 
fectation of  a  singular  taste." 

Granted  at  once,  if  by  liking  it  you 
mean  liking  the  execution,  or  if  by  admi- 
ration you  mean  the  mere  pleasure  of  the 
eye.     There  is  nothing"  here  to  wonder  at 
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ill  tlie  way  o(  teclinique.  and  I  siip})ose 
tliei-e  are  a  liiuulrecl  pupils  at  the  C()oi)er 
Union  or  Soiitli  Kensing-ton  to-day  wlio 
could  do  better  modelling-.  But  the  spirit, 
the  sentiment,  the  straightforward  lum- 
esty,  the  dignified  reticence,  show  us  that 
this  man  knew  what  the  Nativity  meant, 
and  pictured  it  because  he  believed  in  it 
and  loved  it.  This  is  more  than  we  can 
always  say  of  Raphael  or  Rubens.  And, 
after  all,  this  is  the  principal  thing.  For 
though  we  demand  something  more  than 
pure  feeling  and  honest  expression  for 
the  production  of  perfect  art,  yet  if  we 
must  absolutely  choose  between  perfection 
of  technique  and  sincerity  of  purpose, 
surely  we  will  keep  the  heart  rather  than 
the  face. 

But  if  we  look,  and  not  unnaturally, 
for  men  who  shall  have  the  skill  and 
training  to  express  their  thought  of  the 
Nativity  with  some  approach  to  sj-mmetry 
and  life-likeness,  we  must  pass  by  the 
sarcophagi  and  mosaics  and  menologiesof 
Byzantine  art,  with  all  their  curious  sym- 
bolic traditions,  and  come  down  to  the 
time  of  Giotto,  the  true  beginner  of  the 
Italian  Renaissance.  Here  is  a  man  who 
knows  how  to  paint.  We  may  laugh  at 
his  ideas  of  perspective,  and  compare  the 
limbs  and  garments  of  his  figures  to  those 
of  the  wooden  puppets  in  a  Noah's  ark. 
We  may  observ^e  tliat  when  he  wishes  to 
represent  a  figure  lying  down  he  simply 
tips  it  over  on  its  side  or  face  without 
breaking  a  joint  or  relaxing  a  muscle. 
But,  for  all  that,  Ave  can  not  help  seeing 
that  his  people  are  alive;  they  may  not 
have  blood  visibly  coursing  beneath  the 
skin,  like  Titian's,  but  they  have  thought 
and  feeling  in  their  faces,  and  they  are 
really  taking  part  in  events  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  them  and  to  us. 

Look  at  this  "Nativity,"  copied  from 
one  of  the  frescoes  in  the  lonely,  neglect- 
ed Chapel  of  the  Arena  in  Padua.  Impos- 
sible rocks,  the  most  childish  attempt  at  a 
stable,  an  absurdly  somnolent  Joseph,  five 
ligneous  sheep,  and  a  goat  like  a  unicorn ; 
but  above  the  roof  there  is  the  music  of 
heaven,  and  within  the  narrow  stall  there 
is  the  holiest  joy  of  earth,  for  the  virgin 
mother  is  reaching  out  her  arms  to  fold 
her  new-born  child  for  the  first  time  to 
her  breast.  There  is  a  tenderness  of  love, 
a  wondering  solicitude,  in  her  face  and  in 
her  touch  that  none  but  a  great  poet  could 
ever  have  conceived.  Three  of  the  angels 
in   the  sky  are  lifting  up  their  hands  in 


adoration — "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest"  ; 
one  of  them  is  stooping  to  tell  the  shep- 
herds his  glad  tidings  of  "good-will  to 
men";  but  the  fifth  angel  bends  with  fold- 
ed hands  of  silent  reverence  above  the 
couch  in  the  stable;  and  we  feel  that  here 
indeed  is  "peace  on  earth,''  a  peace  of 
which  every  mother's  heart  knows  some- 
thing. 

This  was  the  best  that  the  fourteenth 
century  could  do,  and  for  a  hundred  years 
afterward  the  world  saw  nothing  else  so 
good.  Fra  Angel ico  touched  the  Nativ- 
ity with  his  own  purity  and  reverence  of 
spirit;  but  he  needed  the  vision  of  para- 
dise to  call  forth  his  best  work.  He  was 
never  quite  at  home  on  earth,  even  in 
Bethlehem.  Ma.saccio  might  have  inter- 
preted the  scene  Avith  a  power  even  be- 
yond that  of  Giotto,  but  in  liis  too  brief 
life  he  was  not  called,  or  did  not  choose, 
to  treat  this  subject.  And  the  other  i)aint- 
ers  merely  lent  themselves,  as  devotees  of 
the  growing  worship)  of  Mary,  to  the 
adornment  of  the  Virgin's  crown  and  robe 
with  gems,  and  her  transformation  from 
the  lowly  maiden  mother  into  a  queenly 
figure  fitted  to  take  her  place  among  god- 
desses as  a  sort  of  Christian  Juno.  It  is 
enough  to  mention  in  this  connection  the 
work  of  Simone  Martini,  Gentile  da  Fa- 
briano,  and  the  Murani.  Only  a  jeweller's 
show-window  could  reproduce  the  opulent 
glories  of  their  pictures. 

But  about  1420  there  came  an  orphan 
lad  into  the  Carmelite  monastery  at  Flor- 
ence who  was  destined  at  once  to  bring 
much  discredit  upon  the  brotherhood  and 
to  do  great  service  to  art.  His  brush  was 
delightfully  natural,  but  his  life  carried 
the  pursuit  of  nature  somewhat  to  excess. 
Impulsive,  ardent,  pleasure -loving,  irre- 
sponsible— a  bad  boy  in  a  cowl — Brother 
Filippo  Lippi  was  continually  breaking 
convent  bounds,  undertaking  wild  adven- 
tures, falling  into  evil  company,  and  do- 
ing that  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done. 
But  he  did  some  things  which  he  ought  to 
have  done,  and  through  all  his  wander- 
ings he  must  have  preserved  somewhere 
in  his  turbulent  breast  a  spring  of  pure 
imagination,  for  no  man  has  painted  the 
Nativity  with  more  delicacy  and  senti- 
ment than  he.  The  "  Virgin  in  a  Wood," 
which  is  one  of  the  treasures  of  the  Ber- 
lin Museum,  shows  us  what  beautiful  work 
the  old  monk  could  do.  I  remember  well 
my  first  sight  of  this  picture.  Hitherto 
the  "old  masters"  had  seemed  unattract- 
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ive  and  dry.  And  this  little  panel  of  som- 
bre green  with  its  few  spots  of  light — 
could  anything  he  more  stupid,  or  less 
worthy  of  its  stars  in  the  catalogue  ?  Bo 
I  thought  as  I  first  looked  at  it;  but  as  I 
passed  it  again  and  again,  and  began  to 
linger  a  little  before  it,  trying  to  reach  its 
secret,  something  in  the  slender  grace,  the 
sweet  humility,  of  this  virgin's  figure,  the 
simplicity  of  the  child  looking  up  from 
its  bed  of  wild  flowers  (each  one  painted 
as  carefully  as  if  the  artist  loved  it),  a 
breath  of  poetry  from  the  dark  cool  shad- 
ows of  the  wood  fascinated  me  more  and 
more,  and  at  last  I  appreciated  my  first 
"old  master." 

This  picture  is  a  beautiful  illustration 
of  a  mode  of  treating  the  Nativity  which 
afterward  became  a  favorite  with  Italian 


painters.  The  scene,  the  locality,  the  his- 
torical accessories  of  the  event  are  disre- 
garded. The  Virgin's  loving  adoration 
for  her  Saviour,  who  has  come  into  the 
world  as  her  son,  becomes  the  central 
idea.  It  is  not  the  Mater  Dei  of  theology, 
but  the  Mater  Pia  of  the  human  heart. 
Ever 3^  mother  thinks  her  child  wonder- 
ful, but  most  of  all  this  mother,  who  be- 
holds the  Light  of  the  World  lying  in  her 
cradle.  As  Jeremy  Taylor  sweetly  says. 
"  She  blesses  Him,  she  worships  Him,  she 
thanks  Him  that  He  would  be  born  of 
her." 

Sometimes  the  Virgin's  adoration  is  of- 
fered in  the  shady  stillness  of  a  grove,  as 
in  this  picture  of  Brother  Filippo's,  while 
the  Father  bends  above,  and  the  Sacred 
Dove    flies   downward,  and    St.  Bernard 
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kneels  in  the  background,  with  young  St. 
Jolm  beside  liini.  Sometimes  the  scene 
is  in  a  garden,  as  in  Francia's  most  love- 
ly picture,  where  the  Virgin  stands  alone 
before  her  babe,  with  hands  crossed  upon 
her  breast,  and  behind  her  a  paling  cov- 
ered with  roses,  in  allusion  to  the  verse 
in  Canticles,  "My  love  is  a  garden  in- 
closed." Sometimes  the  angels,  visible  to 
us  but  invisible  to  the  mother,  come  flut- 
tering around  and  kneeling  to  the  child. 
And  sometimes  a  row  of  saints  and  the 
donors  of  the  picture  join  in  the  worship. 
It  was  thus  that  Perugino  delighted  to 
paint  this  subject;  and  his  saintly  specta- 
tors, with  all  their  heads  a  little  on  one 
side,  and  their  hands  reverently  folded, 
seem  almost  as  if  they  belonged  to  the 
scene. 

Mrs.  Jameson  has  classed  these  pictures 
of  the  "Adoring  Mother"  among  the  Ma- 
donnas rather  than  among  the  Nativities. 
But  I  venture  to  think  she  is  wrong 
in  this,  for  certainly  in  such  pictures 
as  I  have  mentioned  the  germinal  idea 
is  the  wonder  of  the  Incarnation ;  and 
not  only  Mary's  adoration,  but  our  own, 
is  directed  to  the  divine  babe.  Indeed,  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  fundamental 
error  in  Mrs.  Jameson's  general  concep- 
tion of  the  place  which  the  Nativity  occu- 
pies in  art.  She  makes  it  belong  to  the 
"Legends  of  the  Madonna,"  instead  of 
treating  it  as  part  of  the  "  Life  of  our  Lord." 
I  know  tlie  dividing  line  between  these 
two  cycles  is  slight  and  difficult  to  trace, 
and  doubtless  many  of  the  i^ictures  of  the 
Nativity  were  painted  more  for  the  sake 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  than  for  the  sake  of 
her  child.  But  still,  art  in  its  pure  begin- 
nings, as  we  have  already  seen,  and  in  its 
highest  development,  as  w^e  shall  hereafter 
see,  was  true  to  itself  and  to  the  gospel 
story  in  making  the  divine  child  the  cen- 
tral figure,  and  waking  our  reverence  for 
the  holy  mother  chiefly  by  the  beauty  of 
her  reverence  for  her  son. 

We  may  find  another  illustration  of 
this  in  Luca  della  Robbia's  exquisite  bass- 
relief  in  Verona.  This  artist  ^vas  the  le- 
gitimate successor  of  Brother  Filippo, 
Avorking  not  on  canvas,  but  in  glazed  ter- 
ra-cotta.  He  caught  the  half -humorous, 
half-pathetic  beauty  of  infantile  faces  as 
no  one  else  has  ever  done  before  or  since. 
There  is  the  same  sentimental  delicacy  in 
this  bit  of  pottery  that  we  saw  in  Lippi's 
picture,  and  the  kneeling  Virgin  might 
almost  have  been  studied  from  the  paint- 


ing. The  same  slender  neck,  fair  waving 
hair,  long  fingei's  sensitive  to  the  very 
tips,  and  face  of  gentle,  almost  trenuilous 
delight.  But  Luca's  Christ -child  has 
more  life  and  beauty  than  Filippo's.  Deli- 
cate fleecy  clouds  float  above  His  head. 
A  fanuly  of  loveliest  angels,  all  alike,  yet 
dirterent  as  children  of  the  same  house, 
cluster  about  the  Heavenly  Father;  and 
le.st  we  should  forget  that  they  are  sing- 
ing, Luca  has  given  us  the  score  of  the 
"Gloria  in  Excelsis"  in  the  centre  of  the 
panel. 

With  the  second  generation  of  Flor- 
entine painters  we  come  to  the  i)eriod 
which  was  most  fei'tile  in  ])ictures  of  the 
Nativity.  Pollajuolo,  Ghirlandajo,  Botti- 
celli, and  the  whole  '*  goldsmith  school" 
brought  a  new  knowledge  of  anatomy  and 
technique,  a  riew  conception  of  humanity, 
and  a  new  liberty  of  treatment  into  the 
field  of  Christian  art.  They  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  introduce  details  of  classical  archi- 
tecture and  portraits  of  living  persons 
into  their  sacred  pictures.  They  took 
great  pains  to  make  the  ox  and  the  ass 
more  life-like,  and  filled  the  background 
with  glim])ses  of  fair  Italian  land.scape: 
cities,  towns,  vineyards,  rivers,  mount- 
ains, ferry-boats,  flocks  of  birds,  compa- 
nies of  pilgrims,  draw  the  eye  far  into  the 
distance,  and  seem  to  bring  the  birth  of 
Christ  down  into  the  midst  of  everyday 
life.  There  is  a  picture  by  Ghirlandajo 
which  illustrates  veiy  clearly  the  average 
merits  and  defects  of  this  school  in  its 
treatment  of  the  Nativity.  Two  Corinthi- 
an pillars,  evidenth^  brought  from  some 
ruined  temple,  support  a  rude  thatched 
roof,  beneath  which  the  ox  and  the  ass 
are  sheltered.  A  richh^  carved  sarcoph- 
agus, with  a  Latin  inscription,  does  duty 
for  the  manger.  The  Chri.st-child  lies 
on  the  ground  in  front  of  it,  and  the  mo- 
ther w^orships  Him.  But  she  does  not 
quite  forget  herself.  There  is  less  ecstasy 
and  more  dignity  in  her  look  than  Fra 
Lippi  or  Luca  della  Robbia  Avould  have 
given  her.  And  yet  she  is  womanly  and 
beautiful.  In  the  foreground  there  are 
two  kneeling  figures,  and  a  third  standing 
behind  them  with  a  lamb  in  his  arms. 
These  represent  the  shepherds.  But  they 
are  unmistakable  citizens  of  Florence- 
portraits  (and  excellent  portraits  too),  as 
Ave  can  see  at  a  glance.  They  are  grave, 
cultivated,  worldh^-Avise  gentlemen  of  the 
Medicean  type,  knowing  about  as  much 
of  sheep  as  the  first  well-dressed  acquaint- 
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ance  whom  you  may  meet  in  an  after- 
noon walk  on  Fifth  Avenue.  It  seems 
strange  to  us  to  see  them  "assisting,"  as 
the  French  say,  at  the  Nativity.  It  would 
be  a  bold  painter  to-day  who  would  ven- 
ture to  introduce  Mr.  Cyrus  P.  Thompson 
or  the  Hon.  Augustus  Jones  into  a  scene 
from  the  sacred  history,  and  his  picture 
would  be  well  laughed  at.  But  Ghirlan- 
dajo  did  not  think  it  strange,  nor  did  the 
Florentines  laugh  at  him.  Was  it  be- 
cause they  had  a  lower  idea  of  the  sa- 
cred event,  or  was  it  because  they  had  a 
higlier  idea  of  the  dignity  and  worth  of 
humanity  than  prevails  in  the  nineteenth 
century  ?  At  all  events,  neither  he  nor 
his  contemporaries  scrupled  to  represent 
the  merchants  and  bankers  of  Florence 
or  Perugia  or  Bologna  as  participants  in 
the  scenes  of  the  life  of  Christ. 

But  the  most 'noticeable  feature  in  this 
picture  of  Ghirlandajo's  is  the  background. 
It  is  connected  with  the  f  oregi'ound  by  the 
figure  of  Joseph,  who  kneels  in  the  centre, 
and,  turning  around,  looks  out  beyond  the 
columns  into  a  rich  landscape.  Follow- 
ing his  look,  we  see  a  distant  city,  a  rocky 
hill-side  where  the  angel  is  appearing  to 
the  shepherds,  a  Roman  causeway,  and  a 
triumphal  arch,  through  which  a  long 
procession  is  rapidly  approaching.  Horse- 
men and  footmen,  with  fluttering  robes 
and  rich  caparisons — a  royal  escort  for  the 
Kings  of  Orient — come  sweeping  onward 
to  the  lowly  shed.  It  seems  as  if  the 
whole  world  were  hastening  to  give  a  joy- 
ful welcome  to  the  Prince  of  Peace.  It  is 
thus  that  the  painter,  a  citizen  of  rich  and 
prosperous  and  luxurious  Florence,  has 
expressed  his  conception  of  the  meaning 
of  Christmas. 

In  Umbria  another  school  of  artists  was 
at  work  developing  a  very  different  ideal 
of  the  Nativity.  Silence,  mystery,  and  a 
deep  devotional  feeling  pervade  the  pic- 
tures of  Niccolo  Alunno,  Perugino,  and 
Francia.  The  very  atmosphere  is  filled 
with  the  clear  softness  of  twilight,  and  a 
tender,  half -dreamy  look  rests  on  all  the 
faces.  Venice  cherished  still  another 
ideal.  Stronger,  richer,  and  more  earthly 
in  their  imagination,  the  Bellini  and  their 
disciples  painted  the  Madonna  with  less  of 
maidenly  grace  and  more  of  matronly 
dignity.  The  Child  lies  upon  her  lap  or  on 
a  marble  balustrade  before  her,  and  the 
mother  looks  at  Him  with  a  face  in  which 
there  is  hardly  a  trace  of  deep  emotion. 
She  is  proud,  classical,  almost  indifferent, 
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a  female  Christopher  (Christ-bearer),  and 
the  splendid  infant  sleeps  serenely,  or 
listens  with  royal  approval  to  the  angels 
who  make  music  for  Him  with  guitar  and 
violin.  In  Padua  the  painters  were  even 
more  influenced  by  classical  models  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Renaissance  than  in 
Venice.  A  careful  study  of  their  pictures 
is  as  good  as  a  lesson  in  Greek  and  Roman 
antiquities  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of 
Mantegna  in  his  simpler  moods,  they  have 
little  to  tell  us  about  Bethlehem  and  the 
wonderful  birth.  Lorenzo  di  Credi,  of 
Florence,  combined,  more  than  any  other 
man,  the  excellences  of  these  different 
schools,  and  his  numerous  Nativities  are 
among  the  best  that  ever  have  been 
painted. 

The  appearance  of  the  great  triumvirate 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Michael  Angelo,  and 
Raphael  Sanzio  marks  the  highest  period 
of  Italian  art.  Each  of  these  men  was  his 
own  master,  although  each  of  them  owed 
much  to  his  instructors.  Michael  Angelo 
had  perhaps  the  mightiest  and  most  origi- 
nal genius  of  the  three.  But  he  has  left 
no  picture  of  the  Nativity.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  his  proud  and  sombre  spirit  could 
have  entered  into  its  meaning.  His  so- 
called  "Holy  Family"  in  the  Uffizzi  is 
harsh  and  unpleasant.  Raphael,  the 
apostle  of  sweetness  and  light,  the  wor- 
shipper of  beauty,  the  wonderful  scholar 
of  Perugino,  who  so  soon  surpassed  his 
teacher,  and  yet  in  his  best  work  never  en- 
tirely lost  the  devout  and  reverent  spirit 
of  his  early  Umbrian  training — Raphael 
painted  the  Nativity  but  seldom.  Most  of 
his  pictures  of  the  Holy  Family  centre  in 
the  Madonna  rather  than  in  the  infant,  or 
belong  to  a  later  time  in  the  life  of  Jesus, 
when  He  stands  as  a  child  at  His  mother's 
knee,  or  plays  with  the  young  St.  John. 
The  "  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds"  in  the 
Vatican  is  painted  in  his  worst  and  most 
affected  maniier.  The  shepherds  are  ab- 
surd Arcadians  and  the  angels  are  sancti- 
fied fairies.  If  we  wish  to  understand 
how  Raphael  could  have  painted  the  Na- 
tivity at  his  best,  we  must  go  back  to  his 
earlier  work,  and  look  at  a  picture  like  the 
"Madonna  del  Granduca."  This  is  not  a 
Madonna,  after  all,  but  a  picture  of  the  in- 
fant Jesus  and  His  mother.  I  do  not  feel 
that  any  excuse  is  needed  for  presenting 
this  illustration  in  an  article  on  the  Na- 
tivity. It  has  the  true  Christmas  spirit; 
not  Christmas  on  the  street  or  in  the 
church,  but  Christmas  joy  and  peace  in 
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the  mother's  heart,  ami  Christinas  hlessinj^ 
in  the  eyes  of  tlie  Child.  How  sweet  and 
virginal  is  Mary's  downcast  face!  Ecce 
ancilla  Domini !  The  power  of  the  Most 
Hiofh  has  overshadowed  lier,  suhdued  and 
uplifted,  humbled  and  glorified  lier,  and 
tlie  Holy  Child  in  her  arms  presses  His 
cheek  lovingly  against  her  sh<nilder,  and 
looks  out  gently  but  somewhat  sadly  on 
the  world  which  He  has  come  to  save. 
This  little  panel  is  worth  a  hundred  of 
Raphael's  ''Entombments"  or  "Transfig- 
urations." We  do  not  wonder  that  the 
Grand  Duke  Ferdinand  IH.,  who  bought 
it  in  1799.  became  so  fond  of  it  that  he  car- 
ried it  about  Avith  him  wherever  he  went, 
even  into  exile,  and  believed  that  it  was  a 
talisman  of  blessing  to  his  life. 

It  is  common  to  trace  in  this  picture, 
which  is  among  the  earliest  of  Raphael's 
Florentine  j^eriod,  the  influence  of  Peru- 
gino.  And  any  one  who  has  become  famil- 
iar with  the  tender  and  devout  manner  of 
the  old  Umbrian  can  not  fail  to  recognize 
it  here.  But,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  there 
is  also  a  touch  of  a  more  subtle  and  po- 
tent influence  in  this  "Madonna  del  Gran- 
duca."  The  mighty  spirit  of  Leonardo  has 
exercised  its  fascination  upon  the  young 
Raphael,  and  he  has  given  to  the  Virgin's 
face  something  of  that  intellectual  refine- 
ment, that  secret  spiritual  charm,  which  is 
so  wonderful  in  the  "Madonna  of  the 
Lily."  The  Christ-child  also  is  painted 
as  Leonardo  might  have  imagined  Him, 
with  an  unfathomable  depth  of  thought- 
fulness  in  His  serene  eyes. 

A  thousand  times  have  I  regretted  that 
Leonardo  did  not  leave  a  picture  of  the 
Nativity.  His  "  Adoration  of  the  Magi" 
in  the  Uffizzi  is  unfinished.  His  "Vierge 
aux  Rochers"  in  the  Louvre  is  unavail- 
able for  our  present  purpose.  And  so  we 
must  content  ourselves  with  an  illustra- 
tion from  Bernardino  Luini,  his  noblest 
disciple.  But  surely  even  the  wise  master 
himself  could  hardly  have  done  better 
work  than  this  lecture  by  "  dear  little  Ber- 
nard." It  is  a  true  Nativity,  idealized 
enough  to  lift  it  above  the  level  of  mere 
photographic  literalism,  and  yet  free  from 
the  slightesttaint  of  affectation  ordisplay. 
The  pilgrim's  flask  and  bag  tell  the  story 
of  the  long  journey  to  Bethlehem.  The 
lovely  angels  bring  the  air  of  heaven  into 
the  rude  stable.  The  Virgin's  figure  is 
sweet  and  pure  beyond  description.  And 
Joseph  is  worthy  to  kneel  beside  her. 
For  this  last  grace  especially  we  thank 


Luini.  ^[ost  of  the  artists  liave  treated  Jo- 
seph with  scant  resj^ect.  Tliey  have  rep- 
resented him  as  an  ugly  and  decrepit  old 
man.  They  have  shoved  him  away  into 
a  corner,  or  propped  him  up  against  the 
wall,  ridiculously  fast  asleep.  They  have 
almost  used  him  as  a  comic  figure  in  the 
scene.  The  ox  and  the  ass  are  often  more 
venerable.  But  Luini,  with  better  author- 
ity in  the  gospel  narrative  and  the  ear- 
liest traditions  of  Christian  art,  has  given 
us  a  noble  and  manly  Joseph,  with  a  face 
which  corresponds  to  the  dignity  and  gen- 
erosity of  his  conduct.  I  do  not  know  a 
lovelier,  more  serene,  and  reverent  picture 
of  the  Nativity  than  this;  and  it  loses  none 
of  its  sim])licity  and  sincerity  by  the  touch 
of  intellectual  beauty  in  the  Vii-gin's  face, 
which  Luini  could  only  have  learned  from 
Leonardo. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  such  a  picture 
a.s  this  true  to  nature  and  history?  Have 
we  any  right  to  imagine  so  much  beauty 
ajid  gi^ce  in  a  Jewish  peasant  maiden  ? 
Was  not  the  stable  at  Bethlehem  a  dark, 
mean  place,  and  the  Nativity,  like  every 
birth,  a  scene  of  anguish  and  confusion  ? 
Is  there  not  a  touch  of  falsehood  in  thus 
idealizing  it  and  turning  it  into  poetry  ? 
If  the  painter  is  strictly  accurate  and  liter- 
ally truthful,  will  he  not  feel  bound  to 
paint  a  common  girl  of  the  Hebrew  peo- 
])le  for  the  Virgin,  a  Galilean  carpenter 
for  Joseph,  an  ordinarj^  Eastern  cattle 
shed  for  the  stable,  and  an  uncomely  in- 
fant for  the  Christ-child?  Indeed,  we 
may  go  further,  and  ask  whether  the  liter- 
ally truthful  artist  will  not  feel  bound  to 
avoid  the  Nativity  altogether  as  an  un- 
seemly subject. 

And  certainly,  if  the  "truthful  artist" 
is  such  an  idiot  as  that,  he  will  do  well  to 
avoid  it,  for  his  touch  will  only  degrade 
and  spoil.  Exclude  all  poetry  from  the 
treatment  of  the  Nativity !  Why,  the  very 
heart  and  life  of  it  is  poetry — not  poetic 
fiction,  hut  poetic  fact.  The  Virgin  Mary, 
peasant  though  she  be,  is  the  descendant 
of  a  kingly  house  more  ancient  and  more 
honored  than  any  of  our  modern  mon- 
archies. She  is  the  cro\vn  of  womanhood, 
the  flower  of  virgins,  the  lily  among 
thorns,  the  one  true  princess  among  Eve's 
dausrhters.  We  bring  no  dismal  idola- 
tries  to  her  shrine,  but  hands  full  of  white 
blossoms,  and  hearts  full  of  sweet  thoughts, 
and  words  of  praise  and  love  for  the  beau- 
ty of  her  pure  motherhood.  Ave  Maria, 
gratia  plena !  Dominus  tecum,  benedicta 
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tic  in  mulierihus!  If  the  angel  of  God 
spake  thus  to  her  in  the  humble  home  at 
Nazareth,  -^as  she  not  royal  by  divine 
grace  as  well  as  by  human  bh^th  ?  And 
shall  we  wonder  that  the  hour  of  her  won- 
drous exaltation  at  Bethleliem  has  gath- 
ei'ed  to  itself  melodious  songs,  and  angelic 
forms,  and  fair  colors,  and  supernal  light, 
and  all  grace  and  loveliness  from  every 
age  of  Christian  faith  ?  Read  again  the 
opening  chapters  of  St.  Luke's  gospel,  and 
see  if  they  are  not  overflowing  with  the  po- 
etry of  the  Nativity.  The  heavenly  mes- 
sengers who  announce  Christ's  coming, 
the  old  priest  Zacharias  and  his  wife  Eliz- 
abeth, the  venerable  Anna  and  Simeon 
waiting  in  the  temjole,  Mary  herself  in 
her  maidenly  simplicity,  all  speak  in  po- 
etry by  a  spontaneous  impulse.  A  new 
star  blossoms  in  the  celestial  fields,  a  new 
music  rings  through  the  vault  of  night,  a 
new  worship  calls  the  shepherds  from 
their  flocks  into  the  secret  shrine  of  incar- 
nate Divinity.  And  all  this,  so  far  from 
seeming  strange  and  untruthful  to  us, 
n"iust  appear  only  natural,  and  the  strong- 
est confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  nar- 
rative. For  if  the  Nativity  is  anj'thing 
at  all,  if  there  is  any  reality  in  it.  it  is 
surely  the  one  supreme  event  of  the 
world,  and  not  otherwise  could  the  story 
of  it  be  told.  As  Horace  Bushnell  has 
said :  *'  Having  wings  in  the  spiritual  out- 
fi.t  of  our  nature,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  ce- 
lestial improx:)riety  if  God's  spirit  did  not 
spread  them  here.  Why,  the  very  ground 
ought  to  let  forth  its  reverberated  music, 
and  all  the  choirs  and  lyres  and  ringing 
cymbals  of  the  creation,  between  the  two 
horizons  and  above,  ought  to  be  discours- 
ing hymns,  and  pouring  down  their  joy, 
even  as  the  stars  do  light." 

I  hold,  therefore,  that  no  painter  can 
enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  Nativity,  or 
help  us  to  understand  the  reality  of  it, 
who  does  not  feel  its  poetry,  and  rise  above 
the  dead  literalism  of  painting  a  faithful 
description  of  Oriental  costume  and  Gal- 
ilean p)easants  and  Syrian  sheep,  into 
the  mystery  and  ideal  beauty  of  the  Holy 
Night. 

AVhat  shall  we  say,  then,  of  Correggio's 
"La  Notte,"' that  third  treasure  of  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  and  most  popular  of  all 
pictures  of  the  Nativity  ?  There  is  no  crude 
realism  here.  It  is  an  indubitable  poem 
on  canvas.  But  we  may  still  question  a 
little  whether  the  poetry  is  exactly  of  the 
right  kind.     It  is  too  lyrical;  the  move- 


ment is  overstrained;  it  lacks  repose  and 
delicacy  of  rhythm.  This  big  shepherd, 
with  his  violent  gesture  of  wonder,  this 
woman  with  contracted  brows  and  hand 
lifted  to  shade  the  dazzle  of  light,  these 
wonderfully  agile  celestial  limbs  vibrating 
in  ecstasy — a  man  who  truly  believed  in 
the  Nativity,  and  felt  it  most  profoundly, 
would  have  left  these  out.  But  Correggio 
was  too  excitable,  too  sensuous,  too  fond 
of  showing  his  skill  in  foreshortening  and 
contrast  of  light  and  shade.  He  was  a 
wonderful  artist,  but  his  genius  was  not 
pure,  sincere,  reverent,  and  therefore  there 
is  a  touch  of  affectation  in  his  work.  He 
is  like  a  preacher  who  tries  to  say  Avitty 
or  pretty  things  in  a  sermon  on  the  life  of 
Christ.  We  detect  the  false  note,  and  it 
spoils  our  devotion. 

But,  for  all  that,  the  heart  of  this  picture 
— the  mother  half  embracing,  half  wor- 
shipping her  child — remains  a  marvel  of 
beauty,  and  the  world  has  a  right  to  love 
it.  It  was  no  new  or  original  idea  to  make 
all  the  light  of  the  stable  come  from  the 
divine  babe.  We  find  it  in  the  Arabic 
"  Gospel  of  the  Infancy";  and  one  of  the 
fathei-s  says,  "When  Christ  was  born  His 
body  shone  like  the  sun  when  it  rises." 
Hugo  Yander  Goes  and  many  other  paint- 
ers have  used  the  thought.  But  none  has 
done  it  so  beautifully  as  Correggio.  The 
glory  that  streams  from  the  infant  is  a 
white,  brilliant,  supernatural  radiance, 
manifestly  of  heaven;  and  away  behind 
the  hills  the  dawning  of  the  earth-light 
looks  cold  and  gray. 

AYe  must  turn  now  from  Italy,  where 
we  have  traced  the  treatment  of  the  Na- 
tivity from  the  simj)lest  to  the  most  con- 
summate art,  to  the  Northern  countries. 
The  early  Flemish  and  German  schools  of 
l^ainting  afford  many  examples  of  the  way 
in  which  this  subject  was  conceived  by  the 
Teutonic  mind.  I  do  not  think  a  better 
illustration  can  be  found  than  the  centre 
piece  of  the  famous  triptych  in  the  Berlin 
Museum,  which  is  now  commonly  attrib- 
uted to  Roger  Yander  Weyden,  the  greatest 
pupil  of  the  Yan  Eycks.  The  two  wings 
of  this  painting  represent,  with  great  vigor 
and  simplicity,  the  legendary  appearance 
of  the  Yirgin  and  Child  to  the  Emperor 
Augustus,  and  the  three  Magi  worshipping 
their  star,  which  wears  the  form  of  a  radi- 
ant infant  in  the  sky.  The  central  panel 
is  a  repetition  of  the  familiar  theme  of  the 
'  •  Adorino'  Mother. "  But  how  different  is 
the  manner  of  the  painter  here  from  that 
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to  Avliich  Ave  liave  grown  accustomed  in 
Italy  I  Here  ai*e  the  liardest  forms,  the 
most  ung-raceful  outlines.  Definition  is 
carried  to  excess,  and  lucidity  is  sacrificed 
to  sharpness.  One  feels  tempted  to  adapt 
the  venerable  pun  of  Pope  Gregory  tlie 
Great,  and  say  that  the  picture  is  full,  not 
of  angels,  hut  of  angles.  Wliy  is  Mary's 
robe  so  stiff  and  her  attitude  so  ungrace- 
ful ?  Why  is  Joseph  so  thin  and  so  crook- 
ed ?  Why  have  the  little  angels,  with  their 
colored  wings,  such  heavy  woollen  gar- 
ments? Simply  because  the  painter  lived 
in  the  North,  surrounded  by  Gothic  influ- 
ences, and  not  in  the  South,  Avhere  the 
reigning  spirit  of  classic  art  filled  the  at- 
mosphere with  a  subtle  sense  of  physical 
beauty.  If  Ghirlandajo  had  been  a  Flem- 
ing instead  of  a  Tuscan,  he  would  have 
painted  just  such  pictures  as  this,  with 
Middleburg  instead  of  Florence  in  the 
background,  and  angular  burghers  instead 
of  graceful  citizens  for  his  models.  And 
even  if  he  had  done  his  best  he  could  not 
have  surpassed  old  Roger  VandorWeyden 
in  the  reverent  sincerity  of  his  thought,  or 
the  patient,  faithful  skill  of  his  execution. 
Look  at  this  "Herr  Schatzmeister  Blado- 
lin,''  at  whose  cost  the  picture  was  painted 
for  the  Middleburg  church,  and  Avho  kneels 
so  gravely  in  the  foreground.  Does  he  not 
show  us  how  an  honest,  pious  treasurer  of 
that  day  actually  appeared,  how  he  thought 
(and  how  all  good  Christian  souls  ought  to 
think)  of  the  Nativity  ?  And  can  we  not 
feel  the  tender  simplicity  of  the  virgin 
mother  as  she  kneels  before  her  helpless, 
shining  babe?  Surely  this  picture  has  a 
charm,  a  loveliness,  of  its  own,  although 
Ave  may  have  to  Avait  a  little  Avhile  before 
it  finds  us;  and  Liibke  is  right  when  he 
describes  it  by  a  Avord  Avhich  has  no  equiv- 
alent in  English,  gemilthlich. 

In  Albert  Diirer  the  influences  which 
controlled  and  moulded  the  development 
of  German  art  reached  their  culmina- 
tion, and  in  his  Avork  Ave  see  at  once  its 
Aveakness  and  its  strength.  He  Avas,  be- 
yond question,  a  mighty  genius,  but  al- 
Avays  and  indubitably  a  Teutonic  genius, 
never  breaking,  never  seeking  to  break, 
the  narrow  bounds  of  his  native  euA^iron- 
ment.  He  often  signed  his  pictures  "A 
German,"  or  "  ANuremberger" — patriotic 
but  sui)erfluous,  for  no  one  Avho  looks  at 
them  needs  to  be  told  where  they  were 
produced.  They  are  genuine ;  they  smack 
of  the  soil.  Thus,  in  all  his  representa- 
tions of  the  Nativity  and  the  Holy  Fam- 


ily—and they  are  many — the  Virgin  is  a 
simple  Nuremberg  mother  in  her  house- 
Avife's  dress,  the  Child  is  just  such  an  in- 
fant as  Dui*er  might  have  seen  in  his 
neighbor's  cradle,  and  the  landscape  is  a 
Avonderfnl  it^pi-oduction  of  Avhat  the  trav- 
eller may  find  to  day  in  the  quiet  corners 
of  Franconia.  He  treats  the  theme  Avith 
Avhat  ^Ii'.  ComynsCarr  has  well  called  "an 
untlinching  realism,''  Avhich  often  leads 
him  into  ugliness,  and  sometimes  into 
triviality.  We  can  see  some  indications 
of  this  tendency  in  the  accompanying  en- 
graving. The  characteristic  trait  is  do- 
inesficitfj—ii  thoi-oughly  German  quality 
— ami  one  certainly  poetic  enough  to  be 
Avorthily  expressed  in  the  most  perfect 
art,  but  needing  always  to  be  guarded 
against  falling  into  mere  Jionieliiicss, 
Avhich  is  quite  another  thing.  Diirer's 
pictures  of  the  Christ-child  and  the  Vir- 
gin alAvays  reniind  me  of  the  old  German 
Christmas  carols.  We  may  smile  at  them, 
but  Ave  can  not  help  loving  them. 

Rubens  and  the  later  masters  of  North- 
ern art  often  painted  the  Nativity,  or  at 
least  they  gave  that  title  to  many  of  their 
pictures.  But  I  have  yet  'to  see  one  of 
them  Avhich  has  anything  sacred  about  it 
except  the  name.  Even  Rembrandt,  Avhose 
etching-needle  has  so  marvellously  illu- 
mined some  of  the  later  scenes  from  the 
life  of  Christ,  is  coarse  Avhen  he  comes 
into  the  stable  at  Bethlehem.  He  can 
not  feel  the  miracle  of  the  Incarnation. 
And  Avhen  we  come  down  to  Italy  at  the 
end  of  the  sixteenth  cejitury,  Ave  find  art 
completely  secularized  and  degraded.  The 
spirit  of  devotion,  Avhich  Raphael  and  his 
contemporaries  could  at  least  appreciate, 
although  they  may  not  always  have  felt 
it  personally,  has  now  completely  A^an- 
ished,  and  the  painters  are  concerned  only 
Avith  "art  for  art's  sake."  They  give  us 
chiar-oscuro,  and  modelling,  and  Avon- 
derful  scenic  effects— bra Avny  shepherds, 
self-conscious  A^irgins,  sentimental  angels, 
dazzling  contrasts  of  light  and  shade, 
"the  'Gloria'  on  a  brass  band" — but  the 
inspiration,  the  divine  light,  the  sweet 
music  of  heaven,  are  gone,  and  the  birth  of 
Jesus  has  become  an  unreality. 

In  Spain,  hoAvever,  the  spirit  of  sacred 
art  still  liA^ed,  and  it  flowered  about  the 
middle  of  the  seA^enteenth  century  in  the 
last  of  the  great  religious  painters,  Bartolo- 
me  Esteban  Murillo.  He  Avas  a  child  of 
the  people,  and  a  painter  for  the  people  of 
all  time.    His  pictures  are  known  through- 


THE  NATIVITY  IN  ART. 


23 


out  the  world,  and  more  liiglily  prized 
than  those  of  any  other  man  except  Ra- 
phael. He  could  paint  the  ragged  chil- 
dren of  Seville,  and  the  devout  monks 
who  were  his  companions  in  works  of 
charity,  and  the  glad  angels  who  throng- 
ed the  heaven  of  his  holy  thoughts,  with 
an  equal  skill.  He  was  humble,  reverent, 
humane,  believing,  living  well  up  to  the 
light  that  was  given  him,  loving  his  art 
only  less  than  he  loved  his  faith  and  his 
fellow-men,  doing  his  duty  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  dying  in  honorable  poverty. 
The  contrast  between  him  and  his  great 
rival,  Velasquez,  has  been  admirably  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Charles  B.  Curtis  in  his 
catalogue  of  their  works,  and  he  sums  it 
all  up  by  saying,  "A  few  admired  Velas- 
quez, but  all  loved  Murillo." 

This  was  the  man  who  should  touch 
the  Nativity  once  more  with  the  hand  of 
faith  and  love,  as  the  earliest  artists  touch- 
ed it,  but  with  an  incomparably  greater 
skill.  Look  at  this  picture  of  the  "Adora- 
tion of  the  Shepherds,"  from  the  museum 
at  Madrid.  No  engraver,  however  skill- 
ful and  patient,  can  hope  to  render  any- 
thing more  than  the  cold  shadow  and 
suggestion  of  its  wonderful  effect.  It  is 
a  miracle  of  painting — warm,  rich,  full  of 
a  soft  and  mellow  charm,  satisfying  the 
eye  with  its  depth  of  light  and  color — • 
and  at  the  same  time  it  overflows  with 
the  purest  and  most  sacred  feeling.  See 
this  old  shepherd,  with  his  toil-hardened 
feet  and  his  rugged  head ;  he  does  not  ex- 
aggerate his  emotion  and  fling  his  arms 
about  like  Correggio's  giant,  but  the  awe 
and  tenderness  of  his  emotion  are  mani- 
fest in  every  line  of  his  figure  as  he  kneels 
with  rude,  unconscious  grace  before  the 
new-born  Prince  of  Peace.  And  how  nat- 
ural, how  infantile,  yet  how  serenely  di- 
vine and  luminous,  is  the  Christ-child, 
over  whom  His  mother  bends  with  min- 
gled solicitude  and  adoration  !  Surely 
there  is  something  more  in  this  picture 
than  what  Ruskin  slightingly  calls  a 
"brown  gleam  of  gypsy  Madonnahood." 
It  is  a  perfect  illustration  of  the  old  French 
Noel : 

"  Dieu  parmy  les  pastoreaux, 
Sous  la  creche  des  toreaux, 
Dans  les  champs  a  voulu  naistre, 
Et  non  parmy  les  arroys 
Des  grands  princes  et  des  roys — 
Lui  des  plus  grands  roys  le  maistre." 

And  now  whither  shall  we  turn  to  look 
for  our  later  pictures  of  the  Nativity  ?    To 


Nicolas  Poussin  and  the  classicists  of 
France?  They  painted  it  like  a  scene 
from  the  Roman  mythology.  To  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds  and  the  portrait  school 
of  England  ?  His  well-known  "Nativity" 
might  as  well  be  called  a  "Portrait  of  a 
Lady  and  Child."  It  is  probably  not  too 
daring  to  say  that  it  is  the  worst  picture 
he  ever  painted.  To  Teniers  and  Jan 
Steen  and  the  Dutchmen  ?  They  were  in 
love  with  vulgarity,  and  could  not  see  the 
difference  between  a  peasant  and  a  boor. 
To  Watteau  and  Boucher  and  the  chil- 
dren of  frivolity  ?  We  can  hardly  expect 
anything  serious  from  butterflies.  To 
Horace  Vernet  and  the  clever  realists  ? 
Palestine  of  to-day  is  not  a  holy  land  save 
to  the  heart  of  faith,  and  the  mother  of 
Christ  was  certainly  not  a  Bedouin. 

One  pale  gleam  of  light  comes  to  us 
from  Germany.  Overbeck  and  his  disci- 
ples— those  strange  long-haired  Nazarenes 
who  lived  together  in  the  deserted  monas- 
tery of  San  Isidoro  at  Rome  somewhat  as 
the  brotherhood  of  painter  -  monks  had 
once  lived  together  in  San  Marco  at  Flor- 
ence— tried  to  bring  back  into  the  nine- 
teenth century  the  spirit  of  Fra  Angelico. 
They  were  religious  painters  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  and  in  their  hands  the 
Nativity  was  treated  with  reverent  feel- 
ing, if  not  with  striking  power.  Itten- 
bacli's  "Holy  Family  with  the  Lamb," 
and  Carl  Miiller's  lovely  picture  with  the 
angel  in  the  foreground  playing  on  the 
viol,  have  been  deservedly  admired  and 
(the  latter  at  least)  widely  circulated  in 
photograph  and  engraving.  But  the 
movement  was  artificial,  and  the  school 
of  the  revival  is  now  extinct. 

The  English  pre-Raphaelites  might 
have  done  something  in  the  painting  of 
the  Nativity  v^hich  should  be  worthy  to 
live  and  be  loved.  Ruskin  predicted,  a 
year  or  two  ago,  that  Mr.  Holman  Hunt's 
lately  finished  picture  of  a  closely  kin- 
dred subject — the  "Flight  into  Egypt" — 
would  be  "the  greatest  religious  picture 
of  our  time."  But  then  Ruskin  says  also 
that  "  by  no  expedient  could  England 
have  repressed  in  him  more  than  it  has 
repressed,  by  no  abnegation  could  she 
have  received  less  from  him  than  she 
has  received."  And  it  is  certain,  be  the 
cause  what  it  may,  that  the  promise  of 
the  pre-Raphaelites  has  hitherto  been 
much  beyond  their  performance  in  reli- 
gious art. 

Let  us  take — somewhat  at  a  venture,  I 


24 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


must  confess— two  illustrations  from  liv- 
ing- painters  wliose  great  success  in  other 
lines  has  won  them  the  widest  popularity, 
Bouguereau,  of  Paris,  and  Defregger,  of 
Munich.  These  pictures  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  Nativities,  but  they  are  near 
enough  to  illustrate  our  theme,  and — alas 
that  it  should  be  true  I — our  most  famous 
painters  no  longer  show  us  the  Holy 
Night.  Of  the  two,  Defregger's  has  un- 
doubtedly more  dijifnity  and  more  human- 
ity. The  head  of  Joseph,  poring  over  the 
prophecies  of  the  Messiah,  is  grand  and 
strong.  The  Virgin's  face  lias  great  beau- 
ty of  a  not  ignoble  tj^pe;  she  is  thorough- 
ly maternal.  But  the  Child  utterly  lacks 
tlie  touch  of  divinity;  the  faint  halo  about 
His  head  is  purely  apologetic. 

Bouguereau's  picture  (engraved  from 
the  pen-and-ink  sketch  for  a  larger  paint- 
ing) has  a  certain  airy  prettiness  which 
captivates  the  eye  at  first,  but  which  does 
not  bear  the  test  of  thought  and  time. 
The  child  is  only  ''making  believe"'  to  be 
asleep;  and  the  angels  come  direct  from 
Paris — their  little  lingers,  so  delicately 
curved  backward  from  their  instruments, 
have  a  distinctively  Parisian  air.  One  of 
them  looks  up  from  her  instrument  as  if 
to  say,  "  Now  isn't  this  sweet  V  Anoth- 
er turns  her  head  over  her  shoulder,  prob- 
ably to  see  if  her  robe  hangs  gracefully. 
It  is  a  pretty  little  scene  from  a  pretty  lit- 
tle play.  Presently  the  actors  will  change 
their  costumes  and  give  us  a  more  modern 
comedy. 

It  is  an  open  question  whether  such  re- 
ligious art  as  this  is  better  than  none  at 
all.  But  it  is  not  an  open  question  whetli- 
er  America  can  boast  herself  over  France 
and  Germany  in  this  regard.  For  when 
we  come  to  look  on  this  side  of  the  sea  for 
a  picture  of  the  Nativity  we  find  sim])ly 
— nothing.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  certainly  one  of  the  most  humiliating, 
incidents  in  the  history  of  modern  art 
was  the  utter  failure  of  the  prize  competi- 
tion instituted  two  years  ago  by  Harper 
and  Brothers  for  an  illustration  appro- 
priate to  Christmas.  It  is  true  that  the 
contest  was  limited  to  Americans  not  over 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  But  then  at  the 
two  trials  some  six  hundred  drawings  were 
sent  in,  and  one  w^ould  surely  think  that 
among  so  many  young  devotees  of  art 


there  must  be  some  able  to  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  the  Nativity  and  to  express  it 
with  rea.sonable  lucidity.  On  the  con- 
trary, an  able  committee  of  judges  could 
not  find  a  single  one  of  the  designs  above 
the  level  of  sheer  mediocrity.  The  col- 
lection, as  a  ma.ss.  was  an  indescribable 
farrago  of  absurdities  gathered  from  the 
whole  range  of  figure  and  landscape  art- 
mountains,  and  rivers,  and  flowers,  and 
birds,  and  young  women  in  boats,  and 
children  standing  by  the  fire-place,  and 
cats,  and  reindeer,  and  everything  under 
heaven  but  the  Nativity — in  .short,  such  a 
medley  as  one  may  see  any  day  in  turn- 
ing over  a  collection  of  Christmas  cards. 
A  result  like  this  may  well  make  us  ques- 
tion whether  Mr.  F.  D.  Millet  was  not 
right  when  he  said,  in  reviewing  the  com- 
petition, "The  present  popularity  of  art, 
to  which  we  refer  as  a  sure  sign  that  we 
are  soon  to  have  a  national  school  of 
paintei's,  is  only  the  su])erlicial  result  of 
an  enthusiasm  ba.sed  on  fashion,  and  we 
must  look  much  further  and  deeper  for 
the  real  gauge  of  the  possibilities  of  our 
nation  in  the  direction  of  the  fine  arts." 

For  my  own  part,  I  believe  that  true 
greatness  in  art  will  only  come  with  a  re- 
vival of  moral  earnestness  and  faith.  Brill- 
iant coloring  and  correct  drawing,  splen- 
did landscapes  and  clever  figure -paint- 
ings, we  may  have — indeed,  we  have  them 
now;  but  the  best  art,  even  from  a  tech- 
nical point  of  view,  will  not  come  to  us 
until  men  see  that  the  one  thing  worth 
toiling  for  is  the  i^erfect  expression  of  the 
noblest  thoughts  and  feelings.  And  what 
better  test  of  this  could  be  found  than  the 
ability  to  enter  into  the  meaning  of  the 
Nativit}"  ?  Is  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas 
dead — overgrown  and  choked  with  trivi- 
alities ?  Must  we  forever  go  back  to  Mu- 
rillo  and  Luini  and  the  old  masters  to 
catch  the  light  of  that  serene  and  hoi}' 
gladness  of  Bethlehem  ?  Men  paint  what 
they  love.  Surely  there  are  still  some 
who  love  the  Christ-child  shining  in  His 
lowly  cradle,  and  the  wonder  of  virginal 
maternity  bending  above  Him.  Surely 
there  is  a  great  and  glad  welcome  waiting 
for  the  artist  who  shall  lead  us  again  into 
the  radiant  presence  of  the  infant  Jesus, 
and  make  us  sharers  in  the  joy  of  the 
Holy  Night. 
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XVII. 


IN  the  ensuing  fortnight  a  great  many 
gayeties  besides  the  Egyptian  Ball  took 
l^lace,  and  Colville  went  wherever  he  and 
Imogene  were  both  invited.  He  declined 
the  quiet  dinners  which  he  liked,  and 
which  his  hearty  appetite  and  his  habit 
of  talk  fitted  him  to  enjoy,  and  accepted 
invitations  to  all  sorts  of  evenings  and  At 
Homes,  where  dancing  occupied  a  modest 
corner  of  the  card,  and  usurped  the  chief 
place  in  the  pleasures.  At  these  places  it 
was  mainly  his  business  to  see  Imogene 
danced  with  by  others,  but  sometimes  he 
waltzed  with  her  himself,  and  then  he  was 
complimented  by  people  of  his  own  age, 
who  had  left  off  dancing,  upon  his  vigor. 
They  said  they  could  not  stand  that  sort 
of  thing,  though  they  supposed,  if  you 
kept  yourself  in  practice,  it  did  not  come 
so  hard.  One  of  his  hostesses,  who  had 
made  a  party  for  her  daughters,  told  him 
that  he  was  an  example  to  everybody,  and 
that  if  middle-aged  people  at  home  min- 
gled more  in  the  amusements  of  the  young, 
American  society  would  not  be  the  silly, 
insipid,  boy-and-girl  affair  that  it  was  now. 
He  went  to  these  places  in  the  character 
of  a  young  man,  but  he  was  not  readily 
accepted  or  recognized  in  that  character. 
They  gave  him  frumps  to  take  out  to  sup- 
per, mothers  and  maiden  aunts,  and  if  the 
mothers  were  youngish,  they  threw  off  on 
him,  and  did  not  care  for  his  talk. 

At  one  of  the  parties  Imogene  seemed  to 
become  aware  for  the  first  time  that  the 
lapels  of  his  dress-coat  were  not  faced 
with  silk. 

"Why  don't  you  have  them  so?"  she 
asked.  "All  the  other  young  men  have. 
And  you  ought  to  wear  a  boutonniere.^^ 

"Oh,  I  think  a  man  looks  rather  silly 
in  silk  lapels  at  my — "  He  arrested  him- 
self, and  then  continued:  "I'll  see  what 
the  tailor  can  do  for  me.  In  the  mean 
time,  give  me  a  bud  out  of  your  bouquet." 

"How  sweet  you  are!"  she  sighed. 
' '  You  do  the  least  thing  so  that  it  is  ten 
times  as  good  as  if  any  one  else  did  it." 

The  same  evening,  as  he  stood  leaning 
against  a  doorway,  behind  Imogene  and  a 
young  fellow  with  whom  she  w^as  begin- 
ning a  quadrille,  he  heard  her  taking  him 
to  task. 

"Why  do  you  say  'Sir'  to  Mr,  Col- 
ville ?" 


"Well,  I  know  the  English  laugh  at  us 
for  doing  it,  and  say  it's  like  servants ;  but 
I  never  feel  quite  right  answering  just 
'  Yes'  and  '  No'  to  a  man  of  his  age." 

This  was  one  of  the  Inglehart  boys,  whom 
he  met  at  nearly  all  of  these  parties,  and 
not  all  of  whom  were  so  respectful.  Some 
of  them  treated  him  upon  an  old-boy  theo- 
ry, joking  him  as  freely  as  if  he  were  one 
of  themselves,  laughing  his  antiquated  no- 
tions of  art  to  scorn,  but  condoning  them 
because  he  was  good-natured,  and  because 
a  man  could  not  help  being  of  his  own 
epoch  anyway.  They  put  a  caricature  of 
him  among  the  rest  on  the  walls  of  their 
trattoria^  where  he  once  dined  with  them. 

Mrs.  Bowen  did  not  often  see  him  when 
he  went  to  call  upon  Imogene,  and  she  was 
not  at  more  than  two  or  three  of  the  par- 
ties. Mrs.  Amsden  came  to  chaperon  the 
girl,  and  apparently  suffered  an  increase 
of  unrequited  curiosity  in  regard  to  his  re- 
lations to  the  Bowen  household,  and  the 
extraordinary  development  of  his  social 
activity.  Colville  not  only  went  to  all 
those  evening  parties,  but  he  was  in  con- 
tinual movement  during  the  afternoon  at 
receptions  and  at  "days,"  of  which  he  be- 
gan to  think  each  lady  had  two  or  three. 
Here  he  drank  tea,  cup  after  cup,  in  reck- 
less excitement,  and  at  night,  when  he 
came  home  from  the  dancing  parties,  drop- 
ping with  fatigue,  he  could  not  sleep  till 
toward  morning.  He  woke  at  the  usual 
breakfast  hour,  and  then  went  about 
drowsing  throughout  the  day  till  the  tea 
began  again  in  the  afternoon.  He  fell 
asleep  whenever  he  sat  down,  not  only  in 
the  reading-room  at  Yiesseux's,  where  he 
disturbed  the  people  over  their  newspapers 
by  his  demonstrations  of  somnolence,  but 
even  at  church,  whither  he  went  one  Sun- 
day to  please  Imogene,  and  started  awake 
during  the  service  with  the  impression  that 
the  clergyman  had  been  making  a  joke. 
Everybody  but  Imogene  was  smiling.  At 
the  cafe  he  slept  without  scruple,  selecting 
a  corner  seat  for  the  purpose,  and  propor- 
tioning his  buonamano  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  giovaiie.  He  could  not  tell  how 
long  he  slept  at  these  places,  but  sometimes 
it  seemed  to  him  hours. 

One  day  he  went  to  see  Imogene,  and 
while  Effie  Bowen  stood  prattling  to  him 
as  he  sat  waiting  for  Imogene  to  come  in, 
he  faded  light-headedly  away  from  him- 


26 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


self  on  tlie  sofa,  as  if  lie  had  been  in  his 
corner  at  the  cafe.  Then  he  was  aware  of 
some  one  saying  "  'Sh  !"  and  he  saw  Effie 
Bowen,  with  her  finger  on  her  lip,  turned 
toward  Imogene,  a  figure  of  beautiful  de- 
spair in  the  doorway.  He  was  all  tucked 
up  with  sofa  pillows,  and  made  very  com- 
fortable, by  the  child  no  doubt.  She  slipped 
out,  seeing  him  awake,  so  as  to  leave  him 
and  Imogene  alone,  as  she  had  api)arently 
been  generally  instructed  to  do,  and  Imo- 
gene came  forward, 

"What  is  the  matter,  Theodore?''  she 
asked,  patiently.  She  had  taken  to  call- 
ing him  Theodore  when  they  were  alone. 
She  owned  that  she  did  not  like  the  name, 
but  she  said  it  was  right  she  should  call 
him  by  it,  since  it  was  his.  She  came  and 
sat  down  beside  him,  where  he  had  raised 
himself  to  a  sitting  posture,  but  she  did  not 
otfer  him  any  caress. 

"Nothing,"  he  answered.  ' '  But  this  cli- 
mate is  making  me  insupportably  drowsy ; 
or  else  the  spring  weather.'' 

"Oh  no;  it  isn't  that,"  she  said,  with  a 
slight  sigh.  He  had  left  her  in  the  mid- 
die  of  a  german  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  but  she  now^  looked  as  fresh  and 
lambent  as  a  star.  "It's  the  late  hours. 
They're  killing  you." 

Colville  tried  to  deny  it;  his  incoheren- 
cies  dissolved  themselves  in  a  yawn,  which 
he  did  not  succeed  in  passing  for  a  careless 
laugh. 

"It  w^on't  do,"  she  said,  as  if  speaking 
to  herself;  "no,  it  won't  do." 

"Oh  yes,  it  will,"  Colville  protested.  "I 
don't  mind  being  up.  I've  been  used  to  it 
all  my  life  on  the  paper.  It's  just  some 
temporary  thing.     It  '11  come  all  right." 

"Well,  no  matter,"  said  Imogene.  "  It 
makes  you  ridiculous,  going  to  all  those 
silly  places,  and  I'd  rather  give  it  up." 

The  tears  began  to  steal  down  her  cheeks, 
and  Colville  sighed.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
somebody  or  other  was  always  crying.  A 
man  never  quite  gets  used  to  the  tearful- 
ness of  women. 

"Oh,  don't  mind  it,"  he  said.  "If  you 
wish  ine  to  go,  I  will  go !  Or  die  in  the  at- 
tempt," he  added,  with  a  smile. 

Imogene  did  not  smile  with  him.  "I 
don't  wish  you  to  go  any  more.  It  w^as  a 
mistake  in  the  first  place,  and  from  this 
out  I  will  adapt  myself  to  you." 

"And  give  up  all  your  pleasures  ?  Do 
you  think  I  w^ould  let  you  do  that  ?  No, 
indeed !  Neither  in  this  nor  in  anything 
else.     I  will  not  cut  off  your  young  life  in 


any  way,  Imogene— not  shorten  it  or  di- 
minish it.  If  I  thought  I  should  do  that, 
or  you  would  try  to  do  it  for  me,  I  should 
wish  I  had  never  seen  you.'' 

"It  isn't  that.  I  know  liow  good  you 
are,  and  that  you  would  do  anvthing  for 
me." 

'*  Well,  then,  why  don't  you  go  to  these 
fandangoes  alone  ?  I  can  see  that  you 
have  me  on  your  mind  all  the  time,  when 
I'm  with  you." 

"Oughtn't  I?" 

"Yes,  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  not 
up  to  the  point  of  spoiling  your  fun.  I 
will  drop  in  now^  and  then,  but  I  w^on't 
try  to  come  to  all  of  them,  after  this; 
you'll  get  along  perfectly  well  with  Mrs. 
Amsden,  and  I  shall  be  safe  from  her  for 
a  while.  That  old  lady  has  marked  me  for 
her  prey :  I  can  see  it  in  her  glittering  eye- 
glass. I  shall  fall  asleep  some  evening 
between  dances,  and  then  she  will  get  it 
all  out  of  me." 

Imogene  still  refused  to  smile.  "No; 
I  shall  give  it  up.  I  don't  think  it's  well, 
going  so  much  without  Mrs.  Bowen.  Peo- 
ple will  begin  to  talk." 

"Talk?'' 

"Yes;  they  Avill  begin  to  say  that  I  had 
better  stay  with  her  a  little  more,  if  she 
isn't  welh" 

"  Why,  isn't  Mrs.  Bowen  well  ?"  asked 
Colville,  Avith  trepidation. 

"No;  she's  miserable.  Haven't  you  no- 
ticed ?" 

"She  sees  me  so  seldom  now,  I  thought 
it  was  only  her  headaches — " 

"  It's  much  more  than  that.  She  seems 
to  be  failing  every  way.  The  doctor  has 
told  her  she  ought  to  get  away  from  Flor- 
ence." Colville  could  not  speak ;  Imogene 
went  on:  "She's  always  delicate,  you 
know.  And  I  feel  that  all  that's  keeping 
her  here  now  is  the  news  from  home  that 
I — we're  waiting  for." 

Colville  got  up.  ' '  This  is  ghastly !  She 
mustn't  do  it!" 

"How  can  you  help  her  doing  it  ?  If 
she  thinks  anything  is  right,  she  can't 
help  doing  it.     Who  could  ?" 

Colville  thought  to  himself  that  he 
could  have  said ;  but  he  was  silent.  At  the 
moment  he  was  not  equal  to  so  much  joke 
or  so  much  truth  ;  and  Imogene  went  on: 

"  She'd  be  all  the  more  strenuous  about 
it  if  it  were  disagreeable;  and  rather  than 
accept  any  relief  from  me,  she  w^ould  die." 

"Is  she— unkind  to  you  ?"  faltered  Col- 
ville. 
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''She  is  only  too  kind.  You  can  feel 
that  she's  determined  to  be  so— that  she's 
said  she  will  have  nothing  to  reproach  her- 
self with ;  and  she  won't.  You  don't  sup- 
pose Mrs.  Bowen  would  be  unkind  to  any 
one  she  disliked  ?" 

"  Ah,  I  didn't  know,"  sig-hed  Colville. 

"  Tlie  more  she  disliked  them,  the  better 
she  would  use  them.  It's  because  our  en- 
gagement is  so  distasteful  to  her  that  she's 
determined  to  feel  that  she  did  nothing  to 
oppose  it." 

"But  how  can  you  tell  that  it's  distaste- 
ful, then  ?" 

"She  lets  you  feel  it  by — not  saying 
anything  about  it." 

"I  can't  see  how — " 

"  She  never  speaks  of  you.  I  don't  be- 
lieve she  ever  mentions  your  name.  She 
asks  me  about  the  places  where  I've  been, 
and  about  the  people — every  one  but  you. 
It's  very  uncomfortable." 

"Yes,"  said  Colville,  "it's  uncomfort- 
able." 

"  And  if  I  allude  to  letters  from  home, 
she  merely  presses  her  lips  together.  It's 
perfectly  wretched." 

"  I  see.  It's  I  whom  she  dislikes,  and  I 
would  do  anything  to  please  her.  She 
must  know  that,"  mused  Colville,  aloud. 
"Imogene!"  he  exclaimed,  with  a  sudden 
inspiration.   ' '  Why  shouldn't  I  go  away  ?" 

"Go  away  ?"  she  palpitated.  "What 
should  I  do  ?" 

The  colors  faded  from,  his  brilliant  pro- 
posal. "Oh,  I  only  meant  till  something 
was  settled — determined — concluded ;  till 
this  terrible  suspense  was  over."  He  added, 
hopelessly,  "But  nothing  can  be  done !" 

"  I  proposed,"  said  Imogene,  "  that  we 
should  all  go  away.  I  suggested  Via 
Reggio — the  doctor  said  she  ought  to  have 
sea  air — or  Venice;  but  she  wouldn't  hear 
of  it.     No;  we  must  wait." 

"Yes,  we  must  wait,"  repeated  Col- 
ville, hollowly.  "Then  nothing  can  be 
done  ?" 

"Why,  haven't  you  said  it  ?" 

"  Oh  yes — yes.  I  can't  go  away,  and 
you  can't.  But  couldn't  we  do  something 
— get  up  something  ?" 

"I  don't  know  what  you  mean." 

"  I  mean,  couldn't  we — amuse  her  some- 
how— help  her  to  take  her  mind  off  her- 
self?" 

Imogene  stared  at  him  rather  a  long 
time.  Then,  as  if  she  had  satisfied  herself 
in  her  own  mind,  she  shook  her  head. 
"She  wouldn't  submit  to  it." 


"  No ;  she  seems  to  take  everything  amiss 
that  I  do,"  said  Colville. 

"She  has  no  right  to  do  that,"  cried 
Imogene.  "I'm  sure  that  you're  always 
considering  her, and  proposing  to  do  things 
for  her.  I  won't  let  you  humble  your- 
self, as  if  you  had  wronged  her." 

"Oh,  I  don't  call  it  humbling.  I—I 
should  only  be  too  happy  if  I  could  do 
anything  that  was  agreeable  to  her." 

"Very  well,  I  will  tell  her,"  said  the 
girl,  haughtily.  "Shall  you  object  to  my 
joining  you  in  your  amusements,  what- 
ever they  are  ?  I  assure  you  I  will  be 
very  unobtrusive." 

"I  don't  understand  all  this,"  replied 
Colville.  "Who  has  proposed  to  exclude 
you  ?  Why  did  you  tell  me  anything 
about  Mrs.  Bowen,  if  you  didn't  want  me 
to  say  or  do  something?  I  supposed 
you  did;  but  I'll  withdraw  the  offensive 
proposition,  whatever  it  was." 

"  There  was  nothing  offensive.  But  if 
you  pity  her  so  much,  why  can't  you  pity 
me  a  little  ?" 

"I  didn't  know  anything  was  the  mat- 
ter with  you.  I  thought  that  you  were 
enjoying  yourself — " 

' '  Enjoying  ?  Keeping  you  up  at  dances 
till  you  drop  asleep  Avhenever  you  sit  down  ? 
And  then  coming  home  and  talking  to  a 
person  who  won't  mention  your  name! 
Do  you  call  that  enjoying  ?  I  can't  speak 
of  you  to  any  one;  and  no  one  speaks  to 
me — " 

"If  you  like,  I  will  talk  to  you  on  the 
subject,"  Colville  essayed,  in  dreary  jest. 

"Oh,  don't  joke  about  it !  This  perpet- 
ual joking,  I  believe  it's  that  that's  wearing 
me  out.  When  I  come  to  you  for  a  little 
comfort  in  circumstances  that  drive  me 
almost  distracted,  you  want  to  amuse  Mrs, 
Bowen ;  and  when  I  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
share  in  the  amusement,  you  laugh  at  me ! 
If  you  don't  understand  it  all,  I'm  sure  I 
don't." 

"Imogene!" 

"No!  It's  very  strange.  There's  only 
one  explanation.    You  don't  care  for  me." 

"Not  care  for  you!"  cried  Colville, 
thinking  of  his  sufferings  in  the  past  fort- 
night. 

"And  I  would  have  made  any — any 
sacrifice  for  you.  At  least  I  wouldn't 
have  made  you  show  yourself  a  mean  and 
grudging  person  if  you  had  come  to  me 
for  a  little  sympathy." 

' '  Oh,  poor  child !"  he  cried,  and  his  heart 
ached  with  the  sense  that  she  really  was 
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nothing  but  an  unhappy  cliikl.  "I  do 
sj-nipathize  with  you,  and  I  see  how  hard 
it  is  for  you  to  manage  with  Mi's.  Bowen's 
dislike  for  me.  But  you  mustn't  think  of 
it.  I  dare  say  it  will  be  different:  I've 
no  doubt  we  can  get  her  to  look  at  me  in 
some  brighter  light.  I — ''  He  did  not 
know  what  he  should  urge  next,  but  he 
goaded  his  invention,  and  was  able  to  de- 
clare that  if  they  loved  each  other  they 
need  not  regard  any  one  else.  This  flight, 
when  accomplished,  did  not  strike  him  as 
of  very  original  effect,  and  it  was  wiih  a 
dull  surprise  that  he  saw  it  sufficed  for 
her. 

"No,  no  one  I"  she  exclaimed,  accept- 
ing the  platitude  as  if  it  were  now  uttered 
for  the  first  time.  She  dried  her  eyes  and 
smiled.  "I  will  tell  Mrs.  Bowen  how  you 
feel  and  what  you've  said,  and  I  know  she 
will  appreciate  your  generosity.'' 

'' Yes, "said Col ville,  pensively;  "there's 
nothing  I  Avon't  propose  doing  for  peo- 
ple.'' 

She  suddenly  clung  to  him,  and  would 
not  let  him  go.  "Oh,  what  is  the  mat- 
ter?" she  moaned  afresh.  "I  show  out 
the  worst  that  is  in  me,  and  only  the 
worst.  Do  you  think  I  shall  always  be 
so  narrow-minded  with  you  ?  I  thought 
I  loved  you  enough  to  be  magnanimous. 
You  are.  It  seemed  to  me  that  our  lives 
together  would  be  grand  and  large;  and 
here  I  am,  grovelling  in  the  lowest  self- 
ishness !  I  am  worrying  and  scolding  you 
because  you  wish  to  please  some  one  that 
has  been  as  good  as  m\  own  mother  to 
me.     Do  you  call  that  noble  ?'' 

Col  ville  did  not  venture  any  reply  to  a 
demand  evidently  addressed  to  her  own 
conscience. 

Bui  when  she  asked  if  he  really  thought 
he  had  better  go  away,  he  said,  "Oh  no; 
that  was  a  mistake." 

"Because,  if  you  do,  you  shall — to  pun- 
ish me.'' 

"My  dearest  girl,  why  should  I  wish 
to  punish  you  ?" 

"Because  I've  been  low  and  mean. 
Now  I  want  you  to  do  something  for  Mrs. 
Bowen — something  to  amuse  her;  to  show 
that  we  appreciate  her.  And  I  don't  want 
you  to  S3'mpathize  with  me  at  all.  When 
I  ask  for  your  sympathy,  it's  a  sign  that  I 
don't  deserve  it." 

"Is  that  so?" 

"Oh,  be  serious  with  me.  I  mean  it. 
And  I  want  to  beg  your  pardon  for  some- 
thin"-." 


"Yes;  what's  that?" 

"Can't  you  guess  ?'' 

"No." 

"You  needn't  have  your  lapels  silk- 
lined.     You  needn't  wear  houtonnieres.'^ 

"Oh,  but  I've  had  the  coat  changed." 

' '  No  matter !  Change  it  back  I  It  isn't 
for  me  to  make  you  over.  I  must  make 
myself  over.  It's  my  right,  it's  my  sacred 
privilege,  to  conform  to  you  in  every  way, 
and  I  humble  myself  in  the  dust  for 
having  forgotten  it  at  the  very  start.  Oh, 
do  you  think  I  can  ever  be  worthy  of  you  ? 
I  icill  try;  indeed  I  will!  I  shall  not 
wear  my  light  dresses  another  time !  From 
this  out,  I  shall  dress  more  in  keeping 
with  you.  I  boasted  that  I  should  live  to 
comfort  and  console  you,  to  recompense 
you  for  the  past,  and  what  have  I  been 
doing  ?     Wearying  and  degrading  you  !"' 

"Oh  no,*'  pleaded  Colville.  "I  am 
very  comfortable.  I  don't  need  any  com- 
pensation for  the  past.  I  need — sleep.  I'm 
going  to  bed  to-night  at  eight  o'clock, 
and  I  am  going  to  sleep  twenty-four 
hours.  Then  I  shall  be  fresh  for  Mrs. 
Fleming's  ball.'' 

"I'm  not  going,"  saidlmogene,  briefly. 

"  Oh  yes,  you  are.  I'll  come  round  to- 
morrow evening  and  see." 

"No.     There  are  to  be  no  more  parties." 

"Why?'' 

"I  can't  endure  them." 

She  was  looking  at  him  and  talking  at 
him,  but  she  seemed  far  aloof  in  the  ab- 
straction of  a  sublime  regret;  she  seemed 
puzzled,  bewildered  at  herself. 

Colville  got  away.  He  felt  the  pathos 
of  the  confusion  and  question  to  which 
he  left  her,  but  he  felt  himself  powerless 
against  it.  There  was  but  one  solution 
to  it  all,  and  that  was  impossible.  He 
could  only  grieve  over  her  trouble,  and 
wait ;  grieve  for  the  irrevocable  loss  which 
made  her  trouble  remote  and  impersonal 
to  him,  and  submit. 

XVIII. 

The  young  clergyman  whom  Colville 
saw  talking  to  Imogene  on  his  first  even- 
ing at  Mrs.  Bowen's  had  come  back  from 
Rome,  where  he  had  been  spending  a 
month  or  two,  and  they  began  to  meet  at 
Palazzo  Pinti  again.  If  they  got  on  well 
enough  together,  they  did  not  get  on  very 
far.  The  suave  house-priest  manners  of 
the  young  clergyman  offended  Colville; 
he  could  hardly  keep  from  sneering  at  his 
taste  in  art  and  books,  which  in  fact  was 
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rather  conventional;  and  no  doubt  Mr. 
Morton  bad  bis  own  reserves,  under  wbicb 
he  was  perfectly  civil,  and  only  too  def- 
erential, to  Colville,  as  to  an  older  man. 
Since  his  return,  Mrs.  Bowen  had  come 
back  to  her  salon.  She  looked  haggard ; 
but  she  did  what  she  could  to  look  other- 
wise. She  was  always  polite  to  Colville, 
and  she  was  j)olitely  cordial  with  the  cler- 
gyman. Sometimes  Colville  saw  her  driv- 
ing out  with  him  and  Eflie;  they  appear- 
ed to  make  excursions ;  and  he  had  an  im- 
pression, very  obscure,  that  Mrs.  Bowen 
lent  the  young  clergyman  money :  that  he 
was  a  superstition  of  hers,  and  she  a  pa- 
tron of  his;  he  must  have  been  ten  years 
younger  than  she — not  more  than  twenty- 
five. 

The  first  Sunday  after  his  return.  Col- 
ville walked  home  with  Mr.  Waters  from 
hearing  a  sermon  of  Mr.  Morton's,  which 
they  agreed  was  rather  well  judged,  and 
simply  and  fitly  expressed. 

"And  he  spoke  with  the  authority  of 
the  priest,''  said  the  old  minister.  "His 
Church  alone  of  all  the  Protestant  Churches 
has  preserved  that  to  its  ministers.  Some- 
times I  have  thought  it  was  a  great 
thing.'' 

"Not  always?"  asked  Colville,  with  a 
smile. 

' '  These  things  are  matters  of  mood 
rather  than  conviction  with  me."'  return- 
ed Mr.  AVaters.  "  Once  they  affected  me 
very  deeply ;  but  now  I  shall  so  soon  know 
all  about  it  that  they  don't  move  me.  But 
at  times  I  think  that  if  I  were  to  live  my 
life  over  again,  I  would  prefer  to  be  of 
some  formal,  some  inflexibly  ritualized, 
religion.  At  solemnities — weddings  and 
funerals — I  have  been  impressed  with  the 
advantage  of  the  Anglican  rite:  it  is  the 
Church  speaking  to  and  for  humanity — 
or  seems  so,"  he  added,  with  cheerful  in- 
difference. ' '  Something  in  its  faA'or, "  he 
continued,  after  a  while,  '"  is  the  influence 
that  every  ritualized  faith  has  with  wo- 
men. If  they  ax)prehend  those  mysteries 
more  subtly  than  we,  such  a  preference 
of  theirs  must  mean  a  good  deal.  Yes; 
the  other  Protestant  systems  are  men's 
systems.  AVomen  must  have  form.  They 
don't  care  for  freedom."' 

"They  appear  to  like  the  formalist, 
too.  as  well  as  the  form,"  said  Colville, 
with  scorn  not  obviously  necessary. 

"Oh  yes;  they  must  have  everything 
in  the  concrete,"  said  the  old  gentleman, 
cheerfully. 


"  I  wonder  where  Mr.  Morton  met  Mrs. 
Bowen  first,"  said  Colville. 

"Here,  I  think.  I  believe  he  had  let- 
ters to  her.  Before  you  came  I  used  often 
to  meet  him  at  her  house.  I  think  she 
has  helped  him  with  money  at  times." 

"Isn't  that  rather  an  unpleasant  idea?" 

"Yes,  it's  disagreeable.  And  it  places 
the  ministry  in  a  dependent  attitude.  But 
under  our  system  it's  unavoidable.  Young 
men  devoting  themselves  to  the  ministry 
frequently  receive  gifts  of  money." 

"I  don't  like  it,"  cried  Colville. 

"They  don't  feel  it  as  others  would. 
I  didn't  myself.  Even  at  present  I  may 
be  said  to  be  living  on  charity.  But  some- 
times I  have  fancied  that  in  Mr.  Morton's 
case  there  might  be  peculiarly  mitigating 
circumstances." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?'' 

' '  When  I  met  him  first  at  Mrs.  Bowen's 
I  used  to  think  that  it  was  Miss  Graham 
in  whom  he  was  interested — *' 

"I  can  assure  you,"  interrupted  Col- 
ville. "that  she  was  never  interested  in 
him." 

"  Oh  no:  I  didn't  suppose  that,"  return- 
ed the  old  man,  tranquilly.  "And  I've 
since  had  reason  to  revise  my  opinion.  I 
think  he  is  interested  in  Mrs.  Bowen." 

"Mrs.  Bowen  I  And  you  think  that 
would  be  a  mitigating  circumstance  in  his 
acceptance  of  money  from  her?  If  he 
had  the  spirit  of  a  man  at  all,  it  would 
make  it  all  the  more  revolting." 

"Oh  no,  oh  no,"  softly  pleaded  Mr. 
Waters.  "We  must  not  look  at  these 
things  too  romantically.  He  probably 
reasons  that  she  would  give  him  all  her 
money  if  they  were  married.'' 

'  ■  But  he  has  no  right  to  reason  in  that 
way, "  retorted  Colville,  with  heat.  '  *  They 
are  not  married:  it's  ignoble  and  unman- 
ly for  him  to  count  upon  it.  It's  prepos- 
terous. She  must  be  ten  vears  older  than 
he.'' 

'•'Oh,  I  don't  say  that  they're  to  be 
married,"  Mr.  Waters  replied.  "But 
these  disparities  of  age  frequently  occur 
in  marriage.  I  don't  like  them,  though 
sometimes  I  think  the  evil  is  less  when  it 
is  the  wife  who  is  the  elder.  We  look  at 
youth  and  age  in  a  gross,  material  way 
too  often.  Women  remain  young  longer 
than  men.  They  keep  their  youthful 
sympathies;  an  old  woman  understands  a 
young  girl.  Do  you — or  do  I — undei'stand 
a  young  man  ?'' 
"^Colville    laughed   harshly.      "It    isn't 
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quite  the  same  thing:,  ^Ir.  Waters.  But 
yes,  I'll  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  I  don't  understand  young  men.  I'll 
go  farther,  and  say  that  I  don't  like  them  ; 
I'm  afraid  of  them.  And  you  wouldn't 
think,"  he  added,  abrupth',  "that  it  would 
be  well  for  me  to  marry  a  girl  twenty 
years  younger  than  mj'self.'' 

The  old  man  glanced  up  at  him  with 
innocent  slyness.  "I  prefer  always  to 
discuss  these  things  in  an  impersonal 
way." 

"But  you  can't  discuss  them  imperson- 
ally with  me:  I'm  engaged  to  Miss  Gra- 
ham. Ever  since  you  first  found  me 
here  after  I  told  you  I  was  going  away 
I  have  wished  to  tell  you  this,  and  this 
seems  as  good  a  time  as  any — or  as  bad." 
The  defiance  faded  from  his  voice,  which 
dropped  to  a  note  of  weary  sadness.  ' '  Yes, 
we're  engaged — or  shall  be,  as  soon  as  she 
can  hear  from  her  family.  I  w^anted  to 
tell  you  because  it  seemed  somehow  your 
due,  and  because  I  fancied  you  had  a 
friendly  interest  in  us  both." 

"Yes,  that  is  true,''  returned  Mr.  Wa- 
ters. "I  wish  you  joy."  He  went  through 
the  form  of  offering  his  hand  to  Colville, 
who  pressed  it  with  anxious  fervor. 

"I  confess,"  he  said,  "that  I  feel  the 
risks  of  the  affair.  It's  not  that  I  have 
any  dread  for  my  own  part:  I  have  lived 
my  life,  such  as  it  is.  But  the  child  is  full 
of  fancies  about  me  that  can't  be  fulfilled. 
She  dreams  of  restoring  my  youth  some- 
how, of  retrieving  the  past  for  me,  of 
avenging  me  at  her  own  cost  for  an  un- 
lucky love  affair  that  I  had  here  twenty 
years  ago.  It's  pretty  of  her,  but  it's  ter- 
ribly pathetic — it's  tragic.  I  know  very 
well  that  I'm  a  middle-aged  man,  and  that 
there's  no  more  youth  for  me.  I'm  get- 
ting gray,  and  I'm  getting  fat.  I  wouldn't 
be  young  if  I  could ;  it's  a  bore.  I  sup- 
pose I  could  keep  up  an  illusion  of  youth- 
fulness  for  five  or  six  years  more;  and 
then  if  I  could  be  quietly  chloroformed  out 
of  the  Avay,  perhaps  it  wouldn't  have  been 
so  very  bad." 

"I  have  always  thought,"  said  Mr. 
Waters,  dreamily,  "that  a  good  deal  might 
be  said  for  abbreviating  hopeless  suffer- 
ing. I  have  known  some  very  good  peo- 
ple advocate  its  practice  by  science." 

"Yes,"  answered  Colville.  "Perhaps 
I've  presented  that  point  too  prominently. 
What  I  wished  you  to  understand  was 
that  I  don't  care  for  myself;  that  I  consid- 
er only  the  happiness  of  this  young  girl 


that's  somehow — I  hardly  know  how — 
been  i)ut  in  my  keeping.  I  haven't  for- 
gotten the  talks  that  we've  had  heretofore 
on  this  subject,  and  it  would  be  affectation 
and  bad  taste  in  me  to  ignore  them.  Don't 
be  troubled  at  anything  you've  said;  it 
was  probably  true,  and  I'm  sure  it  was  sin- 
cere. Sometimes  I  think  that  the  kindest 
— the  least  cruel — thing  I  could  do  would 
be  to  break  with  her,  to  leave  her.  But  I 
know  that  I  shall  do  nothing  of  the  kind; 
I  shall  drift.  The  child  is  very  dear  to  me. 
She  has  great  and  noble  qualities;  she's 
supremel}'-  unselfish  ;  she  loves  me  through 
her  mistaken  pity,  and  because  she  thinks 
she  can  sacrifice  herself  to  me.  But  she 
can't.  Everything  is  against  that ;  she 
doesn't  know  how ;  and  there  is  no  reason 
wh}".  I  don't  express  it  very  well.  I 
think  nobody  clearly  understands  it  but 
Mrs.  Bo  wen,  and  I've  somehow  alienated 
her." 

He  became  aware  tliat  his  self-abne- 
gation was  taking  the  character  of  self- 
pity,  and  he  stoi)ped. 

Mr.  Waters  seemed  to  be  giving  the 
subject  serious  attention  in  the  silence 
that  ensued.  "There  is  this  to  be  remem- 
bered," he  began,  "which  we  don't  con- 
sider in  our  mere  speculations  upon  any 
phase  of  human  affairs,  and  that  is  the 
wonderful  degree  of  amelioration  that  any 
given  difficulty  finds  in  the  reahzation.  It 
is  the  anticipation,  not  the  experience,  tliat 
is  the  trial.  In  a  case  of  this  kind,  facts  of 
temperament, of  mere  association, of  union, 
work  unexpected  mitigations;  they  not 
only  alleviate,  they  allay.  You  say  that 
she  cherishes  an  illusion  concerning  you: 
well,  with  women,  nothing  is  so  indestruc- 
tible as  an  illusion.  Give  them  any  chance 
at  all,  and  all  the  forces  of  their  nature 
combine  to  preserve  it.  And  if,  as  you 
say,  she  is  so  dear  to  you,  that  in  itself  is 
almost  sufficient.  I  can  well  understand 
your  misgivings,  springing  as  they  do 
from  a  sensitive  conscience;  but  we  may 
reasonably  hope  that  they  are  exaggerated. 
Very  probably  there  will  not  be  the  rap- 
ture for  her  that  there  would  be  if — if 
you  were  younger ;  but  the  chances  of  final 
happiness  are  great — yes,  very  consider- 
able. She  will  learn  to  appreciate  what  is 
really  best  in  you,  and  you  already  under- 
stand her.  Your  love  for  her  is  the  key 
to  the  future.  Without  that,  of  course — " 
"Oh,  of  course,"  interrupted  Colville, 
hastily.  Every  touch  of  this  comforter's 
hand  had  been  a  sting ;  and  he  parted  with 
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him  in  that  feeling  of  utter  friendlessness 
involving  a  man  who  has  taken  counsel 
upon  the  confession  of  half  his  trouble. 

Something  in  Mrs.  Bo  wen's  manner 
wlien  he  met  her  next  made  him  think 
that  perhaps  Imogene  had  been  telling 
her  of  the  sympathy  he  had  expressed  for 
her  ill  health.  It  was  in  the  evening,  and 
Imogene  and  Mr.  Morton  were  looking 
over  a  copy  of  The  Marble  Faun,  which 
he  had  illustrated  with  photographs  at 
Rome.  Imogene  asked  Colville  to  look 
at  it  too,  but  he  said  he  would  examine  it 
later;  he  had  his  opinion  of  people  who 
illustrated  The  Marble  Faun  with  photo- 
graphs; it  surprised  him  that  she  seemed 
to  find  something  novel  and  brilliant  in 
the  idea. 

Effie  Bowen  looked  round  where  she 
was  kneeling  on  a  chair  beside  the  couple 
with  the  book,  and  seeing  Colville  wan- 
dering neglectedly  about  before  he  placed 
himself,  she  jumped  down  and  ran  and 
caught  his  hand. 

"  Well,  what  now?"  he  asked,  with  a 
dim  smile,  as  slie  began  to  pull  him  to- 
ward the  sofa.  When  he  should  be  ex- 
pelled from  Palazzo  Pinti  he  would  really 
miss  the  worship  of  that  little  thing.  He 
knew  that  her  impulse  had  been  to  con- 
sole him  for  his  exclusion  from  the  plea- 
sures that  Imogene  and  Mr.  Morton  were 
enjoying. 

"Nothing.  Just  talk,"  she  said,  mak- 
ing him  fast  in  a  corner  of  the  sofa  by 
crouching  tight  against  him. 

"What  about?  About  which  is  the 
pleasantest  season  ?" 

"Oh  no;  weVe  talked  about  that  so 
often.  Besides,  of  course  you'd  say  spring, 
now  that  it's  coming  on  so  nicely." 

"Do  you  think  I'm  so  changeable  as 
that  ?  Haven't  I  always  said  winter  when 
this  question  of  the  seasons  Avas  up  ?  And 
I  say  it  now.  Sha'n't  you  be  awfully  sor- 
ry when  you  can't  have  a  pleasant  little 
fire  on.  the  hearth  like  this  any  more  ?" 

"Yes ;  I  know.  But  it's  very  nice  hav- 
ing the  flowers,  too.  The  grass  was  all 
full  of  daisies  to-day — perfectly  powdered 
with  them." 

"To-day?     Where?" 

"At  the  Cascine.  And  in  under  the 
trees  there  were  millions  of  violets  and 
crows-feet.  Mr.  Morton  helped  me  to  get 
them  for  mamma  and  Imogene.  And  we 
staid  so  long  that  when  we  drove  home  the 
daisies  had  all  shut  up,  and  the  little  pink 
leaves  outside  made  it  look  like  a  field  of 


red  clover.     Are  you  never  going  there 
any  more  ?" 

Mrs.  Bowen  came  in.  From  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  greeting  between  her 
and  Mr.  Morton,  Colville  inferred  that  she 
was  returning  to  the  room  after  having 
already  been  there.  She  stood  a  moment, 
with  a  little  uncertainty,  when  she  had 
shaken  hands  with  him,  and  then  dropped 
upon  the  sofa  beyond  Effie.  The  little 
girl  ran  one  hand  through  Colville's  arm, 
and  the  other  through  her  mother's,  and 
gripped  them  fast.  "Now  I  have  got 
you  both,"  she  triumphed,  and  smiled  first 
into  her  face,  and  then  into  his. 

"Be  quiet,  Effie,"  said  her  mother,  but 
she  submitted. 

"I  hope  you're  better  for  your  drive  to- 
day, Mrs.  Bowen.  EfHe  has  been  telling 
me  about  it," 

"We  staid  out  a  long  time.  Yes,  I 
think  the  air  did  me  good ;  but  I'm  not  an 
invalid,  you  know." 

"Oh  no." 

"  I'm  feeling  a  little  fagged.  And  the 
weather  was  tempting.  I  suppose  you've 
been  taking  one  of  your  long  walks." 

"No;  I've  scarcely  stirred  out.  I  usu- 
ally feel  like  going  to  meet  the  spring  a 
little  more  than  half-way ;  but  this  year  I 
don't,  somehow." 

' '  A  good  many  people  are  feeling  rath- 
er languid,  I  believe,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen. 

"I  hope  you'll  get  away  from  Florence," 
said  Colville. 

"  Oh,"  she  returned,  with  a  faint  flush, 
"I'm  afraid  Imogene  exaggerated  that  a 
little."    She  added,  "You  are  very  good." 

She  was  treating  him  more  kindly  than 
she  had  ever  done  since  that  Sunday  aft- 
ernoon when  he  came  in  with  Imogene 
to  say  that  he  was  going  to  stay.  It  might 
be  merely  because  she  had  worn  out  her 
mood  of  severity,  as  people  do,  returning 
in  good  humor  to  those  with  whom  they 
were  offended,  merely  through  the  recon- 
ciling force  of  time.  She  did  not  look  at 
him,  but  this  was  better  than  meeting  his 
eye  with  that  interceptive  glance.  A 
strange  peace  touched  his  heart.  Imo- 
gene and  the  young  clergyman  at  the  ta- 
ble across  the  room  were  intent  on  the 
book  still;  he  w^as  explaining  and  expati- 
ating, and  she  listening.  Colville  saw 
that  he  had  a  fine  head,  and  an  intelligent, 
handsome,  gentle  face.  When  he  turn- 
ed again  to  Mrs.  Bowen  it  was  with  the 
illusion  that  she  had  been  saying  some- 
thing; but  she  was,  in  fact,  sitting  mute, 
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and  lier  face,  witli  itsbriglit  color,  showed 
patlietically  thin. 

''I  should  imagine  that  Venice  would 
be  good  for  you,"  he  said. 

"It's  still  very  hai*sh  there,  I  hear. 
No;  when  we  leave  Florence,  I  think  Ave 
will  go  to  Switzerland." 

"Oh,  not  to  Madame  Schebres's !"  plead- 
ed the  child,  turning  upon  her. 

"No,  not  to  Madame  Sche])res's,''  con- 
sented the  mother.  She  continued,  ad- 
dressing Colville:  "I  was  thinking  of  Lau- 
sanne.    Do  you  know  Lausanne  at  all  ?'' 

"Only  from  Gibbon's  report.  It's 
hardly  up  to  date." 

"I  tliought  of  taking  a  house  there  for 
the  summer,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  playing 
with  Effie's  fingers.  "It's  pleasant  b}' 
the  lake,  I  suppose." 

"It's  lovely  bj"  the  lake!"  cried  the 
child.  "  Oh,  do  go,  mamma!  I  could  get 
a  boat  and  learn  to  row.  Here  you  can't 
row,  the  Arno's  so  swift." 

"The  air  would  bring  you  up,"  said 
Colville  to  Mrs.  Bowen.  "Switzerland's 
the  only  country  wliere*  you're  perfectly 
sure  of  waking  new  every  morning." 

This  idea  interested  the  child.  "Wak- 
ing new!"  she  repeated. 

"Yes;  perfectly  made  over.  You  wake 
up  another  person.  Shouldn't  you  think 
that  would  be  nice  ?" 

"No." 

"Well,  I  shouldn't,  in  your  place.  But 
in  mine,  I  much  prefer  to  wake  up  another 
person.  Only  it's  pretty  hard  on  the  other 
person." 

"How  queer  you  are!''  The  child  set 
her  teeth  for  fondness  of  him,  and  seizing 
his  cheeks  between  her  hands,  squeezed 
them  hard,  admiring  the  effect  upon  his 
features,  which  in  some  respects  was  not 
adv^antageous. 

"  Efiie!"  cried  her  mother,  sternly;  and 
she  dropped  to  her  place  again,  and  laid 
hold  of  Colville's  arm  for  protection. 
"You  are  really  very  rude.  I  shall  send 
you  to  bed." 

"Oh  no, don't,  Mrs.  Bowen,"  he  begged. 
' '  I'm  responsible  for  these  violences.  Eflie 
used  to  be  a  very  well  behaved  child  before 
she  began  playing  with  me.  It's  all  my 
fault." 

They  remained  talking  on  the  sofa  to- 
gether, while  Imogene  and  Mr.  Morton 
continued  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
book.  From  time  to  time  she  looked  over 
at  them,  and  then  turned  again  to  the 
young    clergyman,  who,   when    he    had 


clo.sed  the  book,  rested  his  hands  on  its  top 
and  began  to  give  an  animated  account  of 
something,  conjecturabl^'  his  sojourn  in 
Rome. 

In  a  low  voice,  and  with  pauses  adjusted 
to  the  occasional  silences  of  the  young 
people  acro.ss  the  room,  Mrs.  Bowen  told 
Colville  how  Mr.  Morton  was  introduced 
to  her  by  an  old  friend  who  was  greatly 
interested  in  him.  She  said,  frankl}-,  that 
she  had  been  able  to  be  of  use  to  him,  and 
that  he  was  now  going  back  to  America 
very  soon:  it  was  as  if  she  were  privy  to 
the  conjecture  that  had  come  to  the  sur- 
face in  his  talk  with  Mr.  Waters,  and  wish- 
ed him  to  understand  exactly-  how  matters 
stood  with  the  young  clergyman  and  her- 
self. Colville,  indeed,  began  to  be  more 
tolerant  of  him;  he  succeeded  in  praising 
the  sermon  he  had  heard  him  preach. 

"Oh,  he  has  talent,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen. 

They  fell  into  the  old,  almost  domestic 
strain,  from  which  she  broke  at  times  with 
an  etfort,  but  retui*ning  as  if  helplessly  to 
it.  He  had  the  gift  of  knowing  how  not 
to  take  an  advantage  with  women;  that 
sense  of  unconstraint  in  them  fought  in 
his  favor;  when  Eflie  dropped  her  head 
wearily  against  his  arm,  her  mother  even 
laughed  in  sending  her  off  to  bed ;  she  had 
hitherto  been  serious.  Imogene  said  she 
would  go  to  see  her  tucked  in,  and  that 
sent  the  clergyman  to  say  good-night  to 
Mrs.  Bowen,  and  to  put  an  end  to  Colville's 
audience. 

In  these  days,  when  Colville  came  every 
night  to  Palazzo  Pinti,  he  got  back  the 
tone  he  had  lost  in  the  past  fortnight.  He 
thought  that  it  was  the  complete  immu- 
nity from  his  late  pleasures,  and  the  reg- 
ular and  sufficient  sleep,  which  had  set 
him  firmly  ou  his  feet  again,  but  he  did 
not  inquire  very  closely.  Imogene  went 
two  or  three  times,  after  she  had  declared 
she  would  go  no  more,  from  the  neces- 
sity women  feel  of  blunting  the  edge  of 
comment:  but  Colville  profited  instantly 
and  fully  by  the  release  from  the  par- 
ties which  she  offered  him.  He  did  not 
go  even  to  afternoon  tea-drinkings :  the 
"days"  of  the  different  ladies,  which  he 
had  been  so  diligent  to  observe,  knew  him 
no  more.  At  the  hours  when  society  as- 
sembled in  this  house  or  that  and  inquired 
for  him,  or  wondered  about  him,  he  was 
commonly  taking  a  nap,  and  he  was  punc- 
tually in  bed  every  night  at  eleven,  after 
his  return  from  Mrs.  Bowen's. 

He  believed,  of  course,  that  he   went 
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there  because  he  now  no  longer  met  Imo- 
gene  elsewhere,  and  he  found  the  house 
pleasanter  than  it  had  ever  been  since  the 
veglione.    Mrs.  Bo  wen's  relenting  was  not 
continuous,  however.     There  were  times 
that  seemed  to  be  times  of  question  and 
of  struggle  with  her,  when  she  vacillated 
between  the  old  cordiality  and  the  later 
alienation;   when  she  went   beyond    the 
former,  or  lapsed  into  moods  colder  and 
more  repellent  than  the  latter.     It  would 
have  been  difficult  to  mark  the  moment 
when  these  struggles  ceased   altogether, 
and  an  evening  passed  in  unbroken  kind- 
ness between  them.      But  afterward  Col- 
ville  could  remember  an  emotion  of  grate- 
ful surprise  at  a  subtle  word  or  action  of 
hers  in  which  she  appeared  to  throw  all 
restraint — scruple  or  rancor,  whichever  it 
might  be — to  the  winds,  and  become  perfect- 
ly his  friend  again.     It  must  have  been  by 
compliance  with  some  wish  or  assent  to 
some  opinion  of  his ;  what  he  knew  was 
that  he  was  not  only  permitted,  he  was 
invited,  to  feel  himself  the  most  favored 
guest.     The  charming  smile,  so  small  and 
sweet,  so    very  near  to    bitterness,  came 
back  to  her  lips,  the  deeply  fringed  eyelids 
were  lifted  to  let  the  sunny  eyes  stream 
upon  him.     She  did,   now,  whatever  he 
asked  her.     She   consulted   his  taste  and 
judgment  on  many  points;  she  consented 
to  resume,  when   she  should  be  a  little 
stronger,  their  visits  to  the  churches  and 
galleries :  it  would  be  a  shame  to  go  away 
from   Florence    without   knowing    them 
thoroughly.     It  came  to  her  asking  him 
to  drive  with  her  and  Imogene  in  the  Cas- 
cine;  and  when  Imogene  made  some  ex- 
cuse not  to  go,  Mrs.  Bo  wen  did  not  post- 
pone the  drive,  but  took  Colville  and  Effie. 
They  drove  quite  down  to  the  end  of 
the  Cascine,  and  got  out  there  to  admire 
the  gay  monument,  with  the  painted  bust, 
of  the  poor  young  Indian  prince  who  died 
in   Florence.      They   strolled    all   about, 
talking  of  the  old  times  in  the  Cascine, 
twenty  years  before;  and  walking  up  the 
road  beside  the  canal,  while  the  carriage 
slowly  followed,  they  stopped  to  enjoy  the 
peasants  lying  asleep  in  the  grass  on  the 
other  bank.     Colville  and  Effie  gathered 
wild  flowers,  and  piled  them  in  her  mo- 
ther's lap  when  she  remounted  to  the  car- 
riage and  drove  along,  while  they  made 
excursions  into  the  little  dingles  beside, 
the   road.      Some   people   who   overtook 
them  in  these  sylvan  pleasures  reported 
the  fact  at  a  reception  to  which  they  were 


going,  and  Mrs.  Amsden,  whose  mind  had 
been  gradually  clearing  under  the  simul- 
taneous withdrawal  of  Imogene  and  Col- 
ville from  society,  professed  herself  again 
as  thickly  clouded  as  a  weather-glass  be- 
fore a  storm.  She  appealed  to  the  sym- 
pathy of  others  against  this  hardship. 

Mrs.  Bowcn  took  Colville  home  to  din- 
ner; Mr.  Morton  was  coming,  she  said, 
and  he  must  come  too.  At  table  the 
young  clergyman  made  her  his  compli- 
ment on  her  look  of  health;  and  she  said. 
Yes,  she  had  been  driving,  and  she  be- 
lieved that  she  needed  nothing  but  to  be 
in  the  air  a  little  more,  as  she  very  well 
could,  now  the  spring  weather  was  real- 
ly coming.  She  said  that  they  had  been 
talking  all  winter  of  going  to  Fiesole, 
where  Imogene  had  never  been  yet;  and, 
upon  comparison,  it  appeared  that  none 
of  them  had  yet  been  to  Fiesole  except 
herself.  Then  they  must  all  go  together, 
she  said  ;  the  carriage  would  hold  four 
very  comfortably. 

"Ah!  that  leaves  me  out,"  said  Col- 
ville, who  had  caught  sight  of  Effie's  fall- 
en countenance. 

"Oh  no.  How  is  that?  It  leaves  Effie 
out." 

* '  It's  the  same  thing.  But  I  might  ride, 
and  Effie  might  give  me  her  hand  to  hold 
over  the  side  of  the  carriage ;  that  would 
sustain  me." 

"We  could  take  her  between  us,  Mrs. 
Bowen, "  suggested  Imogene.  ' '  The  back 
seat  is  wide." 

"Then  the  party  is  made  up,"  said  Col- 
ville "and  Effie  hasn't  'demeaned'  herself 
by  asRing  to  go  where  she  wasn't  invited." 
The  child  turned  inquiringly  toward 
her  mother,  who  met  her  with  an.  indul- 
gent smile,  which  became  a  little  flush 
of  grateful  appreciation  when  it  reached 
Colville  ;  but  Mrs.  Bowen  ignored  Imo- 
gene in  the  matter  altogether. 

The  evening  passed  delightfully.  Mr. 
Morton  had  another  book  which  he  had 
brought  to  show  Imogene,  and  Mrs.  Bow- 
en sat  a  long  time  at  the  piano,  striking 
this  air  and  that  of  the  songs  which  she 
used  to  sing  when  she  was  a  girl :  Colville 
was  trying  to  recall  them.  When  he  and 
Imogene  were  left  alone  for  their  adieux 
they  approached  each  other  in  an  estrange- 
ment through  which  each  tried  to  break. 
"Why  don't  you  scold  me  ?"  she  asked. 
"I  have  neglected  you  the  whole  even- 
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"How  '{     All!  if  you  don't  know — " 

"No.  I  dai*e  say  I  must  be  very  stu- 
pid. I  saw  you  talking  with  Mr.  Morton, 
and  you  seemed  iutei*ested.  I  thought  Id 
better  not  intrude." 

She  seemed  uncertain  of  his  intention, 
and  then  satisfied  of  its  simplicity. 

"Isn't  it  pleasant  to  have  Mi*s.  Bo  wen 
in  the  old  mood  again  ("  he  asked. 

"  Is  she  in  the  old  mood  .'" 

"Why,  yes.  Haven't  you  noticed  how 
cordial  she  is  ?" 

"I  thought  she  was  rather  colder  than 
usual.*' 

**  Colder  1"  The  chill  of  the  idea  pene- 
trated even  through  the  density  of  Col- 
ville's  selfish  content.  A  very  complex 
emotion,  which  took  itself  for  indignation, 
throbbed  from  his  heart.  "Is  she  cold 
with  you,  Imogene  ?" 

'*  Oh.  if  vou  saw  nothing — " 


"No;  and  I  think  you  must  be  mis- 
taken. She  never  speaks  of  you  without 
praising  you." 

"Does  she  speak  of  me?"  asked  the 
girl,  with  her  honest  eyes  wide  open  upon 
him. 

"Why,  no,"  Colville  acknowledged. 
'Come  to  reilect,  it's  I  who  speak  of  you. 
But  how — how  is  she  cold  with  you  C 

"Oh,  I  dare  say  it's  a  delusion  of  mine. 
Perhai)s  I'm  cold  with  her." 

"Then  don't  be  so,  my  dear!  Be  sure 
that  she's  your  friend — true  and  good. 
Good-niglit.'' 

He  caught  the  girl  in  his  arms  and 
kissed  her  tenderly.  She  drew  away,  and 
stood  a  moment  with  her  repellent  iingei'S 
on  his  breast. 

"  Is  it  all  for  me  ?"  she  asked. 

"For  the  whole  obliging  and  amiable 
world."  he  answered,  gayly. 


AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  KEATS. 
TO  G.  W.  C. 

LONG,  long  ago,  in  the  sweet  Roman  spring. 
Through  the  bright  morning  air,  we  slowh'  strolled, 
And  in  the  blue  heaven  heard  the  skylark  sing 
Above  the  ruins  old — 

Beyond  the  Forum's  crumbling  grass-grown  piles. 

Through  high-walled  lanes  o'erhung  with  blossoms  white 
That  opened  on  the  far  Campagna's  miles 
Of  verdure  and  of  light; 

Till  by  the  grave  of  Keats  we  stood,  and  found 

A  rose— a  single  rose  left  blooming  there. 
Making  more  sacred  still  that  hallowed  ground 
And  that  enchanted  air. 

A  single  rose,  whose  fading  petals  drooped, 

And  seemed  to  wait  for  us  to  gather  them. 

So.  kneeling  on  the  humble  mound,  we  stooped 

And  plucked  it  from  its  stem. 

One  rose,  and  nothing  more.      We  shared  its  leaves 

Between  us,  as  we  shared  the  thoughts  of  one 
Called  from  the  field  before  his  unripe  sheaves 
Could  feel  the  harvest  sun. 

That  rose's  fragrance  is  forever  fled 

For  us,  dear  friend— but  not  the  Poet's  lay. 
He  is  the  rose,  deathless  among  the  dead. 
Whose  perfume  lives  to-day. 

C.  P.  Craxch. 


T---" 


THE    MARKET-GARDEN. 

From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvin,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  T.Walters, 


i 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 
From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvin,  owned  by  Mr.  W  T.  Walters. 


LEON  BONVIN. 


IF  it  be  true,  as  Sakai-Muni  taught,  that 
the  soul  is  subjected  to  expiatory  in- 
carnations in  unworthy  environments, 
Leon  Bonvin  must  have  found  himself 
very  near  to  supreme  rest  when  he  broke  a 
form  of  existence  which  had  imposed  upon 
him  nothing-  but  disguises  and  vexations. 
By  his  instincts,  the  result  of  mysterious 
transmissions,  of  which  science  can  only 
note  the  effects,  he  was  a  painter,  a  mu- 
sician, an  artist  sensitive  to  harmonies 
of  all  kinds ;  by  necessity  he  was  obliged 
to  expend  his  activity  over  the  pots  and 
pans  of  a  tavern  kitchen.     He  had  but  the 


cold  hours  of  tlie  morning  or  tlie  heavy 
hours  of  the  night  in  which  to  draw  and 
paint  his  water-colors — marvels  of  obser- 
vation and  expression,  which  were  sold 
at  the  paltriest  prices,  and  that,  too,  with 
great  difficulty.  His  disposition  was  gen- 
tle and  loving,  and  his  fate  was  to  have 
to  turn  out  of  his  doors  rough  drunkards, 
and  to  endure  the  irony  and  i^ailing  of  a 
wife  w^ho  did  not  understand  him.  Of 
family  life  he  knew  only  the  hardships, 
and  of  society  only  its  indifference  for  his 
original  and  exquisite  work.  "I  have 
suffered  too  much!"  was  the  lamentation 
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Avliicli  some  passers-by  heard,  a  short  time 
before  he  abandoned  his  body  to  a  stream 
in  the  woods  one  winter  evening-,  just  as 
a  vag"abond  abandons  along-  the  road-side 
the  "lieavy  slioes  whose  weight  has  become 
intolerable  to  his  bruised  feet. 

Leon  Bonvin  was  born  at  Vaug-irard, 
a  suburb  of  Paris,  on  February  28,  1834. 
He  was  the  fourth  child,  by  a  second  mar- 
riage, of  a  man  already  advanced  in  years, 
who  came  from  Lille,  and  had  been  suc- 
cessively a  domestic  servant,  a  barber,  a 
farmer,  a  soldier,  and  a  gendarme.  Final- 
ly he  became  a  rural  policeman  and  sold 
drink.  Endowed  with  a  strength,  a  bold- 
ness, and  a  vigor  which  age  had  not  im- 
paired, he  used  to  keep  watch,  before  day- 
break, over  the  roads  by  which  the  mar- 
ket-gardeners returned  from  Paris  with 
their  money-bags  full,  after  having  been 
to  market  with  their  cart-loads  of  vegeta- 
bles and  fruit.  M.  Jules  Valles,  in  relat- 
ing the  death  of  the  son,  remembers  old 
Bonvin,  ""  le  pere  Bonvin,  honest  as  gold, 
liard  as  stone,  Avhen  he  used  to  come  on 
to  the  Place  de  la  Mairie  to  warm  his 
worn-out  body  iu  the  sun.  . .  .  He  used  to 
tell  the  story  of  his  campaigns  in  a  broken 
voice ;  he  had  served  in  the  Spanish  Avar, 
was  present  at  the  execution  of  the  gener- 
als Mallet  and  Labedoyere.  .  .  .  He  had  no 
tenderness  to  spare,  this  old  gendarme, 
and  when  he  entered  his  house  every- 
tliing  was  silent;  the  sound  of  his  voice 
made  all  tremble."  Old  Bonvin's  occupa- 
tion was  mounting  rocher^s,  those  minia- 
ture rockeries  which  form  the  decoration 
of  the  windows  of  the  small  suburban  res- 
taurants, between  the  wild  rabbits,  the 
dishes  of  stewed  prunes,  and  the  blue- 
edged  coffee  services.  These  rockei-ies  are 
composed  of  small  pieces  of  gritstone  and 
sheets  of  gypsum,  which  represent  the  wa- 
ter. One  day,  while  looking  for  gypsum 
in  the  quarries  of  the  hill  of  Montmartre, 
he  found  a  mammoth's  tooth  and  some 
antediluvian  bones.  He  took  them  to  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  to  M.  Cuvier, 
who  complimented  him  and  sent  him  one 
hundred  francs. 

This  old  man,  though  virtuous  in  his 
way,  was  ferociously  selfish :  he  would 
not  allow  his  sons  to  learn  any  trade,  but 
kept  them  at  home  to  act  as  waiters.  One 
of  the  elder,  M.  Fran9ois  Bonvin,  ran 
away  when  he  was  quite  young,  and, 
after  various  fortunes,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  painters  in  the 
group  of  the  French  artists  who  have  not 


been  enslaved  by  the  Academy.  Leon 
Bonvin,  the  youngest  of  the  four,  was 
knocked  about  and  buti'eted  from  hischild- 
liood.  Laughed  at  for  his  aAvkwardness, 
timid,  and  embarrassed,  he  bowed  his 
liead,  he  became  taciturn,  but  he  never  had 
the  idea  of  running  away.  His  brother 
Francois,  who  returned  from  time  to 
time,  alone  divined  liow  nuicli  delicacy 
lay  concealed  in  his  heavy  frame,  how 
much  skill  in  his  clumsy  hands,  how 
much  acuteness  in  Ins  gentle  look.  He 
gave  him  some  pencils,  and  recommended 
him  "to  copy  what  he  saw  as  he  saw  it.'' 
Later  on  he  took  him  to  the  school  in  the 
Rue  de  TEcole  de  Medecine,  which  was 
founded  in  the  eighteenth  century  by  the 
painter  Bachelier,  and  which  was  directed 
in  our  own  time  by  the  most  eminent  of 
our  art- professors,  M.  Lecocq  de  Boisbau- 
dran.  It  was  the  constant  endeavor  of 
M.  Franyois  Bonvin  to  preserve  his  brother 
from  all  critical  influences,  for  he  felt  how 
much  true  originality  might  be  developed 
by  that  reserved  nature  in  conditions  of 
rigorous  isolation.  He  had  given  him. 
like  the  sincere  master  he  himself  is,  the 
advice  which  resumes  all  teachings,  "Do 
everything  directly  from  nature."  He 
pointed  out  to  him,  as  excellent  practice 
borrowed  from  the  Dutch  and  Flemish 
masters,  "pen  and  ink  outline  under  the 
water-color  washes." 

I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  Leon 
Bonvin's  first  water-colors.  It  is  dated 
1857.  He  Avas  then  only  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  It  is  as  complete  in  the  sen- 
timent and  the  rendering  as  any  of  his 
future  work  will  be.  A  periwinkle  with 
its  leaves  elongated  like  a  Greek  buckler, 
a  daisy  tipped  with  rose,  some  grass  with 
brush-like  seeds,  dip  their  stalks  in  a  pea- 
sant's drinking  glass,  short,  thick,  and 
round.  The  pale  blue  of  the  wood  flower, 
the  fresh  white  of  the  field  flower,  the 
healthy  green  of  the  meadoAv  grass,  stand 
out  with  harmonious  and  Adbrating  gay- 
ety  against  the  background  of  the  wall, 
brown  with  the  smoke  of  pipes  and  the 
rubbing  of  toil-stained  clothes.  Certain 
studies  of  Albert  Diirer,  Avashed  in  color 
over  AHgorous  indications  of  pen  and  ink 
or  of  black  pencil,  give  an  idea  of  the  con- 
scientiousness and  relief  of  this  composi- 
tion, Avhich  occupies  very  little  space,  but 
Avhose  charm  is  very  considerable.* 

*  The  water-colors  of  Leon  Bonvin  with  which  I 
am  acquainted  are  j^enerally  20  to  24  centimeters 
Ion tr,  bv  16  to  20  wide. 
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BIRDS    AND    WEEDS, 
From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvin,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Walters. 


LEON  BONVIN. 
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FIKLP    FLOWERS. 
From  one  of  Bonvin's  earliest  aquarelles,  owned  bv  Philippe  Biirty. 


In  1861  Leon  Bonvin  married.  This 
was  a  grave  event  in  an  existence  wliicli 
had  nntil  then  been  deprived  of  all  ten- 
derness. We  have,  as  it  were,  the  wed- 
ding card  of  his  marriage  in  a  water-color 
of  an  intensity  of  sentiment  such  as  we 
have  found  only  once  again,  in  a  simple 


tuft  of  cowslips  flowering  in  the  midst  ot 
a  meadow,  and  which,  doubtless,  also  aated 
from  this  year  of  happiness  that  was  so 
short  It  o'ives  us  the  enchanting  miage 
of  coquettish  ardor  of  the  fruit  trees  at 
that  moment  of  their  full-blown  vernal 
expansion  which  plunges   the   Japanese 
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artists  and  poets  into  a  state  of  juvenile 
elation.  It  is  a  branch  of  an  apple-ti*ee 
in  full  bloom:  the  bi*o\vn  bark  and  the 
leaves  without  elegance  set  ott'  with  all  the 
moi*e  vivacity  the  buds  still  enfolded  and 
the  open  i)etals  with  the  roseate  vir<rinal 
briofhtuess.  Starting;  from  a  trunk  which 
we  do  not  see.  the  branch  spi-eads  its  lu- 
minous or  softly  shaded  mass  agfainst  the 
backofround  of  a  wooded  inclosui*e  form- 
ing a  wall  of  leaves  fretting  the  azure  of 
the  sky  into  a  thousand  blue  lozenges 
and  diamonds.  This  humble  rustic  sub- 
ject is  impi*essed  with  serious  passion. 
The  delicacy  of  the  tissue  of  the  petals  as- 
sumes the  charms  of  a  beloved  visiige  in 
an  April  morning;  the  limpidity  of  the 
light,  the  caress  of  the  wind,  the  perfume 
oftheblossom,  thereflections.  5K>ftassouve- 
nii-s,  are  iv])roduced  with  striking  foix?e. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  exact  portrait  of 
the  wife  of  Leon  Bonvin,  or  of  Bonvin 
himself.  He  was  evidently  too  timid  to 
venture  to  paint  faces,  but  he  made  her 
pose  to  animate  some  of  his  composi- 
tions. M.  Eudoxe  Marcille.  now  curator 
of  the  Museum  of  Orleans,  has  called 
my  attention  to  a  view  of  the  wine-shop 
kept  by  this  ill-matchetl  couple;  the  wife, 
seen  in  profile,  is  sweeping  tlie  door-step 
of  the  house,  whose  dark  silhouette  stands 
out  against  the  orange  and  greenish  glow 
of  a  sunset. 

I  bought  this  branch  of  apple  blossom, 
which  recently  provoked  surprise  and  ad- 
miration at  the  exliibition  of  the  "Dessins 
du  Siecle"  in  the  galleries  of  the  Ecole  des 
Beaux  Arts,  of  a  well-known  publisher  of 
etchings  and  dealer  in  pictures.  I  was 
surprised  at  the  moderateness  of  the  price, 
some  thirty  francs.  He  told  me  that  he 
had  the  portfolio,  in  wliich  I  had  chosen  the 
water-color,  on  deposit  only,  the  amateurs 
not  appreciating  these  little  la  vis  sutll- 
ciently  to  enable  him  to  risk  buying  them 
out  and  out.  Certain  obstacles  pi-e vented 
me  from  going  to  Vaugirard,  and  when  I 
was  on  the  point  of  being  able  to  go,  a  let- 
ter published  in  the  newspapei^  revealed 
the  misery  of  the  last  weeks  of  the  artist's 
life  and  his  suicide.  I  did  not  therefore 
have  the  honor  of  pei'sonal  relations  with 
him.  But  his  works  are  the  complete  con- 
fession of  the  whole  man.  and  his  life  is 
open  as  the  day.  Both  the  one  and  the 
other  have  left  profound  memories  in  the 
mind  of  those  who  have  studied  them.  I 
have  collected  notes  which  enable  me  to 
reconstitute    the   narrative.     I   shall    not 


abuse  these  .confidences.  I  shall  simjdy 
give  sutficient  of  them  to  explain  the  sin- 
gularity of  the  genius  of  this  almost  un- 
known master,  liis  preference  for  certain 
motifs  of  nature,  and  the  reason  of  his 
limiteilprixluctionand  his  small  notoriety. 
'*  My  dear  frieiul'  (an  artist  wrote  to  me 
in  1S79>.  '*  I  am  not  astonished  at  the  effect 
which  the  water-coloi*s  of  Franyois  Bon- 
V ill's  brotlier  have  produced  upon  yon.  I 
i*emember  them  as  ])erfect  things.  I  have 
often  regrettetl  not  to  possess  one.  It  would 
have  been  so  easy  at  the  time  when  he  used 
to  sell  them  at  ten  or  fifteen  francs  each. 
Leon  Bonvin  was  a  tall,  blonde  man  who 
said  little.  He  looked  rather  as  if  he  were 
disguised  as  a  tavern-keeper.  He  lived  in 
a  house  built  by  himself  on  some  land 
which  the  commune  of  Vaugirartl  had 
given  to  his  father  as  a  recompense  for  his 
services.  Pere  Bonvin.  the  rural  police- 
man, had  been  the  terror  of  the  bad  char- 
actei*s  and  marauders  of  the  neighborhood  ; 
he  used  to  go  down  alone  into  the  quar- 
ries and  ari*est  a  dozen  of  them  at  a  time. 
I  knew  him  by  accident.  I  used  often  to 
dine  at  Ragache's.  at  the  Barriere  de  Sevres, 
where  they  used  to  make  a  certain  dish  of 
i-abbit  saute  en  cinq  minutes:  that  is  to 
say,  the  cook  used  to  take  a  rabbit  out  of 
the  hutch,  somebody  took  out  his  watch, 
and  ihe  cook  managed  to  kill.  .skin.  cook, 
and  serve  the  rabbit  in  five  minutes.  It 
was  a  wager  we  often  made. 

'"One  day  a  person  who  had  been 
shown  the  exhibition  of  the  rabbit  killed 
and  cooked  in  five  minutes  said  to  us: 
'Your  rabbit  is  amusing,  but  I  know  a 
place  where  you  eat  a  really  good  rabbit 
stewed  to  perfection.'  The  next  day  we 
went  with  this  pei-son.  who  did  not  know 
that  the  tavern-keeper  in  question  was  a 
painter.  However,  he  had  told  us.  '  You 
will  see  a  queer  little  house,  and  the  host 
plays  the  piano.'  This  was  true.  Leon 
Bonvin  was  also  a  musician.  After  dinner 
he  used  to  play  on  his  organ  airs  by  Bee- 
thoven. Gretry.  Mozart,  etc. 

• '  This  first  visit  was  made  about  1S58.  I 
returned  many  times  after waixl.  up  to  the 
time  when  he  killed  himself,  out  of  fright 
and  also  out  of  weariness.  He  was  mar- 
ried. I  do  not  remember  his  children. 
He  painted  not  only  flowers:  I  have  seen 
also  landscapes  and  interiors,  always  taken 
in  his  liouse  or  in  his  garden.  His  horizon 
was  the  fortifications.  I  remember  well  a 
large  water-color:  it  was  his  pewter  coun- 
ter, with  the  bottles,  the  jugs,  the  bi-ass. 


BONVIX  S   HOME. 
From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvin,  owned  by  Mr.  W,  T.  Walters, 
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water  cistern,  such  as  you  see  in  Cbardin's 
])ictures.  It  was  at  this  counter  tliat  I  saw 
liiin  for  the  first  time,  and  liis  wife  serving 
out  drink.  This  water-color  was  extreme- 
ly fine.  A  few  years  ago,  after  tlie  war,  I 
wished  to  see  the  house  again,  but  I  was 
unable  to  find  it.  In  the  old  days  the 
country  there  was  a  vast  plain,  with  the 
house  in  tlie  middle;  now  there  are  streets 
and  six-story  houses.*" 

Leon  Bonvin  contrived  to  build  himself 
a  house  with  materials  given  to  him  by 
contractors  whose  accounts  he  kept  on  the 
days  when  tliey  came  to  eat  at  his  tavern 
and  to  settle  with  their  foremen.  The 
quarrymen,  the  masons,  and  the  navvies 
occupied  the  rooms  down-stairs.  We  find 
the  portrait  of  the  rooms  in  an  interi- 
or, robust  as  a  Pieter  de  Hoogh,  in  tlie 
possession  of  M.  Boussaton:  in  the  fore- 
ground a  woman,  seen  from  the  back,  in 
a  brown  dre.ss,  with  white  cap  and  apron, 
is  standing  in  front  of  the  pewter  counter 
and  emptying  a  bottle;  the  light  strikes 
upon  her,  and  lights  up  the  rest  of  the 
room  through  a  window;  the  rafters  of 
the  ceiling  are  unplastered;  over  the  top 
of  an  oak  cupboard  which  occupies  the 
background  rises,  as  the  full  moon  rises 
on  the  horizon,  a  round  plate  in  faience 
of  Rouen.  Through  the  open  door  we 
see  three  persons  talking,  wearing  on  their 
heads  caps  or  cotton  caftans.  There  was 
a  room  upstairs,  and  in  one  corner  of  it 
stood  the  harmonium  which  Leon  Bonvin 
had  managed  to  buy  with  the  proceeds  of 
his  pourboires  patiently  amassed  in  a 
save-all.  "He  had  learned  music  from 
an  old  German  of  the  neighborhood," 
writes  to  me  a  lady  whom  we  may  believe, 
for  she  is  herself  a  distinguished  singer; 
"he  played  Beethoven  with  sentiment 
and  method  as  an  artist;  for  he  was  an 
artist  in  the  full  acceptation  of  the  term." 
He  used  to  sit  at  the  harmonium  and  re- 
lieve his  long  silences  by  conversing 
with  Weber  or  with  Gluck.  But  soon 
his  wife, an  ignorant  and  scoffing  creature, 
would  come  and  tap  him  on  the  shoulder: 
"Leon,  you  are  boring  the  people  down- 
stairs with  your  gloomy  church  music. 
Play  them  something  gay."  The  en- 
chantment was  broken.  The  listeners 
remained  mute  to  avoid  coarse  scenes. 
Bonvin  swallowed  his  draught  of  bitter- 
ness, and  struck  up  the  polka  or  romance 
which  the  street  organs  had  brought  into 
fashion. 

Adjoining  the  house  was  a  little  gar- 


den with  some  arbors  of  meagre  lilac- 
trees  and  sci-aggy  alders.  It  was  there 
that  the  table  u.sed  to  be  laid,  on  fine 
days  that  are  so  delicious  in  the  envi- 
rons of  Paris,  for  the  artists  and  rare  ama- 
teurs who  appreciated  the  master  and  his 
drawings,  the  man  and  his  equable  char- 
acter, the  tavern-keeper  and  his  stewed 
rabbits,  his  plates  of  mushrooms,  and  his 
cool  wine  at  thirty  sous  the  bottle.  It 
was  there  that  he  used  to  open  his  portfo- 
lios of  water-colors  before  his  brother,  be- 
fore Bracquemond,who  was  beginning  to 
produce  his  masterly  etchings,  before  the 
printer  Jules  Claye  and  his  friend  the 
caricaturist  Henri  Monnier,  the  tragedi- 
eniie  Agar,  in  the  prime  of  her  beauty, 
the  actors  Bres.sant,  Gil -Perez,  Thiron, 
the  wood-engravers  Drunaire  and  Yon, 
^Ir.  Lucas,  the  j^ainters  Villain  and  Yan 
d'Argent,  and  others  too,  who  came  to  air 
their  hopes  and  their  youth  in  the  neigh- 
boring coppices  of  Meudon  woods. 

I  never  met  with  a  direct  view  of  this 
house.  Mr.  W.  T.  Walters,  of  Baltimore, 
has  kindly  lent  me  one  which  reproduces 
the  side  facing  the  road  which  led  there 
across  some  land,  the  level  of  which  had 
been  raised  bj'  rubbish  deposits.  It  was 
sheltered  by  three  trees,  and  along  the 
fence  passed  a  narrow  path  which  went 
on  disappearing  and  re-ap])earing  right 
away  to  the  foot  of  a  wooded  slope. 

Bonvin  often  used  to  draw  in  his  gar- 
den, ver\' early  in  the  morning,  before  the 
customers  came  to  take  their  draught  of 
white  wine,  "qui  tue  le  ver."  Often,  too, 
he  would  venture  outside  and  stop  at  the 
first  large  motif  of  plants  which  happen- 
ed to  arrange  well  against  the  horizon. 
These  ingeniously  chosen  subjects  are  per- 
haps the  most  essentially  personal  part  of 
his  work.  Those  who  have  tried  Avith 
sincerity  to  paint  flowers  in  the  open  air 
have  felt  how  difficult  it  is  to  combine  ac- 
cessories with  them ;  either  their  brilliancy 
must  be  subordinated  to  the  landscape,  or 
the  landscape  must  be  sacrificed.  Leon 
Bonvin  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
the  alliance  with  a  talent  all  the  more 
sure  because  it  is  simple  and  without  ar- 
tifice. Here  we  have  a  family  of  gold- 
finches that  have  alighted  on  the  dry 
branches  of  some  thistles  and  wild  aniseed : 
the  vermilion  of  their  beaks,  the  black  of 
their  cowls,  the  chrome  of  their  wings,  an- 
imate with  sparks  of  brightness  the  opal 
gray  of  the  fog  through  which  the  sun  is 
penetrating.      There  we  have  a  chrysan- 


MADAME    BONTIX. 
From  an  aquarelle  by  L^on  Bonvin,  owned  by  M.  Boussaton. 
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lliriiuuii  wliicli  lias  LTi'owii  up  viiiforousl y 
oil  a  heap  of  rubbish,  and  <i:k)ries  in  its 
starry  flowers  with  their  sulj)hur-3ellow 
centres,  while  in  the  successive  planes  of 
the  mornino^  mist  one  sees  a  man  dig-jrinfr, 
the  proliles  of  the  edge  of  a  village  and  of 
the  churcli  steei)]es.  [See  the  aquarelle  en- 
titled"The  Market-Garden."]  Here.ajiain, 
is  a  fuller's  thistle  with  its  silhouette  of 
threatening  prickles,  some  wild  cari'ots.and 
grasses  sliooting  up  in  slender  tubes;  their 
outlines  strike  across  a  sky  of  light  drift- 
ing vapors;  the  line  of  the  horizon  is  bro- 
ken by  the  glacis  of  the  fort  of  Issy,  and 
by  the  outstretched  arms  of  a  windmill. 
Another  water-color  is  an  evening  etlVct 
of  boundless  melanchol}'.  We  might  be- 
lieve ourselves  in  a  cemetery  assisting  at 
some  tragic  and  distant  conflagration 
which  is  Hinging  its  sad  smoke  in  the  air; 
through  the  gnarled  branches,  which  are 
losing  their  leaves,  a  woman  is  seen  pass- 
ing, bent  beneath  a  burden,  and  hastening 
tow^ard  a  cold-looking  and  cheerless  dwell- 
ing-house.* 

I  have  before  me  a  landsca])e  which  ren- 
ders excellently  the  diffused  intensity  of 
full  summer  in  the  environs  of  Paris;  the 
sky  is  like  milk  just  foaming  on  the  fire; 
a  plant  of  nnillein  or  high-taper  lifts  its 
])yramid  of  felted  leaves  and  of  little  but- 
ter-coloi'ed  flowers ;  near  it  some  wild  sor- 
rel with  its  metallic-looking  leaves;  at  the 
base  of  the  undulating  hills  a  gamekeep- 
er's house;  a  stony  path  passes  at  the  foot 
of  a  sturdy  oak,  which  is  known  as  the 
"big  oak-tree  of  the  pond  of  Chaville." 

Leon  Bonvin  used  often  to  paint  at 
night  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  inclosed  in  a 
box  which  cast  a  strong  ray  on  the  flow- 
ers placed  on  the  table.  These  studies 
may  be  recognized  by  a  certain  harshness 
in  the  green  of  the  leaves,  and  a  certain 
hardness  in  the  denticulation,  for  instance, 
of  the  extremity  of  the  petals  of  the  red 
and  white  carnations  plunged  in  the  elon- 
gated tube  of  a  champagne  glass.  His 
ideas  of  luxury  did  not  go  beyond  this 
champagne  glass.      Having  been  lent  one 

*  These  four  superb  water-colors  belong,  as  Avell 
as  others  that  I  describe,  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Walters,  of 
Jialtitnore — one  of  the  most  serious  and  intelligent 
of  American  amateurs  and  collectors — who  bought 
them  one  by  one  of  Leon  Bonvin.  This  gentle- 
man possesses  more  than  fifty  of  the  aquarelles  of 
the  artist,  being  many  times  the  number  existing  in 
the  collection  of  any  other  one  person  :  some  twenty 
of  these  are  landscapes  combined  with  flowers,  fif- 
teen are  subjects  of  flowers,  ten  are  landscapes,  and 
there  are  ten  studies  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 


day  by  a  friend  some  ancient  glasses,  Bon- 
vin thanked  him.  put  them  away,  but  nev- 
er made  use  of  them.  Neither  would  he 
ever  paint  greenhouse  plants  or  flowers. 
To  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Walters  if  he  had 
not  the  desire  to  paint  camellias  or  other 
cultivated  flowers,  he  replied,  "Do  not  ask 
me  to  do  these;  my  heart  is  not  in  them.'' 
In  the  .same  way  J.  F.  Millet  was  .sensitive 
only  to  the  beauty  of  peasant  men  and 
women,  and  felt  no  enthusiasm  in  presence 
of  figures  moulded  by  the  corset,  of  folds 
fixed  by  the  dress-maker,  and  complexions 
.sophisticated  with  poudve.  de  riz. 

On  the  contrary,  when  Leon  Bonvin 
could  })aint  at  his  ease  during  the  autumn 
days,  when  customers  became  rarer,  he 
carried  the  scrupulousness  of  his  pencil 
and  brush  so  far  as  to  paint  the  reflection 
of  the  frame  of  the  window  through 
which  the  light  was  shed  into  the  room. 
We  find  similar  trifling  minuteness  in  the 
l)icturesof  Van  P^yck,  ])ai'ticularly  in  the 
"Betrothal  of  Maximilian,"  in  the  Na- 
tional Gallery  of  London. 

We  must  not  look  for  Leon  Bonvin's 
most  per.sonal  work  in  the  still-life  sub- 
jects he  used  to  group  on  the  corner  of  a 
table  in  the  winter,  when  there  were  abso- 
lutely no  more  wild  flowers.  These  com- 
positions betray  the  emptiness  of  sterile 
hours,  the  necessity  of  fulfilling  some 
order,  the  vague  preoccupation  of  trying 
the  kind  of  work  which  makes  the  fortune 
of  mediocrities.  He  seems,  however,  to 
have  taken  some  interest  in  them  merely 
as  studies  of  color.  Here,  on  the  thick 
top  of  his  kitchen  table,  is  a  bottle,  a  de- 
canter, a  loaf  with  a  piece  cut  out,  a  cut- 
glass  goblet,  a  basket  of  pommes  d^api 
packed  in  moss.  The^e pommes  d^api  are 
sound,  bright-colored,  and  shiny;  it  makes 
your  mouth  water  to  look  at  them.  Here, 
again,  is  a  tuft  of  bleached  dandelions, 
some  chervil  and  chives,  some  beet-root 
already  x:>ared,  an  oil  cruet,  a  blue-edged 
salad  bowl  ready  to  receive  the  salad. 

Evidently,  in  spite  of  the  severe  guard 
which  his  brother  kept  over  him,  some 
one  had  given  advice  to  this  candid  crea- 
ture, and  had  troubled  him ;  had  reproach- 
ed him  for  not  giving  nobility  to  his  ma- 
terials ;  had  perhaps  treated  him  as  a  "  real- 
ist"—a  term  which  was  then  the  height  of 
contempt.  I  have  had  this  scene  narrated 
to  me.  A. pupil  of  Ingres  has  been  the 
Mephistopheles  of  this  tranquil  Faust. 
The  fact  is  betrayed  in  a  still-life  subject 
of  masterly  execution,  in  which  the  taste 


STILL-LTFE    STUDY. 
From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Boiivin,  owned  bj-  JMr.  A\-.  T.  Walters. 
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of  Leon  Bonviii  is  less  distinctly  conspic- 
uous than  usuaL  It  is  evident  that  lie 
did  not  like  exotic  fruits  any  more  than 
the  hot-liouse  flowers.  On  a  napkin  witli 
red  stripes  is  a  dessert  ready  to  be  ar- 
ranged, a  bottle  of  Alicante  Avine,  a  decan- 
ter, a  plate  of  raisins,  almonds,  and  nuts, 
some  mandarin  oranges,  a  pomegranate. 
One  orange  has  been  cut  by  a  table-knife, 
and  its  quarters  are  still  held  together  by 
the  end  of  the  core. 

Leon  Bonvin  must  have  painted  this 
water-color  after  a  visit  to  an  original  by 
J.  B.  Chardin.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
he  was  wrong  to  ask  information  under 
the  guidance  of  this  great  predecessor;  I 
simply  state  the  fact  that  he  came  away 
thoroughh'  impregnated  with  the  method 
of  that  learnecl  master,  who  impressed  so 
vigorous  and  simple  a  stamp  on  the  school 
of  painting  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
frequentation  of  masters  of  this  order  can 
not  but  be  fruitful  to  unbiassed  natures. 
In  such  society  they  acquire  the  confirma- 
tion of  their  own  instinctive  sentiments, 
and  practical  advice  on  points  which  they 
have  hitherto  onh-  half  seen.  The  only 
thing  to  be  desired  is  that  the  interview 
leave  merely  general  souvenirs,  and  that 
in  listening  to  the  words  of  the  master  tlie 
pupil  do  not  catch  the  accent. 

Certainly  Leon  Bonvin  never  better 
rendered  the  white  lights  and  the  gray 
folds  of  a  napkin  of  linen  spun  by  a  spindle 
and  woven  by  the  weaver  s  shuttle  than 
on  the  day  when  he  painted  this  picture ; 
never  did  he  give  to  the  roundness  of  his 
fruits  a  more  ample  curve.  But  it  is  no 
longer  familiar  nature ;  it  gives  no  longer 
the  impression  of  intimate,  of  tliat  pro- 
found expressiveness,  of  that  seal  on  a 
man's  work  of  what  is  most  inward  and 
peculiar  in  his  moods  and  manners  of  ap- 
prehension. I  imagine  some  middle-class 
family  must  have  given  an  order  for  these 
mandarins  and  that  pomegranate, and  that 
Bonvin  must  have  put  on  his  Sunday 
frock-coat  to  do  honor  to  them.  How 
much  less  ceremony  he  made  with  the  wild 
pansies,  so  delicate  and  nervous,  with  the 
sweet-smelling  wood-violets!  These  are 
the  flowers  which  he  really  and  heartily 
loved. 

But  the  fatal  moment  was  approaching. 
I  have  seen  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Lucas 
a  landscape  which  answers  to  the  impres- 
sions of  his  aching  soul;  beyond  a  fore- 
ground of  buttercups,  daisies,  wild  roses, 
and  brambles  stretches  a  landscape  dark- 


ened by  the  approach  of  a  storm;  some 
fields  where  a  few  stunted  trees  are  grow- 
ing; a  pool  of  water  in  which  is  reflected 
a  bit  of  dim  blue  sky;  some  hills  quite 
close  that  give  one  the  sensation  of  a 
closed  life.  Generally,  and  even  nearly 
always,  the  signature  of  Leon  Bonvin 
is  traced  neatlj'  in  black;  in  this  case  it  is 
written  in  sombre  red.  This  signature  is 
followed  by  the  date,  1865. 

The  winter  of  1865  was  terrible  for 
Leon  Bonvin.  Other  tavei-ns  had  been 
opened  in  the  neighborhood  as  the  new 
houses  advanced  over  the  plain.  The 
workmen  had  perhajis  felt  embarrassed  at 
coming  into  contact  with  artists  and  honr- 
geois,  and  they  no  longer  came.  Leon 
Bonvin,  having  nothing  to  do  at  home, 
had  even  worked  as  a  carter  with  the  stone 
wagons.  Debts  were  accumulating.  He 
had  a  bill  of  thirteen  hundred  francs  to 
meet.  He  was  tortured  by  jealousy.  His 
heart  and  his  hands  were  torn  by  every 
thorn. 

On  January  29, 1866,  he  went  to  return 
some  ancient  glass  which  had  been  obli- 
gingly lent  to  him;  thence  he  went  to  see  a 
dealer  in  water-colors,  who  did  not  deign 
to  choose  anything  out  of  his  portfolio. 
He  found  all  the  water-colors  ''too  dark, 
not  gay  enough." 

A  week  afterward  M.  Francois  Bonvin 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  M.  Albert 
de  la  Fizeliere,  avIio,  a  few  weeks  before, 
had  called  attention  to  the  misery  of  the 
artist. 

"My  dear  Sir, — Here  is  a  very  sad 
conclusion  for  your  article  in  the  Evene- 
vient  of  the  13th  November  last.  My 
poor  brother,  in  spite  of  all  his  efforts, 
has  been  overcome  by  evil  fortune.  The 
attempts  which  he  made  a  week  ago  to 
sell  the  last  drawings  he   had  executed 

Avere  vain ;  the  picture-dealer offered 

him  ten  francs  for  drawings  for  which 
the  others  ordinarily  paid  him  sixty 
francs, 

' '  The  future  seemed  to  him  more  gloomy 
than  the  past.  Instead  of  confiding  to 
me  the  full  extent  of  his  needs,  he  deter- 
mined to  have  done  Avith  everything,  and 
he  Avent  and  hung  himself  on  a  tree  in  the 
wood  of  Meudon  on  the  evening  of  Janu- 
ary 31.  You  knew  him,  and  you  know 
that  fraternity  does  not  blind  me  when  I 
proclaim  that  he  Avas  indeed  the  best  and 
purest  of  the  best.  As  an  artist,  one  has 
only  to  look  at  his  draAvings  to  recognize 


THE    THISTLE. 
From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvia,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Walter 
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liis  Avorth.  His  musical  aptitudes  were 
unknown. 

"All  this  is  dead  I 

"Now  there  remain  three  children  and 
a  weakly  wife,  and  I  myself,  who  am  al- 
most in  as  orreat  misery,  for  at  the  present 
moment  all  the  fruit  that  I  have  gathered 
of  my  labors  is  to  have  but  few  debts  rela- 
tively to  what  I  should  have  had  if  I  had 
allowed  myself  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 
We  need,  then,  dear  sir,  your  kind  aid  to 
endeavor  to  organize  a  sale.  For  my  part. 
I  have  never  failed  to  respond  to  the  ap- 
peals that  have  been  made  to  me  In^  others 
in  similar  circumstances,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  find  amongst  our  colleagues  enough 
sympathy  to  help  me  in  the  sad  mission 
which  has  fallen  to  nn^  lot. 

"F.  BONVIN. 
"6th  of  January,  1866. 

"P.S. — His  body  was  not  found  until 
Saturday,  at  Meudon,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
near  the  pond  of  Yillebois.  Tlie  branch 
had  broken.  This  is  the  onU^  damage  he 
ever  did  in  his  life.  He  was  just  thirty- 
two  years  of  age." 

The  press,  the  studios  of  artists  of  talent 
and  heart,  answered  this  appeal.  The  sale 
took  place  at  the  Hotel  Drouot  on  the  24th 
of  the  following  May,  under  the  direction 
of  an  auctioneer,  M.  Boussaton,  who  after 
having  taken  a  very  active  part  in  its  or- 
ganization refused  to  accept  any  honora- 
rium. The  prices  of  modern  pictures  were 
then  nothing  like  what  they  were  to  be- 
come less  than  ten  years  later.  Let  us 
mention  some  of  the  figures  as  a  curiosity, 
adding  that  the  fine  society  folks  affected 
not  to  appear  at  this  auction.  The  sale 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  a  "re- 
alist" who  had  not  exhibited  in  the  annu- 
al Salons,  and  of  whom  the  rich  collectors, 
the  fashionable  dealers,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  tlie  Department  of  Fine  Arts 
had  never  bought  anything.  The  total 
of  636  items  produced  8394  francs  50  cen- 
times, deduction  made  of  the  ten  per  cent, 
for  expenses.  Twelve  water-colors  found 
in  the  portfolio  which  Leon  Bonvin  had 
in  vain  offered  for  sale  were  knocked 
down  at  from  50  to  88  francs.  A  view  of 
the  bridge  of  Grez  by  Corot  was  sold  for 
350  francs  to  Cadart,  at  the  liquidation  of 
whose  business  I  myself  bought  it  for 
double  that  sum.  This  study,  entirely 
painted  from  nature,  and  judged  to  be  one 
of  the  most  perfect  of  the  master  at  the 


l)osthumous  exhibition  of  his  works,  shows 
me,  in  the  soft  atmosphere  of  the  environs 
of  Fontainebleau,  the  trees  of  a  park  very 
dear  to  my  heart,  the  boat  from  which  my 
father  used  to  throw  me  into  the  river 
Loing  to  teach  me  to  swim,  and  the  church 
in  the  grave -yard  of  which  my  mother 
rests.  A  view  of  Douarnenez,  on  the  coast 
of  Brittany,  by  M.  Jules  Breton,  fetched 
245  francs;  and  the  "  Ecole  des  Petites 
Soeurs  des  Pauvres,"  by  M.  Frangois  Bon- 
vin, a  reduction  of  a  larger  composition, 
equalling,  in  the  observation  of  popular 
sentiment,  in  the  rendering  of  the  tran- 
quil light  of  a  room  with  bare  walls,  the 
most  touching  and  m<jst  natural  master- 
pieces of  the  Flemish  school.  A  Courbet, 
340  francs;  a  landscape  by  Daubigny,  185 
francs;  a  still-life  by  M.Roybet,102  francs ; 
a  sketch  and  three  etchings  by  M.  Meisso- 
nier,  101  francs.  Luckily  a  bit  of  a  pic- 
ture by  M.  Edouard  Fi-ere,  representing  a 
boy  looking  at  a  portfolio  of  engravings 
in  a  painter's  studio,  was  run  u])  on  be- 
half of  a  famous  English  dealer,  Mr.  Gam- 
bart,  who  monopolized  Edouard  Frere\s 
works,  and  reached  the  figui'e  of  1400 
francs. 

Such  was  the  life  and  such  was  the  end 
of  one  of  the  most  singular  natures  and 
one  of  the  best  gifted  for  art  that  we  could 
find  in  our  times,  Avhich  are  every  day 
more  and  more  threatened  by  the  laws  of 
civilization  with  the  obliteration  of  sincere 
and  tenacious  originality. 

Leon  Bonvin  took  as  his  theme  the 
flowers  and  plants  of  his  garden,  the  land- 
scape around  his  house,  the  details  of  his 
interior.  Siicli,  four  centuries  before,  at 
the  time  of  the  truly  French  Renaissance, 
had  been  the  theme  of  the  illustrious  min- 
iaturists of  He  de  France  and  Touraine,  on 
the  margins  of  the  vellum  hour-books. 

Like  them,  penetrated  with  the  artist's 
simple  faith,  Leon  Bonvin  has  expressed 
all  the  varied  beauty,  all  the  profound  poet- 
ry, that  is  contained  in  these  humble  mod- 
els. "  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,"  says  the 
gospel,  "was  not  arrayed"  like  the  lily  of 
the  field. 

He  lies  in  the  unconsecrated  corner  of 
a  suburban  cemetery,  in  the  accursed  bury- 
in  g-place  of  those  who  have  died  of  their 
own  hand.  His  remains  ought  rather  to 
have  been  laid  in  a  thicket  of  the  Meudon 
woods,  where  every  spring  the  branches 
grow  green  and  the  violets  bloom,  igno- 
rant of  human  wretchedness. 


PINKS. 

From  an  aquarelle  by  Leon  Bonvin,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Walters 


ESTHER  PEVEREL. 


ABOUT  a  mile  beyond  the  strag-gling 
outskirts  of  a  New  England  village 
once  as  young  and  energetic  as  any  in  the 
land,  but  to-day  so  old  and  exhausted  that 
it  seems  to  have  sunk  into  restful  sleep, 
there  stands  a  house  built  of  dull  gray 
stone,  and  bearing  bravely  still  the  on- 
slaught of  the  New  England  winters 
it  has  withstood  for  now  nearly  two  cen- 
turies. This  house,  beginning  at  last  to 
bear  witness  to  the  wear  of  time,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  America;  it  is  one  of  the  few 
buildings  of  the  seventeenth  century 
which  survive  to  this  last  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth.  To  us  who  live  in  an  age 
of  rush  and  glitter  the  appearance  of  the 
house  is  in  no  wise  remarkable  except  for 
its  evident  antiquity ;  nor  should  Ave  turn 
aside  now  to  consider  what  the  contempo- 
raries of  the  first  owner  were  wont  to  call 
the  stately  nobility  of  its  proportions.  But 
our  eyes  are  not  the  eyes  of  the  early  colo- 
nists of  New  England,  and  the  stone  house 
which  Judge  Peverel  built  was  long  a 
wonder  for  miles  around.  More  than  one 
fast-day  sermon  had  been  directed  against 
its  magnificence,  which  seemed  out  of 
place  amid  the  humble  beginnings  of  the 
growing  colony.  There  yet  lingered  a 
tradition  that  the  house  had  once  been 
called  "The  Judge's  Folly."  But  the 
nickname  had  died  away  long  ago  as  the 
magnificence  of  the  house  had  faded.  And 
as  time,  unhasting  and  unresting,  sped 
slowly,  the  house  of  the  stern  and  fiery 
Roger  Feverel  had  fallen  from  grace,  and 
the  fortunes  of  the  elder  branch  of  the 
Feverels  were  fallen  with  it. 

As  the  late  November  sun  sent  its  de- 
clining rays  across  the  low  western  hills, 
and  gilded  the  substantial  chimney  which 
rose  above  the  slant  roof  of  the  house 
which  Judge  Feverel  had  built,  a  man  on 
horseback  drew  rein  before  the  door.  He 
looked  at  the  house  like  one  who  had  nev- 
er seen  it  before ;  but  his  face  lighted  up 
at  once  with  a  glance  of  recognition  and  a 
smile  of  satisfaction  that  he  had  come  to 
the  end  of  his  travels  at  last,  and  reached 
a  haven  of  rest.  He  sprang  from  his  horse, 
which  he  tethered  to  a  post  at  the  edge  of 
the  path.  He  was  a  handsome  young 
fellow — for  young  he  was  yet,  in  spite  of 
his  having  already  accomplished  half  of  a 
man's  allotted  span  of  life.  He  had  dark 
wavy  hair,  quick  black  eyes,  and  a  frank 
face,  on   which   there   might   be   seen   at 


times  a  dreamy  look.  His  walk  indicated 
a  resolute  self-reliance,  and  he  passed  up 
the  unfamiliar  path  as  though  he  had  a 
right  to  be  there. 

As  he  stood  on  the  low  step  before  the 
door  of  the  house,  after  ringing  the  bell, 
he  turned  to  look  at  the  little  garden  which 
surrounded  the  house,  and  at  the  few 
scant  fields  which  were  attached  to  it; 
then  he  raised  his  head  with  a  little  touch 
of  pride  as  he  recalled  the  time  when  the 
owner  of  the  house  was  the  owner  also  of 
the  land  for  a  mile  or  more  on  every  side 
of  it.  One  by  one  these  broad  acres  had 
slipped  from  the  loose  hands  of  the  Fever- 
els, and  generation  after  generation  the 
Feverels  had  become  poorer  and  poorer, 
as  though  there  had  been  a  curse  on  them 
and  on  their  house. 

"On  this  house  there  may  be  a  curse, 
and  there  is  reason  for  it,"  thought  John 
Feverel,  as  he  stood  for  the  first  time  at 
the  door  of  the  home  of  the  Feverels ;  ' '  but 
the  curse,  if  curse  there  be,  is  on  this  house 
only,  and  not  on  the  Feverels  at  large.  It 
is  on  them,  perhaps,  who  remain  here  and 
keep  up  the  flame  of  hatred,  but  it  is  not  on 
those  who  have  gone  forth  into  the  world. 
There  was  no  curse  on  my  grandfather 
when  he,  the  younger  son,  went  out  from 
here  and  prospered,  while  the  elder  son 
remained  here  and  saw  his  substance 
shrivel  up.  There  was  no  curse  on  my  fa- 
ther, who  made  his  way  in  the  world  with- 
out hinderance  from  ill  fortune.  There  is 
no  curse  on  me  as  yet.  Standing  here  on 
the  threshold  of  the  house  of  the  Feverels, 
I  can  look  back  over  my  past  with  pleasure, 
for  I  have  been  happier  than  most  men, 
and  I  can  look  forward  to  the  future  with 
hope." 

Receiving  no  answer  to  his  repeated 
ring,  John  Feverel  rapped  sharply  on  the 
panel  of  the  door.  Under  the  force  of 
the  blow,  the  door  opened  silently,  and 
disclosed  a  broad  hall,  at  the  farther  end  of 
which,  facing  the  entrance,  there  was  a 
large  fire-place,  where  a  few  sticks  of  wood 
were  burning  brightly.  The  visitor  stood 
for  a  moment  on  the  door-step,  as  though 
awaiting  an  invitation  to  enter.  Then  he 
walked  into  the  house  and  looked  about 
him.  The  hall  was  spacious,  old-fashion- 
ed, quaint.  The  wood-work  had  reached 
a  stage  of  decay  w4ien  care  could  no  logg- 
er conceal  the  marks  of  age  and  use.  Ev- 
erything was  clean   and  worn-out.      The 
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tidiiioss  and  neatness,  the  nosegay  of  fresh 
flowers  in  a  vase  by  a  window,  the  little 
touches  of  color  elsewhere,  revealed  a  wo- 
man's hand.  Yet  the  house  seemed  to  be 
empty.  There  was  no  one  to  welcome 
John  Feverel  to  the  home  of  his  ances- 
tors. 

"  Uncle  Timothy  !"'  he  called.  ''  Consin 
Esther!"  But  there  came  no  answer. 
The  house  was  as  deserted  as  it  was  deso- 
late. From  its  stillness  it  might  be  a  habi- 
tation of  the  dead,  where  no  one  dwelt  but 
the  ghosts  of  the  past. 

He  called  again,  and  agam  he  received 
no  reply. 

Neither  of  his  kinsfolk  was  at  home  to 
greet  him.  And  yet  it  was  to  see  them 
almost  as  much  as  to  take  possession  of 
the  property  that  he  had  cut  short  his 
travels  and  crossed  the  ocean  in  haste. 

John  Feverel  was  the  grandson  of  a 
John  Feverel  who  left  this  Eastern  home 
of  the  family  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
West.  In  this  undertaking  he  had  pros- 
pered as  no  Feverel  before  him  had  jn-os- 
pered  since  the  fire  had  first  smoked  on 
the  hearth  of  "The  Judge's  Folly."  He 
worked  and  made  money ;  he  married  and 
saw  liis  children  grow  up  about  him;  and 
in  liis  old  age  he  rested  in  peace  before 
he  died  happily.  His  son,  John  Feverel 
again,  made  yet  another  move  to  the 
West,  and  he  prospered  as  his  father 
had  prospered.  When  he  died  he  left  to 
his  only  son,  the  John  Feverel  who  now 
stood  in  the  hall  of  the  house  built  by 
Roger  Feverel  nearly  two  hundred  years 
ago,  three  good  things:  a  brave  heart,  a 
keen  head,  and  a  modest  fortune.  To 
these  John  Feverel  added  a  quality  of 
his  own,  an  inquiring  mind  ever  athirst 
for  knowledge.  He  put  his  wits  to  work 
and  did  not  cease  from  labor  until  he 
had  doubled  the  fortune  left  him  by  his 
father.  Although  he  was  then  barely 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  although  he 
saw  before  him  the  prospect  of  great 
riches,  he  gave  up  his  business  and  rest- 
ed satisfied  with  the  comfortable  compe- 
tence he  had  attained.  He  felt  that  he 
had  a  more  important  work  in  life  than 
the  mere  making  of  money.  Just  what 
this  future  work  might  be  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  was  ready  to  undertake 
whatever  seemed  to  him  fit  and  worthy. 
In  the  mean  while  he  set  about  improv- 
ing himself  by  travel.  He  had  more  than 
his  share  of  that  mysticism  of  the  West 
which  matches  so  curiously  with  the  oc- 


cult temj^eramcnt  of  the  Oi*ient.  Even  as 
a  ])oy  he  had  l)ecome  an  adept  in  the  cab- 
alistic secrets  of  the  Rosicrucians.  As  a 
man  he  travelled  throughout  tlie  East, 
seeking  to  sate  his  desire  to  gaze  on 
strange  things,  and  to  penetrate  the  ob- 
scui'e  mysteries  of  strange  people.  He 
had  sought  to  discover  the  means  whereby 
the  wonder-workers  of  the  East  wrought 
their  miracles.  He  was  learned  in  the  lore 
of  the  alchemists,  and  he  had  traversed 
Arabia  in  search  of  the  surviving  reposi- 
tories of  their  recondite  wisdom.  To  all 
that  he  saw^  he  applied  his  shrewd  com- 
mon-sense. The  results  of  his  ex])eriment 
and  investigation  he  ke})t  to  himself;  but 
he  walked  among  men  as  one  who  has 
])eered  deep  into  the  enigmas  of  life  and 
pondered  upon  them  long  and  earnestly'. 

It  may  be  that,  for  a  little  space,  he 
stood  in  danger  of  sinking  into  the  leth- 
argy' of  Buddhistic  contemplation.  He 
was  far  up  in  the  Himalayas  when  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  which  suddenly  recalled 
him  to  a  sharj)  self-consciousness.  It  was 
from  Esther  Feverel,  the  only  daughter 
of  Timothy  Feverel,  the  last  survivor  of 
the  elder  branch  of  the  old  Judge's  fam- 
ily. It  told  him  in  few  and  simple  words 
that  her  father's  affairs  were  hopelessU^ 
involved,  and  that  a  mortgage  on  the  old 
house  was  about  to  be  foreclosed;  and  it 
suggested  that  perhaps  he  might  like  to 
buy  it,  so  that  the  house  should  still  be 
owned  by  a  Feverel.  John  Feverel  had 
never  seen  any  of  his  New  England  rela- 
tives, and  he  had  given  them  little  thought ; 
but  with  the  old  house,  with  the  strange 
story  of  its  building,  and  with  the  legends 
which  clustered  about  its  hearth,  he  was 
perfectly  familiar.  He  had  sat  by  his 
grandfather's  knee,night  after  night — dur- 
ing the  festival  reunions  which  brought 
together  the  various  members  of  the  West- 
ern branch  of  the  family— and  he  had 
treasured  up  every  word  which  fell  from 
his  grandfather's  lips,  when  he  told  of 
"The  Judge's  Folly, "and  of  the  fire  on 
its  hearth,  and  of  the  ill  fortune  which 
followed  the  house  and  its  inmates.  To 
have  the  house  pass  into  his  possession 
was  a  boon  he  had  not  dared  to  hope  for. 
The  letter  which  informed  him  that  its 
purchase  was  possible  was  written  in  the 
name  of  "Jimothy  Feverel,  but  the  hand 
wasthehalid  of  his  daughter.  John  Fever- 
el had  st&ied  chirograph y  as  he  had  stud- 
ied whoever  else  might  serve  to  increase 
his  kncF^ledge  of  men.      He  was  wont  to 
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read  character  by  handwriting- with  a  suc- 
cess often  startling  to  himself.  The  sym- 
bols of  character  he  deciphered  in  the  sin- 
cere handwriting  of  Esther  Feverel  made 
him  wish  to  meet  her  and  know  more  of 
her.  He  wrote  to  her  at  once,  venturing 
to  call  her  cousin,  and  telling  her  that  he 
had  given  orders  to  have  the  place  boucrht 


for  him  whenever  the  mortgagee  saw  fit 
to  foreclose.  Furthermore,  assuming  the 
liberty  of  a  kinsman,  he  begged  that  she 
and  ber  father  would  continue  to  live  in 
the  house  as  before,  taking  care  of  it  for 
him,  against  the  time  when  he  shculd  re- 
turn to  America. 

A  few  months  later,  when  he  had  begun 
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to  be  weary  of  his  years  of  wandering  in 
searcliof  the  unknowable,  he  had  received 
another  letter  from  Esther,  letting  him 
know  that  the  sale  liad  taken  place,  and 
that  the  house  was  his,  and  thanking  him 
for  the  kindness  extended  to  her  father 
and  herself— a  kindness  of  which  they 
would  gladly  avail  themselves  until  his 
return.  So  gentle  was  tliis  letter,  so  sweet 
in  its  maidenly  modesty,  so  frank  and  wo- 
manly was  it,  so  charming  was  the  char- 
acter revealed  by  its  chirography,  that  it 
wrought  a  change  in  John  Feverel's  views 
of  life.  He  abandoned  a  daring  trip  to 
the  chief  temples  of  China,  and  made  his 
way  back  to  America. 

Now,  as  he  stood  for  the  first  time  in  the 
home  of  the  Feverels,  he  had  a  sharp  feel- 
ing of  disappointment  that  Esther  was  not 
there  to  bid  him  welcome.  Before  he  had 
paced  the  hall  half  a  dozen  times,  this  feel- 
ing gave  way,  and  he  began  even  to  be 
glad  that  he  was  alone,  and  that  his  first 
impressions  of  the  old  house  might  l)e 
pure  of  all  admixture  of  the  opinions  of 
another,  even  were  that  other  his  cousin 
Esther.  So  accurate  had  been  his  grand- 
father's description,  and  so  retentive  had 
been  his  own  memory, that  he  felt  at  home 
in  the  house  as  soon  as  he  entered  the 
door.  He  gazed  from  the  windows,  and 
the  view  was  to  him  as  though  he  had 
seen  it  before  in  some  former  existence. 
The  tall  clock  on  the  stairs  looked  down 
on  him  as  benign anily  as  it  had  looked 
down  on  the  other  children  of  the  family 
in  the  two  centuries  since  it  first  began  to 
measure  eternity  into  time.  The  mirror 
over  the  mantel-piece  at  the  end  of  the 
hall  reflected  his  image  as  it  had  reflected 
the  image  of  eight  generations  of  Feverels 
since  the  old  Judge  set  it  against  the  chim- 
ney. The  ancient  chair  before  the  fire  ex- 
tended its  arms  as  hospitably  to  him  as  it 
had  to  his  great-grandfather,  the  last  of 
his  line  who  had  sat  in  it.  On  John  Fev- 
erel  these  things  had  a  strange  effect;  he 
felt  as  though  he  had  come  home  at  last — 
and  for  the  first  time. 

As  he  sat  himself  down  in  the  chair  be- 
fore the  fire  and  glanced  up  at  the  mirror, 
he  saw  an  expression  on  his  face  he  had 
never  known  there  before.  He  had  a 
strange  X3resentiment  that  he  was  at  the 
turning-point  of  his  career.  It  was  as 
though  he  were  halting  at  the  threshold 
of  a  new  life,  pausing  for  a  moment  to 
look  back  across  the  past,  and  yet  regard- 
ing the  future  hopefully.    He  lowered  his 


eyes,  and  they  fell  on  the  date  carven  deep 
into  the  heavy  timber  of  the  mantel-piece 
— 1692.  For  nearly  two  hundred  years 
had  the  fire  been  alight  on  that  liearth 
day  and  night,  winter  and  summer,  year 
after  year.  There  the  flame  had  burned 
and  smouldered  and  blazed  since  the  Judge, 
in  his  fanaticism  and  wrath,  had  brought 
home  a  brand  from  the  burning  of  a  poor 
wretch  whom  he  had  sentenced  to  death 
for  dealings  with  tiie  devil.  On  that 
hearth,  beneath  the  faded  tiles,  whereon 
were  depicted  Cain  and  Abel,  David  and 
Goliath.  Sisera  and  Jael,  and  other  char- 
acters in  Biblical  scenes  of  bloodshed,  the 
fire  had  never  ceased  rising  and  falling 
since  Roger  Fevei'el  had  kindled  it  for  the 
first  time  with  a  bi'and  from  the  burning, 
that  it  might  be  an  enduring  witness  to 
his  righteousness,  and  that  it  should  be 
ready  at  all  times  in  the  future  to  fire  the 
torch  whenever  the  same  awful  vengeance 
might  need  to  be  taken  once  again.  Roger 
Feverel  was  dead  and  buried,  and  the  ha- 
treds and  the  beliefs  and  the  heresies  of 
liis  time  were  dead  and  buried  also,  but 
the  fire  he  kindled  Avas  still  smoking 
on  his  hearth.  Roger  Feverel's  son  and 
his  grandson  and  his  great-grandson  had 
passed  away,  one  after  another;  but  the 
fire  that  the  founder  of  the  family  had 
lighted  when  he  built  the  house  lived  on, 
and  was  as  young  as  ever.  Generation 
followed  generation  to  the  grave,  but  the 
fire  of  intolerance  still  burned  on  its  altar 
as  though  Roger  Feverel  had  made  a  cov- 
enant with  his  descendants  that  they 
should  feed  the  flame  forever.  So  strong- 
ly had  the  traditions  of  the  family  seized 
John  Feverel  that  he  bent  forward  and 
laid  across  the  embers  two  pieces  from  the 
piles  of  cut  wood  ready  to  his  hand  on 
either  side  of  the  fire-place. 

As  he  lay  back  again  in  the  chair  he 
saw  in  the  mirror  the  reflection  of  his 
smile,  for  he  was  half  conscious  that  his 
humorous  skepticism  mated  ill  with  the 
fanatic  intolerance  of  the  old  Judge  w4io 
had  set  light  to  that  fire.  He  wondered 
whether  Roger  Feverel  had  also  looked 
into  the  mirror  as  he  heaped  fuel  upon  the 
flame.  No  doubt  the  Judge  had  seen  the 
look  on  his  own  dark  face,  though  he 
knew  not  how  to  read  its  meaning.  The 
glass  had  hung  there  since  the  Are  first 
flamed.  In  it  had  been  reflected  the  life 
history  of  the  Feverels.  Across  the  sur- 
face of  that  frail  glass  had  passed  the 
image  of  the  pride  and  the  joys  and  the 
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sorrows  of  Roger  Feverel  and  of  his  de- 
scendants. It  had  seen  their  youth  and 
their  old  age;  it  had  seen  their  sufferings, 
and  it  may  be  their  death.  It  had  been  a 
silent  witness  to  their  prosperity,  and,  aft- 
er many  years,  to  their  poverty,  but  nev- 
er to  their  disgrace  or  their  shame,  for 
they  always  held  tlieir  heads  high,  and 
their  poverty  was  never  tarnished  with 
dishonor. 

As  John  Feverel  sat  in  the  chair  before 
the  fire  and  gazed  up  into  the  mirror  he 
thought  of  these  tilings,  and  he  wished 
that  these  scenes  might  be  evoked  from 
the  past,  and  shown  again  in  the  glass 
wherein  they  had  been  reflected  as  they 
happened.  He  wondered  what  the  Judge 
would  have  thought  of  the  magic  mirrors 
of  Japan,  in  which  a  vanished  scene  may 
be  made  to  re-appear.  Surely  the  Judge 
would  have  seen  nothing-  strange  in  the 
tale,  but  he  would  have  been  prompt  to 
punish  any  man  who  should  make  use  of 
such  a  device  of  the  devil. 

John  Feverel  recalled  the  temple  on 
the  flanks  of  Fusiyama  wherein  the  Jap- 
anese priests  preserved  jealously  the  most 
potent  of  these  magic  mirrors.  It  was  in 
this  temple  that — by  one  of  those  curious 
reproductions  in  strange  countries  of  the 
rites  and  mysteries  of  ancient  civilization — 
a  perpetual  fire  was  cherished  on  the  altar, 
guarded  night  and  day,  as  the  virgins  of 
Roma  kept  up  the  sacred  flame  of  Vesta. 
When  a  certain  mysteriously  compound- 
ed preparation  was  thrown  upon  this  fire, 
a  dense  smoke  arose  and  veiled  the  magic 
mirror,  which  hung  just  above  the  altar, 
and  it  was  through  the  dim  haze  of  this 
^moke  that  the  pictures  of  the  past  became 
visible  in  the  glass. 

Suddenly  John  Feverel  sprang  to  his 
feet.  It  had  struck  him  that  here  in  ' '  The 
Judge's  Folly''  in  New  England  there  was 
an  ever-burning  fire  beneath  a  mirror,  just 
as  there  was  in  the  Japanese  temple  on 
the  side  of  Fusiyama.  And  at  the  same 
time  he  remembered  that  he  had  begged 
and  bribed  a  priest  of  the  temple  to  give 
him  a  portion  of  the  preparation  thrown 
upon  the  fire  beneath  the  magic  mirror. 
With  infinite  precaution  the  priest  had 
confided  it  to  him,  incased  in  a  tiny  silver 
ball,  the  surface  of  which  was  curiously 
wrought  with  a  mystic  device.  This  ball, 
the  contents  of  which  he  had  intended  to 
submit  to  chemical  analysis  whenever  oc- 
casion served,  he  had  worn  ever  since  at- 
tached to  his  watch  chain  as  a  charm.    As 


lie  thought  of  it  his  fingers  closed  upon 
it,  and  the  worn  links  of  the  chain  parted 
and  left  the  ball  in  his  hand.  It  was  as 
though  the  inanimate  thing  had  whisper- 
ed to  him  that  the  time  had  come  when  it 
could  be  of  use. 

Obeying  an  impulse  which  he  felt  to  be 
well-nigh  irresistible,  John  Feverel  drew 
forward  the  scattered  fragments  of  the 
fire  which  had  burned  on  that  hearth  for 
nearly  twice  a  hundred  years.  Then, 
with  a  single  turn  of  his  wrist,  he  twisted 
apart  the  silver  hemispheres  which  con- 
tained the  magical  compound  of  the  Jap- 
anese temple.  A  white  powder  fell  from 
them  upon  the  glowing  embers,  a  pungent 
aroma  filled  the  air,  and  a  thick  smoke 
arose,  veiling  the  mirror  from  view.  As 
the  cool  evening  breeze,  playing  througli 
the  open  door,  caused  the  cloud  of  smoke 
to  waver  and  shift  from  side  to  side,  John 
Feverel,  reclining  in  the  chair  before  the 
fire,  felt  as  one  looking  through  a  glass 
darkly.  Figures,  dim  and  indistinct, 
seemed  to  be  visible  in  the  mirror,  into 
which  he  peered  resolutely,  calling  up  the 
past  with  the  whole  force  of  his  Avill.  He 
sat  motionless,  and  gave  himself  up  to  the 
spell.  His  whole  being  was  attuned  in 
harmony  Avith  the  moment.  Whether  it 
was  memory,  or  imagination  aided  hj 
memory,  or  whether  the  charm  had  veri- 
tably some  occult  potency,  mattered  little. 
As  he  gazed  into  the  mirror  through  the 
circling  smoke  which  rose  steadily  from 
the  fire  beneath  he  saw  visions,  and  in 
time  they  took  form  and  color.  Some 
scenes  stood  out  more  vividly  than  others, 
to  John  Feverel's  delight,  for  he  soon 
found  that  he  saw  more  clearly  what  he 
was  most  familiar  with,  and  what  he  most 
wished  to  see,  as  though  the  mirror  re- 
sponded to  some  secret  sympathy  of  his 
soul.  He  beheld  the  three  sons  of  the 
house  of  Feverel,  the  brothers  of  Esther, 
dead  before  she  was  born,  boys  all  three 
of  them,  but  manly  and  full  of  spirit ;  he 
saw  them  come  to  bid  farewell  to  their 
mother,  as  they  went  forth,  clad  in  dark 
blue,  musket  on  shoulder,  on  the  long 
march  which  should  end  only  with  their 
death,  one  on  the  plains  of  Virginia,  and 
one  in  the  bayous  of  Louisiana,  and  one 
on  the  hill  at  Gettysburg;  and  the  shot 
which  killed  this  last  reached  the  heart  of 
the  mother,  and  was  fatal,  though  she  lin- 
gered long  enough  to  clasp  her  little  daugh- 
ter in  her  arms  before  she  followed  her 
boys  across  the  dark  threshold  of  death. 
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Then  a  tliick  cloud  of  smoke  rolled 
across  tlie  mirror,  as  though  a  volley  liad 
been  fired  over  their  graves,  and  as  this 
drifted  away,  John  Feverel,  looking  fixed- 
ly in  the  glass,  saw  the  open  door  of  the 
house,  and  a  little  maid  went  forth  and 
gave  a  glass  of  water  to  a  courtly  old  gen- 
tleman, who  remained  uncovered  before 
her  while  he  quenched  his  thirst.  He 
knew  that  the  little  maid  was  his  grand- 
father's sister,  and  he  recognized  the  court- 
ly old  gentleman  as  one  who  had  come  to 
bring  us  help  in  time  of  direst  need,  and 
who  was,  many  years  later,  on  a  visit  to 
America  as  the  guest  of  the  nation. 

As  this  pleasant  vision  faded  away  soft- 
ly and  was  resolved  into  nothing,  there 
fell  upon  the  ear  of  the  man  who  was 
peering  into  the  mirror,  with  all  his  facul- 
ties at  tlieir  utmost  tension— there  fell  upon 
his  ear  as  it  had  been  a  rattle  of  drums, 
and  he  saw  a  company  of  redcoats  drawn 
up  before  the  liou.se,  and  on  the  door-ste}), 
confronting  them  sturdily,  while  she  pat- 
ted the  babe  at  her  breast,  stood  the  beau- 
tiful Rachel  Feverel,  wife  of  Colonel 
Francis  Feverel,  parleying  with  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Briti-sh  troops,  and  bandying 
words  with  him  pertly,  tliat  he  might  de- 
lay, all  to  give  the  Continentals  time  to 
rally  and  return  and  cut  them  off. 

While  he  looked  the  scene  changed, 
and  the  rattle  of  drums  was  drow^ned  by 
shrieks  and  shrill  yells  like  the  cries  of 
wild  beasts.  The  door  was  closed  and 
barred,  and  defended  by  half  a  score  of 
strong  men.  The  stanch  shutters  of  the 
windows  were  firmly  fastened,  and  men 
were  firing  through  the  loop-holes.  Fiery- 
headed  arrows  fell  against  the  door  now 
and  again,  and  were  extinguished  just  as 
they  w^ere  about  to  fire  the  house.  But 
though  the  painted  Indians  encompas.sed 
them  on  every  side,  and  escape  was  im- 
possible, and  death  was  waiting  for  them, 
and  a  fate  worse  than  death,  the  women 
of  the  family  were  not  craven;  some  of 
them  were  loading  the  muskets,  every  shot 
from  which  hit  the  living  mark  it  was  aim- 
ed at;  and  some  w^ere  gathered  in  a  group 
about  the  fire,  melting  lead  from  the  roof 
and  running  it  into  bullet-moulds.  A  lit- 
tle of  the  water  into  which  the  hot  bullets 
w^ere  dropped  fell  upon  the  roaring  logs 
on  the  hearth,  and  the  w^iite  steam  rushed 
up  and  bedimmed  the  mirror  so  that  John 
Feverel  could  see  nothing  more  for  a  long 
w^hile. 

At  last  the  steam  and  the  smoke  imrted 


again  and  left  the  glass  clear.  The  hall 
was  silent  and  de.serted;  and  Roger  Fever- 
el paced  slowly  and  thoughtfully  up  and 
down,  from  the  hearth  he  had  lighted 
with  a  bi-and  from  the  burning  he  had  de- 
creed, to  the  door  which  shut  out  the  glo- 
ry of  the  summer  sun.  Judge  Feverel 
was  not  an  old  man  even  then,  though  he 
had  aged  since  the  day  when  he  had  done 
his  duty  at  Hadley  fight,  by  the  side  and 
under  the  orders  of  the  gray  warrior  Avho 
came  forth  mysteriously  to  lead  the  colo- 
nists to  victory,  and  who  Avas  recognized 
as  Gorte,  the  regicide.  As  he  strode  up 
and  down  the  hall  of  "The  Judge's  Fol- 
ly" he  did  not  note  a  light  footstep  upon 
the  stair,  and  he  did  not  see  a  slight  and 
graceful  girlish  figure,  until  his  daughter 
stole  her  arm  in  his  as  he  turned  on  his  heel 
near  the  door.  When  Roger  Feverel  felt 
her  gentle  touch  his  hard  face  softened, 
and  he  gave  her  a  look  of  deep  afi'ection 
mingled  with  solicitude.  John  Feverel 
recalled  the  family  tradition  of  the  Judge's 
daughter,  who  began  to  sicken  and  fade" 
as  soon  as  she  set  foot  in  the  house  her 
father  had  built;  she  was  his  favorite  of 
all  his  children,  in  so  far  at  least  as  his 
stern  justice  allowed  him  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  them.  As  she  leaned  on 
her  father's  arm  she  seemed  so  fragile  that 
a  puff  of  the  winter  breeze  would  blow 
her  away,  and  it  was  true  that  she  did 
not  live  out  the  first  December  in  the  new 
house.  She  turned  with  her  father  and 
drew  near  the  fire,  and  for  the  first  time 
her  face  became  visible  to  John  Feverel. 
He  looked  at  her  with  surprise,  for  he 
recognized  her — at  least  he  had  a  vague 
feeling  that  he  had  beheld  her  face  be- 
fore. The  beautiful  mouth,  the  tender 
eyes,  the  delicate  wave  of  the  hair  drawn 
tightly  back,  were  familiar  to  him,  like  a 
face  seen  in  a  dream.  There  came  a  sud- 
den thickeiiing  of  the  misty  vapor  w^hich 
enwrapped  the  mirror,  and  for  a  moment 
he  seemed  to  see  her  image  upon  this  un- 
substantial curtain;  and  then  he  remem- 
bered where  it  w^as  that  he  had  first  be- 
held the  face  of  the  Judge's  daughter,  and 
he  knew  it  was  the  face  of  his  promised 
bride. 

A  year  before,  John  Feverel  had  been 
in  Egypt,  and  one  day  he  had  joined  a  lit- 
tle party  who  wished  to  view^  the  Sphinx 
by  night.  After  the  pale  green  sunset 
had  died  away,  and  the  ruddy  after-glow 
had  followed  it  swiftly,  and  the  short  twi- 
light had  given  place  to  the  darkness  of 
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night,  the  party  sat  around  a  fire  before 

wt-i^^"^^  ^^^^'®  ^^^y  ^^^^'^  *o  sleep. 
While  John  Feverel  was  lying-  on  the 
sand,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Sphinx 
musing:  on  the  riddle  of  life,  he  was  sud! 
denly  awakened  to  the  emptiness  of  ex- 
istence by  the  arrival  of  a  little  band  of 
strolling-  performers,  one   of  whom,   ap- 


parently a  Hindoo,  and  a  man  of  unusual 
skill  and  presence,  performed  the  custom- 
ary wonders  of  the  itinerant  magician. 
A  dragoman  hinted  to  one  of  the  party 
that  this  Hindoo  had  great  powers,  and 
that  he  had  been  known  to  reveal  to  a  man 
the  portrait  of  his  future  bride.  John 
Feverel,  who  had  drawn  on  one  side,  took 
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IK)  part  in  tli«>  claiiiorous  outcry  of  Ins  fel- 
low-travellers for  an  inniiediate  exliibi- 
tion  of  Ills  peculiar  power,  and  he  was 
much  surprised  when  the  Hindoo  turned 
to  liim  g-ravely  and  offered  to  work  the 
Avonder  for  him,  and  for  him  alone.  With 
his  keen  interest  in  thaumaturj^y,  Feverel 
accei)ted  the  otfer.  Th(^  Hindoo  made 
two  smaller  fires  equidistant  from  that 
around  which  the  travellers  sat,  and  at 
each  he  stationed  one  of  the  two  boys 
who  served  as  his  assistants.  Then  the 
Hindoo  looked  into  John  Feverel's  liand 
and  studied  its  lines  for  a  moment.  Pro- 
ducinf(  a  packaj^e  of  some  stran^^e  Orient- 
al incense,  he  bade  Feverel  cast  a  handful 
of  it  on  tlie  fire.  As  he  obeyed,  a  thick 
column  of  smoke  shot  into  the  air,  and  in 
the  centre  of  this  column  lie  saw  a  wo- 
man's face.  It  was  the  same  face  he  was 
to  see  again  in  the  mirror. 

It  was  a  face  he  could  now  nevermore 
forg-et.  It  had  been  rev<\^led  to  him  twice 
in  a  vision,  once  in  a  column  of  smoke  in 
Egypt,  and  once  again  in  a  mirror  here  in 
New  England.  He  Avondered  if  he  was 
never  to  behold  her  in  more  tangible  real- 
ity, and  to  meet  her  face  to  face  in  actual 
life,  where  he  might  take  her  by  the  hand 
and  bid  her  mark  the  beatings  of  his 
heart,  and  ask  her  to  share  his  life  through 
good  fortune  and  ill. 

He  sat  silently  and  long,  dreaming  and 
musing.  When  he  aroused  himself  at 
last,  the  rising  smoke  was  now  only  a  thin 
thread,  and  the  fire  had  shrivelled  to  a 
few  scant  embers.  He  had  a  suspicion 
that  there  was  some  ingredient  in  the 
Japanese  i)reparation  he  had  sprinkled 
over  the  flames  which  had  suiliced  to 
quench  them  finally.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  two  centuries  since  Roger  Feverel 
had  lighted  the  fire  on  that  hearth  it  burn- 
ed low,  and  although  it  yet  lingered  and 
might  be  resuscitated  by  effort,  it  w^as  well- 
nigh  dead.  Through  the  open  door  the 
slant  rays  of  the  setting  sun  entered  the 
hall  and  bathed  it  in  an  immaterial  glory. 

John  Feverel  raised  his  eyes  again  to  the 
mirror  to  see  if  haj)ly  he  might  gain  another 
glimpse  of  the  face  which  had  moved  him  so 
strangely.  Theglass  was  no  longer  wreath- 
ed in  vapor,  and  yet  again  it  reflected  the 
same  face,  not  dimly  now%  nor  indistinct, 
not  as  a  phantom,  intangible  and  tantaliz- 
ing, but  alive,  and  with  the  smile  of  life 
and  health  and  youth.  Then  he  heard  a 
light  footfall,  and  he  sprang  to  his  feet 
and  stood  before  the  woman  of  his  vision. 


And  slie  stood  before  hiiu  in  llesh  and 
blood,  this  woman  whomhehad  seen  only 
in  the  mirror  of  the  pa.st.  Mouth  and 
eyes  and  hair  and  the  beauty  of  which 
these  were  symbols  were  to  him  unmistak- 
able. Even  her  dress  in  its  siinj)licity  re- 
called that  of  Roger  Feverel's  daugliter. 
The  beauty  which  in  the  evanescent  vi- 
sions had  been  vague  and  fleeting  was  in 
life  ])eyond  all  question.  It  was  the  beau- 
ty of  New  England,  and  it  dwelt  as  much 
in  delicacy  of  coloi-  as  in  the  regularity 
of  outline.  It  was  beauty  not  only  of 
face,  but  also  of  figure,  as  firm  in  fact  as 
it  seemed  fragile.  But  pei-haps  the  chief 
charm  lay  in  the  eyes,  dreamy  yet  noble, 
full  of  frankness  and  candor.  John  Fev- 
erel stood  before  her  entranced,  or  rather 
as  one  awakened  from  reverie  to  a  delight- 
ful reality. 

As  she  came  toward  him,  with  a  brill- 
iant smile  of  welcome,  she  held  out  her 
hand. 

'■  It  is  Cousin  John, I  am  sure,"  shesaid. 
"Though  we  did  not  expect  you  until  to- 
morrow, I  know  you.  The  Feverels  are 
a  marked  race,  with  oui*  dark  eA'es  and 
light  hair." 

''And  you  are  Esther?"  he  said. 

"  Yes,  I  am  Esther,"  was  her  answer. 

The  voice  was  the  voice  of  an  angel  in 
its  sweetness  and  purity.  John  Feverel 
almost  hesitated  to  believe  that  he  was 
not  dreaming  still,  that  he  was  no  longer 
peering  into  the  mirror  in  which  he  had 
beheld  her  only  a  few  minutes  before. 

"I  am  sorry  that  we  were  not  here  to 
welcome  you  this  afternoon,  but  my  fa- 
ther went  into  town,  and  I  was  away  in 
the  orchard,  and  I  did  not  know  you  were 
here  until  I  sa\v  your  horse." 

He  took  the  hand  she  extended  to  him, 
and  murmured  inarticulate  acknowledg- 
ment. He  found  few  words,  though  he 
was  wont  to  be  ready.  His  tongue  re- 
fused its  office,  but  his  love  spake  from 
his  eyes.  Her  glance  fell,  under  his 
steady  gaze,  and  a  slight  blush  crimsoned 
her  cheek.  It  was  as  though,  having  seen 
her  once,  he  did  not  wish  ever  again  to 
lose  sight  of  her,  and  to  be  compelled  to 
rely  on  incantation  for  her  re-appearance. 
She  hesitated  for  a  little  space,  and  then 
she  continued:  "I  hope  you  will  be  hap- 
py here,  as  I  have  been.  It  is  a  dear  old 
house,  and  I  have  spent  my  life  here,  and 
I  love  it.  But  I  fear  you  will  not  be  con- 
tent with  what  pleased  an  ignorant  girl, 
after  vour  wanderings  all  over  the  world. " 
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"  What  I  have  seen  of  the  house  seems 
like  a  glimpse  of  paradise,"  he  said,  when 
at  last  he  found  his  voice.  "And  I  should 
be  hard  to  please  if  I  were  to  wish  to  leave 
it.  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  not  want  to 
roam  again.  I  shall  be  content  here 
now,"  and  to  these  last  words  he  gave  a 
deep  meaning,  so  that  the  blush  mantled 
her  cheek  again.  "I  have  come  home  to 
rest  by  my  own  fireside.'' 

As  he  said  this  she  cast  an  involuntary 
glance  upon  the  hearth.  Then  she  sprang 
forward  with  feverish  haste :  ' '  You  have 
let  the  fire  go  out,"  she  said,  reproachful- 
ly, "and  it  has  been  burning  liere  day 
and  night,  summer  and  winter,  ever  since 
the  house  was  built."' 

John  Feverel  said  nothing,  but  watch- 
ed her  as  she  heaped  the  wood  over  the 
scant  embers  and  sought  to  fan  them  into 
a  flame.  Perhaps  it  was  the  fixity  of  his 
glance  which  disturbed  her,  for  she  arose 
sharply  and  turned  to  seek  a  match.  The 
skirt  of  her  dress  rested  for  a  second  on 
one  of  the  dying  embers,  and  as  she  stooped 
again  the  flames  sprang  np  and  enveloped 
her. 

With  the  prompt  decision  of  a  man  used 


to  the  facing  of  emergencies,  John  Fev- 
erel seized  the  heavy  Oriental  rug  which 
lay  before  the  hearth.  He  flung  it  in- 
stantly around  the  girl,  and  rolled  it 
tightly,  extinguishing  the  slight  flame  be- 
fore it  had  force  even  to  scorch  her  fair 
skin.  For  a  minute  he  kept  her  wrapped 
closely  in  his  arms. 

Then,  as  he  relaxed  his  hold  a  little,  she 
released  herself. 

"But  you  must  not  let  the  fire  go  out," 
she  said,  gently,  "even  if  it  did  try  to 
burn  me." 

He  placed  her  in  the  chair  before  the 
hearth,  and  he  stepped  forward  and  stamp- 
ed out  the  last  lingering  ember,  powerless 
thereafter  for  good  or  evil.  She  watched 
him  with  a  woman's  acquiescence  in  the 
force  of  a  man's  will.  When  the  last 
spark  was  quenched,  he  came  to  her  and 
took  her  hand. 

"  Let  the  old  fire  of  intolerance  and  ha- 
tred go  out,"  he  said.  "For  nearly  two 
hundred  years  its  smoke  has  cast  a  shadow 
over  the  Feverels.  I  hope  for  a  new  light 
and  a  purer  flame  on  our  hearth ;"  and  he 
knelt  beside  her,  and  her  hand  rested  in 
his. 


THE  RITU  SANHARA,  OR  ROUND  OF  THE  SEASONS. 

BY  KALIDASA. 
TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SANSKRIT  BY  EDWIN  ARNOLD,  C.S.I. 


THE  first  book  ever  printed  in  Sanskrit 
type  was  the  Ritu  Sanhdra,  or 
Round  of  the  Seasons,  from  a  portion  of 
which  the  following  translation  has  been 
made.  Sir  William  Jones  superintended 
its  publication  in  the  year  1792  a.d.,  and 
styled  the  volume,  The  Seasons:  A  De- 
scriptive Poem  by  Calidds,  in  the  origi- 
nal Sanskrit,  adding  by  way  of  preface : 
' '  This  book  is  the  first  ever  printed  in 
Sanskrit,  and  it  is  by  the  press  alone  that 
the  ancient  literature  of  India  can  be  pre- 
served. A  learner  of  that  most  interest- 
ing language,  who  had  carefully  perused 
one  of  the  popular  grammars,  could  hard- 
ly begin  his  course  of  study  with  an  easier 
or  more  elegant  work  than  the  '  Ritu  San- 
hara,'  an  'Assemblage  of  the  Seasons.' 
Every  line  composed  by  Calidas  is  exqui- 
sitely polished,  and  every  couplet  in  the . 
following  poem  exhibits  an  Indian  land- 
scape, always  beautiful,  sometimes  highly 
colored,  but  never  beyond  nature."     In 


these  sentences  the  illustrious  editor  did 
no  more  than  justice  to  the  richness  and 
beauty  of  the  "Ritu  Sanhara,"  and  also 
upheld  the  universal  Indian  tradition 
which  ascribes  the  poem  to  the  ever-fa- 
mous Kalidasa,  the  greatest  poet  and 
dramatist  of  India,  if  we  except  the  half- 
mythical  compilers  of  her  chief  epics.  He 
was  the  brightest  of  "the  nine  gems"  who 
adorned  the  court  of  King  Vikramaditya 
at  Uj jayini ;  and  supposing'  this  monarch 
— as  Wilson  thought — to  be  the  same  that 
reigned  in  B.C.  56,  the  "Ritu  Sanhara"  is 
older  than  the  Odes  of  Horace,  so  that  even 
as  a  specimen  of  ancient  Hindoo  lyrical 
poetry  it  w^ould  well  deserve  translation 
into  English.  But  as  Lassen  has  said  in 
the  IndischeAlterthumsJciinde:  "Kalidasa 
may  be  considered  as  the  brightest  star  in 
the  firmament  of  Hindoo  poetry.  He  de- 
serves this  praise  on  account  of  the  mas- 
tery with  which  he  wields  the  language, 
and  on  account  of  the  consummate  tact 


i>2  llAIM'KliS  NKW   MONTIIIA'    MAOAZINK. 

Willi  wliicli  lie   iiii));ii'ls  to  it   a   iikut  sini-  «-lical  ciids,  1  lie  Ix-atit  y  of  liis  iiaiTal  ivc,  l]i<^ 

pit'  (ii-  iiioi'c  artilicial   form,  afcordin;^''  t<»  dclij-acy  of  liis  sciiUnicnls,  and  the  fortili- 

ilic   i'»Mjnii-<'inriils  of  llic  subjects  trralrd  t.\  of  his  iuiajciiiation/'     I  f  lliat  poi'tiou  of 

by  liiiM,  witlioul  falliii','-  into  the  ))(>daiil  ic  1  lie  work  licrc  presented  fails  to  justify  this 

dietion  of  later  poets  or  overstepping^  t'"'  lii^ih  eulojry,  tlie  fault  is  tlie  translator's,  for 

limits  of  ;,^ood  taste;  on  aeeount,  also,  <»f  the    '  Ritu  Sanhara'' is  certainly  a  remark- 

the  vai-iety  of  his  creati(Uis,  liis  in^-enious  ably  imdodious  ])oem,  \vlii(!li  ou<ilit  not  to 

<<»iiceptions,  and  his  happy  choice  of  sub  remain  uidcnown  to  lliose  who  sp<'ak  the 

jects;  and  not  less  on  account  of  tlie  com-  tonj.'-ui^  of  lier   Impnial    Majesty  tlie  Km- 

plete  manner  in  which  lie  attains  his  jx)-  ])ress  of  India.  Kdwin  AknoLD. 

(JKISIIMA,  OR  Till*:  SEASON  OF   IIKAT. 

I  Fioiii  (Ik'  Ji'i/i(  S<tii/it}nt,\)y  KalidA-a.  | 

AN'illi    tierce   noons  beaming*,  moons  of  ^^lory   ^leamin'j:, 
l*'iill   conduits  si  reamiiiL!\  where  fair  batbei-s   lie; 

Willi  sunsets  splendid,   when   the  strong'  day,  ended, 
Melts  into  peace,  like  a  tired   lover's  sig-h  — 
So  <'ome|  h   summer  ni^h. 

And   nii^bts  of  ebon    blackness,  laced    with   liisti-es 

l^'rom   slaiT\    clusters;  courts  of  calm    retreat, 
WlieiM-   wan   I'ills  warbh^  ovei"  jrlistenin;^'   marble; 

('••Id  jewels,  and  the;  sandal,  moist  and  sweet — 
'riiese   for  tlu'  time  are   meet 

( )f  "Suchi,  "  dear  one  of  th(^  l)ri<;lit  days,  brin^''in<^ 
Love  sou<;s  for  sin«iing-  which  all   hearts  (enthrall, 

Wine  cups  that  s{)ai'kl(^  at  tln^  lips  of  l(>vers, 
Odors  and   pleasui'cs   in   th<!  palace  hall: 
In    "Suclii'    these    befall. 

For  then,  with   wid<^  hips  richly  <;irt,  and  bosoms 
Fray'i'aiit  with  blossoms,  and  with  pearl  strinj^s  gay, 

Their  new-laved  hair  unbound,  and  spreading  round 
Faint   scents,  the  |)alace  maids  in  tender  ])lay 
The  ardent  heats  allay 

( )f  priiKM'ly   playmates.      Throu<.;h   the  f,''a,tes  tlieij'  feet, 
With  lac  dye  rosy  and  neat,  and  anklets  rini^in^-, 

In   music  ti'ip  alon<j;',  echoinfif  the  sonj^;- 

Of   wild  swans,  all  mean's  hearts  by  subtle  sin^in<^ 
To  Kama's  service;  brin<4iny; 

For  who,  th(ur  sandalscented  breasts  i)erceivinj^, 
TluMr   white  pearls — weaving-  with  the  saU'ron  stars 

Gii'dles  and  diadems —their  gold  and  gems 

Linked   upon   waist  and  thigh,  in  Love's  soft  snares 
Is  not  caught  unawares  i' 

Then  lay  they  by  their  robes — no  longer  light 
For  the  warm  midnight — and  their  beauty  cover 

With  woven  veil  too  airy  to  conceal 

Its  dew-pearled  softness;  so,  witli  youth  clad  over, 
Each  seeks  her  eager  lover. 

And  sweet  airs  winnowed  from  the  sandal  fans, 

Faint  balm  that  nests  between  those  g-eni-bound  breasts, 

Voices  of  stream  and  bird,  and  clear  notes  heard 
From  vina  strings  amid  the  songs'  unrests, 
Wake  passion.      With    light  jests, 


WHERE    FAIR    BATHER5    LIE. 


And  sidelong  glances,  and  coy  smiles  and  dance; 

Each  maid  enhances  newly  sprung  deliglit; 
Quick  leaps  the  fire  of  Love's  divine  desii-e. 

So  kindled  in  the  season  when  the  Night 
With  broadest  moons  is  brjo-ht: 
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Till,  oil  the  silvered  terraces,  sleep-sunken. 

With  Love's  draughts  drunken,  those  close  lovers  lie; 

And — all  for  sorrow  there  shall  come  To-morrow — 
The  Moon,  who  watclied  them,  ^lales  in  the  gray  sky, 
While  the  still  Night  doth  die. 


Then  breaks  tierce  Day!     Tiie  whirling  dust   is  driven 
O'er  earth  and  heaven,  until  the  sun-scorched  plain 

Its  road  scarce  shows  for  dazzling  heat  to  those 
Who.  far  from  home  and  love,  journey  in  ])ain. 
Longing  to  rest  again. 

Panting  and  ])arched,  with  muzzles  dry  and  burning. 

For  cool  streams  yearning,  herds  of  antelope 
Haste  where  the  brassy  sky,  banked  black  and  higli, 

Hath  clouded  promise.      "There  will  be" — they  hope- 
"  Water  beyond  the  tope  I" 

Sick  with  the  glare,  his  hooded  terrors  failing. 

His  slow  coils  trailing  o'er  the  fiery  dust. 
The  cobra  glides  to  nigliest  shade,  and  hides 

His  head  beneath  the  peacock's  train:  he  must 
His  ancient  foeman  trust  I 

Tlie  purple  pea- fowl,  wholly  overmastered 

By  the  red  morning,  droop  with  weary  cries; 

No  stroke  they  make  to  slay  that  gliding  snake 
Who  creeps  for  shelter  underneath  the  eyes 
Of  their  spread  jewelries! 

The  jungle  lord,  the  kingly  tiger,  prowling. 
For  fierce  thirst  howling,  orbs  a-stare  and  red. 

Sees  without  heed  the  elephants  pass  by  him. 

Lolls  his  lank  tongue,  and  hangs  his  bloody  head, 
His  mighty  forces  fled. 

Nor  heed  the  elephants  that  tiger,  plucking 

Green  leaves,  and  sucking  Avith  a  dry  trunk  dew; 

Tormented  by  the  blazing  Day,  they  wander, 
And,  nowhere  finding  water,  still  renew 
Their  search — a  woful  crew  I 

With  restless  snout  rooting  the  dank  morasses. 
Where  reeds  and  grasses  on  the  salt  slime  grow, 

The  wild-boars,  grunting  ill-content  and  anger, 
Dig  lairs  to  shield  them  from  the  torturing  glow, 
Deep,  deep  as  they  can  go. 

The  frog,  for  misery  of  his  pool  departing — 

'Neath  that  flame-darting  ball — and  waters  drained 

Down  to  their  mud,  crawls  croaking  forth,  to  cower 
Under  the  black-snake's  coils,  where  there  is  gained 
A  little  shade;  and,  strained 

To  patience  by  such  heat,  scorching  the  jewel 
Gleaming  so  cruel  on  his  venomous  head. 

That  worm,  whose  tongue,  as  the  blast  burns  along, 
Licks  it  for  coolness — all  discomfited — 

Strikes  not  his  strange  friend  dead! 

The  pool,  witli  tender-growing  cups  of  lotus 

Once  brightly  blowing,  hath  no  blossoms  more! 
Its  fish  are  dead,  its  fearful  cranes  are  fled, 
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"through  the  gates  their  feet 
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And  crowding-  elephants  its  flowery  shore 
Tramp  to  a  miry  floor. 

With  foam-strings  roping  from  his  jowls,  and  droppino^ 
From  dried  drawn  ]ips,  horns  laid  abad.,  an     eyes 

Mad  with  the  drouth,  and  thirst-tormented  mou  h  ^ 
Down-thnndering  from  his  mountain  cavern  flies 
ihe  bison,  in  wild  wise 


"the  moon,  who  watched  them,  pales  in  the  gray  sky. 


Questing  a  water  channel.     Bare  and  scrannel 
The  trees  droop,  where  the  crows  sit  in  a  row 

With  beaks  agape.      The  hot  baboon  and  ape 
Climb  chattering  to  the  bush.     The  buffalo 
Bellows.      And  locusts  go 


Choking  the  wells.      Far  o'er  the  hills  and  dells 
Wanders  th'  affrighted  eve,  beholding  blasted 


"SEES   WITHOUT   HEED    THE    ELEPHANTS    PASS    BY    HIM." 


The  pleasant  grass.     The  forest's  leafy  mass 

Wiltered;  its  waters  waned;  its  grace  exhausted; 
Its  creatures  wasted. 

Then  leaps  to  vieAV— blood-red  and  bright  of  hue— 
As  blooms  sprung  new  on  the  kusumbha-tree— 

The  wild-fire's  tongue,  fanned  by  the  wind,  and  flung 
Furiously  forth ;  the  palms,  canes,  brakes,  you  see 
Wrapped  in  one  agony 

Of  lurid  death!     The  conflagration,  driven 
In  flery  levin,  roars  from  jungle  caves; 
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Hisses  and   Muslci's  tln'oiij^li   tlir  l);mil)()(>  cliistcrs, 

Crackles  aci-oss  llic  (Mirliii^'"  <,Tass,  and  drives 

Into  tlic  I'iver  waves 

The    forest    folk!       Dreadful    that    ll;.iiie   to  se(^ 
Coil   from   the  cotton  ti'ee -a  siiak(!  of  «^olil  — 

Violently  l)i'<*ak  fi-oin  ro(jt  Jintl  trunk,  to  take 
The   hendin*^'-  hou<,'-hs  Jind  leaves    in   deadly   hold 
Then   |)assin<^ — to  enfold 

New  spoils  I      In    herds,  elephants,  jackals,  pai'ds, 
For  anj^^uish  of  such   fate  their  enmity 

Layin<^  aside,  hurst   for  the  river  wide 

Which  Hows  between  fair  isles:   in  company 
As  friends  they  madly  Heel 


Hut  Tliee,  my  Best-Beloved!  may  "Snclii"  visit  fail-, 

With  son<,''s  of  secret  waters  coolinj^  tlie  ([iiiet  aii", 

Under  hlue  huds  of  lotus  beds,  and  juitalas  which  shed 

Frajifranc(i  and  halm,  whih;  Moonli^^ht  weaves  over  thy  happy  head 

Its  silvery  V(m1  I      So  Nights  and   i)ays  of  Summer  ])ass  for  thee 

Amid   the  pleasure-j)alaces,  with    love  and   melody  I 

Kdwin  Aun()I.i>- 
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UR    modern    Parsees,    who    du ring- 
three  winter  montlis  woo  their  con- 
<^enial  tires  in  the  comfortable  con- 
viction that  "sittin<^  still  at  home  is  the 
heavenly  way,  the  ^oin<^  out,  is  the  way 
of  th(^  wor'ld,"  should  look  well  to  the  sur- 
roundin^^s    of    their    sfuluctive    philosophy. 
Their  conv(ir(,s,  ind(;ed,  are  a  <j;'reat  fraterni- 
ty, repres(!nted   approximately   by   the   entire 
census.     With  tlie  m(5rcury  at  zero,  and  Boreas  in 
hearty  sympathy,  even  tlie  most  constant  wor- 
shipper at  th(i  shrine  of  Nature  is  apt  to  become 
demoi'alized,  desert  liis  alh^f^iance,  and  worship 
with  Zoroaster  and  tlie  Guebres.   The  hearth-stone 
becomes  our  altar,  the  fire-brand  our  emblem. 


A  WINTER  WALK. 


6a 
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A   WHITE    MORNING. 


No  one,  of  course,  who  values  his  repu- 
tation for  sanity  will  dare  deny  the  cozy 
cheer  of  the  chimney-corner  in  winter. 
We  love  the  bright  wood  fire,  with  its 
ruddy  glow,  the  snap  and  crackle  and 
dancing  flame;  but  look  out  upon  the 
wondrous  miracle  of  a  white  morning. 
What  marvels  have  been  wrought  in  a 
single  night !     Every  sphericle  of  floating 


mist  has  burst  into  bloom.  It  is  blossom- 
time  in  the  welkin.  The  air  is  merry 
with  tinkling,  fluttering  legions.  How 
their  soft  touch  muffled  the  wind  during 
the  wild  hours  of  darkness !  Every  whis- 
tling corner  and  crevice  has  been  tufted 
or  packed  w^ith  down,  until  at  last  we 
awake  to  an  almost  audible  hush  and  a 
conscious  sense  of  quiet  resignation,  for 
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Old  Winter  lias  besieged  us  unawares,  and 
in  playful  taunt  lias  left  traces  of  his  white 
and  silent  moccasin  upon  the  earth-car- 
pet beneath  our  window. 

At  break  of  dawn,  behold!  the  earth  is 
transfigured.  The  bleak  hills  and  mea- 
dows of  yesterday  liave  vanished,  lost,  it 
would  almost  seem,  beyond  recovery.  Our 
own  possessions  seem  strange  and  unfa- 
miliar to  us,  and  we  can  scarce  locate  the 
familiar  boundaries  of  the  home  lot. 

"  We  look  upon  a  world  unknown, 
On  nothing  we  can  call  our  own.  .  .  . 
No  cloud  above,  no  earth  below, 
A  universe  of  sky  and  snow." 

The  gentle  rain  falling  from  heaven 
alike  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust  is  the 
accepted  figure  of  mercy;  but  the  celes- 
tial snow,  the  white-winged  rain,  is  it  not 
even  a  more  fitting  symbol  ?  It  falls  like 
a  universal  benison  upon  the  desolated 
landscape.  It  comes  like  the  welcome 
kiss  of  motherhood  to  the  numb,  cold 
face  of  nature,  and  its  tender  touch  is  the 
caress  of  kindness  and  beneficence.  The 
deepest  root  gives  thanks;  the  dormant 
dwellers  in  nest  or  burrow  are  dimly  con- 
scious, i^erhaps,  of  the  soft  down-like  cov- 
ering ;  and  the  quickened  earth  sends  up  its 
grateful  emblems  beneath  the  snow-flakes 
— their  mimic  starry  flower,  the  chick- 
weed,  fuller  and  more  perfect  now  than 
summer  sun  has  ever  seen.  Yonder  in 
the  woods  the  drooping  hemlocks,  with  out- 
stretched arms,  and  clad  in  their  celestial 
vestments,  seem  to  muster  like  venerable 
priests  at  some  baptismal  ceremony. 

How  this  clear,  purged  atmosphere 
sharpens  the  sight  and  opens  up  the  hori- 
zon, as  the  merciful  mantle  of  the  snow 
smooths  away  all  former  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, and  confounds  our  arbitrary 
judgments!  In  these  white  fields  you 
shall  not  know  poverty  from  affluence, 
worldly  distinction  from  obscure  humil- 
ity. The  princely  park  and  the  plebeian 
potato  patch  are  one;  their  artificial  bar- 
rier is  blotted  out  in  this  universal  bap- 
tism of  beneficent  whiteness. 

Let  us  walk  out  into  the  inviting  woods. 
The  trees  can  never  be  so  fully  seen  as 
now.  Their  painted  trunks,  relieved 
against  this  neutral  foil  of  snow,  disclose 
a  surprising  wealth  of  color,  and  the  ex- 
quisite tracery  of  branch  and  twig,  the 
essential  elements  of  the  tree's  beauty  and 
character,  heretofore  largely  concealed 
by  the  perishable  garniture  of  foliage,  is 
now  revealed.     The  true  tree,  freed  from 


all  disguise,  stands  forth  like  an  athlete 
stripped  fOr  the  contest.  Observe  the  soft, 
blending  tones  on  the  bole  of  this  smooth, 
dappled  beech.  See  the  infinity  of  refined 
grays,  browns,  and  greens  which  every- 
where spread  and  intermelt  upon  its  sur- 
face. "The  painted  beech,"  it  has  been 
happily  called.  Yes,  it  is  the  palette  of  the 
sylvan  studio.  It  is  Dame  Nature's  sam- 
pler. Upon  its  gray  surface  she  mixes 
and  tests  her  sober  and  subtler  tints,  to  be 
afterward  disposed  in  those  artfully  art- 
less contrasts  throughout  the  landscape. 
You  shall  find  this  silvery  sample  on  yon- 
der rock -maple,  disposed  in  one  telling 
splash,  divided  vertically  by  the  brown 
fissures  of  the  bark.  This  bright  ochery 
remnant  re-a])pears  on  the hickorj^ beyond, 
in  strong  brilliant  touches  here  and  there 
upon  the  shingly  shales;  and  the  broad 
rock  hard  by  has  received  lavish  decora- 
tion in  mottled  circles  of  this  pale  sage 
green.  Here  is  the  array  of  tints  with 
which  she  paints  the  antiquated  stone 
walls,  and  here  the  sheeny  gray  by  which 
she  has  reclaimed  the  rambling  miles  of 
splintered  rails.  The  virescent  drab  of 
poplar,  the  rosy  ash  of  young  maple,  and 
the  varied  mosaic  of  the  mossy  bowlder, 
all  find  their  complement  here. 

With  its  clean,  trim  contour  and  bright, 
smooth  complexion,  we  may  readily  ap- 
preciate the  estimate  of  Thoreau.  "No 
tree  has  so  fair  a  bole  or  so  handsome  an 
instep  as  the  beech."  This  latter  feature, 
however,  is  often  lost  in  the  winter  woods, 
as  the  trees  stand  knee-deep  in  snow,  and 
the  comely  slope  of  their  feet,  clad  in  vel- 
vety moss,  is  concealed  from  view. 

It  is  a  common  error  to  suppose  that 
winter  effaces  the  distinctions  of  individ- 
uality among  the  various  trees.  Nothing 
can  be  further  from  the  truth.  "  Are  you 
the  friend  of  your  friend's  thoughts,  or  of 
his  buttons  ?"  asks  Emerson,  as  though 
we  should  know  our  companion  only  by 
his  dress.  Many  of  our  trees  announce 
themselves  even  more  distinctly  in  Feb- 
ruary than  in  June.  The  shagbark  was 
never  barked  as  now.  The  white  birch 
reveals  many  more  of  her  distinctive 
pallid  features;  and  in  this  unseason- 
able weather  the  tattooed  buff  satin 
dress  of  her  cousin,  the  yellow  birch, 
seems  more  than  ever  conspicuous.  The 
tupelo  never  more  effectually  asserted  its 
precious  whimsicality.  The  white  oak 
audibly  rirstles  its  identity;  and  the  mar- 
bled buttonwood-tree  hangs  out  a  tell-tale 
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:     ^\^ /I  label  from  ev- 

*  •^'  cry   twig.       Look 

r  at    this    scraggly    sil- 

liouette   against  the   sky 
over  tliis  lichen-painted  wall. 
Who    needs    the    hint     of    the 
brown  frozen  apple  lodged  among 
^  %5  the  twigs  to  call  its  name  ?    Is  it  not 

%,         written  in  every  angle  of  its  eccen- 
tric spray,  or  even  in  its  shadow  in 
the  snow?     Likewise  the  elm  with 
pendent  nest,  the  spiral  fluted  horn- 
beam, and   sugar-maple   too.      Who   would 
not  know  each  from  a  fragment  of  its  bark? 
Scarcely  in  a  less  degree  do  the  linden,  the 
ash,  the  various  willows,  oaks,  and  maples, 
the  chestnut  and  the  tulip  tree,  assert  their 
individuality  and  claim  recognition.     To  the 
curious  observer  they  soon  become  familiar, 
and  he  can  name  them  all  at  a  glance. 
The  pendulous  button-balls  already  alluded  to,  together  with  the  clinging  leaves  of 
some  of  the  white  and  red  oaks,  are,  perhaps,  among  our  deciduous  trees  the  most 
conspicuous  objects  which  commonly  meet  the  eye  in  a  Avinter  walk.      It  is  not  easy 
to  comprehend  why  these  oak  leaves  persist  in  clinging  so  tenaciously  to  the  parent 
stem.     The  wind  actually  twists  them  off.     The  fibrous  stubs  of  their  stems  may  be 
seen  well  into  spring  still  retaining  their  hold,  yielding  only  to  the  swelling  buds  of 
May  growing  from  their  axils,  and  which  literally  crowd  tbem  from  the  twig. 

Though  less  mysterious,  the  button-ball  is  still  more  remarkable  in  its  tenacity. 
It  is  invulnerable.  For  indomitable  pluck  and  dogged  pertinacity  I  know  of  no  bet- 
ter type,  for  while  the  oak  leaves  one  by  one,  torn  and  demoralized,  have  given  up 
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the  fight,  and  flown  headlong  to  the  white  truce  below,  the  legions  aloft  in  the  button- 
wood-tree  have  defied  the  wildest  elements,  they  have  scarcely  suffered  a  bruise. 

The  nettle-tree,  with  its  sugar-coated  pellets,  and  the  hawthorn,  holly,  locust,  and 
mountain  ash,  often  bear 
their  fruits  far  into  the 
winter,  as  the  birds  well 
know ;  and  among  the 
shrubs  the  sumacs,  wild 
roses,  sweet  viburnum, 
barberry,  black  alder,  wax- 
myrtle,  and  climbing  bit- 
ter-sweet are  similarly 
conspicuous  ;  also  the 
clambering  wild  grape 
and  its  allied  woodbine; 
but  most  of  these  are  evi- 
dently baited  for  the  birds, 
and  thus  are  naturally  dis- 
seminated during  the  win- 
ter season. 

These  white  months  are 
the  triumphal  epoch  of  the 
evergreens.  When  has 
their  varied  beauty  and 
character  been  so  accent- 
uated and  set  off  as  now 
in  our  winter  walk !  The 
•compact  pyramids  of  the 
rich  olive  cedars  !  the 
stately  symmetry  of  the 
pines!  Here  we  are  con- 
fronted with  a  low  hang- 
ing branch ;  how  intricate 
the  spiculated  tracery  of 
its  silhouette  etched  with 
its  own  needles  against 
the  snow!  Would  you 
know  a  treasure  of  our 
woodlands  not  half  appre- 
ciated ?  Look,  then,  at 
our  beautiful  drooping 
hemlock,  peerless  in  grace 
among  the  evergreens  of 
the  world.  Not  the  boast- 
ed Himalayan  cedar  {Ce- 
drus  deodar)^  Cliinese  cy- 
press, nor  the  several  ex- 
amples of  retinispora,  so 
prized  by  connoisseurs, 
can  compare  with  it  in  the 
constituents  of  true  beau- 
ty. It  carries  itself  like 
a  queen  among  them  all. 
The  formal  arbitrary  type 
of  the  conifers  so  conspic- 
uously adhered  to  in  the 
well-known  examples  of 
white  pine  and  Norway 
spruce,  and  which  more  or  frolic  in  the  snow. 
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less   regulates   the   growth 
of  most  of  our  evergreens, 
is   disregarded  or  artfully 
disguised  in  our  hemlock. 
There  is  a  careless  freedom 
in  its  drapery  and  a  Avild, 
free,     independent     swing 
ahout  its  spray  Avhich   are 
racy  of  the  native  soil,  and 
should    win    our   sj^mpathetic 
admiration. 
Leaving  the  snow^  fields  to  walk 
heneatli  the  canopy  of  the  pines  is  al- 
most like  passing  from  January-  to  June. 
One  may  readily  forget  in  these  "cathedral 
woods,  with  soft  hrown   silence   carpeted,''  the 
complexion  of  the  outside  world.     The  common 
summer  features  of  the  pines  seem  to  liave  under- 
gone little  apparent   change.     The   arhutus,  the 
partridge-vine,  and  the  snowberry  show^  their  ac- 
customed thrift.      Likewise  the  jyipsissewa   and 
pyrola,  whose  slender  spires  of  seed-pods  suggest 
the  tlowei's. 

The  creeping /^ro79or//;n/i.s  are  the  same  as  al- 
wa\'S;  the  winter-green  is  in  its  element;  and  the 
brilliant  ternate  leaves  of  the  coptis  never  more 
invitingU'  displaj^ed  their  "harmless  gold."  The 
scantiness  of  vegetation  beneath  the  pines  and 
among  dense  evergreens  generally  is  well  known, 
and  while  the  pine  wood  has  a  limited  flora  pe- 
culiar to  itself,  equipj)ed  to  force  a  passage  through 
the  meshes  of  matted  needles,  the  common  plants 
habitually  to  be  met  with  in  equally  shaded  nooks 
are  absent.  One  might  naturally  infer  that  the 
mischief  lies  in  the  dense  barren  screen  of  needles, 
were  it  not  that  the  matter  was  set  at  rest  long 
ago  by  the  discovery  of  Pliny,  who  had  an  inter- 
esting theory  w^hich  shows  at  least  that  conifer 
woods  have  remained  the  same  through  the  ages. 
This  antique  philosopher  lets  a  little  characteristic 
light  into  their  umbrage.  Discoursing  upon  trees, 
he  affirms,  through  the  quaint  "early  English"  of 
his  translator,  that  "there  is  not  the  shadow  of 

any  one  tree  but  either  is  a  kind  of  nource  or  a  curst  step-dame for  without  all 

question  the  shade  of  pine-trees,  pitch-trees,  &  firs  is  no  better  than  poison  to  all  that 
is  within  the  compasse  of  it,  and  kils  whatsoever  it  toucheth."' 

Here  we  bid  tlie  pines  adieu,  to  w^alk  out  again  upon  the  crunching  snow,  following 
along  the  corn  field's  edge,  where  the  zigzag  fence  is  besieged  with  fantastic  peaked 
drifts,  overtopping  all  but  the  highest  rails.  How  alpen-like  their  overhanging 
peaks!  how  blue  and  vast  and  limitless  their  shadows!  Lie  down  upon  the  snow 
and  shut  out  the  distant  trees,  divest  yourself  of  your  physical  identity,  and  look  up 
at  this  beetling  range  as  an  ant  might  do.  What  need  of  Switzerland,  of  Jungfrau  or 
Matterhorn!  At  this  focal  range  the  mastodon  is  but  a  midge,  and  man  learns  his 
true  status  as  a  constituent  of  the  universe.  I  have  now  only  to  will,  and  "  I  become 
a  transparent  eyeball;  I  am  nothing;  I  see  all."  An  inch  of  this  white  slope  of  drift 
becomes  a  mile,  each  separate  wavelet  ^vliicli  rises  to  an  abrupt  edge  here  and  there 
upon  its  surface  becomes  a  bold  crag  w^ith  a  deep  gulf  at  its  base,  and  every  interpos- 
ing furrow  a  yawning  canon.  Here  a  delicate  spine  of  some  weed,  no  larger  than  a 
pin,  rises  above  the  surface,     I  break  it  into  a  half-dozen  sliort  pieces,  and  arrange 
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them    uprig-bt    in    a    row 
upon    the    glittering*    slox)e. 
How  quickly  do  they  follow 
up   the   hint!   how  cautiously 
they  seem  to  pick  their  way  in 
the  vast  wilderness  of  snow !     A 
party  of  Alpine  climbers  remote- 
ly seen  move  apparently  no  faster 
than  these,  and  make  no  greater 
figure  in  the  landscape.     They  are 
now  far  up  on  their  ambi- 
tious   journey.       Presently 
they  will  reach  the  edge  of 
yonder    abrupt    precipice, 
and  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
trace their  steps  and  fol- 
low down  the  declining 
slope    upon   its    further 
side,        where 
again       their 
course    glides 
upward        to- 
ward the  steep 
crag  of  the  sum- 
mit,     which      now 
rises  almost  perpendic-       "^ 
ularly  above  them  to  the       ^ 
height     of     five     miles     or 
more.     What  a  prospect  will 
meet    their   bewildered   gaze    as 
they  peer  over  the  edge  and  look 
down  into  that  great  blue  chasm — a 
awful  gulf — twenty  thousand 
feet  in   depth,   con- 
fronted miles 
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bej'ond  by  a  glittering  wall  of  mountain, 
Avhicli  receives  the  phantom  shadow  (^f 
their  own  and  neighboring  alps  upon  its 
perpendicular  face!  Below  in  the  depths 
of  the  abyss,  too  distant  for  the  ear  to  de- 
tect, almost  too  remote  for  sight,  the  un- 
dermining torrent  roars  beneath  vast  gla- 
cial fields,  and  crystal  caverns  more  won- 
drous than  any  realm  of  fairy  lore,  miles 
in  height,  set  with  scintillating  diamonds, 
conceal  the  rushing  flood.  Here  are  di- 
aphanous prisons  where  the  encaged  sun- 
beam seems  to  flutter  beneath  the  filmy 
pellicle,  and  every  partition,  nook,  and 
corner  is  rimmed  with  brilliants  or  fringed 
with  crystal  feathei*s.  Here  are  i)rismatic 
pinnacles  and  stalagmites  and — 

But  what  is  this?  Some  enormous  ob- 
ject falls  precipitately  upon  the  slope,  and 
threatens  to  annihilate  my  alpine  part}' at 
one  fell  swoop.  It  bounds  and  plunges 
and  rolls  to  the  bottom  of  the  alp,  incas- 
ing itself  in  snow,  and  leaving  a  long  and 
continually  widening  valley  in  its  wake. 
A  meteorite !  Forgetting  that  this  snowy 
ball  is  at  least  five  hundred  feet  in  diam- 
eter, I  reach  out  and  grasp  it  in  my  giant 
hand,  break  it  open,  and  disclose  the  nu- 
cleus at  its  centre.  No,  it  is  not  an  aero- 
lite. It  is  only  a  prosaic  hickory-nut, 
which  lias  thus  broken  in  upon  and  dis- 
pelled my  pretty  fancy,  and  thus  brought 
me  back  from  alp-land. 

Looking  aloft  upon  the  jutting  rail,  two 
shining  black  eyes  look  down  at  me,  and  a 
rollicking  snicker  wakes  the  echoes  from 
the  old  rail-fence.  The  squirrels  in  these 
winter  days  are  mostly  buried  snugly  in 
their  dens,  and  wrapped  up  in  their  furry 
tails,  but  some  enterprising  individuals  are 
always  abroad  save  in  the  verj^  severest 
weather.  Be  off,  you  rascal!  and  at  a 
-clap  of  my  hands  Bun  scampers  away 
along  the  rider  with  a  saucy  flirt  of  his 
tail  at  every  angle. 

These  tiny  furrows,  each  with  its  snow- 
ball at  its  lower  terminus,  may  frequently 
be  seen  after  a  fresh  snow-fall  on  steep 
slopes  or  drifts,  and  usually  at  the  centre 
there  will  be  found  a  seed,  beri^y,  nut,  or 
what  not  which  was  the  original  cause  of 
the  phenomenon,  and  whose  progress  may 
■easily  be  detected  in  tlie  evidences  at  the 
uppermost  end  of  the  trail.  I  remember 
once  in  one  of  my  winter  walks  coming 
upon  a  drift  directly  under  a  projecting 
fence  beam,  where  the  snow  was  striated 
as  if  with  a  comb  from  summit  to  base. 
There  had  been  a  light  fall  of  snow  over  a 


hard  crust,  and  the  beginning  of  each  trail 
appeared  as  a  succession  of  dots  indicating 
as  many  bounds  of  the  falling  objects,  each 
at  length  forming  a  clean-cut  furrow  to 
the  base  of  the  drift.  In  this  case  the 
descent  had  been  so  easy  and  precipitous 
that  the  impetus  of  the  original  revolution 
of  the  nut  had  been  maintained  through- 
out, resulting  in  a  disk-like  form  of  snow 
two  inches  or  more  in  diameter,  with  the 
nut  perfectly  visible  at  its  centre. 

In  tlie  low  fallows  among  the  wiry 
sedges  you  may  observe  the  fresh-fallen 
snow  decorated  here  and  there  with  dainty 
rings,  as  true  as  if  marked  with  a  compass, 
each  like  a  fairy  circle  surrounding  some 
isolated  stem.  I  have  seen  them  by  the 
hundreds  u])on  the  snow  as  well  as  upon 
the  sand  dunes  at  the  sea-shore,  and  they 
were  pretty  mysteries  until  the  analytic 
eye  detected  the  revolving  wind-blown 
stylus  inscribing  with  its  wiry  tip.  Here 
is  the  complement  of  the  pendulums  that 
hang  aloft  in  the  button  wood-tree.  There 
the  seconds  are  recorded.  Here  is  the  dial 
whose  shadow  marks  the  hour. 

The  snow  covers  and  buries  a  multitude 
of  earth's  features,  but,  at  the  same  time,  of 
secrets  it  is  a  great  revealer.  This  white 
page  is  full  of  interest  if  one  cares  to  read. 
It  is  alive  with  furry  news  not  to  be  gath- 
ered at  any  other  season.  What  a  nerv- 
ous, eccentric,  racy  vernacular  have  these 
hardy  little  Arabs  of  the  snow — the  mice, 
the  squirrels,  and  the  birds!  Their  place 
in  the  wild  country  never  seemed  so  spirit- 
edly manifest  as  now.  How  telling  are 
their  touches!  A  terse  and  graphic  art 
indeed!— a  canto  in  a  single  couplet,  a 
chapter  at  a  touch  of  quill.  Verily  this 
esteemed  contemporary  has  a  busy  lot  of 
reporters.  It  is  mostly,  to  be  sure,  a  noc- 
turnal chronicle,  but  publishes  a  fresh  post- 
script by  sunrise  every  morning,  and  you 
will  find  that  nothing  has  escaped  that 
wide-awake  n ight  editor.  The  most  trivial 
event  of  the  hour,  whether  in  park  or 
swamp,  or  along  back  fence  or  corn  crib, 
has  been  jotted  down.  Has  the  chipmunk 
sniffed  the  moonlight  from  her  doorway 
—that  snifl'  is  here.  Have  two  deer-mice 
touched  noses  between  the  pickets  of  the 
fence — you  may  confront  them  with  their 
tell-tales  to-morrow.  Here  are  the  records 
of  the  doings  of  bird  and  furry  folk,  who 
until  now  have  followed  their  pleasure  in 
the  shadows  without  a  witness.  Now  we 
can  see  what  company  they  keep.  Here 
are  paths  of  innocence  and  peace— some 
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little  field-mouse  on  a  cross-lot  visit  to  his 
neighbor,  perhaps  his  mamma,  over  at  the 
old  homestead  in  yonder  stump,  or  a  quest 
of  forage  from  the  withered  grass  near  by. 
All  over  the  meadows  and  pastures  these 
pretty  trails  are  to  be  seen  criss-crossing 
in  every  direction,  like  a  railroad  map  with 
junction  stations  at  every  rock  and  tree 
and  stump.      They  are  the  quaintest  and 


sprightliest  touches  to  be  seen  on  this  white 
counterpane. 

What  a  lively  pictured  record  they 
leave  behind  them!  What  pulse -beats 
full  of  living  story  I  Here  is  a  trail  that 
makes  a  curvet  up  the  side  of  a  neighbor- 
ing drift,  and  returns  in  a  series  of  two  or 
three  quick,  decisive  jumps— a  surprise, 
perhaps,  or   was   it  play  ?— so   impulsive 
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and  reront  tliat  you  can  almost  catcli  the 
last  wliisk  of  a  retreatiiif^  tail. 

Here  are  blurred  beaten  tracks  to  a  ])ile 
of  rails  hard  by,  trails  from  every  side, 
in  sinji-le  file,  by  twos,  by  threes,  and 
whole  families  to<j:ether.  A  favorite  win- 
ter resort  of  our  little  seamstresses,  with 
the  door-yard  all  about  scalloped  and 
embroidered  with  their  dainty  iili<,^rees. 
Wliat  a  scene  of  squeaky  gossip  in  the 
moonlight  !  What  pretty  testimonies 
liave  we  herel  Cotillions!  feathery  qua- 
drilles! What  were  the  little  creatures 
doing  to  have  left  such  witness  in  the 
snow,  trotting  about  in  circles,  forward 
and  backward,  two  rows  together,  balance 
corners,  and  all  hands  round!  What  a 
frolic  in  the  snow !  I  liave  seen  the  snow- 
birds at  some  such  ])lay  as  this,  finishing 
with  a  sunnner  bath  in  the  feathered  rain. 

A  lake  has  been  likened  by  some  jxx't 
to  a  mirrored  world,  ''where  strong  on 
weak,  cunning  on  simple,  ))rey.''  Tli(3 
snowy  field  atl'ords  a  connnon  no  less  sug- 
gestive. There  are  paths  of  innocence 
and  peace,  it  is  true,  on  every  hand,  but 
here  also,  alas !  is  the  mark  of  Cain. 
Pei'haps  those  squeaky  voices  beneath  the 
wo()d-])ile  last  night  meant  more  than 
idle  gossip,  after  all.  Look!  Following 
along  here  upon  one  of  these  more  isola- 
ted trails  we  discover  a  large  fluffy  hol- 
low in  the  snow,  with  a  red  stain  in  its 
midst.  A  graphic  picture  this  of  one  of 
winter's  nocturnal  tragedies!  The  force- 
ful imprint,  the  drop  of  blood,  the  ab- 
sence of  any  returning  line  of  foot-prints, 
and  the  suggestive  interval  between  the 
abrupt  end  of  the  trail  and  the  deep  hol- 
low in  the  snow — how  plainly  do  they  tell 
the  story  of  the  surprise  at  the  petrifying 
glare  of  eyes  from  the  shadows,  the  star- 
tled, hopeless  leap  for  life,  and  the  deadly 
swoop  of  wings  from  the  neighboring  tree, 
the  vantage-ground  of  the  owl ! 

But  even  owls  must  live,  and  with  such 
a  festive  board  as  this  spread  out  inces- 
santly before  them,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see 
how  they,  at  least,  bridge  over  the  winter, 
and  keep  their  phosphorescent  fires  aglow. 

But  with  the  frozen  earth  as  hard  as 
rock  and  buried  deep  in  snow,  and  its  gar- 
ners locked  in  ice,  one  may  naturally  won- 
der where  the  other  multitudinous  little 
mouths  of  the  wilderness  find  their  food. 
White  buntings  and  snow-birds  are  driv- 
en to  farm-yards,  the  jays  and  even  the 
quail  are  glad  of  the  sweepings  from  the 
barn  floor,  and   are  grateful  for  crumbs 


from  barra<'ks  and  corn-crib.  All  beto- 
kens a  season  of  dearth  in  the  foodless 
wilds.  To  be  sure,  many  of  the  mice  and 
squirrels  have  anticipated  this  white  fam- 
ine, and  in  a  measure  })rovided  against  it, 
as  the  chipmunk  with  his  hoard  of  hazel- 
nuts and  shell-barks,  the  deer-mouse  with 
his  bin  of  beech-nuts  nicely  shelled.  But 
even  the.se,  and  many  of  the  winter  birds 
especially,  would  often  fare  hard  indeed 
were  it  not  for  the  numerous  weeds  and 
other  ])lants  which,  though  dried  and 
withered,  have  remembered  their  needy 
friends,  and  still  hold  their  provender  of 
seetls  above  the  snow. 

A  weed  has  been  described  as  "a  plant 
whose  virtues  have  not  been  discovered." 
Many  of  oni-  commonest  pests  in  the  way 
of  weeds  now  redeem  themselves,  and 
seem  to  show  an  adequate  reason  for  their 
being.  The  rag- weed  is  a  conspicuous  ex- 
ample. See  yonder  eager  troop  of  gold- 
linches  and  snow-birds — how  they  revel 
in  the  feast  among  the  withered  stems! 
Rag-weed,  hog-weed,  bitter-weed,  it  shall 
be  called  no  more,  but  by  its  rightful  and 
less  ignominious  title,  ambrosia — ambro- 
sia, food  for  the  gods.  "It  must  be  the 
food  of  the  gods,  if  anything,"  says  Bur- 
roughs, "for,  as  far  as  I  have  observed, 
nothing  terrestrial  eats  it,  not  even  billy- 
goats."  Of  course  he  was  alluding  to  the 
plant  proper,  and  was  not  thinking  of  its 
winter  provender. 

With  the  insectivorous  birds,  such  as  the 
nut-hatch,  the  brown  creeper,  golden-crest- 
ed wren,  and  woodpecker,  the  food  su])ply 
is  not  so  materially  atfected  by  the  deep 
snows.  Their  tal)les  are  spread  above- 
ground,  and  nothing  but  a  freezing  rain- 
storm which  incases  the  branches  in  ice 
can  lock  them  out  from  their  larder.  In 
the  loose  scales  of  bark  of  various  trees, 
with  their  numerous  tidbits  of  tufted 
spiders'  eggs,  beetles,  chrysalids,  and  va- 
rious larvae,  there  is  alone  an  abundant 
harvest.  Every  dried  leaf  among  the 
branches  is  explored  for  the  possible  and 
probable  cocoon ;  the  cluster  of  eggs  of 
the  apple-tree  moth  are  eagerly  sought 
among  the  orchard  twigs ;  and  every  hang- 
ing cone  upon  pine  or  spruce  is  probed  for 
spiders  by  hundreds  of  hungry  bills. 

I  once  observed  a  chickadee  thus  engaged 
among  some  hemlock  cones,  and  in  the  act 
he  dislodged  a  nuniber  of  their  remnant 
winged  seeds,  which,  though  an  insect 
feeder,  he  eagerly  pursued  and  picked  up 
on  the  snow.      Following  up  the  hint,  he 
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afterward  repeated  the  operation  again  and  again,  jumping  on  the  slender  branches 
witli  as  much  gravity  as  such  a  light-hearted  little  puff  could  command.     There  was 
soon  a  goodly  spread  upon  the  snow,  with  which  a  posse  of  English  sparrows  uncere- 
moniously made  free,  and  soon  monopo- 
lized, but  none  of  them  seemed  to  possess 
-   '.  ^  wit  enough  to  repeat  the  engineering  feat 

''-'•       f  V^         M  .  which  they  had  evidently  witnessed,  and 

'/.,  .  ,  I  the  chickadee  doubtless  learned  wisdom 

I',  from  experience,  and  was  careful  on  the 

next  occasion  to  keep  an  eye  out  for  spec- 
tators.    The  cones  of  the  alder  sim- 
ilarly furnish  food  for  the  birds 
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through  the  winter. 

A  smart  shake  of  an  al-  "' 

der  bush  at  this  season  will     _  -      ^  ^  .       'I 

sometimes  pepper  the   snow  with  =H_^     7- 

the  round  brown  seeds  which  the  wind  "  ^, 

has  failed  to  dislodge.  \  -    . 

The  stomach  of  a  seed-eating  bird  might  prove  a 
veritable  herbarium  to  the  botanist  at  this  season. 
The  variety  thus  represented  in  a  single  meal  is  often  sur- 
prising, considering  the  natural  deprivations  of  the  winter 
months.     By  a  fortunate  train  of  weather  conditions  i  was 
Tee  favored  with  a  phenomenon  by  which  almost  the  -^^frnf  m^^^^^^^ 
the  winter  birds,  at  least  in  the  way  of  seeds,  was  spread  out  befoie  me     Diou^  ^ 

feet,  as  it  were. 
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Walking  upon  the  firm  and  polislied 
snow  crust,  pickincr  niy  way  along  a  rail- 
fence  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  sloping  pasture. 
I  suddenly  aroused  into  flight  a  flock  of 
small  birds  from  behind  the  bulwark  of 
drifts  with  which  the  fence  was  hemmed 
in  and  partially  buried.  So  loud  was  the 
united  flutter  of  their  wings  that  it  at  fii-st 
suggested  the  whir  of  a  partridge,  until  I 
saw  it  dissipated  in  the  floc-k  of  smaller  fry 
above  the  edge  of  the  drift.  They  proved 
to  be,  as  I  remember,  mostly  snow-birds, 
white  buntings,  and  goldfinches,  though 
doubtless  the  cedar-birds,  winter  wrens, 
tree -sparrows,  pine  and  purple  finches, 
were  also  among  them.  Their  noisy 
flight  was  the  signal  for  a  general  alarm 
alfalong  the  line,  following  the  fence  for 
several  hundred  feet,  each  zigzag  corner 
sending  up  its  winged  bevy  to  perch  and 
twitter  upon  the  upper  rails.  Almost  ev- 
ery projecting  beam  had  its  chirruping 
sentinel. 

Interested  to  discover  the  secret  of  such 
a  great  feathery  convocation,  I  crept  up  to 
the  edge  of  the  slippery  drift  and  looked 
over.  Beyond  the  fence  rose  the  sleek, 
white,  glistening  slope  of  the  pasture,  a 
furlong  or  more  in  width,  its  surface  mot- 
tled with  its  brown  withered  vegetation. 
Following  the  rambling  rails  on  either 
side  were  drifts  of  the  most  fantastic  form, 
now  and  then  almost  peering  above  the 
fence  riders,  and  between  them  ran  a  wind- 


ing valley,  in  which  the  old  fence  seemed 
to  be  walking  knee-deep  in  snow.  It  need- 
ed only  a  second  glance  into  this  hollow, 
from  whence  the  startled  flocks  had  flown, 
to  understand  its  attractiveness  for  the 
birds.  Its  depths  were  fairly  littered  with 
the  choicest  kind  of  aliment.  The  very 
cream  of  the  pasture  had  flowed  into  this 
trough.  It  was  the  hopper  which  had  re- 
ceived the  entire  wind-blown  tribute  of 
the  weedy  upland  that  looked  down  upon 
it,  and  of  the  overhanging  woods  far  up 
the  slope.  Hei*e  were  windrows  of  vari- 
ous seeds  which  had  been  dislodged  from 
the  weeds  and  trees  and  blown  along  the 
glassy  snow  to  be  caught  in  this  con- 
venient bin.  Tlie  small  goblet- shaped 
hollows  around  the  projecting  grass  stems 
were  full  to  the  brim  with  their  good 
cheer,  and  the  deeper  vales  and  gullies 
were  marked  out  everywhere  by  their 
brown  meandering  lines  of  intermingled 
chatf  and  seeds,  often  to  the  depth  of  two 
inches  or  more.  A  happy  valley-  and  a 
land  of  plenty,  surely  I 

I  sometimes  wonder  who  shall  be  the 
first  true  interpreter  of  the  hieroglyphic 
of  the  woodpecker  on  the  apple-tree.  Ev- 
ery one  has  seen  these  punctured  rings  cir- 
cling the  orchard  trees,  and  much  has  been 
written  concerning  them.  But  as  yet  I 
feel  that  the  inner  depths  of  these  quaint 
pits  have  never  been  sounded.  If  I  were 
to  trust  the  pleasant  counsel  of  my  inward 
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eye,  I  should  fancy  that  this  carefully 
punctuated  inscription  had  a  deeper  sig-- 
nificance — that  this  old  sculptured  apple- 
tree  was  the  bulletin  of  the  birds,  and  that 
the  downy  woodpecker  was  their  appoint- 
ed scribe.  See  how  curiously  they  follow 
the  nnystic  circles — a  bluebird,  and  now  a 
nut-hatch,  or  a  chickadee.  May  they  not 
be  gathering  the  latest  news  from  all  fea- 
therdom  ? 

The  snow-bound  winter  days  often 
crowd  the  birds  very  close  for  food,  and 
they  are  driven  to  all  sorts  of  expedients 
to  obtain  the  modicum  of  fuel  necessary 
to  keep  their  little  corporeal  furnaces 
agoing,  and  this,  too,  at  a  season  when 
those  interior  fires  are  most  needful  to 
combat  the  "hard  dull  bitterness  of  cold.'' 
The  ruffled  grouse  is  often  forced  to  bank 
his  fires  beneath  the  snow,  burrowing  deep 
into  the  drift  to  smoulder  through  the  blus- 
terino^  nio:ht.     After  a  fresh  snow-fall  it  is 


not  an  uncommon  tiling  for  the  winter 
walker  to  come  upon  tliese  evidences  of 
the  bird's  sagacious  instinct.  Sometimes, 
too,  similar  burrows  will  be  found  leading 
to  some  patch  of  partridge- vine  or  otliei- 
winter  feeding  or  breeding  ground.  Often, 
no  doubt,  these  snowy  tunnels  are  used  for 
refuge,  but  they  are  not  without  their  per- 
ils. It  is  a  lucky  day  for  Reynard  when 
he  follows  up  a  trail  to  one  of  these  hiding- 
places  or  feeding  grounds  beneath  the  drift, 
as  doubtless  occasionally  happens. 

But  for  the  present  my  winter  walk 
must  be  brought  to  an  end ;  and,  after  all, 
how  little  to  the  purpose  have  I  conveyed 
in  all  this  talk !  There  is  a  plenteous  eye- 
harvest  in  these  winter  fields,  it  is  true ;  but 
this  is  only  the  husk.  Like  the  squirrel 
with  his  nut,  I  have  let  in  a  little  light; 
but,  like  him  again.  I  have  bestowed  only 
the  shell  and  kept  the  kernel. 


WYYERN  MOAT. 

THINK  I  saw  you  the  other  morning  sketch- 
ing an  old  gate — or  the  ivy-covered  wall,  was 
it  ? — part  of  the  old  priory  by  the  cliff  path.'^ 
It  was  a  dear,  quaint  little  old  lady,  next 
whom  I  had  sat  during  rather  a  long  and 
serious  dinner  party  at  a  friend's  house  in 
a  little  sea-side  town  where  I  was  sketching 
one   summer   long  ago,  who  said  this   in 
one   of    the    pauses.       She    cared   more,   I 
think,  to  keep  the  not  very  bounding  ball 
of  conversation  going  merrily  to  and  fro 
than  for  the  t-^rumbhng  gateway  or  ivied  wall,  or 
my  sketch  either,  for  that  matter. 

I  confessed  to  the  truth  of  her  surmise,  and 
added,  "And  no  doubt  you  wondered  why  I  had 
such  bad  taste  as  to  sit  there  broiling  in  the  sun, 
turning  my  back  to  the  lovely  sea,  and  breaking 
my  heart  over  a  mass  of  rusty  iron  and  weedy 
rubbish." 

She  laughed  that  little  vague  laugh  of  half  pro- 
test, half  assent,  which  means  so  well  to  be  plea- 
sant anyway,  and  replied:  "Well,  of  course,  I 
should  have  sketched  that  curve  of  coast-line  and 
the  fisher-boats  and  the  far  stretch  of  sea ;  but  then 
I  am  only  a  very  little  amateur,  still  very  fond  of 
it;  and  you,  I  take  it,  are  professional,  and  have  a 
motive  in  doing  such  out-of-the-way  things.  Are  you  just  now  enamored  of  weedy 
old  gardens  ?" 

"Indeed  I  am,  and  that  was  all  too  modern  and  unsympathetic.  I  wish  to  hear 
of  some  sixteenth-century  garden,  if  possible — or  seventeenth  will  do — where  they 
have  kept  the  old  flower  beds  and  terraces  and  espaliers,  where  the  sun-dial  is  crusted 
with  moss  and  lichen,  and  the  yews  are  clipped  in  fantastic  shapes,  and  there  is  an 
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old  bowling-green  and  a  lily-padded  fount- 
ain. Do  you  happen  to  know  of  such  a 
place  ?■' 

Tlie  old  lady  smiled  an  indulgent  smile. 
She  did  not  exactly  say  with  the  modern 
slangist,  ''That's  rather  an  extensive  or- 
der,'* but  she  quietly  remarked  its  equiva- 
lent, "  You  are  not  at  all  exacting,  I  see,'' 
with  a  very  merry  laugh;  and  then,  after 
a  moment's  tliought,  she  asked,  ''Do  you 
know  AVyvern  Moat '("  I  shook  my  head. 
She  went  on:  ''No.  I  fancy  not.  I  find 
few  peoi)le  do  know  it:  it  is  rather  se- 
cluded; but  wlien  you  do  find  it.  ?"/  you 
do,  I  think  you  will  find  many  things  in 
Siiyd  about  it  that  will  interest  you." 

She  then  gave  me  its  bearings;  how  to 
get  to  it  by  rail — some  ten  miles;  then  a 
four-mile  vralk  or  drive  would  bring  me 
to  it. 

'  ■  Don't  blame  me.  now,  if  you  don't  hap- 
pen to  like  it.  I  know  of  nothing  more 
queer;  perhaps  a  little  too  queer  for  some : 
but  you  must  take  your  chance :  and  should 
you  go.  I  should  like,  if  Ave  meet  again,  to 
hear  what  you  think  of  it." 

I  was  writing  down  the  brief  directions 
I  liad  received  from  her  on  that  handy 
tablet,  a  goodly  wristband,  when  the  la- 
dies rose  from  the  table.  I  held  aside  tlie 
heavy  portieres  while  they  passed  into  the 
drawing-room.  The  old  lady  came  last, 
and  as  she  went  by  me  she  said,  from  be- 
hind her  black  fan,  and  with  rather  a 
weight  of  impressiveness  I  did  not  quite 
understand,  "You  won't  forget,  Wyvern 
Moat — " 

"Xo.  indeed;  I  won't  forget  it.'' 

I  could  have  sworn  I  heard  her  mumble 
to  herself,  into  the  depths  of  her  shadowy 
fan,  '"  Xo,  indeed,  you  icon't,  if  ever  you 
go." 

Xext  day  was  gray.  sad.  and  autumnal, 
with  a  damp  shudder  in  the  wind  that 
promised  or  threatened  rain.  However, 
when  on  thoughts  of  sketching  bent,  I 
seldom  wait  for  wind  or  weather  to  make 
up  its  mind.  One  gets  into  sad  habits  of 
uncertainty  and  fickleness. 

The  convenient  railway  soon  landed  me 
at  the  little  sleepy  way-side  station  indi- 
cated as  nearest  to  the  Moat.  I  asked  the 
station-master  the  way,  to  make  quite  sure 
before  I  started  on  my  walk,  and  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  my  simple  question  seem- 
ed to  awaken  in  him  more  than  a  passing, 
degree  of  interest.  He  seemed  to  run  over 
my  points  with  a  critical  eye,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  know  me  again  if  called  upon  to 
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point  me  out.  "Wyvern  Moat,''  he  re- 
]jeated,  after  me.  ''  Ma.ster  Craye,  'e  live 
there— tha's  to  say,  'e  did  live  there.  'E's 
dead,  I  s'pose  you  know.  His  widow 
keeps  it  on  yet;  ?jut  she  wants  to  let  it,  I 
hear.  /  sliouldn't  care  to  live  there  my- 
self ;  but  then  tliat  ain't  likel^^.  Parties  do 
go  there  now  and  then  to  look  at  the  place ; 
some  on  'em  sketches  it,  as  you  may  be  go- 
in'  to  do ;  but  there  ain't  much  stirrin'  there 
sence  'e  died;  and  there  ain't  likely  to  l>e, 
'less  somebody  else  takes  it.'' 

Before  proceeding  further  I  ought  to 
mention  my  travelling  companion  —  a 
]jink-eyed,  satin-skinned,  sinewy  bull-ter- 
rier, Tulip,  by  name  proper,  but  nick- 
named so  variou.sly  and  reckles.sly,  accord- 
ing to  the  taste  of  her  many  friends  and 
admirers,  that  the  poor  animal  scarcely 
ever  knew  when  she  was  called;  but  as 
she  seldom  or  never  did  come  when  call- 
ed, unless  it  Avas  for  a  visible  bone,  tliis 
peculiarity  did  not  much  matter.  Next 
to  a  bone  she  dearly  loved  a  good  long 
country  ramble.  She  knew  very  well 
what  a  sketch-book  and  white  umbrella 
meant;  she  would  respond  to  that  when 
a  French  novel  and  a  thin  walking-stick 
would  have  no  motive  power  over  her. 
She  was  a  sad  fraud  altogether;  her  prize- 
fighter head,  with  its  vast  jowl  and  pro- 
jecting under  lip.  its  fine  dental  dis^^lay 
when  she  smiled  her  summer  smile,  all 
meant  no  real  harm — she  was  the  lamb  of 
little  Mary  for  gentleness.  Nothing  seem- 
ed to  pain  her  so  much  as  the  wild  terror 
that  her  most  amiable  grin  would  inspire 
amoiig  a  group  of  haj^py  children  play- 
ing by  the  way-side.  She  gladly  would 
have  licked  their  candied  lips  if  only  per- 
mitted so  to  do.  She  went  about  always 
with  that  aggrieved  and  hurt  air  of  those 
who  fancy  themselves  ""  misunderstood.'' 
Even  her  sudden  and  erratic  gamlx)l3 
among  the  barn-yard  fowls  were  only  to 
encourage  them  to  play  with  her.  The 
only  beings  she  did  not  try  to  show  her 
pretty  side  to  were  tramps  and  loafers. 
The  satin-back  coat  would  ruffle  iip  om- 
inously and  the  little  shark -like  teeth 
would  be  displayed  to  an  uncomfortable 
extent  whenever  any  of  these  victims  of 
••"ard  lines"'  came  too  near.  More  than 
once  I  have  heard  the  growled-at  tramp 
mutter  to  himself  as  we  strode  past  "I 
don't  think  a  bloke  'as  got  a  right  to  go 
about  with  a  dorg  like  o"  that  'ere.'' 

Our  walk  was  cheery  enough.     It  was 
along-  one  of  those  hard,  broad,  well-kept 
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high-roads — an  old  coach  road— tliat  one 
sees  to  such  perfection  still  in  Eng:land. 
Now  and  then  distant  glimpses  of  the  sea 
would  shimmer  between  the  openings  of 
the  billowy  downs.  So  fair  and  enticing 
were  the  far  stretches  of  upland  and  low- 
land pastures,  laced  with  silvery  bands  of 
rush  -  marged  waterways,  dotted  about 
with  sheep  and  kiue,  wreathed  here  and 
there  with  soft  gray  smoke  from  stubble- 
burnei*s'  fires,  that  I  almost  forgot  my  quest, 
and  allowed  myself  to  l>e  given  away  to 
the  ever-lovely  things  about  me  that  were 
wooing  me  to  enjoy  them. 

Plodding  steadily  along,  we  soon  came 
to  the  top  of  a  gentle  hill,  from  which, 
down  the  long  decline  on  the  other 
side,  I  could  see  unfolded,  as  it  were,  a 
map  of  the  region  I  was  in  search  of. 
There  among  the  trees,  with  its  creaky 
sign  near  to  a  sloppy  horse-trough,  was 
the  Packhorse  Inn.  Further  on  I  could 
trace  the  lane  that  was  the  near  way  to 
the  Moat.  And  there,  among  a  belt  of 
ragged,  wind-blown  pines,  were  the  broken 
lines  of  roofs  and  gables  and  turrets,  was 
the  Moat  itself.  It  looked  quite  home- 
like through  the  little  field-glass  I  brought 
to  bear  upon  it.  It  must  be  a  good  two 
miles  away  down  there  among  the  trees. 
So  we  would  take  a  little  refreshment  by 
the  way- side  spring,  and  enjoy  the  pros- 
pect fair  through  the  curly  smoke  of  a 
cigarette,  and  then  race  down  the  hill, 
the  serax3h  and  I.  to  make  up  for  dawd- 
ling on  the  road.  The  near  way  was 
along  a  deeply  rutted  lane,  bringing  up 
finally  at  a  padlocked  farm  gate.  This 
was  easily  got  over,  but  it  led  through 
back  kitchen-gardens,  past  a  couple  of  for- 
lorn tumble-down  cottages,  then  in  course 
either  of  restoration  or  destruction  one 
could  not  tell — active  operations  were  evi- 
dently suspended — and  they  were  taking 
their  own  road  to  decay.  I  could  see  an- 
other wicket-gate  leading  into  a  broad 
path  that  seemed  to  lead  to  a  stream  or 
pond  that  led  to  the  Moat  itself.  I  could 
hear  growlings  and  yappings  of  various 
watch-dogs ;  one  deep-voiced  bark  seemed 
to  come  from  the  kind  of  animal  one 
would  rather  keep  clear  of.  Tulip  had 
raised  a  deep  canine  interest  by  lifting  up 
her  own  melodious  but  uncalled-for  howl. 
It  was  too  tedious  and  undignified  to  go 
back  and  round  by  the  front  approach,  so 
we  i:>ursued  our  way  over  the  other  gate, 
along  a  path  with  a  high  brick  wall  on 
one  side  and  a  weedv  stream  on  ihe  other 


— neither  practicable,  in  case  of  necessity, 
for  sudden  retreat.  Further  on  I  could 
see  a  quaintly  carven  gateway  of  brick 
and  stone.  Moving  toward  it  to  get  a 
better  view,  the  small  door  that  had  been 
cut  in  the  larger  one  suddenly  opened, 
and  there  issued  forth  with  more  speed 
than  elegance  an  overgrown,  half  fran- 
tic mastitr,  with  a  tall,  powerful-looking 
young  lady  clinging  lirmly  to  his  mass- 
ive collar.  Luckily  Tulip  and  I  were 
both  of  a  mind.  We  walked  straight  on 
our  way  toward  the  baying  brute  and  his 
athletic  young  mistress,  and  that  seemed 
to  restore  quiet  and  establish  more  con- 
fidence. 

'*  Keep  quiet.  Shan. — I  am  so  glad  you 
didn't  try  to  go  back,  or  I  could  not  have 
held  him  in.''  I  smiled  in  response  to  the 
very  cheery  tone  with  wliich  she  said  this, 
as  if  she  saw  me  with  Tulip  in  futile  re- 
treat, and  that  howling  brute  takingsnaps 
at  our  flying  forms.  In  fact,  at  that  mo- 
ment we  were  all  smiling,  as  if  the  whole 
incident  was  a  well-])lanned  surprise.  The 
great  hulking  mastitt'  was  positively  beam- 
ing on  Tulip,  and  that  cherub  was  simper- 
ing in  return  as  if  she  had  found  a  long- 
lost  sweetheart.  I  hastened  to  assure  the 
young  lady  that  long  knowledge  of  the 
subtle  ways  of  big  dogs  led  me  to  the 
course  of  action  she  was  good  enough  to 
commend  in  me,  and  I  then  proceeded 
briefly  to  explain  my  quest  of  a  sketch- 
able  old  garden.  Before  I  had  quite  made 
it  all  clear  to  her  we  were  joined  by  an- 
other inmate  of  the  house,  who  had  prob- 
ably come  to  see  how  Shan  was  getting 
on  with  what  remained  of  the  casual 
stranger. 

It  wasa  very  aged,  impish  looking  young 
man  who  joined  us,  not  exactly  a  dwarf, 
for  he  was  too  well  proportioned,  nor  a 
growing  lad.  as  he  seemed  to  have  done 
with  all  further  development  of  body,  at 
least.  The  young  part  of  him  seemed  his 
face  and  expression,  when  it  lighted  up 
with  a  kindly,  childish  smile,  and  the 
next  instant  the  look  faded  out  and  gave 
place  to  one  of  sadness  and  gravity,  and 
then  the  face  and  look  seemed  aged  with 
inward  care.  The  young  lady  seemed  to 
defer  somewhat  to  what  he  might  hate  to 
say  to  my  sketching  proposal.  He  took 
to  it  kindly  enough,  personally,  and  said 
to  the  young  lady,  "Oh,  that  will  be  all 
right:  but  to  make  sure.  I  will  run  in  and 
ask  Mums.*'  I  gave  him  my  card  and 
wrote  mv  address  on  it.  and  a  line  to  ex- 
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plain  what  I  was  in  search  of.  "  Won't 
you  come  in  meanwhile  and  see  if  the 
garden  is  what  you  want?  It  is  in  a  sad 
condition  just  now,  as  Ave  began  altering 
and  improving  it,  and  for  the  moment  it 
has  to  be  left  as  it  is." 

We  passed  through  the  little  door  in 
the  gi-eat  one,  and  I  soon  found  myself 
w^alking  about  in  what  seemed  a  series  of 
garden  scenes  from  some  Elizabethan 
play.  The  garden  was  on  various  levels, 
with  stone  terraces  and  broad  steps  leading 
thereto,  with  lichen-splashed  balustrades 
on  either  side;  a  broad  upper  walk  shaded 
with  an  avenue  of  fantastically  clipped 
yew-trees,  a  mossy  fountain  with  crum- 
bling gray  stone  seats  about  it,  a  bowling- 
green  Avith  more  clipped  trees  and  fruit 
trees  in  espalier  about  it.  It  was  mad- 
deningly perfect  even  in  its  ruin  and  decay 
(to  the  artistic  eye  more  probably  than  in 
the  practical  sense).  I  broke  out  in  lav- 
ish praise  of  its  many  charms  to  me;  but 
the  young  lady  took  a  very  different  view 
of  the  matter.  '*  The  only  thing  I  see  is 
a  sad  state  of  ruin  and  neglect.  If  poor 
Mr.  Craye  had  lived,  he  intended  to  re- 
pair and  improve  all  that  you  admire  so 
much." 

"Indeed!"  I  said,  with  some  dismay  at 
the  prosi^ect.  ' '  Would  he  have  scraped 
off  all  tlie  stains  and  moss  from  that  fount- 
ain, and  the  pale  green  lichens  from  the 
sun-dial  ?" 

' '  I  think  so, "  she  said,  calmly ;  ' '  but  he 
was  a  very  variable  man,  and  one  day  he 
would  fancy  the  idea  of  restoring  and 
scraping  everything  thoroughly,  and  an- 
other day  he  would  talk  of  the  beauty  of 
all  this  decay,  just  as  you  do,  just  as  if  he 
only  Avanted  to  sketch  it,  and  not  to  live 
Avitli  it  and  have  it  tidy." 

It  Avas  a  wide,  vexed  question,  and  she 
Avas  a  young  person  of  A^ery  decided  views. 
I  felt  that  discussion  Avas  not  the  better 
part  of  valor,  and  I  also  felt  a  certain  re- 
lief when  the  aged  youth  returned  with  a 
kindly  message  from  his  mother  that  I 
might  sketch  where  and  as  much  as  I 
pleased,  and  that  she  herself  w^ould  join  us 
in  a  few  minutes.  We  had  Avalked  toAvard 
the  house,  and  Avere  inspecting  a  carA^ed 
window  in  one  of  the  turrets,  Avhen  the 
door  Oldened,  and  a  sad,  prematurely  whit- 
ened, but  kindly  smiling  lady  came  for- 
ward, and  in  a  few  pleasant  Avoi'ds  made 
us  welcome.  She  even  patted  the  bullet 
head  of  Tulip,  to  the  seeming  delight  of 
that  smiling  seraph. 


The  lady  of  the  Moat  was  holding  my 
card  still  in  her  hand  to  refer  to  the  name 
again.  It  transpired  that  she  knew  some 
one  Avhom  I  also  knew,  and  she  had  lieard 
them  mention  my  name  in  some  kindly 
Avay;  thus  my  card  turned  out  to  be  a 
sort  of  letter  of  introduction,  and  we  Avere 
no  longer  absolute  strangers.  "Now  that 
Ave  know  each  other  so  ife/Z,"  she  said,  Avith 
a  smile,  "let  me  introduce  you  to  Miss 
Lisle;  and  this  is  my  son  Howard."  I 
bowed  ceremoniously,  and  Miss  Lisle  rath- 
er stiffly,  as  if  she  did  not  quite  see  the 
good  of  it  all.  I  praised  the  old  garden 
and  the  house  from  the  outside, Avhich  led 
to  an  immediate  in\^itation  to  see  the  in- 
terior. We  all  Avent  in,  folloAved  by  Shan 
and  Tulip,  Avho  seemed  to  have  by  this 
time  sworn  eternal  friendship.  The  house 
inside  Avas  a  curious  mixture  of  surprises, 
of  delights  and  disappointments.  The  re- 
storer had  not  quite  done  his  Avorst,  but  he 
had  had  a  good  try  for  it.  There  had  been 
extensive  restorations  of  trivial  things, 
Avhile  good  old  Avork  of  importance  had 
been  ]3layed  the  fool  Avith. 

"Much  of  this  restoration  that  had  been 
so  carefully  thought  out  and  controlled 
by  my  poor  husband  has  been  done  any- 
how since  his  death.  I  liaA^e  no  heart  or 
wish  to  look  after  it.  My  only  ho]3e  is  to 
sell  or  let  it  and  go  back  to  town."  There 
Avas  a  sad,  Avan  smile  of  anticipation  on 
the  Avidow's  face  as  she  spoke  the  last 
Avords,  and  her  son  caught  also  a  gleam 
from  the  same  source. 

"  When — Avhen  do  you  think  it  will  be, 
Mums?     aSoo/i,  I  hope." 

' '  Do  try  to  look  more  cheerful  over  it, 
How^ard.  or  no  one  will  care  to  take  the 
place  if  they  see  your  face, "  said  Miss  Lisle, 
grimly. 

"I  think  I  could  be  perfectly  happy 
here,"  said  I,  Avith  all  the  rash,  airy  as- 
surance of  the  new-comer. 

There  AA^as  a  decided  smile  of  incredu- 
lity on  the  face  of  each,  and  the  youth 
made  it  a  cheery  laugh  of  derision  even. 

As  Ave  passed  slowly  from  room  to  room — 
and  there  Avere  many  of  them — I  gathered 
from  the  gentle  ripple  of  sad  conversation 
of  the  widoAV  that  her  husband  had  been 
dead  about  a  year,  that  he  had  spent  a 
deal  more  money  on  the  estate  than  he  in- 
tended, and  that  he  was  in  many  ways 
disappointed  and  saddened  Avith  his  ex- 
perience of  the  place;  that  after  his  death 
many  of  his  choice  works  of  art  had  gone 
to  a  sale  in  town,  the  proceeds  to  fill  up 
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gfaps  in  liis  withering  fortune.  Tlie  re- 
niainincr  portion  of  tlie  furniture  and  deco- 
rative thinfrs  ^vas  kept  back  to  give  an 
air  of  cheerfulness  to  the  liouse  in  case  a 
new  tenant  sliould  ofl'er  liimself.  We 
wandered  slowly  about  tlie  house,  admir- 
ing the  various  views  from  the  windows, 
especialh'  one  looking  seaward. 

'*  It  is  all  very  pretty  now  as  you  see  it,'' 
remarked  the  plain-s^wken  youtii,  ''but 
you  ought  to  look  at  it  in  March,  when  the 
wind  blows  fi-om  the  east.     Ugh  I'' 

"Howard,  you  are  too  dreadful,"  said 
the  fond  mother,  patting  him  on  the  shoul- 
der. 

"Why,  you  have  always  said  so  your- 
self, mother.  There !  I  don't  think  I  could 
have  the  face  to  stand  by  quietly  and  see 
any  one  buying  this  place  without  betray- 
ing myself  in  some  way." 

"There  will  be  but  small  chance  of  our 
going  to  town  soon,  my  dear  boy,  unless 
I  dispose  of  it.     So  don't  talk  nonsense." 

I,  for  my  part,  still  kept  praising  its  va- 
rious beauties,  but  I  could  easily  imagine 
how  deadly  it  would  pall  on  anybody  when 
once  it  began. 

"Well,  then,"  said  the  utterly  frank 
Howard,  "why  don't  you  take  it,  if  you 
like  it  so  much  ?  We  will  let  it  go  cheap, 
ghosts  and  all — won't  we,  mother?" 

"My  dear  boy,  I  really  will  be  vexed 
with  you  if  you  can't  contrive  to  show  a 
little  more  sense,  not  to  say  discretion." 
And  the  patient,  long-suffering  widow 
looked  at  him  with  a  fixed,  pained  expres- 
sion that  seemed  to  have  a  hidden  depth 
of  meaning,  more  than  I  could  hope  to 
fathom  at  the  time. 

Just  at  the  last  v/ords  of  his  too  frank 
speech,  the  severe  Miss  Lisle  joined  us 
again,  and  she  added  the  gray  glare  from 
her  cold,  clear  eyes  to  the  widow's  pained 
glance,  to  such  a  degree  that  the  poor 
youth  seemed  to  chill  and  get  restless  un- 
der it.  For  myself,  I  fear  I  betrayed  the 
inward  amusement  I  felt  for  the  moment 
at  the  curious  manifestations  of  embarrass- 
ment of  the  little  group  at  seeing  one  of 
the  family  secrets  unwittingly  exposed  to 
the  first  careless  comer. 

"Do  you  believe  at  all  in  such  things ?" 
said  the  widow,  addressing  me. 

In  reply,  I  told  the  anecdote  of  Charles 
Lamb— I  think  it  was— who,  when  asked 
if  he  believed  in  ghosts,  said,  "  No, madam, 
not  I;  I  have  seen  too  many  to  believe  in 
them !" 

They  did  not  offer  to  smile  at  the  wit  of 


the  genial  "  Elia."    They  seemed  even  sad- 
der than  before. 

"Don't  talk  about  them,"  said  Miss 
Lisle,  with  chill  shiver  of  indrawn  breath. 

"  You  ought  to  have  a  very  choice  so- 
ciety of  them  in  a  fine  old  house  of  this 
kind.  If  /  lived  here,  I  think  I  should 
make  friends  with  them,  and  '  learn  to  love 
them,'  just  for  the  sake  of  company." 

Tlie  gray,  searching  e^^es  were  bent  on 
me  for  a  moment,  and  then,  with  cold  se- 
riousness, the  young  lady  replied  to  my 
airy  tone:  "If  you  lived  liere,  you  might 
get  to  talk  in  a  ditferent  strain  some  day." 

I  tried  to  imi)art  a  little  cheerfulness 
into  the  subject,  but  all  in  vain.  I  came 
to  a  bad  end.  "May  I  ask,  without  seem- 
ing ov^ercurious — in  case  I  wished  ever  to 
take  the  place — has  it  any  regular  haunt, 
or  does  it  roam  about  at  large  ?  Has  it  a 
kind  of  anniversary  ajipearance,  or  does 
it  wander  on  an^^  odd  night  it  likes  ?" 

Miss  Lisle  sat  down  wearily  on  the  win- 
dow-seat, and  stared  at  me  so  hard  and 
icily  that  it  seemed  like  a  rain  of  hail- 
stones in  one's  e.yes.  Mrs.  Craye  looked 
for  a  moment  pained  and  puzzled  at  me, 
and  said,  somewhat  sadly,  "I  should  be 
sorry  to  think  that  you  consider  this  a 
subject  to  joke  lightly  about;  it  may  be 
notliing  but  idle  gossip  to  others,  but  to 
me  it  is  all  very  painful  and  serious."  I 
need  not  say  how  fully  and  sincerely  I 
sought  to  apologize  for  intruding  on  such 
delicate  ground  as  to  ask  about  the  per- 
sonal habits  of  the  family  spectre;  and  I 
even  went  to  the  extent  of  regretting,  with 
some  show^  of  contrition,  that  I  had  been 
so  rude  as  to  seem  to  doubt  its  existence. 

It  had  now  become  time  to  think  of  my 
sketch,  and  I  hinted  as  much,  but  just  then 
a  pale,  scared-looking  little  maid  came  in, 
and  announced  tea.  I  was  most  kindly 
pressed  to  join  them  over  the  cheering 
cup,  and  there  was  such  a  tone  of  forgive- 
ness and  heartiness  in  the  invitation  that 
I  gladly  accepted. 

I  am  afraid  I  lost  all  thought  of  my 
sketch  again,  talking  about  the  delightful 
old  tea  set  of  Chelsea  w^are,  and  the  queer 
little  bits  of  Queen  Anne  silver  that  dur- 
ing our  tea  chatter  the  now  thawed-out 
and  almost  genial  Miss  Lisle  brought  out 
of  the  tall  Chippendale  china  closets  for 
my  inspection.  The  widow  said,  seeing 
my  deep  interest  in  these  things,  "Of 
course  I  tried  to  understand  and  like  ev- 
erything that  my  poor  husband  collected, 
but  I  don't  think  I  succeeded  so  well  with 
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anything  as  his  china  and  silver:  we  used 
to  be  tlioroughly  in  sympathy  on  that 
score."' 

The  cliina  topic  soon  merged  into  the 
subject  of  enamels  and  okl  miniatures, 
and  then  another  cabinet  was  unlocked 
and  a  small  drawer  full  of  early  French 
and  English  examples  was  displayed  and 
admired  and  discussed. 

I  lost  all  sense  of  the  quick-fleeting  mo- 
ments. I  forgot  the  sketch,  and  even  for- 
got that  the  only  train  that  was  left  me 
to  catch  would  be  at  that  somewhat  dis- 
tant railway  station  in  a  lamentably  short 
space  of  time.  When,  however,  this  con- 
dition of  things  dawned  upon  me  at  last; 
I  hastily  rose  to  make  my  adieux  with 
the  best  grace  that  a  marked  desire  for  a 
speedy  departure  would  permit.  Alas  I  I 
had  lingered  just  too  long.  Master  How- 
ard turned  to  me  from  the  window,  out  of 
which  he  had  been  watching  something 
very  quietly,  and  with  a  tone  of  half  en- 
joyment in  what  he  had  to  impart,  re- 
marked, "You  can't  sketch  now.  and  you 
can't  go  either,  for  it  has  come  on  to  rain, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  it  will  just  pour. 
Look  at  the  black  clouds  coming  toward 
us  over  the  hills  1*' 

"  A  little  rain  won't  hurt.  I  think  I 
must  run  for  it,  too,''  I  urged,  *'or  miss 
the  last  train.'' 

The  kind  lady  of  the  ' '  Moat''  here  inter- 
posed, and  urged  me  to  stay  until  the  mor- 
row, saying,  "You  have  nriade  no  sketch, 
and  you  will  return  empty-handed." 

She  looked,  too,  so  sincerely  in  earnest 
that  I  hesitated,  and  began  to  think  it 
prudent  and  even  polite  to  remain.  The 
rain  was  then  driving  in  wild  gusts  against 
the  window-panes. 

"The  air  was  filled  with  a  sudden  dark; 
The  rain  and  wind  came  on  together." 

Even  Howard  took  my  hand  in  both  of 
his,  and  said,  earnestly,  "Do  stay — do  T 
There  was  really  no  special  need  to  get 
back  on  my  part.  I  had  often  staid  away 
overnight  when  I  went  any  distance,  and 
I  had  even  come  prepared  in  this  instance 
to  do  so  if  necessity  required.  I  listened 
to  the  rumble  and  roar  of  the  driving 
storm,  and  I  listened  also  to  the  voice  of 
hospitality. 

"  Oh,  my  word!''  shouted  Howard,  as  a 
flash  of  vivid  lightning  tore  across  the 
sky,  followed  by  a  far  too  neighborly  roar 
of  booming  thunder,  "you  must  be  glad 
you  are  not  out  in  that !" 


It  was  one  of  those  wild,  drenching 
storms  that  prove  to  us  how  futile  are  um- 
brellas, and  how  dangerous  are  trees  and 
hay-stacks  as  shelter.  I  returned  the  friend- 
ly pressure  of  the  boy's  hand,  and  thanked 
liim  for  urging  me  to  stay,  as  it  was  liis 
look  and  tone  as  much  as  anything  that 
decided  me.  Now  that  the  gale  had  made 
me  a  temporary  guest,  the  manner  of  my 
young  host  became  entirely  genial  and 
unrestrained.  I  was  no  longer  the  casual 
wayfarer,  but  the  guest  of  the  house.  He 
said,  with  an  air  of  camaraderie : 

"Do  you  mind  coming  with  me?  I 
don't  know  where  the  ladies  have  gone — 
down  in  the  wine-cellar  probably,  they 
are  so  afraid  of  lightning.  Come  with  me 
and  I  vrill  show  you  your  room.  I  wish 
you'd  show  me  how  you  draw.  You  icill 
to-morrow,  won't  you  ?  I  am  so  glad  you 
staid  over,  it  is  so  jolly  dull  and  miserable 
here  sometimes.  Oh,  it's  awful!  I  wish 
yoti  were  going  to  stay  longer, or  else  com- 
ing back  to  us  again." 

He  seemed  perfectly  sincere  with  all 
his  apparent  gush  of  sudden  friendship. 
"Where  had  gone  all  his  former  look  of 
shy.  uncanny  sensitiveness  ?  Something 
had  come  over  him  to  show  out  the  trust- 
ful and  sympathetic  side  of  his  nature  so 
suddenly.  We  went  throtigh  dim  passages 
and  up  a  winding  stair  to  a  little  sntig  room 
in  one  of  the  turrets.  The  window  looked 
toward  the  sea  and  the  morning  sun.  There 
was  a  bright  air  of  modernity  in  the  vari- 
ous concessions  to  comfort  shown  in  many 
ways  about  the  tidy  little  apartment.  Ev- 
erything, too,  was  in  excellent  keeping  with 
the  stirrotmdings. 

"This  is  not  one  of  its  rooms,  is  it?'' 
said  I,  smiling. 

He  looked  askance  a  moment,  and  then, 
with  a  half -apologetic  laugh:  "Oh,  the— 
No.  Now  I  say,  you  really  need  not  mind 
what  we  were  talking  about — you  know. 
Do  you  really  care  about  such  things — 
yourself  ?'' 

"Well,"  said  I, ' '  the  fact  is.  I  notice  that 
though  there  is  room  enough  here  and  to 
spare  for  me,  yet  if  I  should  have  such  a 
visitor  it  might  be  crowded,  unless  it  sat 
on  the  bed.'' 

The  poor  fellow  looked  hurt.  It  was 
evidently  not  thought  to  be  good  form  in 
that  hoitse  to  "frivol"  when  alluding  to 
the  family  spectre. 

"Would  you  like  a  larger  room?"  he 
said :  ' '  because  there  is  one ;  but  if  I  were 
you  I  should  prefer  this.'' 
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"  No,  tliank  you;  I  like  the  look  of  this 
one  ininiensely/' 

"Now  if  they  should  offer  you  the  big 
panelled  room,  mind  you  say  you  much 
prefer  this,''siiid  Howard,  ^vith  a  solemn 
air,  and  iu  a  low  whisper  too  tragical  to 
tritle  with. 

\Ve  made  our  way  back  to  tlie  sitting- 
room.  The  evening  had  turned  cold  and 
drear  outside,  and  the  hearth  fire  of  odor- 
ous logs  was  cheering  and  home-like. 

There  were  many  apologies  from  the 
ladies  for  the  short-comings  of  the  inform- 
al little  dinner,  but  there  was  that  pretty 
air  of  grace  and  welcome  over  it  all  that 
would  make  a  red  herring  and  a  glass  of 
water  seem  a  banquet.  The  conversation 
was  fluent  and  pleasant  enough.  I  was 
sadly  conscious  of  much  effort  on  my  part 
to  avoid  any  further  allusion  to  the  dear 
old  family  skeleton.  The  younger  lady 
seemed  mostly  withdrawn  within  herself. 
The  only  kind  of  smile  she  had  to  oll'er  was 
of  cool  indulgence  or  of  chilly  cynicism, 
and  sometimes  I  noticed  that  her  features 
would  let  their  fine  classic  curves  play 
about  with  expressions  that  were  almost 
too  hard  and  cruel  for  beauty  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  at  any  price.  Her  eyes  had 
the  effect  at  times  of  sparks  playing  under 
half-dead  ashes.  The  lights  would  dim 
over  and  chill,  and  almost  fade  to  extinc- 
tion ;  and  then,  at  some  word  or  inward 
thought,  some  power  w^ould  breathe  upon 
them  fi-om  within,  and  they  would  flame 
and  flare  again  into  a  cold  blaze.  Cu- 
riously enough,  too,  w^hen  this  bale-fire 
seemed  to  be  glowing  the  deepest,  she 
w^ould  be  trying  to  say  or  do  some  kindly 
thing.  Then,  again,  as  the  fire  died  out 
to  a  rose-ash  gray,  and  she  w^ould  look 
dreamily  out  from  under  her  long  shad- 
owy lashes,  the  thin,  cruel  curve  of  her 
set  lips,  like  the  meaning  smile  of  the  co- 
bra, would  be  her  only  sign  of  animation. 

I  noticed  that  Mrs.  Crave,  in  address- 
ing her  now  and  again,  called  her  Bar- 
bara.    At  once  the  sound  of  the  name  set 
the  lines  of  Aldrich  running  in  my  head: 
"  Barbara  has  a  falcon's  eye, 
And  a  soft  white  hand  has  Barbara. 
Beware !  for  to  make  you  wish  to  die. 
To  make  you  as  pale  as  the  moon  or  I, 
Is  a  pet  trick  Avith  Barbara." 

It  was  still  going  on  as  I  watched  her— 

"  Merrily  bloweth  the  summer  wind, 
But  cold  and  cruel  is  Barbara" — 

w^hen  Mrs.  Craye  interrupted  my  reverie 
with,  "Did  you  like  the  old  tapestry  in 


your  room  ?"'  It  then  transpired  that  I 
had  not  been  shown  the  tapestry  or  the 
room.  "What  room  did  you  have  shown 
you,  then  ?*' 

"The  little  room  in  the  tui-ret.  which  I 
found  most  charming  and  snug  and  invit- 
ing," I  answered,  with  much  enthusiasm. 

"No.  no ;  not  at  all ;  the  turret  room  was 
not  made  ready,  and  Howard  should  not 
have  shown  it ;"  and  a  deal  more  was  urged 
by  both  ladies.  Besides,  it  was  explained 
that  there  was  a  fire  in  the  tapestry  room, 
and  all  had  been  prepared  there  for  me; 
and  not  only  that — they  wanted  me  to  tell 
them  in  the  morning  about  the  tapestry 
and  the  oak  furniture  and  the  fittings  of 
the  room.  Howard  tried  to  catch  my  eye, 
but  I  rather  avoided  his  look.  "The  best 
of  everything  is  good  enough  for  me,"  I 
said,  with  as  calm  a  face  as  I  could  assume 
while  using  a  well-worn  joke.  "May  I 
have  my  Tulip  with  me,  to  lie  on  the  rug 
by  the  door?''  I  asked,  carelessly. 

There  was  a  smile  of  anmsement  on 
Miss  Barbara's  face,  genuine  amusement, 
almost  without  malice. 

"I  am  only  afraid  she  may  howl  the 
place  down,  if  not  somewhere  near  me,"  I 
urged. 

"Now^  if  you  will  only  own  that  you 
are  just  a  little  nervous,  I  am  sure  that 
Mrs.  Craye  will  let  you  have  Shan  to  pro- 
tect Tulip  as  well  as  yourself."  The  mal- 
ice seemed  flaring  back  in  Barbara's  eye 
as  she  said  this  with  a  trifie  more  of  crudi- 
ty than  she  need  have  used  in  her  tone. 

I  did  not  care  to  i*eply  in  kind,  so  I 
merely  bowed  my  thanks  as  gravely  as  if 
she  had  meant  to  be  civil.  Howard  came 
to  the  rescue. 

"  There  s  your  dog — listen !" 

And  sure  enough  the  mellow  w^ail  of 
Tulip— we  at  home,  who  knew  its  full 
compass,  used  to  call  it  the  fog-horn — 
was  heard  from  the  stables,  where  she  had 
been  given  quarters. 

"Does  he  generally  go  on  like  that  all 
night  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Craye,  with  a  look  of 
foreboding. 

"My  dear  madam,  that  is  but  a  mild 
'tuning  up'  to  the  grand  opera  we  may 
expect  if  she  is  left  out  away  from  those 
she  loves.  That  means,  in  Tulip's  lan- 
guage, '  Home,  sweet  home.'  "  I  thought 
I  saw  a  relenting  smile  even  on  the  face 
of  Barbara.  "I  don't  mind  it  myself 
much,"  I  said,  "but  I  can't  think  of  let- 
ting you  run  the  chance  of  hearing  it  all 
night  without  previously  warning  you. 
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If  I  might  have  a  few  missiles — coals,  hot- 
ties,  anything  will  do — to  fling  at  her  when 
she  gets  to  her  finer  effect,  /don't  mind." 

"Perhaps  the  best  way  would  be  for 
you  to  let  her  be  with  you,"  remarked 
Mrs.  Craye,  much  to  my  relief. 

Miss  Barbara  must  have  noticed  my  in- 
ward satisfaction,  as  she  said,  rather  wick- 
edly, "Are  you  quite  sure  you  would  not 
like  a  loaded  gun  as  well  ?" 

It  was  getting  rather  awkward  for  me. 
I  did  not  wish  to  talk  about  the  wretched 
thing  at  all,  not  seriously  at  least;  my  lit- 
tle attempts  at  banter  had  been  received  so 
badly  that  I  wished  to  avoid  the  subject, 
and  now  they  seemed  inclined  to  jest 
about  it  themselves.  When,  however,  she 
saw  that  I  only  smiled  at  her  efforv,s  to 
draw  me  out,  she  relapsed  into  moody 
silence,  regarding  me  from  time  to  time 
with  the  look  of  a  blonde  Sphinx. 

When  the  ladies  had  bidden  us  good- 
night and  left  us  to  ourselves,  Howard 
came  round  the  table,  quite  near  to  me, 
and  laying  his  little  cold  hand  on  mine, 
said,  "Miss  Lisle  was  in  one  of  her  severe 
moods  to-night,  but  you  mustn't  mind 
her;  she  can  be  awfully  nice  sometimes." 
He  told  me  again  how  glad  he  was  that  I 
had  staid  over,  a  fresh  face  was  so  rare  in 
that  lone  place.  He  lamented  that  I  had 
not  stood  out  for  the  turret  room,  it  was 
so  snug  and  fresh ;  he  had  slept  there  him- 
self, and  could  speak  from  knowledge. 
And  so  we  talked  on  until  it  was  time  to 
retire,  and  then  taking  our  candles,  we 
wended  our  way  along  an  echoing  pas- 
sage, up  little  unexpected  break-neck  steps, 
and  down  others  as  unexpectedly,  until 
we  came  to  the  tapestry  room.  He  did 
not  open  the  door,  but  said:  "You  go  in 
while  I  see  about  your  doggie.  I  fancy 
it  is  down  in  the  kitchen.  They  have  tak- 
en her  in  to  keep  her  quiet."  I  did  not 
enter,  but  waited  for  him  in  the  x^assage. 
Tulip  soon  came  bounding  along  with 
howls  of  delight — insane  enough  to  fright- 
en the  entire  household.  A  flapping  cur- 
tain, blown  from  a  draught  that  came 
through  a  broken  pane,  streamed  across 
the  gusty  passage,  and  .looked  in  the  dim 
light,  as  I  stood  by  the  door,  like  some  ca- 
reering "wraith."  It  blew  out  the  light 
and  whisked  the  candlestick  from  How-  • 
ard's  hand  as  he  came  by  it, 

I  went  to  his  assistance  with  my  own 
candle  to  look  for  his  and  pick  up  the 
scattered  matches,  when  my  light  was 
blown  out  as  well.    We  groped  about  un- 


til we  found  his  candlestick  and  a  few 
matches.  "They  won't  light  here,"  he 
said ;  "give  me  your  hand  and  I  will  lead 
you  to  your  door."  When  the  lightning 
was  obliging  enough  to  give  us  a  stray 
gleam  through  the  broken  window,  we 
found  the  door,  and  I  followed  him  into 
the  room.  I  expected  to  find  the  apart- 
ment cheered  and  brightened  by  the 
promised  fire  on  the  hearth.  I  could 
only  make  out  where  the  hearth  should 
be  by  a  few  spots  of  smouldering  flame 
flickering  and  sputtering  as  from  green 
mossy  wood,  attended  with  more  than  its 
due  share  of  acrid  smoke,  blown  down  the 
chimney  by  the  eddying  gusts. 

When  the  candles  were  once  more  light- 
ed I  could  see  that  the  room  was  of  good- 
ly size  and  proportions,  furnished  with  an 
array  of  oaken  furniture  of  mixed  design 
and  periods,  but  mostly  of  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. The  wainscoting  was  of  oak  of  a 
grubby  and  jaded  tone.  It  looked  as  if  it 
had  been  painted  at  one  time  of  a  leaden 
hue  by  some  vandal,  and  had  been  scraped 
and  cleaned  again  lately,  not  wisely  or 
well.  The  tapestry  was  also  jaded  and 
faded,  and  sad  in  color  and  in  subjects. 
They  seemed  mostly  Scriptural.  On  one 
was  a  blowsy  Flemish  Judith  issuing 
from  a  Flemish  tent  with  the  gory  head  of 
Holofernes.  The  other  pieces  were  of  kin- 
dred subjects  for  cheerfulness.  The  most 
lightsome  was  of  the  Prodigal  Son  among 
ladies  of  doubtful  style  of  costumes  as 
well  as  proprieties.  The  bed  was  a  great 
showy  structure  of  carved  oak.  Most  of  it 
was  mt.de  up  of  odds  and  ends  of  materi- 
al that  had  once  been  parts  of  sideboards 
and  old  chests.  The  general  effect  was 
more  that  of  a  pagoda  than  a  couch  of 
ease.  It  was  more  calculated  to  murder 
sleep  than  to  induce  it. 

My  young  friend,  afte".'  vainly  trying 
to  animate  the  sullen  fire,  soon  left  me  to 
myself.  I  found  an  old  rug,  and  folded 
it  before  the  door  for  Tulip  to  sleep  on. 
She,  however,  with  her  usual  perversity, 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  either 
before  the  door  or  near  the  sputtering 
fire.  She  rather  preferred  quite  the  far- 
ther corner  of  "under  the  bed"  and  on 
the  bare  boards.  Even  there  she  did  not 
seem  happy,  but  blinked  at  me  out  of  her 
pink-edged*^  eyes  with  a  reproachful  look 
that  meant, 

"Oh  why  did  I  leave  my  home!" 

Sleep,  indeed!     I  soon  found  that  this 
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deadly  quiet  old  room  in  this  far-away  old 
moated  house  had  more  than  its  shai-e  of 
the  noises  that  jar  upon  the  wakeful  ear 
at  midnight,  and  seem  to  make  the  awful 
silences  they  break  all  the  more  weii-d 
and  unearthly.  This  was,  however,  by 
no  means  a  night  of  deadly  silences.  The 
wind  rioted  about  the  place  as  if  let  loose 
from  Bedlam,  rasping  the  loughs  of  a 
swaying  pine  against  the  window-panes 
near  by,  waltzing  about  with  screaming 
and  creaking  an  unanointed  weather-cock, 
and  whirring  the  complaining  smoke-cowl 
overhead,  banging  loose  shutters  and  un- 
fastened doors  far  and  near  all  over  the 
rambling  house. 

I  was  almost  impatient  and  vexeil  with 
these  varied  weii-d  "voices  of  the  night," 
as  in  the  event  of  a  spectral  footstep  I 
should  miss  it  unless  it  strode  about  in 
fisherman's  boots.  I  seemed  to  be  pain- 
fully awake  and  staring  hanl  at  a  thin 
strip  of  gray  light  between  the  heavy  cur- 
tains and  tlie  wild  sky,  wishing  it  might 
be  dawn.  The  storm  was  lulling  some- 
what; the  rain  no  more  butfeted  the  rat- 
tling panes  of  leaded  glass.  The  many 
sounds,  too,  were  merging  into  painful 
silences.  I  could  hear  the  ticking  of  my 
watch  beside  my  bed.  Suddenly  I  felt  as 
if  there  passed  through  me  a  strange  chill 
shudder,  as  if  a  cold  blast  of  chui-ch-yard 
damp  had  been  let  into  the  room ;  and  at 
the  same  moment  slowly,  slowly,  yet  with 
deadly,  quiet  force,  the  great  stuffy  pillow 
seemed  to  be  moving  from  under  my  head. 
With  all  my  force  I  tried  to  press  my  head 
down  upon  it,  and  still  it  slowly  moved 
until  it  rested  across  my  face.  I  was  about 
to  raise  my  hand  to  replace  it,  when  it  was 
caught  upon  my  breast  and  pressed  there 
with  a  grip  of  steel.  I  then  tried  the  other 
hand,  and  that  was  crossed  upon  my 
breast,  and  held  there  as  if  in  a  vise.  I 
then  tried  to  lift  myself  bodily,  but  the 
weight  of  a  ton  seemed  upon  me.  I  could 
see  nothing,  hear  nothing,  except  a  sound 
like  a  rush  of  water  in  my  ears.  I  could 
scarcely  breathe. 

The  one  thought  at  this  juncture  was, 
"Well,  what  next?''  I  listened  with  all 
my  might  as  I  thought  I  heard  a  dim  sem- 
blance of  a  voice  near  my  ear,  scarcely 
above  a  whisper,  mutter: 

"Don't  try  your  strength  against  mine, 
or  it  will  be  worse  for  you.  You  are  not 
dealing  with  a  child." 

So  I  kept  quiet,  and  waited  for  a  further 
move.     All  that  time  the  heavy  pillow 


was  flat  across  my  face,  and  pressed  down 
so  that  I  could  scarcely  move  my  head  be- 
neath it.  I  listened  with  all  my  might 
for  a  further  whisper,  and  as  I  did  so  I 
seemed  to  feel  tlie  grip  on  my  hands  relax, 
and  the  same  voice  mutter  again: 

"You  may  go  fi-ee  this  time,  but  re- 
member— '' 

Gradually  the  power  came  back  to  my 
numbed  hands.  I  took  the  pillow  fi-om 
my  face  and  put  it  back,  and  jammed  my 
head  hard  down  into  it.  and  began  to  won- 
der if  it  had  all  been  a  bad  dream.  I  set- 
tled myself  as  well  as  I  could,  and  tried  to 
dispel  the  whole  thing  as  but  a  passing 
nightmare.  Again,  as  drowsiness  was 
creeping  over  me, I  felt  the  same  shudder- 
chill,  and  heard  the  same  faint  whisper  at 
my  ear: 

" Don  i  forget.  Good-night." 
And  at  tlie  same  moment,  almost,  there 
was  a  shrill  cock-crow  outside.  I  hailed 
the  herald  of  the  morn  with  delight,  as  I 
was  about  weary  of  the  night  and  its  voices. 
The  sun  was  shining  high  out  of  the  rents 
in  the  storm  clouds  when  I  awoke  again 
from  the  deep  quiet  sleep  I  fell  into  after 
daybreak. 

I  thought  myself  a  philosopher  in  those 
days,  and  easily  found  some  common  law 
of  nature  to  account  for  anything  that 
might  come  to  pass.  So  I  need  not  say 
that  I  soon  laughed  away  in  the  morning 
while  dressing  all  the  impression  of  my 
midnight  experiences.  At  the  breakfast- 
table  my  good  friends  greeted  me  with 
an  inquiring  look  which  seemed  to  say, 
'•  Well  r'  I  need  not  say  I  made  no  allu- 
sion to  the  little  event,  and  when  asked  if 
I  had  rested  well,  replied  with  the  usual 
"Thank  you." 

During  the  morning,  as  I  was  making  a 
sketch  of  the  old  sun-dial.  Miss  Lisle  came 
out  with  Shan,  and  spreading  a  rug  upon 
the  turf,  sat  down  near  me,  and,  for  her, 
looked  and  talked  quite  amiably. 

"Was  your  Tulip  any  protection  to 
you  last  night  ?"  she  said,  suddenly,  look- 
ing up  at  me  from  beneath  her  fell  of 
tawny  hair.  I  merely  "smiled  a  sickly 
kind  of  smile"  myself,  and  said, ' '  Tulip  has 
not  that  inborn  love  of  the  supernatural 
that  she  might  have.  She  never  shone 
forth  as  a  good  'ghost  dog,' if  you  mean 
that."  At  the  time  Miss  Barbara  was 
rather  picturesquely  prone  on  the  rug, 
trying  to  overcome  the  rough  playfulness 
of  Shan.  She  seemed  to  have  a  wrist  of 
iron.     Pinning  his  two  huge  paws  across 
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liis  breast,  as  she  threw  liiiu  suddenly  over 
•on  his  back,  slie  muttered  to  him,  halt"  play- 
fulh-^,  lialf  wickedly,  "Don't  try  your 
strength  ag'aiust  mine,  or  it  will  be  the 
worse  for  you.  You  are  not  playing-  with 
a  child."  Shan  lay  with  his  great  head 
half  averted  from  her,  and  with  a  resign- 
ed martyr  sort  of  expression.  Then  she 
:said  suddenly,  as  she  released  his  paws, 
"Now  you  may  go."  Shan  got  up  from 
her  vise-like  cluU'li  and  shook  himself  for 
-a  moment,  and  then  Hopped  down  again 
as  if  exhausted.  I  was  dumfounded  for 
a  minute.  I  had  been  trying  to  make 
myself  believe  that  the  night's  impres- 
sions came  from  mere  iuiaginations,  and 
now  I  found  myself  trying  to  reconcile 
tliis  echo  of  last  night's  memories  with  the 
theory  of  coincidences.  I  then  ^veut  on 
with  my  sketch,  and  tried  to  tliink  no 
more  about  it  at  all.  That  finished,  how- 
-ever,  I  did  not  linger  long  over  the  mouldy 
•charms  of  the  Moat  gardens:  I  soon  bade 
my  hosts  good-b}',  with  many  real  thanks 
for  their  entertainment  of  me ;  and  tliougli 
I  was  kindly  pressed  to  return  and  sketch 
to  my  heart's  content,  I  seemed  for  the 
moment  to  have  lost  my  craving  for  moss- 
grown  fountains  and  tapestried  rooms. 

Some  time  after,  when  the  whole  event 
seemed  as  faded  and  dim  as  the  tapestries 
themselves,  I  found  that  my  fate  had  been 
good  enough  to  try  and  round  olT  the  in- 
cident in  the  way  that  mere  romance  does 
such  things  more  often  than  real  life.  I 
found  myself  at  a  crowded  dance  in  a  cer- 
tain house  in  London,  the  verv  last  of  all 


that  I  expected  to  meet  the  dear  old  lady 
in  who  iirst  told  me  of  the  Moat,  but  tliere 
I  found  her  all  the  .same.     I  recalled  to 


her  our  former  meeting,  and  thaidced 
for  her  introduction  to  Wyvern. 

"Did  you  find  what  you  expected  ?" 
asked. 

"Indeed  yes,  and  more." 

She  looked  at  me  searchino-lv.      " 


her 


she 


Let 


us  sit  here  in  the  conservatoiy,  and  do 
you  tell  me  all  about  it." 

To  the  dreamy  nnisic  of  a  distant  waltz 
I  told  her  my  impressions  of  tlie  place  and 
the  peo])le,  but  held  my  tongue  abcjut  my 
little  night  adventure. 

"Ah!  so  that  was  all,"  she  .said,  with 
a  1  i  1 1 1  e  gasp  of  rel  i  e  f . 

"Now, "said  I,  "  isitallowedto  ask  who 
that  strange  creature,  a  certain  Miss  Li.sle, 
might  have  been  ?'' 

' '  Goodness  knows  when  she  came  there, 
or  how;  she  seems  to  have  been  always 
there ;  she  is  beyond  my  ken.  She  once 
gave  me  the  'shudders'  by  telling  me  of 
poor  old  Craye's  death.  He  took  a  fancy 
to  sleep  m  a  certain  panelled  i-oom  that  he 
had  furnished  with  old  oak  and  hung  with 
tapestry.  He  would  tell  them  all  about 
it  in  the  morning,  he  said  ;  but,  poor  man, 
when  morning  came  he  never  told  them 
or  any  other  soul  on  earth  about  any- 
thing. He  was  found  stark  and  dead  in  his 
great  carved  oak  bedstead,  with  his  hands 
clutched  tightly  on  his  breast  and  the  pil- 
low across  his  face." 

I  was  thankful  just  then  that  the  dreamy 
waltz  nmsic  was  still  throbbing  in  the  air. 
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THE   WELL  OF  SALNT  JOHN.* 

"ri^HERE  is  plenty  of  room  for  two  in  liere, 
X    Witliin  the  steep  tunnel  of  old  gray  stone; 

And  the  ^vell  is  so  dark,  and  the  spring  so  clear, 
It  is  quite  unsafe  to  go  down  alone." 

"It  is  perfectly  safe,  depend  upon  it, 

For  a  girl  who  can  count  the  steps,  like  nie; 

And  if  ever  I  saw  dear  mother's  bonnet. 
It  is  there  on  the  hill  by  the  old  ash-tree." 

"There  is  nobody  but  Rees  Morgan's  cow 

Watching  the  dusk  on  the  milk-white  sea. 
'Tis  the  time  and  the  place  for  a  life-long  vow. 

Such  as  I  owe  you,  and  you  owe  me.'' 

''Oh.  Willie,  how  can  I,  in  this  dark  well? 

I  shall  drop  the  brown  ])itcher,if  you  let  go: 
The  long  roof  is  murmuring  like  a  sea-.shell. 

And  the  shadows  are  shuddering  to  and  fro." 

"Tis  the  sound  of  the  ebb  in  Newton  Bay. 

Quickens  the  spring  as  the  tide  grows  less. 
Even  as  true  love  ilows  alway 

Counter  the  Hood  of  the  world's  success." 

"There  is  no  other  way  for  love  to  flow; 

Whenever  it  springs  in  a  woman's  breast, 
To  the  home  of  its  own  heart  it  nuist  go, 

And  run  contrary  to  all  the  rest." 

"Then  fill  the  sweet  cup  of  your  hand,  my  love, 

And  pledge  nie  your  maiden  faith  thereon, 
By  the  touch  of  the  lettered  stone  above, 

And  the  holy  water  of  Saint  John." 

"Oh,  what  .shall  I  say?      My  heart  drops  low; 

My  fingers  are  cold,  and  my  hand  too  flat. 
Is  love  to  be  measured  by  handfuls  so  ? 

And  you  know  that  I  love  you— without  that," 

They  stooped  in  the  gleam  of  the  faint  light,  over 
The  print  of  themselves  on  the  limpid  gloom; 

And  she  lifted  her  full  palm  toward  her  lover, 
With  her  lips  prepared  for  the  words  of  doom. 

But  the  warm  heart  rose,  and  the  cold  hand  fell, 

And  the  pledge  of  her  faith  sprang,  sweet  and  clear. 

From  a  holier  source  than  the  old  saint's  well. 
From  the  never-ebbing  tide  of  love— a  tear. 

R.  D.  Blackmore. 

*  The  old  well  of  Saint  John,  in  the  pari-sh  of  Newton-Xottage,  Glamorpanshire,  has  a  tide  of  its  own, 
which  is  generallv  believed  to  run  counter  to  that  of  the  sea,  some  half-mile  away.  More  careful  obser- 
vation shows  that  the  contrariety  is  less  exact,  though  still  sufficient  to  support  its  reputation,  and  gives 
zest  to  the  cold  pellucid  draught. 

"^stus  utrique  est 
Continuo  motu  refluus,  tamen  ordine  dispar." 


AXD    THE    PLEDGE    OF    HER   FAITH    SPRANG,  SWEET    AND    CLEAR. 
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'•'VT'OW  there!"  said   Eilen  Jane  Salt: 
^1    "Tm  tired  seein"  a  passel  of  folks 
squealin'  at  a  snail  shell." 

It  happened  that  much  the  same  view 
of  the  case  was  occupying  Miss  Helen  Rit- 
ter  at  tl  .oment:  the  cliief  differ- 

enc*»    Vw  the    summer   lxi;\rder's 

endent  —   >n. 

■'nativr        -     -  :i* 

It  was  what  is  called  a  burning 
day.     Miss  Ritter  was  sitting  on    -. 
under  a  Japanese  umbrella.    Twenty  peo- 
ple were  sit'     r     -   ■  -    ^  -    -ese  umbrel- 
las.    Her<^  -  '^en.  was  of 

..e.     No  Turkey 


ivor 
red 


rin  sprawiea  uy-  _ 

skies  above  her  .  . 

is  a  comfort  in  distinction,  even  if  it  go 

no  further  than  a  pa^^  "  -^^   <hade.     Miss 

Ritter  enjoyed  the  ;.  ^syncrasy  of 

sitting  under  hers  aionr.      >ue  was  often 

alone. 

In  July  *  -de    is   a_  in 

September,  :         -      .-^r  in  n  nx 

icating.     In  August,  on- 

stand  it:  one  comes  up  ^..-.  ,  ..., -: 

its  '"Other  side,"  as  -against  peculiarities 
in  the   c  -  of  a  friend  known  for 

years,  a  pectedly  putting  the  af- 

fection to  a  viial  test. 

In  August  the  sun  goes  out,  and  the 
thick  weather  comes  in.  The  landlady 
is  tired,  and  the  waitress  slams  the  plate: 
the  fog-bell  tolls,  and  the  beach  is  sloppy : 
the  fog- whistles  screech,  and  one  may  not 
go  a-sailing :  the  puddings  and  sauces  have 
oTOwn  familiar,  and  one  has  read  too  many 
novels  to  stand  another,  and  yet  not 
enough  to  force  one  back,  for  life's  sake. 
on  a  "'course  of  solid  reading."  In  Au- 
oTist  one's  next  neighbor  is  sure  it  was  a 
mistake  not  to  spend  the  season  at  the 
mountains.  In  August  the  babies  on  the 
same  corridor  are  sick.  In  August  one 
has  discovered  where  the  milk  is  kept. 
and  frightful  secrets  of  the   '  -  -  are 

gossiped  in  ghastly  whispers  _  ;ests, 

who  complain  of  the  dinners  when  the 
voung  married  lady  who  rowed  by  moon- 
light with  another  fellow  has  left  the 
place  and  a  temporary  deficiency  of  scan- 
dal. In  August  one's  own  particular 
beach  is  swarming  and  useless,  one's 
especial  reef  is  populated  and  hideous, 
nay.  one's  very  crevice  in  the  rock  is  dis- 
<-.-.\-.:^Tv^  and  mortiraged  to  the  current  flir- 


tat  1  had  seemed 

to  -  -  iues  one's  ex- 

ile. In  August  there  are  hops,  and  one 
wants  to  go  away.  In  August  there  are 
flies,  and  the  new  boarder. 

It  is  the  new  boarder  who  is  overaudi- 
ble  about  the  snail  shells.     Down  there 
in  the  goi^.  where  the  purple  trap  glit- 
tf»rs   at   half-tide  in   great  volcanic  veins 
ni  to  pulsate  ye:  _     "  **" 

e  fire  imprisoned : 
when  ? — and  where  the  beaded  brown  kelp 
deepens  to  bronze,  and  then  runs  to  tar- 
nished ffold  in  the  wet,  rich,  pulpy  reced- 
ence  o:'  '       the  new  boarder  abound- 

eth.      "-  i\\ — bri->wn,  green,  orange, 

-  —the  tiny  shells 
■  red  sluggishly  by 
tiieir  ceil  of  iiidden  consciousness  and 
will,  like  certain  larger  lives  that  beneath 
a  mask  of  stagnation  palpitate.  The 
snails,  as  I  say,  interest  the  new  boarder. 
He  saunters  down  in  STOups,  in  clans,  in 
hi        ^  •,  the  trap  gorge — 

d  -  nine,  sparsely  but 

lively  ma>cuiiue.  and  eternally  in- 
.„.....-.  He  views  the  attractions  of  the 
spot  first  enthusiastically,  then  calmly, 
now  indifferently,  and  drifts  away  at  the 
third  stage  of  feeling,  possibly  an  object 
of  curiosity  or  envy,  in  his  turn,  to  the 
snail,  who  has  to  stay.  The  first  day  he 
screams  (I  must  be  pardoned  if  I  use  the 
generic  masculine  pronoun  in  this  con- 
nection) at  the  snails:  the  second  day  he 
observes  them  without  screaming :  the 
third,  he  doesn't  observe  them  at  all. 
His  number  is  infinite,  and  his  place  is 
never  vacant.  His  lady  types  wear  wild 
roses  in  their  belts,  invariably  succeeded 
by  daisies,  and  rigorously  followed  by 
golden -rod.  It  is  an  endless  procession 
of  the  Alike,  or,  we  may  say,  of  the  great 
North  American  Average. 

Decidedly  on  the  fortunate  side  of  the 
average  is  the  element  that  is  creeping 
into  Fairharbor — one  should  say  stepping 
in.  for  that  end  of  averages  never  creeps, 
to  be  sure — the  element  not  vociferous 
over  snails,  and  scantily  given  to  fioral 
decoration:  an  element  represented,  for 
instance,  by  Miss  Ritter,  who,  seeking 
Fairharbor  for  many  a  summer  because, 
among  other  reasons,  it  gave  her  that 
closest  kind  of  Seclusion,  isolation  in  a 
crowd  with  which  one  has  not  historic  so- 
cial relations,  has  sadlv  discovered  of  late 
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that  lier  dear,  roug-b,  plain  rocks  and 
waves  and  boarding-houses  are  becoming- 
semi-fashionable,  with  a  threat  even  of 
classically  abandoning*  the  compound. 
Already  Fairharbor  has  her  hotel  and  her 
daily  steamer,  her  band  and  her  "  distin- 


ing   perhaps   the   better   points    in    both 
types   of  "summer  people,"  luxuriously 
dissatisfied  with  them,  with  herself,  with 
the  world,  even  just  now  with  Fairhar- 
bor.    In  her  white  flannel  dress  and  white 
hat,  with  the  pale  flame-colored  tie  at  her 
throat,  and  the  reflection  from  the  pale 
sun-shade  upon  her,  she  had  a  select, 
almost  severe  look,  which  was  not  less- 
ened by  any  depreciation  of  effect  in 
motion  when  she  rose  and  walked.    She 


"  SHE    HAD    A    STATELY    WALK." 


guished  visitors,"  her  mythical  company, 
organized  to  sweep  up  the  huge  solitudes 
at  five  dollars  a  foot,  roadway  forty  feet 
wide  thrown  in,  and  wells  if  you  can  find 
any  water  in  them.  Already  she  has 
her  landaus  and  her  toilets,  her  French 
maids  and  her  ladies  who  protect  the  com- 
plexion. Already  the  faithful  old  stagers, 
haughtily  unconscious,  are  stared  at  for 
their  thick  boots  and  beach  dresses  and  gor- 
geous coats  of  tan,  and  their  way  of  sitting 
in  the  sand  like  crabs  after  their  vigorous 
baths,  in  which  they  do  not  jump  up  and 
down,  but  swim  sturdily,  battling  with 
the  sharp  North  shore  waters,  and  not  ex- 
pected to  scream. 

Miss  Kitter,  a  conspicuous  figure  on  the 
cliff's  edge  above  the  lava  gorge,  might  be 
called  an  unconscious  link  between  Fair- 
harbor  past  and  Fairharbor  to  be,  possess- 


had  a  stately  walk,  and  reminded 
one  of  a  calla,  as  she  turned  her 
head  slowly  and  stood  full  to 
view,  tall  and  serious. 

There  was  no  sunset  that  night ; 
it  was  a  dog-day,  damp  and  dead ; 
the  fog  had  thickened,  and  was 
crawling  in  like  fate ;  the  bell 
tolled  from  the  light-house  two 
miles  away,  and  the  east  wind 
bore  the  sound  steadily  in. 

Already  the  boarder  children^ 
who  insisted  on  going  in  the  skiff, 
could  not  be  seen  an  eighth  of  a  mile  out 
at  the  island's  edge  beyond  the  lava  gorge ; 
and  the  fisherman,  whose  children  knew 
better,  pushed  them  with  a  kiss  from  his. 
knees  as  he  drew  in  his  dory  for  the  res- 
cue, to  comfort  a  distracted  parent  (in  a 
red  parasol)  and  another  one  (rumored  ta 
be  a  clergyman,  but  just  now  in  a  bathing 
suit),  whose  inharmonious  opinions  but 
harmonious  anxiety  were  the  excitement 
of  the  hour  upon  the  beach.  The  bath- 
ing suit  had,  unhappily  for  him,  allowed, 
the  children  to  go.  The  red  parasol  had 
always  said  they  would  be  drowned. 

"Don't  ye  fret,"  said  the  fisherman, 
with  a  slow  grin.  "They  stole  my  old 
punt,  an'  she  leaks  so  't  '11  keep  'em  busy 
bailin',  and  they  can't  get  fur.  I'll  fetch 
'em  this  time,  but  next  time  keep  'em  to 
hum.     Why,  there  ain't  a  dog  in  Fairhar- 
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bor'd  set  out  rowiii'  thick  as  this,  'tlioiit 
he  lied  to  p^o  for  a  doctor  or  see  to  his 
trawls;  lie'd  knoir  better.  But  you  land- 
lubbers never  do  know  notliin';  you  dt>n"t 
know  enouji-li  to  know  wlien  to  be  skeer- 
ed. — Il'are  ye.  Miss  Ritter  r"  as  she  ])assed 
liim,  suddenly  <rlidin<T:  down  the  clitl".  and 
up  the  wet,  uncordial  beacli. 

"That's  like  you,  Henry.  Your  tonpfue 
is  bound  to  take  the  edg-e  ott*  your  pfood 
deeds  somehow,  like  plated  silver,  where- 
as you  know,  half  the  time,  it's  the  solid 
thinf^  underneath.  Now  you'll  scour  the 
ocean  after  those  childi'en,  and  do  just  as 
well  as  if  you  hadn't  scolded  al)out  it." 

"Better — a  sight  better  I''  chuckled 
Henry.  He  ran  splashing  through  the 
water  over  his  huge  red  leather  boots, 
])ushing  the  dory  ott'  with  a  mighty  shove. 
He  moved  the  oars  with  a  lisherman's  su- 
perb leisure;  his  massive  figure  looked  as 
if  it  were  etched  for  a  moment  on  the 
mist,  Avhose  color  and  the  color  of  his  old 
oil  -  clothes  blurred  together  till  there 
seemed  to  be  only  the  outline  of  a  man. 
As  boat  and  boatman  grew  dimmer  to  the 
view,  the  ghostly  rower  turned  and  shot 
back  one  parting  word  at  the  red  parasol : 

"Look  a-here!  Jest  you  stop  yowlin", 
won't  ye  ^  You'll  skeer  them  young  'uns 
overboard.  Ef  you  ^vant  me  to  fetch 
'em,  lemme  do  it  in  peace." 

With  this,  the  fog,  with  whose  terrible 
and  mysterious  swiftness  no  man  may  in- 
termeddle, shut  down. 

"Like  the  curtain  of  death,''  Miss  Rit- 
ter thought,  looking  over  her  shouldei', 
when  man  and  boat  and  voice  had  van- 
ished utterly.  She  was  not  given  to  too 
much  consideration  of  the  lot  of  her  fel- 
low-men, perhaps;  her  sj'mpathies  were 
well  regulated,  but  not  acute.  Although 
from  Boston,  she  was  not  a  philanthropist 
by  avocation;  she  took  people  as  they 
came,  or  went — good-naturedh'  enough, 
but  not  uncomfortably ;  she  had  a  touch 
of  the  irresponsibility  belonging  to  pro- 
fessional artists;  she  herself  did  not  even 
paint  tea-cups. 

In  Fairliarbor,  for  instance,  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  make  one's  self  miser- 
able. She  meant  to  treat  her  neighbors 
as  a  lady  should;  but  v:hj  cultivate  neu- 
ralgia of  the  emotions  over  the  fate  of  the 
fleets?  It  was  therefore  hardly  charac- 
teristic, and  struck  her  for  the  moment,  in 
an  artistic  sense,  curiously,  as  part  of  the 
"effect"  of  the  whole Avet,  dull  afternoon, 
that  she  should  feel  almost  moved  by  the 


every-day.  incident  of  Henry  and  the  dory 
and  the  fog.  He  seemed  to  her  suddenly 
like  a  synd)ol  of  the  piteous  Fairliarbor 
life;  as  one  puts  an  eagle,  an  arrow,  a 
shield,  or  whatever,  ui)on  the  seal  of  a 
commonwealthor  upon  ct)in,  so  Fairliarbor 
might  take  Henry;  so  .s'iie  gave  up  her 
vigorous  young  life  that  "went  down  to 
the  sea  in  .ships";  and  so,  ghosts  before 
their  time,  her  doomed  men  trod  her 
shores. 

**I  believe  I  must  sto})  and  see  Ellen 
Salt  about  some  laces,"  said  Miss  Ritter, 
uncertainly,  to  tlu^  lady  boanler,  with 
daisies  and  a  mandarin  })aras()l,  now  jiuljiy 
with  the  fog,  and  ott'ering  acute  tempta- 
tion to  stick  one's  fingers  between  the  ribs 
— the  lady  who  joined  her  on  the  beach. 
It  did  not  matter  about  the  laces,  but  it 
mattered  to  have  to  talk  to  that  stack  of 
daisies  just  then.  The  lady's  leather  belt 
was  tight,  and  the  flowers  seemed  to  gasp 
as  if  they  had  got  into  corsets. 

This  was  the  lady  who  always  com- 
plained of  the  breakfasts,  and  knew  how 
often  every  gentleman  in  the  hotel  came 
to  see  his  wife.  She  was  an  idle,  pretty, 
silly  thing;  abnormally,  one  might  say 
inhumanly,  luxurious.  She  wore  thirty 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  diamonds,  be- 
cause it  was  understood  she  was  afraid  to 
leave  them  in  the  hotel  rooms.  She  gave 
three  dollars  to  the  subscription  for  the 
Fairliarbor  widows  of  two  hundred  men 
drowned  last  year:  she  had  acquired  a 
theory  that  one  must  not  make  paupers. 

As  Helen  Ritter  struck  otf  alone  through 
the  fog,  down  the  lane,  behind  the  wild- 
rose  thicket,  under  the  willow-trees,  and 
against  the  big  bowlders,  to  Mrs.  Salt's  lit- 
tle, old,  unpainted  cottage — picturesquely 
gray,  and  proportionally  damp — she  was 
thinking  neither  of  the  daisy  and  dia- 
mond boarder  nor  of  two  hundred  drowned 
fishermen,  nor  even  of  Ellen  Jane  and  the 
weekly  wash. 

So  far  as  her  thoughts  had  organization 
rather  than  pulp,  and  might  have  been 
nautically  termed  more  conscious  than 
jelly-fish,  she  was  thinking — still  in  that 
same  amusing,  outside,  artistic  sense — of 
herself;  looking  on,  as  she  looked  on  at 
the  summer  people  and  the  fishermen, 
Avith  an  unimpassioned,  critical  eye. 

Too  well  we  all  know  those  mad  or  in- 
spired moments  (generally  ours  on  dull 
afternoons)  when  we  seem  to  catch  up  the 
whole  of  life  at  a  handful,  and  fling  it 
from  us  utterly  in  a  kind  of  scorn  that- 
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may  be  wholly  noble  or  trivial,  according 
to  the  impulse  of  the  motion  or  the  direc- 
tion of  the  aim. 

She,  Helen  Bitter,  of  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  twenty-eight  years  old,  an  orphan, 
a  Brahman  (rich,  if  one  stopped  to  think 
of  that),  and  a  beauty,  member  of  Trinity 
Church  and  the  Brain  Club,  subscriber  to 
the  Provident  Association,  and  stockhold- 
er in  the  Athenaeum,  fond  of  her  maid, 
her  relatives,  her  bric-a-brac,  and  her  way, 
walking  to  her  wash-woman's  through 
the  fog,  and  suffering  one  of  these  su- 
preme moments,  could  have  flung  her 
whole  personality  into  Nirvana  or  the 
ocean  by  one  sweep  of  her  white-clad  arm 
that  day,  and  felt  well  rid  of  it.  To  be 
sure,  nothing  had  happened. 

That,  perhaps,  was  the  trouble  ? 

"I  am  a  type,"  said  the  young  woman 
aloud.  ' '  I  am  nothing  but  a  type ;  I  have 
no  '  use  nor  name  nor  fame'  under  the 
skies,  beyond  standing  for  the  representa- 
tive, like  people  that  make  the  groups  in 
tourists' photographs.  I  may  thank  Hea- 
ven if  I  don't  do  it  inartistically,  I  suppose ; 
and  meanwhile  pay  my  laundress.  I  won- 
der why  I  keep  on  coming  to  Fairharbor  ?" 

Why,  indeed  ?  Helen  Ritter  to  Helen 
Ritter,  in  the  scorn  of  her  heart  and  the 
depth  of  it,  would  give  no  answer  to  that 
question,  but  hit  it  with  her  fine,  cool  look 
as  she  would  any  other  social  intruder, 
and  pass  it  by  upon  the  other  side.  She 
was  young,  for  life  to  have  come  to  what 
she  called  its  end. 

"Yet  the  light  of  a  whole  life  diec. 
When  love  is  done," 

sang  the  musical  boarder  in  the  hotel 
parlor  beyond  the  rose  thicket.  The  east 
wind  bore  the  sound  over  the  bowlders, 
through  the  willow  boughs,  driving  with 
the  fog,  as  if  both  had  been  ghosts  from 
the  hidden  sea. 

Why  cling  to  the  old  spot  where  the 
light  of  life  had  once  been  kindled  and 
quenched?  Why  dog,  like  a  spirit  unre- 
leased,  the  haunts  of  that  blessed  and  ac- 
cursed vitality  ?  No,  no.  She  could  not 
curse  it:  no.  Whom  or  what  had  she  to 
curse  ?  Fate,  perhaps,  or  accident,  or  a 
man's  terrible  dullness  of  intellect  before 
the  nature  of  the  woman  he  loves,  or  her 
own  doom,  or  her  own  "  way" — that  un- 
lucky way  which  as  often  wrought  her 
mischief  from  being  misunderstood  as 
from  being  to  blame,  but  which  was  none 
the  less  likely  to  be  to  blame  for  that. 


"The  mind  has  a  thousand  eyes," 
sang  the  summer  boarder  with  laborious- 
ly accelerated  emphasis,  for  the  gentlemen 
had  come  in  from  the  beach,  and  were  list- 
ening, 

"The  mind  has  a  thousand  eyes, 
And  the  heart  but  one, 
Yet  the  light  of  a  whole  life  dies, 
When  love  is  done." 

' '  Well,  there !"  said  Ellen  Jane  Salt, ' '  do 
come  in  out  of  this  thick  weather.  Fog's 
good  for  your  flannel  dress ;  bleach  it  out ; 
but  my!  ain't  you  sloppy?  You  got 
drabbled  on  the  beach.  Just  you  step  up 
agen  my  tubs  and  let  me  wash  out  that 
hem  o'  your'n  jest  as  you  be.  I'll  stand 
you  up  to  the  stove  after,  and  dry  you  up 
a  mite,  too,  and  iron  you  off,  and.  you'll 
be  slick  as  ever.  Pity !  I  did  you  up  only 
last  Saturday,  you  know —  There !  I'm 
drove  to  death,  but  I  can't  stand  seein' 
good  washin'  spoiled  like  that — and  you, 
too,  punctual  as  you  are  with  the  price — 
so  many  dozen,  and  so  late  in  the  season 
besides.  No ;  the  laces  wasn't  extry,  thank 
you.  I'd  be  ashamed  if  I  couldn't  do  a  bit 
of  valingcens  for  you.  But  there !  I  was 
up  till  two  o'clock  this  mornin'  ironin'  Mrs. 
Hannibal  P.  Harrowstone's  fluted  nigh'- 
gownds  (thread  lace,  every  scrap).  She 
had  six.  I'm  drove  out  of  my  wits,  and 
Rafe  had  to  have  one  of  his  spells  at  three, 
poor  little  fellow !  just  as  I'd  got  a  snooze 
in  my  close  atop  of  the  bed-spread,  for  it 
was  so  hot  with  the  heavy  ironin'  fire, 
and  us  so  near  the  cook-stove.     There !" 

Ellen  Jane  Salt  was  a  little  woman, 
thin  and  keen  of  outline;  the  kind  of  wo- 
man sure  to  marry  a  large  man,  and  rule 
him  roundly.  She  had  very  bright  blue 
eyes,  sunken  with  want  of  sleep ;  and  the 
chiselling  of  care  about  her  temples  and 
her  mouth  told  that  her  first  youth  had 
passed  in  hand-to-hand  struggles  with  life, 
from  which  middle  age  gave  no  prospect 
of  releasing  her.  The  line  between  her 
lips  indicated  that  nature  had  given  her 
a  sweet  temper,  which  experience  might 
push  hard  now  and  then  under  stress  of 
circumstances.  She  had  what  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  call  a  busy  voice,  pitched 
like  the  American  feminine  voice  of  her 
class,  but  without  a  shrewish  note;  on  the 
whole,  making  allowance  for  the  nation- 
al key,  what  might  be  called  a  motherly 
.or  wifely  voice.  She  had  the  curious, 
watching  look  common  to  the  women  of 
Fairharbor,  acquired  from  that  observa- 
tion of  the  sea  with  which  the  summer 
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boarder  is  unfamiliar.  A  little  anxious 
running-  down  to  the  beach  now,  or  the 
wharf  then,  when  the  fog"  sets  in;  a  little 
more  restless  climbing"  of  the  cliff  when 
the  wind  rises;  this  peering  for  the  dory 
before  dawn,  or  searching  for  the  sail  at 
dusk,  or  scanning  the  headland  by  moon- 
light, or  asking  the  dead  of  night  to  give 
the  absent  head-light  to  straining  eyes,  or 
beating  about  over  the  downs  in  the  No- 
vember gales  with  the  glass  which  trembles 
in  the  aching  arm  before  the  blank  hori- 
zon— these  things,  we  see,  give  optical  re- 
sults which  no  social  oculist  has  distinct- 
ly classified.  For  the  rest,  Ellen  Jane 
Salt  wore  a  navy  blue  calico  dress,  well 
fitted  (by  herself)  to  a  pleasant  figure,  and 
tucked  up  over  the  hips  under  a  gray 
crash  washing  apron,  on  which  she  wiped 
her  steamed  and  dripping  hands  to  give 
Miss  Eitter  greeting.  There  was  a  strip 
of  tourist's  ruffling  in  the  neck  of  the  navy 
blue  calico,  and  the  house,  like  the  mis- 
tress, was  as  neat  as  a  honey-comb.  One 
might  almost  say,  without  straining  a 
point,  that  there  was  a  certain  poetry  in 
her  avocation;  for  Ellen  Jane  Salt's  old 
cottage  seemed  to  the  chance  visitor  a 
kind  of  temple  of  cleanliness.  The  small 
kitchen  was  sunny  and  sweet;  and  despite 
the  disproportion  of  the  ironing  table  and 
stove  to  the  environment,  the  only  litter 
seemed  to  be  the  signs  of  the  presence  of 
children,  which  abounded.  Then  it  must 
be  distinctly  understood  that  Mrs.  Salt  had 
a  "parlor."  What  New-Englander  has 
not?  Whether  his  debts  be  paid  or  his 
soul  saved  we  need  not  stop  to  inquire; 
he  will  attend  to  that  presently;  mean- 
while, a  parlor  or  your  life ! 

In  Mrs.  Salt's  parlor  was  a  carpet  of  a 
high-art  pattern  under  reduced  conditions 
— olive  green,  to  be  sure,  playing  at  geome- 
try with  Indian  red,  and  sepia  brown  and 
ivory  black;  it  was  an  excellent  carpet, 
and  protected  by  a  strip  of  oil-cloth  nailed 
across  like  a  little  plank  walk  for  the  chil- 
dren to  travel  over  to  the  bedroom  beyond. 
There  was  a  new  paper  on  the  walls  of  the 
parlor,  very  clean  and  very  gilt  (olive 
green,  of  course),  and  the  price  per  roll 
such  a  trifle  that  a  cod-fish  could  afiPord  it, 
as  Mrs.  Salt  had  often  said;  the  paperer 
being  Ellen  Jane  herself,  at  midnight, 
after  a  day's  washing,  when  "he"  was 
asleep. 

In  the  parlor  were  a  black  hair-cloth 
sofa,  a  centre  table  with  a  red  cloth,  a 
Bible,  a  copy  of  a  children's  paper,  an 
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old  Harper,  and  a  patent-medicine  alma- 
nac; a chromo called  "Innocence  Asleep," 
(presented  with  a  pound  of  green  tea,  and 
since  framed  in  gilt),  and  a  framed  pho- 
tograph of  Rafe;  but  when  we  come  to 
Rafe— 

Meanwhile,  in  the  parlor  there  was  also 
"an  instrument."  Mrs.  Salt  had  privately 
meant  it  to  be  a  piano ;  but  Mr.  Salt  had  a 
bad  year  haddocking,  and  that  overgrown 
ambition  was  silently  set  aside.  Anyhow, 
it  was  an  instrument.  It  did  not  matter 
whether  one  called  it  a  melodeon  or  a  cab- 
inet organ,  or  whatever;  the  musical  fu- 
ture of  the  Salt  family  was  tlius  assured. 
In  a  narrower  personal  sense  the  instru- 
ment was  intended  for  Emma  Eliza,  who 
took  music  lessons  in  prosperous  seasons, 
and  played — to  Rafe.  Emma  Eliza  was 
the  oldest  daughter,  and  Rafe  was  the 
youngest  son.  Mrs.  Salt  had  six  children 
— two  babies.     Rafe  was  a  cripple. 

"Wasn't  that  Mrs.  Hannibal  P.  Har- 
rowstone  comin'  up  the  beach  alongside  of 
you  ?''  began  Mrs.  Salt,  promptly.  She 
ironed  as  she  talked,  making  small  cere- 
mony of  Miss  Ritter,  who  was  an  old  cus- 
tomer, and  regarded  quite  as  one  of  the 
family.  Mrs.  Salt's  irons  thumped  when 
she  was  tired  or  excited,  though  she 
would  have  you  understand  she  knew 
how  to  iron  scientifically  and  silently,  and 
no  fuss  about  it.  To-night  she  thumped 
a  good  deal. 

"She's  a  good  customer,  Mrs.  Hannibal 
P.Harrowstone.  But  there  I  Whenlcount 
the  yards  and  yards  on  her  petticoats — dol- 
lar a  yard,  every  mite  of  it— and  her  nigh'- 
gownas  solid  [thump]  valingcens,  you 
might  say,  and  them  di'mon's  [thump], 
and  beef-tea  for  Rafe  goes  so  fast  at  twen- 
ty-five cents  a  pound  durin'  his  spells ;  and 
there!  [thump].  WHiy,  Miss  Ritter,  I  did 
up  one  dress  for  that  woman  last  week 
would  ha'  paid  our  rent  for  a  whole  year, 
by  the  Sassinfras  Bitters  Almanac;  and 
Biram  so  sharp  on  his  rent,  too,  luck  or 
none;  an'  if  a  man  makes  eighty  dollars 
to  his  trip  or  eight  cents,  it's  all  the  same 
to  Biram  come  rent-day.  But  there !  that's 
fishin'.  I  ain't  complainin',  and  thanks  to 
mercy  I  can  stand  at  the  wash-tub  day  an' 
night  for  'em  long's  there's  anything  to 
wash.  Six  weeks  ain't  much,  now,  is  it? 
Pretty  short  season;  and  no  more  for  a 
woman  to  do  in  Fairharbor  rest  of  the 
year  than  there  is  for  a  clam.  We're  like 
'em,  I  guess— just  stick  in  the  mud  and 
stav  there.     But  there !     I  ain't  complain- 
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in' either;  and  six  cliiklrcn  do  want  a  sijjlit 
of  thiiif^s  from  Janooary  to  JancMXiry,  as 
youd  know,  if  you'd  ever  liad  one;  and 
Rafe-" 

"Rafe  looks  pale,  I  thoug-lit,''  inter- 
posed MissRitter,  {^lancing-  into  the  "par- 
lor,'' where  a  little,  hent  lififure  sat  in  a 
high,  padded  cliair  hy  tlie  window. 

The  child  had  a  delicate  face,  retined  hy 
suffering,  and  a  singularly  sweet  mouth; 
he  liad  long  blonde  hair,  which  fell  over 
his  face  as  he  stooped.  There  were  no 
other  children  visible,  exce^^t  the  baby, 
asleep  in  the  crib  or  cradle  at  the  little 
cripple's  feet.  Now  and  then  tlie  boy 
jogged  the  cradle  with  his  foot,  as  he  bent 
over  his  work  or  play. 

"It's  your  sci'ap-book,"  said  ^[i*s.  Salt, 
in  a  low  voice — *'  that  one  you  gave  him 
with  the  chromos  and  magazines  when 
you  come  in  June.  You  never  see  such  a 
sight  of  comfort  as  that  child  gets  out  o' 
them  things — bless  your  soul  for  it  I  It's 
the  prettiness  that  pleases  him.  The 
boarders  give  him  money  .son)etimes,  hut 
he  don't  pay  the  same  attention  to  it — it 
ain't  that,  you  know.  There's  a  kind  of 
preftiness  about  Rafe — like  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  I  do  for.  He  ain't  like  a  fish- 
erman, Rafe  ain't,  and  so  sweet  of  his 
temper  in  all  his  spells.  Now  last  night 
never  a  word.  His  father  and  me  hate  to 
see  Rafe  suffer." 

"  I  saw  Henry  on  the  beach  just  now," 
observed  Miss  Ritter,  backing  up  by  the 
stove,  as  she  was  bidden,  to  dry  her  white 
flannel  dress  hem  after  Mrs.  Salt's  profes- 
sional treatment  thereof.  The  young  lady 
had  quite  dignity  enough  even  for  this 
awkward  and  exceedingly  warm  position, 
and  seemed  to  fill  the  little  house  with  a 
kind  of  splendor— distant,  uncomprehend- 
ing, accidental — like  that  gift  of  the  scrap- 
book.  She  thought  too  little  about  them 
to  know  w^hen  she  did  the  right  thing  by 
poor  people,  until  they  told  her.  She  did 
not  mistake  her  taste  for  her  principles, 
though  they  sometimes  might.  "I  saw 
Henry,"  said  Miss  Ritter,  in  her  affable 
tone,  that  the  wash-woman  did  not  always 
distinguish  from  personal  friendship.  "He 
w^as  going  off  in  the  dory  after  those  Ben- 
zine children  that  ahvays  get  lost  foggy 
days.  I  thought  he  was  pretty  patient, 
though  he  had  to  have  his  say  about  it. 
All  the  children  were  with  him,  I  believe 
— Tom  and  Sue  and  the  bigger  baby  and 
the  rest." 

"There  ain't  any  rest   except   Emma 


Eliza,"  corrected  the  mother.  "Six  is 
enough,  gracious  knows— and  she's  gone 
home  with  Mi*s.  Hannibal  P.  Harrow- 
stone's  wash,  what  there  is  ready  of  it. 
Yes,  there's  that  about  Henry  Salt,  I  will 
say;  he'll  do  anything,  but  he's  got  to 
have  his  say.  Him  and  me  we  have 
words  sometimes.  I'm  always  sorry  for 
it  afterward.  I  never  mean  to.  He  sa\'s 
he  don't  meaii  to  either.  But  there  I  men- 
folks  is  men-folks,  not  to  say  anything  of 
women.  Nigh  as  I  can  make  out,  the 
Lord  made  men-folks  to  be  contrary;  but 
sakesi  if  you  love  'em,  what's  the  odds? 
You've  only  got  a  bigger  chance  to  do  for 
*em,  and  mother  'em  up.  They're  a  kind 
of  boys,  men  are,  ami  have  to  be  mother- 
ed up  somehow  by  their  women.  Tht\v 
need  pettin'  and  fussin'  and  strokin'  the 
right  way,  and  hear  jest  how  they  feel 
when  they're  a  mite  sick,  and  fuss  over 
*em  as  if  you  s' posed  they  was  dangerous, 
and  not  to  say  nothin'  when  you're  ten 
times  worse  yourself — that's  men.  I  don't 
say  I  don't  liave  my  tempers  out  myself 
— like  an  influenzy,  got  to  come— srniie- 
times.  But  there!  I've  got  a  good  hus- 
band, dear.  Nor  there  ain't  a  stiddier, 
nor  soberer,  nor  better,  goes  to  the  Banks 
from  Fairharbor  year  in,  year  out.  I'm 
very  fond  of  Henry.  We've  had  a  happy 
life,  me  and  Henry." 

"A  happy  life  ?" 

Miss  Ritter  looked  about  the  fisher- 
man's cottage;  at  the  small  rooms  crowd- 
ed with  the  signs  of  surplus  life  and  har- 
assing economies;  at  the  sober,  sleeping 
baby,  who  seemed  to  have  been  born  in  a 
haitl  season,  and  bore  the  inheritance  of 
pov^erty  and  anxiety  in  the  lines  of  his 
unconscious  face  ;  at  the  crippled  boy 
stooping  in  the  window  against  the  dull 
square  of  light  made  by  the  conflict  of  the 
fog  and  dusk  bej^ond;  at  the  nervous  mo- 
tions of  the  tired  woman  at  the  ironing 
table.  Ellen  Jane  Salt  did  not  pass  for  a 
heroine,  but  she  had  aches  enough  and 
ailments  enough  to  have  put  Miss  Ritter 
or  Mi-s.  Hannibal  P.  Harrowstone  under 
treatment  from  a  fashionable  physician 
for  the  rest  of  her  life.  Any  lady  Avho 
felt  as  she  did  would  have  gone  to  bed. 
The  flsherman's  wife  washed  and  ironed ; 
thus  Rafe  had  beef-tea — and  the  instru- 
ment. Somehow  even  the  instrument  did 
not  make  the  fisherman's  cottage  seem  an 
abode  of  luxury.  "I  can  always  sell  it," 
Mi-s.  Salt  said,  when  a])proached  by  good 
sociologists  on  the  subject  of  this  extrava- 
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gance,  *'  It's  good  property;  it  keeps  the 
cliildreii  to  home  evenings;  and  Rafe — 
why.  I  got  it  for  Rafe." 

Tlie  wash-woman  stood  straight  at  her 
ironing  table,  and  lifted  her  head  as  she 
followed  Helen  Ritter's  look  about  the 
cottage,  oil  whose  sparse  comforts  the  ad- 
vancing dusk  was  setting  heavily, 

*'  Yes.*'  she  said,  very  gently.  '*  Henry 
and  me  have  had  a  happy  life — him  a  fish- 
erman, me  a  washei'-woman — ^six  children 
— and  Rafe— and  i>oor.  Wei  I .  there !  there's 
been  times  poor  don't  say  it— and  hard. 
It's  been  pretty  hard.  But  you  see,  my 
dear,  me  and  Henry  Uh^  each  other,  I 
suppose  that  makes  a  di^erence." 

**  It  must  make  a  difference,"  i^epeated 
Miss  Ritter,  drearily.  She  went  abruptly 
into  the  darkening  parlor,  kissed  the  crip- 
pled child  upon  the  forehead,  said  some 
little  pleasant  thing  to  him.  and  came 
restlessly  back,  Rafe  climbed  down  from 
his  high  chair  laboriously,  took  up  his 
crutch,  and  followed  her.  His  mother 
was  lighting  the  kerosene  lamp,  and  the 
[>oor  place  leaped  suddenly  into  color, 
Rafe  pulled  at  the  navy  blue  calico  dress. 
The  wash-woman  snatched  off  her  wet 
crash  apron,  and  drew  the  little  fellow^ — 
alas!  never  perhaps  to  be  too  big  a  fellow 
for  his  mother's  lap— into  her  arms.  The 
ironing  table  and  the  clothes-basket  and 
a  wash-tub  of  rinsing  clothes  closed  into 
the  perspective  of  this  plain  picture;  and 
Rafe's  crutch,  where  it  had  fallen  in  the 
foreground,  reminded  Miss  Ritter  some- 
how of  the  staff  in  the  little  St,  John 
scenes  that  we  all  know. 

''The  Madonna — of  the  Tubs,"  she  mur- 
mured, 

*'  What,  ma  am  P  asked  Rafe. 

*'  There !  there !''  said  the  Madonna;  **go 
and  watch  for  father,  Rafe.  *  She  handed 
him  his  crutch  with  her  kiss— a  half-savage 
kiss,  like  that  of  some  wild,  thwarted  ma- 
ternal thing — and  the  child  limped  eager- 
ly away. 

**He  must  have  found  them  Benzine 
children  by  this  time."  Mrs.  Salt  ran  on, 
taking  to  her  iix)ns  again  nervously.  **  But, 
fact  is.  I'm  never  easy  in  my  mind  when 
Henry's  in  thick  weather,  not  even  off- 
shore. It's  haixl  being  a  woman  in  Fair- 
harbor.  Our  minister  said,  says  he,  when 
he  first  come  to  town  he  noticed  all  the 
women- folks  called  it  *the  dreadful  sea.' 
I  guess,  come  to  think  of  it  we  do — jest 
as  you'd  say  *  Monday  morn  in"  or  *cold 
weather,'  and  never  take  notice  of  your 


words.      You  see.  I'm  kind  o*  down  to- 
night, tell   the   truth.  Miss  Ritter.— Yes. 
Rafe.  watch  for  i>apa.  dear.      Hell  be  dis- 
appointed if  he  doesn't  see  Rafe  first— I 
wouldn't  tell  the  child  just  yet.    You  see, 
his  father's  got  to  go  to  the  Banks.     Raf^ 
hates  to  have  his  father  go  to  the  B. 
He  worries.     We  thought  wed  get  a 
—for  me  and  Rafe  do  worry  so— but  Hen 
rys  had  an  awful  poor  season  off-shore. 
He  thinks  he's  got  to  go.     He  ain't  made 
but  twenty -two  dollars  and  sixty -three 
cents  this  summer.     It's  safer  off  sli^fv 
take  it  all,  though  it's  bad  enough.  ' 
Ritter,  fix  it  as  you  will.     It  was  otT-h 
his  boat  keeled  over,  eight  years  ago  the 
23d  of  September,  not  more'n  two  miles 
off  the  light^him  and  Job  Ely  and  Peter 
Salt  and  William  X.  Salt  went  down  in  a 
squall,  and  I'd  been  nervous  all  day:   so 
when  it  struck  I  got  the  glass,  and  took 
Emma  Eliza— for  she  was  little  then,  but 
my  oldest  born,  and  all  I  had  to  speak  to 
that    would    understand  —  and    me   and 
Emma  Eliza  we  walked  over  the  downs, 
and  over  the  downs,  blovved  about  agen 
the  wind,  with  the  glass,  and  stood  watch- 
in*  :  and,  my  gracious  God.  Miss  Ritter,  I 
saw  that  there  boat  go  dowii  •>  <^'-^  »-^r- 
living  eyes !" 

It  was  an  old  story,  told  to  how  many 
neighbors  and  **  summer  people"  how 
many  times!  but  at  this  point  the  fisher- 
mans  wife  gasped  and  blanched.  She 
had  never  been  able  to  finish  it;  each 
time  she  thought  she  should.  She  took 
up  her  flat-irons  hastily,  for  scalding  tears 
were  dropping  on  Mrs.  Hannibal  P.  Har- 
rowstone's  fluted  skirt 

*'  He  h'isted  on  to  the  keel,  her  bottom 
upmost,*'  she  said,  in  a  lower  voice.  **  and 
they  all  h'isted  on  and  held,  and  a  lumber 
schooner  from  Maine  come  along  full  can- 
vas, but  it  took  an  eternal  punishment, 
lookin'  through  the  glass,  to  get  her  swung 
to  and  dory  off.  But  they  was  saved — him 
and  Job  Ely  and  Peter  Salt  and  William 
X.  Salt— and  him:  but  they  looked  like 
flies  before  my  eyes,  for  the  sea  broke  over 
'em,  and  they  kep'  a-slippin*.  and  so  me 
and  Emma  Eliza  put  down  the  glass  and 
come  home  and  set  down:  and  Emma 
Eliza  made  me  a  cup  of  tea— for  I  was  that 
gone,  and  her  so  little  to  do  for  me.  And 
there  we  set.  for  we  couldn't  do  nothin' 
till  he  come  home  at  five  minutes  past  nine 
o'clock,  bustin'  open  the  door— so! — drip- 
pin'  wet.  and  pale  as  his  own  corpse,  and  I 
says,  '  Henry!  Henry!'  and  he  says.  '  Xel- 
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ly  Jane !'  and  we  si^ys  no  nion\  for  stMne- 
way  wo  couldn't  do  it.  But  Ennna  Kliza 
critnl— for  she  useil  to  bellow,  that  child 
did.  when  slie  was  little— enouprh  to  wake 
last  years  mackerel  catch,  and  tlien  she 
made  her  father's  tea.  for  I  was  that  jrone; 
and.  you  s*v.  Miss  Hitter,  it  was  next  month 
Rafe  w;is  born,  and  ho  w  <<  ^v.»»n.  my  dear 
— as  he  is." 

'*  Marm.  I  don't  sev  my  ta  liier,"  intei-- 
rupted  Rife,  in  his  pentle,  drawling  voice. 
(vom  the  o\K^n  (i\mi  d«H>r. 

'*  And  so.  as  I  siivs."  pii>ceetled  Mrs. Salt, 
more  briskly.  **  tishin'  is  lishin',  otf  shore 
or  no.  But  I  haven't  no  ct>ntidence  in 
the  Grand  Biinks.  I  wish  my  huslxtnd 
hadn't  pot  to  po  this  fall.  I  'ain't  any 
time  to  be  nervous,  but  there's  always 
time  to  see  thinjrs.  You  know,  you  see 
h'uu  so.  Ix'foiv  your  eyes,  all  Si>rts  of  ways, 
when  he's  that  far  fi-om  ytni— fojrs.  or  a 
giile.  or  a  squall — dixiwnin'  mostly,  and 
callin'  after  you,  if  you'i*e  his  wife  and 
have  always  done  for  him.  Even  a  head- 
ache he'd  run  to  you  about.  And  to  stand 
here  ironin',  a  tliousand  miles  away,  and 
him  mayl)e— " 

*'Marui.  '  called  R;ifo,  "I  see  my  fa- 
ther!    I  see  my  fa— ther! " 

"Well,  theiv!"  cried  Ellen  Jane  Siilt. 
puttins:  down  her  irons  ti-emendously. 
She  blushed  like  a  di'l.and  bustled  about, 
"pickiiisr  up*'  hei-e  and  thei-e,  and  hurry- 
ing to  fry  the  ctxl  for  supper.  She  almost 
foi*iZ>>t  her  younsT  lady  customer,  who  was 
glad  just  then  io  slip  away. 

On  the  way  di>wn  the  lane  she  met  the 
fisherman  and  his  children  hurrying 
home;  but  in  the  dusk  they  passed  with 
a  pleasant,  neighborly  nod.  Miss  Ritter 
was  Siid.  and  Henry  S;\lt  was  hungry;  so 
she  with  her  kindly  "Well.  Henry'."'  and 
he  with  his  civil  "  H'ar'  yer.  Miss  Ritter  f 
went  their  ways.  It  so  happeneil  fi-om 
one  tritling  cause  and  another— *he  was 
calleil  t*>  Boston  earlier  than  usual,  and 
what  not— that  this  was  the  last  time  she 
s|K)ke  to  the  gixkl  fellow  that  season,  as 
she  afterwanl  ivmeml^ered. 

She  turned  in  the  dark  lane,  and  watch- 
ed the  gi*oup  scrambling  home  in  their 
happy-go-lucky  fashion— Henry  ixxle  the 
bigger  baby  (he  was  known  in  the  Si\lt 
family  as  "the  other  baby  "^  pickbtick  all 
the  w*ay;  Sue  and  Tonuny  trudged  and 
toddled,  snatching  at  his  oil  clothes,  which 
were  wet.  and  slipi>ed  from  their  little 
round  iTd  hands. 

Henrv  S^liU  sang,  as  he  carried  "the  oth- 


er baby."  a  snatch  of  a  siiilor's  song  Miss 
Ritter  had  never  heard  before— 

"Give  the  wind  time 
To  blow  the  man  down." 

Past  the  rose  thicket,  by  the  great  bowl- 
der, dim  in  the  dark  and  the  now  divnch- 
ing  fog.  man  and  childien,  ])ushing  merri- 
ly home,  made  one  confuseil  gmup.  like  a 
centaur  or  a  toi-so  to  the  watcher's  eye. 

The  cottage  doi>r  was  wide  ojx^n.  What 
a  splendor  of  light  leaiH^l  out  I  Was  it 
only  that  keix>sene  lam]>  upon  the  in>ning 
table?  How  it  l>eat  back  the  crawling 
fog.  which  made  as  if  it  would  enter  lii*st 
and  Wiis  denied. 

"Give  the  wind  time," 

rang  the  fisherman's  hap])y  bass. 

From  outside,  througli  the  door  one 
could  see  clearly  and  far.  All  the  little 
Ijouse  seeinetl  to  lean  out  to  draw  them  in; 
the  sweet,  tidy,  homely  things  gi-ew  gilded 
and  glorious,  and  had  a  Kx>k  as  if  they 
stirinxl;  even  the  instrument  could  be  seen 
det'p  in  the  ]>arh^r.  with  the  re<luced  high- 
art  paiHM-.  In  the  dix^rway.  once  ag;iin. 
the  Madonna  of  the  Tubs  had  found  that 
fine,  unconscit^us  attitude — half  stiniping 
to  take  Rife,  who  had  stinxl  tt>o  long  uiK>n 
his  little  crutch.  He  put  up  his  hand  and 
sti-oked  her  cheek. 

"Oh.  marm.  I've  got  my  fa— ther:  " 

"  Give  the  wuid  time 
To  blow  the  man  down," 

sang  Henry  Salt.     Laughing,  he  snatched 
and  kissed  the  child— the  mother  tix>.  per- 
hat>s.      Down  there  in  the  dark  wet  lane 
Miss  Ritter  could  not  see.  or  her  eyes  fail 
ed  her  somehow. 

For  a  moment  the  group  stood  in  the 
oiKMi  dcx)r  in  a  kind  of  glory.  Then 
Emma  Eliza  came  in.  and  putting  down 
her  empty  clothes  -  Ixisket,  and  going 
straight  to  the  instrument,  began— it  seem- 
ed tiiat  Rafe  asked— to  play.  A  waltz, 
perhaps  i  A  minstrel  melody  i  Some 
l)olka  learned  of  the  music  teacher?  A 
merry  ditty  flung  at  fate  and  dashed  at 
life  and  death,  between  whose  Ci^ual  mys- 
teries these  |KKir  souls  wrenched  their 
brave  and  scanty  happiness  ?  My  musical 
friend— no.  Emma  Eliza  s;vng  a  hymn. 
She  sang  that  venerable  Sunday-school 
jingle  known  as  "  Pull  for  the  Shoi*e." 

Rafe  joined  in  it  sweetly,  leaning  on 
his  crutch.  His  mother  si\ng  it  shrilly 
while  she  frie^l  the  cod.    Henry  Siilt  s^uig 
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it  merrily  while  he  hung-  his  oil-clothes 
on  the  nail  belli nd  the  door.  Sue  and 
Tommy  and  the  other  baby  sang  it  any- 
how: and  the  baby  in  tlie  crib  Avaked  up 
and  sti^tched  his  arms  out  to  the  instru- 
ment. 

"  Pull  for  the  shore,  sailor,  pull  for  the  shore ! 
Heed  not  the  rolling  wares,  but  bend  to  the  oar  ! 
Pull  for  the  shore,  sailor,  pull  for  the  shore  I'' 

Then  the  door  shut  suddenly:  the  Madon- 
na was  blotted  from  sight :  blackness  re- 
placed the  sweet  and  homely  halo:  only 
the  voices  of  the  lisher-people.  expressing- 
what  they  knew  of  happiness  in  the  som- 
bre, sacred  words  that  lield  the  terror  and 
the  danger  of  the  sea.  echoed  faintly  down 
the  dark  and  now  deserted  lane. 

"If  this  were  a  story  in  need  of  a  hero- 
ine." said  Helen  Kitter  as  she  turned.  "  it 
is  a  vacant  i^osition  which  I  should  not 
be  asked  to  fill.  And  yet  I'd  be  my  wash- 
woman to  be — ■" 

'*  Give  the  Avind  time 
To  blow  for  the  shore," 

rang"  out  the  grutf  bass  voice  that  wind 
and  weather  liad  roug'lieiied  in  shouting' 
"Ship  ahoy!"  For  Henry  had  musical- 
ly forgotten  himself,  as  will  be  seen,  and 
Emma  Eliza,  at  the  instrument,  came  to  a 
severe  halt  to  set  him  straight. 

Perliaps  if  it  had  not  been  for  "William 
X.  Salt  it  would  never  have  happened. 

Tennyson,  I  think,  or  it  might  well  be. 
has  sketched  a  sea-port  town  in  one  line 
which  runs: 


"And  almost  all  the  vi 


hal  one  nam^ 


The  fishing  town  of  Fairharbor  was  gen- 
erously furnished  with  the  a^^propriate 
name  of  Salt.  There  were  great  Salts  and 
small  Salts,  rich  and  poor  Salts,  drunk 
and  sober  Salts.  Salts  making  money  in 
the  counting-rooms  and  Salts  earning  it 
upon  the  wharves.  Salts  in  the  fish  tirnis 
and  Salts  before  the  mast— Abraham  L. 
Salt,  for  instance,  who  owned  the  schoon- 
er (hei*self  Abhy  E.  Salt  by  name),  and 
William  X.  Salt  and  Peter  Salt  and  Henry 
Salt,  who  sailed  in  her  to  the  Grand  Banks. 
after  the  golden-rod  and  the  summer  peo- 
ple were  gone,  when  there  were  no  Japa- 
nese umbrellas,  and  nobody  screamed  at 
the  snails,  when  thei'e  was  no  washing  by 
the  dozen  to  be  had.  and  only  now  and  then 
a  letter  from  Miss  Ritter — in  November, 
just  before  Thanksgiving,  when  the  wea- 


ther had  turned  cold  and  the  wind  blew 
from  the  north. 

Nothing  is  easier  than  to  find  a  reason 
for  the  unpleasant  in  ourselves  in  causes 
outside  of  ourselves,  and  yet.  in  spite  of 
this  calm,  proverbial  philosophy,  it  is 
probably  true  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
William  X.  Salt  it  would  never  have  liap- 
pened.  At  least  Ellen  Jane  .said  so,  and  will 
say  so  to  her  dying  day.  For  from  what- 
ever cause — divine,  diabolic,  or  human — 
wliether  because  William  X.  Salt  treated 
Henry,  or  because  Henry  allowed  Will- 
iam X.  to  treat  him,  or  because  Heaven 
permitted  or  hell  decreed— the  truth  re- 
mains that  Henry  and  Ellen  Jane  Salt, 
like  many  another  wedded  pair  loving 
less  than  they,  like  many  another  loving 
even  more  than  they,  quarrelled:  but  the 
Avorst  of  it  was  that  they  quarrelled  the 
night  that  Henry  set  sail  in  tlie  Abbrj  E. 
Salt,  with  William  X.  and  Peter  and  Job 
Ely  and  the  other  fellows— ten  in  all— for 
the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 

William   X.  Salt   had   given   him  the 
whiskey,  for.  as  I  say.  it  was  turning  cold, 
and  the  wind  blew  bitterly  from  the  north, 
and  the  men  had  worked  till  they  were 
fretted  and  chilled,  getting  their  traps  and 
trawls  aboard.     Now  Henry  was  a  sober 
man.  for  the  most  part,  and  meant  to  keep 
so  :  or  his  wife  meant  to  keep  him  so.  which 
is  much  the  same  thing:  and  I  should  libel 
him  were  I  to  say  that  he  came  home  to 
supper  drunk.    He  was  not  drunk.    Strict- 
ly speaking,  he  vras  not  sober.     In  point  of 
fact,  he  was  what  maybe  charitably  called 
sensi^'ive  to  liquor,  owing  to  some  passing 
familiarity  of  the  nervous  system  with  its 
effects  in  early  youth:  and  it  took  little 
enough  to  make  it  clear  that  he  had  better 
have  taken  none  at  all.     As  a  rule,  Henry 
recognized  this  physiological  fact.     That 
November  night  he  was  cold  and  tired  and 
"  down."  and  William  X.,  who  was  sober 
sometimes,  but  so  seldom  that,  by  the  law 
of  chances,  that  could  hardly  have  been 
one  of  the  times,  was  moved  to  treat  at 
the  wrong  moment  or  in  the  wrong  way; 
and  if  Henry  had  taken  a  little  less — or 
even  a  little  more,  and  come  home  to  his 
wife  drunk,  it  might  not  have  happened, 
we  must  admit,  for  he  was  jolly  and  silly 
when  he  was  drunk;  but  he  got  only  so 
far  as  the  cross  stage,  and  cross  he  was — 
it  need  not  be  denied — to  Ellen  Jane. 

What  was  it  all  about  ?  What  is  it 
ever  all  about  when  two  who  love  each 
other  dearer  than  an  v  great  thing  on  earth, 
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fall  sliarp  asunder  because  of  some  little 
one— too  little  to  find  ?  The  pit}-  of  love 
is  that  it  is  given  to  small  creatures:  let 
us  not  forget  that  itself  is  great. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  door  that  slammed ; 
perhaps  it  was  the  cottee  that  did  not  set- 
tle; it  may  be  that  the  baby  cried,  or  the 
chowder  burned  their  tonpfues,  or  some- 
body upset  the  milk  pitcher,  or  the  lamp 
smoked,  or  the  ironing  fire  was  burning 
coal  too  fast,  or  the  barberry  sauce  (brought 
out  to  honor  the  occasion)  had  not  enough 
molasses  in  it,  or  the  griddle-cakes  did  not 
come  fast  enough,  or  there  was  a  draught 
somewhere — who  could  say  ?  Neither  of 
these  married  lovers,  perhaps,  after  it  was 
all  over.  Less  than  any  one  of  these  al- 
most invisible  causes  has  broken  hearts 
and  homes  before,  and  will,  world  without 
end,  till  lovers  learn  the  infinite  precious- 
ness  of  love,  and  human  speech  is  guard- 
ed like  human  chastity. 

In  short,  then  and  there,  on  the  night, 
on  the  hour  of  their  separation,  Henry  and 
Ellen  Jane  Salt  ''came  to  words.'' 

She  had  been  crying  all  day,  poor  wo- 
man, because  he  had  to  go.  She  dreaded 
a  November  voyage  intelligentlj^  and  in- 
sanely. Rafe  had  cried  too,  but  he  hid 
in  the  parlor  to  do  it.  The  children  were 
all  sober  except  the  baby  and  the  other 
hsihy.  The  house  was  illuminated — there 
were  two  kerosene  lamps  and  the  lantern. 
All  Henry's  mending  was  tearfully  and 
exquisitely  done.  There  had  been  fresh 
doughnuts  fried,  and  a  squash  pie  (ex- 
travagantly) made  to  please  him.  Emma 
Eliza,  at  the  instrument.playedthe  "Sweet 
By-and-by."  Her  mother  was  dressed  in 
her  best  calico — a  new  one  never  at  the 
wash-tub,  one  of  those  chocolate  patterns 
with  strong-minded  flowers  that  w^omen 
fancy,  Heaven  and  the  designers  know 
why.  Her  hair  was  brushed  and  her  col- 
lar fresh,  and  she  had  looked  as  pretty  as  a 
pink,  poor  thing,  dashing  away  the  tears 
when  he  came  in — ready  for  all  the  little 
feminine  arts  that  make  men  cheerful  at 
the  cost  of  women's  nerve  and  courage. 

Then  it  happened — whatever  it  w^as — 
and  the  glow  went  out  of  her  face  as  the 
gloom  gathered  on  his,  and  that  sweet 
look  about  her  mouth  settled  away,  and 
the  smouldering  fire  burned  up  slowly 
from  a  great  depth  in  her  sunken,  tired 
blue  eyes;  and  with  a  breaking  heart  she 
blamed  him ;  and  with  a  barbarous  tongue 
he  admired  her;  and  their  words  ran  as 
high  as  their  nerves  were  strained;  and 


because  they  loved  each  other  dearly  ev- 
ery harsh  word  they  said  scorched  them 
like  coals  of  white  fire,  on  which  one 
poure  more  to  cover  up  the  blaze;  and  be- 
cause they  were  man  and  wife,  and  more 
to  each  otiier  than  all  the  world  besides, 
they  said  each  to  each,  bitterly  dashing 
out  blind  words,  what  neither  would  have 
said  to  friend  or  neighbor  for  very  shame's 
sake;  and  so  it  came  about  that  on  this 
night  they  were  in  high  temper,  than 
which  none  had  been  really  sharjier,  per- 
haps, in  all  their  wedded  lives. 

"There  is  something  always  wrong 
about  this  house.  curs(^  itI"ciMed  the  man 
whom  William  X.  Salt  had  ti-eated. 

"There's  nothing  wrong  in  this  house 
but  him  that's  setting  sail  from  it,"  cried 
the  woman  whom  the  man  had  scolded. 

They  were  flashing  words— up  and  out 
and  over— and,  had  it  fared  differently 
with  them,  at  another  time  a  sob  and  a 
kiss  would  have  met  above  the  aslies  of 
the  sorry  scene,  and  there  would  have 
been  an  end,  and  ])eace  to  it. 

But  the  Abby  E.  Salt  weighed  anchor 
at  eight  o'clock.  It  was  quarter  past  sev- 
en when  Henry  pushed  back  from  the 
half-eaten  supper  and  took  up  his  old  hat 
to  go.  He  had  over  a  mile  to  walk,  and 
a  ferry  to  catch,  and  what  not  to  do;  he 
w^as  already  late.  There  was  no  time  to 
let  the  sweet  waters  of  repentance  come  to 
the  flood.  He  bade  tlie  children  good-by 
sullenly,  kissed  Rafe,  and,  after  an  in- 
stant's hesitation,  pushed  open  the  door. 
He  said  he  must  hunt  up  Job  Ely,  and  so 
saying,  and  saying  no  more  than  this,  he 
went  out  of  the  house.  He  did  not  look 
at  his  wife. 

Her  pretty,  w^eary  face  had  flushed  a 
dangerous  scarlet  during  the  scene  which 
had  j)assed.  Now  it  turned  a  dreadful 
white.  She  stood  quite  still.  She  seem- 
ed to  have  no  inore  moral  power  to  move 
after  the  man  than  an  un^>ught  girl  or  a 
woman  repulsed.  Her  whole  feminine 
nature  was  quivering  pitifully.  When  a 
man  is  rough  with  a  woman  he  forgets 
that  he  hurts  two  creatures — the  human 
and  the  woman — and  that  he  hurts  the 
second  more  than  it  can  hurt  himself  by 
just  so  much  as  the  essence  of  the  femi- 
nine nature  is  a  fact  superimposed  upon 
the  human.  But  as  the  mystery  of  this 
knowledge  is  one  that  princes  and  philos- 
ophers have  not  yet  commanded,  who 
should  expect  i^-  of  the  fisherman  Henry 
Salt  ? 
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The  children  during  this  unhappy  scene 
liad  stood  silent.  To  their  father's  quick- 
ness of  tenn^er  they  were  used;  he  scolded 
one  minute  and  kissed  the  next;  but  the 
usual  had  become  the  unexpected,  and  a 
kind  of  moral  embarrassment  filled  the 
cottage.  The  baby  and  the  other  baby 
began  to  cry;  Emma  Eliza,  whether  from 
some  rudimentary  idea  of  calling  her  fa- 
ther's attention,  or  from  some  daughterly 
delicacy  which  led  her  to  get  herself  out 
of  the  way,  sat  down  at  the  instrument 
and  vigorously  played  ''Pull  for  the 
Shore"  on  the  wrong  key;  Rafe  got  upon 
his  crutch  and  hobbled  to  the  door;  the 
wife  alone  stood  quite  still. 

The  wind  was  rising  fiercely  from  the 
north,  as  has  been  said,  and  bursting  in 
at  the  open  door,  caught  it  and  clutched 
it  to  and  fro,  closing  but  not  latching,  and 
noisily  playing  with  it,  as  if  with  a  shaken 
mood  that  could  not  fix  itself.  For  the 
instant,  the  master  of  the  house  seemed  to 
be  shut  out,  and  seemed  possibly  to  one 
outside  to  have  been  slammed  out  by 
hands  within. 

"  Let  me  by,  Rafe;  let  me  by  this  min- 
ute!" The  wife  made  one  bound,  and 
down  the  wooden  steps,  where  she  stood 
bewildered.  No  one  was  to  be  seen.  It 
was  deadly  dark,  and  the  wind  raved  with 
a  volume  of  sound  which  seemed  to  the 
Fairharbor  woman,  born  and  nourished 
of  the  blast,  to  be  something  intelligent 
and  infernal  x^itted  against  her.  She  flung 
her  shrill  voice  out  into  it :  "  Henry !  Hen- 
ry 1  come  back  and  say  good-by  to  me.  I'm 
sorry.  Henry !  Henry !  Henry  I  I'm  sor- 
ry !  I'm  sorry  f 

But  only  the  awful  throat  of  the  gale 
made  answer.  She  ran  a  little  way, 
straining  her  ears,  her  eyes,  her  voice, 
beating  her  breast  in  a  kind  of  frenzy, 
calling  passionately,  plaintively,  then  pas- 
sionately again ;  and  so,  despairing,  for  she 
made  no  headway  against  the  roar  of  the 
November  nor' wester,  staggered,  turned, 
and  stopped. 

At  this  moment,  scrambling  through 
the  dark,  a  little  figure  hit  her,  hurrying 
by  upon  a  little  crutch. 

"I'm  goin'  to  catch  my  fa — ther,"  said 
Rafe. 

He  pushed  on  beyond  her,  his  bright 
hair  blown  straight  like  a  helmet  or  visor 
of  gold  from  his  forehead,  calling  as  he 
went,  slipping,  daring,  tumbling  on  the 
sharp  rocks,  and  up  again.  Down  there 
in  the  dark  midway  of  the  road  she  saw  a 


little  fellow  stop  to  gather  strength  and 
throw  the  whole  force  of  his  sweet  young 
voice  like  a  challenfre  to  the  gale: 

' '  Fa— ther !  m arm's  sorry !  (Don't  you 
cry,  marm.  I  think  he'll  answer.)  Fa — 
ther  !  fa — ther  !  marm  says  she's  sorry ! 
Marm  is  sorry,  fa— ther!  (Just  keep  still, 
marm.  I'm  sure  he'll  answer.)  Fa— 
ther!  marm  is  sorry!" 

The  crippled  child  hurled  the  whole  of 
his  little  soul  and  body  into  that  last  cry, 
and  then  she  saw  him  turn  and  limp,  more 
slowly,  back.  He  came  up  to  her  gently 
where  she  stood  sobbing  in  the  dark  and 
wind;  and  as  if  he  had  been  the  parent, 
one  might  say,  and  she  the  child,  he 
patted  her  upon  the  hand. 

"  I  told  you  I'd  catch  him,  marm — dear 
marm,"  added  Rafe. 

She  shook  her  head  incredulously,  con- 
vulsive with  her  tears,  turning  drearily  to 
go  back.  She  hardly  noticed  Rafe  in  that 
minute.  The  wife  was  older  than  the  mo- 
ther in  her;  if  stronger,  who  should  say 
her  nay  ? 

"  But  I  caught  my  fa — ther,"  persisted 
Rafe.      "He  says,  says  he — " 

"Rafe,  he  couldn't,  dear." 

"Marm,  he  hollered,  ' So  be  I.'  " 

"Did  your  father  say  that,  honest, 
Rafe?" 

She  lifted  her  head  piteously,  pleading- 
ly, before  the  child. 

"I  think  he  did,"  said  Rafe,  conscien- 
tiously. ' '  I  says, '  Fa — ther,  marm's  sorry' ; 
and  he  says,  '  So  be  I.'  " 

"If  he  says,  'So  be  I,'  God  bless  you, 
Rafe!  mother's  sonny  boy." 

But  with  that  she  begari  to  sob  afresh, 
half  with  hope  and  half  with  miser}".  The 
child,  whose  sympathies  were  made  old 
and  fine  by  suffering,  watched  her  soberly. 

"I  think  he  did,"  said  Rafe,  stoutly. 
' '  I  think  my  fa— ther  hollered,  '  So  be  I. '  " 

He  lifted  the  truthful  face  of  an  angel 
in  a  halo  to  the  poor  Madonna  in  the  glim- 
mer of  the  open  door.  His  yellow  hair 
shone  like  an  aureole  about  his  ardent  lit- 
tle face.  He  would  have  given  his  scrap- 
book  just  then  to  say,  "I  know  he  did." 
But  Rafe  never  lied.  The  other  children 
supposed  it  was  because  he  was  a  cripple. 

It  was  in  just  eleven  days  that  they 
brought  her  the  news.  Abraham  L.  Salt 
asked  Biram  to  tell  her,  and  Biram  sent  a 
woman  neighbor.  The  northwester  had 
blown  grandly,  as  any  one  might  know, 
straight   for   the  Banks,  and  blown  the 
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Abhy  E.  Salt  thither  in  a  smart  voyage  of 
four  days  and  a  lialf.  After  the  steady 
blow  the  weather  tliickened,  and  that 
which  has  liappened  to  Fairliarbor  fisher- 
men, and  will  happen  again,  God  help 
them!  till  the  way  of  the  wind  and  wave 
is  tamed  to  human  anguish,  happened 
then  and  there  to  Hemw  Salt.  The  Zepli- 
aniah  Salt,  a  fine  three-masted  schooner, 
about  returning  from  the  fishing  grounds, 
carried  the  word  to  the  telegraph  at  Boston, 
and  the  telegraph  to  Abraham  L.  Salt,  as 
was  said;  he  to  Biram,  Biram  to  the  wo- 
man neighbor,  the  woman,  praying  God's 
pity,  to  her. 

She  did  not  say  it  as  she  meant  to.  Who 
of  us  does  hard  tilings  as  we  thought  we 
should?  She  walked  straight  into  the  cot- 
tage, and  stood  still  in  the  middle  of  the 
fioor,and  began  to  cry.  The  first  she  knew 
she  had  caught  the  little  crippled  child  and 
put  him  into  his  motl»er\s  arms,  and  said, 

"  Rafe,  tell  your  ])()or  marm  that  your 
father's  drownded— for  I  can't.'' 

"  At  the  Grand  Banks,  on  the  morning 
of  November — ,  Henry  Salt  and  Job  Ely, 
of  Fairharbor,  dory  mates,  set  out  from 
the  schooner  Abby  E.  Salt  to  look  aft- 
er their  trawls,  and  were  lost  in  the  fog. 
Every  eft'ort  was  made  in  vain  to  find  the 
unfortunate  men.  No  hope  is  any  longer 
felt  of  their  safety.  The  bodies  have  not 
been  recovered.  Salt  leaves  a  wife  and 
six  children.  Ely  was  unmarried.  The 
Abby  E.  Salt  belongs  to  the  well-known 
firm  of  Abraham  L.  Salt  and  Co.,  of  Fair- 
harbor." 

Miss  Ritter,  idly  nibbling  at  her  Daily 
Advertiser  before  her  open  cannel  fire  one 
bleak  December  morning,  chanced  upon 
the  paragraph,  which  she  re-read  and  pon- 
dered long.  Ellen  Jane  had  sent  no  word 
out  of  her  misery,  poor  thing!  A  letter 
achieved  is  an  affliction  to  the  unlearned, 
and  she  had  enough  to  bear  without  add- 
ing that. 

"  I'd  rather  do  a  day's  washing  any  time 
than  write  a  letter,"  she  used  to  say.  Be- 
sides, after  all,  what  would  the  "boarder 
lady"  care?  When  it  came  to  the  point 
of  bereavement,  remorse,widowhood,  hun- 
ger, cold,  and  despair,  the  summer  patron 
seemed  as  far  from  the  Fairharbor  winter 
as  her  paper  parasol  or  her  "  valingcens." 
Henry  Salt  had  gone  the  way  of  his  call- 
ing, like  other  men ;  he  had  become  one  of 
the  one  or  two  hundred  Fairharbor  fisher- 


men over,  whose  fate  a  comfortable  dry- 
shod  world  lieaves  a  sigh  once  a  year  when 
the  winter  gales  blow  so  hard  as  to  shake 
the  posts  of  the  firm,  warm  house  a  little, 
or  even  to  putf  the  lace  above  the  sleeping 
baby's  crib  in  the  curtained,  fire-lit  nxmi. 
His  wife,  like  other  women,  was  a  "Fair- 
harbor widow,"  and  like  other  women  must 
bend  her  to  her  fate. 

She  bowed  to  it  in  tho.se  fii-st  weeks  in 
a  stupefaction  that  resembled  moral  cata- 
lepsy. A  reserve  such  as  restrains  the 
hand  that  writes  this  page — a  page  like  a 
bridge  over  a  chasm  down  which  one  can 
not  look,  yet  over  which  one  must  cro.ss 
perforce — solemnly  enwrapjx'd  the  fisher- 
man's widow  in  that  space  between  the 
night  when  the  woman  neighbor  put  the 
crippled  child  into  his  mother's  anns,  and 
the  advance  of  the  holidays,  which  come 
— God  help  us! — straight  into  the  ruined 
as  once  into  the  blessed  homes. 

And  so  to  Fairharbor  as  to  Beacon 
Street,  to  Ellen  Salt  as  to  Helen  Ritter, 
or  you  or  me,  the  sacred  time  which  en- 
hances all  happiness  and  all  anguish 
came  gently  or  cruellj^  but  surely,  on  ; 
and  it  was  the  day  before  Christmas,  and 
going  to  snow. 

In  the  sad  cottage  behind  the  leafless 
rose  thicket  and  under  the  ice-clad  bowl- 
ders they  were  all  at  home  early  that  aft- 
ernoon :  the  mother  from  her  dreary  at- 
temj^t  and  failure  to  find  another  neigh- 
bor to  "wash''  on  Monday  morning; 
Emma  Eliza  from  the  net  factory,  where 
she  wove  seines  and  hammocks  (when 
the  factory  was  running)  at  irregular 
wages,  ranging  from  four  dollars  a  week 
to  none;  Tommy  and  Sue  from  the  dis- 
trict school,  where  one  must  have  "an  ed- 
ucation," even  if  no  father  and  no  din- 
ner. Rafe  took  care  of  the  baby  and  the 
other  baby,  and  was,  so  to  speak,  profes- 
sionally at  home.  Besides,  Rafe  himself 
(indeed,  I  might  say  Rafe  in  particular) 
was  about  to  become  the  support  of  the 
family.  As  luck  would  have  it — or  as 
God  willed  it — a  group  of  marine  artists 
had  discovered  Fairharbor  that  year,  and 
were  wintering,  by  the  mercies  of  Provi- 
dence and  the  landlady,  in  the  closed  ho- 
tel, hard  at  worlc ;  among  them  one,  a 
portrait  and  genre  painter,  guest  of  the 
little  company  for  a  week  or  so,  had  seen 
Rafe  at  a  window  one  day,  and,  presto! 
the  child's  face— a  cherub  strayed  from 
paradise  into  misfortune,  the  fellows  said 
— shall  go  to  the  exhibition. 


HE    PrSHCD    OX    BETOXD    lIEE.    CALLING    AS    HE    WEXT. 
From  a  drawing  by  W.  T.  Smedley. 
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Rafe  was  earning-  what  occurred  to  liim 
as  an  enormous  salary  as  a  model  by  the 
hour  ;  he  failed  to  see  why  Sue  had  no 
rubbers  or  Tommy  no  coat,  or  why  the 
kitchen  fire  burned  so  cold,  or  there  was 
no  meat  for  dinner,  in  view  of  his  mon- 
etary receipts.  He  had  often  told  his 
mother  that  he  would  support  her,  and 
begged  her  not  to  cry.  It  did  not  strike 
him  that  he  had  never  seen  her  cry  since 
his  father  died. 

As  Christmas  Eve  drew  on.  they  were 
all  well  in  the  house.  Emma  Eliza  drew 
the  curtains  fast,  for  the  hard  and  bitter 
air  must  melt  into  snow  from  very  force 
of  resistance  to  its  fate,  now  any  moment, 
and  the  house  was  cold.  Rafe  asked  her 
to  leave  one  of  the  kitchen  curtains  up  a 
little;  he  had  a  fancy  for  looking  out  on 
dark  nights ;  he  used  to  stand  so,  some- 
times crooning  and  singing  to  hin:.self, 
his  bright  hair  pressed  against  the  win- 
dow-pane, and  his  thin  hands  up  against 
his  temples.  Before  his  father  died,  Rafe 
sang  "Pull  for  the  Shore''  a  great  deal, 
standing  by  that  window  looking  out  ; 
sometimes  Emma  Eliza  would  catch  it  up 
upon  the  instrument  and  join.  But  he 
did  not  sing  it  any  more. 

The  outside  door  did  not  latch — the  one 
that  slammed  poor  Henry  out  on  that  last 
night;  it  never  latched  very  well;  there 
was  no  man  to  fix  it  now;  a  carpenter 
could  not  be  afforded  ;  the  w^omen  and 
children  had  tinkered  away  at  the  fast- 
ening, in  their  blundering  fashion,  with 
blinding  tears.  Such  are  the  cruel  small 
ways  in  which  the  poor  are  reminded  of 
their  bereavements  at  every  crevice  of 
their  lives.  Rafe  had  pushed  up  the  wash- 
bench  finally  against  the  door  to  keep  it 
in  its  place. 

Mrs.  Salt  looked  about  the  little  group, 
trying  duteously  to  smile.  She  had  on  a 
(dyed;  black  dress ;  she  looked  sixty  years 
old;  she  was  what  one  might  be  tempted 
to  call  almost  infernally  changed ;  an  in- 
describable expression  had  got  hold  of  her 
face;  she  seemed  like  a  dead  person  up 
and  dressed.  There  was  something  no 
less  than  dreadful  in  the  mechanical  gen- 
tleness and  reserve  which  had  settled 
down  upon  this  emotional,  voluble  crea- 
ture. No  accident  betrayed  her  into  any 
acceleration  of  the  voice  ;  the  Grossest 
baby  never  raised  a  ruffle  in  her  accent ; 
she  had  such  a  monotonous  sweetness  and 
bruised  patience  as  seemed  like  a  paraly- 
sis of  common  human  nature.      Her  chil- 


dren could  not  remember  to  have  had 
even  a  rebuke  from  her  since  that  niglit 
when  the  woman  neighbor  came  in.  They 
had  deserv^ed  it  t^venty  times. 

"Children,''  she  said,  dully  and  gently, 
"I  haven't  any  presents  for  you  this 
Christmas.  It's  the  first  one,  I  guess.  I 
can't  help  it,  you  know,  my  dears.  We 
are  very  poor  to-night.  But  I'll  build 
you  a  big,  hot  fire— it's  all  I  can  do.  We'll 
keep  Christmas  Eve  by  keeping  warm,  if 
we  can.  The  stove  don't  wTjrk,  some- 
how; the  lining  needs  fixing;  it  needs  a 
man.*'  She  hesitated,  looking  pitifully 
about  the  room,  at  each  little  sober  face. 

' '  Won't  that  do  ?  Won't  that  be  better 
than  no  Christmas  at  all  ?  I  thought 
mebbe  it  would.  It's  all  mother's  got  for 
you.  She  couldn't  do  any  better.  She 
wanted  to.  He  always  set  so  much  by 
Christmas.     He — " 

The  broken  door  blew  in  and  slammed 
against  the  wash -bench  loudly.  Rafe 
went  to  shut  it;  but  it  resisted  the  little 
fellow's  strength  —  fell  inward  heavily, 
and  with  it  a  huge  object  thrust  itself,  or 
was  thrust,  along  the  floor  noisily  enough. 

' '  It's  the  expressman  1"  cried  Rafe.  ' '  It's 
Tan  and  Salt's  express  cart,  for  us,  marm !" 

Now  the  Salt  family  had  never  had  a.n 
express  package  in  all  their  lives.  So  in- 
tense was  the  excitement  for  the  moment 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  remem- 
ber that  one's  father  was  drowned.  They 
gathered  like  bees  about  the  box,  which 
the  driver  lifted  in  for  them  comi^assion- 
ately;  even  stopping  to  help  Emma 
Eliza  start  the  cover. 

"Seein'  ye're  only  women -folks — of  a 
Christmas  Eve.  And  never  in  my  life  did 
I  see  a  woman  could  open  a  tvooden  box. 
Guess  ye'd  have  to  set  on  it  all  night  if  I 
didn't — and  no  man  else  to  do  for  ye — '' 

But  Tan  and  Salt's  express  checked  him- 
self, and  departed  hastilv  from  the  loosen- 
ed cover  and  unfinished  sentence,  letting 
in  a  whirl  of  the  now  falling  snow  as  he 
closed  the  rattling  door.  He  wished,  with 
all  his  soul,  he  had  time  to  fix  that  latch. 

Now  in  that  box— what  mystery !  what 
marvel  I  Emma  Eliza  thought  it  was 
like  a  novel.  Rafe  had  read  fairy  tales, 
and  he  considered  it  probable  that  it  was 
the  work  of  what  he  called  "a  genii," 
that  fiannels  and  shoes,  and  a  second- 
hand overcoat,  and  mittens,  and  a  black 
blanket  shawl,  should  land  on  the  floor, 
with  flour  and  coffee  and  crackers,  and 
a  package  of  tea  and  sugar,  and  rubbers 
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for  Sue,  and  a  turkey  for  Christmas  din- 
ner, and  under  all — stockings.  Six  pairs 
of  stocking-s — brown,  red,  blue,  green, 
gray,  and  white,  each  one  filled  to  the 
knee  with  Santa  Claus  knew  what— trifles 
to  the  giver,  ecstasy  to  the  child — all  the 
way  down  from  Emma  Eliza  to  the  baby, 
and  the  other  baby.  Ah,  w^ell,  such  things 
do  happen,  thank  the  blessed  Christmas 
spirit,  in  the  homes  of  the  brave  and  self- 
helping  poor;  they  do  not  perhaps  often 
happen  so  gracefully — we  might  say  so 
artistically. 

"  So  pretty,"  cried  Rafe— "  so  pretty  in 
her."  For  when  the  romance  of  the  ex- 
pressman Avas  followed  by  the  immensity 
of  a  smart  Fairharbor  hack  rolling  under 
the  leafless  willows  to  the  very  door,  and 
Rafe,  pulling  back  the  wash-bench  again, 
let  in,  with  a  shower  of  bright  snow.  Miss 
Helen  Ritter,  standing  tall  and  s])lendid 
in  her  furs  of  silver-seal,  it  seemed  quite 
what  was  to  be  expected;  and  not  one  of 
the  poor  souls  knew,  w^iich  was  the  best 
of  it,  that  the  young  lady  had  never  done 
such  a  thing  before  in  all  her  life.  She 
had  done  it  now  in  her  own  "way" — 
that  whimsical,  obstinate,  lavish  way  that 
sometimes  w^as  so  wrong  and  sometimes 
so  right,  but  this  time  so  sweet  and  true. 
Was  it  her  heart  that  told  her  how  ?  For 
her  head  was  painfully  uneducated  in  so- 
ciology. She  had  not  a  particle  of  train- 
ing as  a  visitor  to  the  poor.  She  had  not 
a  theory  as  to  their  elevation.  She  had 
never  been  interested  in  books  concerning 
their  management.  She  was  simply  ac- 
quainted with  her  w^asli- woman,  and  had 
approached  her  as  she  would  any  other 
acquaintance,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  It  was  a  brave,  self- 
helpful  family;  she  knew  them;  not  a 
drop  of  pauper  blood  rolled  in  the  veins 
of  their  sturdy  bodies.  Ghastly  poverty 
had  got  them;  w^orse  Avas  before  them; 
but  if  any  desolate  w^oman  and  her  babes, 
thrust  into  their  fate,  could  breast  it  and 
not  go  under,  these  were  they. 

As  a  human  being  to  human  beings, 
Helen  Ritter  had  come;  she  knew  no 
more,  nor  thought  beyond;  she  had  felt 
moved  to  treat  them  as  she  w^ould  wish  to 
be  treated  in  their  x^lace,  and  she  did  as 
she  W'as  moved  —  that  was  all.  If  she 
made  no  blunder,  it  was  certainly  owing 
to  the  Tightness  of  her  instinct,  not  to  the 
wisdom  of  her  views. 

But  who  stopped  to  think  of  views  or 
instincts   in   the   astounded  cottage  that 


Christmas  Eve  ?  Not  Miss  Ritter,  stoop- 
ing, flushed  and  brilliant,  drawMi  down 
by  children's  fingers  to  lier  knees  upon 
tlie  kitchen  floor  among  the  Christmas 
litter.  Not  Rafe,  who  ])ut  up  his  pale 
face  and  kissed  her,  saying  not  a  word. 
Not  Emma  Eliza,  Avho  meant  to  ask  her 
to  play  a  Christmas  carol  on  the  instru- 
ment, thinking  that  would  be  polite.  (Tlie 
instrument,  by-the-way,  was  drearih'  seek- 
ing a  purchaser,  poor  thing.)  Not  Sue, 
nor  Tommy,  nor  the  baby,  nor  tlie  other 
baby,  pulling  off  the  veil  which  had 
shielded  the  feathers  of  their  visitor  s  dain- 
ty bonnet  from  the  snow.  Not  Mrs.  Salt, 
who  came  up  to  take  her  fur-lined  cloak 
with  a  soft,  "You'll  be  too  warm,  my 
dear,"  and  so  showing  all  the  stately,  lux- 
urious outlines  of  the  finest  figure  she  had 
ever  "done  up,"  in  that  sweet  and  hum- 
ble attitude,  kneeling  on  the  kitchen  floor. 
Not  Mrs.  Salt,  stealing  away  by  herself, 
silent,  still,  and  changed,  and  strange- 
she  had  scarcely  spoken.  What  ailed 
her  ?  What  would  she  ?  Where  w^as 
she  ?  Helen  Ritter,  unintroduced  to  mor- 
tal sorrow,  hesitated  before  the  bereave- 
ment of  her  wash-woman,  but  summoned 
heart  at  last  and  followed,  slipping  from 
the  children's  arms. 

Ellen  Jane  Salt  was  in  her  chilly  par- 
lor, crouched  alone;  she  had  got  into  a 
corner  bent  over  something,  and  when 
Miss  Ritter  came  up  she  was  half  shock- 
ed to  see  that  it  was  the  black  blanket 
shawl . 

"  I  didn't  know  w^hat  ever  I  was  to  do 
for  mournin'  for  him  !"  The  woman  look- 
ed up,  breaking  out  thus  sharply.  "You've 
no  idea  how  they  talk  about  us  Fairhar- 
bor widows,  we  so  poor,  they  say,  and  tak- 
in'  charity  to  spend  it  on  our  black — and 
reason,  maybe;  but  ask  'em  if  it's  human 
natur  to  break  your  heart  and  mourn  your 
dead  in  colors.  Ask  'em  if  bein'  poor  puts 
out  human  natur.  Miss  Ritter;  I  hadn't 
notliin'  to  mourn  for  Henry  in  but  this 
one  old  dress  I  dyed  before  my  money 
went  to  Biram  for  the  rent,  and  my  cloak 
was  a  tan-color  season  before  last,  and 
trimmed  with  bugle  trimmin',  and  ray 
shawl  was  a  striped  shawl,  with  red  be- 
twixt, you  know.  And  us  without  our 
coal  in,  me  going  mournin'  for  my  hus- 
band half  black,  half  colors,  like  a  widow 
that  was  half  glad  and  half  sorry— enough 
of  'em  be— my  dear,  it  hurt  me.  And  to 
think  you  should  think  of  that,  and  send 
me  of  a  Christmas  Eve—     Oh,  my  dear,  I 
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haven't  cried  before,  but  it's  tlie  under- 
staitdin'  ine  that  breaks  me  up.  Oh, 
don't  notice  me,  don't  mind  me.  I  liaven't 
cried  since  he  was  drowned;  I  haven't 
darst.  Oh,  don't  you  touch  me — oh  yes, 
you  may.  How  soft  your  arms  are !  Oh, 
nobody  has  held  me  since  he—  Oh,  my 
God !  my  God !  my  God  !  I've  got  to  cry." 

"Come  here,"  said  Helen  Ritter,  sob- 
bing too— "come  here  and  let  me  hold 
you,  and  tell  me  all  about  it." 

"How  can  I  tell  you?"  moaned  the 
woman.  "  Oh,  it  is  such  a  dreadful  thing 
to  tell!  Oh,  my  dear,  it  isn't  his  dying; 
it  isn't  that  Henry  is  dead.  If  that  was 
all,  I'd  be  a  blessed  woman — me  a  widow, 
and  them  fatherless,  and  so  poor — I'd  be 
a  blessed  woman ;  an  d  God  be  thanked  to 
mercy  this  living  night  if  it  was  only  that 
my  husband  had  died  I  Oh,  how  should 
you  know  ?  You  never  was  married;  you 
never  had  a  husband;  you  never  quar- 
relled v/ith  the  man  you  loved." 

"Hush!  hush!  hush!"  Involuntarily 
the  lady  thrust  her  hand  upon  the  other 
w^oman's  mouth;  then  drew  it  off  and 
patted  her  silently,  stroking  her  hair  and 
shoulders  with  exquisite  loving  motions, 
as  women  do  to  women  of  their  own  sort 
when  sorrow  is  upon  them. 

' '  We  quarrelled, "  cried  Ellen  Jane  Salt, 
throwing  out  her  arms,  and  letting  them 
drop  heavily  at  her  side — "we  quarrelled. 
Miss  Hitter,  that  very  last  night,  that 
very  last  minute,  him  and  me — us  that 
loved  each  other,  man  and  wife,  for  seven- 
teen years,  and  him  going  to  his  death 
from  out  that  door.  'Oh, 'he  says,  'there's 
al  ways  sonaething  wrong  about  thishouse !' 
and  he  cursed  it;  but  he  didn't  mean  it, 
poor  fellow;  he  never  meant  it;  for  they 
must  have  treated  him  to  the  wharves  to 
make  him  say  a  thing  like  that — you  know 
they  must;  and  I  says,  'There's  nothing 
wrong  in  this  house  but  him  that's  setting 
sail  from  it.'  My  God !  my  God  !  my  God  ! 
I  says  those  words  to  him  at  the  very  last; 
and  he — " 

"Marm,  I  told  him  you  was  sorry." 
Rafe  pulled  her  by  the  dyed  black  sleeve. 
The  little  fellow's  face  worked  pathetical- 
ly. He  did  not  know  before  that  he  could 
not  bear  it  to  see  his  mother  cry.  "I 
think,  I  believe,  I'm  pretty  sure^^^  said 
Rafe,  ' '  that  my  fa — ther  told  me,  '  So  be 
J.'" 

Helen  Ritter  drew  the  child  into  her 
free  arm,  and  so  held  him,  sick  at  heart, 
for  in  that  supreme  moment  the  widowed 


wife  seemed  to  liave  gone  deaf  and  blind; 
she  did  not  notice  even  Rafe. 

"  What's  death,"  cried  Ellen  Jane,  lift- 
ing her  wan  face  to  heaven,  and  sinking 
with  a  sickening,  writhing  motion  to  her 
knees — "what's  death,  if  that  was  all,  to 
man  and  wife  that  love  each  other  ?  I've 
been  cold  since  Henry  died,  and  I've  gone 
hungry — don't  let  on  to  the  children,  for 
they  don't  know — and  I'd  be  cold  and 
hungry;  and  if  I  was  to  starve,  what's 
that  ?  And  if  I  mourned  and  cried  for 
him,  us  partin'  kind,  why,  what  is  that  ? 
It's  the  words  between  us! — oh,  it's  the 
words  between  us!  I  dream  'em  in  my 
dreams,  I  hear  'em  in  the  wind,  I  hear  'em 
at  the  instrument  when  the  children  sing 
— it's  the  words  between  us!  Him  that 
courted  me  and  wedded  me,  the  baby's 
father — and  we  loved  each  other,  and  we 
come  to  words  that  last,  last  minute,  him 
going  to  his  death!  My  God!  my  God! 
my  God ! 

"Miss  Ritter,  dear,  what  am  I  sayin' ? 
Send  the  children  off.  Crying,  Rafe  ? 
Don't,  dear.  There !  mother's  sonny  boy ; 
come  here.  Don't,  Rafe,  don't.  Yes,  I'll 
come  and  see  the  Christmas  stockings. 
Let  me  be  a  minute.  Go,  Miss  Ritter,  with 
'em,  if  you'll  be  so  good.  Kiss  me,  Rafe. 
Mother'll  come  presently,  my  son.  Let 
me  be  a  minute,  won't  you,  by  myself." 

They  went  and  left  her,  as  they  were 
bidden,  every  one.  Somebody  shut  the 
door  of  the  chilly  parlor,  not  quite  to,  and 
so  shielded  her  in  for  a  little,  yet  did  not 
shut  her  off  alone ;  they  could  not  bear  to. 

Helen  Ritter  gathered  the  children  about 
her,  among  the  presents  and  playthings, 
but  it  was  hard.  Christmas  had  gone  out 
of  the  fatherless  house.  It  was  not  easy  for 
sorrow  to  play  at  Christmas  Eve.  Rafe  tried 
to  entertain  the  lady.  He  told  her  he  was 
going  to  support  the  family.  He  told  her 
how  he  sat  as  model  to  the  gentleman  who 
painted  up  at  the  hotel,  and  Miss  Ritter 
asked  about  the  pictures,  and  a  little  about 
the  i^ainter,  but  not  so  much,  and  so  they 
chatted  quietly. 

"Ready,  mother?"  called  Rafe,  at  the 
half -shut  door. 

"Presently,  my  son." 

"Coming,  mother?"  begged  Emma 
Eliza. 

"Tumin',  mummer?"  called  the  other 
baby. 

"  In  a  minute,  yes,  my  dears." 

"Mother,  Miss  Ritter  says  she's  found 
somebody  to  buy  the  instrument.    Mother, 


112 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Miss  Rittcr  saj's  she  wants  an  instrument. 
Slie  says  slie'll  ffive  a  liundred  and  twonty- 
five  dollars  for  it.  She  says  slie  wants 
an  iikstrument  very  much.  Coming,  mo- 
ther r 

"  Yes,  my  cliild." 

Just  as  she  came  out  amon«?  them, quiet 
ag-ain,  and  gentle  with  lier  strange,  dull 
gentleness,  and  stood  so,  a  little  apart  from 
them,  looking  on,  R;ife  got  up  and  went 
to  his  window,  where  the  curtain  hung 
half  drawn  (lialf-mast,  they  called  itj,  and 
looked  out.  It  was  snowing  fiercely.  The 
li;rhts  of  the  near  hotel  showed  through 
the  white  drift.  Emma  Eliza  would  walk 
over  witli  Miss  Ritter  wlien  slie  liad  to  go. 
Miss  Ritter  said  she  liked  a  little  snow. 
How  lieavy  was  tlie  calling  of  tlie  sea! 
It  was  like  the  chords  of  a  majestic, mighty 
(ji'gan  huilt  into  the  walls  of  the  world. 

The  children  chattered  a})out  the  artists, 
and  pointed  out  their  rooms  yonder,specks 
of  light  in  the  dark  liotel.  Miss  Ritter 
paid  little  attention  to  the  artists.  She 
was  Avatching  Mrs.  Salt — and  Rafe. 

What  ailed  Rafd? 

The  child  liad  been  standing  with  his 
face  pressed  against  the  window  where  the 
curtain  hung  at  half-mast;  his  yellow  hair 
falling  forward  looked  like  a  little  crown. 
As  ho  stotid  he  began  to  croon  and  hum 
below  his  breath. 

"  He  hasn't  sung  that  one  before  since 
father — "  whispered  Emma  Eliza,  but 
stopped,  so])bing.  Rafe  was  humming 
"Pull  for  the  Shore." 

]jut  what  ailed  Rafe?  He  drew  away 
from  the  window;  the  boy  had  turned 
quite  pale;  and  yet  it  could  not  be  said 
that  his  transparent,  delicate  face  showed 
fear.  He  went  up  slowly  to  his  mother, 
and  pulled  her  black  dress. 

"Marm,  I  see  my  fa — ther." 

He  pointed  to  the  window, against  which 
the  storm  pelted  fast  and  furious. 

"I've  frightened  you,  Rafe,"  said  the 
mother,  quietly.  She  had  her  great  good 
sense.  No  one  should  allow  her  children 
to  be  afraid  of  their  father  as  if  he  were  a 
vulgar  ghost.  She  patted  Rafe,kissed  him, 
and  said,  "Rafe  mustn't  say  such  things." 

"Marm,"  i)ersisted  the  boy,  "  I  saw  my 
fa- ther." 

"It's  the  snow,  Rafe,  you  see;  it's  so 
white — like  him.  Rafe  must  not  talk  like 
silly  people.  Dead  folks  can't  be  seen 
by 'little  boys.  There!  There's  that  old 
latch  again,  Rafe.  How  it  acts !  Go  and 
fix  it,  dear." 


Like  a  child  Rafe  obeyed,  but  like  a 
spirit  he  pondered,  for  Rafe  had  his  dual 
life  like  the  rest  of  us.  Was  it  vulgar  to 
see  ghosts?  Clearly  it  was  necessary  to 
push  the  wash -bench  against  the  door; 
and  though  he  looked  like  a  s})irit,  he 
pushed  like  a  boy.  With  his  knee  upon 
the  bench,  with  his  hand  upon  the  latch — 
But  this  was  the  moment  when  the  child's 
shrill  cry  sounded  and  resounded  through 
the  house: 

"Oh,  marm,  I've  got  my  fa— ther!" 
And,  corpse  f)r  ghost  or  man,  Henry 
Salt  pushed  in  the  door,  hui'led  over  the 
wash -bench,  brushed  aside  Miss  Ritter, 
strode  over  the  children,  and  hearing,  see- 
ing, knowing  nothing  else,  if  alive  or  dead, 
whether  in  earth  or  heaven,  he  took  his 
wife,  in  her  Ijlack  dress,  into  his  arms. 

For  the  most  part,  as  we  all  know,  such 
things  are  dreamed  of.  In  Fairharbor 
they  happen.  The  material  of  novelists 
and  poets  and  ])laywrights,  elsewhere 
woven  of  air  or  webbed  of  fancy  to  ap- 
pea.se  the  burning  human  desire  for  "a 
good  ending"  to  a  smart  fiction,  becomes 
in  Fairharbor,  now  and  then,  by  God's  in- 
genious will, the  startling  fact. 

The  sea  had  given  up  her  dead.  One 
month  reckoned  of  the  solemn  number, 
Henry  Salt,  like  fishermen  before  him  and 
fishermen,  please  God,  to  come  after  him, 
tossed  by  the  vagaries  of  the  sea  and  her 
toilers,  had  breasted  his  way  to  life  and 
love. 

He  was  a  man  of  sparse  words,  except 
when  in  liquor  or  in  temper,  and  he  took 
but  few,  slowly  spoken,  and  with  the  feint 
of  carelessness  or  stolidity  used  by  men 
of  his  kind  to  mask  the  rare  and  so  con- 
fusing emotions  of  a  lifetime,  to  tell  his 
short,  true  tale: 

"We  was  lost  in  the  fog  and  drove  by 
the  weather,  and  we  was  picked  up  six 
days  to  sea  by  a  trader  bound  to  Liver- 
pool. That's  all.  Her  name  was  the 
Rose  of  the  West— derned  silly  name  for 
a  merchantman.  She  took  me  an'  kep'  me 
— for  my  dory  mate  was  frozen,  and  him 
she  heaved  overboard— till  she  hailed  the 
Van  Deiisencock,  of  New  York  city,  home- 
ward bound.  And  that's  about  all.  The 
Van  Densencock  she  took  me,  and  she  got 
in  at  midnight,  so  I  took  the  train  to  Bos- 
ton, for  I'd  lost  the  boat— she'd  'a  ben  cheap- 
er. Have  you  got  a  piece  of  squash  pie  in 
the  house  ?  I'm  hungry.  I'm  glad  to  get 
home." 
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The  fisherman  paused  witli  a  final  air, 
and  if  h^t't  to  liinisolf  it  is  doubtful  if  lie 
would  have  added  another  word  to  his 
story  from  that  day  to  this.  Men  of  the 
sea  are  not  so  fond  as  traditionally  be- 
lieved of  detailing'  their  thrilling  escapes. 
They  sull'er  too  much,  and  it  is  comforta- 
ble to  forg-ct. 

"Well— yes,"  reluctantly,  "I  said  my 
dory  mate  was  froze.  I  didn't  say  who  lie 
was.  I've  no  objections,  as  I  know  of; 
onl}^  I  hate  to  think  of  him.  Job  Ely  was 
my  dory  mate.  Yes.  We  was  together 
to  see  to  our  trawls,  and  we  drifted  oil*  in 
the  fog' — ^--ou  could  'a  cut  it  with  a  dull 
bread-knife! — and  we  couldn't  iind  our 
way  back  to  the  Abby  E.  Salt;  and  that's 
all.  I  hate  to  think  on't,  because  he  died 
first. 

"There  was  a  bite  of  ship-bread  and  wa- 
ter we  liad  aboard  the  dory  ag'in  accident 
— I  like  to  have  something' — so  they  kep' 
me.  But  it  was  almighty  cold.  Don't 
you  remember  the  spell  o'  weather  come 
along'  about  Thanksgiving-  ?  Well,  Job 
Ely  froze.  He  froze  to  death.  So  I  had 
to  do  tlie  rowin\  But  I  kep'  him,  for  I 
reckoned  his  mother'd  like  to  liev  the 
body.  I  thought  I'd  make  shore  along 
some  o'  them  desarted  beaches.  So  I  kep' 
him,  but  I  covered  his  face,  and  I  couldn't 
make  shore,  and  it  was  God  A'mighty 
cold.  I  rowed  for  six  days  —  nigh  to 
seven.  I  like  to  died — Nelly  Jane,  don't 
take  on  so !  Don't,  my  girl !  Set  in  my 
lap  awhile — never  mind  the  children. 
Why,  how  you  do  shake  and  tremble! 
Why,  look  a-here !  I  didn't  do  it.  I'm  a 
livin'  man.  I've  got  you  in  these  here 
arms.  Bless  the  girl  !  Emma  Eliza,  what 
ails  your  marm  ?  Has  she  took  on  this 
way  all  this  while — for  me  f  How  peaked 
she  looks,  and  pale  and  sailer — kind  o' 
starved!  There,  Nelly  Jane!  Give  me  a 
mite  o'  suthiii'  for  her,  can't  you  ?  She 
dooz  look  starved.  Don't  ivant  nothhi' 
but  a  kiss  f  Here's  twenty  of  'em  !  Who 
ever  heard  of  a  woman  bein'  starved  for 
kisses  ?  Why,  what  a  girl  you  be !  Why, 
this  is  like  courtin' — old  married  folk  like 
us.  Why,  sho!  I  don't  know  but  it's 
loittJi  a  man's  dyin'  and  comin'  to  life  to 
court  his  own  widder — this  way. 

"  Well,  yes,  I  did  get  pretty  cold.  Fact 
is,  I  froze  my  hands  —  froze  'em  stiff. 
Fort'nate  they  friz  to  the  oars,  so  I  kep' 
a-rowin'.  Time  agin  I  give  out,  and  like 
to  lay  down  alongside  poor  Job  and  give 
it  up;  but  then  they  was  friz  to  the  oai*s. 


so  I  had  to  keep  a-rowin'.  Cur'ous  thing, 
now.  One  night,  that  last  night  before  1 
sighted  the  Ease  of  the  West,  I  was  nigh 
about  gone.  You  can't  think  how  sick 
I  was  o'  the  sight  o'  Job— he  looked  so. 
But  I  couldn't  bear  to  lieave  him  over. 
Well,  that  night— I  tell  you  the  Sunday 
mornin'  truth —I  heerd  Rafe  singin'  and 
Emma  Eliza  playin'  to  him  on  the  instru- 
ment, and  I  heerd  Rafe  sing 

'Pull  for  the  shore,  fa — ther.' 

I  heerd  him  plain  as  judgment,  with  the 
girl  j'inin'  in  the  chorus.  But  I  heerd 
Rafe  quite  plain  and  loud, 

'  I^idl  for  the  shore,  Fa — ther,  pidl  for  the  shore  !' 

Cur'ous,  wa'n't  it  ?  Hoivd  that  hymn- 
tune  knoiv  her  chart,  navigatin'  all  them 
waters  after  me  ?  Say  ?  I  heerd  her. 
She  needn't  tell  me.  I  heerd  my  little 
son  singin'  to  his  father — me's  good  as  a 
dead  man — and  by  the  livin'  God  1  up  an' 
pulled! 

' '  What  did  you  say,  Rafe  ?  I  don'  know. 
My  hands  was  froze.  Can't  say  what  I 
can  do  for  a  livin'  with  'em  till  I've  tried. 
Have  to  stay  ashore,  maybe.  I  hain't  got 
so  far  as  that.  I  don't  mind  my  hands, 
so's  I've  got  my  folks. 

"What  did^I  holler  back  the  night  I 
went  away  ?  I  don'  know's  I  know.  You 
mean  the  night  me  and  your  marm  had 
words  ?  I  hadn't  oughter  had  'em.  I 
thought  on't  a  sight.  I  hoped  she'd  for- 
get 'em.  I  kinder  thought  she  would. 
'  So  be  I  f  I  don't  remember  sayin'  '  So 
be  I.''  I  misremember,  Rafe.  Guess  it 
nuist  'a  ben — yes,  yes — sure  enough.  Sho ! 
Yes,  yes.  I  was  a-callin'  to  poor  Job — 
him  ahead  of  me,  for  I  was  late — I  says, 
'  Job  Ely !     Job  Ely  P  says  I. 

"I  never  says  I  knew  you  say  so,  fa — 
ther.  I  says,  I  think,  I  believe  he  said,  '  So 
be  I.'  I  iL'anted  to  say  I  knew  you  says 
so,  fa — ther." 

"I'd  oughter,  Rafe.  But  I'm  afraid  I 
didn't." 

' '  Fa — th  e r,  did  you  hear  m e  say — ' '  But 
Rafe  stopped.  He  could  not  ask  his  fa- 
ther, ' '  Did  you  hear  me  say,  '  Marm  says 
she's  sorry'  ?"  The  fine  instinct  of  the 
fisherman's  child  was  equal  to  that  emer- 
gency. Rafe  did  not  ask  the  question,  and 
never  will. 

' '  Fa— ther, "  once  again.  Rafe  came  up 
and  leaned  against  the  big  wooden  rock- 
ing-chair wherein  the  two  sat  "courting" 
— the  massive,  puzzled,  tender   man,  the 
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little  woman,  laughing  and  crying  in  her 
widow's  dress.  "Fa — ther.  what  did  you 
think  al^out  when  you  tliouglit  you'd  be 
froze  and  drownded — all  that  time  ?"' 

*■  My  son."  said  Henry  Salt,  after  a  long 
silence,  which  nobody,  not  even  the  baby, 
or  the  other  baby,  seemed  to  cai*e  or  dare 
to  bi-eak — '*  my  son,  /  thought  about  your 
j?oor  mother.  I  see  that  latch  wants  a 
screw."  added  the  fisherman,  in  his  leisui»e- 
ly,  matter-of-fact  voice.  "I  guess  111  fix 
it  after  you've  warmed  the  pie  up.  Ellen 
Jane.'' 

But  Emma  Eliza. whether  from  .such  ex- 
cess of  earthly  blessedness  as  to  lead  her 
to  fear  that  one's  heavenly  prosj^ects  might 
be  slighted,  or  whether  from  some  vague 
sense  of  saying  her  prayei-s.  or  whether 
solely  out  of  respect  for  the  instrument, 
will  never  be  known. danced  madly  to  that 
melodious  member  of  the  family. and  wail- 
ed out  the  general  ecstasy  in  the  lugubri- 
ous strains  of  "The  sweet  By-and-by.'' 

'•  But  I  never  thought  of  its  being  you." 
Helen  Ritter,  confronted  in  the  entry  of 
the  big  empty  summer  hotel  by  that  time- 
ly artist  whose  need  of  models  had  made 
Rafe  the  proud  support  of  a  fatherless 
family,  dashed  out  these  words  too  im- 
petuously to  be  recalled.  ''You.'  and 
here  again !"'  She  was  dazzling  with  snow 
and  color.  She  would  have  drawn  her- 
self to  her  full  height  splendidly,  but  his 
was  higher.  In  that  gloomy  place,  by  the 
light  of  the  lonely  and  smoky  kerosene 
lamp  swinging  from  the  cold  ceiling,  it 
seemed  indeed  as  if  he  outvied  her  in 
splendor.  As  she  looked  up,  it  was  as  if 
his  mere  physical  pi'esence  would  break 
her  heart  and  grind  it  to  powder — it  was 
so  long  since  she  had  seen  him. 

Their  eyes  clashed,  retreated,  advanced, 
united,  and  held  gloriously.  They  defied 
each  other,  they  adored  each  other,  taunt- 
ed and  blessed,  challenged  and  yielded, 
blamed  and  forgave,  wounded  and  wor- 
shiiDped,  as  only  a  few  men  and  women 
mav  in  all  the  world,  and  love  the  better 


for  it.  The  story  of  years  was  told  with- 
out a  word :  the  secret  of  anguish  was  said 
in  silence;  the  torrent  of  joy  poured  past 
dumb  lips,  and  thei-e  by  the  winter  sea.  on 
a  Christmas  Eve.  in  the  dismal  hotel  en- 
try, by  the  light  of  the  smoky  kerosene, 
two  souls  without  speech  or  language  met, 
perhaps  for  the  fii*st  time  in  all  their  lives. 

'*I  saw  you  through  the  window  over 
there,"  he  stammered,  rapturously.  "Oh, 
I  saw  you  holding  the  woman  in  your 
arms,  and  the  child  came  up  and  kissed 
you.  AVhy,  I  heard  you  sob.  I  was  mean 
enough  to  listen.  And  I  said.  '  Why,  she's 
a  tender  icoman.  She  never  could  have 
meant —  She  would  forgive.'  We  mis- 
undei*stood  each  other  somehow,  Helen. 
For  Love's  sake  give  me  the  right  to  find 
out  how." 

"Oh."  said  Helen  Ritter.  lifting  her 
arms  with  a  gentle  and  beautiful  motion 
that  might  well  have  set  a  calmer  man  be- 
side himself,  "she  told  me  I  had  never 
quarrelled  with  the— man  I — loved.'' 

When  they  moved  to  shut  the  hotel  door 
— for  the  snow  was  drifting  in — and  so  stood 
for  a  moment  l^etween  the  storm  without 
and  the  shelter  within.  Rafe  and  Emma 
Eliza  at  the  instrument  were  singing 
shrilly, 

"  Give  tljc  Avind  time 
To  blow  the  man  home  !" 

It  seemed  that  Henry  Salt  had  picked 
up  another  verse  to  this  Ion g-su tiering 
song  upon  the  voyage,  for.  past  the  bowl- 
ders, over  the  thickets,  under  the  Avillows, 
through  the  snow,  borne,  not  drowned,  by 
the  ptean  of  the  organ  of  the  sea.  thus 
roundly  on  the  gale  his  bass  trolled  forth : 
''  Give  your  life  time 
To  blow  the  heart  home !" 

"  I  want  to  sing  it  too,*'  said  Helen  Rit- 
ter. He  to  whom  her  lightest  wish  was 
dearest  law  drew  her  furs  about  her,  and 
led  her  out  into  the  storm;  where,  stand- 
ing hand  in  hand,  unseen,  unheard,  they 
joined  their  voices  to  the  fisher-people's, 
and  sans:  the  wise,  sweet  words. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

GAEDA  THORNE  went  to  Charleston. 
Margaret  gave  her  consent  only  after 
hesitation.  But  Dr.  Kirb}^  was  from  the 
first  lirnily  in  favor  of  the  plan.  He  liini- 
self  would  take  his  ward  to  the  South 
Carolina  city  —  for  Garda  the  Doctor 
would  draw  upon  his  thin  purse,  whether 
he  were  able  to  afford  it  or  not ;  slie  should 
stay  with  his  accomplished  cousin  Sally 
Lowndes.  Thus  she  would  have  the  best 
opportunity  to  see  the  cultivated  and  his- 
toric society  of  that  dear  little  town. 

This  last  sentence  was  partly  the  Doc- 
tor's and  partly  Winthrop's;  the  Doctor 
had  spoken  thus  reverentially  of  Charles- 
ton society,  and  Winthrop  thus  admiring- 
ly of  Charleston  itself,  which  had  seemed 
to  him,  the  first  time  he  beheld  it,  the 
prettiest  place  on  the  Ailantic  coast,  a 
place  of  marked  characteristics  of  its  own, 
man}"  of  them  highly  picturesque;  his  use 
of  the  word  ''little''  had  been  affectionate, 
not  descriptive.  He  had  found  a  charm 
in  the  old  houses,  gable  end  to  the  street; 
in  the  jealous  walls  and  great  gardens  full 
of  roses  behind  them;  in  St.  Michael's 
spire;  in  the  dusky  library,  full  of  grand- 
mannered  old  English  authors  in  expen- 
sive old  bindings;  in  the  little  Huguenot 
church;  in  the  old  manor-houses  on  the 
two  rivers  that  come  down,  one  on  each 
side,  to  form  the  beautiful  harbor ;  in  the 
rice  fields ;  in  the  great  lilies.  The  Battery 
at  sunset,  with  Fort  Moultrie  on  one  hand, 
the  silver  beaches  round  Wagner  and  the 
green  marsh  where  the  great  guns  had 
been  on  the  other,  and  Sumter  on  its  islet 
in  mid-stream — this  was  an  unsurpassed 
lounging-place ;  there  was  nothing-  fairer. 

The  Doctor  had  been  much  roused  by 
the  breaking  of  Garda's  engagement. 
Garda  had  told  him  that  Evert  had  not 
been  to  blame.  But  the  Doctor  was  sure 
that  he  had  been.  He  himself  seemed  also 
not  to  have  been  in  fault.  But  he  was 
none  the  less  positive  that,  in  some  occult 
manner,  he  had  been  negligent — ci-iminal- 
]y  so.  Mrs.  Carew,  the  Moores,  Madam 
Ruiz  and  the  seiior,  Madam  Giron — they 
had  all  been  asleep,  and  had  let  this  worst 
of  modern  innovations  creep  upon  them 
unawares.  For  surely  the  foundations  of 
society  were  shaken  when  the  engagement 
of  a  young  lady  of  Garda's  position  could 
be  "broken."      "And  broken.  Ma,"  as  he 


repeated  solemnly  to  his  little  mother  more 
than  once,  ^^  tvithout  cause.'' 

"Well,  my  son,  would  you  ratlier  have 
had  it  broken  with  cause?"  asked  Ma  at  last. 

The  Doctor  had  had  an  interview  with 
Winthrop.  And  he  had  been  obliged  to 
confess  (still  to  Ma)  that  the  Nortlierner 
had  borne  himself  with  courtesy  and  dig- 
nity, had  given  him  nothing  to  take  hold 
of;  he  had  simply  said,  in  a  few  words, 
that  Garda  had  wished  to  be  released,  and 
that  of  course  he  had  released  her. 

The  Doctor  himself  had  fervently  de- 
sired that  she  should  be  freed.  But  this 
made  no  difference  in  his  astonishment 
that  the  thing  could  really  be  done,  had 
alreadj'  been  brought  about.  Garda  had 
wished  it;  he  himself  had  wished  it;  and 
Winthrop  had  obeyed  their  wish.  Never- 
theless, Reginald  Kirby  was  a  prey  to  a 
constant  hidden  rage.  He  was  sure  that 
somebody  ought  to  be  severely  handled. 
And  he  earnestly  hoped  to  have  the  plea- 
sure of  carrying  that  duty  into  sharp  effect 
for  the  benefit  of  somebody,  some  day.  In 
the  mean  while  it  seemed  a  wise  course  to 
take  Garda  to  other  scenes ;  the}"  had  kept 
her  too  much  to  themselves. 

De  Torrez  came  home  before  Garda's 
departure.  He  bade  her  good-by  with  his 
usual  gravity.  Then,  three  hours  later, 
without  mentioning  his  intention  to  any 
one,  he  started  for  Charleston  himself, 
keeping  punctiliously  just  that  amount  of 
time  behind  her  all  the  way.  This  was 
one  of  his  "methods."  On  the  present 
occasion  the  "  method"  caused  him  some 
discomfort,  since,  owing  to  the  small  num- 
ber of  boats  and  trains  in  that  leisurely 
country,  the  originator  of  it  found  himself 
obliged  to  travel  with  the  freight  most  of 
the  way. 

A  week  later  a  letter  came  to  Evert 
Winthrop. 

It  was  a  letter  which  gave  him  a  sharp 
surprise. 

It  bore  the  postmark  of  the  little  post- 
office  out  in  the  St.  John's  where  he  had 
sat  in  the  rain,  and  was  as  follows : 

"Dear  old  Lad, — I  am  here — on  the 
river.  Could  you  come  over  for  a  day  ?  I 
am  very  anxious  to  see  you. 

'  •  Lansing  Harold.  " 

At  the  last  intelligence,  Lause  had  been 
in  Rome. 
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There  was  a  scrawled  postscript: 

'  *  Say  notliiiig  to  any  one.  I  write  only 
to  you." 

Wintlirop's  relations  with  Marjraret 
since  they  had  parted,  on  the  day  of  his  re- 
turn, at  the  drawings-room  door,  had  been 
of  the  scantiest;  appearances  had  been 
kept  up,  but,  save  where  appearances  had 
had  to  be  consulted,  they  had  scarcely  ex- 
chang-ed  a  word.  She  avoided  him.  He 
said  to  himself  that  she  had  turned  into 
ice.  But  this  was  not  a  truthful  compari- 
son, for  ice  does  not  look  troubled,  and 
Marjraret  looked  both  troubled  and  ex- 
hausted. 'When  he  was  pi*esent  she  was 
impassive;  but  the  blue  shadows  beneath 
the  dark  under-lashes  of  her  eyes,  the 
drawn  expression  round  her  mouth,  yes, 
and  her  very  impassiveness,  showed;  but 
what  did  they  show  ?  He  could  think  of 
no  solution  that  satisfied  him  any  more 
than  he  could  think  of  a  solution  for  the 
mystery  of  her  apparent  desii*e  that  he 
should  continue  to  believe  of  lier  that 
which  was  much  against  her,  and  which 
was  not  true. 

And  now,  to  make  things  moi*e  compli- 
cated, Lanse  had  dropped  down  upon  them 
from  Rome. 

Winthrop  made  a  pretext  of  another 
hunting  expedition,  drove  over  to  the 
river,  and  embarked  again  upon  the  slow 
old  Hernando,  which  brought  him  in  due 
coui-se  to  the  long  pier.  Here,  sitting  in 
the  United  States  chair,  was  Harold. 

It  was  a  long  time  since  Winthrop  had 
seen  Lanse.  He  thought  him  much  alter- 
ed. His  figure  had  grown  larger;  though 
he  was  still  but  forty-one,  none  of  the  out- 
lines of  youth  were  left ;  there  was  only, 
at  least  as  he  sat  there,  an  impression  of 
bulk.  His  thick  dark  hair  was  mixed  with 
gray,  as  also  his  short  beard;  and  the 
beard  could  not  conceal  the  increased 
breadth  of  the  lower  part  of  the  face,  the 
slight  lap-over  of  the  cheeks  above  the 
collar.  His  dark  eyes,  with  the  yellow 
lights  in  them,  were  dull;  his  well-cut 
mouth  was  a  little  open,  giving  him  a 
blank  expression,  as  though  he  were  half 
asleep. 

But  when  this  expression  changed,  as 
it  did  when  the  silent  postmaster  suggest- 
ed by  a  wave  of  his  hand  that  his  guest 
should  move  the  government  chair  a  lit- 
tle, in  order  not  to  be  in  the  way  of  the 
passengers  who  might  land,  the  alteration 
was  so  complete,  though  not  a  feature 
stirred,  that  "VVinthrop    laughed.      Lanse 


serenely,  stai-ed  at  the  'coon-skin-hatted 
man  as  thoufrh  he  did  not  exist;  his  gaze 
restored  perfectly,  for  liimsclf  at  least,  the 
space  of  light  and  air  which  that  public 
servant  was  mistakenly  filling. 

All  this  AVinthrop  witnessed  from  the 
deck  as  the  Hcj'ucnido  was  slowly  swing- 
ing her  broad  careening  side  toward  the 
pier.  Lanse  had  not  recognized  liis  figure 
among  the  motley  crowd  of  voyagers  col- 
lected at  the  railing.  It  was  not  until 
the  ropes  had  been  made  fast  by  the  post- 
master (who  was  also  wharf-master,  show- 
ing much  activity  in  that  avocation)  and 
the  plank  put  out  that  the  lessening  crowd 
brought  Winthrops  figure  more  into  re- 
lief. He  waved  his  hand  again  to  Lanse. 
And  then  Lanse.  springing  up,  respond- 
ed. And  all  the  old  look  came  back.  The 
dullness  vanished,  the  lieaviness  became 
subordinate  to  the  brightening  eyes  and 
the  smile.  He  waved  his  hand  in  return. 
And  Evert  going  down,  they  met  with 
gladness.  Lance  seemed  delighted  to  see 
him,  and  AVinthrop  had  never  forgotten 
his  old  atfection  for  the  big,  good-natured, 
handsome  cousin  of  his  boyhood  days. 

The  pier  was  soon  left  to  them ;  every 
one  else  departed ;  and  the  two  men,  stroll- 
ing up  and  down,  talked  together. 

At  length  Lanse  said:  "Well,  Lm  glad 
Margaret's  as  you  describe"  (but  AVinthrop 
had  not  described  her),  "for  I  might  as 
well  tell  you  at  once  what  I'm  down  here 
for — I  want  her  to  come  back." 

'*  Come  back  ?" 

''Yes;  I  have  Iier  promise  to  come; 
but  women  are  so  insufferably  change- 
able." 

'*She  isn't." 

"Isn't  she?  So  much  the  better  for 
me,  then ;  for  she  knew  the  worst  of  me 
when  she  made  that  promise;  and  if  by  a 
miracle  she  has  remained  in  the  same 
frame  of  mind,  my  road  will  be  eas}'.'' 

''I  don't  mean  to  push  myself  into  your 
confidence,  Lanse,"  said  Winthrop,  after 
a  moment's  silence,  "but  I  think  I  will 
say  here  that  I  have  always  as  strongly 
as  possible  disapproved  of  her  course  in 
leaving  you."  He  made  himself  say  this. 
It  was  true,  and  say  it  he  would. 

Lanse  laughed,  and  turned  down  the 
brim  of  his  soft  hat  to  keep  the  sun  from 
his  eyes.  "  I'm  not  going  to  lie  about  it," 
he  answered.  "  I  would  have  told  you  at 
any  time  if  you  had  asked  me.  She  couldn't 
help  leaving  me." 

AVinthrop  looked  at  him. 
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"  It's  a  funny  world,"  Lanse  continued. 
"  If  she  hadn't  been  such  a  good  woman, 
very  likely  she  would  have  staid  on  in 
spite  of — in  spite  of  everything.  And 
then  people  would  have  called  her  a  de- 
voted wife,  and  praised  her,  and  all  that 
sort  of  stuff,  as  I  dare  say  now — at  least 
according  to  you — they  abuse  her.  Come 
along  up  aijd  get  something  to  eat;  then 
we'll  go  off  in  the  canoe,  and  I'll  tell  you 
the  whole  story:  youVe  got  to  hear  it  if 
you're  to  help." 

An  hour  later  the  two  men  were  float- 
ing away  from  the  long  pier  in  a  small 
boat  built  upon  the  perfect  model  of  the 
Indian's  birch-bark  canoe.  Lanse,  an  ex- 
pert in  this  as  in  almost  all  kinds  of  out- 
door exercise,  wielded  the  .  paddle  with 
ease,  while  Wiuthrop  faced  him.  reclining 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat;  it  could  only 
hold  two.  Lightly  it  sped  out  toward 
deep  water;  the  slightest  motion  sent  it 
forward ;  and  its  sides  were  of  such  slender 
thickness  that  the  two  men  could  feel  the 
breathing  of  the  great  soft  stream,  which 
had  here  a  breadth  of  three  miles,  though 
in  sight,  both  above  and  below,  it  widen- 
ed into  six.  These  broad  water  stretches 
were  never  rough ;  neither  were  they  still, 
like  a  lagoon.  From  shore  to  shore  the 
slow,  full  current  swept  majesticallj^  on. 
and  even  to  look  across  the  wide,  tranquil 
reaches,  with  the  tropical  forests  standing 
thickly  on  their  low  strands,  was  a  vision 
of  peace  for  the  most  troubled  human 
sonl. 

The  clear  bi^own  of  the  tide  had  to-day 
a  line  of  froth,  like  amber  soap-suds,  edg- 
ing the  western  strand;  this  said  that  the 
wind  came  from  the  sea.  On  other  days, 
when  it  came  from  the  Gulf,  the  creamy 
foam  changed  its  place,  surging  softly 
against  the  eastern  shore.  Kildee  plover 
flew  chattering  before  the  canoe  while 
they  were  still  near  land.  Far  above  in 
the  blue  a  bald-headed  eagle  sailed  along. 
Lanse  chose  to  go  out  to  the  centre  of  the 
stream — Lanse  never  skirted  the  edge  of 
anything;  reaching  it,  he  turned  south- 
ward, and  they  voyaged  onward  for  near- 
ly an  hour. 

He  did  not  appear  disposed  to  begin  his 
narrative  immediately,  and  Winthrop 
asked  no  questions.  Every  now  and  then 
each  indulged  in  a  retrosi)ective  remark ; 
but  these  remarks  concerned  themselves 
only  with  the  days  of  their  boyhood ;  they 
called  up  the  old  jokes,  and  called  each 
other  by  the  old  names.  Winthrop,  after 
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a  while,  branching  off,  suggested  that  this 
warm  brown  tide,  winding  softly  through 
the  beautiful  low  green  countrj^,  was  some- 
thing to  remember — on  a  January  day, 
say,  in  a  manufacturing  town  at  the  North, 
when  a  raw  wind  was  sweeping  the  streets, 
when  the  horse-cars  were  bumping  along 
between  miniature  hills  of  muddy  ice, 
when  all  complexions  were  harassed,  and 
the  constantly  dropping  flakes  of  soot 
from  myriad  chimneys  failed  to  convey 
any  suggestion  of  warmth,  but  rather 
brought  up  (to  the  initiated)  a  picture  of 
chill  half -heated  bedrooms,  where  these 
same  harassed  complexions  must  undergo 
more  torture  from  soa^)  and  water  in  the 
effort  to  remove  the  close-clinging  marks 
of  the  "black  snow."' 

''Oh,  confound  your  manufacturing 
town  I"  Lanse  answered. 

"  I  can't;  I'm  a  manufacturer  myself," 
was  Winthrop's  response. 

At  length  Lanse  turned  the  canoe  to- 
ward the  western  shore.  A  creek  emp- 
tied into  the  river  at  this  point — a  creek 
which  had  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames 
at  Westminster — and  Lanse  entered  the 
creek.  The  great  ragged  nests  of  the  fish- 
hawks  crowned  many  of  the  trees  here, 
making  them  resemble  a  group  of  light- 
houses at  the  creek's  mouth.  On  the 
broad  beds  of  the  lily-pads  as  they  floated 
by  they  saw  every  now  and  then,  at  some 
distance  from  them  on  the  warm  green,  a 
rattlesnake,  asleep  or  meditating.  They 
met  an  old  negro  on  a  raft,  who  held  up 
one  which  he  seemed  to  think  they  would 
admire.  "  Fibe  foot  en  eight  inch,  boss, 
en  ferteen  rattles. " 

' '  That's  African  Joe, "  said  Lanse.  ' '  I've 
already  made  his  acquaintance;  he  was 
born  in  Africa. — You  old  murderer,  what 
do  you  want  for  showing  us  that  poor 
reptile  you  have  put  an  end  to  ?*' 

Old  Joe,  a  marvel  of  negro  old  age, 
grinned  as  Lanse  tossed  him  a  quarter. 
"  There  ought  to  be  a  society  here  for  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals,"  Lanse 
said  as  he  did  it. 

"For  the  snake  or  the  darky  ?''  mquired 
Winthrop. 

They  passed  a  dark  lump  or  two,  like 
the  end  of  a  floating  log.  And  these  were 
alligators,  submerged  all  but  that  inch  of 
head. 

Then  they  came  to  the  region  of  the 
Spanish  moss,  where  every  tree  held  mass- 
es of  the  long  silvery  mist-like  webs  pend- 
ent from  its  green  branches  to  the  ground. 
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When  the  trees  were  large— iiiul  most  of 
them  were  very  large — the  effect  was  like 
enchantment,  as  though  a  whole  forest 
had  heen  robed  in  pearl-gray  lace.  Great 
white  lieronsllew  slowly  across  the  stream 
before  them, and  nowand  then  they  cauglit 
a  glimpse  of  something  like  a  little  frag- 
ment of  rosy  cloud  far  within  the  silvery 
aisles;  this  \vas  the  pink  curlew. 

''That's  the  place  I'm  looking  for,  I 
think,"  said  Lanse;  ''I  was  up  here  yen- 
terday  for  a  few  moments." 

And  with  two  or  three  strong  strokes 
of  the  paddle  he  sent  the  canoe  round  a 
cape  of  lily -pads,  into  the  mouth  of  a 
smaller  stream,  wliich  here  came,  almost 
unobserved,  into  the  larger  one.  It  was 
a  stream  narrow  but  deep,  which  took 
them  into  the  silver  forest.  Here  they 
floated  over  reflections  so  perfect  of  the 
trees  and  moss  on  shore  tliat  it  was  hard 
to  tell  where  reality  ended  and  the  ])icture 
began. 

But  the  picture,  if  it  was  a  picture,  was 
like  scenery  set  up  for  the  great  turtles 
that  swam  along  down  below,  for  the  wa- 
ter-moccasins tliat  slipped  noiselessly  into 
the  same  aml)er  depths  from  tlie  roots  of 
the  trees  as  the  canoe  drew  near,  and  for 
tlie  alligators  too,whicli  now  began  to  show 
themselves  more  freely;  the  boat  floated 
noiselessly  over  one  huge  fellow  fifteen 
feet  long. 

Lanse  was  aroused.  "I  tell  you,  old 
lad,  this  isn't  bad,"  he  said. 

"I  don't  care  about  it,"  Winthrop  an- 
swered; "  it's  sensational." 

Over  this  remark  Lanse  indulged  in 
a  retrospective  grin.  "Old!"  he  said. 
"You've  been  getting  that  off  ever  since 
you  were  twenty.  Who  was  it  that  called 
Niagara  '  violent'  ?  The  joke  is  that,  at 
heart,  you  yourself  are  the  most  violent 
creature  I  know." 

"Oh— talk  about  hearts!"  said  Win- 
throp. 

The  trees  now  began  to  meet  overhead ; 
when  their  branches  interlaced  so  that  the 
shade  was  complete,  Lanse  tied  the  boat- 
rope  to  a  bough,  stretched  himself  out  in 
his  end  of  the  boat,  lit  a  cigarette,  and 
looked  at  his  companion.  "  Now  for  the 
story,"  he  said.  "I  tell  you  because  I 
want  your  help;  I  am  sure  that  Margaret 
has  the  highest  opinion  of  you." 

"She  has  none  at  all.     She  detests  me." 

"No !"  said  Lanse,  using  the  word  as  an 
exclamation.  "  How  comes  that  ?  You 
must  have  been  very  nasty  to  her  ?" 


"  I  have  always  been  against  her  about 
you." 

'*  Has  Aunt  Katrina  been  nasty  too  ?'' 

"She  has  given  her  a  home,  at  anv 
rate." 

"And  a  very  pretty  one  it  nnist  have 
been,  if  she  has  looked,  while  about  it,  as 
you  look  now,"  Lanse  commented. 

"  Never  mind  my  looks.  I  don't  know 
that  your  own  are  any  better.  What  have 
you  to  say  ?" 

"One  thing  more,  first.  How  much 
has  Margaret  told  ?" 

"  Nothing.     That  is,  nothing  to  me." 

"  I  meant  Aunt  K." 

"  How  should  I  know?"  said  Winthrop, 
shortly.  Then  he  made  himself  s])eak 
with  more  truth.  "Aunt  Kati'ina  com- 
plains that  Margaret  has  never  said  a 
wo  I'd.'' 

"Yet  you've  all  been  disapj)roving  of 
her  all  this  time!  Now  I  call  that  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  fixed  injustice  so  connnon 
among  nice  people,"  said  Lanse,  musing- 
ly.     He  was  sorry  for  the  nice  people. 

"Before  you  criticise,  let  us  see  how 
well  you  have  behaved,"  suggested  his 
companion. 

"Oh,  /don't  pretend  to  be  a  well-regu- 
lated character.  Let  me  see — I  shall  have 
to  go  back  to  the  beginning  to  make  you 
understand.  I  don't  know  whether  you 
know  how  Margaret  was  brought  up?  She 
had  always  lived  in  the  country — not  a 
village;  the  old  Cruger  place  was  three 
miles  from  evei'y thing;  there  she  lived 
with  her  grandmother  and  her  gi-andmo- 
ther's  friends,  not  a  young  person  an)ong 
them.  She  hadn't  even  been  to  school — 
always  a  governess  at  home.  She  was 
only  seventeen  when  I  first  saw  her.  We 
Avere  there  in  the  house  together — Aunt 
Katrina's,  on  the  sound — and  I  was  at  the 
time  more  cut  up  than  I  had  ever  been  in 
my  life  before.  I  had  just  come  back 
from  abroad,  as  you  know;  and  the  reason 
I  had  come  back,  which  you  don't  know, 
was  because  some  one  (never  mind  who  — 
not  an  American)  had  gone  off  and  mar- 
ried under  my  nose  a  man  with  a  million 
— several  of  them  if  you  count  in  French. 
As  I  had  expected  to  marry  her  myself, 
you  may  imagine  whether  I  enjoyed  it. 
Feeling  pretty  well  cut  up,  smarting  sharp- 
ly, if  I  must  confess  it,  it  seemed  to  me, 
after  a  while,  that  it  Avouldn't  be  a  bad 
idea  to  marry  Margaret  Cruger.  I  couldn't 
feel  worse  than  I  did,  and  maybe  I  might 
feel  better— and  she  was  very  sweet  in  her 
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way.  I  don't  pretend  that  I  was  ever  in 
]ove  with  her,  but  I  liked  her  fi'oni  tlie 
first.  I  have  always  had  a  fancy  for 
young  girls,"  pursued  Lanse,  taking-  off 
his  hat  and  putting  it  behind  his  head  as 
a  pillow:  "when  they're  not  forward 
(American  girls  are  apt  to  be  forward, 
though  without  in  tlie  least  knowing  it), 
they're  enchanting.  Tlie  trouble  is  that 
they  can't  stay  young  forever;  they  don't 
know  anything,  and  of  course  they  have 
to  learn,  and  that  process  is  tiresome.  It 
would  be  paradise  if  a  girl  of  seventeen 
could  sit  down  like  a  woman  of  tliirty; 
and  paradise  isn't  intended,  I  suppose,  to 
come  just  yet." 

"Don't  talk  your  French  to  me,"  said 
Winthrop.     "1  don't  admire  it." 

"That's  another  of  your  shams.  Yes, 
you  do.  But  it's  perfectly  true  that  a 
young  girl  can  no  more  sit  down  with 
grace  than  she  can  listen  with  grace—" 

"Yes;  you  want  to  talk." 

"On  the  contrary,  I  don't  want  to;  I 
want  to  be  silent.  But  I  want  them  to  know 
how  to  listen  to  my  silence.  I  won't  go 
into  the  details.  She  was  so  young — Mar- 
garet— that  I  easily  made  her  believe  that 
I  couldn't  live  without  her,  that  I  should 
go  to  the  bad  direct  unless  she  would  take 
charge  of  me — a  thing  that  is  apt  to  suc- 
ceed with  young  girls  when  they're  con- 
scientious (as  Margaret  was),  unless  they 
happen  to  care  for  some  one  else.  Mar- 
garet didn't  care  for  any  one  else,  and  so 
she  was  caught.  We  were  married.  And 
I  give  you  my  word  I  fully  intended  to 
treat  her  as  well  as  I  knew  how.  But  ill 
luck  got  mixed  with  it." 

Here  Lanse  changed  his  position  again, 
and  clasping  his  hands  under  his  head, 
gazed  up  at  the  dense  green  above.  ' '  Let's 
hope  a  moccasin  won't  take  a  walk  out  on 
one  of  those  branches  and  fall  down. 
Nobody  ever  dreamed,  of  course,  that  a 
man  with  a  million  and  the  wife  he  want- 
ed was  going  to  take  himself  off  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  leave  both  behind  him. 
Yet  that  is  exactly  what  that  man  did. 
Within  a  year  after  his  marriage  and  six 
months  after  mine  he  was  drowned — ac- 
cident while  bathing.  Naturally  I  thought 
of — of  the  one  who  was  left.  But  that  was 
all  I  did — think;  all  I  did  then,  at  least. 
She,  however,  did  more;  she  wrote." 

"Nice  sort  of  person." 

"Precisely.  But  I  cared  more  about 
her  than  I  did  about  any  one  in  the  world, 
and  that  makes  a  difference.     It  obscures 


your  judgment,  don't  you  know,"  Lanse 
went  on,  in  a  reflective  tone.  "I  thought 
she  wrote  to  me  because  she  couldn't  help 
it — in  short,  because  she  cared  so  much 
for  me ;  and  that's  taking.  And  now  here's 
where  the  ill  luck  took  a  hand.  Did  I 
intend  to  let  any  of  this  in  the  least  touch 
Margaret— interfere  with  herf  As  far  as 
possible  from  it.  My  intention  was  that 
she  should  never  know  or  dream  of  it.  It 
was  all  to  be  kept  religiously  from  her. 
Why,  I  wouldn't  have  had  her  know  it 
for  anything,  first  on  her  own  account, 
then  on  mine.  The  wife  of  Lansing  Har- 
old, '  went  on  Lanse,  smiling  a  little  at 
himself,  yet  evidently  meaning  exactly 
what  he  said,  "  must  be  above  suspicion, 
by  which  I  intend  the  verb,  not  the  noun. 
Up  to  thirty,  at  least,  she  must  be  too  in- 
nocent to  suspect.  But  what  do  you  sup- 
pose came  next?  By  the  most  extraordi- 
nary chance  in  the  world  Margaret  her- 
self got  hold  of  one  of  my  letters  to--to 
the  otlier  person.  She  came  upon  the 
loose  sheets  by  accident,  and  thought  it 
was  something  that  I  must  have  been 
writing  some  time  to  her.  She  never  im- 
agined that  it  was  to  any  one  else,  or  she 
wouldn't  have  read  it:  she  was  punctil- 
iousness itself  in  such  matters.  But  her 
eyes  happened  to  fall  first  upon  the  mid- 
dle slieet,  where  tliere  was  no  name,  and 
the — 'the  language,'  as  she  afterward  ex- 
pressed it,  made  her  believe  that  it  was 
addressed  to  herself.  A  man  could  only 
write  in  that  way  to  his  wife,  she  sup- 
posed. But  at  the  end  she  Avas  unde- 
ceived, for  there  she  found  the  other  name. 
Of  course  we  had  a  scene  when  I  came 
home.  I  was  horribly  annoyed  by  what 
had  happened.  But  1  did  my  best  to  be 
nice  to  her.  I  told  her  that  it  was  a  mis- 
erable accident  in  every  way,  her  coming 
upon  tliat  letter;  that  I  could  never  for- 
give myself  for  having  left  it  where  I  did. 
I  told  her  that  I  could  perfectly  undei'- 
stand  that  it  had  been  a  great  shock  to 
her — a  shock  that  I  was  more  sorry  for 
than  she  could  possibly  be.  But  as  it  had 
happened,  w^e  must  both  be  reasonable 
and  make  the  best  of  it;  and  her  'best' 
was  simply  to  forget  all  about  it  as  soon 
as  she  could.  It  was  wonderful  how 
much  one  could  forget  if  one  tried.  I 
could  assure  her  that  nothing  should  ever 
touch  her  position  as  my  wife ;  there 
should  be  no  breath  upon  that.  Always 
I  should  give  her  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
world  the  first  honor,  the  first  place.    You 
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see,  it  was  the  best  I  could  do.  I  couldn't 
deny  the  letter;  it  \Yas  in  my  own  hand- 
writinfr:  it  even  had  a  date.  And  it  wasn't 
a  letter,  either,  that  you  could  explain 
away.  But  I  couldn't  do  anything  with 
her.  I  don't  mean  that  she  argued  or 
combated ;  she  seemed  all  broken  to  pieces. 
She  sat  thei-e  lo<.:>king  at  me  with  a  sort 
of  wonder  and  horror  combined.  Before 
night  she  was  ill  -a  fever.  She  was  ill 
thi*ee  weeks.  And  I  was  as  nice  to  her 
all  that  time  as  I  possibly  could  be;  I 
brought  her  lovely  flowei-s  every  day. 
As  she  grew  better  I  hoped  we  were  go- 
ing to  go  on  in  peace— certainly  the  last 
thing  I  wanted  was  a  quarrel  with  her. 
But — women  are  Ix^und  to  be  fools  I  No 
sooner  was  she  able  to  sit  up  than  she 
took  the  first  chance  to  ask  me  (there  had 
been  a  nui*se  about  before)  whether  I  had 
not  already  abandoned  that  dreadful  af- 
fair. I  supix)se  I  could  have  lied  to  her; 
if  I  was  going  to  do  it,  that  was  the  time. 
But,  as  it  happens,  I  don't  lie:  it  has  never 
been  one  of  my  accomplishments.  So  I 
told  her  that  she  ought  to  treat  such  things 
as  a  lady  should ;  that  is,  not  descend  to 
them.  And  I  told  her  furthermore  that 
slie  ought  to  treat  tiiis  one  as  my  2cife 
should.  When  I  said  that,  I  remember 
she  looked  at  me  as  if  she  were  in  a  sort 
of  stupor.  You  see,  to  her  sense,  she  icas 
treating  it  as  my  wife  should,"  comment- 
ed Lanse,  telling  his  own  story,  as  he  felt 
himself,  with  much  impei*sonal  fairness. 
"All  this  time,  of  course,  I  had  had  to 
postpone  everything.  She  continued  to 
improve,  and  I  took  the  ground  of  saying 
nothing.  When  another  month  had  pass- 
ed, and  she  was  perfectly  well  again.  I 
mentioned  one  day  carelessly,  before  some 
one  else,  that  I  thought  I  should  try  a  lit- 
tle summer  trip  of  thirty  days  or  so  across 
the  ocean  and  back;  I  shouldn't  take  her, 
because  she  wasn't  as  fond  of  the  sea  as  I 
was,  and  twenty  of  the  thirty  days  would 
be  spent  afloat:  she  would  be  much  more 
comfortable  at  home— we  had  taken  a  pret- 
ty house  at  New  Rochelle  for  the  year. 
She  didn't  make  any  especial  comment 
then:  but  as  soon  as  she  could  get  me 
alone  I  saw  that  it  had  all  been  of  no  use 
— my  patience  and  my  waiting:  she  was 
determined  to  talk.  Her  point  was  that 
I  must  not  go.  I  am  not  very  yielding, 
as  you  know.  But  she  was  even  more 
obstinate  tlian  I  was.  It  was  owing  to 
tlie  ideas  she  had  about  some  things:  she 
wasn't  a  Roman  Catholic,  but  she  thought 


marriage  a  sacrament — almost.  I  got  in 
a  few  words  on  that  side  myself:  I  told 
her  that  she  seemed  to  have  a  singular 
idea  of  a  wife's  duties.  One  of  them  was 
generally  supposed  to  be  to  guard  her  hus- 
band's name,  which  was  also  lier  own; 
but  that  while  I  wished  to  occasion  no 
talk,  no  scandal,  she  was  doing  her  very 
best  to  stir  up  both  by  having  an  open 
quarrel  with  me.  And  then  I  asked  her 
what  she  proposed  to  do  ?  I  sup])ose  I 
looked  ugly.  She  got  up  and  stood  there, 
ti*embling  a  little,  and  holding  on  to  the 
back  of  a  chair;  'I  must  go  Avith  you,'  she 
said.  '  I  can't  take  you,'  I  told  her.  And 
then  she  said  that  she  could  follow  me. 
That,  I  confess,  put  me  in  a  rage:  I  was 
never  angrier  in  my  life.  I  imagined  her 
appearing  upon  the  scene  there  in  Paris. 
A  pretty  spectacle  I  should  be,  followed 
about  and  tracked  down  by  a  wife  of  that 
age — a  wife,  too,  who  was  acting,  not  from 
affection,  but  solely  from  a  sense  of  duty ! 
With  her  .school-girl  face,  that  was  a  com- 
bination rather  too  ridiculous  for  a  man 
to  stand.  To  cut  the  story  short.  I  left 
her  th(in  and  there.  That  night  I  slept 
at  a  hotel,  and  the  next  day  I  sailed.  I 
had  changed  my  plan  of  travel,  in  order 
that  she  should  not  know  for  some  time 
where  I  was;  but  I  think  I  frightened  her 
sufficiently  about  following  me  before  I 
left  her.  I  not  only  expressly  forbade  it, 
but  I  told  her  that  she  wouldn't  be  re- 
ceived in  case  she  should  try  it;  there 
would  be  standing  orders  to  that  effect. 
I  should  never  touch  any  more  of  her 
money,  I  told  her  (I  never  have  to  this 
day).  She  could  set  going  any  story  she 
pleased  about  me,  and  I  wouldn't  contra- 
dict it.  That  would  leave  her  very  easy. 
On  my  side  I  should  simply  say  nothing, 
and  I  should  cause  no  scandal,  she  might 
be  sure.  With  that  I  went  off.  On  the 
other  side  I  found  a  letter  from  her — she 
didn't  know  my  address,  but  she  had  sent 
it  to  my  lawyer.  I've  bix)ught  that  letter 
along  for  you  to  see;  it  will  give  you  a 
better  idea  of  her,  as  she  was  at  the  time, 
than  any  of  my  descriptions."  And  he 
took  from  his  pocket-book  an  envelope, 
and  tossed  it  across. 

Winthrop  opened  the  envelope,  and 
found  a  small  sheet  of  paper,  upon  which, 
in  a  youthful  handwriting,  these  words 
were  written : 

'*My  dear  Husband, — I  have  staid 
here  bv  mvself  in  the  house,  and  I  have 
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been  very  unhappy.     I  have  not  let  any- 
body know  that  you  were  gone. 

"  I  feel  as  though  I  must  have  done 
wrong,  and  yet  I  don't  know  how. 

"  Perhaps  you  will  come  back.  I  shall 
hope  that  you  will,  and  I  will  wait  here 
for  your  answer. 

"If  you  do  not  come,  please  tell  me 
what  you  think  I  had  better  do.  I  should 
rather  do  what  you  think  best. 

"I  will  come  to  you  at  any  time  if — you 
know  what.      I  could  not  come  without. 

"I  hope  you  will  soon  send  for  me. 
And  I  am  your  affectionate  wife, 

"Margaret  Harold." 

"You  see  there's  no  trace  of  jealousy," 
Lanse  commented,  in  his  generalizing 
way;  "she  wasn't  jealous,  because  she 
wasn't  in  love  with  me — never  had  been. 
Of  course  she  thought  she  loved  me — she 
never  would  have  married  me  otherwise. 
But  the  truth  was  that  at  that  time  she 
had  no  more  conception  of  what  real  love 
is  than  a  little  snow  image:  that  was  one 
of  the  reasons  why  I  had  first  liked  her. 
I've  no  doubt  she  ivas  horribly  miserable 
when  she  w^rote  that  letter,  as  she  says 
she  was.  But  there  w^as  no  love  in  her 
misery;  it  was  all  duty.  I  grant  you  that 
with  her  that  was  a  tremendously  strong 
feeling.  Well,  I  answered  her  letter;  I 
told  her  she  had  better  go  and  live  with 
Aunt  Katrina.  And  I  put  in  again — for  I 
saw  that  I  must,  if  we  were  ever  to  have 
an  end  of  writing — that  I  had  left  her  de- 
liberately; that  I  was  fully  convinced  that 
we  should  be  much  better  off  apart.  She 
mustn't  come  to  me  unless  I  should  send 
for  her,  and  that  in  no  case  would  she  be 
received  if  she  should  try  to  come  without 
my  consent.  I  was  firm  about  that.  But 
we  wouldn't  make  any  talk.  She  could 
say  I  was  travelling.  That  was  what  I 
should  say  myself.  She  wrote  me  once 
more,  repeating  her  offer  to  come  when- 
ever I  should  wish  it;  but  I  didn't  wish 
it  then,  and  didn't  answer.  Seven  years 
have  I'jassed,  and  I  haven't  answered  yet. 
But  now  I  think  I  shall  try  it." 

Winthrop  had  sat  gazing  at  the  little 
sheet,  with  the  faded  girlish  handwriting. 
Hot  feelings  w^ ere  surging  Avithin  him;  he 
felt  that  he  must  take  a  firm  hold  of  him- 
self. This  made  his  manner  calm.  "What 
doyouwant  of  her  ?"  he  said.  "Aunt  Ka- 
trina couldn't  get  on  a  day  without  her." 

"Aunt  Katrina  would  give  her  up  to 
me,"   said  Lanse,  securely.      (And  Win- 


throp knew  that  this  was  true.)  "  What 
do  I  want  of  her  ?  I  want  to  have  a  home 
of  my  own  again,  a  place  where  I  can  be 
comfortable;  I  want  to  have  a  place  where 
I  can  keep  all  my  shoes.  I  am  not  as 
young  as  I  once  was;  I  don't  mind  telling 
you  that  I've  had  one  or  two  pretty  seri- 
ous attacks — rheumatism  threatening  the 
heart.  It's  time  to  be  old,  to  take  in  sail. 
I'm.  a  reformed  character,  and  I  don't  see 
why  Margaret  shouldn't  come  and  carry 
on  the  good  work — especially  as  she  has 
promised.  The  one  danger  is  that  she  may 
have  begun  to—    But  I  hardly  think  that." 

' '  Yes ;  the  one  danger  may  very  well  be 
that  she  has  begun  to  hate  you,"  said  Win- 
throp. His  eyes  dwelt  still  upon  the  poor 
little  letter. 

"  I  didn't  mean  that;  I  meant  that  she 
might  have  begun  to  care  for  some  one 
else.  But  I  don't  believe  it.  If  it  were 
only  that  she  had  begun  to  hate  me,  that 
would  be  nothing ;  she  would  think  it  very 
wrong  to  hate  me  (though  she  might  not 
be  able  to  help  itj,  and  that  would  make 
her  come  back  all  the  quicker." 

Winthrop  looked  at  him  from  under  his 
tilted  hat —he  had  tilted  it  forward  over 
his  eyes,  "I  should  think  it  would  make 
you  sick  to  ask  her,"  he  said — "sick  with 
shame." 

"It  isn't  the  least  shameful;  it's  the 
right  thing  to  do,"  responded  Lanse. 
"But  which  side  are  you  on,  Ev  ?  You 
seem  to  be  all  over  the  field." 

"  I  don't  know  which  side  I'm  on.  You 
can't  take  her  up  and  drop  her  in  that 
way.'^ 

"You've  got  it  mixed.  I  dropped  her 
seven  years  ago;  now  I'm  taking  her  up 
again.  And  if  she  is  as  I  think  she  is,  she 
will  be  glad  to  come." 

' '  Oh  !"  said  Winthrop,  with  angry  scorn. 

' '  She'll  be  glad,  because  she's  my  wife — 
she's  a  stickler  for  that  sort  of  thing.  She 
is  a  very  good  woman.  That's  the  advan- 
tage of  having  a  really  good  woman  for 
your  wife — you  can  rely  upon  her  wheth- 
er she  likes  you  or  not — likes  you  very 
much,  I  mean.  But  I  begin  to  think  you 
don't  know  her  as  well  as  I  do,  after  all, 
in  spite  of  the  time  you  have  had." 

"Know  her  ?  I  don't  know  her  in  the 
least.  I  have  never  known  her — I  see 
that  now." 

At  this  moment  they  heard  the  dip  of 
an  oar,  and  stopped.  Coming  down  the 
narrow  stream  behind  them,  appeared  a 
rude  craft  manned  by  a  very  black  boy 
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and  a  very  white  baby.  The  boat  was  a 
long,  rough  dug-out,  and  the  boy  was  pad- 
dling. His  passenger,  a  plump  child  of 
about  three,  had  the  peculiar  bleached 
skin  of  the  Florida  "poor  white,"  and 
flaxen  Iiair  of  the  palest  straw-color.  An 
immense  calico  sun-bonncu  lay  across  its 
knee,  and,  after  a  slow  stare  with  twisted 
neck  at  the  two  strangers,  it  lifted  and  put 
on  this  penthouse  Avith  dignity:  to  put  it 
on  was  probably  its  idea  of  ''manners." 
The  pent-house,  in  fact,  represented  the 
principal  part  of  its  attire ;  there  was  no- 
thing else  but  a  little  red  petticoat. 

But  if  the  passenger  was  d.gnified,  the 
oarsman  was  not;  delighted  to  see  any- 
body, the  little  darky  had  showed  his 
wiiite  teeth  in  a  perpetual  grin  from  the 
moment  the  canoe  had  appeared  in  sight. 

Lanse  always  noticed  children.  ''Where 
/lave  you  been,  Epaminondas  ?"  he  said, 
with  pretended  severity.  ' '  What  are  you 
doing  here  ?" 

Epaminondas,  at  the  first  suggestion  of 
conversation,  had  stopped  paddling.  He 
accepted  with  cheerfulness  the  imi)rovised 
name.  "Ben  atter  turkles,  boss.  But  I 
'ain't  fin'  none." 

"What  is  the  name  of  that  young  lady 
you  have  w^ith  you  ?" 

"Gin,"  answered  Epaminondas,  with 
an  even  more  extensive  smile  tlian  before. 

"The  whole  of  it,  I  mean;  I  know 
there's  more." 

"Trufe,  boss,  der  sholy  is,"  responded 
Epaminondas,  impressed  by  this  omnis- 
cience. "Gin's  wat  dey  calls  her  mosely ; 
but  Victoryne  en  John  Mungumry  Gin— 
dat's  de  hull  ob  it.  Victoryne  en  John 
Mungumry  is  folks  wat  her  ma  knew 
whar  she  come  fum,  up  in  Alabawm,  en 
she  w^anted  to  membunce  'em  somew^ays, 
so  she  called  Gin  atter  'em.  En  Gin— 
dat's  Virginny — w^uz  de  name  ob  her  dad- 
dy's folks,  dey  tole  me." 

"  I  am  surprised  that  her  family  should 
allow  Miss  Montgomery  to  be  out  without 
her  nurse,"  Lanse  went  on. 

"She  'ain't  got  no  nuss,"  Epaminon- 
das answered.  "En  I  hev  to  tote  her 
mos'  er  der  time,  en  she's  hebby — she  am 
dat!  En  so  ter-day  I  'lowed  I'd  rudder 
take  her  in  de  boat  a  whiles."  He  looked 
anxiously  at  Lanse  as  he  made  this  ex- 
planation. He  was  a  thin  little  fellow  of 
about  ten,  and  Miss  Montgomery  w^as  de- 
cidedly solid. 

"I'm  inclined  to  think,  my  man,  that 
you're  out  without  leave ;  I  advise  you  to 


go  home  as  fast  as  you  can.  And  mind 
you  keep  the  boat  straight." 

"Yas,  boss,"  answered  Epaminondas, 
glad  to  escape,  and  plying  his  paddle 
again. 

He  gave  a  "Kil"  of  delight  as  a  silver 
coin  fell  at  his  feet.  "Don't  stop  to  pick 
it  np  now,"  said  Lanse.  "Go  on  with 
Miss  Montgomery;  restore  her  to  her  par- 
ents as  soon  as  possible." 

Epaminondas  bent  to  his  oar.  The  two 
men  looked  after  him  as  the  boat  went  on 
its  way  toward  the  outer  creek. 

Suddenl}^  "Good  God  I'' cried  Lanse, 
springing  to  his  feet. 

He  had  to  unloose  the  rope.  But  he 
did  that  in  an  instant,  and  seizing  the 
paddle,  he  sent  the  canoe  flying  down- 
stream after  the  dug-out. 

Epaminondas,  toiling  at  his  oar,  had 
not  gone  thirty  feet  when  Lanse  had  seen 
a  large  moccasin  drop  from  a  branch 
above  directly  into  the  long  narrow  boat 
as  it  passed  beneath ;  the  creature  fell 
midway  between  the  children,  who  occu- 
pied the  two  ends. 

Quick  as  a  flash  the  little  negro  had 
jumped  overboard.  But  that  Avas  in- 
stinct; he  would  not  desert  the  white 
child,  and  swam  on  holding  by  the  boat's 
side,  and  screaming  shrilly. 

Meanwiiile  Miss  Montgomery  sat  com- 
posedly in  her  place.  She  did  not  ap- 
pear at  all  disturbed. 

Winthrop  had  no  oar,  so  he  could  not 
help.  Lanse,  standing  up,  forced  the  ca- 
noe through  the  water  rapidly.  But  be- 
fore he  could  bring  it  up  where  he  could 
seize  the  child,  the  little  darky,  who  had 
not  ceased  to  swim  round  and  round  the 
drifting  craft,  aimounced  w^ith  a  yell,  as 
his  curly  black  head  peered  for  one  in- 
stant over  the  side,  that  the  snake  was 
coiling  for  a  spring. 

Then  Lanse  gave  a  mighty  plunge  into 
the  stream,  and,  keeping  himself  up  w^ith 
one  hand,  snatched  the  girl  and  dragged 
her  overboard  by  main  force  with  the 
other,  handing  her  in  safety  to  Winthrop, 
who  had  taken  the  paddle  and  kept  the 
canoe  along.  Lanse  and  the  little  darky 
then  swam  ashore,  and  stepped  into  the 
canoe  again  from  the  roots  of  a  large  tree, 
which  served  them  for  a  landing. 

They  were  both  wet  through,  of  course. 
But  Epaminondas  was  amphibious;  his 
single  garment,  a  pair  of  trousers,  could 
be  as  w^ell  dried  upon  his  small  person  as 
upon  a  bush.     AVith  Lanse  it  was  differ- 
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ent.  But  at  present  Lanse  was  excited; 
nothing"  would  do  but  to  go  after  that 
snake  which  was  now  luxuriously  voya- 
ging down  the  stream  in  a  boat  of  his  own. 
Taking  the  paddle,  he  sent  the  canoe  in 
chase. 

Standing  up  as  he  drew  near,  he  an- 
nounced that  the  moccasin  was  motion- 
less in  the  bottom  of  the  dug-out. 

His  next  announcement  was  that  it  was 
"rather  a  pretty  fellow." 

Then,  still  standing  up  and  gazing,  "J 
can't  kill  the  poor  creature,"  he  said;  "I 
don't  suppose  he  meant  any  harm  when 
he  dropped — had  no  idea  there  was  a  boat 
there."  Sending  the  canoe  toward  the 
land  again,  he  went  ashore  in  the  silvery 
forest,  and  found,  after  some  search,  a 
long  branch;  with  this  he  paddled  back, 
and  then,  brandishing  it  at  arm's-length,  he 
tilted  the  dug-out,  by  its  aid,  so  far  over 
on  one  side,  that  the  moccasin,  perceiving 
that  the  element  he  preferred  was  con- 
veniently near,  with  silent  swiftness  join- 
ed it.  Through  all  this  scene.  Miss  Mont- 
gomery, plump  and  dry— Lanse  had  held 
her  above  the  water — remained  serenely 
indifferent.  She  sat  in  her  sun-bonnet  on 
Wintlirop's  knee,  and  preserved  her  digni- 
ty unbroken. 

"  Shucks!"  said  Epaminondas  (now that 
the  enemy  had  departed),  expectorating, 
with  an  air  of  experience,  into  the  stream ; 
"  I  is  seed  'em  twicet  ez  bigger  lots  er 
times !" 

Lanse,  resuming  his  seat,  wiped  his  fore- 
head. His  leap  had  been  a  strong  exer- 
tion, and  already  his  face  showed  the  fa- 
tigue. He  was  a  heavy  man,  and  out  of 
practice  in  such  sorts  of  gymnastics. 

"Have  you  any  more  notions  to  carry 
out?"  inquired  Winthrop.  "I've  been 
spinning  back  and  forth  in  this  boat  about 
as  long  as  I  care  for." 

"  Come,  now,  wasn't  that  a  good  deed  ?" 
asked  Lanse  (Lanse  always  wanted  praise). 
"I  call  it  brutal  to  kill  a  poor  creature 
simply  because  he's  got  no  legs." 

"You  didn't  happen  to  have  your  re- 
volver with  you,  I  suppose  ?"  Winthrop 
answered,  refusing  to  bestow  the  applause. 

"Never  carried  one  in  my  life;  coward- 
ly things!"  responded  Lanse,  in  a  disgust- 
ed tone.  He  was  hard  at  work  paddling, 
in  order  to  keep  off  a  chill. 

Epaminondas  Avas  put  ashore  at  his  own 
landing  on  the  outer  creek,  and  departed 
up  a  sandy  path,  leading  Miss  Montgom- 
ery, his  pockets  unwontedly  heavy  with 


coin.  He  looked  back  as  long  as  he  could 
see  tliem,  throwing  up  and  waving  his 
ragged  straw  hat. 

But  Miss  Montgomery  never  turned; 
she  plodded  steadily  homeward  on  her  fat 
white  legs— all  of  her  that  he  could  see 
below  the  sun-bonnet. 

Lanse's  efforts  to  avoid  a  chill  were  ap- 
parently successful  that  night.  But  the 
next  morning  he  sent  for  Winthrop  at  an 
early  hour.  Hurrying  to  his  room,  Win- 
throp found  him  with  a  strange  pallor  on 
his  face ;  he  said  he  was  in  great  pain.  A 
physician  staying  in  the  house  was  sum- 
moned. It  was  the  rheumatism  Lanse 
had  already  spoken  of;  but  this  time  it 
did  not  merely  threaten  the  heart ;  it  had 
attacked  it. 

For  twelve  hours  there  was  much  dan- 
ger. Then  there  was  a  lull.  The  lull 
was  followed  by  something  which  had  the 
appearance  of  a  partial  paralysis  of  the 
lower  limbs.  Lanse's  head  was  now  clear, 
but  he  was  helpless.  It  was,  to  begin 
with — it  had  been  this  for  years — a  case 
of  a  superb  constitution  wantonly  trifled 
with  ;  and  the  sudden  exertion  of  that 
leap  into  the  water  to  save  the  child,  to- 
gether with  the  severe  chill  that  had  come 
on  during  the  night,  had  brought  out  in- 
herited tendencies  which  might  otherwise 
have  lain  dormant  for  years.  The  physi- 
cian said  that  Lanse  could  not  be  taken  to 
East  Angels  for  the  present;  in  two  weeks 
or  so  he  should  be  better  able  to  say  when 
he  could  be  moved.  To  Winthrop,  in 
confidence,  he  said  that  in  two  weeks  or 
so  he  should  be  better  able  to  tell  whether 
there  was  a  chance  that  the  present  be- 
numbed condition  would  wear  off.  It 
might  be  that  Lanse  would  never  be  able 
to  sit  erect  again. 

"A  pretty  fix,  isn't  it?"  Lanse  said,  on 
the  morning  of  the  second  day,  as,  opening 
his  eyes,  he  found  himself  alone  with  his 
cousin.  "Apparently  I'm  in  for  it  this 
time.  Not  going  to  die,  but  laid  up  with 
a  vengeance.  Well,  the  ship's  fast  in  port 
at  last.  I  suppose  now  you've  no  objec- 
tion to  bringing  Margaret  over — provided, 
of  course,  she  will  come  ?" 

Great  was  KatrinaEutherford's  joy  and 
triumph  when  she  heard  that  her  "boy," 
her  Lanse,  was  so  near  her;  "only  over 
on  the  river,  a  short  day's  journey  from 
here."  She  had  "  always  known"  that  he 
would  come;  and  now  it  was  proved  that 
she  had  been  right.  She  hoped  they  ap- 
preciated it.      (Her  "they"  meant  Win- 
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tlirop  and  Marf,^iiret.)  Spare  ^Iar<,^ai*ct  ? 
Of  course  slie  could  si)are  her.  Marij^ai*et\s 
place  was  \vith  lior  husband;  and  espe- 
cially now  was  it  her  ])lace  if  he  were  not 
well  (Aunt  Katrinahad  not  been  told  how 
ill  Lanse  was).  It  was  a  j^reat  mistake, 
besides,  to  suj)i)o.se  that  Mar^ifaret  was  .so 
neees.sary  to  her.  Mai-garet  was  not  in 
the  least  necessary:  that  was  one  of  their 
absurd  fancies.  Celestine  was  niucli  more 
useful.  And  Looth  too.  But  the  point 
now  was,  not  to  talk  about  who  was  use- 
ful ;  the  p(Mnt  was  to  have  Mar^^aret  go. 
What  was  she  waiting-  for.  Aunt  Kati'ina 
would  like  to  be  informed. 

Marjjaret  was  waitiujif  for  Mr.  Moore. 

But  she  did  not  have  to  wait  lonfr.  At 
the  end  of  two  liours  that  gentleman  ap- 
peared, not  breathless — for  he  could  have 
breathed  ])erfectly  even  if  he  had  run  all 
the  way  from  Savannah— but  still  witli 
some  sedate  indications  of  haste  on  his 
delicate,  del i^^ht fully  pfood  face.  A  car- 
riage was  waitinj^  at  East  Anpfels'  door; 
in  ten  minutes  he  and  Marofaret  had  start- 
ed on  their  journey  toward  the  river. 

Mr.  Moore  had  linp])ened  to  be  makint,^ 
a  call  at  East  Anofels  when  Winthrop  re- 
turned. Dr.  Kirby  was  in  C'harh^ston.  It 
was  not  thou<2:ht  safe  to  leave  Mrs.  Ruth- 
erford alone,  (»ven  for  two  days,  with  only 
Celestine  and  Looth— in  spite  of  the  hi  oh 
rank  which  tluit  lady  herself  had  assij2:ned 
to  them  as  skillful  attendants.  Winthrop 
was  therefore  to  remain  at  East  Anofcls, 
sendinjj:  the  best  man  nurse  he  could  find 
for  Lanse  from  Gracias.  And  was  Mar- 
garet to  make  her  joui-ney  alone?  Tela- 
no  could  o(>.  Bui  at  this  point  Mr.  Moore 
interposed;  he  would  yo  himself.  It  was 
a  very  simple  matter;  all  he  should  have 
to  do  would  be  to  ride  np  to  town,  tell 
Penelope,  and  j^et  his  bag;  it  was  quite 
convenient  for  him  to  go. 

In  reality  it  wasextremely  inconvenient, 
his  absence  at  tliat  ])arlicular  moment  af- 
fecting no  less  a.  question  than  their  supply 
of  meal  for  the  nextmonth  ;  for  the  rector 
and  his  wife  were  obliged  to  consider  with 
the  most  scrupulous  care  the  assemblage 
of  the  various  articles  that  Avent  to  make 
their  modest  dinner  from  day  to  day.  But 
notliing  that  was  to  aid  a  friend  seemed 
inconvenient  to  Middleton  Moore;  he 
would  gladly  eat  fish  for  several  weeks,  if 
by  doing  so  he  could  oblige  Mrs.  Harold, 
and  he  was  sure  that  Penelope's  feeling 
would  be  the  same.  Fortunately,  there 
were  always  fish. 


Mounted,  theref'^re,  upon  one  of  Win- 
throp's  tan  horses  (as  faster  than  his  own), 
he  went  up  to  Gracias  and  came  back  at 
a  speed  to  which  he  was  entirely  unaccus- 
tomed. But  his  light  weight  ilew  easily 
up  and  down  in  the  saddle.  Tlie  hor.se 
knew  the  road;  he  had  only  to  hold  on. 

"  I  i)erceived,  almost  as  soon  as  we  start- 
ed, that  he  was  a  very  intelligent  beast," 
he  remarked  to  Winthrop,  as,  having  dis- 
mounted at  East  Angels'  door,  he  stood 
for  a  nujment  contemplating  the  animal, 
as  if  in  doubt  whetluM',  after  all,  he  had 
really  been  mounted  u])  there. 

l^ut  he  had  not  only  been  mounted,  but 
had  scoured  the  country  at  a  S})ee(l  that 
would  have  startled  him  greatly  could  he 
have  seen  himself  shooting  by. 

AVinthrop,  u])on  reaching  East  Angels, 
had  asked  lor  Margaret.  Mr.  Moore  had 
goiu^  in  to  see  Mrs.  l^utherford  for  a  few 
moments,  and  Margaret  had  remained  in 
the  drawing-room  ;  Wintlirop  went  to  her 
there. 

"  1  want  to  speak  to  you,"  he  said;  ''  it 
won't  take  long,  but  we  mustn't  be  inter- 
rui)ted.      Any  empty  room  will  do." 

His  manner  had  changed,  he  did  not  de- 
fer to  her  now  with  the  formal  half-ex- 
aggerated politeness  with  whicli  he  had 
treated  her  so  long,  neither  was  there  any 
of  the  anger  in  his  voice  which  had  been 
th(M*e  during  their  last  interview  in  that 
room.  He  did  not  wait  for  her  answer, 
but  led  the  way  himself  across  the 
hall  to  the  ''boudoir"  of  the  Old  Madam, 
now  never  used.  Nothing  had  been 
changed  there  since  the  Old  Madam's  de- 
])arture;  even  Mrs.  Thorne,  with  her  per- 
sistent desire  to  make  everything  serve 
some  present  use,  had  left  this  old  furni- 
ture untouched.  Garda  liked  the  room; 
nothing  had  therefore  been  altered, though 
the  house  was  no  longer  her  pro])erty. 

Winthrop  closed  the  door.  They  stood 
there  together  among  the  Old  Madam's 
stilt'  chairs.  Everything  was  covered  with 
emb)'oidery,  her  own  work,  very  elaborate 
and  ver}^  ugly.  There  was  a  rather  fierce- 
looking  portrait  of  her  on  the  wall. 

"Lanse  is  here,"  said  Winthrop.  "I 
mean  over  on  the  I'iver.  He  is  ill.  He 
wants  you  to  come  to  him." 

At  his  iirstAVords  Margaret  had  given  a 
great  start.  She  put  her  haiul  across  her 
heart.  For  a  moment  she  did  not  speak. 
Then  she  stammered,  "Did  you  say— did 
you  say  he  was  ill  ?"  She  spoke  almost 
inaudibly. 
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"It's  something"  like  a  partial  paralysis. 
I  don't  know  wliether  it's  really  that,  but 
he's  helpless." 

"Has  he  asked  for  me ?" 
"  He  has  sent  me  to  bring  you." 
"Did  he  give  you  a  letter — a  note  ?" 
"No;  he  told  me  to  bring-  you." 
"Are  you  sm-'e  he  told  you  that  ?" 
"Good  heavens!  if  I  were  not  sure  I 
should  be  a  great  deal  better  off.    Why  do 
you  keep  asking  me  ?    Isn't  it  bad  enough 
for  me  to  have  to  say  it  at  all  ?     I'm  in 
horrible   i)ain,  Margaret.     If   you   could 
only  know.     But  he  is  ill,  and  that  makes 
everything    different.      I    couldn't    have 
stood  it  otherwise." 
"Stood-" 

"Stood  your  going  to  him." 
"  I  must  go  to  him  if  he  is  ill." 
^   ' '  111 — yes ;  that's  the  only  thing  that — " 
He  stopped,  and  stood  looking  at  her  with 
a  haggard  face. 

"I  am  afraid  he  is  very  ill." 
' '  Yes,  he  is  very  ill.    But  I'm  not  think- 
ing about  Lanse  now.    I'm  thinking  about 
you." 

"You  need  not  do  that,"  Margaret  an- 
swered. She  turned  toward  the  door.  ' '  I 
must  go  and  make  some  preparations," 
she  said.  She  had  not  yet  recovered  her 
self-control.     Her  voice  still  trembled. 

"You  shall  not  leave  me  so,"  said  Win- 
tlirop,  interposing.  "I  know  everything, 
Margaret  —  everything  except  why  you 
have  wished,  why  you  have  been  deter- 
mined, that  I  should  think  of  you  in  the 
way  I  have ;  that  is,  with  such  outrageous, 
such  cruel  wrong.  Lanse  has  told  me  the 
whole  story  of  his  leaving  you,  7iot  your 


leaving  him.  And  before  that,  Garda  liad 
told  me  what  really  happened  that  after- 
noon in  the  woods.  Why  have  you  treat- 
ed me  in  this  way  ?     Why  ?" 

Margaret,  whiter  than  he  had  ever  seen 
her,  stood  before  him,  her  hands  tightly 
clasped,  her  eyes  closed.  She  looked  like 
a  person  strained  up  to  receive  a  blow. 

"If  you  could  only  know  how  I  feel 
when  I  look  at  you,  when  I  think  what 
the  truth  really  was,  and  what  I  believed," 
Winthrop  went  on,  infinite  tenderness 
showing  itself  for  an  instant  in  his  voice. 
"But  did  I  believe  it?  Perhaps  I  made 
myself  believe  it;  perhaps  I  felt  that  it 
was  safer — "  He  stopped.  "Only  tell 
me  one  thing  before  you  go,  Margaret — 
tell  me  that  it  wasn't  because  you  despised 
me  that  you  let  me  think  so.  You  might 
very  well  say  that  you  were  punishing  me 
for  my  immeasurable  conceit  and  stupidity 
during  all  those  years.  It  wouldn't  be  half 
enough.     For  that  I  can  never  atone." 

Margaret  had  put  out  her  hands  as  if 
she  were  feeling  her  way  like  a  person 
who  has  grown  blind.  "I  must  go;  don't 
keep  me  longer, "  she  said,  in  a  broken  voice. 

She  struggled  with  herself  for  a  mo- 
ment. But  it  ended  in  her  turning  to- 
ward him  again.  And  there  was  a  beau- 
tiful expression  in  her  eyes. 

"  I  must  go  to  my  husband,"  she  said. 

"Yes;  I  am  selfish,"  answered  Win- 
throp. "  I  must  learn  to  bear  what  I  am 
feeling  now  better  than  this,  or  you  really 
will  despise  me,  Margaret."  His  face  con- 
tracted sharply,  as  though  from  pain.  But 
he  opened  the  door. 

Margaret  went  hastily  out. 


AT  NONNENWERTH. 

KNIGHT  ROLAND  sate  above  the  Rhine: 
"O  Bride  of  God,  that  walkest  there. 
Gone  is  the  gold-light  of  thy  hair, 
And  never  more  thy  blue  eyes'  shine 
May  rise  to  meet  the  love  of  mine. 

"Calm  as  the  river  as  it  flows 
Beneath  the  overhanging  leaves. 
And  still  as  are  the  nunnery's  eaves 
When  low  and  hushed  the  night  wind  blows, 
Thy  heart  is  wrapped  in  death's  repose. 

"Look  up!  look  up!     Ah,  no;  the  sod 

Thou  walkest  on  is  not  more  cold 

To  all  the  love  tales  we  have  told 

In  olden  days.     The  weary  road 

Thou  still  must  travel,  Bride  of  God !" 


WAY  DOT\^N  IN  LONESOME  COVE. 


ONE  memorable  iii<2:lit  in  Lonesome 
Cove  the  ranger  of  the  county  enter- 
ed upon  a  momentous  crisis  in  liis  life. 
What  hour  it  was  he  coukl  liardly  have 
said,  for  the  primitive  household  reckoned 
time  b}^  the  sun  when  it  shone,  by  the  do- 
mestic routine  wlien  no  better  might  be. 
It  was  late.  The  old  crone  in  the  chim- 
ney-corner nodded  over  her  knitting.  In 
the  trundle-bed  at  the  further  end  of  the 
shadowy  room  Avere  transverse  billows 
under  the  quilts,  which  intimated  that  the 
small  children  were  numerous  enough  for 
the  necessity  of  sleeping  crosswise.  He 
had  smoked  out  many  pipes,  and  at  last 
knocked  the  cinder  from  the  bowl.  The 
great  hickory  logs  had  burned  asunder 
and  fallen  from  the  stones  that  served 
as  andirons.  He  began  to  slowly  cover 
the  embers  with  ashes,  that  the  fire  might 
keep  till  morning. 

His  wife,  a  faded  woman,  grown  early 
old,  was  bringing  the  stone  jar  of  yeast  to 
place  close  by  the  hearth, that  it  might  not 
"take  a  chill"  in  some  sudden  change  of 
the  night.  It  was  heavy,  and  she  bent  in 
carrying  it.  Awkward,  and  perhaps  nerv- 
ous, she  brought  it  sharply  against  the 
shovel  in  his  hands. 

The  clash  roused  the  old  crone  in  the 
corner.  She  recognized  the  situation  in- 
stantly, and  the  features  that  sleep  had  re- 
laxed into  inexpressiveness  took  on  a  wea- 
ry apprehension,  which  they  wore  like  a 
habit.  The  man  barely  raised  his  surly 
black  eyes,  but  his  wife  drew  back  humbly 
with  a  mutter  of  apology. 

The  next  moment  the  shovel  Avas  al- 
most thrust  out  of  his  grasp.  A  tiny 
barefooted  girl,  in  a  straight  unbleached 
cotton  night-gown  and  a  quaint  little  cot- 
ton night -cap,  cavalierly  pushed  him 
aside,  that  she  might  cov^er  in  the  hot  ash- 
es a  burly  sweet-potato,  destined  to  slowly 
roast  before  morning.  A  long  and  care- 
ful job  she  made  of  it,  and  unconcernedly 
kept  him  Availing  Avhile  she  pottered  back 
and  forth  about  the  hearth.  She  looked 
up  once  with  an  authoritative  eye,  and  he 
hastily  helped  to  adjust  the  potato  Avith 
the  end  of  the  shovel.  And  then  he 
glanced  at  her,  incongruously  enough,  as 
if  waiting  for  her  autocratic  nod  of  ap- 
proval. She  gravely  accorded  it,  and  pat- 
tered nimbly  across  the  puncheon  floor  to 
the  already  Avell-fiUed  bed. 

"Now,"  he  draAvled,  in  gruff  accents, 


"ef  you-uns  hev  all  bed  yer  fill  o'  foolin' 
with  this  hyar  fire,  I'll  kiver  it,  like  I  hev 
started  out  ter  do." 

At  this  moment  there  was  a  loud  tram- 
pling upon  the  porch  Avithout.  The  bat- 
ten door  shook  violently.  The  ranger 
sprang  u\).  As  he  frowned,  the  hair  on 
his  scalp,  drawn  forward,  seemed  to  I'ise 
like  bristles. 

"Dad  burn  that  thar  fresky  filly !*'  he 
cried,  angrily.  "Jes'  brung  her  noisy 
bones  up  on  that  thar  porch  agin,  an'  her 
huffs  Avill  bust  spang  through  the  planks 
o'  the  floor,  the  fust  thing  ye  knoAV." 

The  narrow  aperture,  as  he  held  the 
door  ajar,  showed  outlined  against  the 
darkness  the  graceful  head  of  a  young 
mare,  and  once  more  hoof-beats  resound- 
ed on  the  rotten  planks  of  the  porch. 

Clouds  Avere  adrift  in  the  sky.  No  star 
gleamed  in  the  Avide  space  high  above  the 
sombre  mountains.  On  every  side  they 
encompassed  Lonesome  Cove,Avhich  seem- 
ed to  have  importunately  thrust  itself  into 
the  darkling  solemnities  of  their  intimacy. 
All  at  once  the  i*anger  let  the  door  fly 
from  his  hand,  and  stood  gazing  in  blank 
amazement.  For  there  Avas  a  strange  mo- 
tion in  the  void  vastnesses  of  the  wilder- 
ness. They  Avere  creeping  into  view. 
How,  he  could  not  say,  but  the  summit  of 
the  great  mountain  opposite  Avas  marvel- 
lously distinct  against  the  sky.  He  saw 
the  naked,  gaunt  December  Avoods.  He 
saAV  the  grim  gray  crags.  And  yet  Lone- 
some Cove  beloAv  and  the  spurs  on  the  oth- 
er side  Avere  all  benighted.  A  pale  flicker- 
ing light  Avas  daAvning  in  the  clouds;  it 
brightened,  faded,  glowed  again,  and  their 
sad  gray  folds  assumed  a  A'ivid  A^ermilion 
reflection,  for  there  Avas  a  fire  in  the  for- 
est below.  Only  these  reactions  of  color 
on  the  clouds  betokened  its  presence  and 
its  progress.  Sometimes  a  fluctuation  of 
orange  crossed  them,  then  a  glancing  line 
of  blue,  and  once  more  that  living  red  hue 
Avhicli  only  a  pulsating  flame  can  bestoAv. 
"  Air  it  the  comin'  o'  the  Jedgmint  Day, 
Tobe  ?"  asked  his  wife,  in  a  meek  whisper. 
"I'd  be  afraid  so  if  I  war  ez  big  a  sin- 
ner ez  you-uns,"  he  returned. 

"The  Avoods  air  afire,"  the  old  woman 
declared,  in  a  shrill  voice. 

"They   be  a-soakin'   Avith   las'   night's 
rain,"  he  retorted,  gruffly. 

The  mare  Avas  standing  near  the  porch. 
Suddenly  he  mounted  her  and  rode  hasti- 
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ly  off,  without  a  word  of  his  intention  to 
the  staring  women  in  the  doorway. 

He  left  fi'eedom  of  speech  behind  him. 
"Take  yer  bones  along,  then,  ye  tongue- 
tied  catamount!"  his  wife's  mother  apos- 
trophized him,  with  all  the  acrimony  of 
long  repression.  "Got  no  mo'  politeness 
'n  a  settin'  hen,"  she  muttered,  as  she 
turned  back  into  the  room. 

The  young  woman  lingered  wistfully, 
"I  wisht  he  wouldn't  go  a-ridin'  off  that 
thar  way  'tliout  lettin'  we-uns  know  wliar 
he  air  bound  fur,  an'  when  he'll  kem  back. 
He  mouglit  git  hurt  some  ways  roun'  that 
thar  fire — git  overtook  by  it,  mebbe." 

"Ef  he  war  roasted,  'twould  be  mighty 
peaceful  round  in  Lonesome,"  the  old 
crone  exclaimed,  rancorously. 

Her  daughter  stood  for  a  moment  with 
the  bar  of  the  door  in  her  hand,  still  gazing 
out  at  the  flare  in  the  sky.  The  unw^ont- 
ed  emotion  had  conjured  a  change  in  the 
stereotyped  patience  in  her  face  —  even 
anxiety,  even  the  acuteness  of  fear,  seem- 
ed a  less  pathetic  expression  than  that 
meek  monotony  bespeaking  a  broken  spir- 
it. As  she  lifted  her  eyes  to  the  mount- 
ain, one  might  wonder  to  see  that  they 
were  so  blue.  In  the  many  haggard  lines 
drawn  upon  her  face,  the  effect  of  the 
straight  lineaments  was  lost;  but  just 
now,  embellished  with  a  flush,  she  looked 
young — as  young  as  her  years. 

As  she  buttoned  the  door  and  put  up 
thebar,her  mother's  attention  v/as  caught 
by  the  change.  Peering  at  her  critically, 
and  shading  her  eyes  with  her  hand  from 
the  uncertain  flicker  of  the  tallow  dip,  she 
broke  out,  passionately:  "Wa'al,  Madeli- 
ny,  who  would  ever  hev  thought  ez  yer 
cake  would  be  all  dough?  Sech  a  laf!in', 
plump,  spry  gal  ez  ye  useter  be — fur  all 
the  worl'  like  a  fresky  young  deer!  An' 
sech  a  pack  o'  men  ez  ye  hed  the  ch'ice 
amongst!  An'  ter  pick  out  Tobe  Gryce 
an'  marry  him,  an'  kem  'way  down  hyar 
ter  live  along  o'  him  in  Lonesome  Cove!" 

She  chuckled  aloud,  not  that  she  relish- 
ed her  mirth,  but  the  harlequinade  of  fate 
constrained  a  laugh  for  its  antics.  The 
words  recalled  the  past  to  Madeline;  it 
rose  visibly  before  her.  She  had  had 
scant  leisure  to  reflect  that  her  life  might 
have  been  ordered  differently.  In  her 
widening  eyes  were  new  depths,  a  vague 
terror,  a  wild  speculation,  all  struck  aghast 
by  its  own  temerity. 

"Ye  never  said  nuthin  ter  hender,"  she 
faltered. 


' '  I  never  kno wed  Tobe,  sca'cely.  How's 
en ny body  goin'  ter  know  a  man  ez  lived 
'way  off  dowji  hyar  in  Lonesome  Cove  ?" 
her  mother  retorted,  acridly,  on  the  defen- 
sive. "He  never  courted  me,  nohows. 
All  the  word  he  gin  me  war,  '  Howdy,'  an' 
I  gin  him  no  less." 

There  was  a  pause. 

Madeline  knelt  on  the  hearth.  Sho 
placed  together  the  broken  chunks,  and 
fanned  the  flames  with  a  turkey  wing. 
"I  won't  kiver  the  fire  yit,"  she  said, 
thoughtfully.  "He  mought  be  chilled 
when  he  gits  home." 

The  feathery  flakes  of  the  ashes  flew; 
they  caught  here  and  there  in  her  brown 
hair.  The  blaze  flared  up,  and  flickered 
over  her  flushed,  pensive  face  and  glowed 
in  her  large  and  brilliant  eyes. 

' '  Tobe  said  '  Howdy, '  "  her  mother  bick- 
ered on.  "I  knowed  by  that  ez  he  hed 
the  gift  o'  speech,  but  he  spent  no  mo' 
words  on  me."  Then,  suddenly:  "I  war 
a  fool,  though,  ter  gin  my  corn  sent  ter  yer 
marryin'  him,  bein'  ez  ye  war  the  only 
child  I  hed,  an'  I  knowed  I'd  hev  ter  live 
with  ye  'way  down  hyar  in  Lonesome 
Cove.  I  wish  now  ez  ye  hed  abided  by 
yer  fust  ch'ice,  an'  married  Luke  Todd." 

Madeline  looked  up  with  a  gathering 
frowm.  "I  hev  no  call  ter  spen'  words 
'bout  Luke  Todd,"  she  said,  with  dignity, 
"  ez  me  an'  him  are  both  married  ter  other 
folks." 

"I  never  said  ye  hed,"  hastily  replied 
the  old  woman,  rebuked  and  embarrassed. 
Presently,  however,  her  vagrant  specula- 
tion went  recklessly  on.  "  Though  ez  ter 
Luke's  marryin',  'tain't  wuth  while  ter  set 
store  on  sech.  The  gal  he  found  over 
thar  in  Big  Fox  Valley  favors  ye  ez  close 
ez  two  black-eyed  peas.  That's  why  he 
married  her.  She  looks  percisely  like  ye 
useter  look.  An'  she  laffs  the  same.  An' 
I  reckon  she  'ain't  hed  no  call  ter  quit 
laffln',  'kase  he  air  a  powerful  easy-goin' 
man.  Leastways  he  useter  be  when  we- 
uns  knowed  him." 

"That  ain't  no  sign,"  said  Madeline. 
"  A  saafter-spoken  body  I  never  seen  than 
Tobe  war  when  he  fust  kem  a-courtin' 
round  the  settlemint." 

"Sech  ez  that  ain't  goin'  ter  las'  no- 
ways," dryly  remarked  the  philosopher 
of  the  chimney-corner. 

This  might  seem  rather  a  reflection 
upon  the  courting  gentry  in  general  than 
a  personal  observation.  But  Madeline's 
consciousness  lent  it  point. 
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"  Laws-a-niassy,''  slie  said,  ''Tobe  ain't 
so  i-ainpag-ious.  noliows,  ez  folks  make 
him  out.  He  air  toler'ble  peaceable,  coni- 
sideriii'  ez  nobody  liev  ever  bed  gv'it 
enough  ter  make  a  stand  agin  him,  'thout 
'twar  tlie  Gunnel  tliar/' 

She  glanced  around  at  the  little  girl's 
face  framed  in  the  frill  of  her  night-cap, 
and  peaceful  and  infantile  as  it  lay  on  the 
pillow. 

'*  Whenst  the  Gunnel  war  born,''  Mad- 
eline went  on,  languidly  reminiscent, 
"Tobe  war  powerful  outed  'kase  she  war 
a  gal.  I  reckon  ye  'members  ez  how  he 
said  he  bed  no  use  for  sech  cattle  ez  that. 
An'  when  she  tuk  sick  he  'lowed  he  seen 
no  dilfer.  '  Jes  ez  well  die  ez  live,'  ez  he 
said.  An'  bein'  ailin',  the  Gunnel  tuk  it 
inter  her  head  ter  holler.  Sech  hollerin' 
we-uns  bed  never  hearn  Avitli  none  o'  the 
t'other  chil'ren.  The  boys  war  nowhar. 
But  a-fust  it  never  'sturbed  Tobe.  He  jes 
yelled  out  same  ez  he  useter  do  at  the 
tothers,  '  Shet  up.  ye  pop-eyed  buzzard !' 
Wa'al,  sir,  the  Gunnel  jes  blinked  at  him, 
an'  braced  herself  ez  stiff,  an'  yelled!  I 
'lowed  'twould  take  off  the  roof.  An' 
Tobe  said  he'd  wring  her  neck  ef  she 
warn't  so  mewlin' -lookin'  an'  peaked. 
An'  he  tuk  her  up  an'  walked  across  the 
floor  with  her,  an'  she  shet  up ;  an'  he  walk- 
ed back  agin,  an'  she  staid  shet  up.  Ef 
he  sot  down  fur  a  minit,  she  yelled  so  ez 
ye'd  think  ye'd  be  deef  fur  life,  an'  ye 
'most  hoped  ye  would  be.  So  Tobe  war 
obleeged  ter  tote  her  agin  ter  git  shet  o' 
the  noise.  He  got  started  on  that  thar 
'  forced  march,'  ez  he  calls  it,  an'  he  never 
could  git  off'n  it.  Trot  he  must  when 
the  Gunnel  pleased.  He  'lowed  she  re- 
minded him  o'  that  thar  old  Gunnel  that 
he  sarved  under  in  the  wars.  Ef  it  kill- 
ed the  regiment,  he  got  thar  on  time. 
Sence  then  the  Gunnel  jes  gins  Tobe  her 
orders,  an'  he  moseys  ter  do  'em  quick, 
jes  like  he  \var  obleeged  ter  obey.  I 
b'lieve  he  air,  somehows.'' 

"Wa'al,  some  day,"  said  the  disaffected 
old  woman,  assuming  a  port  of  prophetic 
wisdom,  "Tobe  will  find  a  differ.  Thar 
ain't  no  man'so  headin'  ez  don't  git  treat- 
ed with  perslimness  by  somebody  some 
time.  I  knowed  a  man  wunst  ez  owned 
fower  horses  an'  cattle  -  critters  quarry- 
spondin',  an'  he  couldn't  prove  ez  he  war 
too  old  ter  be  summonsed  ter  work  on  the 
road,  an'  war  fined  by  the  overseer  'cord- 
in'  ter  law.  Tobe  will  git  his  wheel  scotch- 
ed yit,  sure  ez  ye  air  born.     Somebody  be- 


sides the  Gunnel  will  skeer  up  grit  enough 
ter  make  a  stand  agin  him.  I  don'  know 
how  other  men  kin  sleep  o'  nigbt,  knowin' 
how  he  be  always  darin'  folks  ter  differ 
with  him,  an'  how  brigaty  he  be.  The  Bible 
'pears  ter  me  ter  hev  Tobe  in  special  mind 
when  it  gits  ter  mournin'  'bout'n  the  stiff- 
necked  ones." 

The  spirited  young  mare  that  the  ran- 
ger rode  strove  to  assert  herself  against 
him  now  and  then,  as  she  went  at  a  break- 
neck speed  along  the  sandy  bridle-path 
through  the  woods.  How  was  she  to 
know  that  the  white-wanded  young  wil- 
low by  the  Avay-side  was  not  some  spirit- 
ual manifestation  as  it  suddenly  material- 
ized in  a  broken  beam  from  a  rift  in  tlie 
clouds?  But  as  she  reared  and  plunged, 
she  felt  his  heavy  hand  and  his  heavy 
heel,  and  so.  forward  again  at  a  steady 
pace.  The  forests  served  to  screen  the 
strange  light  in  the  sky,  and  the  lonely 
road  was  dark,  save  where  the  moonbeam 
was  splintered  and  the  mists  loitered. 

Presently  there  were  cinders  flying  in 
the  breeze,  a  smell  of  smoke  i)ervaded  the 
air,  and  the  ranger  forgot  to  curse  the 
mare  when  she  stumbled. 

"I  wonder,"  he  muttered,  "what  them 
no  'count  half-livers  o'  town  folks  hev  hed 
the  insurance  ter  let  ketch  afire  thar  ?" 

The  infirmities  of  his  pronunciation 
must  be  duly  considered;  he  was  not  suf- 
ficiently sophisticated  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  insuraii,ce  before  letting  things 
catch  fire. 

As  he  neared  the  brink  of  the  mount- 
ain he  saw  a  dense  column  of  smoke 
against  the  sky,  and  a  break  in  the  woods 
showed  the  little  town — the  few  log  houses, 
the  "gyarden  spots"  about  them,  and  in 
the  centre  of  the  Square  a  great  mass  of 
coals,  a  flame  flickering  here  and  there, 
two  gaunt  and  tottering  chimneys  where 
once  the  court-house  had  stood.  At  some 
distance — for  the  heat  was  still  intense— 
were  grouped  the  slouching,  spiritless  fig- 
ures of  the  mountaineers.  On  the  porches 
of  the  houses,  plainly  visible  in  the  un- 
wonted red  glow,  were  knots  of  women 
and  children — here  and  there  a  brat  in  the 
scantiest  of  raiment  ran  nimbly  in  and 
out.  The  clouds  still  borrowed  the  light 
from  below,  and  the  solemn  leafless  woods 
on  one  side  were  outlined  distinctly  against 
the  reflection  in  the  skj^  The  flare  show- 
ed, too,  the  abrupt  x^recipice  on  the  other 
side,  the  abysmal  gloom  of  the  valley,  the 
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austere  summit-line  of  the  mountain  be- 
yond, and  gave  the  dark  mysteries  of  the 
night  a  sombre  revelation,  as  in  visible 
blackness  it  filled,  the  illimitable  space. 

The  little  mare  was  badly  blown  as  the 
ranger  sprang-  to  the  ground.  He  himself 
was  panting  with  amaze  and  eagerness. 

"The  stray-book !"  he  cried.  "  Whar's 
the  stray-book?" 

One  by  one  the  slow  group  turned,  all 
looking  at  him  with  a  peering  expression 
as  lie  loomed  distorted  through  the  shim- 
mer of  the  heat  above  the  bed  of  live  coals 
and  the  hovering  smoke. 

"  Whar's  the  stray-book  ?"  he  reiterated, 
imperiously. 

"Whar's  the  court-house,  I  reckon  ye 
mean  ter  say,"  replied  the  sheriff — a  bui^ly 
mountaineer  in  brown  jeans  and.  high 
boots  on  which  the  spurs  jingled;  for  in 
his  excitement  he  had  put  them  on  as  me- 
chanically as  his  clothes,  as  if  they  were 
an  essential  part  of  his  attire. 

"Naw,  I  ain't  meanin'  ter  say  whar's 
the  court-house,"  said  the  ranger,  coming 
up  close,  with  the  red  glow  of  the  fire  on 
his  face,  and  his  eyes  fl.ashing  under  the 
broad,  brim  of  his  wool  hat.  He  had  a 
threatening  aspect,  and  his  elongated  shad- 
ow, following  him  and  repeating  the  men- 
ace of  his  attitude,  seemed  to  back  him  up. 
"Ye  air  sech  a  triflin',  slack-twisted  tribe 
hyar  in  town,  ez  ennybody  would  know 

a  spark  cotched  fire  ter  suthin,  ye'd  set 
an^'^^Ujck  yer  paws,  an'  eye  it  till  it  boda- 
ciously  burnt  up  the  court-house — sech  a 
dad-burned  lazy  set  o'  half-livers  ye  be! 
I  never  axed  'bout'n  the  court-house.  I 
want  ter  know  whar's  that  thar  stray- 
book,"  he  concluded,  inconsequently. 

"  Tobe  Gryce,  ye  air  fairly  demented," 
exclaimed  the  register — a  chin- whiskered, 
grizzled  old  fellow,  sitting  on  a  stump  and 
hugging  his  knee  with  a  desolate,  be- 
reaved look — ' '  talkin'  'bout  the  stray-hook^ 
an'  all  the  records  gone !  What  will  folks 
do  'bout  thar  deeds,  an'  mortgages,  an'  sech  ? 
An'  that  thar  keerful  index  ez  I  hed  made 
— ez  straight  ez  a  string — all  cinders!" 

He  shook  his  head,  a  forlorn  masculine 
Rachel,  mourning  alike  for  the  party  of 
the  first  part  and  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  and  the  vestiges  of  all  that  they  had 
agreed  together. 

"An'  ye  ter  kem  mopin'  hyar  this  time 
o'  night  arter  the  stray -hook  P'  said  the 
sheriff.  "  Shucks !"  And  he  turned  aside 
and.  spat  disdainfully  on  the  ground. 

"I  want  that  thar  stray-book!"  cried 


Gryce,  indignantly.  "Ain't  nobody  seen 
it  ?"  Then  realizing  the  futility  of  the 
question,  he  yielded  to  a  fresh  burst  of  an- 
ger, and  turned  upon  the  bereaved,  regis- 
ter. "An'  did  ye  jes  set  thar  an'  say, 
'  Good  Mister  Fire, don't  burn  the  records; 
what  '11  folks  do  'bout  thar  deeds  an'  sech?' 
an'  hold  them  claws  o'  yourn,  an'  see  the 
court-house  burn  up,  with  that  thar  stray- 
book  in  it  ?" 

Half  a  dozen  men  spoke  up.  "The  fire 
tuk  inside,  an'  the  court-house  war  haffen 
gone  'fore  'twar  seen,"  said  one,  in  sulky 
extenuation . 

' '  Leave  Tobe  be — let  him  jaw  !"  said 
another,  cavalierly. 

"Tobe  'pears  ter  be  spilin  fur  a  fight," 
said  a  third,  impersonally,  as  if  to  direct 
the  attention  of  any  belligerent  in  the 
group  to  the  opportunity. 

The  register  had  an  expression  of  slow 
cunning  as  he  cast  a  glance  up  at  the 
overbearing  ranger. 

"What  ailed  the  stray-book  ter  bide 
hyar  in  the  court-house  all  night,  Tobe  ? 
Couldn't  ye  gin  it  house-room?  Thar 
warn't  no  special  need  fur  it  to  be  hyar." 

Tobe  Gryce's  face  showed  that  for  once 
he  w^as  at  a  loss.  He  glowered  down  at 
the  register  and  said  nothing. 

"Ez  ter  me,"  resumed  that  worthy, 
"by  the  law  o'  the  land  my  books  war 
obligated  ter  be  thar."  He  quoted  mourn- 
fully, "  '  shall  at  all  times  be  and  remain 
in  his  office.' " 

He  gathered  up  his  knee  again  and  sub- 
sided into  silence. 

All  the  freakish  spirits  of  the  air  were 
a-loose  in  the  wind.  In  fitful  gusts  they 
rushed  up  the  gorge,  and  suddenly  the 
boughs  would  fall  still  again,  and  one 
could  hear  the  eerie  rout  a-rioting  far  off 
down  the  valley.  Now  and  then  the  glow 
of  the  fire  would  deepen,  the  coals  trem- 
ble, and  with  a  gleaming  fibrous  swirl, 
like  a  garment  of  flames,  a  sudden  anima- 
tion Avould  sweep  over  it,  as  if  an  appari- 
tion had  passed,  leaving  a  line  of  flj^ing 
coals  to  mark  its  trail. 

"I'm  goin'  home,"  drawled  Tobe  Gryce 
presently.  ' '  I  don't  keer  a  frog's  toe-nail 
ef  the  whole  settlemint  burns  bodaciously 
up;  'tain't  nuthin  ter  me.  I  hev  never 
hankered  ter  live  in  towns  an'  git  tuk  up 
with  town  ways,  an'  set  an'  view  the  court- 
house like  the  apple  o'  my  eye.  We-uns 
don't  ketch  fire  down  in  the  Cove,  though 
mebbe  we  ain't  so  peart  ez  folks  ez  herd  ter- 
gether  like  sheep  an'  sech." 
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The  footfalls  of  the  little  black  mare 
annotated  the  silence  of  the  place  as  he 
rode  away  into  the  darkling"  woods.  The 
groups  gradually  disappeared  from  the 
porches.  The  few  voices  that  sounded  at 
long  intervals  were  low  and  drowsy.  The 
red  fire  smouldered  in  the  centre  of  the 
place,  and  sometimes  about  it  appeared  so 
doubtful  a  shadow  that  it  could  hardl\^ 
argue  substance.  Far  away  a  dog  barked, 
and  then  was  still. 

Presently  the  great  mountains  loom  ag- 
gressively along  the  horizon.  The  black 
ab3\sses,  the  valleys  and  coves,  show  dun- 
colored  verges  and  grow  gradually  dis- 
tinct, and  on  the  slopes  tbe  ash  and  the 
pine  and  the  oak  are  all  lustrous  with  a 
silver  rime.  The  mists  are  rising,  a  wind 
springs  up,  the  clouds  set  sail,  and  a  beam 
slants  higli. 

"What  I  want  ter  know,"  said  a  mount- 
aineer newly  arrived  on  the  scene,  sitting 
on  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and  dan- 
gling his  long  legs  over  the  depths  be- 
neath, "air  how  do  folks  ez  live  'way 
down  in  Lonesome  Cove,  an'  who  nobody 
knowed  nuthin  about  noways,  ever  git 
'lected  ranger  o'  the  county  ennyhow.  I 
ain't  s'prised  none  ter  hear  'bout  Tobe 
Gryce's  goin's-on  hyar  las'  night.  I  hev 
looked  fur  more'n  that." 

"  Wa'al,  I'll  tell  ye,"  replied  the  regis- 
ter. '  Nuthin  but  favoritism  in  the  county 
court.  Ranger  air  'lected  by  the  jestices. 
Ye  know,"  he  added,  vainglorious  of  his 
own  tenure  of  office  by  the  acclaiming 
voice  of  the  sovereign  people,  "ranger  ain't 
'lected,  like  the  register,  by  pop'lar  vote." 

A  slow  smoke  still  wreathed  upward 
from  the  charred  ruins  of  the  court-house. 
Gossiping  groups  stood  here  and  there, 
mostly  the  jeans-clad  mountaineers,  but 
there  were  a  few  who  wore  ' '  store  clothes," 
being  lawyers  from  more  sophisticated  re- 
gions of  the  circuit.  Court  had  been  in 
session  the  previous  day.  The  jury,  serv- 
ing in  a  criminal  case — still  strictly  segre- 
gated, and  in  charge  of  an  officer — were 
walking  about  wearily,  waiting  with  what 
patience  they  might  their  formal  dis- 
charge. 

The  sheriff's  dog,  a  great  yellow  cur, 
trotted  in  the  rear.  When  the  officer 
was  first  elected,  this  animal,  observing 
the  change  in  his  master's  habits,  de- 
duced his  own  conclusions.  He  seemed 
to  think  the  court-house  belonged  to  the 
sheriff,  and  thenceforward  guarded  the 


door  with  snaps  and  growls:  being  a  for- 
midable brute,  his  idiosyncrasies  invested 
the  getting  into  and  getting  out  of  law  with 
abnormal  difficulties.  Now.  as  he  follow- 
ed the  disconsolate  jury,  he  bore  the  vigi- 
lant mien  with  which  he  foi*merly  drove 
up  the  cows,  and  if  a  juror  loitered  or 
stepped  aside  from  the  path,  the  dog  made 
a  slow  detour  as  if  to  round  him  in,  and 
the  melancholy  cortege  wandered  on  as 
before.  More  than  one  looked  wistfully 
at  the  group  on  the  crag,  for  it  was  distin- 
guished by  that  sprightly  interest  which 
scandal  excites  so  readily. 

"Ter  my  way  of  thinkin',"  drawled  Sam 
Peters,  swinging  his  feet  over  the  giddy 
depths  of  the  valley,  "Tobe  ain't  sech  ez 
oughter  be  set  over  the  county  ez  a  ranger, 
noways.  'Peai's  not  ter  me,  an'  I  hev  been 
keepin'  my  eye  on  him  mighty  sharp." 

A  shadow  fell  among  the  group,  and  a 
man  sat  down  on  a  bowlder  hard  by.  He, 
too,  had  just  arrived,  being  lured  to  the 
town  by  the  news  of  the  fire.  His  slide 
had  been  left  at  the  \ovgG  of  the  clearing, 
and  one  of  the  oxen  had  already  lain  down ; 
the  other,  although  hampered  by  the  yoke 
thus  diagonally  displaced,  stood  medita- 
tively gazing  at  the  distant  blue  mount- 
ains. Their  master  nodded  a  slow,  grave 
salutation  to  the  group,  produced  a  plug 
of  tobacco,  gnawed  a  fragment  from  it, 
and  restored  it  to  his  pocket.  He  had  a 
pensive  face,  with  an  expression  which 
in  a  man  of  wider  culture  we  should  dis- 
criminate as  denoting  sensibility.  He 
had  long  yellow  hair  that  hung  down  to 
his  shoulders,  and  a  tangled  yellow  beard. 
There  was  something  at  once  wistful  and 
searching  in  his  gi*aj^  eyes,  dull  enough  too, 
at  times.  He  lifted  them  heavily, and  they 
had  a  drooping  lid  and  lash.  There  seem- 
ed an  odd  incongruity  between  this  sensi- 
tive weary  face  and  his  stalwart  phj'sique. 
He  was  tall  and  well  proportioned.  A  lea- 
ther belt  girded  his  brown  jeans  coat.  The 
ends  of  his  trousers  were  stuffed  into  great 
cowhide  boots.  His  pose,  as  he  leaned  on 
the  rock,  had  a  muscular  picturesqueness. 

"Who  be  ye  a-talkin'  about?"  be 
drawled. 

Peters  relished  his  opportunity.  He 
laughed  in  a  distorted  fashion,  his  pipe- 
stem  held  between  his  teeth. 

^'You-iins  ain't  wantin'  ter  swop  lies 
'bout  sech  ez  him,  Luke !  We  war  a-talkin' 
'bout  TobeGryce." 

The  color  flared  into  the  new-comer's 
face.     A  sudden  animation  fired  his  eye. 


'WAY  DOWN  IN  LONESOME  COVE. 
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*'Tobe  Gryce  air  jes  the  man  I'm  al- 
ways wantin'  ter  hear  a  word  about.  Jes 
perceed  with  yer  rat-killin'.  I'm  with  ye." 
And  Luke  Todd  placed  his  elbows  on  his 
knees  and  leaned  forward  with  an  air  of 
attention. 

Peters  looked  at  him,  hardly  compre- 
hending this  ebullition.  It  was  not  what 
he  had  expected  to  elicit.  No  one  laughed.' 
His  fleer  was  wide  of  the  mark. 

"  Wa'al"  —  he  made  another  effort — 
"  Tobe,  we  war  jes  sayin',  ain't  fitten  fur 
ter  be  ranger  o'  the  county.  He  be  ez 
peart  in  gittin'  ter  own  other  folkses'  stray 
cattle  ez  he  war  in  courtin'  other  folkses' 
sweetheart,  an',  ef  the  truth  mus'  be  know- 
ed,  in  marryin'  her."  He  suddenly  twisted 
round,  in  some  danger  of  falling  from  his 
perch.  ' '  I  want  ter  ax  one  o'  them  thar  big- 
headed  lawyers  a  question  on  a  p'int  o' 
law,"  he  broke  off  abruptly. 

"What  be  Tobe  Gryce  a-doin'  of  now  ?" 
asked  Luke  Todd,  with  eager  interest  in 
the  subject. 

"  Wa'al,"  resumed  Peters,  nowise  loath 
to  return  to  the  gossip,  ' '  Tobe,  ye  see,  air 
the  ranger  o'  this  hyar  county,  an'  by  law 
all  the  stray  horses  ez  air  tuk  up  by  folks 
hev  ter  be  reported  ter  him,  an'  appraised 
by  two  householders,  an'  swore  to  afore 
the  magistrate  an'  be  advertised  by  the 
ranger,  an'  ef  they  ain't  claimed  'fore 
twelve  months,  the  taker-up  kin  pay  into 
the  county  treasury  one  -  haffen  the  ap- 
praisement an'  hev  the  critter  fur  his'n. 
An'  the  owner  can't  prov^e  it  away  arter 
that." 

"Thanky,"  said  Luke  Todd,  dryly. 
"S'pose  ye  teach  yer  gran'mammy  ter 
suck  aigs.     I  knowed  all  that  afore." 

Peters  was  abashed,  and  with  some  dif- 
ficulty collected  himself. 

''  An'  I  knowed  ye  knowed  it,  Luke,"  he 
hastily  conceded.  "  But  hyar  be  what  I'm 
a-lookin'  at — the  law  'ain't  got  no  per  vision 
fur  a  stray  horse  ez  kem  of  a  dark  night, 
'thout  nobody's  percuremint,  ter  the  ran- 
ger's own  house.  Now,  the  p'int  o'  law  ez 
I  wanted  ter  ax  the  lawyers  'bout  air  this 
— kin  the  ranger  be  the  ranger  an'  the 
taker-up  too  ?" 

He  turned  his  eyes  upon  the  great  land- 
scape lying  beneath,  flooded  with  the  chill 
matutinal  sunshine,  and  flecked  here  and 
there  with  the  elusive  shadows  of  the  fleecy 
drifting  clouds.  Far  away  the  long  hori- 
zontal lines  of  the  wooded  spurs,  conver- 
ging on  either  side  of  the  valley  and  rising 
one  behind   the   other,  wore  a  subdued 


azure,  all  unlike  the  burning  blue  of  sum- 
mer, and  lay  along  the  calm,  passionless 
sky,  that  itself  was  of  a  dim,  repressed  tone. 
On  the  slopes  nearer,  the  leafless  boughs, 
massedtogether.hadpurplish-garnetdepths 
of  color  wherever  the  sunshine  struck 
aslant,  and  showed  richly  against  the  faint- 
ly tinted  horizon.  Here  and  there  among 
the  boldly  jutting  gray  crags  hung  an  ever- 
green vine,  and  from  a  gorge  on  the  oppo- 
site mountain  gleamed  a  continuous  flash, 
like  the  waving  of  a  silver  plume,  where  a 
cataract  sprang  down  the  rocks.  In  the 
depths  of  the  valley,  a  field  in  which  crab- 
grass  had  grown  in  the  place  of  the  har- 
vested wheat  showed  a  tiny  square  of  palest 
yellow,  and  beside  it  a  red  clay  road,  run- 
ning over  a  hill,  was  visible.  Above  all 
a  hawk  was  flying. 

"Afore  the  winter  fairly  set  in  las'  year," 
Peters  resumed,  presently,  "  a  stray  kem  ter 
Tobe's  house.  He  'lowed  ter  me  ez  he  fund 
her  a-standin'  by  the  fodder-stack  a-pullin' 
off 'n  it.  An'  he  'quired  round,  an'  he  never 
hearn  o'  no  owner.  I  reckon  he  never  axed 
outside  o'  Lonesome,"  he  added,  cynically. 
He  puffed  industriously  at  his  pipe  for  a 
few  moments;  then  continued:  "  Wa'al, 
he  'lowed  he  couldn't  feed  the  critter  fur 
fun.  An'  he  couldn't  work  her  till  she 
war  appraised  an'  sech,  that  bein'  agin 
the  law  fur  strays.  So  he  jes  ondertook 
ter  be  ranger  an'  taker-up  too — the  bang- 
edest  consarn  in  the  kentiy !  Ef  the  leetle 
mare  hed  been  wall-eyed,  or  lame,  or  enny- 
thing,  he  wouldn't  hev  wanted  ter  be  ran- 
ger an'  taker-up  too.  But  she  air  the  peart- 
est  little  beastis — she  war  jes  bridle- wise 
when  she  fust  kem — young  an'  spry !" 

Luke  Todd  was  about  to  ask  a  question, 
but  Peters,  disregarding  him,  persisted: 

"Wa'al,  Tobe  tuk  up  the  beastis,  an'  I 
reckon  he  reported  her  ter  hisself,  bein' 
the  ranger — the  critter  makes  me  laff — 
an'  he  hed  that  thar  old  haffen-blind  un- 
cle o'  his'n  an'  Perkins  Bates,  ez  be  never 
sober,  ter  appraise  the  vally  o'  the  mare, 
an'  I  s'pose  he  delivered  thar  certificate  ter 
hisself,  an'  I  reckon  he  tuk  oath  that  she 
kem  'thout  his  procuremmf  ter  his  place, 
in  the  presence  o'  the  ranger." 

"I  reckon  thar  ain't  no  law  agin  the 
ranger's  bein'  a  ranger  an'  a  taker-up  too," 
put  in  one  of  the  by-standers.  'Tain't 
like  a  sher'ff's  buyin'  at  his  own  sale. 
An'  he  hed  ter  pay  haffen  her  vally  into 
the  treasury  o'  the  county  arter  twelve 
months,  ef  the  owner  never  proved  her 
away." 
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"Tliar  ain't  no  sif^n  lie  ever  paid  a  cent," 
said  Peters,  witli  a  nialicioiis  grin,  pointing 
at  tlie  charred  remains  of  the  court-house, 
''an'  the  treasurer  air  jes  dead.'' 

"  Wa'al,  Tobe  lied  ter  make  a  report  ter 
the  jedge  o'  the  county  court  every  six 
months." 

"The  ])apers  of  his  oflice  air  cinders," 
retorted  Peters. 

"Wa'al,  then,"  argued  the  optimist, 
"the  stray-book  will  show  ez  she  war  re- 
poi-tinl  an'  sech.'' 

"The  ranger  took  mighty  ])artic'lar 
pains  ter  hev  his  stray-book  in  that  thar 
court-house  when  'twar  burnt." 

There  was  along  pause  while  the  party 
sat  ruminating  upon  the  suspicions  thus 
suggested. 

Luke  Todd  heard  them,  not  without  a 
thrill  of  satisfaction.  He  found  them  easy 
to  adopt.  And  he,  too,  had  a  disposition 
to  theorize. 

"  It  takes  a  mighty  mean  man  ter  steal 
a  horse,"  he  said.  "Steal in'  a  horse  air 
powerful  close  ter  murder.  Folkses'  lives 
fairly  depend  on  a  horse  ter  work  thar 
corn  an'  sech,  an'  make  a  support  fur  'em. 
I  hev  knowed  folks  ter  kem  mighty  close 
ter  starvin'  through  hevin  thar  horse 
stole.  Why,  even  that  thar  leetle  iilly 
of  our'n,  though  she  hedn't  been  fairly 
bruk  ter  the  plough,  war  mightily  missed. 
We-nns  hed  ter  make  out  with  the  old  sor- 
rel, ez  air  nigli  fourteen  year  old,  ter  work 
the  crap,  an'  we  war  powerful  disa])p'int- 
cd.  But  we  ain't  never  fund  no  trace  o' 
the  filly  sence  she  war  tolled  off  one  niglit 
las'  fall  a  year  ago." 

The  hawk  and  its  winged  shadow  disap- 
peared together  in  the  dense  glooms  of  a 
deep  gorge.  Luke  Todd  watched  them  as 
they  vanished. 

Suddenly  he  lifted  his  eyes.  They  w^ere 
wide  with  a  new  speculation.  An  angry 
flare  blazed  in  them.  "  Whatsort'n  beastis 
is  this  hyar  mare  ez  the  ranger  tuk  up  ?" 
he  asked. 

Peters  looked  at  him,  hardly  compre- 
hending his  tremor  of  excitement.  ' '  Seems 
sorter  sizable,"  he  replied,  sibilantly,  suck- 
ing his  pipe-stem.     . 

Todd  nodded  meditatively  several  times, 
leaning  his  elbows  on  his  knees,  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  landscape.  "Hev  she  got 
enny  partic'lar  marks,  ez  ye  knows  on?" 
he  di'awled. 

"  Wa'al,  she  be  ez  black  ez  a  crow,  with 
the  nigh  fore-foot  white.  An'  she  hev 
got  a  wiiite  star  spang  in  the  middle  o'  her 


fcn'chead,  an'  the  left  side  o'  her  nozzle  is 
white  too." 

Todd  rose  suddenly  to  his  feet.  "By 
gum!"  he  cried,  with  a  burst  of  passion, 
".slie  air  my  iilly!  An'  'twar  that  thar 
durned  horse-thief  of  a  ranger  ez  tolled 
her  ott'!'' 

Deep  among  the  wooded  spurs  Lone- 
some Cove  nestles,  sequestered  from  tlie 
world.  Naught  emigrates  thence  exce))t 
an  importunate  stream  that  foi'ces  its  way 
through  a  rocky  gaj),  and  so  to  freedom 
beyond.  No  stranger  intrudes;  only  the 
moon  looks  in  once  in  a  while.  The  roam- 
ing wind  may  explore  its  solitudes;  and 
it  is  but  the  vertical  sun  that  strikes  to  the 
heart  of  the  little  basin,  because  of  the 
massive  mountains  that  wall  it  round  and 
serve  to  isolate  it.  So  nearly  do  tliey  meet 
at  the  gap  that  one  great  assertive  crag, 
beetling  far  above,  intercepts  the  view  of 
the  wide  landscape  beyond,  leaving  its 
substituted  profile  jaggedly  serrating  the 
changing  sky.  Above  it,  when  the  wea- 
ther is  fair,  appear  vague  blue  lines,  dis- 
tant mountain  summits,  cloud  strata,  vi- 
sions. Below  its  jutting  verge  may  be 
caught  glimpses  of  the  widening  valley 
without.  But  pre-eminent,  gaunt,  sombre, 
it  sternly  dominates  "  Lonesome,"  and  is 
the  salient  feature  of  the  little  world  it 
limits. 

Tobe  Gryce's  house,  gray,  weather-beat- 
en, moss  grown,  had  in  comparison  an 
ephemeral,  modern  aspect.  For  a  hun- 
dred years  its  inmates  had  come  and  gone 
and  lived  and  died.  Tiiey  took  no  heed 
of  the  crag,  but  never  a  sound  was  lost 
upon  it.  Their  drawling  iterative  speech 
the  iterative  echoes  conned.  The  ringing 
blast  of  a  horn  set  astir  some  phantom 
chase  in  the  air.  When  the  cows  came 
lowing  home,  there  were  lowing  herds  in 
viewless  company.  Even  if  one  of  the 
children  sat  on  a  rotting  log  crooning  a 
vague,  fragmentary  ditty,  some  faint- 
voiced  spirit  in  the  rock  would  sing.  Lone- 
some Cove? — home  of  invisible  throngs! 

As  the  ranger  trotted  down  the  wind- 
ing road,  the  multitudinous  hoof -beats, 
as  of  a  troop  of  cavalry,  heralded  his  ap- 
IH'oach  to  the  little  girl  who  stood  on  the 
porch  of  the  log  cabin  and  w^atched  for 
him. 

"Hy're,  Cunnel!"  he  cried,  cordially. 

But  the  little  "Colonel"  took  no  heed. 
She  looked  beyond  him  at  the  vague  blue 
mountains,  on  which  the  great  grim  rock 
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was  heavily  imposed,  ever}^  ledge,  every 
waving"  dead  crisp  weed,  distinct. 

He  noticed  tlie  smoke  curling  briskly 
up  in  the  sunshine  from  the  clay  and 
stick  chimney.  He  strode  past  her  into 
the  house,  as  Madeline,  with  all  semblance 
of  youth  faded  from  her  countenance,  hag- 
gard and  hollow-eyed  in  the  morning  light, 
was  hurrying  the  corn-dodgers  and  veni- 
son, steak  on  the  table. 

Perhaps  he  did  not  appreciate  that  the 
women  were  pining  with  curiosity,  for  he 
vouchsafed  no  word  of  the  excitements  in 
the  little  town ;  and  he  himself  was  ill  at 
ease. 

"What  ails  the  Gunnel,  Madeliny  ?"  he 
asked  presently,  glancing  up  sharply  from 
under  his  hat  brim,  and  speaking  with  his 
mouth  full. 

"  Tlie  cat  'pears  ter  hev  got  her  tongue," 
said  Madeline,  intending  the  "Colonel" 
should  hear,  and  perhaps  profit.  "She 
ain't  able  ter  talk  none  this  mornin'." 

Tlie  little  body  cast  so  frowning  a  glance 
upon  them  as  she  stood  in  the  doorway 
that  her  expression  was  but  slightly  less 
lowering  than  her  father's.  It  was  an  in- 
congruous demonstration,  with  her  infan- 
tile features,  her  little  yellow  head,  and 
the  slight  physical  force  she  represented. 
She  wore  a  blue  cotton  frock,  fastened  up 
the  back  with  great  horn  buttons ;  she  had 
on  shoes  laced  with  leather  strings;  one 
of  her  blue  woollen  stockings  fell  over 
her  ankle,  disclosing  the  pinkest  of  plump 
calves  ;  the  other  stocking  was  held  in 
place  by  an  unabashed  cotton  string.  She 
had  a  light  in  her  dark  eyes  and  a  color  in 
her  cheek,  and  albeit  so  slight  a  thing,  she 
wielded  a  strong  coercion. 

"  Laws-a-massy,  Cunnel!"  said  Tobe,  in 
a  harried  manner,  "couldn't  ye  find  me 
nowhar  ?  I'm  powerful  sorry.  I  couldn't 
git  back  hyar  no  sooner." 

But  not  in  this  wise  was  she  to  be  pla- 
cated. She  fixed  her  eyes  upon  him,  but 
made  no  sign. 

He  suddenly  rose  from  his  half-finished 
breakfast.  "Look -a- hyar,  Cunnel,"  he 
cried,  joyously,  "don't  ye  want  ter  ride 
the  filly? — ye  know  ye  hanker  ter  ride 
the  filly." 

Even  then  she  tried  to  frown,  but  the 
bliss  of  the  prospect  overbore  her.  Her 
cheek  and  chin  dimpled,  and  there  was  a 
gurgling  display  of  two  rows  of  jagged 
little  teeth  as  the  doughty  "  Colonel"  was 
swung  to  his  shoulder,  and  he  stepped  out 
of  the  door. 
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He  laughed  as  he  stood  by  the  glossy 
black  mare,  and  lifted  the  child  to  the 
saddle.  The  animal  arched  her  neck  and 
turned  her  head  and  gazed  back  at  him 
curiously.  "Hold  on  tight,  Cunnel,"  he 
said  as  he  looked  up  at  her,  his  face 
strangely  softened  almost  beyond  recog- 
nition. And  she  gurgled  and  laughed 
and  screamed  with  delight  as  he  began  to 
slowly  lead  the  mare  along. 

The  "Colonel"  had  the  gift  of  continu- 
ance. Some  time  elapsed  before  she  ex- 
hausted the  joys  of  her  exaltation.  More 
than  once  she  absolutely  refused  to  dis- 
mount. Tobe  patiently  led  the  beast  up 
and  down,  and  the  "Colonel"  rode  in 
state.  It  was  only  when  the  sun  had 
grown  high,  and  occasionally  she  was 
fain  to  lift  her  chubby  hands  to  her  eyes, 
imperiling  her  safety  on  the  saddle,  that 
he  ventured  to  seriously  remonstrate,  and 
finally  she  permitted  herself  to  be  assisted 
to  the  ground.  When,  with  the  little  girl 
at  his  heels,  he  reached  the  porch,  he  took 
off  his  hat,  and  wiped  the  perspiration 
from  his  brow  with  his  great  brown  hand. 
"I  tell  ye,  jouncin'  round  arter  the  Cun- 
nel air  powerful  hot  work,"  he  declared. 

The  next  moment  he  paused.  His  wife 
had  come  to  the  door,  and  there  was  a 
strange  expression  of  alarm  among  the 
anxious  lines  of  her  face. 

' '  Tobe, "  she  said,  in  a  bated  voice, ' '  who 
war  them  men  ?" 

He  stared  at  her,  whirled  about,  sur- 
veyed the  vacant  landscape,  and  once  more 
turned  dumfounded  toward  her.  "What 
men  ?"  he  asked. 

"Them  men  ez  acted  so  cur'ous,"  she 
said.  "I  couldn't  see  thar  faces  plain,  an' 
I  don'  know  who  they  war." 

' '  Whar  war  they  ?"  And  he  looked  over 
his  shoulder  once  more. 

"Yander  along  the  ledges  of  the  big 
rock.  Thar  war  two  of  'em,  hid  in'  ahint 
that  thar  jagged  aidge.  An'  ef  yer  back 
w^ar  turned  they'd  peep  out  at  ye  an'  the 
Cunnel  ridin'.  But  whenst  ye  w^ould  face 
round  agin,  they'd  drap  down  ahint  the 
aidge  o'  the  rock.  I  'low^ed  wunst  ez  I'd 
holler  ter  ye, but  I  w^ar  feared  ye  m oughtn't 
keer  ter  know."  Her  voice  fell  in  its  dep- 
recatory cadence. 

He  stood  in  silent  perplexity.  ' '  Ye  air 
a  fool,  Madeliny,  an'  ye  never  seen  nuthin. 
Nobody  hev  got  enny  call  ter  spy  on  me." 
He  stepped  indoors,  took  down  his  rifle 
from  the  rack, and  went  out  frowning  into 
the  sunlight. 
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Tlie  sugg"Cstion  of  mystery  anofercd  liim. 
He  liad  a  vague  sense  of  impending"  dan- 
ger. As  he  made  his  way  along  tlie  slope 
toward  the  great  beetling  crag,  all  his  fac- 
ulties were  on  the  alert.  He  saw  naught 
when  he  stood  upon  its  dark  seamed  sum- 
mit, and  he  went  cautiously  to  the  verge 
and  looked  down  at  the  many  ledges.  They 
jutted  out  at  irregular  intervals,  the  first 
only  six  feet  below,  and  all  accessible 
enough  to  an  expert  climber.  A  bush 
grew  in  a  niche.  An  empty  nest,  riddled 
by  the  ^vind,  hung  dishevelled  from  a 
twig.  Coarse  withered  grass  tufted  the 
crevices,  and  lichens  clung.  Far  below 
he  saw  the  depths  of  the  Cove  —  the 
tops  of  the  leafless  trees,  and  glimpsed 
through  the  interlacing  boughs  were  piles 
of  rocks,  the  rush  of  a  mountain  rill,  and 
a  white  flash  as  a  sunbeam  slanted  on  the 
foam. 

He  was  turning  away,  all  incredulous, 
when  with  a  sudden  start  he  looked  back. 
On  one  of  the  ledges  was  a  slight  depres- 
sion. It  was  filled  with  sand  and  earth. 
Imprinted  upon  it  was  the  shape  of  a  man's 
foot.  The  ranger  paused  and  gazed  fixedly 
at  it.  '  *  Wa'al,by  the  Lord !"  he  exclaimed, 
under  his  breath.  Presently,  "But  they 
hev  no  call  1"  he  argued.  Then  once  more, 
softly,  "  By  the  Lord  1" 

The  mystery  baffled  him.  More  than 
once  that  day  he  went  up  to  the  crag  and 
stood  and  stared  futilely  at  the  foot-print. 
Conjecture  had  license  and  limitations  too. 
As  the  hours  wore  on  he  became  harassed 
by  the  sense  of  espionage.  He  was  a  bold 
man  before  the  foes  he  knew, but  this  idea 
of  inimical  lurking,  of  furtive  scrutiny  for 
unknown  purposes, preyed  upon  him.  He 
brooded  over  it  as  he  sat  idle  by  the  fire. 
Once  he  went  to  the  door  and  stared  spec- 
ulativel}^  at  the  great  profile  of  the  cliff. 
The  sky  above  it  was  all  a  lustrous  amber, 
for  the  early  sunset  of  the  shoHest  days  of 
the  year  was  at  hand.  The  mountains, 
seen  i^artly  above  and  partly  below  it,  wore 
a  glamourous  purple.  There  were  clouds, 
and  from  their  rifts  long  divergent  lines 
of  light  slanted  down  upon  the  valley, 
distinct  among  their  shadows.  The  sun 
was  not  visible — only  in  the  western  hea- 
vens was  a  half-veiled  effulgence  too  daz- 
zlingly  w^hite  to  be  gazed  upon.  The  ran- 
ger shaded  his  eyes  with  his  hand.  No 
motion,  no  sound ;  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life  the  unutterable  loneliness  of  the  j^lace 
impressed  him. 

"  Madeliny,"  he  said,  suddenly,  looking 


over  his  shoulder  within  the  cabin,  "be 
you-uns  sure  ez  they  war— folks  f 

"I  don'  know  wliat  ye  mean,"  she  fal- 
tered, her  eves  dilated.  "  Thev  looked  like 
folks." 

"I  reckon  they  war,"  he  said,  re-assur- 
ing himself.  "The  Lord  knows  I  hope 
the}'  war." 

That  night  the  wind  rose.  The  stars  all 
seemed  to  have  burst  from  their  mooi'ings, 
and  were  wildl}'  adrift  in  the  sky.  There 
was  a  broken  tumult  of  billow}-  clouds, 
and  the  moon  tossed  hopelessly  among 
them,  a  lunar  wreck,  son)etimes  on  her 
beam  ends,  sometimes  half  submerged, 
once  more  gallantly  struggling  to  the  sur- 
face, and  again  sunk.  The  bare  boughs 
of  the  trees  beat  together  in  a  dirge-like 
monotone.  Now  and  again  a  leaf  went 
sibilantly  whistling  past.  The  wild  com- 
motion of  the  heavens  and  earth  was  visi- 
ble, for  the  night  was  not  dark.  The  ran- 
ger, standing  within  the  rude  stable  of  un- 
hewn logs,  all  undaubed,  noted  how  pale 
were  the  horizontal  bars  of  gray  light  al- 
ternating with  the  black  logs  of  the  wall. 
He  was  giving  the  mare  a  feed  of  corn, but 
he  had  not  brought  his  lantern  as  was  his 
custom.  That  mysterious  espionage  had 
in  some  sort  shaken  his  coui'jige,  and  he 
felt  the  obscurity  a  shield.  He  had  brought 
instead  his  rifie. 

The  equine  form  was  barely  visible 
among  the  glooms.  Now  and  then,  as  the 
mare  noisily  munched,  she  lifted  a  hoof 
and  struck  it  u\)on  the  ground  with  a  dull 
thud.  How  the  gusts  outside  were  swirl- 
ing up  the  gorge  I  The  pines  swayed  and 
sighed.  Again  the  boughs  of  the  chestnut- 
oak  above  the  roof  crashed  together.  Did 
a  fitful  blast  stir  tlie  door? 

He  lifted  his  eyes  mechanically.  A  cold 
thrill  ran  through  every  fibre.  For  there, 
close  by  the  door,  somebody — something — 
was  peering  through  the  space  between 
the  logs  of  the  wall.  The  face  w^as  invis- 
ible, but  the  shape  of  a  man's  head  was 
distinctly  defined.  He  realized  that  it  was 
no  supernatural  manifestation  when  a 
husky  voice  began  to  call  the  mare,  in  a 
hoarse  whisper,  "Cobe!  Cobe!  Cobe!" 
With  a  galvanic  start  he  was  about  to 
spring  forward  to  hold  the  door.  A  hand 
was  laid  upon  it. 

He  placed  the  muzzle  of  the  rifie  between 
the  logs,  a  jet  of  red  light  was  suddenly 
projected  into  the  darkness,  the  mare  w^as 
rearing  and  plunging  violently,  the  littlo 
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shanty  was  surcliarg-ecl  with  roar  and  re- 
verberation, and  far  and  wide  the  crags 
and  chasms  echoed  the  report  of  the  rifle. 

There  was  a  vague  clamor  outside,  an 
oath,  a  cry  of  pain.  Hasty  footfalls  sound- 
ed among  the  dead  leaves,  and  died  in  the 
distance. 

When  the  ranger  ventured  out  he  saw 
the  door  of  his  house  wide  open,  and  the 
fire-light  flickering  out  among  the  leafless 
bushes.  His  wife  met  him  half-way  down 
the  hill. 

"Air  ye  hurt,  Tobe  ?"  she  cried.  "Did 
yer  gun  go  off  suddint  ?" 

"  Miglity  suddint,"  he  replied,  savagely. 

"Ye  didn't  Are  it  a-purpose  ?"  she  fal- 
tered. 

"  Edzactly  so,"  he  declared. 

"Ye  never  hurt  nobody,  did  ye,  Tobe  ?" 
She  had  turned  very  pale.  "I  'lowed  it 
couldn't  be  the  wind  ez  I  hearn  a-holler- 
in'." 

"I  hopes  an'  prays  I  hurt  'em,"  he  said, 
as  he  replaced  the  rifle  in  the  rack.  He 
was  shaking  the  other  hand,  which  had 
been  jarred  in  some  way  by  the  hasty  dis- 
charge of  the  weapon.  "Some  dad-burn- 
ed horse-thief  war  arter  the  mare.  Jedg- 
in'  from  the  sound  o'  thar  runnin',  'peared 
like  to  me  ez  thar  mought  be  two  o'  'em." 

The  next  day  the  mare  disappeared  from 
the  stable.  Yet  she  could  not  be  far  off, 
for  Tobe  was  about  the  house  most  of  the 
time,  and  when  he  and  the  "Colonel"  came 
in-doors  in  the  evening  the  little  girl  held 
in  her  hand  a  half-munched  ear  of  corn, 
evidently  abstracted  from  the  mare's  sup- 
per. 

"  Whar  be  the  filly  hid,  Tobe  ?"  Made- 
line asked,  curiosity  overpowering  her. 

"Ax  me  no  questions  an'  I'll  tell  ye 
no  lies,"  he  replied,  gruffly. 

In  the  morning  there  was  a  fall  of  snow, 
and  she  had  some  doubt  whether  her  mo- 
ther, who  had  gone  several  days  before  to 
a  neighbor's  on  the  summit  of  the  range, 
would  return ;  but  presently  the  creak  of 
unoiled  axles  heralded  the  approach  of  a 
wagon,  and  soon  the  old  woman,  bundled 
in  shawls,  was  sitting  by  the  fire.  She 
wore  heavy  woollen  socks  over  her  shoes 
as  protection  against  the  snow.  The  in- 
compatibility of  the  shape  of  the  hose  with 
the  human  foot  was  rather  marked,  and 
as  they  were  somewhat  inelastic  as  well, 
there  was  a  muscular  struggle  to  get  them 
off  only  exceeded  by  the  effort  which 
had  been  required  to  get  them  on.  She 
shook  her  head  again  and  again,  with  a 


red  face,  as  she  bent  over  the  socks,  but 
plainly  more  than  this  discomfort  vexed 
her. 

"  Laws-a-massy,  Madeliny  !  I  hearn  a 
awful  tale  over  yander  'mongst  them  Jen- 
kins folks.  Ye  oughter  liev  married  Luke 
Todd,  an'  so  I  tole  ye  an'  fairly  beset  ye 
ter  do  ten  year  ago.  He  keered  fur  ye. 
An'  Tobe — shucks.!  Wa'al,  laws-a-massy, 
child!  I  hearn  a  awful  tale  'bout  Tobe  up 
yander  at  Jenkinses'." 

Madeline  colored. 

"Folks  lied  better  take  keer  how  they 
talk  'bout  Tobe,"  she  said,  with  a  touch  of 
pride.  "They  be  powerful  keerful  ter  do 
it  out'n  rifle  range." 

With  one  more  mighty  tug  the  sock 
came  off,  the  red  face  was  lifted,  and  Mrs. 
Pearce  shook  her  head  ruefully. 

"The  Bible  say  'words  air  foolishness.' 
Ye  don'  know  what  ye  air  talkin'  'bout, 
child." 

With  this  melancholy  preamble  she  de- 
tailed the  gossip  that  had  arisen  at  the 
county  town  and  pervaded  the  country- 
side. Madeline  commented,  denied,  flash- 
ed into  rage,  then  lapsed  into  silence. 
Although  it  did  not  constrain  credulity, 
there  was  something  that  made  her  afraid 
when  her  mother  said : 

"Ye  lied  better  not  be  talkin'  'bout 
rifle  range  so  brash,  Madeliny,  noliows. 
They  'lowed  ez  Luke  Tocld  an'  Sam  Peters 
kem  hyar — 'twar  jes  night  before  las' — 
aimin'  ter  take  the  mare  away  'thout  no 
words  an'  no  lawin',  'kase  they  didn't 
want  ter  wait.  Luke  lied  got  a  chance 
ter  view  the  mare,  an'  knowed  ez  she  war 
his'n.  An'  Tobe  war  hid  in  the  dark  be- 
side the  mare,  an'  fired  at  'em,  an'  the  rifle- 
ball  tuk  Sam  right  through  the  beam  o' 
his  arm.  I  reckon,  though,  ez  that  warn't 
true,  else  ye  would  hev  knowed  it." 

She  looked  up  anxiously  over  her  spec- 
tacles at  her  daughter. 

"I  hearn  Tobe  shoot,"  faltered  Made- 
line.     "  I  seen  blood  on  the  leaves." 

"Laws-a-massy !"  exclaimed  the  old  wo- 
man, irritably.  "  I  be  fairly  feared  ter 
bide  hyar;  't wouldn't  s'prise  me  none  ef 
they  kem  hyar  an'  hauled  Tobe  out  an' 
lynched  him  an'  sech,  an'  who  knows  who 
mought  git  hurt  in  the  scrimmage  ?" 

They  both  fell  silent  as  the  ranger 
strode  in.  They  would  need  a  braver 
heart  than  either  bore  to  reveal  to  him 
the  suspicions  of  horse  -  stealing  sown 
broadcast  over  the  mountain.  Madeline 
felt  that  this  in  itself  was  coercive  evi- 
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dence  of  his  innocence.      Who  dared  so 
much  as  say  a  word  to  his  face  ? 

The  weight  of  tlie  secret  asserted  itself, 
however.  As  she  Avent  ahoiit  her  accus- 
tomed tasks,  all  hereft  of  their  wonted  in- 
terest, vapid  and  hurdensome,  she  carried 
so  woe-hegone  a  face  that  it  caniiht  his 
attention,  and  he  demanded,  angrily, 

"W^hat  ails  ye  ter  look  so  durned 
peaked  ?'' 

This  did  not  ahide  long  in  his  memory, 
however,  and  it  cost  her  a  pang  to  see 
him  so  unconscious. 

She  went  out  upon  the  porch  late  that 
afternoon  to  judge  of  the  weather.  Snow 
was  falling  again.  The  distant  summits 
had  disappeared.  The  mountains  near  at 
hand  loomed  through  the  myriads  of  ser- 
ried white  flakes.  A  crow  flew  across  the 
Cove  in  its  midst.  It  heavily  thatched 
the  cabin,  and  tufts  dislodged  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  door  fell  down  upon  her  hair. 
Drifts  lay  about  the  porch.  Each  rail  of 
the  fence  was  laden.  The  ground,  the 
rocks,  were  deeply  covered.  She  reflect- 
ed with  satisfaction  that  the  red  splotch 
of  blood  on  the  dead  leaves  was  no  longer 
visible.  Then  a  sudden  idea  struck  her 
that  took  her  breath  away.  She  came  in, 
her  cheeks  flushed,  her  eyes  bright,  with 
an  excited  dubitation. 

Her  husband  commented  on  the  change. 
"Ye  air  a  powerful  cur'ous  critter.  Made- 
liny,"  he  said:  "a  while  ago  ye  looked 
some  fower  or  five  hundred  year  old — 
now  ye  favors  yerself  when  I  fust  kem 
a-courtin'  round  the  settlemint." 

She  hardly  knew  whether  the  dull  stir 
in  her  heart  were  pleasure  or  pain.  Her 
eyes  filled  with  tears,  and  the  irradiated 
iris  shone  through  them  with  a  liquid 
lustre.     She  could  not  speak. 

Her  mother  took  ephemeral  advantage 
of  his  softening  mood.  "Ye  useter  be 
mighty  perlite  and  saaft-spoken  in  them 
days,  Tobe,"  she  ventured. 

"I  bed  ter  be,"  he  admitted,  frankly, 
'"kase  thar  war  sech  a  many  o'  them 
mealy-mouthed  cusses  a-waitin'  on  Made- 
liny.  The  kentry  'peared  ter  me  ter  bris- 
tle with  Luke  Todd;  he  'minded  me  o' 
brum  sci\dge— every whar  ye  seen  his  yal- 
ler  head,  ez  homely  an'  ez  onwelcome." 

"I  never  wunst  gin  Luke  a  thought 
arter  ye  tuk  ter  comin'  round  the  settle- 
mint,"  Madelme  said,  softly. 

"  I  wisht  I  hed  knowed  that  then,"  he 
replied;  "else  I  wouldn't  hev  been  so  all- 
fired  oneasy  an'  beset.     I  wasted  mo'  time 


a-studyiii'  'bout  ye  an'  Luke  Todd  'n  ye 
war  both  wuth,  an'  went  'thout  my  vittles 
an'  sot  up  a  nights.  Ef  I  hed  spent  that 
time  a-moanin'  far  my  sins  an'  settin'  my 
soul  at  peace,  I'd  be  'quirin'  roun'  the 
throne  o'  Grace  now!  Young  folks  air 
powerful  fursaken  fools." 

Somehow  her  heart  was  warmer  for 
this  allusion.  She  was  more  hopeful. 
Her  resolve  grew  stronger  and  stronger 
as  she  sat  and  knitted,  and  looked  at  the 
fire  and  saw  among  the  coals  all  her  old 
life  at  the  settlement  newly  aglow.  She 
was  remembering  now  that  Luke  Todd 
had  been  as  wax  in  her  hands.  She  re- 
called that  when  she  was  married  there 
was  a  gleeful  "sayin'"  going  the  rounds 
of  the  mountain  that  he  had  taken  to  the 
woods  with  grief,  and  he  was  heard  of  no 
more  for  days.  The  gossips  relished  his 
despair  as  the  corollary  of  the  happy  brid- 
al. He  had  had  no  reproaches  for  lier.  He 
had  only  looked  tlie  other  way  when  they 
met,  and  she  had  not  spoken  to  him  since. 

"He  set  store  by  my  word  in  them 
days,"  she  said,  her  lips  vaguely  moving. 
"I  misdoubts  ef  he  hev  furgot.'' 

All  tiirough  the  long  hours  of  the  win- 
ter night  she  silently  canvassed  her  plan. 
The  house  was  still  noiseless  and  dark 
Avhen  she  softly  opened  the  door  and  soft- 
ly closed  it  behind  her. 

It  had  ceased  to  snow  and  the  sky  had 
cleared.  The  trees,  all  the  limbs  whiten- 
ed, were  drawn  distinctly  upon  it,  and 
through  the  boughs  overhead  a  brilliant 
star,  aloof  and  splendid,  looked  coldly 
down.  Along  the  chill  east  Orion  had 
drawn  his  glittering  blade.  Above  the 
snowy  mountains  a  melancholy  waning 
moon  was  swinging.  The  valley  was 
full  of  mist,  white  and  shining  where 
the  light  fell  upon  it,  a  vaporous  purple 
where  the  shadows  held  sway.  So  still  it 
was!  the  only  motion  in  all  the  world 
the  throbbing  stars  and  her  palpitating 
heart.  So  solemnly  silent!  It  was  a  re- 
lief, as  she  trudged  on  and  on,  to  note  a 
gradual  change;  to  watch  the  sky  with- 
draw, seeming  fainter;  to  see  the  moon 
grow  filmy,  like  some  figment  of  the 
frost ;  to  mark  the  gray  mist  steal  on 
apace,  swathe  mountain,  valley,  and  hea- 
ven with  mystic  folds,  shut  out  all  vision 
of  things  familiar.  Through  it  only  the 
sense  of  dawn  could  creep. 

She  recognized  the  locality;  her  breath 
was  short;  her  step  quickened.     She  ap- 
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peared,  like  an  ai^parition  out  of  the  mists, 
close  to  a  fence,  and  peered  through  the 
snow-laden  rails.  A  sudden  pang  pierced 
her  heart. 

For  there,  milking  the  cow,  she  saw, 
all  blooming  in  the  snow — herself;  the 
azalea-] ike  girl  she  had  been! 

She  had  not  known  how  dear  to  her 
was  that  bright  young  identity  she  re- 
membered. She  had  not  realized  how  far 
it  had  gone  from  her.  She  felt  a  forlorn 
changeling  looking  upon  her  own  es- 
tranged estate. 

A  faint  cry  escaped  her. 

The  cow,  with  lifted  head  and  a  mut- 
tered low  of  surprise,  moved  out  of  reacli 
of  the  milker,  w^ho,  half  kneeling  upon 
the  ground,  stared  with  wide  blue  eyes  at 
her  ghost  in  the  mist. 

^  There  wa-s  a  pause.  It  wa^  only  a  mo- 
ment before  Madeline  spoke;  it  seemed 
years,  so  charged  it  was  with  retrospect. 

"  I  kem  over  hyar  ter  liev  a  w^ord  with 
ye. "she  said. 

At  the  sound  of  a  human  voice  Luke 
Todd's  wife  struggled  to  her  feet.  She 
held  the  piggin  with  one  arm  encircled 
about  it,  and  with  the  other  hand  she 
clutched  the  plaid  shaw4  around  her 
throat.  Her  bright  hair  was  tossed  by 
the  rising  wind. 

"I  'lowed  I'd  find  ye  hyar  a-milkin' 
'bout  now." 

The  homely  allusion  re-assured  the 
younger  woman. 

"I  hev  ter  begin  toler'ble  early,"  she 
said.  ' '  Spot  gins  'bout  a  gallon  a  milkin' 
now." 

Spot's  calf,  which  subsisted  on  what  was 
left  over,  seemed  to  find  it  cruel  that  de- 
lay should  be  added  to  his  hardships,  and 
he  lifted  up  his  voice  in  a  plaintive  re- 
monstrance. This  reminded  Mrs.  Todd 
of  his  existence ;  she  turned  and  let  down 
the  bars  that  served  to  exclude  him. 

The  stranger  was  staring  at  her  very 
hard.  Somehow  she  quailed  under  that 
look.  Though  it  was  fixed  upon  her  in 
unvarying  intensity,  it  had  a  strange  im- 
personality. This  woman  was  not  seeing 
her,  despite  that  wide,  wistful,  yearning 
gaze ;  she  was  thinking  of  something  else, 
seeing  some  one  else. 

And  suddenly  Luke  Todd's  wife  began 
to  stare  at  the  visitor  very  hard,  and  to 
think  of  something  that  was  not  before 
her. 

"  I  be  the  ranger's  wife,"  said  Madeline. 
"I  kem  over  hyar  ter  tell  ye  he  never 


tuk  yer  black  mare  nowise  but  honest,  be- 
in'  the  ranger." 

She  found  it  difficult  to  say  more.  Un- 
der that  speculative,  unseeing  look  she  too 
faltered. 

"They  tell  me  ez  Luke  Todd  air  power- 
ful on  ted  'bout'n  it.  An'  I  'lowed  ef  he 
knowed  from  me  ez  'twar  tuk  fair,  he'd 
b'lieve  me." 

Slie  hesitated.  Her  courage  was  flag- 
ging; her  hope  had  fled.  The  eyes  of  the 
man's  wife  burned  upon  her  face. 

We-uns  useter  be  toler'ble  well  'quaint- 
ed  'fore  he  ever  seen  ye,  an'  I  'lowed  he'd 
b'lieve  my  word,"  Madeline  continued. 

Another  silence.  The  sun  was  rising; 
long  liquescent  lines  of  light  of  purest 
amber-color  were  streaming  through  the 
snowy  woods;  the  shadows  of  the  fence 
rails  alternated  with  bars  of  dazzling  glis- 
ter; elusive  prismatic  gleams  of  rose  and 
lilac  and  blue  shimmered  on  every  slope 
— thus  the  winter  flowered.  Tiny  snow- 
birds were  hopping  about;  a  great  dog 
came  down  from  the  little  snow-thatched 
cabin,  and  was  stretching  himself  elas- 
tically  and  yawning  most  portentously. 

"  An'  I  'lowed  I'd  see  ye  an'  git  you-uns 
ter  tell  him  that  word  from  me,  an'  then 
he'd  b'lieve  it,"  said  Madeline. 

The  younger  woman  nodded  mechan- 
ically, still  gazing  at  her. 

And  was  this  her  mission  !  Somehow 
it  had  lost  its  urgency.  Where  was  its 
potency,  her  enthusiasm  ?  Madeline  re- 
alized that  her  feet  were  wet,  her  skirts 
draggled ;  that  she  was  chilled  to  the  bone 
and  trembling  violently.  She  looked 
about  her  doubtfully.  Then  her  eyes 
came  back  to  the  face  of  the  woman  be- 
fore her. 

"  Ye'll  tell  him,  I  s'pose  ?" 

Once  more  Luke  Todd's  wife  nodded 
meclianically,  still  staring. 

There  was  nothing  further  to  be  said. 
A  vacant  interval  ensued.  Then,  ' '  I  'low- 
ed I'd  tell  ye, "  Madeline  reitei'ated,  vague- 
ly, and  turned  away,  vanishing  with  the 
vanishing  mists. 

Luke  Todd's  wife  stood  gazing  at  the 
fence  through  which  the  apparition  had 
peered.  She  could  see  yet  her  own  face, 
grown  old  and  worn.  The  dog  wagged 
his  tail  and  pressed  against  her,  looking 
up  and  claiming  her  notice.  Once  more 
he  stretched  himself  el astically  and  yawn- 
ed Avidely,  with  shrill  variations  of  tone. 
The  calf  was  frisking  about  in  awkward 
bovine  elation,  and  now  and  then  the  cow 
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affectionately  licked  its  coat  Avith  tlie  air 
of  making-  its  toilet.  An  assertive  chant- 
icleer was  proclaiming  the  dawn  ^vithin 
tlie  hen-house,  whence  came  a  clamor  of 
sounds,  for  the  door,  which  served  to  ex- 
clude any  marauding  fox,  was  closed  upon 
the  imprisoned  poultry.  Still  she  looked 
steadily  at  the  fence  where  the  ranger's 
wife  had  stood. 

"That  thar  woman  favors  me,"  she  said 
presently.  And  suddenly  she  burst  into 
tears. 

Perhaps  it  was  well  that  Madeline  could 
not  see  Luke  Todd's  expression  as  his  wife 
recounted  the  scene.  She  gave  it  trul}^ 
but  without,  alas!  the  glamour  of  sym- 
pathy. 

"She  'lowed  ezyeVl  b'lieve  her,  bein'  ez 
ye  useter  be  'quainted." 

His  face  flushed.  "Waal,  sir!  the  in- 
surance o'  that  thar  woman  !"  he  exclaim- 
ed. "I  war  'quainted  with  her;  I  war 
mighty  well  'quainted  with  her."  He  had 
a  casual  remembrance  of  those  days  when 
"he  tuk  ter  the  woods  ter  w^ear  out  his 
grief."  "She  never  gin  me  no  promise, 
but  me  an'  her  kep'  company  some.  Sech 
dependence  ez  I  put  on  her  war  mightily 
w^asted.  I  dunno  what  ails  the  critter  ter 
'low  ez  I  set  store  by  her  word." 

Poor  Madeline!  There  is  nothing  so 
dead  as  ashes.  His  flame  had  clean  burned 
out.  So  far  afield  were  all  his  thoughts 
that  he  stood  amazed  when  his  wife,  with 
a  sudden  burst  of  tears,  declared  passion- 
ately that  she  knew  it— she  saw  it— she  fa- 
vored Madeline  Gryce.  She  had  found  out 
that  he  had  married  her  because  she  look- 
ed like  another  woman. 

"  Madeliny  Gryce  hev  got  pow^erful  lit- 
tle ter  do  ter  kem  a-jouncin'  through  the 
snow  over  hyar  ter  try  ter  set  ye  an'  me 
agin  one  another,"  he  exclaimed,  angrily. 
"Stealin'  the  filly  ain't  enough  ter  sati'fy 
her!" 

His  wife  was  in  some  sort  mollified.  She 
sought  to  re-assure  herself. 

"Air  we-uns  of  a  favor  ?" 

"I  dunno,"  he  replied,  sulkily.  "I 'ain't 
seen  the  critter  fur  nigh  on  ter  ten  year. 
I  hev  furgot  the  looks  of  her.  'Pears  like 
ter  me,"  he  went  on,  ruminating,  "ez'twar 
in  my  mind  when  I  fust  seen  ye  ez  thar 
war  a  favor  'twixt  ye.  But  I  misdoubts 
now.  Do  she  'low  ez  I  hev  hcd  nutliin 
ter  study  'bout  sence  ?" 

Perhaps  Madeline  is  not  the  only  woman 
who  overrates  the  strength  of  a  sentiment- 
al attachment.    A  gloomy  intuition  of  fail- 


ure kept  her  company  all  the  lengthening 
way  home.  The  chill  splendors  of  the  win- 
try day  grated  upon  her  drear}'  m<^od.  How 
should  she  care  for  the  depth  and  richness 
of  bluedeepeningtoward  the  zenith  in  those 
vast  skies?  What  was  it  to  her  that  tlie 
dead  vines,  climbing  the  grim  rugged  crags, 
were  laden  with  tufts  and  corollated  shapes 
wherever  these  fantasies  of  flowers  might 
cling,  or  that  the  snow  flashed  with  crys- 
talline scintillations  ?  She  only  knew  that 
they  glinnnered  and  dazzled  upon  the  tears 
in  her  eyes,  and  she  was  moved  to  shed 
them  afresh.  She  did  not  wonder  whether 
her  venture  had  resulted  amiss.  She  only 
wondered  that  she  had  tried  aught.  And 
she  was  humbled. 

When  she  reached  Jjonesome  Cove  she 
found  the  piggin  where  she  liad  hid  it, 
and  milked  the  cow  in  haste.  It  was  no 
great  task,  for  the  animal  was  going  dry. 
' '  Their'n  gins  a  gallon  a  milkin', "  she  said, 
in  rueful  comparison. 

As  she  came  up  the  slope  with  the  pig- 
gin  on  her  liead,  her  husband  was  looking 
down  from  the  porch  with  a  loweringbrow. 
"Why  n't  ye  spen'  the  day  a-milkin'  the 
cow  ?"  he  drawled.  "  Dawdlin'  yander  in 
the  cow-pen  till  this  time  in  the  mornin'! 
An'  ter-morrer's  Chrismus!" 

The  word  smote  upon  her  weary  heart 
with  a  dull  pain.  She  had  no  cultured 
phrase  to  characterize  the  sensation  as  a 
presentiment,  but  she  was  conscious  of 
the  prophetic  process.  To-night  "all  the 
mounting''  would  be  riotous  with  that  du- 
bious hilarity  known  as  "Chrisnms  in  the 
bones,"  and  there  was  no  telling  whnt 
might  come  from  the  combined  orgy  and 
an  inflamed  public  spirit. 

She  remembered  the  familiar  doom  of 
the  mountain  horse-thief,  the  men  lurking 
on  the  clifl",  the  inimical  feeling  against 
the  ranger.  She  furtively  watched  him 
with  forebodings  as  he  came  and  went  at 
intervals  throughout  the  day. 

Dusk  had  fallen  wdien  he  suddenly  look- 
ed in  and  beckoned  to  the  "Colonel,"  who 
required  him  to  take  her  with  him  when- 
ever he  fed  the  mare. 

"Let  me  tie  this  hyar  comforter  over 
the  CunneFs  head,"  Madeline  said,  as  he 
bundled  the  child  in  a  shawl  and  lifted 
her  in  his  arms. 

"'Tain't  no  use,"  he  declared.  "The 
Cunnel  ain't  travel lin'  fur." 

She  heard  him  step  from  the  creaking 
porch.  She  heard  the  dreary  wind  with- 
out. 
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Within,  the  clumsy  shadows  of  the 
warping-- bars,  the  spinning-wheel,  and  the 
churn  were  dancing"  in  the  fire-light  on 
the  wall.  The  supper  was  cooking  on  the 
live  coals.  The  children,  popping  corn  in 
the  ashes,  were  laughing;  as  her  eye  fell 
upon  the  "Colonel's"  vacant  little  chair 
her  mind  returned  to  the  child's  excursion 
with  her  father,  and  again  she  wondered 
f  iitilely  where  the  mare  could  be  hid.  The 
next  moment  she  was  heartily  glad  that 
she  did  not  know. 

It  was  like  the  fulfillment  of  some  dread- 
ful dream  when  the  door  opened.  A  man 
entered  softly,  slowly;  the  flickering  fire 
showed  his  shadow — was  it  ? — nay,  another 
man,  and  still  another,  and  another. 

The  old  crone  in  the  corner  sprang  up, 
screaming  in  a  shrill,  tremulous,  cracked 
voice.  For  they  were  masked.  Over  the 
face  of  each  dangled  a  bit  of  homespun, 
with  great  empty  sockets  through  which 
eyes  vaguely  glanced.  Even  the  coarse 
fibre  of  the  intruders  responded  to  that 
quavering,  thrilling  appeal.  One  spoke 
instantly: 

"  Laws-a-massy !  Mis'  Pearce,  don't  ye 
feel  interrupted  none  —  nor  Mis'  Gryce 
nuther.  We-uns  ain't  harmful  noways 
— jes  want  ter  know  whar  that  thar  black 
mare  hev  disappeared  to.  She  ain't  in  the 
stable." 

He  turned  his  great  eye-sockets  on  Ma- 
deline. The  plaid  homespun  mask  dan- 
gling about  his  face  was  grotesquely  in- 
congruous with  his  intent,  serious  gaze. 

"I  don'  know,"  she  faltered;  "I  don' 
know." 

She  had  caught  at  the  spinning-wheel 
for  support.  The  fire  crackled.  The  baby 
was  counting  aloud  the  grains  of  corn  pop- 
ping from  the  ashes.  "  Six,  two,  free,"  he 
babbled.     The  kettle  merrily  sang. 

The  man  still  stared  silently  at  the  ran- 
ger's wife.  The  expression  in  his  eyes 
changed  suddenly.  He  chuckled  derisive- 
ly. The  others  echoed  his  mocking  mirth. 
"Ha!  ha!  ha!"  they  laughed  aloud;  and 
the  eye-sockets  in  the  homespun  masks  all 
glared  significantly  at  each  other.  Even 
the  dog  detected  something  sinister  in  this 
laughter.  He  had  been  sniffing  about  the 
heels  of  the  strangers;  he  bristled,  showed 
his  teeth,  and  growled.  The  spokesman 
hastily  kicked  him  in  the  ribs,  and  the  ani- 
mal fled  yelping  to  the  further  side  of  the 
fire-place  behind  the  baby,  where  he  stood 
and  barked  defiance.  The  rafters  rang 
with  the  sound. 


Some  one  on  the  porch  without  spoke 
to  the  leader  in  a  low  voice.  This  man, 
who  seemed  to  have  a  desire  to  conceal 
his  identity  which  could  not  be  served  by 
a  mask,  held  the  door  with  one  hand  that 
the  wind  might  not  blow  it  wide  open.  The 
draught  fanned  the  fire.  Once  the  great 
bowing,  waving  white  blaze  sent  a  long, 
quivering  line  of  light  through  the  nar- 
row aperture,  and  Madeline  saw  the  dark 
lurking  figure.  He  had  one  arm  in  a 
sling.  She  needed  no  confirmation  to  as- 
sure her  that  this  was  Sam  Peters,  whom 
her  husband  had  shot  at  the  stable  door. 

The  leader  instantly  accepted  his  sug- 
gestion. "  Wa'al,  Mis'  Gryce,  I  reckon 
ye  don'  know  whar  Tobe  be,  nuther  ?" 

"Naw,  I  don'  know,"  she  said,  in  a 
tremor. 

The  homespun  fragment  swayed  with 
the  distortions  of  his  face  as  he  sneered: 

"Ye  mean  ter  say  ye  don't  'low  ter  tell 
ns." 

"I  don'  know  whar  he  be."  Her  voice 
had  sunk  to  a  whisper. 

Another  exchange  of  glances. 

"Wa'al,  ma'am,  jes  gin  us  the  favor  of  a 
light  by  yer  fire,  an'  we-uns  '11  find  him." 

He  stepped  swiftly  forward,  thrust  a 
pine  torch  into  the  coals,  and  with  it  all 
whitely  flaring  ran  out  into  the  night;  the 
others  followed  his  example;  and  the  ter- 
ror-stricken women,  hastily  barring  up 
the  door,  peered  after  them  through  the 
little  batten  shutter  of  the  window. 

The  torches  were  already  scattered  about 
the  slopes  of  Lonesome  Cove  like  a  fallen 
constellation.  What  shafts  of  white  light 
they  cast  upon  the  snow  in  the  midst  of 
the  dense  blackness  of  the  night !  Some- 
how they  seemed  endowed  with  volition, 
for  their  brilliancy  almost  cancelled  the 
figures  of  the  men  that  bore  them — only 
an  occasional  erratic  shapeless  shadow 
was  visible.  Now  and  then  a  flare  pierced 
the  icicle-tipped  holly  bushes,  and  again 
there  was  a  fibrous  glimmer  in  the  fringed 
pines. 

The  search  was  terribly  silent.  The 
snow  deadened  the  tread.  Only  the  wind 
was  loud  among  the  muffled  trees,  and 
sometimes  a  dull  thud  sounded  when  the 
weight  of  snow  fell  from  the  evergreen 
laurel  as  the  men  thrashed  through  tiie 
foliage.  They  separated  after  a  time, 
and  here  and  there  an  isolated  stellular 
light  illumined  the  snow,  and  conjured 
white  mystic  circles  into  the  wide  spaces 
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of  the  darkness.  The  effort  flagged  at 
last,  and  its  futility  only  sharpened  the 
sense  of  injury  in  Luke  Todd's  heart. 

He  was  alone  now,  close  upon  the  great 
rock,  and  looking  at  its  jagged  ledges  all 
cloaked  with  snow.  Above  those  soft 
white  outlines  drawn  against  the  deep 
clear  sky  the  frosty  stars  scintillated.  Be- 
neath wei*e  the  ab^'smal  depths  of  the  val- 
ley masked  by  the  darkness. 

His  pride  was  touched.  In  the  old  quar- 
rel his  revenge  had  been  hampered,  for  it 
was  the  girl's  privilege  to  choose,  and  she 
had  chosen.  He  cared  nothing  for  that 
now,  but  he  felt  it  indeed  a  reproach  to 
tamely  let  this  man  take  his  horse  when 
he  had  all  the  mountain  at  his  back. 
There  was  a  sharp  humiliation  in  his  po- 
sition. He  felt  the  pressure  of  public 
opinion. 

"Dad  burn  him  I''  he  exclaimed.  ''Ef 
I  kin  make  out  ter  git  a  glimge  o'  him,  I'll 
shoot  him  dead — dead  I'' 

He  leaned  the  rifle  against  the  rock. 
It  struck  upon  a  stone.  A  metallic  vi- 
bration rang  out.  Again  and  again  the 
sound  was  repeated — now  loud,  still  clang- 
ing; now  faint,  but  clear;  now  soft  and 
away  to  a  doubtful  nmrmur  w^iich  he 
hardly  was  sure  that  he  heard.  Never 
before  had  he  known  such  an  echo.  And 
suddenly  he  recollected  that  this  w^as 
the  great  "Talking  Rock,"  famed  beyond 
the  limits  of  Lonesome.  It  had  tradi- 
tions as  well  as  echoes.  He  remembered 
vaguely  that  beneath  this  clilf  there  was 
said  to  be  a  cave  which  was  utilized  in  the 
manufacture  of  saltpetre  for  gunpowder 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

As  he  looked  down  the  slope  below  he 
thought  the  snow  seemed  broken — by  foot- 
prints, was  it  ?  With  the  expectation  of 
a  discovery  strong  upon  him,  he  crept 
along  a  wide  ledge  of  the  crag,  now  and 
then  stumbling  and  sending  an  avalanche 
of  snow  and  ice  and  stones  thundering  to 
the  foot  of  the  clifP.  He  missed  liis  way 
more  than  once.  Then  he  would  turn 
about,  laboriously  retracing  his  steps,  and 
try  another  level  of  the  ledges.  Sudden- 
ly before  him  was  the  dark  opening  he 
sought.  No  creature  had  lately  been  here. 
It  w^as  filled  wath  growing  bushes  and 
dead  leaves  and  brambles.  Looking  again 
down  upon  the  slox)e  beneath,  he  felt  very 
sure  tliat  he  saw  foot-prints. 

"  The  old  folks  useter  'low  ez  thar  war 
two  openings  ter  this  hyar  cave,"  he 
said.    "  Tobe  Gryce  mought  hev  hid  hyar 


through, a  opening  down  yander  on  the 
slope.  But  /'//  go  the  way  ez  I  hev  hearn 
tell  on,  an'  peek  in,  an'  ef  I  kin  git  a  glimge 
o'  liim,  I'll  make  him  tell  me  whar  that 
thar  filly  air,  or  I'll  let  daylight  through 
liim.  sure  I'' 

He  paused  only  to  bend  aside  the  bram- 
bles, then  he  crept  in  and  took  his  way 
along  a  low,  narrow  passage.  It  had  many 
Avindings,  but  was  without  intersections 
or  intricacy.  He  heard  his  own  steps 
echoed  like  a  pursuing  footfall.  His  la- 
bored breathing  returned  in  sighs  from 
the  inanimate  rocks.  It  was  an  uncanny 
])lace,  with  strange,  sepulchral,  solemn  ef- 
fects. He  shivered  with  the  cold.  A 
draught  stole  in  from  some  secret  crevice 
known  only  to  the  wild  mountain  winds. 
The  torch  flared,  crouched  before  the  gust, 
flared  again,  then  darkness.  He  hesitated, 
took  one  step  forward,  and  suddenl}' — a 
miracle  I 

A  soft  aureola  with  gleaming  radia- 
tions, a  low,  shadowy  chanibei*,  a  beast 
feeding  from  a  manger,  and  within  it  a 
child's  golden  head. 

His  heart  gave  a  great  throb.  Somehow 
he  was  smitten  to  his  knees.  Christmas 
Eve !  He  remembered  the  day  with  a  rush 
of  emotion.  He  stared  again  at  the  vouch- 
safed vision.  He  rubbed  his  eyes.  It  had 
changed. 

Only  hallucination  caused  by  an  abrupt 
transition  from  darkness  to  light;  only  the 
most  mundane  facts  of  the  old  troughs 
and  ash-hoppers, relics  of  the  industry  that 
had  served  the  hideous  carnage  of  battle; 
only  the  j^ellow  head  of  the  ranger's  brat, 
who  had  climbed  into  one  of  them,  from 
which  the  mare  was  calmly  munching  her 
corn. 

Yet  this  was  Christmas  Eve.  And  the 
Child  did  lie  in  a  manger. 

Perhaps  it  was  well  for  him  that  his  ig- 
norant faith  could  a:ccept  the  illusion  as  a 
vision  charged  with  all  the  benignities  of 
peace  on  earth,  good- will  toward  men. 
With  a  keen  thrill  in  his  heart,  on  his 
knees  he  drew  the  charge  from  his  rifle, 
and  flung  it  down  a  rift  in  the  rocks. 
' '  Chrismus  Eve,"  he  murmured.  He  lean- 
ed his  empty  weapon  against  the  w^all,  and 
strode  out  to  the  little  girl  who  was  perched 
up  on  the  trough. 

"Chrismus  gift,  Cunnel!"  he  cried, 
cheerily.      "  Ter-morrer's  Chrismus." 

The  echoes  caught  the  word.  In  vibra- 
tory jubilance  they  repeated  it.  "Chris- 
mus!" rang  from  the  roof,  scintillating 
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with  calc-spar ;  ' '  Chrismus !"  sounded  from 
the  colonnade  of  stalactites  that  hung 
down  to  meet  the  uprising"  stalagmites; 
"Chrismus I"  repeated  the  walls  incrust- 
ed  with  roses  that,  shut  in  from  the  light 
and  the  fresh  air  of  heaven,  bloomed  for- 
ever in  the  stone.  Was  ever  chorus  so 
sweet  as  this? 

It  reached  Tobe  Gryce,Avho  stood  at  his 
improvised  corn-bin.  With  a  bundle  of 
fodder  still  in  his  arms  he  stepped  forward. 
There  beside  the  little  Colonel  and  the 
black  mare  he  beheld  a  man  seated  upon 
an  inverted  half -bushel  measure,  peace- 
fully lighting  his  pipe  with  a  bunch  of 
straws  which  he  kindled  at  the  lantern 
on  the  ash-hopper. 

The  ranger's  black  eyes  were  wide  with 
wonder  at  this  intrusion, and  angrily  flash- 
ed. He  connected  it  at  once  with  the  at- 
tack on  the  stable.  The  hair  on  his  low 
forehead  rose  bristlingly  as  he  frowned. 
Yet  he  realized  with  a  quaking  heart  that 
he  was  helpless.  He,  although  the  crack 
shot  of  the  county,  would  not'  have  fired 
while  the  Colonel  was  within  two  yards  of 
his  mark,  for  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

He  stood  his  ground  with  stolid  courage 
— a  target. 

Then,  with  a  start  of  surprise,  he  per- 
ceived that  the  intruder  was  unarmed. 
Twenty  feet  away  his  rifle  stood  against 
the  wall. 

Tobe  Gryce  was  strangely  shaken.  He 
experienced  a  sudden  revolt  of  credulity. 
This  was  surely  a  dream. 

' '  Ain't  that  thar  Luke  Todd  ?  Why  air 
ye  a-waitin'  thar  ?"  he  called  out  in  a  husky 
undertone. 

Todd  glanced  up,  and  took  his  pipe  from 
his  mouth;  it  was  now  fairly  alight. 

"Kase  it  be  Chrismus  Eve,  Tobe,"  he 
said,  gravely. 

The  ranger  starred  for  a  moment ;  then 
came  forward  and  gave  the  fodder  to  the 
mare,  pausing  now  and  then  and  looking 
with  oblique  distrust  down  upon  Luke  as 
he  smoked  his  pipe. 

' '  I  want  ter  tell  ye,  Tobe,  ez  some  o' 
the  mounting  boys  air  a-sarchin  fur  ye 
outside." 

"Who  air  they?"  asked  the  ranger, 
calmly. 

His  tone  was  so  natural,  his  manner  so 
unsuspecting,  that  a  new  doubt  began  to 
stir  in  Luke  Todd's  mind. 

"  What  ails  ye  ter  keep  the  mare  down 
hyar,  Tobe ?"  he  asked,  suddenly.  '"Pears 
like  ter  me  ez  that  be  powerful  comical." 
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"Kase,"  said  Tobe,  reasonably,  "some 
durned  horse-thieves  kem  arter  her  one 
night.  I  fired  at  'em.  I  hain't  hearn  on 
'em  sence.     An'  so  I  jes  hid  the  mare." 

Todd  was  puzzled.  He  shifted  his  pipe 
in  his  mouth.  Finally  he  said:  "Some 
folks  'lowed  ez  ye  bed  no  right  ter  take  up 
that  mare,  bein'  ez  ye  war  the  ranger." 

Tobe  Gr^^ce  whirled  round  abruptly. 
"What  war  I  a-goin'  ter  do,  then?  Feed 
the  critter  fur  nuthin  till  the  triflin'  scamp 
ez  owned  her  kem  arter  her  ?  I  couldn't 
work  her  'thout  takin'  her  up  an'  hevin  her 
appraised.  Thar's  a  law  agin  sech.  An'  I 
couldn't  git  somebody  ter  toll  her  off  an' 
take  her  up.  That  ain't  fair.  What  ought 
I  ter  hev  done  ?" 

"  Wa'al,"  said  Luke,  drifting  into  argu- 
ment, "the  town-folks  'low  ez  ye  hev  got 
nuthin  ter  prove  it  by,  the  stray-book  an' 
records  bein'  burnt.  The  town-folks  'low 
ez  ye  can't  prove  by  writin'  an'  sech  ez  ye 
ever  tried  ter  find  the  owner." 

"The  town -folks  air  fairly  sodden  in 
foolishness,"  exclaimed  the  ranger,  indig- 
nantly. 

He  drew  from  his  ample  pocket  a  roll 
of  ragged  newspapers,  and  pointed  with 
his  great  thumb  at  a  x^aragraph.  And 
Luke  Todd  read  by  the  light  of  the  lan- 
tern the  advertisement  and  description  of 
the  estray  printed  according  to  law  in  the 
nearest  newspaper. 

The  newspaper  was  so  infrequent  a  fac- 
tor in  the  lives  of  the  mountain  gossips 
that  this  refutation  of  their  theory  had 
never  occurred  to  them. 

The  sheet  was  trembling  in  Luke  Todd's 
hand;  his  eyes  filled;  the  cavern  with 
its  black  distances,  its  walls  close  at  hand 
sparkling  with  delicate  points  of  whitest 
light ;  the  yellow  flare  of  the  lantern ;  the 
grotesque  shadows  on  the  ground ;  the  fair 
little  girl  with  her  golden  hair ;  the  sleek 
black  mare ;  the  burly  figure  of  the  ran- 
ger— all  the  scene  swayed  before  him. 
He  remembered  the  gracious  vision  that 
had  saluted  him;  he  shuddered  at  the 
crime  from  which  he  was  rescued.  Pity 
him  because  he  knew  naught  of  the  sci- 
ence of  optics;  of  the  bewildering  efi^ects 
of  a  sudden  burst  of  light  upon  the  deli- 
cate mechanism  of  the  eye;  of  the  vaga- 
ries of  illusion. 

"Tobe,"  he  said,  in  a  solemn  voice — all 
the  echoes  were  bated  to  awed  whispers 
— "I  hev  been  gin  ter  view  a  vision  this 
night,  bein'  'twar  Chrismus  Eve.  An'  now 
I  want  ter  shake  hands  on  it  fur  peace." 
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Tlien  he  told  the  wliole  story,  regard- 
less of  the  ranger's  demonstrations,  alheit 
they  were  sometimes  violent  enough. 
Tobe  sprang  up  with  a  snort  of  rage,  his 
eyes  flashing,  his  thick  tongue  stumbling 
with  the  cui^ses  crowding  upon  it,  when 
he  realized  the  suspicions  rife  against  him 
at  the  county  town.  But  he  stood  with 
liis  clinched  hand  slowlj'  relaxing,  and 
with  the  vague  expression  which  one 
wears  who  looks  into  the  past,  as  he  listen- 
ed to  the  recital  of  Madeline's  pilgrimage 
in  the  snowy  wintry  dawn.  ''Mighty 
few  folks  hev  got  a  wife  ez  set  store  by 
'em  like  that,''  Luke  remarked,  imper- 
sonally. 

The  ranger's  rejoinder  seemed  irrelevant. 

"Madeliny  be  a-goin'  ter  see  a  power- 
ful differ  arter  this,"  he  said,  and  fell  to 
musing. 

Snow,  fatigue,  and  futility  destroyed 
the  ardor  of  the  lynching  party  after  a 
time,  and  they  dispersed  to  their  homes. 
Little  was  said  of  this  expedition  after- 
^vard,  and  it  became  quite  impossible  to 
find  a  man  who  would  admit  having  join- 
ed it.  For  the  story  went  the  rounds  of 
the  mountain  that  there  had  been  a  mis- 
take as  to  unfair  dealing  on  the  part  of 
the  ranger,  and  Luke  Todd  was  quite  con- 
tent to  accept  from  the  county  treasury 


half  the  sum  of  the  mare's  appraisement 
— with  the  deduction  of  the  stipulated  per 
cent,  which  Tobe  Gryce  had  paid,  the  re- 
ceipt for  which  he  produced. 

The  gossips  complained,  however,  that 
after  all  this  was  settled  according  to  law, 
Tobe  wouldn't  keep  the  mare,  and  insist- 
ed that  Luke  should  return  to  him  the 
money  he  had  paid  into  the  treasury,  half 
her  value,  "bein'  so  brigaty  he  wouldn't 
own  Luke  Todd's  beast.  An'  Luke  agreed 
ter  so  do ;  but  he  didn't  wanter  be  outdone, 
so  fur  the  keep  o'  the  filly  he  gin  the 
Cunnel  a  heifer.  An'  Tobe  war  mighty 
nigh  tickled  ter  death  fur  the  Cunnel 
ter  hev  a  cow  o'  her  own." 

And  now  when  December  skies  darken 
above  Lonesome  Cove,  and  the  snow  in 
dizzying  whirls  sifts  softly  down,  and  the 
gaunt  brown  leafless  heights  are  clothed 
with  white  as  Avith  a  garment,  and  the 
wind  whistles  and  shouts  shrilly,  and 
above  the  great  crag  loom  the  distant 
mountains,  and  below  are  glimpsed  the 
long  stretches  of  the  valley,  the  two  men 
remember  the  vision  that  illumined  the 
cavernous  solitudes  that  night,  and  bless 
the  gracious  power  that  sent  salvation 
'way  down  to  Lonesome  Cove,  and  cherish 
])eace  and  good- will  for  the  sake  of  a  lit- 
tle Child  that  lay  in  a  manger. 


THE  GARROTERS. 
(a  farce.) 


AT  the  w^indow  of  her  apartment  in 
Hotel  Bell ing-ham,  Mrs.  Roberts  stands 
looking  out  into  the  early  night-fall.  A 
heavy  snow  is  driving  without,  and  from 
time  to  time  the  rush  of  the  wind  and  the 
sweep  of  the  flakes  against  the  panes  are 
heard.  At  the  sound  of  hurried  steps  in 
the  anteroom,  Mrs.  Roberts  turns  from  the 
Avindow,  and  runs  to  the  X)ortiere,  through 
w^hich  she  puts  her  head. 

M7^s.  Roberts:  "Is  that  you,  Edward? 
So  dark  here !  We  ought  really  to  keep 
the  gas  turned  up  all  the  time." 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  a  muffled  voice,  from 
without:  "Yes,  it's  I." 

Mrs. Roberts:  "Well,  hurry  in  to  the 
fire,  do !  Ugh,  what  a  storm !  Do  you  sup- 
pose anybody  will  come  ?  You  must  be 
half  frozen,  you  poor  thing !  Come  quick, 
or  you'll  certainly  perish !"  She  flies  from 
the^  portiere  to  the  fire  burning   on  the 


hearth,  pokes  it,  flings  on  a  log,  jumps 
back,  brushes  from  her  dress  with  a  light 
shriek  the  sparks  driven  out  upon  it,  and 
continues  talking  incessantly  in  a  voice 
lifted  for  her  husband  to  hear  in  the  ante- 
room. "  If  I'd  dreamed  it  was  any  such 
storm  as  this,  I  should  never  have  let  you 
go  out  in  it  in  the  world.  It  wasn't  at  all 
necessary  to  have  the  flowers.  I  could 
have  got  on  perfectly  well,  and  I  believe 
now  the  table  would  look  better  without 
them.  The  chrysanthemums  would  have 
been  quite  enough;  and  I  know  you've 
taken  more  cold.  I  could  tell  it  by  your 
voice  as  soon  as  you  spoke;  and  just  as 
quick  as  they're  gone  to-night  I'm  going 
to  have  you  bathe  your  feet  in  mustard 
and  hot  water,  and  take  eight  of  aconite, 
and  go  straight  to  bed.  And  I  don't 
w^ant  you  to  eat  very  much  at  dinner, 
dear,  and  vou  must  be  sure  not  to  drink 
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WHY,   EDWARD,  WHAT    IN    THE    WORLD    IS    THE    MATTER? 


any  coffee,  or  the  aconite  won't  be  of  the  his  face  pale,  his  eyes  wild,  his  white  neck- 
least  use."  She  turns  and  encounters  her  tie  pulled  out  of  knot,  and  his  shirt  front 
husband,  who  enters  through  the  _po?^^^ere,     rumpled.     "Why,  Edward,  what  in  the 
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world  is  the  matter  ?  Wliat  has  happen- 
ed r 

Roberts,  sinking  into  a  cliair:  "Get  nie 
a  glass  of  water,  Agnes — wine — whiskey — 
brandy — " 

Mrs.  Roberts,  bustling  wildly  al)out: 
* '  Yes,  yes.  But  what— ^  Bella  !^  Bridget ! 
Maggy  I — Oh,  I'll  go  for  it  mj'self,  and  I 
ivoivt  stop  to  listen!  Onl}' — only  don't 
die!"  While  Roberts  remains  with  his 
eyes  shut  and  his  head  sunk  on  his  breast 
in  token  of  extreme  exhaustion,  she  disap- 
pears and  re-appears  through  the  door  lead- 
ing to  her  chamber,  and  then  through  the 
portiere  cutting  oft'  the  dining-room.  She 
finally  descends  upon  her  husband  with  a 
flagon  of  cologne  in  one  hand,  a  small  de- 
canter of  brandy  in  the  other,  and  a  wine- 
glass held  in  the  hollow  of  her  arm  against 
her  breast.  She  contriv^es  to  set  the  glass 
down  on  the  mantel,  and  fill  it  from  the 
flagon,  then  she  turns  with  the  decanter 
in  her  hand, and  while  she  presses  the  glass 
to  her  husband's  lips,  begins  to  pour  the 
brandy  on  his  head.  "Here!  this  will 
revive  you,  and  it  '11  refresh  you  to  ha\'e 
this  cologne  on  your  head." 

Roberts,  rejecting  a  moutliful  of  the  co- 
logne with  a  furious  sputter,  and  spring- 
ing to  his  feet:  "Why,  you've  given  me 
the  cologne  to  drink,  Agnes  \  What  are 
you  about  ?  Do  you  want  to  poison  me  ? 
Isn't  it  enough  to  be  robbed  at  six  o'clock 
on  the  Common,  withouthaving  your  head 
soaked  in  brandy,  and  your  whole  system 
scented  up  like  a  barber's  shop,  when  you 
get  home  ?" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  ' '  Robbed  ?"  She  drops  the 
wine-glass,  puts  the  decanter  down  on  the 
Irearth,  and  carefully  bestowing  the  flagon 
of  cologne  in  the  wood-box,  abandons  her- 
self to  justice:  "Then  let  them  come  for 
me  at  once,  Edward !  If  I  could  have  the 
heart  to  send  you  out  in  such  a  night  as 
this  for  a  few  wretched  rose-buds,  I'm 
quite  equal  to  poisoning  you.  Oh,  Edward ! 
icho  robbed  you  ?" 

Roberts:  "That's  what  I  don't  know." 
He  continues  to  wipe  his  head  with  his 
handkerchief,  and  to  sputter  a  little  from 
time  to  time.  "All  I  know  is  that  when 
I  got — phew! — to  that  dark  spot  by  the 
Frog  Pond,  just  by — phew! — that  little 
group  of— phew ! — evergreens, you  know — 
phew ! — " 

Mrs.  Roberts :  ' '  Yes,  yes ;  go  on !  I  can 
bear  it,  Edward." 

Roberts:  " — a  man  brushed  heavily 
asrainst  me,  and   then  hurried  on  in  the 


other  direction.  I  had  unbuttoned  my 
coat  to  look  at  my  watch  under  the  lani)) 
post,  and  after  he  struck  against  me  1 
clapped  my  hand  to  my  waistcoat,  and — 
pi  lew  ! — " 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  ' '  Waistcoat !     Yes  !" 

Roberts:  '* — found  my  watch  gone." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  ''What!  Your  watch? 
The  watch  Willis  gave  you  ?  Made  out 
of  the  gold  that  he  mined  himself  when 
he  first  Avent  out  to  California?  Don't 
ask  me  to  believe  it,  Edward!  But  I'm 
only  too  glad  that  you  escaped  with  your 
life.  Let  them  have  the  watch  and  wel- 
come. Oh,  my  dear,  dear  husband!"  She 
approaches  him  with  extended  arms,  and 
then  suddenly  arrests  herself.  ' '  But  you've 
got  it  on !'' 

Roberts,  with  as  much  returning  digni- 
ty as  can  comport  with  his  dishevelled  ap- 
pearance: "Yes;  I  took  it  from  him."  At 
his  wife's  speechless  astonishment:  "I 
went  after  him  and  took  it  from  him." 
He  sits  down,  and  continues  with  resolute 
calm,  while  his  wife  remains  standing  be- 
fore him  motionless:  "Agnes,  I  don't 
know  how  I  came  to  do  it.  I  wouldn't 
have  believed  I  could  do  it.  I've  never 
thought  that  I  had  much  courage — phys* 
ical  courage;  but  when  I  felt  my  watch 
was  gone,  a  sort  of  frenzy  came  over  me. 
I  wasn't  hurt;  and  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life  I  realized  what  an  abominable  outrage 
theft  was.  The  thought  that  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  in  the  very  heart  of  a 
great  city  like  Boston,  an  inoffensive  citi- 
zen could  be  assaulted  and  robbed,  made 
me  furious.  I  didn't  call  out.  I  simply 
buttoned  my  coat  tight  round  me  and 
turned  and  ran  after  tlie  fellow." 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  "  Edward !" 

Roberts:  "Yes,  I  did.  He  hadn't  got 
half  a  dozen  rods  away — it  all  took  place 
in  a  flash — and  I  could  easily  run  him 
down.  He  was  considerably  larger  than 
I—" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Oh!" 

Roberts  :  "  — and  he  looked  j^oung  and 
very  athletic;  but  these  things  didn't 
seem  to  make  any  impression  on  me." 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  "  Oh,  I  wonder  that  you 
live  to  tell  the  tale,  Edward !" 

Roberts:  "Well,  I  wonder  a  little  at 
myself.  I  don't  set  up  for  a  great  deal 
of—" 

3frs.  Roberts  :  ' '  But  I  al  ways  knew  you 
had  it!  Go  on.  Oh,  when  I  tell  Willis 
of  this !  Had  the  robber  any  accomplices  ? 
Were  there  many  of  them  ?" 
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Roberts :  "I  only  saw  one.  And  I  saw 
that  ray  only  chance  was  to  take  him  at  a 
disadvantage.  I  sprang"  upon  him,  and 
pulled  him  over  on  his  back.  I  merely 
said,  '  I'll  trouble  you  for  that  watch  of 
mine,  if  you  please,'  jerked  open  his  coat, 
snatched  the  watch  from  his  pocket — I 
broke  the  chain,  I  see — and  then  left  him 
and  ran  again.  He  didn't  make  the  slight- 
est resistance,  nor  utter  a  word.  Of  course 
it  wouldn't  do  for  him  to  make  any  noise 
about  it,  and  I  dare  say  he  was  glad  to 
get  off  so  easily."  With  affected  noncha- 
lance: "I'm  pretty  badly  rumpled,  I  see. 
He  fell  against  me,  and  a  scuffle  like  that 
doesn't  improve  one's  appearance." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  very  solemnly :  "Edward ! 
I  don't  know  what  to  say !  Of  course 
it  makes  my  blood  run  cold  to  realize 
what  you've  been  through,  and  to  think 
what  might  have  happened;  but  I  think 
you  behaved  splendidly.  Why,  I  never 
heard  of  such  perfect  heroism!  You 
needn't  tell  me  that  he  made  no^fesistance. 
There  was  a  deadly  struggle — your  neck- 
tie and.  everything  about  you  shows  it. 
And  you  needn't  think  there  was  only  one 
of  them — " 

Roberts,  modestly:  "I  don't  believe 
there  was  more." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  ' '  Nonsense !  There  are 
always  two!  I've  read  the  accounts  of 
those  garrotings.  And  to  think  you  not 
only  got  out  of  their  clutches  alive,  but  got 
your  property  back — Willis's  watch  !  Oh, 
what  will  Willis  say  ?  But  I  know  how 
proud  of  you  he'll  be.  Oh,  I  wish  I  could 
scream  it  from  the  house-tops.  Why 
didn't  you  call  the  police  ?" 

Roberts  .*  "  I  didn't  think— I  hadn't  time 
to  think." 

M7^s.  Roberts:  "No  matter.  I'm  glad 
you  have  all  the  glory  of  it.  I  don't  be- 
lieve you  half  realize  what  you've  been 
through  now.  And  perhaps  this  was  the 
robbers'  first  attempt,  and  it  will  be  a  les- 
son to  them.  Oh  yes!  I'm  glad  you  let 
them  escape,  Edward.  They  may  have 
families.  If  every  one  behaved  as  you've 
done,  there  would  soon  be  an  end  of  gar- 
roting.  But,  oh !  I  can't  bear  to  think  of 
the  danger  you've  run.  And  I  want  yon 
to  promise  me  never,  never  to  undertake 
such  a  thing  again !" 

Roberts  :  "Well,  I  don't  know—" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Yes,  yes;  you  must! 
Suppose  you  had  got  killed  in  that  awful 
struggle  with  those  reckless  wretches  tug- 
ging to  get  away  from  you !     Think  of  the 


children!  Why,  you  might  have  burst  a. 
blood-vessel !  Will  you  promise,  Edward  ? 
Promise  this  instant,  on  your  bended 
knees,  just  as  if  you  were  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice !"  Mrs.  Roberts's  excitement  mounts, 
and  she  flings  herself  at  her  husband's  feet, 
and  pulls  his  face  down  to  hers  Avith  the 
arm  she  has  thrown  about  his  neck.  "Will 
you  promise?" 

Mrs.  Crashaiv,  entering  unobserved: 
"Promise  you  what,  Agnes?  The  man 
doesn't  smoke  now.  What  more  can  you 
ask  ?"  She  starts  back  from  the  spectacle 
of  Roberts's  disordered  dress.  "Why, 
what's  happened  to  you,  Edward  ?" 

Mrs.  Roberts,  springing  to  her  feet: 
"  Oh,  you  may  well  ask  that.  Aunt  Mary ! 
Happened  ?  You  ought  to  fall  down  and 
worship  him !  And  you  ivill  when  you 
know  what  he's  been  through.  He's  been 
robbed !" 

Ifrs.  Cras/iaw ;"  Robbed  ?  What  non- 
sense !  Who  robbed  him  ?  Where  was 
he  robbed  ?" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "He  was  attacked  by 
two  garroters — " 

Roberts:  "No,  no— " 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  ' '  Don't  speak,  Edward ! 
I  Jcnoiv  there  were  two.  On  the  Common. 
Not  half  an  hour  ago.  As  he  was  going 
to  get  me  some  rose-buds.  In  the  midst  of 
this  terrible  storm." 

Mrs.  Crashav)  :  "Is  this  true,  Edward?" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  ' '  Don't  answer,  Edward ! 
One  of  the  band  threw  his  arm  round  Ed- 
ward's neck — so."  She  illustrates  by  gar- 
roting  Mrs.  Crashaw,  who  disengages  her- 
self with  difficulty. 

Mrs.  Crashaw :  ' '  Mercy,  child !  What 
are  you  doing  to  my  lace  ?"  « 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "And  the  other  one 
snatched  his  watch,  and  ran  as  fast  as  he 
could." 

ikfrs,  (7ras7la^t? ;  "Willis's watch?  Why, 
he's  got  it  on." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  with  proud  delight:  "  Ex- 
actly what  I  said  when  he  told  me."  Then, 
very  solemnly:  "And  do  you  know  ivhy 
he's  got  it  on  ? — 'Sh,  Edward !  I  will  tell ! 
Because  he  ran  after  them  and  took  it 
back  again." 

Mrs.  Crashaiv  :  "Why,  they  might 
have  killed  him !" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "Of  coiu^se  they  might. 
But  Edward  didn't  care.  The  idea  of 
being  robbed  at  six  o'clock  on  the  Com- 
mon made  him  so  furious  that  he  scorned 
to  cry  out  for  help,  or  call  the  police,  or 
anything;  but  he  just  ran  after  them — " 
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Bobej^ts :  ' '  Agnes  I  Agnes  I  There  was 
only  one.'^ 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Nonsense,  Edward  I 
How  could  you  tell,  so  excited  as  you 
Avere  ? — And  caught  hold  of  the  largest 
of  the  wretches — a  perfect  young  giant — '" 

Boberts :  ''No.  no;  not  a  gkinf,  my 
dear." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  ''Well,  he  was  young, 
anyway  I — And  Hung  him  on  the  ground."" 
She  advances  upon  Mrs.  Crashaw  in  her 
enthusiasm. 

Mrs.  Crasliaw :  "Don't  you  fling  me 
on  the  ground.  Agnes  I     I  won't  have  it." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "And  tore  his  coat  open, 
while  all  the  rest  were  tugging  at  him, 
and  snatched  his  watch,  and  then — and 
tiien  just  walked  coolly  away." 

Roberts:  "No,  m}^  dear;  I  ran  as  fast 
as  I  could." 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  "Well,  ran.  It's  quite 
the  same  thing,  and  I'm  just  as  proud  of 
you  as  if  you  had  walked.  Of  course  you 
were  not  going  to  throw  your  life  away," 

Mrs.  Crashaic  ;  "I  think  he  did  a  very 
silly  thing  in  going  after  them  at  all." 

Roberts:  "Why,  of  course, if  I'd  thought 
twice  about  it,  I  shouldn't  have  done  it.'' 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  "Of  coui*se  you  wouldn't, 
dear!  And  that's  what  I  want  him  to 
promise.  Aunt  Mary:  never  to  do  it  again, 
no  matter  how  much  he's  provoked.  I 
want  him  to  promise  it  right  here  in  your 
presence.  Aunt  Mary!" 

Mrs.  Crashaiv ;  "  I  think  it's  much  more 
important  he  should  put  on  another  col- 
lar and— shirt,  if  he's  going  to  see  com- 
pany." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Yes:  go  right  off  at 
on.ce,  Edward.  How  you  do  think  of 
things,  Aunt  Mary!  I  really  suppose  I 
should  have  gone  on  all  night  and  never 
noticed  his  looks.  Run,  Edward,  and  do 
it,  dear.  But — kiss  me  first!  Oh,  it  don't 
seem  as  if  you  could  be  alive  and  well 
after  it  all!  Are  you  sure  you're  not 
hurt?" 

Roberts,  embracing  her:  "No;  I'm  all 
right." 

Mi^s.  Roberts  :  "  And  you're  not  injured 
internally?  Sometimes  they're  injured 
internally— aren't  they.  Aunt  Mary? — and 
it  doesn't  show  till  months  afterward. 
Are  you  sure  ?" 

Roberts,  making  a  cursory  examination 
of  his  ribs  Avith  his  hands:  "Yes,  I  think 
so." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "And  you  don't  feel  any 
bad  effects  from  the  cologne,  now  f     Just 


think.  Aunt  Mary,  I  gave  him  cologne  to 
drink,  and  poured  the  brandy  on  his  head, 
when  he  came  in!  But  I  was  determined 
to  keep  calm,  whatever  I  did.  And  if  I've 
poisoned  him  I'm  quite  willing  to  die  for 
it.  Oh,  quite!  I  would  gladly  take  the 
blame  of  it  before  the  whole  world." 

Mrs.  Crashaic:  "Well,  for  pity's  sake, 
let  the  man  go  and  make  himself  decent. 
There's  your  bell,  now." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Yes,  do  go,  Edward. 
But — kiss  me — " 

Mrs.  CrasJiaic  :  "He  did  kiss  you,  Ag- 
nes.     Don't  be  a  simpleton  !" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Did  he?  Well,  kiss  me 
again,  then,  Edward.  And  now  do  go, 
dear.  M-m-m-m."  The  inarticulate  en- 
dearments represented  by  these  signs  termi- 
nate in  a  wild  embi-ace,  protracted  half- 
way across  the  room,  in  the  height  of 
which  Mr.  Willis  Campbell  enters. 

Willis,  pausing  in  contemplation: 
"  Hello !  What's  the  matter  i  What's  she 
trying  to  get  out  of  you.  Roberts  ?  Don't 
you  do  it,  anyway,  old  fellows" 

Mrs.  Roberts,  in  an  ecstasy  of  satisfac- 
tion :  "  Willis !  Oh,  you've  come  in  time 
to  see  him  just  as  he  is.  Look  at  him, 
Willis!''  In  the  excess  of  her  emotion 
she  twitches  her  husband  about,  and  with 
his  arm  fast  in  her  clutch,  presents  him  in 
the  disadvantageous  effect  of  having  just 
been  taken  into  custody.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances Roberts's  attempt  at  an  expres- 
sion of  diffident  heroism  fails;  he  looks 
sneaking,  he  looks  guilty,  and  his  eyes  fall 
under  the  astonished  regard  of  his  bro- 
ther-in-law. 

Willis:  "What's  the  matter  with  him  ? 
What's  he  been  doing  ?" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "'Sh,  Edward!— What's 
he  been  doing  ?  What  does  he  look  as  if  he 
had  been  doing  ?" 

Mr^s.  Crashaic:  "Agnes—" 

Willis:  "He  looks  as  if  he  had  been 
signing  the  pledge.  And  he — smells  like 
it." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "For  shame,  Willis!  I 
should  think  you'd  sink  through  the  floor. 
Edward,  not  a  word!  I  am  ashamed  of 
him,  if  he  is  my  brother." 

Willis:  "Why,  what  in  the  world's  up, 
Agnes?" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "  Up  ?  He's  been  robbed ! 
— robbed  on  the  Common,  not  five  minutes 
ago!  A  whole  gang  of  garroters  surround- 
ed him  under  the  Old  Elm— or  just  where 
it  used  to  be— and  took  his  watch  away ! 
And  he  ran  after  them,  and  knocked  the 
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largest  of  the  gang-  down,  and  took  it  back 
again.  He  wasn't  hurt,  but  we're  afraid  he's 
l)een  injured  internally;  he  maybe  bleed- 
ing internally,  noir^  Oh.  do  you  think 
he  is,  Willis  ?  Don't  you  think  we  ought 
to  send  for  a  physician  ? — That,  and  the  co- 
logne I  gave  him  to  drink.  It's  the  brandy 
I  poured  on  his  head  makes  him  smell  so. 
And  he  all  so  exhausted  he  couldn't  speak, 
and  I  didn't  know  what  I  was  doing,  ei- 
ther ;  but  he's  promised — oh  yes,  he's  prom- 
ised!— never,  never  to  do  it  again."'  She 
again  flings  her  arms  about  her  husband, 
and  then  turns  proudl}^  to  her  brother. 

Willis:  "Do  you  know  what  it  means. 
Aunt  Mary  ?'■ 

Mrs.  Crashaiv :  ' '  Xot  in  the  least !  But 
I've  no  doubt  that  Edward  can  explain, 
after  he's  changed  his  linen — " 

Jlrs.  Roberts :  ' '  Oh.  yes.  do  go.  Edward  : 
Not  but  what  I  should  be  proud  and  hap- 
py to  have  you  appear  just  as  you  are  be- 
fore the  whole  world,  if  it  was  only  to  put 
"Willis  down,  with  his  jokes  about  your  ab- 
sent-mindedness, and  his  boasts  about  those 
California  desperadoes  of  his."' 

Roberts :  ' '  Come,  come,  Agnes  I  I  m  ust 
protest  against  your — '' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "  Oh,  I  know  it  doesn't 
become  me  to  praise  your  courage, darling  I 
But  I  should  like  to  know  what  Willis 
would  have  done,  with  all  his  California 
experience,  if  a  garroter  had  taken  his 
watch  r' 

Willis ;  * '  I  should  have  let  him  keep  it, 
and  pay  five  dollars  a  quarter  himself  for 
getting  it  cleaned  and  spoiled.  Anybody 
but  a  literary  man  would.  How  many 
of  them  were  there,  Roberts  ?"' 

Roberts  .•  "  I  only  saw  one.'' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  ''But  of  course  there 
were  more.  How  could  he  tell,  in  the 
dark  and  excitement  ?  And  the  one  he  did 
see  was  a  perfect  giant ;  so  you  can  imagine 
what  the  rest  must  have  been  like." 

Willis:  ''Did  you  really  knock  him 
down  r' 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  '' Knock  him  down?  Of 
course  he  did." 

Mrs.  Crashaic:  ''Agnes,  icill  you  hold 
your  tongue,  and  let  the  men  alone  ?'' 

Mrs.  Roberts,  whimpering:  "I  can't, 
Aunt  Mary.  And  you  couldn't,  if  it  was 
yours." 

Roberts:  '"I  pulled  him  over  back- 
wards." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "There,  Willis!'' 

Willis :  ' '  And  grabbed  your  watch  from 
him  ?'' 


Roberts:  ''I  was  in  quite  a  frenzy;  I 
really  hardly  knew  what  I  was  doing — " 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "And  he  didn't  cafl  for 
the  police,  or  anything — " 

Willis:  "Ah,  that  showed  presence  of 
mind!  He  knew  it  wouldn't  have  been 
any  use." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "And  when  he  had  got 
his  watch  away  from  them,  he  just  let  them 
go,  because  they  had  families  dependent 
on  them." 

Willis:  "  I  should  have  let  them  go  in 
the  first  place,  but  you  behaved  handsome- 
ly in  the  end,  Roberts;  there's  no  denying 
that.  And  when  you  came  in  she  gave 
you  cologne  to  drink,  and  poured  brandy 
on  your  head.  It  must  have  revived  you. 
I  should  think  it  would  wake  the  dead." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "I  was  all  excitement, 
Willis—" 

Willis:  "Xo,  I  should  think  from  the 
fact  that  you  had  set  the  decanter  here  on 
the  hearth,  and  put  your  cologne  into  the 
wood-box,  you  were  perfectly  calm,  Ag- 
nes." He  takes  them  up  and  hands  them 
to  her.  •'•  Quite  as  calm  as  usual."  The 
door-bell  rings. 

Mrs.  Crashaic:  ''Willis,  tcill  you  let 
that  ridiculous  man  go  away  and  make 
himself  presentable  before  people  begin  to 
come  ?"  The  bell  rings  violently,  peal 
upon  peal. 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "  Oh,  my  goodness,  what's 
that  ?  It's  the  garroters — I  know  it  is ;  and 
we  shall  all  be  murdered  in  our  beds !" 

Mrs.  Crashaic:  "What  in  the  world 
can  it — ■" 

Willis:  ''Why  don't  your  girl  answer 
the  bell,  Agnes  ?  Or  I'll  go,  myself. "  The 
bell  rings  violently  again. 

3Irs.  Roberts:  "A"o. Willis,  you  sha'n't! 
Don't  leave  me,  Edward!  Aimt  Mary! — 
Oh,  if  we  must  die,  let  us  all  die  together  I 
Oh,  my  poor  children !  Ugh !  What's  that  V 
The  servant-maid  opens  the  outer  door, 
and  uttering  a  shriek,  rushes  in  through 
the  drawing-room  portiere. 

Bella,  the  Maid:  ''Oh,  my  goodness! 
Mrs.  Roberts,  it's  Mr.  Bemis!'' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  ''Which  Mr.  Bemis  ?"' 

Roberts : '  *  What'sthe  matter  with  him  ?" 

Mrs.  Crashaic:  "Why  doesn't  she  show 
him  in  T' 

Willis:  "Has  he  been  garroting  some- 
body too  ?" 

.  J/r.  Bemis.  appearing  through  the  por- 
\yiere :  ' '  I — I  beg  your  pardon,  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts. I  oughtn't  to  present  myself  in  this 
state — I —    But  I  thought  I'd  better  stop  on 
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f VE    JUST    BEEN    ROBBED  ! 


my  way  home  and  report,  so  that  my  son 
needn't  be  alarmed  at  my  absence  when 
he  comes.  I — "  He  stops,  exhausted,  and 
regards  the  others  with  a  wild  stare,  while 
they  stand  taking  note  of  his  disordered 
coat,  his  torn  vest,  and  his  tumbled  hat. 
"I've  just  been  robbed—" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Robbed?      Why,    Ed- 
ward has  been  robbed  too." 


Bemis:  "—coming  through  the  Com- 
mon— " 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Yes,  Edward  was  com- 
ing through  the  Common." 

Bemis :  "  —of  my  watch—" 

Mrs.  Roberts,  in  rapturous  admiration 
of  the  coincidence:  "Oh,  and  it  was  Ed- 
ward's watch  they  took!" 

Willis:  "It's   a  parallel  case,  Agnes. 
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Pour  liim  out  a  fflass  of  cologne  to  drink, 
and  rub  his  head  with  brandy.  And  you 
niig'ht  let.liini  sit  down  and  rest  while 
you're  enjoying  the  excitement." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  in  hospitable  remorse: 
"Oh,  what  am  I  thinking  of!  Here,  Ed- 
ward— or  no,  you're  too  weak,  you  mustn't. 
Willis,  yoit  help  me  to  help  him  to  the 
sofa." 

Mrs.  Crashaiv :  "I  think  you'd  better 
help  him  off  with  his  overcoat  and  his 
arctics."  To  the  maid:  "Here,  Bella,  if 
you  haven't  quite  taken  leave  of  your  wits, 
undo  his  shoes." 

Roberts:  ^^ Fll  help  him  off  with  his 
coat—" 

Bern  is  :  "  Careful !  careful !  I  may  be 
injured  internally." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "Oh,  if  you  only  ivere, 
Mr.  Bemis,  perhaps  I  could  persuade  Ed- 
ward that  he  was  too:  I  knoiv  he  is.  Ed- 
w^ard,  don't  exert  yourself!  Aunt  Mary, 
will  you  stop  him,  or  do  you  all  Avisli  to 
see  me  go  distracted  here  before  your 
eyes  ?" 

Willis,  examining  the  overcoat  which 
Roberts  has  removed:  "Well,  you  won't 
have  much  trouble  buttoning  and  unbut- 
toning this  coat  for  the  present." 

Mr.  Bemis :  ' '  They  tore  it  open ,  and  tore 
my  watcli  from  my  vest  pocket — " 

Willis,  looking  at  the  vest:  "I  see. 
Pretty  lively  work.  Were  there  many 
of  them  ?" 

Bemis :  "There  must  have  been  two,  at 
least—" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "There  w^ere  half  a  doz- 
en in  the  gang  that  attacked  Edward." 

Bemis:  "One  of  them  pulled  me  vio- 
lently over  on  my  back — " 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "Edward's  put  his  arm 
round  his  neck  and  choked  him." 

Mrs.  Crashaic :  "Agnes!" 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "I  knoio  he  did,  Aunt 
Mary." 

Bemis  :  "And  the  other  tore  my  watcli 
out  of  my  pocket." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  '^Edivard's — " 

Mrs.  Crashaiv:  "Agnes,  I'm  thorough- 
ly ashamed  of  j^ou.  Will  you  stop  inter- 
rupting ?" 

Bemis:  "And  left  me  lying  in  the 
snow." 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  ' '  An  d  then  he  ran  after 
them,  and  snatched  his  watcli  away  again 
in  spite  of  them  all;  and  he  didn't  call  for 
the  iiolice,  or  anything,  because  it  was 
their  first  offense,  and  he  couldn't  bear  to 
think  of  their  suffering  families." 


Bemis,  with  a  stare  of  profound  aston- 
ishment: "Who  ?" 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Edward.  Didn't  I  say 
Edward,  all  the  time  ?" 

Bemis  :  "I  thought  you  meant  me.  I 
didn't  think  of  pursuing  them;  but  you 
may  be  very  sure  that  if  there  had  been  a 
policeman  within  call — of  course  there 
wasn't  one  within  cannon-shot — I  should 
have  handed  the  scoundrels  over  without 
the  slightest  remorse." 

Roberts  :  ' '  Oh !"  He  sinks  into  a  chair 
with  a  slight  groan. 

Willis:  "What  is  it?" 

Roberts:  "'Sh!  Don't  say  anything. 
But — stav  here.  I  want  to  speak  with 
you,  Willis." 

Bemis,  with  mounting  wrath:  "I 
should  not  have  hesitated  an  instant  to 
give  the  rascal  in  charge,  no  matter  loho 
was  dependent  upon  him  —  no  matter  if 
he  were  my  dearest  friend,  my  own  bro- 
ther." 

Roberts,  under  his  breath:  "Gracious 
powers!" 

Bemis:  "And  while  I  am  very  sorry 
to  disagree  with  Mr.  Roberts,  I  can't  help 
feeling  that  he  made  a  great  mistake  in 
allowing  the  ruffians  to  escape." 

Mrs.  Crashaiv,  Avith  severity:  "I  think 
you  are  quite  right,  Mr.  Bemis." 

Bemis:  "Probably  it  was  the  same 
gang  attacked  us  both.  After  escaping 
from  Mr.  Roberts  they  fell  upon  me." 

Mrs.  Crashaw :  "I  haven't  a  doubt  of 
it." 

Roberts,  sotto  voce  to  his  brother-in- 
law:  "X  think  I'll  ask  you  to  go  with  me 
to  my  room,  AVillis.  Don't  alarm  Agnes, 
please.     I — I  feel  quite  faint." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  crest-fallen :  "  I  can't  feel 
that  Edward  was  to  blame.  Ed —  Oh,  I 
suppose  he's  gone  off  to  make  himself  pre- 
sentable. But  Willis—  Where's  Willis, 
Aunt  Mary?" 

Mrs.  Crashaw :  "Probably  gone  with 
him  to  help  him." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Oh,  he  saiv  hovr  un- 
strung poor  Edward  was!  Mr.  Bemis,  I 
think  you're  quite  prejudiced.  How  could 
Edward  help  their  escaping  ?  I  think  it 
was  quite  enough  for  him,  single-handed, 
to  get  his  watch  back."  A  ring  at  the 
door,  and  then  a  number  of  voices  in  the 
anteroom.  "  I  do  believe  they'i-e  all  there ! 
I'll  just  run  out  and  prepare  your  son. 
He  would  be  dreadfully  shocked  if  he 
came  right  in  upon  you."  She  runs  into 
the  anteroom,  and  is  heard  Avithout :  ' '  Oh, 
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Dr.  Lawtoiil  Oh,  Lou,  dear!  Oh,  Mr. 
BemisI  How  can  I  ever  tell  you  ?  Your 
poor  father !  No.  no,  I  can't  tell  you  1  You 
mustn't  ask  me  1  It's  too  hideous!  And 
you  wouldn't  believe  me  if  I  did." 

Chorus  of  anguished  coices  :  "  What  ? 
what  ?  Avhat  T' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  *"  They've  been  robbed! 
Garroted  on  the  Common!  And,  oh,  Dr. 
Lawton,  I'm  so  glad  youve  come !  They're 
both  injured  internally,  but  I  icish  you'd 
look  at  Edward  first.'' 

Bemis:  '*  Good  heavens!  Is  that  ^Irs. 
Roberts's  idea  of  preparing-  my  son  ?  And 
his  poor  young  wife!''  He  addresses  his 
demand  to  Mrs.  Crashaw,  who  lifts  the 
hands  of  impotent  despair. 

11. 

In  Mr.  Roberts's  dressing-room,  that 
gentleman  is  discovered  tragically  con- 
fronting Mr.  "VVill  is  Campbell,  with  a  watch 
uplifted  in  either  hand. 

Willis:  "Well?" 

Roberts,  gasping:  '''My — my  watch  !'' 

W^illis:  "Yes.  How  comes  there  to  be 
two  of  it  ?'' 

Roberts:  ''Don't  you  understand? 
When  I  went  out  I— didn't  take  niy  watcli 
— with  me.      I  left  it  here  on  mv  bureau.'' 

Willis:  '•Wellr' 

Roberts :  "Oh,  merciful  heavens !  don't 
you  see  ?  Then  I  couldn't  have  been 
I'obbed !"' 

Willis:  "Well,  but  whose  watch  did 
you  take  from  the  fellow  that  didn't  rob 
you,  then  ?"' 

Roberts:  "His  own!''  He  abandons 
himself  powerlessl\'  upon  a  chair.  ' '  Y^'es : 
I  left  my  own  watch  liere,  and  when  that 
person  brushed  against  me  in  the  Com- 
mon, I  missed  it  for  the  first  time.  I  sup- 
posed he  had  robbed  me,  and  ran  after 
him,  and — " 

W^illis:  "Robbed  hiniT 

Roberts:  "Yes." 

Willis:  "Ah,  ha,  ha,  ha!  I,  hi,  hi,  hi! 
0,  ho,  ho,  ho!"  He  yields  to  a  series  of 
these  gusts  and  paroxysms,  bowing  up  and 
down,  and  stamping  to  and  fro,  and  final- 
ly sits  down  exhausted,  and  wipes  the 
tears  from  his  cheeks.  ' '  Really,  this  thing 
will  kill  me.  What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it,  Roberts  ?" 

Roberts,  with  profound  dejection  and 
abysmal  solemnity  :  "I  don't  know, 
Willis.  Don't  you  see  that  it  must  have 
been— that  I  must  have  robbed— Mr.  Be- 


Willis ;  "Bemis !''  After  a  moment  for 
tasting  the  fact.  "Whj-,  so  it  was!  Oh. 
Lord  !  oh.  Lord !  And  was  poor  old  Bemis 
that  burly  rufiian  ?  that  blood-thirsty  gang 
of  giants?  that — that— oh. Lord  !  oh.  Lord  !  ' 
He  bows  his  head  n])on  his  chair  back  in 
complete  exhaustion,  demandiug,  feebly, 
as  he  gets  breath  for  the  successive  ques- 
tions, "What  are  you  going  to  d-o-o-o  ? 
What  .shall  you  s-a  a-a-y  ?  How  can  you 
ex^ila-a-ain  it  f" 

Roberts:  "I  can  do  nothing.  I  can  say 
nothing.  I  can  never  explain  it.  I  must 
go  to  ]\Ir.  Bemis  and  n)ake  a  clean  breast 
of  it ;  but  think  of  the  absurdity— the  ridi- 
cule!" 

Willis,  after  a  thoughtful  silence:  "Oh, 
it  isn't  that  you've  got  to  think  of.  Y'ou've 
got  to  think  of  the  old  gentleman's  sense 
of  injury  and  outrage.  Didn't  you  hear 
what  he  said — that  he  would  have  hand- 
ed over  his  dearest  friend,  his  own  brother, 
to  the  ]>olice?'' 

Roberts:  But  that  was  in  the  supposi- 
tion that  his  dearest  friend,  his  own  bro- 
ther, liad  intentionally  robbed  him.  You 
can't  imagine,  Willis — '' 

Willis:  "Oh,  I  can  imagine  a  great 
many  things.  It's  all  well  enough  for  you 
to  say  that  the  robber}-  was  a  mistake ;  but 
it  was  a  genuine  case  of  garroting,  as  far 
as  the  assault  and  taking  the  watch  go. 
He's  a  very  pudgicky  old  gentleman." 

Roberts:  "He  is." 

Willis:  "And  I  don't  see  how  you're 
going  to  satisfy  him  that  it  was  all  a  joke. 
Joke  ?  It  icasn't  a  joke!  It  was  a  real  as- 
sault and  a  bona  fide  robbery,  and  Bemis 
can  prove  it."' 

Roberts :  ' '  But  he  would  never  insist — " 

Willis  :  "Oh,  I  don't  know  about  that. 
He's  i^retty  queer,  Bemis  is.  You  can't  say 
what  an  old  gentleman  like  that  will  or 
won't  do.  If  he  should  choose  to  carr}'  it 
into  court — '' 

Roberts:  "Court!" 

Willis:  " — it  might  be  embarrassing. 
And  anyway  itw^ould  have  a  very  strange 
look  in  the  papers." 

Roberts : '  *  The  papers !   Good  gracious !" 

Willis:  "Ten  years  from  now,  a  man 
that  heard  you  mentioned  would  forget  all 
about  the  acquittal,  and  say:  'Roberts? 
Oh  yes!  Wasn't  he  the  one  they  sent  to 
the  House  of  Correction  for  garroting  an 
old  friend  of  his  on  the  Common  V  You 
see  it  wouldn't  do  to  go  and  make  a  clean 
breast  of  it  to  Bemis." 

Roberts:  "I  see.'' 
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Willis:  "What  will  you  do  ?" 

Roberts:  "I  must  never  say  anything* 
to  him  about  it.    Just  let  it  go." 

Willis:  "And  keep  his  watch  ?  I  don't 
see  how  you  could  manage  that.  What 
would  you  do  with  the  watch  ?  You  might 
sell  it,  of  course — " 

Roberts  :  "Oh  no;  I  couldn't  do  that." 

Willis:  "You  might  give  it  away  to 
some  deserving  person;  but  if  it  got  him 
into  trouble — " 

Roberts:  "No,  no;  that  wouldn't  do, 
either." 

Willis:  "And  you  can't  have  it  lying 
around;  Agnes  would  be  sure  to  find  it, 
sooner  or  later." 

Roberts:  "Yes." 

Willis:  "Besides, there'syourconscience. 
Your  conscience  Avouldn't  let  you  keep 
Bemis's  watch  away  from  him.  And  if  it 
would,  what  do  you  suppose  Agnes's  con- 
science would  do  when  she  came  to  find  it 
out?  Agnes  hasn't  got  much  of  a  head — 
the  want  of  it  seems  to  grow  upon  her; 
but  she's  got  a  conscience  as  big  as  the  side 
of  a  house." 

Roberts:  "Oh,  I  see,  I  see." 

Willis,  coming  up,  and  standing  over 
him,  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets  :  "  I  tell 
you  what,  Roberts,  you're  in  a  box." 

Roberts,  abjectly:  "  I  know  it,  Willis;  I 
know  it.  What  do  you  suggest  ?  You 
must  know  some  way  out  of  it." 

Willis:  "It  isn't  a  simple  matter  like 
telling  them  to  start  the  elevator  down 
when  they  couldn't  start  her  up.  I've  got 
to  think  it  over."  He  walks  to  and  fro, 
Roberts's  eyes  helplessly  following  his 
movements.  ' '  How  would  it  do  to —  No, 
that  wouldn't  do,  either." 

Roberts :  ' '  What  wouldn't  ?" 

Willis:  "Nothing-.  I  was  just  think- 
ing—  I  say,  you  might —  Or,  no,  you 
couldn't." 

Roberts:  "  Couldn't  what  ?" 

Willis:  "Nothing.  But  if  you  were 
to —     No;  up  a  stump  that  way  too." 

Roberts  :  "  Which  way  ?  For  mercy's 
sake,  my  dear  fellow,  don't  seem  to  get  a 
clew  if  you  haven't  it.  It's  more  than  I 
can  bear."  He  rises  and  desperately  con- 
fronts Willis  in  liis  promenade.  "  If  you 
see  any  hope  at  all — " 

Willis,  stopping:  "Why,  if  you  were  a 
different  sort  of  fellow,  Roberts,  the  thing 
would  be  perfectly  easy." 

Roberts:  "Very  well,  then.  What 
sort  of  fellow  do  you  want  me  to  be  ?  I'll 
be  any  sort  of  fellow  you  like." 


Willis  :  ' '  Oh,  but  you  couldn't !  With 
that  face  of  yours,  and  that  confounded 
conscience  of  youx-''  behind  it,  you  would 
give  away  the  whitest  lie  that  was  ever 
told." 

Roberts:  "Do  you  wish  me  to  lie? 
Very  well,  then,  I  will  lie.  What  is  the 
lie  ?" 

Willis:  "Ah,  now  you're  talking  like 
a  man !  I  can  soon  think  up  a  lie,  if  you're 
game  for  it.  Suppose  it  wasn't  so  very 
white  ?     Say  a  delicate  blonde  ?" 

Roberts:  "I  shouldn't  care  if  it  were 
as  black  as  the  ace  of  spades." 

Willis  :  ' '  Roberts,  I  honor  you  !  It  isn't 
everybody  who  could  steal  an  old  gentle- 
man's watch,  and  then  be  so  ready  to  lie 
out  of  it.  Well,  you  have  got  courage— 
both  kinds — moral  and  j^hysical." 

Roberts:  "Thank  you,  Willis.  Of 
course  I  don't  pretend  that  I  should  l>e 
willing  to  lie,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. But  for  the  sake  of  Agnes  and 
the  children —  I  don't  want  any  awkward- 
ness about  the  matter;  it  would  be  the 
death  of  me.  Well,  what  do  you  wish 
me  to  say?  Be  quick;  I  don't  believe  I 
could  hold  out  for  a  great  while.  I  don't 
suppose  but  what  Mr.  Bemis  would  be  rea- 
sonable even  if  I — " 

W^illis :  "I'm  afraid  we  couldn't  trust 
him.  The  only  way  is  for  you  to  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns." 

Roberts:  "Yes?" 

Willis :  ' '  You  will  not  only  have  to  lie, 
Roberts,  but  you  will  have  to  wear  an  air 
of  innocent  candor  at  the  same  time." 

Roberts:  "I  —  I'm  afraid  I  couldn't 
manage  that.     What  is  your  idea  ?" 

Willis  :  "  Oh,  just  come  into  the  room 
with  a  laugh,  when  we  go  back,  and  say, 
in  an  ofl:-hand  way:  'By-the-way,  Agnes, 
Yv^illis  and  I  made  a  remarkable  discovery 
in  my  dressing-room.  We  found  my 
watch  there  on  the  bureau.  Ha,  ha,  ha!' 
Do  you  think  you  could  do  it  ?" 

Roberts  :  "  I — I  don't  know." 

Willis :  "  Try  the  laugh  now." 

Roberts  :  "I'd  rather  not — now." 

Willis  :  "Well,  try  it,  anyway." 

Roberts:  "Ha!  ha!  ha!" 

Willis :  ' '  Once  more. " 

Roberts:  "Ha!  ha!  ha!" 

Willis :  "  Pretty  ghastly.  But  I  guess 
you  can  come  it." 

Roberts  :  "  I'll  try.     And  then  what?" 

Willis  :  "And  then  you  say :  '  I  hadn't 
put  it  on  when  I  went  out,  and  when  I  got 
after  that  felloAV  and  took  it  back,.  I  was 
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simply  gettinp:  somebody  else's  watch  I' 
Then  you  hold  out  both  watches  to  her, 
and  laugh  again.  Everybody  laughs,  and 
crowds  round  you  to  examine  the  watches, 
and  you  make  fun  and  crack  jokes  at  your 
own  expense  all  the  time,  and  pretty  soon 
old  Bemis  says:  *  Why,  this  is  my  watch, 
now.''  and  you  laugh  more  than  ever — " 

Eoherts :  "I'm  afraid  I  couldn't  laugh 
when  he  said  that.  I  don't  believe  I 
could  laugh.  It  would  make  my  blood 
run  cold." 

Willis:  "Oh  no,  it  wouldn't.  You'd 
be  in  the  spirit  of  it  by  that  time.'' 

Roberts :  ''Do  you  think  so  ?     Well  ?'' 

Willis:  "And  then  you  say:  'Well, 
this  is  the  most  remarkable  coincidence  I 
ever  heard  of.  I  didn't  get  my  own  watch 
from  the  fellow,  but  I  got  yours,  Mr.  Be- 
mis,' and  then  you  hand  it  over  to  him, 
and  say,  'Sorry  I  had  to  break  the  chain 
in  getting  it  from  him,'  and  then  every- 
body laughs  again,  and — and  that  ends  it." 

Boberts,  v:it\i  a  profound  sigh:  "Do 
you  tliink  that  would  end  it  ?'' 

Willis:  "Why,  certainly.  It  '11  put  old 
Bemis  in  the  Avrong,  don't  you  see  ?  It  '11 
show^  that  instead  of  letting  the  fellow  es- 
cape to  go  and  rob  him,  you  attacked  him 
and  took  Bemis's  property  back  from  him 
yourself.  Bemis  wouldn't  have  a  word  to 
say.  All  you've  got  to  do  is  to  keep  up  a 
light,  confident  manner." 

Roberts:  "But  wliat  if  it  shouldn't  put 
Bemis  in  the  wrong  ?  What  if  he  shouldn't 
say  or  do  anything  that  Ave've  counted 
upon,  but  something  altogether  different  ?'' 

Willis :  "Well,  then,  you  must  trust  to 
inspiration,  and  adapt  yourself  to  circum- 
stances." 

Roberts : ' '  Wouldn't  it  be  rather  more  of 
a  joke  to  come  out  ^vith  the  facts  at  once  ?" 

Willis :  ' '  On  you  it  w^ould.  And  a  year 
fromnow^— say  next  Christmas— you  could 
get  the  laugh  on  Bemis,  that  way.  But 
if  you  were  to  risk  it  now,  there's  no  tell- 
ing hoAV  he'd  take  it.  He's  so  indignant 
he  might  insist  upon  leaving  the  house. 
But  with  this  plan  of  mine — " 

Roberts,  in  despair  :  "I  couldn't,  Wil- 
lis. I  don't  feel  light,  and  I  don't  feel 
confident ;  and  I  couldn't  act  it.  If  it  were 
a  simple  lie — " 

Willis :  ' '  Oh,  lies  are  never  simple. 
They  require  the  exercise  of  all  your  in- 
genuity. If  you  want  something  simple, 
you  must  stick  to  the  truth,  and.  throw 
yourself  on  Bemis's  mercy." 

Roberts,  walking  up  and  down  in  great 


distress:  "I  can't  do  it ;  I  can't  do  it.  It's 
veiw  kind  of  you  to  think  it  all  out  for  me ; 
but' — struck  l)y  a  sudden  idea —  "Wil- 
lis, whv  shouldn't  you  do  it  ?"' 

Willis:  "I?" 

Roberts:  "  You're  good  at  tho.se  things. 
You  have  so  much  aplomb,  you  know. 
YoH  could  carry  it  off,  you  know,  first- 
rate.'' 

Willis,  as  if  finding  a  certain  fascina- 
tion in  the  idea:  "  Well,  I  don't  know—" 

Roberts:  "And  I  could  chime  in  on  the 
laugh.  I  think  I  could  do  that,  if  some- 
body else  was  doing  the  rest." 

Willis,  after  a  moment  of  silent  reflec- 
tion :  "  I  should  like  to  do  it.  I  should  like 
to  see  how  old  Bemis  would  look  Avhen  I 
played  it  on  him.  Roberts  I  I  will  do  it. 
Not  a  word!  I  sliould  like  to  do  it.  Now 
you  go  on  and  hurry  up  your  toilet,  old 
fellow;  you  needn't  mind  me  here.  I'll 
be  rehearsing." 

il/rs.  Roberts,  knocking  at  the  door, 
outside:  "Ed  ward,  are  you  ??er(?r  coming?" 

Roberts:  "Yes,  yes;  I'll  be  there  in  a 
minute,  my  dear.'' 

Willis:  "Yes,  he'll  be  there.  Run  along 
back,  aiul  keep  it  going  till  we  come.  Rob- 
erts, I  wouldn't  take  a  thousand  dollars 
for  this  chance." 

Roberts:  "  I'm  glad  you  like  it." 

Willis :  ' '  Like  it  ?  Of  course  I  do.  Or, 
no  I  Hold  on!  Wait!  It  won't  do!  No; 
you  must  take  the  leading  part,  and  I'll 
support  you,  and  I'll  come  in  strong  if  you 
break  down.  That's  the  way  Ave  have  got 
to  work  it.     You  must  make  the  start." 

Roberts :  "  Couldn't  you  make  it  better, 
Willis  ?     It's  your  idea." 

Willis :  "  No ;  they'd  be  sure  to  suspect 
me,  and  they  can't  suspect  you  of  any- 
thing— you're  so  innocent.  The  illusion 
will  be  complete!" 

Roberts,  very  doubtfully  :  "Do  you 
think  so  ?'' 

TWZZ/s.*  "Yes,  Hurry  up.  Let  me  un- 
button that  collar  for  you." 

III. 

Mrs.  Roberts,  surrounded  by  her  guests, 
and  confronting  from  her  sofa  Mr.  Bemis, 
who  still  remains  sunken  in  his  arm-chair, 
has  apparently  closed  an  exhaustive  re- 
cital of  the  events  Avhicli  have  ended  in  his 
I)resence  there.  She  looks  round  with  a 
mixed  air  of  self-denial  and  self-satisfac- 
tion to  read  the  admiration  of  her  listen- 
ers in  their  sympathetic  countenances. 

Dr.  Laicton,  with  an   ironical   sigh  of 
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SHE    LOOKS   FONDLY    UP    INTO    THE    FACE    OF   HER    HUSBAND    FOR    APPROVAL 


profound  imx3ression:  "  Well,  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts, you  are  certainly  the  most  lavishly 
hospitable  of  hostesses.  Every  one  knows 
what  delightful  dinners  you  give ;  but  these 
little  dramatic  episodes  which  you  offer 
your  guests,  by  way  of  appetizer,  are  cer- 
tainly unique.  Last  year  an  elevator 
stuck  in  the  shaft  with  half  the  company 
in  it,  and  this  year  a  highway  robbery,  its 
daring  punishment  and  its  reckless  repeti- 
tion— what  the  newspapers  will  call  '  A 
Triple  Mystery'  when  it  gets  to  them — and 
both    victims    amons:    our    commensals! 


Really,  I  don't  know  what  more  we  could 
ask  of  you,  unless  it  were  the  foot-padded 
foot-pad  himself  as  a  commensal.  If  this 
sort  of  thing  should  become  cle  rigueur  in 
society  generally,  I  don't  know  what's  to 
become  of  people  who  haven't  your  inven- 
tion." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Oh,  it's  all  very  well  to 
make  fun,  now,  Dr.  Lawton;  but  if  you 
had  been  here  when  they  first  came  in — " 

Young  Mrs.  Beniis:  "Yes,  indeed,  I 
think  so  too,  Mrs.  Roberts.  If  Mr.  Bern  is 
— Alfred,  I  mean — and  papa  hadn't  been 
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-\vith  me  wlicn  you  came  out  there  to  pre- 
pare us,  I  don't  know  Avliat  I  sliould  have 
done.  I  should  certainly  have  died,  or 
gone  tliroug-h  the  floor."  She  looks  fond- 
ly up  into  the  face  of  her  husband  for  ap- 
proval, where  he  stands  behind  her  chair, 
and  furtively  gives  him  her  hand  for  press- 
ure. 

Young  Mr.  Bern  is:  "Somebody  ought 
to  write  to  the  Cur  wens  —  Mi-s.  Cur  wen, 
tliat  is — about  it.'' 

Mrs.  Benu's,  taking  away  her  hand: 
'*  Oil,  yos,  papa,  do  write!" 

Lau'toii :  "I  will,  my  dear.  Even  Mrs. 
Curwen,  dazzling  away  in  another  si)here 
— hemisphere— and  surrounded  by  cardi- 
nals and  all  the  other  celestial  lights  there 
at  Rome,  will  l>e  proud  to  exploit  this  new 
evidence  of  America^  enterprise.  I  can 
fancy  the  effect  she  will  prcKlnce  with  it.'' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "And  the  Millers — what 
a  .shame  they  couldn't  come  I  How  ex- 
cited they  would  have  been  I — that  is,  Mrs. 
Miller.     Is  their  baby  very  bad,  Doctor?'' 

Laii'ton:  "Well,  vaccination  is  always 
a  very  serious  thing — with  a  first  child.  I 
should  .say,  from  the  way  ^Mrs.  Miller  feels 
about  it,  that  Miller  wouldn't  be  able  to  be 
O'jt  for  a  week  to  come  yet.*' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Oh,  how  ridiculous  you 
are.  Doctor'.'' 

Bern  is,  rising  feebly  from  his  chair: 
"Well,  now  that  it's  all  explained,  Mrs. 
Roberts,  I  think  I'd  better  go  home;  and  if 
you'll  kindly  have  them  telephone  for  a 
carriage — '' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "A"o,  indeed,  Mr.  BemisI 
We  shall  not  let  you  go.  Why,  the  idea  ! 
You  must  stay  and  take  dinner  with  us, 
just  the  same." 

Bemis :  "But  in  this  state — '' 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Oh,  never  mind  the 
state.  You  look  perfectly  well;  and  if 
you  insist  upon  going  I  shall  know  that 
you  bear  a  grudge  against  Edward  for  not 
arresting  him.  Wait  I  We  can  put  you  in 
perfect  order  in  just  a  second."  She  flies 
out  of  the  room,  and  then  comes  swooping 
back  with  a  needle  and  thread,  a  fresh 
white  neck-tie,  a  handkerchief,  and  a  hair- 
brush. "There !  I  can't  let  you  go  to  Ed- 
ward's dressing-room,  because  he's  there 
himself,  and  the  children  are  in  mine, 
and  we've  had  to  put  the  new  maid  in  the 
guest  chamber — you  are  rather  cramped 
in  fiats,  that's  true;  that's  the  worst  of 
tiiem — but  if  you  don't  mind  having  your 
toilet  made  in  public,  like  the  King  of 
France — "' 


Bemis,  entering  into  the  spirit  of  it: 
"Not  the  least,  but—''  He  laughs,  and 
drops  back  into  his  chair. 

Mrs.  Roberts,  distributing  the  brush  to 
young  Mr.  Bemis,  and  the  tie  to  his  wife, 
and  droi)ping  upt)n  her  knees  before  Mr. 
Bemis:  "Now,  Mrs.  Lou,  you  just  whip  off 
that  crumpled  tie  and  whip  on  the  fresh 
one,  and.  Mister  Lou,  you  give  his  hair  a 
touch,  and  I'll  have  this  torn  button-hole 
mended  before  you  can  think.''  She  seizes 
it  and  begins  to  sew  vigorously  upon  it. 

Mrs.  CrasJiaw :  "Agnes,  you  are  the 
most  ridiculously  sensible  woman  in  the 
country." 

LaxL'ton,  standing  before  the  groups 
with  his  arms  folded  and  his  feet  well 
apart,  in  an  attitude  of  easy  admiration: 
"The  Wounded  Adonis,  attended  by  the 
Loves  and  Graces.  Familiar  Pompeiian 
fresco.'' 

Mrs.  Roberts,  looking  around  at  him: 
"I  don't  see  a  great  many  Loves.'' 

Laii'ton:  "She  ignores  us,  Mrs.  Cra- 
shaw.      And  after  what  you've  just  said  I'' 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "Then  why  don't  you 
do  something  ?" 

Laii'ton:  "The  Loves  never  do  anj-- 
thing  —  in  frescoes.  They  stand  round 
and  sympathize.  Besides,  we  are  waiting 
to  administer  an  anaesthetic.  But  what  I 
admire  in  this  subject  even  more  than  the 
activity  of  the  Graces  is  the  serene  dignity 
of  the  Adonis.  I  have  seen  my  old  friend 
in  many  trying  positions,  but  I  never  re- 
alized till  now  all  the  simpering  absurd- 
ity, the  flattered  silliness,  the  senile  co- 
quettishness,  of  which  his  benign,  counte- 
nance was  capable." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Don't  mind  him  a  bit, 
Mr.  Bemis;  it's  nothing  but—'' 

Laii'ton  :  "Pure  envy.      I  own  it." 

Bemis:  "All  right,  Lawton.  Wait 
till—'' 

Mrs.  Roberts,  making  a  final  stitch, 
snapping  off  the  thread,  and  springing  to 
her  feet,  all  in  one:  "There!  Have  you 
finished,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  ?  Well,  then, 
take  this  lace  handkerchief,  and  draw  it 
down  from  his  neck  and  -pin  it  in  his 
waistcoat,  and  you  have — " 

Laii'ton,  as  Mr.  Bemis  rises  to  his  feet: 
"A  Gentleman  of  the  Old  School.  Bemis, 
you  look  like  a  miniature  of  yourself  by 
Malbone.  Rather  flattered,  but  — recog- 
nizable." 

Bemis,  with  perfectly  recovered  gayet}^ : 
' '  Go  on,  go  on,  Lawton.  I  can  understand 
your  envy.     I  can  pity  it." 
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Laivton :  ''Could  you  forgive  Roberts 
for  not  capturing  the  garroter  ?" 

Bemis :  "Yes,  I  could.  I  could  give  the 
garroter  liis  liberty,  and  present  him  with 
an  admission  to  the  Provident  Wood-yard, 
where  he  could  earn  an  honest  living  for 
his  family." 

Laivton,  compassionately:  "You  are 
pretty  far  gone,  Bemis.  Really,  I  think 
somebody  ought  to  go  for  Roberts." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  innocently:  "Yes,  in- 
deed! Why,  what  in  the  world  can  be 
keeping  him  ?"  A  nurse-maid  enters  and 
beckons  Mrs.  Roberts  to  the  door  with  a 
glance.  She  runs  to  her;  they  whisper; 
and  then  Mrs.  Roberts,  over  her  shoulder: 
"That  ridiculous  great  boy  of  mine  says 
he  can't  go  to  sleep  unless  I  come  and  kiss 
him  good-night." 

Laivton  :  "Which  ridiculous  great  boy, 
I  wonder  ? — Roberts,  or  Campbell  ?  But  I 
didn't  knovsT  they  had  gone  to  bed!" 

Mrs.  Bemis:  "You're  too  bad,  papa! 
You  know  it's  little  Neddy." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  vanishing:  "Oh,  I  don't 
mind  his  nonsense,  Lou.  I'll  fetch  them 
both  back  with  me." 

Laivton,  after  making  a  melodramatic 
search  for  concealed  listeners  at  the  doors: 
"Now,  friends,  I  have  a  revelation  to 
make  in  Mrs.  Roberts's  absence.  I  have 
found  out  the  garroter — the  assassin." 

All  the  others :  "What!" 

Laivton:  "He  has  been  secured — " 

Mrs.  Crashaiv,  severely:  "Well,  I'm 
very  glad  of  it." 

Young  Bemis  :  "By  the  police  ?" 

Mrs.  Bemis,  incredulously:  "Papa!" 

Bemis:  "But  there  were  several  of 
them.     Have  they  all  been  arrested  ?" 

Laivton:  "There  was  only  one,  and 
none  of  him  has  been  arrested." 

Mrs.  Crashaw :  "Where  is  he,  then  ?" 

Laivton:  "In  this  house." 

Mrs.  Crashaw  :  "Now,  Dr.  Lawton,  you 
and  I  are  old  friends — I  shouldn't  like  to 
say  how  old — but  if  you  don't  instantly  be 
serious,  I — I'll  carry  my  rheumatism  to 
somebody  else." 

Lawton:  "My  dear  Mrs.  Crashaw,  you 
know  how  much  I  prize  that  rheumatism 
of  yours !  I  will  be  serious — I  will  be  only 
too  serious.  The  gari'oter  is  Mr.  Roberts 
himself." 

All,  horror  struck:   "  Oh  !" 

Laivton:  "He  went  out  without  his 
watch.  He  thought  he  was  robbed,  but 
he  wasn't.  He  ran  after  the  supposed 
thief,  our  poor  friend  Bemis  here,  and  took 


Bemis's  watch  away,  and  brought  it  home 
for  his  own." 

Young  Bemis:  "Yes,  but — " 

Mrs.  Bemis :  "But,  x)apa— " 

Bemis:  "  How  do  you  know  it  ?  I  can 
see  how  such  a  thing  might  happen,  but— 
how  do  you  know  it  did  f 

Lawton:  "I  divined  it." 

Mrs.  Crashaw :  "  Nonsense !" 

Lav^ton:  "Very  well,  then,  I  read  of 
just  such  a  case  in  the  Advertiser  a  year 
ago.  It  occurs  annually — in  the  news- 
papers. And  I'll  tell  you  what,  Mrs. 
Crashaw — Roberts  found  out  his  mistake 
as  soon  as  he  went  to  his  dressing-room; 
and  that  ingenious  nephew  of  yours,  v/lio's 
closeted  with  him  there,  has  been  trying 
to  put  him  up  to  something — to  some 
game." 

Mrs.  Crashaw:  "Willis  has  too  much 
sense.  He  would  know  that  Edward 
couldn't  carry  out  any  sort  of  game." 

Lawton:  "Well,  then,  he's  getting  Rob- 
erts to  let  him  carry  out  the  game." 

Mrs.  Crashaw:  "Edward  couldn't  do 
that,  either." 

Lawton:  "Very  v/ell,  then,  just  wait 
till  they  come  back.  Will  you  leave  me 
to  deal  with  Campbell  ?" 

Mrs.  Crashaw:  "What  are  you  going 
to  do  ?" 

Young  Bemis:  "You  mustn't  forget 
that  he  got  us  out  of  the  elevator,  sir." 

Mrs.  Bemis:  "We  might  have  been 
there  yet  if  it  hadn't  been  for  him, 
papa." 

Mrs.  Crashaiv ;  "  I  shouldn't  want  Wil- 
lis morfified." 

Bemis:  "Nor  Mr.  Roberts  annoyed. 
We're  fellow-sufferers  in  this  business." 

Laivton:  "Oh,  leave  it  to  me,  leave  it 
to  me!  I'll  spare  their  feelings.  Don't 
be  afraid.  Ah,  there  they  come!  Now 
don't  say  anything.  I'll  just  step  into 
the  anteroom  here." 

Roberts,  entering  the  room  before  Camp- 
bell, and  shaking  hands  with  his  guests: 
"Ah,  Mr.  Bemis;  Mrs.  Bemis;  Aunt  Mary ! 
You've  heard  of  our  comical  little  coinci- 
dence— our — Mr.  Bemis  and  mj — "  He 
halts,  confused,  and  looks  around  for  the 
moral  support  of  Willis,  who  follows  hi- 
lariously. 

Willis :  ' '  Greatest  joke  on  record !  But 
I  won't  spoil  it  for  you,  Roberts.  Go 
on!''  In  a  low  voice  to  Roberts:  "And 
don't  look  so  confoundedly  down  in  the 
mouth.  They  won't  think  it's  a  joke  at 
all." 
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Roberts,  ^vitli  galvanic  liolitncss:  ''Yes, 
yes— such  a  joke!  Well,  you  see— you 
see—" 

Mrs.  Crash  a  w :  "See  icJiaf,  Edward? 
Do  ffct  it  out  I" 

Willis,  jollily:   '-Ah.  ha,  lia!'' 
Boberts,  lug-ubriously :   "Ah,  lia,  ha!" 
Mrs.  Beinis:  ''How  funny!     Ha,  ha, 
ha!" 

Young  Mr.  Bemis:  "Cai)ital !  capital !" 
Mr.  Bemis  :  "  Excellent !"' 
Willis  :  ''  Go  on,  Roberts,  do!  or  I  shall 
die!     Ah,  ha,  ha!" 

Roberts,  in  a  low  voice  of  consterna- 
tion to  Willis:  "Where  was  I?  I  can't 
go  on  unless  I  know  ^vhere  I  was.'' 

Willis,  sotto  voce  to  Roberts:  "You 
-weren't  anywhere  !  For  Heaven's  sake, 
make  a  start!'' 

Roberts,  to  the  others,  convulsively  : 
"Ha,  ha,  ha!  I  su])])osed  all  the  time, 
you  know,  that  I  had  been  robbed,  and— 
and-" 

Willis:  "Goon!  goon!" 
Roberts,  Avhispering:   "I  can't  do  it!'' 
Willis,  whispering:   "You've  got  to! 
You're  the  beaver   that  clomb  the   tree. 
Laugh  naturally,  now!" 

Roberts,  with  a  staccato  groan,  Avhicli 
he  tries  to  make  pass  for  a  laugh:  "And 
then  I  ran  after  the  man—''  He  stops, 
and  regards  Mr.  Bemis  with  a  ghastly 
stare. 

Mrs.  Crashcnv :  "What  is  the  matter 
with  YOU,  Edward  ?     Are  j'ou  sick  ?" 

Willis:  "Sick?  No!  Can't  you  see 
that  he  can't  get  over  the  joke  of  the 
thing?  It's  killing  him."  To  Roberts  : 
"Brace  up,  old  man!  You're  doing  it 
splendidly." 

Roberts,  hopelessly:  "And  then  the 
other  man— the  n)an  that  had  robbed  me 
—the  man  that  I  had  pursued— ugh  !" 

Willis:  "  W^ell,  it  is  too  much  for  him. 
I  shall  have  to  tell  it  myself,  I  see.'' 

Roberts,  making  a  wild  effort  to  com- 
mand himself  :  "And  so— so— this  man- 
man — ma — " 

Willis :  "  Oh,  good  Lord—"  Dr.  Law- 
ton  suddenly  appears  from  the  anteroom 
and  confronts  him.      "Oh,  the  devil !" 

Laicton,  folding  his  arms,  and  fixing 
his  eyes  upon  him:  "Which  means  that 
you  forgot  I  was  coming." 

Willis:  "Doctor,  you  read  a  man's 
symptoms  at  a  glance." 

Laicton :  "Yes ;  and  I  can  see  that  you 
are  in  a  bad  way,  Mr.  Campbell." 

Willis:    "Why   don't    you    advertise, 


Doctor  ?  Patients  need  only  inclose  a  lock 
of  their  liair,  and  the  color  of  their  eyes, 
with  one  dollar  to  pay  the  cost  of  mate- 
rials, which  will  be  .sent,  with  full  direc- 
tions for  treatment,  by  return  mail.  Sev- 
cntli  son  of  a  .seventh  son.'' 

Laicton:  "Ah,  don't  trj- to  jest  it  away, 
my  poor  friend.  This  is  one  of  those  ob- 
scure diseases  of  the  heart — induration  of 
the  pericardium — which,  if  not  taken  in 
time,  result  in  deceitfulness  above  all 
things,  and  de.s])erate  wickedness." 

Willis:  "Look  here,  Dr.  Lawton,  what 
are  you  up  to?" 

Lawton:  "Look  here,  Mr.  Cam[)bell, 
what  is  your  little  game  ?" 

Willis:  "/don't  know  what  you'i'o  up 
to."  He  shrugs  his  shoulders  and  walks 
up  the  room. 

Laicton,  shrugging  his  shoulders  and 
walking  up  the  room  abreast  of  Cam})bell : 
"/  don't  know  what  your  little  game  is.'' 
They  return  together,  and  stop,  confront- 
ing each  other. 

Willis:  "But  if  you  tliink  I'm  going  to 
give  myself  away—" 

Laicton:  "  If  you  suppose  I'm  going  to 
take  you  at  your  own  figure — "  They 
walk  up  the  room  together,  and  return  as 
before. 

Willis:  "Mrs.  Bemis,  what  is  this  un- 
natural parent  of  yours  after?" 

Mrs.  Bemis,  tittering:  "  Oh,  I'm  sure  1 
can't  tell." 

Willis:  "Aunt  Mary,  you  used  to  be  a 
friend  of  mine.  Can't  you  give  me  some 
sort  of  clew  ?" 

Mrs.  Crashaic :  "I  should  be  ashamed 
of  you,  Willis,  if  you  accepted  anybody's 
help." 

Willis,  sighing:  "Well,  this  is  pretty 
hard  on  an  orphan.  Here  I  come  to  join 
a  company  of  friends  at  the  fireside  of  a 
burgled  brother-in-law,  and  I  find  myself 
in  a  nest  of  conspirators."  Suddenly,  aiter 
a  moment:  "  Oh,  /  understand.  WhJ,  I 
ought  to  have  seen  at  once.  But  no  mat- 
ter— it's  just  as  well.  I'm  sure  that  Ave 
shall  hear  Dr.  Lawton  leniently,  and  make 
allowance  for  his  Avell- known  foible. 
Roberts  is  bound  by  the  laws  of  hospital- 
ity, and  Mr.  Bemis  is  the  father-in-law  of 
his  daughter." 

Mrs.  Bemis,  in  serious  dismay:  "Why, 
Mr.  Campbell,  what  do  you  mean  ?" 

Willis:  "Simply  that  the  mystery  is 
solved— the  double  garroter  is  discovered. 
I'm  sorry  for  you,  Mrs.  Bemis;  and  no  one 
will  wish  to  deal  harshly  with  your  fa- 


THE  GARROTERS. 


161 


tlier  when  lie  confesses  that  it  was  he  who 
rol^bed  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Bemis.  All 
that  they  ask  is  to  have  their  watches 
back.  Go  on,  Doctor!  How  will  that  do. 
Aunt  Mary,  for  a  little  flyer  ?" 

Mrs.  Crashaiv :  "Willis,  I  declare  I 
never  saw  anybody  like  you!"  She  em- 
braces him  with  joyous  pride. 

Boberts,  coming*  forward,  anxiously: 
"  But,  my  dear  Willis—" 

Willis^  clapping:  his  hand  over  his 
mouth,  and  leading  him  back  to  his  place : 
"We  can't  let  you  talk  now.  I've  no 
doubt  you'll  be  considerate,  and  all  that, 
but  Dr.  Lawton  has  the  floor.  Go  on, 
Doctor !  Free  your  mind !  Don't  be  afraid 
of  telling  the  whole  truth  !  It  will  be  bet- 
ter for  you  in  the  end."  He  rubs  his 
hands  gleefully,  and  then  thrusting  the 
points  of  them  into  his  waistcoat  pockets, 
stands  beaming  triumphantly  upon  Law- 
ton  . 

Lawton:  "Do  you  think  so?"  With 
well-aifected  trepidation :  "Well,  friends, 
if  I  must  confess  this — this — " 

Willis:  "High-handed  outrage.  Go 
on." 

Lawton:  "I  suppose  I  must.  I  shall 
not  expect  mercy  for  myself  —  perhaps 
you'll  say  that,  as  an  old  and  hardened 
offender,  I  don't  deserve  it.  But  I  had  an 
accomplice — a  young  man  very  respecta- 
bly connected,  and  who,  ^vhatever  his  pre- 
vious life  may  have  been,  had  managed  to 
keep  a  good  reputation;  a  young  man  a 
little  apt  to  be  misled  by  overweening 
vanity  and  the  ill-advised  flattery  of  his 
friends;  but  I  hope  that  neither  of  you 
gentlemen  will  be  hard  ux3on  him,  but 
will  consider  his  youth,  and  perhaps  his 
congenital  moral  and  intellectual  defi- 
ciencies, even  when  you  find  your  watch- 
es— on  Mr.  Campbell's  person."  He  leans 
forward,  rubbing"  his  hands,  and  smiling 
upon  Campbell.  "  How  will  that  do,  Mr. 
Campbell,  for  a  flyer  ?" 

Willis,  turning  to  Mrs.  Crashaw :  ' '  One 
ahead.  Aunt  Mary?" 

Laivton,  clasping  him  by  the  hand: 
' '  No,  generous  youth :  even !"  They  shake 
hands,  clapping  each  other  on  the  back 
with  their  lefts,  and  joining  in  the  general 
laugh. 

Bemis,  coming  forward,  jovially: 
"Well,  now,  I  gladly  forgive  you  both 
— or  whoever  did  rob  me — if  you'll  only 
give  me  back  my  watch." 

Willis  .•  "  J  haven't  got  your  watch." 

Laivton:  "Nor  I." 


Roberts,  rather  faintly,  and  coming  re- 
luctantly forward:  "  I — I  have  it,  Mr.  Be- 
mis." He  produces  it  from  one  waistcoat 
l^ocket  and  hands  it  to  Bemis.  Then,  visit- 
ing the  other:  "And  what's  worse,  I  have 
my  oAvn.  I  don't  know  how  I  can  ever  ex- 
plain it,  or  atone  to  you  for  my  extraordi- 
nary behavior.  Willis  thought  you  might 
finally  see  it  as  a  joke,  and  I've  done  my 
best  to  pass  it  ofl*  lightly — " 

Willis  :  ' '  And  you  succeeded.  You  had 
all  the  lightness  of  a  sick  hippopotamus." 

Roberts :  "  I'm  afraid  so.  I'll  have  the 
chain  mended,  of  course.  But  wdien  I 
went  out  this  evening  I  left  my  watch  on 
my  dressing-table,  and  w^hen  you  struck 
against  me  in  the  Common  I  missed  it,  and 
supposed  I  had  been  robbed,  and  I  ran  aft- 
er you  and  took  yours — " 

Willis :  "Being  a  man  of  the  most  vio- 
lent temper  and  the  most  desiderate  cour- 
age—" 

Roberts:  "But  I  hope,  my  dear  sir, 
that  I  didn't  hurt  you  seriously." 

Bemis:  "Not  at  all— not  the  least." 
Shaking  him  cordially  by  both  hands: 
' '  I'm  all  right.  Mrs.  Roberts  has  healed  all 
my  Avounds  with  her  skillful  needle;  I've 
got  on  one  of  your  best  neck-ties,  and  this 
lace  handkerchief  of  your  wife's,  which 
I'm  going  to  keep  for  a  souvenir  of  the 
most  extraordinary  adventure  of  my 
life—" 

Laivton:  "  Oh,  it's  an  old  newsp)aper 
story,  Bemis,  I  tell  you." 

Willis:  "Well,  Aunt  Mary,  I  wish  Ag- 
nes were  here  now  to  see  Roberts  in  his 
character  of  moral  hero.  He  '  done'  it 
with  his  little  hatchet,  but  he  waited  to 
make  sure  that  Bushrod  was  all  right  be- 
fore he  owned  up." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  appearing:  "Who,  Wil- 
lis ?" 

Willis:  "A  very  great  and  good  man: 
George  Washington." 

Mrs.  Roberts :  "I  thought  you  meant 
Edward." 

Willis :  "  Well,  I  don't  suppose  there  is 
much  difference." 

Mrs.  Crashaiv :  "The  robber  has  been 
caught,  Agnes." 

Mrs.  Roberts:  "Caught?  Nonsense! 
You  don't  mean  it !  How  can  you  trifle 
with  such  a  subject  ?  I  know  you  are 
joking!     Who  is  it?" 

■Young  Bemis:  "You  never  could 
guess — " 

Mrs.  Bemis :  ' '  Never  in  the  world !" 

Mrs.  Roberts  :  "I  don't  wish  to.     But 


162 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


oil,  Mr.  Bemis,  I've  just  come  from  my 
own  cliilclren,  and  you  must  be  merciful 
to  his  family!'' 

Bemis:  "For  vour  sake,  dear  ladv,  I 
will." 


Belhtx  between  the j^orfieres :  "Dinner 
is  ready,  Mi-s.  Roberts.'' 

^frs.  Boberfs,  passing- her  hand  throuirh 
^Ir.  Bemis's  arm:  "Oh,  then  you  must  go 
in  \vith  me.  and  tell  me  all  about  it."' 


(Eiiitafii  tL'iijDij  ^\)[\\L 


WILSON  FLAGG  is  one  of  the  most 
charmiiiLr  of  our  ol)Scrvcrs  of  nature, 
and  also  one  of  tlie  most  unknown,  lie  Hved 
in  the  neigliborbood  of  Boston,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  business  in  that  city,  and  died  a  few 
years  go.  "  Thougli  ouce  a  student  of  Har- 
vard College,"  he  says,  in  his  Wi/ods  and  By- 
icays  of  Xew  England,  "  I  am  not  a  graduate ; 
and  though  in  my  early  manhood  for  many 
years  a  contributor  to  the  political  press,  I 
have  never  been  an  editor  nor  a  politician.  I 
have  lived  entirely  without  honors,  and  have 
never  rejected  any.''  His  books  are  records 
of  the  delightful  details  and  of  the  general 
aspect  of  woods  and  tields;  but  he  says  of  the 
one  to  which  we  have  alluded:  "My  book 
ditTers  from  learned  works  as  Lavater's  Physi- 
ognomy  dit!'ers  from  Cheselden's  Anatomy,  or 
as  a  lover's  description  of  his  lady's  hand 
would  differ  from  Bell's  anatomical  descrip- 
tion of  it."  He  is  less  "subjective"'  in  his  ob- 
servation than  Thoreau,  but  he  was  not  a  less 
faithful  student  of  rural  arcana. 

'•  ^Vhen  Novcml)cr  arrives,''  he  says,  ''  lead- 
ing along  with  it  the  short  days  and  the  dark- 
ness of  winter,  it  opens  the  windows  of  the 
deep  woods,  pervaded  all  sunnner  hy  a  sort 
of  artiticial  twilight."  He  proceeds  to  de- 
scribe and  explain  the  Indian  sunnner,  a  mel- 
low season,  which,  despite  the  soft  days  of  lat- 
ter October,  '•  belongs  to  November,  and  is 
only  a  relic  of  the  past."  There  is  one  conso- 
lation, however,  in  "the  fall"  of  the  year  which 
Flagg  does  not  mention,  and  which  cheers  the 
sadness  that  Coleridge  felt  in  the  autumn.  As 
the  leaves  redden  and  drop  and  whirl  in  the 
chill  gusts,  and  the  asters  and  gentians  pro- 
long a  little  the  floral  splendor  of  the  summer, 
and  the  hue  of  the  hills  sobers  into  bi'own.  and 
the  pyramids  of  apples  in  tlie  orchard,  and  the 
stocks  of  corn  like  Indian  camps  uj^on  the 
hill-sides,  and  the  now  infrequent  but  not  al- 
together silent  "  beat  of  the  thresher's  flail" — 
which  struck  so  impressively  upon  Goethe's 
ear  and  imagination — proclaim  uncpiestion- 
able  autumn,  they  say  not  only  that  sunnner 
is  gone,  but  that  Christmas  is  coming. 

Like  a  voyager  coasting  along  the  continent 
b}^  day,  to  Avhom,  as  one  headland  is  rounded, 
another  appears,  and  by  night,  as  one  light  is 
passed,  another  "little  candle  throws  its  beams" 
across  the  dark  waters,  so,  circling  the  year, 
as  the  flowers  leave  us,  the  fruits  appear,  and 
as  the  summer  holidavs  vanish,  Christmas  be- 


gins to  rise,  the  n()])lest  festival  of  all.  As  He 
whom  it  commemorates  cheered  the  shrinking 
spirit  and  gathering  sluuhnv  of  declining  life 
with  the  promise  of  a  l)righter  day,  so  pros- 
pective Christmas,  Mith  its  high -blazing  lires 
and  generous  good-will,  consumes  the  melan- 
choly of  autumn  ;  and  the  Indian  summer, 
which  closes  with  tranquil  warmth  and  ten- 
derly luminous  air  the  iKigeant  of  the  year, 
may  well  seem  the  promise  and  dawn  of  that 
most  happy  season  wliieh  itself  forecasts  celes- 
tial joys. 

The  word  to  dcscril)e  Christmas  is  the  word 
cheerful.  In  its  strictest,  fullest,  and  most 
generous  sense  it  is  cheerful  Christmas.  It  is 
the  day  of  good  cheer  for  soul  and  hody,  and 
the  delights  of  good  living  upon  this  hapi)y 
day  merely  symbolize  the  si)iritual  joy  which 
attends  it.  Consecpiently  it  is  not  the  ascetic 
nor  the  pietist  M'ho  most  truly  appreciates  it, 
but  the  man  who  as  fully  enjoys  this  world  as 
he  reverently  hopes  to  enjoy  a  better. 

The  irresistible  tendency  to  cheerfulness 
which  was  suppressed  by  the  laws  of  the  Eng- 
lish Puritan  connnonwealth  against  Christmas 
burst  out  again  in  the  New  England  Thanks- 
giving. This  was  a  Puritan  Christmas,  an 
autumnal  Christmas,  and  in  New  England  it 
has  gathered  around  itself  much  of  the  tradi- 
tional observance  of  the  older  day. 

There  is  a  sly  stroke  of  humor  in  Edmund 
Quincy's  capital  sketch  of  "an  octogenary 
fifty  years  since,"  which  represents  Thanks- 
giving as  a  conqueror,  the  junior  feast-day 
I)earing  off  the  savory  spoils  of  the  elder 
branch.  A  young  under-graduate  at  Harvard, 
not  long  after  the  Revolution,  pays  a  visit  of 
duty  to  a  venerable  friend  of  the  family  at 
some  distance  from  Boston,  and  there  eats  his 
Thanksgiving  dinner.  The  abounding  ban- 
quet is  described  with  the  gusto  of  an  {esthet- 
ic gourmet,  and  after  the  preposterous  excess 
of  tautog  and  roast  turkey  and  beef  «  la  modd 
and  boiled  chickens  "  oystered,"  and  jellied 
venisonand  wild-ducksand  partridgesand  less- 
er game  had  paid  due  tribute  and  passed  along, 
at  last  "  the  table  is  cleared,  and  anxious  ex- 
pectation sits  impatient  on  every  brow.  A 
pause  ensues.  The  door  opens,  and  lol  he 
comes,  the  Pudding  of  the  Plum — Thanksgiv- 
ing Day's  acknowledged  chief.  He  comes  at- 
tended, conqueror  -  like,  by  the  dethroned 
monarch  of  Christmas  Day,  IMince  Pie,  who 
follows   crest-fallen   in    his   triumphal   train. 
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Apple  Pie,  too,  rears  bis  *  honest,  soncy  face,' 
in  sturdy  yeoman  pride.  Custard,  no  longer 
'  blasphemed  through  the  nose,'  receives  the 
respectful  deference  due  to  fallen  greatness. 
And  thou.  Pumpkin  Pie,  my  country's  boast, 
Vvhen  I  forget  thee,  may  my  right  hand  forget 
its  cunning !  And  Squash  Pie,  too,  when  I  re- 
fuse to  celebrate  thy  praise,  may  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  !" 

This  eulogy  of  dainty  dishes  might  be 
Choctaw  to  Brillat-Savarin,  and  Ude  might 
stare  at  the  barbaric  menu.  But  the  passage 
shows  liow  in  the  mind  of  a  Xew  England 
humorist  Thanksgiving  may  have  approjni- 
ated  tlie  honors  of  Christmas,  which  to  him, 
scholar  and  gentleman,  is  apparently  no  more 
than  King  James  the  Pretender  to  Captain 
John  Gilpin  of  the  Georgian  era.  With  fine 
audacity  or  absolving  innocence  our  author 
blithely  lays  hands  upon  tlie  very  symbol  of 
old  Christmas,  the  Pudding  of  the  Plum,  and 
gravely  and  with  an  absolute  air  of  indisputa- 
bility, as  if  announcing  an  axiom  of  mathe- 
matics, declares  it  to  be  -  Thanksgiving  Day's 
acknowledged  chief  What  a  delightful  de- 
rangement of  epitaphs  and  whimsical  confu- 
sion of  ideas  I  This  Immorous  iconoclast 
might  as  well  have  robbed  3Iichaelmas  of  its 
goose  and  given  it  to  Martinmas,  or  bestowed 
the  pancakes  of  Shrove-Tuesday  upon  the 
modest  Ember-days,  or  garlanded  the  ere  of 
St.  Sylvester  with  Easter-eggs,  or  celebrated 
gracious  Whitsuntide  with  hot  cross-buns,  as 
have  stripped  Christmas  of  its  peculiar  and 
distinctive  gustatory  delight  and  bestowed 
it  upon  any  other  day,  even  were  it  so  meri- 
torious as  Thanksgiving. 

How  ready,  nevertheless,  Edmund  Quincy 
would  have  been  to  maintain  his  thesis,  and 
how  dexterously  he  would  have  done  it  I  He 
would  willingly  have  nailed  it  upon  any  din- 
ing-room door,  and  defied  all  comers.  He  had 
always  a  reason  for  his  faith,  and  in  debates 
of  this  dainty  kind  his  quiver  offacts  was  full. 
A  charming  Itoafiorrde,  a  certain  tenderness  of 
feeling,  a  racy  vigor,  and  a  high-ured  court- 
esy, with  a  keen  relish  fi)r  the  quaint  and  ro- 
mantic aspects  of  old  Xew  England  life  and 
history,  a  highly  cultivated  taste  and  gener- 
ous literary  accomplishment,  with  a- pleasant 
humor  suffusing  all.  and  a  conscious  exqui- 
siteness  of  style  in  writing — these  all  belong- 
ed to  Edmund  Quincy.  He  was  a  man  for 
a  Christmas  guest  or  a  Christmas  host.  Xo 
man  at  table  or  by  the  fire  would  have  told  a 
merrier  jest  in  a  happier  way,  and  with  that 
sense  of  mirthful  appreciation  whicli  causes 
everybody  else  to  enjoy.  It  would  have  Ijeen 
a  nimble  wit  which  excelled  his  repartee,  and 
a  readier  memory  that  outstripped  his  in  apt 
allusion  and  happy  quotation. 

!Mr.  Quincy  lived  pleasantly  at  Dedham,  in 
Massachusetts,  a  country  gentleman  of  leisure, 
but  whose  leisure  was  devoted  to  the  society 
of  the  most  accomplished  among  his  contem- 
poraries, and  to  constant  intercourse  with  the 
best  authors,  especially  in  English  literature. 


He  wrote  a  great  deal,  much  in  the  form  of 
correspondence,  and  in  files  of  the  Ardidatery 
Standard  and  of  the  Xew  York  Trdmne  thirty 
years  ago  his  letters  are  among  the  most  de- 
lightful portions  of  these  old  journals.  His 
best-known  work  is  the  life  of  his  father,  Jo- 
siah  Quincy,  which  has  no  superior  in  Amer- 
ican political  biography.  Mr.  Quincy  was  a 
grandson  of  the  famous  Josiah  of  the  early 
Revolution,  the  friend  of  Adams  and  Wanen 
and  Hancock.  He  was  honorably  proud  of 
his  lineage.  Xo  gentleman  of  the  old  French 
court  felt  more  truly  than  he  that  wMeisse  ohUge^ 
and,  like  Lafayette  in  the  Revolution,  he  was 
one  of  the  first  of  those  who  were  accounted 
gentlemen  in  Xew  England  to  offer  his  serv- 
ices to  the  antislavery  cause. 

When  the  work  Mas  done  he  relapsed  with 
satisfaction  into  his  secluded  and  studious 
life,  sharing  all  tranquil  social  pleasures  with 
the  utmost  zest,  the  freslmess  of  his  interest  in 
life  unworn,  and  with  the  promise  of  a  long 
and  bright  Indian  summer  of  age.  But  one 
day.  returning  to  his  home  from  the  library 
in  Boston  in  which  so  many  of  his  golden 
hours  were  spent,  he  suddenly  died.  In  a 
singularly  beautiful  sonnet  Lowell  has  em- 
balmed his  memory,  who  yet  lives  always  a 
man  of  the  most  cheerful  refinement  of  mind 
and  manner  and  aspect  to  those  who  knew 
him. 

There  was  another  man  of  Quincy's  time, 
but  not  of  his  kind,  the  friend  of  his  friends, 
if  not  his  own  friend,  whom  this  Christmas 
will  not  see.  He  liad  none  of  Quincy 's  lei- 
surely spirit,  no  humorous  delight  in  the  good 
cheer  of  the  body  which  the  Christmas  season 
suggests  and  brings  again.  The  life  of  Will- 
iam Page  was  a  life  of  spiritual  enthusiasm 
and  untiring  devotion  to  the  high  ideal  of  his 
art.  It  was  truly  the  artist's  life  as  it  is  felt 
and  described  by  Browning : 

"  I  could  have  painted  pictares  like  that  youth's 
Ye  praise 


Fascinated  ])y  the  great  works  of  the  great 
painters,  he  sought  long  and  unweariedly  the 
secret  of  that  superb  color,  that  divine  glow, 
whicli  has  been  the  inspiration  and  the  de- 
spair of  generations  of  artists  How  much  of 
that  mellow  brilliiincy  which  is  the  splendor 
of  the  Venetians  he  caught  and  transferred  to 
his  own  canvas,  those  best  know  who  are  most 
intelligently  familiar  with  his  works.  But  he 
never  rested.  He  was  Emerson's  -endless 
experimenter."  and  some  of  his  fine-":  TOT^raits. 
painted  according  to  his  metho 
ment,  have  gradually  darkened  r: 
tically  extinct. 

But  the  noble  enthusiasm  to  w  :v- 

erent  pursuit  of  expression  in  art  is  n  reugion 
and  not  a  trade,  if  it  kcr^t  !nm  always  poor, 
made  him  always  v  _  \  was  as  fresh  at 
threescore  and  ten.  f  f:?'^-r?ss  of  ill- 

ness, as  it  had  Ix^en  in  :  -  pupil 

at  the  Academy.     He  v  :i  hand 

with  poetry  as  with  painting.     Fauiiiiar  with 


1G4 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  sonnets  of  Shakespeare  as  uith  the  por- 
traits of  Titian,  he  lived  among  men  rapt  in 
that  liigh  ideal  world 

"  Whose  light  doth  trample  on  our  days.'" 

If  it  was  pathetic  to  see  liow  far  he  fell  short, 
in  his  own  estimate,  of  the  excellence  that  he 
revered,  it  was  inspiring  and  re-assuring  to 
human  nature  to  watch  a  devotion  so  abso- 
lute, and  so  invincible  a  faith.  But  of  Page 
it  is  true,  as  of  so  many  men  of  the  finest  na- 
ture, that  his  works,  however  beautiful  and 
valuable,  are  but  glimpses  and  gleams  of  a 
genius  which  leaves  no  adequate  expression. 

So  the  Christmas  season  recalls  those  who 
shall  hear  its  cheerful  greeting  no  more. 

"  With  trembling  fingers  did  we  weave 
The  holly  round  the  Christmas  hearth." 

It  restores,  not  mournfully,  the  figures  of  those 
of  its  own  S])irit.  lay  ])reaci)ers  in  their  lives 
and  works  of  its  lofty  fervor  of  faith,  of  its  hu- 
mane and  lia|)py  gosj)el.  With  all  its  social 
delight  they  are  associated,  and  at  the  Christ- 
mas feast,  if  at  no  other,  the  old  tale  told  of 
the  spiritual  Swedenborgians  is  made  true,  and 
a  plate  is  set  for  the  invisible  guest.  So  also 
Thackeray  sings  in  his  Christmas  hymn  to 
the  Mahogany  Tree : 

"■  Evenings  wc  knew 
Happy  as  this ; 
Faces  Ave  miss, 
Pleasant  to  see. 
Kind  hearts  and  true, 
Gentle  and  just. 
Peace  to  your  dust ! 
We  sing  round  the  tree." 

The  tender  singer  himself  also  is  gone,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago  I  His  face,  too,  is  missed. 
The  evenings  we  knew  which  he  made  so 
happy  are  vanished.  But  how  many  an  even- 
ing he  still  makes  happy,  and  how  many  have 
discovered  that  the  man  whom  they  thought 
so  bitterly  satirical  was  both  gentle  and  just ! 

These  are  the  inevitable  minors  in  the  cheer- 
ful Christmas  hymn.  But  they  make  it  all  the 
richer  and  more  alluring,  like  the  mellow  shad- 
ows of  clouds  upon  a  sun-lit  hill.  AVho  sits  at 
an  anniversary  dinner  without  recalling  those 
who  sat  there  before,  and  snatching  from 
memory  a  finer  zest  ?  "Who  listens  to  Gerster 
or  Patti  or  Nilsson  and  does  not  hear  other 
voices  and  see  other  forms  than  theirs  ?  "Who 
watches  the  lovely  maiden  of  the  moment 
moving  to  music  across  the  floor  that  does  not 
murmur  as  he  remembers.  It  may  teach  a 
maid  modesty  to  know  that  her  mother  was 
fairer  ?  The  Christmas  of  to-day  is  richer  by 
the  Christmas  of  yesterday  and  of  all  the  past 
years,  and  its  cheer  is  more  deeply  cheerful 
because  of  happiness  remembered.  It  is  with 
those  kind  hearts  and  true  that  we  sit  down 
to  tal)le,  and  the  sorrow  that  we  shall  see  them 
no  more  is  not  so  deep  as  the  delight  that  once 
we  knew  them. 

Tradition  undoubtedly  touches  Christmas, 


as  it  touches  all  things,  with  a  wand  of  magic. 
Under  tiiat  spell  we  are  apt  to  think  that  we 
are  belated  in  time,  and  lag  behind  the  pro- 
cession which  has  already  passed  on.  There 
is  a  vaguely  regretful  feeling  that  our  Christ- 
mas is  only  a  pleasant  reminiscence,  and  with 
a  natural  self-deception  we  imagine  the  Christ- 
mas that  Irving  describes  to  have  been  univers- 
al in  an  earlier  and  happier  day.  The  ballad 
of  the  "  Old  and  Young  Courtier"  portrays  the 
hearty  customs  of  a  time  which  always  seems 
a  golden  age  to  a  later  time.  But  was  the  old 
courtier,  then,  so  much  nobler  than  the  new  ? 
Is  it  the  grandfather  who  is  the  i)aragon  and 
the  grandson  the  scapegrace  {  Alas,  melan- 
choly moralist,  was  not  the  grandsire  himself 
a  grandson  ?  It  is  the  distance  that  enchants. 
The  purple  is  upon  the  hills  of  the  horizon, 
not  upon  the  road-side  bank.  In  the  tender 
backward  vista  of  what  might  have  been,  the 
Judge  sees  ^laud  ^luller  raking  hay.  But  had 
he  married  her,  would  heaven  liave  come  down 
to  earth  i 

The  young  courtier  need  not  lose  heart  be- 
cause 

"  Widi   a  good  old  fashion,  when  Christmas  was 

come. 
To  call  in  all  his  old  neighbors  with   bagpipe 

and  dium  ; 
With  good  cheer  enough  to  furnish  every  old 

room. 
And  liquor   enough    to   make   a    cat  speak  and 

man  dtnnb, 
Like  an  old  courtier  of  the  Queen's, 
And  the  Queen's  old  courtier." 

The  old  courtier  still  lives,  and  this  is  the 
Christmas  spirit  and  practice  which  still  sur- 
vive. Other  great  days  have  their  becoming 
observance,  and  we  have  already  hinted  at  the 
particular  form  of  good  cheer  that  belongs  to 
other  festivals  of  the  Church,  and  there  are 
the  kindred  rites  of  palms  upon  Palm-Sunday 
and  flowers  at  Easter.  But  Christmas  includes 
all  these — the  nectar  and  ambrosia,  the  blos- 
soms and  green  branches,  the  music  of  bells 
and  choirs,  the  sports  by  the  fireside  and  un- 
der the  mistletoe— and  adds  to  them  all  the  in- 
terchange of  gifts.  The  giving  on  New-Year's 
Day  is  but  a  reflected  light.  The  true  glory 
of  gift-giving  belongs  to  Christmas. 

And  what  is  this  also  but  a  symbol  of  the 
fraternal  feeling  which  makes  it  a  day  of 
cheerful  memory  as  well  as  of  present  plea- 
sure ?  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this, 
that  a  man  should  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friend.  The  happy  day  commemorates  that 
love.  The  gift  is  a  sign  of  love.  The  whis- 
pering of  the  children,  before  light  on  Christ- 
mas morning,  feeling  for  the  bounty  of  Santa 
Clans  in  the  stocking,  a  low  laughing  and 
murmuring  like  the  bubbling  chirp  of  birds 
in  the  summer  dawn — what  is  it  but  anticipa- 
tion and  delight  over  the  signs  of  a  love  that 
does  not  fail  ?  It  is  the  day  of  love,  and  love 
instinctively  gives  itself  to  the  loved.  The 
old  courtier  calls  in  his  old  neighbors  and 
gives  them  good  cheer  at  table.     But  young 
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and  old  give  mutual  good  cheer  in  exchan- 
ging gifts.  It  is  the  cheerful  day  of  all  the 
year. 

Even  the  Magazine,  whicli  hopes  to  bring  a 
kind  of  Ciiristnias  every  montli  by  banishing 
every  kind  of  controvers}"-,  and  promoting  by 
innocent  and  refining  pleasure  peace  and 
good-Avill,  puts  on  a  special  Christmas  aspect 
ibr  Christmas  Day,  and  gives  its  constant  good 
cheer  the  flavor  of  the  season.  It  is  a  familiar 
friend,  but  in  holiday  garb.  As  in  Russia,  on 
Easter  morning,  the  universal  greeting  is, 
"Christ  is  risen,"  so  on  this  day  the  Monthly 
says  on  every  page,  "  Clirist  is  born."     And 


everywhere  on  this  day,  in  the  general  feeling, 
in  tlie  signs  of  universal  holiday,  tiie  refrain 
is  eclioed.  In  the  generous  sympathy  which 
shows  itself  in  gifts  that  feed  the  Ijody  and 
touch  the  heart,  in  sweet  and  chastening  mem- 
ories— 

"  Our  voices  took  a  higher  range ; 

Once  more  we  sang,  '  They  do  not  die, 
Nor  lose  their  mortal  sympathy, 
Nor  change  to  us,  although  they  change'  " — 

in  secret  regret  for  a  thousand  weaknesses,  in 
secret  vows  for  nobler  living,  it  is  still  the  true 
Christmas  greeting,  "  Christ  is  born." 


itnr'0  DrEiiifr. 


CONGEESS  has  never  legislated  to  protect 
the  mistletoe  or  the  hoU}',  though  it  is 
perfectly  well  known  that  these  holiday  plants, 
which  are  much  more  necessary  to  Christmas 
than  eggnog,  find  their  way  over  here  from 
England  in  considerable  quantities,  and  take 
the  place  of  our  American  varieties.  This  neg- 
lect is  defended  by  the  Congressmen  Avho 
give  so  much  time  to  the  study  of  botany  in 
our  Agricultural  Department  upon  the  ground 
that  no  amount  of  duties  would  chauge  the 
character  of  our  native  plants.  It  is  assumed 
that  a  moderate  protection,  uot  for  revenue, 
but  to  satisfy  the  American  sentimeut,  would 
uot  give  to  our  holly  (which  is  alread}^  a  re- 
spectable plaut  in  Virginia  and  elsewhere)  the 
very  glossy  leaves  and  the  very  brilliant  scar- 
let berries  of  the  English  growth.  It  is  per- 
fectly well  known  that  the  grape  (wine  being- 
well  protected)  by  long  cultivation  here  be- 
comes refined  and  purged  of  those  gross,  eartln^, 
liighly  fruity  qualities  which  connoisseurs 
(when  they  have  seen  the  label)  so  much  de- 
test in  wine.  But  whatever  eifect  legislation 
would  have  on  the  American  holly,  the  plant 
as  it  grows  is  adequate  to  express  the  Amer- 
ican Christmas  sentiment.  With  the  mistle- 
toe the  case  is  still  stronger.  It  is  of  no  con- 
sequence that  this  mystic  parasite,  Avhich  flour- 
ishes so  abuudantly  along  our  Southern  coast, 
is  uot  the  veritable  viscum  albinn  that  the 
Druids  handled  with  so  much  solemn  mum- 
mery. It  is  a  perfectly  respectable  mistletoe, 
wdtli  a  virgin  white  berry,  and  answers  every 
purpose  of  the  other.  The  young  lady,  when 
she  inadvertently  stands  in  the  doorway  un- 
der the  mistletoe  bough,  is  not  thinking  wheth- 
er it  is  a  viscum  album,  and  the  kiss  which  the 
young  gentleman  steals,  by  immemorial  right, 
is  just  as  sweet  as  if  it  were  called  by  any  oth- 
er name.  He  is  a  thief,  whose  sins  are  for- 
given by  fore-ordination,  although  he  does  uot 
know  that  the  plaut  is  ix  plioradendron. 

The  Drawer  would  uot  escape,  if  it  could,  the 
sentiment  attached  to  the  En<;lish  hollv  and 


mistletoe,  aud  it  would  like  very  well  at  Christ- 
mas to  mingle  the  American  and  English  vari- 
eties in  token  of  international  kindness  and 
the  universality  of  the  highest  festival  of 
the  Christian  year.  But  it  is  uot  sorry  to  see 
growing  a  strong  American  sentiment,  uot 
boastful  or  bumptious,  but  one  of  satisfaction 
in  things  American.  And  Christmas,  with  its 
overflowing  good-will,  is  a  good  season  to  in- 
dulge it.  It  happens  that  the  holly  flourishes 
with  more  beauty  and  vigor  in  the  South  than 
in  the  North,  aud  that  the  mistletoe  likes  the 
flavoring  air  of  the  Gulf  States.  The  South  is 
thus  able  to  contribute  something  essential,  in 
our  traditions,  to  the  Christnuis  festivities; 
and  the  North,  in  taking  it,  is  conscious  that 
the  great  country  is  our  country,  having  in  its 
vast  domain  all  that  national  pride  or  senti- 
meut or  necessity  can  wish.  In  the  period  of 
alienation  the  two  sections,  it  seems,  were  in 
a  kind  of  vegetable  ignorauce  of  each  other's 
capacities  to  satisfy  the  fmer  sentiments  of 
each.  The  North  thought  it  must  go  to  Eng- 
land for  its  annual  romance  of  the  holly  aud 
the  mistletoe.  Now,  with  a  better  understand- 
ing, it  knows  that  the  united  country  contains 
all  that  even  poetry  can  demaud  for  the  great 
festival.  The  Drawer,  which  never  has  any 
concealed  motive,  frankly  confesses  that  the 
object  of  this  paper  is  to  iiuluce  the  North  to 
send  to  the  South  for  its  Christmas  decoratious. 
It  is  the  little  things  of  life,  the  little  acts  of 
kindness,  the  little  exchanges  of  courtesy  aud 
confidence,  that  most  bind  people  together. 
Aud  the  day  has  come — has  it  uot  ? — in  the 
United  States,  when  nothing  is  lacking  to  the 
perfect  unity  in  sentiment  aud  national  pride 
on  Christmas  Day.  See!  As  the  morning  dawns 
which  means  peace  and  good-will  among  all 
Christian  peoples,  the  South  hangs  up  the  mis- 
tletoe bough,  and  stands  under  it  in  the  door- 
way, looking  neither  south,  uor  east,  nor  west, 
nor  uorth,  but  just  looking  in  maiden  uncon- 
sciousness, Christmas-like ;  and  the  North — 
well;  the  North,  if  the  Drawer  knows  it,  just 
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accepts  the  challengo  like  a  rjallant  j^entle- 
iiian.  j;la(l  to  timl  a  good  enough  viticiDn  album 
at  lioiiie.  

A  CnillSTMAS  LAMENT. 
It  was  a  veiy  inclement  Christmas  week, 
and  I  wondered  how  Aunt  Mahaly  and  Uncle 
Pete  were  getting  along.  Picking  up  a  few  cold 
remains  from  our  own  delicacies,  it  did  not 
take  very  long  to  reach  their  slianty  in  the  snl>- 


"  Ober  to  XiHy's  quarters." 

nrhs  of  Richmond.  Quito  a  respectahle  vol- 
ume of  smoke  was  issuing  from  their  chimney, 
and  on  entering,  it  was  indicated  to  my  ol- 
factory nerve  that  they  would  feast  on  cab- 
bage if  nothing  more.  Two  fresh  tallow  dips, 
trimmed  with  fancj-  j)apers,  adorned  the  man- 
tel-piece, and  a  bunch  of  scraggy  evergreens 
and  holly  berries  in  a  broken  china  vase  sug- 
gested tlie  festive  season.  Uncle  Pete  was 
smoking  a  comfortable  pipe  over  the  fire,  and 
his  wife,  Avith  a  gay  yellow  handkerchief  on 
her  head,  was  bustling  about  the  kitchen, 
brandishing  a  huge  pewter  spoon  in  her  hand. 

"  God  bless  you,  honey,  for  thinkin'  'bout  your 
ol'  aunty!"  she  exclaimed,  gratefully,  when 
she  saw  the  basket  deposited  on  her  table. 
Tlien,  after  telling  me  about  the'' misery  in 
Pete's  chist"  and  the  misery  in  her  side,  she 
struck  a  pensive  attitude,  and  broke  out  in  a 
feeling  tribute  to  the  Long  A';o. 

"Cliris'mas  nowadays  ain't  like  it  was  in 
days  agone,M  hen  I  had  my  ol'  mistiss.     flighty 


])o'  times  now.  Ibit  you  don't  know  how  it 
used  to-be  'fo'  de  wah  on  de  plantation  whar 
I  was  raised.  Dere  ain't  no  sech  times  no  mo'. 
De  hirelin's  what  lived  out  in  de  cities  all  went 
liome  todeir  own  masters,  and  had  eight  days' 
liolyday.  More'n  gettiu'  de  Chris'mas  dinner 
for  de  wliite  fambly,  dey  didn't  have  nuHin 
to  do  'cept  'joy  deirself.  71V  had  de  parties 
den;  the  white  folks  have 'em  after  Chris'mas 
was  all  over.  De  cullud  gals  allers  got  mar- 
ried in  Chris'mas  week  ef 
dey  could.  I  got  nuirried 
den  myself." 

Ilen^  she  glanced  over  at 
her  husband,  as  though  he 
must  remen»ber  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  he  laid  down  his 
pipe,  and  nodding  his  head 
approvingly,  said, 

"  Dat  you  was,  Mahaly,  for 
I  was  dar,"  laughing  huskily. 
"  You  know  my  ole  mistiss 
she  lived  down  on  James 
Kiver.  She  was  one  o'  dem 
high-toned  famblysdown  dar 
what  owned  lots  o' slaves, an' 
money  in  de  bank,  an'  mo' 
land  dan  you  eber  seen.  I 
was  hired  out  in  Kichmond, 
an'  she  done  promise  to  take 
me  home  an'  lemme  gib  up 
my  service  i)lace  Chris'mas, 
an'  git  married.  Pete  an' 
me  was  keepin'  com])'ny  'fo' 
I  gone  down  dar.  You  jis 
ought  to  seen  de  letter  lie 
A\  rote  to  mistiss  when  he  ax 
for  me.  Oh,  it  certain'y  was 
a  beautiful  letter!  Young 
master  he  taught  Pete  to 
write  some,  rainy  spells  in 
de  winter,  when  dere  wasn't 
much  goin'  on — " 

"  Young  master  set  a  pow- 
erful sto'  by  me,"  said  Uncle  Pete,  proudly. 
"I  was  his  body-sarvant." 

"I  seen  dat  letter.  Pete  he  wrote  it  on  a 
pink  sheet  o'  paper,  wid  two  real  sweet  silber 
dubs  [doves]  on  de  top  o'  de  page.  Dem  dubs 
was  me  an'  him — " 

"Law,  ole  'oman !  'ain't  you  seen  trouble 
enough  to  forgit  dem  dubs  yit  ?"  asked  the  old 
man,  rather  sheepishly. 

"  No.  I  done  learn  it  by  heart,  it  was  so  pret- 
ty. Pete  would  'a  been  a  fine  scholar  ef  he'd  'a 
got  de  edication  lots  o'  good-for-nuflin  niggers 
gits  now.  He  says  in  de  letter,  'My  dear  an' 
nios'  'spectable  mistiss,  I  wants  to  try  de  life 
what  you  tried,  an'  ef  you  don't  consarnt  to 
lemme  marry  Mahaly,  my  po'  heart  will  bust. 
Say  yes  to  your  humble  sarvant  Pete,  an'  I  will 
agonize  for  you  at  de  frone  of  grace  in  simple- 
mind'ness.'  Now  wa'n't  dat  pretty  ?  Well, 
mistiss,  she  done  consarnt,  an'  I  bid  'em  all 
good-by,  all  de  cullud  people  down  in  Rich- 
mond.    Dey  had  parties  too  in  Chris'mas  week, 
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but  (ley  Lad  to  git  a  pass  to  Le  out  uiglits,  an' 
(ley  got  cotclied  widout  de  pass  sometimes — 
lia!  ha!  Wc  use  to  sing  '  Eun,  nigger,  run, 
de  paddy  rollers  [patrollers]  catcli  you!'  It 
■was  Cliiis'mas  Eve  wlien  I  got  home  to  de 
plantation  on  James  Eiver — dat  was  Watch 
Night,  you  know.  De  pions  cullnd  folks  allers 
Lad  pra'r-meetiu'  Watch  Night ;  dey  met  in  one 
Louse,  all  of  'em,  an'  prayed  twell  de  gret 
niawu  come  in.  Dey  sang  de  reg'lar  shontin' 
Lymns,  what  aiu'fc  sot  down  in  no  book,  hut  is 
jis  made  up  out  o'  verses  o'  old  hymns  and 
texes  out  o'  de  Bible.     Seems  like  I  kin  hear 


'em  now ! 


'Dere  was  a  star  rose  in  de  east. 
De  Wise  Men  found  our  Lawd. 
Dey  took  Him  from  His  cradle  dar, 
An'  kyar'd  Him  to  His  cross.' 

We  come  dis  nioclit  to  sincr  an'  pray ; 
We  hope  'twill  last  twell  break  o'  day. 
We  come  dis  nig'ht  to  sino^  an'  tell 
De  wonders  ob  King  Emmanuel.' 


F'all  you  see  me  go  'long  so, 
I  hab  my  trials  here  below  ; 
Sometimes  I'm  up  an'  sometimes  down 
Sometimes  I'm  lebel  to  de  groun'.' 


'  De  holy  grace  appears  ; 
De  promise  is  fulfilled : 
Mary  was  de  Virgin  bold, 
An'  Jesus  was  de  chile. 

*  My  Lawd  de  highest  Gawd 
Called  Him  his  only  Son, 

Bid  Him  to  rule  de  lands  abroad. 
An'  gib  Him  David's  froue.' 

*  Po'  an'  needy  vo  I  be, 
Gawd,  my  Maker,  keer  for  me. 
He  gib  me  clothes  an'  shelter, 

food ;  * 

He  gib  me  all  I  hab  ob  good ; 
An'  vo  I  sleep,  an'  vo  I  wake. 
He  keeps   me    safe  for  Jesus' 

sake.' 

When  twelve  o'clock  come 
dey  all  jump  up,  an'  shout  an' 
shake  hands  —  '  Chris'mas 
gift,  Sis'  Patsy  !'  '  Chris'mas 
gift,  Bro'  Nic'las!'  Pete  au' 
me  we  '  wasn't  'uiong  de 
watchers;  we  was  daucin' 
all  uight  wid  de  young 
people  ober  to  Tilly's  quar- 
ters. She  gib  de  party  dat 
night,  an'  she  certaiii'y  did 
hab  a  real  fine  supper." 
You  know  dey  gib  'em  all 
double  rations  for  Chris'- 
mas week.  Mistiss  she  gib 
me  an' Pete  a  x)iece  o'  groun' 
to  'gin  housekeepin'  on, 
twelve  hens,  an'  tv/o  hogs. 
She 'lowed  dat  to  each  cullud 
fambl}^.  Chris'mas  moruin' 
she  call  up  all  de  slaves  on 
de  plantation,  an'  she  gib 
de  women-folks  a  bandana 
hankcher  an'  a  calico  dress 
an'  a  white  cotton  apern  all 
'rOun' ;  an'  de  men-folks  dey 
got  a  pipe  an'  a  sLirt  an'  a 


cullud  hankcher ;  an'  de  little  gals,  she  gib  'em 
bib  a  perns  an'  some  candy  an'  oranges. 

"'Bout  de  weddin'  ?  Oh  yes ;  I  was  tell  in'  you 
'bout  de  weddin'.  Well,  dat  come  otf  Chris'mas 
night.  My  young  mistiss  she  fix  m^^  veil  on 
herse'f,  an'  she  lend  me  her  white  sash  an'  her 
gol'  breas'pin.  I  wore  a  splendid  white  muslin 
dress  ;  it  had  free  fnll  flounces  on  it,  an'  a  long, 
sweepin'  train.  An'  I  had  white  kid  glubs 
too;  I  bought 'em  out  of  a  sto'  in  Richmond. 
De  white  'Pisc'pal  minister  'formed  de  sayc- 
monj'.  He  wore  liis  gown,  same  as  ef  we  was 
w^hitc  folks,  kase  mistiss  say  she'd  gi]>  us  a  fust- 
class  weddin',  me  an'  Pete.  All  de  cullud  folks 
on  our  plantation  was  dar,  an'  lots  o'  liigh- 
toned  darkies  from  ober  to  Bran'on  an'  West- 
ober  was  dar  too.  De  weddin'  supper,  dat  was 
ober  to  muvver's  cabin,  but  de  sayemony  was 
in  de  basemen'  up  at  de  mansion,  an'  de  white 
fambly  all  come  in  to  witness  de  weddin'.  But 
de  supper!  You  jis  ought  to  seen  dat  table! 
A  gret  fat  pig  holdin'  a  apple  in  his  mouf  Avas 
at  de  head  o'  de  table,  an'  a  'joossum  was  at  de 
foot—" 

"Yes,"  chimed  in  Uncle  Pete,  "an'  I  was 
trappin'  that  'possum   a  whole  week,  de   sly 


"My  young  mistiss  she  fix  my  veil  on  herse'f. 
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critter!      A    powerful    fat   'possum    he    was, 
too." 

"Hesh,  iiran,  twell  I  git  fru  wid  do  table! 
lu  de  centre  dere  was  a  gret  big  cake  o'  coru- 
bread,all  browned  np  nice  to  look  like  a  real 
'uinptious  poun'-cake,  an'  stiekin'  in  de  middle 
o'  dis  lieali  cake  we  bad  a  real  tree  out  o'  de 
woods,  mcbbe  fo'  feet  bigb,  au'  de  limbs  an' 


All  of 'em  bad  dat  big  cake  o'  corn-bread  in  de 
centre  ob  de  .sui)per  table,  wid  de  tree  stiekin' 
out  o'  it,  an'  de  ole  'omen  dey  bad  a  savin' — 
'  Dat  cake  ain't  to  be  cut.'  Ha,  ba!  den  every- 
body must  bust  out  hmghin'.  We  had  Chris'- 
mas  in  de  bones,  I  tell  you.  We  danced  an' 
danced  twell  broad  daylight.  Some  o' de  boys 
played  de  banjo,  an'  some  played  de  liddle — 


AMERICANS    ABROAD. 

Stopping  before  picture  of  St.  Sebastian— "  Look-y-here,  Bob,  here's  another 
of  them  coudemued  2^i'tcushions  f'' 


twigs  was  wrapped  in  white  paper,  an'  lots  o' 
little  things  made  out  o' white  paper  was  hung 
on 'em — little  baskets  an'  tubs  an'  cups.  Den 
Ave  had  a  ham  o'  bacon,  an'  chicken  pie,  an' 
duck  pie,  an'  a  turkey,  an'  cabbage  too — plenty 
of  it — an'  a  sure  uuff  bride's-cake.  Mistiss  sent 
dat  to  me,  an'  I  was  de  fust  to  stick  a  knife  in 
it,  kase  I  was  de  bride,  you  know.  All  fru  de 
week  dere  was  a  party  at  somebody's  house. 


dey  made  dey  own  fiddles  on  de  i^lantation 
den.  De  gals  had  'lasses  stews  too,  an'  dere 
Avas  lots  o'  courtiu'  ober  dem  'lasses  stews.  An' 
de  boys  dey  went  out  'coon  an'  'possnm  huutin'. 
"Yes,  we  all  free  now — praise  God  for  dat! 
— but  dey  ain't  no  mo'  seek  times.  Chris'mas 
jiowadays  ain't  like  it  was  in  days  agoue,  when 
I  had  my  ol'  mistiss." 

Fanny  Albert  Doughty. 


Hardcastle.    'THEN    YOUR    FIRST    SIGHT    DECEIVED    YOU" 

—She  Stoops  to  Conquer.— Kct  III.-[See  pajre  2<6. 
From  a  drawing  by  E.  A.  Abbey. 
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ANY  one  who  knows  the  Devon  country  in  win- 
ter-time will  appreciate  the  sensations  with 
which  we  left  London,  in  the  midst  of  dense  fog" 
and  dreariness,  one  December  morning-,  and  toward 
evening  found  ourselves  whirled  into  a  country  of 
tender  greens,  where,  if  there  was  not  actual  ver- 
dure, there  seemed  the  light  and  purity  of  approaching  spring.  It  was  almost  as 
though  winter  could  never  really  have  been  there— almost  as  though  the  note  of  the 
blackbird  might  be  near;  and  in  spite  of  a  little  thin  drizzle  of  rain,  there  was  a 
glow  and  look  of  cheer  on  all  things  about  us. 

The  small  town  where  we  settled  down  for  a  time  was  not  far  from  Torbay,  and 
included  all  the  desirable  elements  of  a  winter  resort.  It  was,  in  English  parlance, 
homely,  well-to-do,  and  comfortable,  with  the  sea  within  easy  distance,  and  encom- 
passed by  a  rich  rolling*  country  that  stretched  out  with  varied  breaks  to  the  moors, 
and  it  had  the  charm  of  quaint  old  streets,  a  historical  market-place,  and  manor- 
houses  of  centuries  gone  by,  combined  with  a  smart  little  neiv  town,  all  terraces,  villas, 
and  square,  so  that  one  might  in  one's  lodgings  have  all  the  "modern  conveniences," 
and  in  one's  saunterings  all  the  fascination  of  old  fashions  in  architecture,  and, 
indeed,  in  the  people  one  encountered. 

The  handsome  town  was  nearest  to  the  station,  and  presented  a  fine  appearance, 
with  its  rows  of  houses  built  in  semi-detached  villa  style,  circling  about  a  green 
where  stood  a  brand-new  church,  with  a  bravely  clanging  bell  that  woke  echoes 
far  and  wide.  There  were  no  shops  in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  no  attempt  at 
seclusion  in  its  fine  roads  and  pathways;  but  turning  to  left  or  right  it  was  easy  to 
reach  lanes  with  tangled  hedge-rows  that  led  upward  to  the  country-sides  where  all 
was  old  and  quiet  and  almost  mediaeval,  past  gateways  and  garden  walls  that  shel- 
tered houses  wherein  King  Charles  might  have,  and  sometimes  had,  slept,  or  down 
toward  the  old  town,  where  the  market-cross  made  an  imposing  centre,  and  where 
in  half  a  dozen  very  old  streets  the  houses  or  shops  showed  at  intervals  bits  of  seven- 
teenth-century architecture,  sometimes  forlornly  wedged  in  with  the  most  common- 
Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1885,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Office  of  the 
Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington.  All  rights  reserved. 
Vol.  LXXII.-No.  428.-13 
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place  repairs, but  generally  well  preserved, 
and  sif^nificant  of  the  old  days  when  Will- 
iam Prince  of  Orange  came  riding  down 
the  High  Street,  and  the  good  ])eople  of 
the  Devon  town  offered  him  their  alle- 
giance. 

The  town  had  its  history,  set  deep  in  the 
heart  of  more  stirring  chronicles,  but  full 
of  an  element  which  seemed  vital  and 
real  to  us  as  we  wandered  about,  study- 
ing old  landmarks  and  modern  manners. 
It  had  always  been  stanchly  Protestant,  I 
believe — was  then  the  most  conservatively 
})rejudiced  place  I  was  ever  in — and  when 
it  had  welcomed  a  monarch  or  taken  part 
in  any  historical  event,  it  seemed  to  have 
throbbed  with  a  satisfaction  inherited  by 
the  generations  that  followed,  so  that,  in 
spite  of  some  new  ways  of  thinking  and 
feeling,  the  flavor  of  old  times  was  never 
lost;  and  it  may  be  that  our  sympathies 
were  most  strongly  roused  by  finding  here 
and  there  traces  of  Mayfloiver  days,  of 
those  remarkable  Pilgrim  fathers,  some  of 
whom  set  sail  from  this  very  portion  of 
the  Devon  coast,  leaving  behind  them 
manners  and  phrases  which  were  curious- 
ly familiar  to  our  American  observation. 
And  not  only  were  there  such  sugges- 
tions among  the  people  living  and  work- 
ing in  the  town,  but  in  the  church-yards, 
where  occasionally  one  came  upon  a  name 
or  a  line  which  was  startlingly  like  home. 

There  came  in  the  first  days  a  sense  of 


eagerness  to  know  all  about  this  wonderful 
winter  country,  which  we  fancied  must  in- 
clude so  much  that  was  wildly  romantic, 
legendary,  and  even  weird;  but  after  a 
time  we  settled  down  to  a  quietly  ordered 
existence,  studying  the  "  ways  and  means" 
of  the  people  about  us,  and  developing  a 
fine  taste  for  very  trifling  matters  in  cus- 
toms or  manners,  or  even  in  marketing. 

There  were  half  a  dozen  houses  in  the 
town  where  lodgings  were  let,  and  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  some  to  know  that  a  set 
of  two  or  three  airy  and  nicely  furnished 
rooms  was  to  be  had  with  "attendance" 
for  about  seven  dollars  a  week,  and  one's 
marketing  could  be  done  in  a  fascinating 
manner,  the  shops  being  so  nice  and  old- 
fasliioned,  and  one's  dealings  with  such 
individuals  as  the  green-grocer,  the  dairy 
woman,  etc.,  having  a  flavor  of  primitive 
simplicity  about  them  which  was  very 
charming.  I  well  remember  my  first  visit 
to  the  dairy,  which  w^as  at  one  end  of 
rather  a  muddy  little  street  in  which  all 
the  houses  showed  bulging  windows,  six- 
teenth-century roofs,  and  tiny  panes  of 
glass.  The  dairy  woman  had  a  "bit  of  a 
yard"  within  her  gate,  wherein  a  cheerful 
family  of  ducks  and  chickens,  and  one  pig 
in  deep  seclusion,  held  their  sway ;  and  yet 
they  were  very  well  mannered,  for  they 
made  no  eff'ort  to  pass  within  the  always 
open  doorway  of  the  little  tumble-down 
house  to  the  right.     It  was  tumble-down, 
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but  scrupulously  neat.  The  kitchen  had 
a  sanded  floor,  a  fine  clock,  and  a  gener- 
ous fire,  wliere  something-  savory  seemed 
always  simmering;  and  beyond  this  was 
the  dairy,  with  its  shining  pans,  and 
long  windows  made  gay  by  geraniums 
all  winter  long.  But  the  most  attract- 
ive object  in  the  house  was  the  dairy  wo- 
man's daughter,  whom  I  thought  then, 
and  think  now,  tlie  most  blooming  crea- 


or  the  drama.  Dolly's  hands  were  red 
enough,  no  doubt,  and  I  must  say  her  ex- 
pression was  the  most  hopelessly  stupid; 
but  for  mere  flesh  and  blood  beauty  the 
girl  was  incomparable,  and  seemed  not  to 
have  the  least  particle  of  consciousness  to 
be  stirred  to  vanity  by  the  admiring  looks 
I  often  saw  cast  upon  her — market-days 
and  the  like,  when  the  Corydons  and  Phyl- 
lises  of  the  country-side  flocked  into  the 
town.  At  the  faii^,  Dolly  did  quite 
an  active  trade  without  so  much 
as  once  trying  to  coquet  above  her 
wares.  In  the  course  of  time  I 
learned  that  she  was  engaged  to  a 
young  workman  in  Torquay,  him- 
self of  the  very  calm  and  bovine 
order  of  looks  and  manners,  and, 


AS    A    WAITER. 


ture  I  have  ever  seen.  She  was  a  com- 
plete type  of  her  class— rarely,  I  think,  to 
be  met  with  out  of  Devonshire,  even  in 
England — and  presented  herself  that  first 
morning  to  my  gaze  as  a  dazzlingly  pink 
and  white,  blue-eyed,  and  brown-haired 
creature  in  a  blue  cotton  gown,  the  sleeves 
of  which  were  rolled  up  so  as  to  show  the 
round  white  arms,  which  one  fancies  only 
appropriate  in  the   dairy-maid  of  poetry 


as  the  mother  told  me,  they  were  to  be 
married  as  soon  as  he  earned  twenty-five 
shillings  a  week,  with  which  they  could 
set  up'  housekeeping  in  a  four-roomed  cot- 
tage, and  hope  for  certain  material  com- 
forts of  life. 

The  green-grocer's  was  a  roomy  shop, 
always  deliciously  fragrant,  redolent  of 
herbs  and  some  spices,  and  presided  over 
by  a  good-humored  man  and  his  wife, 
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wlio  had  a  very  distinct  love  of  their  call- 
ing-, Mrs.  B cultivating  certain  vege- 
tables in  her  strip  of  garden  back  of  the 
shop,  and  being  the  very  first  person  in 
town  to  display  bunches  of  primroses  or 
have   good    "'sea-kale."     Likewise   to   be 

observed  in  Mr.  B was  the  difference 

in  his  manner  when  you  bought  his  pota- 
toes or  greens,  and  when,  in  his  second 
calling  of  waiter,  he  handed  ,you  your 
soup  or  pudding  at  the  small  winter  din- 
ner parties  given  in  town.  In  the  shop 
he  was  affably  discui'sive,  touching  the 
onions  or  greens  with  a  careless  hand  and 
a  free,  light-hearted  manner.  At  a  din- 
ner table  he  was  curiously  solemn,  and  oc- 
casionally looked  as  though  he  defied  any 
one  present  to  suggest  that  his  name  hung 
over  a  shop  in  the  High  Street.  The  fact 
that  he  sold  jou  potatoes  for  twopence  a 
pound  was  never  to  be  confounded  with 
the  other  more  ijnposing  fact  that  for  five 
shillings  an  evening,  attired  in  an  irre- 
])roachable  costume,  he  waited  on  select 
dinner  parties  among  the  smaller  gentry 
of  the  place.  When  the  real  spring  be- 
gan to  show  itself,  the  little  green-grocery 
had  an  inexhaustible  fascination  for  me. 
The  garden  was  so  spontaneously  gay  and 
flourishing,  and  its  one  bit  of  warm  south- 
ern wall  so  early  stood  hung  w^ith  blos- 
soms, and    B and   his  wife,  moving 

about  toward  sunset  among  the  small  gar- 
den beds  and  modest  vines,  were  such  pic- 
tures of  honest,  homely  content,  that  I  was 
always  inclined  to  linger  after  I  had  made 
my  purchases,  on  the  excuse  of  making  an 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  asparagus 
and  lettuce. 

We  went  to  a  village  where  winter  held 
a  quiet  brown  dominion,  full  of  shifting, 
changing  lights  that  were  perpetually 
suggestive  of  a  storm  that  never  came. 
It  was  a  good  hunting  country  —  hard 
enough,  yet  rarely  frosty  ;  and  the  inn, 
which  was  a  sort  of  rendezvous  for  red- 
coats, made  a  picturesque  centre,  stand- 
ing midway  on  a  slope,  w^itli  a  very  con- 
spicuous sign-board,  the  sombre  shade  of 
a  huge  old  tree,  and  a  tap-room  worthy  of 
Teniers.  The  people  w^ere  extremely  prim- 
itive, and  of  the  heavy  rural  type  which 
provides  such  characters  as  Audrey  and 
Touchstone.  Their  lives  were  passed  in 
the  most  monotonous  fashion.  The  work- 
ing people,  those  who  had  trades  or  steady 
occupation,  earned  from  sixteen  to  thirty 
shillings  a  w^eek,  and  out  of  this  they  near- 
ly all  maintained  large  families,  the  wo- 


men doing  little  more  than  attend  to  their 
own  household  employments.  As  near- 
ly all  the  daughtei-s  of  such  households  go 
into  service,  the  expenses  decrease  early, 
and  it  is  therefore  not  unconmion  to  see 
an  elderly  couple  living  alone  and  com- 
fortably after  their  flock  have  dispersed. 
There  are  early  hours  among  such  people 
— breakfast  by  six,  and  to  bed  by  eight 
o'clock,  few  being  found  out-of-doors  later 
than  nine  o'clock;  and  so  secluded  and 
simple  was  this  little  hamlet  that  I  re- 
member how  verj"  striking  one  evening's 
entertainment  proved  as  a  break  upon  its 
absolute  monotony. 

A  man  came  around  in  a  sort  of  van  or 
caravan,  and  by  means  of  some  florid 
handbills  and  a  large  bell,  and  a  very 
loud,  hoarse  voice,  advertised  a  ''  panoro?'- 
ma"  which,  as  it  included  views  of  Amer- 
ica, attracted  our  attention  most  successful- 
ly. The  "  panoro?'mist''  took  a  small  hall, 
and  excited  the  community  for  two  even- 
ings, although  so  far  as  material  and  sur- 
roundings went  it  was  as  dreary  a  show 
as  one  could  wish  him  to  have  had;  for 
the  reckless  creature  displayed  New  York 
in  awful  colors,  evidently  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  torrid  zone,  and  with  the  palm- 
trees  and  groves  of  Brazil  rampant  in  its 
streets,  while  Indians  were  seen  on  a  place 
called  the  ''Thoroughfare,''  which  was  a 
long,  unhappy  sort  of  street  bearing  a 
nightmare-like  resemblance  to  Broadway. 

It  w^as  odd  sometimes  to  think  of  so 
much  that  was  placidly  rural  encompass- 
ing a  brilliant  winter  resort  like  Torquay, 
and,  indeed,  after  drifting  along  among 
the  more  x^rimitive  country  villages  for  a 
few"  weeks,  the  first  visit  to  that  gay  wa- 
tering-place had  quite  a  startling  effect. 

Torquay  was  first  brought  into  notice 
when  the  Channel  fleet  used  it  as  an  an- 
chorage, but  it  had  its  associations,  being 
marked  by  one  of  the  most  decisive  epochs 
in  English  history.  Here  landed  William 
of  Orange  in  the  famous  November  of 
1688.  Torquay  was  only  a  fishing  village 
then,  but  for  one  knowing  every  step  of  the 
ground  it  is  easy  to  fancy  the  Dutch  prince 
riding  on  past  old  Tor  Abbey — agrsij  build- 
ing set  among  still  winter  colors  away 
from  the  beach  road — or  perhaps  Balta- 
combe  way,  to  Ford  House,  at  whose  gates 
many  a  tourist  lingers  now.  Ford  House 
is  not  exactly  what  the  guide-books  call  a 
"stateh"  pile";  it  is  a  fine  gray  house, 
well  piei'ced  by  ^vindows,  and  w^ith  a  park 
which  always  seemed  to  me  to  retain  the- 
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neculiar  qiialitv  of  melancholy  with  which  pression  upon  English  or  foreign  minds, 

even  in  the  spring-time  of  flush  and  color  It  remained  an  obscure  village  until  the 

the  Devon  country  is  tinged ;  and  here  in  days  of  the  Cliannel  fleet,  and  then  slowly 

the  old  house  is  shown  the  room  in  which  grew  into  prominence,  its  picturesque  ter- 


AT    TORQUAY. 


William  slept  two  nights,  doubtless  well 
fatigued  by  his  reception  at  the  town 
cross  and  his  many  perplexing  anxieties. 
Here  likewise  reposed  King  Charles  in 
earlier  years,  and  around  here  are  asso- 
ciations'^ of  a  famous  Devonshire  outlaw, 
of  whom  I  shall  speak  later.  But  as  a  port. 
Torquay  seems  to  have  made  small  im- 


raced  cliffs,  dotting  gi-adually  with  villas 
and  hotels,  until  at  length  it  grew  into 
celebrity.  Not  alone  were  the  beauties  of 
its  bav  extolled,  but  the  climate  was  found 
perfect  for  a  winter  sojourn,  and,  indeed, 
one  visiting  it  in  January,  February,  or 
March,  might  fancy  thebay  and  sky  had 
been  transported  from  Naples. 


178 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  ^lAGAZINE. 


Leaving-  the  railway  station  one  Feb- 
ruary clay,  we  followed  a  curving  road 
which  brought  us  suddenly  into  view  of 
the  shining  water  with  its  magnificent 
limestone  coast,  and  to  the  left  the  town 
I'ose  on  its  many  terraces  like  a  scene 
painted  on  some  stage  curtain  suddenly 
let  fall  before  us,  for  villas,  roadways,  and 
terraces  all  seemed  curiously  to  lose  their 
perspective,  and  the  undulations  where 
cool  shadows  rested  were  more  like  touch- 
es on  a  canvas  painted  for  the  striking  ef- 
fect of  a  moment,  while  overhead  the  sky 
was  blue  as  in  summer-time,  the  lazily 
moving  clouds  touching  its  brilliancy  with 
but  faint  hints  of  sliadow,  and  no  promise 
or  rememl)rance  of  any  storm. 

The  beach  was  crowded  with  people,  for 
it  was  early  morning  and  fine  weather, 
and  all  Torquay  was  abroad.  Some  were 
sauntering  on  the  beach,  others  on  the 
terraces,  and  several  invalids  were  being 
slowly  drawn  up  and  down  in  Bath-chairs 
in  the  white  streak  of  sunlight  that  di- 
vided the  rocky  beach  from  the  first  ter- 
race, and  it  was  hard  to  bear  in  mind  that 


this  was  actual  winter-time,  and  in  Eng- 
land. 

A  long  street  curved  about  the  town, 
and  facing  the  bay,  was  lined  with  shops 
Parisian-like  in  their  brilliant  display  of 
Avares.  Here  and  there  in  some  tine  villa 
where  flowers  showed  in  profusion  one  be- 
held the  tempting  legend,  "Apartments," 
and  were  one  to  penetrate  such,  liveried 
servants,  luxuriously  furnished  rooms, 
and  dainty-  accommodations  Avould  be  of- 
fered at  high  prices,  since  Torquay  is  con- 
sidered in  winter  a  resort  for  those  whose 
purses  are  inexhaustible.  The  whole  im- 
pression of  the  place  from  the  first  was  of 
a  Continental  resort.  That  morning  I  re- 
member the  people  idling  up  and  down 
the  streets,  the  band  playing  gayly  in 
the  square,  and  at  every  corner  flower 
girls  standing  behind  tables  heaped  up 
with  blossoms  ;  and  up  a  hilly  road  we 
watched  a  party  of  riders  going  to  the 
"meet"  of  the  South  Devon  hounds,  the 
red  coats  coloring  the  strong  landscape 
with  new  boldness,  and  bringing  into 
force    the   brown    tones    on    eitlier    side. 
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while  the  blue  of  tiie  sky  dominated  all 
the  scene,  as  though  Fortunv  had  flung 
his  brtishes  upward  in  despair  of  painting 
such  sunlight  and  shadow,  such  white 
against  white,  such  blue  looking  up  at 
blue.  Never,  except  in  the  extreme  south 
of  France,  have  I  seen  that  curious  qual- 
itT  of  lig-ht  in  evervthing;  a  white  wall 


was  less  white  than  the  sunshine,  and  yet 
it  stood  out  bravely  holding  its  own,  and 
the  very  figures  of  the  children  on  the 
beach  in  their  blue  dresses,  intense  though 
they  were  as  spots  of  color,  were  not  so 
vivid  as  sky  or  water :  and  still  an  inef- 
fable languor  touched  it  all.  Turning  from 
this  picture,  the  eye  beheld  a  distant  coun- 
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try  of  compassionate  sombre  tones— the 
red  of  the  cliff  striking  against  a  brown- 
ish earth  tliat  led  on  up  and  down  shel- 
tered highways  out  to  a  country  where 
the  cadences  of  this  glorious  winter  land 
rose  and  fell  in  minor  keys. 

Balls,  dances,  assemblies,  and  very  fine 
concerts  enliven  the  Torquay  winter,  and 
round  about  in  the  towns  and  "country" 
a  quiet  sort  of  social  season  goes  on.  with, 
I  fancy,  but  slight  variation  year  after 
year.  In  such  places  one  can  to  a  nicety 
observe  the  differences  between  a  town 
and  country"  set — observe  just  whei'e  and 
how  the  country  link  is  secured,  and  learn 
by  a  slow  process  of  absorption  to  distin- 
guish between  the  people  and  people.  Yet 
I  confess  to  having  found  this  a  very  dif- 
ficult task,  and  one  which  baffled  my 
American  precedents  more  than  once,  al- 
though hospitality'  is  so  generous  and  kind 
that  the  stranger  is  given  no  time  for  del- 
icate analysis,  and  must  feel  himself  un- 
worthy if  in  his  dissection  he  lays  bare  too 
many  plans.  But  a  provincial  town  in 
England  or  in  America  is  at  all  times  an 
interesting  study,  and  down  here,  perhaps 
what  most  impressed  me  as  an  American 
was  the  vitality  of  prejudice.  That  it 
should  flourish  and  put  forth  new  roots 
and  new  growth  just  on  a  few  time-worn, 
feeble  traditions  which  really,  when  one 
searched  the  hearts  of  the  kindest  and 
most  hospitable  people  on  earth,  had  no 
actual  feeling  to  support  them,  was  a  con- 
stant surprise  to  us;  yet,  after  all,  it  may 
be  argued  that  the  frame- work  of  restraint 
which  enfolds  English  social  life  in  town 
or  country  has  its  advantages. 

Not  a  peasant  coming  and  going  in  this 
little  community,  not  a  shepherd,  not  the 
humblest  creature  who  drank  his  cider  at 
the  "  Dragon"  (not  venturing  to  the  more 
aristocratic  "George"),  but  felt  instinct- 
ively that,  according  to  the  rules  of  life, 
the  lot  of  man  was  to  accept  his  own  place, 
and  always  look  up  to  some  one  who  look- 
ed down,  with  a  perfect  right  to  do  so, 
upon  him. 

Dinners,  some  dances,  card  parties,  and 
high  teas  enliven  the  winter  season  of 
a  country  town  such  as  this,  where  all 
through  the  winter  months  a  certain  sem- 
blance of  warmth  and  careless  growth 
gives  a  tone  of  spring,  and  a  strong  bond 
between  the  classes  is  created  by  Church 
interests.  Let  the  rector  and  his  curates 
be  ever  so  aristocratic,  there  are  occasions 
when  they  must  be  of  and  with  the  peo- 


ple, and  I  recall  vividly  certain  festival 
])ractices,  school  entertainments,  and  the 
like,  when  there  seemed  almost  a  touch 
of  American  equality  in  the  congrega- 
tion ;  and  on  one  occasion — a  tea  party  for 
some  church  need — I  might  but  for  one 
or  two  evidences  that  I  was  in  Devonshire 
have  fancied  myself  in  Maine  or  Connect- 
icut. 

The  Sunday-school  building  was  de- 
voted to  the  entertainment,  and  hung  with 
bunting,  flowei*s,  and  lanterns,  while  at 
long  tables  tea  and  buns  and  cakes  wei*e 
dispensed  hy  very  smiling  young  people, 
and  during  the  evening  selections  of  mu- 
sic were  "obligingU^  rendered*"  by  "gifted 
amateurs"  in  the  congregation.  Except 
that  the  choral  singing  was  far  better, 
and  the  solos  much  poorer,  it  might  have 
been  an  entertainnjent  in  America;  but 
the  acute  differences  were  in  certain  fig- 
ures or  groups  which  now  and  again 
projected  themselves  from  the  common- 
place of  familiar  scenes;  my  blooming 
dairy-maid,  for  example,  in  her  Sunday 
best,  with  her  lovely  inexpressive  coun- 
tenance one  blush  all  the  evening,  as  she 
sauntered  about  on  her  lover's  arm,  was 
strikingly  typical — courtesying  with  a  lit- 
tle duck  to  the  clerical  gentleman  who 
adclres.sed  lier,  and  twirling  an  end  of  her 
yellow  shawl  when  one  of  the  "quality" 
good-naturedly  inquired  for  her  welfare, 
or  made  some  civil  remark  to  her  j'oung 
man,  and  her  long-drawn  breath  and  ex- 
clamation of  "La,  Jan,  that  be  foine,  be- 
ant  it  ?"  when  a  pretty  girl,  in  blue  cash- 
mere gown  and  white  kid  gloves,  had 
finished  singing  "Twickenham  Ferry." 
Also  the  presence  of  certain  rustics  in  cor- 
duroy or  velveteens,  the  look  on  certain 
farmers*  faces,  and  the  air  of  comfortably 
accepted  plebeianism,  if  I  may  use  the 
word,  made  an  impressive  difference  be- 
tween such  a  gathering  in  our  country 
and  England.  Whereas  with  us  social 
distinctions  would  be  difficult  to  maintain 
on  a  similar  occasion,  here  they  pro- 
nounced themselves  in  definite  lines.  If 
there  was  a  slight  air  of  contempt  Qltiy- 
where,  it  was  in  the  agriculturally  in- 
clined portion  of  the  company :  some  farm- 
ers there  were  Avhose  rosy  countenances 
betrayed  a  touch  of  scorn  now  and  again, 
and  I  doubt  not  later  many  a  discussion 
as  to  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  various 
questions  was  held  in  an  adjacent  tap- 
room, and  ideas  not  to  be  expressed  in  the 
presence  of  the  "quality"  were  sent  forth 
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questions — American  exports, 
and  the  tendency  amon^  the 
rising^  generation  in  EDg-land 
to  desert  agriculture. 


•I   tell 


-what. 


ma  am. 


.) 
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BE^^IlIEf    '-T 


iivenng-  into  a 
responsi  ve  ci  rcl  e. 
No  people  are 
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«  than 

these  very  farm- 
er? of  southern 
I     _  Thev 

hold 
and  are  ready 
''-*  analyze  their 

•ints  of  Tiew. 


i-  _     _        -       -         .      aid 

loosing  up  and  down  reflect- 
ing—  "  I  tell  'ee  it  be  pan  *unt- 
ing  as  does  it,  the  fondness 
they  young  people  "as  for  sport, 
ye  see.  and  a  part  a-wantin'  to 
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In  my  y« 

when  I  hau  a  ci  I 

didn't  care  for  a  re  r'li 

a  brown  'un :  and  when  1  got 

my  farm  I  didn't  think  of  nort  but  stickin* 

to  it.     Xow  "em  must  be  up  and  oflF.  an* 

it's  "Feyther.  I  think  as  how  I'd  like  to 

the  world  a  bit,'  or  '  Country's  too  dull 
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'.  ;:ia'ani — :.  '^vas  in 
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Adq  my  honest  friend  sig.. .- -.^■. 

but  I  doubt  if  I  could  have  persuaded  him 
to  believe  that  every  middle  age  sees  its 
youth  in  e^iorified  nersr^ective. 
'a  m- 
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::g  the  working 
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...    X. -.-./.^ers  and  variety.     The  first  no- 
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-^ed  not  to  be  re-assured 
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nre  different  people  called  uponlier  to 
remonstrate  upon  so  lai^-less  an  innoTa- 

tion. 

The  **  cliai>er*  ^ras  a  Isare-lookin^  edi- 

ar:-  -  iio^ie  <>-  ■       - 

tions  <  :  ".-r-ALs  or 
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wet  and  windy  ni^-ht  when  me  inmisitri 

ppeaclied  witli  an  almost  stari^h-^r  fervor. 


and  *t^  vo^/^«=  ^f  tlie  little  heavy  congre- 
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^  .  -  ■    meet- 

inos  in  Amenea-  -^  ivvrrals,  of 

course:  and  with  :...----  .:3g  frankness, 
Tonnff  people,  ronsed  to  a  ferror  of  r^ 
-  '  "  --ssionate  expression,  stood 
-  oon^eg'ation  of  their  sins, 
li^^  ia^^r  ^i  ^lense  utterances  being  cnri- 
onsly  in  contrast  with  the  colorless,  mat- 
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ter-of-fact  experiences  of  their  daily  lives, 
^vhereiii  market-day  was  an  excitement, 
and  the  summer  fair,  or  a  ti'ip  to  one  of  the 
sea-side  resorts  on  a  holiday,  the  liighest 
form  of  dissipation  known. 

Tlie  complete  equanimity  and  solidit\' 
of  the  American  country  man  or  woman 
is  not  theirs.  Deep  down  stirs  something- 
which  now  and  then  can  put  forth  its 
blossoms,  and  the  tragic,  x^athetic,  simple 
figures  of  such  fiction  as  George  Eliot's. 
Thomas  Hardy's,  Mrs.  Gaskell's,  or  Mrs. 
Oliphant's  are  not  only  not  unusual.  Init 
to  be  met  on  every  side,  but,  curiously 
enough,  affecting  the  community  but 
slightly,  stirring  its  surface  in  the  most 
tranquil  fashion,  which  only  tends  to  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  they  are  a  result  of 
the  natural  instincts  of  the  people. 

A  dozen  different  instances 
which  that  winter  brought  to 
my  notice  rise  now  to  mind, 
notably  one,  which  had  its  or- 
igin in  the  wild  lawlessness 
which  was  inborn  in  the  son 
of  a  wealthy  man.  Leaving 
college,  he  determined  upon 
the  life  of  a  tramp,  and  asking 
nothing  from  his  father,  set 
out.  wandering  over  the  coun- 
try for  years,  sometimes  beg- 
ging his  way.  sometimes  join- 
ing shows  at  a  fair,  and  now 
and  then  re-appearing  at  his 
father's  house,  unkempt  and 
ragged,  only  for  the  purpose 
of  proclaiming  himself  yet 
alive.  Every  one  knew  the 
story,  every  one  recognized 
the  thin  dark  face  and  light- 
limbed  figure  when  it  was 
seen  on  the  road-sides  or  in 
the  village  streets,  and  yet 
no  one  seemed  peculiarly  im- 
pressed by  it.  To  the  people 
the  lawless  man  was  an  object 
of  pity  and  horror,  yet  they 
saw  nothing  suggestive  in  the  _ 
dramatic  side  of  his  life.  I 
have  in  my  mind  a  very  curi- 
ous and  strongly  marked  pic- 
ture of  him  as  I  saw  him  one 
day  sitting  with  his  dog  against 
a  brown  and  windy  hedge.  His 
tattered  garments,  rough  hair, 
and  wild,  sorroAvful  eyes  seem- 
ing to  inclose  a  picture  of  ter- 
rible mental  sadness,  in  which 
was  neither  despair  nor  insan- 


ity, only  the  pathos  of  a  lawless,  undisci- 
plined soul  which  found  its  only  expres- 
sion in  a  life  unfettered  and  defiantly  un- 
conventional. 

Down  one  long  quiet  lane  where  I  often 
walked  there  was,  I  remember,  a  very  poor 
cottage,  the  door  of  which  stood  always 
open,  while  its  owner,  an  aged  woman, 
sat  always  on  the  threshold  when  she  was 
not  at  work;  and  when  I  came  to  know 
her,  she  gave  me  a  simple  story  of  her 
life  and  its  many  desolations,  which  was 
like  a  chapter  from  some  old-fashioned, 
quaint  romance,  and  invested  the  grave 
old  woman,  the  sanded  kitchen,  and  its 
stiff  simplicity  with  a  dignity  only  suf- 
fering can  bring.  She  kept  her  door 
open,  she  told  me,  with  a  gesture  worthy 
of  Mrs.  Siddons,  ' '  becau.se,  when  I'm  sor- 
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rowinj^  here,  ma'am"  (laying"  one  with- 
ered hand  hard  against  her  breast),  "I 
feel  like  to  stifle,  and  seems  as  if  I  must 
g-et  the  air,  and  if  I  can,  the  smell  o'  the 
sea  like ;  then  oftentimes  at  noight  I  opens 
the  door,  thinking  as  how  if  my  lad  did 
come  hack,  he'd  find  it  ready;  but  it's 
thirty  years  agone  since  they  said  as  how 
his  ship  was  lost."  Other  figures,  curi- 
ous, fanciful,  and  romantic,  come  to  mind; 
and  old  tales  of  strange  deeds  in  the  last 
century,  which  on  winter  evenings  my 
landlady  was  fond  of  relating. 

One  waits  in  the  Devonshire  winter 
with  tender  longing  for  the  first  signs  of 
blossom  or  green.  Tlie  crocuses  showed 
their  heads  at  Christmas  time,  and  a  red 
bush,  tlie  escalonia,  not  unlike  the  fuch- 
sia, colored  many  garden  walls  or  over- 
hung stone  porch  ways  we  droA^e  past. 
Here  and  there— down  w^here  Baltacombe 
nestles  in  a  wood — one  finds  unexpected 
early  growths  even  in  January,  but  the 
real  season  of  charm  is  with  the  first  sign 
of  daffodils  or  "Lenten  lilies"  and  the  ear- 
liest primroses.  There  was  a  strip  of  a 
garden  under  our  front  windows  where 
that  winter  some  of  the  pretty  pale  yel- 
low stars  showed  themselves  almost  be- 
fore the  snow  had  melted,  but  it  had 
been  such  a  light,  feathery  fall  of  snow 
that  it  seemed  only  to  soothe  the  earth, 
and  it  left  so  little  trace,  and  the  sun  shone 
for  a  whole  fortnight  so  bravely,  that  we 
began  to  believe  winter  quite  done  with. 
At  Torquay  the  invalids  and  other  visit- 
ors began  to  talk  of  moving;  on  the  beach 
gay  parasols  were  to  be  seen,  and  the 
shops  displayed  spring  wares  and  bon- 
nets with  flowers  and  feathers  and  straw 
<3rowns.  But  even  Devonshire  can  be 
treacherous.  After  one  day  of  smiling 
sunshine,  when  all  the  rich,  deep-toned 
country  had  seemed  thrilled  with  the  first 
I)ulse  of  spring,  we  awoke  in  the  cathe- 
dral city  of  Exeter  to  find  the  coldest  win- 
try weather;  a  town  all  sombrely  gray 
and  brown, and  stately,  with  a  chill  as  of 
November  sweeping  across  it.  It  would 
have  been  discouraging  but  for  the  fact 
that  we  had  the  wonderful  cathedral  and 
its  close  almost  at  our  very  door. 

There  is  a  peculiar  charm  about  the 
cathedral  close  of  Exeter  which  even  win- 
ter gloom  can  not  take  away.  The  spaces 
are  vast  enough  to  make  the  silence  sol- 
emn, yet  there  are  tall  old  trees,  a  sward 
perennially  green,  the  mingling  of  old 
bricks  and  ivy,  and  here  and  there  gable 

Vol.  LXXTI.— No.  428.— 14 


ends  of  ancient  grammar-school,  monas- 
tery, or  private  dwellings,  all  peaceful, 
sleepy,  and  monastic.  In  the  midst  of 
these  surroundings  the  gray  old  cathe- 
dral rears  itself  with  that  wonderful  archi- 
tecture which  immortalizes  an  age  if  not 
a  name,  and  the  tread  of  feet  twice  a  day, 
the  clanging  of  bells,  the  cawing  of  rooks, 
rather  emphasize  than  disturb  the  peace- 
fulness  of  this  spot. 

Exeter  rises  on  a  hilly  slope,  and  the 
river  curves  about  it,  so  that  here,  from 
one  turn  near  the  church-yard  in  which 
we  lingered,  we  could  see  a  lovely  stretch 
of  valley  land — wintry,  yet  strong  in  col- 
or, with  the  diversity  of  wandering  roads, 
close  hedge-rows,  red  roofs,  and  the  em- 
phasis here  and  there  of  a  spire  or  steeple. 
Along  one  of  the  roads  we  knew  Perkin 
War  beck  was  led  captive,  and  so  on  into 
the  city ;  and  indeed  over  all  that  peaceful 
country  the  wave  of  rebellion  or  uprising 
had  swept  more  than  once,  so  that  it  gain- 
ed character  and  force  from  a  historical 
fact,  in  spite  of  the  exquisite  tranquillity 
of  its  present  surroundings.  In  High 
Street  the  houses  are  in  many  instances 
full  of  charm ;  the  windows  are  seven- 
teenth-century, and  here  and  there  an  en- 
tire fagade  shows  Elizabethan  architect- 
ure. The  old  Guildhall  is  a  notable  spe- 
cimen of  this  period.  Its  hospitable  doors 
stand  open,  and  although  the  interior  has 
undergone  certain  renovations,  they  touch 
its  character  but  slightly,  the  armorial 
bearings  of  an  older  Exeter  remaining, 
and  the  curious  brackets  still  giving 
quaintness  to  the  roof. 

Up  and  down  the  old  High  Street  a 
whole  procession  of  royal  people — warri- 
ors, rebels,  and  conquerors — have  passed; 
and  one  can  easily  conjure  up  a  picture  of 
that  portion  nearest  the  old  castle  warm- 
ly colored  with  the  brilliant  movement 
and  flash  of  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
red  and  the  white  rose  were  banded  here; 
the  conquering  King-maker  sent  down  his 
messages  of  defiance  from  Plymouth ;  and 
yonder,  in  an  old  gabled  house,  one  of 
Queen  Margaret's  faithful  servants  lan- 
guished. 

Among  our  latest  excursions,  and  one 
which  seemed  to  close  in  that  Devonshire 
winter,  was  to  the  old  ruin  of  Berry-Pome- 
roy,  about  which  cluster  so  many  pictur- 
esque traditions. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  beauti- 
ful ivy-hung  entrance,  the  keep,  and  the 
ruined  towers.      The  architecture,  which 
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is  partly  thirteentli-century  and  partly 
seventeenth,  is  its  least  charm,  the  melan- 
choly and  dig-nity  of  the  ruined  walls  haf- 
fling  any  attempt  at  word-painting-.  The 
old  kitchen  looked  fairly  well  preserved, 
its  most  interesting  feature  being  the  re- 
mains of  a  small  room  over  the  fire-place. 
Here  it  is  supposed  prisoners  were  con- 
fined in  secret  captivity,  and  we  could  see 
just  how  food  or  necessaries  could  be 
lianded  up  to  them  from  the  back  of  the 
huge  chimney.  Out  in  the  quadrangle 
the  afternoon  sunlight  danced  quite  gay- 
ly,  on  the  grass,  and  on  the  stone  entrance 
to  a  dungeon — now  devoted  to  cups  and 
saucers, spoons  and  tea-caddies — and  across 
where  the  rooks  were  cawing  in  the  trees 
and  the  road  wound  away  down  to  a  si- 
lent, pulseless  pond — such  a  one  as  Ophelia 
might  have  floated  on,  for  the  reeds  and 
rushes  grew  in  picturesque  confusion  on 
its  shores,  and  overhead  ;  in  a  break  in  the 
trees,  the  young  moon  was  visible  as  we 
drove  awa}'. 


Berry-Pomeroy  has  had  its  royal  visit- 
ors, its  statesmen,  its  scholars,  and  its  po- 
ets; and  it  is  one  centre  of  romance  in 
Devonshire,  but  only  one — over  all  the 
country  hangs  the  web-like  veil,  the  gla- 
mour of  picturesque  incident  and  life; 
and  during  our  la,st  days  there,  when  the 
hill-sides  were  abloom  and  the  meadows, 
daintily  green  and  yellow,  we  used  invol- 
untarily to  wonder  why  Devon  had  not 
been  Shakespeare's  country,  wliy  Herrick, 
who  so  strongly  felt  not  only  the  gaj'ety, 
but  the  pathos,  of  the  winter  and  the  spring 
in  his  own  countv,  should  have  called  it 
"dull." 

Peaceful,  placid,  and  touched  with  some- 
thing actually  verdant,  quaint  speech  and 
ways,  generous  fire-sides  and  wide-s))read- 
ing  lands,  all  the  diversities  of  deeply  ru- 
ral life,  with  a  background  of  old  tradi- 
tion and  fanciful  beliefs,  with  a  curious 
charm,  half  of  melancholy,  half  of  hope — 
such  are  some  of  the  impressions  of  the 
winter  in  South  Devonshire. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

LANSING  HAROLD  was  unable  to 
move  from  his  bed,  or  in  his  bed,  for 
a  number  of  weeks.  During  much  of  this 
time,  also,  he  suffered  from  severe  pain. 

Dr.  Kirby  assured  Aunt  Katrina  that 
the  pain  was  a  favorable  symptom;  it  in- 
dicated that  the  difficulty  was  of  a  rheu- 
matic nature;  and  with  time,  patience, 
and  self-denial,  rheumatism  at  his  age 
could  generally  be  subdued. 

"Lanse  isn't  patient,"  Aunt  Katrina 
admitted.  "But  I  have  always  thought 
him  extremely  self-denying:  see  how  he 
has  allowed  Margaret,  for  instance,  to  do 
as  she  pleased."  For  Aunt  Katrina  no^v 
regarded  the  Doctor  as  an  intimate  per- 
sonal friend. 

The  Doctor  went  over  to  see  Lanse 
three  times  a  week,  Winthrop's  horses 
taking  him  to  the  river  and  bringing  him 
back.  On  the  other  days  the  case  w^as 
intrusted  to  the  supervision  of  the  local 
practitioner,  or  rather  to  his  super-hear- 
ing, for  as  Lanse,  after  the  first  interview, 
refused  to  see  him  again  (he  called  him  a 
water- wagtail),  Margaret  w^as  obliged  to 
describe  as  well  as  she  could  to  the  baf- 
fled man  the  symptoms  and  general  con- 


dition of  his  patient — a  patient  Avho  w^as  as- 
impatient  as  possible  with  every  one,  in- 
cluding herself. 

But  save  for  this  small  duty,  Margaret 
had  none  of  the  responsibilities  of  a  nurse : 
two  men  were  in  attendance.  She  had 
sent  to  Savannah  for  them,  Lanse  hav- 
ing declared  that  he  infiniteh^  preferred 
having  men  about  him — "I  can  swear  at 
them,  you  know,  when  the  pain  nips  me. 
I  can't  swear  at  you  yet — you're  too  much 
of  a  stranger."  This  he  brought  out  in 
the  scow^ling  banter  which  he  had  used 
when  speaking  to  her  ever  since  her  ar- 
rival. But  the  scowl  came  from  his 
pain. 

He  was  able  to  move  only  his  head;  in 
addition  to  the  sutt'ering,  the  confinement 
w^as  intolerably  irksome  to  a  man  of  his 
active  habits  and  fondness  for  out-door 
life.  Under  the  course  of  treatment  pre- 
scribed by  Dr.  Kirby  he  began  to  im- 
prove. But  the  improvement  w^as  slow, 
and  he  made  it  slow^er  by  his  unwilling- 
ness to  submit  to  rules.  At  the  end  of 
t^vo  months,  however,  he  was  able  to  use 
his  hands  and  arms  again;  they  could 
raise  him  to  a  sitting  position ;  the  attacks 
of  pain  came  less  frequently,  and  when 
they  did  come  it  was  at  night.      This  gave 
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him  liis  days,  and  one  of  the  first  uses  he 
made  of  his  new  liberty  was  to  have  him- 
self carried  in  an  improvised  litter  borne 
by  negroes,  wlio  relieved  each  other  at  in- 
tervals, to  a  house  which  he  had  talked 
about,  when  he  was  able  to  talk,  ever 
since  he  was  stricken  down.  This  house 
was  not  in  itself  an  attractive  abode.  But 
Lanse  violently  disliked  being-  in  a  ho- 
tel ;  he  had  noticed  the  place  before  his 
illness,  and  thinking-  of  it  as  he  lay  upon 
his  bed,  he  kept  declaring-  ang-rily  that  at 
least  he  should  not  feel  "  hived  in"  there. 
As  the  building-,  bare  and  solitary,  stood 
upon  a  narrow  point  which  jutted  sharply 
into  the  river,  so  that  its  windows  com- 
manded as  uninterrupted  a  view  up  and 
down  stream  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  little 
post-office  at  the  end  of  the  pier,  it  was 
probable,  indeed,  that  no  one  would  feel 
that  sensation  there;  rather  would  one 
feel  like  a  target  for  all  the  winds.  The 
place  had  the  look  of  a  beacon  or  a  sig- 
nal station. 

It  had  not  always  been  so  exposed. 
Once  it  was  an  embowered  Florida  resi- 
dence, shaded  by  many  trees,  clothed  in 
flowering  vines. 

But  its  fate  was  to  be  purchased  at  the 
close  of  the  war  by  a  Northerner,  one  of 
those  sanguine  men  who,  beholding  the 
fair  Southern  country  foi'  the  first  time 
while  marching  across  it  under  epau- 
lets, had  retui^ned  thither  as  soon  as  x^os- 
sible  after  peace  had  been  established, 
with  the  benevolent  intention  of  showing 
the  cotton,  the  rice,  the  sugar-cane,  or 
whatever  it  hax)pened  to  be,  how  to  grow. 
Under  a  prox^er  system  of  cultivation 
(whicli  had  never  yet  been  apx)lied  to 
them),  these  beautiful  Southern  X)roducts 
could  not  fail  to  attain  a  luxuriance  which 
they  had  not  dreamed  of  in  the  old  days. 
But  in  most  instances  (this  being  one  of 
them  I  the  beautiful  Southern  products 
had  disx)la3'ed  a  lack  of  intelligence  which 
was  lamentable,  for  though  it  could  be 
clearly  demonstrated  that,  under  the  new 
methods,  they  were  bound  in  reason  to 
spring  up  with  four  times  the  vigor  of 
former  years,  in  actual  fact  they  scarcely 
sprang  at  all,  but  unexplainably  and  dis- 
appointingly dwindled  and  died.  The 
particular  Northerner  who  had  tried  and 
failed  at  this  point  on  the  St.  John's  had, 
on  his  departure,  left  his  chairs  and  tables 
behind  him.  Upon  taking  possession  ori- 
ginally he  had  immediately  stripped  the 
old  mansion  of  all  its  blossoming  green- 


ery, had  cut  down  the  magnificent  trees 
which  stood  near,  had  put  in  a  dozen  new 
windows,  and  had  then  painted  tlie  whole 
structure  a  brilliant,  importunate  white. 
This  process  he  called  "making  it  whole- 
som.e.*' 

He  had  furnished  his  rooms  upon  much 
the  same  principles.  And  now,  as  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  house  behind  him,  he 
contemplated  with  hope  the  possibility  of 
renting  it  "for  a  water-cure."  Why  a 
water-cure  no  one  but  himself  knew.  He 
was  a  man  haunted  by  visions  of  water- 
cures. 

Lansing  Harold  had  no  intention  of  try- 
ing hydropathy,  unless  the  wide  view  of 
the  river  from  all  his  windows  could  be 
called  that.  But  he  said  that  if  he  were 
there,  at  least  he  should  not  feel  "jostled." 

Jostled  he  certainly  was  not ;  he  and  his 
two  attendants.  ^largaret  and  the  colored 
servants  she  had  with  some  difficulty  ob- 
tained, had  much  more  the  air  of  Robinson 
Crusoes  and  Fridays  on  their  island;  for 
the  hotel,  which  was  the  nearest  house^ 
was  five  miles  distant,  and  not  in  sight, 
and  the  river  was  here  so  broad  that  only 
an  occasional  smoke  told  that  there  were 
abodes  of  men  over  there  opposite  on  the 
low  hazy  shore. 

Once  established  in  his  new  quarters, 
Lanse  advanced  rapidly  toward  a  much 
more  endurable  stage  of  existence.  He 
was  still  unable  to  move  his  legs;  but  he 
could  now  bear  being  lifted  into  a  canoe; 
and  once  in.  with  a  cushion  behind  him, 
he  could  paddle  himself  over  the  smooth 
water  with  almost  as  much  ease  as  ever. 
He  sent  for  a  canoe  which  was  just  large 
enough  to  hold  him.  Boat  and  occupant 
seemed  like  one  person,  so  perfectly  did 
the  small  craft  obey  the  motion  of  his 
light  oar.  One  of  his  men  was  always 
supx^osed  to  accomx^any  him.  The  two 
boats  generally  started  together  from  the 
little  home  x^ier ;  but  Lanse  soon  invented 
a  way  of  ordering  his  follower  to  "wait" 
for  him  at  this  point  or  that,  while  he  took 
"a  little  run"  up  some  creek  that  looked 
inviting.  The  ' '  little  run"  usually  x3roved 
the  main  expedition  of  the  day,  and  the 
"waiting"  would  be  perhaps  five  hours 
long.  The  two  attendants  could  not  com- 
plain of  overwork.  They  soon  learned, 
however,  to  go  to  sleep  comfortably  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat.  Of  tenest  of  all,  Lanse 
and  his  canoe  went  up  the  Juan  a.  The 
Juana  came  from  the  Monnlungs  Swamp. 
As  the  spring  deepened,  and  all  the  flow- 
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PI'S  camo  out,  Laiise  and  liis  little;  box 
went  lloatijif^  up  to  the  Moiiiilunj,'-s  almost 
every  day. 

Mrs.  Rutherford  had  not  seen  her  ' '  bo^-'' ; 
lie  could  not  yet  endure  the  motion  of  any 
carriaj^e,  even  the  easiest,  across  the  lonj^ 
miles  of  ])ine-barren  that  lay  between  the 
river  and  East  Ang^els.  and  it  would  re- 
quire a  bri^^ade  (^r  two  of  nejj^roes,  so  he 
said,  to  carry  him  .-ill  that  distance  in  liis 
litter.  As  soon  as  he  should  feel  himself 
able  to  undertake  so  long  a  journey,  he 
promised  to  j^o  by  steamer  to  the  mouth  of 
the  St-Johirs ;  here  i\\Q Emperadora  could 
meet  him  and  take  him  southward  by  sea 
to  the  hai-borof  Gracias,  thence  down  the 
laf^oon  to  the  landing  of  East  Angels  it- 
self. 

Aunt  Katrina  was  therefore  waiting. 
But  this  was  a  condition  of  things  which 
somebody  was  very  apt  to  be  enjoying 
where  Lanse  was  concerned.  Lanse  had 
a  marked  contempt  for  what  he  called  a 
"l)anting  life."  Under  these  circum- 
stances, as  he  never  panted  himself,  there 
was  apt  to  be  somebody  else  w^ho  was  pant- 
ing. By  a  little  looking  about  one  could 
have  found,  almost  every  day,  several  ex- 
l)ectant  persons  who  had  the  reverse  side 
of  his  leisurely  tastes  to  bear. 

Aunt  Katrina,  in  bearing  hers,  at  least 
had  her  Betty.  Now  that  Margaret  was 
absent,  this  good  soul  remained  constant- 
ly at  East  Angels,  not  returning  to  her 
home  at  all.  She  led  a  sort  of  camping- 
out  existence,  however,  for  dear  Kate  nev- 
er asked  her  to  bring  down  a  trunk  and 
make  herself  comfortable;  dear  Kate  al- 
ways took  the  tone  that  her  friend  would 
return  home,  probably,  "about  the  day 
after  to-morrow."  Betty,  therefore,  had 
with  her  only  her  old  carpet-bag,  which, 
though  voluminous,  had  yet  its  limits;  she 
was  constantly  obliged  to  contrive  secret 
methods  of  getting  necessary  articles  down 
from  Gracias.  She  lived  in  this  make- 
shift manner  for  a  long  stretch  of  weeks, 
heroically  wearing  her  best  gown  all  the 
time,  because  to  have  sent  for  the  second 
best  would  have  appeared  to  dear  Kate 
like  preparation  for  a  longer  visit  than 
she  seemed  to  think  she  should  at  present 
require. 

Dear  Kate  in  the  mean  while  found  her 
i:)rincipal  entertainment  ii]  making  her 
friend  glisten.  She  liked  to  w^atch  a  shine 
of  anxiety  appear  on  poor  Betty's  rosy 
face.  It  was  not  easy  to  make  Betty  un- 
comfortable in  this  way;  she  was  far  too 


generous,  too  unconscious  of  self,  to  be 
disturbed  by  the  usual  petty  stings.  But 
Katrina  was  an  artist  in  this  sort  of  work ; 
she  soon  grew  so  ingenious  in  finding  out 
the  right  places  for  her  probe  that  it  could 
be  said  with  truth  that  she  never  failed 
to  make  Betty  take  out  her  handkerchief, 
dab  it  here  and  there  on  her  cheeks  and 
forehead,  and  look  about  her  anxiously 
for  a  fan,  at  least  twice  ever}'  day. 

Every  day,  too,  the  aunt  wrote  a  little 
note  of  affectionate  inquiry  to  Lanse.  She 
was  sure  her  "  boy"  would  prize  the  sight 
of  her  "own  handwriting."  These  notes 
were  piled  up  in  a  particular  ])lace  in  the 
house  on  the  river.  After  the  first  three 
or  four,  Lanse  never  read  them.  About 
twice  a  week  Margaret  would  take  it  upon 
herself  to  reply.  And  then  Mrs.  Ruther- 
ford would  say,  "As  though  I  wanted 
Margaret  Crnger^'s  answers  I"  She  explain- 
ed to  Betty  that  Margaret  purposely  kept 
Lanse  from  writing.  And  then  Betty, 
looking  meditatively  at  the  carpet,  would 
shake  her  head  slowly,  with  her  lips  pursed 
up, but  without  venturing  further  answer; 
for  she  had  already  got  herself  into  trou- 
ble with  Katrina  by  expatiating  warmly 
upon  the  "great  comfort"  it  must  be  to 
"poor  Mr.  Harold"  to  have  his  wife  with 
him  once  more. 

"Nothing  of  the  soi-t,"  had  been  Ka- 
trina's  brief  reply. 

"  Such  a  comfort  to  her A\\o\\ .\)()()v  dear, 
to  Vje  cible  to  devote  herself  to  him  in  this 
time  of  trial."  ^ 

''Margaret  devote  herself !" 

"  Well,  at  least,  dear  Kate,  it  must  be  a 
great  comfort  to  you  to  have  them  togeth- 
er again,  as  they  ought  to  be,  of  course," 
pursued  Betty,  hopefully.  "  It  may  be — 
who  knows? — probably  it  ivill  be  without 
doubt,  the  beginning  of  a  true  reconcilia- 
tion, a  true  home." 

"True  fiddlesticks!  It  shouldn't  be, 
then,  in  my  opinion,  even  if  it  could  be. 
Margaret  Cruger  has  been  much  too  len- 
iently dealt  with.  After  deserting  her 
husband  as  she  has  done  entirely  ail  these 
years,  she  shouldn't  have  been  taken  back 
so  easil}^;  she  should  have  been  made  to 
go  down  on  her  knees  before  he  forgave 
her." 

' '  Dear  me  I  do  you  really  think  so  ?"  said 
Betty,  dismayed  by  this  picture.  "And 
Mrs.  Harold  has  so  much  sweet  dignity, 
too." 

"It  should  be  stripped  from  her;  it's  all 
hum.      What  right  has  Margaret  Cruger 
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to   such   an  amount  of  dignity  ?     Is  slie 
Alexandra,  Princess  of  Wales,  may  I  ask?" 

"Do  you  know,  I  have  always  thought 
she  looked  quite  a  good  deal  like  ber,"  ex- 
claimed Betty,  delighted  with  this  coinci- 
dence. 

But  Katrina's  comparison  had  been  an 
impersonal  one;  she  was  not  thinking  at 
all  of  the  fair  graceful  Princess  of  the 
Danes.  "My  patience!  Elizabeth  Gwin- 
net,  how  dull  you  are  sometimes !"  she  ex- 
claimed, closing  her  eyes  with  a  groan. 

Elizabeth  Gwinnet  agreed  that  she  was 
dull,  agreed  with  an  unresentful  laugh. 
Katrina's  epithets  were  a  part  of  the  va- 
garies of  her  illness,  of  course ;  if  she,  Bet- 
ty, was  sure  of  anything  in  this  world, she 
was  sure  that  she  was  an  enormous  com- 
fort to  her  poor  dear  Kate.  And  under 
those  circumstances  she  could  agree  to  any- 
thin  g. 

While  helpless  and  in  pain,  Lansing 
Harold  had  been  entirely  absorbed  in  his. 
own  condition;  even  Margaret's  arrival 
he  had  noticed  but  slightly.  This  strong, 
dark,  large  man  took  his  illness  as  an  ex- 
traordinary dispensation,  a  tragic  miracle ; 
he  was  surprised  that  Dr.  Kirby  was  not 
more  agitated ;  he  was  surprised  that  his 
two  attendants,  when  they  came,  did  not 
evince  a  deeper  concern.  Surely  it  was 
a  case  unprecedented,  terrible;  surely  no 
one  had  ever  had  such  an  ordeal  before. 
Not  once  did  he  emerge  from  his  own 
personality  and  look  upon  his  condition 
as  part  of  the  common  lot.  Lanse,  in- 
deed, had  never  fully  believed  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  common  lot. 

He  announced  to  everybody  that  Fate 
was  treating  him  with  frightful  injustice. 
Why  should  he  be  maimed  and  shackled 
in  this  way — he,  a  man  who  had  always 
led  a  wholly  simple,  natural  life  ?  He 
had  never  shut  himself  up  in  an  office, 
burned  his  eyes  out  over  law  papers,  or 
narrowed  his  chest  over  ledgers;  he  had 
never  sacrificed  his  liberty  in  the  sordid 
pursuit  of  money-getting.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  had  admired  all  beautiful  things 
wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  he  had 
breathed  the  fresh  air  of  heaven,  had  seen 
all  there  was  of  life  and  nature,  and  en- 
joyed it  all  in  a  full,  free,  sane  way.  It 
was  monstrous,  it  was  ridiculous,  to  strike 
at  him.  Strike,  and  welcome,  at  the  men 
who  kept  their  windows  down  !  Thus  he 
inveighed,  thus  he  protested,  and  all  in 
perfectly  good  faith.  Lanse  believed  of 
himself  exactly  w^hat  he  said. 


But  once  established  in  a  house  of  his 
own,  and  able  to  float  about  on  the  river, 
promptly  his  good-humor  came  back  to 
him;  for  Lanse.  while  not  in  the  least 
amiable,  had  always  had  an  abundance  of 
good-humor.  He  began  to  laugh  again; 
he  began  to  tell  Margaret  stories  connect- 
ed with  his  life  abroad.  Lanse's  stories, 
though  the  language  was  apt  to  be  almost 
as  condensed  as  that  of  telegraphic  dis- 
patches, were  invariably  good. 

There  had  been  no  formal  explanations 
between  these  two,  no  serious  talk.  Lanse 
hated  serious  talk.  And  as  for  explana- 
tions, as  he  had  never  in  his  life  been  in 
the  habit  of  giving  them,  it  was  not  likely 
that  he  was  going  to  begin  now.  When 
Margaret  first  arrived,  and  he  could 
scarcely  see  her  from  pain,  he  had  man- 
aged to  say,  "Oh,  you're  back?  glad  to 
see  you" — as  though  she  had  left  him  but 
the  week  before — and  this  matter-of-course 
tone  he  had  adhered  to  ever  since.  It 
was  the  easier  since  his  wife  showed  no 
desire  to  alter  it. 

He  required  no  direct  services  from  her ; 
his  men  did  everything.  As  he  grew 
better,  he  gave  her  the  position  of  a 
charming  comrade  whom  it  was  a  plea-' 
sure  to  meet  when  he  came  (in  his  wheeled 
chair)  to  the  parlor  in  the  evening;  he 
thanked  her  gallantly  for  being  there. 
In  this  way  they  lived  on.  Margaret  had 
been  for  nine  or  ten  weeks  under  the  same 
roof  with  him  before  he  made  any  allu- 
sion to  their  personal  relations.  Even 
then  it  was  only  a  remark  or  two,  uttered 
easily,  and  as  though  he  had  happened  to 
think  of  it  just  then.  The  remarks  em- 
bodied the  idea  that  the  "interruption" 
(that  was  what  he  called  it)  which  had  oc- 
curred in  their  life  together  should  be  left 
undiscussed  between  them..  It  had  hap- 
pened, let  it  therefore  remain  "happen- 
ed." They  couldn't  improve  it  by  chatter- 
ing about  it  (an  illusion  of  weak  minds), 
but  they  could  take  up  the  threads  again 
where  they  had  left  them,  and  go  on  with- 
out any  bother.  ' '  Bother"  was  another  of 
the  things  Lanse  detested. 

Later,  he  added  a  f cav  things  more :  they 
were  not  taking  up  the  threads,  after  all, 
just  where  they  had  left  them,  but  in  a 
much  better  place.  For  now  they  were 
relieved  from  any  necessity  for  being  sen- 
timental. He  admired  her  greatly;  he 
didn't  mind  telling  her  that  she  had  grown 
much  more  interesting,  as  well  as  hand- 
somer ;  but  his  having  remained  away  from 
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her  as  long"  as  lie  had,  and  of  liis  own  ac- 
cord, debarred  liini.  of  coui-se,  from  ex- 
pectins^  pej'sonal  affection  from  licr,  at 
least  at  ])resent;  he  certainly  didn't  ex- 
])ect  it,  she  niij^ht  rest  secnre  about  that. 
On  the  otlier  hand,  he  didn't  believe,  ei- 
ther— no,  not  in  the  least — that  she  had 
broken  her  heart  very  deeply  about  him. 
There  was  no  better  foundation  than  this 
state  of  affairs  for  the  most  comfortable 
sort  of  years  toofether,  if  she  ^vould  look 
at  it  in  the  ri^^ht  way.  What  Avas  the 
cause  of  most  of  the  trouble  between  hus- 
bands and  wiv<'s  nowada3'S  ? — by  "now- 
adays'' he  meant  in  modern  times,  since 
women  had  been  allowed  to  complain. 
Tlieir  being  so  bigoted,  wasn't  it?  on  one 
side  or  tlie  other,  as  to  wish  to  absorb  each 
other,  control  each  other,  in  a  ])ett3',  dog- 
matic, jealous  sort  of  way.  Now  in  their 
case  there  would  not  be  any  clashing  of 
that  sort;  when  people  had  lived  a])art  as 
the^Miad,  voluntarily  and  contentedly',  for 
seven  years,  they  must  at  least  have  got 
out  of  the  habit  of  asking  prying  ques- 
tions, of  expecting  a  report  of  everything 
that  had  happened,  of  trying  to  dictate 
and  govern.  As  to  jealousy,  it  would  be 
rather  late  in  the  day  to  begin  that. 

Tiiese  were  the  only  approaches  Lanse 
had  made  toward  a  discussion  of  intimate 
to])i<3s.  The  reserve  was  not  so  remarka- 
ble in  him  as  it  might  have  been  in  anoth- 
er man,  for  Lanse  seldom  talked  on  inti- 
mate topics  with  anybody.  His  principle, 
so  far  as  it  could  be  gathered  from  his 
life,  appeared  to  have  been  to  allow  him- 
self, in  actual  fact  (quiet  fact),  the  most 
radical  liberty  of  action,  while  at  the  same 
time  in  speech,  in  tastes,  in  general  man- 
ner, he  remained  firmly,  even  aggressive- 
ly, a  conservative:  Lanse's  "manner" 
had  been  much  admired.  Always,  so  he 
would  have  said,  he  behaved  "as  a  gen- 
tleman should,"  which  had  seemed  to 
mean  principally  (according  to  his  own 
idea  of  it)  that  he  had  no  local  view^s  of 
anything,  that  he  w^as  fond  of  the  fine  arts 
and  good  guns,  that  he  had  a  taste  for 
al)lutions  and  fresh  air,  for  laced  shoes 
and  shooting  jackets,  and  that  he  never 
(it  had  not  happened  since  his  early  youth, 
at  least)  lost  control  of  himself  through 
drink.  All  this  w^ent  perfectly  with  his 
apparent  frankness.  It  also  went  perfect- 
ly with  his  real  reserves. 

On  the  occasions  when  he  had  said  his 
few  words  to  Margaret,  he  had  given  her 
no  chance  to  reply;  he  had  made  his  re- 


marks when  one  of  his  men  was  moment- 
arily expected  to  enter,  he  himself,  mean- 
while, being  occupied  in  examining  his 
guns  (Lanse  was  always  examining  his 
guns);  and  the  .second  time  he  took  up  a 
book,  and  becinne  absorbed  even  while 
s))eaking,  his  words  dying  away  as  he 
read.  Lanse  was  sure  that  he  read  a 
great  deal,  that  he  was  very  f<md  of  read- 
ing. In  reality  he  had  read  of  late  years 
almost  nothing;  he  only  turned  to  read- 
ing as  a  last  resort.  He  was  barbarically 
ignorant  regarding  the  authors  of  his  day. 
He  liked  best  personal  memoirs  and  let- 
ters of  the  last  century.  When  these  fail- 
ed him,  he  re-read  Fielding — fortunately 
Fielding  was  inexhaustible. 

He  was  in  the  habit  of  saying  this.  But 
one  evening  even  Fielding  palled. 

It  was  when  they  had  been  for  nearly 
two  months  in  the  house  on  the  river.  He 
had  been  out  during  most  of  the  afternoon 
in  his  canoe;  his  two  attendants  had  now 
established  him  upon  his  sofa,  placed  ev- 
erything which  they  thought  he  might 
want  within  his  reach,  had  adjusted  his 
reading  lamp  (he  had  announced  that  he 
was  going  to  read),  and  had  then  left 
him.  They  were  to  return  at  ten  o'clock 
and  help  him  to  bed,  for  Lanse  was  obliged 
to  keep  early  hours;  the  night  was  the 
dangerous  time,  and  one  of  the  men  al- 
ways slept  on  a  cot  bed  in  the  room  with 
him,  so  as  to  be  within  call. 

Margaret  was  sitting  near  the  larger 
table,  where  there  was  a  second  lam]). 
She  was  sewing.  Having  thrown  down 
his  book,  apparently  witli  the  sudden  re- 
alization (it  came  to  him  occasionally) 
that  he  knew  every  word  of  it  before  be- 
ginning, Lanse  sat  among  his  cushions, 
watching  her  hand  come  and  go  above 
the  long  seam. 

"You  are  always  sewitig  on  such  long 
things!''  he  said.  "What  is  the  use  of 
your  doing  that  sort  of  work  nowadays, 
when  there  are  sewing-machines  ?'' 

"That's  like  the  American  you  told  me 
about,  who  asked,  in  Venice,  what  was  the 
use  of  ])eople's  sketching  there  nowadays, 
when  there  were  photographs  ?" 

"  Oh,  your  seam  is  a  work  of  art,  is  it  ?" 
said  Lanse.  He  was  silent  for  a  moment. 
Then  he  took  up  an  old  grievance.  "Evert 
is  abominably  selfish  not  to  come  over 
here  oftener.  He  might  just  as  well  come 
over  and  stay.  Do  you  know  any  earth- 
ly reason  why  he  shouldn't?" 

"I  suppose  he  thinks  he  ought  not  to 
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](;av(5    Aunt   Katrina  —  I    mean    for   any 
Jen^ih  of  time." 

"  He  comes  i'ov  no  len<^th,  lonj^  or  short. 
Ain)i  Katrina?  I  tliou<^-[it  yoa  said  sli(i'd 
<r(>i  a  lot  of  people?" 

"Only  Mrs.  (Jarew." 

"  Mrs.  Care w  and  five  or  six  servants; 
tlwit's  (Mjoug-h,  in  all  conscience.  No;  I'll 
t(;ll  you  what  it  really  is  :  IGvert  knows 
I've  ^ot  a  canoe  now  tliat  won't  hold  him, 
and  til  at  lie  would  have  to  paddle  himself. 
So  he  stays  away.  He  misfit  stay  forev- 
<^j',  as  far  as  I  am  concern(;d,  if  it  weren't 
for  the  evenings.  But  they're  so  confound- 
edly long — you  must  admit  that  they  are 
— for  a  person  who  doesn't  sew  seams.  If 
Evert  wen;  here,  I  could  at  least  beat  liim 
at  (jlieckers — that  would  be  s(miet}iirif^-," 

Checkers  was  the  only  ^-ame  Lanse 
would  play;  he  hated  games  generally. 
His  method  of  playing  this  one  was  hope- 
lessly bad.  That  made  no  difference  in 
his  b{;i ng  convinced  tliat  it  was  excellent. 
He  hluster(;d  over  it  aJways. 

Mar'ga,ret  had  not  answered.  After  a 
wliile,  still  idly  watchirjg  lier  hand  come 
and  go,  Lanse  began  to  laugh.  "No:  I'll 
tell  you  what  it  really  is,  Madge;  I  know 
it  as  well  as  if  he  had  drawn  up  a  formal 
indictrrif^nt  and  signed  his  name.  He's 
all  off  with  me  on  account  of  the  way  I've 
treated  you." 

She  started ;  the  movement  of  her  hand 
became  uneven, though  she  kept  on  taking 
stitches. 

"Yes.  Wliat  do  you  say  to  my  having 
told  hirntlie  whohistory  -  just  what  really 
)iapp(;ned,  and  without  a  shade  of  excus- 
ing myself  in  any  way?  Don't  you  call 
that  pretty  good  of  me  ?  But  I  found  out, 
too,  what  I  didn't  know  before — that  you 
yourself  liave  never  said  a  word  all  this 
time  either  to  him  or  to  Aunt  Katrina; 
that  you  have  told  nothing.  I  call  that 
pretty  good  of  you.  I  dare  say,  in  the 
mean  while,  Aunt  Katrina  has  led  you  a 
life!" 

"I  haven't  minded  that  —  she  didn't 
know — " 

"It  was  really  vory  fine  of  you,"  said 
Lanse,  appreciatively,  after  a  moment  or 
two  of  silence,  during  which  he  had  seem- 
ed to  review  again  her  course,  and  to  sin- 
cerely admire  it.  "It  would  have  been 
so  easy  to  have  considered  it  your  'duty' 
to  tell,  to  have  called  the  telling  'setting 
yourself  right.'  Everybody  would  have' 
been  on  your  side — would  have  taken 
your  part.    But  I  can'tsay,  after  all,  that  I'm 


surpris(;d,"  he  went  on.  "I  have  always 
had  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  you, 
Madge.  If  I  hadn't,  I  shouldn't  have 
b(;(;n  so  easy,  of  course,  about  going  away. 
I>ut  I  knew  I  could  leave  you,  I  knf;w  I 
could  trust  you;  I  knew  you  would  al- 
ways be  the  lyari'M'A  creature  you  have 
shown  yourself  to  be." 

"  I'm  not  perfect  at  all,"  answered  Mar- 
garet, throwing  her  work  down  with  a 
movem(;ntthat  was  almost  fierce.  "Don't 
talk  to  me  in  that  way." 

' '  1'h(;re !  no  need  to  flash  out  so ;  remem- 
ber I'm  only  a  cripple,"  responded  Lanse, 
amiably.  He  sat  there  stroking  his  short 
beard  with  his  strong,  well-shaped  harjd, 
looking  at  her,  as  he  did  so,  with  some  cu- 
riosity. 

She  rose.  "Is  there  anything  I  can 
do  for  you  ? — anything  you  want  before 
I  go  ?"  And  she  began  to  fold  up  her 
work. 

"  Oh, don't  go !  that's  inhuman.  It's  only 
a  litthi  after  nine— there's  nearly  an  hour 
yet  before  tlie  executioners  come.  I  didn't 
mean  to  vex  you,  Madge;  really  I  didn't. 
I  know  perfectly  that  you  have  done  what 
you  did,  behaved  as  you  have — so  admira- 
bly (you  nrust  excuse  my  saying  it  again) 
— to  please  yourself,  not  me;  you  did  it  be- 
cause you  thought  it  right,  and  you  don't 
want  my  thanks  for  it;  you  don't  even 
wantmy  admiration.  Probably  you  haven't 
a  very  high  opinion  of  my  admiration. 
I  don't  condole  with  you — you  may  have 
noticed  that;  the  truth  is,  you  have  had 
your  liberty,  and  you  have  been  rid  of  me, 
and  thei^e  has  been  no  disagreeable  gossip 
about  it.  If  you  had  ever  loved  me, 
things  would  have  been,  of  course,  very 
different  —  there  would  have  been  the 
grief  and  all  that  to  consider.  But  there's 
been  no  grief.  You  probably  know  now, 
though  you  didn't  then,  that  you  never 
seriously  cared  for  me  at  all.  Of  course 
you  thought  you  did." 

Margaret  was  standing,  her  folded  work 
in  her  hand,  ready  to  leave  the  room.  "I 
should— I  should  have  tried,"  she  answer- 
ed, in  a  husky  voice,  her  eyes  turned  away, 

"Tried?  Of  course  you  would  have 
tried,  poor  child,"  responded  Lanse,  laugh- 
ing. "  I  should  have  had  that  spectacle. 
You  were  wonderfully  good;  you  had  a 
great  sense  of  duty;  you  really  married 
me  from  duty — because  I  told  yo\x  you 
could  save  me,  and  you  believed  it,  and 
thought  you  must  try.  And  you  mistook 
the  interest  you  felt  in  me  on  that  account 
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for  affection  —  a  very  natural  mistake  at 
your  age.  Never  mind  all  that  now.  I 
only  want  you  to  admit  tliat  I  mio-]it  have 
been  worse;  I  miglit  have  been  brutal, 
tyrannical,  in  every  petty  way.  I  might 
liave  been  a  pig.  Instead  of  leaving  you 
as  I  did,  I  might  liave  staid  at  home— 
and  made  you  wish  that  I  had  left!  Even 
now  I  scarcely  touch  your  liberty.  True, 
I  ask  you  to  keep  house  for  me,  set  up  a 
home  and  make  me  comfortable  again. 
But  outside  of  that  I  leave  you  very  free. 
You  shall  do  quite  as  you  please.  Luck- 
ily we've  got  money  enough — that  is,  you 
have  —  not  to  be  forced  to  sacrifice  our- 
selves about  trifles.  If  you  want  your 
breakfast  at  eight  o'clock,  and  I  mine  at 
eleven,  why,  we  can  have  it  in  that  way. 
It  won't  be  necessary  for  us  to  change  our 
customs  in  the  very  least  for  each  other, 
and  I  assure  you  in  the  long-run  that  tells. 
It's  possible,  of  course,  that  you  may  hate 
me.  But  I  don't  believe  you  do;  and  in 
case  you  don't,  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
shouldn't  lead  an  easy  life  together.  Real- 
ly, looking  at  it  in  that  way,  it's  a  very 
pretty  little  prospect— for  people  of  sense." 
As  he  concluded  with  these  words,  geni- 
ally uttered,  Margaret  sank  suddenly  into 
a  chair  which  was  near  her  and  covered 
her  face  with  her  hands. 

Lanse  looked  at  her.  There  was  genu- 
ine kindness  in  his  beautiful  dark  eyes  with 
the  yellow  lights  in  them.  "There's  one 
question  I  might  ask  you,  Margaret.  But 
no,  I  won't;  it's  really  none  of  my  busi- 
ness. You  will  always  act  like  an  angel. 
Your  thoughts  are  your  own  affair." 

Margaret  still  sat  motionless,  her  face 
covered, 

"  I'm  very  sorry  you  feel  so.  I  meant 
to  be — I  want  to  be— as  considerate  as  pos- 
sible. Great  heavens !"  he  went  on,  ' '  what 
a  fettered,  restricted  existence  you  women 
—  the  good  ones  — do  lead!  1  have  the 
greatest  sympathy  for  you.  When  you're 
wretched,  you  can't  do  anything ;  you  can't 
escape,  and  you  can't  take  any  of  tlie  com- 
pensations men  take  when  they  want  to 
balance  ill  luck  in  other  directions ;  all  you 
can  do  is— sit  still  and  bear  it !  I  wonder 
you  endure  it  as  you  do.  But  I  won't  talk 
about  it;  talking's  all  rot.  Short  of  kill- 
ing myself,  I  don't  know  that  there's  any- 
thing that  would  improve  the  situation. 
And  that  wouldn't  be  of  any  use  either, 
at  least  to  you,  because  it  would  leave  you 
feeling  guilty,  and  guilt  you  could  never 
bear.      Come,  hold  up  your  head,  Madge; 


nothing  in  this  stupid  life  is  worth  feel- 
ing so  bad  about :  life's  nothing  but  rub- 
bish. Get  the  checker  -  board  and  we'll 
have  a  game." 

Margaret  had  risen.  ''  I  can't  to-night; 
any  other  time." 

"But  what  am  I  to  do.  then?"  began 
Lanse,  in  a  complaining  tone.  He  was  as 
good  as  his  word  ;  ho  had  ali-eady  dismissed 
the  subject  from  his  mind.  "  Well,  if  you 
must  go,''  he  went  on,  "just  hand  me  that 
book  of  poor  Malleson's,  first." 

This  was  a  book  of  sketches  of  the  work 
of  Mino  da  Fiesole,  the  loving,  patient  stud- 
ies of  a  young  American  who  had  died  in 
Italy  years  before,  when  Lanse  was  there. 
Lanse  had  been  kind  to  him  at  the  last; 
had  closed  his  eyes,  and  had  then  laid  him 
to  sleep  in  that  lovely  shaded  cemetery  un- 
der the  shadow  of  the  pyramid  outside  the 
walls  of  Rome — a  sweet  last  resting-place 
that  lingers  in  many  a  traveller's  memory. 
The  book  of  sketches  had  been  left  to  him, 
and  he  was  very  fond  of  it. 

As  Margaret  gave  it  to  him  he  saw  her 
face  more  clearly,  saw  its  pallor  and  the 
traces  of  tears  under  the  dark  lashes. 
"Yes,  go  and  rest,"  he  said,  compassion- 
ately; "go  to  bed.  I  should  reproach  my- 
self very  much  if  I  thought  it  was  wait- 
ing upon  me,  care  about  me,  that  had 
tired  you  so." 

"No;  I  have  very  little  to  do;  the  men 
do  everything,"  Margaret  answered.  "  I 
haven't  half  as  much  to  attend  to  here  as 
I  have  at  home."  She  seemed  to  wish  to 
re-assure  him. 

"At  home?"  said  Lanse,  jocularly. 
"What  are  you  talking  about?  This  is 
your  home,  isn't  it  ? — wherever  I  happen 
to  be." 

But  evidently  his  wife's  self-control  had 
been  rudely  shaken  when  her  tears  had 
mastered  her,  for  now  she  could  not  an- 
swer him.  She  turned  away  without 
speaking  and  left  the  room. 

"Courage!"  he  called  after  her  as  she 
went  toward  the  door.  "You'll  see  it  will 
all  come  right  in  the  end." 

She  went  with  a  swift  step  to  her  own 
room,  and  threw  herself  face  downward 
upon  a  low  couch,  her  head  resting  upon 
her  clasped  hands.  The  sudden  move- 
ment loosened  her  hair;  soon  it  began  to 
slip  from  its  fastenings  and  drop  over  her 
shoulders  in  a  thick,  soft,  perfumed  mass. 
'  Then,  falling  forward,  lock  by  lock,  the 
long  ends  touched  the  floor. 

As  she  lay  thus  behind  her  bolted  doors, 
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fig-hting  with  an  unhappiness  so  deep  that 
her  whole  heart  was  sobbing'  and  crying-, 
though  now  she  did  not  shed  outwardly  a 
tear, her  husband, stroking  his  brown  beard 
meditatively,  was  getting  a  great  deal  of 
enjoyment  out  of  poor  Malleson's  book. 
Lanse  had  a  very  delicate  taste  in  such  mat- 
ters; he  knew  a  beautiful  outline  when  he 
saw  it,  from  a  single  palmetto  against  the 
blue,  on  a  point  in  the  St.  John's,  to  these 
low  reliefs  of  the  sweetest  sculptor  of  the 
Renaissance.  Long  before,  he  had  told 
Margaret  that  he  married  her  for  her  pro- 
file. Slim,  unformed  girl  as  she  was,  there 
had  been  from  the  first  moment  he  saw  her 
an  immense  satisfaction  for  his  eyes  in  the 
poise  of  her  head  and  the  clearness  of  her 
delicate  features  every  time  she  entered  the 
room. 

Whether  he  would  have  found  any  sat- 
isfaction in  these  same  outlines,  could  he 
have  seen  them  prone  in  their  present  aban- 
donment, only  himself  could  have  told. 

He  would  have  said,  probably,  that  he 
found  no  satisfaction  at  all.  Lansing  Har- 
old, as  has  been  remarked  before,  had  a 
ffreat  deal  of  benevolence. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

''I  dox't  know  what  to  say  to  you,  Mrs. 
Harold,  or  how  to  explain  to  you  what  I 
can  not  —fully,  that  is — explai  n  to  myself, " 
Dr.  Kirby  began.  He  was  evidently  high- 
ly disturbed.  He  sat  down  and  stroked 
his  chin;  he  got  up  and  walked  to  and 
fro ;  then  he  sat  down  again,  but  with  no 
increase  of  tranquillity. 

He  was  in  the  sitting-room  of  the  house 
on  the  river— a  place  not  so  desolate  after 
eight  months  of  Margaret's  habitation 
there.  She  could  not  restore  the  blos- 
soming vines  to  the  stripped  exterior ;  she 
could  not  bring  to  life  again  the  magnifi- 
cent old  trees;  but  within  she  had  made 
a  great  change.  The  rooms  were  fairly 
comfortable  now.  Dark  blinds  gave  a 
semblance  of  the  former  leafy  shade. 

But  more  than  the  rooms  was  the  mis- 
tress of  them  herself  transformed.  The 
change  was  not  one  of  manner  or  ex- 
pression; it  was  the  metamorphosis  which 
can  be  produced  by  a  complete  alteration 
of  dress.  For  Lanse  had  objected  to  the 
simplicity  of  his  wife's  attire,  and  especial- 
ly to  the  plain,  close  arrangement  of  her 
hair.  "You  don't  mean  it,  I  know,"  he 
said,  ' '  but  it  has  an  appearance  of  aflPec- 


tation,  a  sort  of  '  holier  than  thou'  air.  I 
hate  to  see  women  going  about  in  that 
way;  it  looks  as  if  they  thought  them- 
selves so  beautiful  that  they  didn't  mind 
calling  attention  to  it — with  sanctimonious 
primness,  of  course.  It's  the  most  con- 
spicuous thing  a  woman  can  do." 

"  It's  not  a  matter  of  principle  with  me ; 
it's  only  my  taste,"  Margaret  answered, 
"  I  have  always  liked  simplicity  in  others, 
and  so  I  have  dressed  in  that  way  my- 
self." 

"Well,  alter  it,  then.  With  your  sort 
of  face  you  couldn't  possibly  Jook  flashy. 
And  you  might  look  prettier — less  like  a 
saint.  There,  don't  be  enraged ;  I  know 
you  haven't  a  grain  of  that  kind  of  pose.. 
But  it  seems  to  me,  Margaret,  that  you 
might  very  well  dress  to  please  me,  since 
I  regard  you  as  a  charming  picture,  keep- 
ing my  hands  off." 

The  next  steamer  that  touched  at  the 
long  pier  (it  was  not  two  hours  afterward) 
took  from  there  half  a  dozen  hastily  writ- 
ten letters  to  carry  North. 

"What  in  the  world— why,  I  hardly 
knew  you,"  Aunt  Katrina  said,  ten  days 
later,  when  her  niece  came  over  to  East 
Angels  to  see  her:  now  that  Lanse  was  so 
much  better,  she  could  come  oftener. 

"Lanse  wished  it,"  Margaret  answered 
as  she  took  her  seat. 

"And  very  properly.  You  certainly 
had  a  most  tiresome  way  of  having  your 
things  made — so  deadly  plain.  It  looked 
as  if  you  wanted  people  to  think  you  ei- 
ther very  Quakerish  or  very  miserable,  I 
hardly  know  which." 

"If  I  had  been  miserable  I  shouldn't 
have  paid  so  much  attention  to  it,  should 
I  ?  It  takes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
dress  in  that  way."  She  spoke,  if  not 
smilingly,  then  at  least  in  the  even  tone 
which  people  now  called  "always  so 
cheerful." 

"Oh,  I  don't  know  what  you  really 
icere ;  I  only  meant  how  you  looked.  I 
am  glad,  at  least,  that  you  acknowledge 
that  it  takes  a  great  stock  of  vanity  to  go 
steadily  against  all  the  fashions.  Well, 
you  don't  look  Quakerish  now." 

"You  like  the  dress,  then  ?" 

"It's  lovely,'' ssi'id  Aunt  Katrina,  scan- 
ning every  detail  from  the  hat  to  the  shoe. 
"Expensive,  of  course  ?'' 

"Yes." 

"  And  Lanse  likes  that  ?" 

"He  wishes  me  to  dress  richly :  he  says 
so." 
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"I  tliink  tliat's  so  nice  of  liiiii.  He 
■vN^ants  you  to  look,  I  suppose,  as  Avell  as 
you  can,''  said  Aunt  Katrina,  mag-nani- 
mously.  "And  certainly  you  do  look  a 
great  deal  better." 

Whether  Marg-aret  looked  better  was  a 
question  whose  answer  depended  upon  the 
personal  taste  of  those  who  saw  her.  She 
looked,  at  least,  very  ditlerent.  The 
sumptuous  wrap  with  its  deep  fringes,  the 
lace  of  the  scarf,  tlie  general  impression 
of  costly  fabrics  and  of  color  in  her  attire, 
brought  out  the  delicate  outlines  of  her 
face,  as  the  soft  waves  of  her  hair  over  her 
forehead  deepened  the  blue  of  her  eyes. 
On  her  white  arms  now,  at  home  in  the 
evenings,  bracelets  gleamed,  the  flash  of 
rings  came  from  her  little  hands;  her 
slender  figure  trailed  behind  it  rich  silks 
of  various  light  hues. 

"You  are  a  beautiful  object  nowadays, 
Margaret,"  Lanse  said  more  than  once. 
*' Fancy  your  having  known  how,  all  this 
lime,  without  ever  having  used  your  tal- 
ent!" 

"It's  my  dress-maker's  talent." 

"Yes;  she  must  have  a  great  deal  to 
carry  out  your  orders." 

He  was  especially  pleased  one  evening. 
She  came  in,  bringing  his  newspaper, 
which  had  just  arrived  by  the  steamer. 
She  was  dressed  in  a  long  gleaming  gown 
of  satin,  with  long  tight  sleeves;  she  wore 
a  little  ruff  of  Venetian  lace;  there  was  a 
golden  comb  in  her  dark  hair.  A  fan 
made  of  the  bright  plumage  of  some  trop- 
ical bird  lay  against  the  satin  of  her  skirt; 
it  hung  by  a  ribbon  from  the  broad  satin 
belt,  w^hich,  fastened  by  a  golden  buckle, 
defined  her  slender  waist. 

"You  look  like  a  fine  old  engraving,'' 
he  said. 

She  stood  holding  the  paper  toward  him. 
But  for  a  moment  he  did  not  take  it;  he 
was  surveying  her  critically.  Then  he 
lifted  his  eyes  to  her  face.  There  was  a 
smile  in  them.  "You  did  it— do  it — to 
please  me  ?"  he  said. 

She  did  not  answer. 

"  Because  you  think  it  your  duty  to  do 
what  I  wish.  And  because,  too,  you  are 
a  trifle  afraid  of  me,"  he  laughed.  "It 
w^ould  have  an  even  better  effect,  though, 
Madge,"  he  went  on,  "if  you  wouldn't 
take  it  quite  so  seriously.  Couldn't  you 
contrive  to  get  just  a  little  pleasure  out 
of  it  on  your  own  account? — I  mean  the 
looking  so  handsome." 

She  gave  him  the  paper,  and  went  across 


to  her  work-table.      "I  am  delighted  to 
look  liandsome,"  she  said. 

"No,  you're  not.  It  was  probably 
easier  for  you  to  dress  as  you  used  to — 
plainl}';  more  in  accordance  with  your 
feelings — women  like  to  be  in  accordance. 
Poor  child  I"  Lanse  added,  irrelevantly. 

"The  truth  is,  Madge,  you're  too  consci- 
entious," he  resumed,  after  a  short  silence. 
"I  take  advantage  of  it,  of  course — I  al- 
ways shall.  But  you  would  get  on  a  great 
deal  better  yourself,  you  might  even  have 
had  more  influence  over  me  (if  you  care 
about  that),  if  you  had  been,  if  you  were 
now,  a  little  less— patient." 

"I  suppose  tiiere's  no  use  in  my  repeat- 
ing that  I'm  not  patient  at  all,"  answered 
Margaret.  She  was  taking  some  balls  of 
silk  from  the  drawer. 

"You  want  me  to  think  it's  self-con- 
trol. Well,  perhaps  it  is.  But  then,  you 
know,  unbroken  self-control — '' 

"Would  j'ou  mind  it  if  I  should  ask 
you  not  to  discuss  it — my  self-control  ?" 
Her  hands  were  beginning  to  tremble. 

"  Put  your  hands  in  your  pocket  if  you 
don't  want  me  to  see  them,"  said  Lanse, 
laughing;    "they   always   betray    you — 
even  when  your  voice  is  steady.     Well, 
at  any  rate,  you're  much  better  off  than 
you  would  have  been  if  you  had  happen- 
ed to  care  for  me.     That's  been  the  enor-      ^ 
mous  blessing  of  your  life — your  not  car-     fl 
ing.     Just    supposing    you    had    cared ! 
You   ought   to  be   very  thankful.      And 
you  ought  to  reckon  up   your  blessings      M 
every  now  and  then,  for  fear  of  forgetting    "^ 
some  of  them ;  we  ought  all  to  do  that,  I 
think." 

He  said  this  with  great  gravity.  Not 
that  he  felt  in  the  least  grav^e.  But  it 
Avas  one  of  Lanse's  methods  of  amusing 
himself  to  make  remarks  of  this  sort  once 
in  a  while  with  a  very  grave  face.  It 
w^as  his  w^ay  of  enjoying  an  inward 
laugh. 

He  looked  at  her  for  a  moment  or  two 
longer  as  she  sat  with  her  eyes  bent  upon 
her  knitting.  "You're  in  the  right  chair," 
he  said  at  length,  "but  you're  sitting  too 
straight.  Won't  you  please  take  that  foot- 
stool, put  your  feet  on  it,  and  then  lean 
back  more  ?  You  long  lithe  women  look 
better  that  way." 

She  did  not  move. 

"Come,"  he  said,  " you're  furious ;  but 
you  know  you  ought  to  humor  me.  It's 
only  that  I  want  my  picture  more  com- 
plete—that's  all." 
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And  then,  with  nervous  quickness,  she 
did  what  he  asked. 

He  thanked  her,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  his  g-uns,  which  her  entrance 
with  the  paper  had  interrupted. 

It  was  upon  the  morning  following" 
this  little  conversation  that  Dr.  Kirby 
made  his  appearance  at  the  house  on  the 
river  and  declared  that  he  could  not  "ex- 
plain." 

"Tell  me  without  explaining,"  Mar- 
garet suggested. 

But  this  at  first  seemed  to  the  Doctor 
even  more  difficult  than  the  other  alter- 
native ;  it  would  have  been  so  much  more 
in  accordance  with  his  sense  of  the  fitness 
of  things  to  lead  up  to  it  gradually,  to 
ascend  the  stumbling-block  which  had 
fallen  in  their  path  by  means  of  a  proper 
staircase,  carpeted  steps  of  probabilities 
and  causes,  things  he  had  foreseen — intu- 
itions. But  in  fact  he  had  foreseen  no- 
thing. He  felt  that  he  could  not  make 
a  staircase.  So  he  gave  one  great  hard 
bound. 

"Garda  is  engaged,"  he  announced. 
"To  Lucian  Spenser." 

"I  didn't  know  he  was  back,"  said 
Margaret,  in  astonishment. 

"He  has  only  just  come.  She  went 
up  to  Norfolk  with  my  cousin,  Sally 
Lowndes" — here  the  Doctor  stopped,  gaz- 
ing at  Margaret  inquiringly. 

' '  Yes,  I  left  it  to  you  to  decide  about  her 
going — don't  you  remember  ?" 

"I  decided  wrongly.  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  variety  for  her — Virginia  hav- 
ing some  interesting  points.  Sally  was 
obliged  to  go,  and  anxious  to  take  Garda 
— I  was  in  Charleston,  and  I  allowed  it. 
I  had  no  business  to!"  said  the  Doctor, 
slapping  his  knee  suddenly  and  fiercely. 
"I  distinctly  disapprove  of  much  travel- 
ling for  young  girls — mere  aimless  gad- 
ding about.  But  I  have  been  corrupted, 
to  a  certain  degree,  by  the  new  Nor — the 
new  modern  ideas  that  are  making  their 
way  everywhere  at  present:  they  creep 
in  at  our  very  key-holes.  I  could  bury 
my  head  in  a  hay-stack !  When  did  you 
hear  from  her  last  ?" 

"I  had  a  letter  from  Norfolk  immedi- 
ately after  her  arrival." 

"  Before  she  had  met  him — yes.  And 
nothing  since  ?" 

"Nothing." 

"She  said  she  would  rather  have  me 
tell  you  than  write  herself." 

' '  She  thought  you  would  be  on  her  side. " 


"No,  madam,  no;  she  couldn't  have 
thought  that — that  would  be  impossible. 
But  she  was  good  enough  to  say  that  I 
should,  in  the  telling,  be  certain  to  make 
you  laugh.  And  that  was  what  she 
wanted." 

Moisture  glittered  suddenly  in  his  eyes 
as  he  brought  this  out.  He  pretended 
it  was  not  there,  and  searching  for  his 
handkerchief,  he  coughed  gruffly,  com- 
plaining of  "a  cold." 

"I  certainly  don't  laugh,"  said  Mar- 
garet. "But  perhaps  we  need  not  be  so 
— so  troubled  about  it.  The  first  thing  is 
to  have  her  come  home." 

"She's  back  in  Charleston,  of  course." 

"Oh?" 

"Yes.  As  soon  as  I  received  Sally's 
letter — she  wrote  at  once — I  started  im- 
mediately for  Norfolk"  (the  Doctor  did  not 
say  how  difficult  it  was  for  him  to  spare 
the  money  for  the  journey).  "I  saw  Mr. 
Spenser — in  my  quality  of  guardian  it  was 
proper  that  I  should  see  him.  And  I 
brought  the  two  ladies  home." 

"And  not  Mr.  Spenser  too  ?" 

"I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr. 
Spenser!"  Then,  after  a  moment,  "I 
reckon  he  y/ill  follow,"  the  Doctor  mur- 
mured, dejectedly. 

' '  And  I — who  thought  he  was  in  Yen- 
ice!" 

"He  was  in  Venice  until  a  few  weeks 
ago.  I  don't  know  in  the  least  what 
brought  him  home.  But  I  do  know  what 
brought  him  to  Norfolk :  some  confound- 
ed fancy  or  other  for  sketching — of  all 
places  in  the  world — the  Dismal  Swamp — 
the  miry,  malarious  old  Dismal.  I  beg 
your  pardon,  madam" — here  the  Doctor 
rose, bowing  ceremoniously, with  his  hand 
on  the  broad  expanse  of  beautifully  starch- 
ed linen,  which  kept  its  place  unmoved 
over  his  disturbed  breast.  "  It  is  not  often 
that  I  am  betrayed  into  language  unsuit- 
ed  to  a  lady's  presence.  I  should  not 
have  used  the  adjective  I  did  before  '  fan- 
cy.'    I  beg  you  to  excuse  me." 

"Do  you  not  like  Mr.  Spenser?"  said 
Margaret. 

The  Doctor  stared.      ' '  Do  you  ?" 

"I  suppose  it  is  not  so  much  whether 
we  like  him  as  whether  we  approve  of  him. 
It  is  for  Garda  to  like  him,  isn't  it?  I 
don't  think  we  can  oppose  it :  she  would 
not  listen  to  us." 

' '  No,  no ;  I  apprehend  you  are  in  error 
there,"  said  the  Doctor,  beginning  to  walk 
to  and  fro  with  quick  steps.     Much  as  he 
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liked  Margaret,  he  was  ranking  lier  now 
witli  the  general  Northern  enemy. 

"I  must  tell  you  what  I  think,mustn't 
I  ?"  said  the  other  guardian,  gently.  ''And 
I  think  she  has  cared  for  him  a  long  time." 

"It  is  impossible  for  me  to  agree  with 
you.  Long  time  ?  Permit  me  to  ask  how 
long  you  ineau  ?  In  the  mean  wliile  she 
has  been  engaged  to  another  man— Evert 
Winthrop.     Do  you  forget  that  ?'' 

"  I  don't  think  slie  realized — she  was 
very  young;  she  is  extremely  impulsive 
always,"  answered  his  colleague,  wander- 
ing rather  helplessly  for  a  moment  among 
these  phrases.  Then  she  spoke  more  de- 
cidedly. "But  now  she  knows,  now  she 
is  sure;  she  is  sure  it  is  Lucian  she  cares 
for." 

"She  doesn't  dream  what  she  cares  for 
yet.  She  is  fanciful,  and  this  is  only  an- 
other fancy.  Sally,  too,  has  been  much 
to  blame." 

"  I  do  not  think  Garda  is  fanciful,"  said 
Margaret.  ' '  And — it  is  not  a  ch  ildish  feel- 
ing, her  liking  for  Lucian  Spenser." 

The  Doctor  stopped  on  the  other  side  of 
the  room.  Then  he  came  back  and  stood 
gazing  at  Margaret  in  silence.  "You  are 
a  woman,  and  you  arc  good,"  he  said  at 
last.  "She  is  very  fond  of  you,  she  tells 
you  everything,  and  you  must  know.  If 
therefore  you  say  that  she — " 

' '  Yes, "  answered  Margaret, "  I  do  know. 
I  am  sure  she  cares  for  him  very,  very 
much."  Here  some  of  Garda's  frank  ex- 
pressions about  Lucian,  and  the  delight  it 
gave  her  to  even  look  at  him, coming  sud- 
denly into  her  memory,  over  all  her  fair 
face  there  rose  a  sweet  deep  blush. 

The  Doctor  turned  aw^ay  and  dropped 
into  a  chair. 

"There  is  nothing  against  Mr.  Spenser, 
I  believe,"  Margaret  began  again,  after  a 
short  pause. 

"It  isn't  that.  No,  I  believe  there  is 
nothing."  Then :  "  Well,  I  reckon  she  has 
taken  us  all  by  surprise  and  grown  up," 
he  said,  rising  abruptly  with  an  attempt 
at  cheerfulness.  And  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  visit  he  spoke  with  unusual  ra- 
pidity, and  held  himself  in  an  erect,  busi- 
ness-like way  (or  what  he  supposed  to  be 
such), as  if  he  were  facing  the  entire  North. 
Once  they  had  faced  its  armies.  Now  thej^ 
must  face  its  influences,  its  assertions. 
These  influences  were  coming  from  all  di- 
rections, sometimes  in  a  pleasant  form — as 
that  of  Margaret  Harold  herself,  sitting 
there  before  him  now  in  her  pale  blue  dra- 


peries; sometimes,  and  far  oftener,  in  an 
unpleasant.  Fortunately  he  was  an  old 
man — he  should  see  only  the  beginnings; 
he  would  try  to  bear  himself  bravely  in 
the  face  of  these  beginnings  while  still 
above-ground. 

He  told  Margaret  (with  his  new  quick 
utterance)  that  Lucian  was  now  possessed 
of  "a  genteel  income."  He  had  not  ac- 
cepted his  wife's  large  fortune.  She  had 
left  everything  to  him,  but  he  had  imme- 
diately given  three-quarters  of  it  back  to 
her  relatives.  This  still  left  him  "a  com- 
petence." They  were  to  wait  six  months; 
a  proper  time  would  then  have  elapsed 
since — 

"Yes,  I  know,"  said  Margaret.  Not  at 
all  deceived  by  the  poor  Doctor's  business- 
like manner,she  came  as  soon  as  she  could 
to  his  relief.  "  Where  do  you  think  she 
had  better  stay  when  she  comes  back? 
Could  you  have  her  with  you  for  a  while  ? 
I  don't  think  I —  I  doubt  whether  she 
would  care  to  stay  here." 

"  She  says  she  isn't  coming  back.  She 
knows  you  have  no  place  for  her, no  time; 
and  you  are  the  only  one  she  cares  for." 

' '  She  doesn't  mean  that ;  she  cares  great- 
ly for  you  all.  I  think  she  ought  to  come 
back;  she  has  been  a  long  time  in  Charles- 
ton. Mrs. Lowndes  has  been  wonderfully 
kind." 

"Oh,  as  to  that,  Sally  is  very  fond  of 
her,  and  loves  to  have  her  there.  Sally 
hasn't  much  in  the  way  of  amusement 
nowadays,  she  tells^me.  I  suggested  to 
her,"  added  the  Doctor — he  was  evidently 
trying  to  recapture  his  old  fluency — "that 
she  might  extract  some  small  flavor  of  it 
possibly  by  giving  herself  up  for  a  while 
to  an  undivided  contemplation  of  that  hal- 
lucinated Ernesto  de  Torrez." 

" Is  ne  there  still?" 

"He  is  there  still.  He  doesn't  believe 
in  the  least  in  Garda's  engagement." 

"He  didn't  believe  in  the  other  one," 
said  Margaret.  And  then  she  was  sorry 
she  had  said  it,  for  the  Doctor  jumped  up 
and  seized  his  hat.  It  was  still  insupport- 
able to  him,  the  thought  of  those  two  en- 
gagements. 

"He's  an  arrant  idiot!"  he  said,  vio- 
lently. Then,  controlling  himself,  he 
took  leave  of  Margaret  in  his  softest  tones, 
bowing  over  her  hand  with  his  old  stately 
ceremony.  Mr.  Harold  was  in  the  garden  ? 
He  would  go  out  and  see  him  there.  It 
was  most  satisfactory,  certainly,  the  im- 
provement in  Mr.  Harold. 
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Lanse  was, indeed, rnuch  better, so  much 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  his  crippled  con- 
dition, he  would  have  seemed  quite  him- 
self again.  But  he  could  not  yet  walk; 
his  knees  and  ankles  remained  swollen 
and  stiff.  He  had  not  been  able  to  go 
over  and  see  Mrs.  Rutherford. 

To  two  or  three  persons,  Minerva  Poin- 
dexter  very  decidedly  among  them,  it 
seemed  possible  that  the  short  journey 
would  not  cause  much  more  fatigue  than 
the  long  days  he  spent  in  his  canoe.  But 
Lanse  was  of  a  different  opinion ;  and,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned,  only  two  or 
three  persons  turned  over  his  opinion  far 
enough  to  find  selfishness  underneath  it. 

It  had  happened  to  Lansing  Harold  all 
his  life  to  be  seldom  criticised  with  any 
real  severity  by  those  who  knew  him  per- 
sonally (there  was  plenty  of  criticism 
from  those  who  didn't) ;  those  who  knew 
him  personally  were  always  a  little  un- 
der, if  not  the  charm,  then  at  least  the 
influence,  of  his  breezy  good-humor.  He 
had  always  been  so  large  and  strong  and 
handsome,  there  had  been  such  an  air  of 
vigor  about  him — it  was  markedly  visible 
even  now — that  it  had  seemed  a  sort  of 
generosity  on  his  part  that  he  should  be 
so  good-humored,  often  so  witty  as  well. 
That  was  what  they  found  him  now,  the 
people  of  Gracias — so  good-humored,  oft- 
en so  witty  as  well.  For  they  had  all 
made  his  acquaintance.  Mr,  Moore  had 
been  over  at  regular  intervals  to  pay  his 
respects  to  Margaret  in  her  new  home; 
Betty  Carew  had  come  also,  her  Katrina 
permitting ;  Madam  Giron  and  Madam 
Huiz  had  made  the  little  journey  of  court- 
esy ;  even  Mistress  Kirby  in  her  visite  had 
accompanied  Reginald  several  times  when 
he  came  to  see  his  patient.  For  they  all 
felt  that  the  new-comer  belonged  in  real- 
ity to  them ;  he  would  have  been  at  East 
Angels,  of  course,  and  not  "  on  the  river" 
(Gracias  people  had  a  low  opinion  of  ' '  the 
river"),  if  it  had  been  possible  for  him  to 
reach  the  former  place. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  Doctor  went 
to  the  garden,  where  Lanse,  stretched  on 
a  couch,  with  a  cigar,  was  surveying  the 
river  contentedly.  Lanse  liked  the  Doc- 
tor; it  was  an  ever-fresh  entertainment 
to  him  to  realize  that  his  large  long  bulk 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  that  ' '  pot- 
tering little  man."  The  Doctor  was  not 
in  the  least  "pottering."  But  Lanse  real- 
ly thought  that  all  short  men  with  small 
hands,  who  were  without  an  active  taste 


for  guns,  were  of  that  description.  The 
Doctor  made  but  a  brief  visit  this  time; 
then  he  started  homeward.  He  had  still 
the  news  about  Garda  to  tell  in  Gracias. 
At  present  it  was  known  only  to  Ma. 

Garda  did  not  comply  with  the  wish 
of  her  friends,  and  return  to  them.  She 
wrote  a  dozen  letters  about  it,  but  in  actu- 
al presence  she  staid  away.  Most  of  these 
epistles  were  to  Margaret.  As  time  went 
on  she  wrote  to  Margaret  almost  every  day. 

But  her  letters  were  not  letters  at  all, 
in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word;  they  were 
brief  diaries,  rapidly  jotted  down,  of  the 
feelings  of  the  moment ;  they  were  paeans, 
rhapsodies,  bubbling  little  exclamations 
of  delight;  none  of  them  ever  exceeded 
in  length  a  page. 

They  seemed  to  Margaret  very  express- 
ive. She  did  not  know  what  Garda  might 
be  writing  to  the  Kirbys,  the  Moores,  and 
Mrs.  Carew ;  but  what  Garda  wrote  to  her 
she  kept  to  herself. 

This  was  the  girl's  first  letter  after  Mar- 
garet's note  urging  her  to  return: 

"Margaret,  I  can^t  come — don't  ask  me ; 
for  none  of  them  there  would  sympathize 
with  me — not  even  you.  It  isn't  that  I 
want  sympathy — I  never  even  think  of  it. 
But  I  don't  want  the  least  disagreeable 
thing  now  when  I  am  so  blissful — bliss  is 
the  only  word,  Lucian  comes  in  every 
morning  on  the  train.  The  Doctor  said 
that  of  course  he  would  not  stay  all  the 
time  in  Charleston.  So,  to  satisfy  him, 
Lucian  stays  thirty  miles  out,  and  comes 
in  every  day, 

"Oh,  Margaret,  1  vjish  you  were  as 
rapturous  as  I  am!  Garda," 

"Dear  Margaret, — Every  morning  I 
watch  until  he  opens  the  gate"  (she  wrote 
a  day  later),  "and  then  I  run  down  to 
meet  him  in  the  hall.  We  don't  stay  in 
the  house;  we  go  into  the  garden.  Mrs. 
Lowndes  says  she  loves  to  have  him  come, 
beca.use  he  reminds  her  so  much  of  Mr, 
Lowndes — 'Roger,'  she  calls  him.  And 
she  says  ive  remind  her  of  her  own  en- 
gagement. (But  I  don't  believe  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  like  Lucian.)  And  she 
says  it  makes  her  young  again  in  her 
heart  to  see  us.  And  perhaps  it  does  in 
her  heart.  But  the  change  hasn't  reach- 
ed the  outside  yet.  Garda." 

' '  Dear  Margaret,— If  I  could  stay  with 
you  I  would  come  back  to-morrow"  (she 
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wrote  in  answer  to  a  second  letter  from 
Margaret,  which  urged  her  strongly  to  re- 
turn). "But  I  know  you  don't  want  nie 
now — that  is,  you  can't  have  me  —  and 
wliere  else  could  I  stay?  The  Doctor  hates 
Lucian — he  may  pretend,  but  he  does. 
And  Aunt  Betty  is  always  at  East  Angels 
now,  so  I  can't  stay  with  her.  If  I  should 
stay  at  the  rectory,  Mi*s.  Moore  would  be 
sure  to  say,  how  jyleascuit  for  Lucian  and 
I  to  read  poetry  on  the  veranda,  because 
that  is  what  she  and  Mr.  Moore  used  to  do 
when  they  were  engaged.  But  Lucian 
and  I  don't  want  to  read  any  poetry  on 
any  verandas.  I  should  just  die  at  the 
rectory.  You  must  see  that  I  can't  come 
home.  Garda." 

"Dear  Margaret,— Lucian  has  gone 
for  the  niglit,  and  there's  nothing  else  to 
do,  so  I  thought  I  would  write  to  you. 
Mrs.  Lowndes  has  just  been  in.  She 
brought  a  daguerreotype  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
taken  when  he  was  young,  and  she  says 
she  knows  exactly  how  I  feel,  because  she 
used  to  feel  just  the  same.  When  she  was 
at  the  window,  and  saw  'Roger'  coming 
down  the  street,  the  very  calves  of  her  legs 
used  to  quiver,  she  says.  Roger  must 
have  been  rather  stout — at  least  he  is  in 
the  daguerreotype.      He  wore  glasses. 

"Lucian  is  painting  me ;  but  I  only  wish 
I  could  paint  Jiim.  Oh,  Margaret,  he  is 
so  beautiful,  I  adore  him.  Garda." 

"Dearest  Margaret, — lam  sohapp}-. 
I  am  so  glad  I  am  alive.  It's  so  nice  to 
be  alive.  People  say  life's  dreadful,  but 
to  me  it's  perfectly  enchanting  every  sin- 
gle minute.  I  thought  I  would  tell  you 
how  happy  I  was  before  going  to  bed.  I 
love  to  ivrite  it  down.  Garda." 

The  Doctor  went  up  to  Charleston  again. 
He  was  much  displeased  with  the  course 
things  had  taken,  and  he  spoke  with  a 
good  deal  of  severity  to  Sally  Lowndes. 

Sally,  who  was  soft-bodied  as  well  as 
soft-hearted  (her  figure  was  a  good  deal 
relaxed),  shed  tears.  Then,  recovering 
some  spirit,  she  wished  to  know  what  the 
Doctor  had  expected  her  to  do?  It  was 
true  that  that  sweet  Garda  had  left  off  her 
lessons  (up  to  this  time  she  had  "had  in- 
struction," that  is,  teachers  had  arrived  at 
fixed  hours) ;  but  Sally  was  decidedly  of 
the  opinion  that  a  girl  who  was  so  soon  to 
be  married  should  be  relieved  at  least  of 
'^school-room  drudgery." 


•'  Nothing  of  the  sort,"  said  the  Doctor; 
"  she  should  be  kept  even  more  closely  to 
her  books.  Your  ideas  are  provincial  and 
ridiculous,  Sally;  I  don't  know  where  you 
obtained  them." 

"From  my  mother,"  answered  Sally, 
with  a  pink  flush  of  excitement  in  her 
faded  cheeks.  '*  From  my  grandmother 
too — who  was  yours  also.  It  is  you  who 
are  changed,  Reginald;  it  has  never  been 
the  custom  in  our  family  to  keep  the  girls 
down  at  their  books  after  sixteen." 

This  was  true.  But  the  ver^'  truth  of  it 
made  the  Doctor  more  angry.  "I  shall 
take  her  back  with  me,"  he  said. 

"She  doesn't  wish  to  go." 

"That  makes  no  difference.'' 

And  then  Sally  "supposed''  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  drag  her  back  "in 
chains."  Mrs.  Lowndes  was  evidently 
much  displeased  with  Cousin  Reginald. 

The  Doctor  took  Garda  to  a  remote  part 
of  the  garden.  Here  he  placed  before  her 
in  serious  words  the  strong  wish  he  had 
that  she  should  return  with  him  to  Gra- 
cias. 

Garda  laughed  out  merrily.  Then  she 
came  and  kissed  him.  "Don't  ask  me  to 
do  anything  so  horribly  disagreeable,"  she 
said,  coaxingly. 

"Would  it  be  disagreeable  ?''  asked  the 
Doctor,  his  voice  clianging  to  sadness. 

' '  Of  course.  For  you're  not  nice  to  Lu- 
cian; you  know  you're  not.  If  I  adore 
him,  as  I  do,  how  can  I  like  that?" 

"I  will  be— I  \vill  be  nice,"  said  the 
Doctor,  borrowing  her  word,  though  the 
use  of  it  in  that  sense  was  to  him  like 
turning  a  somersault. 

"Would  you  really  try?"  said  Garda. 
She  came  behind  him,  putting  her  arms 
round  his  neck  and  resting  her  head  on 
his  shoulder.  "You  never  could,  you 
dear  old  thing,"  she  said,  fondly.  And 
then,  as  though  he  were  some  big  good- 
natured  animal,  a  magnanimous  elephant 
or  bear,  she  let  him  feel  the  weight  of  her 
little  dimpled  chin. 

"  I  am  weak  because  I  have  loved  you 
so  long,  my  child.  I  might  insist — you 
are  my  ward.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
you  ought  to  care  more  about  doing  a  lit- 
tle as  we  wish.  Mi*s.  Harold  agrees  with 
me  in  thinking  this." 

"Margaret  is  sweet ;  I  love  her  dearly. 
But,  do  you  know" — here  she  disengaged 
herself,  and  began  with  a  sudden  incon- 
sequent interest  to  gather  flowers — "it's 
so  funny  to  me  that  you  should  think, 
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either  of  you.  for  one  moment,  that  I  would 
leave  Lucian  now." 

' '  He  could  come  too,  a  little  later. "  The 
Doctor  was  driven  to  this  concession. 

"But  I  shouldn't'see  liim  as  I  do  here: 
you  know  I  shouldn't.  Here  we  do  quite 
as  we  please;  no  one  ever  comes  to  tliis 
part  of  the  garden  but  ourselves ;  we  might 
be  on  a  desert  island — only  it  would  have 
to  be  an  island  of  flowers." 

"And  you  care  more  for  this  than  for 
our  wishes  ?"  began  the  Doctor.  Then  he 
took  a  lighter  tone.  "Of  course  you  don't. 
You  will  come  home  with  me.  my  child; 
we  will  start  this  afternoon.  '  Watching 
her  move  about  among  the  high  bushes  as 
she  gathered  her  roses,  he  had  fallen  back 
into  his  old  belief :  this  young  face  where  to 
him  were  still  so  plainly  visible  the  child- 
ish outlines  of  tlie  little  girl  he  had  been 
used  to  lead  about  by  tbe  hand — even  of 
the  dimpled  baby  he  remembered  so  well 
—he  could  not  bring  himself  to  realize  that 
it  had  gained  older  expressions,  and  deep- 
er, expressions  he  did  not  know. 

' "  I  am  very  sorry,  dear. "  Garda  answer- 
ed, generally.  And  then  she  knelt  down 
to  peer  through  a  bush  which  might  per- 
haps be  holding  its  best  buds  hidden. 

Tlie  Doctor,  completely  routed  by  the 
word  which,  she  had  without  the  least  ef- 
fort used,  the  maturity  of  that  "dear,"  ad- 
dressed her  at  last,  though  unconscious 
that  he  was  doing  so.  in  the  tone  of  equal- 
ity. '  ■  It  isn't  as  though  you  had  any- 
thing to  bear,  like  the  prospect  of  a  long 
engagement,  as  though  there  were  any 
difficulties  in  the  way:  your  marriage  is 
to  come  so  soon."  he  pleaded. 

"Soon  r"  said  Garda.  "Sixlong  months  I 
Do  you  call  that  '  soon"  ?"  She  stopped 
gathering  roses,  and  sat  down  on  a  garden 
bench.  "Six  months!  I  must  see  him 
every  day.  and  for  a  long  while  every  day : 
that  willbethe  o?iZ?/ way  to  bear  it."  Then 
her  words  ceased.  But  her  splendid  eyes, 
meeting  the  Doctor's  (she  had  forgotten 
that  he  was  there),  grew  fuller  and  fuller 
of  the  loveliest  dreaming  expression,  until 
the  poor  guardian— he  realized  that  she 
would  not  perceive  his  departure — could 
not  stand  there  and  watch  it  any  longer. 
He  turned  abruptly  and  went  away. 

"Dear  Margaret.— The  Doctor  has 
gone"  (Garda  wrote  the  n  ext  day) .  *  *  And  I 
am  afraid  he  is  displeased.  Apparently 
we  please  no  one  but  ourselves  and  Sally 
Lowndes.    But  the  Doctor  is  so  funnvl  he 


doesn't  seem  to  comprehend.  He  said  to 
me  once,  '  What  is  it  you  see  in  him.  Ed- 
garda  V  And  I  said.  *  I  see  in  him  tliat  I 
loce  him.*  And  yet  he  doesn't  compre- 
hend. I  .suppose  it's  because  he's  so  old. 
Margaret,  when  my  Avedding  day  real- 
ly comes  at  last,  nobody  must  touch  me 
but  you.  You  must  dress  me,  and  you 
must  put  on  my  veil,  and  the  orange  blos- 
soms (from  the  old  East  Angels  grove — I 
won't  have  any  othersj.  And  then,  just 
before  we  go  down-stairs.  3-ou  must  say 
you  are  pleased.  And  3-ou  must  forgive 
me  all  I  have  done — and  been  too — be- 
cause I  couldn't  help  it.  I  .shall  come 
over  from  Gracias,  and  go  dow]i  on  my 
knees  to  Mr.  Harold  to  beg  him  to  let  me 
be  with  you.  or  rather  to  let  you.  He 
must,  he  shall  say  yes." 

But  Lanse  was  not  called  upon  to  go 
through  this  interview. 

He  had  already  said,  ^'Yoii  go?"  in 
rather  a  high-noted  tone  of  surprised  re- 
monstrance when  Margaret  suggested, 
some  time  before,  that  she  should  go  her- 
self to  Charleston  and  bring  Garda  back. 
"And  leave  me  shut  up  alone  here?''  he 
added,  as  if  to  bring  home  to  her  the  bar- 
barity of  her  proposal. 

' '  The  servants  do  very  well  at  present.'* 

' '  They  don't  look  as  you  do. "  Lanse  an- 
swered, gallantly.  "I  must  have  some- 
thing to  look  at." 

"  But  I  think  I  ought  to  go." 

"You  can  dismiss  that  'ought'  from 
your  mind.  There  are  other  '  oughts'  that 
come  nearer.  In  fact,  viewing  the  mat- 
ter impartially,  you  should  never  have 
consented  in  the  beginning,  Madge,  to 
take  charge  of  that  girl,  without  first  con- 
sulting me,"  Lanse  brought  out  this 
last  touch  with  much  judicial  gravity. 
"Fortunately  your  guardianship,  such 
as  it  is.  will  soon  be  over. "he  went  on: 
"she  will  soon  have  a  husband  to  see  to 
her.      Apparently  she  needs  one." 

"  That  won't  be  for  six  months  yet." 

' '  Call  it  two :  as  I  understand  it.  there's 
nothing  but  a  dogmatic  old  custom  be- 
tween them,  and  as  Florida  isn't  the  land 
of  custom — " 

"Yes.  it  is." 

"Well,  even  grant  that:  the  girl  is. 
from  all  accounts,  a  rich  specimen  of  will- 
fulness— " 

"Of  naturalness." 

"  Oh,  if  they're  guided  by  naturalness,"' 
said  Lanse,  ''  thev  won't  even  wait  two." 
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AtuI  it  was  not  two,  wlion  (^arly  one 
morning-,  in  old  St.  Michaer.s  Church  in 
Charleston,  with  Sally  Lowndes,  excited 
and  tearful,  as  witness— their  only  one 
save  an  ancient  little  uncle  of  hcis,  wlio 
had  come  in  from  his  rice  plantation  to 
do  ihvm  the  favor  of  givinij:  the  hride 
(whom  he  had  never  seen  hefore)  away, 
Edf^'-arda  Thorne  and  Lucian  Spenser  were 
married. 

The  Reverend  Batton  Hahei-sham,  as  he 
came  rohed  in  his  sur])lice  from  the  ves- 
try-room, could  not  he]])  being-  conscious, 
even  then  and  there,  that  he  had  never 
seen  so  Ix^auliful  a  girl  as  the  one  who 
now  stood  waiting-  at  the  chancel  rail — 
not  in  the  veil  she  had  written  about,  or 
the  orange  blossoms  from  East  Angels, 
but  in  an  every-day  white  frock,  and  gar- 
d(Mi  hat  covered  with  roses.  The  bride- 
gi'oom  was  very  handsome  also.  But 
naturally  the  clergyman  was  not  so  much 
impressed  by  Lucian's  gfood  points  as  by 
Garda's  lovely  ones.  Sally  Lowndes  was 
impressed  by  Lucian.  She  gazed  at  him 
as  one  gazes  at  an  old  Venetian  ])ortrait. 
Lucian  looked  very  handsome,  very  tall 
and  manly,  and  very  much  in  love— a 
happy  combination,  Sally  thought.  And 
then,  with  fresh  sweet  tears  welling  in  her 
eyes,  she  knelt  down  for  the  benediction 
(though  it  was  not  given  to  her),  and 
thought  of  ''Roger,"  and  the  day  when 
she  should  see  him  again  in  paradise. 

The  Reverend  Batton  Habersham,  who 
was  oflficiating  in  St.  MichaeFs  for  a  week 
only,  during  the  absence  of  the  rector, 
was  a  man  unknown  to  fame  even  in  his 
own  diocese.  But  it  is  possible  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  good  in  the  world  without  fame. 
And  Batton  Habersham  did  it.  His  little 
mission  chapel  Avas  on  one  of  the  sea  isl- 
ands. Ahvays  thereafter  he  remembered 
the  early  morning  marriage  of  that  beau- 
tiful girl  in  the  dim,  empty  old  Charleston 
church  as  the  most  romantic  episode  of 
his  life.  Fervently  he  hoped  that  she 
would  be  happy.  For  even  so  good  a 
man  is  more  earnest  (unconsciously)  in 
his  hopes  for  the  happiness  of  a  bride  with 
eyes  and  hair  like  Garda's  than  he  is 
for  that  of  one  with  tints  less  striking. 
Though  the  relation,  all  the  same,  between 
the  amount  of  coloring  matter  in  the  vis- 
ual orbs  or  capillary  glands,  and  the  de- 
gree of  sw^eetness  and  womanly  goodness 
in  the  heart  beneath,  has  never  yet  been 
satisfactorily  determined. 

An   hour   later   the   north  ward -bound 


train  was  carrj'ing  two  suju-emely  hap})y 
persons  across  the  Carolinas  toward  New 
York,  the  Nai'rows,  Italy. 

"Well,  we  have  all  been  young  once, 
Sally."  the  little  old  rice  planlei"  had  said, 
with  a  smothered  sigh,  to  his  wee))ing 
niece,  as  the  carriage  drove  away  from 
the  hos])itable  old  mansion  of  th(^ 
Lowndeses.  (Tarda  had  almost  forgotten 
that  they  were  there.  Sally  and  himself, 
as  they  had  stood  for  a  moment  at  the 
carriage  door.  But  she  had  looked  so 
exquisitely  lovely  in  hei-  sweet  absorbed 
felicity  that  lie  forgave  her  on  the  s])ot, 
though  of  coui'se  he  wondered  over  her 
choice,  and  "couldn't  imagine''  what  she 
could  see  in  that  "ordinary  young  fel- 
low."' He  went  back  to  his  i)lantation. 
But  he  was  restless  all  the  evening.  At 
last,  about  midnight,  he  got  out  an  old 
miniature  and  some  letters,  and  any  onc^ 
who  could  have  looked  into  the  silent 
room  later  in  the  night  would  have  seen 
the  little  old  man  still  in  his  arm-chaii", 
his  face  hidden  in  his  hand,  the  fadcnl 
pages  open  beside  him. 

"It  is  perhaps  as  well,"  said  Margaret 
Harold.  She  was  trying  to  administer 
some  comfort  to  Dr.  Kirby,  w^hen,  two 
days  later,  he  sat,  a  flaccid  parcel  of  clothes, 
on  the  edge  of  a  chair  in  her  parlor,  stai*- 
ing  at  the  floor. 

Mrs.  Rutherford  was  triumphant.  "  A 
runaway  match!  And  that  is  the  girl 
you  would  have  married,  Evert.  What 
an  escape!" 

"  She  has  escaped,"  Winthrop  answer- 
ed, smiling. 

"What  do  you  mean  ?  Escaped  ?  Es- 
caped from  what  ?" 

"From  all  of  us  here." 

"  Not  from  me,"  answered  Aunt  Katri- 
na,  with  dignity,  "/never  tried  to  keep 
her;  /  always  saw  through  her  perfectly 
from  the  very  first.  Do  you  mean  to  say 
that  you  understand  that  girl  even  now. 
Evert?"  she  added,  with  some  contradic- 
tion. 

"Yes,  I  think  I  do— no?r,"  Winthrop 
answered. 

"I  don't  envy  you  your  knowledge. 
Pooi^  Lucian  Spenser!  what  could  have 
possessed  him  ?" 

"He ?  He's  madly  in  love  with  her,  of 
course." 

"I'm  glad  at  least  you  think  he's  a 
fool,"  said  Aunt  Katrina.  applying  her 
vinaigrette  disdainfully  to  her  well-shaped 
nose. 
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"Fool?  Not  at  all;  lie's  only  tremen- 
dously happy." 

"The  same  thing— in  such  a  case." 

"I  don't  know  about  that.  The  ques- 
tion IS,  is  it  better  to  be  tremendously 
happy  for  a  little  while,  and  unreason- 
able, or  to  be  reasonable  all  the  time,  and 
never  tremendously  happy  ?" 

"  Oh,  if  you're  going  to  talk  rational- 
ism— "  said  Aiint  Katrina. 

Immediately  after  her  return  from  Nor- 
folk, in  the  interval  before  Lucian  came, 
Garda  sent  for  Ernesto  de  Torrez.  When 
he  appeared,  she  did  not  even  ask  him  to 
sit  down ;  she  came  to  him  eagerly,  and 
begged  him  to  do  her  a  favor,  namely, 
to  leave  Charleston  for  the  present. 

"Is  it  that  you  wish  me  to  return  to 
Gracias  ?"  he  asked.  "The  place  is  a  des- 
peration without  you." 

"You  need  not  go  to  Gracias  if  you 
don't  want  to;  but  please  go  away  from 
here.  Go  to  the  Indian  Eiver,"  she  sug- 
gested, with  a  sudden  inspiration. 

' '  I  will  go  to  the  Indian  River  certain- 
ly— if  that  is  your  wish,"  replied  the  Cu- 
ban; "though  I  do  not  know" — this  he 
added  rather  longingly — "what  harm  I 
do  here." 

' '  No  harm  at  all.  But  I  want  you  to 
go.".  She  smiled  brightly,  though  there 
was  also  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  in  her 
eyes  as  she  surveyed  his  lack-lustre  coun- 
tenance. 

"  That  is  enough — your  wish.  I  go — I 
go  at  once."     He  took  leave  of  her. 

She  called  him  back,  and  looked  at  him 
for  a  moment.  Then  she  said,  "Yes,  go; 
and  I  will  write  to  you." 

This  was  a  great  concession.  Ernesto 
felt  it  to  be  such. 

But  the  letter  was  a  long  time  in  com- 
ing; and  when  it  did  come  at  last,  it  dealt 
him,  like  an  actual  hand,  a  prostrating 
blow. 

It  was  dated  several  days  after  that 
morning  which  had  seen  the  early  mar- 
riage in  St.  Michael's,  and  the  signature, 
when  his  dazed  ey.es  reached  it,  was  one 
he  did  not  know — Edgarda  Spenser. 

The  Cuban  had  received  this  note  at 
dusk.  He  went  out  and  wandered  about 
all  night.  At  daylight  he  came  in,  dress- 
ed himself  afresh  and  carefully,  and  had 
his  boots  polished — a  process  not  so  much 
a  matter  of  course  on  the  Indian  River  at 
that  day  as  in  some  other  localities.  Next 
he  said  a  prayer,  on  his  knees,  in  his  rough 
room  in  the  house  where  he  was  lodged. 
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He  then  went  out  and  asked  the  old  hunt- 
er, his  host,  for  the  favor  of  the  loan  of 
one  of  his  guns  for  the  morning. 

With  this  gun  he  dex)arted  into  the 
woods.  He  was  no  sportsman.  But  this 
did  not  matter,  since  the  game  he  had  in 
view  w^as  extremely  docile ;  it  was  so  do- 
cile that  it  would  even  arrange  itself  in 
the  best  possible  position  for  the  ball. 

But  the  desperate  young  man — his  man- 
ner was  composed  and  tranquil  as  he  made 
his  way  through  the  beautiful  Southern 
forest — was  not  permitted  to  end  his  earth- 
ly existence  then.  A  hand  seized  his 
shoulder.  "Are  you  mad,  Ernesto  ?"  said 
Manuel  Ruiz,  tears  gleaming  in  his  eyes 
as  he  almost  threw  his  friend  to  the  ground 
in  the  quick,  violent  effort  he  made  to  get 
possession  of  the  gun.  Then,  seeing  that 
Ernesto  was  looking  at  him  very  strange- 
ly, "If  you  come  another  step  nearer,  I'll 
shoot  you  down,"  he  shouted. 

The  Cuban  did  not  say,  "That  is  what 
I  want."     He  did  not  move  or  speak. 

Manuel  immediately  began  to  talk. 
' '  They  sent  me  down  here,  Ernesto ;  they 
had  heard,  and  they  were  afraid  for  you. 
I  had  just  got  home,  and  they  asked  me 
to  come — your  aunt  asked  me." 

' '  My  aunt  asked  you  ?''  repeated  Torrez, 
mechanically. 

"Yes,  Ernesto,  your  aunt.  You  must 
care  something  for  her,'^  said  Manuel. 
He  looked  uneasily  about  him. 

And  then,  hurrying  through  the  wood, 
came  Madam  Giron. 

The  loving-hearted,  sweet-tempered  wo- 
man was  much  moved.  She  took  her 
dead  sister's  unhappy  boy  in  her  arms, 
and  wept  over  him  as  though  he  had  been 
her  own  child.  She  soothed  him  with 
motherly  caresses ;  she  said,  tenderly,  that 
she  had  not  been  kind  enough  to  him, 
that  she  had  been  too  much  taken  up  with 
her  own  children.  ' '  But  now — now,  my 
dearest — "  This  all  in  Spanish,  the  sweet- 
est sound  in  the  world  to  poor  Torrez's 
ears. 

A  slight  convulsion  passed  over  his  fea- 
tures, though  no  tears  came.  He  was 
young  enough  to  have  felt  acutely  the 
loneliness  of  his  suffering,  the  solitude  of 
the  death  which  he  was  on  his  way  to  seek. 
He  stood  perfectly  still.  His  aunt  was 
now  leaning  against  him  as  she  wept.  He 
put  one  arm  protectingly  round  her.  He 
felt  a  slow,  slow  return  toward,  not  a  less 
torturing  pain, but  toward  greater  courage 
in  bearing  it,  in  this  sympathy  which  had 
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come  to  him.  Even  Manuel  liad  shown 
.sympatliy.  "I  feel — I  feel  that  I  have 
been — rather  cowardly,"  he  said  at  last  in 
a  dull  tone. 

"No,  no,  dear,"  said  his  aunt,  putting 
up  her  soft  hand  to  stroke  his  dark  hair. 
"It  was  very  natural.  We  all  under- 
stand." 

And  then  a  mist  did  show  itself  for  an 
instant  in  the  poor  boj^'s  eyes. 

That  same  evening,  Garda,  far  at  sea, 
sitting  with  her  head  on  Lucian's  shoulder 
under  the  brilliant  stars,  answered  a  ques- 
tion he  asked.  She  did  not  answer  it  at 
first;  she  was  too  contented  to  talk.  Tlien, 
as  he  asked  it  again,  "What  ever  became 
of  that  mediieval  young  Cuban  of  mine  r 
"Oh,  Ernesto?''  she  said.  "I  sent  him 
down  to  the  Indian  River." 

"To  the  Indian  River?  What  in  the 
Avorld  did  you  do  that  for  ?" 

•'He  was  in  Charleston  and  you  were 
coming:  I  didn't  want  him  tliere." 

' '  Were  you  afraid  he  would  attack  me?" 
asked  Lucian.  laughing. 

' *  I  was  afraid  he  would  suffer.  In  fact, 
I  knew  he  would.  And  I  didn't  want  to 
see  it.  He  can  suffer  because  he  is  like 
me — he  can  love."' 

"Poor  fellow  I" 

"Yes.  But  I  never  cared  for  him.  And 
he  iL'ouldn't  see." 

•'  And  '  'way  down  tliere  in  the  land  of 
the  cotton,'  I  don't  suppose  he  knows  yet 
what's  happened,  does  he  ?"  said  Lucian. 

' '  Oh  yes ;  I  wrote  to  him  from  New 
York.'' 

"You  waited  till  then?  Wasn't  that 
rather  hard  ?'' 

"Are  you  finding  fault  with  me?"  she 
murmured,  turning  her  head  so  that  her 
lips  could  reach  and  rest  against  his  bend- 
ing face. 

''Fault  r  said  Lucian, taking  her  in  his 
arms. 

Ernesto  passed  out  of  their  memory. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

"  I  CAN  not  let  you  go  alone,''  said  Evert 
Winthrop. 

He  was  speaking  to  Margaret.  They 
were  in  the  East  Angels  drawing-room, 
Betty  Carew  hovering  near,  and  agreeing 
with  perfect  sincerity  now^  with  one,  now^ 
with  the  other,  in  the   remarkable  way 


which  was  part  of  the  breadth  of  her  s\'m- 
pathy.  "Of  course  you  feel  as  you  do," 
she  would  murmur  to  Margaret.  And 
then,  a  minute  later,  she  would  nod  her 
head  impressively  witli  the  slow  sidewise 
movement  which  says,  "Yes,  indeed,  you 
are  right,"  when  Winthrop  advanced  his 
view  of  the  question. 

"But  it's  not  in  the  least  necessary  for 
you  to  go,"  Mai-garet  repeated.  "  Even  if 
the  storm  should  break  before  I  reach  the 
river,  the  carriage  can  be  made  perfectly 
tight.  The  storm,  too,  might  disturb  Aunt 
Katrina:  she  is  the  one  who  would  need 
you,  not  I." 

"Aunt  Katrina  is  so  much  better  that 
my  absence,  storm  or  no  storm,  will  hard- 
ly trouble  her  seriously.  She  lias  always 
her  kind  friend — the  most  unselfish  wo- 
man in  the  world,  I  verily  believe,''  Win- 
throp said,  turning  with  a  smile  toward 
Betty.  "From  the  look  of  the  sky,  I  am 
almost  sure  that  we  shall  have  a  blow  be- 
fore the  rain  ;  in  the  face  of  such  a  proba- 
bility, I  couldn't  allow  you  to  start  across 
the  barrens  alone — it's  absurd  to  suppose 
I  should.-' 

Margaret  stood  hesitating.  ' '  You  want 
me  to  give  it  up — postpone  it.  But  I  can 
not  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  something  has 
happened — I  have  had  no  letter  for  so 
long;  even  if  Lanse  had  not  cared  to 
w^rite  himself.  Elliot  or  Dodd  would  have 
done  so,  it  seems  to  me,  under  any  ordi- 
nary circumstances.'' 

"Lanse  probably  |^eeps  them  too  busy." 

''They  always  have  tiieir  evenings." 

But  Winthrop  showed  scanty  interest 
in  the  evenings  of  Elliot  and  Dodd.  ' '  For 
myself,  I  can't  pretend  to  be  anxious,"  he 
said — "I  mean  about  Lanse.  I  am  only 
anxious  about  you." 

"But  if  I  don't  go  now,  I  can't  go  un- 
til to-morrow  noon;  before  that  time  I 
shouldn't  meet  a  boat  that  stops  at  our 
landing.  That  would  make  a  delay  of 
twenty-four  hours.''  She  looked  at  him 
as  she  said  this,  with  a  sort  of  unconscious 
ai)peal. 

"I  doubt  whetlier  anything  yqyj  excit- 
ing could  happen  over  there  in  twice 
twenty-four;  it  isn't  an  exciting  place." 

"Of  course  you  think  me  obstinate. 
But  I  can  not  help  feeling  that  I  ought 
to  go." 

"Perfectly  natural,''  said  Betty.  "I 
should  feel  just  the  same  in  your  place — I 
know  I  should— not  hearing  for  so  long; 
*  absence  makes  the  heart,'  of  course.'^ 
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"It's  that — the  silence.  I  have  been 
disturbed  about  it  for  several  days,  but  it 
was  only  to-day,  this  morning-,  that  Aunt 
Katrina  would  hear  of  my  going ;  of  course 
I  could  not  tell  her  that  I  was  anxious.'' 

"Go,  by  all  means,  if  you  feel  in  that 
way  about  it, " said  Winthrop.  ' '  I  haven't 
the  least  desire  to  prevent  it— as  you  seem 
to  think;  I  only  say  that  I  shall  go  too." 

"Yes;  and  that  is  what  I  don't  want." 
She  turned  aw^ay  and  stepped  out  on  the 
balcony  to  scan  the  sky. 

A  dark  haze  edged  the  eastern  horizon. 
It  was  far  away  at  present,  lying  low 
down  on  the  sea;  but  it  would  come,  it 
was  already  coming,  westward.  xA  clear, 
empty-looking  space  of  cold  pearl-lmed 
light  preceded  it.  Here  on  the  lagoon 
the  atmosphere  was  breathlessly  still,  not 
a  sound  of  any  kind  stirred  the  warm  si- 
lence. ' '  Perhaps  it  will  be  only  a  heavy 
rain,"  said  Margaret,  rather  helplessly. 
She  looked  very  nncomfortable. 

"Yes.  I  reckon  that's  all  it  ivill  be," 
said  Betty,  who  had  followed  her  to  the 
balcony  door.  "And  tiien,  too,  if  it 
should  be  anything  more,  Mr.  Winthrop 
will  be  with  you,  of  course;  that  is,  in 
case  you  decide  to  go ;  and  if  you  don't  go, 
why  then  he  won't,  you  know;  and  you 
needn't  be  uneasy  about  taking  him  away 
from  your  aunt.  So,  either  way,  it's  all 
for  the  best." 

Margaret  turned  and  came  back  into 
the  drawing-room.  Winthrop  was  stand- 
ing by  the  table  where  she  had  left  him. 
His  ejes  met  hers.  She  saw  that  lie 
would  not  yield.  "I  don't  dare  give  it 
up,  I  don't  dare  w^ait,"  she  broke  ont  witli 
sudden  agitation.  "  Something  has  hap- 
pened; nothing  less  could  have  kept  both 
of  the  men  from  wi-iting,  when  I  gave 
them  my  express  orders.  I  don't  under- 
stand why  you  don't  agree  wath  me." 

"You  see  probabilities.  And  Lanse 
isn't  a  devotee  of  probabilities,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing.  Didn't  the  last  letter  say  that 
he  had  begun  to  Avalk  a  little  ? — with  the 
aid  of  two  canes  ?  By  this  time  it  is  one 
cane,  and  he  is  camping  out.  And  he 
has  carried  off  the  whole  force  of  the 
house  to  cook  for  him." 

Betty  thought  this  an  excellent  joke, 
and  laughed  delightfully  over  it. 

'•  If  he  is  camping  out,  it  is  quite  time  I 
was  back,"  answered  Margaret,  trying  to 
speak  lightly.  She  took  up  her  gloves. 
"Good-by,  Aunt  Betty"  (Betty,  who  was 
very  fond  of  her,  had  prayed  her  long  be- 


fore to  give  her  that  friendly  title) ;  ''you 
will  w^rite  to  me  about  Aunt  Katrina  ?" 

"Yes,  indeed,  I  will,"  said  Betty,  kissing 
her.  ' '  Poor  dear,  between  the  two  who 
need  you,  you're  like  Mahomet's  coffin, 
aren't  you  ?  suspended  between  heaven 
and — and  the  other  place.  And  I'm  so 
glad  you've  decided  as  you  have,  because 
you  will  be  much  easier  in  your  mind, 
though  of  course,  too,  Mr.  Winthrop  was 
quite  right,  of  course,  about  being  afraid 
for  you  in  case  you  w^ere  alone,  for  some- 
times we  do  have  the  most  dreadful  gusts, 
and  the  pine-trees  are  blown  down  all 
over  the  barrens  and  right  across  the 
roads  ;  but  then,  all  the  same,  if  you 
liadivt  decided,  you  would  be  so  uncom- 
fortable, and  much  like  the  old  man  and 
his  son  and  the  donkey,  who  never  got 
anywhere,  you  know,  because  they  tried 
to  please  too  many  people,  or  was  it  that 
they  had  to  carry  the  donkey  at  the  last  ? 
— perhaps  that  was  it ;  at  any  rate,  cer- 
tainly there's  no  donkey  here.  Well, 
good-by,  dear;  I  shall  be  so  dreadfully 
anxious  about  the  trees  I  But  still,  it 
w^on't  be  as  bad  as  it  might  be,  because 
they  say  falling  trees  don't  make  the  least 
hit  of  sound  when  there's  no  one  there  to 
hear  them,  and,  naturally,  you  won't  be 
within  hearing  of  all  that  fall." 

"I  am  quite  sure" — this  was  called 
down  the  stairs  after  Margaret  had  de- 
scended— "I'm  quite  sure, dear, that  it  will 
be  nothing  but  a  rain.'' 

A  carriage  was  w^aiting  at  the  lower 
door ;  Winthrop's  man  was  to  drive ;  but 
the  horses  were  not  his ;  they  were  a  pair 
Margaret  had  sent  for.  The  carriage  had 
a  light  top,  which  at  present  was  thrown 
back :  when  it  w^as  up,  the  coacliman's 
seat  Avas  under  it,  and  not  outside,  the 
two  seats  being  on  the  same  level.  Mar- 
garet took  her  place,  and  Winthrop  fol- 
lowed her.  Betty,  who  had  now  hurried 
out  to  the  balcony,  w-aved  her  handker- 
chief in  vehement  farewell  as  long  as  she 
could  see  them. 

Margaret  had  been  at  East  Angels  for 
nearly  a  month,  called  there  by  a  sudden 
illness  which  had  attacked  Mrs.  Ruther- 
ford. It  was  not  a  dangerous  illness ;  but 
it  was  one  that  entailed  a  good  deal  of  suf- 
fering, and  Margaret  had  been  immedi- 
ately summoned. 

By  this  time  everybody  in  Gracias 
knew  how  dependent  ""  dear  Katrina"  was 
in  reality  upon  her  niece,  in  spite  of  her 
own  majestic  statements  to  the  contrary. 
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For  in  small  comnuinities.  with  time,  the 
truth  as  to  dispositions  generally  ends  bj' 
becoming  known ;  the  helpful  are  seen  to 
be  helpful;  handsome  smiling  selfishness 
is  at  last  recognized  as  selfishness;  and  the 
people  wlio  are  constantly  ''so  sorry"  for 
this  neighbor  or  that  are  perceived  not  to 
be  actuated  always  by  the  purely  benevo- 
lent motives  that  were  at  first  ascribed  to 
them.  So  now  no  one  was  surprised  when, 
after  the  new  illness  had  declared  itself, 
and  Mrs.  Rutherford  had  said, plaintively, 
that  she  should  think  Margaret  would  feel 
that  she  onglit  to  be  there,  Betty  immedi- 
ately sat  down  and  wrote  a  note. 

Looth  herself  was  thankfully  glad  when 
Margaret  came.  As  for  Celestine,  that 
reticent  attendant  relaxed  her  reserve 
long  enough  to  sit  down  for  a  moment,  at 
Margaret's  request,  and  give  one  of  lier 
characteristic  reports.  "Ben  up  nights? 
I  expect  I  liev.  But  I  don't  mind  that  a 
mynt;  what  I  mind  is  that  she's  ben  so 
hard  to  get  along  with;  it  don't  reelly 
seem  as  though  she'd  done  me  justice. 
Everything  I've  tried  *s  ben  wrong,  and 
she's  ben  mad  as  hops  at  me  most  of  the 
time.  Not  but  what  I  ain't  sorrj^  for  her 
— land  I  yes,  she's  suffered  so.  And  do 
you  know,  I  almost  begin  to  think,  Miss 
Margaret,  that  she'll  never  be  able  to  wear 
them  plain  tight-fitting  waists  again.  It  '11 
be  a  dreadful  blow  to  her,  and  I  don't 
mind  saying  that  /  shall  miss  the  cutting 
out  and  fitting  her  myself— she  did  set 
everything  oif  so !  She'd  a  splendid  back, " 
said  Celestine,  with  admiration.  But 
"here  Minerva  Poindexter  realized  that  this 
was  the  tone  of  worldliness.  ' '  But  what's 
a  back  to  salvation?"  she  said,  getting  up 
with  a  jerk.  "Lots  of  narrer-chested, 
crooked-backed,  one  -  shoulder  -  higher  n- 
the-other  people  are  going  through  the 
strait  gate  this  very  minute, I'll  be  bound." 

"I  hope  there'll  be  some  room  left  for 
a  few  w4io  are  not  crooked, "  Margaret  sug- 
gested, smiling. 

But  Minerva  was  mounted  upon  her 
high  horse  now ;  she  said,  inflexibly,  that 
she  didn't  know. 

After  tw^o  weeks  of  suffering,  Mrs. 
Rutherford  had  begun  to  improve.  She 
had  now  almost  attained  her  former  com- 
paratively comfortable  condition,  and 
Margaret  w^as  returning  to  the  house  on 
the  river. 

The  light  carriage  crossed  the  country 
rapidly;  the  same  hushed  silence  contin- 
ued ;  the  pine-trees  which  Betty  had  seen 


in  a  vision  prostrate  ''all  over  the  bar- 
ren" did  not  stir  so  much  as  one  of  their 
green  needles.  Margaret  and  Winthrop 
spoke  occasionally,  but  they  did  not  talk. 
Anything  they  should  say  would  necessa- 
rily be  shared  by  the  man  who  was  driv- 
ing. But  conversation  between  them 
was  not  nmch  more  free  when  the  steam- 
er was  taking  them  up  the  river.  They 
sat  on  the  deck  together  at  some  distance 
from  the  other  passengers,  but  their  words 
were  few ;  what  they  said  had  even  a  rath- 
er perfunctory  sound.  They  exchanged 
some  remarks  about  Garda  which  contain- 
ed rather  more  of  animation. 

Gai'da's  last  letter  to  Margaret  had  borne 
at  the  head  of  the  page  the  magic  word 
"Venice."  Garda  had  appeared  to  think 
life  there  magical  indeed.  "Slie  admires 
everything;  she  is  rhapsodically  happy," 
was  Margaret's  comment. 

"Rhapsodically?  How  does  she  say 
it  ?" 

"  You  have  heard  her  talk." 

"  Not  as  Mrs.  Spenser.  And  from  Ven- 
ice!" 

"I  shall  tell  her  to  write  her  next  letter 
to  you." 

' '  I  have  no  doubt  she  would.  I  see  you 
are  afraid  to  quote." 

"Afraid?"  said  Margaret,  in  a  tone  of 
cold  inquiry.  And  then,  with  the  same 
cold  intonation,  she  repeated  two  or  three 
of  Garda's  joyous  phrases. 

"Yes,  she  is  happy  I  Of  course  it's 
magnanimous  in  me  to  say  so;  but  I  owe 
her  no  grudge ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
a  delight  to  see,  in  this  nineteenth  centu- 
ry, a  girl  so  frankly  in  love.  She  would 
have  married  Lucian  Spenser  just  the  same 
if  they  neither  of  them  had  had  a  cent ;  she 
would  have  made  any  sacrifice  for  him — 
don't  you  think  so  ?'' 

"Yes;  but  it  w^ouldn't  have  been  a  sac- 
rifice to  her." 

"  Bravo  I  I  gave  you  such  a  chance  to 
say  insidious  things." 

Margaret  smiled  a  little  at  this  sugges- 
tion. Then,  in  the  silence  that  followed, 
the  old  look  came  back  to  her  face — a 
look  of  guarded  reserve  —  reserve,  how- 
ever, which  evidently  covered  more  of  ap- 
prehension than  calm. 

She  had,  indeed,  been  in  great  dread. 
The  dread  was  lest  the  emotion  which  had 
overpow^ered  her  during  that  last  conversa- 
tion she  had  had  with  Winthrop  before 
she  went  back  to  her  husband  should  re- 
appear.     This  brief  journey  of  theirs  to- 
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getlier  was  the  iirst  perfect  opportunity 
he  had  had  since  then  to  waken  it,  call  it 
forth  again.  But  the  moments  were  pass- 
ing, and,  so  far,  the  only  approach  he  had 
made  to  any  subject  which  was  at  all  inti- 
mate was  what  he  had  said  about  Garda, 
and  Garda  now  seemed  to  Margaret  quite 
outside  of  tliat  atmosphere,  apart  from  it. 
The  atmosphere  had  closed  round  herself 
and  Lanse,  closed  with  its  outward  calm, 
its  inward  terrors  and  suspense.  And 
Evert  was  included  within  its  dark  line. 
Any  one  of  a  hundred  sentences  which  he 
could  so  easily  say  would  suffice  to  throw 
her  into  that  agitation  she  dreaded,  an  agi- 
tation which  was  none  the  less  suffocating 
because  she  could  repress,  for  a  time  at 
least,  most  of  its  outward  signs. 

But  he  had  said,  so  far,  none  of  these 
things.  She  was  grateful  to  him  for  ev- 
ery instant  of  the  respite. 

Thus  they  sat  there,  appearing  no  doubt 
to  the  other  passengers  a  sufficiently  hap- 
py and  noticeably  fortunate  pair. 

For  Evert  Winthrop  had  about  him  a 
certain  look  which,  in  America,  confers 
distinction — that  intangible  air  that  be- 
longs to  the  man  who,  well  educated  to 
begin  with,  has  gone  forth  into  the  crowd- 
ed course,  and  directed  and  carried  along 
his  own  fortunes  by  genius  and  energy  to 
the  goal  of  success.  It  is  a  look  of  power 
restrained,  of  comprehension,  of  personal 
experience,  personal  knowledge,  not  theo- 
ry. The  unsuccessful  men  who  met  Win- 
throp— this  very  steamer  carried  several 
of  them — were  never  angry  with  him  for 
his  good  fortune ;  they  could  see  that  he  had 
not  ahvays  been  one  of  the  idle,  though 
he  might  be  idle  now ;  they  could  see  that 
he  knew  that  life  was  difficult,  that  he 
had,  as  they  would  haA^e  expressed  it, 
"been  through  it  himself,"  and  was  not 
disposed  to  underrate  its  perplexities  and 
oppressions.  They  could  see,  too,  not  a 
few  of  them,  poor  fellows!  that  here  w^as 
the  man  who  had  not  allowed  himself  to 
dally  with  the  inertia,  the  dilatoriness,  the 
self-indulgent  weakness,  folly,  or  worse, 
which  had  rendered  their  own  lives  so  in- 
effectual. They  envied  him,  very  possi- 
bly, but  they  did  not  hate  him,  for  he  was 
not  removed  from  them,  set  apart  from 
them,  by  any  bar.  He  was  only  what  they 
might  themselves  have  been,  perhaps;  at 
least  what  they  would  have  liked  to  be. 

And  the  women  on  board  all  envied 
Margaret.  They  thought  her  very  fair  as 
she  sat  there,  her  eyes  resting  vaguely  on 


the  water,  lier  cheeks  showing  a  faint, 
fixed  flush,  the  waves  of  her  brown  hair 
rippling  back  in  a  thick  mass  above  the 
little  ear.  Everything  she  wore  was  so 
beautiful,  too — from  the  hat,  with  its  long 
curling  plume,  and  the  soft  gloves,  to  the 
rich  shawl,  which  lay  where  it  had  fallen 
over  the  back  of  her  chair.  They  were 
sure  that  she  was  happy,  because  she  look- 
ed so  fortunate.  Any  one  of  them  would 
have  changed  places  with  her  blindly 
without  asking  a  question. 

Thus  they  sailed  on,  a  heterogeneous, 
rather  silent  little  company  of  voyagers, 
up  the  broad  brown  river,  on  the  boat 
which  still  bore  uneffaced  the  marks  of 
the  cannon  with  which  she  had  been 
armed  during  the  war.  There  was  scarce- 
ly a  sound;  the  cry  of  a  bird,  passing 
them  on  the  wing,  seemed  preternatu  ral- 
ly loud.  Gradually  evening  darkened 
down.     And  then  came  night. 

Soon  after,  the  steamer  stopped  at  the 
long  pier  which  was  adorned  with  the  lit- 
tle post-office.  The  postmaster  had  made 
a  dim  illumination  within  his  official  shan- 
ty  by  means  of  a  lantern,  and  here  Mar- 
garet waited  while  the  boat  was  made 
ready  by  the  negroes  who  were  to  row 
them  down  the  five  additional  miles  of 
coast  which  Lanse  had  considered  the 
proper  space  between  himself  and  the  ho- 
tel, to  keep  him  from  feeling  "hived  in." 
The  night  was  very  dark,  the  water  mo- 
tionless; the  men  row^ed  at  a  good  speed; 
the  tw^o  passengers  landed  at  the  little 
home  pier  in  safety,  and  the  negroes 
turned  back. 

As  soon  as  Margaret  had  ascended  the 
winding  path  far  enough  to  come  within 
sight  of  the  house,  "No  lights !"  she  said. 

"  That's  nothing,"  Winthrop  answered. 
"Lanse  is  probably  outside  somewhere, 
smoking."  Then,  as  the  path  made  an- 
other turn, ' '  If  there  are  no  lights  in  front, 
there  are  enough  at  the  back,"  he  said. 

From  the  rear  of  the  house  light  shone 
out  in  a  broad  glare  from  an  open  door. 
Margaret  hurried  thither.  But  the  kitch- 
en was  empty;  Dinah,  the  old  cook,  her 
equally  ancient  cousin  Rose,  and  Primus, 
the  black  boy,  all  three  w^ere  absent.  Rap- 
idly Winthrop  went  through  the  house. 
He  found  no  one.  Lanse's  room,  as  well 
as  the  parlor  and  dining-room,  appeared 
not  to  have  been  used  that  day,  while  the 
smaller  rooms  occupied  by  the  two  men 
who  were  in  attendance  upon  him  had 
an  even  more  deserted  air. 
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"Their  trunks  are  gone,"  said  Margaret, 
who  met  Winthrop  here.  "It  is  all  so 
strange,"  she  murnuired,  looking  at  him 
inquiringly,  as  if  for  some  solution,  her 
e,yes  dark  in  the  yellow  light  of  the  lamp 
she  held. 

AVinthrop  agreed  a\  ith  her  in  thinking 
it  strange,  but  lie  did  not  tell  her  so.  They 
went  back  to  the  kitchen.  None  of  the 
servants  had  returned. 

''They  are  ])robably  somewhere  about 
the  grounds.  But  you  nmst  sit  down  and 
rest  while  I  go  and  look  for  them  :  you  are 
tired." 

' '  No,  I'm  not  tired, "  answered  Margaret, 
contradicting  this  statement. 

' '  Come,"  he  said,  authoritatively.  Tak- 
ing the  lamp  from  her,  he  led  the  way  to- 
ward the  parlor  which  she  had  made  so 
pretty. 

She  followed  him.  and  sank  into  the 
easy-chair  he  drew  forward,  ' '  Please  go, '' 
she  said.      "Don't  wait." 

"  But  if  you  feel  ill— " 

"  It's  nothing.      I'm  onl\'  nervous." 

"I  shall  i)robably  bring  them  back  in 
five  minutes." 

But  twenty  minutes  passed  before  he  re- 
turned with  Dinah  and  Rose,  whom  he  had 
found  some  distance  down  the  shore.  The 
two  old  women  were  much  excited  and  vol- 
uble. Their  story  was  that  "  Marse  Hor- 
rel"  must  be  ' '  lorse. "  He  had  started  early 
that  morning  in  his  canoe  to  go  up  the  Ju- 
ana,  and  had  not  returned.  When  it  grew 
toward  evening,  as  he  had  never  before 
been  out  so  long,  the\'had  become  alarmed, 
and  had  sent  Primus  over  to  East  Angels; 
the  steamer  that  had  carried  him,  and  the 
one  that  had  brought  "Mis'  Horrel"  back, 
must  have  passed  each  other  on  the  way. 
They  did  not  send  Primus  to  the  hotel,  be- 
cause "Marse  Horrel,"  he  " 'spizes  mon- 
stous f er  ter he v de  hotel  fokes  roun\ "  They 
evidently  stood  in  the  greatest  awe  of  any- 
thing "Marse  Horrel"  should  "'spize." 
And  they  did  not  send  Primus  u^)  the  Ju- 
ana,  because  "Prime,  he  sech  a  horned 
fool,"  they  "dassent"  trust  only  to  that. 
So  not  knowing  what  else  to  do,  they  had 
sent  him  to  East  Angels  for  orders.  Of 
course  they  had  no  idea  that  "Mis'  Hor- 
rel" was  on  her  way  back. 

Where  were  the  men  ?  Dodd  had  been 
gone  a  week;  "Marse  Horrel"  had  dis- 
missed him ;  he  said  he  was  so  well  now 
that  he  did  not  need  the  two.  And  Elliot, 
"Marse  Horrel"  had  sent  "  day  befo'  yes- 
serday"  up  the  river  on  an  "  arr'nd,"  they 


did  not  know  what ;  he  was  to  return,  they 
did  not  know  when. 

"Something  has  evidently  hap])ened  to 
Lanse,"said  Margaret,  drawing  Winthroj) 
away  a  few  paces  when  at  last  she  had  ex- 
tracted the  facts  from  the  mass  of  confus- 
ing repetitions,  ejaculations,  and  long,  un- 
intelligible phrases  in  which  Dinah  and 
Rose  had  enveloped  them.  The  little  old 
creatures  wore  scarlet  handkei'chiefs  bound 
round  their  heads  in  the  sliaj)e  of  high 
cones,  and  as  they  told  their  story,  stand- 
ing close  togethei",  with  much  bi-andishing 
of  their  skinny  hands  and  a  rolling  of  their 
eyes,  they  might  have  been  African  witches 
just  arrived  from  the  Cameroons. 

"The  nearest  house  is  the  hotel,"  said 
Winthrop.  "Of  course  the  boat  that 
brouglit  us  is  beyond  call."  But  there  was 
a  chance  that  it  might  not  be,  and  he  hur- 
i'i<'d  down  to  the  landing.  Margaret  fol- 
lowed. 

There  was  no  sound  of  oars.  He  hailed 
loudly,  once,  twice.  No  one  answered.  "I 
shall  have  to  go  to  the  hotel  myself,"  he 
said. 

"That  would  take  too  long;  it's  five 
miles.  It  would  be  at  least  two  hours  be- 
fore a  boat  and  men  from  there  could  get 
here,  and  in  that  two  hours  you  could  find 
Lanse  yourself,  and  bring  him  in." 

"  You  speak  as  though  you  knew  where 
he  was." 

"  So  I  do.  He  is  in  the  Monnlungs 
swamp.  For  a  long  while  he  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  going  up  there  every  day;  I 
have  been  with  him  a  num])er  of  times; 
that  is,  I  have  followed  in  the  larger  boat 
with  one  of  the  men  to  row.  Lanse  is  there 
now,  and  something  has  happened  to  him  : 
either  the  canoe  has  been  wrecked,  or  else 
he  has  hurt  himself  in  some  way  so  that 
he  can't  paddle.  The  great  thing  is  to  get 
him  in,  or  at  least  to  find  him,  before  the 
storm  breaks;  we  can't  possibly  wait  to 
send  to  the  hotel." 

By  this  time  the  two  negresses,  each  car- 
rying a  light,  had  joined  them;  that  is, 
they  had  come  as  near  as  their  respect 
would  permit.  Apparently  they  supposed 
thata  great  illumination  would  be  required, 
for  they  had  lighted  and  brought  out  two 
large  parlor  lamps,  and  now  stood  holding 
them,  their  large-lidded  eyes  cast  down, 
motionless  and  reverent. 

' '  Bring  your  lamps  this  way,  since  you're 
here,"  said  Winthrop.  He  went  toward 
the  boats. 

"  That  is  the  best,''  said  Margaret,  touch- 
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ing  the  edg-e  of  one  of  them  with  the  ti^)  of 
her  slender  boot. 

The  negresses  stood  on  the  low  bank 
above.  By  the  light  of  the  great  globes 
they  lield,  Winthroi)  examined  the  canoe. 
It  was  in  good  order ;  the  paddle  was  lying 
within. 

"Now  tell  me  how  to  get  there,''  he 
said. 

"Oh,  I  forgot:  you  don't  know  the 
Avay!"  Margaret  exclaimed,  a  sharp,  nerv^- 
ous  disappointment  betraying  itself  in  her 
tone. 

"No,  I  don't  know  it.  But  probably 
you  can  tell  me." 

She  stood  thinking.  ' '  No ;  it's  imx)OS- 
sible.  Dark  as  it  is,  you  might  not  even 
find  the  mouth  of  the  Juana,  there  are  so 
many  creeks.  And  all  the  false  channels 
in  the  swamp.  No,  I  shall  have  to  go  with 
you.  I  will  take  Rose;  possibly  she  oan 
be  of  use.'' 

But  quickly  old  Rose  handed  her  great 
lamp  to  Dinah,  and  jerked  herself  down 
on  her  thin  knees.  "Please,  missy,  no. 
Not  inter  de  Munloons  in  de  night,  no! 
Ghossesses  dar  1"  She  brought  this  out  in 
a  high  shrill  voice,  rocking  her  little  body 
to  and  fro  in  an  anguish  of  fear,  her  broad 
fla;t  features  working  in  a  sort  of  spasm, 
her  great  eyes  fixed  beseechingly  on  her 
mistress's  face. 

"You,  then,  Dinah,"  said  Margaret,  im- 
patiently. But  in  spite  of  her  rheumatic 
joints,  Rose  was  on  her  feet  in  an  instant, 
and  had  taken  the  lamx)S,  while  Dinah,  in 
her  turn,  prostrated  herself. 

' '  You're  perfectly  absurd,  both  of  you, " 
Margaret  exclaimed. 

"  Poor  old  creatures,  you're  rather  hard 
on  them,  aren't  you  ?"  saidWinthrop  from 
the  boat. 

"Yes,  I'm  hard."  She  said  this  Avith  a 
little  motion  of  her  clinched  hand  back- 
ward— a  motion  which,  though  slight,  w^as 
yet  almost  violent. 

"  We  must  lose  no  time,"  she  went  on. 
"Go  to  the  house.  Rose — I  suppose  you 
can  do  that — and  bring  me  the  wraps  I 
usually  take  when  I  go  out  in  the  canoe, 
the  lantern,  and  some  candles — " 

' '  No, ' ' said  Winthrop,  interposing ;  "let 
her  bring  pitch-pine  knots,  or,  better  still, 
torches,  if  they  happen  to  have  them." 

It  appeared  that  "Prime"  always  kept  a 
supply  of  torches  ready,  and  old  Rose  hur- 
ried off. 

Margaret  stepped  into  the  boat;  she 
stood  a  moment  before  taking  her  seat. 


"I  ivish  1  could  go  by  myself,"  she  said 
—  "do  it  alone!'' 

"You  know  how  to  paddle,  then?'' 
Winthrop  asked,  shortly. 

' '  No ;  that's  it ;  I  don't ;  at  least  I  can 
not  paddle  well.  I  should  only  delay  ev- 
erything; it  would  be  ridiculous  to  try." 
She  seated  herself,  and  a  moment  later 
Rose  appeared  with  the  w^raps  and  the 
torches. 

Both  of  the  old  women  were  quivering 
with  a  wild  excitement:  agitated  by  grat- 
itude at  being  spared  the  ordeal  of  the 
devil-haunted  Monnlungs  by  night,  they 
were  equally  agitated  by  the  thought  of 
w^hat  their  mistress  would  certainly  have 
to  encounter  there.  They  shuffied  their 
gi-eat  shoes  against  each  other  almost  as 
if  they  were  going  to  dance ;  they  mumbled 
fragments  of  beseeching  words ;  they  seem- 
ed to  have  lost  all  control  of  their  mouths, 
for  they  grinned  constantly,  though  their 
breath  came  almost  in  sobs.  As  Win- 
throp pushed  off — there  was  never  any 
delay  when  action  was  intrusted  to  Mm — 
suddenly  they  broke  out  into  a  loud  fer- 
vent hymn : 

"  Didn't  my  Lawd  delibber  Dan-yell,  Dan-yell  ? 
Didn't  my  Lawd  delibber  i)a^^-yell?" 

For  a  long  distance  uj)  the  stream  this 
protective  invocation  echoed  after  the  voy- 
agers, and  the  two  grotesque  figures  hold- 
ing the  lamps  remained  visible,  like  black 
sibyls,  on  the  low  shore. 

"  Turn  in  now,  and  coast  along  close  to 
the  land,"  said  Margaret.  "It's  so  dark 
that  even  with  that  I  am  almost  afraid  I 
shall  miss  the  mouth."' 

But  she  did  not  miss  it.     In  ten  min- 
utes she  said,  "Here  it  is."     And  she  di- ■ 
reeled  him  how  to  enter. 

"I  should  never  have  thought  it  the 
right  one,  it's  so  narrow,"  Winthrop  com- 
mented, as  he  guided  the  canoe  toward  an 
almost  imperceptible  opening  in  the  near- 
looming  forest. 

' '  Yes — that  was  what  I  couldn't  guard 
you  against." 

But  the  mouth  was  the  narrowest  part; 
the  stream  inside  widened  out,  and  was 
broad  and  deep.  Winthrop  sent  the  boat 
forward  with  strong  strokes :  the  jDine  torch 
which  Margaret  had  fastened  at  the  bow 
cast  a  short  ray  in  advance. 

."I  think  now  that  we  shall  certainly 
escape  the  storm, "she  said. 

' '  It's  holding  off  wonderfully.  But 
don't  be  too  sure." 
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"Oh.  I  know  it's  coming-.  Still,  I  think 
we  shall  find  Lanse  and  get  him  in  hefore 
it  actually  hreaks.'' 

They  did  not  speak  often.  "Winthrop 
was  attending  to  the  boat's  course;  Mar- 
garet had  turned  and  was  sitting  so  that 
she  could  scan  the  water  and  direct  him  a 
little.  Her  nervousness  had  disappeared. 
Either  she  had  been  able  to  repress  it,  or 
it  had  faded  in  the  greater  presence  of  the 
responsibility  she  had  assumed  in  under- 
taking to  act  as  guide  through  that  strange 
water-land  of  the  Monnlungs,  whose  wind- 
ing channels  she  had  heretofore  seen  only 
in  the  light  of  day.  Even  in  the  light  of 
day  they  Avere  mysterious,  dim  ;  the  enor- 
mous trees,  thickly  foliaged  at  the  top,  kept 
the  sun  from  penetrating  to  the  water ;  the 
masses  of  vines  everywhere  shut  out  still 
further  the  light,  and  shut  in  the  perfumes 
of  the  mj^riad  flowers.  Channels  opened 
out  on  all  sides.  Only  one  was  the  right 
one.  Should  she  be  able  to  follow  it  ? 
The  landmarks  she  knew — certain  banks 
of  flowering  shrubs,  a  tree  trunk  of  pe- 
culiar shajie,  a  sharp  bend,  a  small  bay 
full  of  "knees'' — should  she  know  these 
again  by  night  ?  Then  there  came  to  her 
suddenly  the  memory  of  a  little  arena  far 
Avithin  tlirough  Avhicli  the  channel  passed 
— an  arena  where  the  flowering  vines  hung 
straight  down  from  the  tree-tops  to  the 
water  all  round,  like  tapestry,  and  where 
the  perfumes  were  dense. 

• '  Are  you  cold  ?"  said  Winthrop.  ' '  You 
can't  be— this  warm  night."  The  slight- 
ness  of  the  canoe  had  betrayed  what  he 
thouirht  was  a  shiver. 


"No;  I'm  not  cold.  I  think  we  shall 
find  Lanse  very  soon." 

"I  am  glad  you  feel  so  confident.  I 
don't.'' 

'  *  I  do.    I  am  sure — I  am  sure  he  is  near. " 

"Turn  in  now,"  she  said,  a  few  mo- 
ments later.      '*  To  the  right." 

"We  shall  run  aground;  we're  going 
into  a  wood." 

"Yes,  that's  what  it  is,  a  wood — a  wood 
in  a  lake,  Lanse  calls  it." 

"This  is  what  Lanse  has  named  the 
'Water  Gate,'''  she  said,  as  they  passed 
under  an  arch  of  boughs. 

"  We're  well  within  now,'' she  went  on, 
some  moments  afterward.  "  Don't  you 
think  we  can  begin  to  call  for  Lanse  ?" 

"Call  if  you  like.  But  for  mere  coji- 
versational  purposes,  pray  don't  invoke 
him  so  constantly;  it  really  isn't  necessa- 
ry; I've  known  him  for  some  time." 

After  that  she  said  no  more. 

"  The  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  make 
the  boat  as  bright  as  possible,''  he  went  on. 
"But  not  in  front;  that  Avould  only  be 
blinding;  the  light  nmst  be  behind  us." 
He  took  the  torch  from  the  how,  lighted 
three  others,  and  stuck  them  all  into  the 
canoe's  lining  of  thin  strips  of  wood  at 
the  stern.  Primus  had  made  his  torches 
long;  it  would  be  an  hour  before  they 
could  burn  down  sufiiciently  to  endanger 
the  boat. 

Thus,  casting  a  brilliant  orange-hued 
glow  over  the  flowere  and  vines  above, 
and  lighting  up  the  dark  water  vistas  to 
the  right  and  left  as  they  passed,  they  pen- 
etrated into  the  dim  sweet  swamp. 


LAMENT, 


HOW  meagre  seems  the  life  so  briefly  dok^d 
That  I  who  noted  in  your  earliest  hour 
The  dimple  in  your  lovely  cheek  untold 
With  the  first  smile  of  all — that  I  who  told 
The  promise  of  your  beauty  as  some  flower 
Flaming  across  the  dark  days  of  the  year 
Promises  summer — that  I  who  in  your  first 
Dear  warble  had  divined  the  glorious  burst 
Of  nmsic  in  your  throat  that  yet  might  be 
The  marvel  of  some  later  minstrelsy — 
How  meagre  seems  the  life  so  briefly  doled 
That  I  shall  never  see  that  beauty  grow 
To  its  meridian,  full-orbed  as  the  moon 
Which  great  and  golden  in  the  mist  swims  low, 
And   hangs  wide-winged  in  heaven  when  perfect 

June 
Transfigures  night — that  I  shall  never  hear 
The  voice  in  all  the  passion  of  its  tune, 
Sweet,  sweet,  and  rich,  with  the  un  fallen  tear, 
The  stress  of  love,  the  wine  of  life ! 


Ah  me, 
I  shall  be  lying  in  my  dust,  all  mute ; 
For  song  the  owlet  over  me  shall  hoot ; 
I  shall  be  gone,  like  the  loose  leaf  froju  fue  tree. 
The  idle  leaf  that  flutters  iu  the  blast, 
And  falls,  and  sodden  with  showers  returns  at  last 
To  the  enriching  earth.     Nor  late  nor  soon, 
Dead  in  the  dark,  shall  it  be  known  to  me 
That  you,  the  one  consummate  flower  and  fruit, 
Still  show  all  men  how  goodly  is  the  root ! 

Thus  murmured  I  when  the  child's  loveliness, 
With  gracious  prophecy  of  lip  and  brow, 
Filled  all  my  yearning  heart  with  sweet  distress. 
And  longing  for  the  impossible.     And  now, 
Less  even  than  the  loose  and  idle  leaf, 
A  mere  blown  petal  from  the  blowing  bough„ 
The  child  is  gone,  and  I  grow  gray  and  old. 
And  still  I  murmur  to  my  angry  grief, 
How  meagre  is  the  life  so  briefly  doled ! 


HUNTING  A  MYTHICAL  PALL-BEARER. 


DURING  the  war  I  scanned  anxiously 
all  correspondence  from  Stail'ord 
County,  Virginia,  where  I  was  born,  and 
from  Fredericksburg-,  where  my  nearest 
relatives  resided  after  our  old  house  in 
Falmouth  was  turned  into  a  hospital.* 
One  day  came  a  xmragraph  stating  that 
in  the  old  church-yard  at  Fredericksburg 
was  the  tombstone  of  a  pall -bearer  of 
Shakespeare.  The  phraseology  was  fol- 
lowed in  an  article  in  Fixtser's  Magazine 
(March,  1865),  "Virginia,  First  and  Last.'' 
Therein  it  is  said  that  a  pilgrim  to  Fred- 
ericksburg would  find  in  St.  George's 
church-yard  a  tomb  "on  which  it  is  in- 
scribed that  he  whose  dust  rests  there 
'was  one  of  the  pall-bearers  of  William 
Shakespeare.'  "  Thus  unhesitatingly  did 
I  take  stock  in  this  pall-bearer,  never  sus- 
pecting him  to  be  the  creation  of  a  cor- 
respondent's brain.  I  have  since  passed 
days  scrutinizing  war  correspondence 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  discover 
the  man  who  set  that  story  afloat.  That 
ingenious  person  has  long  been  wanted  by 
others  also.  I  have  met  some  who  would 
cheerfully  be  his  pall-bearers.  For  my- 
self— such  are  the  Fallacies  of  Memory, 
whereof  Miss  Cobbe  has  written  cleverly 
— for  some  time  I  would  have  serenely 
staked  the  life  of  any  number  of  war  cor- 
respondents on  the  certainty  that  I  had 
seen  that  stone  in  my  boyhood ;  for  we 
had  awe-inspiring  tombs  beside  the  Eap- 
pahannock.  One  at  Falmouth  possessed 
weird  interest,  being  fortified  with  iron  bars 
five  feet  high ;  a  great  cedar  growing  out 
of  the  grave  indicated  antiquity,  and 
"James  Hunter,"  in  large  iron  letters — 
the  sole  inscription — piqued  curiosity.  A 
tomb  to  "John  D.  Baptist,  a  native  of  the 
Island  of  St.  Kitts"  (died  1804),  was  a 
striking  object  beside  a  stream  utilized 
for  immersions.  In  Fredericksburg  was 
the  monument  of  Washington's  mother, 
its  unfinished  condition  explained  by  the 
legend  of  a  coquette  of  that  family  who 

*  '''' Falmouth^  Va.,  opposite  Frederickshurg,  Dec. 
21,  1862. — Began  my  visits  among  the  Camp  Hos- 
pitals ill  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Spent  a  good 
part  of  the  day  in  a  large  brick  mansion  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rappahannock,  nsed  as  a  hospital 
since  the  battle.  Seems  to  have  received  only  the 
worst  cases.  Out-doors,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  with- 
in ten  yards  of  the  front  of  the  house,  I  notice  a 
heap  of  amputated  feet,  legs,  arms,  hands,  etc. — a 
full  load  for  a  one-horse  cart." — Walt  Wldtman'' s 
'''' Memoranda'''  in  ^^Tivo  Rividets.'''' 


imposed  on  her  lover  the  task,  but  mar- 
I'ied  another  before  its  completion.     There 
are  two  old  grave-yards  in  the  town.     In 
one  is  the  epitaph  of   Lewis  Littlepage 
(born  on  the  19th  December,  1762,  and  died 
on  the  19th  July,  1802).      "Honoured  for 
many  years  with  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  unfortunate  Stanislaus  Augustus, 
King  of  Poland,  he  held  under  that  mon- 
arch until  he  lost  his  throne  the  most  dis- 
tinguished offices.''     Tliis  is  in  the  "Ma- 
sonic  burying -ground."     In   the   older, 
beside  St.  George's  Church,  were  curious 
epitaphs,  of  which  only  confused  imj^res- 
sions  remained  with   me   across   twenty 
years,  when  the  enterprising  correspond- 
ent evoked  one  of  importance  not  to  be 
realized  by  a  boy.     To  meet  the  skepticism 
of  London  friends  I  wrote  for  the  full  in- 
scription.    The  amazing  reply  came  that 
no  such  stone  was  discoverable.    But  soon 
after  (1870),  my  mother  forwarded  me  the 
following,  ' '  copied  from  New  York  paper 
by  Miss  Olive  Hanson":   "  One  of  Shake- 
speare's Pall-bearers  buried  at  Fredericks- 
burg.— In  the  old  burying-ground  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  is  a  tombstone  with  the 
following  insci'iption :  'Here  lies  the  body 
of  Edward  Helder,  practitioner  in  Physick 
Chirurgerj".     Born  in  Bedfordshire,  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1542 — was 
contemporary  with,  and  one  of  the  Pall- 
bearers of,  William  Shakespear.     After  a 
brief  illness  his  spirit  ascended  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1618,  aged  76.' "      Miss  Han- 
son, sister  of  the  principal  of  the  Freder- 
icksburg Academy,  belonged  to  a  family 
long  connected  with  St.  George's  Church, 
and  was  likely  to  know  if  there  were  such 
a  stone.     This  epitaph  appeared  in  an  edi- 
torial note  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  and 
brought  (July  13,  1870)  comments,  signed 
"  Anglo-Colonus,"  who  remarks  that  the 
phraseology  is  modern.      The  word  "con- 
temporary," he  submits,  "was  not  in  use 
in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  but  was  created 
in  the  learned  age  which  followed.    Cow- 
ley, perhaps,  introduced  it — '  and  loves  his 
old  contemporary  trees.'  "     The  Freder- 
icksburg Aeics  (August  11, 1870)  said:  "In 
1607  the  landing  at  Jamestown  occurred, 
and  there  was  no  church  here  for  a  hun- 
dred years  later." 

The  literary  criticism  of  "Anglo-Colo- 
nus" might  have  been  made  stronger. 
Even  an  epitaph  could  hardly  indulge  in 
such   tautology   as   to   describe  a  man's 
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"  pall-bearer"  as  his  "contemporary."  It 
presently  became  manifest  that  the  epi- 
taph, if  it  existed,  was  still  iinderfroing 
manipulation.  In  a  version  of  the  Wash- 
ington Evening  Star  (1875),  "pall-bear- 
ers'' is  followed  by  "to  the  body  of  Will- 
iam Shakspeare."  The  latest  phrase  is, 
"One  of  the  Pall  -  bearers  of  William 
Shakespeare  of  the  x\von!"  But  such 
variants  did  not  att'ect  the  basis  of  the 
pall-bearer.  Fredericksburg  was  founded 
in  1727,  but  the  act  of  incorporation  refers 
to  the  many  people  already  settled  in  the 
neighborhood.  When  Bacon's  rebellion 
occurred  (167G)  Staflt'ord  Count}'  was  re])- 
resented  by  two  members  in  the  Virginia 
Assembly.  In  Smith's  map,  i:>ublished  in 
1812,  our  Rappahannock  River  is  traced 
fairly  well.  There  were  old  grave-j^ards 
in  the  vicinity  long  before  Fredericksburg 
existed,  and  tradition  says  that  bodies 
were  brought  from  them  to  St.  George's 
church-yard.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
historic  conditions  of  the  question  pre- 
cluding the  possibility  of  an  earl 3^  settler's 
body  being  brought  to  Fredericksburg,  and 
his  grave-stone  also,  or  a  new  one  raised. 
Indeed,  it  is  probable  the  town  held  a 
g-rave-yard  before  incorporation,  as  old 
inhabitants  say  human  bones  were  found 
when  a  street  near  the  church  was  made. 

In  the  summer  of  1875  I  visited  Freder- 
icksburg, after  an  absence  of  seventeen 
years,  and  found  the  church-yard  much 
battered.  The  late  Mr.  Barton,  an  eminent 
lawyer  but  inveterate  punster,  who  lived 
opposite,  once  remarked  to  a  man  at  his 
door,  "You  see  I  have  always  a  grave 
prospect  before  me."  The  man  went  off 
to  I'eport  as  "Barton's  latest  joke"  that  he 
said,  "You  see  I  have  always  a  melan- 
choly prospect  before  me."  Were  the  old 
lawyer  alive  he  might  accept  his  dull 
friend's  version.  I  guided  Alexander  Lit- 
tle, editor  of  the  News,  to  the  spot  wliere 
I  thought  the  stone  lay.  We  found  there 
a  foot-stone  only,  the  head-stone  having 
been  removed.  I  suspected  theft,  but  soon 
concluded  that  it  was  an  illusion  of  mem- 
ory. I  could  not  find  one  positive  of  haA^- 
ing  seen  it,  though  several  with  vague  im- 
pressions of  it,  and  many  who  had  heard 
of  people  who  had  seen  it.  It  seemed 
impossible  that  such  a  stone,  in  a  church- 
yard so  accessible,  should  be  overlooked 
by  writers  like  Alden,  Meade,  Philip 
Slaughter,  Howe,  and  Howison. 

When  I  returned  to  England,  in  1876, 
the  matter  had  ceased  to  interest  me  as  a 


Shakespearean,  but  all  the  more  as  a  stu- 
dent of  mythology,  and  also  as  a  Virginian, 
lonce  "assisted"  at  a Cotswold  hunt;  that 
is,  I  sat  in  a  carriage  and  watched  the  red- 
coated  sportsmen  careering  over  the  fields 
after  a  fox  which  doubled  on  them  suc- 
cessfully, and  went  home  to  have  a  good 
laugh  with  Mrs.  Fox  over  the  way  he  had 
done  the  gentry.  The  same  evening  I  sat 
with  Charles  Flower,  then  Mayor  of  Strat- 
ford, a  shrewd  Shakespearean  critic,  at 
Avonbank,  and  he  expressed  his  belief  in 
the  ''pall-bearer."  As  one  who  had  adopt- 
ed the  story,  in  my  F}'ase)'  article,  I  felt 
some  responsibility  for  the  faith  reposed 
in  the  story,  and  resolved  to  search  the 
thing  out.  I  entered  on  a  hunt  that  has 
led  me  a  dance  unknown  to  an^'  Cotswold 
"meet."  A  myth  is  as  much  a  living  or- 
ganism as  a  fox,  as  fleet  and  more  cunning. 
It  hides  in  the  bush  of  ])opular  supersti- 
tion, takes  the  color  of  local  pride,  enlists 
the  truthful  in  its  stratagems.  However, 
chasing  a  myth  is  glorious  sport,  and 
though  it  may  often  double  on  one,  it  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  run  down  at  last,  and 
yield  a  pretty  skin  to  stuff. 

Another  search  made  by  myself  in  the 
Fredericksburg  church-yard  in  1880  con- 
vinced me  that  no  stone  there  suggested 
the  myth.  In  lists  of  adventurers  to  Vir- 
ginia, up  to  1620,  are  no  names  nearer 
Helderthan"Eldred,""Elkin,"and"Hei- 
den."  The  improbabilities  represented  in 
the  epitaph  were  thus  great.  That  a  man 
at  seventy-four  should  be  Shakespeare's 
l^all-bearer,  immediately  emigrate  to  the 
Avilderness  of  Virginia,  and  his  death  in  a 
region  remote  from  Jamestown  be  record- 
ed on  a  stone  unknown  to  antiquarians, 
were  improbabilities  whose  sum  was  an 
impossibility.  On  the  other  side,  howev- 
er, were  improbabilities  that  had  also  to 
be  faced.  But  that  anybody  should  in- 
vent such  a  story,  should  select  for  it  a 
Virginia  town  only  135  years  old,  and 
make  his  pall -bearer  seventy -six  years 
old  instead  of  a  plausible  age,  were  ex- 
treme imi:)robabilities.  Could  a  corre- 
spondent be  so  deep  ?  Moreover,  the  only 
ship-load  of  early  emigrants  to  Virginia 
whose  names  are  entirely  unknown  sailed 
with  Argall  soon  after  Shakespeare's  death 
(1616),  reaching  Virginia  in  1617. 

The  pall-bearer  was  a  myth — that  was 
certain;  but  the  myth  must  have  a  basis. 
In  the  absence  of  any  explanation,  the 
myth  was  growing  luxuriantly,  and  some 
of  its  effects  were  phenomenal.      "That 
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story,"  as  my  college  friend  Horace  Fur- 
ness  wrote  me,  "has  its  periodicity  like  a 
comet,  and  when  it  once  starts  out  it  never 
returns  until,  like  the  cholera,  it  has  slain 
its  thousands.  Its  periodicity  is  about  fif- 
teen years,  and  I've  seen  two  of  'em,  and 
shall  probably  see  a  third."  The  latest 
appearance  of  the  fatal  meteor  was  in  the 
New  York  Times,  October  20,  1884.  That 
article  should  be  preserved  as  an  example 
of  how  mythology  is  made.  The  corre- 
spondent finds  in  the  Masonic  grave-yard 
(only  a  hundred  years  old)  a  "red  sand- 
stone" slab  on  which  the  epitaph  "may 
yet  be  deciphered."  He  has  changed  the 
name  to  Heldon,  and  added,  after  Shake- 
speare, "of  the  Avon."  The  "Heldon 
slab"  stood  in  St.  George's  grave-yard,  he 
says,  "until  Burnside  mowed  it  down, 
after  which  it  found  its  w^ay  to  the  Ma- 
sonic yard,  where  it  now  lies  under  a 
locust,  the  old  English  lettering  dim  but 
traceable."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is 
but  one  red  sandstone  slab  in  that  grave- 
yard ;  it  never  lay  on  its  back,  but  was 
always  firm  set  in  its  place ;  and  there  has 
not  been  for  many  years  the  faintest  in- 
scription upon  it,  the  whole  facing  having 
come  off  in  flakes.  This,  perhaps  the  only 
stone  in  the  ground  of  which  nothing  is 
known,  was  naturally  fixed  upon  by  our 
foxy  myth  as  a  good  bush  to  hide  in. 
One  can  not  help  feeling  compassion  for 
this  correspondent  on  his  learning  where 
the  Helder  stone  really  was  what  time  he 
was  beating  that  bush  and  starting  a  new 
fiction.  But  he  hardly  deserves  mercy, 
having  told  "whoppers."  E.  g.  :  "  Ojie  of 
the  best  posted  men  in  regard  to  this  sec- 
tion is  Mr.  Samuel  Knox,  who  is  a  vestry- 
man at  St.  George's.  .  .  .Mr.  Knox  well 
remembers  the  stone."  The  venerable 
vestryman  T.  F.  Knox  could  naturally 
remember  an  inscription  ' '  dim  but  trace- 
able" near  his  house;  but  as  there  was  no 
Helder  stone  there,  neither  he  nor  his  sons 
remember  it.  The  correspondent  says 
Fredericksburg  has  "more  tombstones 
than  people" — not  wonderful  since  the 
soldiers  who  fell  there  lie  in  their  cem- 
etery; and  that  "tombstones  are  in  such 
favor  as  to  be  utilized  for  door-steps  and 
fire-places" — a  characteristic  rendering  of 
the  fact  that  some  hundred  of  the  stones 
ordered  for  soldiers'  graves  were  reject- 
ed, and  are  utilized  for  street  crossings. 
"There  is  preserved  in  the  town,  a  copy 
of  the  Fredericksburg  Gazette,  published 
in   1784,  which  bears    evidence  that  the 


stone  was  then  a  feature  of  the  place,  in  a 
tribute  to  it  in  verse,  as  follows."  There 
never  was  any  such  paper.  The  Virginia 
Gazette  was  published  at  Williamsburg 
(1736),  and  this  T^'mes  letter  was  the  means 
of  taking  up  the  time  of  Rev.  Philip  Slaugh- 
ter in  examining  its  files.  The  poem,  of 
course,  was  not  found,  having  been  writ- 
ten by  F.  W.  Loring  for  the  Atlantic 
Monthly,  September,  1870,  suggested  to 
him  by  the  floating  paragraph  familiar  to 
all.  The  Times  man  gave  himself  the 
last  stroke  by  his  alterations  of  this  poem, 
and  on  that  "red  sandstone  slab"  the 
memorial  will  henceforth  be  "traceable," 
' '  Here  lies,  considerably,  the  discoverer  of 
the  epitaph  of  Shakespeare's  Pall-bearer." 

Nevertheless,  I  can  not  help  feeling  a 
certain  consideration  for  that  man — de- 
spite his  calling  the  crystal  Rappahan- 
nock a  "muddy  serpent,"  and  our  pictur- 
esque little  city  a  "red  mud  town" — be- 
cause of  the  courage  with  which  he  has 
gathered  in  his  breast  the  fatal  sheaf  of 
fictions  about  the  Pall -bearer.  Many 
mythological  formations  maybe  explained 
by  an  analysis  of  his  letter.  He  correctly 
counted  on  the  public  gullibility.  When 
I  again  visited  Fredericksburg  this  year  I 
found  the  community  fairly  awakened  by 
the  inquiries  received  there,  and  by  cor- 
respondents come  to  glean  after  the  Times 
man,  A  crop  of  kindred  myths  had 
sprung  up.  It  was  said  two  strangers 
had  visited  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbor- 
hood whose  wife  was  a  Shakespeare,  and 
with  him  found  the  inscription.  This 
gentleman  I  saw ;  his  wife  was,  indeed,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Shakespeare  of  Delaware ; 
he  had  been  visited  by  a  citizen  and  a 
' '  correspondent, "  but  no  stone  was  search- 
ed for  by  them.  Several  times  I  was  as- 
sured that  Mr.  or  Miss  So-aad-so  had  seen 
the  epitaph,  but  when  the  "dry  so,"  as 
Virginians  say,  was  reached,  each  had 
only  heard,  etc.  But  the  "red  sandstone 
slab"  under  its  locust-tree  had  become  an 
Object  of  Interest. 

In  September  last  I  noticed  in  St. 
George's  church-yard  a  small  surface  of 
stone  exposed  on  a  long  mound  of  earth 
left  about  forty  years  ago,  when  the  pre- 
sent church  was  built.  By  scratching 
away  the  thick  sod  a  stone  three  feet  by 
twenty -one  inches  was  disclosed.  My 
heart  gave  a  leap  on  seeing  a  letter  H. 
No  stone  must  be  left  unturned,  certainly 
not  this;  so  I  tracked  the  old  colored  sex- 
ton, Wash.  Wright,  about    town,  to   the 
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church,  where,  a  few  yards  from  me,  he 
had  been  sweeping.  He  peered  down 
from  the  gallery. 

"Mr.  Wright,  I  want  you  to  look  at  a 
grave-stone  out  here." 
"Is  it  Mister— Mister— " 
"Shakespeare's?"  I  suggested. 
' '  That's  it.      Is  it  that  stone  ?" 
''No.      You  have  heard  about  that ?" 
"Yes.     A  good  many  people  have  asked 
me  about  it.     I  never  saw  any  such  stone 
in  the  thirty  years  I've  been  here." 

Spade  and  pick  revealed  the  surface  of 
a  very  old  stone  bearing  what  might  be 
either  an  H  or  two  old-fashioned  J"s  sepa- 
rated by  a  mark.  We  turned  the  stone, 
but  found  nothing  whatever.  The  stone 
was  probably  the  foot-stone  to  John  Jones, 
brother  of  Paul,  but  I  pondered  whether  its 
mysterious  mark,  out  of  its  place,  might 
not  have  left  in  my  childish  mind  con- 
genial place  for  the  mythical  epitaph. 

Talking  with  my  mother  of  old  tombs 
in  Stafford  County,  she  remembered  driv- 
ing with  her  father  near  Potomac  Run, 
when  he  copied  an  inscription  from  an 
ancient  stone  standing  by  itself  in  a  lone- 
ly place,  about  a  mile  from  ruins  of  a 
church.  She  remembered  no  word  of  tlie 
inscription,  but  had  heard  it  was  a  spot 
to  be  avoided  after  "sundown."  Next 
morning  came  a  note  from  Frederic  Hol- 
land, of  Concord,  saying  he  had  read  in 
the  Literary  World  that  Dr.  Helder  was 
buried  near  Potomac  Creek.  This  was 
viigue  enough,  and,  foraStaffordian,  some- 
wliat  misleading,  our  rivulets  being  called 
** runs, "and  only  "creeks"  as  they  expand 
into  tlie  Potomac  River.  Potomac  Creek 
was  many  miles  from  the  spot  where  my 
mother  remembered  the  stone.  But  in 
casual  conversation  with  my  uncle,  Dr. 
Daniel,  I  learned  tliat  the  stone  was  tliat 
of  a  British  "  chirurgeon."  Tliere  was  a 
tradition  tliat  a  party  had  anchored  in  the 
creek  and  come  to  tliis  rcLrion,  where  one 
of  tlieni  was  killed  by  Indians.  Plainly 
this  was  the  stone  on  wliich  the  myth  of 
the  pall-bearer  was  built.  My  mother 
assured  me  I  would  find  nothing  about 
Shakespeare  on  it;  lier  father  was  a  lover 
of  the  bard,  and  would  have  made  the 
country  ring  with  any  sucli  epita])h. 

In  company  witli  St.  George  Fitzhugh, 
a  lawyer  of  Fredericksburg,  I  started  out 
on  a  bright  September  niorning  for  a 
search  after  the  Helder  stone.  We  passed 
over  the  shining  Rappahannock  with  its 
green  islet,  paused  to  observe  the  distant 


hills  of  Falmouth  on  one  hand  and  the  re- 
gion of  Washington's  boyhood  on  the  oth- 
er, drove  past  well-remembered  old  man- 
sions amid  their  stately  trees,  and  at  last 
reached  the  lonely  valley  through  which 
glides  the  Potomac  Run.  I  greeted  such 
early  friends  as  the  Virginia  creeper,  the 
fox-grapes,  and  friendly  black  eyes  of  chin- 
quapin bushes,  and  rather  hoped  to  see  a 
copper-head — there  used  to  be  plenty — but 
was  disappointed.  Perhaps  these  are  dis- 
appearing with  the  political  species  they 
symbolized.  Now  and  then  the  colin's 
call  was  heard,  "Ah,  Bob  White  I"  but  no 
sound  indicating  the  proximity  of  human 
life.  It  was  almost  a  surprise  Avlien  we 
saw  two  men  in  a  corn  field.  They  tried 
hard  to  remember  a  tombstone,  but  could 
not.  They  went  with  us  to  the  site  of  Po- 
tomac Church.  When  I  was  last  there 
it  was  still  a  picturesque  ruin ;  but  armies 
used  its  bricks  for  hearths,  and  now  one 
can  only  trace  the  walls  in  their  debris. 
Here,  where  my  ancestor,  John  Moncure, 
preached  a  hundred  and  fifty  A^ears  ago,  I 
pushed  through  a  thicket,  and  emerged 
green  with  the  tiny  burrs  poetically  called 
"beggars'  lice."  There  was  beauty  about 
this  Gothic  church,  once  the  largest  in 
Overwharton  Parish,  within  my  memory, 
and  it  was  haunted  by  spirits  of  antiquity. 
A  visit  to  it  in  boyhood  inspired  a  tale  fur- 
tively sent  to  the  Fredericksburg  paper, 
tremblingly  read  in  print  by  its  author, 
of  the  last  of  the  Stafford  Indians,  made 
to  work  with  his  little  son  in  building  the 
church.  My  red  hero  avenges  the  cruel 
architect's  fatal  maltreatment  of  his  son 
b}^  hurling  him  from  the  tower  on  the 
day  of  its  completion,  then  executing  him- 
self. This  was  a  tif teen-year-old  fancy, 
not  founded  on  any  fact  beyond  the  tradi- 
tional injustice  of  early  settlers  toward 
the  aborigines.  The  glory  of  the  old 
church  departed  in  1S12,  when  soldiers 
were  quartered  in  it.  It  was  afterward 
used  to  breed  silk-worms  in. 

No  grave-stone  being  found  here,  we 
returned  to  Potomac  '*  Run.  "  drove  in  the 
water  a  little  way,  then  took  a  primitive 
road  by  its  side  for  a  half-mile.  Fortu- 
nately for  our  progress  there  had  been  a 
drought;  even  as  it  was.  our  wheels  sank 
deep  in  mire.  The  road  was  so  little  used 
that  we  had  to  remove  a  small  tive  fallen 
across  it.  At  length  we  saw  the  railway 
bridge,  and  on  climbing  a  hill.'  nortli  bank 
of  the  "run,"  a  liouse.  When  we  drew 
up  in   front  of  tfiis  house  an  aged  man 
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came  out  of  it,  whom  I  had  seen  in  early 
life  — a  Mr.  Taliaferro.  The  house  be- 
longed to  a  widow,  Mrs.  Alexander.  In 
reply  to  our  questions,  he  said :  ' '  Yes,  there 
used  to  be  over  there"  (pointing),  "on  the 
edge  of  Willow  Grove  Farm,  a  tombstone, 
which  was  broken  by  the  Northern  soldiers. 
Mr.  Cox,  who  afterward  occupied  the  farm, 
removed  the  larger  part  of  the  stone  to 
the  sugar-berry  tree  yonder,  against  which 
it  was  left  leaning  for  a  long  time.  A  few 
years  ago  Mrs.  Alexander  was  building  a 
kitchen  at  her  old  place"  (pointing  to  a 
spot  about  four  hundred  yards  away) , ' '  and 
somebody  brought  the  stone  for  the  chim- 
ney. But  it  was  not  used,  and  was  left 
lying  near  the  chimney.  Last  year,  Au- 
gust, the  kitchen  burned  down,  and  the 
chimney  fell;  the  hot  bricks  covered  the 
old  tombstone,  burned  its  surface,  and  I 
doubt  if  you  could  now  find  any  letters 
on  it."  On  our  way  to  the  burnt  house 
I  asked  Mr.  Taliaferro  (Tolliver)  whether 
he  remembered  the  inscription.  He  said 
it  had  been  many  years  since  he  read  it, 
but  he  remembered  the  name,  "  Helder" 
— "Daniel  Helder,"  he  thought,  or  maybe 
"D.  Helder";  that  he  was  a  doctor,  and 
the  date  "16 — something." 

"The  name  of  Shakespeare  on  it  ?" 

"No,  that  was  not  on  it." 

"Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  tombstone  of 
Shakespeare's  pall-bearer  being  in  Fred- 
ericksburg ?" 

' '  Yes ;  I  read  it  last  year  in  a  New  York 
weekly  paper,  and  noticed  that  the  name 
'  Helder'  was  the  same  as  that  on  the  old 
stone  out  here." 

The  burnt  house  was  as  the  fire  left  it. 
The  debris  and  bricks  were  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  it  would  have  required  a  day 
to  make  any  thorough  search.  But  an 
edge  of  the  stone  we  were  searching  for 
was  visible,  and  on  clearing  away  the 
bricks,  its  surface  was  found  to  be  charred 
black  and  white.  The  ordeal  of  snows 
and  rains,  following  that  of  fire,  had  only 
required  a  year  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.     No  word  could  be  traced. 

I  called  on  Mrs.  Alexander,  who  said: 
"  W  hen  the  stone  was  first  brought,  I  said 
it  should  not  go  into  any  chimney  of 
mine,  because  it  was  a  tombstone,  and  was 
sacred.  I  am  afraid  to  say  much  about 
the  stone,  only  I  am  certain  the  name  was 
'Helder,'  that  he  was  a  physician,  and  16 
was  in  the  year  of  his  death.  Last  year 
we  read  in  Frank  Leslie's  paper  something 
that  made  me  think  this  might  be   the 


stone  spoken  of,  and  I  was  sorry  I  had 
not  paid  attention  to  it.  Many  years  be- 
fore the  war,  Mr.  Campbell,  then  editor 
of  the  Fredericksburg  Democratic  Re- 
corder, came  with  my  father  (Robert  Al- 
exander, foreman  in  the  printing-office), 
and  copied  the  inscription  for  his  news- 
paper. I  was  a  child,  but  remember  the 
visit,  and  feel  sure  the  epitaph  was  then 
printed.  I  never  heard  any  tradition  con- 
cerning Dr.  Helder,  nor  any  superstition 
connected  with  the  spot  where  he  was 
buried." 

We  next  repaired  to  the  sugar -berry 
tree,  and  found  a  number  of  sunken  graves 
there.  They  were  in  a  row,  and  we  con- 
cluded that  they  had  been  graves  of  sol- 
diers whose  bodies  were  removed  after  the 
Soldiers'  Cemetery  was  completed.  Close 
to  the  tree  were  two  long  stones,  which  I 
determined  to  dig  up.  A  laborer  brought 
from  a  neighboring  house  said  they  were 
natural  stones;  but  when  dug  up — a  diffi- 
cult job,  the  tree's  roots  having  surround- 
ed them — they  proved  to  be  worked  on  the 
under  side,  though  no  letters  were  found. 
I  concluded  that  these  were  fragments  of 
the  Helder  stone — by  all  accounts  large 
and  massive — and  suspected  that  the  story 
of  its  removal  from  its  original  place  to 
this  tree  must  be  legendary.  Possibly  the 
site  of  the  Helder  stone  had  been  chosen 
for  these  recent  burials  as  ground  that 
might  be  consecrated. 

A  week  after  finding  the  stone  I  learned 
that  the  inscription  had  been  preserved  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Brown,  now  of  Byfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, with  whom  I  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence, and  who  has  kindly  aided  me 
in  getting  at  the  facts.  Having  been  sent 
a  map  of  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Brown 
marked  the  spot  where  the  stone  stood, 
and  it  was  precisely  that  of  the  sugar- 
berry  tree  (which  he  thought  a  wild  cher- 
ry, but  describes  exactly) ;  so  that  the  story 
of  its  removal  from  another  place  is  dis- 
credited. ' '  I  was, "  writes  Mr.  Brown,  ' '  a 
soldier  of  the  Sixth  New  Hampshire  Vol- 
unteers, and  for  a  few  days  in  August, 
1862,  my  company  was  on  guard  duty  on 
the  railroad  near  Potomac  Creek.  One 
day,  while  off  duty,  I  was  wandering 
round,  and  stumbled  upon  the  old  tomb- 
stone. ...  I  took  a  great  deal  of  i^ains  in 
making  my  copy,  making  it  as  nearly  a 
fac-simile  as  possible,  copying  the  curious 
formation  of  the  letters,  the  manner  of 
spelling,  and  the  division  of  the  words, 
and  I  am  very  sure  the  copy  is  correct. 
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I  liardly  think  the  soldiers  could  have 
broken  up  the  stone  for  any  such  purpose 
as  you  suggest,  as  it  was  of  granite  or  hard 
sandstone,  at  least  four  feet  in  length  by 
twenty  in  Avidth  and  six  inches  thick. 
(These  figures  are  from  memory.)  All  of 
our  hearths  were  made  of  brick  brought 
from  tlie  ruins  of  an  old  church  in  the 
vicinit}'.  and  further  down  the  creek.  . .  . 
The  stone  was  too  firmly  imbedded  in  the 
earth  for  me  to  move ;  the  top  was  some- 
what broken,  but  not  enough  to  interfere 
with  the  lettering,  which  was  very  dis- 
tinct. ...  If  you  can  translate  the  bottom 
line,  I  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  trans- 
lation. The  line  at  the  top  indicates  the 
shape  of  the  top  of  the  stone  as  it  had 
crumbled  or  been  broken  ott'." 


/il8  J- AT  A  TJJ\S*  U/^^& 

FAC-SIMILE   OF  MR.  BROWN's  COPY  OF  THE   INSCRIPTION. 


If  my  reader,  before  going  further,  will 
study  the  characters  following  the  date 
"1618,"  he  will  find  that  they  make  apret- 
ty  puzzle.  My  neighbor,  Mr.  Gordon  Ford . 
his  son  Paul— expert  in  such  things— and 
I  concentrated  ourselves  for  some  houi-s  on 
this  line.  The  character  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  date  is  not  an  S,  as  it  seems,  but 
an  ornamental  separating  line.  The  rest 
is,  "AtatissuaTG."'  (^tat is  Slice.)  How- 
ever faulty  the  sculptor's  Latinity,  his 
English  is  careful ;  witness  his  small  ''  c,  •' 
indicating  the  need  of  repeating  the  "  TI" 
in  "prectioner."' 

My  brotlier,  resident  in  Fredericksburg, 
to  secure  the  stone  for  me,  got  an  old  Con- 
federate messmate  to  undertake  its  re- 
moval. Fortunately  there  was  found  near 
by  a  second  fragment  which  exactly  fits 
the  top  of  the  large  piece.  On  this  are 
two  distinct  letters  and  a  slight  mark, 
probably  part  of  the  letter  R.  No  doubt 
these  letters  are  the  beginning  of  the  word 
HERE.  The  sketch ,  by  my  brother's  wife, 
is  exact.  The  stone  is  now  1  foot  4  in<!h- 
es  in  height,  1  foot  3  inches  in  width.  6i 
inches  thick:  the  letters  are  ij  inches 
high,  and  of  the  same  width. 

Mv  reader  has  now  a  picture  of  the  chi- 


rurgeon's  grave-stone,  set  nearly  2G8  years 
ago,  under  whicli  the  fictitious  pall-bearer 
now  finds  rest.  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  of 
Newberry,  South  Carolina  {Literarij 
World,  February  7,  1885),  has  a  soldiers 
diary,  picked  up  by  a  Confederate  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness — a  diary  extend- 
ing between  February  17  and  December 
31,  1862;  on  a  fly-leaf  is  written  the  spu- 
rious epitaph.  Unless  the  epitaph  was 
added  later  (the  battle  occurred  in  1864), 
this  would  show  that  the  imaginary  pall- 
bearer began  his  career  earlier  than  was 
supposed.  It  is  probable  that  some  corre- 
spondent, having  copied  the  epitaph  cor- 
rectly, added  that  Dr.  Helder  was  a  con- 
temporary of  Shakespeare,  and  might  have 
attended  his  funeral.  A  printer  may  have 
incorporated  the  comment  in  the  epitaph, 
and  some  contemporary  evolved  the  sim- 
ple statement  into  the  startling  one.  The 
original  corespondent  may  have  described 
the  stone  as  "at  Fredericksburg,"  for  the 
region  was  a  camp,  and  normal  were 
merged  in  military  boundaries.     Perhaps 
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it  will  never  be  known  who  served  up 
the  chirurgeon  as  a  Shakespearean  figure. 
One  can  forgive  him,  since  he  has  been  the 
means  of  discovering  to  the  New  World 
its  oldest  English  epitaph. 
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A  PERSIAN  mounts  his  horse  on  the 
ri^ht  side;  he  writes  from  rig-ht  to 
left.  These  may  seem  unimportant,  tri- 
fling- characteristics,  but  they  are  cited  as 
forcible  illustrations  of  the  radical  and 
permanent  difference  between  the  nations 
of  the  East  and  the  West.  The  difference 
in  the  external  customs  and  institutions 
is  more  apparent,  perhaps,  but  is  less  im- 
portant and  profound  than  the  divergences 
existing"  in  the  thought  or  the  intellectual 
cast  of  these  two  great  divisions  of  the 
human  race. 

The  Persians  resemble  Europeans,  or 
rather  the  Latin  people,  more  than  do  oth- 
er Asiatics,  and  yet,  from  the  great  gulf 
existing  between  Persian  and  Frenchman , 
one  who  has  never  been  in  the  East  may 
form  some  conception  of  the  vast  and 
seemingly  irreconcilable  space  that  sepa- 
rates the  Asiatic  in  general  from  the  Eu- 
ropean type. 

Oriental  life  must  possess  charms  for 
the  student  of  human  nature  for  ages; 
that  of  Persia  is  of  especial  interest,  be- 
cause, while  apparently  cast  in  fixed 
moulds  of  immemorial  usage,  it  is  more 
plastic  and  mobile  than  that  of  other  East- 
ern countries.  The  Persian  is  of  a  viva- 
cious, mercurial  disposition,  and  has  none 
of  that  aversion  to  change,  as  such,  which 
is  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  the  Chi- 
nese or  the  Indian.  The  climate  suggests 
certain  customs  which,  being  suited  to  the 
circumstances,  require  only  slow  modifi- 
cation, and  the  rigidity  of  the  theocratic 
code  retards  social  movements.  Were 
it  not  for  these  the  Persians  would  be  in- 
clined by  nature  to  be  less  distant  in  the 
rear  of  this  progressive  age.  As  it  is,  we 
find  in  Persia  a  somewhat  complex  civili- 
zation, and  a  diversity  of  i^aces  which  by 
their  individual  traits  give  variety  to  the 
study  of  life  in  that  ancient  country. 
Three  points  are  especially  prominent 
when  one  comes  to  an  analysis  of  Per- 
sian life:  one  is  the  fact  that  it  is  essen- 
tially an  out-of-door  life;  another  point  is 
the  seeming  publicity  of  life  there,  the  ab- 
sence of  reserve;  and  thirdly,  in  direct 
contrast  with  this  characteristic  is  the 
profound  seclusion  and  mystery  of  the 
domestic  life  of  Persia.  The  former  two 
characteristics  of  Persian  society  are  the 
direct  result  of  the  climate,  and  neces- 
sarily partake  of  the  simplicity  which  at- 
tends primitive  life  in  all  lands;  but  the 


reason  for  the  character  of  the  domestic 
institutions  is  more  obscure;  it  can  not  be 
attributed  wholly  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Koran,  for  it  has  been  a  marked  feature 
of  Oriental  life  in  all  ages,  the  English 
sentiment  that  a  man  is  lord  in  his  own 
castle  seeming  to  be  a  concise  statement 
of  the  Persian  ideas  on  the  question  of 
home  life. 

The  physical  conditions  underlying  the 
customs  of  Persia  are  as  simple  as  the  hab- 
its to  which  they  have  given  rise — a  coun- 
try twice  the  size  of  France,  representing, 
except  in  the  Caspian  provinces,  a  vast 
plateau  4000  to  6000  feet  above  the  sea, 
skirted  by  tremendous  snow-clad  ranges, 
and  including  vast  tracts  of  waste  lands 
strewn  with  sand  and  salt.  These  spaces, 
where  the  onager  and  the  gazelle  wander 
at  will,  and  the  vulture  poises  in  the  cloud- 
less heavens  above,  are  broken  at  inter- 
vals by  water-courses,  giving  sustenance  to 
tufts  of  luxuriant  verdure,  which  are  as  dis- 
tinctly marked  on  the  red  waste  lands  as  a 
dark  shadow  of  a  cloud  on  a  summer  day. 

Here  is  a  climate  where  rain  never  falls 
from  April  until  December,  where  the 
temperature  is  uniform  for  the  entire  sea- 
son, and  the  transition  from  one  season  to 
another  as  gradual  as  the  approach  of  old 
age.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the 
heat  of  mid-day  obliges  one  to  travel  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  arid  to  remain  in 
the  cool  until  the  sun  nears  the  west. 
For  thousands  of  years  these  physical  con- 
ditions hcive  existed,  and  have  maintained 
the  character  and  customs  of  the  Persians 
without  change.  The  Persian  who,  smok- 
ing his  kalian  at  Teheran  to-day,  medi- 
tates "treasons,  stratagems,  and  spoils," 
is  in  no  essential  sense  different  from  his 
"burned  fathers,"  whom  Xenophon  de- 
scribes, no  less  unscrupulous,  no  less  acute 
and  wily  and  intellectual,  no  less  addict- 
ed to  the  discussion  of  mystic  philosophy 
and  poetry,  no  less  devoted  to  corrupt 
thoughts,  and  no  less  inspired  by  a  won- 
derful feeling  for  the  beautiful. 

A  third  of  the  population  of  Persia  is 
still  composed  of  nomads,  and  all  travel 
and  freightage  are  still,  as  of  old,  conduct- 
ed by  means  of  horses,  asses,  camels,  and 
mules,  even  though  it  be  the  choice  wares 
and  inventions  of  Europe,  which  they 
carry  from  the  frontier  over  lofty  rocky 
passes  to  the  royal  saloons  of  Teheran. 
It  is  at  early  morning,  after  a  long  toil- 


218 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


some  niglit  over  tlie  nioinitaiiis  and  plains, 
that  these  caravans  enter  the  gates  of  Te- 
heran, Avith  the  tinkle  of  donkej'  bells  or 
the  sonorous,  monotonous  clang-  of  the 
larger  bell  which  announces  the  stately 
march  of  the  otherwise  noiseless  train  of 
camels.  Here  and  there  among  the  con- 
fused throng  of  beasts  of  burden  and  vo- 
ciferous drivers  surging  into  the  capital, 
one  sees  some  man  of  rank  coming  from 
Mesched  or  Ispahan.  He  is  of  dignified 
mien  and  dark  but  handsome  features, 
and  is  superbly  mounted.  A  train  of 
mounted  attendants  clear  the  way  for  his 
approach,  and  pei'haps  his  wives  are  also 
with  him  in  tachtravans,  or  litters,  borne 
by  mules,  or  in  kajevehs,  which  are  cov- 
ered boxes  slung  on  each  side  of  a  mule. 
Attaching  ourselves  to  this  imposing  train, 
and  borrowing  some  of  its  splendor,  we 
enter  the  Gate  of  Mesched,  so  called  be- 
cause one  coming  from  that  celebrated 
shrine  of  the  Sheah  faith,  and  from  the 
now  famous  frontier  of  Afghanistan  in 
dispute  between  England  and  Russia, 
must  enter  Teheran  at  this  point.  It  is  a 
lofty  arched  structure,  resembling  a  Ro- 
man triumphal  arcli  in  size  and  plan.  It 
is  crowned  with  four  pinnacles,  and  the 
entire  surface  is  decorated  with  elegant 
geometric  designs  composed  of  glazed 
bricks  of  several  indestructible  colors. 

Having  fairly  entered  the  city,  one  is 
surprised  to  find  a  bustling,  thriving  place 
of  180,000  people,  rapidly  spreading  out  in 
all  directions,  and  destined  soon  to  out- 
grow the  limits  now  prescribed  by  the  ex- 
tensive earth-works  and  fosse  laid  out  in 
modern  style  of  fortification  by  the  late 
General  Biiler,  who  captured  Herat  under 
Mohammed  Shah.  The  nucleus  or  centre 
of  the  city  is  composed  of  the  Ark,  or  the 
vast  inclosure  which  embraces  the  palace 
now  occupied  b}^  the  Shah  and  the  Foreign 
and  War  offices,  with  the  arsenal  and  bar- 
racks. Adjoining  the  Ark  are  the  exten- 
sive covered  bazars,  the  finest  in  the  East 
after  those  of  Constantinople,  less  mag- 
niticent,  perhaps,  in  the  external  display 
of  goods,  but  more  solidly  and  elegantly 
constructed.  From  the  centre  the  city 
radiates  in  all  directions,  occupying  the 
space  of  a  European  city  of  thrice  the  pop- 
ulation, owing  to  the  numerous  and  ex- 
tensive gardens  it  includes,  and  the  large 
ground-plan  of  the  dwellings.  It  is  now 
divided  into  the  so-called  Old  and  New 
parts,  the  latter  being  laid  out  with  con- 
siderable   regularity,  with   broad    streets 


lined  with  trees,  parks,  and  esplanades. 
Avenues  of  trees  by  the  street  sides  are 
not,  however,  a  feature  of  Teheran  bor- 
rowed, as  one  might  hastily  suppose,  from 
European  usage.  The  finest  avenues  of 
Ispahan  and  Shiraz  were  thus  beautified 
in  the  palmy  days  of  Shah  Abbas  and  the 
good  Kerini  Khan,  the  Zend. 

Open  water-courses,  distril)uting  water 
to  all  })arts  of  the  city,  are  on  either  side 
of  these  avenues  of  Teheran,  and  daily  the 
dust  is  laid  by  sakkahs,  or  water-carriers, 
who  also  supply  the  tea-shops  and  fami- 
lies of  the  better  class  with  drinking  wa- 
ter from  sources  presumed  to  be  uncon- 
taminated  by  the  impurities  defiling  the 
ordinary  connaughts,  or  channels.  Wa- 
ter is  the  most  precious  article  in  Persia. 
Agriculture  is  entirely  dependent  upon  ir- 
rigation, while  the  depth  to  which  wells 
nnist  be  carried,  and  the  absence  of  either 
rain  or  dew  for  ten  months,  require  the 
expenditure  of  enormous  labor  and  trea- 
sure to  ]>ring  water  from  the  mountains, 
or  to  divert  the  few  existing  streams  into 
the  public  service. 

We  entered  Teheran  in  the  morning, 
and  following  the  direction  taken  by  the 
caravan, we  came  to  one  of  the  numerous 
caravansaries,  which  serve  at  once  as  inns 
for  the  lodging  of  strangers,  and  depots 
for  the  deposit  of  goods  until  distributed. 
On  the  countr}^  roads  they  are  generally 
small,  and  the  animals  and  loads  rest  out- 
side in  the  open,  generally  free  from 
molestation,  for  the  'country  is  at  present 
in  good  order,  and  far  more  safe  from 
brigandage  than  the  disturbed  adjoining 
territories  of  Turkey.  Men  of  wealth  or 
position  travelling  in  Persia  usually  send 
in  advance  and  hire  a  house  during  their 
stay  in  a  place,  or  they  are  entertained  by 
friends.  The  vaunted  hospitality  of  old- 
en times,  still  in  full  vogue  in  Oriental 
countries,  is  no  indication  of  superior 
amiability  or  breeding;  it  is  the  result  of 
circumstances — a  system  of  mutual  ac- 
commodation under  unavoidable  condi- 
tions, in  which  the  host  dispenses  a  court- 
esy which  he  knows  he  may  need  in  turn. 
But  the  men  of  the  middle  and  lower 
classes  generally  resort  to  the  caravan- 
saries, where  they  take  a  room,  cook 
their  own  meals,  and  sleep  on  a  rug  they 
carry  with  them.  In  Teheran  it  is  usual 
for  a  traveller  to  resort  to  an  inn  where 
he  may  find  fellow-townsmen.  Availing 
myself  of  this  fact  in  several  instances 
when  I  was  obliged  to  cause  the  arrest  of 
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f ug"itive  criminals,  I  was  able  to  trace  and 
secure  them  through  information  obtain- 
ed from  those  sojourning  there. 

After  unloading  his  goods,  the  travel- 
ling merchant  finds  it  next  in  order  to 
take  a  bath,  which  is  one  of  the  institu- 


practice.  They  resemble  the  Turkish 
baths,  but  in  those  of  Persia  the  cold 
plunge  bath  in  an  immense  tank  is  a  most 
important  feature.  The  water  in  these 
tanks  becomes  foul  from  frequent  use  and 
insufficient  care  to  change  it,  and  diseases 
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tions  of  Persia.  Public  baths  abound  at 
Teheran,  and  every  one  visits  them  at 
least  once  a  week ;  many  do  it  daily.  The 
wealthy  have  private  baths  attached  to 
their  houses,  which  are  sometimes  elegant 
and  luxurious.  Christians  are  never  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  public  baths  of  Persia— 
a  point  in  which  the  Persians  are  far  more 
fanatical  than  the  Turks.  But  I  am  able 
to  judge, from  several  private  baths  I  have 
■entered,  what  are  the  arrangements  and 
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are  undoubtedly  thus  communicated.  Not- 
withstanding this  fact,  these  public  baths 
are  in  the  main  useful  and  indispensable 
institutions  in  such  a  climate. 

After  completing  his  bath,  the  Persian 
traveller  goes  to  the  bazars,  to  transact 
the  business  which  brought  him  to  Tehe- 
ran. This  net-work  of  covered  streets  is 
cool  even  when  the  heat  is  unbearable 
elsewhere.  Where  two  streets  meet,  the 
roof  forms  a  Saracenic  dome,  groined  or 
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elegantly  decorated  with  the  beautiful 
honey -comb  work  called  Saracenic,  al- 
though in  reality  Persian  in  its  origin. 
Each  trade  or  fabric  has  certain  streets 
allotted,  the  dealers  in  carpets  and  em- 
broideries in  one  street,  the  shoe-makers 
in  another,  the  workers  in  brass  in  an- 
other, the  cotton  beaters  and  weavers  in 
still  another  street,  and  so  on.  In  each 
avenue,  however,  are  found  confectionery 
or  bakers'  shops  or  eating  shops,  where 
one  gets  kebabs,  ragouts,  and  the  various 
native  dishes  of  rice,  classified  under  the 
general  heads  of  chillo  and  pillo.  All 
the  shops  are  open  to  the  street  like  booths, 
the  buyer  standing  outside,  liable  to  be 
jostled  or  run  over  by  the  ever-shifting, 
bustling,  confused  throng  of  pedestrians, 
and  riders,  porters,  horses,  and  loaded 
mules. 

Of  course  business  is  not  confined  to 
the  bazars  or  covered  market.  Grocers, 
hucksters,  butchers,  carpenters,  or  black- 
smiths are  found  in  every  quarter.  It  is 
curious  to  see,  with  all  this  thriving  ac- 
tivity and  apparently  complex  artificial- 
ity of  a  busy  capital,  a  prevailing  simpli- 


city which  carries  one  back  to  primitive 
times  or  nomadic  usages.      Evei'vthing 
is  open  to  the  public.      The  carpenter 
finds  his  shop  too  small  for  the  window- 
sash  he   is  framing ;   the  good  fellow 
takes  it  out  to  the   shady  side   of  the 
street,  and  shapes  it  on  the  pavement, 
regardless  of  passers-by.     The  carpen- 
ters of  Teheran  are  a  curiously  inde- 
pendent set,  who  require  so  little  to  live 
on  that   they  spend  half  the   time   in 
sleeping  and  smoking;  this  habit  is  en- 
couraged by  the  fact  that  custom  allows 
them  to  have  an  advance  on  what  they 
are  to  receive  for  a  job,  ostensibly  to  buy 
the  materials ;  but,  if  lazy,  they  spend  it 
in  smoking,  and  then  have  to  resort  to 
makeshifts  to  get  their  wood  and  nails. 
They  are  clever  fellows,  however,  and 
do  very  good  work  when  in  the  mood ; 
but  they  labor  under  great  disadvan- 
tages, for,  having  no  wood  like  our  soft 
pine,  with  a  smooth,  tenacious,  but  easi- 
ly worked  fibre,  they  must  make  even 
the  simplest  objects  out  of  the  chenar, 
the  poplar,  the  hard  pine,  and  the  wal- 
nut, and  this,  too,  with  tools  far  inferior 
to  ours.     The  saw,  the  Persian  carpen- 
ter draws  toward  him  in  cutting;  in- 
stead of  a  hatchet,  he  uses  an  adze,  at 
the    imminent   risk    of   splitting   him- 
self asunder;  in  order  to  saw  a  bit  of 
plank,  he  squats  on  the  ground  and  holds 
the  wood  between  his  toes.     In  one  re- 
spect the  Persian  has,  I  think,  a  means  for 
drilling  holes   superior  to  our  common 
gimlet.      It  is  practically  a  drill,  which  is 
worked   by  a    bow  and   cord,  the   latter 
twisted  around  the  handle  of  the  drill. 
The  hole  is  made  Avith  much  less  effort 
than  Avith  the  ordinary  gimlet,  especially 
in  hard  wood. 

The  out-of-door-ness  of  Teheran  life  is 
again  seen  in  the  publicity  of  the  schools, 
which  are  open  to  the  street  exactly  like 
the  shops.  The  old  master,  with  goggles 
on  his  nose,  glances  alternately  at  the 
passers-by  in  the  street  and  on  the  pupils 
seated  on  their  heels  in  rows  before  him, 
and  reciting  their  lesson  in  chorus.  The 
barber  performs  his  functions  in  the  same 
public  manner,  barber  and  barbered  alike 
being  indifferent  to  the  common  gaze  ; 
but,  in  fact,  the  sight  is  so  ordinary,  no 
one  notices  it.  As  it  is  the  custom  and 
law  for  Persians  to  shave  the  head,  it  is 
evident  that  the  barber  is  a  person  of 
some  consequence  there,  and  he  adds  to 
it  by  pulling  teeth,  leeching,  and  vene- 
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section,  the  latter  a  very  important  pur- 
suit in  Persia,  for  even  well  persons  are 
in  the  habit  of  being"  bled  once  or  twice  a 
month  as  a  preventive  to  disease,  while 
the  slightest  colic  or  neuralgic  pain  sends 
them  in  haste  to  the  barber,  who  at  the 
same  time  gives  them  in  return  advice 
ad  libitum  and  the  latest  scandal  of  the 
neighborhood  as  a  panacea  to  the  soul  of 
the  patient.  It  is  the  custom,  also,  to  bleed 
horses  once  a  month  in  Persia.  As  the 
Persian  horses  are  in  every  way  admira- 
ble, and  possess  great  endurance,  and  as 
the  Persians  have  in  all  ages  been  noted 
for  their  knowledge  and  management  of 
horses,  it  would  seem  that  this  custom  is 
at  least  not  injurious,  and  possibly  in  such 
a  climate  has  decided  advantages. 

The  baker  is  another  absurd  character 
of  Teheran,  who  has  the  faculty  of  pur- 
suing his  vocation  in  violation  of  all  Occi- 
dental notions  about  professional  secrets. 
Whatever  the  baker  of  Teheran  does  is 
done  "free  and  above-board,"  and  if  the 
customer  is  cheated,  he  has  only  himself 
to  blame.  He  kneads  and  rolls  his  bread 
before  the  public,  flattens  the  loaves  into 
long  thin   sheets  on  his  bare  arms,  and 


after  the  bread  is  baked,  lays  it  on  a  ledge 
in  the  street  wall  by  his  shop  to  dry,  or 
flings  it  over  his  shoulder  like  so  many 
sides  of  leather,  and  peddles  it.  This 
bread,  which,  when  baked,  is  only  the 
tenth  part  of  an  inch  thick,  is  very  pala- 
table when  just  from  the  oven,  and  even 
foreigners  come  to  prefer  it  to  any  other, 
for  it  is  sweet  and  easily  digested. 

But  the  growing  heat  of  mid-day  sug- 
gests that  the  hour  for  lunch  and  repose 
has  arrived.  The  noonday  meal  is  light, 
composed  of  fruit,  grapes,  figs,  or  melons, 
with  salads  and  bread.  After  it  perhaj^s 
follows  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  kalian,  and 
then  a  nap,  in  which  high  and  low  par- 
ticipate. In  the  middle  of  the  day,  dur- 
ing- the  warm  season,  the  whole  city,  the 
very  streets  and  walls,  seem  asleep,  gradu- 
ally waking  again  as  the  sun  begins  to 
approach  the  west.  After  his  siesta,  the 
Teheranee  says  his  prayers,  or  is  supposed 
to  say  them:  in  spite  of,  or  perhax^s  as  a 
result  of,  their  intense  external  fanaticism, 
the  modern  Persians  are  but  little  addicted 
to  praying;  their  religion  is  rather  like 
a  shibboleth,  a  mot  d'ordre  to  swear  by, 
than  a  code  of  guidance  to  shape  life  and 
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character.  But  tlie  Per.sians  are  not 
singular  in  this  respect  at  tlie  present  day. 
After  another  smoke,  the  Persian  gentle- 
man sallies  forth  toward  the  cool  of  the 
evening  with  a  rosary  in  liis  hand,  at- 
tended by  a  servant  or  companion. 

It  is  the  hour  of  peace;  a  rosy  light 
bathes  the  house-tops,  but  the  stately  av- 
enues leading  north  and  south  are  in  shad- 
ow, and  cooled  by  the  water  thrown  by  the 
sakkahs.  The  tender  evening  light  also 
rests  on  the  snowy  crests  of  the  vast  ridge 
of  the  Shim  Iran,  or  Light  of  Persia,  which 
soai'S  to  a  height  of  13,000  feet  across  the 
northern  side  of  the  plain,  but  nine  miles 
away.  The  evening  glow,  before  it  fades 
into  twilight,  lingers  last  on  the  snowy 
cone  of  Demavend,  21,000  feet  high,  ever 
present  in  every  view,  like  the  presiding 
genius  that  protects  the  capital  of  Persia. 

With  slow  and  dignified  steps  the  Per- 
sian gentlemen  stroll  through  these  invit- 
ing avenues,  engaged  in  genial  converse. 
Their  long  robes, their  massive  beards,  their 
lofty  caps  or  voluminous  turbans,  give 
them  a  lofty  stateliness  as  the}'  wend  along, 
undisturbed  by  the  numerous   horses  or 


carriages,  or  the  liideously  unkempt  and 
filthy  dervishes  who  claim  alms  on  ac- 
count of  their  sanctified  rags. 

At  this  hour  the  t6a-houses  are  in  full 
blast.  The  reader  may  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  national  beverage  of  Persia 
is  not  coffee, but  tea.  One  would  naturally 
suppose  that  a  country  so  near  Araby 
the  Blest  and  the  aromatic  groves  of  Mo- 
cha would,  like  the  Turks,  prefer  coffee. 
Of  course  a  great  deal  of  coffee,  prepared 
in  the  Turkish  way,  is  consumed  by  the 
Persians,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they 
are  essentially  a  tea-drinking  race,  drink- 
ing it  in  vast  quantities,  flavored  with  lem- 
on or  tourchee,  which  is  the  prepared  juice 
of  the  lime, and  sweetened  almost  to  a  syr- 
up. The  habit  is  probabh^  the  result  of 
the  commercial  intercourse  which  at  an 
early  period  existed  between  Persia  and 
China,  and  which,  as  is  now  well  known, 
gave  an  impulse  to  the  arts  of  Persia,  of 
which  evidences  appear  at  various  stages 
of  her  aesthetic  history.  At  Teheran  the 
tea-houses  take  the  place  of  the  coffee- 
houses of  Constantinople.  One  meets 
them  at  every  turn,  of  every  rank,  but  all 
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alike  resorts  for  rest, leisure, and  entertain- 
ment. There  one  may  see  public  dancers, 
who  by  law  are  now  invariably  men,  al- 
thoug"h  women  of  questionable  repute  con- 
trive to  evade  the  laws  sometimes  and  ex- 
hibit in  the  harems.  The  male  dancers 
are  brought  up  to  this  vocation  from  boy- 
hood, and  invariably  wear  long  hair  in 
imitation  of  women,  and  shave  their  faces 
smooth. 

What  interests  an  intelligent  European 
more  at  these  tea-houses  than  the  dances 
are  the  recitations  from  the  poets.     The 
songs  of  Hafiz  may  be  heard  there,  and  en- 
tire cantos  from  the  great  epic  of  Ferdoon- 
see,  repeated  with  loud,  sonorous  modula- 
tion, heard  sometimes  at  quite  a  distance 
at  the  more  inspiring  passages,  and  list- 
ened to  with  enthusiastic  rapture.    Here, 
too,  one  may  hear  the  Arabian  Nights 
tales    given    without    any   attempt    at 
expurgation,   exactly   as    in    a    recent 
translation.     The  reader  will  recollect 
that   the    characters    in    the    Arabian 
Nights  are  constantly  and  at  every  op- 
portunity quoting  long  and  apx^ropriate 
passages  from  the  poets.      This  may  to 
the  European  appear  to  be  an  affecta- 
tion or  a  freak  of  poetic  license  on  the 
part  of  the  author  of  these  tales.      On 
the  contrary,  he  was  simply  giving  us 
another  of  those  traits  of  Oriental  char- 
acter the  record  of  which  has  given  to 
those  inimitable  narratives  immortality 
as  the  finest  picture  ever  given  of  the 
life  of  the  East,  which,  after  thousands 
of  years,  is  only  just  beginning  to  feel 
the  transforming  influence  of  Western 
civilization. 

As  one  continues  his  ramble  through 
Teheran  at  this  hour,  he  sees  a  crowd 
amused  by  baboons  dancing  to  the  beat 
of  tambourines — animals  which,  if  they 
do  not  get  all  the  happiness  they  de- 
serve, at  least  well  fulfill  their  mission 
in  ministering  to  the  pleasure  of  myri- 
ads by  their  absurd  antics  and  grimaces. 
Or  we  see  a  chained  lioness  put  through 
her  paces,  or,  fatigued  by  the  part  she 
has  been  forced  to  play  in  life,  and  un- 
able to  escape  from  it  by  suicide,  is  sleep- 
ing heavily  on  the  pavement.  But  one 
of  the  most  common  spectacles  of  Tehe- 
ran in  the  late  afternoon — a  sight  which 
always  draws  a  crowd — is  a  match  of 
trained  wrestlers,  or  athletes  exercising 
with  clubs,  at  both  of  which  the  Per- 
sians are  very  expert,  although  they 
make  no  great  figure  in  jugglery. 


The  afternoon  is  also  the  time  when  the 
gentlemen  of  Teheran  exchange  calls. 
A  gentleman  in  Persia  never  calls  on  a 
lady ;  he  does  not  even  dare  to  inquire  aft- 
er her  health,  or  even  mention  her  to  her 
husband.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  ex- 
change of  visits  is  a  most  formidable  af- 
fair at  Teheran,  affording  an  opportunity 
for  the  full  display  of  the  elaborate  eti- 
quette for  which  Persia  has  always  been 
celebrated.  I  make  no  apology  for  de- 
scribing with  some  minuteness  the  details 
of  such  a  visit,  as  doubtless  no  such  social 
ceremony  is  elsewhere  in  v^ogue  to  such  a 
degree  at  the  present  day.  All  the  cere- 
monies attending  such  an  affair  are  shaded 
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off  to  the  finest  point,  and  are  expected  to 
form  part  of  the  education  of  every  Per- 
sian, or,  in  fact,  to  be  a  second  nature  to 
him. 

Before  makinpf  the  visit,  a  servant  is 
sent,  generally  the  previous  day,  to  an- 
nounce it.  The  rank  of  tlie  servant  who 
is  sent  is  suited  to  the  rank  of  the  gentle- 
man who  is  to  receive  the  call.  If  a  per- 
son of  very  high  rank  is  to  call  on  one  of 
similar  position,  it  is  considered  eminently- 
proper  to  announce  and  accept  the  visit 
in  an  autograph  note.  If  the  caller  is  of 
the  higher  rank,  he  simply  states  that  he 
proposes  to  call  at  such  an  hour;  if  of 
equal  or  lower  rank,  he  asks  permission  to 
call.  The  call  must  ])e  made  on  horseback 
or  in  a  carriage,  and  the  number  of  mount- 
ed attendants  depends  upon  the  rank  of  the 
person  visited.  Xenophon  in  liis  Anab- 
asis states  it  as  a  custom  peculiar  to  the 
Persians  that  they  always  went  abroad 
accompanied  by  many  retainers.  The 
usage  exists  to  this  day,  and  is  still  carried 
to  such  a  degree  that  it  has  a  material  ef- 
fect on  the  resources  of  the  country,  so 
large  is  the  number  of  servants  who  are 
consumers  but  not  producers.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  in  his  employ  two  thousand 
men,  of  whom  many,  as  well  as  their  fa- 
thers, have  been  in  his  famih^  all  their 
lives.  He  rarely  goes  out  with  less  than 
sixty  to  one  hundred  attendants.  There 
are  many  gentlemen  at  Teheran  whose 
households  include  one  hundred  domes- 
tics. Most  of  them  are  assigned  some 
special  duty,  but  often  a  number  are  mere- 
ly retained  to  assist  in  the  display-  of  the 
menage,  fed  by,  and  receiving  the  i)rotec- 
tion  of,  their  lord,  and  picking  up  pish- 
kesli,  or  presents,  as  they  can. 

On  approaching  the  house,  the  visitor, 
if  of  high  rank,  is  met  by  mounted  her- 
alds, who  immediately  return  at  full  speed 
to  announce  the  approach  of  the  guest. 
If  of  ver}^  high  rank,  the  host  will  try 
sometimes  to  see  the  effect  on  his  guest 
by  coming  into  the  reception-room  after 
the  arrival  of  the  guest.  Supposing  that 
he  has  not  tried  such  a  manoeuvre,  a  court- 
eous skirmish  occurs  when  the  guest  en- 
ters the  door;  each  seeks  to  outdo  the 
other  in  politeness,  while  each  is  exceed- 
ingly careful  not  to  accept  or  allow  a  po- 
sition to  which  he  is  not  entitled  by  rank. 
The  corner  of  the  room  the  most  remote 
from  the  entrance  is  the  place  of  honor ;  the 
guest,  if  he  outranks  the  host,  w^hile  stren- 
uously declining  to  take  that  seat,  will  be 


very  careful  that  his  host  does  not  occupy 
it  instead,  and  quite  as  careful  not  to  ac- 
cept it  if  of  inferior  rank,  although  urged, 
for  to  do  so  under  such  circumstances 
would  be  to  affront  the  host,  and  invite 
an  affront  in  return.  I  should  state  here 
that  the  host  advances  outside  of  the  door 
of  the  reception-room  to  receive  one  of 
superior  rank;  meets  him  at  the  door  if 
of  equal  rank,  and  leads  him  by  the  hand 
to  his  seat;  goes  half-way  the  length  of 
the  apartment  to  meet  one  of  slightly  in- 
ferior rank,  but  does  not  condescend  to 
advance  a  step  for  a  guest  far  below  in 
social  or  official  ])osition.  When  the 
host  and  guest  are  of  equal  rank,  chairs  or 
cushions  are  arranged  in  equal  position 
opposite  the  refreshment  table,  and  so  on 
through  all  the  various  social  grades. 
Other  things  being  equal,  the  left  hand, 
and  not  the  right,  is  the  place  of  honor. 

The  serving  of  refreshments  is  another 
important  question,  regulated  b}'  undevi- 
ating  custom.  The  luizir,  or  head  stew- 
ard of  the  household,  enters  in  his  stock- 
ing feet,  ushering  in  a  number  of  servants 
equal  to  the  number  to  be  served.  If  host 
and  guest  are  of  equal  rank,  the  cup  is 
])resented  to  each  exactly  at  the  same  mo- 
ment; but  if  one  outranks  the  other,  he  is 
first  served.  When  there  is  present  a 
member  of  the  royal  family,  or  one  of  the 
cabinet  or  council  of  the  Shah,  or  a  foreign 
minister,  the  servants  must  always  retire 
backward  to  the  door.  The  number  and 
character  of  the  refreshments  depend  on 
the  rank,  the  hour,  and  the  season.  In 
the  morning  tea  is  served  once.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  guest  being  of  equal  or 
higher  rank,  he  is  first  served  Avith  tea  in 
dainty  glasses.  This  is  followed  by  the 
kalian,  or  water-pipe,  which  differs  from 
the  Turkish  nargileh  by  having  a  short 
straight  stem.  In  it  is  smoked  the  tobac- 
co called  tumbakee,  a  species  grown  only 
in  Persia.  That  of  Shiraz  is  very  delicate 
in  flavor,  and  the  best.  The  tumbakee 
must  first  be  soaked  in  water  and  squeezed 
like  a  sponge,  or  it  will  cause  vertigo.  A 
live  coal  made  from  the  root  of  the  vine 
is  placed  on  the  tobacco,  and  the  smoke  is 
drawn  through  water  with  a  gentle  in- 
haling, depositing  the  oil  in  its  passage 
through  the  water.  When  several  per- 
sons of  equal  rank  are  being  served,  it  is 
the  proper  thing  to  bring  an  equal  num- 
ber of  lighted  pipes;  but  if  one  present 
outranks  all  the  others,  only  one  pipe  is 
brought  in,  vrhich  is  handed  to  him.     Be- 
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fore  smoking,  he  makes  a  feint  of  offering 
it  in  turn  to  all  present,  but  woe  be  to  him 
wlio  incautiously  accepts  it  before  he  of 
higher  rank  has  first  smoked,  for  he  will 
be  made  to  feel  the  withering  scorn  of 
wliicli  a  Persian  gentleman  is  capable. 
I  knew  of  such  an  instance.  The  pipe 
was  offered,  by  the  host  in  this  i^erfuncto- 


After  the  first  kalian,  tea  is  served 
again,  followed  by  a  second  pipe.  After 
a  proper  interval,  whose  length  is  regu- 
lated by  the  acceptability  of  the  visit,  cof- 
fee is  served  in  tiny  cups,  followed,  in  turn 
by  the  pipe.  This  is  the  signal  that  the 
limit  of  the  entertainment  has  been  reach- 
ed, and  the  guest  in  honeyed  words  ex- 
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ry  manner  to  one  of  lower  rank,  and  it 
was  accepted ;  but  when  he  of  lower  rank 
had  smoked  and  returned  it  to  the  other, 
the  host  ordered  the  servant  to  take  out 
the  pipe,  wash  it  thoroughly,  and  prepare 
it  afresh.  The  Mestofi  -  Mamolek,  the 
highest  man  in  Persia  after  the  king, 
has  not  smoked  for  forty  years.  He  took 
a  solemn  resolution  against  tobacco,  be- 
cause, when  a  young  man,  the  kalian  was 
on  one  occasion  given  in  his  presence  to 
a  man  whom  he  considered  of  lower  rank 
before  it  was  offered  to  him.  He  dashed 
aside  the  pipe,  and  swore  never  to  smoke 
again,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
being  again  subjected  to  such  an  affront. 


presses  his  acknowledgments  for  the  court- 
esy of  the  host,  and  requests  permission 
to  depart.  When  the  Persian  new  year 
begins,  with  the  spring  equinox,  the  season 
is  indicated  by  the  substitution  of  a  cool 
sherbet  for  the  first  cup  of  tea,  and  some- 
times of  an  ice  in  the  place  of  the  coffee; 
but  after  the  September  equinoctial  the 
tea  and  coffee  are  resumed.  These  may 
seem  trivial  matters,  but  in  Persia  they 
have  great  weight;  and  not  only  is  the 
taste  of  the  host  indicated  by  the  quality 
and  style  of  the  refreshments,  but  the  sa- 
voir-faire and  the  rank  of  the  guest  are 
weighed  by  his  bearing  on  such  an  occa- 
sion.    It  is  of  no  slight  importance  that 
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a  European  in  Persia  should  understand 
these  laws  of  etiquette ;  otherwise  he  is  lia- 
ble not  only  to  have  his  breeding  as  a  gen- 
tleman misunderstood,  but  to  be  assigned 
purposely  such  an  inferior  rank  that  he 
loses  influence,  while  by  strongly  assert- 
ing his  claim  to  all  the  privileges  which 
he  has  the  right  to  expect  and  demand, 
suitable  to  his  rank,  he  receives  the  re- 
spect which  is  his  due,  but  which  no  Per- 
sian will  give  except  when  he  sees  him 
firm  on  these  j)oints. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  considering  life 
at  Teheran  as  it  appears  in  public  to  a 
man.  From  this  aspect  it  appears  to  be 
an  open-air,  a  public  existence.  But  there 
is  another  phase  to  life  in  Persia  of  which 
even  he  who  lives  years  in  that  country 
knows  little  and  sees  less — a  state  of  mys- 
tery, a  system  hidden  in  the  midst  of  a 
city  busy  and  apparently  open  to  the 
widest  publicity.  I  refer  to  the  domes- 
tic life  of  Persia,   and   the  existence   of 


woman  in  that  landof  romance  and  song. 
Without  woman, how  can  there  be  romance 
and  song  ?  and  where  are  the  Avomen  of 
Teheran  ?  and  how  is  the  poet  who  would 
sing  their  praises  to  see  and  appreciate  the 
charms  that  quicken  the  chords  of  his 
lyre  ?  Pope  has  said. and  been  applauded 
for  ages  for  saying,  that  "  the  proper  study 
of  mankind  is  man."  I  venture  to  assert 
that  the  great  sage  and  satirist  stated  only 
half  a  trutb,  and  showed  that  he  but  dim- 
ly perceived  the  complex  character  of  wo- 
man, or  he  would  have  said,  instead,  "The 
proper  study  of  mankind  is  woman." 
But  at  Teheran  one  sees  but  rarely  the 
face  of  a  woman,  unless  she  be  a  Nestori- 
an,  an  Armenian,  or  a  Guebre,  or  Fire- 
worshipper,  who  all  go  but  slightly  dis- 
guised, or  if  he  be  a  Mussulman,  in  which 
case  he  may  have  all  the  concubines  he 
pleases.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  there 
are  still  about  twenty-five  thousand  Gue- 
bres  left  in  Persia;  persecuted   from  the 
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time  of  the  Mohainmedan  conquest,  a  few 
faithful  ones  still  cling-  to  the  cult  of  Cy- 
rus and  Darius.  Unlike  tlie  Mohammed- 
an Persians,  they  have  intermarried  with 
no  otlier  race,  and  thus  present  to-day  the 
original  Persian  race. 


secular  law  called  the  Urf,  based  on  oral 
traditions  and  practice,  and  employed  in 
unimportant  cases;  but  the  Shahr  is  al- 
ways the  final  authority.  The  laws  re- 
lating to  marriage  and  the  relations  of 
the  sexes  are  a  marvel  of  minuteness,  and 
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The  laws  of  Persia  are  theocratic.  They 
are  founded  on  the  Koran,  and  a  system 
has  been  deduced  which,  like  the  common 
law,  consists  of  the  opinions  of  priests  of 
especial  sanctity  and  wisdom.  This  code 
is  called  the  Shahr.     There  is  a  lesser  and 


form  the  most  extraordinary  reading  in 
existence.  As  it  is  simply  impossible  for 
any  one  to  remember  and  practice  every 
one  of  the  regulations  which  govern  the 
great  question  of  the  sexes  and  domestic 
life,  a  large  portion  of  this  burdensome 
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code  is  practically  a  dead  letter:  but 
enoiigrh  yet  !*eiiiains  in  practice  to  pinxluce 
an  exli-aoiilinary  system.  Every  Pei*sian 
liouse  is  oonstructeil  upon  a  plan  of  secre- 
cy :  no  windows  aiv  visible  from  the  streets ; 
but  the  interior  is  constructeil  ai-ound  sev- 
eral courts,  with  lovely  g-ai\lens,  tanks, 
shrubbery,  and  even  luxuriant  grroves  of 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  of  all  of  which  one  ob- 


Persian"  it  takes  the  place  of  a  club — the 
more  so  as  clubs,  theatres,  and  other 
places  for  eveninof  resort  would  not  l>e 
permitteil  in  Persia.  The  influence  of  the 
women  would  be  sufficient  to  pi-event  the 
establishment  of  institutions  which  would 
i-esult  in  a  complete  i-evei-sal  of  the  present 
domestic  system.  Knowing"  nothing  bet- 
ter, and  able  to  compass  their  ends  with 


tains  not  the  slightest  hint  from  the  street. 
In  the  main  dwelling  the  master  of  the 
house  lives  and  transacts  business  during 
the  day.  But  his  business  over,  he  i-etires 
for  the  night  to  his  anderoou.  which  is  the 
quarter  of  the  residence  devoted  to  the 
women.  The  anderoon  is  jealously  guard- 
ed by  the  eunuch,  and  no  man  ever  enters 
it  but  the  pi*oprietor.  When  he  is  thei-e 
in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  he  can  not  be 
disturbed:  it  is  sufficient  to  say  to  any 
one  who  inquires  for  him.  "He  is  in  his 
anderoon.  *  This  is  an  asylum  fi-om  out- 
ward cares  which  it  would  be  well  to  im- 
port into  the  United  States  for  those  who 
seek  effectual  quiet  and  repose.     To  the 


matlei-s  as  they  are.  being  accustomed  to 
them,  the  women  of  Persia  are  satisfied 
to  have  the  system  continue.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  hastily  to  conclude  that  this 
indicates  a  low  order  of  intellect  or  an  ab- 
ject spirit.  If  uneducated  according  to  our 
ideas,  the  Persian  women,  fi-om  all  I  can 
gather,  are  by  no  means  stupid,  and  enjoy 
an  influence  and  a  controlling  power  in  do- 
mestic and  state  affaii-s  not  inferior  to  that 
of  women  elsewhere,  only  it  finds  expres- 
sion by  different  methods.  It  is  not  the 
semblance  of  power  that  is  to  be  feareil. 
but  the  unseen  power  behind  the  throne: 
and  I  can  affirm  emphatically  that  in  no 
couutrv  do  women  have  more  influence 
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than  in  Persia,  where  they  are  content  to 
be  the  power  behind  the  throne. 

It  is  true,  the  laws  of  the  country  ap- 
pear at  first  sight  to  discriminate  against 
the  women.  Divorce,  for  example,  is 
eas\'  for  the  man  but  difficult  for  the  wo- 
man who  has  a  grievance.  The  husband 
may  dismiss  his  wife  by  saying  three 
times.  ''You  are  divorced." 

Besides  the  usual  form  of  marriage, 
which  is  presumably  for  life,  there  is  the 
temporary  marriage.  During  the  period 
agreed  upon,  which  must  be  specified  in  a 
written  contract,  neither  party  can  be  di- 
vorced from  the  other.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  ladies  of  social  position  to  prefer 
this  form,  as,  by  making  the  term  suffi- 
ciently long,  they  can  insure  themselves 
against  divorce,  and  loss  of  the  portion  or 
jointure  advanced  by  the  husband. 

Women  of  great  talents  are  occasion- 
ally found  in  the  anderoons,  skilled  in 
music,  poetry,  and  painting,  and  in  the 
diplomatic  art.  All  of  them  show  skill  in 
embroidering,  which  has  been  carried  in 
Persia  to  a  degree  never  elsewhere  sur- 
passed. According  to  Persian  law,  a  hus- 
band must  divide  his  time  equally  among 
his  wives :  but  if  he  has  one  he  prefers,  she 
can  generally  arrange  with  the  others  by 
presents  to  have  part  of  the  time  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  Diplomacy,  intrigue, 
and  influence  in  Persia  are  dependent  in 
a  large  measure  on  the  force  of  character 
displayed  by  the  women.  If  a  man  wishes 
to  influence  another  in  an  alfair  of  impor- 
tance, he  manages  it  by  confiding  the  mat- 
ter to  one  or  all  of  his  wives,  who  in  turn 
visit  the  wives  of  the  man  to  be  influenced, 
or  the  wives  of  one  who  has  influence  over 
him.  and  by  urging  and  presents  seek  to 
attain  the  object.  Most  of  the  important 
transactions  of  Persia  are  conducted  in 
this  manner.  The  greatest  difficulties  I 
had  to  encounter  in  Persia  were  against 
the  intrigues  of  women  who  were  deputed 
to  bespeak  in  this  manner  the  opposition 
of  the  high  officers  of  the  government,  or 
of  the  Shah  himself ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  by  availing  myself  of  this 
usage  that  I  was  able  repeatedly  to  win 
the  advantage  in  certain  difficult  afi^airs. 

Tlie  profound  disguise  worn  by  the  wo- 
men of  Teheran  in  the  street,  su^^posed  by 
foreigners  to  be  a  serious  inconvenience, 
is.  under  existing  conditions,  an  enormous 
advantage,  and  the  women  themselves 
would  be  the  last  to  advocate  a  change,  so 
long  as  polygamy  exists.     Ko  argument 


is  required  to  show  Avhat  a  power  for  in- 
trigue exists  in  such  a  costume.  In  her 
mantle  or  veil,  completely  covering  her 
from  head  to  foot,  a  woman  can  go  wher- 
ever she  pleases  Avithout  the  slightest  pos- 
sibility of  detecting  her  identity,  and  not 
even  her  husband  would  dare  to  raise  her 
veil :  to  do  so  would  render  him  liable  to 
instant  death.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a 
woman  wishes  to  disclose  her  charms  to 
any  one,  she  generalh- contrives  to  find  a 
chance  to  w^ithdraw  her  veil  for  an  in- 
stant. The  rest  is  arranged  hj  third  par- 
ties, who  are  always  on  hand.  The  wo- 
men of  Teheran  can  thus  go  anywhere 
with  little  risk  of  detection:  only  the 
wives  of  the  Shah  and  of  his  sons  are  de- 
barred from  the  privilege,  never  going 
abroad  without  numerous  attendants.  The 
former  are  always  accompanied  by  the  roy- 
al guards,  who,  at  a  certain  distance  be- 
fore and  behind  the  royal  ladies,  kee-p  the 
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way  clear.  When  these  ladies  propose  to 
leave  tlie  palace,  the  event  is  announced 
by  heralds  in  all  the  streets  by  which  they 
are  to  pass;  the  shops  are  closed,  and  ev- 
ery one  is  expected  to  take  liimself  out  of 
the  way.  Until  recently  it  was  impossi- 
ble, for  this  reason,  to  construct  windows 
overlooking  the  principal  avenues,  and 
any  unlucky  pei*son  found  in  the  passage 
of  the  royal  cortege  was  put  to  death  on 


for  color  and  embroidery,  but  otherwise 
tliere  is  no  difference  in  the  home  dress 
worn  by  the  Persian  ladies  of  Teheran 
from  the  palace  to  the  meanest  hovel. 

The  simplicity  of  this  dress  is,  again,  in 
strong  contrast  with  the  very  elaborate  and 
costly  costume  worn  by  gentlemen  of  the 
court.  There  is  a  tendency  to  adopt  a  mod- 
itication  of  the  European  dress,  resembling 
a  militarv  uniform.      But  on  state  occa- 


(JL'KHKK    WOMKN. 


the  spot.  But  the  most  that  would  now 
happen  would  probably  be  that  he  would 
be  roughly  handled,  even  if  he  turned  his 
face  to  the  wall. 

There  could  hardly  be  a  greater  contrast 
than  between  the  out-of-door  and  the  in- 
door costume  of  the  ladies  of  Teheran. 
What  it  is  at  home  is  shown  by  the  picture 
on  page  233,  taken  from  a  photograph.  It 
was  formerly  more  modest,  but  this  fash- 
ion came  in  with  the  present  century.  Like 
the  costume  of  short  clothes  worn  by  men 
in  the  last  century  in  Europe,  it  requires  a 
good  figure  to  show  it  off  to  advantage. 
The  moderate  garments  worn  admit  of  con- 
siderable scope  in  the  exercise  of  a  taste 


sions  the  magnificent  and  imposing  robes 
of  office  are  worn  as  of  old,  made  of  the 
richest  stuffs  of  Cashmere  and  Kerman, 
worked  with  exquisite  designs.  At  a  roy- 
al audience  the  invariable  kolah,  or  black 
lamb-skin  cap,  is  exchanged  for  a  white  tur- 
ban, which  is  doffed  on  retiring  from  the 
royal  presence,  and  gi  ven  to  a  servant  who 
has  waited  outside  of  the  palace  gate.  As 
may  be  easily  imagined  from  the  account 
of  visiting  etiquette,  the  court  ceremonials 
of  Persia  are  of  the  most  elaborate  and 
punctilious  character,  although  indicating 
at  present  an  inclination  to  relax  a  little 
from  a  ceremonial  that  is  burdensome  in 
its  details.     It  must  be  admitted  that  such 
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pomp  is  qualified  to  give  majesty  to  a  mon- 
arch, and  to  aid  in  tlie  maintenance  of  pow- 
er in  a  despotic  government.  It  w^as  tlie 
great  court  pageants  and  ceremonials  of 
Byzantium  Avhicli  aided  to  prop  uj)  the  de- 
caying Roman  Empire  long  after  it  had 
lost  its  vitality,  presenting  by  its  continued 
existence  for  centuries  after  it  became  mor- 
.  ibund  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  phe- 
nomena in  history. 

Xusr-ed-Deen  Shah,  the  reigning  sover- 
eign of  Persia,  is  a  man  of  good  and  pro- 
gressive ideas,  patriotically  inclined,  but 
often  hampered  by  the  character  of  his  en- 
tourage and  the  menacing  aspect  of  Russia, 
frowning  upon  any  progress  in  Persia  that 
would  tend  to  add  to  the  independence 
of  an  ancient  monarchy  that  she  hopes 
eventuallv  to  absorb  without  resistance — a 


problem  that,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  likely 
to  be  as  easy  as  she  supposes.  The  Shah 
is  a  man  fond  of  the  chase,  a  bold  and  skill- 
ful marksman,  of  social  disposition,  and 
prefers,  as  far  as  possible,  to  drop  the  irk- 
some ceremonies  of  state  which  surround 
him.  On  one  occasion  he  said  to  an  ele- 
gant and  accomplished  Persian  gentleman 
whom  he  had  honored  by  a  visit  to  his  su- 
perb country-seat,  "If  only  I  could  for 
a  while  lay  aside  the  embarrassments  of 
my  position,  how  I  should  enjoy  a  free 
conversation  with  a  gentleman  of  your 
tastes  and  culture  I" 

He  gives  an  audience  to  his  ministers 
every  morning  about  six,  receives  their  re- 
ports, and  gives  his  orders  for  the  admin- 
istration of  affairs.  In  the  afternoon,  and 
sometimes  in  the  evening,  he  engages  in 
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social  converse  witli  one  or  more  of  his 
favorite  courtiei*s,  or  listens  to  the  read  in  t^ 
of  foreign  periodicals.  On  such  oc-casions 
there  is  sometimes  a  freedom  of  expres- 
sion allowed  his  courtiei-s  which  in  former 
reigns  would  have  cost  them  their  heads. 
But  Nusr-ed-Deen  Sliah  is  a  man  of  noble 
and  generous  impulses. 

The  tendency  t^  modify  the  strictness 
of  the  court  etiquette  at  Teheran  is  shown 
by  the  manner  of  receiving  foreign  minis- 
ters. His  Majesty  receives  them  standing 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  audience  cliamber, 
which  is  the  magniticent  hall  containing 
partof  the  crown  jewels,  when  an  audience 
is  granted  to  the  entire  diplomatic  corps 
on  state  occasions.  When  an  audience  is 
given  to  a  single  pei'son  for  a  special  object, 
the  king  receives  him  in  one  of  the  small- 
er but  scarcely  less  splendid  apartn»ents  of 
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the  palace.  Nothing  further  is  required 
of  the  minister  except  to  leave  his  galoches, 
or  outer  shoes,  at  the  gate  of  the  palace. 
He  is  attended  by  the  Zahiri  Douleh,  or 
master  of  ceremonies,  and  wlien  the  ma.ss- 
ive  embroidered  portiere  is  raised  and  dis- 
closes the  Shah-in-Shah  opposite  him,  re- 
splendent in  rubies  and  diamonds,  he  bows, 
and  repeats  this  njark  of  respect  when  he 
has  reached  liis  Majesty,  who  stands  as 
near  to  him  as  two  gentlemen  in  ordinary 
convei-sation.  The  minister  remains  cov- 
ered, as  indicating  the  equality  of  the  two 
powers,  and  waits  for  the  Shah  to  l>egin 
the  convei'sation.  which  becomes  free  and 
easy  if  his  Maje.sty  is  in  pleasant  humor. or 
is  favorably  inclined  to  the  minister  and 
his  country.  The  Shah  speaks  French, and 
sometimes  condescends  for  a  moment  to 
dispense  with  the  court  interpreter  and 
converse  directly  with  the  minister,  al- 
though such  condescension  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  mark  of  high  favor.  In  for- 
mer days  the  Shah  would  terminate  the 
audience  by  saying,  "You  have  leave  to 
retire;"*  but  the  present  king  simply  keeps 
silent  or  takes  a  step  back,  which  is  the 
signal  for  the  minister  to  withdraw  from 
the  "blessed  presence,"  taking  care  not  to 
turn  his  back  to  the  king  until  he  reaches 
the  door.  This  manoeuvre  is  not  an  easy 
one  when  the  entire  diplomatic  corps  at 
Teheran  is  forced  to  retire  down  a  hall  over 
a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  to 
be  careful  not  to  stumble  over  the  chairs 
of  beaten  gold  on  either  hand,  and  to  avoid 
slipping  on  the  highly  polished  pavement 
of  variegated  tiles. 

But  perhaps  I  can  not  better  describe  the 
intricate  and  time-honored  ceremonies  of 
the  court  of  Persia  than  to  give  an  account 
of  the  ceremonies  of  the  No  Rooz.  or  New- 
Year.  The  Persians,  being  now  Moham- 
medans, pretend  that  the  No  Rooz  comes  at 
that  time  because  it  is  the  birthday  of  the 
Prophet.  But  in  reality  it  is  the  time  of 
the  spring  equinox,  and  the  ancient  Per- 
sians or  Fire-worshippers  made  this  the 
time  for  the  opening  of  their  new  year. 
Traces  of  old  religious  customs  of  Persia 
still  exist,  such  as  looking  over  a  row  of 
burning  heaps  of  brushwood  the  evening 
before  No  Rooz,  and  also  the  custom  of 
hailing  the  new  moon  by  covering  the  face 
with  the  hands,  and  then,  as  the  hands  are 
withdrawn  and  the  moon  appears,  to  stand 
several  moments  in  that  position  and  offer 
a  prayer. 

The  celebration  of  the  No  Rooz  con  tin- 
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ues  for  ten  days ;  it  is  a  period  of  rejoicing-. 
All  labor  ceases ;  every  one  appears  in  a 
new  suit  of  clothes,  and  visiting*  and  feast- 
ing* are  universal.  On  the  last  day  of  No 
Rooz  the  entire  city  goes  forth  into  the 
suburbs  on  a  general 
picnic;  the  gardens  of 
the  wealthy  are  thrown 
open  to  the  public,  and 
for  the  only  time  in 
the  year  Persian  gen- 
tlemen are  accompa- 
nied by  their  wives  in  a 
promenade. 

As  the  hour  for  the 
sun  to  cross  the  line  ap- 
proaches, the  great  offi- 
cers of  the  realm  gath- 
er in  the  grand  hall  of 
audience,  around  whose 
walls  are  clustered  the 
crown  jewels,  the  most 
costly  and  magnifi- 
cent possessed  by  any 
court.  The  courtiers 
arrange  themselves  by 
prescribed  rules,  accord- 
ing to  rank,  on  each  side 
of  the  hall,  the  first  in 
order  being  assigned 
places  next  to  the  cele- 
brated peacock  throne 
brought  by  Nadir  Shah 
from  Delhi,  the  lowest 
estimate  of  whose  value 
has  been  placed  by  ex- 
perts at  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.  Between 
these  two  ranks  of  the 
distinguished  men  of 
Persia,  who  are  glitter- 
ing with  innumerable 
gems,  til  e  Shah-in-Shah, 
or  King  of  Kings,  now 
passes  with  a  slow  and 
majestic  step,  and  seats 
himself  upon  a  silk  car- 
pet, embroidered  with 
diamonds  and  pearls,  at 
the  foot  of  the  peacock 
throne. 

When  his  Majesty 
has  taken  his  place,  the 
chief  of  the  Khajars  approaches  each  cour- 
tier in  turn,  attended  by  servants  bear- 
ing trays  loaded  with  coins,  of  which  a 
portion  is  now  given  to  all  in  order,  for 
good  luck,  that  they  may  have  money  in 
their  hands  when  the  new   vear  bes^ins. 


Numerous  salvers  containing  the  fruits 
of  earth  and  water,  or  piled  with  silver 
and  gold  coins  of  Persia  of  different  de- 
nominations, are  also  laid  before  the  king, 
who  now  proceeds  to  burn  incense  on  a 
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small  brazier  until  it  is  announced  that 
the  .sun  has  crossed  the  line.  A  cannon 
proclaims  the  tidings  over  the  capital,  ac- 
companied by  the  blare  of  trumpets.  At 
the  same  instant  the  king  takes  up  a  mag- 
nificently bound  Koran  which  is  laid  be- 
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fore  him,  presses  it  to  his  forehead,  lips, 
and  bosom,  and  then  turninj^  to  the  mol- 
lahs,  says,  "  Mombarek  bashed!"— "  May 
it  be  propitious  to  you !" 

A  moUah  then  arises,  and  in  full,  rich 
voice  chants  an  invocation.  This  over, 
each  personage  present,  according  to  rank. 


kneels  before  the  Shah  and  receives  from 
the  royal  hands  a  ^ift  of  coin,  the  amount 
depending  upon  the  favor  in  which  he 
stands  with  the  king.  This  done,  each 
retires  from  the  hall  until  his  Majesty  re- 
mains alone.  In  the  evening  there  are 
other  imposing  state  ceremonies. 


A  LAxMPPUL  OF  OIL. 


MAN'S  ingenuity  in  the  production  of 
artificial  light  has  spanned  the  gap 
between  the  primitive  striking  of  flints 
and  the  brilliant  electric  glow  of  modern 
times.  Though  gas  and  electricity  are  the 
highest  forms  of  this  evolution,  petrole- 
um, soon  after  its  introduction,  as  a  cheap, 
portable,  and  brilliant  illuminant,  super- 
seded all  rivals  as  "the  poor  man's  light." 
Whale  and  kindred  oils  had  long  occupied 
this  position,  but  were  about  ready  to  re- 
sign it,  as  the  pursuit  of  tlie  v^liale  had 
driven  it  to  Northern  latitudes,  increasing 
the  cost  and  scarcity  of  its  products.  The 
aid  of  chemistry  was  invoked  to  discover 
a,  substitute.  Tiiis  was  found  in  the  dis- 
tillate of  bituminous  coals  and  shales,  and 
its  manufacture  was  largely  increasing 
when  the  drill  in  Pennsylvania  revealed 
vast  quantities  of  a  superior  natural  fluid. 
Refined  petroleum  literally  ''cast  into  the 
;shade"  all  animal,  vegetable,  and  other 
mineral  oils,  and  its  steady  flame  now  not 
only  burns  in  the  frontiersman's  cabin 
and  the  tenement-houses  of  the  poor,  but 
is  the  popular  light  in  our  villages  and 
towns.  Thirty-five  years  ago  known  only 
for  its  medicinal  virtues,  petroleum  to-day 


is  one  of  our  great  staple  domestic  prod- 
ucts, and  the  fourth  article  in  value  of  our 
exports. 

Petroleum  is  a  universal  product, 
whose  existence  and  burning  properties 
have  been  known  from  the  dawn  of  his- 
tory. It  is  therefore  very  remarkable 
that  its  practical  utilization  should  have 
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been  reserved  to  Americans  of  our  day 
and  generation.  Physically  considei*ed. 
petroleum  is  a  liquid  bitumen  (hydro-ear- 
boni,  and  occupies  a  middle  position  l>e- 
tween  natural  gas  and  aspbaltum  —  re- 
spectively  its  gaseous  and  solid  forms. 

Herodotus  describes  a  fountain  of  pitch 
on  the  Euphi-ates.  fi*om  which  "thi'ee  dif- 
fei*ent  substances,  asphalt,  salt,  and  oil. 
were  di*awn."  A  semi-liquid  bitumen  was 
employed  in  Babylon  and  Nineveh  as  a 
cement  in  masonry,  cisterns,  etc.  Baku, 
the  present  seat  of  the  Russian  petroleum 
industry,  but  in  ancient  times  a  portion  of 
Pei*sia,  is  famed  for  its  sacred  fires,  and  we 
know  that  as  early  as  a.d.  636.  the  period  of 
the  Saracen  conquest,  pilgrimages  were 
made  to  its  shrines  by  tire-woi*shippei*s. 
Hindoos  continue  to  visit  these  naphtha 
springs  to  the  present  time.  Marco  Polo 
visited  the  spot  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
and  reported  that  the  oil  was  "good  to 
burn,  and  to  anoint  animals  that  have 
the  mange.  People  come  from  vast  dis- 
tances to  fetch  it.  for  in  all  countries 
round  there  is  no  other  oil." 

The  tii*st  mention  of  petroleum  in  the 
United  States  is  contained  in  a  letter  from 
tlie  commandant  of  Fort  Duquesne  to 
General  Montcalm  in  1759.  In  it  he 
describes  a  religious  ceremony  of  the 
Seneca  Indians,  three  leagues  above  the 
mo'Jth  of  the  Venango.  **  The  surface  of 
the  stream."  he  says,  ''was  covered  with 
a  thick  scum,  which,  upon  applying  a 
torch  at  a  given  signal,  burst  into  a  com- 
plete conflagration."'  Thei*e  is  evidence 
that  some  aboriginal  i*ace  had  known  the 
value  of  petroleum,  and  had  dug  pits  ten  to 
twelve  feet  in  diameter  and  eight  to  ten  feet 
in  depth  to  procure  it. 

The  fii*st  petroleum  discovered  at  any 
depth  was  in  the  salt  wells  on  the  Kana- 
wha, Big  Sandy,  Cumberland,  and  Alle- 
gheny rivei*s.*  The  fii^st  well  bored  for 
salt  in  the  United  States  was  in  1806.  and 
thereafter  the  industry  grew  and  extend- 
ed, and  in  almost  all  the  salt  wells  a  little 
petroleum  was  found.  It  was  I'egarded  as 
an  inconvenience,  and  the  only  thought 
given  to  it  was  to  get  rid  of  it. 

In  1833.  Pix)fessor  Silliman.  the  elder, 
described  a  visit  to  an  oil  spring  neai'  Cuba, 
New  York.  He  said  that  the  petroleum 
which  floated  on  the  surface  was  collected 
by  thin  wooden  skimmei*s,  then  strained 

*  This  name,  curiously,  is  spelled  Allegheny  for  the 
river  and  Pennsylvania  city.  Alleghany  for  the  raouu^ 
ain.  and  Allesranv  for  the  county  in  New  York. 


through  flannel,  and  used  for  sprains,  rheu- 
matism, and  sores  on  horses. 

At  this  early  date,  oil  from  this  and  oth- 
er springs  and  from  the  wells  at  Burkes- 
ville  was  bottled  and  sold  under  the  name 
of  ''Seneca  Oil"  or  "American  Oil." 
Samuel  M.  Kier.  a  Pittsburgh  druggist. be- 
gan in  1849  to  bottle  quite  extensively  j>e- 
troleum  taken  from  his  fathers  salt  well 
at  Tarentum.  located  about  twenty  miles 
above  Pittsburgh. 

At  this  i)eriod  the  pamtfine  industry  of 
Scotland  was  successfully  established,  and 
both  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils 
were  distilled  fi-om  Boghead  and  other 
coals  and  shales.  The  manufacture  was 
Ix'gun  in  1853  in  Waltham.  Massachusetts, 
and  in  1854  at  Newtown  Creek.  Long  Isl- 
and, by  the  North  American  Kerosene  Gas- 
light Company  of  New  York.  By  1857-59 
thei*e  wei*e  over  fifty  works  in  this  country 
engaged  in  the  manufactui*e  of  coal  oil, 
and  a  large  pi"oportion  of  these  were  in 
the  West,  particularly  in  Ohio.  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Kentucky,  where  quantities  of 
cheap  bituminous  coals  were  accessible. 

In  the  summer  of  1854.  Dr.  Brewer,  mem- 
ber of  a  large  firm  of  lumbermen  and 
merchants  in  Titusville,  Pennsylvania, 
visited  Dartmouth  College,  of  which  he 
was  a  gi*aduate.  He  carried  with  him  a 
sample  of  the  oil  obtained  from  a  spring 
located  on  Cherry-ti*ee  Run.  a  small  tribu- 
tary of  Oil  Creek,  and  owned  by  his  firm. 
Brewer,  Watson,  and  Co.  The  specimen 
was  shown  to  Professor  Crosby  of  Dart- 
mouth, who  in  turn  exhibited  it  a  few- 
weeks  later  to  George  H.  Bissell,  a  New 
Y'ork  lawyer,  then  on  a  visit  to  his  alma 
mater.  Investigation  followed,  and  on 
the  10th  of  November.  Bi*ewer.  Watson, 
and  Co.  deeded  to  Eveleth  and  Bissell 
one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land,  and 
on  December  30.  1854,  the  Pennsylvania 
Rock  Oil  Company  was  organized. with  a 
nominal  capital  of  $250,000.  divided  into 
10.000  shai-es  of  $25  each.  This  was  the 
first  petroleum  company  ever  organized. 
Professor  B.  Silliman,  Jr. .  the  Yale  chem- 
ist, was  engaged  to  exhaustively  test  and 
report  upon  the  petroleum,  which  he  final- 
ly did  April  16. 1855.  His  report  was  sin- 
gulai'ly  correct  in  his  estimate  of  its  utili- 
ty, and  in  his  forecast  of  the  proper  method 
of  refining  it.  Owing  to  various  com]3li- 
cations  and  dissensions  among  the  stock- 
holders, the  property  was  finally  leased  to 
the  Seneca  Oil  Company,  a  Connecticut 
corpoi*ation  owned  in  New  Haven. 
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COLONEL    E.  L.  DRAKE. 


Things  moved  slowly.  Finally,  in  1857, 
E.  L,  Drake,  by  courtesy  "Colonel,"  who 
had  been  consecutively  dry-goods  clerk,  ex- 
press ag-ent,  and  railroad  conductor,  was 
sent  out  to  the  property  to  examine  and 
report.  He  returned  full  of  enthusiasm. 
The  next  year  Drake  again  departed  for 
the  "promised land,"  determined  to  bore  a 
well,  as  had  been  done  for  salt.  Beginnin g 
to  drill  in  the  early  summer  of  1858,  his  la- 
bors were  interrupted,  and  again  resumed, 
and  on  August  28,  1859,  at  a  depth  of  six- 
ty-nine and  a  half  feet,  he  "struck  oil." 
This  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the  annals  of 
Oildom,  as  it  marks  the  first  deliberate 
step  in  the  petroleum  industry.  It  will 
be  noted  that  the  parties  in  interest,  while 
never  abandoning  their  undertaking,  were 
unconscious  of  the  great  mine  of  wealth 
which  lay  beneath  their  property.  They 
actually  occupied  nearly  five  years,  from 
the  date  of  their  purchase,  in  drilling  a  hole 
sixty-nine  and  a  half  feet  in  the  ground. 

"  Colonel"  Drake,  whose  name  will  for- 
ever be  identified  with  the  first  oil  well 
ever  drilled,  after  acquiring  notoriety  and 
a  competency,  lost  it  all  in  speculating  in 
oil  stocks  in  New  York.  He  also  lost  his 
health,  and  was  reduced  to  positive  penu- 
ry, which  was  first  relieved  by  a  purse  of 
$4200  generously  contributed  by  his  old 
neighbors  and  friends  in  Titusville.      In 


1873  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania granted  an  annuity  of  $1500  to 
himself  and  his  wife  during  the  lifetime 
of  either.      The  widow  is  still  living. 

The  Drake  well  was  tubed,  and  started 
off  at  the  rate  of  ten  barrels  per  day,  and 
later,  by  the  aid  of  a  more  powerful  pump, 
its  production  was  increased  to  forty  bar- 
rels. To-day  a  well  of  this  size  w^ould  be 
regarded  as  small,  as  crude  oil  is  now 
worth  only  two  and  one-half  cents  per 
gallon,  while  the  product  of  the  Drake 
well  during  the  first  four  months  com- 
manded an  average  of  fifty  cents. 

Doubt  and  distrust  that  preceded  Drake's 
successful  venture  suddenly  fled  before 
the  common  conviction  that  an  oil  well 
was  the  open  sesame  to  wealth.  Land 
which  hitherto  had  been  valued  only  for 
its  timber  increased  in  price  a  hundred 
or  a  thousand  fold.  Every  farmer  now 
thought  he  had  found  an  Aladdin's  lamp 
filled  to  the  brim  with  kerosene.  The 
dreary  solitudes  which  had  been  broken 
only  by  the  woodman's  axe  now  resound- 
ed with  the  busy  notes  of  preparation  for  a 
dive  into  nature's  great  grah-hag.  In  the 
beginning  developments  proceeded  slowly, 
as  the  means  of  transportation  were  de- 
fective, and  everything  had  to  be  carried 
into  the  wilderness.  By  June,  1860,  the 
daily  production  was  estimated  to  be  two 
hundred  barrels.  On  the  15th  of  May, 
1861,  a  report  was  made  that  135  wells  were 
producing  1288  barrels.  In  this  month  the 
Funk  well,  at  a  depth  of  460  feet,  encoun- 
tered the  "third  sand,"  from  Avhich  stra- 
tum the  bulk  of  oil  has  since  been  obtained, 
though  usually  at  a  much  greater  depth. 
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MAI'   OF   OIL    REGION    AND    MAIN    PIPE    LINKS. 


Several  different  tlieories  liave  been  ad- 
vanced as  to  the  origin  of  the  oil,  but  none 
of  them  are  entirely  satisfactory.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  petroleum  is  encountered 
in  all  ages  from  tlie  Laurentian  to  the 
tertiary.  The  sand  strata  in  Pennsj^lva- 
nia  in  which  oil  is  found  are  chiefly  in  the 
Chemung  group  of  the  Devonian  forma- 
tion. The  name  is  derived  from  the  Clie- 
mung  River,  where  they  crop  out  dis- 
tinctly. 

By  tliis  time  tlie  prospectors  liad  learn- 
ed where  to  find  the  oil,  and  in  September, 
1861,  the  Empire  well  on  the  Tarr  farm 
started  off,  to  everybody's  amazement,  at 
the  rate  of  2500  barrels  per  day.  Produc- 
tion ran  to  waste  for  want  of  barrels  and 
tanks  to  store  the  oil, and  became  more  of  a 
drug  in  November,  when  the  Phillips  well 
on  the  Tarr  farm  flowed  3000  barrels  the 
first  da}'.  Other  wells  came  in  to  swell 
the  xn'oduction,  and  by  January  1,  1862, 
oil  could  hardly  be  sold  at  the  wells  at 
any  price,  and  was  nominally  quoted  at 
ten  cents  x^er  barrel.  Sales  in  New  York 
at  that  time  did  not  cover  the  cost  of 
transportation.  This  was  a  wasteful  and 
unprofitable  period.  J.  T.  Henry  states 
that  the  production  during  the  early  i^art 
of  1863  was  scarcely  lialf  that  of  the  be- 
ginning of  1862,  and  that  of  1861  was  still 


less.  In  May,  1865,  the  production  liad 
declined  to  less  than  4000  barrels  per  day. 

In  January.  1865,  the  Frazer  well  on 
the  Holmden  farm,  at  Pithole,  "struck 
oil,''  and  its  output  the  first  da}'  was  250 
barrels.  Tliis  was  followed  by  a  series  of 
rich  strikes,  which  like  a  magnet  drew 
restless  spirits  from  every  quarter,  until 
within  a  few  months  a  city  of  15.000  to 
20,000  people  was  established.  Pithole 
City  was  a  nine  days'  wonder;  it  was  so 
phenomenal  and  ephemeral  that  it  was  like 
a  phantom  of  the  imagination.  It  had 
banks,  saloons,  churches,  school  -  houses, 
large  and  numerous  hotels,  one  costing 
about  $75,000,  a  fire  department,  and  by 
September  a  daily  newspaper.  It  was  at 
one  time, next  after  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh, the  largest  post-office  in  Pennsj'lva- 
nia.  During  the  coming  winter  the  wells 
showed  signs  of  exhaustion,  and  within 
two  years  the  glories  of  Pithole  had  van- 
ished. Fire  and  flood  completed  the  work 
of  destruction,  and  to-da}^  there  is  hardly 
a  human  habitation  to  mark  its  site. 

Oil  men  are  fond  of  recalling  the  great 
flood  of  1865.  which  swept  everything 
movable  out  of  the  valleys,  carrying  en- 
gines, derricks,  bridges,  embankments, 
tanks,  and  barrels  of  oil  before  its  resist- 
less furv.      In  this  vear  also  the  govern- 


A  LAMPFUL  OF  OIL. 


239 


ment  levied  a  tax  of  one  dollar  per  barrel, 
and  many  oil-producers  were  sad  at  heart. 
Their  spirits  were  revived  next  year,  owing 
to  the  increased  demand  abroad  for  petro- 
leum and  the  repeal  of  the  government 
tax.  Our  exports  in  that  year  aggregated 
nearly  51,000,000  gallons,  against  25,500,000 
gallons  in  1865,  an  increase  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.  Operations  during  all  these 
years  up  to  about  1874  were  in  the  valley 
of  the  Allegheny  and  along  its  tributa- 
ries. Oil  Creek,  Pithole,  Tidioute,  Par- 
ker's Landing,  Petroleum  Centre,  Oleop- 
olis,  and  Titus ville  were,  each  in  its  own 
time,  the  centres  of  interest. 

As  early  as  1866  a  well  was  begun  in 
McKean  County,  near  Bradford,  but  it 
was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  850  feet.  In 
1871  another  well  in  that  vicinity  was 
drilled  through  to  "pay  sand,"  which  was 
below  the  level  of  the  unsuccessful  ven- 
ture. It  proved  to  be  a  small  producer, 
yielding  ten  barrels  per  day,  and  excited 
no  interest.  In  1874  a  seventy-barrel  well 
was  completed,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
the  beginning  of  the  development  of  the 
Bradford  field.  On  account  of  its  area 
and  the  longevity  of  the  wells,  it  has  com- 
pletely overshadowed  all  other  districts. 
Though  the  extent  of  its  resources  was 
not  immediately  recognized,  by  January, 
1878,  its  production  reached  6000  barrels. 
The  daily  average  then  steadily  rose  to 
17,500  in  1878;  38,500  in  1879;  55,000  in 
1880 ;  71,000  in  1881.  It  attained  its  maxi- 
mum production,  81,000  barrels,  during 
the  month  of  August,  1881,  since  which 
time  it  has  steadily  declined.  It  has  re- 
cently been  yielding  only  26,000  barrels 
daily. 

In  the  autumn  of  1881  there  was  a  large 
increase  of  operations  in  the  Allegany 
field  in  southern  New  York.  By  July, 
1882,  its  production  mounted  to  an  aver- 
age of  23,884  barrels  per  day,  which  has 
declined  to  7000  at  recent  dates.  The 
period  of  its  maximum  development  Avas 
simultaneous  Avith  the  most  phenomenal 
of  all  the  later  fields — Cherry  Grove. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1881,  Grace 
and  Dimick  began  to  drill  in  this  town- 
ship what  is  known  as  a  "  wild -cat"  w^ell, 
i.  e.,  a  gambling  venture  in  territory  not 
known  to  be  oil-bearing.  By  March  3, 
1882,  operations  there  were  temporarily 
suspended,  and  the  well  was  boarded  up 
and  guarded  to  prevent  public  inspection. 
For  nearly  two  months  and  a  half  the 
oil  trade  watched  it  w4th  absorbing  inter- 


Clay.  • 

Sandy  shale. 

Dark  gray  shale. 

Slaty  sandstone. 

Fine  gray  sand  shells  and  dark  slate. 

Red  shale. 

Sandy  shale,  gray,  white,  and  blue. 

Red  shale. 

Sandy  shale,  gray,  fine,  mixed  with 
slate. 

Bluish  slate. 


Sandy  shale,  olive  gray,  soft,  mica- 
ceous. 

Red  rock,  mottled. 

Slate,  sandy,  gray. 

Sandy  shale,  very  fine  and  hard. 

Slate,  sandy,  micaceous. 


:;X.;f;;v;!|;;;:y23 


TTTT^pz^  320, 


^S^Bs' 


Sandy  shale,  bluish  and  dark  ^'ay.       tt. ••:■.•.•.  r;-:-;-.-.-.i 
Slate,  sandy  in  streaks. 


138. 


Dark  gray,  thin-bedded  sandy  shale. 


Sandy  shale,  grav,  fine,  flaky 

Slate. 

Sandy  shale,  dark  gray.  jf.v:; 

Red  rock.  i^- 


Sandy,  dark  slate. 


Sandy  shale,  fine,  micaceous,  alterna- 
ting w'ith  slate. 
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Sandy  shale,  thin-bedded,with  fossils 
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Slate,  an  occasional  sand  shell,  with 
fossils. 
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Sandy  shale,  brown  and  purplish. 
Dark  lead-colored  slate. 

— •— -^ 

Red  rock. 

Gray  sand,  shells,  and  slate,  fossils. 

Br/tjford  Fiest  .Sand. 

Slat,  and  yellow-gray  fine  sand. 

Slate, 

Sandy  shale,  brown  and  gray. 


Sandy  shale,  fine  brown. 
Slate. 
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Slate,  with  seme  sand  shells. 


1020. 


1125.  i 


Bradford  Third  Sand. 
Slate  and  sandstone. 


TERTICAL    SECTION    OF    BRADFORD    AVELI. 


240 


HARPERS  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


VIEW    OF   OIL    CITY. 


est,  which  its  subsequent  performances 
fully  justified.  It  was  known  as  "Mys- 
tery 646,"  from  the  number  of  the  lot 
upon  wliich  it  was  located.  Producers 
and  speculatoi*s  were  on  the  qui  vice  to 
ascertain  the  facts,  and  scouts  were  em- 
ployed to  fathom  its  mystery.  It  re- 
quired bravery  as  well  as  diplomacy,  a 
knowledge  of  sands  and  oils  as  well  as 
physical  endurance,  to  learn  the  secret  of 
the  drill.  The  scout  who  most  distin- 
guislied  himself  was  Si  Hughes,  who  elud- 
ed the  vigilance  of  the  guaixls,  crawled 
under  the  derrick,  decided  that  the  well 
was  dangerous,  and  hastened  to  inform 
his  principals  of  his  discovery.  For  this 
piece  of  detective  work  he  was  handsome- 
ly rewarded. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  May 
17,  18S2.  it  made  a  big  flow.  The  news 
of  a  "gusher"  in  the  wilderness  created  a 
genuine  sensation,  and  the  spot  was  soon 
invaded  by  an  army  of  drillers.  Within 
sixty  days  the  surrounding  famis  wei*e 
perfoi*ated  by  hundreds  of  holes,  and  oil 
was  springing  from  every  pore  at  the  rate 
of  25.000  to  35.000  barrels  per  day.  The 
area  of  fertile  territory  was  soon  defined, 
and  nature's  resources  soon  exhausted. 
By  Noveml^er  the  production  had  declined 
below  5000  barrels. 

The  oil  there  was  found  in  the  fourth,  or 

■  white  sand."  as  distinguished  from  the 

third,  or " '  black  or  chocolate-col oi*ed  sands" 

of  Bradford  and  Allegany.     Since  then 

there  has  been  a  succession  of  white  sand 


I>ools.  such  as  Cooper  tract,  Balltown.  Hen- 
ry's Mills,  Wardwell's  Ferry,  and  Thorn 
Creek — the  home  of  the  '  *  gushers. "  They 
lacked  the  staying  qualities  of  the  darker 
sand  districts,  and  while  they  dazzled  by 
their  rocket-like  ascent,  they  fell  with  equal 
celerity.  The  ' '  gushei*s"  may  be  compai*ed 
with  the  lx>iling  geysei-s  of  the  Yellow- 
stone, as  the  tremendous  hydrostatic  press- 
ure, when  they  ai*e  first  oi>ened.  sends  a 
shower  of  oil  high  in  the  air  alx)ve  the 
derrick. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  undei*stood  that 
these  wells,  by  their  extent  if  large,  or 
their  failure  if  dry.  exercised  a  |X)tent  and 
immediate  influence  upon  the  market  for 
oil.  as  well  as  the  value  of  contiguous 
land.  The  scouts,  in  their  haste  to  ad- 
vise their  principals  of  important  events, 
had  some  exciting  i*aces  to  the  nearest  tel- 
egi*aph  oflBce.  The  telegraph  companies 
themselves  had  some  exciting  i*aces  to  see 
which  should  fii*st  reach  the  wells.  One 
comjDany  ran  a  wire  into  a  small  coal-bin 
belonging  to  a  country  school-house,  and 
there  received  and  dispatched  as  many  as 
thi'ee  hundred  messages  per  day.  A  few 
days  later  a  rival  company  opened  an  of- 
fice in  a  portable  canvas  tent  about  twen- 
ty feet  from  an  important  well  that  was 
nearing  completion.  The  climax  of  this 
competition  of  telegraph  companies  "at 
the  front"  was  reached  when  the  Postal 
Company  impix)vised  a  x>ei*ambulating  of- 
fice in  an  omnibus,  and  a  little  later  strung 
a  wire  to  a  frontier  well  in  Thorn  Creek 


A  LAMPFUL  OF  OIL. 


241 


district,  placed  their  instruments  on  a 
stump,  and  opened  an  out-door  office. 

In  the  early  days  trading*  was  largely 
confined  to  those  who  really  wanted  the 
article  for  shipment,  refining",  and  expor- 
tation. The  accumulated  stock  was  then 
very  light,  and  there  were  some  startling 
fluctuations  in  prices.  The  first  product 
of  the  Drake  well  sold  for  620  per  bar- 
rel of  42  gallons.  In  1860  it  sold  down 
to  $2  or  $3  per  barrel.  The  extremes  in 
1861  were  $10  early  in  the  year  and  10 
cents  in  the  autumn,  when  the  product 
of  the  big  flowing  wells  was  running  to 
waste.  In  March,  1862,  prices  ranged  be- 
tween 25  and  50  cents  per  barrel,  but  eight 
months  later,  owing  to  declining  produc- 
tion, increasing  consumption,  and  im- 
proved facilities  for  handling  the  oil,  the 
price  advanced  to  84.  In  June.  1864,  oil 
sold  at  812  per  barrel,  but  the  average  for 
the  decade  1863-73  Avas  somewhere  be- 
tween $3  and  $5.  In  January,  1873,  the 
highest  price  was  $2  90,  but  by  the  next 
December  it  had  lost  the  two  dollars  and 
was  selling  for  90  cents  per  barrel.  In 
December,  1876,  it  reached  ^4  23f ,  but  by 
September  27, 1878,  it  was  off  to  78f  cents. 

When  the  magnitude  of  the  Bradford 
field  fairly  dawned  upon  the  oil  trade,  a 
permanent  reduction  in  values  occurred. 
This  downward  tendency  was  accelerated 
by  the  added  production  of  the  Allegany 
field,  but  the  greatest  depression  in  prices 
since  the  glutted  markets  of  1861-2  was 
occasioned  by  Cherry  Grove.  But  when 
it  was  discovered  that  Cherry  Grove  was 
doomed  to  a  rapid  exhaustion,  oil  mount- 
ed upward  from  49^  cents,  to  which  it  had 
declined  July  6,  1882,  to  $1  37  on  Novem- 
ber 6  following.  The  bubble  of  high 
prices  burst,  and  the  market  w^hich  closed 
at  $1  08^  on  the  evening  of  December  12, 
sold  as  low  as  89j  cents  the  next  day,  and 
within  a  few  days  declined  still  further  to 
75  cents.  This  panic  was  due  to  the  open- 
ing of  a  "gusher"  at  four  o'clock  the  pre- 
ceding evening  in  a  new  district  called 
Balltown. 

The  Wall  Street  x^anic  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  of  1884  involved  relatively 
heavier  losses  to  the  oil  trade  than  to 
traders  in  the  market  for  railway  stocks, 
cotton,  or  grain.  Oil  w^hich  sold  at  $1  02i 
on  the  6th  of  May,  the  day  the  Marine 
Bank  failed,  touched  50j  on  June  21. 
Thus  the  value  in  the  open  market  of  a 
great  sta^^le  commercial  product  was  cut 
in  two  within  six  weeks.      On  those  peril- 


ous, exciting  days  when  the  petroleum  ex- 
changes were  converted  into  slaughter- 
houses, terror  was  depicted  on  every  coun- 
tenance, and  the  stoutest  hearts  were  para- 
lyzed with  the  overwhelming  disaster  that 
swept  away  margins,  capital,  and  credit. 
Within  the  past  few  months  the  strength 
of  the  statistical  position  -has  made  crude 
petroleum  firm  in  price  at  8l  per  barrel 
and  upward. 

In  the  early  days  trading  w^as  done 
wherever  men  congregated  in  the  oil  re- 
gions— at  the  wells,  on  railway  trains,  in 
telegraph  offices,  hotels,  streets,  and  pub- 
lic places.  As  early  as  November,  1868,  an 
exchange  was  organized  at  Petroleum  Cen- 
tre. In  1869-70  there  were  common  mar- 
ket-x>laces,  though  not  regularly  organized 
exchanges,  in  Oil  City  and  Pittsburgh.  In 
1871  an  exchange  w^as  established  at  Titus- 
ville.  The  first  successful  Petroleum  Ex- 
change was  created  in  Oil  City  on  Febru- 
ary 7,  1874,  New  York  followed  in  1877, 
Pittsburgh  in  1878,  and  Bradford  in  1879. 
Until  within  two  years  Oil  City  exercised 
an  autocratic  influence  in  fixing  the  price 
of  oil,  and  its  quotations  were  the  stand- 
ard of  value.  It  is  a  singular  and  unique 
fact  that  an  interior  town,  with  a  small 
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population,  moderate  banking  fa- 
cilities, and  no  longer  the  centre 
of  any  important  producing  in- 
terests, should  so  long  have  held 
its  commanding  position.  As  a 
rural  speculative  centre  it  is  \)Os- 
itively  without  parallel.  Vir- 
ginia -City,  Nevada,  located  im- 
mediately above  the  colossal  sil- 
ver mines  of  the  Comstock  lode, 
and  four  or  five  times  as  large  as 
Oil  City,  never  aspii*ed  to  any 
pi'etensions  as  a  market-place  for 
shares. 

Up  to  the  winter  of  1SS2-3  the 
original  New  York  Petroleum 
Exchange  was  of  no  influence 
in  the  oil  trade.  It  then  moved 
to  enlarged  quartei*s.  and  trebled 
its  membership  to  600.  At  this 
time  the  National  Petroleum  Ex- 
change was  organized,  with  500 
membei*s.  and  simultaneously 
the  New  York  Mining  Stock  Ex- 
change, with  nearly  500  mem- 
be  i*s.  began  trading  in  petroleum. 
In  April.  18S3,  the  latter  two  ex- 
changes were  consolidated,  and 
on  May  1.  1885.  the  old  Petro- 
leum Exchange  was  merged 
with  the  consolidated  board, 
forming  the  Consolidated  Stock 
and  Petroleum  Exchange.  The 
present  organization  has  2117 
membei-s,  pays  5^000  upon  the 
death  of  each  as  life-insurance, 
has  cash  reserves  of  over  half  a 
million  dollars,  and  now  estab- 
lishes tlie  market  price  for  pe- 
troleum. The  clearances  in  the 
New  York  market  in  1884  aggre- 
gated over  5.500.000,000  barrels 
— about  150  times  the  total  ])rod- 
uct  above-ground. 

Having  briefly  reviewed  the 
growth  of  the  industry  and  its 
accompanying  speculation,  we 
may  now  glance  at  the  methods 
employed  in  producing,  trans- 
porting, and  refining  oil. 

Prospectors  in  selecting  a 
promising  spot  to  test  new  terri- 
tory are  often  influenced  by  a 
"belt  theory." first  advanced  by 
a  man  named  Angell .  In  a  gen- 
eral way  his  idea  has  been  veri- 
fied by  experience.  It  proceed- 
ed upon  the  hypothesis  that  oil 


lies  in  belts  or  pools  having  a  northeast 
and  southwest  trend,  sometimes  called 
the  "forty-five  degree  line."  In  districts 
known  to  be  oil-bearing  the  wells  are  fre- 
quently located  near  the  boundary  of  the 
owner's  property.  The  object  is  to  drain 
as  much  of  his  neighbors  oil  as  possible, 
for  there  are  no  partitions  in  the  sub- 
teri-anean  chambers  corresponding  to  the 
lines  of  surface  ownei*ship.  The  driller's 
motto  is  "first  come,  first  served."  hence 
there  is  generally  a  race  to  see  who  shall 
fii-st  tap  nature's  till. 

AVhen  the  exact  sytot  for  the  well  has 
l>een  determined  upon,  a  well-hole  is  dug 
about  fifteen  feet  in  depth,  and  if  solid 
rock  is  not  reached,  a  wrought-iron  pipe 
eight  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter  is 
driven  down  to  it.  Above  this  is  erected 
the  "derrick,"  a  pyramidal  structure  of 
heavy  timbers,  genei-ally  seventy-two  feet 
in  height.  At  each  side  is  located  a  fifteen 
to  twenty  horse-power  engine,  which  op- 
erates a  walking-beam,  to  which  is  attached 
a  heavy  cable  and  the  drilling  apparatus. 

This  consists  of  four  parts.  The  up- 
per one  is  called  the  "sinker-bar,"  about 
eighteen  feet  in  length;  next  come  the 
"  jai*s, "  seven  feet  in  length;  then  the  "au- 
ger-stem,'' about  thirty  feet  long,  of  Sc- 
inch cold  rolled  steel;  and  finally,  at  the 
end  of  this  is  a  "bit"  three  feet  in  length. 
Thus  equipped,  steam  is  turned  on,  and  the 
ponderous  weight  of  2000  to  3000  pounds, 
alternately  raised  and  dropped,  as  in  a 
pile-driver,  drives  the  bit  into  the  rock  at 
the  average  rate  of  sixty  to  one  hundred 
feet  daily.  After  drilling  for  some  time 
the  tools  are  hoisted  and  a  fresh  bit  is  in- 
serted. Meanwhile  a  ".sand  pump."  or 
''bailer."  a  cylindrical  tube  with  valves 
opening  inward,  is  dropped  down  the 
hole  to  remove  detritus  or  water.  A 
"casing"  is  fitted  snugly  to  the  walls  of 
the  well  to  keep  out  the  water;  and  when 
it  is  necessary  to  pump  the  oil.  the  well  is 
tubed.  The  tube  is  about  two  inches  in 
diameter,  around  which  a  ru'ober  packer 
is  inserted  just  above  the  oil  and  gas  bear- 
ing rock.  This  cuts  off  the  escape  of  the 
gas,  forcing  it  up  through  the  tube,  and 
causing  the  well  to  flow.  Tiie  bore  of  the 
well  varies  from  eight  to  six  inches,  and 
its  depth  varies  with  the  geological  forma- 
tion, averaging  perhaps  1200  to  1500  feet, 
and  sometimes  reaching  2500. 

The  cost  of  a  well  naturally  depends 
ui)on  its  location,  depth,  and  character  of 
rock.      The    owner   generally   erects   the 
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derrick,  eng-ine,  and  tank,  at  an  avorao^e 
expense  of  81500,  and  then  contracts  with 
a  driller  to  furnisli  the  tools  and  sink  the 
well.  This  char^-e  will  probably  average 
sixty  cents  per  foot.  It  is  perhaps  safe  to 
say  that  wells  in  the  larg-er  fields  average 
in  cost  from  $2500  to  $3000. 

Torpedoes,  which  were  first  introduced 
about  18G5,  were  received  with  distrust, 
but  are  now  in  general  use,  and  have  be- 
come a  necessary  part  of  the  equipment  of 
a  well.  They  are  cylindrical  tubes,  va- 
rying in  size,  but  generally  eight  inches 
in  length  and  four  in  diameter,  contain- 
ing fluid  nitro-glycerine.  These  torpe- 
does are  carefully  lowered  into  the  wells 
and  exploded  by  dropping  a  20-pound 
cast-iron  weiglit  upon  them  from  above. 
The  explosion  shatters  the  walls,  giving 
a  greater  exposure  of  surface  to  draw 
oil  from,  thus  stimulating  the  wells  and 
increasing  their  production.  Though 
this  treatment  hastens  the  exhaustion  of 
a  well,  it  is  believed  by  many  that  the 
amount  of  oil  obtained  exceeds  what 
would  otherwise  be  procured.  At  first 
only  five  or  six  quarts  of  nitro-glycerine 
were  introduced,  but  now  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  to  emplo}^  120  to  200  quarts  of  gly- 
cerine, equal  to  3240  to  5400  pounds  of 
gunpowder. 

This  explosive  has  often  been  employed 
with  startling  results,  notably  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1884.  The  Armstrong  well  No. 
2,  at  Thorn  Creek,  in  the  vicinity  of  sever- 
al "gushers,"  was  drilled  through  to  the 
pay  sand,  and  finding  no  oil,  on  October 
25  it  was  pronounced  dry.  The  result  of 
this   announcement   was    felt   in   the  oil 


market,  which  advanced  from  73  to  81^ 
cents.  On  the  evening  of  the  27th  a  large 
charge  of  nitro-glycerine  was  exploded  in 
it,  and  instantly  a  tremendous  stream  of  oil 
gushed  forth,  ])utting  five  hundred  barrels 
in  the  tank  during  the  first  hour.  This 
was  the  largest  Avell  ever  opened  in  this 
country,  and  has  since  been  surpassed  by 
only  one  of  its  neighbors.  Tiie  effect  of  this 
torpedo  was  almost  as  instantaneous  in  the 
market  as  in  the  well,  and  early  the  next 
morning  the  price  dropped  like  a  plummet 
to  64  j  cents. 

The  torpedo  was  patented  by  Colonel 
E.  A.  L.  Roberts,  and  though  contested  by 
the  oil-producers,  the  validity  of  the  pat- 
ent was  established,  and  a  fortune  was 
made  out  of  royalties  for  its  use.  One 
year  ago  last  May  it  expired,  and  since 
then  the  cost  has  been  largely  reduced. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  oil  industry 
great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  pro- 
curing storage  and  transportation  facili- 
ties. This  was  before  railroads  had  pen- 
etrated the  oil  regions,  and  when  the 
principal  mode  of  shipment  was  by  bar- 
rels in  wagons  to  the  Allegheny,  and 
thence  by  bulk  boats  to  Pittsburgh.  The 
barrels  were  at  first  so  imperfect  that  much 
of  the  oil  oozed  out  in  transit,  but  this  de- 
fect was  afterward  remedied  by  a  prepa- 
ration of  glue. 

Then  came  the  era  of  railroads  and 
tank  cars,  which  were  improved  in  their 
construction  by  an  upper  valve  for  load- 
ing and  a  low^er  one  for  discharging  the 
oil.  During  all  this  time  the  great  prob- 
lem was  to  get  the  oil  to  the  cars,  and  the 
necessity  for  this  led  to  the  introduction 
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of  iron  pipes,  or  conduits,  from  the  wells 
to  the  railways.  The  pipe  line  built  in 
18C5  from  Pithole  to  Miller's  farm,  the 
nearest  railway  station,  was  the  germ  of 
the  present  labyrinthine  system  of  pipes 
that  traverse  the  oil  fields.  Teamsters 
and  roustabouts  were  so  hostile  to  this 
innovation,  which  they  regarded  as  an 
invasion  of  their  rights,  that  the  line  had 
to  be  constantly  guarded. 

The  first  companies  Avere  merely  com- 
mon carriers,  and  made  no  provision  for 
the  storage  of  the  oil,  but  about  1864  a 
regular  storage  company  was  established 
in  Pittsburgh  to  receive  oil  from  the  Alle- 
gheny boats.  The  monthly  charge  for  stor- 
age at  first  was  five  cents  per  barrel,  and  in 
some  exceptional  cases  ten  cents,  but  later 
the  rate  was  reduced  to  two  and  a  half 
cents,  and  in  1876  to  one  and  a  quarter 
cents.  Between  1869  and  1871  a  number 
of  miscellaneous  companies  were  organ- 
ized to  store  and  transport  oilj  but  their 
service  and  management  were  not  always 
satisfactory. 

In  1876-7  a  general  consolidation  of  the 
leading  independent  corporations  was  ef- 
fected under  the  name  and  title  of 
the  ''United  Pipe  Lines."  This  or- 
ganization, with  its  capital  of  five 
millions,  came  under  the  control  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  its 
pipes  and  tanks  were  extended  to 
meet  the  growing  proportions  of  the 
oil  fields  and  the  accumulating  stock 
of  oil.  On  April  1,  1884,  this  com- 
pany was  absorbed  by  the  National 
Transit  Company,  a  later  adjunct  of 
the  Standard,  the  capital  of  which 
is  thirty-two  millions.  The  origi- 
nal company  is  now  known  as  the 
United  Pipe  Line  division  of  the 
National  Transit  Company. 

The  oil  fields  are  covered  with  a 
network  of  pipes  and  tanks  connect- 
ed with  the  wells.  When  a  new  dis- 
trict is  discovered,  the  pipe  line  con- 
nects it  with  the  nearest  station  of 
one  of  the  old  fields.  Each  indi- 
vidual erects  a  tank  at  his  well  of  a 
capacity  corresponding  to  his  expec- 
tations of  the  well.  When  the  tank 
fills  up  with  oil  he  sends  for  the  com- 
pany's ganger,  who  measures  its  con- 
tents and  turns  it  into  the  pipes  of 
the  company.  A  receipt  for  the 
number  of  barrels,  less  three  per 
cent,  for  leakage,  evaporation,  etc., 
is  given  to  the  owner.     This  may 


remain  from  thirty  to  forty-five  days,  stor- 
age free,  as  a  Credit  balance.  Then  it  is 
converted  into  what  are  technically  called 
"acceptances,"  but  commonly  known  as 
"oil  certificates,"  in  round  lots  of  one 
thousand  or  ten  thousand  barrels.  This 
acceptance  or  certificate  corresponds  to  a 
warehouse  receipt,  and  is  the  title  of  own- 
ership passing  from  the  seller  to  the  buyer 
on  all  the  petroleum  exchanges. 

The  United  Pipe  Lines  is  a  mutual  in- 
surance company,  and  in  the  event  of  de- 
struction by  fire  of  any  oil  held  by  it,  a 
pro  rata  assessment  is  levied  on  all  out- 
standing certificates.  The  company  owns 
no  oil,  except  such  as  it  purchases  for 
"sediment  and  surplus"  account, to  main- 
tain the  integrity  of  its  certificates. 

As  the  custodian  of  this  oil  it  charges 
50  cents  per  1000  bari-els  daily,  or  $12  50 
per  month.  This  charge  covers  the  use 
of  its  plant,  loss  by  evaporation,  and  the 
formation  of  worthless  sediment.  There 
must  be  a  very  handsome  profit  in  this 
business,  though  it  should  be  remembered 
that  when  the  oil  fields  give  out,  the  plant 
will  be  as  woi'thless  as  old  junk. 
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When  tlie  liolder  of  tlie  company's  ac- 
ceptances presents  llieni,  requesting  the  de- 
livery of  a  corresponding"  amount  of  oil 
at  a  certain  railway  station,  an  additional 
charge  of  twenty  cents  per  barrel  is  made. 
This  covers  the  cost  of  making  connection 
with  the  wells,  the  conveyance  and  load- 
ing of  the  oil,  leaving  again  an  apparent- 
ly large  margin  of  profit  for  the  service. 
The  oil  regi<^ns  are  within  an  area  one 
hundred  miles  square,  and  it  is  only  at 
some  railway  station  within  this  territory 
that  the  United  Pipe  Line  will  deliver 
the  oil.  If  the  owner  desires  to  ship  it 
to  any  outside  ])oint,  he  can  do  so  at 
such  railroad  freight  rates  as  may  be  es- 
tablished. If  he  wishes  it  transported 
to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimoi-e, 
Buttalo,  Cleveland,  or  Pittsburgh,  to  which 
points  the  National  Transit  Company  has 
trunk  pipe  lines,  he  can  have  it  sent  in 
this  way  at  the  same  rate  charged  by  the 
railroads.  This  cost  varies  from  forty  to 
fifty-five  cents  to  the  sea-board. 

Glean,  just  north  of  Bradford,  is  the 
northeastern  terminus  of  the  United  Pipe 
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Lines  and  the  western  initial  station  of  the 
trunk  line  to  New  Y^ork.  Here  ar(^  lo- 
cated immense  stoi'age  tanks, each  holding 
;55,000  barrels.  The  National  Transit 
Company  in  its  two  divisions  owns  or 
leases  1554  tanks,  with  an  aggregate  ca- 
pacity of  42,000,000  barrels.  They  have 
held  over  40,000,000,  but,  owing  to  a  re- 
duction of  stocks  during  the  past  year, 
they  now  contain  about  ,*3().000,000  bai*rels. 
The  trunk  line  from  Glean  to  New  York 
was  completed  in  October,  1881.  It  con- 
sists of  two  six-inch  pipes,  Avhicli  follow 
the  inequalities  of  surface  the  entire  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  miles.  Every 
twenty-live  miles  there  is  a  ])innping  sta- 
tion with  double  tanks.  Wiiile  the  oil 
from  the  first  section  is  dischai'ging  into 
one  tank,  the  contents  of  the  second  tank 
are  pumping  into  the  next  section.  This 
operation  is  repeated  at  each  succeeding 
station  until  the  sea-board  is  reached,  re- 
quiring about  one  week  to  complete  the 
transfer. 

At  Saddle  River,  near  Passaic,  New 
Jersey,  and  eleven  miles  from  New  York, 
a  l)ranch  line  diverges,  and 
crossing  the  North  River,  New 
York  city  diagonally  from 
Seventy-second  to  Sixty-third 
Street,  and  the  East  River,  it 
supplies  the  re  fineries  at  Hunt- 
er's Point,  Newtown  Creek, 
Williamsburg,  and  Brooklyn. 
The  main  line  continues  to  the 
large  Standard  refineries  at 
Bayonne,  on  New  York  Bay, 
The  line  to  Philadelphia  be- 
gins at  Colegrove,  in  McKean 
County,  with  a  branch  from 
Millway,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Baltimore.  The  lines  to  Buf- 
falo, Pittsburgh,  and  Cleve- 
land are  shorter  and  of  less 
interest.  The  company  pur- 
chased the  right  of  way,  and 
did  not  look  to  the  State  to 
exercise  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  A  private  telegraph 
wire  follows  the  pipe  line,  giv- 
ing the  managers  perfect  con- 
trol of  its  operations.  There 
are  several  small  lines  too  in- 
significant to  mention.  The 
only  important  attempt  at  ri- 
valry came  from  the  "Tide- 
water Pipe  Company,  limit- 
ed." It  w^as  organized  by 
Philadelphia  and  New  York 
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capitalists,  in  opposition  to  the  Standard, 
but  it  is  now  understood  to  be  in  entire 
harmony  with  the  interests  of  the  latter. 
Its  pipes  are  confined  to  the  Bradford  field 
and  to  a  trunk  line  from  Rixford,  near 
Bradford,  to  Tamanend,  on  the  Reading- 
Railroad,  a  distance  of  170  miles.  It  built 
and  opei'ated  refineries,  and  has  a  storage 
capacity  of  about  a  million  and  a  half  bar- 
rels. It  assumes  the  fire  risk,  and  its  cer- 
tificates are  only  bought  and  sold  for  legit- 
imate commercial  purposes,  as  they  are 
not  a  good  delivery  on  the  petroleum  ex- 
changes of  the  country. 

Having  thus  traced  the  crude  oil.wliich 
is  of  a  greenish  color,  from  its  subterra- 
nean home  to  the  receiving  tanks  of  the 
refineries  at  the  sea-board  and  elsewhere, 
we  may  now  study  the  processes  wliereby 
it  is  fitted  for  use. 


A    GREAT    REFINERY    AT    HUNTERS    POINT. 


The  discovery  of  petroleum  in  quantity 
was  the  death-blow  to  the  distillation  of 
coal  oil  from  coal  and  shale,  but  the  man- 
ufacture of  coal  oil  paved  the  way  for  the 
successful  refining  of  petroleum.  Kiers, 
the  druggist  who  had  experimented  with 
some  primitive  refining  utensils,  was  not 
successful  until  he  called  to  his  aid  in  1S5S 
tlie  services  of  C.  B.  Holmes,  an  expert  dis- 
tiller of  coal  oil. 

After  Drake's  discovery,  the  works  at 
Newtown  Creek  and  South  Brooklyn  were 
converted  from  distilleries  of  coal  oil  to 
refineries  of  petroleum,  and  it  was  in  these 
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factories  that  kerosene  was  first  pi*odnceil 
to  any  extent.  Early  in  1860  Holmes 
ei*eoted  a  refinery  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania^ 
and  soon  thereafter  the  '*  woods  were  [lit- 
erally] full  of  them,"  particularly  along 
Oil  Creek.  They  were  of  very  simple  and 
primitive  construction,  and  their  product 
did  not  compai*e  with  the  careful  scientific 
work  of  to-day.  The  greatest  step  in  the 
direction  of  impi*oved  apparatus  and  pro- 
cesses was  taken  in  1862,  at  Corry,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  at  Plummer,  between  Oil 
City  and  Titusville. 

Processes  vary  in  diffei*ent  establish- 
ments, but  they  ai*e  essentially  as  follows: 
The  crude  oil  is  emptied  into  stills  made 
of  heavy  boiler  iron,  either  in  a  cylindric- 
al form  (placed  horizontally),  or  with  oval 
top  and  corrugated  bottom,  underneath 
which  is  the  furnace  fii'e.  Every  i*efinery 
has  a  series  of  these  stills,  each  contain- 
ing fi-om  600  to  1500  ban-els.  The  former 
are  twelve  and  a  half  feet  in  diameter  and 
thirty  feet  in  length.  The  heat  of  the 
furnace  causes  vaix)i*s  to  rise  from  the 
most  volatile  portions  of  the  oil  within 
thi'ee  houi*s  after  firing  up.  This  vapor 
entei-s  a  coil,  or  worm,  of  iron  pipe  sub- 
merged in  cold  water.  The  water  cools 
or  condenses  the  vaix)r  into  a  liquid  call- 
ed "distillate."  This  condensation  in 
some  refineries  is  efi'ected  by  permitting 
the  vapor  to  escape  into  confined  boxes  of 
water,  or  condensei*s.  In  this  box  or  con- 
denser the  vapor  is  converted  into  a  dis- 
tillate which  passes  through  a  pipe  to  the 
•  receiving-room,*"  and  the  water  sinks  to 
the  bottom  of  the  condenser,  and  is  with- 
drawn. 

All  distillate  is  sent  to  the  i*eceiving- 
room,  where  a  separation  is  made  accord- 
ing to  its  density.  All  that  is  below  60°  B. 
iBaume.  standai*d  of  density),  and  down  to 
40"  B..  is  turned  into  a  tank  for  kerosene 
distillates.  The  lighter  portions,  or  the 
earlier  runs  from  the  still,  go  into  naph- 
tha, gasoline,  or  benzine  tanks,  while  the 
heavier  oils.  l>elow  38^  B..  go  into  the 
manufactiu'e  of  parafiine  and  lubricating 
oil.  The  lightest  vapor  is  called  '•  rhigo- 
lene.''  ranging  from  115^  to  105"  B..  though 
it  and  the  second  run  are  usually  turned 
into  the  naphtha  tanks.  When  saved  it  is 
used  as  an  anaesthetic.  The  next  product 
IS  known  as  "cymogene."  ranging  from 
105"  to  95'  B.,  and  is  sometimes  used  in 
ice-machines.  Below  this  is  gasoline.  95" 
to  80"  B,,  used  largely  in  country  houses 
for  manufacturing  gas.    The  Park  Avenue 


Hotel,  New  Y«>rk.  the  Grand  Union,  Sara- 
toga, and  the  Hotel  Kaatei-skill  are  lighted 
by  this  kind  of  gas.  Next  comes  naph- 
tha, 80"  to  65"  B.,  which  is  extensively 
used  in  South  American  towns  for  sti*eet- 
lamp  lighting,  and  in  conjunction  with 
benzine,  65"  to  60"  B.,  as  a  substitute  for 
turi)entine  in  mixing  varnishes  and  paints. 
Tliey  ai*e  also  useil  as  a  solvent  to  i*emove 
stains  and  gi-ease  and  for  cleaning  wools, 
and  for  this  purpose  ai*e  of  suj)erior  value. 

Finally  we  come  to  that  portion  of  the 
distillate  intendeil  for  kerosene.  It  is  i*el- 
atively  free  from  the  obnoxious  and  in- 
flammable elements  that  characterized  the 
earlier  runs  from  the  stills,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary tosubject  it  tofurther treatment.  This 
distillate,  therefore,  is  conveye<l  into  a 
still,  where  live  steam  is  in jecteil  into  it,  the 
gentle  lieat  driving  off  through  a  pipe  a 
large  proportion  of  its  remaining  inflam- 
mable ingi-edients.  The  method  of  one  of 
the  leading  manufactories  in  pnxlucing 
their  high-test  oil  is  to  introiluce  the  oil  in 
the  lower  part  of  a  tank  of  water  heated 
to  a  temperature  of  206  F^.,  or  just  below 
the  boiling-point.  The  oil  rises  through 
the  water,  and  the  vai)or  which  is  thus 
generateil  is  carried  away;  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  improved  distillate  is  convey- 
ed to  a  large  tank  called  the  "agitator."' 

In  this  agitator  the  distillate  is  treated 
with  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent,  of 
sulphuric  acid.  Meanwhile  a  current  of 
air  is  forced  down  a  tube  submerged  in 
the  distillate.  The  air  escapes  from  per- 
forations at  its  lower  extremity,  breaking 
up  the  acid  into  minute  particles  or  atoms, 
which  insui-es  the  closest  commingling  and 
admixtui-e  of  the  oil  and  acid.  The  pitch 
which  is  held  in  suspension  in  the  distil- 
late has  a  greater  affinity  for  the  sulphu- 
ric acid,  and  consequently  flies  to  its  em- 
brace. When  the  current  of  air  ceases, 
the  acid  in  combination  with  the  pitch  is 
precipitated  to  the  bottom  and  drawn  off. 
The  acid  acts  as  a  scavenger,  "sweeten- 
ing"* the  oil.  It  goes  into  the  agitator  as 
white  and  clear  as  water,  and  comes  out 
a  thick,  black,  and  tarry  substance,  known 
as  "sludge"*  or  spent  acid.  This  sludge, 
which  has  a  very  offensive  odor,  is  either 
dumped  in  deep  ocean  or  sent  to  Barren 
Island  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  fertilizei^s. 

The  next  process  is  to  give  the  distillate 
a  water  bath,  for  which  purpose  a  large 
quantity  of  water  is  pumped  to  the  top  of 
the   asritator,  and  fallins"  to  the  bottom, 
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INTERIOR    OF    BLEACHING   TANK. 


cleanses  its  contents,  removing  the  light 
films  of  acid  that  may  attach  to  the  oil 
globules.  A  solution  of  caustic  soda  is 
next  applied  in  like  manner  to  neutralize 
any  remaining  traces  of  acid,  and  to  com- 
plete the  deodorization  of  the  oil.  This 
distillate  has  now  become  refined  oil,  but 
to  lighten  and  brighten  its  color  it  is 
withdrawn  into  settling  pans,  where  it 
is  bleached  from  twelve  to  forty-eight 
hours.  It  is  then  barrelled  or  packed  in 
wood-incased  tin  cans,  and  made  ready  for 
shipment  to  consumers  at  home  or  abroad. 
The  next  product  from  the  stills  is  a 
black  tarry  substance,  termed  residuum 
because  it  can  not  be  advantageously  dis- 
tilled for  illuminating  oil.  It  is  therefore 
converted  into  paraffine  wax  and  lubri- 
cating oils  by  processes  entirely  different 
from  those  employed  in  producing  kero- 
sene. Paraffine  is  made  into  wax  can- 
dles, matches,  chewing-gum,  candies,  etc. 
Anthracine  is  the  basis  of  the  beautiful 
aniline  dyes.  Heretofore  it  has  been  sole- 
ly derived  from  the  coal  tar  obtained  by 
the  dry  distillation   of  bituminous  coal. 


A  process  has,  however,  been  patented  for 
obtaining  this  anthracine  from  crude  pe- 
troleum, or  the  petroleum  tar  obtained  as 
a  refuse  product  in  the  distillation  of  pe- 
troleum for  the  purpose  of  producing  ker- 
osene. Lubricating  oil  for  journals  work- 
ing under  light  pressure  is  as  good  as 
sperm-oil.  In  fact,  such  railroads  as  the 
London  and  Northwestern,  the  war  ships  of 
England,  and  the  cotton  factories  of  Man- 
chester and  New  England  use  paraffine 
oils  in  preference  to  animal  or  vegetable 
oils.  The  former  will  not  spontaneously 
ignite.  Mineral  lubricating  oil  costs  only 
a  tenth  as  much  as  sperm-oil. 

The  medicinal  value  of  petroleum  and 
its  products,  especially  for  rheumatism 
and  sores,  has  long  been  recognized.  Its 
most  important  use  is  in  vaseline,  which 
is  conceded  to  be  almost  without  a  rival  as 
a  base  for  ointments ;  and  for  many  dis- 
eases, such  as  consumption,  bronchitis, 
phthisis,  etc.,  its  internal  use  has  been 
recommended.  Further  experiments  are 
necessary  to  define  its  full  value  as  a  re- 
medial agent. 
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Jn  tlie  matter  of  refined  oil  there 
are  various  grades  adapted  to  differ- 
ent markets  or  legal  requirements. 
The  ordinary  standard  for  the  oil  of 
commerce  is  100°fiash  test, Tagliabue 
tester,  and  110°  fire  test.  Different 
instruments  have  been  devised  to 
test  the  quality  of  oil,  but  the  princi- 
ple of  all  is  the  same.  An  open  or 
inclosed  cup  containing  oil  in  which 
a  thermometer  is  submerged  is  heat- 
ed by  means  of  a  spirit-lamp.  As 
each  increasing  degree  of  heat  is 
registered,  a  lighted  taper  is  rapidly 
passed  over  the  surface  to  detect 
the  existence  of  naphtha  or  gaseous 
matter.  The  lowest  temperature  at 
which. the  oil  evolves  an  inflamma- 
ble vapor  is  noted  and  fixed  as  the 
'' ihishing-point."  The  heat  is  in- 
tensified and  the  experiment  contin- 
ued until  the  oil  itself  ignites.  Tlie 
former  is  the  flash  test,  the  latter 
the  fire  test.  An  inflammable  vapor 
such  as  a  low  grade  of  oil  gives  ott' 
at  even  a  low  temperature  is,  "svhen 
mixed  with  atmospheric  air,  say  in 
the  pi'0})ortion  of  one  to  five,  a  very 
dangerous  compound.  It  is  not  the 
oil  which  explodes,butlliegas  wliich 
is  genei'ated  in  a  hot  hun]). 

Tlie  flash  test  of  100°  F.  and  the 
WvQ  test  of  110°  are  doubtless  safe 
in  properly  constructed  lamps,  even 
though  the  tempei'ature  of  the  oil 
may  rise  above  the  degi'ee  of  tlie 
test,  because  the  va])or  is  confined, 
and  also  because  a  ])ortion  of  it  is 
constantly  consumed  by  the  flame. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  exjieriments 
nuidc  l)y  Pi-ofessor  C.  F.  Chandler 
(Icinonstrate  that  the  tem])erature  of 
the  oil  in  lam]>s  frequently  does  rise 
higlu'i-  lliMii  the  degree  fixed  up<m  ms 
a  safety  standard.  For  instance,  m 
a  room  where  the  thcrnionK^ter  re- 
(■ord(vl  S2  to  84  F.  \\\o  highest  rec- 
ord of  the  oil  in  any  one  of  thii-tccn 
nu'tal  lam])s  was  120'  F..  and  in  ;iny 
one  of  twelve  glass  lamps  [)l  ,  the 
iivcrage  for  the  metal  lamps  ]>eing 
'.MlA  F..  and  for  the  glass  8(5 '.  In  a 
room  00*"  to  02°  F.  the  highest  tem- 
l)rratur(^  in  the  metal  lamp  was  12*.)" 
F..  ami  in  the  glass  98^.  the  averafre 
foi-  the  nuMal  l)eing  lOlJ  F..  and 
for  the  glass  1>2.V  •  From  this  it 
would  a]>i>ea;-  that  glass  is  a  safer 
material    than    metal,  inasmuch    as 
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the  oil  does  not  get  so  hot,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  danger  of  breakage  is  greater. 
While  the  brass  "student-lamp"  heats  up 
to  about  tlie  higliest  degree,  it  has  an  at- 
tachment excluding  the  atmosphere,  so 
that  blowing  out  the  flame  does  not  drive 
it  downward.  Moreover,  it  is  so  arranged 
that  the  oil  is  always  on  the  same  level, 
and  therefore  the  capillary  attraction  is 
never  overtaxed,  as  in  ordinary  lamps, 
when  the  oil  is  low.  Experts  in  kerosene 
lighting  lay  stress  on  the  necessity  of  pro- 
curing a  good  quality  of  wick  and  of  fit- 
ting it  fully. 

Absolutely  safe  as  a  good  grade  of  ker- 
osene is  in  a  good  lamp,  the  consumer's 
only  protection  lies  in  the  brand,  or  in 
State  or  municipal  inspection.  The  law 
should  be  based  upon  scientific  experi- 
ments, and  be  rigidly  enforced.  Some 
States  are  without  adequate  laws  in  this 
respect,  and  they  should  hasten  to  sur- 
round their  citizens  with  proper  safe- 
guards. Such  laws  also  serve  to  protect 
honest  manufacturers  from  the  competi- 
tion of  unprincipled  refiners.  While  in 
England,  New  York  city  and  State,  and 
Massachusetts  100°  F.  flash  test  is  the  stand- 
ard, in  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Ohio  120° 
is  the  lowest.  Georgia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Maryland  have  110°  fire  test  as  the  stand- 
ard, while  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Wis- 
consin, and  Japan  it  is  120°.  Missouri  and 
Illinois  require  150°  fire  test,  which  insures 
to  all  families  the  grade  of  oil  which  is 
used  by  the  most  intelligent  consumers 
everywhere.  The  instruments  differ  so 
much,  however,  that  kerosene  which  would 
be  condemned  by  one  might  be  accepted 
under  another. 

The  petroleum  industry  gives  employ- 
ment to  a  large  body  of  laborers.  In  1880, 
according  to  the  census  report,  there  were 
2111  skilled  and  8784  unskilled  workmen 
engaged  in  producing  oil,  and  9869  persons 
in  refining  it.  There  are  about  20, 000  wells 
in  the  entire  oil  field,  but  many  of  them  are 
small  pumpers,  and  one  hand  can  attend 
to  several  of  them.  After  the  completion 
of  tlie  derrick,  and  the  arrival  of  engine 
and  tools,  four  men  are  required  to  drill  a 
well.  These  men  receive  $3  50  per  day. 
The  common  well-tenders,  pipe-men,  and 
the  like  receive  $50  per  month,  or  from 
$1  75  to  $2  per  day.  Coopers  and  carpen- 
ters get  about  §2  50.  In  refineries  skilled 
laborers  receive  $3  per  day,  and  still-men, 
or  common  workmen,  get  about  ^1  75. 

The  best-paid  men  in  the  oil  business 
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are    those    who    own    and   control  "the 
Standard,"  and  their  services  undoubted- 
ly come  under  the  head  of  "skilled  labor." 
Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  who  is  the  mas- 
ter-spirit of  the  Standard,  is  still  a  rela- 
tively young  man.     When  he  became  in- 
terested in  a  small  refinery  in  1862  he  was 
not  much  more  than  a  precocious  boy. 
He  had  the  prescience  and  sagacity,  how- 
ever, to  foresee  the  future  possibilities  of 
the  petroleum  industry,  and  in  1865  he 
abandoned  his  produce  commission  busi- 
ness in   Cleveland  and  devoted   himself 
exclusively  to  oil  refining  and  shipping. 
By  1870  the  firms  of  Rockefeller  and  Co. 
and    Rockefeller,  Flagler,  and   Andrews 
had  attained  a  high  position  in  the  trade; 
but  Rockefeller's  dream  was  a  great  or- 
ganization that  should  control  the  petro- 
leum business   of  the  country.     In  this 
year  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  Ohio 
was  formed,  with   a  nominal   capital  of 
$1,000,000.      To    it   was   transferred    the 
plant,  property,  and  good-will  of  the  two 
firms  above  mentioned.     Later,  this  cap- 
ital was  increased  to  $3,500,000,  by  unit- 
ing with  it  the  larger  outside  refineries  of 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  New  York, 
and  the  x^olicy  of  aggression  and  absorption 
of  rival  concerns  was  begun.     A  Standard 
Oil  Company  was  organized  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  New  York,  and  in  New  Jersey ;  but, 
superior   to   these  companies,  there  was 
created  in  1880  a  mysterious  organization 
known  as  the  "Standard  Oil  Trust,"  with 
a  capital  of  $70,000,000.     One  of  its  origi- 
nators has  testified  that  it  is  "neither  a 
partnership    nor    corporation,"  but  "an 
agreement  made  by  individuals  interest- 
ed, who  have  by  virtue  of  that  agreement 
created  a  trust,  and  put  that  trust  in  the 
hands  of  trustees."     In  it  is  supposed  to 
be  lodged  the  supreme  control  of  the  four 
Standard  Oil  Companies  ol  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  of 
the  National  Transit  Company,  and  of  the 
various    refineries    and    allied    interests 
which  it  owns  or  controls.     It  is  a  com- 
mercial   secret    society,  which   has   been 
managed  with  consummate  skill  and  abil- 
ity, and  it  has  successfully  defied  inquisi- 
tive courts,  legislatures,  and  newspapers. 
"The  Standard"  in  its  generic  sense  has 
come  in  for  generous  abuse  in  many  quar- 
ters, as  its  tentacles  have  reached  out  and 
bodily  appropriated  the  transportation  fa- 
cilities and  refineries  of  oil,  suppressing 
all  opposition  and  competition.     Before  it 
constructed  a  pipe  line  of  its  own  to  the 
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sea-board  it  was  necessarily  tlie  largest 
shipper  of  crude  oil  to  tide-water,  and 
great  complaints  were  made  that  all  the 
oil  terminal  facilities  of  railways,  partic- 
ularly the  Erie  and  New  York  Central, 
were  owned  or  leased  by  the  Standard  in- 
terests, and  such  large  rebates  were  made 
to  it  on  the  oil  transported  in  tank  cai's 
that  the  discrimination  ^^•as  ruinous  to  all 
outside  refiners  and  shippers. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the 
growth  of  the  Standard  was  merely  in 
keeping  with  the  commercial  tendency  of 
the  present  time,  which  leads  to  the  ag- 
gregation of  capital  and  the  consequent 
overthrow  of  smaller  artisans  and  ti-ades- 
men.  The  company  should  be  less  sub- 
ject to  hostile  criticism  than  had  it  been 
the  recipient  of  grants,  subsidies,  or  val- 
uable public  franchises.  It  is  a  natural 
and  not  a  legislative  monopoly,  and  in 
this  respect  differs  from  many  other  great 
monopolies,  like  the  East  India  Company, 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  Alaska 
Fur  Company,  or  railways  with  large 
land  grants  of  public  domain.  Though 
"the  Standard"  has  acquired  control  of 
almost  the  entire  pipe  line  system,  and 
manufactures  and  sells  perhaps  ninety  per 
cent,  of  all  the  oil  produced,  it  has,  as  a 
rule,  held  aloof  from  the  in'oducing  busi- 
ness, though  many  of  its  largest  stock- 
holders are  personally  interested  in  pro- 
duction. 

From  present  appearances  the  petrole- 
um wells  of  Pennsylvania  have  passed 
their  maximum,  and  though  occasional 
small  pools  are  likely  to  be  found,  it  is  ex- 
tremely doubtful  if  future  discoveries  can 
possibly  approach  the  volume  of  output 
of  the  palmy  days  of  1881  and  1882.  The 
probability  is,  however,  that  prolific  fields 
will  be  opened  in  some  other  portions  of 
the  country,  perhaps  in  West  Virginia, 
the  Carolinas,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Missouri, 
Wyoming,  or  in  California  and  Canada, 
where  oil  has  been  found  in  small  commer- 
cial quantities.  South  America,  too,  espe- 
cially Peru,  is  a  promising  field,  and,  in  fact, 
since  petroleum  is  a  universal  product,  a 
great  many  surprises  in  the  way  of  devel- 
opment doubtless  lie  before  us  in  the  future. 
Since  its  sources  of  supply,  however,  are 
hidden,  and  it  is  in  that  respect  radically 
different  from  most  staple  products,  great 
uncertainty  must  always  attend  the  pro- 
duction of  petroleum. 

The  foreign  demand  for  our  refined  oil 
has  steadily  increased,  as  follows: 


E.YPORTS  OF  Oil  from  the 

United  States. 

Year. 

Gallons. 

Value. 

1862 

5,828,129 

*1, 539,027 

1864 

25,496,849 

16.563,413 

1866 

50,9S7,;U1 

24,830,887 

1868 

79,456,888 

21,810,676 

1870 

113,735,294 

32,668,960 

1872 

145,171,583 

34,058,390 

1874 

247,806,483 

41,245,815 

1876 

243,660,152 

32,915,786 

1878 

338,841,303 

46,574,974 

1880 

423.964,699 

36,218,625 

1882 

559,954,590 

51,232,706 

1884 

513,660,092 

47,103,248 

The  exports  for  1885  exceed  those  of  1884 
by  about  ten  per  cent.  Tlie  lai-ger  portion 
goes  to  Germany  and  England,  but  the 
demand  in  India  and  China  is  increas- 
ing. The  domestic  consumption  is  grow- 
ing, and  at  the  present  time  the  aggregate 
consum])tion  of  American  kerosene  is  in 
excess  of  the  production  of  petroleum,  as 
it  has  been  for  a  year  or  more.  The  pre- 
sent daily  production  of  petroleum  is 
about  55,000  barrels,  against  an  estimated 
consumption  of  between  G5,000  and  70,000. 
The  foreign  demand  averages  about  42,000 
barrels,  and  the  home  consumption  26,000. 

The  great  rival  to  American  petroleum, 
which  gives  promise  of  dangerous  compe- 
tition in  the  near  future  in  the  markets  of 
Europe,  is  the  Russian. 

The  petroleum  industry  of  Baku  may 
be  said  to  date  from  1872,  Avhen  the  crown 
monopoly  was  abolished,  and  the  terri- 
tory divided  into  lots  of  twenty -five 
acres  each  and  sold  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. This  brought  the  petroleum  re- 
sources of  the  region  to  public  attention; 
but  up  to  1877  their  development  was  se- 
riously restricted  by  the  onerous  tax  col- 
lected from  the  product.  In  1875  Robert 
Nobel,  a  Swede,  whose  brother  Albert  in- 
vented dynamite,  and  whose  brother  Lud- 
wig  was  a  rich  ship-builder  on  the  Neva, 
located  in  Baku,  and  erected  a  small  re- 
finery. A  few  years  later  he  was  joined 
by  Ludwig,  who  invested  his  fortune  and 
brains  in  the  petroleum  industry.  They 
introduced  modern  ideas  in  a  vigorous 
manner  that  completely  revolutionized 
the  previous  methods  of  the  oil  business 
of  that  region,  and  in  fact  they  created 
the  industr3^  They  imported  skilled  well- 
borers  with  their  tools  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  constructed  a  pipe  line  eight  miles  in 
length  from  Baku  to  the  wells  at  Bala- 
khani,  replacing  the  old  mode  of  trans- 
portation on  Persian  carts.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  there  are  seven  lines  of  pipe 
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between  these  two  points,  besides  a  rail- 
way. 

Tlie  great  obstacles  to  overcome  were 
the  remoteness  of  the  refineries  from  the 
market  and  the  difficulty  and  excessive 
cost  of  transporting  the  refined  article  to 
the  centres  of  consumption.  In  1879  they 
began  the  construction  of  a  fleet  of  cistern 
steamers,  specially  designed  and  built  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  oil  in  bulk  on  the 
Caspian  Sea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Volga. 
These  vessels  were  constructed  in  Sweden, 
and  floated  in  halves  through  canals  to 
the  Volga,  where  they  were  united.  They 
have  a  length  of  250  feet,  beam  28  feet, 
and  depth  in  water  when  loaded  10  to  12 
feet.  Mr. Redwood  states  that  "the  whole 
of  the  bows  and  forward  part  of  the  steam- 
er forms  one  large  cistern,  furnished  with 
two  longitudinal  bulk-heads  and  several 
transverse  bulk-heads,  to  prevent  oscilla- 
tion of  the  liquid  when  the  vessel  is  roll- 
ing in  a  heavy  sea.  The  engines  and  boil- 
ers are  amidships,  and  aft  of  these  are  two 
cylindrical  vertical  tanks  of  a  diameter 
about  equal  to  the  beam  of  the  vessel,  ris- 
ing somewhat  above  the  level  of  the  deck." 
The  Caspian  is  a  stormy  sea,  and  the  voy- 
age to  the  mouth  of  the  Volga  is  460  miles. 
(The  first  experiment  in  shipping  oil  in 
bulk  across  the  Atlantic  was  declared  to 
be  a  failure,  and  American  oil  is  usually 
exported  in  barrels  or  cases,  but  during 
the  month  of  October  last  the  American 
ship  Crusader  carried  in  bulk  from  New 
York  to  Liverpool  177,400  gallons  of  oil.) 
The  Caspian  steamers  can  proceed  no  fur- 
ther than  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Volga,  as  the  water  is  too 
shallow  to  allow  their  passage.  To  meet 
this  difficulty  the  Messrs.  Nobel  construct- 
ed a  number  of  tank  barges  to  convey  the 
oil  to  Tsaritzin,  where  they  built  large 
storage  tanks,  sidings,  cooper  shops,  etc. 
At  this  point  they  met  the  Tsaritzin-Griazi 
Railway,  which  connects  with  the  railway 
system  of  Russia,  and  they  built  1500  tank 
cars  to  transport  the  oil  into  the  interior 
for  general  distribution. 

The  refinery  at  Black  Town,  the  Hunt- 
er's Point  of  Baku,  covers  seventy-five  to 
eighty  acres,  and  about  eight  thousand 
men  are  said  to  be  employed  by  the 
various  firms  and  companies  at  that 
place.  The  firm  of  Nobel  Brothers  has 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Nobel  Com- 
pany, which  occupies  in  Russia  relatively 
the  same  position  that  the  Standard  does 
in  this  country. 


As  a  rule,  American  producers  make 
light  of  Russian  production,  and  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  refined  oil  contend  that 
inasmuch  as  only  about  one  and  a  half 
l)er  cent,  of  European  consumption  is  sup- 
plied by  Russian  refineries,  they  have  no 
fears  of  Russian  competition.  That  they 
underestimate  the  capabilities  of  that  re- 
gion is  apparent,  if  we  may  believe  such 
observers  as  Charles  Marvin,  an  English 
authority  on  Russia,  or  Boverton  Red- 
wood, the  chemist  of  the  London  Petrole- 
um Association,  and  the  statement  of  well- 
informed  Americans  who  have  visited  that 
region.  Mr.  Redwood,  who  recently  re- 
turned from  a  tour  of  inspection,  states 
that  "the  oil  field  from  which  the  Baku 
refiners  are  supplied  is  not,  in  fact,  more 
than  three  miles  square,  and  on  this  small 
tract  there  are  flowing  wells  or  fountains 
which  apparently  could  supply  the  whole 
world  with  lamp  oil  and  lubricating  oil. 
.  .  .  There  is,  I  believe,  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  something  like  1000  to  1200  square 
miles  of  the  Apsheron  Peninsula  may  be 
fairly  regarded  as  more  or  less  productive 
oil  territory.  ...  I  had  seen  wells  in  Amer- 
ica that  were  considered  remarkable  in  re- 
gard to  the  quantity  of  the  oil  yielded, 
and  had  read  accounts  of  the  productive- 
ness of  the  Russian  wells,  but  I  w^as,  I 
must  confess,  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
evidences  of  abundant  supply.  .  .  .  The 
well  I  saw  spouting  (Nobel's  No.  18)  yields 
at  the  rate  of  1,125,000  gallons  (say  27,000 
barrels)  per  twenty-four  hours  when  open- 
ed (it  is  shut  down  by  a  valve  attach- 
ment when  its  product  is  not  needed), 
and  it  is  by  no  means  the  most  pro- 
ductive that  has  been  struck,  the  Drooj- 
ba  well  and  Nobel's  No.  9  w^ell  having 
for  a  time  yielded  about  double  that  quan- 
tity/." The  significance  of  this  statement 
will  be  realized  when  it  is  remembered 
that  a  5000  barrel  well  in  this  country  is 
considered  very  large  indeed,  and  that  the 
largest  ever  opened  here  made  less  than 
10,000  barrels  in  twenty-four  hours. 

No  effort  has  been  made  to  develop  the 
resources  of  that  region,  as  the  400  wells 
already  opened  have  supplied  more  than 
the  refineries  could  use,  and  in  its  crude 
form  at  the  wells  the  oil  has  only  a  nomi- 
nal value,  say  from  10  to  25  cents  per  bar- 
rel. It  costs  more  to  drill  wells  there 
than  here,  or  say  $10,000  against  an 
average  of  $2500  to  $3000.  This  is  owing 
to  the  harder  rock  generally  encountered, 
and  greater  cost  of  machinery,  the  average 
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depth  being  only  about  450  feet.  The  oil 
seems  to  lie  in  cells,  and  wlien  one  is  ex- 
liaustcd  and  stops  flowing",  upon  deeper 
borincf  anotlier  reservoir  is  tapped.  There 
are  only  about  one  hundred  of  these  wells 
actually  yielding  oil  at  any  one  time,  and 
though  tlie  figures  are  not  so  exact  as 
those  obtained  of  American  production, 
the  output  in  1879  is  gi  ven  at  370, 000  tons= 
2,590,000  barrels,  and  in  1884,  1,130,000 
tons  =  7,910,000  barrels.  Upon  good  au- 
thority it  may  be  said  that  the  present 
daily  production  of  Russian  oil  averages 
35,000  barrels. 

Tbe  completion  within  a  few  years  of 
the  Trans-Caucasian  Railway  from  Baku 
to  Batoum,  on  tlie  Black  Sea,  a  distance 
of  560  miles,  furnishes  a  European  outlet 
for  Russian  petroleum.  This  railway  lias 
so  far,  however,  not  accomplished  so  much 
as  was  expected  of  it,  owing  to  single  track, 
insufficient  rolling  stock,  and  steep  grade 
in  crossing  the  Suram  Pass, 3000  feet  above 
sea-level.  It  is  said  that  transportation 
from  Baku  to  Batoum  costs  about  two  cents 
per  gallon  for  oil,  and  takes  from  four  to 
fourteen  days'  time.  It  has  been  pro- 
posed to  construct  a  pipe  line  between 
these  points  to  economize  tlie  cost  of 
shipment.  And  this  must  be  done  to  give 
the  Russian  product  a  cheap  and  adequate 
outlet.  The  Austrian  Lloyd's  and  the 
Black  Sea  Navigation  Company  can  con- 
vey the  oil  to  Constantinople,  and  thence 
through  the  IMcditerranean  to  all  the 
ports  of  western  Europe.  Liveri^ool  by 
water  is  3110  miles  from  Batoum,  and 
3000  miles  from  New  York;  Antwerp  is 
3185  miles  from  Batoum,  and  3348  from 
New  York;  Hamburg  is  3452  miles  from 
Batoum,  and  3576  miles  from  New  York. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  with  proper  ship- 
ping facilities  Baku  will  be  at  no  disad- 
vantage in  respect  to  proximity  to  mar- 
kets. Moreover,  oil  is  introduced  into 
Germany  and  Austro- Hungary  directly 
across  tiie  border  by  rail  from  Tsaritzin 
as  a  distributing  point. 

The  relative  quality  of  Russian  and 
American  refined  oil  has  been  a  subject 
of  much  discussion.  Mr.  Redwood  says 
that  "when  the  Russian  oil  was  first  in- 
troduced in  Europe  its  high  specific  grav- 
ity led  to  the  belief  that  it  would  not  burn 
in  ordinary  mineral  oil  lamps.  The  fact, 
however,  was  overlooked  that  the  crude 
oil  yields  so  small  a  percentage  of  kero- 
sene that  this  product  is  necessarily  very 
homosreneous."      It   is   not   regarded   as 


quite  equal  to  the  American  article,  but 
this  is  probably  due  to  superior  care  in 
refining  it  here.  If  American  refined  ad- 
vances materially  in  price,  it  is  likely  to 
assist  the  Russian  refiners  in  marketing 
their  oil  in  Europe.  At  home  they  have 
an  advantage  over  foreign  oil  in  a  pro- 
tective taritt'  equivalent  to  about  six  cents 
a  gallon  on  imported  kerosene. 

The  Russian  oil,  as  all  American  oil 
men  remark  in  commenting  upon  it, 
yields  only  about  27  to  30  per  centum  of 
kerosene,  against  75  to  78  per  centum  from 
Pennsylvania  oil ;  but  as  an  oll'sct  to  this 
the  Russians  obtain  45  iwv  centum  of  lu- 
bricating oil,  which,  according  to  the  tes- 
timony of  a  prominent  Standard  magnate, 
"is  flooding  Europe,"  and  also  about  14 
per  centum  of  liquid  fuel. 

This  brings  us  to  the  interesting  ques- 
tion of  the  use  and  value  of  petroleum  as 
a  fuel,  in  which  respect  Russia  has  deter- 
mined a  problem  which  is  not  jct  regard- 
ed as  conclusively  solved  in  this  countiy. 
In  the  Caspian  region  coal  and  wood  are 
scarce,  and  the  necessity  of  finding  a  sub- 
stitute, together  with  the  cheapness  of 
crude  petroleum  or  its  refuse,  called  as- 
tatki,  accounts  for  the  persistent  and  suc- 
cessful attempts  to  use  petroleum  as  a 
fuel.  To-day  nearly  if  not  all  the  steam- 
ers on  the  Caspian  and  Volga,  and  the  lo- 
comotives on  the  railways  in  that  region, 
burn  oil  exclusively.  In  the  apparatus 
employed,  a  continuous  stream  of  oil  pass- 
es through  an  aperture  one-eighth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  falling  vertically,  and 
meeting  a  jet  of  steam  which  forces  the 
oil  into  the  furnace  in  the  form  of  exceed- 
ingly fine  spray,  making  in  its  combus- 
tion an  intense  heat. 

In  this  country,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
the  only  practical  utilization  of  petroleum 
as  a  fuel  is  in  kerosene  stoves,  and  during 
the  past  few  years  their  manufacture  and 
use  have  greatly  increased.  In  the  ordi- 
nary oil  stove  the  heat  is  obtained  from 
three  or  four  wicks  without  chimneys. 
The  great  objection  to  all  oil  stoves  (which 
also  applies  to  gas  stoves)  is  that  they  viti- 
ate the  air  unless  the  apartment  be  fully 
ventilated.  It  is  estimated  that  a  four- 
burner  stove  in  a  closed  room  would  con- 
sume as  much  oxygen  as  fifty  men.  Oil 
stoves  are  very  convenient  for  small  fam- 
ilies and  for  light  meals, and  are  decidedly 
economical.  Gasoline  and  naphtha  have 
been  employed  in  stoves,  but  they  are  dan- 
jrerous,  and  their  use  should  be  avoided. 
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Not  witli standing  the  acknowledged  suc- 
cess of  i)etroleum  as  a  fuel  for  locomotives 
and  steamers  in  the  Caspian  region,  it  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  passed  the  experi- 
mental stage  in  this  country.  As  early  as 
1862.  in  the  refinery  atCorry,  Pennsylvania, 
previously  referred  to,  its  use  as  a  fuel  was 
undertaken  by  means  of  an  apparatus  sim- 
ilar to  that  now  employed  in  Russia,  but 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  impressed  the 
refiners, perhaps  because  petroleum  became 
more  valuable  in  succeeding  years.  Those, 
however,  who  have  tested  the  spraying 
injector  concede  that  it  is  a  complete  me- 
chanical success,  but  nearly  all  American 
authorities  pronounce  against  its  use  on 
ocean  vessels.  The  objection  is  that  the 
heat  of  the  engine-room  might  generate 
dangerous  explosive  vapors,  besides  ren- 
dei^ing  the  close  quarters  of  the  vessel  un- 
comfortable from  its  stench.  Xo  such 
comments  are  made  on  it  in  Russia;  on 
the  contrary.it  is  highly  commended  there. 
In  1867  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 
in  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 
said :  "  It  appears  that  the  use  of  petroleum 
as  a  fuel  for  steamers  is  hopeless;  con- 
venience is  against  it,  comfort  is  against 
it,  health  is  against  it,  economy  is  against 
it."  At  that  time. however, petroleum  was 
five  or  six  times  as  dear  as  now,  so  that 
the  last  portion  of  the  statement  must  be 
reversed.  The  economy  of  course  de^Dends 
on  the  relative  cost  of  the  two  fuels,  which 
is  constantly  varying. 

With  crude  oil  at  75  cents  a  barrel  and 
coal  at  $3  per  ton,  their  value  would  be 
identical.  The  common  scientific  state- 
ment is  that  one  pound  of  petroleum  con- 
tains twice  as  many  heat  units  as  a  pound 
of  coal;  but  experiments  made  under  the 
direction  of  B.  F.  Isherwood,  the  distin- 
guished Chief  Engineer  of  the  navy,  with 


a  regular  marine  boiler,  show  that  one 
pound  of  petroleum  evaporated  two-thirds 
more  water  than  a  pound  of  anthracite. 
The  apparatus  by  which  he  made  this  test 
was  a  simple  GifFard  injector,  b}'  which 
the  petroleum  is  injected  into  the  furnace 
in  the  form  of  minutely  divided  spray  by 
the  agency  of  steam. 

The  point  has  been  urged  that  one 
great  advantage  possessed  by  petroleum 
as  a  fuel  lies  in  its  smaller  bulk;  and, 
while  this  is  true  in  a  measure,  there  has 
been  considerable  loose  writing  on  the 
subject,  which  may  be  corrected  by  the 
exact  facts. 

The  facts  are  that  the  relative  weights  of 
anthracite  and  petroleum  that  can  be  car- 
ried on  board  a  vessel  in  a  given  space  de- 
pend largely  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  latter  is  stowed.  American  anthracite 
has  a  sper^ific  gravity  of  1.50,  and  as  stow- 
ed in  vessels  sixty  pounds  can  be  placed 
in  a  cubic  foot  of  space,  taking  large  and 
small  lumps  mingled.  The  specific  grav- 
ity of  petroleum  at  engine  -  room  tem- 
perature is  but  little  over  one-half  that  of 
anthracite,  but  fi-fty  pounds  of  it  can  be 
placed  in  a  cubic  foot  of  space,  provided 
it  be  carried  in  compartments  or  tanks 
built  into  the  vessel  for  the  purpose.  The 
compartments  must  be  numerous  and 
small,  however,  on  account  of  the  rolling 
and  pitching  of  the  vessel  at  sea.  for  the 
weight  of  a  large  quantity  of  petroleum 
could  not  be  allowed  to  shift  position. 
Assuming  that  the  petroleum  is  carried  in 
tanks,  and  that  it  evaporates  two-thirds 
more  steam  per  pound  than  anthracite, 
we  have  for  the  relative  steam-producing 
capabilities  of  the  anthracite  and  petrole- 
um in  equal  spaces  (1  x60),  60  for  the  for- 
mer and  (If  X  50)  83^  for  the  latter,  so  that 
for  equal  space  in  the  vessel  occupied  by 
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fuel,  petroleum  would  produce  about  39 
per  cent.  0101*6  steam.  The  relative 
weights  of  fuel  to  be  carried,  wliich  is  also 
very  important  in  vessels,  would  be  as  60 
for  the  anthracite  and  50  for  the  petrole- 
um, or  one-sixth  less  than  the  anthracite. 

If,  however,  the  petroleum  be  stowed  in 
bari*els.  the  above  ratios  change  materi- 
ally. In  this  case  only  about  36  pounds 
of  petroleum  could  be  placed  in  a  cubic 
foot  of  space,  allowing  for  the  bulk  of  the 
materials  of  the  barrels  and  for  the  inter- 
stitial spaces  l>etween  them.  Then  the 
relative  quantities  of  steam  that  could  be 
obtained  from  equal  spaces  occupied  would 
be  (1 X  60 1  60  for  the  anthracite  and  (If  X  36) 
60  for  the  petroleum,  or  exactly  the  same. 
In  either  case  the  aggi*egate  weights  of  fuel 
and  containing  vessels  would  not  materi- 
ally vary,  for  tlie  weight  of  the  barrels  or 
of  the  partitions  of  the  small  compart- 
ments containing  the  petroleum  is  con- 
siderably greater  than  the  weight  of  the 
bunkers  containing  the  anthracite. 

The  great  economy  in  the  use  of  petro- 
leum on  large  vessels  may  be  illustrated 
by  reference  to  the  Etniria.  the  latest  Cu- 
narder.  Shipping  men  say  that  one  rea- 
son such  vessels  are  not  more  profitable 
is  because  of  the  small  space  left  for  freight 
after  stowing  the  necessary  quota  of  coal. 
It  burns  on  a  passage  of  six  days  and  a 
half  2275  tons  of  coal,  but.  to  be  prepared 
for  delays,  it  carries  3000  tons,  leaving 
only  400  tons  for  freight.  If  39  per  cent, 
of  space  could  be  economized  on  such  a 
vessel  as  this,  it  would  give  space  for  1170 
tons  more  cargo  of  the  same  gm  vity  as  coal. 

The  Hydrcgraphic  Otfice  of  the  Navy 
Department  recently  requested  mariners 
to  report  upon  the  value  of  oil  in  quelling 
boisterous  and  dangerous  seas.  The  testi- 
mony is  uniformly  favorable  to  the  use  of 
animal  and  vegetable  oils  "on  the  trou- 
bled watere,"*  but  petroleum  is  thinner, 
and  lacks  that  oleaginous  quality  neces- 
sary to  subdue  the  breaking  of  the  waves. 

Unless  petroleum  be  found  in  much 
greater  quantities  than  heretofore,  it  could 
not  to  any  considerable  degree  furnish  suf- 
ficient fuel  t^  drive  the  wheels  of  our  in- 
dustries. Its  enlarged  use  would  doubt- 
less increase^  its  cost  to  an  extent  that 
would  destroy  the  economy. 

In  steel  works  at  "Woreester.  Massachu- 
setts, on  steam  ferry-lx)ats  on  the  bay  of 
San  Francisco,  and  elsewhere,  isolated  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  use  petroleum 
as  a  fuel. 


A  naphtha  engine  called  the  Holland 
patent  ran  for  some  time  on  the  Erie, 
drawing  a  train  of  passenger- cai-s.  but 
nothing  seems  to  have  come  fi*om  the  ex- 
periment. The  Dickey  furnace,  which  has 
a  spraying  apparatus,  uses  crude  oil.  and 
extended  experiments  were  made  with  it. 

Though  the  introduction  of  petroleum 
as  a  fuel  has  met  with  little  favor,  natural 
gas,  chemically  identical  with  petroleum, 
has  of  late  attracted  wide  attention.  The 
existence  of  natural  gas  in  this  country 
was  known  long  before  j)etroleuni  wells 
were  drilled:  and  as  early  as  1S21  a  gas 
spring  at  Fredonia,  New  York,  was  dis- 
covered, a  well  dug.  and  the  gas  was  con- 
veyed to  several  houses,  which  were  illu- 
minated by  it  in  1S24,  when  Lafayette 
passed  through  the  village. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  oil  industry 
natural  gas  was  found  to  co-exist  with  the 
oil,  and  its  presence  causes  oil  wells  to 
flow.  As  early  as  the  spring  of  1S61 
Rouse's  well  was  opened  as  a  large  pro- 
ducer of  petix)leum,  with  a  large  volume 
of  escaping  gas  that  filled  the  neighboring 
valley  like  a  fog.  Coming  in  contact  with 
fire  somewhere  in  the  vicinity,  a  terrific 
explosion  occurred,  killing  nineteen  per- 
sons. During  the  last  decade  natural  gas 
has  been  introduced  into  most  of  the  towns 
of  the  oil  regions,  lx)th  as  a  fuel  and  illu- 
minant.  Prominent  among  towns  using 
this  natural  agent  are,  first,  Pittsburgh  and 
Allegheny  City,  where  it  is  extensively 
employed  in  manufactures,  and  next  to 
these  Oil  City.  Bradford.  Warren.  Titus- 
ville.  Fi*anklin.  Butler.  Beaver  Falls.  Boli- 
var, Allentown,  Friendship,  etc..  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Cuba,  Fredonia,  and  Olean, 
in  New  York. 

There  is  a  saving  in  its  use  over  lump 
coal  of  about  twenty  i)er  cent.,  and  in  la- 
bor of  alx>ut  ten  per  cent.  Manufacturers 
consider  it  superior  to  coal,  as  it  is  easily 
applied  and  cheaply  and  conveniently 
manipulated.  It  is  probable  that  within  a 
year  it  will  almost  entirely  supei^ede  coal 
in  Pittsburgh,  where  it  already  displaces 
over  ten  thousand  tons  of  coal  daily.  Thus 
the  character  of  that  city  will  be  complete- 
ly transformed,  and  it  will  no  longer  be 
properly  described  as  *'the  dirtiest  city  in 
America."  On  the  contrary,  it  should  be 
the  cleanest  of  any  manufacturing  centre. 
It  is  only  within  the  last  two  yeai*s  that 
any  serious  attempt  has  been  made  to  con- 
vey the  gas  from  the  chief  sources  of  sup- 
ply at  Murraysville  and  Tarentum,  about 
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twenty  miles  distant.  Now  there  are  over 
three  hund]*ed  miles  of  pipe,  from  six  to 
twenty-four  inches  in  diameter.  Mr.  An- 
drew Carnegie,  the  distinguished  iron- 
master, in  a  late  address  before  the  Steel 
and  Iron  Institute  of  London,  said:  ''A 
walk  throug-h  our  rolling-mills  would  sur- 
prise the  members  of  the  Institute.  In  the 
steel -rail  mills,  for  instance,  where  be- 
fore would  have  been  seen  thirty  stokers 
stripped  to  the  w^aist,  firing  boilers  which 
require  a  supply  of  about  400  tons  of  coal 
in  twenty-four  hours,  ninety  firemen  in 
all  being  employed,  each  working  eight 
hours,  they  would  now  find  one  man  walk- 
ing around  the  boiler-house,  simply  watch- 
ing the  water-gauges,  etc.  Not  a  particle 
of  smoke  would  be  seen.  In  the  iron  mills 
the  puddlers  have  whitewashed  the  coal- 
bunkers  belonging  to  their  furnaces." 

Natural  gas  has  given  such  a  manifest 
advantage  to  Pittsburgh  manufacturers, 
where  its  use  has  already  become  quite 
general,  that  other  cities  and  towns  are 
moving  in  the  same  direction.  A  recent 
proposition  is  to  convey  through  pipes  to 
Cincinnati  a  large  supply  of  gas  now  es- 
caping under  a  pressure  of  400  to  700 
pounds  to  the  square  inch  from  wells  lo- 
cated on  the  boundary  between  Kentucky 
and  Virginia.  It  has  also  been  proposed 
to  bring  natural  gas  from  Pennsylvania 
to  New  York  city.  Drilling  for  gas  wells 
has  become  an  industry  distinct  from  oil 
borings,  and  the  use  of  this  natural  gas 
agent  for  heating  and  lighting  purposes  is 
becoming  general  in  the  oil  regions.  In 
northwestern  Ohio,  about  Lima  and  Find- 
lay,  important  strikes  of  natural  gas  have 


been  made  within  a  year.  For  house  sup- 
ply the  natural  gas  com. panics  generally 
estimate  the  amount  of  coal  that  would  be 
consumed,  and  then  furnish  the  gas  at  the 
cost  of  the  coal,  or  less,  at  so  much  per 
month,  though  in  some  instances,  as  in  Al- 
legheny City,  it  is  sold  by  the  thousand 
feet,  the  present  rate  being  fifteen  cents. 
Its  safety  has  been  questioned  in.  pretty 
much  the  same  way  that  the  safety  of  pe- 
troleum as  a  fuel  has  been  questioned,  but 
the  Board  of  Underwriters  have  assured 
themselves  that  in  Pittsburgh  it  is  intro- 
duced and  distributed  in  a  perfectly  safe 
manner,  under  conditions  prescribed  by 
them. 

The  thought  naturally  suggests  itself 
that  the  supply  of  gas  may  be  soon  ex- 
hausted, but  the  fact  is  cited  that  a  gas 
well  at  Murraysville  has  been  blowing  off 
gas  for  nine  years,  and  notwithstanding 
it  is  now  surrounded  by  a  cordon  of  wells, 
the  diminution  in  its  pressure  is  scarcely 
perceptible.  Numerous  other  examples 
confirm  the  opinion  that  within  a  number 
of  years  these  gas  wells  suffer  no  apprecia- 
ble diminution  in  supply,  and  many  geol- 
ogists advance  the  theory  that  Nature  is 
constantly  evolving  the  gas  in  her  labora- 
tory. Near  Baku,  in  Eussia,  the  naphtha 
springs  have  been  discharging  for  twenty- 
five  hundred  years.  Capital,  w^hicli  is  pro- 
verbially timid,  though  slow  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion,  is  now  freely  invested  in 
furnishing  Pittsburgh  and  other  tow^ns 
with  natural  gas,  and  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  sources  of  supply 
will  not  be  exhausted  during  the  present 
generation. 


SIS.' 


I.— A  MEMORY. 


HEP  name  is  Ferginia,  but  dey  calls 
her  Lily,  becase  she's  so  white;  en 
my  name  is  Sajane,  en  dey  calls  me  Sis, 
becase — becase — Well,  I  don'  know  no  rea- 
son, 'cept  de  debil  had  a  spite  agin  me." 

This  forms  the  introduction  to  Sis  and 
her  nursling,  and  a  strange  contrast  the 
two  presented.  Sis,  elfish,  grotesque, 
hump-shouldered,  and  black  as  the  ace  of 
spades ;  and  Lily,  petite,  fairy-like,  and  fair 
as  her  name-flower,  with  eyes  as  blue  as 
the  heavens,  and  flaxen  hair  which  crin- 
kled and  curled  about  her  shoulders  and 
formed  a  pretty  frame-work  for  the  baby 


face.  Sis,  in  her  blue  cotton  dress  and 
white  apron,  with  her  woolly  head  envel- 
oped in  the  inevitable  "head-hancher"  of 
the  negro ;  Lily,  dainty  and  spotless  from 
the  crown  of  her  fair  head  to  the  toe  of 
her  little  blue  slipper — and  yet  the  two 
were  as  closely  bound  by  ties  of  affection 
as  if  born  of  the  same  mother.  These  ties 
were  first  riveted  when  Sis  was  permitted 
to  lift  the  exquisite  specimen  of  babyhood 
from  the  cradle,  and  was  established  sec- 
ond. nurse.  For  in  spite  of  her  deformity 
Sis  was  in  great  demand  a-s  a  nurse — she 
was  so  faithful  and  bright,  devoted  to 
children.  Her  misfortune  had  made  her 
a  sort  of  pet  in  the  family,  ' '  Ole  Mis'  "  ear- 
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"  on,  SAJANP]  !     POOR   SAJANE  !" 


ly  transferring-  lier  from  the  rouglier  life 
of  the  negro  quarters  to  the  easy  servitude 
of  the  family.  So  it  happened  that  Sis 
lifted  the  precious  bahy  from  the  cradle 
and  took  her  right  into  her  heart. 

They  were  not  too  devoted  to  have 
many  a  sharp  skirmish,  however,  as  the 
little  lady,  under  her  soft  exterior,  i^ossess- 
ed  a  willful  nature  and  a  strong  sense  of 
what  was  due  to  her  small  self,  and  Sis, 
occupying  the  superior  position  of  guard- 
ian of  the  little  lady,  w^as  not  disi)osed  to 
abate  a  tittle  of  her  authority. 

Sis  had  a  great  objection  to  her  nick- 
name, and  early  determined  that  her  lit- 
tle "Miss  Lily"  should  give  her  her  proper 
title;  but  Lily  soon  leariied  that  this  con- 
cession could  be  used  as  a  means  of  ob- 
taining many  indulgences,  and  used  it 
accordingly. 

"Sis!" 

"I  ain't  name  no  Sis;  InameSajane,  en 
so  I  dun  tol'  you  time  and  agin.  I  don' 
love  nobody  what  call  me  dat  ugly 
name." 

"Well,  if  I  call  you  Sajane,  will  you 
take  me  down  to  the  quarters  to  see  Aunt 
Dolly's  little  baby  ?" 


"Miss  Lily,  chile,  I  can't  do  dat.  Yo' 
mammy  say  I  mus'  keep  you  outen  de 
sun." 

"Then  you  des  ole  Sis,  en  I  ain't  goin' 
to  call  you  Sajane." 

"Dyare,  now,  you  is  des  a  bad  chile,  en 
I  haffer  take  you  to  ole  mammj'." 

Then  quickly  would  follow  the  recon- 
ciliation, and  they  were  more  devoted  than 
ever.  Lily  early  discovered  that  Sis's 
form  was  not  quite  like  other  people's, and 
some  instinctive  feeling  of  delicacy  made 
her  shy  about  speaking  of  it.  One  day, 
however,  when  Sis  had  her  in  her  arms, 
the  child  leaned  over  her  shoulder  and 
said,  touching  the  hard  protuberance 
which  was  so  different  from  any  other 
back  she  knew,  "Sajane,  what  makes  you 
have  this  on  your  back  ?" 

Sis  shook  herself  a  little  impatiently, 
and  did  not  answer. 

Then  Lily  said,  "I  is  sorry,  Sajane ;"  and 
she  was,  though  she  did  not  know  why. 

Sis  clasped  her  arms  a  little  tighter 
about  the  tiny  form  at  the  sound  of  the 
sympathizing  words, and  then  blurted  out, 
"Well,  yo'  see,  when  I  was  a  little  baby, 
littler  den  you  is,  Miss  Lily,  my  mammy 
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lef  me  on  de  bed  while  she  went  out  to 
hang"  out  her  clothes,  en  somehow  or  ud- 
der I  fell  off  dat  bed,  en  when  she  cum 
back  she  find  her  little  black  baby  layin' 
under  de  bed,  wid  her  back  all  broke;  en 
dat  what  make  it  lump  up  ugly  dis  way." 

Lily  did  not  raise  her  head,  but  Sis 
€0uld  feel  the  sobs  which  shook  the  little 
form,  and  she  said,  in  a  shaky  voice, 

"Don' cry.  Miss  Lily." 

"Oh,  Sajane,"  broke  out  the  child,  as 
her  little  arms  stretched  out  to  embrace 
the  misfortune  on  Sajane's  back — "Oh, 
Sajane !  poor  Sajane !  I  love  you.  Lily 
thinks  you  is  buf  ul,  if  ev'ybody  does  think 
you  is  ugly." 

"Humph!"  said  Sis,  her  sense  of  hu- 
mor coming  in  to  break  up  the  pathos, 
which  was  becoming  too  strong  for  her — 
"  Humph !  Cose  I's  b'utif ul !  Who  says 
Sajane  is  ugly?"  and  then  she  laughed,  so 
that  in  a  minute  Lily  had  to  wipe  away 
her  tears  and  laugh  too,  for  tliey  both  rec- 
ognized it  as  really  the  very  best  joke  of 
the  season  that  Sajane  should  be  beautiful. 

II.— SIS  PREACHES  A  REVIVAL  SERMON. 

One  bright  Sabbath  afternoon  in  mid- 
sum  mer  Sis  had  been  permitted  to  go  to 
church,  and  our  little  Lily,  now  five  years 
old, after  spending  the  hours  between  mam- 
my in  the  nursery  and  mamma  in  her  room, 
was  permitted  to  go  out  with  a  small  ebon 
attend  ant,  Fanny  by  name,  to  watch  for  the 
return  of  the  devout  Sis.  Soon  they  saw 
her  approaching,  dressed  in  her  new  home- 
spun dress  and  white  apron,  and  mamma's 
last  summer  bonnet  surmounting  her 
bright  cotton  "head-hancher."  The  two 
ohildren  ran  to  meet  her  with  eager  cries 
of  joy,  but  Sajane  retained  an  aspect  of 
forbidding  solemnity  as  she  said :  ' '  Chil- 
lun,  you  wouldn'  laf  uv  a  Sunday  ef  you 
had  heyard  Bro'  Peter  Stubbs  hold  fofe 
like  I  did  dis  bressid  Sabbat  day,  en  you 
-ain'  nudder  of  you  bin  to  church.  Oh, 
I's  on  easy  'bout  you."  Here  followed  a 
deep  groan  of  anguish,  which  melted  the 
two  young  culprits  like  wax  before  the 
fire.  They  fairly  cowered  in  the  presence 
of  their  judge. 

"I  spec  I  better  hab  church  fur  you. 
Don't  you  want  me  to  preach  fur  you  like 
Bro'  Peter  Stubbs  ?  I  tell  you  de  peo- 
ple jest  howled  like  wolfs  'fo'  he  wuz  dun 
wid  'em."  A  trembling  assent  was  given 
by  the  two  children,  and  Sis,  mounting  a 
moss-covered  rock,  with  her  small  audi- 
ence before  her  on  the  grassy  carpet,  pro- 
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ceeded  to  hold  a  service — in  direct  imi- 
tation of  "Bro'  Peter,"  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed, as  she  completely  smothered  her 


i's  secii  a  sinnkr  too  !" 


own  identity.  First  she  struck  up  the 
hymn,  in  which  Fanny  joined  with  fervor, 
and  even  Lily  took  up  the  chorus. 

"  Sister,  dus  you  Avant  to  git  aligion  ? 

Go  down  ill  de  lonesome  valley. 
Sister  Mary  got  de  letter, 
Sister  Martha  got  de  letter. 

To  meet  my  Jesus  dere, 
'Way  down  in  de  lonesome  valley." 

Next  followed  the  sermon,  "  f um  de 
tex'  w'ich  is  foun'  in  de  holy  book  whens 
all  our  comforts  cums.  '  Dese  here  shill 
go  to  eberlastin'  fire.' 

"  My  bredren  and  sisters,  to  you  I  speaks 
in  dese  solem'  words,  en  may  de  Lord  in 
His  msLYCj  sen'  down  fire  and  brimstone 
en  melt  you'  hard  hearts !" 

Sis  had  not  quite  calculated  upon  the 
speedy  effect  of  her  eloquence.  First  the 
undue  solemnity  of  her  salutation,  then 
the  weird  singing*,  and  now  the  stirring 
petition  for  fire  and  brimstone,  so  w^rought 
upon  the  excitable  little  girl  that  she  broke 
into  loud  cries,  in  which  she  was  joined  by 
Fanny,  and  both  children  fled  into  the 
house  before  Sis  could  stop  them. 

Down  the  stairs  flew  Lily's  mamma,  fol- 
lowed by  old  mammy  from  the  nursery. 

"  What's  the  matter  w4th  my  darling  ?" 
said  mamma,  opening  her  arms  wide. 

"  Oh,  mamma,  I'm  such  a  sinner !"  cried 
the  child,  as  she  threw  herself  into  the  of- 
fered refuge,  and  she  was  borne  away  into 
the  cool  library  to  be  tenderly  comforted. 

"  Fur  de  lor's  sakes  what  is  de  matter?" 
said  old  mammy,  catching  Fanny  by  the 
shoulders. 
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"I's  secli  a  sinner  tool''  exclaimed  tlie 
little  mourner. 

"Sinner  indeed!"  exclaimed  the  irate 
guardian,  as  she  commenced  a  tattoo  upon 
the  mourner's  slioulders.  "  I'll  teach  you 
to  be  a  sinner  here  in  de  house  wid  de 
white  folks!  Go  'long  to  de  quarters, 
and  be  a  sinner  dere  wid  de  niggars! 
You's  jest  fittin'  to  stay  dar,  bein'  a  sin- 
ner and  skeerin'  de  chillurn  to  def.  Go 
'long  wid  you,  and  don't  lemme  see  you 
till  you  stops  bein'  a  sinner!'' 

III.— HOW  SIS  LEARXED  TO  READ. 

Passing  years  touch  the  fair  nursling 
of  Sajane  with  developing  hand,  trans- 
forming her  from  the  baby  into  a  little 
maiden  who  knows  how  to  read.  Sis  is 
still  her  attendant,  and  the  contest  for 
mastery  is  carried  on  between  them  with  a 
growing  s])irit — resistance  on  the  one  side, 
and  Machiavelian  strateg^^  on  the  other. 
Sis  has  attained  to  Avomanhood  in  years, 
but  still  looks  like  an  elfish  child.  Now  a 
new  fire  burns  in  her  eyes;  it  is  a  thirst 
for  knowledge.  She  must  know  all  that 
is  in  the  books  she  sees  Lily  reading.  So 
she  sets  her  wits  to  work  to  persuade  the 
little  lady  to  teach  her.  It  is  not  a  hard 
thing  to  do  at  first;  it  was  a  position  of 
superiority  which  was  quite  to  her  mind. 
She  could  lord  it  over  Sajane  to  her  full 
satisfaction,  and  for  once  Sajane  made  no 
resistance.  She  would  do  anything  for  a 
lesson;  but  after  a  while  Lily  found  her 
pupil  so  apt  that  her  own  laurels  were  in 
danger;  and  then,  too,  she  tired  of  her 
task;  and  so  one  day  she  announced  that 
she  would  not  teach  Sis  any  more.  In 
vain  Sis  pleaded ;  in  vain  she  offered  re- 
wards; taffy  and  pea-nuts  were  rejected. 
She  would  not  teach  her,  and  that  was 
the  end  of  it.     Sis  reproached  her. 

"Law,  Miss  Lily,  you  ought  to  be 
'shamed.  Whar  would  you  'a  bin  ef  Sis 
hadn't  nuss  you  ?  You'd  'a  bin  ded,  en  in 
yo'  coffin — dat  you  would." 

Lily  laughed  derisively  as  she  left  the 
room  to  prevent  further  importunity.  Do 
you  think  Sis  gave  up  her  point?  Not 
she;  it  was  not  her  way;  but  she  took  a 
little  time  to  form  her  plans.  Lily  had 
not  been  quite  well.  Mamma  said  she  had 
been  sitting  up  too  late,  and  Sis  was  in- 
structed to  see  that  her  charge  was  in  bed 
at  an  earlier  hour.  Sis  fairly  glowed  with 
satisfaction;  the  order  supplied  the  very 
opportunity  she  needed. 

The  sun  had   scarce   disappeared,  and 


the  rosy  light  of  his  face  still  illuminated 
tlie  western  sky,  when  Lily  Avas  disturbed 
at  her  play  by  Sis's  voice,  saying,  "  Come, 
Miss  Lily,  you  mus'  go  to  bed." 

"Oh,  Sis,  I  won't!"  said  the  child. 

"Yes,  3'ou  mus';  yo'  mar  said  I  was  to 
put  you  to  bed  early,  en  de  sun  is  down, 
en  you  mus'  go." 

Lil}^  knew  of  the  order,  and  was  forced 
to  3'ield,  which  she  did  rather  sulkily,  it 
must  be  confessed;  but  Sajane,  with  an 
object  to  accomplish,  spared  no  blandish- 
ments to  restore  her  to  good-humor.  As 
she  undres.sed  her  she  told  her  all  the 
stories  she  knew  Lily  liked  best,  those  of 
a  religious  tendency  having  the  predom- 
inance, as  best  calculated  to  produce  a 
proper  frame  of  mind.  The  salutary  in- 
tiuence  of  this  treatment  was  apparent  in 
the  meek  tones  of  the  little  maiden's 
voice  as  she  knelt  in  her  white  night 
dress  at  Sis's  knee,  and  repeated : 

"  Now  I  lay  nie  down  to  sleep, 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  soul  to  keep; 
If  I  sliould  die  before  I  wake, 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  soul  to  take." 

Once  fairly  ensconced  in  bed,  Sis's  plan 
bloomed  forth  suddenly  in  all  its  diabol- 
ical wickedness. 

"Now,  Miss  Lily,  chile,  I  gwyin  to  read 
yo'  to  sleep." 

Lily  rose  in  her  wrath.  "You  can't 
read ;  you  sha'n't  read  to  me !" 

"Miss  Lily,  dat's  bery  wicket  in  yo',  not 
to  want  to  hear  me  read  de  Bible  to  you 
— jist  after  you  sed  yo'  prayers  too.  God 
won't  love  you,  and  maybe  you  will  die 
befo'  you  wakes.  What  you  tink  yo' 
mudder  gwine  say  when  she  hyar  you 
don'  wan'  hyar  de  Bible  read  ?  You 
sholy  ought  to  be  'shame'  6i  yo'self,  Miss 
Lily,  chile.  I  is  oneasy  'bout  you — 'deed  I 
is;  you  better  ax  God  to  fogif  you  'fo' 
you  shets  yo'  eye."  And  Sis's  voice  be- 
came quite  plaintive  as  she  painted  with 
master  touch  the  perils  awaiting  the  young 
reprobate. 

If  it  had  been  broad  daylight,  with  the 
whole  day  ahead,  Sis  would  have  scored 
no  easy  victory  in  the  contest ;  but  the 
gathering  shadows  fell  upon  the  little 
heart,  and  the  thought  of  the  long  dark 
night  she  must  pass,  and  the  possible  ap- 
pearing at  the  awful  Judgment  bar,  broke 
her  spirit  of  resistance,  and  a  very  meek 
little  voice  answered,  "Go  on,  then,  Sa- 
jane." 

Not  a  shadow  of  the  triumphant  bound 
her  heart  gave  showed  itself  in  the  weird 
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face  of  tlie  ambitious  Sis  as  she  opened 
the  Bible  and  began  her  lesson. 

"'Now  w-h-e-n — '  What  do  w-h-e-n 
spell,  Miss  Lily  ?" 

"When,"  was  the  answer  from  the  bed, 
in  a  very  patient  voice. 

"  '  Now  when  Jesus  was  b-o-r-n — '  Oh, 
Miss  Lily,  what  do  dat  spell  ?" 

"  Born  !"  came  in  louder  tones  from  the 
bed. 

"'Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Be- 
be-t-h-1-e-h-e-m — '  Laws  gracious,  Miss 
Lily,  what  is  all  dis  ?  I  neber  see  sicli  a 
big  word.  'Tis  a  whole  Bible  at  oncet. 
What  do  it  spell,  Miss  Lily  ?" 

"Oh,  Sis,  let  me  go  to  sleep!"  cried  the 
tormented  child,  her  indignation  overmas- 
tering her  fears. 

"Oh,  you  wicket  chile,  not  to  want  to 
know  where  Jesus  was  born!"  said  Sis,  in 
sad  rebuke. 


"Bethlehem!"  shouted  Lily  at  the  top 
of  her  voice. 

Sis  resumed  her  reading  without  any 
change  of  tone. 

"  '  Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethle- 
hem of  J-u-d-e-a — '     Oh,  Miss  Lily !" 

Lily  rose  up  in  bed, thoroughly  aroused. 
"  Sis,  if  you  don't  let  me  alone  and  let  me 
go  to  sleep,  I'll  scream  as  loud  as  I  can, 
and  tell  mamma  that  you  put  me  to  bed 
in  broad  daylight  just  to  teach  you  to 
read." 

' '  Miss  Lily,  chile" — Sis's  voice  was  trem- 
ulous with  tender  reproof — "  I  don'  know 
what's  cum  over  you.  You  ain't  like  you 
wuz  when  you  wuz  a  little  baby,  en  I  use 
to  nuss  you  en  cyar  you  roun'.  I's  feard 
de  ole  Satan  is  gittin  hoi'  of  you — " 

"Sis,"  said  Lily,  sitting  up  straight  m 
bed,  "I  just  know  ezakly  what  you  put 
me  to  bed  for;  but  I'll  teach  you  to  read 
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five  verses  if  you  will  promise  to  go  away 
then  and  let  me  go  to  sleep." 

The  required  promise  was  gfiven.  and 
the  le.sson  followed,  upon  which  Sajane 
could  be  lieard  to  say  under  her  breath: 
"Well.  I  dun  larn  consider'l)le  to-ni)?ht. 
I'll  g-it  it  out  er  dat  chile  yit."  And  she 
did.  and  became  a  fluent  reader. 

IV._MISTRES.S  AND  SLAVE. 

A  few  more  years  and  Lily  is  a  big-  girl, 
still  fairy -like  and  fair,  disposed  to  be 
dreamy  and  self-absorbed,  which  often 
got  her  into  trouble.  Slie  shared  Sis's 
service  with  her  little  sisters,  but  was  still 
first  in  the  constant  affections  of  Sajane. 
who  tyrannized  over  her,  however,  as  only 
Southern  nurses  know  how  to  do. 

It  was  a  rule  in  the  well-ordered  house- 
hold that  every  child  must  be  at  morning 
prayers,  the  unfortunate  delinquent  l^eing 
punished  by  having  a  breakfast  of  dry 
bread.  Lily  was  apt  to  pick  up  a  book 
and  idle  the  time  away  until  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  then  hurry  Sis  to  dress  her. 
If  Sis  happened  to  be  in  a  good  humor, 
she  made  no  trouble  about  it,  but  woe  bo 
to  Lily  if  she  had  ''  put  on  any  a'rs*'  and 
provoked  her. 

One  morning  this  had  been  tlie  case. 
Lily  had  been  very  provoking.  The 
prayer  bell  was  imminent.  Lily  was 
fully  roused  to  the  danger  of  her  situa- 
tion. "Oh,  Sis,  dress  mel"  had  sounded 
several  times.  Sis  was  busy  with  the  oth- 
er children.  "  Miss  Lily"  must  wait.  At 
last,  goaded  to  the  utmost,  Lily  exclaim- 
ed, with  fla.shing  eyes: 

"Sis,  I  order  you  to  dress  me  at  once. 
What  Avere  you  made  for,  miss,  but  to 
wait  on  meV 

A  terrible  speech,  and  the  narrow^  view 
it  embraced  of  the  scope  and  end  of  the 
creation  of  Sajane  could  not  easily  be  for- 
given .     She  was  furious. 

"  What  was  I  made  fur  but  to  wait  on 
you  I  You  better  ax  yo'  m udder  dat  ques- 
tion. What  she  gwine  to  s^y  w4ien  she 
hear  how  you  talks  to  her  po'  niggar? 
What  was  I  made  fur  but  to  wait  on  you  f 
I'll  show  you  what.  Jist  wait  till  I  ready 
to  dress  you;  I's  busy  now." 

Lily  was  shocked  at  herself  as  soon  as 
the  words  were  out  of  her  mouth,  but  not 
so  sorry  as  she  was  as  she  nmnched  her 
"bread  of  affliction"  morning  after  morn- 
ing, in  sad  repentance,  with  her  hair 
plaited  back  so  tight  that  every  hair 
pricked,  and  she  could   hardly  shut  her 


eyes;  and  she  did  not  complain,  as  slie 
knew  further  punishment  would  be  met- 
ed out  to  her  if  her  mother  should  hear  of 
her  unkind  and  arrogant  speech.  It  was 
a  principle  With  Virginia  mothers  never 
to  encourage  children  to  "tell  tales,"  and 
it  embodied  a  sort  of  chivalrous  feeling 
toward  the  nurse,  whose  faithfulness  in 
great  matters  was  so  ])roven  that  the  snuiU 
tyrannies  were  not  to  be  feared,  but  were 
even  regarded  as  conveying  salutary  les- 
sons to  the  n  ursling.  Lily's  mamma  lieard 
the  whole  of  this  contest,  and  left  it,  with- 
out interference,  to  work  out  its  own  re- 
sult, v.-iiich  was  repentance  on  both  sides, 
and  renewed  afi'ectioii,  which,  with  numy 
int<'rruptions.  lasted  thi-ough  life. 

V._A  \Vi:i)I)IX(;. 

Tiie  largo  house  on  Franklin  Street, 
Richmond,  is  lighted  from  garret  to  cellar 
on  this  particular  evening  in  May,  the 
season  when  this  beautiful  Southern  city 
is  wont  to  dress  herself  in  her  festoons  of 
roses.  The  house  upon  which  our  espe- 
cial gaze  is  now  concentrated  is  a  perfect 
bower  of  this  most  beautiful  of  all  the 
flowery  kingdom,  and  many  of  the  fash- 
ionable promenaders  on  Franklin  Street 
make  it  the  terminus  of  their  walks,  and 
stop  to  gaze  at  the  luxuriant  branches  of 
white,  red,  pink,  and  yellow  roses,  which 
mingle  their  hues  and  their  perfume  in 
luxuriant  profusion.  Roses  are  nowhere 
more  beautiful  than  they  are  in  the  city 
of  Richmond  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
they  were  rarely  so  beautiful  even  here  as 
on  this  particular  May,  when  they  brought 
their  garlands  to  deck  the  bridal  day  of 
the  fair  young  daughter  of  tlie  house,  the 
"  Miss  Lily"  whom  we  have  know^n  brief- 
ly as  the  infant,  the  sinner,  the  student, 
the  teacher,  the  arrogant  young  mistress. 
Through  all  of  these  developing  periods 
she  has  passed,  and  now  stands  the  fair 
young  bride,  beside  the  man  of  her  choice. 
She  has  not  lost  any  element  of  her  ex- 
quisite beauty.  She  is  as  lily  white  as  the 
baby  Sis  lifted  from  the  crib  eighteen 
years  ago,  and  the  soft  draperies,  the 
shimmering  lace  of  the  veil  floating  like 
a  cloud  about  the  airy  form,  make  one 
think  of  Raphael's  cherubs.  It  is  a  x)retty 
i:)icture, framed  in  by  the  wide  arched  door- 
way— that  beautiful  w^oman  contrasting 
in  her  delicacy  and  lily  whiteness  with 
the  stalwart  dark-browed  young  man  at 
her  side:  perfect  specimens  of  their  kind, 
she  with  her  shy  modesty,  he  with  every 
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fibre  of  his  being-  displaying  his  triumph- 
ant joy. 

It  is  a  home  wedding  in  accordance 
with  the  old  Virginia  custom,  which  re- 
garded the  home  as  the  proper  place  for 
the  father  to  bestow  the  daughter  upon 
her  husband.  Around  the  pair  are  group- 
ed family  and  friends,  the  mother  a  little 
tearful,  but  not  sorrowful.  The  back- 
ground of  this  scene  is  a  dusky  one,  con- 
sisting of  the  servants  of  the  household; 
and  pressing  forward  almost  to  the  front 
is  the  familiar  form  of  Sajane.  Like  the 
mamma,  she  has  tears  in  her  eyes,  which 
are  riveted  on  the  face  of  the  bride.  Sa- 
jane is  dressed  in  a  black  silk  dress,  but 
she  is  not  thinking  of  it  now ;  her  memory 
is  busy  with  the  past ;  she  is  sorry  for  ev- 
ery cross  word  she  has  ever  spoken  to  her 
darling:.    Just  at  this  moment  to  be  "  made 


to  wait  on  Miss  Lily"  filled  the  sum  of  her 
ambition.  Then  came  the  inevitable  "I 
pronounce  you  husband  and  wife.  What 
God  has  joined  together,  let  no  man  put 
asunder.  Salute  the  bride" — that  beauti- 
ful old  fashion,  now  obsolete,  so  appropri- 
ate in  a  home  wedding — and  Lily  submits 
blushingly,  and  is  then  hugged  and  kissed 
by  all,  and  laughs  and  blushes  and  cries; 
and  from  the  very  bosom  of  some  brocaded 
old  dowager  catches  sight  of  Sajane,  and, 
as  she  has  done  all  her  life,  flies  to  her, 
crying,  "You  darling  old  Sajane,  we  will 
never  part,  will  we  V 

Sajane  catches  the  little  white  hand, 
with  the  wedding"  ring  on  it,  and  covers  it 
with  kisses  and  tears,  and  says,  "  La,  Miss 
Lily,  de  idear  ob  you  bein'  maryid!  It 
seem  to  me  like  you  is  jest  a  little  baby 
yit!" 


ON    THE    ESPLANADE    OF    THE    PALAIS. 


CHRISTMAS-TIDE  WITH  THE  GERMANS  BEFORE  PARIS 


IT  has  been  my  fortune,  since  attaining 
years  of  discretion — or  indiscretion — to 
have  spent  Christmas  in  a  curious  variety 
of  places.  One  Christmas  I  passed  steer- 
ing all  day  long  a  water -logged  timber 
ship  in  the  Atlantic;  another  in  the  bar- 


rack-room of  a  cavalry  regiment.  I  have 
seen  the  Christmas  morning  sun  rise  over 
the  frozen  surface  of  a  bay  in  Lake  On- 
tario, and  on  the  crumbling  ramparts  of 
Jelalabad,  in  Afghanistan.  I  have  "put 
through"  a  Christmas  jammed  into  a  snow- 
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drift  on  the  railroad  between  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  and  Sionx  City,  Iowa,  and 
have  enjoyed  anollier  among  the  cordial 
folk  of  New  Zealand.  I  have  listened  to 
the  Christmas  morning"  service  in  the  Isaac 
Cathedral  of  St.  Petersbui'g,  and  passed  a 
Christmas  afternoon  and  evenings  driving- 
a  "four-wheeler"  in  the  streetsof  London, 
with  intent  to  find  an  article  in  the  expe- 
rience. But  the  most  interesting-  Christ- 
mas I  ever  spent  was  with  a  regiment  of 
the  Saxon  army  corps  on  the  forepost  line 
of  the  German  environment  of  Paris. 

In  France  the  winter  of  1870-1  was  a 
bitter  and  a  bloody  season.  It  seemed  as 
if  the  Germans  had  brought  with  them 
from  their  own  land  its  rigor  of  hy])erl)o- 
rean  temperature.  The  summer  had  been 
hot  enough,  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Never  was  there  a  fiercer  sun,  never  a 
fiercer  fight,  than  the  snn  that  blazed  and 
the  fight  that  raged  all  day  long  on  the 
])lain  of  ]\Iars  la  Tour.  Round  Sedan,  on 
the  2d  of  September,  all  the  dead  whose 
corpses  littered  the  slopes  had  not  fallen 
by  bullet,  shell,  or  steel ;  the  sun,  too,  had 
claimed  his  victims  on  that  lurid  day.  But 
already  there  had  been  thin  ice  on  the  Mo- 
selle and  the  Wied  before  Bazaine's  sur- 
rendered army  had  trudged  dejectedly  out 
of  Metz  to  the  prisoner  cam])s  where  they 
were  to  shiver  till  the  crannned  prisoner 
trains  carried  them  away  into  captivity. 
There  was  an  interval  of  ''Indian  sum- 
mer" later;  and  when,  journeying  from 
one  siege  to  another — from  surrendered 
Metz  to  where  Paris  laj',  to  quote  General 
Trochu,  ''in  that  circle  of  iron  which 
threatened  to  stifie  her  in  a  slow  agony" — 
the  bri^rht  warm  sunshine  was  sparkling 
on  the  dome  of  the  Luxembourg  and  the 
cross  that  surmounts  the  Pantheon,  and 
German  officers  were  sitting  round  the 
cafe  tables  on  the  sidewalks  of  the  Ver- 
sailles avenues. 

That  glint  of  Indian  summer  lasted  long 
enough  for  me  to  discern  and  appreciate, 
even  in  the  di.shevelment  war  had  brought 
on  them,  the  beauty  of  the  environs  of 
Paris,  in  whose  villages  and  chateaux  the 
German  besiegers  made  their  quarters. 
Versailles  itself  was  virtually  a  German 
town.  Wilhelm's  royal  banner  floated 
from  its  Prefecture,  the  Crown  Prince  had 
his  head-qnarters  in  the  mansion  of  one 
of  its  notables,  and  "the  man  of  blood  and 
iron"  occupied  a  modest  little  house  in 
the  Rue  de  Provence.  Prussian  soldiers 
mounted   guard  on  the  esplanade  of  the 


Palais,  on  whose  facade  is  carved  Louis 
the  Grand's  proud  legend,  "A  Toutes  les 
Gloires  de  la  France";  and  the  cots  of 
wounded  Prussian  soldiers  were  ranged 
close  under  the  mirrored  walls  of  the  fa- 
mous Galerie  des  Glaces.  But  Versailles 
was  not  much  to  the  taste  of  a  man  whose 
line  as  a  war  correspondent  was  the  fore- 
])ost  line.  It  seemed  to  me,  after  a  few 
days'  experience,  a  pool  of  stagnation,  on 
the  surface  of  which  floated  princes,  dip- 
lomates,  correspondents,  and  the  errant 
citizens  of  every  civilized  country  of  the 
world.  No  fighting,  gossip,  and  some 
scandal,  in  the  place  of  real  wholesome 
news.  L'ndoubtedly.  if  that  were  all,  Ver- 
sailles was  the  place  to  see  notabilities. 
What  a  place  would  Versailles  have  been 
in  those  days  for  old  Pepj's  I  How  he 
would  have  bowed  to  the  ground  as  he 
sniffed  the  odor  of  exalted  rank!  how  he 
would  have  scuttled  about  from  one  back 
stair  to  another,  from  the  pai'k  to  the  table 
d'hote  of  the  Reservoirs,  from  the  lawn  of 
Les  Ombrages  to  the  court-yard  of  the  Pre- 
fecture I 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  attach 
myself  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Army 
of  the  Meuse,  whose  commander  was  the 
Crown  Prince  (now  the  King)  of  Saxony, 
and  to  which  was  intrusted  the  northern 
and  eastern  sections  of  the  cordon  of  en- 
vironment, from  the  right  bank  of  the 
Seine  opposite  St.  Germain  round  to  the 
Marne  at  Champigny.  There  Avas  yet 
sunshine  enough  in  the  third  week  of  No- 
vember to  warm  the  thin  blood  of  the  old 
militaires  doddering  mournfully  among 
the  stalwart  lounging  Landwehr-men  of 
the  Prussian  Guard,  and  among  the  chil- 
dren with  their  bonnes  on  the  terrace  of 
St.  Germain,  as  I  rode  along  that  beauti- 
ful esplanade  on  the  journej'  to  my  new 
sphere  of  action.  Once  across  the  Seine, 
it  was  soon  made  apparent  to  me  that  the 
atmosphere  had  changed  from  an  atmos- 
phere charged  with  gossip  to  an  atmos- 
])here  accentuated  by  bullets.  The  near- 
est road  to  my  destination  was  under  easy 
chassepot  range  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river  for  a  stretch  of  four  miles — a  distance 
which  the  sensible  man  was  wont  to  cover 
at  a  smart  canter.  The  Crown  Prince  of 
Saxony  had  his  snug  head-quarters  among 
the  chateaux  surrounding  the  pretty  vil- 
lage of  Margency.  in  the  heart  of  the  forest 
of  Montmorency. 

The  region  all  around  Margency  was 
historic  ground.      American  and  English 
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visitors,  to  Paris  are  familiar,  not  alone 
with  the  cuisine  of  the  Cheval  Blanc,  but 
also  with  the  superb  scope  and  beauty  of 
the  scene  from  the  lofty  terrace  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill  of  Montmorency,  at  the  end  of 
which  terrace  stands  that  hostelry.  The 
waiter  at  the  Cheval  Blanc  may  inform  his 
foreio^ii  patrons  that  the  white  horse  on  its 
creaking-  sign-board  vvas  painted  by  the  fa- 
mous Gerard  in  liquidation  of  a  lon;^  score 
he  and  a  couple  of  festive  friends  had  run 
up  with  Ledru  during  a  short,  riotous  vis- 
it; but  he  is  scarcely  likely  to  impart  the 
information  that  the  adjacent  terrace  is 
carried  over  the  site  of  the  old  mansion 
of  the  Montmorencys,  that  great  family 
whose  name  is  writ  large  on  the  pages  of 
the  history  of  France.  Looking  out  from 
that  terrace,  the  eye  can  rest  on  no  spot 
unlinked  with  associations.  That  is  the 
hill  of  Montmartre,  house-crowned,  away 
there  over  the  double  bend  of  the  Seine 
and  the  peninsula  of  Gennevilliers ;  Mont- 
martre, where  in  1814  Marmont  and  Mor- 
tier  made  the  last  desperate  stand  for  their 
great  master  and  Emperor,  and  whence, 
in  the  days  when  I  lived  within  view  of 
it,  the  lime-light  used  to  flash  out  so  lurid- 
ly over  the  night  sorties.  That  grand  pile 
away  to  the  left  is  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
Denis,  in  w:hose  vaults  repose  the  dust  of 
dynasty  after   dynasty  of   French   mon- 


arch s,  down  to  the  Napoleons,  whose  fam- 
ily tomb  is  in  the  little  church  of  St.  Leu, 
away  behind  on  the  edge  of  the  forest  of 
Montmorency.  That  tree-emVjo wered  house 
close  under  the  terrace  of  Montmorency — 
the  cottage  of  Montlouis — was  the  last  resi- 
dence of  Rousseau  before  he  migrated  to  Er- 
menonville,  where  he  died.  But  the  Mont- 
louis cottage  is  not  the  original  "Hermit- 
age" ;  that  too,  however,  is  close  at  hand, 
a  little  sequestered  house  on  the  fringe  of 
the  forest,  a  short  distance  to  the  east  of 
the  town  of  Montmorency.  Gretry  lived 
in  it  after  Rousseau  left  it,  and  the  com- 
poser shares  with  the  sage  the  memorial 
trophies  of  the  Hermitage.  Within  view 
from  the  terrace  are  the  residences  of  the 
bright  coterie  that  opened  its  arms  to 
Rousseau  when  he  came  to  settle  at 
Montmorency — the  two  sisters  Mesdames 
D'Houdetot  and  D'Epinay,  to  whom  he 
was  the  apple  of  discord  ;  Grimm,  the 
graceful  and  spirited  historian;  and  the 
poet  St.  Lambert,  the  "gentleman  of  the 
sword  and  pen,"  whom  Horace  Walpole 
did  not  like.  The  chateau  of  the  Neckers, 
where  Madame  De  Stael  was  the  centre  of 
a  brilliant  circle,  stood  among  the  trees 
over  the  way  there  in  St.  Ouen:  it  suffer- 
ed from  its  proximity  to  a  French  battery 
during  the  siege.  Talma,  the  tragedian, 
lived  at  Enghien,  down  there  by  the  lake- 
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side, close  to  ine  Princess  Demidotfs  villa  : 
and  Mai*shal  Catinat.  the  great  soldier  of 
fortune.  gi*e\v  flowei*s  and  cabbages  in 
Epinay.  wliei*e  the  trees  are  touching  the 
river.  In  the  chuix?h  of  Argenteuil.  down 
there  to  the  right  fi*ont.  thei*e  is  a  massive 
chest  containing  a  piece  of  the  seamless 
coat  of  oin*  L<ird.  that  garment  of  Avhich 
Matthew  of  Westminster  wrote.  "Mater 
ejus  fecit  ei.  et  ci*evit  ipso  ci*escendo." 
Just  beyond  Argenteuil  on  the  rivers 
brink  is  the  chateau  of  Marais,  whei*e  Mir- 
abeau  dwelt  during  the  stormy  times  of 
the  gi*eat  Revolution:  and  in  the  chui'ch 
of  Colombes,  whose  spii*e  shows  above  the 
trees  thei-e  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  river, 
Bossuet  pi*onounced  his  magnificent  fu- 
neral oi-ation  over  the  coftin  (^f  Henrietta 
Maria,  the  young  daughter  of  Henri  Qua- 
tre. 

I  must  crave  paixlon  for  garrulousness 
about  the  associations  of  those  scenes,  for 
the  scenes  themselves  seem  as  if  welded 
into  my  life.  Fi-om  that  terrace  of  Mont- 
morency I  have  looked  down  on  fierce- 
fought  sorties — glancing  back  on  it  now. 
that  winter's  memory  is  as  of  one  long 
sortie — on  the  storm  and  smoke  of  a  week's 
bombardment.  I  have  helped  wounded 
men  along  it  as  they  lim})ed  towaixl  the 
hospital,  have  dodged  the  shells  fmm  Fort 
du  Nord  that  came  hurtling  through  the 
air  to  burst  on  its  containing  wall. and  liave 
tni versed  it  with  a  triumphant  colunm 
niai'ching  down  to  take  possession  of  sur- 
rendered 8t.  Denis.  But  I  will  sin  no  more. 
It  was  a  strange  thing.  sui*ely.  that  I'ound 
the  edge  of  that  cockpit,  where  every  man 
went  al>out  with  his  life  in  his  hand,thei*e 
should  have  been  thoughts  about  and  prep- 
arations for  the  Christmas  festivities  be- 
fore Noveml^er  had  come  to  a  clo.se.  In- 
deed, before  November  was  to  end.  thou- 
sands who  had  been  doubtless,  like  their 
fellows.looking  forward  to  the  Christmas- 
tide,  wei'^  stark  and  stiff  on  the  battle-field. 
For  on  the  last  day  of  that  month  Ducrot 
made  his  great  sortie  on  the  eastern  face, 
and  the  fiei*cest  fighting  of  all  the  siege 
raged  on  the  sloi>es  and  among  the  lanes 
of  Villiei*s,  Champigny.  and  Brie. 

It  was  on  these  slopes,  not  indeed  on  the 
30th  Noveml^er,  but  two  days  later,  where 
the  fighting  was  renewed  with  all  but  equal 
venom,  that  I  i^eceived  my  earliest  Christ- 
mas invitation — the  one  I  kept.  I  had 
joined  a  Saxon  regiment  that  was  moving 
down  the  slope  from  Villiei*s  on  Brie,  while 
a  great  deployment  of  Fi*euch  was  press- 


ing npwai\l  from  Brie  on  Villiei*s.  Under 
conditions  such  as  tho.<;e  a  struggle  be- 
comes inevitable.  And  it  was  a  struggle. 
Both  sides  wei*e  in  stern  earnest,  and  it  sim- 
j)ly  was  a  question  which  would  the  soon- 
er harden  its  heart  to  push  on  to  close 
quartei-s.  In  the  turmoil  a  young  officer 
whom  I  had  .spoken  to  once  or  twice  be- 
foi'e  in  the  coui-se  of  the  day  was  hit,  and 
came  staggering  Ixick  to  the  corner  whei-e 
I  had  accepted  what  cover  it  offered.  I 
roughly  bandaged  his  arm.  took  him  back 
a  little  way.  and  remained  with  him  till 
the  i*egiment.  having  foi-ced  the  French 
back  and  having  been  relieved  by  fresher 
troo|>s,  was  on  its  i*eturn  to  its  original  po- 
sition. The  officer  commanding  the  young 
lieutenant's  battalion  halted,  thanked  me 
very  heartily  for  my  little  good  offices  to 
his  subaltern,  said  every  man  of  his  com- 
mand would  thenceforth  regard  me  as  a 
comrade,  and  begged  me  to  find  the  battal- 
ion out.  wherever  it  might  be.  and  share 
its  Christmas  cheer. whatever  the  fortune 
of  war  might  make  that.  I  gave  him  a 
conditional  half-promise. and  between  that 
afternoon  and  Christmas  morning  saw  in 
a  casual  way  so  much  of  the  good  major 
and  his  officers  that  I  had  almost  come  to 
be  i*egai*ded  as  a  member  of  his  i-egimeut- 
al  family. 

For  after  that  day  I  had  but  little  en- 
joyment of  my  comfortable  quartei*s  in 
the  Margency  chateau.  Most  of  the  fight- 
ing occurred  on  the  eastern  face,  and  my 
life  became  a  long  gallop,  in  the  attempt 
to  carry  out  Prince  Frederick  Charles's 
maxim  of  "making  for  the  cannon  thun- 
der. "  A  chronic  skirmish  sputtered  on 
the  confines  of  Le  Bourget.  varied  by  des- 
pei*ate  and  once  or  twice  all  but  successful 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  French  to  retake 
that  long  unlovely  village,  which  before  I 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Paris  they  had  ve- 
covered  once,  to  be  driven  out  two  days 
later  by  an  onslaught  so  stubbornly  re- 
sisted that  not  many  of  the  heroic  defend- 
ers Avere  left  to  be  driven  out.  I  was  not 
a  witness  of  the  scene  depicted  in  De  Neu- 
ville's  famous  picture,  but  when  I  visited 
the  place  fii*st  with  some  of  the  officei*s 
who  had  taken  part  in  its  recaptui-e  I  saw 
and  heard  enough  to  entitle  me  to  vindi- 
cate its  accuracy.  He  painted  the  scene 
outside  the  cliuix*li  of  Le  Bourget :  I  was 
inside  that  chuix?li  while  it  yet  i-emained 
as  the  desperate  combat  left  it.  Its  open 
door  creaked  dismally  in  the  wind.  As 
one   entei*ed.  there   lav  the   blood v   rags 
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and  gouts  that  Avere  tlie  relics  of  the 
wounded.  Priestly  vestments  lay  torn 
and  foul :  they  had  been  tised  in  the 
pinch  to  bind  up  wounds  with,  and 
the  blood  on  them  was  scarcely  dry. 
Shells  had  broken  through  the  roof,  and 
tbe  floor  was  strewn  with  fragments  of 
ceiling.  The  light  from  the  windows  had 
been  softened  by  pictured  screens.  These 
were  all  unfastened,  and  swttng  to  and  fro 
in  the  wind.  The  Virgin  had  a  bullet- 
hole  through  her  lieart:  our  Lord  had 
been  shot  right  tiirongh  the  head.  On 
the  altar,  its  marble  dinted  here  and. there 
witii  bullet  blow>.  and  with  a  blood-stain- 


ed boot  on  its  steps,  there  lay  open  the 
great  Psalter,  with  a  great  splash  of  blood 
across  the  page.  The  book  was  oj^en  at 
the  57th  Psalm  —  ' "  Miserere  mei.  Deus, 
miserere  mei.  .  .  .  Clamabo  ad  Deum  altis- 
simtim."  In  all  the  village  there  was 
but  one  house  that  had  not  been  either 
knocked  about  by  the  shell  fire  from  the 
great  guns  of  the  Paris  forts,  or  hacked 
and  battered  by  the  crowbars  of  the  Prus- 
sian pioneers  as  they  drove  a  way  through 
the  partition  walls  for  their  comrades  who 
retook  the  place — the  street  was  so  swept 
by  French  fire  as  to  be  hnpassable.  That 
still  habitable  buildins:  was  a  low-browed 
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farm-house  at  the  end  iieai*est  Paris,  whose 
walls  were  exceptionally  massive.  Into 
this  place  were  crammed  two  companies 
of  one  of  the  Guard  i*egiments.  In  danger, 
squalor,  and  discomfort  as  the  fellows 
wei*e.  they  had  thus  early  commenced 
their  poor  Christmas  preparations.  Love- 
gifts  fi*om  home  wei*e  ]>ein£r  saved  up  for 
the  feast  or  the  tree,  and  Chinese  lanterns 
wei-e  in  course  of  manufacture.  When 
Christmas  came,  hut  few  men  of  that  de- 
tachment remained  to  share  in  the  season- 
able cheer. 

From  its  officei*s  I  had  a  Cliristmas  in- 
vitation, with  the  genial  temptation  that 
almost  for  certain  the  festivities  would  be 
interrupted  by  a  tight.  I  was  to  watch 
moi-e  than  one  fight  in  which  the  gallant 
Von  Thummel  and  his  lads  were  hard  put 
to  it  to  hold  their  own :  but  it  seemed  to 
me  that  if  one  were  to  **  take  his  risks"  as 
the  accompaniment  to  his  Christmas  din- 
ner, he  might  have  some  compensation  in 
at  least  a  modified  luxury,  and  so  I  de- 
clined the  invitation  of  the  gallant  Queen 
Elizabeths.  Then  there  came  to  me  an- 
other, that  promised  luxuriously  enough, 
for  the  dinner  was  to  be  eaten  in  the  Petit 
Taltel  of  Versailles :  and  there  was  an  infi- 
nitely gi*eater  attraction  than  the  fare  in 
the  company.  The  little  English  coterie  in 
what  I  may  call  the  Franco-German  cap- 
ital had  i-esolved  on  dining  together  on  the 
Christmas  night,  and  had  sent  out  sum- 
monses to  their  outlying  compatriots  with- 
in range.  There  were  to  gather  round  that 
board  in  the  Little  Vattel  men  "of  light 
and  leading.*  as  well  of  social  charm  and 
brilliancy:  William  Howai-d  Russell,  the 
doyen  of  that  service  which  he  has  elevated 
into  a  pix)fession :  poor  Odo  Russell,  subse- 
quently Lord  Ampthill.  whose  pi*emature 
death  when  British  Ambassador  at  Berlin 
was  an  irreparable  loss  to  his  country: 
the  taciturn  but  not  saturnine  Hillary 
Skinner,  my  own  colleague:  that  burly 
admii*able  Crichton  Beatty  Kingston,  of 
the  Telegraph  :  the  poet-journalist  Alfred 
Austin,  of  the  Standard:  the  mild  and 
i-etiring  De  Havilland.  whom  antithetic- 
ally we  used  to  call  the  "great  command- 
er" :  John  Furley,  the  most  skillful  and 
most  daring  volunteer  ambulance  man  in 
the  world,  and  others  less  known  to  fame. 
With  their  kindred  Anglo-Saxons  were  to 
dine  such  American  gentlemen  as  the 
Christmas  should  find  in  Versailles.  It 
was  hard  to  steel  one's  self  against  the 
temptation   of  participating  in  an  occa- 


sion so  full  of  bright  conviviality  as 
this  gathering  was  sui*e  to  be:  but  then 
Versailles  was  off  my  gi-ound,  and  if 
there  should  be  trouble  on  that  pestilent 
restless  eastern  front  and  I  not  at  my 
post,  the  i-eriiorse  or  the  default  would 
far  outweigh  the  pleasure  of  the  dinner. 
Then  there  was  the  knowle<lge  that  the 
preparation  for  the  bombaidment  of  Mont 
Avi'on  would  be  all  but  completed  by 
Christmas  Day.  and  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  holy  day  itself  the  blindage  of  trees 
which  coverecl  the  batteries  might  be  cut 
down,  and  the  roar  of  the  cannon  be  heard 
instead  of  Christmas  bells. 

The  big  cannon  which  the  Germans 
had  breught  from  Spandau  and  placed 
in  battery  along  the  eastern  face  of  the 
environment  fi-om  Maison  Guyot  south 
to  Noisy  i*espected  the  sanctity  of  Christ- 
mas Day,  and  their  loud  throats  were  silent 
until  the  morning  after  but  one.  although 
the  Fi*ench  forts  desisted  not  iroiw  their 
desultory  cannonade  on  the  natal  day  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  But  there  was  sharp 
and  stubborn  fighting  during  the  whole 
week  previous,  which  culminated  in  a 
general  "alarm"  of  the  whole  Meuse  army 
on  the  24th.  in  the  momentary  expectancy 
of  a  general  and  a  desi>erate  sortie.  The 
French  troops  had  been  out  in  the  open 
then  for  four  days  and  as  many  nights, 
when  the  temperature  was  many  degrees 
below  freezing-point.  To  face  this  cold 
by  night,  and  to  stand  all  day  with  faces 
to  the  foe!  I  protest  I  was  filled  with  ad- 
miration, respect,  and  heart- felt  compas- 
sion for  the  men  I  saw  before  me  doing 
this — doing  it.  too.  as  we  knew,  poorly 
clad  and  on  scant  i*ations.  and  without  the 
spur  and  the  stay  which  the  consciousness 
of  success  ever  imparts.  Those  men  out 
on  the  plain  there  must  have  been  stanch 
soldiers,  and  they  must  have  been  led  by 
officers  worthy  to  command  tix>ops  that 
could  confront  hardships  so  great.  As 
the  sun  went  down  on  Christmas  Eve 
there  were  happy  indications  that  the  day 
conseci*ated  to  associations  of  peace  on 
earth  and  good- will  among  men  was  not 
to  have  its  hallowed  character  desecrated 
by  the  mad  passions  and  cruel  carnage  of 
a  great  battle.  As  the  twilight  fell,  the 
air  was  still  throbbing  to  the  din  of  a  can- 
nonade: but  the  French  infantry  were 
breaking  up  from  their  chill  and  cheerless 
bivouacs  on  the  plain,  and  falling  back, 
none  of  us  were  so  churlish  as  not  to  wish, 
into  less  rigorous  Christmas  quarters. 
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As  for  the  Germans,  they  were  not 
standing"  to  attention  every  hour  of  every 
day,  and  when  two  days  before  Christ- 
mas the  field-post  wag-on  came  rolling  into 
Le  Vert  Galant,  laden  till  its  springs  were 
flattened  with  the  load  of  Liebesgaben 
from  kinsfolk  and  friends  in  the  father- 
land, a  goodly  muster  of  stalwart  Saxons 
crowded  round  the  welcome  vehicle.  The 
wagon  halted  outside  the  regimental  head- 
quarters, and  the  bugle  sounded  ' '  the  ral- 
ly." for  the  Germans  love  to  do  every- 
thing formally  and  in  order.  It  was  a 
curious  medley  of  contents  that  streamed 
out  as  the  tail-board  of  the  wagon  was  let 
down.  The  German  field -post  was  an 
elastic  institution,  and  had  a  friend  at 
home  chosen  to  send  to  the  front  a  box- 
mangle  or  a  live  parrot  in  a  cage,  I  do 
not  believe  there  would. have  been  any 
objections  on  the  score  of  bulk.  There 
tumbled  out  cigar  boxes  wrapped  in  can- 
vas, long  podgy  rolls  that  were  eloquent 
of  sausage,  flabby  parcels  that  probably 
contained  warm  under-clothing,  and  little 
packets  which  rolled  as  they  fell,  and  ev- 
idently consisted  of  thalers.  Yes,  there 
were  two  beer  barrels  which  Major  Von 
Schonberg  had  been  expecting :  it  re- 
joiced my  heart  that  Frau  Majorin  had 
fulfilled  the  marital  requisition,  since  her 


husband  was  to  give  the  Christmas  din- 
ner at  which  I  presently  was  to  be  a  guest. 
A  pile  of  packages  was  made  against  the 
wall,  the  sergeant  cleared  a  space,  and 
went  to  work  calling  out  tlie  name  on 
each  letter  and  packet,  as  letter  or  packet 
came  to  hand.  To  many  of  his  calls  the 
answer  had  no  cheerful  tone,  for  the  regi- 
ment had  suffered  severely  in  the  fight- 
ing of  the  great  sortie.  "Schumann!" 
bawled  the  staff  sergeant.  "Killed," 
came  the  response,  uttered  by  some  com- 
rade in  a  solemn  voice :  for  poor  Schumann 
the  love-gift  from  home  had  arrived  too 
late.  "Kaspar!"  Kaspar  did  not  an- 
swer to  his  name ;  his  corporal  laconically 
replied  for  him,  "Wounded."  "  Berg- 
mann !"  The  cold  and  exposure  had  in- 
valided Bergmann;  of  him,  in  two  words, 
the  report  was,  "In  hospital."  "Schra- 
der!"  Schrader  was  not  on  hand  to  re- 
ceive his  love-gift;  the  answer  regarding 
him  was  the  indefinite  "Weg."  "  Weg" 
in  this  connection  had  a  wide  and  vague 
meaning" — or  no  meaning.  The  "Weg" 
Schrader  might  be  a  prisoner;  wounded, 
and  as  yet  unreported  to  his  battalion, 
snug  in  some  field  hospital  outside  the 
Saxon  ken  ;  lying  un buried,  with  his 
dead  face  looking  up  into  the  wan  win- 
try  sunshine    out    there    on    the    snowy 
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sloj)e  stretcliino:  tlown  to  tlio  Mariio:  a  de- 
serter—only  tluit  one  never  heard  of  a 
German  soldier  desert  in  jj-.  The  sum  of 
'*  Weg-"  in  the  case  of  Selu'iider  and  others 
Avas  sinii)ly  "Not  here,  and  the  Lord  only 
knows  where  they  are."  Wlien  the  sei-- 
f^eant  had  com])leted  his  task  of  distri- 
bution, thei'e  remained  quite  a  heap  of 
packets  which  those  to  whom  they  were 
addressed  nevcM*  would  claim. 

There  were  few  indications  in  Laf^ny 
of  i)rei)arations  foi*  'Mei-ry  Christmas" 
when  I  I'ode  back  from  Le  Vert  Galant 
into  that  little  town  to  dispatch  a  letter 
by  the  post  train,  which  started  from'  it 
every  morninfif.  As  the  terminus  of  rail- 
way conmmnication  with  Germany,  La- 
gny  was  the  focus  on  which  concentrated 
all  the  movable  defrifufi  of  the  great 
sieffe.  From  all  round  the  cordon  caj)- 
tured  P^r<'nrh  ])rison('rs  were  escorted  in 
batches  to  Lagny,  thence  to  be  deported 
into  ca))tivity  by  the  prisoner  trains; 
wounded  German  soldiers,  as  soon  as 
they  were  in  condition  to  be  evacuated 
fi-oiii  the  lield  hospitals,  wej'e  sent  thither 
for  conveyance  to  Germany  in  the  am- 
bulance cars.  Ever  since  the  end  of 
November  there  had  been  hard  fiofhtinir 
somewher(^  arouml  the  trpcat  circle  every 
day,  antl  unfortunate  little  Ijafc^.v  had 
been  inundated  with  wounded  and  ])ris- 
onei-s  -  for  days  at  a  time  at  the  rate  of  a 
thousand  of  €'ach  per  day.  Under  the 
avalanche  of  misery  the  German  organ- 
ization had  for  a  time  broken  down.  I 
saw  a  l>atch  of  ])ris()ners  march  into  La- 
gny  so  ravenous  with  hunger  that  the 
wretches  grubbed  in  the  gutter  after  tur- 
nip-tops and  boiu's,  and  turned  over  dirt 
heaps  in  seai-ch  for  scraps  of  bread.  The 
wounded  ))Oured  into  the  place,  unfed, 
their  wounds  undressed,  chilled  to  the 
mai-row  by  the  cruel  cold,  and  jolted  al- 
most to  distraction.  Sheds,  railway  vans, 
th(;  railway  station,  the  chui'ch,  the  ^lai- 
rie,  were  used  as  recei)tacles  for  the  poor 
broken  creatures.  That  Lagny  church, 
to  what  strange  and  diverse  uses  I  knew 
it  come  during  this  tei'rible  month  !  Now 
a  shelter  for  700  wounded  meji :  now  the 
barracks  for  1000  Bavarians,  a  new  draft 
l)ressing  to  the  front;  in  the  Christmas 
week  itself  the  prison  pen  of  some  1200 
French  pri.soners,  some  of  whom  died  on 
its  cold  stone  Hoor.  As  I  Avent  into  the 
station  to  mail  my  letter  in  the  post- 
wagon,  I  found  its  platform  strewn  with 
a  kind  of  baggage,  waiting  dis])atch.  that 


made  my  heart  ache.  There,  stretched 
on  the  i)lanking  or  the  litters,  lay  the 
])oor  wounded  fellows,  looking  up  at  the 
hale  folk  with  their  great,  calm,  patient 
eyes.  I  sa\y  a  clumsy  man  stumble  over 
one  of  the  j)rostrate  forms,  and  all  the 
chiding  he  received  was  a  wan,  pinched 
smile. 

ChristuKis  moi-ning,  '"AH  quiet  every- 
where,'' was  the  early  morning  report 
connnunicated  by  gallant  old  General 
J>iulritski,  of  the  Guard  Corps,  as  he  stood 
])ulling  his  white  mustache  in  the  door- 
way of  his  quarters  in  tiie  high  street  of 
Gonesse.  I  seemed  to  recognize  an  in- 
toiuition  of  di.sai)i)ointment  in  the  old 
chief's  accents;  he  was  always  ha])piest 
Avhen  the  bullets  were  Hying,  and  he  had 
shown  the  young  ones  the  way  over  the 
barricade  at  the  recapture  of  Le  Bourget. 
"  All  quiet  everywhere  I*'  Yes,  the  Christ- 
mas bells  were  ringing  out  from  the  Go- 
nesse belfry  ;  but  surely  tho.se  were  strange 
echoes  of  them  that  came  ])ealing  to  us 
acro.ss  the  Corneuve  plain  and  ovei*  the 
ti'ee  tops  of  the  forest  of  Bondy.  Those 
white  wreaths  that  decked  the  gi-im  fronts 
of  Forts  Rosny  and  Aubervilliers  were 
truly  in  a  strange  .style  of  Y'ule  tide  deco- 
ration. Tiiere  was  no  sentiment  about 
the  old  war-dog  Budritski.  AVith  a  shrug 
of  his  lean  shoulders  he  intimated  that  he 
regarded  the  accom})animent  to  the  Christ- 
mas bells  which  the  cannon  of  the  French 
forts  were  sounding  as  a  diimmes  Zeug, 
and  straightway  went  inside  to  break- 
fast. He  was  so  kind  as  to  ask  me  to  ac- 
company him;  but  in  those  days  —  alas 
that  they  are  so  old  1— I  was  fonder  of  the 
society  of  buoyant  young  subalterns  than 
of  general  oilicers  of  a  saturnine  tem})era- 
ment.  And  in  Gonesse,  notwithstanding 
that  it  was  witiiin  range  of  the  French 
forts,  the  Prussian  Guardsmen  had  estab- 
lished a  "casino,'' or  oflicers'  club,  Avhere 
a  French  cou})le  cooked  dainty  littlep/afs 
to  the  marvel,  and  where  the  Bavarian 
beer  was  as  good  as  the  French  red  wine. 
In  the  Gonesse  casino  you  could  have  a 
dejeuner  d  la  fourchette  not  much  infe- 
rior to  Durand  form,  and  at  about  one- 
fourth  the  cost,  for  the  German  Guards- 
man is  not  a  Avealthy  man,  and  the  tariff 
Avas  fixed  to  suit  a  modest  purse. 

My  Avay  from  Gonesse — I  Avas  bound 
for  the  Saxon  battalion  which  Major  Von 
Schonberg  conuiianded,  which  I  knew  was 
lying  somewhere  in  front  of  ClicliA' — was 
southward  through  the  Avreckfd  villages 
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of  Aulnay  and  Sevraii,  to  where  General 
Von  Montbe  had  his  quarters  in  the  pret- 
ty chateau  of  Clichy.  There  I  learned 
that  the  Von  Sclionbergs  were  well  out  to 
the  front,  on  the  confines  of  that  beauti- 
ful ancient  chase  the  old  park  of  Raincy, 
an  outlying  part  of  the  historic  forest  of 
Bondy.  An  orderly  went  forward  with 
me  to  show  me  the  villa  in  which  the  ma- 
jor had  his  residence.  Here,  it  is  true,  I 
found  liim,  but  the  arrang^ements  for  the 
Christmas  festivities,  which  were  to  have 
been  celebrated  in  the  said  villa,  had  been 
thrown  into  dislocation  by  an  order  for 
his  battalion  to  relieve  another  on  the  fore- 
post  line  opposite  the  strong*  French  posi- 
tion of  Bondy ;  whereas  the  expectation 
had  been  that  it  would  have  been  left  un- 
til the  morrow  in  its  present  position  of 
support.  However,  orders  had  to  be  obey- 
ed, and  the  good  major  hoped  in  his  cheery 
way  that  although ,  if  the  piano  could  be 
sent  up  into  the  forepost  line,  the  proximi- 


ty to  the  French  posts  would  prevent  its 
being  used,  and  altliough  our  dining-room 
would  be  smaller  than  the  spacious  salle 
a  manger  of  the  villa,  nevertlieless  we 
should  do  very  Avell. 

I  had  to  leave  my  horse  in  the  stable  at 
the  villa:  mounted  men,  save  on  duty, 
were  forbidden  in  the  foreposts.  From 
time  to  time  the  dull  boom  of  a  French 
cannon  was  heard  as  the  major  and  I  walk- 
ed down  the  long  garden  on  whose  ever- 
greens the  snow  hung  crusted,  and  passed 
out  through  the  wicket-gate  into  the  for- 
est. And  soon  it  was  apparent  that  the 
dunimes  Zeug  had  a  tragic  element  in  it. 
Four  men  came  along  the  forest  alley 
bearing  a  motionless  form  lying  on  a 
stretcher,  and  covered  with  a  blood-stain- 
ed blanket.  "Wounded?'*  asked  Von 
Schonberg.  The  solemn  ' '  Dead"  came  in 
an  under-tone  from  the  mouth  of  the  ac- 
companying under-officer.  It  was  a  corpse 
they  were  carrying  back  into  the  village. 
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Private  Jeskow  had  seen  his  hist  Christ- 
mas morning.  He  liad  been  making  his 
cotfee  in  a  house  behind  an  outpost,  when 
a  shell  burst  under  the  window.  A  ser- 
geant warned  him  that  the  French  had 
got  the  range ;  but  the  coffee  was  close  to 
the  boil;  a  second  shell  burst  inside  the 
room ;  a  fragment  struck  Jeskow  in  the 
back ;  and  so  it  was  tliat  they  were  carry- 
ing the  corpse  of  him  back  to  the  village 
grave-yard. 

On  our  way  to  the  front  we  passed  one 
of  the  batteries  of  siege  guns  which  were 
to  open  fire  on  Mont  Avron  the  following 
morning  but  one.  The  guns  were  already 
in  their  places,  ambushed  by  the  belt  of 
undergrowth  that  had  been  preserved  in 
front  of  them  ;  they  reminded  me  of  tigers 
lurking  in  the  jungle  waiting  for  their 
prey.  In  honor  of  Christmas  tinje  the  gun- 
ners had  bedecked  the  smootli  sleek  devils 
with  wreaths  of  ivy  and  winter  blossoms. 
Green  leaves  begirt  the  muzzles  so  soon 
to  vomit  forth  death  and  destruction. 
The  honest  artillerists  were  proud  of  their 
pretty  decorations,  nor  saw  in  them  some 
sucli  incongruity-  as  would  be  a  flower 
show  in  the  crater  of  a  volcano. 

Forward  through  underwood  inter- 
spersed with  great  trees,  the  path  broken 
and  jagged  by  shell  holes.  Everywhere  the 
forest  was  full  of  barricades,  of  chevaux- 
de-frise,  of  all  kinds  of  appliances  for  ar- 
resting the  advance  of  an  enemy.  Then 
we  emerged  into  a  strip  of  clearing,  on 
which  were  works  of  greater  pretensions 
— intrenchments,  stockades,  abattis,  enfi- 
laded approaches,  about  which  and  among 
the  huts  behind  were  many  soldiers.  Pass- 
ing through  some  scrub,  we  were  in  a  sort 
of  village  of  i^retty  country  houses  nest- 
ling among  underwood.  Forest,  clear- 
ance, and  village  reminded  me  of  Chisel- 
hurst  Common,  of  Cresson  Springs  on  the 
summit  of  the  Alleghanies.  On  the  rond 
point  in  the  centre  of  this  forest  village 
strolled  and  lounged  some  officers  of  the 
battalion  waiting  to  be  relieved;  the  men 
not  standing  on  Avatch  in  the  forepost  line 
were  massed  in  shelter  behind  the  walls 
inclosing  the  gardens  of  the  villas.  My 
major  and  other  officers  exchanged  items 
of  information  as  we  waited  for  his  battal- 
ion to  arrive.  The  French  in  Bond}-  had 
been  on  parade  in  the  morning;  a  hollow 
square  had  been  formed, it  was  conjectured 
for  a  religious  service.  If  this  had  been 
so,  the  cannon  of  the  forts  had  furnished 
the  responses. 


We  were  in  the  park  of  Raincy,  and 
the  mansions  all  around  us.  now  empty, 
forlorn,  and  dilapidated,  were  the  country- 
seats  of  rich  Parisians.  No  life  anywhere 
about  the  picturesquely  built  houses,  save 
where  a  vagi^ant  cat  darted  across  the  road. 
The  desolation  of  war  had  fallen  on  the 
dainty  pleasaunces,  and  had  scored  its  fell 
mark  athwart  the  trim  finished  prettiness. 
The  furniture  had  been  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  barricades,  a  shell  had  bui*st 
in  a  piano  that  helped  to  make  a  shelter- 
place  for  a  sentry,  and  tapestr}-  hang- 
ings formed  screens  for  bivouacs.  No  for- 
lorner  spectacle  could  be  imagined  than 
was  presented  by  this  dainty  settlement, 
so  purely  French  in  its  mingled  rusticity 
and  self -consciousness  of  metropolitan- 
ism. 

By-and-by  from  out  the  wood  came 
steadily  tramping  Von  Sclionberg's  battal- 
ion, led  by  the  senior  captain,  big  Kirch- 
bach,  who,  like  his  dashing  brother-in-law 
Hammerstein,  had  been  an  officer  of  the 
old  Hanoverian  army,  and  had  fought  at 
Langensalza,  its  last  battle.  They,  with 
a  number  of  their  comrades,  rather  than 
accept  the  Prussian  service,  had  hurried 
from  Langensalza  to  join  the  army  of  Sax- 
ony, and  fight  with  it  against  the  hated 
Prussians  at  Sadowa.  But  fate  had  .been 
overstrong  for  them.  As  a  consequence 
of  Sadowa,  the  Saxon  army  had  shared  in 
effect  the  fortune  of  the  Hanoverian,  and 
been  blended  with  the  Prussian  army. 
So  Kirchback,  Hammerstein,  and  the  oth- 
er Hanoverian  officers  found  themselves 
in  1870  fighting  the  battles  of  that  Prussia 
which  the}-  still  hated.  Nevertheless  they 
fought,  while  they  cursed  that  they  had  to 
fight,  and  Wilhelm  had  no  better  officers 
under  his  banner  than  the  Hanoverians 
Avho  held  commissions  in  the  Royal  Saxon 
Army  Corps.  They  were  men  for  the 
most  part  both  of  superior  general  culture 
and  exceptionally  conversant  with  mili- 
tary duty,  although,  to  be  sure,  they  did 
not  seem  very  soldier-like  here  on  the  win- 
ter forepost  service,  incased  in  multitudi- 
nous wraps  that  made  them  all  but  unrec- 
ognizable, and  wearing  high  fur  boots, 
which  were  jocularly  traditioned  to  have 
been  bequeathed  to  Hammerstein  b}^  an 
Esquimau  ancestor.  Hammerstein  was 
proud  of  his  family, and  resented  this  theo- 
ry of  derivation  for  the  fur  boots,  but  wise- 
ly continued  to  w-ear  them.  As  for  Kirch- 
back,  he  was  a  philosopher,  and  would 
have  accei)ted  any  ancestral   attribution 
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that  would  liave  brought  him  a  fur  coat 
to  match  the  fur  boots. 

The  rehef  in  detail  of  the  foreposts  was 
a  delicate  duty  that  had  to  be  accomplish- 
ed while  the  two  battalions  remained  to 
cover  it.  for  the  relief  had  to  be  in  full  oc- 
cupancy of  the  chain  of  posts  before  the 
relieved  could  safely  witlidraw.  As  eacli 
company  went  out  to  its  section  of  the 
position,  it  was  met  by  a  trusty  non-com- 
missioned officer  of  the  corresponding- out- 
going company,  who  acted  as  its  guide. 
Then  the  sergeant  and  tlie  lieutenant  went 
out  and  i^elieved  the  senti'ies  along  the 
front,  and.  with  a  cheery  adieu,  off  tramp- 
ed the  •"old  guard."  glad  enough  to  go. 
for  sure,  after  three  days  and  three  nights 
of  the  wearing,  anxious,  and  hazardous 
forepost  work. 

It  was  well  on  in  the'  afternoon  before 
the  relieving  duty  was  finally  got  through, 
and  the  Von  Schonbergs  fully  in  posses- 
sion of  the  new  positions.  The  rendezvous 
for  the  Christmas  feast — a  hut  built  of 
doors  from  wrecked  houses — was  the  quar- 
tern of  Captain  Ton  Zauthier.  the  officer 
under  whose  charge  was  the  uttermost 
forepost  line  of  the  section  of  front  held 
by  the  battalion.  Its  greatest  height  in- 
side was  about  six  feet,  the  roof  sloping  till 
at  the  back  it  was  barely  four  feet.  This 
lower -roofed  side  was  lined  with  spring 
mattresses  having  the  same  origin  as 
the  doors.  Pictures  hung  on  the  walls, 
and  mirrors — neither  part  of  an  officer's 
field  kit  on  active  service;  and  between 
the  close-curtained  window  and  the  row 
of  mattresses  was  a  range  of  good  massive 
mahogany  tables,  that  certainly  were  not 
made  by  the  Crerman  x^ioueers.  The 
chaii*s  may  be  described  as  mixed.  All 
styles  were  represented  impartially — the 
fauteuil.  the  ottoman,  the  American  rock- 
er, the  high  straight-backed  Elizabethan, 
the  Louis  Quatorze  lounge,  the  humble 
wicker- bottom.  With  the  wood  fire 
crackling  in  the  stove,  and  the  brass 
lamp  brightly  burning,  the  queer  littJe 
nest  looked  so  cheery  and  home-like,  one 
had  no  temptation  to  remember  that  the 
French  were  not  a  thousand  yards  dis- 
tant, and  that  a  shell  might  any  minute 
knock  into  small  pieces  it  and  its  inmates. 
Tije  kitchen  was  outside,  well  behind  a 
clump  of  hollies,  so  that  the  fire  should 
not  show  tlirough  the  darkness.  The 
major's  cook  was  an  imposing  military  per- 
son in  white  cap  and  apron,  who  acted  as 
head  waiter  as  Avell.  and  who.  before  he 


announced  that  dinner  was  served,  entei'ed 
in  state  and  lit  the  candles  on  the  Christ- 
mas tree,  from  every  twig  of  which  dan- 
gled cakes  and  comfits.  Then  we  drew 
around  the  social  board,  and  fell  to  with  a 
will.  A  la  guerre  com  me  la  guerre.  Yes, 
the  table-cloth  was  too  short,  clean  plates 
were  not  supplied  with  every  cour.se,  and 
there  had  been  an  understanding  that 
every  man  should  bring  his  own  feeding 
utensils  and  drinking-horn.  But  the 
cooking  was  excellent,  and  the  menu  was 
certainly  not  destitute  of  variety.  Here 
it  is: 

Hors-iTatuvre. 

Caviare. 

Soup. 

Liebig's  Extract. 

Fish. 

Sardines  in  oil. 

JSnt/ees. 

Goose  Sausage,  Ham  Sausage,  other  miscellaneous 

Sausages. 

Pieces  de  Resistance. 

Boiled  Beef  and  Macaroni 

Roast  Mutton  and  Potato  Salad. 

JEntrernets. 

Schinken,  Compote  of  Pears,  Compote  of  Apples, 

Preserved  Sauerkraut. 

Cheese  and  Fresh  Butter. 

Dessert. 
Fruits,  Xuts.  Biscuits,  Tarts,  etc. 

Xor  were  flidds  lacking.  A  barrel  of 
Frau  Majorin'sbeer  was  on  tap  in  the  cor- 
ner, in  prime  condition ;  plenty  of  fair 
claret,  and  a  few  bottles  of  champagne 
iced^perhaps,  indeed,  rather  too  much 
iced.  The  bottles  had  l>een  i)laced  outside 
in  the  snow,  and  when  the  corks  were 
drawn  the  wine  would  not  flow:  it  seemed 
frozen  solid.  Among  the  expedients  sug- 
gested was  one  that  the  bottles  should  be 
smashed,  the  contents  broken  iip  with  a 
chopper,  and  a  lump  of  frozen  champagne 
served  out  to  each  guest  to  negotiate  as  he 
pleased:  but  presently  an  ingenious  per- 
son fell  to  pricking  the  ice  inside  a  bottle 
with  the  ramrod  of  his  pistol,  and  found 
that  there  was  liquid  underneath.  So  we 
pricked  all  the  bottles,  and  prospered. 

Oratory  was  not  to  our  taste,  and  there 
were  but  two  toasts.  Major  Ton  Schonberg, 
in  a  few  words,  gave  * '  the  King  of  Sax- 
ony" :  x>erhaps  it  was  pardonable  that  I 
was  a  little  more  diffuse  in  proposing  the 
health  of  the  Frau  Majorin.  which  we 
drank  enthusiastically  in  her  own  beer. 
Sono'  followed  on  son2'.  only  the  choruses 
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had  to  be  taken  low,  if  not  sweet,  because 
of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy.  One 
young  ensign — the  Baron  von  Zeymann 
— liad  a  mellow  and  sympathetic  voice, 
and  sang  to  perfection  the  beautiful  and 
plaintive  Lied, 

"  Icli  liiitte  eiiR'ii   Kaiiu'r;i(l, 
Einoii  besst'i'eii  fiiule.-^t  du  niclit," 

and  its  sentiment,  among  men  who  had 
left  dead  comrades  on  every  held  from 
Gravelotte  to  Villiers-Champigny,  caused 
many  a  heart  to  swell. 

About  midnight  Captain  Von  Zanthier 
rose,  got  into  his  cloak,  and  buckled  on 
his  sword.  He  was  going  out  with  the 
''sly  patrol";  did  I  care  to  accompany 
him?  Naturally.  We  started — the  oth- 
cer,  a  corporal,  tliree  privates,  and  myself 
— and  pushed  to  the  front  till  we  Avere 
out  among  the  underwood  in  front  of  the 
furthest  of  the  German  posts.  There  were 
the  French  pickets  barely  600  yards  away, 
and  the  chain  of  French  sentries — if  there 
was  one — was  between  us  and  the  pickets. 
We  could  discern  the  fellows  huddling 
around  the  hres.    The  brush- wood  crackled 


close  to  us,  we  heard  the  tramp  of  men, 
and  there  was  a  challenge  in  French,  iu 
an  under- tone.  Von  Zanthier  re})lied  in 
the  same  language.  It  was  a  French  pa- 
trol, and  the  officer  in  charge,  assuming 
ours  to  be  another,  called  cheerily,  '*  Come 
on,  friends  I"  Von  Zanthier  and  his  men 
obeyed  the  mandate;  I  got  behind  a  bush 
to  be  out  of  harm's  way  in  case  of  bullets. 
But  there  were  no  bullets.  Von  Zanthier 
returned  in  a  few  minutes  with  three  pris- 
oners, whom  he  had  quietly  bagged — a  uio- 
bile  otlicer  and  his  two  men.  The  mobile 
oihcer  was  quite  aft'able  and  garrulous;  he 
accepted  the  fortune  of  war  with  a  light 
heart,  and  became  still  cheerier  when,  on 
our  return  to  the  hut,  it  was  found  that 
the  skillful  man  in  the  white  cap  was 
waiting  for  us  with  a  steaming  jorum  of 
egg-flip.  The  mobile  otlicer  pledged  us 
with  effusion,  and  genially  accepted  the 
otfer  of  supper.  After  that  there  was 
some  more  egg-flip,  and  then  the  mobile 
officer  and  I  betook  ourselves  to  the  spring 
mattresses.  Von  Zanthier  was  on  duty, 
and  for  him,  until  after  day-dawn,  there 
was  to  be  no  rest. 


SHE   STOOPS   TO   C0:NQUEE; 

OR,    THE     MISTAKES     OF    A    NIGHT.— A    COMEDY. 


ACT   THIKD. 

Enter  Hakdcastle,  alone. 

Hasd.  What  could  my  old  friend  Sir  Charles  mean  by  recommending  his 
son  as  the  modestest  young  man  in  the  town  ?  To  me  he  appears  the  most 
impudent  piece  of  brass  that  ever  spoke  with  a  tongue.  He  has  taken  possession 
of  the  easy-chair  by  the  fireside  already.  He  took  off  his  boots  in  the  parlor, 
and  desired  me  to  see  them  taken  care  of.  I'm  desirous  to  know  how  his 
impudence  affects  my  daughter.     She  will  certainly  be  shocked  at  it. 

^n^^^r  Miss  HARDCASTLEj^^Za/vz^y  <:Zr6<§5^f^. 
Hard.     Well,  my  Kate,  I  see  you  have  changed  your  dress,  as  I  bid  you; 
and  yet,  I  believe,  there  was  no  great  occasion. 
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Mii^s  Hard.  I  find  sueli  a  pleasure,  sir,  iii  obeying  your  eoniuiands,  that  I 
take  care  to  observe  them  without  ever  debating  their  j^ropriety. 

Hard.  And  yet,  Kate,  I  sometimes  give  you  some  cause,  partieuhirly  when 
I  recommended  my  modest  gentleman  to  you  as  a  lover  to-day. 

Miss  Hard.  You  taught  me  to  expect  something  extraordinary,  and  L  find 
the  original  exceeds  the  description. 

Hard.  I  was  never  so  surprised  in  n)y  life  I  He  has  quite  confounded  all 
my  faculties ! 

'Miss  Hard.     1  never  saw  anything  like  it ;  and  a  man  of  the  world  too  ! 

Hard.  Ay,  he  learned  it  all  abroad  :  what  a  fool  was  I,  to  think  a  young 
man  could  learn  modesty  by  travelling.  He  might  as  soon  learn  wit  at  a 
mascpierade. 

Miss  Hard.     It  seems  all  natural  to  him. 

Hard.     A  good  deal  assisted  by  bad  company  and  a  French  dancing-master. 

Miss  Hard.  Sure  you  mistake,  papa !  A  French  dancing  -  master  could 
never  have  taught  him  that  timid  look — that  awkward  address — that  bashful 
manner — 

Hard.     Whose  look?  whose  manner,  child? 

Miss  Hard.  Mr.  Marlow's ;  his  mauvaise  hontt\  his  timidity,  struck  me  at 
first  sight. 

Hard.  Then  your  first  sight  deceived  you;  for  I  think  him  one  of  the 
most  brazen  first  sights  that  ever  astonished  my  senses. 

Miss  Hard.     Sure,  sir,  you  rally !  I  never  saw  any  one  so  modest. 

Hard.  iVnd  can  you  be  serious  ?  I  never  saw  such  a  bouncing,  swaggering 
puppy  since  I  was  born.     Bully  Dawson  Avas  but  a  fool  to  him. 

Miss  Hard.     Surprising!     lie  met  me  with  a  respectful  bow,  stan 
voice,  and  a  look  fixed  on  the  ground. 

Hard.  He  met  me  with  a  loud  voice,  a  lordly  air,  and  a  familiarity  that 
made  my  blood  freeze  again. 

Miss  Hard.  He  treated  me  with  diffidence  and  respect ;  censured  the  man- 
ners of  the  age ;  admired  the  prudence  of  girls  that  never  laughed ;  tired  me 
with  apologies  for  being  tiresome ;  then  left  the  room  with  a  bow,  and 
"  Madam,  1  would  not  for  the  world  detain  you." 

Hard.  Fie  spoke  to  me  as  if  he  knew  me  all  his  life  before ;  asked  twenty 
questions,  and  never  waited  for  an  answer;  interrupted  my  best  remarks  with 
some  silly  pun  ;  and  when  I  was  in  my  best  story  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
and  Piiiice  Eugene,  he  asked  me  if  1  had  not  a  good  hand  at  making  punch. 
Yes,  Kate,  he  asked  your  father  if  he  was  a  maker  of  punch  ?  / 

Miss  Hard.     One  of  us  must  certainly  be  mistaken. 

FIard.  If  he  be  what  he  has  shown  himself,  I'm  determined  he  shall  never 
have  my  consent. 

Miss  Hard.  And  if  he  be  the  sullen  thing  I  take  him,  he  shall  never  have 
mine. 

FIard.     In  one  thing,  then,  we  are  agreed — to  reject  him. 

Miss  Hard.  Yes:  but  upon  conditions.  For  if  you  should  find  him  less  im- 
pudent, and  I  more  presuming — if  you  find  him  moi'e  respectful,  and  I  more 
importunate — I  don't  know — the  fellow  is  well  enough  for  a  man.  Certainly 
w^e  don't  meet  many  such  at  a  horse-race  in  the  country. 

Hard.  If  we  should  find  him  so —  But  that's  impossible.  The  first  ap- 
pearance has  done  my  business.     I'm  seldom  deceived  in  that. 

Miss  Hard.  And  yet  there  may  be  many  good  qualities  under  that  first 
appearance. 

Hard.  Ay,  when  a  girl  finds  a  fellow's  outside  to  her  taste,  she  then  sets 
about  guessing  the  rest  of  his  furniture.  With  her,  a  smooth  face  stands  for 
good  sense,  and  a  genteel  figure  for  every  virtue. 
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Miss  Hard.  I  hope,  sir,  a  conversation  begun  witli  a  compliment  to  my 
good  sense,  won't  end  with  a  sneer  at  my  understanding? 

Hakd.  Pardon  me,  Kate.  But  if  young  Mr.  Brazen  can  find  the  art  of 
reconciling  contradictions,  he  may  please  us  both,  perhaps. 

Miss  Hakd.  And  as  one  of  us  must  be  mistaken,  what  if  we  go  to  make 
fartlier  discoveries? 

Hakd.     Agreed.     But  depend  on't,  I'm  in  the  right. 

Miss  Hard.     And  depend  on't,  I'm  not  much  in  the  wrong.  {Exeunt. 

Enter  Tony,  running  in  with  a  casket. 

Tony.  Ecod  !  I  have  got  them.  Here 
they  are.  My  cousin  Con's  necklaces,  bobs 
and  all.  My  mother  sha'n't  cheat  the  poor 
souls  out  of  their  fortin  neither.  O  !  my 
genus,  is  that  you  % 

Enter  Hastings. 

Hast.  My  dear  friend,  how  have  you 
managed  with  your  mother?  I  hope  you 
have  amused  her  with  pretending  love  for 
your  cousin,  and  that  you  are  willing  to  be 
reconciled  at  last  ?  Our  horses  will  be  re- 
freshed in  a  short  time,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
ready  to  set  olf . 

Tony.  And  here's  something  to  bear  your 
charges  by  the  way  {giving  the  casket) ;  your 
sweetheart's  jewels.  Keep  them,  and  hang 
those,  I  say,  that  would  rob  you  of  one  of 
them. 

Hast.  But  how  have  you  procured  them 
from  your  mother  ? 

Tony.  Ask  me  no  questions,  and  I'll  tell 
you  no  fibs.  I  procured  them  by  the  rule  of 
thumb.  If  I  had  not  a  key  to  every  drawer 
in  mother's  bureau,  how  could  I  go  to  the 
ale-house  so  often  as  I  do  ?  An  honest  man 
may  rob  himself  of  his  own  at  any  time. 

Hast.  Thousands  do  it  every  day.  But  to  be  plain  with  you.  Miss  ]N"eville 
is  endeavoring  to  procure  them  from  her  aunt  this  very  instant.  If  she  suc- 
ceeds, it  will  be  the  most  delicate  way  at  least  of  obtaining  them. 

Tony.  Well,  keep  them,  till  you  know  how  it  will  be.  But  I  know  how  it 
will  be  well  enough ;  she'd  as  soon  part  with  the  only  sound  tooth  in  her  head. 

Hast.  But  I  dread  the  effects  of  her  resentment,  when  she  finds  she  has 
lost  them. 

Tony.  I^ever  you  mind  her  resentment,  leave  me  to  manage  that.  I  don't 
value  her  resentment  the  bounce  of  a  cracker.  Zounds !  here  they  are.  Mor- 
ice !  prance !  {Exit  Hastings. 

Tony,  Mrs.  Hardcastle,  and  Miss  E'eville. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Indeed,  Constance,  you  amaze  me.  Such  a  girl  as  you  want 
jewels  !  It  will  be  time  enough  for*  jewels,  my  dear,  twenty  years  hence,  when 
your  beauty  begins  to  w^ant  repairs. 

Miss  I^ev.  But  what  will  repair  beauty  at  forty,  will  certainly  improve  it 
at  twenty,  madam. 

Mrs.  Hard.     Yours,  my  dear,  can   admit  of  none.     That  natural  blush  is 
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beyond  a  thousand  ornaments.  Besides,  child,  jewels  are  quite  out  at  present. 
Don't  you  see  half  the  ladies  of  our  acquamtance,  my  lady  Kill-day-light,  and 
Mrs.  Crump,  and  the  rest  of  them,  carry  their  jewels  to  town,  and  bring  no- 
thing but  paste  and  marcasites  back  ? 

Miss  Xev.  But  who  knows,  madam,  but  somebody  that  shall  be  nameless 
would  like  me  best  with  all  my  little  iinery  about  me  ( 

Mrs.  Hard.  Consult  your  glass,  my  dear,  and  then  see  if  with  such  a  pair 
of  eyes  you  want  any  better  sparklers.  What  do  you  think.  Tony,  my  dear  ? 
does  youi-  cousin  Con  want  any  jewels  in  your  eyes  to  set  otf  her  beauty? 

ToxY.     That's  as  thereafter  may  be. 

Miss  Xev.     My  dear  aunt,  if  you  knew  how  it  would  oblige  me. 

Mrs.  Hard.  A  parcel  of  old-fashioned  rose  and  table  cut  things.  They 
would  make  you  look  like  the  court  of  King  Solomon  at  a  puppet-show.  Be- 
sides, I  believe  I  can't  readily  come  at  them.  They  may  be  missing,  for  aught 
I  know  to  the  contrary. 

ToxY.  {Ajxirt  to  JI/'S.  Ilardcastle.)  Then  why  don't  you  tell  her  so  at  once, 
as  she's  so  longing  for  them  i  Tell  her  the^^'re  lost.  It's  the  only  way  to 
quiet  her.     Say  they're  lost,  and  call  me  to  bear  witness. 

Mrs.  Hard.  {Ajxrrt  to  Tomj.)  You  know,  my  dear,  I'm  only  keeping  them 
for  you.  So,  if  I  say  they're  gone,  you'll  bear  me  witness,  will  you  i  He  I 
he!  he! 

ToxY.  Xeyer  fear  me.  Ecod !  I'll  say  I  saw  them  taken  out  with  my  own 
eyes. 

Miss  Xey.  I  desire  them  but  for  a  day,  madam.  Just  to  be  permitted  to 
show  them  as  relics,  and  then  they  may  be  locked  up  again. 

Mrs.  Hard.  To  be  plain  with  you,  my  dear  Constance,  if  I  could  tind  them 
you  should  haye  them.  They're  missing,  I  assure  you.  Lost,  for  aught  I 
know ;  but  we  must  have  patience,  whereyer  they  are. 

Miss  Xey.  I'll  not  believe  it !  this  is  but  a  shallow  pretence  to  deny  me. 
I  know  they  are  too  valuable  to  be  so  slightly  kept,  and  as  you  are  to  answer 
for  the  loss— 

Mrs.  Hard.  Don't  be  alarmed,  Constance.  If  they  be  lost,  I  must  restore 
an  equivalent.     But  my  son  knows  they  are  missing,  and  not  to  be  found. 

ToxY.  That  I  can  bear  witness  to.  They  are  missing,  and  not  to  be  found  ; 
I'll  take  my  oath  on't. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Y^ou  must  learn  resignation,  my  dear ;  for  though  we  lose  our 
fortune,  yet  we  should  not  lose  our  patience.     See  me,  how  calm  I  am. 

Miss  JS'ev.     Ay,  people  are  generally  calm  at  the  misfortunes  of  others. 

Mrs.  Hard  1  wonder  a  girl  of  your  good  sense  should  waste  a  thought 
ujDon  such  trumpery.  AVe  shall  soon  find  them ;  and  in  the  mean  time  you 
shall  make  use  of  my  garnets  till  your  jewels  be  found. 

Miss  [N^ev.     I  detest  garnets. 

Mrs.  Hard.  The  most  becoming  things  in  the  world  to  set  off  a  clear  com- 
plexion. You  have  often  seen  how  well  they  look  upon  me.  You  shall  have 
them.  \_Exit. 

Miss  Xev.  I  dislike  them  ^.f  all  things.  Y^ou  sha'n't  stir.  Was  ever  any- 
thing so  provoking,  to  mislay  my  own  jewels,  and  force  me  to  wear  her 
trumpery  \ 

ToxY.  Don't  be  a  fool.  If  she  gives  you  the  garnets,  take  what  you  can 
get.  The  jewels  are  your  own  already.  I  have  stolen  them  out  of  her  bureau, 
and  she  does  not  know  it.  Fly  to  your  spark,  he'll  tell  you  more  of  the  mat- 
ter.    Leave  me  to  manage  her. 

Miss  ISTev.     My  dear  cousin ! 

ToxY.  Vanish.  She's  here,  and  has  missed  them  already.  [_Exit  Miss  jS'e- 
viLLE.]     Zounds !  how  she  fidgets  and  spits  about  like  a  catherine-wheel ! 


TlAKMMarS  \K\V   MOXTTIT.Y   MATJAZINPI 


l\ni<  r   M  K'S.    I  1  A  in)CASTLK. 

J\liis.  IIakm).  (\)iit'usi(Ui  I  tliic'wsl  rohhiTs!  we  ai'r  cliratrd.  j)1iiii(1imhh1,  hrolvc 
0])oii,  undone ! 

Tony.  What's  tlie  matter,  what's  the  niatrer,  niannna  t  I  Jiope  luttliiiii;'  lias 
liappi'iied  to  any  of  tlie  o-ood   family  { 

Mk'S.  11  \ici>.  M'e  WW  rolthed.  My  l»ui-eau  has  been  broken  o])en.  the  jewels 
taken  out,  and  I'm  undone. 

Tony.  Oh!  is  that  all  ^  11a!  ha!  ha!  P>y  the  laws,  I  never  saw  it  acted 
better  in  all  my  life.      lu'(»d,  1  ihou^-ht  you  was  ruiniMJ  in  earnest,  lia !  lia !  ha! 

!Mu's.  11 AKO.  Why,  hoy,  1  am  ruined  in  earnest.  My  bureau  lias  been  broken 
open,  and  all  tak(Mi  away. 

Tony.  Stick  to  that:  ha!  ha!  ha!  stick  to  that.  I'll  bear  witness,  you 
know  ;  call  me  to  bc\ir  witness. 

Mrs.  IIai.M).  1  tell  you.  Tony,  by  all  that's  j)recious,  the  jewels  are  ii'one, 
and  1  shall  be  ruined   t'oi*  ever. 

Tony.      Sure  1  know  tliev  are  ii'one,  and  I'm  to  say  so. 
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Mks.  Hard.     My  dearest  Tony,  but  hear  me.     They're  gone,  I  say. 

Tony.     By  the  laws,  mamma,  yon  make  me  for  to  langh,  ha  1  ha !     I 
wlio  took  them  well  enough,  ha !  ha  !  ha ! 

Mrs.  IIarj).  Was  there  ever  such  a  blockhead,  that  can't  tell  the  difference 
between  jest  and  earnest  'i     I  tell  you  I'm  not  in  jest,  booby. 

Tony.  That's  right,  that's  right ;  you  must  be  in  a  bitter  passion,  and  then 
nobody  will  suspect  eitlier  of  us.     I'll  bear  witness  that  tliey  are  gone. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Was  there  ever  such  a  cross-grained  brute,  that  won't  hear  me? 
Can  you  bear  witness  that  you're  no  better  than  a  fool?  Was  ever  poor 
woman  so  beset  with  fools  on  one  hand,  and  thieves  on  the  other? 

Tony.     I  can  bear  witness  to  that. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Jiear  witness  again,  you  blockhead  you,  and  I'll  turn  you  out 
of  the  room  directly.  My  poor  niece,  what  will  become  of  her?  Do  you 
laugh,  you  unfeeling  brute,  as  if  you  enjoyed  my  distress  ? 

Tony.     I  can  bear  witness  to  that. 

Mrs.  Hard.     Do  you    insult    me,  monster?     I'll   teach 
mother,  I  will ! 


you    to    vex    your 


Tony.     I  can  bear  witness  to  that.     (He  runs  off^  she  follows  him.) 


w 


I] 


IN  THE  MARSHES. 

HERE  the  soft-spreading-  down 
Smks  away  to  the  sea 
That  has  crept  from  the  lea — 
Crept  so  quiet  and  slow 
That  the  marsh  scarce  can  know 
Be  it  water  or  land, 
So  thick  the  reeds  stand 
.  the  dikes  'neath  the  slopes  of  the  town- 


And  the  great  crimson  sun 
Drops  slow  down  the  sky 
Where  vast  meadows  lie, 
Washed  warm  in  the  flush, 
There,  through  the  world's  hush, 
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Earth's  sweet,  solemn  speech 
Our  faint  sense  may  reach 
With  its  tale  of  one  more  day's  fate  done. 

O'er  calm  plains  the  stream 

Unrolls  its  clear  line 

To  the  last  kiss  divine 

Of  the  sweet  dying  day. 

But  vainly  we  pray 

For  as  pure  a  content; 

Our  passions'  fierce  bent 
May  not  rest  in  so  peaceful  a  dream. 

And  now,  lavish  of  gold 

Upon  islets  of  green. 

Where  clouds  float  serene 

Upon  lakes  of  fair  light 
Mid  a  sky  as  of  night. 

The  sun  dies  at  last. 

And  the  good  day  is  i»asi  — 
Night  is  near  ^vitli  her  sad  kiss  and  cold; 

And  the  twilight's  still  hand 

On  brown  grass  and  moss 

Lays  brown  shades  across. 

While  in  the  dim  light 

Brown  cattle  and  white 

Blend  into  the  gray 

Of  the  waning  of  day — 
Kindred  shapes  of  the  lonely  marsh  land. 

The  land  lies  at  peace: 

Mute  pines  'neatli  the  moon 
Breathe  the  fi'agrance  of  noon, 
And  stars  stud  the  skies 
With  thousands  of  ej-es. 
Earth  waits  for  the  day. 
But  the  night  bids  us  stay — 

Night,  the  end,  when  dav's  conflict  shall  cease. 


mDIAX   SUMMER. 
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THE  next  time  Colville  came  he  found 
himself  alone  with  Imogene,  who  ask- 
ed him  what  he  had  been  doing  all  day. 

"Oh,  living  along  till  evening.  What 
have  you  ?'' 

She  did  not  answer  at  once,  nor  praise 
his  speech  for  the  devotion  implied  in  it. 
After  a  while  she  said :  "Do  you  believe  in 
courses  of  reading  ?  Mr.  Morton  has  taken 
up  a  course  of  reading  in  Italian  poetry. 
He  intends  to  master  it." 

"Does  he?" 

"  Yes.  Do  you  think  something  of  the 
kind  would  be  good  for  me  ?" 

"  Oh,  if  you  thirst  for  conquest.  But  I 
should  prefer  to  rest  on  my  laurels  if  I 
were  you." 

Imogene  did  not  smile.  "Mr.  Morton 
thinks  I  should  enjoy  a  course  of  Kingsley. 
He  says  he's  very  earnest." 

"Oh,  immensely.  But  aren't  you  ear- 
nest enough  already,  my  dear  ?" 

"Do  you  think  I'm  too  earnest  ?" 

"  No ;  I  should  say  you  were  just  right." 

' "  You  know  better  than  that.  I  Avish 
you  would  criticise  me  sometimes." 

"Oh,  I'd  rather  not." 

"Why?  Don't  you  see  anj^thing  to 
criticise  in  me  ?  Are  you  satisfied  with 
me  in  every  way  ?  You  ought  to  think. 
You  ought  to  think  now.  Do  you  think 
that  I  am  doing  right  in  all  respects  ?  Am 
I  all  that  I  could  be  to  you,  and  to  you 
alone  ?  If  I  am  wrong  in  the  least  thing, 
criticise  me,  and  I  will  try  to  be  better." 

"  Oh,  you  might  criticise  back,  and  I 
shouldn't  like  that." 

' '  Then  you  don't  approve  of  a  course  of 
Kingsley  ?"  asked  the  girl. 

"Does  that  follow  ?  But  if  you're  go- 
ing in  for  earnestness,  why  don't  you  take 
up  a  course  of  Carlyle  ?" 

' '  Do  you  think  that  would  be  better 
than  Kingsley  ?" 

"Not  a  bit.  But  Carlyle's  so  earnest 
that  he  can't  talk  straight." 

"I  can't  make  out  what  you  mean. 
Wouldn't  you  like  me  to  improve  ?" 

"Not  much,"  laughed  Colville.  "If 
you  did,  I  don't  know  what  I  should  do, 
I  should  have  to  begin  to  improve  too, 
and  I'm  very  comfortable  as  I  am." 

"I  should  wish  to  do  it  to — to  be  more 
worthy  of  you,"  grieved  the  girl,  as  if  deep- 
ly disaj)pointed  at  his  frivolous  behavior. 
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He  could  not  help  laughing,  but  he  was 
sorry,  and  would  have  taken  her  hand; 
she  kept  it  from  him,  and  removed  to  the 
farthest  corner  of  the  sofa.  Apparently, 
however,  her  ideal  did  not  admit  of  open 
pique,  and  she  went  on  trying  to  talk  se- 
riously" wdth  him. 

' '  You  think,  don't  you,  that  we  oughtn't 
to  let  a  day  pass  without  storing  away 
some  thought — suggestion — " 

"Oh,  there's  no  hurry,"  he  said,  lazily. 
"Life  is  rather  a  long  afPair — if  you  live. 
There  appears  to  be  plenty  of  time,  though 
people  say  not,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
rather  odious  to  make  every  day  of  use. 
Let  a  few  of  them  go  by  without  doing 
anj^thing  for  you!  And  as  for  reading, 
why  not  read  when  you're  hungry,  just 
as  you  eat  ?  Shouldn't  you  hate  to  take 
u})  a  course  of  roast  beef,  or  a  course  of 
turkey  ?" 

"Very  well,  then,"  said  Imogene.  "  I 
shall  not  begin  Kingsley." 

"Yes,  do  it.  I  dare  say  Mr.  Morton's 
quite  right.  He  will  look  at  these  things 
more  from  your  own  point  of  view.  All 
the  Kingsley  novels  are  in  the  Tauchnitz. 
By  all  means  do  what  he  says." 

"I  will  do  what  you  say." 

"  Oh,  but  I  say  nothing." 

"Then  I  will  do  nothing." 

Colville  laughed  at  this  too,  and  soon 
after  the  clergyman  appeared.  Imogene 
met  him  so  coldly  that  Colville  felt  obliged 
to  make  him  some  amends  by  a  greater 
show  of  cordiality  than  he  felt.  But  he 
was  glad  of  the  etf ort,  for  he  began  to  like 
him  as  he  talked  to  him ;  it  was  easy  for 
him  to  like  people ;  the  young  man  show- 
ed sense  and  judgment,  and  if  he  was  a 
little  academic  in  his  mind  and  manners, 
Colville  tolerantly  reflected  that  some 
people  seemed  to  be  born  so,  and  that  he 
was  probably  not  artificial,  as  he  had  once 
imagined  from  the  ecclesiastical  scrupu- 
losity of  his  dress. 

Imogene  ebbed  away  to  the  piano  in 
the  corner  of  the  room,  and  struck  some 
chords  on  it.  At  each  stroke  the  young 
clergyman,  whose  eyes  had  wandered  a 
little  toward  her  from  the  first,  seemed  to 
vibrate  in  response.  The  conversation 
became  incoherent  before  Mrs.  Bo  wen  join- 
ed them.  Then,  by  a  series  of  illogical 
processes,  the  clergyman  was  standing 
beside  Imogene  at  the  piano,  and  Mrs. 
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Bowen  Tvas  sittin^}:  beside  Colville  on  tlie 
sofa. 

''Isn't  there  to  bo  any  Etfio  to  niofht?" 
he  asked. 

"No.  Blie  lias  been  up  too  much  of 
late.  And  I  wislied  to  speak  with  you — 
about  Inioo^ene." 

"Yes/'  said  Colville,  not  very  eagerh'. 
xA.t  that  moment  he  could  have  chosen  an- 
other topic. 

"  It  is  time  that  her  mother  should  have 
gfot  my  letter.  In  less  than  a  fortnight 
we  ouo'ht  to  have  an  answer." 

"AVell?"  said  Colville,  with  a  strang-e 
constriction  of  the  heart. 

"Her  mother  is  a  person  of  very  stronj^ 
character  ;  her  husband  is  absorbed  in 
business,  and  defers  to  her  in  everything." 

"It  isn't  an  uncommon  American  situ- 
ation," said  Colville.  relieving  his  tension 
by  this  excursion. 

Mrs.  Bowen  ignored  it.  "I  don't  know 
how  she  may  look  at  the  afi'air.  She  may 
give  her  assent  at  once,  or  she  may  decide 
that  nothing  has  taken  place  till — she  sees 
you." 

"I  could  hardly  blame  her  for  that," 
he  answered,  submissively'. 

"It  isn't  a  question  of  that,"  said  Mrs. 
BoAven.  "It's a  question  of — others.  Mr. 
Morton  was  here  before  you  came,  and  I 
know  he  Avas  interested  ni  Imogene — I  am 
certain  of  it.  He  has  come  back,  and  he 
sees  no  reason  why  he  should  not  renew 
his  attentions." 

"  No— o— o,"  faltered  Colville. 

"I  wish  you  to  realize  the  fact." 

"But  what  would  you — " 

"I  told  you,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  with  a 
full  return  of  that  severity  whose  recent 
absence  Colville  had  found  so  comforta- 
ble, "that  I  can't  advise  or  suggest  any- 
thing at  all." 

He  was  long  and  miserably  silent.  At 
last,  "Did  you  ever  think,"  he  asked, 
"did you  ever  suppose — that  is  to  say.  did 
you  ever  suspect  that— she— that  Imogene 
was — at  all  interested  in  him  ?" 

"I  think  she  was— at  one  time,"  said 
Mrs.  Bowen,  promptly. 

Colville  sighed,  with  a  wandering  dis- 
position to  whistle. 

"But  that  is  nothing,"  she  went  on. 
"  People  have  many  passing  fancies.  The 
question  is,  what  are  you  going  to  do  now? 
I  want  to  know,  as  Mr.  Morton's  friend." 
•  Ah.  I  wish  you  wanted  to  know  as  my 
friend,  Mrs.  Bowen  I"  A  sudden  thought 
flashed    upon  him.      *'^Vhy  shouldn't  I 


go  awaj'  from  Florence  till  Imogene  hears 
from  her  mother?  That  seemed  to  me 
right  in  the  first  place.  There  is  no  tie 
that  binds  her  to  me.  I  hold  her  to  no- 
thing. If  she  finds  in  my  absence  that 
she  likes  this  young  man  better — "  An 
expression  of  Mrs.  Bo  wen's  face  stopped 
him.  He  perceived  that  he  had  said  some- 
thing very  shocking  to  her;  he  perceived 
that  the  thing  w^as  shocking  in  itself;  but 
it  was  not  that  which  he  cared  for.  "I 
don't  mean  that  I  won't  hold  myself  true 
to  her  as  long  as  she  will.  I  recognize, 
my  responsibility  fulh'.  I  know  that  I 
am  answerable  for  all  this,  and  that  no 
one  else  is;  and  I  am  ready  to  bear  any 
penalt}'^.  But  what  I  can't  bear  is  that 
you  should  misunderstand  me,  that  you 
should —  I  have  been  so  wretched  ever 
since  you  first  began  to  blame  me  for  my 
part  in  this,  and  so  happy  this  past  fort- 
night, that  I  can't — I  icont — go  back  to 
that  state  of  things.  No;  you  have  no 
right  to  relent  toward  me,  and  then  fling 
me  otf  as  you  have  tried  to  do  to-night! 
I  have  some  feeling  too — some  rights. 
You  shall  receive  me  as  a  friend,  or  not  at 
all !     How  can  I  live  if  you — " 

She  had  been  making  little  efforts  as  if 
to  rise;  now  she  forced  herself  to  her  feet, 
and  ran  from  the  room. 

The  young  people  looked  up  from  their 
music;  some  wave  of  the  sensation  had 
spread  to  them,  but  seeing  Colville  remain 
seated,  they  went  on  with  their  playing* 
till  he  rose.  Then  Imogene  called  out, 
"  Isn't  Mrs.  Bowen  coming  back  V 

"I  don't  know;  I  think  not,"  answered 
Colville,  stupidly,  standing  where  he  had. 
risen. 

She  hastened  questioningly  tpward  him. 
"What  is  the  matter  ?     Isn't  she  well  ?" 

Mr.  Morton's  face  expressed  a  polite 
share  in  her  anxiety. 

"  Oh  yes;  quite,  I  believe,"  Colville  re- 
plied. 

"She  heard  Eflfie  call,  I  suppose."  sug- 
gested the  girl. 

"Yes,  yes;  I  think  so;  that  is — yes.  I 
must  be  going.    Good-night." 

He  took  her  hand  and  went  away,  leav- 
ing the  clergyman  still  there;  but  he  lin- 
gered only  for  a  report  from  Mre.  Bowen, 
which  Imogene  hurried  to  get.  She  sent 
word  that  she  would  join  them  present- 
ly. But  Mr.  Morton  said  that  it  was  late 
already,  and  he  would  beg  Miss  Graham 
to  say  good-night  for  him.  When  Mrs. 
Bowen  returned,  Imogene  was  alone. 
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She  did  not  seem  surprised  or  concerned 
at  that.  "Imogene,  I  have  been  talking- 
to  Mr.  Colville  about  you  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ton." 

The  girl  started  and  turned  pale. 

"It  is  almost  time  to  hear  from  your 
mother,  and  she  may  consent  to  your 
engagement.  Then  you  must  be  prepared 
to  act." 

"Act?" 

"To  make  it  known.  Matters  can't 
go  on  as  they  have  been  going.  I  told 
Mr.  Colville  that  Mr.  Morton  ought  to 
know  a.t  once." 

"Why  ought  he  to  know  ?"  asked  Imo- 
gene,  doubtless  with  that  impulse  to  tem- 
porize which  is  natural  to  the  human  soul 
in  questions  of  right  and  interest.  She 
sank  into  the  chair  beside  which  she  had 
been  standing. 

"  If  your  mother  consents,  you  will  feel 
bound  to  Mr.  Colville  ?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  girl. 

"And  if  she  refuses  ?" 

"He  has  my  word.  I  will  keep  my 
word  to  him,"  replied  Imogene,  huskily. 
"  Nothing  shall  make  me  break  it." 

"Very  well,  then!"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Bowen.  "We  need  not  wait  for  your 
mother's  answer.  Mr.  Morton  ought  to 
know,  and  he  ought  to  know  at  once. 
Don't  try  to  blind  yourself,  Imogene,  to 
what  you  see  as  plainly  as  I  do.  He  is  in 
love  with  you." 

"Oh,"  moaned  the  girl. 

' '  Yes ;  you  can't  deny  it.  And  it's  cru- 
el, it's  treacherous,  to  let  him  go  on  think- 
ing that  you  are  free." 

"I  will  never  see  him  again." 

"Ah!  that  isn't  enough.  He  has  a 
claim  to  know  why.  I  will  not  let  him 
be  treated  so." 

They  were  both  silent.  Then,  "What 
did  Mr.  Colville  say?"  asked  Imogene. 

"He?  I  don't  know  that  he  said  any- 
thing.    He — "     Mrs.  Bowen  stopped. 

Imogene  rose  from  her  chair. 

' '  I  will  not  let  him  tell  Mr.  Morton.  It 
would  be  too  indelicate." 

"  And  shall  you  let  it  go  on  so  ?" 

"No.      I  will  tell  him  myself." 

"How  will  you  tell  him ?" 

"I  will  tell  him  if  he  speaks  to  me." 

"  You  will  let  it  come  to  that  ?" 

"  There  is  no  other  way.  I  shall  suffer 
more  than  he." 

"But  you  will  deserve  to  suffer,  and 
your  suffering  will  not  help  him." 

Imogene  trembled  into  her  chair  again. 


"I  see,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  bitterly, 
"how  it  will  be  at  last.  It  will  be  as  it 
has  been  from  the  first."  She  began  to 
walk  up  and  down  the  room,  mechanically 
putting  the  chairs  in  place,  and  removing 
the  disorder  in  which  the  occupancy  of 
several  people  leaves  a  room  at  the  end  of 
an  evening.  She  closed  the  piano,  which 
Imogene  had  forgot  to  shut,  with  a  clash 
that  jarred  the  strings  from  their  silence. 
"  But  I  will  do  it,  and  I  wonder — " 

"You  will  speak  to  him?"  faltered  the 
girl. 

"Yes!"  returned  Mrs.  Bowen,  vehe- 
mently, and  arresting  herself  in  her  rapid 
movements.  "It  won't  do  for  you  to  tell 
him,  and  you  won't  let  Mr.  Colville." 

"No,  I  can't,"  said  Imogene,  slowly 
shaking  her  head.  "But  I  will  discour- 
age him;  I  will  not  see  him  any  more." 
Mrs.  Bowen  silently  confronted  her.  "I 
will  not  see  any  one  now  till  I  have  heard 
from  home." 

"And  how  will  that  help?  He  must 
have  some  explanation,  and  I  will  have 
to  make  it.     What  shall  it  be  ?" 

Imogene  did  not  answer.  She  said :  "  I 
will  not  have  any  one  know  what  is  be- 
tween me  and  Mr.  Colville  till  I  have 
heard  from  home.  If  they  try  to  refuse, 
then  it  will  be  for  him  to  take  me  against 
their  will.  But  if  he  doesn't  choose  to  do 
that,  then  he  shall  be  free,  and  I  won't 
have  him  humiliated  a  second  time  before 
the  world.  This  time  he  shall  be  the  one 
to  reject.  And  I  don't  care  who  suffers. 
The  more  I  prize  the  person,  the  gladder  I 
shall  be ;  and  if  I  could  suffer  before  ev- 
erybody, I  would.  If  people  ever  find  it 
out,  I  will  tell  them  that  it  was  he  who 
broke  it  off."  She  rose  again  from  her 
chair,  and  stood  flushed  and  thrilling  w^ith 
the  notion  of  her  self-sacrifice.  Out  of 
the  tortuous  complexity  of  the  situation 
she  had  evolved  this  brief  triumph,  in 
which  she  rejoiced  as  if  it  were  enduring 
success.  But  she  suddenly  fell  from  it- in 
the  dust.  "Oh,  what  can  I  do  for  him  ? 
How  can  I  make  him  feel  more  and  more 
that  I  would  give  up  anything,  every- 
thing, for  him !  It's  because  he  asks  no- 
thing and  wants  nothing  that  it's  so  hard ! 
If  I  could  see  that  he  was  unhappy,  as  I 
did  once!  If  I  could  see  that  he  was  at 
all  different  since— since —  Oh,  what  I 
dread  is  this  smooth  tranquillity !  If  our 
lives  could  only  be  stormy  and  full  of 
cares  and  anxieties  and  troubles  that  I 
could  take  on  myself,  then,  then  I  shouldn't 
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be  afraid  of  the  future!  But  I'm  afraid 
tliey  won't  be  so — no,  I'm  afraid  that  they 
will  be  easy  and  quiet,  and  then  what 
shall  I  do  ?  Oh,  Mrs.  Bowen,  do  you  think 
he  cares  for  me  ?" 

Mrs.  Bowen  turned  wliite;  she  did  not 
spealc. 

Tlie  girl  wrun^^  her  liands.  "Some- 
times it  seems  as  if  he  didn't — as  if  I  had 
forced  myself  on  him  through  a  mistake, 
and  he  had  taken  me  to  save  me  from  the 
shame  of  knowing  that  I  had  made  a  mis- 
take. Do  you  think  that  is  true  ?  If  you 
can  only  tell  me  that  it  isn't —  Or,  no! 
If  it  is  true,  tell  me  that!  Tliat  would  be 
real  mercy." 

The  other  trembled  as  if  ])hysically  beat- 
en upon  by  this  appeal.  But  slie  gather- 
ed herself  together  rigidly.  "How  can  I 
answer  you  sucli  a  thing  as  that  ?  I  mustn't 
listen  to  you;  you  mustn't  ask  me."  She 
turned  and  left  the  girl  standing  still  in 
her  attitude  of  im])loring.  But  in  her 
own  room,  where  she  locked  herself  in, 
sobs  mingled  with  the  laugliter  which 
broke  crazily  from  her  lips  as  she  removed 
this  ribbon  and  that  jewel,  and  pulled  the 
bracelets  from  her  wrists.  A  man  would 
have  plunged  from  the  house  and  walked 
the  night  away;  a  woman  must  wear  it 
out  in  her  bed. 

XXI. 

In  the  morning  Mrs.  Bowen  received  a 
note  from  her  banker  covering  a  dispatch 
by  cable  from  America.  It  was  from  Im- 
ogene's  mother;  it  acknowledged  the  let- 
ters they  had  written,  and  announced  that 
she  sailed  that  day  for  Liverpool.  It  was 
dated  at  New  York,  and  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferred that  after  perhaps  writing  in  an- 
swer to  their  letters,  she  had  suddenly 
made  up  her  mind  to  come  out. 

"Yes,  that  is  it,"  said  Imogene,  to  whom 
Mrs.  Bowen  hastened  with  the  dispatch. 
"Wliy  should  she  have  telegraphed  to 
you  f  she  asked,  coldly,  but  with  a  latent 
fire  of  resentment  in  her  tone. 

"You  must  ask  her  when  she  comes," 
returned  Mrs.  Bowen,  with  all  her  gentle- 
ness.     "It  won't  be  long  now." 

They  looked  as  if  they  had  neither  of 
them  slept;  but  the  girl's  vigil  seemed 
to  have  made  her  wild  and  fierce,  like 
some  bird  that  has  beat  itself  all  night 
against  its  cage,  and  still  from  time  to 
time  feebly  strikes  the  bars  with  its  wings. 
Mrs.  Bowen  was  simply  worn  to  apathy. 

"What  shall  you  do  about  this?"  she 
asked. 


"Do  about  it?  Oh,  I  will  think.  I 
will  try  not  to  trouble  you." 

"Imogene!" 

"  I  shall  have  to  tell  Mr.  Colville.  But 
I  don't  kno\y  that  I  shall  tell  him  at  once. 
Give  me  the  dispatch,  please."  She  pos- 
sessed herself  of  it  greedily,  offensively. 
"  I  sliall  ask  you  not  to  speak  of  it." 

"I  will  do  whatever  you  wish." 

"Thank  you." 

Mrs.  Bowen  left  the  room,  but  she  turn- 
ed immediately  to  re-open  the  door  she 
had  closed  behind  her. 

"We  were  to  have  gone  to  Fiesole  to- 
morrow," she  said,  inquiringly. 

"We  can  still  go  if  the  day  is  line," 
retui'iied  the  girl.  "Nothing  isclianged. 
I  wish  \Qvy  much  to  go.  Couldn't  we  go 
to-day  ?"  slie  added,  with  eager  defiance. 

"It's  too  late  to-day,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen, 
quietly.  "  I  will  write  to  remind  the  gen- 
tlemen." 

''Thaidv  you.  I  wish  we  could  have 
gone  to-day." 

"You  can  have  the  carriage  if  j'ou  wish 
to  drive  anywhere,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen. 

"  I  will  take  Efiie  to  see  Mrs.  Amsden." 
But  Imogene  changed  her  mind,  and  went 
to  call  upon  two  Misses  Guicciardi,  the  re- 
sult of  an  international  marriage,  whom 
Mrs.  Bowen  did  not  like  very  well.  Imo- 
gene drove  with  them  to  the  Cascine, 
where  they  bowed  to  a  numerous  military 
acquaintance,  and  i\\Qj  asked  her  if  Mrs. 
Bowen  would  let  her  join  them  in  a  the- 
atre party  that  evening:  they  were  New- 
Yorkers  by  birth,  and  it  was  to  be  a  the- 
atre party  in  the  New  York  style;  they 
were  to  be  chaperoned  by  a  young  mar- 
ried lady ;  two  young  men  cousins  of  theirs, 
just  out  from  America,  had  take^i  the  box. 

When  Imogene  returned  home  she  told 
Mrs.  Bowen  that  she  had  accepted  tins  in- 
vitation. Mrs.  Bowen  said  nothing,  but 
when  one  of  the  young  men  came  up  to 
hand  Imogene  down  to  the  carriage,  which 
was  waiting  with  the  others  at  the  gate, 
she  could  not  have  shown  a  greater  toler- 
ation of  his  second-rate  New-Yorkiness  if 
she  had  been  a  Boston  dowager  offering 
him  the  scrupulous  hospitalities  of  her 
city. 

Imogene  came  in  at  midnight;  she 
hummed  an  air  of  the  opera  as  she  took 
ott'  her  wraps  and  ornaments  in  her  room, 
and  this  in  the  quiet  of  the  hour  had  a 
terrible,  almost  profane  efi'ect:  it  was  as 
if  some  other  kind  of  girl  had  whistled. 
She    showed    the   same    nonchalance    at 
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breakfast,  where  she  was  prompt,  and  an- 
swered Mrs.  Bowen's  inquiries  about  her 
pleasure  the  nig:ht  before  with  a  liveli- 
ness that  ignored  the  polite  resolution 
that  prompted  them. 

Mr.  Morton  was  the  first  to  arrive,  and 
if  his  discouragement  began  at  once,  the 
first  steps  masked  themselves  in  a  reck- 
less welcome,  which  seemed  to  fill  him 
with  joy,  and  Mrs.  Bowen  with  silent  per- 
plexity. The  girl  ran  on  about  her  even- 
ing at  the  opera,  and  about  the  weather, 
and  the  excursion  they  were  going  to 
make;  and  after  an  apparently  needless 
ado  over  the  bouquet  which  he  brought 
her,  together  with  one  for  Mrs.  Bowen, 
she  put  it  in  her  belt,  and  made  Colville 
notice  it  when  he  came :  he  had  not  thought 
to  bring  flowers. 

He  turned  from  her  hilarity  with  anx- 
ious question  to  Mrs.  Bowen,  who  did  not 
meet  his  eye,  and  who  snubbed  EffLe  when 
the  child  found  occasion  to  whisper:  "J 
think  Imogene  is  acting  very  strangely, for 
her;  don't  you,  mamma?  It  seems  as  if 
going  with  those  Guicciardi  girls  just  once 
had  spoiled  her." 

"Don't  make  remarks  about  people, 
Effie,"  said  her  mother,  sharply.  "It 
isn't  nice  in  little  girls,  and  I  don't  want 
you  to  do  it.     You  talk  too  much  lately." 

Effie  turned  grieving  away  from  this 
rejection,  and  her  face  did  not  light  up 
even  at  the  whimsical  sympathy  in  Col- 
ville's  face,  who  saw  that  she  had  met 
a  check  of  some  sort ;  he  had  to  take  her 
on  his  knee  and  coax  and  kiss  her  before 
her  wounded  feelings  were  visibly  healed. 
He  put  her  down  with  a  sighing  wish  that 
some  one  could  take  him  up  and  soothe 
his  troubled  sensibilities  too,  and  kept  her 
hand  in  his  while  he  sat  waiting  for  the 
last  of  those  last  moments  in  which  the 
hurrying  delays  of  ladies  preparing  for 
an  excursion  seem  never  to  end. 

When  they  were  ready  to  get  into  the 
carriage,  the  usual  contest  of  self-sacrifice 
arose,  which  Imogene  terminated  by 
mounting  to  the  front  seat;  Mr.  Morton 
hastened  to  take  the  seat  beside  her,  and 
Colville  was  left  to  sit  with  Effie  and  her 
mother.  "You  old  people  will  be  safer 
back  there,"  said  Imogene.  It  was  a 
little  joke  which  she  addressed  to  the 
child,  but  a  gleam  from  her  eye  as  she 
turned  to  speak  to  the  young  man  at  her 
side  visited  Colville  in  desperate  defiance. 
He  wondered  what  she  was  about  in  that 
allusion  to  an  idea  which  she  had  shrunk 


from  so  sensitively  hitherto.  But  he 
found  himself  in  a  situation  which  he 
could  not  penetrate  at  any  point.  When 
he  spoke  with  Mrs.  Bowen  it  was  with  a 
dark  under-current  of  conjecture  as  to  how 
and  when  she  expected  him  to  tell  Mr. 
Morton  of  his  relation  to  Imogene,  or 
whether  she  still  expected  him  to  do  it; 
when  his  eyes  fell  upon  the  face  of  the 
young  man,  he  despaired  as  to  the  terms 
in  which  he  should  put  the  fact:  any  form 
in  which  he  tacitly  dramatized  it  remain- 
ed very  embarrassing,  for  he  felt  bound 
to  say  that  while  he  held  himself  prom- 
ised in  the  matter,  he  did  not  allow  her  to 
feel  herself  so. 

A  sky  of  American  blueness  and  vast- 
ness,  a  mellow  sun,  and  a  delicate  breeze 
did  all  that  these  things  could  for  them, 
as  they  began  the  long,  devious  climb  of 
the  hills  crowned  by  the  ancient  Etrus- 
can city.  At  first  they  were  all  in  the 
constraint  of  their  own  and  one  another's 
moods,  known  or  imagined,  and  no  talk 
began  till  the  young  clergyman  turned  to 
Imogene  and  asked,  after  a  long  look  at 
the  smiling  landscape,  "What  sort  of 
weather  do  you  suppose  they  are  having 
at  Buffalo  to-day  ?" 

"At  Buffalo?"  she  repeated,  as  if  the 
place  had  only  a  dim  existence  in  her  re- 
motest consciousness.  ' '  Oh !  the  ice  isn't 
near  out  of  the  lake  yet.  You  can't  count 
on  it  before  the  first  of  May." 

"And  the  first  of  May  comes  sooner  or 
later,  according  to  the  season,"  said  Col- 
ville. "I  remember  coming  on  once  in 
the  middle  of  the  month,  and  the  river 
was  so  full  of  ice  between  Niagara  Falls 
and  Buffalo  that  I  had  to  shut  the  car 
window  that  I'd  kept  open  all  the  way 
through  southern  Canada.  But  we  have 
very  little  of  that  local  weather  at  home; 
our  weather  is  as  democratic  and  conti- 
nental as  our  political  constitution.  Here 
it's  March  or  May  any  time  from  Septem- 
ber till  June,  according  as  there's  snow  on 
the  mountains  or  not." 

The  young  man  smiled.  "But  don't 
you  like,"  he  asked,  with  deference,  "this 
slow,  orderly  advance  of  the  Italian  spring, 
where  the  flowers  seem  to  come  out  one 
by  one,  and  every  blossom  has  its  appoint- 
ed time  ?" 

"  Oh  yes ;  it's  very  well  in  its  way ;  but 
I  prefer  the  rush  of  the  American  spring : 
no  thought  of  mild  weather  this  morn- 
ing; a  warm,  gusty  rain  to-morrow  night; 
day  after  to-morrow  a  burst  of  blossoms 
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and  flowers  and  voung  leaves  and  birds. 
I  don't  know  whether  we  were  made  for 
our  climate  or  our  climate  was  made  for 
us.  but  its  impatience  and  lavishness  seem 
to  answer  some  inner  demand  of  our  go- 
ahead  souls.  This  happens  to  be  the  week 
of  the  peach  blossoms  here,  and  tou  see 
their  pink  everywhere  to-day,  and  you 
don't  see  anything  else  in  the  blossom 
line.  But  imagine  the  American  spring 
abandoning  a  whole  week  of  her  precious 
time  to  the  exclusive  use  of  peach  blos- 
soms! She  wouldn't  do  it:  she's  got  too 
many  other  things  on  hand." 

Effie  had  stretched  out  over  Colville's 
lap.  and  with  her  elbow  sunk  deep  in  his 
knee,  was  resting  her  chin  in  her  hand 
and  taking  the  facts  of  the  landscape 
thoroughly  in.  "Do  they  have  just  a 
week  r"  she  asked. 

**Not  an  hour  more  or  less,"  said  Col- 
ville.  "If  they  found  an  almond  blos- 
som hanging  round  anywhere  after  their 
time  came,  they  would  make  an  awful 
row;  and  if  any  lazy  little  peach-blow 
hadn't  got  out  by  the  time  their  week  was 
up.  it  would  have  to  stay  in  till  next  year: 
the  pear  blossoms  wouldn't  let  it  come 
out." 

'•  Wouldn't  they  ?"  murmui*ed  the  child, 
in  dreamy  sympathy  with  this  belated 
peach -blow. 

"Well,  that's  what  people  say.  In 
America  it  would  be  allowed  to  come  out 
any  tiuie.     It's  a  free  country." 

Mrs.  Bowen  ofFei*ed  to  draw  EflBe  back 
to  a  posture  of  more  decorum,  but  Colville 
put  his  arm  round  the  little  girl.  "Oh, 
let  her  stay!  It  doesn't  incommode  me, 
and  she  must  be  getting  such  a  novel  ef- 
fect of  the  landscape." 

The  mother  fell  back  into  her  former 
attitude  of  jaded  passivity.  He  wonder- 
ed whether  she  had  changed  her  mind 
about  having  him  speak  to  Mr.  Morton: 
her  quiescence  might  well  have  been  in- 
difference ;  one  could  have  said,  knowing 
the  whole  situation,  that  she  had  made  up 
her  mind  to  let  things  take  their  course, 
and  struggle  with  th,em  no  longer. 

He  could  not  believe  that  she  felt  con- 
tent with  him:  she  must  feel  far  other- 
wise :  and  he  took  refuge,  as  he  had  the 
power  of  doing,  from  the  discomfort  of  his 
own  thoughts  in  jesting  with  the  child, 
and  mocking  her  with  this  extravagance 
and  that:  the  discomfort  then  became 
merely  a  dull  ache  that  insisted  upon  it- 
self at  intervals,  like  a  grumbling  tooth. 


The  prospect  was  full  of  that  mingled 
wildness  and  subordination  that  gives 
its  supreme  charm  to  the  Italian  land- 
scape: and  without  elements  of  great  va- 
riety, it  combined  them  in  infinite  pictur- 
esqueness.  There  were  olive  orchards 
and  vineyards,  and  again  vineyards  and 
olive  orchards.  Closer  to  the  farm-houses 
and  cottages  there  were  peaches  and  oth- 
er fruit  trees  and  kitchen-gardens:  broad 
ribbons  of  grain  waved  between  the 
ranks  of  trees;  around  the  white  villas 
the  spires  of  the  cypresses  pierced  the  blue 
air.  Now  and  then  they  came  to  a  villa 
with  weather  -  beaten  statues  strutting 
about  its  parterres.  A  mild,  pleasant  heat 
brooded  uix)n  the  fields  and  roofs,  and  the 
city,  dropping  lower  and  lower  as  they 
mounted,  softened  and  blended  its  towers 
and  monuments  in  a  sombre  mass  shot 
with  gleams  of  white. 

Colville  spoke  to  Imogene.  who  with- 
drew her  eyes  from  it  with  a  sigh,  after 
long  brooding  upon  the  scene.  "You 
can  do  nothing  with  it,  I  see.  ' 

"With  what  ?'' 

"The  landscape.  It's  too  full  of  ev- 
ery possible  interest.  What  a  history 
is  written  all  over  it.  public  and  private  I 
If  you  don't  take  it  simply,  like  any  other 
landscai>e.  it  becomes  an  oppression.  It's 
well  that  tourists  come  to  Italy  so  igno- 
rant, and  keep  so.  Otherwise  they  couldn't 
live  to  get  home  again:  the  past  would 
crush  them.'' 

Imogene  scrutinized  him  as  if  to  extract 
some  personal  meaning  from  his  words, 
and  then  turned  her  head  away.  The 
clergyman  addressed  him  with  what  was 
like  a  respectful  toleration  of  the  droller- 
ies of  a  gifted  but  eccentric  man,  the  flavor 
of  whose  talk  he  was  beginning  to  taste. 

"You  don't  really  mean  that  one 
shouldn't  come  to  Italy  as  well  informed 
as  possible  ?'' 

''Well.  I  did,"  said  ColviUe  ;  "  but  I 
don't.'- 

The  young  man  pondered  this,  and  Im- 
ogene started  up  with  an  air  of  rescuing 
them  from  each  other — as  if  she  would  not 
let  Mr.  Morton  think  Colville  trivial,  or 
Colville  consider  the  clergyman  stupid, 
but  would  do  what  she  could  to  take  their 
minds  off  the  whole  question.  Perhaps 
she  was  not  very  clear  as  to  how  this  was 
to  be  done :  at  any  rate  she  did  not  speak, 
and  Mi's.  Bowen  came  to  her  support,  from 
whatever  motive  of  her  own.  It  might 
have  been  fix)m  a  sense  of  the  injustice  of 
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letting-  Mr.  Morton  suffer  from  the  com- 
plications that  involved  herself  and  the 
others.  The  affair  had  been  going  very 
hitchily  ever  since  they  started,  with  the 
burden  of  the  conversation  left  to  the  two 
men  and  that  helpless  g-irl ;  if  it  were  not 
to  be  altogether  a  failure,  she  must  inter- 
fere. 

"Did  you  ever  hear  of  Gratiano  when 
you  w^ere  in  Venice  ?"  she  asked  Mr.  Mor- 
ton. 

"Is  he  one  of  their  new  water-color- 
ists?"  returned  the  young-  man.  ' '  I  heard 
they 'had  quite  a  school  there  now." 

"No,"  said  Mre.  Bowen,  ignoring-  her 
failure  as  well  as  she  could;  "he  w^as  a 
famous  talker;  he  loved  to  speak  an  infi- 
nite deal  of  nothing-  more  than  any  man 
in  Venice." 

"An  ancestor  of  mine,  Mr.  Morton," 
said  Colville;  "a  poor,  honest  man,  who 
did  his  best  to  make  people  forget  that 
the  ladies  were  silent.  Thank  you,  Mrs. 
Bowen,  for  mentioning  him.  I  wish  he 
were  with  us  to-day." 

The  young  man  laughed.  "Oh,  in  the 
Merchant  of  Venice  /" 


"No  other,"  said  Colville. 


"I  confess,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  "that  I 
am  rather  stupid  this  morning.  I  sup- 
pose it's  the  softness  of  the  air;  it's  been 
harsh  and  irritating  so  long.  It  makes 
me  drowsy." 

"Don't  mind  i^s,"  returned  Colville. 
"We  will  call  you  at  important  points." 
They  were  driving  into  a  village  at  which 
peoj)le  stop  sometimes  to  admire  the  works 
of  art  in.  its  church.  "Here,  for  exam- 
ple, is —  What  place  is  this  ?"  he  asked  of 
the  coachman. 

"San  Domenico." 

' '  I  should  know  it  again  by  its  beggars. " 
Of  all  ages  and  sexes  they  swarmed  round 
the  carriage,  which  the  driver  had  instinct- 
ively slowed  to  oblige  them,  and  thrust 
forward  their  hands  and  hats.  Colville 
gave  Effie  his  small  change  to  distribute 
among  them,  at  sight  of  w^hich  they  stream- 
ed down  the  street  from  every  direction. 
Those  who  had  received  brought  forward 
the  halt  and  blind,  and  did  not  scruple  to 
propose  being  rewarded  for  this  service. 
At  the  same  time  they  did  not  mind  his 
laughing  in  their  faces ;  they  laughed  too, 
and  went  off  content,  or  as  nearly  so  as 
beggars  ever  are.  He  buttoned  up  his 
pocket  as  they  drove  on  more  rapidly. 
' '  I  am  the  only  person  of  no  x^rinciple — ex- 
cept Efiie — in  the  carriage,  and  yet  I  am  at 


this  moment  carrying  more  blessings  out 
of  tliis  village  than  I  shall  ever  know  what 
to  do  with.  Mrs.  Bowen,  I  know,  is  re- 
garding me  with  severe  disapproval.  She 
thinks  that  I  ought  to  have  sent  the  beg- 
gars of  San  Domenico  to  Florence,  where 
they  would  all  be  shut  up  in  the  Pia  Casa 
di  Ricovero,  and  taught  some  useful  occu- 
pation. It's  terrible  in  Florence.  You 
can  walk  through  Florence  now  and  have 
no  appeal  made  to  your  better  nature  that 
is  not  made  at  the  appellant's  risk  of  im- 
prisonment. When  I  was  there  before, 
you  had  opportunities  of  giving  at  every 
turn." 

' '  You  can  send  a  check  to  the  Pia  Casa, " 
said  Mrs.  Bowen. 

' '  Ah,  but  what  good  would  that  do  me  ? 
When  I  give  I  want  the  pleasure  of  it ;  I 
want  to  see  my  beneficiary  cringe  under 
my  bounty.  But  I've  tried  in  vain  to  con- 
vince you  that  the  world  has  gone  wrong 
in  other  ways.  Do  you  remember  the  one- 
armed  man  whom  we  used  to  give  to  on 
the  Lung'  Arno?  That  persevering  suffer- 
er has  been  repeatedly  arrested  for  mendi- 
cancy, and  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  out  of  his 
hard  earnings  to  escape  being  sent  to  your 
Pia  Casa." 

Mrs.  Bowen  smiled,  and  said,  Was  he 
living  yet  ?  in  a  pensive  tone  of  reminis- 
cence. She  was  even  more  than  patient 
of  Colville's  nonsense.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  light  under  her  eyelids  was  some- 
times a  grateful  light.  Confronting  Imo- 
gen e  and  the  young  man  whose  hopes  of 
her  he  was  to  destroy  at  the  first  opportu- 
nity, the  lurid  moral  atmosphere  which 
he  breathed  seemed  threatening  to  become 
a  thing  ax)parent  to  sense,  and  to  be  about 
to  blot  the  landscape.  He  fought  it  back 
as  best  he  could,  and  kept  the  hovering 
cloud  from  touching  the  earth  by  incessant 
effort.  At  times  he  looked  over  the  side 
of  the  carriage,  and  drew  secretly  a  long 
breath  of  fatigue.  It  began  to  be  borne 
in  upon  him  that  these  ladies  were  using 
him  ill  in  leaving  him  the  burden  of  their 
entertainment.  He  became  angry, but  his 
heart  softened, and  he  forgave  them  again, 
for  he  conjectured  that  he  was  the  cause 
of  the  cares  that  kept  them  silent.  He  felt 
certain  that  the  affair  had  taken  some  new 
turn.  He  wondered  if  Mrs.  Bowen  had 
told  Imogen e  what  she  had  demanded  of 
him.  But  he  could  only  conjecture  and 
wonder  in  the  dreary  under-current  of 
thought  that  flowed  evenly  and  darkly 
on  with  the  talk  he  kept  going.     He  made 
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the  most  he  could  of  the  varying  views  of 
Florence  which  the  turns  and  mounting- 
levels  of  the  road  gave  him.  He  became 
affectionately  grateful  to  the  young  clerfry- 
man  when  he  replied  promptly  and  fully, 
and  took  an  interest  in  the  objects  or  sub- 
jects he  brought  up. 

Neitlier  Mrs.  Bowen  nor  Imogene  was 
altogether  silent.  The  one  helped  on  at 
times  wearily,  and  the  other  broke  at  times 
from  her  abstraction.  Doubtless  the  girl 
had  undertaken  too  much  in  insisting 
upon  a  party  of  pleasure  with  her  mind 
full  of  so  many  things,  and  doubtless 
Mrs.  Bowen  was  sore  with  a  rankling  re- 
sentment at  her  insistence,  and  vexed  at 
herself  for  having  yielded  to  it.  If  at  her 
time  of  life  and  with  all  her  experience 
of  it  she  could  not  rise  under  this  inner 
load,  Imogene  must  have  been  crushed 
by  it. 

"  Her  starts  from  the  dreamy  oppression, 
if  that  were  what  kept  her  silent,  took  the 
form  of  aggression,  when  slie  disagreed 
with  Colvilie  about  things  he  was  saying, 
or  attacked  him  for  this  or  that  thing 
which  he  had  said  in  times  past.  It  was 
an  unhappy  and  unamiable  self-assertion, 
which  he  was  not  able  to  compassionate 
so  much  when  she  resisted  or  defied  Mrs. 
Bowen,  as  she  seemed  seeking  to  do  at  ev- 
ery point.  Perhaps  another  would  not 
have  felt  it  so;  it  must  have  been  largely 
in  his  consciousness;  the  young  clergy- 
man seemed  not  to  see  anything  in  these 
bursts  but  the  indulgence  of  a  gay  ca- 
price, though  his  laughing  at  them  did 
not  alleviate  the  effect  to  Colvilie,  who, 
when  he  turned  to  Mrs.  Bowen  for  her 
alliance,  was  astonished  with  a  prompt 
snub,  unmistakable  to  himself,  however 
imperceptible  to  others. 

He  found  what  diversion  and  comfort 
he  could  in  the  party  of  children  who  be- 
set them  at  a  point  near  the  town,  and  fol- 
lowed the  carriage,  trying  to  sell  them 
various  light  and  useless  trifles  made  of 
straw— fans,  baskets,  parasols,  and  the  like. 
He  bought  recklessly  of  them  and  gave 
them  to  Effie,  whom  he  assured,  without 
the  applause  of  the  ladies,  and  with  the 
grave  question  of  the  young  clergyman, 
that  the  venders  were  little  Etruscan  girls, 
all  at  least  twenty-five  hundred  years  old. 
"  It's  very  hard  to  find  any  Etruscans  un- 
der that  age ;  most  of  the  grown-up  people 
are  three  thousand.'' 

The  child   humored   his  extravagance 
with  the  faith  in  fable  which  children  are 


able  to  command,  and  said,  "  Oh,  tell  me 
about  them !"  while  she  pushed  up  closer 
to  him,  and  began  to  admire  her  presents, 
holding  them  up  before  her,  and  dwelling" 
fondly  upon  them  one  by  one. 

"Oh,  there's  very  little  to  tell,"'  an- 
swered Colvilie.  "They're  mighty  close 
people,  and  always  keep  themselves  very 
much  to  themselves.  But  wouldn't  you 
like  to  see  a  party  of  Etru.scans  of  all  ages, 
even  down  to  little  babies  only  eleven  or 
twelve  hundred  years  old,  come  driving 
into  an  American  town  <  It  would  make 
a  great  excitement,  wouldn't  it  ?'' 
"It  would  be  splendid.'' 
"Yes;  we  would  give  them  a  collation 
in  the  basement  of  the  City  Hall,  and 
drive  them  out  to  the  cemetery.  The 
Americans  and  Etruscans  are  very  much 
alike  in  that — they  always  show  you  their 
tombs." 

"Will  they  in  Fiesole  ?'" 
'*  How  you  alwa^'s  like  to  burrow  into 
the  past  I''  interrupted  Imogene. 

"Well,  it's  rather  difficult  burrowing 
into  the  future,"  returned  Colvilie,  defen- 
sively. Accepting  the  challenge,  he  add- 
ed: "Yes,  I  should  really  like  to  meet  a 
few  Etruscans  in  Fiesole  this  morning.  I 
should  feel  as  if  I'd  got  amongst  my  con- 
temporaries at  last;  they  would  under- 
stand me."' 

The  girl's  face  flushed.  "Then  no  one 
else  can  understand  you  ?'' 

"Apparently  not.  I  am  the  great 
American  hicomj^ris.'' 

"  I'm  sorry  for  you,*'  she  returned,  fee- 
bly; and,  in  fact,  sarcasm  was  not  her 
strong  iDoint. 

When  they  entered  the  town  they 
found  the  Etruscans  preoccupied  with  oth- 
er visitors,  whom  at  various  points  in  the 
quaint  little  piazza  they  surrounded  in 
dense  groups,  to  their  own  disadvantage 
as  guides  and  beggars  and  dealers  in  straw 
goods.  One  of  the  groups  reluctantly  dis- 
persed to  devote  itself  to  the  new  arrivals, 
and  these  then  perceived  that  it  was  a  par- 
ty of  artists,  scattered  about  and  sketch- 
ing, which  had  absorbed  the  attention  of 
the  population.  Colvilie  went  to  the  res- 
taurant to  order  lunch,  leaving  the  ladies 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Morton.  When  he 
came  back  he  found  the  carriage  surround- 
ed by  the  artists,  who  had  turned  out  to 
be  the  Inglehart  boys.  They  had  walked 
up  to  Fiesole  the  afternoon  before,  and 
they  had  been  sketching  there  all  the 
morning.      With  the  artist's  indifference 
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to  the  conventional  objects  of  interest, 
they  were  still  ignorant  of  what  ought  to 
be  seen  in  Fiesole  by  tourists,  and  they  ac- 
cepted Colville's  proposition  to  be  of  his 
party  in  going  the  rounds  of  the  Cathe- 
dral, the  Museum,  and  the  view  from  that 
point  of  the  wall  called  the  Belvedere. 
They  found  that  they  had  been  at  the  Bel- 
vedere before  without  knowing  that  it 
merited  ]xu'ticiilav  recognition,  and  some 
of  them  luid  made  sketches  from  it — of 
bits  of  architecture  and  landscape,  and  of 
figure  amongst  the  women  with  straw 
fans  and  baskets  to  sell.  avIio  thronged 
round  the  whole  party  again,  and  inter- 
rupted the  prospect.  In  the  churcli  they 
ditfered  amongst  themselves  as  to  the  best 
bits  for  study,  and  Colville  listened  in 
w]iini>ieal  despair  to  the  entliusiasm  of 
their  likings  and  dislikiiigs.  All  that  was 
so  far  from  him  now :  but  in  the  Museum, 
which  had  only  a  thin  interest  based  upon 
a  small  collection  of  art  and  archaeology, 
he  suffered  a  real  affliction  m  the  presence 
of  a  young  Italian  couple,  who  were  prob- 
ably plighted  lovers.  Tliey  went  before 
a  gray -haired  pair,  who  might  have  been 
the  girl's  father  and  mother,  and  they 
looked  at  none  of  the  objects,  tlioitgli  tliey 
regularly  stopped  before  them  and  waited 
till  their  guide  liad  said  his  say  about 
them.  Tiie  girl,  clinging  tight  to  the 
young  man's  arm.  knew  nothing  but 
him  ;  her  mouth  and  eyes  were  set  in  a 
passionate  concentration  of  her  being 
upon  him.  and  he  seemed  to  walk  in  a 
dream  of  her.  From  time  to  time  they 
peered  upon  each  others'  faces,  and  then 
they  paused,  rapt,  and  indilferent  to  all 
besides. 

The  young  painters  had  their  jokes 
about  it;  even  Mr.  Morton  smiled,  and 
Mrs.  Bowen  recognized  it.  But  Imogene 
did  not  smile :  she  regarded  the  lovers 
with  an  interest  ni  them  scarcely  less  in- 
tense than  tlieir  interest  in  each  other; 
and  a  cold  perspiration  of  question  broke 
out  on  Colville's  forehead.  Was  that  her 
ideal  of  what  her  own  engagement  should 
be  ?  Had  she  expected  him  to  behave  in 
that  way  to  her,  and  to  accept  from  her  a 
devotion  like  that  girl's  ?  How  bitterly 
he  must  have  disappointed  her!  It  was 
so  impossible  to  him  that  the  thought  of 
it  made  him  feel  tliat  he  must  break  all 
ties  wliich  bound  him  to  anything  like  it. 
And  yet  he  reflected  that  tlie  time  was 
when  he  could  have  been  equal  to  that. 
and  even  more. 


After  lunch  the  painters  joined  them 
again,  and  they  all  went  together  to  visit 
the  ruins  of  the  Roman  theatre  and  the 
stretch  of  Etruscan  wall  beyond  it.  The 
former  seems  older  than  the  latter,  whose 
huge  blocks  of  stone  lie  as  firmly  and  even- 
ly in  their  courses  as  if  placed  there  a  year 
ago;  the  turf  creeps  to  the  edge  at  top, 
and  some  small  trees  nod  along  the  crest 
of  the  wall,  whose  ancient  face,  clean  and 
bare,  looks  sternly  out  over  a  vast  pros- 
pect, now  young  and  smiling  in  the  first 
delight  of  spring.  The  piety  or  interest 
of  the  community,  which  guards  the  en- 
trance to  the  theatre  by  a  fee  of  certain 
centesimi,  may  be  concerned  in  keeping 
tiie  wall  free  from  the  grass  and  vines 
Avhicli  are  stealing  the  half -excavated 
arena  back  to  forgetfulness  and  decay; 
bttt  whatever  agency  it  was,  it  weakened 
the  appeal  that  the  wall  made  to  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  spectators.  Tliey  could  do 
nothing  with  it;  the  artists  did  not  take 
their  sketch-blocks  from  their  pockets. 
But  in  the  theatre,  where  a  few  broken 
columns  marked  the  place  of  the  stage, 
and  the  stone  benches  of  the  auditorium 
were  here  and  there  reached  by  a  flight 
of  uncovered  steps,  the  human  interest  re- 
turned. 

•"I  suspect  that  there  is  sticli  a  thing 
as  a  ruin's  being  too  old,"  said  Colville. 
"  Our  Etruscan  friends  made  the  mistake 
of  building  their  wall  several  thousand 
years  too  soon  for  our  purpose.'' 

"Yes,"  consented  the  young  clergy- 
man. "It  seems  as  if  our  own  race  be- 
came alienated  from  us  through  the  mere 
eli'ect  of  time — don't  you  think,  sir  ?  I 
mean,  of  course,  terrestrially." 

The  artists  looked  luieasy,  as  if  they 
had  not  counted  upon  anything  of  this 
kind,  and  they  began  to  scatter  about  for 
points  of  A'iew.  Effie  got  her  mothers 
leave  to  run  up  and  down  one  of  the  stair- 
ways, if  she  would  not  fall.  Mrs.  Bowen 
sat  down  on  one  of  the  lower  steps,  and 
Mr.  Morton  took  his  place  respectfully 
near  her. 

••  I  wonder  how  it  looks  from  the  top  ?" 
Imogene  asked  this  of  Colville,  with  more 
meaning  than  seemed  to  belong  to  the 
question  properly. 

"There  is  nothing  like  going  to  see," 
he  suggested.  He  helped  her  up,  giving 
lier  his  hand  from  one  course  of  seats  to 
another.  AVhen  they  reached  the  point 
which  commanded  the  best  view  of  the 
whole,    she   sat   down,  and    he    sank   at 
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her  feet,  but  they  did  not  speak  of  the 
view. 

"Theodore.  I  want  to  tell  you  some- 
thing." she  said,  abruptly.  ""  I  have  heard 
from  home." 

*•  Yes  V  he  replied,  in  a  tone  in  which 
he  did  his  best  to  expi*ess  a  readiness  for 
any  fate. 

••Mother  has  telegraphed.  She  is  com- 
ing out.  She  is  on  her  way  now.  She 
will  be  here  very  soon." 

Colville  did  not  know  exactly  what  to 
say  to  these  passionately  consecutive  state- 
ments.     •'Well  r '  he  said  at  last. 

'  •  Well" — she  repeated  his  word — ' '  what 
do  you  intend  to  do  ?" 

••  Intend  to  do  in  what  event  V  he  ask- 
ed, lifting  his  eyes  for  the  first  lime  to 
the  eyes  which  he  felt  burning  down  upon 
him. 

••  If  she  should  refuse  ?" 

Again  he  could  not  command  an  in- 
stant answer,  but  when  it  came  it  was  a 
fair  one.  "It  isn't  for  me  to  say  what  I 
shall  do."  he  replied,  gravely.  **  Or.  if  it 
is.  I  can  only  say  that  I  will  do  whatever 
you  wish." 

"Do  you  wish  nothing  ?" 

"Nothing  but  your  happiness." 

'•Nothing  but  my  happiness  I"  she  re- 
torted. •  •  What  is  my  happiness  to  me  ? 
Have  I  ever  sought  it  r" 

••I  can't  say."  he  answered;  ''but  if  I 
did  not  think  you  would  find  it — " 

•'I  shall  find  it.  if  ever  I  find  it.  in 
yours.''  she  interrupted.  "And  what 
shall  you  do  if  my  mother  will  not  con- 
sent to  our  engagement  {" 

The  experienced  and  sophisticated  man 
— for  that  in  no  ill  way  was  what  Col- 
ville was — felt  himself  on  trial  for  his 
honor  and  his  manhood  by  this  simple 
girl,  this  child.  He  could  not  endure  to 
fall  short  of  her  ideal  of  him  at  that  mo- 
ment, no  matter  what  error  or  calamity 
the  fulfillment  involved.  •'If  you  feel 
sure  that  you  love  me.  Imogene,  it  'will 
make  no  difference  to  me  what  your  mo- 
ther says.  I  would  l^e  glad  of  her  con- 
sent :  I  should  hate  to  go  counter  to  her 
will ;  but  I  know  that  I  am  good  enough 
man  to  be  true  and  keep  you  all  my  life 
the  first  in  all  my  thoughts,  and  that's 
enough  for  me.  But  if  you  have  any 
feai*.  any  doubt  of  youi^selfj  now  is  the 
time — ■' 

Imogene  rose  to  her  feet  as  in  some  tur- 
moil of  thought  or  emotion  that  would 
not  suffer  her  to  remain  quiet. 


"Oh.  keep  still!"  '•Don't  get  up  yet!'' 
"Hold  on  a  minute,  please!"  came  from 
the  artists  in  different  parts  of  the  thea- 
tre, and  half  a  dozen  imploring  pencils 
wei-e  waved  in  the  air. 

"They  are  sketching  you."  said  Col- 
ville. and  she  sank  compliantly  into  her 
seat  again. 

••  I  have  no  doubt  for  myself — no."  she 
said,  as  if  there  had  been  no  interrup- 
tion. 

"Then  we  need  have  no  anxiety  in 
meeting  your  mother.''  said  Colville,  with 
a  light  sigh,  after  a  moment's  pause. 
••  Wlrat  makes  you  think  she  will  be  un- 
favorable ?" 

••I  don't  think  that:  but  I  thought— I 
didn't  know  but — '' 

••What  r 

'•  Nothing,  now.  "  Her  lips  were  quiv- 
ering; he  could  see  her  struggle  for  self- 
control,  but  he  could  not  see  it  unmoved. 

••  Poor  child  !''  he  said,  putting  out  his 
hand  toward  her. 

'•Don't  take  my  hand;  they're  all  look- 
ing." she  begged. 

He  forbore,  and  they  remained  silent 
and  motionless  a  little  while,  before  she 
had  recovered  herself  sufficiently  to  speak 
again. 

'•Then  we  are  promised  to  each  other, 
whatever  happens,"  she  said. 

'Yes." 

'  •  And  we  will  never  speak  of  this  again. 
But  thei*e  is  one  thing.  Did  Mrs.  Bo  wen 
ask  you  lo  tell  Mr.  Morton  of  our  engage- 
ment V' 

••  She  said  that  I  ought  to  do  so." 

"And  did  you  say  you  would  '?" 

"I  don't  know.  But  I  suppose  I  ought 
to  tell  him." 

••  I  don't  wish  you  to !"  cried  the  girl. 

••You  don't  wish  me  to  tell  him  i" 

'  •  No :  I  will  not  have  it !' 

"Oh,  very  well:  it's  much  easier  not. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  it's  only  fair  to 
him." 

••Did  you  think  of  that  yourself  ?'  she 
demanded,  fiercely. 

"No."  returned  Colville.  with  sad  self- 
recognition.  "I'm  afraid  I'm  not  apt  to 
think  of  the  comforts  and  rights  of  other 
people.  It  was  Mrs.  Bowen  who  thought 
of  it.'' 

•"I  knew  it!" 

•"But  I  must  confess  that  I  agreed  with 
her.  though  I  would  have  preferred  to 
postpone  it  till  we  heard  from  your  fami- 
Iv.  "     He  was  thoughtfully  silent  a  mo- 
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ment;  then  he  said,  ''But  if  their  decision 
is  to  have  no  weight  with  us,  I  think  he 
ought  to  be  told  at  once." 

"Do  you  think  that  I  am  flirting  with 
himf  "^ 

"Imogene!"  exclaimed  Colville,  re- 
proachfully. 

"That's  what  you  imply;  that's  what 
she  implies." 

"You're  very  unjust  to  Mrs.  Bowen, 
Imogene." 

"  Oh,  you  always  defend  her!  It  isn't 
the  first  time  you've  told  me  I  was  unjust 
to  her." 

"I  don't  mean  that  you  are  willing- 
ly unjust,  or  could  be  so,  to  any  living 
creature,  least  of  all  to  her.  But  I — we 
— owe  her  so  much ;  she  has  been  so  pa- 
tient." 

' '  What  do  we  owe  her  ?  How  has  she 
been  patient  ?" 

"  She  has  overcome  her  dislike  to  me." 

"Oh,  indeed!" 

"And — and  I  feel  under  obligation  to 
her  for — in  a  thousand  little  ways;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  feel  that  we  were  acting 
with  her  approval ;  I  should  like  to  please 
her." 

"You  wish  to  tell  Mr.  Morton  ?" 

"I  think  I  ought." 

"To  please  Mrs.  Bowen!  Tell  him, 
then !  You  always  cared  more  to  please 
her  than  me.  Perhaps  you  staid  in  Flor- 
ence to  please  her !" 

She  rose  and  ran  down  the  broken  seats 
and  ruined  steps  so  recklessly  and  yet  so 
sure-footedly  that  it  seemed  more  like  a 
flight  than  a  pace,  to  the  place  where  Mrs. 
Bowen  and  Mr.  Morton  were  talking  to- 
gether. 

Colville  followed  as  he  could,  slowly 
and  with  a  heavy  heart.  A  good  thing 
develops  itself  in  infinite  and  unexpected 
shapes  of  good ;  a  bad  thing  into  manifold 
and  astounding  evils.  This  mistake  was 
whirling  away  beyond  his  recall  in  hope- 
less mazes  of  error.  He  saw  this  gener- 
ous young  spirit  betrayed  by  it  to  ignoble 
and  unworthy  excess,  and  he  knew  that 
he  and  not  she  was  to  blame. 

He  was  helpless  to  approach  her,  to 
speak  w^ith  her,  to  set  her  right,  great  as 
the  need  of  that  was,  and  he  could  see  that 
.she  avoided  him.  But  their  relations  re- 
mained outwardly  undisturbed.  The  art- 
ists brought  their  sketches  for  inspection 
and  comment,  and,  without  speaking  to 


each  other,  he  and  Imogene  discussed  them 
with  the  rest. 

When  they  started  homeward  the  paint- 
ers said  they  were  coming  a  little  way  with 
them  for  a  send-off,  and  then  going  back 
to  spend  the  night  in  Fiesole.  They 
walked  beside  the  carriage,  talking  with 
Mrs.  Bowen  and  Imogene,  who  had  taken 
their  places,  with  Effie  between  them,  on 
the  back  seat;  and  when  they  took  their 
leave,  Colville  and  the  young  clergyman, 
who  had  politely  walked  with  them,  con- 
tinued on  foot  a  little  farther,  till  they 
came  to  the  place  where  the  highway  to 
Florence  divided  into  the  new  road  and 
the  old.  At  this  point  it  steeply  overtops 
the  fields  on  one  side,  which  is  shored  up 
by  a  wall  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep ; 
and  here  round  a  sharp  turn  of  the  hill 
on  the  other  side  came  a  peasant  driv- 
ing a  herd  of  the  black  pigs  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mrs.  Bowen's  horses  were,  perhaps,  pam- 
pered beyond  the  habitual  resignation  of 
Florentine  horses  to  all  manner  of  natu- 
ral phenomena ;  they  reared  at  sight  of  the 
sable  crew,  and  backing  violently  up-hill, 
set  the  carriage  across  the  road,  with  its 
hind  wheels  a  few  feet  from  the  brink  of 
the  wall.  The  coachman  sprang  from  his 
seat;  the  ladies  and  the  child  remained  in 
theirs  as  if  paralyzed. 

Colville  ran  forward  to  the  side  of  the 
carriage.  "Jump,  Mrs.  Bowen!  jump, 
Effie!  Imogene — " 

The  mother  and  the  little  one  obeyed. 
He  caught  them  in  his  arms  and  set 
them  down.  The  girl  sat  still,  staring 
at  him  with  reproachful,  with  disdainful 
eyes. 

He  leaped  forward  to  drag  her  out ;  she 
shrank  away,  and  then  he  flew  to  help 
the  coachman,  who  had  the  maddened 
horses  by  the  bit. 

"Let  go!"  he  heard  the  young  clergy- 
man calling  to  him;  "she's  safe!"  He 
caught  a  glimpse  of  Imogene,  whom  Mr. 
Morton  had  pulled  from  the  other  side  of 
the  carriage.  He  struggled  to  free  his 
wrist  from  the  curb-bit  chain  of  the  horse, 
through  which  he  had  plunged  it  in  his 
attempt  to  seize  the  bridle.  The  wheels  of 
the  carriage  went  over  the  wall;  he  felt 
himself  whirled  into  the  air,  and  then 
swung  ruining  down  into  the  writhing 
and  crashing  heap  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wall. 
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BY  MAJOR-GENER.\L  GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN. 


IT  is  a  universal  rule  that  before  the 
nature  and  construction  of  any  instru- 
ment can  be  properly  determined,  the 
purpose  it  is  to  fulfill  and  the  conditions 
under  which  it  is  to  be  used  must  be  fully 
known.  This  rule  applies  to  laws,  insti- 
tutions of  all  kinds,  machines,  tools — in 
fact,  to  everythino^  used  by  man,  and  is 
peculiarly  applicable  to  all  matters  per- 
taining- to  military  affaii*s,  whei*e  emer- 
gencies are  sui'e  to  arise  suddenly,  and 
success  depends  upon  the  proper  adapta- 
tion of  means  to  the  end. 

When  the  moment  arrives  for  the  em- 
ployment of  any  military  instrument, 
whatever  its  nature  may  be,  there  is  no 
time  for  alterations  or  experiments,  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should 
be  so  complete,  strong,  and  simple,  so  well 
adjusted  to  the  purpose  it  is  intended  to 
effect,  that  it  will  be  sure  to  work  prompt- 
ly, smoothly,  and  successfully. 

This  can  be  accomplished  only  by  care- 
ful preparation  during  the  time  of  peace. 

Before  entering,  then,  upon  our  subject, 
it  is  essential  to  set  forth  plainly  and  clear- 
ly the  object  for  which  the  militia  can 
and  ought  to  be  employed. 

The  armed  land  forces  of  this  country 
have  several  purposes  for  their  applica- 
tion :  waging  offensive  war  in  foreign 
countries:  defending  our  own  soil  against 
attack  from  without  ;  quelling  rebellion 
at  home;  putting  down  riots  in  our  cities, 
or  any  other  disturbances  not  sufficiently 
extensive  or  formidable  to  place  them  in 
the  category  of  rebellions,  but  too  serious 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  ordinary  police 
force  of  the  localities  where  they  occur. 

Experience  has  proved  that  a  well-or- 
ganized regular  army,  kept  within  proper 
bounds  as  to  numbei*s,  is  the  cheapest 
and  most  effective  means  for  accomplish- 
ing these  various  purposes. 

But  our  experience  also  proves  that  it 
is  highly  improbable,  perhaps  im]X)Ssible. 
that  our  permanent  establishment  will 
ever  be  large  enough  to  answer  all  these 
needs  without  prompt  and  very  consider- 
able i*e-enforcements  from  other  sources, 
either  by  filling  up  existing  organizations 
to  the  maximum  or  by  adding  new  organ- 
izations thereto. 

It  is  very  important  that  men  some- 
what trained  in  discipline  and  to  the  use 
of  arms  should  be  available  to  fill  up  the 


regular  regiments,  and  that  reasonably 
effective  organizations  should  exist  to  sup- 
plement and  act  with  them  whenever  it 
is  desirable,  under  our  form  of  govern- 
ment, that  the  regular  army  should  not 
be  used  for  the  suppression  of  purely  lo- 
cal difficulties. 

The  old  theory  of  the  militia  system 
was  that  all.  or  pi-actically  all,  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  of  the  nation,  within  certain 
limits  of  age,  were  to  be  organized  in  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  divisions,  ready  to  be 
called  out  when  an  exigency  should  arise. 

Practically  the  system  proved  to  be  an 
en  t  i  re  f  a  i  1  u  re .  O  u  r  n  u  m  be  rs  a  i*e  so  gi-eat . 
our  people  so  completely  absorbed  in  the 
pui*suits  of  private  life,  as  to  i*ender  it  im- 
possible to  introduce  anything  approach- 
ing order  and  efficiency  in  so  large  an  or- 
ganization. But  within  the  militia  there 
have  arisen  voluntary  organizations,  gen- 
erally known  as  National  Guards,  which 
practically  form  the  real  and  immediately 
available  militia  of  the  nation. 

It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  it  is  an  urgent 
necessity,  to  bend  our  efforts  toward  in- 
ci*easing  the  numbei*s  and  efficiency  of 
the  National  Guards  until  they  form  a 
sulBciently  numerous  and  i*eliable  corps  to 
constitute  a  sufficient  reserve  for  and  ad- 
dition to  the  i*egular  army,  and  are  com- 
petent to  replace  it  entirely  for  certain 
purposes  within  our  own  bordei*s. 

That  we  may  be  able  to  keep  pace  with, 
the  rapid  and  unceasing  impix^vements  of 
modern  military  science,  and  adapt  them  to- 
our  peculiar  needs,  it  is  absolutely  necessa- 
ry that  we  should  have  a  permanent  estab- 
lishment where  officers  devote  themselves 
entirely  to  the  military  profession,  while 
the  non-commissioned  officei*s  and  men 
remain  long  enough  in  the  service  to  ac- 
quire thorough  discipline  and  instruction. 

In  measuring  the  value  of  such  a  per- 
manent establishment  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  not  only  can  it  perform  certain 
duties,  such  as  the  control  of  the  Indians, 
very  much  more  efficiently  and  econom- 
ically than  any  temporary  force,  but  that, 
if  maintained  at  a  sufficiently  high  nu- 
merical standard,  it  stands  ready  to  bear 
the  fii*st  brunt  of  hostilities  until  new 
troops  can  be  organized  and  instructed, 
that  it  affoi*ds  the  means  of  infusing  dis- 
cipline and  instruction  among  these  new 
troops,  and  that  it  furnishes  the  robust 
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frames  of  the  various  staff  corps,  whose 
business  it  is  to  direct  the  movements  and 
supply  the  needs  of  both  old  and  new 
troops.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the 
importance  of  these  staff  corps  of  the  reg- 
ular army,  and  it  is  one  of  the  unavoida- 
ble necessities  of  our  position  to  maintain 
them  on  a  larger  scale  than  is  demanded 
by  the  current  needs  of  the  army  on  a 
peace  footing. 

Our  ability  to  increase  the  strength  of 
the  army  with  rapidity,  and  to  improvise 
new  armies,  depends  chiefly — it  might  per- 
haps justly  be  said  entirely— upon  our 
maintaining  in  time  of  peace  large  and 
thoroughly  trained  staff  corps.  Far  from 
having  too  many,  our  organization  is  still 
deficient  in  the  lack  of  something  corre- 
sponding to  the  magnificent  "General 
Staff  Corps"  of  the  German  army — a  corps 
composed  of  the  ablest  and  most  highly 
trained  officers  of  the  most  perfectly  or- 
ganized army  tlie  world  has  ever  seen, 
and  forming  the  most  admirable  and  effi- 
cient military  instrument  of  which  history 
bears  record. 

It  must  not  for  a  moment  be  forgotten 
that  the  mere  drill  in  the  tactics  and  the 
nse  of  arms  forms  a  very  small — although 
a  very  essential — part  of  the  instruction 
required  to  prepare  troops  for  war. 

The  proper  feeding  and  clothing  of  the 
men,  the  care  of  their  health,  the  collection 
of  the  various  supplies  required,  together 
with  the  formation  and  management  of 
the  requisite  dex)ots  and  trains  to  insure 
their  being  on  hand  at  the  right  time  and 
place,  the  determination  of  the  most  effi- 
cient arms  and  ammunition,  the  establish- 
ment of  hospitals  and  field-hospital  trains, 
the  provision  of  the  means  for  crossing 
rivers,  the  use  of  heavy  and  light  artilleiy, 
the  conduct  of  sieges,  the  attack  and  de- 
fense of  posts,  the  collection  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  theatre  of  war  and  the  sup- 
plies it  affords,  of  the  movements  and  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy,  guard  and  outpost 
duty,  reconnaissances,  marches,  handling 
troops  on  the  field  of  battle — in  other 
words,  the  means  required  to  put  troops  to 
the  best  possible  use,  or,  in  fact,  to  any  use 
whatever— all  this  requires  for  its  proper 
execution  a  combination  of  theory  and 
practice,  of  education  and  experience,  that 
can  be  acquired  only  through  a  regular 
establishment.  Moreover,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  never  before  has  technical 
science  played  so  great  a  part  in  war, 
and  never  before  was  thorouo^h  scientific 


knowledge   of  the  art  of  war,  in  all  its 
branches,  so  necessary  to  insure  success. 

The  question  for  us  to  solve  is,  what 
portion  of  the  duties  of  our  armed  forces 
can  the  militia,  or  National  Guard,  be 
fitted  to  perform,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  how  can  they  best 
be  so  fitted  ? 

There  are  some  of  these  duties  which 
the  National  Guard,  as  such,  can  not  be 
qualified  to  perform  alone,  for  want  of 
the  requisite  time  and  opportunities. 

By  attempting  too  much,  nothing  will 
be  achieved ;  while  if  our  efforts  are  con- 
fined to  the  entirely  practicable,  much 
good  will  be  attained. 

Before  proceeding  with  our  subject  it  is 
proper  to  consider  the  probabilities  and 
possibilities  of  the  future,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  necessity  for  armed  forces  of 
any  kind. 

First  let  us  glance  hastily  at  some  of  the 
possible  and  probable  sources  of  difficulty 
from  abroad.  This  is  a  nation  of  more 
than  50,000,000  of  people,  proud,  self-reli- 
ant, enterprising,  and  courageous.  Well 
within  the  memories  of  a  large  part  of  our 
population  w^e  possessed  a  A^ast  mercantile 
marine,  whose  flag  was  seen  in  every  j^ort 
of  the  known  world.  One  of  our  great- 
est needs  is  an  outlet  in  foreign  markets 
for  the  immense  products  of  our  soil  and 
of  our  manufactories.  It  is  certain  as 
fate  that  under  the  pressure  of  necessity, 
and  with  wise  legislation,  our  commercial 
marine  will  soon  revive,  and  erelong  re- 
sume its  old  position  before  the  world. 

One  effect  of  this  change  will  be  to 
throw  us  into  still  closer  relations  with 
the  other  nations — relations  in  the  main 
very  beneficial  to  all,  but  at  the  same  time 
rendering  us  more  liable  to  be  affected  by 
their  difficulties,  and  necessarily  giving 
rise  to  causes  of  friction  from  which  we 
are  now  free. 

For  example,  when  the  western  Atlan- 
tic is  once  more  crowded  with  our  ships 
engaged  in  commerce  vvdth  all  parts  of  the 
world,  we  will  begin  to  ask  ourselves  by 
what  right  a  foreign  nation  holds  a  cor- 
don of  fortified  naval  stations  command- 
ing so  many  avenues  of  approach  to  our 
shores,  and  enabling  it  to  cut  off  our  ves- 
sels in  the  event  of  war.  Halifax,  the 
Bermudas,  Nassau,  and  Jamaica  are  im- 
portant to  England  not  so  much  for  pur- 
pose of  self -protection,  not  so  much  for  her 
own  commerce,  as  they  are  for  bases  of 
operation  against  us. 
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In  the  late  war,  if  Bermuda  and  Nassau 
had  been  in  our  possession,  the  contest 
would  have  been  shortened  some  two  years, 
for  blockade -running  would  have  been 
well-niirh  impossible. 

This  is  one  cause  of  friction  which  must 
inevitably  arise  with  our  growth,  and  one 
reason  wby  we  should  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend our  sea-coast. 

Othersimilar  probabilities  could  be  men- 
tioned, as  in  the  event  of  the  question  aris- 
ing of  the  cession  of  Cuba  by  Spain  to  any 
other  European  power. 

I  do  not  tliink  tluit  we  should  desire  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba — certainly  not  for  a 
long  time  to  come— but  we  should  and 
would  go  to  war  rather  than  allow  that 
key  of  the  Gulf  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
any  other  European  nation. 

There  is  no  reason,  apparently,  why  our 
reUitions  with  tlie  Dominion  of  Canada 
should  be  other  than  most  friendlj",  but 
so  long  as  her  connection  with  Great  Brit- 
ain remains  unchanged,  she  would  neces- 
sarily become  involved  in  any  difficulty 
arising  between  her  mother  country  and 
ourselves. 

There  is  no  absolute  necessit}'  for  hos- 
tilities with  Mexico;  but  when  we  consid- 
er the  wide  ditfei'ences  of  religion,  race, 
laws,  and  habits  between  us,  it  is  possible 
that  trouble  may  grow  out  of  questions 
arising  from  the  business  relations  so  rap- 
idly developing,  the  large  investments  of 
American  capital  in  railways  and  other 
industrial  enterpri.ses,  the  great  number 
of  our  people  consequently  residing  in 
Mexico,  and  the  oft-recurring  border  dif- 
ficulties, and  the  conclusion  is  inevitable 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  assume  that 
no  difficulty  can  occur  requiring  the  em- 
ployment of  troops. 

The  subject  of  the  construction  of  ca- 
nals across  the  Isthmus  is  of  vast  interest 
to  us.  Should  the  Panama  Canal  ever 
be  completed,  and  even  during  its  con- 
struction, serious  questions  are  likely  to 
arise,  requiring  us  to  be  prepared  to  en- 
force our  rights  and  protect  the  privileges 
of  our  commerce. 

When  in  the  near  future  the  inevitable 
construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  is 
undertaken  and  completed  bj^  American 
capital,  under  the  protection  of  our  gov- 
ernment, we  must  still  more  be  prepared 
to  defend  its  neutrality  and  insure  its  un- 
disturbed use  as  the  best  possible  water 
route  between  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts. 


It  is  unnecessarj'  to  nniltiply  examples. 
My  purpose  has  been  accompli.shed  if  it 
has  been  shown  that  there  is  such  a  prob- 
ability of  strained  relations  with  other 
countries  as  to  render  it  incumbent  upon 
us  to  maintain  a  certain  state  of  prepara- 
tion for  war.  If  we  remain  entirely  un- 
prepared, it  is  quite  certain  that  the  emer- 
gencies will  arise  all  too  promptly,  while 
if  we  are  ready  for  them,  hostilities  may 
well  be  averted.  So  much  for  external, 
a  word  now  in  regard  to  our  internal, 
sources  of  trouble. 

With  respect  to  the  ever-burning  In- 
dian question-— so  often  "finall.y  settled,'^ 
only  to  break  out  again  almost  with  the 
regularity  of  machinery — it  might  suffice 
to  bid  my  readers  consult  the  daily  pa- 
pers, which,  as  I  write,  are  filled  with  the 
sickening  details  of  the  horrors  conmiit- 
ted  by  Geronimo  and  his  Apaches,  and  of 
the  terror  and  apprehension  felt  upon  the 
borders  in  consequence  of  the  threaten- 
ing and  uneasy  attitude  of  the  Cheyennes, 
the  Arrapahoes,  and  other  tribes. 

Until  the  entire  control  of  Indian  af- 
faii*s  is  vested  in  the  army,  with  sufficient 
means  to  enforce  its  decisions;  until  the 
younger  Indians  are  imbued  with  new 
habits,  desires,  and  ambitions,  and  the 
elder  disarmed,  and,  where  neces.sary, 
overawed  by  the  display  of  overwhelm- 
ing force;  until  the  tribal  organizations 
are  broken  up,  and  the  Indians  brought 
under  the  operation  of  the  same  laws  as 
the  white  man,  alike  for  his  punishment 
and  protection  ;  until  the  frontiersman 
can  regard  the  Indian  as  a  fellow-citizen, 
or  at  least  as  a  human  being,  instead  of  a 
murderous  savage  more  akin  to  a  wild 
beast  than  to  a  man — it  is  idle  to  expect  a 
cessation  of  these  outbreaks  so  constantly 
recurring  throughout  the  vast  territory 
dotted  by  their  reservations. 

Whether  the  cow-boy,  the  trader,  the 
miner,  or  the  Indian  be  at  fault,  so  long 
as  the  present  conditions  endure  there 
must  be  a  repetition  of  outbreaks  or  of 
the  apprehension  of  them. 

Those  who  are  protected  from  all  pos- 
sible danger  by  an  insuperable  barrier  can 
not  realize  the  horrors  resulting  from  the 
raid  of  a  few  Indians,  the  immense  diffi- 
culty of  apprehending  them,  and  the  mor- 
al sufferings  and  material  losses  resulting 
from  the  mere  apprehension  of  an  Indian 
outbreak  even  on  a  small  scale. 

Among  the  widely  scattered  and  de- 
fenseless settlements  a  party  of  less  than 
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a  score  of  Indians  can  with  impunity  cre- 
ate immense  devastation,  and  the  mere 
possibility  of  such  a  thing  vastly  impedes 
the  material  development  of  the  country. 

So  long"  as  this  possibility  exists  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  general  government  to 
provide  fully  against  it  at  any  cost.  The 
great  difficulty  under  which  our  army 
has  always  labored  is  that  it  has  been  re- 
quired to  perform  onerous  and  most  dan- 
gerous work  with  an  entirely  insufficient 
force.  It  has  always  done  its  best  to 
compensate  for  its  paucity  of  numbers  by 
audacity  and  celerity ;  but  there  is  a  limit 
to  the  possible,  which  our  army  has  too 
often  been  called  upon  to  exceed. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  our  losses  in  Indian 
wars  have  been  far  more  than  quadrupled 
by  the  necessity  of  attempting  the  impos- 
sible, and  too  much  praise  can  never  be 
given  to  the  brave  men  who  have  unflinch- 
ingly made  the  endeavor,  with  no  other 
incitement  than  their  innate  heroism  and 
pride  in  their  profession. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is  cruel  and 
unjust  to  put  brave  men  to  such  a  test  un- 
necessarily, even  the  paltry  consideration 
of  economy  demands  a  different  system,  for 
it  is  unquestionable  that  the  comparative- 
ly slight  increase  of  expenditure  caused  by 
increasing  the  force  of  the  present  estab- 
lishment by  the  addition  of  10,000  privates 
to  the  existing  regiments  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  would  be  far  more  than  met  by 
the  diminished  cost  of  transportation  and 
the  increased  prosperity  of  the  country  re- 
sulting from  the  secure  and  rapid  devel- 
opment of  the  resources  of  the  immense 
region  affected  by  the  Indian  question. 
When,  with  such  an  increased  force,  the 
excellent  policy  of  concentrating  the  army 
at  a  small  number  of  large  posts — so  justly 
approved  by  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding— can  be  fully  carried  out,  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  will  be  very  much  im- 
proved, and  all  outbreaks  will  be  nipped 
in  the  bud,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately, 
the  Indians  will  recognize  the  folly  of  at- 
tempting them. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  insist  too 
strongly  upon  the  necessity  of  placing  the 
management  of  Indian  affairs  under  the 
War  Department,  and  in  the  immediate 
hands  of  army  officers,  who  should  act  as 
Indian  agents. 

With  such  suspicious  creatures  as  the 
Indians  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  unity  of  management  and 
control,  and  no  shadow  of  doubt  in  their 


minds  as  to  the  prompt  and  entire  fulfill- 
ment alike  of  promises  and  threats. 

The  establishment  of  schools  for  Indian 
children  is  a  very  important  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  their  effect  is  excellent, 
so  far  as  they  go;  but  from  the  imperfect 
knowledge  in  my  possession  it  seems  to 
me  that  they  should  be  established  on  a 
larger  scale,  and  that  thus  far  a  mistake 
has  been  made  in  attempting  to  spread 
their  advantages  over  too  many  tribes  at 
the  same  time.  If  a  small  number  of  edu- 
cated young  Indians — half  a  dozen  or  so — 
are  sent  back  to  their  tribe,  they  are  too 
few  to  stand  alone  and  keep  each  other  in 
countenance,  and  are  apt  to  be  lost  m  the 
mass  of  the  tribe  without  producing  much, 
if  any,  influence  upon  them;  while  if,  in- 
stead of  taking  half  a  dozen  from  each  of 
several  tribes,  as  many  as  a  hundred  are 
taken  from  one  tribe,  they  would  upon 
their  return  strengthen  each  other,  and 
accomplish  good  results  with  the  others. 

During  a  large  part  of  our  existence  as 
a  nation  many  of  our  people  were  disposed 
to  doubt  the  possibility  of  any  internal 
danger  in  the  form  of  riots  or  insurrec- 
tions, forgetting  that  such  troubles  arose 
from  the  very  beginning  of  our  history. 

The  Shays  rebellion  and  the  whiskey 
insurrection  were  episodes  of  our  early 
youth;  the  "Native  American",  the  anti- 
negro,  and  the  draft  riots,  the  war  itself, 
and  the  regrettable  and  wide-spread  dis- 
turbances of  1877  suffice  to  show  that  at  no 
time  have  we  been  entirely  free  from  ele- 
ments of  disorder  requiring  the  active  in- 
terposition of  armed  force. 

It  is  idle  to  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
there  now  exists  in  certain  localities  an 
element,  mostly  imported  from  abroad, 
fraught  with  danger  to  order  and  well-be- 
ing unless  firmly  and  wisely  controlled. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  socialism,  atheism,  or  anarchy :  let 
it  suffice  to  say  that  even  the  most  extreme 
of  extremists  are  rarely  altogether  wrong, 
or  without  some  shadow  of  right,  or  what 
they  believe  to  be  right.  They  are  often 
right  as  to  many  of  their  facts,  but  wrong 
as  to  their  conclusions,  and  entirely  mis- 
taken as  to  the  practicable  methods  of 
gaining  their  ends.  It  is  but  just  and  fair 
to  listen  honestly  to  what  they  have  to 
say,  and  if  any  wrong  thing  be  found,  then 
to  right  it  so  far  as  practicable. 

There  is  no  possible  objection  to  free 
and  fair  discussion ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
sure  to  do  ffood. 
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There  is  no  sound  objection  to  labor 
unions,  for  labor  lias  as  much  right  as 
capital  to  unite  for  its  own  protection 
and  to  improve  its  own  condition,  and  all 
candid  men  must  acknowledge  that  the 
condition  of  the  masses  of  laboring-men 
among  the  Christian  nations  is  not  what 
a  sincere  Christian  would  like  to  have  it. 

Frankly  and  fully  acknowledging  that 
the  much  needed  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  laboring  classes  is  an  inevi- 
table and  the  most  important  problem  of 
the  immediate  future,  it  must  at  the  same 
time  be  insisted  upon — as  much  in  their 
own  interest  as  in  that  of  the  society  of 
which  they  form  so  important  a  part — 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  their  ends  the 
labor  organizations  shall  restrict  them- 
selves to  fair,  open,  honorable,  and  legal 
methods;  that  they  must  never  resort 
to  violence  toward  either  the  pei'sons  or 
property  of  their  employers,  or  toward 
those  of  their  couirades  who  may  hold 
different  views;  and  that  tliej"  must,  still 
in  their  own  interest,  always  recognize 
the  fundamental  truth  that  each  man's 
liberty  of  action  is  bounded  by  the  equal 
rights  of  his  fellow-men.  To  pass  beyond 
this  limit  is  license,  not  liberty;  a  crime, 
not  a  virtue  or  a  privilege.  The  individ- 
ual who  perpetrates  this  crime  becomes  at 
once  a  fit  subject  for  the  repressive  action 
of  the  law.  When  a  mass  of  men  too  nu- 
merous to  be  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary 
machinery  of  the  law  place  themselves  in 
the  same  category,  the  safety  of  the  state 
and  the  security  of  their  fellow-citizens 
require  that  they  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  armed  force. 

The  good  of  the  community,  the  safety 
of  innocent  members  of  society,  requu'e 
that  the  moment  the  necessity  for  this  ac- 
tion arises,  it  should  be  prompt  and  effi- 
cient. But  in  all  such  cases  prevention 
is  better  than  cure,  and  all  concerned 
should  learn  that  when  peaceable  discus- 
sion is  exhausted,  there  stands  ready  for 
instant  use  a  well- disciplined  force  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  the  instant  to  support 
the  majest}^  of  the  law. 

I  do  not  think  that  in  this  country  dan- 
ger is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  organ- 
ization of  legitimate  labor,  because  our 
w^orking-men  are  as  a  rule  intelligent  and 
industrious,  good  citizens  and  good  fa- 
thers of  families.  Knowing  and  prepared 
to  maintain  their  own  rights,  they  respect 
the  legitimate  rights  of  others,  and  realize 
the  fact  that  the  well-being  and  happiness 


of  their  families  depend  upon  the  pre- 
servation of  order  and  security:  not  that 
kind  of  order  which  prevents  the  many 
from  ascending  in  the  scale  of  happiness 
and  prosperity  as  the  reward  of  honest 
industry,  nor  that  kind  of  security  which 
enables  a  privileged  few  to  keep  thenu^ny 
in  a  state  of  subjection  and  abject  pov- 
erty, but  order  and  security  as  we  un- 
derstand them  in  this  free  land  of  ours — 
an  order  and  security  which  afford  free 
scope  to  the  legitimate  aspirations  of 
all,  which  give  equal  political  rights  and 
equal  personal  freedom  to  all  within  our 
limits;  under  which  those  favored  in  this 
world's  goods  may  retain  them  if  provi- 
dent, but  with  the  certainty  that  they  or 
their  descendants  will  find  their  deserved 
lower  level  if  wasteful  squanderers,  while 
the  poorest  son  of  toil,  if  honest,  capable, 
and  industrious,  sees  open  for  himself  and 
his  children  the  pathway  to  honor  and 
well-being. 

Our  nation  is  a  nation  of  working-men, 
whether  their  labor  be  intellectual  or  the 
no  less  useful  and  honorable  labor  with 
the  hand. 

Our  danger,  if  danger  there  be,  will 
come,  not  from  the  true  working-men,  but 
from  those  who  do  not  labor  and  do  not 
intend  to  do  so,  but  prefer  to  gain  an  easy 
living  by  misguiding  and  deceiving  the 
true  working-men,  and,  emulating  the 
wreckers  of  by-gone  times,  seek  with  their 
false  lights  to  lure  the  ship  of  society  upon 
the  rocks  of  anarchy  and  atheism,  that 
they  may  prey  upon  the  remnants  of  the 
rich  cargo  washed  to  the  shore. 

The  theories  of  the  anarchists,  interna- 
tionalists, and  nihilists  have  only  recent- 
ly found  their  way  among  us;  they  are 
strictly  foreign  productions,  which  our 
protective  tariff  has  not  sufficed  to  ex- 
clude, and  it  is  not  probable  that  they  can 
make  any  considerable  or  lasting  head- 
way among  our  own  people. 

The  people  of  America  realize  that  the 
institutions  under  which  we  live  are  of 
our  own  making;  that  the  majority  rule 
and  make  the  laws ;  tiiat,  under  the  God 
wiiora  we  worship,  our  happiness  depends 
upon  the  security  of  these  institutions; 
that  the  ultimate  purpose  of  our  govern- 
ment is  the  happiness  and  inviolability  of 
our  families;  and  that  our  dearest  aim  in 
life  is  to  secure  the  well-being  of  our 
children. 

It  is  to  the  highest  extent  improbable, 
nay,  it  is  impossible,  that  free  and  enlight- 
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ened  Americans  can  abandon  all  tliey 
cherish  fai*  more  tlian  life  itself  in  order 
to  court  misery  and  ruin  at  the  call  of  a 
few  misguided  or  wicked  men,  who  have 
brought  hither  theories  whicli  liave 
wrought  destruction  and  no  particle  of 
good  wherever  they  have  attempted  to 
carry  them  into  practice  in  the  Old  World. 
When  the  moment  for  action  arrives, 
there  is  no  question  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  masses  of  Americans  will  deal 
with  these  men  and  their  wild  theories. 

The  ultimate  result  is  not  for  a  moment 
doubtful.  But  as  these  men  openly  avow 
their  intention  of  organizing  and  arming 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  their  views  into 
practical  effect,  it  is  wise  to  prepare  the 
means  of  crushing  their  efforts  at  the  out- 
set, that  no  harm  may  come  to  the  inno- 
cent, and  that  the  ruin  invoked  may  fall 
solely  upon  the  heads  of  the  guilty  con- 
spirators. 

A  few  hours'  control  in  our  large  cities 
by  these  madmen  might  cause  almost  ir- 
reparable damage ;  the  opportunity  should 
not  be  afforded  them ;  and  they  will  never 
strike  the  blow  if  convinced  that  proper 
preparations  exist  to  meet  them. 

As  I  write  these  pages  two  of  our  largest 
and  most  prosperous  Western  cities  are 
the  scenes  of  dangerous  disorders,  arising 
from  the  efforts  of  strikers  to  gain  tlieir 
ends  by  violence.  Here  let  it  be  repeated 
that  our  legislators  should  calmly  exam- 
ine the  demands  even  of  extremists,  when 
made  without  threats  of  violence,  and 
much  more  those  of  the  moderate  men 
who  honestly  desire  to  attain  what  they 
regard  as  legitimate  changes. 

If  any  proper  and  practical  thing  is 
asked,  it  should  be  granted  promptly  and 
graciously;  but  if  an  attempt  is  made  to 
gain  their  ends  by  violence,  it  is  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  meet  force  promptly  with 
overwhelming  force,  and  crush  the  out- 
break at  once  and  effectually. 

As  our  liability  to  danger  from  foreign 
wars  and  domestic  disturbances  is  much 
less  than  in  European  countries,  our  prep- 
arations may  be  on  a  much  smaller  scale, 
but  should  be  effective  as  far  as  they  go. 
What  is  lacking  in  numbers  should  be 
made  up  in  efficiency. 

To  maintain  order  among  the  Indians 
the  regular  army  should  be  made  strong 
enough  to  dispense  with  aid  from  the  mili- 
tia, except  upon  extraordinary  occasions, 
when  an  outbreak  is  unusualh^  danger- 
ous, and  extends  over  a  wide  area;  but 
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the  organization  of  reliable  militia  in 
the  regions  nearest  the  Indian  country 
would  afford  the  means  of  furnishing  very 
valuable  re-enforcements  to  the  never  too 
numerous  regulars.  The  militia  could  at 
least  hold  the  posts,  leaving  the  regular 
force  for  active  operations. 

With  the  exception  of  some  cavalry 
companies  on  the  frontier,  capable  of  ren- 
dering efficient  service  against  Indians, 
it  is  not  practicable  to  maintain  in  time 
of  peace  a  militia  force  of  cavalry,  the  ex- 
pense and  the  difficulties  of  instruction  be- 
ing too  great.  The  same  objection  applies, 
as  a  rule,  to  field  artillery.  It  may,  then, 
be  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  the  regu- 
lar army  must  be  relied  upon  to  furnish 
all  the  cavalry  and  artillery  needed  in  the 
beginning  of  hostilities,  and  that  its  peace 
organization  should  be  arranged  to  meet 
that  contingency  ;  that  is,  it  should  con- 
tain a  far  greater  proportion  of  these  arms 
than  is  the  case  with  other  armies.  We 
have  ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  which,  with 
the  companies  brought  up  to  75  privates  in 
each,  could  furnish  about  11,000  in  all.  If 
sufficient  time  w^ere  allowed  to  bring  the 
companies  up  to  100  privates,  the  total 
force  of  cavalry  would  be  some  14,000— a 
very  i-espectable  body  if  united  on  any 
probable  field  of  war. 

It  should  be  stated  that  recent  European 
wars  have  not  caused  military  authorities 
to  regard  the  cavalry  as  of  less  importance 
than  formerly;  on  the  contrary,  the  tend- 
ency is  to  increase  that  arm  of  the  serv- 
ice, and  to  maintain  it  nearly  on  the  war 
footing  during  peace,  so  great  do  they  re- 
gard the  difficulty  of  forming  efficient 
cavalry  in  a  short  time. 

A  force  of  75  privates  per  company 
would  seem  to  be  the  least  strength  advis- 
able for  our  cavalry  in  ordinary  times. 
We  have  5  regiments  of  regular  artillery, 
of  12  batteries  each,  or  60  batteries  in  all, 
10  of  which  are  maintained  as  imperfect 
field  batteries. 

Our  25  regiments  of  regular  infantry 
should  in  peace  have  a  strength  of  at  leas!; 
20,000  men,  and  in  war  be  brought  up  to 
an  effective  of  some  35,000. 

To  provide  the  proper  proportions  of 
field-guns  for  this  maximum  force  of  our 
present  regular  regiments  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  would  require  25  batteries  of  6 
guns  each.  If  a  force  of  only  50,000  mili- 
tia infantry  were  called  out  forw^ar,  some 
25  more  regular  battei'ies  w^ould  be  needed 
for  them,  making  50  in  all,  leaving  only 
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10  reg-ulav  batteries  available  as  heavy  r^'- 
tillery.  If  tlie  militia  infantry  were  to  be 
])arlial]y  pi'ovided  with  militia  batteries, 
wliicli  could  onl\^  be  done  if  very  ample 
time  were  allowed  for  preparation,  quite 
one- third,  or  about  10  batteries,  of  the 
requisite  number  should  be  furnished  by 
the  reg-ulars,  leavinf^  25  batteries  to  garri- 
son our  great  line  of  harbor  defenses,  and 
to  act  as  siege  artillery  with  the  field  ar- 
mies. 

The  regular  artillery  is  not  in  a  satis- 
factory condition.  It  is  entirely  too  weak 
in  numbers,  is  too  much  scattered,  is  not 
afforded  the  means  of  proper  instruction 
in  tlie  duties  of  the  arm,  and  should  be 
provided  with  a  Chief  of  Artillery. 

The  two  light  batteries  allowed  each 
regiment  should  be  maintained  at  the  full 
war  strength,  ready  to  take  the  field  at  a 
day's  notice,  with  the  complement  of  G 
guns  each,  and  under  our  x^eculiar  circum- 
stances it  is  probable  that  a  strength  of  at 
least  8  guns  per  battery  would  be  advisa- 
ble on  the  war  footing. 

So  far  as  practicable,  all  the  field  bat- 
teries should  be  kept  together  at  one  sta- 
tion, where  all  proper  facilities  exist,  and 
where  they  could  receive  uniform  instruc- 
tion. 

The  minimum  number  of  privates  in 
eacli  battery  of  garrison,  or  heavy,  artil- 
lery should  be  7r),or,  still  better.lOO.  Tbey 
should  be  concentrated  at  ])oints  affording 
suitable  moans  of  instruction,  in  bodies  of 
not  less  than  12  batteries;  say  one  station 
of  12  batteries  on  the  Pacific  coast,  one  of 
tlie  same  strength  on  or  near  the  Gulf 
const,  one  of  24  batteries  at  Fort  Monroe, 
and  one  of  12  batteries  on  New  York  Har- 
bor. These  four  stations  should  be  select- 
ed almost  entirely  with  reference  to  tlu* 
facility  of  instruction  during  the  entire 
year,  for  the  means  of  communication  aic 
now  s<^  am))le  that  the  garrisons  could  be 
bi-okcn  u])  and  assigned  to  tlicir  war  sta- 
tions with  all  desirable  rapidity  upon  the 
first  threateningof  dang(M".  The  addition- 
al strength  suggested  would  bring  up  the 
total  number  of  non-commissioned  ollicers 
and  men  of  the  r(>gular  artillery  to  about 
r)2()().  witli  a  str(Migtli  of  7.")  pi-ivates  to  each 
i)atteiy;  and  with  100  pii vates  to  each  bat- 
terv  the  total  strength  would  be  some  0450. 

Kememhering  that  in  these  days  artil- 
lerists can  not  be  im]>rovis«Ml  on  the  spur 
of  tlio  moment,  and  that  an  active  army 
of  operations  would  need  artillerists  foi* 
siege   guns,  etc.,  thus   niakinir   a  further 


draTt  upon  the  regulars,  it  can  not  be  said 
that  the  numbers  given  above  are  at  all 
beyond  the  limits  prescribed  by  ordinary 
prudence,  and  even  with  this  full  strength 
it  would  still  be  necessary  to  draw  large- 
ly upon  the  militia. 

But  when  it  is  considered  that  the  pre- 
sent strength  of  the  five  artillery  regi- 
ments in  enlisted  men  is  only  some  2600, 
so  entirely  insuflicient  for  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  it  needs  no  argument  to  prove 
that  some  means  must  be  resorted  to  for 
the  instruction  of  organizations  of  the  mi- 
litia as  heavy  artillery,  that  they  may 
supplement  the  totally  inadequate  force 
of  tlic  regulars. 

The  little  Engineer  Battalion  should  be 
constantly  maintained  at  the  full  war 
strength  of  600  men,  and  ought  to  be 
larger. 

The  total  additions  proposed  for  the  pri- 
vates of  the  regular  army  would  then 
amount  to  from  13,000  to  15,000,  making 
the  strength  from  37,000  to  39,000,  which 
on  the  breaking  out  of  war  could  be  fur- 
ther increased  to  some  60,000  without  add- 
ing to  the  nundjer  of  organizations. 

In  time  of  peace,  if  the  National  Guard 
is  assisted  by  a  small  number  of  thorough- 
ly competent  regular  artillerists,  it  is  eas- 
ier to  instruct  them  in  the  management 
of  heavy  guns  than  to  perfect  them  in 
held  artillery.  It  is  very  necessary,  then, 
to  provide  the  means  for  the  instruction 
of  a  sullicient  number  of  them  to  make  up 
for  the  inevitable  numerical  deficiency  of 
the  regulars  in  manning  the  guns  covering 
the  a})proaches  to  our  harbors  and  cities. 

One  other  duty  of  the  artillerist  can  be 
advantageously  intrusted  to  the  National 
Guard,  and  that  is  the  use  of  Gatling  and 
other  machine  guns,  as  well  as  oi'dinary 
tield-guns,  for  use  in  cities  in  the  event  of 
I'iots. 

It  is  perfectly  ])racticable.  under  a  i)i-()p- 
er  system,  to  form  in  time  of  ])eace  Na- 
tional Guard  regiments  of  infantry  capa- 
ble of  becoming  thoroughly  ellicient  after 
a  short  term  of  lield  service,  antl  compe- 
tent to  render  etVectual  cooperation  with 
the  regulars  in  war. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  organized 
militia  should  not  readily  be  ])laced  in 
condition  to  quell  all  riots  and  local  dis- 
turbances, even  whei-e  they  have  reached 
the  stage  of  incipient  organized  rebellion, 
and  they  should  be  fully  abfe  to  do  this 
work  without  any  aid  whatever  from  the 
reirular  armv,  which  need  tlieu  be  called 
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uy)on  only  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
g-eueral  government. 

It  is  a  fact  that  in  tliis  country  the  mere 
presence  of  a  handful  of  regulars  has  al- 
ways sulliced  to  prevent  or  quell  riots 
without  tlie  necessity  of  firing  upon  the 
mob.  This  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  well  known  that  the  regulars  are  under 
thorough  discipline, and  will  unhesitating- 
ly obey  any  order  to  fire,  and  that  when 
they  fire  it  will  be  upon  the  mob,  and  not 
over  their  heads. 

The  National  Guards  will  accomplish 
precisely  tlie  same  results  wherever  it  is 
known  that  their  discipline  and  esprit  de 
corps  are  such  as  to  insure  their  prompt 
and  effective  obedience  of  any  orders  re- 
ceived, and  to  outweigh  any  personal 
sympathy  of  any  of  tlieir  members  with 
individuals  in  the  mob.  This  is  doubt- 
less the  case  now  with  many  of  the  regi- 
ments throughout  the  country,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  case 
w^ith  all,  and  that  all  should  preserve,  at 
the  moment  of  action,  that  steady  bear- 
ing, profound  silence,  and  complete  indif- 
ference to  danger  which  are  so  impressive 
and  conclusive  when  dealing  with  an  an- 
gry and  excited  mob.  In  brief,  I  would 
propose  that  the  mass  of  the  active  militia, 
or  National  Guard,  should  be  organized 
and  instructed  as  infantry;  that  they 
should  be  furnished  with  an  adequate 
supply  of  machine  and  field  guns,  drawn 
by  hand,  for  use  in  cities,  to  be  manned 
by  detachments  specially  detailed;  that  in 
the  districts  near  sea-coast  defenses  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  regiments  should  be  des- 
ignated and  instructed  as  heavy  artiller- 
ists ;  and  that  at  suitable  points  in  the  re- 
mote interior  a  moderate  number  of  com- 
panies of  mounted  men  should  be  organized 
to  co-operate  with  the  regulars  against  the 
Indians  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  emer- 
gency. 

As  the  existence  of  a  trustworthy  force 
of  the  National  Guard  is  important  to  the 
country  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  indi- 
vidual States,  it  is  only  just  that  the  gen- 
eral government  should  assume  its  fair 
share  of  the  expense. 

This  can  best  be  done  in  the  form  of 
arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  etc. — in  order  to  in- 
sure uniformity  of  equipment  and  arma- 
ment— and  also  probably  in  the.  issue  of 
rations,  and  even  of  pay  under  certain 
circumstances.  And  this  assistance  should 
be  apportioned  among  the  States,  not  in 


the  ratio  of  population,  but  according  to 
the  numbers  of  effective  militia  actually 
on  foot  in  each  State ;  moreover,  the  act- 
ual number  thus  to  be  aided  should  be  ap- 
portioned according  to  the  necessities  of 
the  case. 

For  example,  the  organization  of  heavy 
artillery  should  be  confined  to  the  States 
on  and  adjacent  to  the  sea-board  and  lake 
frontier,  within  whose  limits  permanent 
fortifications  exist,  or  where  temporary 
batteries  armed  with  heavy  guns  must 
certainly  be  erected  in  the  event  of  for- 
eign war;  moreover,  the  strength  of  these 
organizations  should  be  greatest  in  the 
States  nearest  our  most  extensive  and 
important  sea-coast  defenses,  for  instance, 
the  harbor  of  New  York. 

On  the  same  principle,  the  infantry  or- 
ganizations should  be  relati  vel  y  the  stron g- 
est  in  the  States  most  liable  to  foreign  at- 
tack, or  where  large  manufacturing  and 
mining  establishments  most  abound,  as 
these,  and  not  the  agricultural  regions, 
are  the  probable  centres  of  domestic  dis- 
turbance. 

While  it  is  very  desirable  to  organize  a 
certain  portion  of  the  National  Guard  in 
the  agricultural  districts,  it  has  never  been 
found  easy  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  bringing  the  men  together,  and 
the  lack  of  proper  facilities,  but  it  is  prob- 
ably practicable  to  lessen  these  difficul- 
ties by  granting  additional  pecuniary  aid, 
at  least  in  the  smaller  towns  where  the 
troublesome  elements  are  not  present,  or 
at  least  in  a  very  small  proportion. 

But  the  essential  condition  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  whole  matter  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  good  discipline  and  esprit  de 
corps  ;  for  with  the  existence  of  these  ele- 
ments the  National  Guard  can  be  relied 
upon  to  do  its  duty  in  the  maintenance  of 
law  and  order,  without  regard  to  personal 
sympathies,  and  that  this  can  be  brought 
about  I  do  not  doubt. 

In  preparing  legislation,  whether  by 
the  general  government  or  States,  to  car- 
ry out  these  purposes,  it  should  never  be 
forgotten  that  those  who  enter  the  Na- 
tional Guard  necessarily  give  to  the  pub- 
lic a  great  deal  of  their  time,  and  that 
with  those  who  form  theyast  majority  of 
the  National  Guard  time  is  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  value,  and  that,  having  made 
this  most  important  contribution  to  the 
public  service,  they  should  be  relieved 
from  any  direct  pecuniary  demands. 
Their  arms,  equipments,  uniforms,  armo- 
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ries,  etc.,  sliould  be  furnished  free  of  cost, 
and  v;hen  tliey  are  called  out  during 
"working-  liours,  ^vlietber  for  duty  or  in- 
struction, other  than  mere  parades  for 
tlieir  own  gratification,  they  should  re- 
ceive fair  compensatic^n,  and  all  necessary 
expenses  for  their  subsistence  and  trans- 
])ortation  should  be  i)aid.  An  efficient 
National  Guard  is  not  a  luxurj^  but  a  ne- 
cessity, and  the  public  can  well  afford  to 
meet  the  cost,  provided  it  is  kept  within 
just  limits,  and  expended  wisely  and  hoii- 
estl.y. 

Now  as  to  the  strength  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

1.  Heavy  Artillery.— 'Sot  possessing 
accurate  data  as  to  the  armament  of  our 
various  coast  defenses,  I  must  rely  upon 
general  considerations,  and  can  give  only 
approximate  results.  I  as.sume  that  the 
regiments  will  consist  of  twelve  batteries, 
of  a  strength  of  from  100  to  150  men  for 
each  battery.  Tlie  Pacific  coast  would 
probably  require  at  least  two,  and  perhaps 
three,  regiments,  the  Gulf  coast  some  five 
regiments,  the  Atlantic  coast  some  twenty 
regiments,  the  lake  frontier  one  regiment 
— some  twenty-eight  to  thirty  regiments 
in  all.  There  should  be  a  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery of  the  United  States  army,  who, 
among  his  otlier  duties,  should  be  charged 
with  tlie  general  direction  and  supervision 
of  the  instruction  of  these  regiments,  to 
be  conducted  by  officers  and  men  of  the 
regular  artillery  detailed  for  the  purpose. 
Tbe  instruction  sliould  include  the  use  of 
heavy  guns,  the  method  of  construction 
of  earthen  batteries,  laying  platforms, 
construction  of  temporary  magazines,  cut- 
ting embrasures,  etc.,  etc.,  so  that  these 
militia  artillerists  could  direct  ordinary 
workmen  to  advantage.  As  these  regi- 
ments would  necessarily  be  drilled  also 
as  infantry,  they  would  be  available  for 
all  purposes  of  repressing  interior  com- 
motions. 

2.  Infantry. — In  determining  the 
strength  of  the  infantry  of  the  National 
Guard  it  would  probably  be  advisable  to 
arrange  the  States  in  groups,  which  sug- 
gest tliemselves  quite  naturally  when  the 
possible  employment  of  the  troops  is  con- 
sidered. In  the  first  place,  it  is  as  con- 
venient an  arrangement  as  any  to  allow 
as  many  battalions  as  there  are  Congres- 
sional districts,  varying  the  strength  of 
battalions  in  the  different  groups,  and 
sometimes  in  States  of  the  same  group, 
and  not  necessarily  organizing  a  battalion 


in  each  Congressional  district,  but  for  suf- 
ficient reasons  to  omit  some  districts,  and 
form  two  or  more  in  others.  It  would 
generally  be  advisable  to  constitute  regi- 
ments of  two  or  more  battalions.  Tlie 
New  England  and  Middle  States,  includ- 
ing Maryland  and  Delaware,  naturally 
group  themselves  together,  all  being  lia- 
ble to  attack  in  a  war  with  first-class  Eu- 
ropean powers,  and  many  of  them  having 
large  manufacturing  centres  and  exten- 
sive mining  establishments.  These  States 
have  one  hundred  and  two  Congressional 
districts,  giving  as  many  battalions,  which, 
with  an  average  of  800  men  per  battalion, 
would  give  81, GOO  infantr}^  for  the  entire 
group— an  ample  force  for  all  probable 
needs.  Thus  New  York  would  have  thir- 
ty-four battalions,  which  might  be  form- 
ed into  seventeen  regiments,  and  with  a 
strength  of  800  men  per  battalion,  would 
give  27,200  infantry  for  the  State — none 
too  many.  New  Jersey  would  have  seven 
battalions  of  800  each,  giving  5G00  for  the 
State.  A  second  group  would  be  com- 
posed of  Virginia,  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  which  would  have  thir- 
ty-six battalions  of  a  total  strength  of  700 
each,  giving  25.200  for  the  gi'oup.  A  third 
group  would  consist  of  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  having 
thirty-four  battalions  of  700  men  each — a 
totaf  of  23,800.  The  fourth  group  would 
be  made  up  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  having  seven- 
ty-four battalions  of  600  each— a  total  of 
44,400.  Another  group  would  consist  of 
West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ar- 
kansas, Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota, 
having  sixty  battalions  of  500  each — a  to- 
tal of  30.000.  A  sixth  group  of  Colorado, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  Ar- 
izona, Dakota,  Idaho,  and  Montana,  hav- 
ing seventeen  battalions  of  500  each,  or  a 
total  of  8500.  The  last  group  would  be 
made  up  of  California,  having  six  battal- 
ions of  1000  each,  Oregon,  one  battalion  of 
1000,  Nevada,  one  battalion  of  800,  and 
Washington  Territoiy,  one  battalion  of 
1000 — a  total  for  the  group  of  8800,  giving 
a  total  infantry  force  of  222,300. 

3.  Cavalry. — It  "would  probably  be  prac- 
ticable, and  certainly  advantageous,  to  or- 
ganize companies  of  cavalry  or  mounted 
infantry  somewhat  as  follows:  Texas,  five 
companies  of  100  each ;  New  Mexico,  three 
companies  ;  Arizona,  three  companies  ; 
Utah,  three  companies;  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, one  company;  Idaho,  one  compa- 
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nv  ;  Montana,  two  companies  ;  Dakota, 
two  companies  ;  California,  two  compa- 
nies— some  twenty-two  companies  in  all. 

Til  us  the  total  authorized  force  would 
be  :  Heavy  artillery,  thirty  regiments  of 
some  36.000  men  ;  cavalry,  twenty- two 
companies  of  2200  men  ;  infantry,  three 
hundred  and  thirty -two  battalions  of 
222.300  men— a  total  of  260.500  men. 

Such  a  force  as  this  would  suffice  for 
all  probable  contingencies  for  many  yeai-s 
to  come,  except  tiiat,  as  the  population  in- 
ci-eases  on  the  Mexican  frontier  and  the 
Pacific  coast,  the  number  of  battalions 
there  should  be  iucreased  as  rapidly  as 
needed. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  whole  of  this 
force  could  be  organize<:l  immediately,  but 
the  appropriation  for  the  purpose  should 
be  ample  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies 
and  assistance  as  rapidly  as  required. 

During  the  first  few  years  the  amount 
of  money  expended  would  be  considerable, 
but  the  organization  once  elTected  and 
supplied,  the  annual  expense  would  be 
light  in  comparison  with  the  results. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  general  govern- 
ment should  supply,  free  of  cost,  all  the 
arms,  ammunition,  and  equipments,  serv- 
ice uniforms  for  officers  and  men.  all  ne- 
cessary camp  and  garrison  equipage,  med- 
ical stores  and  ambulances,  instruments 
for  bands  and  field  music,  the  requisite 
transportation  and  rations  for  officers  and 
men  when  the  trooj)s  are  called  out  for 
such  instruction  in  camp  and  garrison  as 
the  general  government  specifies. 

But  the  individual  States  should  provide 
the  pay  of  officers  and  men  when  called 
out  for  instruction,  and  should  also  pro- 
vide armories  with  the  necessary  furni- 
ture, and  the  grounds  for  the  camps  of 
instruction. 

The  officers  and  men  should  not  be  re- 
quired to  j)ay  from  their  own  pockets  any 
of  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  organiza- 
tion: their  time  should  be  their  only  con- 
tribution, and  even  that  should  be  paid 
for  under  the  circumstances  which  have 
already  been  specified. 

After  determining  the  amount  of  serv- 
iceable breech-loading  rifles,  and  of  camp 
and  garrison  equipage  and  service  uni- 
forms, etc..  now  in  possession  of  the  State. 
the  annual  appropriation  by  Congress 
should  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  sup- 
plies within  a  period  of  three  or  four 
years. 

It  should  be  oblisratorv — a  condition  of 


the  aid  rendered  by  the  United  States — that 
the  infantry  and  cavalry  should  pass  at 
least  ten  days  eacli  year  in  a  suitable  camp 
of  instruction,  and  that  the  artillery  should 
pass  at  least  the  same  time  in  permanent 
works,  or  at  other  points  where  they  can 
receive  instruction  in  handling  heavy 
guns  and  their  other  duties.  The  course 
of  instruction  for  all  arms  should  be  de- 
termined by  the  general  government  and 
strictly  adhered  to.  It  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  ordinary  drills,  reviews,  dress 
parades,  and  guard  mounting,  but  should 
include  target  practice,  guard  and  outpost 
duty  as  practiced  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
patrols,  reconnaissances,  attack  and  de- 
fense of  positions,  route  marches,  field  ma- 
nceuvres  under  tire,  etc. 

It  would  be  advantageous,  wherever 
pi'acticable.  to  assign  i*egular  troops  of  the 
different  arms  to  these  camps,  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  their  example,  but  to  es- 
tablish good  relations  between  them,  and 
to  accustom  the  Xational  Guard  to  act 
with  the  other  arms  of  service. 

When  practicable,  it  would  be  advan- 
tageotis  to  have  the  camps  large  enough 
for  a  brigade  or  division.  The  supply  of 
arms  and  other  accessories  of  the  general 
government  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  troops  actually  enlisted, 
organized,  and  efficient. 

Whatever  objection  may  be  offered  to 
the  expenditure  required  to  perfect  such  an 
organization  of  the  National  Guard  can 
be  met  by  the  simple  statement  of  the 
fact,  proved  so  often  in  our  own  history, 
that  our  habitual  economy  in  time  of 
peace  has  always  been  far  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  consequent  undu- 
ly heaA'v  cost  of  preparing  suddenly  for 
war.  When  we  have  a  Xational  Guard 
of  sufficient  strength,  well  armed  and 
equipped  for  service,  passably  disciplined, 
accustomed  to  use  their  weapons  and  to 
act  together,  instrticted  in  the  rudiments, 
at  least,  of  field  service — in  such  a  condi- 
tion, in  brief,  that  a  few  weeks'  service  in 
the  camp  and  field  will  convert  them  into 
respectable  soldiers,  we  shall  have  a  force 
not  only  quite  capable  of  crushing  out  in 
its  beginning  any  attempt  at  riot  or  intes- 
tine disturbance,  but  also  of  so  promptly 
and  efficiently  supporting  our  little  regular 
army  that  none  of  our  neighbors  will  be 
likely  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  us.  nor  will 
any  more  remote  power  dream  for  a  mo- 
ment of  endeavoring  to  efl'ect  a  landing 
upon  our  shores. 
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"  W^'ELL.  siili.  dat's  a  fac— dat's  wliat 
T  T  Marse  Georire  alays  said.  "Tis 
hard  to  spile  Cliristuias  anyways." 

The  speaker  was  "  Unc'  Edinburor,"  the 
driver  from  Wen-owooke,  where  I  was  go- 
ing- to  spend  Christinas:  tlie  time  was 
Cliristmas  Eve,  and  the  place  the  muddi- 
est road  in  eastern  Virginia— a  measure 
which,  I  feel  sure,  will  to  those  who  have 
any  experience  establish  its  claim  to  dis- 
tinction. 

A  half-hour  before,  he  had  met  me  at 
the  station,  the  queerest-looking,  ragged- 
est  old  darky  conceivable,  brandisliing  a 
cedai'-staif'ed  whip  of  enormous  propor- 
tions in  one  hand,  and  clutching  a  calico 
letter-bag  with  a  twisted  string  in  the  oth- 
er; and  wiih  the  exception  of  a  brief  in- 
terval of  temporary  suspici(jn  on  his  part, 
due  to  the  unfortunate  fact  that  my  lug- 
gage consisted  of  only  a  hand-satchel  in- 
stead of  a  trunk,  we  had  been  steadily 
progi'essing  in  mutual  esteem. 

"Dee's  a  boy  standin'  by  my  mules;  I 
got  de  ker  idge  heah  for  you."  had  been 
his  first  remark  on  my  making  myself 
known  to  him.  '*  Mistis  say  as  how  you 
might  bring  a  trunk.'' 

I  at  once  saw  my  danger,  and  muttered 
souiething  about  "a  short  visit,"  but  this 
only  made  matters  worse. 

"  Dee  don'  nobody  nuver  pay  .short  vis- 
its dyah,"  he  said,  decisively,  and  I  fell  to 
other  tactics. 

"You  couldn'  spile  Christmas  den  no- 
ways,' he  repeated,  reflectingly,  w^hile  his 
little  mules  trudged  knee-deep  through 
the  mud.  "Twuz  Christmas  den,  sho' 
'nough,"  he  added,  the  lires  of  memory 
smouldering,  and  then,  as  they  blazed  into 
sudden  llame,  he  asserted,  positively: 
"Dese  heah  free-issue  niggers  don'  know 
what  Christmas  is.  Hog  meat  an'  pop 
crackei's  don'  meek  Cliristmas.  Hit  tecks 
ole  times  to  meek  a  sho-'nough,  tyahin'- 
down  Christmas.  Gord  !  I's  seen  'em  ! 
But  de  wuss  Christmas  I  ever  seen  tunned 
out  de  best  in  de  een,"  he  added,  Avith 
sudden  warmth,  "an'  dat  wuz  de  Christ- 
mas me  an'  Marse  Geoi-ge  an'  Reveller  all 
got  drownded  down  at  Braxton's  Creek. 
You's  hearn  'bout  dat  ?" 

As  he  was  sitting  beside  me  in  solid  flesh 
and  blood,  and  looked  as  little  ethereal  in 
his  old  hat  and  x)atched  clothes  as  an  old 


oak  stump  would  have  done,  and  as  Colonel 
Staunton  had  made  a  world-wide  reputa- 
tion when  he  led  his  regiment  through  the 
Chickahominy  thickets  against  McClel- 
lan's  inti'enchments,  I  was  forced  to  con- 
fess that  I  had  never  been  so  favored,  but 
would  like  to  hear  about  it  now  ;  and  with 
a  hitch  of  the  lap  blanket  under  his  out- 
side knee,  and  a  supererogatory  jerk  of  the 
reins,  he  began  : 

"  Well,  you  know,  Marse  George  was  jes 
eighteen  when  he  went  to  college.  I  went 
wid  him.  'cause  me  an'  him  avuz  de  same 
age;  I  was  born  like  on  a  Sat'day  in  de 
Christmas,  an'  he  wuz  born  in  de  new  year 
on  a  Chuesday,  an'  my  mammy  nussed  us 
bofe  at  one  breast.  Dat's  de  rea.son  maybe 
huccome  we  took  so  to  one  nurr.  He  sut- 
ney  set  a  heap  o'  sto'  by  me;  an'  I  'ain' 
nuver  see  nobody  yit  wuz  good  lo  me  as 
Marse  George,'' 

The  old  fellow,  after  a  short  reverie,  went 
on : 

"Well,  we  growed  up  togerr,  jes  as  to 
say  two  stalks  in  one  hill.  We  cotch  ole 
hyahs  togerr,  an'  we  hunted  'possums  to- 
gerr, an'  'coons.  Lord  I  he  wuz  a  clin)ber  I 
I  'member  a  fight  he  had  one  night  up  in 
de  ve'y  top  of  a  big  poplar-tree  wid  a  'coon, 
whar  he  done  gone  up  after,  an'  he  flung 
he  hat  over  he  liead:  an'  do'  de  varmint 
leetle  mo'  tyah  him  all  to  pieces,  he  fotch 
him  down  dat  tree  'live;  an'  me  an'  him 
had  him  at  Christmas.  'Coon  meat  mighty 
good  when  dee  fat,  you  know  ?"' 

As  this  was  a  direct  request  foi*  my  judg- 
ment, I  did  not  have  the  moral  courage  to 
i-aise  an  issue,  although  my  views  on  the 
subject  of  'coon  meat  are  well  known  to 
my  family,  so  I  grunted  something  viiich 
I  doubt  not  he  took  for  assent,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded : 

"  Dee  warn'  nuttin  he  didn'  lead  de  row 
in  ;  he  wuz  de  bes'  swinnner  I  ever  see,  an' 
he  handled  a  skiff  same  as  a  fish  handle 
heself.  An'  I  wuz  wid  him  constant ;  whar- 
ever  you  see  Mai'se  George,  dyah  Edinburg 
sho,  jes  like  he  shadow.  So  twuz,  when 
he  went  to  de  university;  'twarn*  nuttin 
would  do  but  I  got  to  go  too.  Marster  he 
didn'  teck  much  to  de  notion,  but  Mai-se 
George  wouldn'  have  it  no  urr  w^ay,  an' 
co'se  mistis  she  teck  he  side.  So  I  went 
'long  as  he  body-servant  to  teck  keer  on 
hiiii  an'  help  meek  him  a  gcnt'man.      An' 
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he  T,  Liz,  too.  From  time  he  got  dyali  tell 
lie  come  'way  lie  wuz  de  head  man. 

"Dee  warn'  but  one  man  dyali  didii' 
com.plimeiit  him,  an*  dat  wuz  Mr.  Darker. 
But  he  warn'  nuttin!  not  dat  he  didn' 
come  o'  riglit  good  fambly — 'cep'  dee  pol- 
itics ;  but  he  wuz  sutney  pitted,  jes  like 
sometimes  you  see  a  Aveevly  runty  pig-  in 
a  right  good  litter.  Well,  Mr.  Darker  he 
aVays  'ginst  Marse  George ;  he  hate  me  an' 
him  bofe,  an'  he  sutney  act  mischeevous 
todes  us;  'cause  he  know  he  warn'  as  we 
all.  De  Staunton s  dee  wuz  de  popular- 
itiest  folks  in  Virginia;  an'  dee  wuz  high- 
larnt  besides.  So  when  Marse  George  run 
for  de  medal,  an'  wuz  to  meek  he  gret 
speech,  Mr.  Darker  he  speak  'ginst  him. 
Dat's  what  Marse  George  whip  him  "bout. 
'Ain'  nobody  nuver  told  you  'bout  dat  T' 

I  again  avowed  my  misfortune;  and  al- 
though it  manifestly  aroused  new  doubts, 
he  Avorked  it  off  on  the  mules,  and  once 
more  took  up  his  story: 

*'  Well,  you  know,  dee  had  been  sx:>eak- 
in'  'ginst  one  nurr  evy  Sat'dy  night;  an' 
ev'ybody  knowed  Marse  George  wuz  de 
bes'  speaker,  but  dee  give  him  one  mo'  sho', 
an'  dee  was  bofe  gwiue  spread  deeselves, 
an"  dee  wuz  two  urr  gent'mens  also  gwine 
speak.  An"  dat  night  when  Mr.  Darker 
got  uj)  lie  meek  sich  a  fine  s|oeech  ev"ybody 
wuz  s"prised;  an'  some  on  "em  say  Mr. 
Darker  done  beat  Marse  George.  But 
shuhl  I  know  better'n  dat;  an'  Marse 
George  face  look  so  curious;  but,  suh, 
when  he  riz  I  knowed  der  wuz  somen 
gwine  hap)pen— I  wuz  leanin'  in  de  winder. 
He  jes  step  out  in  front  an'  thro  wed  uj)  he 
head  like  a  horse  wid  a  rank  kyurb  on 
him,  an'  den  he  begin;  an'  twuz  jes  like 
de  river  when  hit  gits  out  he  bank.  He 
swep"  ev"ything.  Wlien  he  fust  open  he 
mouf  I  knowed  twuz  comin' :  he  face  wuz 
X)ale,  an"  he  wuds  tremble  like  a  fiddle- 
string,  but  he  eyes  wuz  blazin",  an"  in  a 
minute  he  wuz  jes  reshin\  He  voice  soun' 
like  a  bell ;  an'  he  jes  wallered  dat  turr 
man,  an'  wared  him  out;  an'  when  he  set 
down  dee  all  yelled  an'  hollered  so  you 
couldn"  heali  you"  ears.  Gent"mans,  twuz 
royal  I 

'  •  Den  dee  tuck  de  vote,  an"  Marse  George 
got  it  munanimous,  an'  dee  all  hollered 
agin,  all  "cep"  a  few  o"  Mr.  Darker  friends. 
An'  Mr.  Darker  he  wuz  de  second.  An" 
den  dee  broke  up.  An"  jes  den  Maree 
George  walked  tlioo  de  crowd  straight  up 
to  him,  an"  lookin"  him  right  in  de  eyes, 
says  to  him,    'You  stole  dat  speech  you 


made  to-night.'  Well,  suh,  you  ought  to 
"a  hearn  'em:  hit  soun"  like  a  mill-dam. 
You  couldn'  heah  nuttin  'cep'  roarin',  an' 
you  couldn'  see  nuttin  'cep*  shovin';  but, 
big  as  he  wuz,  Marse  George  beat  him :  an" 
when  dee  pull  him  off,  do'  he  face  wuz 
mighty  pale,  he  stan'  outbefo'  'em  all,  dem 
whar  wuz  'ginst  him,  an'  all,  an'  as  straight 
as  an  arrow,  an'  say :  '  Dat  speech  wuz 
written  an'  printed  years  ago  by  somebody 
or  nurr  in  Congress,  an'  this  man  stole  it; 
had  he  beat  me  only,  I  should  not  have 
said  one  word ;  but  as  he  has  beaten  others, 
I  shall  show"  him  up  I'  Gord,  suh,  he  voice 
wuz  clear  as  a  game  rooster.  I  sutney  wuz 
proud  on  him. 

' '  He  did  show  him  up.  too,  but  Mr.  Dark- 
er ain'  wait  to  see  it;  he  lef  dat  night. 
An'  Marse  George  he  wuz  de  popularest 
gent'man  at  dat  university.  He  could 
handle  dem  students  dyali  same  as  a  man 
handle  a  hoe. 

''Well,  twuz  de  next  Christmas  we  meet 
Miss  Charlotte  an"  Xancy.  Mr.  Braxton 
invite  we  all  to  go  down  to  spen"  Christ- 
mas wid  him  at  he  home.  An"  sich  a  time 
as  we  had ! 

"''  We  got  dyah  Christmas  Eve  night — 
dis  yevy  night  —  jes  befo"  supper,  an'  jes 
natclielly  froze  to  death,"'  he  pursued,  deal- 
ing in  his  wonted  hyperbole,  "  an' we  jes 
had  time  to  git  a  apx^le  toddy  or  two  when 
supper  was  ready,  an'  wud  come  dat  dee 
w^uz  waitin"  in  de  hall.  I  had  done  fix 
Marse  George  up  gorgeousome,  I  tell  you: 
an'  when  he  walked  down  dem  stairs  in  dat 
swaller-tail  coat,  an"  dem  paten'-leather 
pumps  on.  dee  warn  nay  one  dyah  could 
tetcli  him;  he  looked  like  he  own  'em  all. 
I  jes  rest  my  mind.  I  seen  him  when  he 
shake  hands  wid  'em  all  roun',  an"  I  say, 
'  Um-m-m  !  lie  got  'em.' 

'"But  lie  ain'  teck  noticement  o"  none 
mucli  tell  Miss  Charlotte  come.  She  didn' 
live  dyah.  had  jes  come  over  de  river  dat 
eveiiin"  from  her  home,  "bout  ten  miles  off. 
to  spen*  Christmas  like  we  all,  an*  she  come 
down  de  stairs  jes  as  Marse  George  finish 
shakin'  hands.  I  seen  he  eye  light  on  her 
as  she  come  down  de  steps  smilin'.  wid  her 
dim  blue  dress  trainin' behind  her,  an'  her 
little  blue  foots  peepin'  out  so  pretty,  an" 
holdin'  a  little  hankcher,  lookin"  like  a  spi- 
der-web, in  one  hand,  an"  a  gret  blue  fan  in 
turr,  spread  out  like  a  peacock  tail,  an"  jes 
her  roun'  arms  an'  tli"oat  white,  an'  her 
gret  dark  eyes  lightin'  up  her  face.  I  say. 
'Dyah  'tis!'  an'  when  de  ole  Cun*l  stan* 
aside  an'  iuterduce  *em.  an"  Marse  George 
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step  for'ard  an'  meek  he  ^rand  bow,  an' 
slie  sort  o'  swing  back  an'  gin  her  curtchy, 
wid  lier  dress  sort  o'  dammed  up  'ginst  lier, 
an'  lier  arms  so  white,  an'  her  face  sort  o' 
sunsetty,!  say, '  Yes,  Lord !  Edinburg,  dyah 
you  mistis.'  Marse  George  look  like  he 
th  i  nk  she  done  come  do  wnrightfromde  top 
o'  de  blue  sky  an'  bring  piece  on  it  wid  her. 
lie  ain'  nuvcr  took  he  e^^es  from  her  dat 
niglit.  Dee  glued  to  her,  mun  !  an'  she- 
well,  do'  she  mighty  rosy,  an'  look  mighty 
unconsai'ued,  she  sutney  ain'  bender  him. 
Hit  look  like  kyarn  nobody  else  tote  dat  fan 
an'  pick  up  dat  hankcher  skuzin  o'  him; 
an'  after  supper,  when  dee  all  playin'  blind- 
man 's-butt'  in  de  hall — I  don'  know  how 
twuz— but  do'  she  jes  as  nimble  as  a  filly, 
an'  her  ankle  jes  as  clean,  an'  she  kin  git 
up  her  dress  an'  dodge  out  de  way  o'  ev'y- 
body  else,  somehow  or  nurr  she  kyarn  help 
him  ketchin'  her  to  save  her  life;  he  al- 
ways got  her  corndered ;  an'  when  dee'd 
git  fur  apart,  dat  ain'  nuttin,  dee  jes  as 
sure  to  come  togerr  agin  as  water  is  whar 
you  done  run  you  hand  thoo.  An'  do' 
he  kiss  ev'ybody  else  under  de  mestletow, 
'cause  dee  be  sort  o'  cousins,  he  ain'  nuver 
kiss  her,  nor  nobody  else  nurr,  'cep'de  ole 
Cun'l.  I  wuz  standin'  down  at  de  een  de 
hall  wid  de  black  folks,  an'  I  notice  it'tic'- 
lar,  'cause  I  done  meek  de  'quaintance  o' 
Nancy;  she  wuz  Miss  Charlotte's  maid;  a 
mighty  likely  young  gal  she  wuz  den,  an' 
jes  as  impident  as  a  ily.  She  see  it  too, 
do'  she  am'  'low  it.  Fust  thing  I  know 
I  seen  a  mighty  likely  light-skinned  gal 
sLandin'  dyah  by  me,  wid  her  hyah  mos' 
straight  as  white  folks,  an'  a  mighty  good 
frock  on,  an'  a  clean  apron,  an'  her  hand 
mos'  like  a  lady,  only  it  brown,  an'  she 
keep  on  "vidin"  her  eyes  twix  m(>  an"  Miss 
Cliarlotte;  Avhen  I  watchin' Miss  Charlotte 
she  watchin'  mo.  an'  when  I  steal  my  eye 
I'oun'  on  iitr  slu^  noticin'  ^liss  Charlotte; 
an'  pi-esney  I  sort  o'  sidle  'longside  her, 
an'  I  say,  'Lady,  you  mighty  sprigbtly  to- 
il iglit.'  An'  siie  say,  she  'bleeged  to  Ix' 
spriglitly,  her  mistis  look  so  good;  an'  1 
ax  lior  whicli  one  twn/,  an'  slie  t<'ll  me. 
'Dat  queen  one  over  tlyah,'  an'  1  tell  her 
dee's  a  king  dyah  too,  she  got  her  eye  set 
for;  an'  when  I  say  her  mistis  tryin'  to  s(>t 
her  cap  for  Marse  George,  she  Ily  up.  an" 
say  slu^  an'  her  mistis  don'  have  to  set  dee 
cap  for  nobody;  drr  got  to  soi  dee  cap  an' 
all  dee  clo'es  for  dcin.  an"  den  (h^o  ain' 
gwine  cotch  'em,  'cause  dee  ain"  stud\  in 
'bout  no  up  country  folks  whar  dee  ain' 
nol)odv  know  nuttin  'bout. 


"Well,  dat  oudaciousness  so  aggrivate 
me,  I  lite  into  dat  nigger  right  dyah.  I 
tell  her  she  ain'  been  no  whar 'tall  ef  she  don' 
know  we  all ;  dat  we  wuz  de  bes'  of  qual- 
ity, de  ve'y  top  de  pot;  an'  den  I  tell  her 
'bout  how  gret  we  w^uz;  how  de  ker'idges 
wuz  al'ays  hitched  up  night  an'  day.  an' 
niggers  jes  thick  as  weeds;  an'  how  Unc' 
Torm  he  wared  he  swaller-tail  ev'y  day 
when  he  wait  on  de  table ;  an'  Marse  George 
he  won'  wyah  a  coat  mo'n  once  or  twice 
anyways,  to  save  you  life.  Oh!  I  sutney 
'stonish  dat  nigger,  'cause  I  wuz  teckin  up 
for  de  fambly,  an'  I  meek  out  like  dee  use 
gold  up  home  like  urr  folks  use  wood,  an' 
sow  silver  like  urr  folks  sow  wheat;  an' 
when  I  got  thoo  dee  wuz  all  on  'em  listen- 
in',  an'  she  'lowed  dat  Marse  George  he 
were  ve'y  good,  sho  'nough,  ef  twarn  for 
he  nigger;  but  I  ain'tarrifyin'  myself  none 
'bout  dat,  'cause  I  know  she  jes  projickin, 
an'  she  couldn'  help  bein'  im])ident  ef  you 
wuz  to  whup  de  frock  oif  her  back. 

"Jes  den  dee  struck  uj)  de  dance.  Dee 
had  wheel  de  pianer  out  in  de  hall,  an' 
somebody  say  Jack  Forester  had  come  'cross 
de  river,  an'  all  on  'em  say  dee  mus'  git 
Jack;  an'  presney  he  come  in  wid  he  fid- 
dle, grinnin'  an'  scrapin',  'cause  he  wuz  a 
notable  fiddler,  do'  I  don'  thinlv  he  wuz 
equal  to  we  all's  Tubal,  an'  I  know  he 
couldn'  fetch  Marse  George,  'cause  Marse 
George  wuz  a  natchel  fiddler,  jes  like  'coons 
is  natchel  pacers,  an'  mules  is  natchel  kick- 
ers. Howsomever,  he  sutney  jucked  a  jig 
sweet,  an'  when  he  shake  dat  bow  you 
couldn'  help  you  foot  switchin'a  leetle — 
not  ef  you  wuz  a  member  of  de  chutch. 
He  wuz  a  mighty  sinful  man.  Jack  wuz, 
an'  dat  fiddle  had  done  drawed  many  souls 
to  torment. 

"  Well,  in  a  minute  dee  wuz  all  flyin'.  an' 
.lac-k  he  wuz  rockin' like  boat  rockin'on  de 
water,  an"  he  face  right  shiny,  an'  lie  teef 
look  like  ear  o'  corn  he  got  in  he  mouf, 
an'  lie  big*  foot  set  'way  oul  k«'ei>in'  time, 
an'  Marse  George  he  wuz  in  de  lead  row 
dvah  too;  ev'y  chance  he  git  he  tunned 
;^liss  Cliaj-lotte--'i)etehel  motion,  right 
hand  acro.ss,  an' caulillower.  an' coquette — 
dee  coquette  plenty  o'  urrs,  but  1  notice  dee 
ain'  nuver  fail  to  tun  one  nun*,  an'  ev'y 
Inn  lie  gin  she  wrappin"  do  cliain  ronn' 
him;  once  when  dee  wuz  '])r(uninadin  all' 
down  we  all's  een  o' de  hall,  as  he  tunned 
hvv  somebody  step  on  her  dre.ss  an"  to"  it. 
1  heah  d(^  screech  o'de  silk,  an'  Nancy  say, 
■()  Lord:"  den  she  say,  'Nem  mine!  now- 
Ill  git  it!'  an"  dec  stop  for  a  minute  for 
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Marse  George  to  pin  it  up,  ivliile  turrers 
went  on,  an'  Marse  George  wuz  down  on 
he  knee,  an'  slie  look  down  on  liim  mighty 
sweet  out  her  eyes,  an'  say,  '  Hit  don'  meek 
no  difference,'  an'  he  glance  up  an'  cotch 
her  eye,  an',  jes  dout  a  wud,  he  tyah  a  gret 
piece  right  out  de  silk  an'  slipt  it  in  he 
bosom,  an' when  he  got  up,  he  say,  right 
low,  lookin'  in  her  eyes  right  deep,  'I  gwine 
wyah  dis  at  my  weddin','  an'  she  jes  look 
sweet  as  candy;  an'  ef  Nancy  ever  wyah 
dat  frock  I  ain'  see  it. 

"Den presney  dee  wuz  talkin'  'bout  stop- 
pin'.  De  ole  Cun'l  say  hit  time  to  have 
prars,  an'  dee  wuz  beggin'  him  to  w^ait  a 
leetle  while;  an'  Jack  Forester  lay  he  fid- 
dle down  nigh  Marse  George,  an'  he  picked 
'tup  an'  drawed  de  bow  'cross  it  jes  to  try 
it,  an'  den  jes  projickin'he  struck  datchune 
'bout  'You'll  ermember  me.'  He  hadn' 
mo'n  tetcli  de  string  when  you  could 
heah  a  pin  drop.  Marse  George  he  warn 
noticin',  an'  he  jes  lay  he  face  on  de 
fiddle,  wid  he  eyes  sort  o'  half  shet,  an* 
drawed  her  out  like  he'd  do  some  nights 
at  home  in  de  moonlight  on  de  gret  x^orch, 
tell  on  a  sudden  he  looked  up  an'  cotch 
Miss  Charlotte  eye  leanin'  for'ards  so  ear- 
nest, an'  all  on  'em  list'nin',  an'  he  stopt, 
an'  dee  all  clapt  dee  hands,  an'  he  sudney 
drapt  into  a  jig.  Jack  Forester  ain'  had  to 
play  no  mo'  dat  night;  even  de  ole  Cun'l 
ketched  de  fever,  an'  he  stept  out  in  de 
flo',  in  he  long-tail  coat  an'  high  collar, 
an'  knocked  'em  off  de  'Snow^-bud  on  de 
Ash-bank,'  an'  'Chicken  in  de  Bread-tray,' 
right  natchel.  Oh,  he  could  jes  plank  'em 
down ! 

"Oh,  dat  wuz  a  Christmas  like  you  been 
read  'bout !  An'  twuz  hard  to  tell  which 
gittin  cotch  most,  Marse  George  or  me, 
'cause  dat  nigger  she  jes  as  confusin'  as 
Miss  Charlotte.  An'  she  sutney  wuz  sp'ilt 
dem  days ;  ev'y  nigger  on  dat  place  got  he 
eye  on  her,  an'  she  jes  as  oudacious  an' 
aggrivatin  as  jes  womens  kin  be.  Dees 
monsus  'ceivin'  critters,  womens  is,  jes  as 
onreliable  as  de  hind-leg  of  a  mule ;  a  man 
got  to  watch  'em  all  de  time;  you  kyarn 
break  'em  like  you  kin  horses.  Now  dat 
off  mule  dyah"  (indicating,  by  a  lazy  but 
not  light  lash  of  his  whip  the  one  selected 
for  his  illustration),  "dee  ain'  no  countin' 
on  her  at  all ;  she  go  'long  all  day,  or  may- 
be a  week,  jes  dat  easy  an'  sociable,  an'  fust 
thing  you  know  you  ain'  know  nuttin,  she 
done  knock  you  brains  out;  dee  ain'  no 
'pendence  to  be  placed  in  'em  'tall,  suh ; 
she  jes  as  sweet  as  a  kiss  one  minute,  an' 


next  time  she  come  out  de  house  she  got 
her  head  up  in  de  air,  an'  her  ears  backed, 
an'  goin'  ''long  switchin'  herself  like  I  ain' 
good  'nough  for  her  to  walk  on. 

"  '  Fox-huntin's?'  oh,  yes,  suh,  ev'y  day 
mos';  an'  when  Marse  George  didn'  git  de 
tail,  twuz  'cause  twuz  a  bob-tail  fox — you 
heah  me!  He  play  de  fiddle  for  he  pas- 
time, but  he  fotched  up  in  de  saddle— dat 
he  cradle. 

"  De  fust  day  dee  went  out  I  heah  Nancy 
quoilin  'bout  de  tail  lay  in'  on  Miss  Char- 
lotte dressin'-table  gittin'  hyahs  over  ev'y- 
thing. 

"One  day  de  ladies  went  out  too,  Miss 
Charlotte  'mongst'em,  on  Miss  Lucy  gray 
myall  Switchity,  an'  Marse  George  he  rid 
Mr.  Braxton's  chestnut  Willful.     Well, 
suh,  he  stick  so  close  to  dat  gray  my  ah,  he 
leetle  mo'  los'  dat  fox ;  but,  Lord !  he  know 
what  he  'bout  —  he  monsus  'ceivin'  'bout 
dat !— he  know  de  way  de  fox  gwine  jes  as 
w^ell  as  he  know  heself ;  an'  all  de  time  he 
leadin'  Miss  Charlotte  whar  she  kin  heah 
de  music,  but  he  watchin'  him  too,  jes  as 
narrow  as  a  ole  hound.     So,  v^^hen  de  fox 
tun  de  head  o'  de  creek,  Marse  George  had 
Miss  Charlotte  on  de  aidge  o'  de  flat,  an' 
he  de  fust  man  see  de  fox  tun  down  on 
turr  side  wid  de  hounds  right  rank  after 
him.     Dat  sort  o'  set  him  back,  'cause  by 
rights  de  fox  ought  to  'a  double  an'  come 
back  dis  side ;  he  kyarn  git  out  dat  way, 
an'  two  or  three  gent'mens  dee  had  see  it 
too,  an'  wuz  jes  layin'  de  horses  to  de  groun' 
to  git  roun'  fust,  'cause  de  creek  wuz  heap 
too  wide  to  jump,  an'  wuz  'way  over  you 
head, an'  hit  cold  asClnistmas,  sho  'nough  ; 
well,  suh,  when  dee  tunned,  Mr.  Clarke  he 
wuz  in  de  lead  (he  wuz  ridin'  for  Miss  Char- 
lotte too),  an'  hit  fyah  set  Marse  George 
on  fire;  he  ain'  said  but  one  wud,  'Wait,' 
an'  jes  set  de  chestnut's  head  straight  for 
de  creek,  wiiar  de  fox  comin'  wid  he  tail 
up  on  he  back,  an'  de  dog's  ravlin  mos'  on 
him.     De   ladies   screamed,  an'  some  de 
gent'mens  hollered  for  him  to  come  back, 
but  he  ain'  mind;  he  went  'cross  dat  flat 
like  a  wild-duck;   an'  Avhen  he  retch  de 
water  he  horse  try  to  flinch,  but  dat  hand 
on  de  bridle,  an'  dem  rowels  in  he  side,  an' 
he  'bleeged  to  teck  it.     Lord,  suh,  sicli  a 
screech  as  dee  set  up!     But  he  wuz  swim- 
min'  for  life,  an'  he  wuz  up  de  bank  an'  in 
de  middle  o'  de  dogs  time  dee  tetched  ole 
Gray  Jacket ;  an'  when  Mr.  Clarke  got  dyah 
Marse  George  wuz  stan'in'  holdin'  up  de 
tail  for  Miss  Charlotte  to  see,  turrer  side  de 
creek,  an'  de  hounds  wuz  wallerin'  all  over 
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de  body,  an'  I  don'  tliink  ^Ir.  Clarice  d(>ne 
got  np  wid  'em  yit. 

"lie  cotcli  de  fox,  an'  lie  cotcli  souie'n' 
else  besides,  in  my  'pinion,  "cause  when  de 
ladies  went  upstairs  dat  night  Miss  Cliar- 
lotte  had  to  w^ait  on  de  steps  for  a  glass  o' 
water,  an' couldn'  nobody  git  it  but  Marse 
George;  an'  den  when  she  tell  him  good- 
nigiit  over  de  banisters,  he  couldn'  say  it 
good  enough ;  he  got  to  kiss  her  hand ;  an' 
she  ain'do  nuttin  but  jes  peep  upstairs  ef 
anybody  dyah  lookin' ;  an'  when  I  come 
thoo  de  do'  she  juck  her  hand  'way  an'  ran 
upstairs  jes  as  farst  as  she  could.  Marse 
George  look  at  me  sort  o'  laugh  in',  an'  say : 
'  Confound  j'ou  I  Nancy  couldn'  been  very 
good  to  you.'  An' I  say,  'Shele'mesquench 
my  thirst  kissin'  her  hand';  an'  he  sort  o' 
laugh  an' tell  me  to  keep  my  mouf  shet. 

"  But  dat  ain'  de  on'y  time  I  come  on 
'em.  Dee  al'ays  gittin'  corndered;  an'  de 
evenin'  befo'  we  come 'way  I  wuz  gwine  in 
thoo  de  conservity,  an'  dyah  dee  wuz  sort 
o'  hide 'way.  Miss  Charlotte  she  wuz  set- 
tin'  down,  an'  Marse  George  he  wuz  lean- 
in'  over  her,  got  her  hand  to  he  face,  talk- 
in'  right  low  an'  lookin'  right  sweet,  an' 
she  ain' say  nuttin;  an'  presney  he  dropt 
on  one  knee  by  her,  an'  slip  he  arm  rouii' 
her,  an'  try  to  look  in  her  eyes,  an'  she  so 
'shamed  to  look  at  him  she  got  to  hide  her 
face  on  he  shoulder,  an'  I  slipt  out. 

"We  come  'way  next  mornin'.  When 
marster  heah  'bout  it  he  didn'  teck  to  de 
notion  at  all,  'cause  her  pa — dat  is,  he 
warn'  her  own  pa,  'cause  he  had  married 
lier  ma  when  she  wuz  a  widder  after  Miss 
Charlotte  pa  died,  an'  he  i)olitics  warn' 
same  as  ourn.  '  Why,  you  kin  never 
stand  him,  suh,'  he  said  to  Marse  George. 
'  We  won't  mix  any  mo'n  fire  and  water; 
you  ought  to  have  found  that  out  at  col- 
lege; dat  fellow  Darker  is  his  son.' 

' '  Marse  George  he  say  he  know  dat ; 
but  he  on'y  de  step-brurr  of  de  young  lad^^, 
an'  ain'  got  a  drap  o'  her  blood  in  he  veins, 
an'  he  didn'  know  it  Avhen  he  meet  her,  an' 
anyhow  hit  wouldn'  meek  any  diffence; 
an'  when  de  mistis  see  how  sot  Marse 
George  is  on  it  she  teck  he  side,  an'  dat  fix 
it ;  'cause  when  ole  mistis  warn  marster 
to  do  a  thing,  hit  jes  good  as  done.  I  don' 
keer  how  much  he  rar  roun'  an'  say  he 
ain'  gwine  do  it,  you  jes  well  go  'long  an' 
put  on  you  hat ;  you  gwine  see  him  presney 
doin'  it  jes  peaceable  as  a  lamb.  She  tun 
him  jes  like  she  got  bridle  on  him,  an'  he 
ain'  nuver  know  it. 

"So  she  got  him  jes  straight  as  a  string. 


An'  when  de  time  come  for  Marse  George 
to  go,  marster  he  mo'  consarned  "bout  it  'n 
Marse  George;  he  ain'  say  nuttin  "bout  it 
befo",  but  now  he  walkin"  roun'  an'  roun' 
axin  mistis  mo'  questions  "bout  he  does 
an'  he  hoi-se  an'  all ;  an"  dat  mornin"  he  gi' 
him  he  two  Sunday  razoi*s,  an"  gi"  me  a 
pyah  o"  boots  an'  a  beaver  hat,  'cau.se  I  wuz 
gwine  wid  him  to  kyar  he  portmanteau,  an' 
git  he  shavin'  water,  sence  marster  say  ef 
he  wuz  gwine  marry  a  Locofoco,  he  at  least 
mu.st  go  like  a  gent"man  ;  an'  me  an'  Mar.se 
George  had  done  settle  it  "twixt  us,  'cause 
we  aVays  set  bofe  we  traps  on  de  same  hyah 
parf. 

"Well,  we  got  "em,  an"  when  I  ax  dat 
gal  out  on  de  wood-pile  dat  night,  she  say 
bein'  as  her  mi.stis  gwine  own  me,  an'  we 
bbfe  got  to  be  in  de  same  estate,  she  reckon 
she  ain'  nuver  gwine  to  be  able  to  git  shet 
o'  me;  an'  den  I  clamp  her.  Oh,  she  wuz 
a  beaut^M"' 

A  gesture  and  gulfaw  completed  the  re- 
cital of  his  conquest. 

"Yes,  suh,  we  got  'em  sho!"  he  said, 
presently.  "Dee  couldn' persist  us;  we 
crowd  'em  into  de  fence  an'  run  'em  off 
dee  foots. 

"Den  come  de  'gagement;  an'  ev'y  thing 
wuz  smooth  as  silk.  Marse  George  an'  me 
wuz  rid  in'  over  dyah  constant,  on'y  we 
nuver  did  git  over  bein'  skeered  when  we 
wuz  ridin'  up  dat  turpentine  road  facin'  all 
dem  winders.  Hit  'pear  like  ev'ybody  in 
de  wuU  'mos'  wuz  lookin'  at  us, 

"  One  evenin'  Marse  George  say,  'Edin- 
burg,  d'you  ever  see  as  man}'  winders  p'int- 
in'  one  way  in  you'  life?  When  I  git  a 
house,'  he  say,  'I  gwine  have  all  de  win- 
ders lookin'  turr  way.'  But  dat  evenin', 
when  I  see  Miss  Charlotte  come  walkin' 
out  de  gret  parlor  wid  her  hyah  sort  q' 
rumpled  over  her  face,  an'  some  yaller 
roses  on  her  bres,  an'  her  gret  eyes  so  soft 
an'  sweet,  an'  Marse  George  walkin'  'long 
hinst  her,  so  peaceable,  like  she  got  chain 
roun'  him,  I  say,  'Winders  ain'  nuttin.' 
Oh,  twuz  jes  like  holiday  all  de  time !  An' 
den  Miss  Charlotte  come  over  to  see  mistis, 
an'  of  co'se  she  bring  her  maid  Avid  her, 
'cause  she  'bleeged  to  have  her  maid,  you 
know,  an'  dat  wuz  de  bes'  of  all.  Dat  even- 
in',  'bout  sunset,  dee  come  drivin'  up  in 
de  big  keridge,  wid  dee  gret  hyah  trunk 
stropped  on  de  seat  behind,  an'  Nancy  she 
settin'  by  Billy,  an'  Marse  George  settin'  in- 
side by  he  rose-bud,  'cause  he  had  done  gone 
down  to  bring  her  up ;  an'  marster  he  done 
been  drest  in  he  blue  coat  an'  yallow  west- 
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ket  ever  sence  dinner,  an'  walkin'  roun', 
watcliin'  up  cle  road  all  de  time,  an'  tellin' 
de  niistis  lie  reckon  dee  ain'  comin',  an'  ole 
rnistis  she  try  to  pacify  liim,  an'  she  come 
out  presney  drest,  an'  rustlin'  in  her  stiff 
black  silk  an'  all,  an'  when  de  ker'idge 
come  in  sig-ht,  ev'ybody  wuz  runnin' ;  an' 
when  dee  draw  up  to  de  do',  Marse  George 
he  help  her  out  an'  'duce  her  to  marster  an' 
ole  mistis;  an'  marster  he  start  to  meek 
her  a  g-ret  bow,  an'  she  jes  put  up  her  mouf 
like  a  little  gal  to  be  kissed,  an'  dat  got 
him .  An'  mistis  teck  her  right  in  her  arms 
an'  kiss  her  twice,  an'  de  servants  dee  wuz 
all  x>eepin'  an'  grinnin'.  Ev'ywhar  you 
tun  you  see  a  nigger  teef,  'cause  dee  all 
w^arn  see  de  young  mistis  whar  good 
'nough  for  Marse  George.  Dee  ain'  gwine 
be  married  tell  de  next  fall,  'count  o'  Miss 
Charlotte  bein'  so' young;  but  she  jes  good 
as  b'longst  to  we  all  now ;  an'  ole  marster 
an'  mistis  dee  jes  as  much  in  love  wud  her 
as  Marse  George.  Hi !  dee  warn  pull  de 
house  down  an'  buil'  it  over  for  her!  An' 
ev'y  han'  on  de  place  he  peepin'  to  try  to 
git  a  look  at  he  young  mistis  whar  he 
gwine  blongst  to.  One  evenin'  dee  all  on 
'em  come  roun'  de  porch  an'  send  for  Marse 
George,  an'  when  he  come  out,  Charley 
Brown  (he  always  de  speaker,  'cause  he  got 
so  much  mouf,  kin  talk  pretty  as  white 
folks),  he  say  dee  warn  interduce  to  de 
young  mistis,  an'  i^ay  dee  bespects  Lo  her; 
an'  presney  Marse  George  lead  her  out  on 
de  porch  laughin'  at  her,  wid  her  face  jes 
rosy  as  a  wine-sap  apple,  an'  she  meek  'em 
a  beautiful  bow,  an'  speak  to  'em  ev'y  one, 
Marse  George  namin'  de  names ;  an'  Char- 
ley Brown  he  meek  her  a  pretty  speech, 
an'  tell  her  we  mighty  proud  to  own  her; 
an'  one  o'  dem  impident  gals  ax  her  to  gin 
her  dat  white  frock  when  she  git  married ; 
an'  when  slie  say,  '  Well,  w^iat  am  I  goin' 
wxah  V  Sally  say,  '  Lord,  honey,  Marse 
George  gwine  dress  you  in  pure  gol' !'  an' 
she  look  up  at  him  wid  sparks  fiashin'  out 
her  eyes,  while  he  look  like  dat  ain'  good 
'nough  for  her.  An'  so  twuz,  when  she 
went  'way,  Sally  Marshall  got  dat  frock, 
an'  proud  on  it  I  tell  you. 

"Oh  yes;  he  sutney  mindin'  her  ten- 
der. Hi !  when  she  go  to  ride  in  evenin' 
w^id  him,  de  ain'  no  horse-block  good 
'nough  for  her  !  Marse  George  got  to 
have  her  step  in  he  hand ;  an'  when  dee 
out  walkin'  he  got  de  umbreller  holdin'  't 
over  her  all  de  time,  he  so  feared  de  sun 
'11  kiss  her;  an'  dee  walk  so  slow  down 
dem  walks  in  de  shade  you  got  to  sight 


'em  by  a  tree  to  tell  ef  dee  movin'  'tall. 
She  use'  to  look  like  she  used  to  it  too,  I 
tell  you,  'cause  she  wuz  quality,  one  de 
white-skinned  ones;  an'  she'd  set  in  dem 
big  cheers,  wid  her  little  foots  on  de  cricket 
whar  Marse  George  al'ays  set  for  her,  he 
so  feared  dee'd  tetch  de  groun',  jes  like  she 
on  her  throne;  an'  ole  marster  he'd  watch 
her  'mos'  edmirin  as  Marse  George ;  an' 
when  she  went  'way  hit  sutney  Avas  lone- 
some. Hit  look  like  daylight  gone  wid 
her.  I  don'  know  which  I  miss  mos',  Miss 
Charlotte  or  Nancy. 

"Den  Marse  George  was  'lected  to  de 
Legislature,  an'  ole  Jedge  Darker  run.  for 
de  Senator,  an'  Marse  George  vote  gin  him 
an'  beat  him.  An'  dat  commence  de  fuss; 
an'  den  dat  man  gi'  me  de  whuppin,  an' 
dat  breck  'tup  an'  breck  he  heart. 

"You  see,  after  Marse  George  wuz  'lect- 
ed ('lections  wuz  'lections  dem  days;  dee 
warn'  no  bait-gode  'lections,  wid  ev'y  sort 
o'  worms  squirmin'  up  'ginst  one  nurr,  wid 
piece  o'  paper  d'  ain'  know  what  on,  drap- 
pin'  in  a  chink;  didn'  nuttin  but  gent'- 
mens  vote  den,  an'  dee  took  dee  dram,  an' 
vote  out  loud,  like  gent'raens) — well,  ar- 
ter  Marse  George  w^uz  'lected,  de  parties 
wuz  jes  as  even  balanced  as  stilyuds,  an' 
wen  dee  ax  Marse  George  who  wuz  to  be 
de  Senator,  he  vote  for  de  Whig,  'ginst  de 
ole  jedge,  an'  dat  beat  him,  of  co'se.  An' 
dee  ain'  got  sense  to  know  he  'bleeged  to 
vote  wid  he  politics.  Dat  he  sprinciple ; 
he  kyarn  vote  for  Locofoco,  I  don'  keer  ef 
he  is  Miss  Charlotte  pa,  much  less  her  step- 
pa.  Of  co'se  de  ole  jedge  ain'  speak  to 
him  arter  dat,  nur  is  Marse  George  ax 
him  to.  But  who  dat  gwine  s'pose  wo- 
men-folks got  to  put  dee  mouf  in  too? 
Miss  Charlotte  she  write  Marse  George  a 
letter  dat  pester  him  mightily;  he  set  up 
all  night  answerin'  dat  letter,  an'  he 
mighty  solemn,  I  tell  you.  An'  I  wuz  git- 
tin'  right  grewsome  myself,'  cause  I  study- 
in'  'bout  dat  gal  down  dyah  whar  I  done 
gi'  my  wud  to,  an'  when  dee  ain'  no  letters 
come  torectly  hit  hard  to  tell  wiiich  one 
de  anxiouser,  me  or  Marse  George.  Den 
presney  I  so  'straughted  'long  o'  it  I  ax 
Aunt  Haly  'bouten  it:  she  know  all  sich 
things,  'cause  she  'mos'  a  hunderd  years 
ole,  an'  seed  evil  sperits,  an'  got  skoripins 
up  her  chimney,  an'  knowed  cunjure ;  an' 
she  ax  me  what  wuz  de  signication,  an'  I 
tell  her  I  ain'  able  nuther  to  eat  nor  to 
sleep,  an'  dat  gal  come  foolin'  'long  me 
when  I  sleep  jes  like  as  natchel  as  ef  I  see 
her  slio  'nough.     An'  she  say  I  done  con- 
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jured;  dat  de  gal  done  tricked  me.  Oli, 
Gord!  dat  skeered  nie.  You  white  folks, 
marster,  don'  brieve  nuttin  like  dat;  y'  all 
got  too  much  sense,  'cause  y'  all  kin  read  ; 
but  niggers  dee  aiu'  know  no  better,  an'  I 
sutney  wuz  skeered,  'cause  Aunt  Haly  say 
my  coflin  done  seasoned,  de  ])lanks  up  de 
chimney.  Well,  I  got  so  bad  Marse  George 
ax  me  'bout  it,  an'  he  sort  o'  laugh  an'  sort 
o'  cuss,  an'  he  tell  Aunt  Haly  ef  she  don' 
stop  dat  foolishness  skeerin'  me  he'll  sell 
her  an'  tcah  her  ole  skoripin  house  down. 
Well,  co'se  he  jes  talkin',  an'  he  ax  me  next 
day  how'd  I  like  to  go  an'  see  my  sweet- 
heart. Gord !  suh,  I  got  well  torectly.  So 
I  set  off  next  even  in',  feel  in'  jes  big  as  ole 
marster,  wid  my  pass  in  my  pocket,  whicli 
I  warn'  to  show  nobody  'douten  I  'bleeged 
to,  'cause  Marse  George  didn'  Avarn  no- 
body to  know  he  le'  me  go.  An'  den  dat 
rascallion  teck  de  shut  off  my  back.  But 
ef  Marse  George  didn'  pay  him  de  wuth 
o'iti 

"I  done  git  "long  so  good,  too.  When 
Nancy  see  me  she  sutney  was  'stonished. 
She  come  roun'  de  cornder  in  de  back  yard 
Avhar  I  settin'  in  Nat's  do'  (lie  wuz  de  gar- 
dener) Avid  her  hyah  all  done  untwist,  an' 
breshed  out  mighty  line,  an'  a  clean  ap'on 
wid  fringe  on  it,  meckin'  out  she  so  s'prised 
to  see  me  (whar  wuz  all  a  lie,  'cause  some 
on  'em  done  notify  her  I  dyah),  an'  she  sa}^ 
'  HI  I  what  dis  black  nigger  doin'  heah  ?' 

v  An'  I  say,  'Who  you  callin'  nigger, 
you  iuipideut  kercumber-faced  thing  you?' 
ben  Ave  shake  hands,  an'  I  tell  her  Marse 
George  done  set  me  free— dat  I  done  buy 
mvself ;  dat's  de  lie  I  done  lay  off  to  tell 
her. 

"An'  when  I  tole  her  dat.  she  l)ust  out 
laughin',  an'  say,  Avell,  I  better  go  'long 
'way,  den,  dat  she  don'  warn  no  free  nig- 
ger to  be  comp'ny  f(n'  Ik  r.  Dat  sort  o'  set 
me  back,  an'  1  tell  her  she  kickin'  "fo'  she 
spurr(Hl,  dat  I  ain'  g(H  her  in  my  mine;  I 
got  a  nin-r  gal  at  home  whar  grieviu'  "bout 
me  dat  ve'y  minute.  An'  after  I  tell  her 
all  sich  lies  as  dat,  presney  she  ax  me  ain' 
I  hongry;  an'  ef  dat  nigger  didn'  git  her 
mauun y  to  gi'  me  de  bes'  su])ter !  Unmi-m  ! 
I  kin  'mos'  tas'e  it  now.  Wheat  bread  off 
de  table,  an'  zerves,  an'  fat  l)acoii,  tell  I 
(•(Mildn'  'a  ])ut  a  nurr  moutVul  nowliar 
sepn'  I'd  teck  my  hat.  l>at  night  I  tote 
Nancy  water  for  her,  an'  I  tell  her  all 
'bout  ev'y thing,  an'  she  jes  sweet  as  lioney. 
Next  mornin'.do'.  she  done  sort  «>"  tunned 
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Avhen  she  see  me  she  'gin  to  'buse  me — say 
I  jes  tryin'  to  fool  her,  an'  all  de  time  got 
nurr  Avife  at  home,  or  gittin'  ready  to  git 
one,  for  all  she  know,  an'  she  ain'  know 
Avherr  Marse  George  ain'  jes  'ceivin'  as  I 
is;   an'  nem  mine,  she   got  ])lenty  Avarn 
marry  her;  an'  as  to  Miss  Charlotte,  she 
got  de  Avhole  avuH  ;  Mr.  Darker  he  ain' 
got  nobody  in  he  Avay  now,  dat  he  deali 
all  de  time,  an'  ain'  gwine  West  no  mo'. 
Well,  dat  aggrivate  me  so  I  tell  her  ef  she 
say  dat  'bout  Marse  George  I  gwine  knock 
her;  an'  wid  dat  she  got  so  oudacious  I 
meek  out  I  gwine  'way,  an'  lef  her,  an' 
went  up  todes  de  barn;  an'  up  dyah,  fust 
thing  I  know,  I  come  across  dat  ar  man 
Mr.  Darker.     Soon  as  he  see  me  he  begin 
to  cuss  me,  an'  he  ax  me  Avhat  I  doin'  on 
dat  land,  an'  I  tell  him  nuttin.     An'  he 
say,  well,  he  gwine  to  g"i'  me  some'n;  he 
gwine  teach  me  to  come  prowlin'  round 
gent'men's  houses.     An'  he  meek  me  go 
in  de  barn  an'  teck  off  my  shut,  an'  he  beat 
me  Avid  he  an  hup  tell  de  blood  run  out  my 
back.     He  sutney  did  beat  me  scandalous, 
'cause  he  done  hate  me  an'  Marse  George 
eA^er  since  we  wuz  at  college  togurr.     An' 
den  he  say:    'Now  you  git  right  off  dis 
land.      Ef  either  you  or  \x)u  marster  ever 
put  you  foot  on  it,  you'll  git  de  same  thing 
agin.'     An'  I  tell  you,  Edinburg  he  come 
'way,  'cause  he  sutney  had  Avorry  me.      I 
ain'  stop  to  see  Nancy  or  nobody;  I  jes 
come  'long,  shakin'  de  dust,  I  tell   you. 
An'  as  I  come  'long  de  road  I  pa.ss  Miss 
Charlotte  walkin'  on  de  lawn  by  herself, 
an'  she  call  me :   '  Why.  hi !  ain"  dat  Edin- 
burg f 

'*  She  look  so  sweet,  an'  her  voice  soun' 
so  cool,  I  say,  '  Yes'm  ;  how  you  do. 
missis:''  An"  she  say,  she  ve"y  Avell,  an' 
how  I  been,  an'  whar  I  gwine  ?  I  tell  her 
I  ain'  feelin'  so  Avell,  dat  I  gwine  home. 
'  Hi  I'  she  say,  '  is  anybody  treat  you  bad  V 
An'Itellhrr,  *Yes'm.'  An"  she  say.  'Oh! 
Nancy  don'  mean  nuttin  by  dat;  dat  you 
mus"nmine  what  womenssay  an"do.  'cause 
dee  feel  sorry  for  it  next  minute;  an"  some- 
times dee  kyarn  help  it,  or  maybe  hit  you 
fault;  an'. anyhow,  you  ought  to  l)e  willin' 
to  overlook  it;  an"  I  better  go  back  an'  wait 
till  tomorrow— ef—ef  I  ain'  "bleeged  to  git 
home  to  day.' 

*'  She  got  mighty  mixed  up  in  i]o  wu  ]iart 
o'  dat.  an"  she  looked  mighty  anxicHis 'l)()ut 
me  an'  Nancy:  an"  I  tell  her,^  'Norni,  I 
'bleeged  to  git  home.' 

"Well,  when  I  cfot  home  Marse  George 
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mig'lity  iSick — dat  man  done  beat  me  so; 
an'  he  ax  me  what  de  marter,  an'  I  upped 
an'  tell  him. 

"Gord!  I  nuver  see  a  man  in  sicli  a 
rage.  He  call  me  in  de  oilice  an'  meek 
me  teck  off  my  shut,  an'  he  fyah  bust  out 
cry  in'.  He  walked  up  an'  down  dat  office 
like  a  cag-ed  lion.  Ef  he  had  got  lie  hand 
on  Mr.  Darker  den,  he'd  'a  kilt  him,  sho! 

"  He  wuz  most  'stracted.  I  don'  know 
Avhat  he'd  been  ef  I'd  tell  him  what  Nancy 
tell  me.  He  call  for  Peter  to  git  he  horse 
to  recti  y,  an'  he  tell  me  to  go  an'  git  some'n' 
from  mammy  to  put  on  my  back,  an'  to  go 
to  bed  torectly,  an'  not  to  say  nuttin  to  no- 
body, but  to  tell  he  pa  he'd  be  away  for 
two  days,  maybe ;  an'  den  he  got  on  Reveller 
an'  galloped  'way  hard  as  he  could  wid  he 
jaw  set  farst,  an'  he  heaviest  whip  clamped 
in  he  hand.  Gord!  I  wuz  most  hopin'  he 
wouldn'  meet  dat  man,  'cause  I  feared  ef 
he  did  he'd  kill  him;  an'  he  would,  sho, 
ef  he  had  meet  him  right  den  ;  dee  say  he 
leetle  mo'  did  when  he  fine  him  next  day, 
an'  he  had  done  been  ridin'  den  all  night; 
he  cotch  him  at  a  sto'  on  de  road,  an'  dee 
say  he  leetle  mo'  cut  him  all  to  pieces;  he 
d rawed  a  weepin  on  him,  but  Marse  George 
wrench  it  out  he  hand  an'  fLung  it  over  de 
fence;  an'  when  dee  got  him  'way  he  had 
Aveared  he  whup  out  on  him ;  an'  he  got 
dem  whelps  on  him  now,  ef  he  ain'  dead. 
Yes,  suh,  he  ain'  let  nobody  else  do  dat  he 
ain'  do  heself,  sho  I 

' '  Dat  done  de  business !  He  sont  Marse 
George  a  challenge,  but  Marse  George  sont 
him  wud  he'll  cowhide  him  agin  ef  he  ever 
heah  any  mo'  from  him ,  an'  he  'ai  n't.  Dat 
perrify  him,  so  he  shet  he  mouf.  Den 
come  he  ring  an'  all  he  pictures  an'  things 
back — a  gret  box  on  'em,  and  not  a  w^ud 
wid  'em.  Marse  George,  I  think  he  know'd 
dee  wuz  comin',  but  dat  ain'  keep  it  from 
huttin  him,  'cause  he  done  been  'gaged  to 
Miss  Charlotte,  an'  got  he  mine  riveted  to 
her;  an'  do'  befo'  dat  dee  had  stop  writin', 
an'  a  riff  done  git  'twixt  'em,  he  ain'  satis- 
fied in  he  mine  dat  she  ain't  gwine  'polo- 
gizee — I  know  by  Nancy;  but  now  he  got 
de  confirmation  dat  he  done  for  good,  an' 
dat  de  gret  gulf  fixed  'twix  him  an'  Abra- 
ham bosom.  An',  Gord,  suh,  twuz  tor- 
ment, sho  'nough!  He  ain'  say  nuttin 
'bout  it,  but  I  see  de  light  done  pass  from 
him,  an'  de  darkness  done  wrap  him  up  in 
it.  In  a  leetle  while  you  wouldn'  'a  knowed 
him.    Den  ole  mistis  died.    B'lieve  me.  ole 
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to  buy  Nancy  for  me,  so  I  find  out  arter- 
ward,  an'  write  Jedge  Darker  he'll  pay 
him  anything  he'll  ax  for  her,  but  he  let- 
ter wuz  sont  back  'dout  any  answer.      He 
sutney  was   mad  'bout   it  —  he  say  he'd 
horsewhip  him  as  Marse  George  did  dat 
urr  young  puppy,  but  ole  mistis  wouldn' 
le'  him  do  nuttin,  and  den  he  grieve  heself 
to  death.     You  see  he  mighty  ole,  any- 
ways.     He   nuver    got   over    ole    mistis 
death.     She  had  been  failin'  a  long  time, 
an'  he  ain'  tarry  long  'hinst  her;  hit  sort 
o'  like  breckin  up  a  holler — de  ole  'coon 
goes  'way  soon  arter  dat  ;   an'   marster 
nuver  could  pin  he  own  collar  or  buckle 
he  own  stock — mistis  she  al'ays  do  dat ;  an' 
do'  Marse  George  do  de  bes'  he  kin,  an' 
mighty  willin',  he  kyarn  handle  pin  like  a 
woman;   he  hand  tremble  like  a  p'inter 
dog;  an'  anyways  he  ain'  ole  mistis.     So 
ole  marster  foller  her  dat  next  fall,  when 
dee  wuz  gittin  in  de  corn,  an'  Marse  George 
he  ain'  got  nobody  in  de  wull  left;  he  all 
alone  in  dat  gret  house,  an'  I  wonder  some- 
times he  ain'  die  too,  'cause  he  sutney  wuz 
fond  o'  ole  marster.     When  ole  mistis  avuz 
dyin'  she  tell  him  to  be  good  to  ole  mars- 
ter, an'  patient  wid  him,  'cause  he  ain'  got 
nobody  but  him  now  (ole  marster  he  had 
jes  step  out  de  room  to  cr}^) ;  an'  Marse 
George  he  lean  over  her  an'  kiss  her  an' 
promise  her  faithful  he  would.     An'  he 
sutney  wuz  tender  wid  him  as  a  woman  ; 
an'  when  ole  marster  die  he  set  by  him  an' 
hoi'  he  hand  an'  kiss  him  sorf,  like  he  wuz 
ole   mistis.      But,  Gord!   twuz   lonesome 
arter  dat,    an'   Marse   George   eyes   look 
wistful,  like  he  al'ays  lookin'  far  'way; 
an'  Aunt  Haly  say  he  see  liarnts  whar 
walk  'bout  in  de  gret  house.     She  say  dee 
walk  dyah  constant  of  nights  sence  ole 
marster  done  alterate  de  rooms  from  what 
dee  wuz  when  he  gran'pa  bull'  'em,  an' 
dat  dee  huntin'  for  dee  ole  chambers  an' 
kyarn  git  no  rest  'cause  dee  kyarn  fine 
'em.       I    don't   know   how    dat   wuz.      I 
know   Marse    George    lie    used    to    walk 
about  heself  mightily  of  nights.    All  night 
long,  all  night   long,  I'd   heah  him   tell 
de  chickens  crowin'  dee  second  crow,  an' 
some  mornin's  I'd  go  d3^ah  an'  he  ain'  even 
rumple  de  bed.      I  thought  sho  he  wuz 
gwine  die,  but  I  suppose  he  done  'arn  he 
days  to  be  long  in  de  land,  an' dat  save  him. 
But  hit  sutney  wuz  lonesome,  an'  he  nuver 
went  off*  de  plantation,  an'  he  got  older  an' 
older,  tell  we  all  thought  he  wuz  gwine 
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die,  ^Ir.  Braxton  ride  \ip  to  de  do\  He 
liad  done  come  to  teck  Marse  George  lionie 
to  spen'  Christmas  wid  liim.  Marse  George 
warn  git  out  it,  but  Mr.  Braxton  won'  teck 
no  disapp'intment;  he  say  he  gwine  bap- 
tize he  boy.  an'  he  done  name  liim  after 
Marse  George  (he  liad  marry  Marse  George 
cousin.  Miss  Peggy  Carter,  an'  lie  'vite 
Mai*se George  tode  weddin".  but  he  wouldn' 
go.  do'  I  sutney  did  want  him  to  go,  'cause 
I  heah  Miss  Charlotte  was  nominated  to 
marry  Mr.  Darker,  an'  I  warn  know  what 
done 'come  o' dat  bright -skinned  nigger 
gal  whar  I  used  to  know  down  dyah) :  an' 
he  say  Marse  George  got  to  come  an*  stan' 
for  him.  an'  gi'  him  a  silver  cup  an'  a  gol' 
rattle.  So  Marse  George  he  finally  prom- 
ise tocomean' spend  Christmas  Day,  an' Mr. 
Braxton  went  'way  next  mornin\  an' den 
hit  tun  in  an'  rain  so  I  feared  we  couldn' 
go,  but  hit  cler  olT  de  day  befo"  Christmas 
Eve  an'  tun  cold.  Well,  sub,  we  ain' 
been  nowhar  for  so  long  I  wuz  skittish  as 
a  young  filly;  an'  den  you  know  twuz  de 
sameole  place.  We  didn'  git  dyah  till  sup- 
per-time, an'  twuz  a  good  one  too,  'cause 
seventy  miles  dat  colcl  a  weather  hit  whet 
a  man's  honger  jes  like  a  whetstone.  Dee 
sutney  wuz  glad  to  see  we  all.  AVe  rid 
roun'  by  de  back  yaixl  to  gi'  Billy  de 
horses,  an'  we  see  dee  wuz  havin'  gret 
fixin's;  an'  den  we  went  to  de  house,  jest 
as  some  o'  de  folks  run  in  an'  tell  'em  we 
wuz  come.  When  Marse  George  stept  in 
de  hall  dee  all  clustered  roun'  him  like  dee 
gwine  hug  him.  dee  faces  fyali  dimplin' 
Avid  pleasure,  an'  Miss  Peggy  she  jes  retch- 
ed up  an'  teck  him  in  her  arms  an'  hug 
him. 

"Dee  tell  me  in  de  kitchen  dat  dee  wuz 
been  "spectin'  of  Miss  Charlotte  over  to 
spend  Christmas  too,  but  de  river  wuz  so 
high  dee  s'pose  dee  couldn'  git  'cross. 
Chile,  dat  sutney  disapp'int  me! 

'"Well,  after  supper  de  niggers  liad  a 
dance.  Hit  wuz  down  in  de  laundry,  an' 
de  table  wuz  set  in  de  carpenter  shop  jes"  by. 
Oh.  hit  sutney  wuz  beautiful !  Miss  Lucy 
an'  Miss  Ailsj^  dee  had  superintend'  ev'y- 
thiug  wid  dee  own  hands.  So  dee  wuz  down 
dyah  wid  dee  ap'ons  up  to  dee  chins,  an'  dee 
had  de  big  silver  strandeliers  out  de  house, 
two  on  each  table,  an'  some  o'  ole  mistiss's 
best  damas'  table-clothes,  an'  ole  marster's 
gret  bowl  full  o'  eggnog;  hit  look  big  as  a 
mill-pond  settin'  dyah  in  de  cornder;  an' 
dee  had  flowers  out  de  greenhouse  on  de 
table,  an'  some  o'  de  chany  out  de  gret 
house,  an'  de  dinin'-room  cheers  set  roun' 


de  room.  Oh!  oh!  nuttin  warn  too  good 
for  niggers  dem  times ;  an'  de  little  niggei's 
wuz  runnin'  roun'  right  'stracted,  squealin' 
an'  peepin'  an'  gittin  in  de  way  onder  you 
foots;  an"  de  mens  dee  wuz  tot  in*  in  de  wood 
— gret  hickory  logs,  look  like  stock  whar 
you  gwine  saw — an'  de  fire  so  big  hit  look 
like  you  gwine  kill  horgs,  'cause  hit  sutney 
wuz  cold  dat  night.  Dis  nigger  ain"  nuver 
gwine  forgit  it  I  Jack  Forester  he  had 
come  'cross  de  river  to  lead  de  fiddlei*s,  an' 
he  say  he  had  to  put  he  fiddle  onder  he 
coat  an'  poke  he  bow  in  he  breeches  leg  to 
keep  de  strings  from  p(^ppin',  an'  dat  de 
river  would  freeze  over  sho  ef  twarn  so 
high;  but  twuz  jes  snortin',  an'  he  had 
hard  wuck  to  git  over  in  he  skitt".  an'  L"nc' 
Jeems  say  he  ain'  gwine  come  out  he  boat- 
hou.se  no  mo'  dat  night — he  done  tempt 
Providence  often  'nough  dat  day.  Den 
ev'ything  wuz  ready,  an'  de  fiddlers  got 
dee  dram  an'  chuned  up,  an'  twuz  lively,  I 
tell  you  I  Twuz  jes  as  thick  in  dyah  as 
blackberries  on  de  blackberry  bush,  'cause 
ev'y  gal  on  de  plantation  wuz  dyah  shak- 
in'  her  foot  for  some  young  buck,  an*  back- 
steppin*  for  to  go  *long.  Dem  ole  sleepei*s 
wuz  jes  a-rockin',  an'  Jack  Forester  he 
wuz  calliu*  de  figgers  for  to  wake  'em  up. 
I  warn"  dancin',  'cause  I  done  got  "ligion 
an*  longst  to  de  cliutch  since  de  trouble 
done  tetcii  us  up  .so  rank;  but  I  tell  you 
my  foots  wuz  pintedly  eechchin  for  a 
leetle  sop  on  it,  an"  I  had  to  come  out  to 
keep  from  crossin'  'em  onst,  anyways. 
Den,  too,  I  had  a  tetch  o'  miser\^  in  my 
back,  an"  I  lay  off  to  git  a  tas'e  o'  dat  egg- 
nog  out  dat  big  bowl  wid  snow-drift  on 
it  from  Miss  Lucy — she  al'ays  mighty  fond 
o"  Marse  George ;  so  I  slip  into  de  carpenter 
shop,  an'  ax  her  kyarn  I  do  nuttin  for  her, 
an"  she  laugh  an'  say,  yes,  I  kin  drink  her 
health,  an'  gi'  me  a  gret  gobletful,  an'  jes 
den  de  white  folks  come  in  to  'spec'  de  ta- 
bles. Marse  George  in  de  lead,  an'  dee  all  fill 
up  dee  glasses  an'  pledge  dee  health,  an'  all 
de  servants',  an' a  merry  Christmas;  an' den 
Ave  went  in  de  laundry  to  see  de  dancin', 
an'  maybe  to  teck  a  hand  deeself,  'cause 
Avhite  folks'  'ligion  ain'  like  niggers',  you 
know  ;  dee  got  so  much  larnin  dee  kin 
dance  an'  fool  de  devil  too.  An'  I  stay 
roun'  a  little  Avhile,  an'  den  went  in  de 
kitchen  to  see  how  supper  gittin  on,  'cause 
I  Avuz  so  hongry  when  I  got  dyah  I  ain' 
able  to  eat  'nough  at  one  time  to  "commo- 
date it,  an'  de  smell  o*  de  tuckeys  an*  de 
gret  saddlei'S  o'  mutton  in  de  two  kitchens 
wuz  mos'  'nough  by  deeself  to  feed  a  right 
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lioiin^ry  man  ;  aiT  dyali  wnz  a  whole  parc(^,l 
o'  iii<i^^'ors  cookiiT.-nr  i.uimiii  'boiil,  for  life, 
an'  doc  faces  jcs  jis  sliiny  ;i,s  cf  dec  done 
bas'e  'em  wid  g'l'avy  ;  jmT  dyali,  sciiiiii'  back 
in  a  clieei'  out  iU)  way,  wid  lier  clean  frock 
up  oil*  (1(^  (lo\  wir/  (laL  <i;'a,\.  T  siiln(\y  did 
feel  <;ui'ioiis. 

"I  say,  'Hi!  name  o'  (jord,  vvliarVl  you 
come  fi'orn  ?'  Siie  say,  'Oh,  Mai'stcf!  ef 
heah  n,in'  dal,  fi*e(^  ni.i^g-er!'  An.'  ev'ybody 
laii^lKMl.  Well,  presnoy  we  come  out, 
'cause  Nancy  warn  see  de  dancin',  an'  we 
stop  a  le(5tl(5  wlnl(^  'hind  de  corndei*  out  de 
wind  while  she  tell  me  'bout  ev'ythinu;'. 
An'  she  say  dat's  all  a  lie  sIk^  1(^11  me  dat 
day  'bout  Mr.  Darker  an'  Miss  Charlotte; 
an'  he  done  j^one  'way  now  for  <^ood,  'cause 
1)0  so  low-down  an'  wiithless  dee  kyarn  no- 
body stand  him;  an'  all  he  warn,  many 
Miss  Charlotte  for  is  to  git  her  nig'g'(^rs. 
But  Nancy  say  Miss  Charlotte  nuver  could 
abide  him,  he  so'sateful,  spressly  sence  she 
fine  out  what  a  lie  he  told  'bout  Marse 
Georu;-e.  You  know,  Mr.  JJ)arker  lie  dotu^ 
meck'em  think  Marse  Geo  rg'c  sont  niedyah 
to  fine  out  ef  he  done  come  home,  an'  don 
dat  he  fall  on  him  wid  he  weej)in  wIhmj 
he  ain'  noticin'  him,  an'  sort  o'  out  de  way 
too,  an'  g-it  two  urr  mens  to  hold  him  while 
he  beat  him,  all  'cause  he  in  love  wid  Miss 
Charlotte.  D'you  ever,  ever  heah.  sich.  a 
lie?  An'  Nancy  say,  do'  Miss  Cliarlotte 
ain'  brieve  it  all  to.g'eri-,  hit  look  so  reason- 
aJ)!<5  sli(}  done  le'  de  ole  jedge  an'  her  ma, 
who  wuz  'pondinf^  on  what  she  heah,  'duce 
her  to  send  l)ack  he  thing's;  an'  dee  ain' 
know  no  better  not  tell  after  de  ole  ,j(Mlg<^ 
die;  den.  dee  fine  out  'bout  de  wliup[)in 
me,  an'  all ;  an'  den  Miss  Charlotte  know 
huccome  1  ain'  gwine  stay  dat  day;  a,n'  sh(^ 
say  dee  wuz  sutney  outdone  'bout  it,  hut 
it  too  late  den,  an'  Miss  Chai'lotte  kyaiai 
do  nuttin  but  cry  'hout  it,  an'  dat  she;  did, 
pintedly,'(;ause  she  done  lost  Marse  G(iorg(i, 
a,n'  done  'stroy  he  life;  an'  she  nuver  keer 
'hout  nobody  (>,l,se  sep  Marse  George,  Nan- 
cy say.  Mr.  Clarke  he  ban  gin'  on,  but 
Miss  Charlotte  she  done  tell  him  pin  Led ly 
she  ain'  nuver  gwine  marry  nobody.  An' 
dee  jes  done  come,  slu3  say,  'cause  dee  luid 
to  go  'way  round  by  de  rope-ferry  'long  o' 
d(i  river  bein'  so  high,  an'  dee  ain'  know 
t(di  d(Ui  done  git  out  (h;  ker'idge  an'  in  de 
houses  dat  we  all  wuz  lieah  ;  an'  Nancy  say 
she  ghul  d(;e  ain',  'cause  she  'feared  of  dee 
had,  Miss  (Jliarlotte  wouldn'  'a,  come. 

"  Den  1  t(!ll  her  all  '[>out  Marse  G(H)rge, 
Vaus(^  I  know  sln^  'bleeged  to  t(;ll  Miss 
Chat'lotte.     Twuz  powerful  cold  out  dyah. 


but  I  ain'  mine  dat,  chile.  Nancy  she 
done  had  to  wrop  lier  arms  up  in  jior 
ap'on,  an'  she  kyarn  meek  no  /istance 
'tall,  a.n'dis  nigger  ain' keerin  mil  tin  'hout 
(!old  (l(;n. 

"An'  jes  dim  two  ladies  come  out  de 
carpenhn*  shop  ;in'  went  'long  to  de  laun- 
dry, an'  Nancy  say,  'Dyah  Miss  Charlotte 
now';  an'  tvfuz  Miss  Lucy  an'  Miss  Char- 
lotte; an'  we  heah  Miss  Lucy  coaxin'  Miss 
(^ha,i'l()tt(i  to  go,  t(!llin'  her  she  kin  come 
right  out;  an'  j(!s  d(ui  dee  wuz  agi-c^tshout, 
a,n'  we  went  in  hinst  'em.  Twuz  Marse 
Geoi'gc^  had  doru^,  teck  de  liddle,  an'  ef  he 
warn'  na,tc,lielly  layin'  hit  down!  he  wuz 
up  at  de  urr  e(ui  o'de  room,  'way  fi'om  wo 
all,  'cause  we  wuz  at  de  do',  nigh  Miss  Char- 
lotte whar  she  wuz  standin'  'hind  some  on 
'(un,  wid  her  eyes  on  him  mighty  timid, 
like  she  hidin'  from  him,  ;i.n'  ev'y  nigger 
in  de  room  wnz  on  da,t  llo'.  Goi'd  !  sub, 
dee  wuz  grinnin' so  (l(M5  wa.i'n' a  toof  in  dal, 
room  you  couldn'  git  you  tweezei'son  ;  an' 
you  couldn'  hc^'ih  a  wud,  dcM)  so  ])»'oud  o' 
Marse  ()!(M)rge  playin'  for  \)]\\. 

"W(^ll,  dee  danced  tell  you  couldn' 
icll  which  wHz  de  clappers  an'  which  de 
hack-ste|)pei's;  <1(^  whole  house  look  like  it 
wuz  rock  in';  an'  presney  somebody  say 
sui)per,  ail'  dat  stop  '(un,  an'  dee  wuz  a,  spell 
foi"  a  minute,  an'  Mjirse  Ceorge  standin' 
dyah  wid  dr.  liddh^  in  \](\  hand.  He  face 
wuz  tunned  a-way,  a,n'  Ik;  wirz  studyin'  - 
studyin'  'hout  dat  urr  Christmas  so  long 
ago— an'  sudney  he  face  dra,pt  down  on 
de  fiddle,  an'  he  drawed  he  bow  'cross  de 
sti'ings,  an'  dal,  chune  begin  to  whisper 
ri!j;ht  sorf.  Hit  h(\gin  so  low  ev'ylx)dy 
had  i,o  sto|)  talkin.'  an'  hold  (I(;e  nu>uf  to 
h(\ah  it;  an'  Mars(^.  Geoi'ge  he  ain'  know 
nuttin  'hout  it,  Ik;  done  gone  back,  an' 
stnndin' dyah  in  do  gret  hall  playin' it  for 
Miss  C'harl()(l,e  whar  done  come  down  de 
steps  wid  hei"  I  idle  l)lu(^  foots  an'  gret  fan, 
an'  standin'  dyah  in  her  dim  blue  dress 
an'  her  fyah  arms,  an'  her  gret  eyes  look- 
in'  in  he  face  so  earnest,  whar  he  ain' gwine 
nu  v(U'  speak  to  no  mo'.  1  see  it  by  de  way 
he  look— an'  de  fiddle  wuz  jes  ])lea,din'.  lie 
draw(;d  it  oid,  j(;s  as  liiu;  as  a  straif  o'  Miss 
(Jlia,i'lott(;'s  hyah. 

"  I  lit  so  sweet.  Miss  Cliarlotte,  mun,  she 
couldn' stan'  it;  she  made  to  de  do';  an' jes 
while;  she  watcliin'  Marse  George  to  keep 
him  fi'om  seein'  lier  he  look  dat  way,  an' 
he  (\y(^s  fall  right  into  hern. 

"  Well,  sub,  de  fiddle  drai)t  down  on  de 
flo',  an'  he  face  wuz  white  as  a  sycamore 
limb.     Dee  say  twuz  a  swimmin'  in  de 
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head  he  liad  ;  an'  Jack  say  de  whole  fiddle 
warn'  wuff  de  five  dollars. 

"Me  an'  Nancy  followed  'em  tell  dee 
went  in  de  house,  an'  den  we  come  back  to 
de  shop  whar  de  su])per  wuz  gwine  on,  an' 
g-ot  we  all  supper  an*  a  leetle  sop  o'  dat  yal- 
ler  gravy  out  dat  big"  bowl,  an'  den  we  all 
rejourned  to  de  laundry  agin,  an"  g-ot  on- 
der  de  big  bush  o'  niisseltow  whar  hangin' 
from  de  jice,  an'  ef  you  ever  sec  scufflin' 
dat's  de  time. 

"  Well,  me  an'  she  had  jes  done  lay  off 
de  whole  Christmas,  when  wud  come  dat 
Marse  George  want  he  horses. 

"I  went,  but  it  sutney  breck  me  up ;  an' 
I  wonder  Avhar  de  name  o'  Gord  Marse 
George  gwine  sen'  me  dat  cold  night,  an' 
jes  as  I  got  to  de  do'  Marse  George  an' 
Mr.  Braxton  come  out,  an'  I  know  torectly 
Marse  George  wuz  gwine  home.  I  seen 
he  face  by  de  light  o'  de  lantern,  an'  twuz 
set  jes  rigid  as  a  rock.  Mr.  Braxton  he 
wuz  beggin'  him  to  stay;  he  tell  him  he 
ruinin'  lie  life,  dat  he  sho  dee's  some  mis- 
take, an'  'twill  be  all  right.  An'  all  de 
answer  Marse  George  meek  wuz  to  swing 
heself  up  in  de  saddle,  an'  Reveller  he  look 
like  he  gwine  fyah  'stracted.  He  al'ays 
mighty  fool  anyways  when  he  git  cold, 
dat  horse  wuz. 

"Well,  we  come  'long  'way,  an'  Mr. 
Braxton  an'  two  mens  come  down  to  de 
river  wid  lanterns  to  see  us  cross,  'cause 
twuz  dark  as  pitch,  sho  'nough.  An'  jes 
'fo'  I  started  I  got  one  o'  de  mens  to  hoi' 
my  horses,  an'  I  went  in  de  kitchen  to  git 
warm,  an' d^ah  Nancy  wuz.  An'  she  say 
Miss  Charlotte  upsteairs  cryin'  right  now, 
'cause  slie  think  Marse  George  gwine  cross 
de  river  'count  o'  her,  an'  she  whimper  a 
little  herself  when  I  tell  her  good-by.  But 
twuz  too  late  den.  Well,  de  river  wuz 
jes  natchelly.  b'ilin',  an'  hit  soun'  like  a 
mill-dam  roarin'  by;  an'  when  we  got 
dyah  Marse  George  tunned  to  me  an'  tell 
me  he  reckon  I  better  go  back.  I  ax  him 
whar  he  gwine,  an'  he  say,  '  Home.'  '  Den 
I  gwine  w^id  you,'  I  says.  I  wuz  mighty 
skeered,  but  me  an'  Marse  George  wuz 
boys  togerr;  an'  he  plunged  right  in,  an' 
I  after  him. 

"  Gord!  twuz  cold  as  ice;  an'  we  hadn' 
got  in  befo'  bofe  horses  wuz  swimmin'  for 
\  life.  He  holler  to  me  to  byah  de  myah 
head  up  de  stream;  an'  I  did  try,  but 
what's  a  nigger  to  dat  water !  Hit  jes  pick 
me  up  an'  dash  me  down  like  I  ain'  no 
mo'n  a  chip,  an'  de  fust  thing  I  know  I 
gwine  down  de  stream  like  a  piece  of  bark, 


an'  water  washin'  all  over  me.     I  knowed 
den  I  gone,  an'  I  hollered  for  Marse  George 
for  lielp.     I  lieah  him  answer  me  not  to 
git  skeered,  but  to  hold  on ;  but  de  myah 
wuz  lungin'  ^n'  de  water  wuz  all  over  me 
like  ice,  an'  den  I  washed  off  de  myah 
back,  an'  got  drownded.      I  'member  com- 
in'  up  an'  hollerin'  agin  for  help,  but  I 
know  den  'tain'  no  use,  dee  ain'  no  help 
den,  an'  I  got  1o  pray  to  Gord,  an'  den 
some'n  hit  me  an'  I  went  down  agin,  an' — 
de  next  thing  I  know,  I  avuz  in  de  bed,  an' 
I  lieah  'em  talkin'  'bout  wdierr  I  dead  or 
not,  an'  I  ain'  know  myself  tell  I  taste  de 
w^hiskey   dee  po'rin'  down   my   jugular. 
An'  den  dee  tell  me  'bout  how  when  I  hol- 
lered Marse  Geoi'ge  tun  back  an'  struck 
out  for  me  for  life,  an'  how  jes  as  I  ^vent 
down  de  last  time  he  cotcli  me  an'  belt  on 
to  me  tell  w^e  wash  down  to  whar  de  bank 
curve,  an'  dyah  de  current  wuz  so  rapid 
hit  yuck   him  off  Reveller  back,  but  he 
belt  on  to   de   reins  tell   de  horse  lunge 
so  he  hit  him  wid  he  fo'-foot  au'  breck  he 
collar-bone,  an'  den    he   had  to  let  him 
go,  an'  jes  belt  on  to  me;  an'  jes  den  we 
w^asli  up  agin  de  bank  an'  cotch  in  a  tree, 
an'  de  mens  got  dyah  quick  as  dee  could, 
an'  when  dee  retched   us   Marse  George 
wuz   holdin'  on    to  me,  an'  had   he   arm 
wropped  roun'  a  limb,  an'  we  wuz  lodged 
in  de  crotch,  an'  bofe  jes  as  dead  as  a  nail ; 
an'  de  myah  she  got  out,  but  Reveller  he 
wuz  drownded,  wid  his  foot  cotch  in  de 
rein  an'  de  saddle  tunned  onder  he  side; 
an'  dee  ain'  know  wherr  Marse  George  ain' 
dead  too,  'cause  he  not  only  drownded, 
but  he  lef  arm  broke  up  nigh  de  shoulder. 
An'  dee  say  Miss  Charlotte  she  'mos'  'stract- 
ed; dat  de  fust  thing  anybody  know  'bout 
it  wuz  Avhen  some  de  servants  bust  in  de 
hall  an'  holler,  and  say  Marse  George  an' 
me  done  bofe  washed  'way  an'  drownded, 
an'  dat  she  drapt  down  dead  on  de  flo',  an' 
when  dee  bring  her  to  she  'low  to  Miss 
Lucy  dat  she  de  'casion  on  he  death ;  an' 
dee  say  dat  when  de  mens  wuz  totin'  him 
in  de  house,  an'  wuz  shutflin'  de  feets  not  to 
meek  no  noige,  an'  a  little  piece  o'  blue  silk 
drapt  out  he  breast  whar  somebody  picked 
up  an'  gin  Miss  Lucy,  Miss  Charlotte  breck 
right  dow^n  agin ;  an'  some  on  'em  say  she 
sutney  did  keer  for  him;  an'  now  when  he 
layin'  upsteairs  dyah  dead,  hit  too  late  for 
him  ever  to  know  it. 

' '  Well,  sub,  I  couldn'  teck  it  in  dat  Marse 
George  and  Reveller  w^uz  dead,  an'  jes  den 
somebody  say  Marse  George  done  comin' 
to,  an'  dee  gi'  me  so  much  w' hiskey  I  went 
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to  sleep.  An'  next  mornin'  I  got  up  an' 
went  to  Marse  George  room,  an'  see  him 
lay  in'  dyah  in  de  bed,  wid  he  face  so  white 
an'  he  eyes  so  tired-lookin',  an'  he  ain'  know 
me  no  mo'  'n  ef  he  nuver  see  me,  an'  I 
couldn'stan'it;  I  jes  drap  down  on  de  flo' 
an'  bust  out  cryin'.  Gord!  suh,  I  couldn' 
help  it,  'cause  Reveller  wuz  drownded,  an' 
Marse  George  he  wuz  mos'  gone.  An'  he 
came  nigher  goin'  yit,  'cause  he  had  sich 
a  strain,  an'  been  so  long  in  de  water,  he 
heart  done  got  numbed,  an'  he  got  'lirium, 
an'  all  de  time  he  thought  he  try  in'  to  git 
'cross  de  river  to  see  Miss  Charlotte,  an'  hit 
so  higli  he  kyarn  git  dyah.  Hit  sutney 
wuz  pitiful  to  see  him  layin' dyah  tossin' 
an'  pitchin',  not  knowin'  whar  he  wuz,  tell 
it  took  all  Mr.  Braxton  an'  m^e  could  do  to 
keep  him  in  de  bed,  an'  de  doctors  say  he 
kyarn  hoi'  out  much  longer. 

"An'  all  dis  time  Miss  Charlotte  she 
wuz  gwine  'bout  de  house  wid  her  face 
right  white,  an'  Nancy  say  she  don'  do 
nuttin  all  day  long  in  her  room  but  cry 
an'  say  her  pra'rs,  prayin'  for  Marse 
George,  whar  dyin'  upsteairs  by  'count  o' 
not  knowin'  she  love  him,  an'  I  tell  Nan- 
cy how  he  honin'  all  de  time  to  see  her, 
an'   how  he  constant  callin'   her  name. 


Well,  so  twuz,  tell  he  mos'  done  weah  he- 
self  out;  an'  jes  lay  dyah  wid  his  face 
white  as  de  pillow,  an'  he  gret  pitiful 
eyes  roUin'  'bout  so  restless,  like  he  still 
lookin'  for  her  whar  he  all  de  time  callin' 
her  name,  an'  kyarn  git  'cross  dat  river  to 
see ;  an'  one  evenin'  'bout  sunset  he  'pear- 
ed  to  be  gwine ;  he  weaker'n  he  been  at 
all,  he  ain'  able  to  scuffle  no  mo',  an'  jes 
layin'  dyah  so  quiet,  an'  presney  he  say, 
lookin'  mighty  wistful, 

"'Edinburg,  I'm  goin' to-night;  ef  I 
don'  git  'cross  dis  time,  I'll  gin't  up.' 

' '  Mr.  Braxton  wuz  stand  in'  nigh  de  head 
o'  de  bed,  an'  he  say,  '  Well,  by  Gord!  he 
shall  see  her !' — jes  so.  An'  he  went  out  de 
room,  an'  to  Miss  Charlotte  do',  an'  call 
her,  an'  tell  her  she  got  to  come,  ef  she 
don't,  he'll  die  dat  night;  an'  fust  thing  I 
know,  Miss  Lucy  bring  Miss  Charlotte  in, 
wid  her  face  right  white,  but  jes  as  tender 
as  a  angel's,  an'  she  come  an'  stan' by  de 
side  de  bed,  an'  lean  down  over  him,  an' 
call  he  name,  '  George !' — jes  so. 

"An'  Marse  George  he  ain'  answer;  he 
jes  look  at  her  studdy  for  a  minute,  an' 
den  he  forehead  got  smooth,  an'  he  tun 
he  eyes  to  me,  an'  say,  '  Edinburg,  I'm 
'cross.'" 


€]iMb  €b\\  Cliiiir. 


WHEN  the  sympathetic  listener  to  the 
story  of  tlie  accident  by  which  a  poor 
man's  leg  was  broken  exclaimed,  "I  am  very 
sorry,"  his  companion  asked,  "How  much  are 
you  sorry  V  "  I  am  sorry  five  dollars'  worth," 
he  answered.  The  construction  of  his  sen- 
tence was  faulty,  but  his  meaning  was  very 
plain.  So  if  the  gentle  reader  of  tliis  Magazine 
should  be  disposed  to  reply  to  the  Easy  Chair's 
wish  for  a  happy  new  year,  "  How  mucli  do 
you  wish  it  ?"  the  Easy  Chair  is  quite  ready 
with  its  answer.  The  proof  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  wisli  is  shown  by  the  provision  made  by 
the  Magazine  to  make  the  reader's  new  year 
happy.  The  greeting  is  not  a  mere  phrase 
of  compUment,  nor  an  invitation  to  a  Barme- 
cide feast,  as  perliaps  the  experience  of  the 
gentle  reader  may  assure  him.  Nor  yet  is  his 
mind  to  be  vexed  with  the  thought  of  a  mo- 
notonous entertainment  like  the  French  din- 
ner to  which  the  guest  of  fine  houses  sits  down 
evening  after  evening  in  the  season,  where  the 
usual  truffie  follows  the  customary  pate  or  fn- 
imVmi-  Jilet,  and  only  the  table  service  is  dif- 
ferent, while  the  feast  itself  is  "  another,  yet 
the  same."     How  often  may  not  that  guest. 
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as  he  toys  with  his  apple  charlotte  or  his 
Charlotte  de  Riisse,  recall  that  other  Char- 
lotte, of  England,  of  whom  her  husband  is 
fiibled  to  have  said,  when  he  found  her  in  the 
place  of  the  pretty  lady-in-waiting,  "Dear! 
dear  !  nothing  but  old  Charlotte  !" 

If  the  gentle  reader  will  turn  the  page,  he 
will  find  that  he  has  opened  a  door  which  ad- 
mits him  to  the  Editor's  Study.  It  is  a  room 
which  he  has  not  seen  before ;  an  apartment 
designed  for  his  delight,  as  the  Easy  Chair  is 
intended  for  his  repose;  a  retreat  in  which  his 
wakefulness  will  be  as  refreshing  as  his  slum- 
bers in  the  Chair.  It  is  therefore  not  such  an 
addition  to  the  structure  of  the  Magazine  as 
the  mysterious  chamber  with  which  the  worthy 
man  who  late  in  life  joined  the  ancient  Church 
enlarged  his  house,  and  which  his  friend,  mis- 
led by  the  sound  of  words,  declared  to  be  a 
dormitory  for  the  Virgin  Mary.  To  introduce 
the  reader  into  the  Study  is  to  prove  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  wishes  for  a  happy  new  year. 
The  genius  loci  who  welcomes  him  is  not  one 
whom  the  guest  has  ignorantly  worshipped, 
but  whose  fine  and  penetrating  power  has  at 
once  charmed  his  fancv  and  touched  his  char- 
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acter  and  refined  his  life.  The  Study,  with 
its  interior  decoration  and  its  exterior  pros- 
pects from  the  enclianted  windows,  is  best  de- 
scribed by  its  gracious  occupant.  The  guest 
will  see  that  it  is  of  the  true  modem  taste  and 
style,  which,  as  he  will  correctly  gather  from 
his  host  in  tiie  Study,  is  a  happy  blending  of 
the  best  t»f  the  old  with  the  best  of  the  new, 
the  Indian  and  Egyptian,  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
manesque and  mediieval  Gothic,  felicitously 
harmonizing  with  the  latest  Queen  Anne  and 
the  decomted  simplicity  of  the  Main  Street 
bridge  at  Des  Vaches.  Indiana, 

In  these  days,  when  books  i.ssue  from  the 
press  like  the  ancient  hordes  from  the  steppes 
of  Central  Asia,  in  whose  mighty  march  across 
the  globe  renowned  nations  and  famous  places 
are  but  the  names  of  camps  and  tents  of  a 
night,  what  individual  account  of  them  can  be 
kept  ?  The  hero  who  should  undertake  to 
read  of  that  vast  issue  only  the  novels,  leaving 
all  science,  history,  poetry,  philosophy,  and 
newspapers  untdlched,  would  still  propose  to 
drink  the  ocean.  All  that  the  conditions  of 
literature  now  allow  to  the  literary  comer  of 
a  monthly  magazine  is  some  hint  of  the  gen- 
eral character  and  course  of  liten^ry  produc- 
tion. If.  then,  a  Study  had  been  furnished  in 
which  Faraday  could  have  told  us  every  month 
in  pleasant  chat  something  about  science,  or 
Edmund  Burke,  let  us  say.  had  talked  of  poli- 
tics, or  Coleridge  of  philosophy,  would  there 
have  been  any  club  or  drawing-room  in  fimious 
London  more  agreeable  ? 

Now  a  magazine  is  something  of  a  club.  Its 
entertainment.  ])erhaps.  is  almost  as  good  as 
that  of  most  clubs,  except,  of  course,  that  one 
of  which  the  gentle  reader  is.  fortunately  for 
his  fellow-members,  so  bright  an  ornament. 
Here  the  poets  sing,  and  the  travellers  tell  their 
wonderful  tales,  and  the  novelist  lays  upon  us 
his  mairic  spell,  and  the  naturalist  reveals  his 
beautiful  secrets,  aud  the  mysteries  of  mechan- 
ics are  made  plain  by  the  inventor,  and  the 
world's  general  progress  is  noted  by  the  "  in- 
telligent gentleman"  who  hides  his  name  but 
not  his  wisdom.  They  all  meet  in  the  spa- 
cious common  hall,  aud  the  murmur  of  their 
voices  is  very  musical. 

But  if  you  choose  to  slip  quietly  away  up 
into  the  cozy  little  Study,  you  will  find  as 
warm  a  welcome  and  another  monologue.  For 
possibly  one  special  advantage  of  this  maga- 
zine club  over  all  others  is  that  the  speaker 
C4in  not  be  interru23ted.  You  may,  indeed,  cut 
short  his  eloquence  by  mnning  away,  but  it 
is  your  only  method  of  escape — What  is  that  ? 
You  are  taking  the  hint  and  your  hat.  and  are 
making  for  the  door  of  the  Study  ?  Farewell, 
then — and  so.  indeed,  you  are  sure  to  ftire  in 
that  retreat.  As  you  listen  you  will  wonder, 
as  we  always  wonder  when  a  good  thing  is 
done  for  the  first  time,  why  it  was  uot  done 
long  ago.  The  new  room  in  the  old  house  al- 
ways seems  to  be  the  best  room.  Farewell, 
and  the  Easy  Chair  says  it  with  a  clear  con- 
science, because  it  knows  that  vou  are  about 


to  prove  the  sincerity  of  its  wish  to  every  read- 
er of  the  old  ^Magazine  for  a  happy  new  year. 

The  second  destruction  of  the  monument  to 
Andr^  at  Tappan  is  a  curious  illustration  of 
the  lingering  hostility  to  England  which  was 
familiar  to  school-boys  forty  or  fifty  yeai-s  ago, 
and  which  was  expressed  in  their  hearty  dis- 
like of  "the  redcoats.*'  The  **  scarlet  regi- 
mentals" of  the  British  troops  made  a  pro- 
fountl  impression  upon  the  colonial  mind,  aud 
the  bitter  feeling  was  fostered  and  transmitted 
for  many  a  year,  although  recently  it  has  gen- 
erally disjippeared.  Indeed,  of  late  ycai-s  the 
eminent  Englishmen  who  have  come  among 
us  have  been  received  with  the  utmost  cor- 
diality, and  the  •'  redcoat"'  sentiment  has  found 
no  expression  except  in  the  )>ert'unci<^ry  and 
Pickwickian  denunciation  of  England  with 
the  purpose  of  political  eflx-ct  uponless  intelli- 
gent citizens. 

Such  an  incident  as  the  repeated  demolition 
of  the  Andr^  monument,  however,  is  a  revela- 
tion of  the  feeling  to  which  the  political  ap- 
peal is  made.  It  is  not.  indeed,  clear  whether 
the  particular  incident  is  a  sign  of  the  old 
American  dislike  of  England  or  of  the  Irish 
enmity.  Init  whether  the  one  or  the  other,  it  is 
equally  hostility  to  England,  The  friendly 
regard  for  our  English  kindred,  however,  is 
even  more  significant.  No  man  could  be  re- 
ceived in  a  foreign  country  with  more  hearty 
welcome  and  general  good -will  than  Dean 
Stanley  in  the  United  States,  and  it  was  to 
some  expression  of  his  that  the  Andr^  monu- 
ment owed  its  erection.  No  recent  visitor  has 
been  more  warmly  greeted  than  Canon  Farrar, 
yet  it  was  just  after  his  visit  to  the  monument 
that  it  was  again  destroyed.  The  welcome  of 
both  Englishmen  was  open,  general,  and  gen- 
erous. The  demolition  of  the  monument  was 
clandestine,  like  a  crime,  and  may  have  been 
the  work  of  a  half-dozen  pei^sons.  unsustaincd 
by  the  sentiment  of  the  community,  which, 
indeed,  has  protested  in  a  public  meeting 
against  the  destruction  of  the  memorial. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the 
choice  of  an  Englishman  to  be  honoi-ed  by  a 
memorial  Avas  singularly  made.  Andr6  was  a 
spy.  and  however  devoted  and  heroic  a  spy  in 
war  may  be.  he  is  always  peculiarly  detested 
by  the  other  side.  Nathan  Hale  was  also  a 
spy.  But  his  name  is  honored,  because  he  un- 
dertook by  a  ruse  which  is  always  pardonable 
in  war  to  serve  his  country  by  penetrating  the 
camp  of  the  enemy,  Andr6  was  an  agent  to 
deal  secretly  with  a  soldier  to  betray  his  trust. 
When  the  plot  was  discovered  he  behaved 
like  a  man.  and  met  his  death  bravely.  But 
Washington  did  not  doubt  the  nature  of  his 
act :  and  Avhile  no  sinister  motive  of  any  kind 
can  be  attributed  to  him.  it  was  not  a  deed  or 
a  man  to  select  for  especial  commemoration 
and  honor, 

3Ioreover.  the  memorial,  as  is  understood, 
was.  at  least,  sugcfested.  not  by  an  American, 
but  bva  countrvman  of  Andre's.    Had  it  been 
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a  spontaneous  American  impulse,  the  result 
miglit  have  been  respected.  But  while  the 
story  of  Andre  is  very  pathetic,  and  his  fate 
was  tragical,  the  selection  of  him  especially 
among  Englishmen  for  this  kind  of  distinc- 
tion seems  to  be  unnatural,  England  un- 
doubtedly now  honors  the  memory  of  Wash- 
ington; but  she  will  hardly  build  his  monu- 
ment in  Westminster  Abbey. 

If  among  Englishmen  of  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  we  are  signally  to  distinguish  any 
one,  it  should  be  William  Pitt,  who  rejoiced 
that  Boston  had  resisted,  or — pardoning  the 
bull — the  Irishman  Edmund  Burke,  who  made 
the  great  plea  for  conciliation,  and  portrayed 
with  immortal  eloquence  American  energy  and 
character.  They  were  never  in  America,  in- 
deed. That  is  true,  and  they  are  therefore 
not  associated  with  the  Hudson  and  with  the 
blackest  event  of  the  war,  like  Andre.  No  one 
surely  would  flout  the  young  man's  memory. 
No  soldier  who  was  not  a  brave  man  would 
have  undertaken  the  service  which  Ijrought 
him  to  his  death.  He  undertook  it  wqth  no 
sense  of  dishonor  or  wrong,  and  he  paid  the 
utmost  penalty  with  a  simple  heroism  which 
has  naturally  made  Ids  story  a  romance.  So 
it  will  be  always  told,  nor  will  any  generous 
American  object. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  tragedy  should 
have  touched  the  heart  of  the  kindly  Dean, 
and  that  he  should  feel  that  a  monument  upon 
the  spot  would  be  a  memorial  not  only  of  per- 
sonal heroism,  but  of  peace  between  kindred 
people,  and  of  a  high  and  unusual  sentiment 
of  forgiveness  and  fraternity.  But  that  is  an 
instinct  which  makes  the  suggestion  jar  upon 
the  sense  of  litness.  We  have  forgiven  the 
old  King,  our  most  implacable  foe,  and  w^e  ac- 
knowledge his  purblind  sincerity,  and  his  hon- 
est and  queer  superstition  about  his  corona- 
tion oath,  which  seemed  to  constrain  him  to 
every  kind  of  injustice  and  wrong.  None 
could  have  felt  more  deeply  than  Americans 
the  sublime  pathos  of  Thackeray's  concluding 
words  in  his  lecture  upon  the  third  George: 
History  does  not  show  a  more  tragical,  a  more 
mournful  figure.  We  own  it  willingly,  we  for- 
give him  freely  and  fidly,  but  we  wnll  not  raise 
a  statue  to  commemorate  our  forgiveness  and 
our  pity. 

The  Andrg  monument  is  overthrown,  not 
openly  and  by  the  wdll  of  the  community,  but 
stealthily,  and  in  a  way  which  showed  a  con- 
sciousness of  crime.  It  was  an  outrage  and  a 
wrong  to  the  good  name  of  the  neighborhood. 
But  it  would  be  better  not  to  rebuild  it. 


John  Bull  often  laughs  at  some  eccentric 
use  of  the  language,  some  uncouth  phrase  or 
apparent  slang,  from  his  cousin  Jonathan, 
wdien,  after  all,  it  turns  out  to  be  a  Yorkshire 
or  a  Shropshire  form  of  speech,  wdiich  either 
has  been  long  latent  in  the  transatlantic 
branch,  and  comes  out  at  last  like  invisible 
writing  before  a  fire,  or  is  a  usage  as  old  as 
the  English  settlement,  but  which  has  been 


only  recently  traced  back  again  to  the  mother 
country.  American  women  are  thought  to  be 
vcy  ''  queer"  in  many  ways,  when  tried  by  the 
conventional  standards  of  other  countries. 
Nothing  could  be  queerer  than  Daisy  Miller 
to  Mrs.  General  precisely  pouring  prunes  and 
prisms  from  her  proper  mouth.  Nothing, 
also,  would  seem  to  be  queerer  to  the  typical 
respectable  British  matron  than  many  of  the 
excellent  American  champions  of  the  rights 
of  their  own  sex. 

But  while  that  matron  would  look  aghast 
upon  one  of  her  own  sex  making  a  stump- 
speecli,  and  would  doubtless  murmur,  "How 
painfully  American  !"  the  Easy  Chair  recently 
pointed  out  that  nothing  coidd  seem  to  an 
American  lady  more  extraordinary  than  the 
spectacle  of  the  wife  of  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress driving  with  election  flags  and  ribbons 
from  house  to  house  soliciting  votes  for  her 
husband.  Yet  this  was  the  "  queer"  spectacle 
oflcred  by  the  wife  of  Lord  Randolph  Church- 
ill in  the  early  summer,  and  the  fact  that  she 
was  an  American  made  no  diflference.  She 
w^ould  certainly  not  have  done  tlie  same  thing 
here,  and  doubtless  she  shares  the  feeling  of 
repulsion  with  which  so  many  American  la- 
dies regard  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  do- 
ing what  she  did.  Lady  Churchill  was  stump- 
ing for  her  husband.  It  was  not  "  queer"  in 
England,  and  it  shows  that  the  brow  of  the 
respectable  British  matron  should  not  be  lifted 
at  the  "female  chamiDion  of  her  sex"  in  Amer- 
ica, because  she  is  plainly  a  British  survival, 
like  the  local  phrase  or  word. 

The  same  interesting  fact  is  illustrated  in 
other  ways.  John  Bull  at  his  London  club, 
like  young  Bull  Calf  at  his  club  in  New^  York, 
is  shocked  by  the  vulgarity  and  "  blackguard- 
ism" of  American  politics.  It  strikes  him  as 
very  undignified,  and  he  sighs  to  think  "it 
is  so  transatlantic."  Is  it?  Is  it  peculiarly 
American  ?  Not  at  all ;  it  is  only  a  survival 
of  the  dear  mother  country.  To  one  who  re- 
calls Hogarth,  and  remembei's  Grant's  Random 
liecollections  of  the  House  of  Commons^  and  Dis- 
raeli's and  Bulwer's  and  Dickens's  stories,  and 
who  has  dipped  a  little  into  English  political 
and  party"  history,  nothing  is  more  queer  than 
that  John  Bull  should  think  vulgarity  and 
blackguardism  and  worse,  in  an  electoral  cam- 
paign, to  be  so  American  and  queer. 

The  other  evening,  in  an  ordinary  election 
cami3aign,  such  as  thatvdiich  is  just  ended  in 
England,  poor  Lord  Lome,  the  Queen's  son- 
in-law,  w^as  assailed  with  such  uproar,  and 
even  w^ith  eggs,  so  furiously,  that  he  escaped 
from  the  platform,  and  ran,  dripping,  through 
a  heavy  rain  to  the  railroad  station,  and  shook 
the  mud  of  the  town  from  oflf  his  feet.  Now 
as  the  conduct  of  the  wife  of  Lord  Churchill, 
upon  which  this  Chair  passes  no  judgment, 
however  flimiliar  and  acceptable  in  England, 
would  have  been  thought  superlatively  queer 
in  the  United  States,  so  the  vituperative  vigor 
of  English  political  speaking  is  unparalleled 
here,  and  as  proceeding  from  a  realm  in  which 
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flection  vulgarity  is  tlunij^lit  to  be  no  Ameri- 
can, it  is  lUKleiiiaMy  (lucer. 

Tlic  appearance;  of  a  hij^Hi  di^'nitary  of  tlic 
Episcopal  Cluircli  upon  the  i>arty  stuinj)  on 
tliin  side  of  the  water  would  i^e  an  extraonli- 
nary  an<l  ahnost  an  unprecedented  event.  IJut 
tliat,  if  he  appeared,  such  an  ecclesiastic  should 
rpeak  of  an  oj>j>onent  as  the  Venerable  Arch- 
deacon (feor','e  Anthony  Denison,  of  Taunton, 
in  England,  recently  spoke  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
is  incredible,  'i'hc  reverend  gentleman  said: 
"  I  have  known  .Mr.  (iiadstone  forty-five  years, 
but  I  would  not  trust  him  with  a  'brass  far- 
thin;,'.'  The  Whi;^s  ni^ditly  belbre  Kleeping 
e.\j)ress  the  hope  that  somethini;  will  happen 
to  Mr.  Gladstone  before  niornin;,'."  Can  we 
ti^m-e  Bishop  Littlejohn,  or  liishop  or  Assist- 
ant lii-'hop  l^^tter,  or  IJishop  Doane,  or  IJishoi) 
Hiuitin^ton,  or  IJishop  C(i.\e,  all  of  them  New 
York  ecclesiastic**,  either  speaking  upfin  the 
stump  at  all,  or  under  any  conceivable  circum- 
stances talking  in  that  strain  of  any  r)pj)onent  i 
It  is  certainly  very  queer,  and  we  sigh  deeply 
to  think  how  English  it  is. 

Professor  Tyndall  also  took  part  in  tlie  late 
Parliamentary  canipaign,  so  far  as  to  write  a 
letter  declining  to  stand  for  a  .seat.  In  the 
letter,  referring  to  events  in  the  Soudan,  he 
too  said  of  Mr.  Gladstone:  ''  If  there  be  a  day 
of  retriiiution  for  the  misdeeds  of  men,  I  would 
not  willingly  accompany  to  the  judgment-seat 
the  unpurged  spirits  of  those  who  were  re- 
sponsibh;  for  the  bloodshed  in  the  Soudan. 
It  was  a  damning  and  daujnabh;  business  from 
beginning  to  end.  Yet  the  man  who  is  an- 
swerable beyond  all  others  for  this  waste  o^ 
blood,  w  ho  sent  Gordon  to  the  wilds  and  there 
abandoned  him  to  death  and  mutilation,  now 
dares  to  talk  to  the  ])eople  of  Mi<llothian  as  if 
no  fleck  rested  uj)on  his  workujanship."  That 
is  as  bitter  as  anything  that  has  been  said 
upon  the  Aujerican  stump  for  many  a  year. 
Our  personality  and  invective  and  extrava- 
gance at  elections  are  oidy  a  survival  of  «jueer- 
iiess.  Our  fathers  brought  them  in  the  blood 
when  they  left  England.  They  are  a  common 
lieritage  of  the  race,  and  not  distinctively  "so 
American,"  after  all. 

So  in  the  very  points  ui)on  which  we  natu- 
rally criticise  each  other  is  our  kinship  beyon<l 
the  sea  establishecb  The  Eatanswill  Gazette 
and  the  Eatanswill  Independent  are  perfectly 
fauiiliar  journals  to  American  experience,  just 
as  the  reckless  personalities  of  the  stump  are 
indigenous  to  English  elections.  Instead  of 
sneering  and  reviling  each  other,  suppose  that 
we  both  reform  ourselves.  It  is  true  that  if 
we  try  it  we  shall  be  smitten  with  another 
sneer.  We  shall  be  sentenced  at  once  as  pur- 
ists and  Pharisees.  For  this  also  is  among 
the  traditions  of  the  English-speaking  race— 
a  survival  of  queerness— that  in  a  company  of 
Munchausens  the  man  who  proposes  to  tell 
the  truth  insults  all  the  rest,  and  is  called  to 
account  as  a  sanctiuionious  im))ostor. 

The  average  opinion  and  conduct,  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  majority  is  supreme,  naturally 


hold  that  tlK-y  are  right,  for  the  very  reason 
that  they  are  the  average,  while  the  "other 
fellow''  is  wrong,  because  he  is  not  the  major- 
ity. The  conse(juent  tendency  is  illustrated 
by  the  exhortation  of  the  citizen  who,  over- 
inAwa  with  li*juor,  was  sitting  in  the  middle  of 
the  street,  and  as  the  crowd  of  respectable 
j)assengers  looked  at  him  in  the  dirt  with 
disgust,  he  beame<l  at  them  blandly  and  said, 
persuasively, '^Felhnv-citiy.ens,  let  us  all  sit 
down !'  

A  correspondent  asks  the  Easy  Chair  a  very 
delicate  (piestion,  namely,  whether  it  is  of  opin- 
ion that  a  young  jjoet  who  sends  his  verses 
to  an  older  and  famous  author  to  read  and 
critici.se  may  in)plicitly  trust  the  reply  that  lie 
receives.  The  Easy  Chair  has  no  authority  to 
speak  for  oM  and  fauKMis  authors;  but  it  will 
venture  to  reply  that  if  th(;  young  ])oet— for 
such  it  naturally  supposes  its  correspondent 
to  be — will  scan  the  reply  carefully,  he  will 
see  that  it  generally  ex|)resses  sym|)athy  and 
good  feeling  and  apprecriation  of  a  worthy  en- 
deavor, rather  than  a  critical  opinion. 

The  (jlder  and  more  renowned  authors  in 
this  country  are  and  have  generally  been  a 
singularly  courteous  and  friendly  body,  espe- 
cially to  their  younger  brethren  in  the  craft. 
Irving  and  L(jngfellow  were  the  soul  of  sweet- 
ness to  all  comers.  Their  urbanity  to  bores 
was  marvellous.  When  one  day  an  admirer 
of  the  gentler  sex  arrived  at  the  Cragie  house 
attended  by  a  piano,  upon  which  she  pro- 
j)osed  to  accompany  her  singing  of  some  of 
the  jxjet's  songs,  his  bland  henignity  did  not 
fail,  and  she  received  the  welcome  that  made 
light  and  music  in  her  memory  forever  after. 

Those  who  marked  thifj  untiring  courtesy 
of  the  poet  to  curious  intruders  of  every  kind, 
which  was  a  beautifVd  form  of  charity,  often 
recalled  Longfellow's  story  of  his  first  resi- 
dence in  the  house  while  Mrs.  Cragie  still  or> 
cupied  it.  She  was  a  stately  lady  of  the  old 
school,  who  liv(;d  withdrawn  from  the  world, 
and  cherished  her  own  whims  aiul  fancies. 
One  day  the  young  lodger  came  into  her  par- 
lor and  lbun<l  h(;r  sitting  by  the  open  window 
reading  the  Bible,  while  canker-worms  from 
the  trees  outside  were  crawling  upon  her  dress 
and  hanging  from  her  white  turban.  The 
young  ujan  proi)osed  t<^  remove  them;  but  the 
grave  old  lady  raised  her  eyes  calmly  and  said 
to  him, ''  Why,  sir,  they  are  our  fellow-worms, 
and  have  as  good  a  right  to  live  as  we."  We 
have  heard,  and  nothing  is  more  probable,  that 
the  last  guests  whom  the  ])oet  received  in  liis 
study  were  two  lads  from  Boston  who  came 
to  pay  their  affectionate  homage  to  the  man 
whom  they  revered.  He  wrote  his  name  for 
them,  and  .sent  them  away  with  his  benedic- 
tion. If  the  story  is  not  true,  it  is  entirely 
characteristic,  because  he  was  always  <loing 
such  acts  of  grace  and  tender  consideration. 

Meanwhile  our  correspondent  is  patiently 
waiting.  But  perhaps  he  forecasts  the  answer 
to  his  "question.     The  young  poet  who  asks 
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the  eldcn-'S  opinion  oflns  vorsoa  is  ono  of  tliosti  iiMincs  of  fcIlow-couiitryinfMi  wlio  wore  nu'ord- 

lads.      His  iiKiuiry  is  .-i  Ibrnv  ofcxprcssinu^  re-  cd  us  coiuino-,  nol,  IVom  iUv.  IJiiKcd  Slnlcs,  hut 

spcct  juul  i»r;iii(inl(' ;  and  the,  old  ])o(>l,  writers  from  Sonl.li   (Jarolinu,  or  Alabanui  or   Missis- 

liis  uiiUM)  and  lays  his  hand  kindly  upon  Mic  sippi.     J(,   was    soinc^wluit   as    if  the,    I<^ni»lish 

yount'-cr  head.      I\'rha])S  he  docs  it;  l>y  .sayiiiij^  iourist  shoidd  cnU'r  his  name  al,  the  Wiiidsor 

tiiat,  the  vtu'ses  show  poi^tie  fecrlinijf  a,n<l  j:i('ii-  or  \hi)  Alheniarle  or  (lu^  Fillh  Aveinie  as  Iroiu 

ity,  and  that  he  lin<ls  happy  lines  ajid  a  plea,-  Kent  or  (/ornwall  or  Dinhain.     At  iionie,  in- 

sant  niusie,  and  that  his  youn,^  fri<'nd  has  nn-  detul,  such  a,  manner  of  (l(;seril)in<j^  his   i-esj- 

douhtedly  dis(',ov(>r<!d   tha,t  writing"  jxxitry  is  dv.uco  Avonld   have    been  natural   enon«'h    lor 

its  own   exceedinij:  _<>rea,t  r(5\vard.     Tl^'y  tivi)  any  Anu'rieai^,  hut  in  l^]urope  it  was  resented 

wordsofeordial  symi)a,(hy  and  en(*ouragem(!nt,  by  (he,  Anieri<-an  who  instinelively  f(;It  that  in 

and  th(\y  honestly  niean  what  they  say.     'rh(>y  ;i  fonM^ii  eountiy  every  eiti/.en  of  tin;   Union 

do  not  salute  tlu5  writer  as  a  s;rea(,  ]>0(^t,  nor  should  use  tin;  jj^enerie  nam<^  by  which  w<^  nvr. 

in  any  way  (h)  they  (Uhmmvc  or  misleail   him.  all  known. 

They   express    a    sincere    p^ood-will,  and    un-  1'hcr(^  was  aiiotluM*  disairrecabh;  impression 

doubtedly  he  will  find  that  tlu^y do  no  more.  a,risin<>-  from  this  habit.      When  an  American 

Now  the   yonng  poet  oui>ht  not  to  make  in  distant  lands  described  hitnself  as  of  (Jeor- 

such  a  letter  niean  more  than  it  does  mean.  i»ia  or  Arkansas  there;  was  an  a,i)pa,rent  will- 

IJecause  h(!  is  not  told  tiiat  he  isa,  mere  in<K!k-  in<»"ness  to  dro))  the  collective  and   national 

ing-bird,,  that  rhyming  is  poor  business,  and  name,  as  if  he  preferred  the  local  and  i>rovin- 

he  ha,d  better  dig  ditches  than  cultivate  tlu^  cial  distinction.     In  the  political  situation  at 

noxious  habit,  or  be(;ause  he  is  not  stung  with  that  tinu^,  also,  wlntn  tin;  sectional  lines  were 

sneers  or  riddled  with  sarcasms,  ho  ought  not  (i<'.eply  drawn,  tluM-e  was  an  air  of  deiiancc;  in 

to  suppose  that  he  is  advise<l  to  regard  him-  calling  yours(!lf  a  (Carolinian   or  a,  Floi-idian 

self  as  a  poet,  and  enter  at  once  upon  a  lit-  instead  of  an  American ;  and  as  l,he  local  name 

orary  career.      Under  this  illusion   he  might  was,  of  course,  g(;ncrally  unknown   in    those 

iiu^lose  a  poem  to  the  editor,  with  the  elder  ibnugn   parts,  the  record  was   |)rc:sumptively 

poet's  letter  as  his  credential.     But  such  let-  uv.uU)  with  the  purf)ose  of  asserting  tlu;  dogma 

ters  are,  in  the  language  of*'  the  street,"  "  pa-  of  State  sovenMgnty  against  any  other  fdhiw- 

per"  with  whicli  the  editor  is  accustomed  to  countryman  who    took    another  view  of  the 

deal,     lie  understands  it  i'ully.     Indeed — who  (piestion,  and    who    ui)on    his    travels    might 

knows?- -he   may   ha,ve   writtcui    such    letters  (^ha,nce  to  p(;ruse  the  page;.     'I'Ikm-c  was  prob- 

hims(>lf,  and  h(u*.omi)rehends  tlieir  (;xa,ct  vaJiie,  ably  a,  k<'(>n  pl(>a,sure  in  a,  bra,va(lo  wliich  was 

namely,  that  they  are  kind  words  of  sym])a,t-hy  unintiilligibh;  to  everybody  e\(;ej)t   those;  for 

5ind  nothing  more;.  whom  it  was  especially  designed. 

Hesidcss,  an  editor  knows  what  he  wants  and  'I'hesc;  an;  n^collections  of  a,  t.ime;  long  past:, 

the  i)oet  does  not.      Wen;  the  poet  an  (ulitor,  and  of  a  situa,tion  happily  vanished  foi-(!V(!r. 

lie  would  dcH'line  respc^ctfully  the  very  vers(;s  J5ut  however  d(;na,nt  and  j)(;lliger(!nt  tin;  jnir- 

which,  as  lie  has  truly  written  to  tin;  author,  i)0S(;  of  the  nn^ord  may  have  been,  it  is  none 

shmv  a  very  sweet  po(!tic  fe<;ling.     Again,  an  the  l(!ss  true;  that  its  form  expressed  one  of  the 

editor —such  is  the  mystery  of  the  craft— -de-  most  intcsresting  and  signilieaiit  facl;s  in  our 

dines  a  poem  to-day  because  he  accepted  a  political  syslciin     that  each  Sta,t,e  in  tin;  Union 

poorer  one  yest;erda,y.     The  wine  tha,t  is  pour-  is  in  v(;ry  truth  an  intperhiiu,  in.  imjx'vio.     The 

cd  whcMi  tlie  bca,k(!r  is  full  may  be  the  very  arbitrary  a,nd   invisible  lines  that  divide  the 

warm  south  itself,  but  it  necessarily  (lows  a,vvay  St;a,tes,  although  they  are  overrun  in  every  di- 

Jind  is  lost,.     Whei\  the  young  poet  has  di[)ped  rection  by  railways,  and  are  totally  unmarked 

his  cup   in  OastaJy,  and   brings  the;  [)re<-ious  by  custom-houscis  or  by  chang(!S  of  language; 

liquid  to  the  editor,  hit  him  not  forg(;t  that  or  costume,  a,nd  a,re,  in*   fa(;t,  a,ll  diss()lv(;(l  in 

the  v(;ss(;l  which  is  tilled  to  the  brim  can  not  oiu;  gen(;ra,l  a,nd  supr(;m(;  authority,  y(!t  all  in- 

hetuU(;r.  clos(;  a  (;(;rta,in   local    lile,  with  notabh;  (;har- 

TIk;  young  poet,  indeed,  did  not  ask  a,bout,  act(;ristics,  and  ea,(;li   Sta,t(;  community  has  its 

the  editor,  but  as  he  ()ft(;n  r(;(pi(;sts  the  <;l('l(!r  pcictuliar   traditions  and    habits  and    j)hrases, 

poetAs  opinion  that  h(;  may  bes|K;a,k  fa,vor  from  and  it,s  distinguished  nK;n  and  women.     IJut 

the  terribh;  Khada,manthus  of  a,  magazine,  the  ibs  tra,(litions  and   reputations  arc  strictly  lo- 

answer  is  not  alt,og(;ther  irr(;l(;vant  to  tin;  (pujs-  cal.     Th(;y  do  not  pass  the  lines,  but  an;  per- 

tion.    Perlntps,  also,  it  is  because  he  has  found  ma,n(;iit  witiiin  them. 

that  tin;  lett(;r  is  not  a,n  o|)(;n  sesaiiu;  to  the  ma-  This  fa(;t  of  an  aetual  local  distinction,  and 
gic  grotto  that  lu;  imjuinis  a  little  ske[)tically  the  sense  of  it,  aiui  the  caniful  and  (;v(!n  ag- 
wli(!ther  it  is  sinc(;r(;.  He;  ne<;d  not  be  trou-  grcssive  cultivation  of  it  foi"  sp(;ei(ic  jxjlitical 
bl(;d.  Ther(;  is  no  Hincer(;r  feeling  than  that  and  sectional  purposes,  mad(;  the  Mississip- 
with  which  the  veteran  gr(;ets  tin;  young  re;-  pian's  wisli  to  nscord  the  State;  from  which 
c;ruit.  15ut  tin;  youth  must  r(;m(;mber  that  tlu;  lu;  (;am(;  soin(;thing  more;  tha,n  an  affectation, 
frieiully  sa,lut(;  does  not  commission  him  major-  To  Ix;  a,  Mississi|)[)ia,n  was,  ind(;(;d,  to  Ix;  an 
g(;n(;ral  (;v(;n  by  bn;v(;t.  Ameri(;an,  but  a,  very  (li(rer(;iit  Am(;i"ican  from 
the  Vermonter.      A.  very  i)Ieasant  illustration 

Fort,y  years  ago  the  American  traveller  in  of  this   s(;])a,rate   fuid   individual   life   of  the 

Europe  often  read  upon  the  liotel  register  the  States  is  furnished  by  Mr.  Abj-a.ham  Payne,  an 
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eminent  leader  of  liis  profession  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Avlio  "in  tlie  fallow  leisure  of  ins  life" 
writes  in  a  colloquial  and  sini})le  way  about 
tlie  noted  Rhode  Island  lawyers  of  his  time. 
To  read  bis  book  is  like  sitting  in  bis  otiice 
and  listening  to  the  friendly  talk  of  a  veteran 
about  bis  contemporaries,  for  however  keen 
bis  tongue  may  have  been  tbouglit  to  be  by 
bis  oj)ponents  at  the  bar,  and  however  satir- 
ical his  humor,  it  is  plain  when  be  begins  to 
speak  of  bis  comrades  and  elders  at  the  bar 
that  bis  memory  tlirows  upon  them  a  pensive 
light  of  tenderness,  antl  tliat  only  the  honey 
of  the  bee  lingers  upon  bis  lips. 

Mr.  Payne  tells  some  excellent  stories,  for 
the  recollections  of  every  lawyer  of  experience 
and  a  shrewd  sense  of  humor  must  necessarily 
teem  witb  them.  An  e})igram  of  a  Rhode 
Island  magistrate.  Judge  Shearman,  goes  far 
to  justify  the  saying  of  a  ^[assachusetts  law- 
yer, that  genius  is  less  gift  than  industry.  A 
lazy  lawyer  was  ridiculing  the  restless  activ- 
ity of  a  younger  biother,  when  the  judge  dry- 
ly remarked,  "•Well,  well,  an  engine  of  one- 
cat-power  running  all  the  time  will  do  more 
Mork  than  an  engine  of  forty  horse-power 
standing  still."  Many  names  are  mentioned 
which  are  entirely  meaningless  outside  of  the 
limits  of  little  Rhode  Island,  but  which  are 
full  of  significance  there,  and  intimately  asso- 
ciated witb  the  history  and  life  of  the  State. 

The  book,  indeed,  is  a  striking  illustration 
of  our  present  text.  Despite  the  feeling  with 
\Yhicli  the  fellow -citizen  from  Virginia  or 
Louisiana  recorded  that  fart  upon  the  inno- 
cent hotel  register  at  Interlachen  or  drowsy 
Pisa,  as  if  it  were  a  resounding  challenge  to 
all  caitiff  Americans  of  another  mind,  it  is 
true  that  this  local  vigor  makes  the  collective 
strength,  and  that  State  pride  begets  national 
power.  But  the  gentleman  from  the  banks  of 
the  Red  River,  or  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Ashley  and  the  Cooper,  stood  so  erect  that 
be  leaned  backward,  and  naturally  lost  bis 
balance. 

Yet  it  is  the  spirit  and  tbe  tradition  -which 
appeared  in  that  defiant  register,  and  which 
gives  a  racy  local  charm  to  Mv.  Payne's  Remi- 
niscences, which  make  an  unwise  centralization 
impossible,  and  explain  the  profound  political 
truth  of  our  national  legend,  E  jjlurlbus  unum. 


Mr.  Parnell  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  per- 
sonages of  the  time.  There  are  not  many  at 
any  time,  and  they  do  not  always  pass  into 
the  Pantheon  when  they  die.  Lord  Bc-acons- 
field  was  unquestionably  one  toward  the  close 
of  bis  career,  but  he  will  hardly  remain,  like 
Chatham  and  Burke.  jMr.  Parnell,  however, 
although  an  active  figure  in  contemporary 
politics,  and  therefore,  like  all  such  figures, 
somewhat  belittled  by  imperfect  knowledge, 
has  apparently  an  extraordinary  opportunity. 
Tbe  man  who  brings  the  long  and  trying  Irish 
and  English  question  to  a  satisfiictory  conclu- 
sion will  be  associated  with  a  great  historic 
event  and  become  a  historical  figure. 


At  this  moment  ^Ir.  Parnell  holds  an  actual 
power  in  Ireland  which  is  i^erhajis  essentially 
greater  tl»an  that  held  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in 
England  or  by  Bismarck  in  Germany,  because 
it  rests  upon  the  virtually  undivided  confi- 
dence of  his  -countrymen.  Both  Gladstone 
and  Bismarck  hold  their  own  against  large 
and  organized  ])arties.  But  while  the  Ulster 
Irishmen  do  not  all  follow  Parnell,  tb.e  over- 
whebning  drift  of  Irish  sympathy  is  with  him. 
He  has  virtually  dictated  the  selection  of  al- 
most all  of  the  Irish  members  of  Parliament, 
and  they  are  all  i)ledged  to  obey  him.  One 
correspondent  calls  him  the  most  ])owerful 
Irish  leader  since  the  Conquest.  It  is  certain 
that  witb  little  of  tbe  eloquence  or  the  per- 
sonal ])opular  charm  which  have  distinguished 
the  Irish  leaders  since  Flood,  he  is  stronger 
than  any,  ami  the  hope  which  has  inspired 
them  all,  and  which  has  survived  centuries  of 
a])parent  hopelessness,  seems  about  to  be  ful- 
filled by  the  cool,  dry,  impassive  Parnell. 

His  skill  has  been  shown  by  his  use  of  bis 
opportunities.  Clearly  to  peiceive  the  situa- 
tion, and  thoroughly  to  comprehend  your  re- 
sources and  the  efiective  way  of ai)plying  them, 
is  tbe  secret  of  leadership  in  state-craft  as  else- 
where. Parnell  I)elieves  that  every  advantage, 
or,  as  he  holds,  eveiy  right,  of  Ireland  has  been 
extorted  from  England  by  annoying  her.  He 
knew  the  bitter  conflict  of  parties  in  England, 
and  be  saw  that  the  Irish  vote  holds  the  bal- 
ance of  power  in  Parliament.  To  make  that 
vote  absolutely  his  own  ;  to  cast  it  solidly  for 
any  man  or  party  or  policy  which  should  fa- 
vor his  policy  in  Ireland  ;  to  use  it  with  both 
parties  as  a  threat  or  a  bribe;  to  master  par- 
liamentary law  so  as  to  obstruct  legislation  le- 
gally ;  in  a  word,  to  make  the  success  of  either 
party  dependent  upon  him  —  this  has  been 
bis  aim,  and  he  has  apparently  accomplished 
bis  purpose. 

Organized  insurrection  he  has  repressed. 
Boycotting  and  individual  crimes  he  has  not 
condemned,  thinking,  ])robably,  that  while 
savagely  denounced  by  the  English  press  they 
would  be  interpreted  by  English  intelligence 
as  incidents  inseparable  from  individunl  wrong 
and  national  oppression.  Mr.  ParnelFs  has 
been  a  deliberate,  well-considered  course. 
Persistence  in  it  has  carried  him  steadily  for- 
ward. There  is  no  rival  near  the  throne.  His 
actual  ascendency  was  strikingly  shown  at 
Mayo,  where  be  persuaded  a  community  re- 
solved to  support  a  certain  candidate  to  set 
him  aside,  and  unanimously  and  enthusiastic- 
ally to  support  Mr.  ParnelFs  choice. 

He  is  indeed  an  uncrowned  king,  and  should 
he  die,  there  is  no  one  to  take  U])  his  sceptre. 
No  fabulous  monarch  of  Tara's  Hall,  no  lord 
of  the  round  towers,  no  wild  Celtic  chieftain, 
was  so  powerful  a  ruler.  A  short  time  Avill 
show  whether  his  power  also,  like  the  harp 
of  Tara,  will  be  unstrung,  and  bis  deeds  re- 
main buried,  resultless,  under  the  stream  of 
time,  like  those  stern  round  towers  of  other 
days. 


Ciiitur's 


I. 

rilHERE  are  few  words  so  sympathetically 
I     compliant  witli  a  varied  need  as  the  word 
used  to  conceal  tlie  real  character  oftliis  new 
department  of  the  New  Monthly.     In  almost 
every  dwelling  of  any  pretensions  to  taste  there 
is  nowadays  a  study,  charmingly  imagined  by 
the  architect  and  prettily  equipped  by  the  do- 
mestic powers,  where  the  master  of  the  house 
lounges  away  his  leisure,  scanty  or  abundant, 
and  nobody  apparently  studies.     From  a  very 
early  time,  or  at  least  from  tlie  opening  of  the 
present  genteel  period  when  the  whole  race 
began  to  ])nt  on  airs  of  intellectual  relinement, 
the  "study"  has   beeu   known;  and   even  in 
the  Booh  cf  Snobs  we  read  of  Major  Ponto's 
study,  where  "  the  library  consisted  mostly  of 
boots,-'  gardening   tools,  fishing-rods,  whips, 
spurs,  and  pots  of  blacking ;  and  such  branches 
of  literary  inquiry  were  discussed  as  the  fate 
of  the  calf  or  the  sentence  of  the  pig.     This, 
to  be  sure,  was  the  study  of  a  country  gentle- 
man, and  the  study  of  an   editor  of  such   a 
magazine  as  ours  is  necessarily  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, though  its  appointments  are  equally  ex- 
pressive, we  hope,  of  cultivated  pursuits.     It 
is,  in  any  case,  not  at  all  the  kind  of  place 
which  the  reader,  Avitli  his  mind  full  of  the 
Grub    Street   traditions    of  literature,  would 
fancy — a  narrow  den  at  the  top  of  the  house, 
where  the  occupant,  piled  about  with  books 
and  proofs  and  manuscripts,  darkles  in  a  cloud 
blown  from  his  own  cigar.     The  real  editor, 
before  whom    contributors    tremble,  may  be 
something  like  this  in  his  habitat  and  envi- 
ronment; but  the  unreal  editor,  the  airy,  elu- 
sive abstraction  who  edits  the  Study,  is  quite 
another    character,  and   is    fittingly   circum- 
stanced.    Heavy  rugs  silence  the  foot  upon 
his  floor;    nothing  but  the  costliest  master- 
pieces gleam  from  his  walls;  the  best  of  the 
old  literatures,  in  a  subtly  chorded  harmony 
of  bindings,  make  music  to  the  eye  from  his 
shelves,  and  the  freshest  of  the  new  load  his 
richly  carved  mahogany  table.     His  vast  win- 
dows of  flawless  plate  look  out  upon  the  con- 
fluent waters  of  the  Hudson  and  the  Charles, 
with  expanses,  in  the  middle  distance,  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  Great  Lakes,  and  the  Gold- 
en Gate,  and   in  the  background   the  misty 
line  of  the  Thames,  with  reaches  of  the  re- 
moter Seine,  and  glints  of  the  Tiber's  yellow 
tide.     The  peaks  of  the  Apennines,  dreamily 
blending  with  those  of  the  Sierras,  form  the 
vanishing-point  of  the  delicious  perspective; 
and  we  need  not  say  tl.iat  the  edifice  in  wiiich 
this  study  luxuriously  lurks  commands  the  very 
best  view  of  the  Washington  Monument  and 
the  two-pair-front  of  the  national  Capitol.    As 
a  last  secret  we  will  own  that  the  edifice  is  an 
American  architect's  adaptation  of  a  design 
by  the  poet  Ariosto,  who  for  reasons  of  econ- 
omy built  himself  a  very  small  house  in  a  back 


street  of  Ferrara,  while  he  lavished  his  palaces 
on  the  readers  of  his  poetry  at  no  expense  to 
himself;  it  was  originally  in  the  Spanish  taste, 
but  the  architect  has  added  some  touches  of 
the  new  Renaissance,  and  has  done  what  he 
could  to  impart  a  colonial  flavor  to  the  whole. 

In  sucli  keeping,  the  editor  of  the  Study 
proposes  to  sit  at  fine  ease,  and  talk  over  with 
the  reader — who  will  always  be  welcome  here 
— such  matters  of  literary  interest  as  may  come 
up  from  time  to  time,  whether  suggested  by 
the  new  books  of  the  day  or  other  accidents 
of  the  literary  life.  The  reader  will,  of  course, 
not  be  allowed  to  interrupt  the  editor  while 
he  is  talking;  in  return  the  editor  will  try  to 
keep  his  temper,  and  to  be  as  inconclusive  as 
possible.  If  the  reader  disagrees  with  him 
upon  any  point,  he  will  be  allowed  to  write  to 
him  for  publication,  when,  if  the  editor  can 
not  expose  the  reader's  folh^,  he  will  be  apt  to 
suppress  his  letter.  It  is  meant,  in  other  terms, 
to  make  the  Study  a  sort  of  free  parliament, 
but  for  the  presiding  officer  only;  or,  a  sympo- 
sium of  one. 

The  editor  comes  to  his  place  after  a  silence 
of  some  years  in  this  sort,  and  has  a  very  pretty 
store  of  prejudices  to  indulge  and  grudges  to 
satisfy,  which  he  will  do  with  as  great  decency 
as  possible.  Their  victims  will  at  once  know 
them  for  prejudices  and  grudges,  and  so  no 
great  harm  will  be  done;  it  is  impartiality 
that  is  to  be  feared  in  these  matters,  and  a 
man  who  likes  or  dislikes  can  never  be  impar- 
tial— though  perhaps  a  woman  might.  The 
editor  will  not  deny  that  in  addition  to  his 
prejudices  and  grudges  he  has  some  opinions, 
honest  as  opinions  go,  but  cherished  possibly 
because  he  has  had  no  opportunity  to  ex- 
change them  with  others.  With  a  reader  re- 
duced to  silence,  the  aff'air  of  their  expression 
w^ill  be  very  simple;  the  reader  will  accept 
them  or  not  as  he  likes,  and  having  no  chance 
to  reply,  will  not  be  argued  into  them.  While 
the  editor's  guest,  he  is  invited  to  look  at  the 
same  books  and  consider  the  same  facts  with 
him,  and — tacitly,  of  course — may  disable  his 
judgment  as  much  as  he  will.  If  he  is  not 
content  with  this,  there  will  always  be  a  vast 
body  of  literature  not  under  discussion,  and 
he  may  turn  for  relief  to  that. 


11. 

If  any  one,  for  example,  prefers  the  History 
of  England,  which  JNIajor  Ponto  had  been  read- 
ing ail  the  morning  when  he  asked  Mr.  Snob 
into  his  study,  there  is  certainly  no  reason  why 
he  must  join  the  editor  in  turning  over  the 
novels  which  happen  for  the  most  i)art  to 
cumber  his  table.  If  himself  a  novelist,  he  will 
probably  not  care  so  much  for  them  as  for 
some  sol ider  sorts  of  literature  ;  he  will  choose 
almost  any  history,  or  biography,  or  travels,  or 
volume  oimemoires  vour  servir,  which  will  feed 
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his  iniairination  ami  affonl  liini  iiiatt'iial,  like 
so  niiicli  lite;  it"  he  is  an  unsucecssfiil  novelist, 
he  ^vill  in  this  nay  spare  hiniselt'the  sting  of 
envy,  nhich   certain   of  the    books   before  us 
miiilit  intlict.     Yet,  if  he  is  not  this,  if  he  is  a 
reader  who  reads  novels,  and  not  a  reader  who 
writes  them,  we  think   he  will  do  himself  a 
pleasure  by  looking  at  a  few  of  them  with  us. 
For  our  own  part,  these  novels  strike  us  in 
their  range  and  tendeney  as  admirable.  We  will 
not  say  they  are  all  good,  or  that  any  of  them  is 
wholly  good  ;  but  we  tind  in  nearly  every  one  of 
them  a  disposition  to  regard  our  lift'  without  the 
literary  glasses  so  long  thought  desirai^le,  and 
to  see  character,  not  as  it  is  in  other  fiction,  l)ut 
as  it  abounds  outside  of  all  fiction.     This  dis- 
position   sometimes  goes  with  poor   enough 
performance,  but  in  some  of  the  books  it  goes 
with  ])erformance  tiiat  is  excellent ;  and  at  any 
rate  it  is  for  the  present  more  valuable  than 
evenness  of  ]ierformance.     It  is  what  relates 
American  fiction  to  the  only  living  movement 
in  imagiuative  literature,  and  distinguishes  by 
n  superior  freshness  and  authenticity  this  group 
of  American  novels  from  a  similaily  accidental 
group  of  English  novels,  giving  them  the  same 
good  right  to  he  as  the  like  number  of  recent 
Russian  novels,  French  novels,  Spanish  novels, 
Italian  novels,  Norwegian  novels.     If  we  take 
one  of  the  best  of  these  new  fictions  of  ours, 
like  ^liss  ]\Iurfree's  Prophet  of  the  Great  Smolij 
Mountain,  we  shall  hardly  find  it  inferior  in 
method  or  manner  to  the  best  of  the  new  fic- 
tions anywhere  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  charming  effect 
of  literary  skill  working  simply  and  naturally, 
and  marred  only  here  and  there  by  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  bad  school  we  were  all  brought  up 
in.     It  is  well  to  call  things  by  their  names, 
even  if  they  are  spades,  and  when  ]Miss  ^lurfree, 
liaving  arrived  at  a  thrilling,  triumphant  mo- 
ment with  her  lovers,  breaks  bounds  and  tells  us 
that  the  ''  wild  winds  whirled  around  the  great 
Smoky  INIountain,  and  the  world  was  given 
over  to  the  clouds  and  night,  and  the  rain  and 
the  drops  splashed  with  a  dreary  sound  down 
from  the  eaves  of  the  house,"  we  know  whom 
she  learned  that  poor  business  of — ^vho  the 
great   master  was,  that,  having  done    a  fine 
thing,  abandoned  himself  to  hysterical  emo- 
tionality over  it,  or  what  people  call  "sympathy 
with  his  characters,"  and  presently  wandered 
off  into  a  waste  of  hollow  and  sounding  verbi- 
age.    AVe   have    some   fear,  also,  that  Dick- 
ens, with  his  Victor  Ilugoish  martyr  of  a  Sid- 
ney Carton,  was  not  wholly  absent  when  the 
last  *^nd  of  lAIiss  INIurfree's  Proj^Iiet  was  ima- 
gined, though   probably  enough   he  was  not 
present  to  the  author's  consciousness.     It  is 
not  in  such  romantic  wise  that  men  really  die 
for  men  ;  the  real  sacrifices,  indeed,  have  been 
offered  for  races,  not  for  persons  ;  it  is  not  aft- 
er this  manner  that  even  a  saint  gives  his  life 
to  save  his  enemy's.     If  Kelsey's  sulxstitution 
of  himself  for  Alicajah  Green,  whom  theCayces 
meant  to  kill,  was  insanely  voluntary,  it  was 
not  interesting,  for  no  act  of  lunacy  is  so,  ex- 
cept pathologically  ;  if  it  was  voluntary,  it  was 


romantic,  which  is  worse  than  uninteresting; 
if  it  was  accidental,  it  was  insignificant.  Jhit 
it  is  really  the  least  important  nn\tter  of  a 
freshly  delightful  and  artistic  book,  dealing 
so  strenuously  with  a  strange  world  that  even 
in  our  strangeness  to  it  we  liave  the  courage 
to  call  it  faithful.  The  author  has  painted  us 
those  Tennessee  mcnnitaineers  of  hers  before, 
but  never  a  gnnip  so  bold  and  cognizable  as  the 
tranquil-conscience«l,  not  unamiably  homicidal 
Cayces,  with  their  brush-whiskey  still;  the  im- 
placably jealous  Hick  Tyler;  the  brutally  av- 
aricious bliicksmith  Fletcher;  and  the  Avhole 
neighi)orhood  of  lank-lxxlied,  religious,  un- 
moral, primitive-])assioned  people;  and  that 
dreamy  yet  clear-headed,  sim|)ly  generous, 
and  thoroughly  sensible  beauty,  Dorinda.  The 
girl  is,  in  fact,  the  best  figure  of  the  story: 
when  it  touches  her,  it  rises  and  brightens;  n 
note  liinj)id  and  serene  strikes  above  the  min- 
gling of  harsh  sounds  ;  a  light,  cool  yet  tender 
and  lovely,  throws  its  efHuence  across  the  rude 
picture.  It  does  not  matter,  after  one  has  val- 
ued her  aright,  that  the  Prophet  himself  re- 
mains misty  rather  than  mystical,  and  seems 
to  have  been  scarcely  worth  the  pains  taken 
with  him.  The  art  of  the  book  is,  for  the 
most  ])art,  very  good  ;  there  is  little  comment ; 
the  people  speak  for  themselves.  If  we  are 
perhai)s  called  too  often  to  look  at  the  land- 
scape, the  landscape  is  certainly  always  worth 
looking  at,  and  the  book,  wherever  it  escapes 
from  tradition,  both  satisfies  and  ])i(pies.  Aft- 
er one  has  linished  it,  one  wants  to  know  wiiat 
Miss  ^lurtVee's  next  book  will  be  like. 

Through  such  work  as  hers  and  Air.  Cable's 
the  South  is  making  itself  heard  in  literature 
after  a  fashion  likely  to  keep  attention  as  well 
as  to  provoke  it.  These  writers,  while  they 
study  so  carefully  the  actual  speech  and  man- 
ners of  the  people  they  write  of,  still  permit 
themselves  a  certain  romance  of  motive;  but 
the  other  day  there  came  to  us — or  was  it  the 
other  week  or  month?  the  succession  of  these 
things  is  so  rapid — another  Southern  book, 
very  well  written  too,  which  concerned  itself 
with  some  phases  of  our  varied  national  life, 
and  with  characters  moved  by  the  natural 
im})ulses  that  we  see  at  play  in  the  ])eople 
al)()ut  us.  The  authoress  of  Across  the  CJia.sm 
overdoes  her  Northern  hero  somewhat,  and 
makes  him  a  bit  of  a  prig— a  good  deal  of  a 
prig;  but  the  Southern  personages  she  con- 
trasts him  with  are  obviously  true  and  well 
done  both  as  to  their  good  and  their  bad 
qualities.  She  has  also  finely  guessed  and 
happily  suggested  the  Northern  people,  whom 
she  was  not  so  much  concerned  to  make  im- 
pressive as  her  hero,  and  she  has  used  tliem  as 
a  foil  to  her  Southerners,  who  think  themselves 
ladies  and  gentlemen  because  their  families  and 
neighborhoods  think  them  so,  and  who  have 
none  of  the  social  anxiety,  the  wish  to  be  of 
vogue,  which  attends  the  citizens  of  ourAvider 
and  richer  and  more  knowing  world.  They 
are  all  brought  on  the  scene  at  AVashington— 
very  good  ground  for  fiction  still,  if  one  will 
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honestly  snbsoil  it — where  the  Sontbemers  atmospl^ere.  Tliis  decided  localization  is  most 
come  up  with  a  humoroasly  necognized  air  valuable;  more  valuable  still  is  the  artistic 
of  eoDung  back  to  their  own,  and  are  shown  quiet  of  the  book,  which  takes  at  once  a  high 
poor,  provincial,  a  little  bewildered,  and  rather  level,  and  keeps  it  witliout  the  emotional  fool- 
braggart,  but  touched  with  a  patriotic  tender-  isJmess  of  manner  or  the  contorted  pseudo- 
ness  which  also  shows  them  wholly  free  from  dramaticism  of  method  which  caase  the  com- 
the  snobbishness  that  mars  the  good-breeding  passionate  to  grieve  over  so  much  of  our  fic- 
of  the  Northerners.  Snobbishness  is  rather  a  tion,  especially  our  lauT-f  :t;  d. 
hard  word  for  it,  perhaps;  it  is  not  really  so  The  grip — we  mil-  :  say  the  clutch 
bad  as  that.  A  distingnished  and  polished  — of  a  liand  not  new  .  .  but  here  mak- 
Bostonian  like  Genenil  Gaston  is  flattered  at.  ingitself  felt  with  novel  j>ower,  is  laid  ui>on  the 
a  certain  piece  of  social  attention  which  leaves  reader  of  ^  W.k6d  <»f  Fire.  It  is  the  most  in- 
the  imagination  of  an  Alabama  brigadier  quite  tense,  the  most  al^orbing,  by  far,  of  the  stories 
unmoved — ^possibly  because  the  AlaMmian  ]iias  we  have  lately  read ;  and  we  think  no  one  can 
not  the  perspective  for  viewing  it  aright.  The  read  it  without  recognizing  in  it  a  distinct  and 
hand  that  can  give  us  actualities  like  Charley  individual  quality,  which,  whatever  it  is,  ought 
Somers,  the  local  adorer  of  the  heioine  in  the  to  Ije  hereafter  known  as  Mr.  Bates's.  He  has 
Southern  viUage  where  she  has  lived, and  Major  taken  a  lurid  theme,  the  dark  problem  of  he- 
King,  the  shabby,  arrogant  rebel  soldier  who  reditary  insanity,  and  he  studies  it  with  relent- 
comes  to  call  upon  her  in  the  evening,  at  Wash-  less  vigor  in  the  story  of  a  young  girl  who  goes 
iugton,  and  stays  till  eleven  o'clock,  is  des-  mad  at  last^  on  her  wedding  day,  througii  fear 
tined  to  lietter  work  hereafter,  and  should  not  of  the  family  taint.  He  wisely  refuses  to  ask 
tiouble  itself  with  such  conventicnal  ifigures  us  to  be  interested  in  her  a  moment  after  lier 

as  Louis  Gaston,  the  hero-prig  ftxjni  Boston,    madness  comes  r     -       -     -:.ow  all  her 

and  Alan  De<»urcey,  the  too  i^scinatinglj  anguish  and  des  nient.  He 
wicked  and  ifine-worldly  unreality  i&om  Balti-  ha?'":  r'  "  _  and  full  of 
more.  pai  as  the  co- 
^STot  that  we  would  be  exacting  with  a  very  queiuj  .-  ..it  relief  the 
clever  little  book  that  had  given  us  pleasure,  tragedj  ^  -  ns  and  quarrels  with 
Perha^  two  or  three  thoroughly  well  repie-  the  ^  .^  ::  jjiimaris  Wain w right's 
sented  people  are  all  that  one  has  a  right  to  ins  These  characters  are  Ixjth 
askof  a  novel;  though  in  that  case  they  ought  very  t^-^  .  .  _:" — -'  .  _'/  -  '-"_  .  heart- 
to  l^e  the  principal  people.  We  should  not  less  teas  _  T^upon 
have  asked  more  j&om  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  if  the  doc:  .  -  :  _,iiTii.i  i^s  tiiorough 
he  had  no  more  to  give  us  in  Ms  novel  Im  science  .;...'_.  "3y  a  certain  native 
Wiar  27»«^,  than  the  perfectly  divined  charac-  brutality  jind  s;:  :'  '  ::ry:  the  reader 
ter  of  Ezi^  Wendell,  for  example.  It  was  a  who  is  not  cl]arr_ .  ■  -  ^  ;  :a  is  made  very- 
new  thing  to  attempt  to  paint  a  cowardly  na-  sMllfiilly  to  feel  i/.c  :  "  ;-t  have  for  each 
ture  like  that;  audit  was  no  less  the  affair  of  other.  The  motive  ; ;  :  .  _  ;  k  is  almost  ro- 
agoodartthanofahniaane  spirit  to  do  Justice  mantic,  but  the  tTeaiii.ez.i  is  not  at  all  lo- 
to  the  gentleness  that  goes  with  the  timidity,  mantic;  it  is  scientific.  P-atnralistie :  it  has  its 
the  sensibility  that  accompanies  the  iklsen<^s,  lapses  of  art,  bur  :'  ?  '.;:"'  '  :\:  rs^'-  \-  kept  in  the 
the  good-win  that  qualifies  tlie  selfishness.  It  foil  ligijt  of  day.  :, ".  f_  i::  :  /!  -  -:::..  ere  is  some- 
is  a  very  deep  and  awfid  tragedy,  that  poor  thing  apparentlv  s::_^  ::  .-  '  "ne  with  the  ro- 
soul's,  and  if  it  does  not  hiring  convieti^n  cf  mantic  rzc^tive.  ^ :  --:  -T.Ti—ise  to  turn  alle- 
dnto  the  reader,  in  an  age  t' '  :;  _  -  r  '  :  ;  goric  f//  v.  its  victim's  haTids. 
that,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  stir  -  -  .  _:  -^  >  The  scr.  -:  _  is  largely  in  Boston, 
to  be  a  little  truer;  and  this.  ;  _  -  '  and  for  the  rest  ax  an  oid  country  house  not 
gentlemen  who  intend  writ:  1- _  :.  /-  :  .  far  away,  nud  the  social  e72^f?zz.rj'P'<s  is  percepti- 
consideiation  of  our  successors,  is  - .  z-_  r :  : .  iieg  bly  B:  s :  :: : ..  :: 
for  the  novel  to  do  than  "  to  be  er:e:T:.:Hng,"  ~_ 
which  is  well  enough  too.     One  feels  in  tlae  ^"^' 

portrayal  of  Wendell  a  touch.  ^"eriflT  r.-^:  I:: -':-::  Doks  an  din  3Ir.  Pi  card"  sun  equally 
strong,  which  has  equal  force  5::  _  :  ~x  noTelette  of  A.  Minion  FIqw€t  (he 
terization  of  Mi  s'ster  Ann.  Tl.  _  ■  ;  •  _  :  .  :  ^  -  i  J.  Matter  of  T^sf^.  Ms  first  b':>ok.  bet- 
in  two  extreme-  "  :  7  :  -  "  .  upon  the  whole);  in  a  painfully  faithftil  but 
one  the  moraT  :  -  - :  -  ::  :  finally  unhopeml  little  study  of  Yankee 
other,  hys::  .:;  —  -  '.  Till-AgQ  life  CRlle^  A  J^ewFM'grlandCons^uTi'Se.hj 
fi-omre:is- :  _  _,_:_„_.:.:  ^.7.  .:_  __  ;_::  3IisslBelle  C.  Greene;  in  Mr.Edgar  Fawcett's 
of  s: ;  e  -  -ness.  It  is  not  strange  if  &^fml  SUImwetiss^  which,  in  spite  of  their  high 
L~  J  e     -        _    -         icted  with  so  much  power  coloring  and  the  overdnamatization  of  the  pa- 

as  til  -      -    "l-drifted  ]!^ew-Englandeis  trician  quality  of  3It.  Manhattan,  the  supposed 

s^;      "                   -        r'tief  effect  of  the^bookin  author,  do  strongly  suggest  certain  probable 

:                   -                :\    egh  it  is  true  that  the  phases  of  ]^ew  York  society — ^in  all  these  books 

'-:              ..;,.__  _ :  i.^e  story  is,  as  some  one  we  find  not  only  that  disposition  to  look  nt  !:^e 

-    -7  said,  PJiiiadelphian  as  distinguish-  which  we  have  noted,  but  a  disposition  : 

e  1 1- .  „  :  ..5  Bostonian  or  Southern  or  Western  at  it  keenlv  and  closelv  in  the  ri sht  Am :  : 
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manner,  find  to  question  tlic  results  with  tlielast 
tineness  tor  their  meaning  anil  their  value. 
There  is  conscience  and  purpose  in  it  all,  and 
it  is  all  far  from  the  make-believe  "Greek" 
theory  of  art  for  art's  sake — as  if  the  Greekest 
of  the  Greek  art  were  not  for  religion's  sake, 
as  the  Greeks  understood  it.  Moreover,  in  this 
American  tiction,  American  life  is  not  only  get- 
ting looked  at,  but  getting  fairly  well  ri'i)re- 
sented,  not  in  some  typical  eml)odiment  long 
dreamed  of  as  the  business  of  :i  great  Ameri- 
can novel,  but  in  details  of  motive  and  char- 
acter slowly  and  honestly  assembled  by  many 
hands  from  its  vast  spaces  and  varieties.  We 
shall  probably  never  have  a  great  American 
novel  as  f  mcied  by  the  fondness  of  critics,  and 
for  our  own  part  we  care  no  more  to  have  it 
than  to  have  "a  literary  centre."  which  from 
time  to  time  the  injudicious  set  about  tixing  in 
this  i^lace  or  that,  but  mainly  estal)lishing  in 
New  York,  to  tlie  lasting  shame  and  loss  of 
Boston.  It  is  not  a  question  that  need  be  seri- 
ously discussed,  but  we  invite  tiie  friends  of  a 
literary  centre  to  observe  that  literary  centres 
and  artistic  centres  and  scientific  centres  and 
religious  centresand  political  centreshave  hith- 
erto been  the  creations  of  monarchies,  not  to  say 
despotisms,  and  that  they  are  quite  alien  to  the 
S])irit  of  the  federal  nationalities.  These  na- 
tionalities, in  Italy  and  Germany,  got  on  ex- 
tremely well  without  sucli  centres,  and  it  is 
probal)le  that  if  we  once  had  a  literary  centre 
irremovably  fixed  in  New  York,  we  should  next 
liave  a  sceptred  Boss  sitting  in  the  City  lltdl. 
with  a  poet  employed  to  cover  it  with  verses  in 
his  praise.  But  with  a  literary  centre  scatter- 
ed all  over  the  country,  as  our  political  centre 
uow  is,  there  is  no  danger  of  this;  and  instead 
of  having  one  poor  Westminster  Abbey  on 
One-thousandth  Street,  or  that  neighborhood, 
we  shall  be  able,  when  a  sufficient  number  of 
us  die,  to  fill  the  whole  land  with  well-stocked 
Westminster  Abbeys.  We  imagine,  in  fact, 
that  one  reason  why  so  many  distinguished 
gentlemen,  when  asked  the  other  day  to  pro- 
nounce for  or  against  an  American  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  failed  to  favor  it,  was  not  so  much 
because  they  objected  to  one  another  being  in- 
terred there,  or  elsewhere,  as  because  they  fore- 
saw tliat  if  the  desire  for  a  literary  centre  ful- 
lilled  itself,  the  Al)bey  would  have  to  be  built 
in  New  York,  where  the  celebrities  would  be 
convenient  for  sepulture  in  it,  and  where  there 
are  already  several  extinct  celebrities  keeping 
about  the  streets  for  want  of  fitting  tombs  to  lie 
down  in.  It  is  a  spirit  of  jealousy,  we  admit, 
and  it  operates  fatally  in  the  case  of  a  National 
New  York  Grant  Monument.  The  same  spirit, 
however,  kept  Italy  glorious  through  all  her 
mediiieval  life,  when  not  Rome  or  Naples  or 
Florence  or  3Iilan  was  the  intellectual  centre, 
but  every  rock-built  or  sea-girt  provincial  city 
exulted  to  be  the  home  of  the  letters  and  the 
arts.  That  civilization,  which  ours  resembles 
more  than  any  other  in  its  intense  localism, 
gave  certain  memorable  names  to  the  world, 
and  without  prophesying  that  our  resemblance 


to  it  will  be  of  as  much  eft'ect,  we  are  very  will- 
ing to  go  without  a  literary  centre  for  a  while 
yet. 

IV. 

We  have  the  more  patience  because  we  hope 
that  our  inherited  English  may  be  constantly 
freshened  and  revived  from  the  native  sources 
which  literary  decentralization  will  help  to 
keep  open,  and  we  will  own  tiiat  as  we  turned 
over  those  novels  coming  from  Philadilphia, 
from  New  3Iexico,  from  Boston,  from  Tennes- 
see, from  rural  New  England,  from  New  York, 
every  local  fiavor  of  diction  gave  us  courage 
and  pleasure.  M.  Alphonse  Daudet.  in  a  con- 
versation which  ]Mr.  Boyesen  has  set  down  in 
a  recently  recorded  interview  with  him,  said, 
in  speaking  of 'J'onrguenefi':  "What  a  luxury 
it  must  be  to  have  a  great  big  untrodden  bar- 
baric language  to  wade  into  1  We  ]>oor  fel- 
lows who  w«)rk  in  the  language  of  an  old 
civilization,  wc  may  sit  ami  chisel  our  lit- 
tle verbal  felicities,  only  to  find  in  the  end 
that  it  is  a  borrowed  jewel  we  are  polishing. 
The  crown  jewels  of  our  French  tongue  have 
])assed  through  the  hands  of  so  many  genera- 
tions of  monarchs  that  it  seems  like  presump- 
tion on  the  part  of  any  late-born  pretender  to 
attempt  to  wear  them.*' 

This  grief  is,  of  course,  a  little  whimsical. 
31.  Dau(iet  Avas  expecting  Mr.  Boyesen  to  say, 
as  he  immediately  said,  that  31.  Daudet  was 
himself  a  living  refutation,  and  so  forth,  and  so 
forth  ;  yet  it  has  a  certain  measure  of  reason 
in  it,  and  the  same  regret  has  been  more  seri- 
ously expressed  by  the  Italian  poet  Aleardi : 

"  Muse  of  an  airoJ  people,  in  the  ove 
Of  fading  civilization,  I  was  born. 

Oh,  fortunate, 

My  sisters,  who  in  the  heroic  dawn 

Of  races  sung!     To  them  did  destiny  give 

The  virgin  fire  and  chaste  ingenuousness 

Of  their   land's    speech;    and,  reverenced,  their 

hands 
Ran  over  potent  strings." 

It  will  never  do  to  allow  that  we  are  at  such  a 
desperate  pass  in  English,  but  something  of 
this  divine  despair  we  may  feel  too  in  think- 
ing of"  the  spacious  times  of  great  Elizabeth,'" 
when  the  poets  were  trying  the  stops  of  the 
young  language,  and  thrilling  with  the  sur- 
prises of  tiicir  own  music.  We  may  comfort 
ourselves,  however,  unless  we  prefer  a  luxury 
of  grief,  by  remembering  that  no  language  is 
ever  old  on  the  lips  of  those  who  speak  it, 
no  matter  how  decrepit  it  droj)s  from  the  pen. 
Wc  have  only  to  leave  our  studies,  editorial 
and  other,  and  go  into  the  shops  and  fields 
to  find  the  "spacious  times''  again  ;  and  from 
the  beginning  Realism,  before  she  had  got 
a  name  or  ])ut  on  her  capital  letter,  had  di- 
vined this  near-at-hand  truth  along  with  the 
rest.  ]\[r.  Lowell,  the  greatest  and  finest  real- 
ist who  ever  wrought  in  verse,  showed  us  that 
Elizabeth  was  still  Queen  where  he  heard 
Yankee   fitrmcrs   talk ;    and   without  asking 
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that  onr  novelists  of  tlie  widel}'  scattered 
centres  shall  each  seek  to  Avrite  in  his  local 
dialect,  wc  art'  i^lad,  as  ^^•c  say,  of  every  tint 
any  of  llu'ui  uds  from  the  ])ailanee  he  hears; 

it  is  imirli  ln'tlcr  lli;m  llic  tiiil  lie  will  ^-ct  iVom 
\\\c  parlaiUT  ln'  rc;ul>.  ( h\r  iircd  iiol  iii\  ilc 
slaiiu'  into  tiu'  company  i  f  il^  Ixaicrs.  tlnuiuli 
pniiaps  >lani4-  has  ])vv\\  dI•o|)))in^•  its  .s  ;nid  lic- 
(■oniiiiL!,'  lanunau'e  ever  since  tlu'  worKl  bc^-an, 
and  is  tcitainly  sometimes  drliulit  Inl  and  1or- 
ciMf  lu'yonil  [\\c  ivarti  ofllic  dirlionaiT.  \\'e 
would  not  \\[\\c  any  owe  j^'o  nliout  l\)V  new 
Avords,  lait  il"  one  of  iluan  came  aptly,  not  to 
reject  its  lirlp.  I''or  mw  novl•li^ts  to  ti-y  to 
write  AnuM'iranly.  iVoni  any  moiixc,  would  lu' 
a  dismal  error,  lait  ^^'ln^■  lioi'ii  Aiuci'it'ans, 
we  \\tudd  liavo  iluan  u>r  "'  Anirfirani-ms'' 
wdieiR'ver  those,  serve  iheir  turn;  ami  when 
their  characters  speak,  we  slunild  like  to  hear 
them  s})eak  true  American,  wit  h  all  the  vary- 
ino;Tennesseean,P]iiladeli)liiau.  lio-toniau.and 
New  York  aeeenls.  If  we  bother  ourselves  to 
write  what  tho  eiitics  imagine  to  be  '"Eng- 
lish," we  shall  he  prig'gisli  and  artificial,  and 
still  more  so  if  we  make  (Uir  Americans 
talk  *"  English. "  There  is  also  this  serious 
disadvantage  al)out  "English,"  that  if  we 
wrote  the  best  *' English"  in  the  world,  prob- 
ably the  English  themselves  would  not  know 
it,  or,  if  they  did,  certaitdy  wanild  ni)t  t)wn  it. 
It  has  always  be^ai  supposed  by  grammarians 
and  |uiri--ts  that  a  language  can  be  kept  as 
they  liuil  ii  ;  but  languages,  while  they  live, 
are  perpetually  changing.  God  apparently 
meant  them  t\)r  tlie  common  people — wdiom 
Lincoln  believed  God  liked  because  He  had 
made  so  many  of  tlu  lu ;  and  the  common 
people  will  use  them  iVrely  as  they  itsi>  other 
gifts  of  God.  On  tluar  lips  onv  eontiiuaital 
English  will  differ  more  and  more  from  the 
insular  English,  and  we  believe  that  this  is 
not  deplorable,  bnt  desirable.  Our  tongue  will 
always  be  iiUelligible  enough  to  our  cousins 
across  seas  to  enable  them  {o  enjoy  this  tle- 
partment  of  the  M'w  Monthh/^  and  we  should 
not  fear  a  diminished  circulation  of  tlu-  .Maga- 
zine among  them  if  we  became  (]uite  faithful 
in  our  written  English  to  the  s[)oken  English 
of  this  continent. 

V. 

TVe  wish  we  could  find  something  as  na- 
tional as  the  novels  give  ns  in  either  the  ])er- 
formance  (u*  the  promise  of  tlu-  illustratetl 
books  with  which  the  season  loads  the  ed- 
itor's table  and  the  bookseller's  counter;  but 
except  in  the  American  excellence  of  engrav- 
ing we  shall  hardly  discover  it.  The  books 
are  so  like  the  books  of  former  holidays  tluit 
we  might  imagine  ourselves  very  much  younger 
than  we  are  in  turning  them  ovei*.  In  wdiat  wise 
do  these  sumptuous  volumes  of  1885  difier  from 
the  sumptuous  volumes  of  ISTo  or  1865  ?  With 
a  single  exception,  not  certainly  in  novelty  of 
conception  or  design,  though  generally  the  me- 
chanical l^eauty  of  their  execution  has  distinct- 
ly increased.     We  think,  upon  the  wdiole,  that 


Messrs.  Houghton,  ]\Iifflin,  and  Co.  have  made 
the  handsomest  book  of  the  sort  in  the  illus- 
tration of  Dr.  Holmes's  poen\  of  The  Last  Leaf 
wdneh  has  yet  issued  from  our  press;  but.  on 
the  other  hand,  in  their  V(dume  of  Mr.  Whit- 
tier's  rm  Ills  ojW.il iir<  they  liave  maile  almost 
the  Ugliest.  The  inti'rior  of  that  volume,  with 
the  text  covering  the  i)age  from  top  to  bottom 
in  larue  jMint,  is  like  a  child's  book;  and  the 
])leastire  one  might  get  from  the  faithful  land- 
scapes of  3lr.  Kingsley  is  quite  spoiled  by  this 
setting.  We  should  say  it  was  the  very  ugliest 
book  we  liad  seen,  if  we  iiad  not  suffered  from 
th(»  cover  o^ Favorite  Poemx  from  ]\Iiss  Ingelow, 
NN  hieh  Messrs.  lloberts  Brothers  have  illustra- 
ted: a  chef-d\vuvre  of  tastelessness,  wdiere  a 
deeply  relieved  metal  izeil  effigy  of  St.  Botolph's 
Church  in  old  Boston  looks  like  a  silver-platetl 
geyser.  The  pictures  within  are  some  good 
and  some  bad,  after  the  manner  of  pictui'cs 
made  to  poems;  but  one  remains  resenting  the 
cover  w  hile  looking  at  them.  Mr.  Bought<ni's 
Sletchintj  liamhhs  in  lL)Uan<l^  from  the  press  of 
Messrs.  Harper  and  Brothers,  with  his  own  pic- 
tures and  j\Ir.  Abbey's  in  abundance,  is  in  its 
S(^rt  perhaps  tlie  most  attractive;  they  draw 
the  meaning  as  well  as  the  form  of  things ;  and 
in  Mr.  Howells's  Tuscan  Cities  Mr.  Pennell  has 
done  some  of  liisbestwork,wdiich  is  always  gay, 
bright,  honest,  and  expressive  of  the  joy  of  iloing. 
Of  the  text  it  will  not  do  for  us  to  s})eak,but  we 
may  praise  that  of  JMr.  Hamerton's  Paris  in 
Old  and  Present  jf7/»<>',  which  3[essrs.  Roberts 
Brothers  give  us  with  many  interesting  re- 
productions of  old  prints,  engravings,  and 
etchings.  Messrs.  Putnam's  Sons  publish  a 
luxurious  edition  of  D'Amicis's  Spain  and,  the 
Sjyaniards,  exquisite  in  printing,  paper,  and 
binding,  and  unique  in  the  little  Japan-proof 
wood-engravings  with  which  each  chapter  is 
prefaced  ;  but  not  so  good  in  its  other  illustra- 
tions, Messrs.  Ticknor  and  Co.,  wdio  publish 
Tuscan  Cities,  \\a\e  issued  Childe  Harold  in  an 
illustrated  volume,  wdnch  is  not  of  a  nc\v  fash- 
ion ;  it  is,  in  fact,  of  the  old  tradition  of  illus- 
tration, wdiich  many  people  will  always  like; 
and  so  are  nearly  all  the  other  holiday  books 
that  we  have  seen,  except  ^Ir.  Howard  Pyle's 
quaint  children's  book,  Pepper  and  Salt.  He 
has  gone  to  the  useful  Ja2)anese  for  some  hints 
in  his  amusing  pictures,  and  in  the  text  witli 
which  he  has  blended  them  he  has  employed 
his  own  invention  and  that  of  legend  Avitli 
equal  charm.  But  we  must  return  to  llie Last 
Lcar\  which  has  been  touched  Avith  graphic 
felicity  in  every  reticulation  by  ^Er.  F.  Hop- 
kinson  Smith  and  ]\Ir.  George' Wharton  Ed- 
wards, for  the  chief  impression  of  originality 
Ave  are  to  get  from  the  holiday  books.  In  this 
an  elder  ajiid  statelier  Boston  is  charmingly  re- 
flected in  certain  visages  and  vistas,  and  the 
light  of  a  colonial  tin^e  is  thrown  fancifully 
over  all. 

So  far  as  it  is  colonial  it  is  ours;  it  is  ima- 
gined in  delightful  sympathy  with  the  poem, 
and  delighttully  realized;  but  another  year 
we  would  gladly  see  something  still  more  an- 
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thentic  in  the  association  of  art  with  literature 
— something  distinctive  in  our  holiday  books, 
as  our  illustrated  magazines  are  distinctive  and 
pertinent  to  our  date  and  lite.  The  multitude 
and  popularity  of  our  holiday  books  are  char- 


acteristically American  ;  can  they  not  begin  to 
be  American  in  something  else  ?  Of  course  it 
is  first  of  all  desirable  that  a  thing  of  that 
sort  should  be  beautiful,  even  before  it  is  na- 
tional; but  with  us  it  is  so  often  neither  I 
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POLITICAL. 

OUR  Record  is  closed  on  the  16tli  of  Xo- 
veniber. 

State  elections  resulted  as  follows:  October 
13,  Ohio,  Republican  ;  Xoveniber  3.  Xew  York. 
Virginia,  Mississippi,  and  Maryland,  Demo- 
cratic; Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Iowa, 
and  Nebraska,  Republican. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  by 
President  Clevelaiul:  Governor  of  Idaho,  Ed- 
ward A.  Ste\enson;  Charles  D.Jacobs,  Minis- 
ter to  the  United  States  of  Colombia ;  Rev. 
J.  L.  M.  Curry,  Minister  to  Spain  ;  F.  H.  Wins- 
ton, Minister  to  Persia  ;  William  E.  Smith,  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Alfred  P. 
Edgerton,  of  Iowa,  W.  L.  Trenholm,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  D.  B.  Eaton,  of  Xew  York,  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  (the  last-named  a  tem- 
porary re-appointment);  Leverett  Saltonstall, 
Collector,  Boston. 

Flood  Rock,  near  Hallet's  Point,  Xew  York, 
was  successfully  blown  up  by  General  Xewtou 
October  10. 

The  I'nited  States  debt  was  decreased 
S13.276,774  18  during  the  month  of  October. 

The  marriage  of  Prince  Waldemar,  third  son 
of  King  Christian  of  Denmark,  and  Princess 
Marie,  daughter  of  the  Due  and  Duchesse  de 
Chartres,  was  celebrated,  October  22,  at  the 
Chateau  d'Eu,  France. 

Servia  on  November  14  declared  war  against 
Bulgaria.  Servian  outi)osts  had  repeatedly  at- 
tacked Bulgarian  frontier  posts. 

The  French  elections,  October  4,  resulted  in 
an  unexpected  Conservative  triumph.  The 
new  Chamber  will  comprise  205  Conservatives 
and  391  Republicans  or  Radicals. 

The  Brazilian  Congress  has  passed  a  bill  for 
the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  that  coun- 
try. 

The  Prussian  elections  for  members  of  the 
Diet,  October  29.  fixed  the  strength  of  the  par- 
ties in  the  Lower  House  as  follows:  Conserva- 
tives, 140;  Free  Conservatives,  GO;  Clericals, 
99 ;  National  Liberals,  70 ;  New  German  Liber- 
als, 44 ;  Poles,  14  ;  Danes,  2 ;  Guelphs,  3. 

The  Pope  issued  an  encyclical  letter  quoting 
the  syllabus  of  Pins  IX.  against  modern  civili- 
zation, and  approving  it.  It  denounced  popu- 
lar government,  and  insisted  upon  the  obedi- 
ence of  subjects  to  their  sovereigns,  and  upon 
sovereigns'  obedience  to  the  Pope.  Religion, 
the  Pope  said,  ought  to  enter  into  daily  life. 
He  urged  Catholics  to  take  part  in  all  munici- 
pal political  elections. 


The  hist  spike  in  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way was  driven  near  Eagle  Pass,  British  Co- 
lum1)ia,  November  7. 

The  reply  of  King  Theebaw  of  Biirmah  to  the 
British  ultimatum  was  deemed  hostile  and  iu- 
ade(iuate.  In  response  to  the  British  demand 
for  the  control  of  tlie  Burmese  foreign  relations, 
the  King  said  lie  must  first  consult  France, 
Germany,  and  Italy.  Followin*;  this  he  de- 
clared war.  Thereupon  Lord  DutlVrin,  Vice- 
roy of  India,  ordered  General  Piendergast,  com- 
mander of  the  Burniah  exi)editioiiarv  force,  to 
invade  Bnrniah  forthwith,  and  proceed  with  all 
haste  to  ca[)ture  Mandalay. 

DISASTERS. 

September  23. — Seventeen  persons  crushed  to 
death  in  Stockholm  during  an  ovation  to  Ma- 
dame Nilsson. 

October  f^. — Charterhouse  Buildings,  London, 
burned.     Loss,  815.000,000. 

October  11. — Terrific  storm  off  the  coast  of 
Labrador.  Seventy  fishing  vessels  wrecked, 
and  more  than  fifty  lives  lost. 

Xovember  6. — Iron  steamer  Algomo,  of  The 
Canadian  Paeific  Railway  C(Jin[>any,  Avrecked, 
and  forty-ei^iht  lives  lost. 

Xoveyuber  13. — Great  fire  in  Galveston,  Tex- 
as.   Over  300  houses  burned.     Loss,  §2,r)00,000. 

OBITUARY. 

Se2)tember  22. — In  Hamilton,  Virginia,  Com- 
modore A.  A.  Semmes,  U.S.N. 

September  23. — In  New  York,  George  Wilkes, 
journalist,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

September  24. — In  London,  Anthony  Ashley- 
Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  aged  eighty-four 
years. 

October  1.— In  Tottenville,  New  lork,  Will- 
iam Page,  artist,  aged  seventy-four  years. — 
In  London,  Sir  John  Hawley  Glover,  former- 
ly Governor  of  Newfoundland,  aged  fifty-six 
years. 

October  10. — In  New  York,  John  McCloskey, 
the  first  American  cardinal,  aged  seventy-five 
years. 

October  14. — In  Monterey,  California,  Henry 
W.  Shaw,  better  known  as  "Josh  Billings," 
humorist,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

October  16. — In  London,  Field-Marshal  the 
Right  Hon.  Hugh  Henry  Rose,  Baron  Strath- 
uairn,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

October  17. — In  London,  Thomas  Davidson, 
scientist,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

October  29. — At  St.  Cloud,  Orange  Mountain, 
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New  Jersey,  General  George  B.  McClellau,  in  his 
fifty-nil] til  yenr. 

Octoher  31. — In  Dublin,  the  Duke  of  Aher- 
corn,  foiinerly  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
aged  seventy-five  years. 

Kovemher  4. — In  London,  Eobert  Thorburn, 
miniature  painter,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Novemher  8. — lu  New  York,  ex-Judge  Albert 


Cardozo,  aged  fifty^-seven  years. — In  Philadel- 
phia, John  McCuUough,  tragedian,  aged  fift}^- 
three  years. 

Novertiher  10. — In  London,  Dr. William  Benja- 
min Carpenter,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Kovemher  13. — In  San  Francisco,  California, 
ex-United  States  Senator  William  Sharon,  in 
his  sixty-fifth  year. 


CMtnv's  DrmiiBt 


THE  Drawer  desires  to  put  in  a  plea  for  the 
so-called — but  not  so  called  by  it — Flnc- 
tuating  Female.  Modern  fiction  seems  to  like 
to  dwell  more  and  more  upon  the  nncertain, 
unpredictable,  illogical  action  of  the  female 
mind,  as  if  it  were  a  fault  or  a  reproach.  There 
is  usually  a  touch  of  satire  in  the  kindly  writer 
when  he  ai^pears  to  dwell  admiringh^  upon  the 
changing  moods,  whims,  impulses,  of  a  lovely 
woman.  By  pointing  these  out  and  dwelling 
npon  them  he  gets  a  reputation  of  understand- 
ing woman,  of  having  surprised  her  secret.  He 
sometimes  has  the  air  of  expecting  to  improve 
her,  or  at  least  to  change  her,  by  holding  up 
to  view  her  inconsequent,  fluctuating  conduct. 
He  seems  to  be  searching,  furthermore,  for 
some  law  of  her  being  that  will  ap^il}"  to  all 
women,  so  that  when  he  has  studied  one  he 
will  know  all.  And  always,  in  one  way  or 
another,  it  is  imj)ressed  upon  the  public  mind 
that  this  non-uniformity  of  action  according 
to  some  plain  law  is  somehow  a  reproach  to 
the  sex.  All  literature,  in  fact,  is  full  of  this 
notion  that  what  with  insufferable  insolence 
is  called  the  inconstancy  of  woman  is  a  most 
unfortunate  element  in  human  life,  that  be- 
cause you  can  not  jiredict  from  what  a  woman 
did  yesterday  what  she  will  do  to-morrow,  or 
because  no  two  women  can  be  expected  to  act 
alike  under  similar  circumstances,  therefore 
our  social  life  is  all  a  muddle.  Now  it  were 
easy  to  prove  that  a  chief  charm  of  woman  is 
in  her  infinite  variety  and  unexpectedness,  but 
the  Fluctuating  Feuiale  needs  to  rest  her  de- 
fense upon  no  such  superficial  argument.  This, 
her  fluctuating  equality,  is  the  necessary  basis 
of  society  and  of  i^olite  letters.  Probably  it 
is  the  only  thing  that  will  save  us  from  the 
cast-iron  uniformity  of  the  results  of  social 
science. 

Take  the  novel.  The  interest  of  the  novel 
— the  real  story,  not  the  social  science  tract — 
is  in  love-making.  And  the  interest  in  the 
love-making  in  the  novel  lies  in  the  uncer- 
tainty and  individuality  of  the  female  mind; 
that  is  to  say,  every  case  is  positively  a  new 
one.  Not  onl^^  is  it  impossible  to  lay  down  a 
rule  of  action  for  this  mind,  a  rule  evolved 
from  the  study  of  innumerable  cases  in  fiction 
and  in  real  life,  but  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
I)redict  what  will  be  its  action  from  a  study 
of  its  own  tendency.     Hence  the  inexhaust- 


ible interest  of  the  comedy  or  tragedy,  as  it 
may  be,  and  the  infinite  resources  of  the  stu- 
dent of  love-making  and  the  adjustment  of 
the  relation  of  man  to  woman,  Avhicli  is  the 
great  business  of  life.  The  interest  in  the 
novel,  if  it  is  a  story  of  love,  is  inexhaustilde 
not  only  because  every  woman  is  different 
from  every  other,  but  because  every  real  avo- 
man  has  infinite  A^ariety  of  impulse  and  action 
in  herself.  If  the  lover  in  the  noA'el  were  sure 
to  find  his  beloved  every  day  just  the  same, 
the  public  would  not  care  to  read  about  more 
than  one  interview.  Fiction  Avould  perish  of 
monotony.  If  the  female  mind  had  a  law  of 
uniformity,  and  the  novelist  were  to  discover 
it,  he  would  simjdy  kill  the  goose  that  lays 
the  golden  eggs  of  literature.  He  would  dis- 
sipate all  the  mystery  and  charm  of  his  art. 
But  there  is  no  danger.  The  novel  in  this  is 
a  reflection  of  real  life.  The  great  interest  of 
the  world  lies  in  the  uncertainty  attending 
love-making,  and  in  the  variety,  the  incalcu- 
lable mood  and  action,  of  woman  in  all  circum- 
stances. Take  an  api)eal  to  experience.  It 
IS  true  that  there  are  Avomen  who  are  compar- 
ativel}^  stolid,  reduced  to  rnle  and  uniformity. 
But  they  are  uninteresting.  Who  is  it  that 
forever  excites,  charms,  attracts,  and  makes 
life  lively  and  varied  and  Avortli  living?  It 
is  the  Fluctuating  Female,  the  Avoman  who 
does  and  says  the  unexpected,  who — to  make 
the  case  extreme — has  tears  one  minute  and 
smiles  the  next,  who  can  pass  easily  from  gay 
to  grave,  and  keep  expectation  on  tiptoe  for 
her  delightful  A^ariations.  Life  would  be  in- 
tolerably' stupid  if  she  were  otherwise. 

Doubtless  she  somehow  obej-s  a  law  of  her 
being,  a  higher  law  that  can  not  be  measured 
and  reduced  to  rule.  Aiid  it  is  this  quality 
of  fluctuation  that  is  the  hope  and  safety  of 
society.  We  have  a  conceit  in  these  days 
that  if  we  can  get  together  a  sufficient  number 
of  facts  on  an^'  subject,  we  can  evolve  a  cer- 
tain general  rule.  We  hope  by-and-by  to  make 
a  science  of  political  economy  out  of  our  ob- 
servations. We  do,  in  fact,  set  up  a  machinery 
of  this  sort  based  upon  facts,  and  are  surprised 
that  it  does  not  Avork,  forgetting  that  we  liaA'e 
left  out  of  the  calculation  such  imponderables 
as  imagination,  need  of  sympathy,  and  other 
elusive  mental  and  moral  conditions.  Now 
woman,  with  her  divinely  ordered  A'ariableness 
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and  obedience  to  the  liigher  law  of  bein<j  -uliieli 
\ve  conceitedly  call  illo<i;ical,  stands  I'ortnnate- 
ly  ill  the  way  of  a  cast-iron  socioloijy,  or  science 
of  it,  by  wliicli  we  are  all  exi)ected  to  become 
parts  of  a  piece  of  machinerj-  niovin«;  Avitli 
clock-like  precision.  Man  does  not  know  wliat 
is  f;ood  for  him.  He  thinks  he  likes  regularity 
and  uniformity,  and  he  works  away  at  his  for- 
mula to  produce  them.  If  he  could  realize  his 
idea  lie  would  die  of  monotony.  If  he  were 
able  to  predict  from  his  experience  what  any 
given  woman  would  do  next — that  is,  any  real 
woman  whose  individuality  is  not  crushed  out 
of  her — he  Avould  tind  that  the  woild  had  lost 
all  its  salt  and  relish.  Changeable?  Let  us 
Lope  so.  If  the  wind  did  not  blow  and  shift, 
and  give  us  now  a  zephyr  an<l  now  a  hurricane, 
the  atmosiihero  would  stagnate,  and  life  on  the 
globe  become  insupportable.  It  is  perfectly 
Avell  known  tliat  num,  left  to  himself,  is  likely 
to  fall  into  ruts  and  habits,  and  grow  uninter- 
esting. We  sometinu'S  say  that  lie  is  uncer- 
tain. And  so  he  is  in  a  most  disagreeable 
way;  but  he  is  a  plodding,  uniform  subject 
compared  with  the  other  sex,  whose  incalcula- 
ble mood  or  humor  \^  in  human  life  what  the 
weather  is  in  nature — sunshine,  clouds,  rain, 
animation.  To  know  the  future  would  be  a 
very  doubtful  boon.  But  to  know  woman,  to 
know  one  woman,  or  for  a  woman  to  know  her- 
self, would  take  the  zest  out  of  life.  What  we 
are  pleased  in  our  conceit  to  call  in  her  sex  the 
Fluctuating  Female  is  the  d(;lightful,  saving, 
indispensable  element  in  the  higher  economy 
of  life.  

Confusion  necessarily  obscures  expression. 
A  gentleman  recently  crossing  the  St.  George's 
Channel  from  Holyhead  to  Dublin,  being  some- 
what fatigued,  fell  asleep,  leaving  his  ticket 
with  a  friend.  He  had  slept  but  a  short  time, 
however,  when  he  Avas  rudely  awakened  by  a 
clerk  collecting  tickets.  He  indignantly  re- 
proved him,  adding  that  his  friend  had  his 
ticket,  whereupon  the  clerk  replied:  *' Ah,  sure 
enough,  I  have  it.  But  I  am  very  sorry,  and 
if  you  had  only  told  me  that,  I  wouldn't  have 
waked  you  up."        

The  late  Josh  liillings  was  once  on  a  pas- 
senger train  bound  for  his  old  home  at  Lanes- 
borough,  Massachusetts.  On  the  train  were 
several  commercial  travellers,  who,  to  while 
away  the  time,  jiroposed  a  game  of  whist.  A 
fourth  man  was  wanted,  and  a  gentleman  sit- 
ting near  was  requested  to  take  a  hand. 

"  No  ;  I  do  not  play.  But  there  is  an  old  fel- 
low who  is  a  capital  player;  try  him" — pointing 
to  the  "old  fellow,"  who  sat  demurely  on  the 
seat  in  front. 

"Good  player,  is  lie?"  said  the  commercial 
man.  "Then  we'll  have  some  fun  with  old 
Hayseed;"  and  accosting  thequiet,  farmer-like 
passenger,  the  young  man,  whoso  cheek  was 
his  fortune,  blandly  said:  "My  venerablefriend, 
we  would  like  to  have  you  take  a  hand  in  a 


game  of  cards  with  us,  just  to  while  away  the 
time.      Will  yon  oblig(;  us?" 

Looking  the  young  man  in  the  face  a  mo- 
ment, "old  Hayseed"  answered,  "Ya-as,  we'll 
be  there  in  ab;iout  three  hours." 

"  You  don't  understand,  my  friend  ;  we  want 
you  to  take  a  hand — " 

"  Ya-as,  the  stand  o'  corn  is  very  good — on- 
common  handsome." 

The  commercial  man  was  annoyed.  "  Speak 
a  little  louder,"  suggested  the  gentleman  in  the 
seat  behind;  "he  is  somewhat  hard  of  hear- 
ing." 

"My  friend!"  shouted  the  young  fellow, 
"will — you — take — a — hand — in — a — game?" 

"Ya-as,  game  is  oncommon  plenty;  all  you 
want  is — " 

"Oh,  go  to  the  devil!  You're  as  deafns  a 
post!"  and  the  man  of  cheek  sulisided,  amid 
the  laughter  of  his  companions. 

When  Lanesborough  was  reached,  "old  Hay- 
seed" arose  to  depart,  when  he(juietly  handed 
his  card  to  the  commercial  man,  who  sat  glum 
in  his  seat,  and  in  a  particularly  comical  Avay 
remarked:  "Young  man,  when  you  travel  on 
vonr  cheek,  don't  get  hay-seed  in  your  eye. 
Sccf" 

The  young  fellow  glanced  at  the  card.  The 
su])erscription  was — "Josh  liillings." 

Josh  got  oft"  the  train,  and  the  man  of  cheek 
had  to  lind  a  seat  in  another  car  to  escape  the 
"run"  on  him  by  his  com[)anions. 


The  trader  in  Greeuport,  Long  Island,  had  a 
feeling  for  the  unities  when,  some  time  ago,  he 
hung  a  shingle  sign  in  front  of  his  grocery 
which  Yeiu]/^  (Iroccrics,  Siccet  Cider,  and  Under- 
taker:'   

HUMORS  OF  THE  BAE. 
There  is  a  lawj'cr  in  Boston  who  is  in  the 
habit  at  times  of  addressing  individual  jury- 
men Avhen  inattentive  or  restless,  and  some- 
times his  arfjumcntiim  ad  Iwminem  is  eftective. 
Some  time  ago  he  was  trying  a  case  against  a 
street  railway  company,  and  there  Avas  an  old 
sailor  on  the  jury  who  seemed  to  give  no  heed 
to  what  either  counsel  said.  The  lawyer  made 
his  most  eloquent  appeals,  but  all  in  vain. 
Finally  he  stopped  in  front  of  the  sailor  and 
said:  "Mr.  Juryman,  I  will  tell  you  just  how 
this  happened.  The  plaintiff*  was  in  command 
of  the  outward-bound  open  car,  and  stood  in 
her  starboard  channels.  Along  came  the  in- 
ward-bound close  car,  and  just  as  their  bows 
met  she  jumped  the  track,  sheered  to  port, 
and  knocked  the  plaintiff"  off  and  ran  over 
him."  The  sailor  was  all  attention  after  this 
version  of  the  atfair,  and  joined  in  a  $5000  ver- 
dict for  the  injured  man. 

Another  time  he  Avas  trying  a  case  against 
the  city  of  LaAvrence  for  a  stout  Avoman  of 
rather  unprepossessing  appearance.  Right 
behind  the  foreman  sat  a  colored  juryman 
A\'ho    Avould    Aveigh    nearly    three     hundred 
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pounds.  The  defect  in  the  street  was  very 
slight,  and  the  colored  man  evidently  took  no 
stock  in  the  claim.  Argument,  persuasion, 
and  pathos  were  alike  lost  on  him.  Then  the 
lawyer,  who  is  rather  a  small-sizcul  man,  said: 
"Mr.  Forenuin,  the  defect  was  very  slight,  but 
the  streets  of  a  city  should  be  safe  for  all 
chisscs  of  peojde,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
old  and  Mh',  young,  the  slight  and  the  stout. 
You  are  slender,  and  if  you  had  been  there  you 
would  not  have  fallen,  but  you  see  that  the 
gentleimin  behind  you  and  I  are  just  about  of  a 
hnild.  Now  we  and  this  poor  woman  have  Just 
as  good  a  right  in  the  street  as  you  have." 
The  negro's  face  brightened  up,  and  when  the 
jury  retired  he  persistently  voted  for  a  mill- 
ion dollars  damages,  until  at  last  he  was  in- 
duced to  agree  with  the  others  on  a  moderate 
verdict. 

Many  years  ago  there  was  a  judge  in  Boston 
who  was  more  noted  for  his  sound  judgment 
and  great  knowledge  of  law  than  for  his  court- 
esy to  counsel  or  suitor.  One  day  at  the  open- 
ing of  a  term  of  his  court  a  large  number  of 
gentlemen  drawn  as  jurors  begged  to  be  ex- 
cused fnnn  serving.  As  one  after  another 
gave  his  reasons,  a  frown  began  to  grow  on 
the  judge's  face.  Another  man  asked  to  be  let 
off. 

"  What  for  ?" 

"  I  can  not  hear  readily,  and  am  afraid  I  may 
not  get  all  the  evidence." 

"  How  long  have  you  been  deaf?"  asked  the 
judge,  in  a  low  tone. 

"About  ten  years." 

"Can  you  hear  ordinary  conversation  ? — can 
you  hear  me  now?"  said  tlie  judge,  dropping 
Lis  voice  almost  to  a  whisper. 

"Oh  yes,  sir,  I  can  hear  you." 

The  judge  looked  sternl}'^  at  him  a  fnll  min- 


acting  as  chaplain  to  the  leader  of  the  last 
Chinese  rebellion,  who  was  at  the  time  hold- 
ing his  court  at  Nanking,  lie  was  at  times  the 
recipient  of  articles  of  dress  or  adornment 
which  to  other  than  the  native  eye  were  more 
striking  than  elegant.  On  one  occasion  he 
received  a  crown  or  tiara  of  gilt  pasteboard, 
Avhich  the  usurping  emperor  desired  him  to 
Avear  when  he  ofticia.ted  before  the  army.  This 
gaudy  hut  worse  than  worthless  present  was 
accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  and  valuable 
ring,  nuide,  in  the  manner  of  the  Chinese,  from 
pure  (or  unalloyed)  gold.  The  reverend  gen- 
tleman sat  down  and  wrote  to  the  emperor 
that  on  consulting  his  Bible  he  found  the 
apostle  Paul  expressly  forbade  the  acceptance 
of  a  corruptible  crown,  and  in  consequence  he 
begged  to  return  it,  hut  that  as  the  apostle 
was  silent  about  rings,  he  would  be  able  to 
retain  the  one  sent  him  witliout  doing  violence 
to  his  conscience. 


BEYOND  THE  GATE. 
Two  dimpled  hands  the  bars  of  iron  grasped; 
Two  bhie  and  wondering  eyes  the  space  looked 
througli. 
This  massive  gate  a  boundary  had  been  set, 
Nor  was  she  ever  known  to  be  but  true. 

Strange  were  the  sights  she  saw  across  the  way — 
A  little  child  had  died  some  days  before— 

And  as  she  watched,  amid  the  silence  hushed, 
Some  carried  flowers,  some  a  casket  bore. 

The  little  watcher  at  the  garden  gate 
Grew  tearful,  hers  such  thoughts  and  wonderings 
were, 
Till  said  the  nurse:  "Come  here,  dear  child.    Weep 
not. 
We  all  must  go.    'Tis  God  has  sent  for  her." 

"If  He  should  send  for  me"— thus  spoke  the  child— 
"I'll  have  to  tell  the  angel:  'Do  not  wait. 

Though  God  has  sent  for  me,  I  can  not  come ; 
I  never  go  beyond  the  garden  gate.' " 

Kathahine  McDowell  Rice. 


man.     If  he  is  deaf  we  don't  want  him,  and  if 
he  is  a  liar  we  don't  want  him." 

No  more  excuses  were  nuide  that  day. 

At  another  time  an  eminent  lawyer  was  ar- 
guing a  case  before  the  judge,  who  grew  im- 
patient, and  said, 

"Your  point  is  perfectly  understood  hy  the 
Court ;  please  make  your  argument  as  short  as 
possible." 

"I  am  making  it  as  short  as  possible,"  said  the 
lawyer  as  he  proceeded. 

After  a  few  minutes  the  judge  interrux^ted 
him  again,  saying,  "You  are  taking  too  much 
time;  we  have  many  cases  to  hear;  and  I  want 
you  to  understand  that  I  am  sitting  here  for 
the  dispatch  of  business." 

"I  beg  your  pardon,"  said  the  old  lawyer, 
howing  low.  "/  thour/ht  your  honor  was  sitting 
here  to  administer  j ustioe.^^ 

He  was  suffered  to  proceed. 


It  is  said,  writes  a  Han-Kow  correspondent, 
that  when  a  certain  reverend  gentleman  was 


ANECDOTES  OP  TAYLER  LEWIS. 

There  are  thousands  of  graduates  of  Union 
College  who  remember  Avith  pleasure  Dr.  Tay- 
ler  Lowis,  Professor  of  Greek  in  that  institu- 
tion for  nearly  if  not  quite  half  a  century. 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  "the  good  old  An- 
glo-Saxon," as  he  was  pleased  to  term  it,  and 
frequently  criticised  the  introduction  of  for- 
eign words  into  our  language.  The  student 
who  could  get  the  most  Anglo-Saxon  words 
into  his  translations  was  a  favorite  with  him. 
A  waggish  student  in  the  class  of  the  writer 
(1859)  was  translating  in  class  from  one  of  the 
Greek  authors,  and  came  to  a  passage  which 
probably  any  other  member  of  the  class  would 
have  rendered,  "They  were  creating  a  commo- 
tion among  the  divinities,"  hut  which  the  stu- 
dent having  the  floor  read,  "They  were  kick- 
ing up  a  muss  among  the  gods." 

^''  How  is  that  ?"  asked  the  Doctor,  excitedly; 
"give  us  that  again."  And  on  its  being  re- 
peated, smacked  his  lips,  as  he  frequently  did 
when  pleased,  and  exclaimed:  "Good!  good! 
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THE  BRITISH  NAVY. 

Bt  sir  EDWARD  REED. 


WHEN  timber  gave  place  to  iron  and 
steel  in  the  construction  of  war 
ships,  the  naval  possibilities  of  Great  Brit- 
ain became  practically  illimitable.  Prior 
to  that  great  change,  the  British  Admiral- 
ty, after  exhausting  its  home  supplies  of 
oak,  had  to  seek  in  the  forests  of  Italy  and 
of  remote  countries  those  hard,  curved, 
twisted,  and  stalwart  trees  which  alone 
sufficed  for  the  massive  frame- work  of  its 
line-of -battle  ships.  How  recently  it  has 
escaped  from  this  necessity  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  the  present 
writer,  on  taking  office  at  the  Admiralty 
in  1863,  found  her  Majesty's  dock-yards 
largely  stored  wdth  recent  deliveries  of 
Italian  and  other  oak  timber  of  this  de- 
scription. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  inappropriate 
for  one  whose  earliest  professional  studies 
were  devoted  to  the  construction  of  wood- 
en ships,  but  whose  personal  labors  have 
been  most  largely  devoted  to  the  iron  era, 
to  pay  a  passing  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
constructive  genius  of  those  great  builders 
in  wood  who  designed  the  stanch  and 
towering  battle  ships  of  the  good  old  times. 
Skillful  indeed  was  the  art,  sound  indeed 
was  the  science,  which  enabled  them  to 
shape,  assemble,  and  combine  thousands 
of  timbers  and  planks  into  the  Grace  de 
Dieu  of  Great  Harry's  day  (1514),  the  Sov- 
raigyie  of  the  Seas  of  Charles's  reign 
(1637),  the  Royal  William  of  half  a  cen- 
tury later  (1682-92),  the  Victory,  immor- 
talized by  Nelson,  and  in  our  own  early 
day  such  superb  ships  as  the  Queen,  the 
Hoive,  and  scores  of  others.  Only  those 
who  have  made  a  study  of  the  history  of 
sea  architecture  can  realize  the  difficulties 
which  the  designers  of  such  structures  had 
to  overcome. 

With  the  introduction  of  iron  and  steel 
for  ship-building  purposes  the  necessity 
for  ransack  in  a-  the  forests  of  the  world  for 


timber  suitable  for  the  frames  and  beam- 
knees  of  ships  passed  away,  and  Great 
Britain,  which  early  became,  and  thus  far 
remains,  first  and  greatest  in  the  produc- 
tion of  iron  and  steel,  was  thus  invited  to 
such  a  development  of  naval  power  as  the 
world  has  never  seen.  The  mercantile 
marine  of  England  at  the  present  time 
furnishes  a  splendid  demonstration  of  the 
readiness  with  which  the  commercial  class- 
es have  appreciated  this  great  opportunity ; 
but  the  Royal  Navy,  by  almost  univer- 
sal assent,  supplies  a  melancholy  counter- 
demonstration,  and  shows  that  neither 
the  capabilities  of  a  race  nor  the  leadings 
of  Providence  suffice  to  keep  a  nation  in 
its  true  position  when  it  falls  into  the 
hands  of  feeble  and  visionary  adminis- 
trators. Any  one  w^ho  will  contrast  the 
British  navy  of  to-day  with  the  British 
navy  as  it  might  and  would  have  been 
under  the  administration,  say,  of  sucli  a 
First  Lord  of  the  x\dmiralty  as  the  pre- 
sent Duke  of  Somerset  proved  himself  in 
every  department  of  the  naval  service  five- 
and-twenty  years  ago,  will  understand  the 
recent  outcry  in  England  for  a  safer  and 
more  powerful  fleet. 

It  is  impossible,  as  will  presently  ap- 
pear, to  describe  the  existing  British  navy 
without  making  reference  to  those  admin- 
istrative causes  which  have  so  largely  and 
so  unhappily  influenced  it ;  but  the  prima- 
ry object  of  this  article  is,  nevertheless, 
to  describe  and  explain  it,  and  only  such 
references  will  be  made  to  other  circum- 
stances as  are  indispensable  to  the  fulfill- 
ment of  that  object. 

It  is  fitting,  and  to  the  present  writer  it 
is  agreeable,  in  these  columns  of  Harper, 
which  circulates  so  widely  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic,  to  take  early  note  of  a  matter 
which  has  perhaps  never  before  been  fully 
acknowledged,  viz.,  the  indebtedness  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  Europe  to  the  United 
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5,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Oface  of  the 
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States  for  some  invaluable  lessons  in  naval 
construction  and  naval  warfare  which 
wei'e  deriveil  from  the  hei*oic  etforls  of 
their  great  civil  war.  The  writer  is  in  a 
position  to  speak  with  full  knowledge  on 
this  point,  as  his  service  at  the  Admimlty. 
in  cliarge  of  its  naval  construction,  com- 
menced during  the  American  conflict,  and 
continued  for  some  yeai^s  after  its  fortu- 
nate conclusion.  Tliere  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  from  the  Monitor  and  her 
successors  European  constructoi*s  and  na- 
val officers  derived  some  extremely  valu- 
able suggestions.  The  Monitor  system 
itself,  pure  and  simple,  was  never  viewed 
with  favor,  and  could  never  be  adopted 
by  England,  except  under  the  severest  re- 
strictions, because  the  work  of  Etigland 
has  mainly  to  be  done  upon  the  high  seas 
and  in  distant  parts  of  the  world,  and  the 
extremely  small  freeboard  of  the  3/o/hYo?', 
or,  in  other  words,  the  normal  submersion 
of  so  very  much  of  the  entire  ship,  is  high- 
ly inconvenient  and  not  a  little  danger- 
ous on  sea  service,  as  the  fate  of  the  Moni- 
tor itself  demonstrated.  But  for  the  work 
the  Monitor  was  designed  to  do  in  inland 
watei's  she  was  admirably  conceived,  and 
her  appearance  in  the  field  of  naval  war- 
fare startled  seamen  and  naval  construct- 
ors everywhere,  and  gave  their  thoughts 
a  wliolly  novel  direction.  In  saying  this 
I  am  not  unmindful  that  seven  yeai-s  pre- 
viously England  had  constructed  steam- 


propelled  "floating  batteries,''  as  they 
were  called,  sheathed  with  iron,  and  sent 
them  to  operate  against  the  defenses  of 
Kussia.  But  u.seful  as  these  vessels  were 
in  many  respects,  their  construction  pre- 
sented no  striking  novelty  of  design,  and 
their  employment  was  unattended  by  any 
dramatic  incidents  to  powerfully  impress 
the  naval  mind.  The  Monitor  was  both 
more  novel  and  more  fortunate,  and  open- 
ed her  career  (after  a  severe  struggle  for 
life  at  sea)  with  so  notable  a  display  of 
her  offensive  and  defensive  qualities  that 
all  eyes  turned  to  the  scene  of  her  ex- 
ploits, and  scanned  her  with  a  degree  of 
interest  unknown  to  the  then  existing 
generation  of  sailoi*s  and  ship-builders. 
Her  form  and  character  were  in  most  re- 
spects singular,  her  low  deck  and  erect 
revolving  tower  being  altogether  unex- 
ampled in  steam-ship  construction.  He 
must  have  been  a  dull  and  conservative 
naval  architect  indeed  whose  thoughts 
Ericsson's  wonderful  little  fighting  ship 
did  not  stimulate  into  unwonted  ac- 
tivity. But  the  service  rendered  to  Eu- 
rope was  not  confined  to  the  construction 
and  exploits  of  the  Monitor  itself.  The 
coasting  passages,  and,  later  on,  the  sea- 
voyages,  of  other  vessels  of  the  Monitor 
type, but  of  larger  size,  were  watched  with 
intense  interest,  and  gave  to  the  naval 
world  instructive  experiences  which  could 
in  no  other  way  have  been  acquired.    Some 
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of  these  experiences  were  purchased  at  tlie 
cost  of  the  lives  of  gallant  men,  and  that 
fact  enhanced  their  value. 

It  is  not  possible  to  dwell  at  length  upon 
the  means  by  which  the  Monitor  influence 
took  effect  in  tlie  navies  of  Europe,  but 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  ships  like 
the  Thunderer^  Devastation^  and  Dread- 
nought, which  naval  officers  declare  to  be 


turret  and  the  hatchways  over  the  ma- 
chinery and  boilers  were  protected  by  an 
armored  breastwork  standing  high  above 
this  low  deck,  whereas  in  the  American 
Monitors  the  turret  rests  upon  the  deck, 
which  is  near  to  the  smooth  sea's  surface. 
We  have  here,  in  the  features  just  con- 
trasted, the  expression  of  a  fundamental 
difference  of  view  between  the  American 
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THE  "  GLATTON." 


to-day  the  most  formidable  of  all  British 
war  ships,  would  have  found  their  way  so 
readily  into  existence  if  the  Monitors  of 
America  had  not  encouraged  such  large 
departures  from  old  world  ideas.  In  this 
sense  the  Times  correctly  stated  some 
years  ago  that  the  "American  Monitors 
were  certainly  the  progenitors  of  our 
Devastation  type."  The  one  ship  in  the 
British  navy  which  comes  nearest  to  the 
American  Monitor,  in  respect  of  the  near- 
ness of  her  deck  to  the  water,  is  the  Glat- 
ton,  a  very  exceptional  vessel,  and  design- 
ed under  a  very  peculiar  stress  of  circum- 
stances. But  even  in  her  case,  as  in  that 
of  every  other  armored  turret  ship  of  the 
present  writers  design,  the   base  of  the 


system,  as  applied  to  sea -going  turret 
ships,  and  the  European  system  of  sea- 
going ships  introduced  by  the  writer.  It 
has  never  been  possible,  in  our  judgment 
on  the  British  side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  re- 
gard even  such  Monitors  as  the  Puritan 
and  Dictator  were  designed  to  be,  as  suffi- 
ciently proof  to  sea  perils.  At  the  time 
when  these  lines  are  being  penned,  the 
following  paragraph  is  appearing  in  Eng- 
lish newspapers:  "TheCunard  steamer 
Servia  arrived  at  New  York  yesterday, 
being  three  days  overdue.  During  a  heavy 
sea  the  boats,  the  bridge,  and  the  funnel 
were  carried  away,  and  the  saloon  was 
flooded."  Any  one  who  has  seen  the  Ser- 
via, and  observed  the  great  height  above 
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tlie  smooth  sea's  surface  at  wliicli  lier 
boats,  bridg-e.  and  funnel  ai*e  carried,  will 
be  at  no  loss  to  infer  avIiv  it  is  that  we  ob- 
ject to  ships  with  upper  decks  within  two 
or  three  feet  only  of  that  surface.  In 
short,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  ships  of 
tlie  latter  type  are  liable,  in  certain  possi- 
ble seas,  to  be  completely  engulfed  even 
to  the  very  tops  of  their  funnels.  In  the 
case  of  the  Ghtfton,  which  had  to  be  pro- 
duced in  conformity  to  ideas  some  of 
which  were  not  those  of  the  designer,  one 
or  two  devices  wei'e  resorted  to  expressly 
in  order  to  secure,  in  an  indirect  manner, 
some  increase  of  the  assigned  buoyancy, 
and  thus  to  raise  the  upper  deck  above 
its  prescribed  height.  The  officers  who 
served  in  her,  however,  judiciously  re- 
garded her,  on  account  of  her  low  deck, 
as  fit  only  for  harbor  service  or  restricted 
coast  defense. 

A  very  dangerous  combination,  as  the 
writer  regards  it.  was  once  proposed  for 
his  adoption  by  the  representative  of  a 
colonial  government,  but  was  successfully- 
resisted.  This  was  the  association  of  a 
"Coles"  or  English  turret  (which  pene- 
trates and  passes  bodily  through  the  wea- 
ther deck)  with  a  low  American  Monitor 
deck.  This  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  with  such  an  arrangement  there  must 
of  necessity  be  great  danger  at  sea  of  seri- 
ous leakage  around  the  base  of  the  turret 
as  the  waves  swept  over  the  lower  deck. 
It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  give  to 
the  long  circular  aperture  around  the 
turret  any  protection  which  would  be 
certain,  while  allowing  the  turret  to  re- 
volve freely,  both  to  withstand  the  fire  of 
the  guns  and  to  resist  the  attack  of  the 
sea. 

It  will  now  be  undei*stood  that  while 
the  Monitor  system  was  from  the  first 
highly  appreciated  in  Europe,  and  moi*e 
especially  in  England,  it  never  was  adopt- 
ed in  its  American  form  in  the  British 
navy.  Russia,  Holland,  and  some  other 
powers  did  adopt  it.  and  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernment had  to  pay  the  penalty  in  the 
total  disappearance  of  a  sliip  and  crew 
during  a  short  passage  in  the  North  Sea 
from  one  home  port  to  another.  In  a 
largely  altered  form,  and  with  many  mod- 
ifications and  additions  due  to  English 
ideas  of  sea  service,  it  was.  however,  sub- 
stantially adopted  in  the  three  powerful 
ships  already  named,  of  which  one.  the 
Dreadnought,  now  bears  the  flag  of  the 
British  admiral  who  commands  the  Medi- 


terranean fleet.*  If  the  opinion  of  offi- 
cer who  have  served  in  these  ships  may 
be  accepted  as  sufficiently  conclusive,  it 
was  a  gi*eat  misfortune  for  the  British 
navy  when  the  ruling  features  of  this  type 
of  ship  were  largely  departed  from  in  its 
fli*st-class  ships,  and  made  to  give  place  to 
a  whole  series  of  so-called  first-class  iron- 
clads, of  which  only  about  one-third  of 
the  length  has  been  protected  by  armor, 
and  which  are  consequently  quite  untit 
to  take  a  place  in  any  European  line  of 
battle. 

The  characteristic  differences  between 
the  American  type  and  the  English  type  of 
sea-going  Monitors  (if  we  may  apply  that 
designation  to  the  Devastation  type)  have 
already  been  stated,  but  may  be  restated 
here  in  a  single  sentence,  viz. ,  the  elevation 
in  the  English  ship  of  the  turret  breast- 
work deck  to  a  height  of  eleven  or  twelve 
feet  above  the  sea's  surface,  and  the  rais- 
ing of  the  upper  deck  generally,  or  of  a 
considerable  part  of  it,  to  at  least  that 
height,  by  means  of  lightly  built  super- 
structures. Over  these  again,  and  many 
feet  above  them,  are  built  bridges  and  hur- 
ricane decks,  from  which  the  ships  may  be 
commanded  in  all  weathers.  Lofty  as 
these  ships  are  by  comparison  with  Amer- 
ican Monitoi'S.  it  is  only  gradually  that 
they  have  acquired  the  confidence  of  the 
naval  service,  so  freely  do  the  waves 
sweep  over  their  weather  decks  when  driv- 
en, even  in  moderate  weather,  against 
head  seas. 

The  British  navy,  having  very  diversi- 
fied services  to  i^erform  during  both  peace 
and  war.  requires  ships  of  various  kinds 
and  sizes.  Its  first  and  greatest  require- 
ment of  all  is  that  of  line-of-battle  ships 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  enable  England 
to  stand  up  successfully  against  any  Euro- 
pean naval  force  or  forces  that  may  threat- 
en her  or  her  empire.  If  any  one  should 
be  disposed  to  ask  why  this  requirement — 
which  is  obviously  an  extreme  one.  and  an 
impossible  one  for  more  than  a  single  pow- 
er— is  more  necessary  for  England  than 
for  any  other  country,  the  answer  must 
be,  Circumspice !  To  look  round  over 
England's  empire  is  to  see  why  her  fail- 
ure on  the  sea  would  be  her  failure  alto- 
gether. France.  Germany,  Italy,  and 
even  Holland,  might  each  get  along  fair- 
ly well,  losing  nothing  that  is  absolutely 

*  The  enfrraviiig  of  the  Dreadnonglit  is  from  a 
drawing  presented  to  tlie  writer  by  the  Chevalier 
De  Martiiio,  a  marine  artist  of  distinction. 
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essential  to  their  existence,  even  if  every 
port  belong'ing'  to  them  "svere  sealed  by  an 
enemy's  squadron.  But  were  Great  Brit- 
ain to  be  cut  otf  from  her  colonies  and  de- 
pendencies, were  her  ships  to  be  swept  from 
the  seas  and  her  ]H:irts  closed  by  hostih^ 
squadrons,  she  woukl  either  be  deprived  of 
the  very  elements  of  life  itself,  or  woukl 
have  to  seek  from  the  compassion  of  her 
foes  the  bare  means  of  existence.  It  is  this 
consideration,  and  the  strong'  parental  care 
which  she  feels  for  her  colonies,  that  make 
her  sons  indignant  at  any  hazardous  re- 
duction of  her  naval  strength.  There  are 
even  in  Eng-land  itself  men  who  can  not  or 
will  not  see  this  danger,  and  who  impnte  to 
those  who  strive  to  avert  it  ambitious. 
selfish,  and  even  sordid  motives.  But  it 
is  to  no  unworthy  cause  that  England's 
naval  anxieties  are  due.  We  have  no  de- 
sire for  war;  Ave  do  not  hunger  for  further 
naval  fame;  we  cherish  no  mean  rivalry 
of  other  powers  who  seek  to  colonize  or  to 
otherwise  improve  theii*  trade;  we  do  not 
want  the  mastery  of  the  seas  for  any  com- 
mercial objects  that  are  exclusively  our 
own.  What  we  desire  to  do  is  to  keep 
the  seas  open  thoroughfares  to  our  vast 
possessions  and  dependencies,  and  free  to 
that  commercial  communication  which 
has  become  indispensable  to  our  existence 
as  an  empire.  To  accomplish  that  object 
we  must,  at  any  cost,  be  strong,  supreme- 


ly strc)ng,  in  European  waters:  and  it  is 
for  this  reason  that  England's  line-of-bat- 
tle  ships  ought  to  be  always  above  suspi- 
cion both  in  number  and  in  quality. 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  assertion  for  an 
Englishman  to  make  when  he  has  to  say 
that  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  case 
at  present.  A  few  months  ago  this  state- 
ment, from  whomsoever  it  emanated, 
would  have  been  received  with  distrust  by 
the  general  public,  for  the  truth  was  only 
known  to  the  navy  itself  and  to  compara- 
tively few  outsiders.  But  the  official  com- 
munications made  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament early  in  December  last  have  pre- 
pared the  world  for  the  truth,  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  Chamber 
of  Peers  and  Sir  Thomas  Brassey  in  the 
House  of  Commons  having  then  proposed 
to  Parliament  a  programme  of  addition- 
al ship-building  which  provided  for  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  immber  of  its 
first-class  ships  and  cruisers,  and  which 
also  provided,  on  the  demand  of  the  pre- 
sent writer,  that  the  cruisers  should  be 
protected  with  belts  of  armor— an  element 
of  safety  previously  denied  to  them.  It 
need  hardly  be  repeated,  after  this  whole- 
sale admission  of  weakness  by  the  Admi- 
ralty, that  Great  Britain  is  at  present  in 
far  from  a  satisfactory  condition  as  re- 
gards botli  the  number  and  the  character 
of  its  ships.      Were  that  not  so,  no  public 
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aoc'itation  could  have  moved  the  orovern- 
nieut  to  reverse  in  several  respects  a  policy 
by  Avhich  it  had  for  so  long  abided. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  broadly  but 
brief!}'  review  the  causes  of  the  present 
deplorable  condition  of  the  British  navy. 
In  the  first  place,  in  so  far  as  it  is  a  finan- 
cial question,  it  has  resulted  mainly  from 
the  sustained  attempt  of  successive  g-ov- 
ernments  to  keep  the  naval  expenditure 
within  or  near  to  a  fixed  annual  amount, 
notwithstanding  the  palpable  fact  that 
every  branch  of  the  naval  service,  like 
most  other  services,  is  unavoidably  in- 
creasing in  cost,  while  the  necessities  of 
the  empire  are  likewise  unavoidably  in- 
creasing. The  consequence  is  that,  as  offi- 
cers and  men  of  every  description  must 
be  paid,  and  all  the  charges  connected 
therewith  must  in  any  event  be  fully  met, 
the  ship-building  votes  of  various  kinds 
are  those  upon  which  the  main  stress  of 
financial  pressure  must  fall.  From  this 
follows  a  strong  desire,  to  which  all  Boards 
of  Admiralty  too  readily  yield,  to  kee]) 
down  the  size  and  cost  of  their  first-class 
ships,  to  the  sacrifice  of  their  necessary 
qualities.  This  may  be  strikingly  illus- 
trated b\'  the  fact  that,  although  the  iron 
Dreadnought,  a  fii-st-class  shij),  designed 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ngo.  had  a  dis- 
placement of  10,820  tons,  and  was  pow- 
erful in  proportion,  the  Admiralty  have 
launched  but  a  single  ship  (the  Inflexible) 
since  that  period  of  which  the  displace- 
ment has  reached  10,000  ton.s.  In  fact, 
every  large  iron-clad  ship  for  the  British 
navy  since  launched  has  fallen  from  1200 
to  2400  tons  short  of  the  Dreadnoiighfs 
displacement,  and  has  been  proportional- 
ly feeble. 

If  this  cutting  down  in  tlie  size  of  the 
principal  ships  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
attended  by  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
the  sizes  of  the  ships  of  other  powers,  or 
even  by  some  advantages  of  design  which 
largely  tended  to  make  up  for  the  defect 
of  size,  there  might  be  something  to  say 
for  it.  But  the  French  ships  have  shown 
no  such  falling  off  in  size,  and  have  ben- 
efited as  fully  as  the  English  ships  by  the 
use  of  steel  and  by  the  improved  power 
and  economy  of  the  marine  steam-engine. 

Simultaneously  with  the  reduction  in 
the  size  of  the  English  ships  there  has 
been  brought  about — voluntarily,  and  not 
as  a  consequence  of  reduced  size,  for  it 
was  first  applied  in  the  largest  of  all  Brit- 
ish men-of-war,  the  Inflexible— a  system 


of  stripping  the  so-called  armored  ships 
of  the  English  navj^  of  a  large  part  of 
their  armor,  and  reducing  its  extent  to  so 
deplorable  a  degree  that,  as  has  already 
been  said,  they  are  quite  unfit  to  take 
])art,  with  any  reasonable  lioi)e  of  success, 
in  any  general  engagement.  Here,  again, 
there  might  liave  been  something  to  say 
for  a  large  reduction  in  the  armored  sur- 
face of  ships  if  it  had  been  attended  by 
some  great  compensation,  such  as  that 
which  an  immense  increase  in  the  thick- 
ness of  the  armor  applied  might  have  pro- 
vided, although  no  such  increase  could 
ever  have  compensated  for  such  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  armored  part  of  the  ship  as 
would  have  exposed  the  whole  ship  to  de- 
struction by  the  mere  bursting  in  of  the 
unarmored  ends,  which  is  what  has  been 
done.  But  although  in  the  case  of  the 
large  Inflexible  the  citadel  armor  was  of 
excessive  thickness,  that  is  not  true  of  the 
more  recent  shii)s  of  England,  the  armor 
of  which  sometimes  falls  short  of  that  of 
the  French  ships,  in  two  or  three  in- 
stances by  as  much  as  four  inches,  the 
French  ships  having  22-inch  armor,  and 
the  English  18-inch.  Butby  the  combined 
effect  of  injudicious  economy  and  of  erro- 
neous design,  therefore — both  furthered 
by  a  sort  of  frenzied  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Admiralty  to  strip  the  ships  of 
armor,  keep  down  their  speed,  dela}^  their 
completion,  and  otherwise  paralyze  the 
naval  service,  apparently  without  under- 
standing what  they  were  about — the  Brit- 
ish navy  has  been  brought  into  a  condi- 
tion which  none  but  the  possible  enemies 
of  the  country  can  regard  vvithout  more 
or  less  disma3^ 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  extent  to  which 
side  armor  has  been  denied  to  the  British 
ships,  as  compared  with  the  French,  we 
refer  the  reader  to  the  diagrams  (see  page 
340)  of  the  Amiral  Dupen^e  (French) 
and  of  the  Inflexible  and  Collingivood 
(both  English).  The  black  portions  rep- 
resent the  side  armor  in  each  case.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  for  any  one  friendly  to 
Great  Britain  to  look  at  these  diagrams, 
and  realize  what  they  signify,  without 
profoundly  regretting  that  a  sufficient 
force  of  public  opinion  has  not  yet  been 
exerted  to  compel  the  Admiralty  to  a 
much  more  liberal  use  of  armor  in  the 
new  first-class  ships  the  intended  con- 
struction of  which  was  announced  to  Par- 
liament in  December  last.  In  these  new 
ships,  while  the  length  of  the  partial  belt 
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has  been  slightly  increased,  no  addition 
to  its  heig-bt  above  water  has  been  made 
(as  compared  Avitli  the  Collingwood  or 
"Admii'al"  class),  so  that  the  slightest 
"list"  toward  either  side  puts  all  the  ar- 
mor below  water.  To  describe  such  ships 
as  "armored  ships"  is  to  convey  a  totally 
false  impression  of  their  true  character. 
A  side  view  of  one  of  these  new  ships  (see 
page  356)  shows  that  tbe  two  principal 
guns  are  carried  high  up  forward  in  an 
armored  turret,  which  sweeps  from  right 
ahead,  round  the  bow  on  each  side,  and 
well  toward  the  stern,  while  several  small- 
er guns  are  carried  abaft  with  very  thin 
armor  protection  to  complete  the  offen- 
sive powers  of  the  ship.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  two  principal  guns  in  a  tur- 
ret forward  resembles  that  of  the  Con- 
queror, but  in  her  the  armor  rises  high 
above  the  water,  and  a  belt  extends  to  the 
bow  and  nearly  to  the  stern.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  inexpressible  regret  that  the  armor- 
ed surface  of  these  new  ships  is  so  excess- 
ively contracted  as  to  be  wholly  insuffi- 
cient to  preserve  the  ship  from  that  terri- 
ble danger  to  which  so  many  of  their  pre- 
decessors have  been  exposed,  viz.,  that  of 
capsizing  from  loss  of  stability  when  the 
unarmored  parts  alone  have  been  injured. 
There  is  a  sense  in  w^hich  all  the  British 
ships  to  which  reference  has  thus  far  been 
made  may  be  roughly  regarded  as  devel- 
opments of,  or  at  least  as  starting  from, 
the  Devastation,  or  British  Monitor  type 
of  ship,  for  in  all  of  them  masts  and  sails 


have  been  done  away  with,  and  sceam 
propulsion  relied  upon,  a  single  military 
mast  alone  remaining.*  We  have  now 
to  notice  anotber  and  more  numerous 
class  of  ships,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
the  lingering  representatives  of  those  sail- 
ing ships  which  have  come  down  to  us 
through  the  long  centuries,  but  which  are 
now  rapidly  disappearing,  yielding  to  the 
all-prevalent  power  of  steam.  Some  of 
these  ships  were  built  for  the  line  of  bat- 
tle, in  their  respective  periods,  but  as  they 
range  in  size  from  about  1000  tons  of  dis- 
placement up  to  nearly  11,000  tons,  it  is 
obvious  that  many  of  them  were  built  for 
various  other  employments.  In  dealing 
with  the  full-rigged  ships,  we  are  taking 
account  of  types  of  war  ships  which,  for 
all  but  secondary  purposes,  are  passing 
away.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  present 
writer  (under  the  rule  of  Mr.  Childers, 
then  First  Lord  of  the  Admii^alty,  and  of 
Admiral  Sir  Robert  Spencer  Robinson, 
then  Controller  of  the  Navy)  to  introduce 
the  mastless  war  ship,  and  thus  to  virtual- 
ly terminate  what  had  certainly  been  for 
England  a  glorious  period,  viz.,  that  of 
the  taunt-masted,  full-rigged,  and  ever- 
beautiful  wooden  line-of-battle  ship.  It 
is  now,  alas!  but  too  appai'ent  (from  what 
has  gone  before)  that  in  virtually  termi- 
nating that  period,  and  opening  the  era  of 

*  This  is  not  strictly  true  of  quite  all  the  sliips 
named,  but  it  probably  will  be  true  erelong,  as 
none  of  them  have  more  than  a  light  auxiliary  rig, 
and  that  will  probably  be  abandoned. 
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-Stic  and  feeble  people  mig^ht  but  too 
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amior.  and  her  steerine  eear  < 
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r  iike- 
.  to  the 
present  time.  The  little  dependence  which 
is  now  placed  in  the  British  navy  upon 
the  use  of  sail -power  in  armored  ships 
will  be  >  '  ■         it  is  stated 
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armor  w 
in  the  r- 

be  given  any  saii-p«)wer  at  all.  and  these 
ar»?  to  be  rigged  on  two  masts  only,  al- 
though the  ships  are  of  large  size,  and  in- 
tended for  cruising  in  dis*      ' 

It  is  unnecessary  in  a  article 

^k.  or  even 
-  which  ex- 
i~  -ciettfuc  ty{>es  of  rigged 
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points  of  interest  in  connection  with  their 
armor  and  armament  to  be  mentioned. 
In  the  design  of  the  first  group  (speaking 
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which  continue  down  to  the  present  time, 
the  British  Admiralty  being  so  mixed  and 
so  virtually  irresponsible  a  body  that  it  is 
not  obliged  to  have  a  mind  of  its  own  for 
anv  great  lensth  of  time,  even  when  many 
of  r 

"  -         ~  .Lie  sister 

-  rtnce.  had  a  central  armored 
.  ;  the  same  is  true  of  those 
reduced  Warriors,  the  Defence  and  the 
Resistance.      But    the   next    succeeding 
ships  of  the  Warrior's  size,  the  Minotaur 
-•  :  *         .^-  fully  armored  fn>m 

e  S4>m»^what  smaller 
>•  was   f  "   with  a 

-:    the   u  r.     The 

if<?c^or  and  Valiant  (improved  Lm fences) 
had  complete  armor  above  the  water,  but 
oddly  enough  had  part  of  the  water-line 
at  each  end  left  unarmored.  A  third  ship 
of  the  Minotaur  class,  the  Xorth umber- 
land,  was  n  "y  the  present  writer 
at  th**  bow  on  his  entf^rincr  the 


work  constructed.  Withm  this  armor- 
ed breastwork  were  placed  two  heavy 
guns  firing  right  ahead.  With  this  ex- 
ception, all  these  early  ships,  nine  in  num- 
ber, were  without  anv  other  protected 
gui  -  :de. 

T  y  a  series  of 

-  _  A  tue  writer  s  design,  viz.,  the 

_  ,        -,  Hercules,  Sultan,  Peneiope, 

Invincible,  Iron  Duke,  Vanguard,  Sirift- 

sure,  and  Triumph,  all  with  hulls  of  iron, 

or  of  iron  and  steel  combined,  together  with 
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.  frames. 
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y\z.  ,  Enterprise,  Research,  Favorite,  Pal- 
las, Lord  Warden,  Lord  Clyde,  and  Re- 
pulse. Every  one  of  these  ships  was  pro- 
tected by  armor  throughout  the  entire 
length  of  the  vessel  in  the  region  of  the 
water-line,  and  in  some  cases  the  armor 
rose  up  to  the  upper  deck.  Most  of  tliem, 
however,  had  the  armor  above  the  belt 
limited  to  a  central  battery.  The  chief  in- 
terest in  these  vessels  now  lies  in  the  illus- 
trations they  furnish  of  the  evolution,  so 
to  speak,  of  bow  and  stern  fire.  In  several 
of  them  a  fire  approximately  ahead  and 
astern  (reaching  to  those  directions  with- 
in about  twenty  degrees)  was  obtained  by 
means  of  ports  cut  near  to  the  ship's  side, 
tliroughthetrans  verse  armoredbulk-heads. 
In  others  these  bulk-heads  were  turned  in- 
ward toward  the  battery  near  the  sides  of 
the  ship  in  order  to  facilitate  the  working 
of  the  guns  when  firing  as  nearly  ahead 
and  astern  as  was  practicable.  In  the  Sul- 
tan an  upper-deck  armored  battery  was 
adopted  for  the  double  purpose  of  forming 
a  redoubt  from  which  the  ship  could  be 


manoeuvred  and  fought  in  action,  and  of 
providing  a  direct  stern  lire  from  ])i'otected 
guns.  In  the  five  ships  of  the  hivincible 
class  a  direct  head  and  stern  fire  was  ob- 
tained from  a  somewhat  similar  upper- 
deck  battery,  which  projected  a  few  feet 
beyond  the  side  of  the  ship. 

The  rigged  ships  of  later  design  than  the 
writer's  present  a  still  greater  variety  in 
the  disposition  of  their  armor  and  arma- 
ments. This  variety  may  be  in  part  illus- 
trated by  four  examples,  wh  icli  for  conven- 
ience are  principally  taken  from  Sir  Thom- 
as Brassey's  book.*  Tiie  scales  of  these 
small  drawings,  as  given  by  Sir  Thomas, 
are  not  all  the  same.  These  examples  are 
the  Alexandra,  the  Temeraire,  the  Nelson, 
and  the  Shannon.  The  Alexandra  (of 
which  a  separate  view,  in  sea-going  condi- 
tion, is  given),  which  is  probably  the  best 
of  tlie  rigged  iron-clads  of  the  British  navy, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  natural,  but  not  the 
less  meritorious,  development  of  the  com- 
bined broadside  and  bow  and  stern  fire  of 
*  The  British  Navy. 
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the  central  battery  ships  which  preceded 
her.  Ill  lier  were  provided  a  broadside 
battery  on  the  main-deck,  a  direct  bow  fire, 
also  on  tliat  deck,  and  both  a  direct  bow 
and  a  direct  stern  fire  on  the  upper  deck 
from  within  armor,  as  in  the  Ininncible 
class.  The  guns  employed  for  bow  and 
stern  fire  were  all  available  for  broadside 
fire.  The  upper-deck  battery  did  not  pro- 
ject beyond  the  main -deck  as  in  tlie  In- 
vincible class,  the  forward  and  after  parts 
of  the  ship  above  the  main-deck  being 
greatly  contracted  in  breadth  in  order  to 
allow^  the  guns  to  fire  clear  both  forward 
and  aft.  Tlie  Temeraire  is  a  smaller  ship 
than  the  Alexandra,  and  has  a  battery 
similar  to  hers  on  the  main-deck,  but  with 
one  gun  less  on  each  side,  the  danger  of 
a  raking  fire  entering  through  the  foremost 
battery  port  being  met  by  a  transverse  arm- 
ored bulk-head,  as  show^n  in  the  plan  of  the 
ship.  She  is  provided  with  an  additional 
bow  gun  and  a  stern-chaser,  carried  high 
up  in  barbette  towers,  but  worked  on  Col- 
onel Moncrieff's  disappearing  principle. 

The  Temeraire  fires  three  25- ton  gnus  right 
ahead,  against  two  25-ton  and  two  18-ton  guns 
in  the  Alexandra ;  on  either  how,  two  25-ton 
against  one  25-ton  and  one  18-ton  ;  right  aff, 
one  25-ton  against  two  18-ton  ;  on  either  qnar- 
ter,  one  25-ton  against  one  18-ton  ;  on  either 
bean],  if  engaged  on  one  side  at  a  time,  two  25- 
ton  and  two  IS-ton,  with  a  third  25-ton  avail- 
able through  only  half  the  usnal  arc,  against 
three  18-ton  guns,  with  two  of  the  same  weight 
and  one  of  25-tons,each  available  with  the  lim- 
itation just  described.* 

*  From  Engineering. 


The  Alexandra  is  a  ship  of  9500  tons 
displacement,  the  Temeraire  is  of  8500 
tons;  after  them  came  the  Nelson  (to 
which  the  Northampton  is  a  sister  ship), 
of  7320  tons  displacement.  This  vessel 
can  not  be  regarded  as  an  armored  ship 
at  all,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word,  hav- 
ing but  a  partial  belt  of  armor,  and  none 
of  her  guns  being  inclosed  within  armor 
protection,  although  two  guns  for  firing 
ahead  and  two  for  firing  astern  are  partial- 
l.y  sheltered  by  armor.  Even  lessxirotection 
thanthisisaffordedtotheguns  of  the  Shan- 
?io?i,  w^hicli  alsohas  but  a  partial  bel  t  of  arm- 
or, and  protection  for  two  bow  guns  only. 
The  comparatively  small  size  of  the  Shan- 
non (5400  tons  displacement)  relieves  her 
in  some  degree  from  the  reproach  of  being 
so  little  protected ;  but  it  is  difficult  (to  the 
present  w^riter)  to  find  a  justification  for 
building  ships  of  7320  tons,  like  the  Nelson 
and  Northampton,  and  placing  them  in 
the  categoiy  of  armor-plated  ships,  seeing 
that  their  entire  batteries  are  open  to  the 
free  entrance  of  shell  fire  from  all  guns, 
small  as  w^ell  as  large.  Where  a  ship 
has  a  battery  of  guns  protected  against 
fire  in  one  or  more  directions,  but  freely 
exposed  to  fire  coming  in  other  directions, 
to  assume  that  the  enemj^  will  be  most 
likel}^  to  attack  the  armor,  and  avoid  fir- 
ing into  the  open  batterj^,  appears  to  be  a 
reversal  of  the  safe  and  w^ell- accepted 
principle  of  warfare,  viz.,  that  your  enemy 
w^ill  at  least  endeavor  to  attack  your  vul- 
nerable part.  No  doubt,  when  the  size  or 
cost  of  a  particular  ship  is  limited,  the  de- 
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sigfiier  has  to  make  a  choice  of  evils,  but 
where  people  ai*e  as  fi*ee  as  is  the  British 
Boaixi  of  Admiralty  to  build  safe  and  etfi- 
cient  ships,  the  devotion  of  so  much  ar- 
mor as  the  Xelson  and Xorf ha nipton  carry 
to  so  limiteil  a  measure  of  pi*otection  is  a 
very  sin^rular  proceedinsr.  and  illustrates 
once  moi*e  with  liou*  little  wisdom  the 
world  is  oroverned. 

Before  passing:  fi-om  the  armored  ships 
of  the  navy — or  i-ather,  as  we  must  now 
say  in  view  of  some  of  the  ships  just  de- 
scribed and  ill usti*ated. before  passing  fi-om 
the  ships  which  have  some  armor — it  is 
desirable  to  take  note  of  a  few  exceptional 
vessels  which  can  not  be  classed  either 
with  the  pretentious  and  so-called  line-of- 
battle  ships  or  with  the  rigged  iron-clads 
generally.  Among  these  will  be  found 
two  comparatively  small  ships,  designed 
by  the  writer  many  yeai*s  ago.  to  serve 
primarily  as  i-ams,  but  to  carry  also  some 
guns.  These  weiv  the  Hotspur  and  Bit- 
pert.  The  water-line  of  the  Hotspur  was 
protected  with  very  thick  armor  for  her 
day  (11-inch),  extending  from  stem  to 
stern,  dipping  down  forwaitl  to  gi*eatly 
stivngthen  the  projecting  ram.  She  car- 
ried (besides  a  few  smaller  guns)  the 
largest  gun  of  the  period,  one  of  twenty- 
live  tons,  mounted  on  a  turn-table,  but 
pi-otecteil  by  a  lixed  tower  pieived  with 
four  ports.*  This  fixed  tower  was  yeai*s 
afterwai*d  i*eplaced  by  a  i*evolving  turi-et, 
similar  to  that  which  the  writer  gave  in 
the  tii-st  instance  to  the  Bupert,  designed 
soon  after  the  Hotspur.  Both  the  armor 
and  the  armament  of  the  second  vessel 
wei-e  heavier  than  those  of  the  tii-st,  but 
the  ram.  as  befoi-e.  was  the  chief  feature 
of  the  ship. 

It  is  needless  hei*e  to  describe  some  of 
the  very  early  turi-et  ships,  such  as  tlie 
Prince  Albert,  Scorpion.  Wyvern,  and 
Bo(/aI  Sovereig)i,  all  of  which  embodied 
the  early  (though  not  by  any  means  the 
earliest*  views  of  that  able,  energetic,  and 
lauiented  officer  the  late  Captain  Cowper 
Coles,  R.N.,  who  was  lost  at  sea  by  the 
capsizing  of  his  own  ship,  the  Captain, 
her  low  sides  failing  to  furnish  the  ueces- 

*  Some  pei-sons  regarded  the  existence  of  these 
four  small  port-holes  as  converting  the  tower  into 
a  nest  for  projectiles,  althougli  a  single  enemy  could 
not  possibly  have  attacked  more  than  two  of  these 
ports  at  once,  situated  as  they  were.  What  would 
such  persons  think  of  the  batteries  of  the  Xelson^ 
Xorthampton,  and  Shnnnou^  each  open  for  more 
than  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  on  each  side  of  the 
ship,  in  so  far  as  armor  is  concerned  ? 


Si\ry  stability  for  enabling  her  to  resist 
wlieu  under  her  canvas  the  force  of  a  mod- 
erate gale  of  wind.  Had  he  l)een  able  to 
foi*esee  the  coming  abandonment  of  sail- 
power  in  rigged  ships,  and  had  he  been 
placed,  as  the  writer  advised,  in  charge  of 
the  i*evolving  turi*etsof  the  navy,  leaving 
ship-designing  to  those  who  understood  it, 
he  might  have  been  alive  to  this  day,  to 
witness  the  very  general  adoption  in  the 
British  navy  of  that  turret  system  to  which 
he  for  some  years  devoted  and  eventually 
sacrificed  his  life. 

The  fii-st  real  sea-going  and  successful 
ship  designed  and  built  to  carry  the  re- 
volving turret  of  Coles  was,  by  univei*sal 
consent,  the  MonarcJi,  whose  sea -going 
qualities  secured  for  her  the  distinction  of 
transporting  to  the  shores  of  America — as 
a  mark  of  England's  good-will  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  of  her  ad- 
miration of  a  great  and  good  citizen — the 
bixly  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Peabody. 
**The  performances  of  the  Mo)iarch  at 
sea,"  says  Brasseys  British  Xavy,  '*  were 
in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory ;"  and 
nothing  could  exceeil  the  frank  and  liberal 
praises  bestowed  upon  her  for  her  perform- 
ances during  the  voyage  to  New  York  by 
the  officei-s  of  the  United  States  man  of- 
war  which  accompanieil  her  as  a  compli- 
mentary escort. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  and  said 
at  different  times  about  four  other  turret 
ships  of  the  British  navy,  viz.,  the  Cyclops, 
Gorgon,  Hecate,  and  Hydra — far  less  ter- 
rible vessels  than  these  formidable  names 
would  seem  to  import.  Whether  these 
four  comparatively  small  turret  ships  pos- 
sess the  necessary  sea-going  qualities  for 
coast  defense  (as  distinguished  from  har- 
bor service)  is  a  question  which  has  been 
much  discussed,  and  is  not  yet  settled. 
The  truth  is  that  the  defense  of  the  coasts 
of  England,  Wales.  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
is  a  service  in  which  the  sea-going  quali- 
ties of  vessels  may  be  called  into  requisi- 
tion as  largely  as  in  any  service  in  the 
world.  There  are  some  (this  writer  among 
them)  who  much  prefer  the  mid-Atlantic 
in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  to  many  parts  of 
these  coasts,  more  especially  if  there  be 
any  doubt  about  the  perfect  obedience  of 
the  ship  to  her  steam-power  and  her  helm. 
The  worst  weather  the  writer  has  ever 
experienced  at  sea  was  met  with  in  the 
English  Channel,  and  the  only  merehant 
ship  which  he  ever  even  in  part  possessed 
was  mastered  bv  a  Channel  storm,  had  to 
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cast  anchor  outside  of  Plymouth  Break- 
water, was  blown  clean  over  it,  and  sank 
inside  of  it,  with  her  cables  stretched 
across  that  fine  engineering-  work.  It  is 
therefore  difficult,  and  has  always  been 
difficult,  not  to  say  impossible,  for  him 
to  regard  a  "coast-defense  ship,"  which 
certainly  ought  to  be  able  to  defend  the 
coast,  and  to  proceed  from  one  part  of  it 
to  another,  as  a  vessel  which  may  be  made 
less  seaworthy  than  other  vessels.  Only 
in  one  respect,  viz.,  that  of  coal  supply, 
may  such  a  ship  be  safely  made  inferior 
to  sea-going  ships. 

But  whether  the  four  vessels  under  no- 
tice be  fit  for  coast  defense  or  not,  it  ought 
to  be  known  that  they  were  not  designed 
for  it.     They  were  hastily  ordered  in  1870, 


when  the  Franco-German  war  was  break- 
ing out,  under  the  impression  that  Great 
Britain  might  get  involved  in  that  war. 
The  British  Admiralty  knew  then  (as  it 
knows  now,  and  as  it  has  known  for  years 
past)  that  the  navy  had  not  been  main- 
tained in  sufficient  strength,  and  they 
consequently  seized  the  first  design  for  a 
small  and  cheap  ship  that  they  could  lay 
hands  on,  and  ordered  the  construction, 
with  all  dispatch,  of  four  such  vessels. 
The  design  which  they  happened  to  take, 
or  which  seemed  to  them  most  suitable, 
was  that  of  the  Cerberus — a  breastwork 
Monitor  designed  by  the  writer  for  special 
service  in  inland  colonial  waters,  and 
made  as  powerful  as  was  then  possible  on 
3300   tons   of    displacement,    both    otfen- 
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sively  and  defensively,  but  with  no  ne- 
cessity for,  and  no  pretensions  whatever 
to,  sea-going-  qualities.  It  is  scarcely  to 
be  supposed  that  four  vessels  having  such 
an  origin  could  be  expected  to  take  their 
place  as  sea-going  ships  of  the  British 
navy;  nor  could  they,  either,  for  reasons 
already  suggested,  be  expected  to  possess 
any  high  qualities  as  vessels  for  the  de- 
fense of 

"  That  land  round  whose  resounding  coasts 
The  rough  sea  circles." 

The  Admiralty  which  ordered  their  con- 
struction may  possibly  be  able  to  state 
why  they  built  them,  but  even  that  is  not 
at  all  certain.  One  of  the  evil  results  of 
mean  economies  in  national  enterprises  in 
ordinary  times  is  extravagant  and  aimless 
expenditure  in  times  of  necessity. 


A  later  example  of  this  kind  of  expendi- 
ture under  very  similar  circumstances  was 
furnished  during  Lord  Beaconsfield's  ad- 
ministration, when  war  with  Russia  seem- 
ed likely  to  occur.  Again  the  insuflS- 
ciency  of  the  navy  was  strongly  felt,  and 
again  public  money,  to  the  extent  of  two 
millions  sterling  or  more,  w^as  expended 
upon  the  acquisition  of  such  ships  as 
could  be  most  readily  acquired,  regardless 
of  cost.  At  this  time  the  Neptune  (of 
9170  tons  displacement),  the  Superb  (of 
9100  tons),  and  the  Belleisle  and  Orion 
(each  of  4830  tons)  were  purchased  into 
the  service,  and  having  been  built  for  other 
navies,  and  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  some  cases,  required  large  dock- 
yard expenditure  to  convert  them  to  their 
new  uses  in  the  British  navy. 

It  only  remains,  in  so  far  as  existing 
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armored,  or  ratiier  "partly  armored," 
ships  are  concerned,  to  advert  to  tlie  Im- 
perieuse  and  Warsjjite,  two  cruisers  build- 
ing for  distant  service.  These  ships  are 
315  feet  long,  and  to  them  has  been  allow- 
ed, by  the  e.xtraordinary  generosity  of  the 
Admiralty,  as  much  as  140  feet  of  length 
of  armored  belt.  If  this  had  been  extend- 
ed by  only  20  feet,  these  British  cruisers, 
which  Sir  Thomas  Brassey — whether  gran- 
diloquently or  satirically  it  is  hard  to  say 
— calls  "armored  cruisers,"  would  have 
actually  liad  one-half  of  their  length  pro- 
tected by  armor-plating  at  the  water-line. 
In  Avhat  spirit  and  with  what  object  is  not 
known,  but  Sir  Thomas,  in  his  outline 
sketch  of  these  ships,  writes  the  word 
"coals'"  in  conspicuous  letters  before  and 
abaft  the  belt.  Can  it  be  possible  that  he, 
undoubtedly  a  sensible  man  of  business, 
and  one  who  laboriously  endeavors  to 
bring  up  the  knowledge  and  sense  of  his 
fellow-countrymen  to  a  level  with  his 
own.  and  who  is  now  Secretary  to  the 
British  Admiralty — can  it  be  possible  that 
he  considers  coal  a  trustworthy  substitute 
for  armor,  either  before  or  after  it  has 
been  consumed  as  fuel  ? 

It  is  very  distressing  to  have  to  write  in 
these  terms  and  j)ut  these  questions  about 
Admiralty  representatives  and  Admiralty 
ships.  But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Here  are 
two  sliips  which  are  together  to  cost  near- 
ly half  a  million  of  money,  which  are  ex- 
X^ressly  built  to  chase  and  capture  our  ene- 
mies in  distant  seas,  w^hich  are  vaunting- 
ly  described  as  '  *  armored  cruisers, ''  which 
can  not  be  expected  always  by  their  mere 


appearance  to  frighten  the  enemy  into 
submission,  like  painted  Chinese  forts, 
which  must  be  presumed  sometimes  to  en- 
counter a  fighting  foe.  or  at  least  to  be 
fired  at  a  few  times  by  the  stern  guns  of  a 
vessel  that  is  running  away,  and  yet  some 
eighty  or  ninety  feet  of  the  bows  of  these 
ships  and  as  much  of  their  sterns  are  de- 
liberately deprived  of  the  protection  of  ar- 
mor, .so  that  any  shell  from  any  gun  may 
pierce  them,  let  in  the  sea,  and  reduce  their 
speed  indefinitely;  and  in  apparent  justi- 
fication of  this  perfectly  ridiculous  ar- 
rangement— perfect!}'  ridiculous  in  a  ship 
which  is  primarily  bound  to  sustain  her 
speed  when  chasing — the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  tells  us  that  she  is  to  carry  in 
the  unprotected  bow  .some  coals  1  May  the 
pages  of  so  responsible  a  magazine  as  Har- 
pers  be  made  available  for  giving  to  the 
British  Admiralty  a  piece  of  information 
of  which  only  they  can  be  possibly  igno- 
rant, viz.,  that  even  while  coal  is  uncon- 
sumed  it  differs  largely  from  steel  armor 
plates  in  the  measure  of  resistance  which  it 
offers  to  shot  and  shell;  and  further,  that 
coal  is  put  on  board  war  ships  that  it  may 
be  consumed  in  the  generation  of  steam  ? 
It  is  ver3'  desirable  that  this  information 
should  somehow  be  conveyed  to  "White- 
hall in  an  impressive  manner,  and  possi- 
bly, if  the  combined  intelligence  of  the 
two  great  nations  to  whom  Harper  s  chief- 
ly appeals  be  invoked  in  its  favor,  it  may  at 
length  come  to  be  understood  and  attended 
to  even  by  the  Admiralty,  and  one  may 
hear  no  more  of  the  protection  of  her  Maj- 
esty's ships  by  means  of  their  "coal." 
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Passing"  now  from  the  so-called  iron- 
clads of  the  British  navy,  we  come  to  a 
class  of  vessels  which  have  their  boilers, 
etc. ,  protected  from  above  by  iron  decks 
sweeping  over  them  from  side  to  side. 
The  section  of  the  Mersey  (see  page  350)— 
one  of  the  most  important  British  ships  of 
this  type— will  illustrate  the  system  of 
construction.  Various  attempts  have  been 
made  to  impose  numerous  ships  of  this 
kind  upon  a  sometimes  too  credulous  pub- 


that  be  properly  called  an  "armored  ship" 
which  can  be  utterly  destroyed  by  guns 
without  any  shot  or  shell  ever  touching 
such  armor  as  it  possesses  ?  The  British 
Admiralty,  in  the  "Navy  Estimates"  for 
1883-4,  under  some  unknown  influence, 
IDut  forward  two  ships  of  this  description 
as  armored  vessels,  and  were  afterward 
forced  to  remove  them  from  that  category, 
but  only  removed  them  to  place  them  in 
another  not  less  false,  not  less  misleading, 


THE   "  WARSPITE 


lie  as  armored  vessels,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Brassey,  while  publishing  descriptions  and 
drawings  which  demonstrated  beyond  all 
question  that  the  buoyancy  and  stability 
of  these  ships  are  not  at  all  protected  by 
armor,  nevertheless  deliberately  includes 
some  of  them  in  his  list  of  "armored 
ships."*  Now  the  thick  iron  deck  certain- 
ly protects  (in  some  degree,  according  to 
its  thickness)  all  that  is  below  it  against 
the  fire  of  guns,  and  armor  itself  is  some- 
times employed  to  protect  the  gun  ma- 
chinery; but  the  existence  of  a  thickish 
deck  under  the  water,  or  mainly  under 
the  water,  occasionally  associated  with 
patches  of  armor  above  water  here  and 
there  to  protect  individual  parts,  does  not 
constitute  the  ship  itself  an  armored  ship 
in  any  such  sense  of  the  term  as  is  ordina- 
rily accepted  and  understood.  How  can 
*  The  Italia  and  Lepanto,  for  example. 
Vol.  LXXIL— No.  429.-25 


not  less  deceptive  and  dangerous,  viz., 
that  of  ' '  protected  ships. "  And  this  most 
improper  description  is  still  applied  to  va- 
rious ships  of  which  the  special  character- 
istic is  that  they  themselves  are  not  pro- 
tected. If  the  ship's  own  coal  and  stores 
may  be  regarded  as  her  protection,  or  if 
the  existence  of  a  certain  number  of  ex- 
posed and  extremely  thin  internal  plates 
can  be  so  regarded,  then  may  these  ves- 
sels be  deemed  partly,  but  only  partly, 
"protected";  but  if  "protected  ship" 
means,  as  every  honest- minded  person 
must  take  it  to  mean,  that  the  ship  her- 
self is  protected  by  armor  against  shot 
and  shell,  then  the  designation  "protect- 
ed ship," as  employed  by  the  British  Ad- 
miralty, is  nothing  less  than  an  imposition. 
These  ships  are  not  protected.  Neither 
their  power  to  float,  nor  their  power  to 
keep  upright,  nor  their  power  to  exist  at 
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all,  after  a  few  such  injuries  as  even  the 
smallest  guns  afloat  can  inflict,  is  "  ])r()- 
tected,"  as  any  war  whatever  is  likely  to 
demonstrate. 

Tliose  who  employ  such  languag-e  i}.;iiore 
the  essential  characteristic  of  a  ship  of  war. 
and  some  of  the  ijfravest  dan<j:ers  Avhich 
menace  her.  It  is  conceival)le  tliat  in  the 
old  daj'S,  wlien  men  wore  armor,  the  ]n*o- 
tection  of  the  head  with  an  "arniet,"  and 
of  the  breast  by  a  breastplate,  might  have 
justified  the  description  of  the  man  so  de- 
fended as  an  "armored  man,"  although  it 
is  diflicult  to  see  why,  since  he  might  have 
been  put  Jiors  de  combat  by  a  single  stroke. 
But  protect  the  boilers  and  magazines  of 
a  ship  how  you  will,  if  you  do  not  protect 
the  ship  itself  surticiently  in  the  region  of 
the  water-line  to  prevent  such  an  invasion 
of  the  sea  as  will  sink  or  capsize  her,  she 
remains  herself  essentially  unjn'otected, 
liable  to  speedy  and  complete  destruction, 
and  can  not  truly  be  called  a  '*  ])r()tected 
ship.'' 

It  must  not  for  a  moment  l)e  supposed 
that  this  is  a  mere  question  of  words  or  des- 
ignations.     On  the  contrary,  it  is  one  of 
tlie  most  vital  importance  to  all  navies, 
and  most  of  all  to  the  navy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain.     What  the  Admiralty  say,  the  rest  of 
the    government,  and    beyond   them   the 
countr}',  are  likely  to  believe  and  to  rely 
upon,  and  when  the  stress  of  naval  war- 
fare comes,  the  nation  which  lias  con- 
fidingly understood  the  Admiralty  to 
mean  "armored   ships"  and  "protect- 
ed ships"  wlien   they  have   employed 
these  phrases,  and  suddenly  finds  out, 
by  defeat  following  defeat  and  catas- 
trophe   catastrophe,   that   they   meant 
nothing  of  the  kind,  may  have  to  pay 
for  its   credulity,  allowable  and   par- 
donable as  it  may  be,  the  penalty  of 
betrayal,  and  of  something  worse  even 
than  national  humility. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  objections  thus  offered 
to  the  employment  of  deceptive  desig- 
nations that  objection  is  also  offered  to 
the  construction  of  some  ships  with  lim- 
ited or  partial  protection,  falling  short 
of  the  protection  of  the  buoyancy  and 
the  stability,  and  therefore  of  the  life, 
of  the  ship  itself.  It  is  quite  impossible 
that  all  the  ships  of  a  navy  like  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  of  the  navies  of  many 
other  powers,  can  be  made  invulnera- 
ble, even  in  the  region  of  the  water-line, 
to  all  shot  or  shell.     Indeed,  there  are 


services  n])on  which  it  is  necessary  to  em- 
ploy armed  ships  butwhich  do  notdemand 
the  use  of  armored  or  protected  vessels. 
Unarmored  vessels,  with  someof  their  more 
vital  conteiits  protected,  suffice  for  such 
services.  Moreover,  even  where  it  would 
be  very  desirable  indeed  to  have  the  hull 
])rotected  by  armor  to  a  sullicient  extent 
to  jire.serve  the  ship's  buoyancy  and  stabil- 
ity from  ready  destruction  by  gun  fire,  it 
is  often  impracticable  to  give  the  ship  that 
])rotection.  Tiiis  is  true,  for  example,  of 
all  small  corvettes, slooj)s, and  gun  vessels, 
which  are  too  small  to  float  the  necessary 
armor  plates,  in  addition  to  all  the  indis- 
pensal)le  weights  of  hull. steam  machinery, 
fuel,  armament,  ammunition,  crew,  and 
stores.  It  would  be  both  idle  and  unrea- 
sonable, therefore,  to  complain  of  tiie  con- 
struction of  some  ships  witii  the  protect- 
ing armor  limited, or  even,  in  certain  cases, 
with  no  protecting  armoi*  at  all.  Such 
ships  must  be  built,  and  in  considerable 
number,  for  the  British  luivy.  But  this 
necessity  should  neither  blind  us  to  the 
exposure  and  destructibility  of  all  such 
vessels,  nor  induce  us  to  endeavor  to  keep 
that  exposure  and  destructibility  out  of 
our  own  sight.  Still  less  should  it  en- 
courage us  to  sanction, even  for  a  moment, 
such  an  abuse  of  terms  as  to  hold  uj)  as 
"armored''  and  "protected"  shi])s  those 
which,  whethei'   unavoidablv   or  avoida- 
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bly,  have  been  deprived  of  the  necessary 
amount  of  armor  to  keep  them  afloat  un- 
der the  fire  of  small  or  even  of  moderate- 
ly powerful  guns. 

We  are  now  in  a  position  to  review  the 
British  navy,  and  to  see  of  w^hat  ships  it 
really  consists.  In  this  revieAV  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  pass  before  the  eyes  of  the 
reader  that  larg-e  number  of  vessels  of 
which  even  the  boilers  and  magazines  are 
without  any  armor  or  thick -plate  pro- 
tection whatever.  It  will  help,  neverthe- 
less, to  make  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
navy  understood,  if  these  are  grouped  and 
summarized  in  a  few  sentences.  Neg- 
lecting altogether  all  large  vessels  with 
timber  frames  (w^hich  may  be  regarded  as 
out  of  date,  seeing  that  all  the  war  vessels 
of  considerable  size  now  built  for  the 
navy  have  iron  or  steel  frames),  it  may  be 
first  said  that  there  are  but  three  ships  of 
the  large  or  frigate  class  in  the  British 
navy  which  carry  no  thick  protecting 
plate  at  all,  viz.,  the  Inconstant,  the  Shah, 
and  the  Raleigh.  Of  much  less  size  than 
these,  and  equally  devoid  of  protection,  are 
the  two  very  fast  vessels,  the  Iris  and 
Mercury,  built  as  special  dispatch  vessels, 
steaming  at  their  best  at  about  eighteen 
knots.     AmonsT  the  unarmored  corvettes 


are  the  Active,  Bacchante,  Boadicea, 
Euryalus,  Rover,  and  Volage,  all  exceed- 
ing fourteen  knots  in  speed,  and  all  more 
than  3000  tons  displacement.  Then  fol- 
low thirty-six  smaller  and  less  swift  cor- 
vettes, nearly  one-half  the  number  being 
built  wholly  of  w^ood,  most  of  which  ex- 
ceed, how^ever,  thirteen  knots  in  speed; 
and  below  these  about  an  equal  number 
of  sloops  of  less  speed  and  tonnage.  The 
smaller  gun  vessels  and  gun-boats  need 
not  be  summarized. 

Passing  on  to  vessels  which,  although 
themselves  unarmored,  have  thick-plate 
decks  to  give  some  protection  to  the  ma- 
chinery, we  observe  first  that  there  are 
eight  ships  of  3500  to  3700  tons,  built  and 
under  construction,  viz.,  the  Amjjhion, 
Arethusa,  Leander,  Phaeton,  Mersey, 
Severn,  Forth,  and  Thames.  Sir  Thomas 
Brassey  very  properly  classes  such  of 
these  vessels  as  he  mentions  in  his  lists  as 
"unarmored  ships,"  although,  as  before 
mentioned,  wlieu  two  of  them — the  Mer- 
sey and  Severn — were  designed,  with  a 
deck  two  inclies  thick,  the  Admiralty  at 
first  ventured  to  put  them  forward  as 
"armored  ships." 

Ascending  in  the  scale  of  protection, 
and  dealing  for  the  present  with  sea-going 
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vessels  only,  we  come  to  a  ]<tiif?  series  of  imarinoicd  ends.      To  call  such  ships  "ar- 

ships  which  are  uiides(>rvin<,'-  of  the  desiji-  iiioivd  siii])s"  is,  as  we  have  seen,  to  niis- 

uatioii  of  armored  shii)s,  Ix'cause  thev  are  lead  the  puhlic.     Jhit  some })ains have  heen 

lia)>le  to  destruction  l)y  «iiins  withont  the  taken  of  hite  to  show  that  the  "Admiral" 

limited  amount  of  armor  which  they  cai'iy  class  is  hettiM- off  in  this  respiH't,  and  cer- 

heinj,'"  attacked  at  all.      These  ships  are  the  tainly  the  known  oi)inions  of  the  present 

Inip/'ricKsc  and  Wctrsjufc.  ])revionsly  dis-  writer  have  i)een  so  far  i'es])ected  in  these 

cussed,  and  also  the  ^\J((.t\  A(/<tin('nni(»i,  sliips  that  their  armoicd  (•itadels,so  called. 

Colossus,  Edhiburglt,  and  the  six    lar^e  have  been  made  somewhat  lonjifer  and  of 

shipsofthe"Admirar' class.   Any  one  who  «,n"t'ater  proportionate  area.      The  follow- 

has  intelli<jfently  ])erused  the  i-eport  of  th(^  infr  ti^'-ures  have  heen  ^iven: 
committee  on  tlie  Liftc.vihlc  would  justify  l't'm-iita<re  of  wairr- 

the  inclusion  of  that  ship  in  tliis  catey-orv  ;  lin.-  ami  covend 

1  1        •  11  c    ^    c         ^       •    '  1)V  ainior. 

r)ut  slie  IS  onntted  here  out  ot  ueference  to  liifl«'xil>l»'  -12 

the  strenuous  exertions  wliich  were  made  Agamcmiioii 45.4 

to  inventor  devi.se  some  little  stability  foi-  (\)llin<:\\()<>(l 54.15 

lier,  even    when    liei*   how   and   stern    ai-e  ('iiinprniown 5C..;i5 

supposed  to  be  l>adly  injured,  and  out  of  ]jut  any  one  who  undei'stands  this 
c()m})assion  upon  those  otiicers  of  the  Ad-  question  laiows  i)erfectiy  well  that  "  per- 
miralty  who  have  Ion  <if  a<2:o  I'epented  those  centa<i-e  of  water-line  area  covered  by 
ti'yin<j;*c()mi)i'omises  withconseienceby  aid  armor"  in  no  way  represents  the  relative 
of  which  th(»3'  ex])re.ssed  .some  sli<^ht  con-  stal)ilities  of  these  ships.  Indeed,  that  is 
tidence  in  her  ability  to  iloat  u])ri«^ht  with  obvious  ujx)!!  the  face  of  the  matter,  be- 
hei' unarmored  ends  badly  damaiced.  She  cause  we  have  seen  the  A /(to:  and  Agra- 
is  omitted  akso  out  of  •ij'ratitude  to  Sir  mcmnou  i)i'()nounced  devoid  of  the  neces- 
Thonias  Brassey  for  a  sentence  in  which,  sary  stability  when  injured,  while  the  In- 
whih^  .savinf(  hei*  from  l)einfi;-  placed  in  .so  jlc.rible  is  said  to  ])osse.ss  it,  althouf^h  the 
dreadful  a  cate<;()i\v,  lu^  honestly  j)laces  former  vessel  has  45 .J  per  cent,  of  the  wa- 
some  of  the  other  ships  in  it  without  (pial-  ter-line  area  coveivd,  while  the  latter  has 
ilication  oi'circumlocution.  Itesays:  "In  but  42  per  cent,  l^ut  this  is  not  the  con- 
one  important  })articular  the  AJux  and  sideration  which  has  led  to  the  condemna- 
Aga))ie))inonixv{i'u\Un'\(n'ioi\\Q  lujieji-ible.  tion  of  the  whole  "Admiral"  class  of  so- 
The  central  armored  citadel  is  not,  as  it  is  called  ironclads  as  not  possessing-  the  es- 
in  the  case  of  the  Inflexible,  of  sufficient  sential  characteristic  of  an  armored  ship, 
displacement  to  secure  the  stability  of  the  viz.,  the  power  to  float,  and  to  float  with 
ship  should  the  nnarmored  ends  be  de-  needful  buoyancy  and  stability,  all  the 
stroyed."*  In  anothei-  i)lace  the  ])re.sent  time  the  armor  is  uni)ierced.  The  ground 
Seci'etary  to  the  Admii-alty,  referring  to  of  that  condenniation  is  to  be  found  in 
the  rei)ort  of  the  Inflexible  committee  tln^  introduction  into  the  "  Admirals"  of 
(which  was  nominated  by  the  Admiralty,  a  dangerous  combination  from  which  the 
and  under  heavy  obligations  to  support  Inflexible  and  Agamemnon  and  other 
them),  says:  "  It  is  doubtless  very  desira-  like  ships  are  exempt — the  combination 
ble  that  our  armored  ships  should  pos.sess  of  long  unarmored  ends  comprising"  about 
a  more  anii)le  marg-in  of  stability  than  is  45  i)er  cent,  of  the  water-line  area  with  so 
provided  in  the  armored  citadel  of  the /n-  shallow  a  belt  of  armor  that,  when  the 
flexible.  The  ideas  of  the  committee  and  unarmored  ends  are  injured  and  lilled  by 
of  Sir  Edward  Reed  on  this  point  wei'(i  in  the  sea  (as  they  would  be  in  action),  there 
entire  accord. "t  would  remain  so  little  armor  left  above 
It  has  recently  been  acknowledged  that,  water  that  a  very  slight  inclination  of  the 
as  Sir  Thomas  Brassey  states,  the  Ajax  ship  would  put  it  all  below  water.  In  the 
and  Agamemnon  are  so  constructed  that  Agamemnon  class,  small  as  the  initial  sta- 
they  are  dei)endent  for  their  ability  to  ])ility  may  be  (and  with  the  unarmored 
float,  the  right  side  up|)erm()sL,  upon  their  ends  torn  open  it  would  be  nothing),  the 

armor  is  carried  up  to  a  reasonable  heif^ht 

*  The  Bntish  Nav,/^  Vol.  I.,  p.  438.  above  water.      But  in  the  "Admiral"  class 

f  Jbi(l,p.421.     Tlio  writer  trusts  he  may  be  ex-  .^^n  the  advantage  arising  from  a  slightly 

cusod   from   a-ain  quoting  ti.eso  very  impoitaiu  lengthened  citadel  is  more  than  destroyed 

sentences  lioni  the  work  or  the   becretarv  to  the  ,       ,,  •    i  •  ^  .i  a^  ^ .!f  ;^ 

Adn.iraltv,  notwithstanding   that   he   recently   had  by  tlws  lowerin- of  the  armor.     So  great  is 

occasion  to  quote  them  elsewlieie.  the  consequent  danger  of  these  ships  cap- 
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sizing,  if  ever  called  upon  to  engage  in  a 
serious  battle  at  close  quarters,  that  the 
^vriter  can  not  conscientiously  regard 
them  as  ''armored  ships,"  but  must  in 
common  fairness  to  the  officers  and  men 
Avho  are  to  serve  in  them,  and  to  the  nation 
^vhich  might  otherwise  put  its  trust  in 
them,  relegate  them  to  the  category  of 
ships  with  only  parts  protected. 

It  will  be  observed  that  nothing  has  yet 
been  said  about  thickness  of  armor,  al- 
though that  is,  ofcour.se,  a  very  important 
element  of  a  ship's  safety  or  danger.  But 
important  as  it  is,  it  has  to  be  kept  scrupu- 
lously separated  from  the  question  just 
discussed — the  limitation  of  the  armor's 
extent — because  no  misrepresentation  and 
no  misconception  can  well  arise  concern- 
ing the  relative  power  or  trustworthiness 
of  ships  armored  variously  as  to  thickness, 
while  much  misrepresentation  has  actual- 
ly taken  place  and  much  consequent  mis- 
conception has  actually  arisen  on  tlie  oth- 
er matter,  more  than  one  European  gov- 
ernment having  deliberately  placed  in  the 
category  of  "armored  ships"  shipswhich  in 
no  true  sense  of  the  word  can  be  so  classed. 

The  following  classifications  will  con- 
form to  the  foregoing  views,  describing  as 
"armored  sliips'' only  those  which  have 
sufficient  side  armor  to  protect  them  from 
being  sunk  or  capsized  b^-  the  fire  of  guns 
all  the  time  the  armor  remains  unpierced. 

BRITISH   SHIPS   OF   WAR,  BUILT   AND 

BUILDING. 

Armored  Ships  with  Thick  Armor. 


Alexandra  . . . 

Belleisle 

Conqueror  . . . 
DevastatioTi. . 
Dreadnought 

Hero 

Inflexible*  . . . 

Neptune 

Orion .  

Rupert 

Superb  

Thunderer  . . . 
Glatumt  ...   . 


Tons 
Displace- 
ment. 


9,490 
4,830 
5.200 
9.330 

10,820 
6,200 

11.400 
9,170 
4.830 
5,440 
9,100 
9,330 
4.910 


Indi- 
cated 
Horse- 
power. 


8610 
3200 
4500 
6650 
8200 
4.500 
8000 

(.mo 

3900 

4(m 

7430 
6270 
2870 


Speed, 

in 
Knots. 


15 
123^ 
15 
13X 

15 
14 

13 

14 

13M 

12 


Mux  i  mum 
Thickness 
of  Armor, 
in  Inches. 


Largest 
Guns, 
in  Tons. 


43 


Armored  Ships  avith  Medium  Armor. 


Tons 
Displace- 
ment. 

Indi- 
cated 
Horse- 
power. 

Speed, 

in 
Knots. 

Maximum 
Thickness 
of  Armor, 
in  Inches. 

Largest 
Guns, 
iuTons. 

Hercules 

Hotspur 

Sultan        

8680 

4010 
9290 
8540 

8530 

3500 
8630 
7700 

14 
14X 

9 
11 

9 
11 

18 

25 

18 
25 

Terneraire 

*  The  reasons  for  placing  this  ship  in  the  list  of 
armored  ships,  against  the  writer's  own  judgment, 
have  been  stated  previously. 

f  Harbor-defense  vessel. 


Armored 

Ships  with  Thin  A 

RMOR.* 

'     Tons 
1  Displace- 
1     ment. 

Indi- 
cated 
Horse- 
power. 

Speed, 
Knots. 

Maximum 
Thickness 
of  Armor, 
in  luches. 

Largest 
Guns, 
inTdna. 

Achilles ;. 

Agincourt 

Audacious 

Belleroplion 

lilack  Prince 

(jorgont  

Hecatet 

Hector  t. . 

9,820 
10,690 
6,910 
7,5;-)0 
9,210 
3,480 
3,480 
6,710 
3,480 
6,010 
6,010 
10,6{K) 
8.320 
10.580 
4,470 
3.880 
6,640 
6.640 
6.710 
9.210 

5720 
6870 
4020 
6520 
5770 
1650 
1750 
3260 
1470 
48^30 
4270 
6700 
7840 
65(50 
4700 
2130 
4910 
4890 
3560 
5470 

15 
13 

143^' 

13>i 

11 

11 

12^ 

113^ 

14 

mi 

15 
14 
mi 

mi 

15Pi 
14 

^^ 

8 

6 

4X 

9 

9 

8 
8 
hj4 

5>i 
6 

^y, 

8 
8 

4X 
4X 

12 
12 
12 
12 

9 
18 
18 

9 
18 
12 
12 
12 
25 
12 

9 
12 
12 
12 

9 

9 

Hvdrat.. 

Invincible 

In.n  Duke 

Minotaur 

Mon:ircli 

Northumberland 

Penelope 

Prince  Albert... 

Swiftsure 

■  Triumph 

Valiant.. .. 

Warrior 

Tl 


Ships  Armored  in  Places. 
ships  in  this  list,  although  having  some  armor 
upon  their  sides,  being  liable  to  capsize  at  .sea  from 
injuries  inflicted  upon  their  unarmored  parts,  can 
not  be  classed  with  the  armored  ships. 


Ajax 

Agamemnon . 

Anson 

Benbow 

Camperdown 
CoUingwood  . 

Colossus 

Edinburgh  .. . 

Howe 

Kodiiey 

Imperieuse:}:-  • 
Warspite:}: 


Tons 
Displace- 
ment. 


8,4W 
8.490 
10,000 
10,000 
i  10,000 
9,1.50 
9,150 
9,150 
9.600 
9.600 
7,390 
7,390 


Indi- 
cated 
Horse- 
power. 


sjr^fio^    I  Maximum 
hpeed,  |i'|jip,j„ggg 

ir.,„«.    [  "f  Armor, 

Knots.     ■     ,     ,      ' 

I  in  Inches. 


6000 
6000 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7000 
6000 
6000 
7500 
7500 
8000 
8000 


Largest 
Guns, 
in  Tons. 


38 

38 
63 
110 
63 
43 
43 
43 
63 
63 
18 
18 


To  this  list  may  now  be  added  two  ships  of  10,400 
tons  displacement,  with  18-inch  armor,  and  five  cruis- 
ers of  5000  tons  displacement,  with  10-inch  armor, 
recently  ordered  by  the  Admiralty  to  be  built  by 
contract. 

Unarmored  Ships  with  Under-water  Steel  Decks.§ 


Tons 
Displace- 
ment. 

Indi- 
cated 
Horse- 
power. 

Speed, 
K'^ots. 

Thickness 
of  Deck,^ 
in  Inches. 

Largest 
Guns,in 
luches. 

Amphion 

Arethusa 

Leander  

3750 

3750 
3750 
3750 
35.50 
3550 
3550 
3550 

5000 

5000 
.5000 
5000 
6000 
6000 
6000 
6000 

16% 

16% 

16% 

16% 

17 

17 

17 

17 

1>^ 

i3<r 

'/' 

2 
2 

2 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

Phaeton 

Mersey 

Severn  

Thames 

Forth 

*  Three  turret  vessels,  nearly  resembling  the  Go)'- 
gon.,  which  belong  to  the  Indian  and  colonial  govern- 
ments, are  not  included  in  this  list,  nor  are  several 
unimportant  small  vessels,  viz.,  Scorpixm^  Wyvern, 
Viper,  Waterwilch,  and  Vixen.  The  very  few  re- 
maining thinly  armored  wood-built  ships  are  also 
excluded. 

f  Shif)S  for  local  defense  of  ports. 

\  ('misers  for  distant  service. 

^  The  thicknesses  of  decks  given  are  those  of  the 
horizontal,  or  nearly  horizontal,  parts  of  the  deck. 
Where  the  decks  slope  down  at  the  sides  the  thick- 
ness is  sometimes  increased  a  little,  as  will  have 
been  seen  in  the  section  of  the  Mersey. 
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Armored  ships  with  12-inch  armor  and 
upward  are  called  ships  with  thick  ar- 
mor; those  with  armor  less  than  twelve 
inches  but  more  than  eight  inches  thick 
are  designated  as  sliips  with  medium  ar- 
mor; and  those  with  8-inch  armor  or  less 
as  ships  with  thin  armor. 

A  few  vessels  known  as  the  "Scout" 
class  are  now  under  construction  for  the 
Admiralty  upon  the  Clyde.     There  is  a 
disposition  in  certain  quarters  to  include 
these  among  the  ships  of  the  class  recorded 
in  the  last  table.     We  give  a  transverse 
section  of  the  newest ' '  Scout, "  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  so-called  protective 
deck  is  but  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, and  can  therefore  be  pierced  by  any 
gun  afloat,  from  the  largest  down  to  the 
very  smallest.     It  would  be  quite  ab- 
surd to  speak  of  this  class  of  vessels  as 
being  in  any  way  "protected"  against 
gun  fi.re. 

The  first-class  sliips  so  called  and  the 
armored  cruisers  referred  to  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  article  as  having  been 
promised  to  Parliament  by  the  Admiral- 
ty representatives  have  now  been  or- 
dered, and  work  upon  them  has  been 
commenced  in  the  yards  of  those  firms 
to  whom  their  building  has  been  intrust- 
ed.     The  former  are  two  in  number, 
and  their  principal  dimensions  and  par- 
ticulars are  as  follows :  length,  340  feet ; 
breadth,  70  feet;  draught  of  water,  26 
feet;    displacement,  10,400  tons;    indi- 
cated  horse -power,  10,000;    estimated 
speed,  16  knots;  thickness  of  armor,  18 
inches ;  largest  guns,  110  tons.     The  ar- 
mor belt  in  these  ships  is  a  little  more 
than  160  feet  long,  or  about  half  their 
length,  but  rises  to  a  height  of  only  two 
feet  six  inches  above  the  water.     Before 
and  abaft  the  belt  under-water  armored 
decks  extend  to  the  stem  and  stern  re- 
spectively, as  in  the  "Admiral"  class. 
Besides  the  two  110- ton  guns,  which,  as 
has  been  said,  are  placed  in  a  turret  for- 
Avard  and  fire  over  the  upper  deck,  there 
are  twelve  6-inch  guns  ranged  round  the 
after-part  of  the  ship  on  the  upper  deck. 
A  certain  amount  of  protection  has  been 
given  to  these  guns  by  means  of  armor 
plating,  but  as  this  is  only  three  inches 
thick,  it  can  be  said  to  do  little  more  than 
protect  the   gun  crews  from   the  fire   of 
rifles  and  of  the  smallest  machine-guns. 

Of  the  armored  cruisers,  five  have  been 
contracted  for.  Their  principal  dimen- 
sions and  particulars  are:  length,  300  feet; 


breadth,  56  feet;  draught  of  water,  21  feet; 
displacement,  5000  tons;  indicated  horse- 
power, 8500;  estimated  speed,  18  knots; 
thickness  of  armor,  10  inches ;  largest  guns, 
18  tons.  These  vessels  are  protected  by  an 
armor  belt  nearly  200  feet  long,  which  ex- 
tends to  a  height  of  one  foot  six  inches 
above  the  water  and  to  a  depth  of  four  feet 
below  it,  and  they  also  have  under-water 
decks  before  and  abaft  the  belt.  They 
carry  two  18-ton  guns,  one  well  forward, 
ranging  right  round  the  bow,  and  the  other 
well  aft,  ranging  right  round  the  stern,  as 
well  as  five  6 -inch  guns  on  each  broadside, 
the  foremost  and  aftermost  of  which  are 
placed  on  projecting  sponsons,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  fire  right  ahead  and 
right  astern  respectively.      None  of  these 
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guns  are  protected  except  by  the  thin 
shields  usually  fitted  to  keep  off  rifle  fire 
from  those  actually  working  the  guns. 

No  mention  has  yet  bee;i  made  of  the 
troop  or  transport  ships  of  the  British  navy. 
There  are  in  all  about  a  dozen  of  these,  but 
by  far  the  most  conspicuous  and  important 
of  them  are  the  five  Indian  transports  which 
w^ere  built  about  twenty  years  ago,  con- 
jointly by  the  Admiralty  and  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  and  ever  since  W'orked  by 
those  departments  of  the  state  with  gen- 
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eral  satisfaction.  Oin2  (A  ihesoAhe  Jumna, 
is  illustrated  in  the  annexed  figure.  So 
satisfied  Avas  the  late  Director  of  Trans- 
ports, Sir  William  R.  Mends,  K.C.B.,  with 
the  services  of  these  ships  that,  before  re- 
tiring from  his  office,  he  informed  the 
writer  that  if  he  had  to  assist  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  fleet  of  such  transports 
he  would  desire  but  a  single  improvement 
in  them,  as  working  ships,  and  that  was 
the  raising  of  the  lower  deck  one  foot,  in 
order  to  increase  to  that  extent  the  stow- 
age of  the  holds. 

In  tlie  early  part  of  this  article  the  writer 
made  reference  to  the  influence  exerted 
upon  European  ship-building  by  the  inci- 
dents of  the  American  civil  war.  He  will 
conclude  bv  a  reference  to  an  influence 


to  accompany  them  on  their  annual  oilicial 
visit  of  inspection  to  her  Majesty's  dock- 
yards. On  the  way  from  Chatham  to 
Sheerness  in  the  Admiralty  yacht,  the 
writer  had  a  most  instructive  conversation 
with  the  Adniiral  as  to  the  results  of  his 
practical  experience  of  naval  warfare  at 
the  brilliant  capture  of  New  Orleans,  and 
elsewhere,  and  one  of  tho.se  results  was 
this:  "Never  allow  your  men  to  be  de- 
ceived as  to  the  ships  in  which  you  ex- 
pect them  to  fight.  They  w^ill  fight  in 
anything,  and  fight  to  the  death,  if  they 
know  beforehand  what  they  are  going 
about,  and  what  is  expected  of  them.  But 
if  you  deceive  them,  and  expose  them  to 
dangers  of  which  they  know  nothing,  and 
they  find  this  out  in  battle,  they  are  very 
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exerted  upon  his  own  mind  and  judgment 
by  the  most  distinguished  naval  hero  of 
that  war,  the  late  Admiral  Farragut.  On 
the  occasion  of  that  gallant  officer's  visit 
to  England  the  Board  of  Admiralty  invited 
him,  as  a  wholly  exceptional  compliment. 


apt  to  become  bewildered,  to  lose  heart  all 
at  once,  and  to  fail  you  just  when  you 
most  require  their  utmost  exertions."'  The 
writer  has  not  forgotten  this,  and  will  not 
forget  it.  The  British  Admiralty  is,  un- 
hai)pily,  altogether  unmindful  of  it. 


YOUR  COMING. 

BY  DORA  BEAD  GOOD  ALE. 

IKXOW  not,  love,  how  first  you  found  me. 
What  instinct  led  you  here; 
I  know  the  world  has  changed  around  me 

Since  once  you  came  so  near. 
I  yield  a  thousand  claims  to  nourish  this. 
At  last  the  dearest  hope,  the  nearest  tie; 
And  looking  but  to  you  for  happiness, 
Happy  am  I. 

How  lightly  passed  the  maiden  leisure 

That  youth  and  freedom  chose. 
The  careless  days  of  peace  and  pleasure. 

The  nights  of  pure  repose! 
So  swift  a  touch  could  set  the  tune  amiss! 

So  brief  a  shadow  blot  the  morning  sky! 
Yet  if  the  heart  be  made  for  happiness, 
Happy  am  I. 

O  love,  your  coming  taught  me  trouble: 

Tour  parting  taught  me  pain. 
My  breath  grew  quick;  my  blood  ran  double — 

It  leaped  in  every  vein. 
Tet,  ah:  has  Time  outdone  the  lovers  kiss. 

The  look — the  burning  look — the  low  reply? 
If  these  be  aU  he  holds  of  happiness, 
Happy  am  I. 

You  lend  to  earth  a  vague  emotion : 

3Iy  self  a  stranger  seems; 
Your  glance  is  mixed  with  sky  and  ocean . 

Your  voice  is  heard  in  dreams. 
The  good  I  choose  is  weighed  with  that  I  miss. 

My  idlest  laughter  mated  with  a  sigh. 
And  moving  only  in  your  happiness, 
Happy  am  I. 


SHE    STOOPS    TO    COXQUEE: 

OR.    THE     3riSTAKES     OF    A    SIGRT.—A    CO:\IEDY 
BY  OLIVEE  GOLDSMITH. 


ACT    TRlIiD.—i'OonfimMd,) 
Eh.t'ir  AIi-s  Haedcastle  o.nd  ^Iatd. 

Miss  Haed.  TTliat  an  unac countable  creature  is  that  brother  of  mine,  to 
send  them  to  the  hotise  as  an  inn.  ha  I  ha  I     I  don't  wonder  at  his  impudence. 

]^Iaid.  But  what  is  more,  madam,  the  young  gentleman,  as  you  passed  by 
in  youi'  ^Y^?i^Tv\.  dress,  asked  me  if  you  were  the  bar-maid .  He  mistook  you 
for  the  bar-maid,  madam. 

Miss  Haed.  Did  he  \  Then  as  I  live  I  am  resolv'd  to  keep  up  the  delu- 
sion. Tell  me,  Pimple,  how  do  you  like  my  present  dress  \  Don't  you  think 
I  Look  something  like  Cherry  in  the  Beaud^  Stratagem  ? 

Maid.  It's  the  dress,  madam,  that  every  lady  wears  in  the  cotmtry,  but 
when  she  visits  or  receives  company. 
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does  not  reineinbcr  my  face  or  person  i 


mre  lie 


Miss  Hard.     And  are  yon 

Maid.     Certain  of  it. 

Miss  Hahd.  I  vow  I  tlionglit  so ;  for  tlioiigh  we  spoke  for  some  time  to- 
gether, yet  liis  fears  were  sucli  tliat  lie  never  once  looked  \i\)  during  the  inter- 
view.    Indeed,  if  he  had.  my  Ixmiiet  would  have  kept  him  from  seeing  me. 

Maid.      Hut  wliat  do  yon  liope  fmiii  kee])iiig  him  in  his  mist.ike^ 


:M#:/#' 


Miss  Hard.  In  the  first  place,  I  shall  he  seen,  and  that  is  no  small  advan- 
tage to  a  girl  who  brings  her  face  to  market.  Then  I  shall  ])erhaps  make  an 
acquaintance,  and  that's  no  small  victory  gained  over  one  who  never  addresses 
any  but  the  wildest  of  her  sex.  But  my  chief  aim  is  to  take  my  gentleman  off 
his  guard,  and,  like  an  invisible  champion  of  romance,  examine  the  giant's 
force  before  I  offer  to  combat. 

Maid.  But  you  are  sure  yon  can  act  your  part,  and  disguise  your  voice  so 
that  he  may  mistake  that,  as  he  has  already  mistaken  your  person  ? 

Miss  Hard.  Xever  fear  me.  I  think  I  have  got  the  true  bar  cant — Did 
your  honor  call  ( — Attend  the  Lion  there. — Pipes  and  tobacco  for  the  Angel. 
The  Lamb  has  been  outrageous  this  half-hour. 

Maid.     It  will  do,  madam.     But  he's  liere.  [Exit  Maid. 


Enter  Mar 


[.OW. 


Marl.  What  a  bawling  in  every  part  of  the  house !  I  have  scarce  a  mo- 
ment's repose.  If  I  go  to  the  best  room,  there  I  find  my  host  and  his  story ; 
if  I  ily  to  the  gallery,  there  we  have  my  hostess  with  her  courtesy  down  to  the 
ground.  I  have  at'  last  got  a  moment  to  myself,  and  now  for  recollection.. 
(  Walks  and  muses.) 


Miss  Hard.     Did  you  call,  sir?     Did  your  honor  call? 

Marl.  {Musing.)  As  for  Miss  Hardcastle,  slie's  too  grave  and  sentimental 
for  me. 

Miss  Hard.  Did  your  honor  call  ?  {SJy'  still  ])laGes  her  self  before  him^  he 
turning  away^ 

Marl.  No,  child  (inusing).  Besides,  from  the  glimpse  I  had  of  her,  I  think 
she  squints. 

Miss  Hard.     I'm  sure,  sir,  I  heard  the  bell  ring. 

Marl.  N'o,  no  {musing).  I  have  pleased  my  father,  however,  by^  coming 
down,  and  I'll  to-morrow  please  myself  by  returning.  {Taking  out  his  tablets 
and  perusing .) 

Miss  Hard.     Perhaps  the  other  gentleman  called,  sir  ? 

Marl.     I  tell  you,  no. 

Miss  Hard.  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  sir.  "We  have  such  a  parcel  of 
servants ! 

Marl.  I^o,  no,  I  tell  you  (loohs  full  in  her  face).  Yes,  child,  I  think  I  did 
call.     I  wanted — I  wanted —     I  vow,  child,  you  are  vastly  handsome. 

Miss  Hard.     Oh  la,  sir,  you'll  make  one  ashamed. 

Marl.  ^N'ever  saw  a  more  sprightly,  malicious  eye.  Yes,  yes,  my  dear,  I 
did  call.     Have  you  got  any  of  your — a — what  d'ye  call  it  in  the  house  ? 
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Miss  IIakd.     No,  sir ;  we  liavc  been  out  of  tliat  tlicse  ten  days. 

Marl.  One  may  call  in  this  lionse,  I  Unci,  to  very  little  purpose.  Suppose 
I  should  call  for  a  taste,  just  b}"  way  of  trial,  of  the  nectar  of  your  lips ;  per- 
ha])s  I  niiiilit  be  disappointed  in  that  too. 

Miss  IIakd.  Xeetarl  nectar  I  That's  a  li(]U()r  there's  no  call  for  in  these 
parts.     French,  I  su])pose.     AVe  keep  no  French  wines  here,  sir. 

Mael.     Of  true  English  trrowth,  1  assure  yo.i. 

Miss  Hard.  Then  it's  odd  I  should  not  know  it.  AVe  brew  all  sorts  of 
wines  in  this  house,  and  I  have  lived  here  these  eiu'liteen  years. 

Marl.  Eighteen  years  I  AVhy,  one  would  think,  child,  you  kept  the  bar 
before  you  were  liorn.     How  old  are  you  t 

Miss  Hard.  Oh  I  sir,  1  must  not  tell  my  age.  They  say  women  and  music 
should  never  be  dated. 

Marl.  To  guess  at  this  distance,  you  can't  be  much  above  forty  (aj)j)roach- 
huj).  Yet  nearer  I  don't  think  so  much  {approa('1ih}<i).  By  coming  close  to 
some  women,  they  look  younger  still ;  but  when  we  come  very  close  indeed — 
{cittewptlncj  to  hiss  her.) 

Miss  Hard.  Pray,  sir,  keep  your  distance.  One  would  tliiidv  you  wanted 
to  know  one's  age  as  they  do  horses',  by  mark  of  mouth. 

Marl.  I  protest,  child,  you  use  me  extremely  ill.  If  you  keep  me  at  this 
distance,  how  is  it  j^ossible  you  and  I  can  l)e  ever  acquainted  i 

Miss  Hard.  And  who  wants  to  be  acquainted  with  you  i  I  want  no  such 
acquaintance,  not  I.  I'm  sure  you  did  not  treat  Miss  Hardcastle,  that  was 
here  awhile  ago,  in  this  obstropalous  manner.  I'll  warrant  me,  before  her  you 
looked  dashed,  and  kept  bowing  to  the  ground,  and  talked,  for  all  the  world, 
as  if  you  was  before  a  justice  of  peace. 

Marl.  {Aside.)  Egad,  she  has  hit  it,  sure  enough  I  {To  Jier.)  In  awe  of 
her,  child?  Hal  ha!  ha!  A  mere  awkward  squinting  thing;  no,  no.  I  find 
you  don't  know  me.  I  laughed  and  rallied  her  a  little  ;  but  1  was  unwilling 
to  be  too  severe.     ]N"o,  I  could  not  be  too  severe,  curse  me ! 

Miss  Hard.     Oh,  then,  sir,  you  are  a  favorite,  I  iind,  among  the  ladies  ? 

Marl.  Y'es,  my  dear,  a  great  favorite.  And  yet,  hang  me,  I  don't  see 
what  they  find  in  me  to  follow.  At  the  Ladies'  Club  in  town  I'm  called  their 
agreeable  Rattle.  Rattle,  child,  is  not  my  real  name,  but  one  I'm  known  by. 
My  name  is  Solomons;  Mr.  Solomons,  my  dear,  at  your  service.  {^W^''''*^^9  to 
sahite  her.) 

Miss  Hard.  Hold,  sir,  you  are  introducing  me  to  your  club,  not  to  your- 
self.    And  you're  so  great  a  favorite  there,  you  say  ? 

Marl.  Yes,  my  dear.  There's  Mrs.  Mantrap,  Lady  Betty  I>lackleg,  the 
Countess  of  Sligo,  Mrs.  Langhorns,  old  Miss  Biddy  Buckskin,  and  your  hum- 
ble servant,  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  place. 

Miss  Hard.     Then  it  is  a  very  merry  place,  I  suppose? 

Marl.     Yes,  as  merry  as  cards,  supper,  wine,  and  old  women  can  make  us. 

Miss  Hard.     And  their  agreeable  Rattle,  ha  !  ha !  ha  ! 

Marl.  {Aside.)  Egad !  I  don't  quite  like  this  chit.  She  looks  knowing, 
methinks.     {To  Jier.)  You  laugh,  child? 

Miss  Hard.  I  can't  but  laugli,  to  think  what  time  they  all  have  for  mind- 
ing their  work  or  their  family. 

Marl.  {Aside)  All's  well ;  she  don't  laugh  at  me.  {To  her.)  Do  you  ever 
work,  child  ? 

Miss  Hard.  Ay,  sure.  There's  not  a  screen  or  a  quilt  in  the  whole  house 
but  what  can  bear  witness  to  that. 

Marl.  Odso !  then  you  must  show  me  your  embroidery.  I  embroider  and 
draw  patterns  myself  a  little.  If  you  want  a  judge  of  your  work,  you  must 
apply  to  me.     {Seizing  Jier  Jiand.) 


"  AND 


WHY   NOT   NOW,  MY   ANGEL 
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Mi>s  Hard.  Ay,  Imt  tlie  colors  do  imt  look  well  l>y  candle -light.  You 
shall  see  all  in  the  morning.     {Strugglunj.) 

Marl.  And  why  not  now,  niy  angels  Such  beauty  iires  beyond  the  ])ower 
of  resistance. — Pshaw  I  the  father  here!  My  old  luck:  I  never  nicked  seven 
that  I  did  not  throw  ames-aee  three  times  following.  \^]u'it  Maklow. 

Enter  IIarik  astlk,  v:ho  staiids  in  surj>rist\ 

Hard.  So,  madam.  So  I  find  this  is  your  modest  lover.  This  is  your 
liumhle  admirer,  that  ke]^t  his  eyes  tixed  on  the  ground,  and  only  adored  at 
humble  distance.     Kate.  Kate,  art  thou  not  ashamed  to  deceive  your  father  so  !f 

Miss  1Iaki>.  Never  trust  me,  dear  papa,  but  he's  still  the  modest  man  I 
iii-st  took  him  for ;  you'll  be  convinced  of  it  as  well  as  I. 

Hard.  By  the  hand  of  my  body,  I  believe  his  impudence  is  infectious  I 
Didn't  I  see  him  seize  your  hand  i  Didn't  I  see  him  haul  you  about  like  a 
milkmaid  i     And  now  you  talk  of  his  respect  and  his  modesty,  forsooth  I 

Miss  Hard.  But  if  I  shortly  convince  you  of  his  modesty,  that  he  has  only 
the  faults  that  will  ]xiss  off  with  time,  and  the  virtues  that  will  improve  with 
age,  I  hope  you'll  forgive  him. 

Hard.  The  girl  would  actually  make  one  run  mad!  I  tell  you  Pll  not  be 
convinced.  I  am  convinced.  He  has  scarcely  l)een  three  hours  in  the  house, 
and  he  has  already  encroached  on  all  my  prerogatives.  You  may  like  his  im- 
pudence, and  call  it  modesty:  but  my  sun-iii-law,  madam,  must  have  very  dif- 
ferent qualiiications. 

Miss  Hard.     Sir,  I  ask  but  this  night  to  convince  you. 

Hard.  Y'ou  shall  nut  have  half  the  time,  for  I  have  thoughts  of  turning 
him  out  this  very  hour. 

Miss  Hard.     Give  me  that  hour,  then,  and  I  hope  to  satisfy  you. 

Hard.  AVell.  an  hour  let  it  be,  then.  But  I'll  have  no  trilling  with  your 
father.     All  fair  and  open.     Do  you  mind  me  ? 

Miss  Hard.  I  hope,  sir,  you  have  ever  found  that  I  considered  your  com- 
mands as  my  pride;  for  your  kindness  is  such  that  my  duty  as  yet  has  been 
inclination.  '  '  [Exeunt. 


SONG.* 

VH  me!  when  .shall  I  marry  me? 
Lovers  are  plenty,  but  fail  to  relieve  me. 
He.  fond  youth,  that  could  carry  me. 

Offers  to  love,  but  means  to  deceive  me 
But  I  will  rally,  and  combat  the  ruiiier: 

Not  a  look  nor  a  smile  shall  my  passion  discover. 
She  that  gives  all  to  the  false  one  pursuing  her 
!Makes  but  a  penitent,  and  loses  a  lover. 

*  '•  To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Magazine  : 

"Sir, — I  send  you  a  small  production  of  tlie  late  Dr.  Goldsmith  which  has  never  been  published,  and 
which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  totally  lost  had  I  not  secured  it.  He  intended  it  as  a  song  in  the 
character  "of  Miss  Hardeastle  in  his  admirable  comedy  of  She  Stoopa  to  Conquer ;  but  it  was  left  out,  as 
Mrs.  Bulkley,  who  played  the  part,  did  not  sing.  He  sang  it  himself  in  private  companies,  very  agreeably. 
The  tune  is  a  pretty  Irish  air  called  '  The  Humors  of  Baliamagairy,'  to  which,  he  told  me,  he  found  it  very 
difficult  to  adapt  words ;  but  he  has  succeeded  very  happily  in  these  few  lines.  As  I  could  sing  the  tune, 
and  was  fond  of  them,  he  was  so  good  as  to  give  me  them,  about  a  year  ago,  just  as  I  was  leaving 
London,  and  bidding  him  adieu  for'tiiat  season,  little  apprehending  that  it  was  a  last  farewell.  I  pre- 
serve this  little  relic,  in  his  own  handwriting,  with  aji  affectionate  care. 

'' I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Jamf.s  Boswki.l."' 


AH    ME!    WHEN    SHALL    I    MARRY    ME! 


I  — BLUE-GEASS. 

ONE      might      well 
name      it      Saxon 
grass,  so  much  is  it  at 
home  in  favorable   lo- 
calities of  Saxon  Eng-land.  so  like  the 
loveliest    landscapes    of    green   Saxon 
England  has  it  made  other  landscapes 
on   which    dwell    a    kindred    race    in 
America,  and  so  near  is  itself  to  the 
type  of  nature  that  is  peculiarly  Sax- 
on :   being  a  hardy,  kindly,  beautiful, 
nourishing   stock;    loving   rich  lands, 
and  apt  to  find  out  where  they  lie:  up- 
rooting inferior  aborigines,  but  stoutly 

defending  its  new  domain  against  all  fresh  invaders:  paying  taxes  promptly  and 
well,  with  some  profits  to  boot;  thriving  best  in  temperate  latitudes  and  checkered 
sunshine :  benevolent  to  flocks  and  herds ;  and  allying  itself  closely  to  the  history  of 
any  people  whose  content  lies  in  simple  plenty  and  habitual  peace— the  perfect  squire- 
and-yeoman  type  of  all  gi'asses. 

In  the  earliest  spring  nothing  is  sooner  afield  to  contest  possession  of  the  land 
than  the  blue-grass.  Its  little  green  spear  points  are  first  to  pierce  through  the  soft 
rich  earth,  and  array  themselves  in  countless  companies  over  the  rolling  landscapes, 
while  its  creex)ing  roots  reach  out  in  every  direction  for  securer  foot-hold.     So  early 
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does  this  take  place,  tliat  a  late  hoar- 
frost will  now  and  then  mow  all  these 
bristling  spear  points  down.  Sometimes 
a  slow-falling-  sleet  will  incase  each  em- 
erald blade  in  g^littering  silver;  but  the 
sun  by-and-by  dissolves  it  away,  leaving- 
the  temper  of  the  blade  unhurt.  Or  a  light 
snow-fall  will  cover  tufts  of  it  over,  mak- 
ing pavilions  and  colonnades  with  white 
roofs  resting  on  green  pillars.  The  roofs 
vanish  anon,  and  the  columns  go  on  si- 
lently rising.  But  usually  the  final  rig- 
ors of  the  season  prove  harmless  to  the 
blue -grass.  One  sees  it  most  beautiful 
in  the  spring,  just  before  the  seed  stalks 
have  shot  upward  from  the  flowing  tufts, 
and  while  the  thin,  smooth,  polished  blades, 
having  risen  to  their  greatest  height,  are 
beginning  to  bend  over,  or  break  and  fall 
over,  on  themselves  and  their  nether  fel- 
lows, from  sheer  luxuriance.  The  least 
observant  eye  is  now  constrained  to  note 
that  blue-grass  is  the  great  characteristic 
element  of  the  Kentucky  turf — the  first 
element  of  beaut}^  in  the  Kentucky  land- 
scape. Over  all  the  stretches  of  woodland 
pastures,  over  the  meadows  and  the  lawns, 
by  the  road-side  edges  of  turnpike  and 
lane,  in  the  fence  corners — wherever  its 
seed  has  been  allowed  to  flourish — it 
spreads  a  verdure  so  soft  in  fold  and  fine 
in  texture,  so  entrancing  b\'  its  freshness 
and  fertility,  that  it  looks  like  a  deep-lying, 
thick-matted  emerald  moss.  One  thinks 
of  it,  not  as  some  heavy  green  velvet-like 
carpet  spread  over  the  earth,  but  as  some 
great,  light,  seamless  veil  that  has  fallen 
delicately  around  it,  and  that  might  be 
rolled  off  and  blown  away  by  a  passing 
breeze. 

After  this  you  will  not  see  the  blue- 
grass  so  beautiful.  The  seed  ripens  in 
June.  Already  the  slender  seed  stalks 
have  sprung  up  above  the  uniform  green 
level,  bearing  on  their  summits  the  fuzzy, 
X:)lumy,  purplish  seed-vessels,  and  save 
the  soft,  feathery  undulations  of  these  as 
the  wind  sweeps  over  and  sways  them, 
the  beauty  of  the  blue -grass  is  gone. 
Moreover,  certain  robust  and  persistent 
weeds  and  grasses  have  been  growing 
apace,  roughening  and  diversifying  the 
sward,  so  that  the  vista  is  less  charming. 
During  July  and  August  the  blue -grass 
lies  comparatively  inactive,  resting  from 
the  effort  of  fructification,  and  missing,  as 
well,  frequent  showers  to  temper  the  sum- 
mer sunshine.  In  seasons  of  severe 
drought  it  even  dies  quite  away,  leaving 


the  surface  of  the  earth  as  bare  and  brown 
as  a  winter  landscape  or  an  arid  plain. 
Wliere  it  has  been  closelj'  grazed,  one  may, 
in  walking  over  it  at  such  times,  stir  such 
a  dust  as  one  would  raise  on  a  highway; 
and  the  uptui-ned,  half-ex])osed  rootlets 
seem  entirely  dead.  But  the  moderated 
heats  and  the  gentle  rains  that  usualh^ 
come  with  the  passing  of  summer  bring 
on  a  second  vigorous  growth,  and  in  the 
course  of  several  weeks  the  landscape  is 
covered  with  a  verdure  rivalling  the  lux- 
uriance of  spring. 

Tliere  is  something  seemingly  incon- 
gruous in  this  marvellous  autumnal  reju- 
venescence of  the  blue-grass.  All  nature 
a})pears  content  and  resting.  The  grapes 
on  the  sunward  vinej'ard  slopes  have  re- 
ceived their  final  colorings  of  purple  and 
gold;  the  heavj^  mast  is  beginning  to 
dro])  in  the  forest,  followed  by  the  silent 
lapse  of  the  russet  and  crimson  leaves; 
the  knee -deep  aftermath  has  paled  its 
green  in  the  waiting  autumn  fields;  the 
plump  children  are  sti-etching  out  their 
nut-stained  hands  toward  the  first  happy 
fire-glow  on  chill  dark  evenings;  and  the 
cricket  has  left  the  sere  dead  garden  for  a 
winter  home  at  the  cheery  hearth.  Then, 
lo!  as  if  by  some  fi*eakish  return  of  the 
vanished  sjnnng  to  the  very  edge  of  win- 
ter, the  pastures  are  suddenly  as  fresh  and 
green  as  those  of  May.  The  effect  on  one 
who  has  the  true  landscape  passion  is 
transporting  and  bewildering.  Such  con- 
trasts of  color  it  is  given  one  to  study  no- 
where but  in  blue-grass  lands.  It  is  as  if 
the  seasons  were  met  to  do  some  gi'eat 
piece  of  brocading.  One  sees  a  new  mean- 
ing in  Poe's  melanchol}"  thought  —  the 
leaves  of  the  many-colored  grass. 

All  winter  the  blue -grass  continues 
green — it  is  always  green,  of  course,  never 
blue — and  it  even  grows  a  little  then,  ex- 
cept when  the  ground  is  frozen.  Thus, 
year  after  year,  drawing  all  needful  nour- 
ishment from  the  constantly  disintegra- 
ting limestone  below,  flourishes  here  as 
nowhere  else  in  the  woi-ld  this  wonderful 
grass. 

But  what  of  all  this,  in  view  of  its  eco- 
nomic value  ?  Even  while  shivering  in 
the  bleak  winds  of  March,  the  young 
lambs  frolicked  away  from  the  distent 
teats  of  the  ewes,  with  growing  relish  for 
its  hardy  succulence,  and  by-and-by  they 
were  taken  into  market  the  sooner  and 
the  fatter  for  its  superior  developing  quali- 
ties.     During  the  long  summer,  foaming 
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pails  of  milk  and  bowls  of  golden  butter 
— retaining  its  pure  flavor — have  testified 
to  the  Kentucky  housewife  with  what  de- 
light the  cows  have  ruminated  on  the 
capacious  stores  gathered  each  plentiful 
day.  The  Kentucky  farmer  knows,  too, 
that  the  distant  metropolitan  beef -eater 
w^ill  in  time  have  good  reason  to  thank 
him  for  yonder  winding  herd  of  sleek 
young  steers  that  are  softly  brushing  their 
rounded  sides  w^ith  their  long  white  silky 
tails,  while  they  plunge  their  pufiirjg 
noses  into  its  depths  and  tear  away  huge 
mouthfuls  of  its  inexhaustible  richness. 
Thorough-bred  sire  and  dam  and  foal, 
also,  in  paddocks  or  deeper  pastures,  have 
drawn  from  it  their  unequalled  form  and 
quality  and  organization :  hardness  and 
solidity  of  bone,  strength  of  tendon,  firm- 
ness and  elasticity  of  muscle,  power  of 
nerve,  aud  capacity  of  lung.  Even  the 
Falstafl"  porkers,  their  little  eyes  gleaming 
with  gluttonous  enjoyment,  have  looked 
to  it  for  the  shaping  of  their  posthumous 
hams  and  the  padding  of  their  long  back- 
bones in  depths  of  snowy  lard.  In  win- 
ter, mules  and  sheep  and  horses  paw  away 
the  snow  to  get  at  the  green  shoots  that 
lie  covered  over  beneatli  the  full,  rank 
growth  of  autumn,  or  they  find  it  attract- 
ive provender  in  their  ricks  as  hsij.  Still, 
for  all  that  live  upon  it,  here  it  is  peren- 
nial and  abundant,  beautiful  and  benefi- 


cent— one  of  the  direct  causes  of  the  su- 
periority of  Kentucky  live  stock,  the  first 
great  natural  factor  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  Kentucky  people.  What  wonder  if 
the  Kentuckian,  like  the  Greek  of  old, 
should  wish  to  have  even  his  paradise 
well  set  in  grass,  or  that,  with  a  knowing 
humor  peculiarly  his  own,  he  should 
smile  at  David's  expense  for  saying,  "He 
maketh  his  grass  to  grow  upon  the  mount- 
ains," inasmuch  as  the  only  grass  really 
worth  speaking  of  grows  on  a  certain 
well-known  plain ! 

II.— THE  BLUE-GRASS  LANDSCAPE. 

Bat  if  grass  is  the  first  element  in  the 
lovely  Kentucky  landscape,  as  it  must  be 
in  every  other  one,  by  no  means  should  it 
be  thought  sole  or  chief.  In  Dante,  as 
Ruskin  points  out,  whenever  the  country 
is  to  be  beautiful,  we  come  into  open  air 
and  open  meadows.  Homer,  too,  places 
the  sirens  in  a  meadow  when  they  are  to 
sing.  Over  the  blue-grass,  therefore,  one 
walks  into  the  open  air  and  open  meadows 
of  the  blue-grass  land. 

This  has  long  had  some  reputation  for 
being  one  of  the  very  beautiful  spots  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  it  is  worth 
while,  therefore,  to  consider  for  a  moment 
those  elements  of  natural  scenery  where- 
in alone  the  beauty  could  consist.  Or 
perhaps  it  would  be  wise  to  ask  whether 
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til  is  reputation  be  not  a  mere  local  preju- 
dice—one of  those  local  illusions  of  land- 
scape which  involve  the  transference  of 
the  beholder's  own  tender  feelin^rs  to  the 
objects  of  the  natural  world.  The  an- 
swer will  best  be  ofiven  by  bepfinninf;^  to 
describe  this  country  without  reference  to 
human  presence  or  interference. 

One  might  well  say,  first  of  all,  that 
the  landscape  pos.sesses  what  is  so  very 
rare  even  in  beautiful  land.scapes — the 
quality  of  firacefulness.  Nowhere  does 
one  encounter  vertical  lines  or  violent 
slopes,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  there 
perfectly  level  stretches  like  those  that 
make  the  j^reen  fields  monotonous  in  the 
Dutch  lowlands.  Tiie  dark,  finely  sifted 
soil  lies  deep  over  all  the  limestone  hills, 
filling  out  their  chasms  to  evenness, 
and  rounding  their  jagged  or  precipitous 
edges,  very  much  as  a  heavy  snow  at 
night  will  leave  the  morning  land.sca])e 
with  mitigated  ruggedness  and  softer 
curves.  The  long  slow  action  of  water 
has  further  moulded  everything  into  sym- 
metry, so  that  the  low  ancient  hills  de- 
scend to  the  valleys  in  exquisite  folds  and 
uninterru])ted  slopes.  The  whole  great 
])lain  undulates  away  league  after  league 
toward  the  distant  horizon  in  an  endless 
succession  of  gentle  convex  surfaces — like 
the  easy  swing  of  the  sea— presenting  a 
panorama  of  subdued  swells  and  retiring 
surges.  Everything  in  the  blue -grass 
country  is  billowy  and  afloat.  The  spirit 
of  it  is  intermediate  between  that  of  vio- 
lent energy  and  com})lete  repose;  and  the 
effect  of  this  mild  activity  is  kept  from 
becoming  monotonous  by  the  accidental 
perspective  of  position,  creating  fresh 
vistas  with  an  infinite  variety  of  charm- 
ing details. 

One  traces  this  quality  of  gracefulness 
elsewhere — in  the  labyrinthine  courses  of 
the  restful  streams,  in  the  disposition  of 
forest  mosses,  in  the  free,  unstudied  suc- 
cession of  meadow,  field,  and  lawn.  Sure- 
ly it  is  just  this  order  of  low  hill  scen- 
ery, just  these  buoyant  undulations,  that 
should  be  covered  with  the  blue -grass. 
Had  Hawthorne  ever  looked  on  this  land- 
scape when  most  beautiful,  he  could  nev- 
er have  said  of  England  that  "no  other 
country  will  ever  have  this  charm  of  love- 
ly verdure," 

The  most  characteristically  beautiful 
spots  on  the  blue-grass  landscape  are  the 
woodland  pastures.  A  Kentucky  wheat 
field,  a   Kentucky   meadow,  a   Kentucky 


lawn,  may  be  found  elsewhere;  but  a  Ken- 
tucky sylvan  slope  has  a  loveliness  unique 
and  local.  Kigiitly  do  all  poets  make 
])re-eminently  beautiful  countries  abound 
in  trees.  John  Burroughs,  writing  with 
enthusiasm  of  English  woods,  has  said  that 
"in  midsummer  the  hair  of  our  trees  seems 
to  stand  on  end;  the  woods  have  a  fright- 
ened look,  or  as  if  they  were  just  recover- 
ing from  a  debauch."  This  is  not  true  of 
the  Kentucky  woods,  unless  it  be  in  some 
season  of  ])rotracted  drought.  The  foli- 
age of  the  Kentucky  trees  is  not  thin  nor 
dishevelled,  the  leaves  crowd  thick  to  the 
very  ends  of  the  boughs,  and  si)read  tluMii- 
selves  full  to  the  sky,  making,  where  they 
are  close  together,  under  spaces  of  green- 
lighted  gloom  scarcely  shot  through  by 
some  shafted  sunbeam.  Indeed,  one  oft- 
en finds  here  the  p(M*fection  of  tree  forms. 
I  mean  that  exceedingly  rare  develop- 
ment wliich  enables  the  extremities  of  the 
l)oughs  to  be  carried  out  to  the  very  limit 
of  the  curve  that  nature  intends  the  tree 
to  define  as  the  peculiar  shape  of  its  spe- 
cies. Any  but  the  most  favorable  condi- 
tions, of  course,  leaves  the  outline  jagged, 
faulty,  and  untrue.  Here  and  there  over 
the  blue-grass  landscape  one's  eye  rests  on 
a  cone-shaped,  or  dome-shaped,  or  invert- 
ed pear  shaped,  or  fan-sha])ed  tree.  Nor 
are  fullness  of  leafage  and  perfection  of 
form  alone  to  be  noted  ;  pendency  of 
boughs  is  another  distinguisliing  feature. 
One  who  loves  and  closely  studies  trees 
will  note  here  the  comparative  absence  of 
woody  stiffness.  It  is  expected  that  the 
willow  and  the  elm  should  droo])  their 
branches.  Here  the  same  characteristic 
strikes  you  in  tlie  wild  cherry,  the  maple, 
and  the  sycamore — even  in  great  w'alnuts 
and  ashes  and  oaks;  and  I  have  occasion- 
ally discovered  exceeding  grace  of  form  in 
hackberries  (which  usually  look  paralytic 
and  as  if  waiting  to  hobble  away  on 
crutches),  in  locusts,  and  in  the  harsh 
hickories — loved  by  Thoreau. 

But  to  return  from  these  details  to  the 
woodland  pastures  as  wholes.  They  are 
the  last  vestiges  of  that  unbroken  prime- 
val forest  that,  together  with  cane-brakes 
and  pea  vines,  covered  the  face  of  the 
country  when  it  was  first  beheld  by  the 
pioneers.  No  blue-grass  then.  In  these 
woods  the  timber  has  been  so  largely  cut 
out  that  the  remaining  treesoften  standout 
clearly  revealed  in  their  entire  form  on  the 
landscape,  their  far-reaching  boughs  per- 
haps  not   even    touching   those  of  their 
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nearest  neighbor,  or  else  interlacini^  them 
with  ineffectual  fondness.  Tliere  is  some- 
thing- pathetic  in  the  sight,  and  in  the 
thought  of  those  innumerable  stricken 
ones  that  in  years  agone  were  dismem- 
bered for  cortl-wood  and  kitchen  stoves 
and  the  vast  fire-places  of  old-time  negro 
cabins.  In  the  truly  blue-grass  pasture  all 
undergrowth  and  weeds  are  annually  cut 
down,  so  that  the  massive  trunks  are  re- 
vealed from  a  distance:  all  the  better  be- 
cause the  branches  seldom  are  lower  than 
from  ten  to  twenty  feet  above  the  earth. 
Thus  in  its  daily  course  the  sun  strikes 
every  point  beneath  the  broad  branches, 
and  nourishes  the  blue -grass  up  to  the 
very  roots.  All  savagery,  all  wildness.  is 
taken  out  of  them :  they  are  full  of  tender- 
ness and  repose — of  the  utmost  delicacy 
and  elegance.  Beneath,  over  all  the  grace- 
ful earth,  spreads  the  flowing  gi-een.  uni- 
form and  universal.  Above  this  stand  the 
full,  swelling  trunks— warm  browns  and 
pale  grays— often  lichen-flecked  or  moss- 
enamelled.  Over  these  expand  the  vast 
domes  and  canopies  of  impenetrable  leaf- 
age. And  falling  down  upon  these  comes 
the  placid  sunshine  through  a  sky  of  ceru- 
lean blueness,  and  past  the  snowy  zones  of 
gleaming  cloud.  The  very  individuality 
of  the  tree  comes  out  as  it  never  can  in 
denser  places.  Always  the  most  truly 
human  object  in  still,  voiceless  nature,  it 
here  throws  out  its  arms  to  you  with  ges- 
tures of  imploring  tenderness,  with  what 


Wordsworth  called  *'the  soft  eye-music  of 
slow-waving  boughs.*'  One  can  not  travel 
far,  no  matter  where  he  be  in  the  blue-grass 
country,  without  coming  ujx)n  one  of  these 
woodland  strips. 

Of  the  artistic  service  rendered  the  land- 
scape of  this  region  by  other  elements  of 
scenery — atmosphere  and  cloud  and  sky — 
much  might,  but  little  may  be  said.  The 
atmosphere  is  sometimes  crystalline,  some- 
times full  of  that  intense  repose  of  dazzling 
light  which  one,  without  ever  having 
seen  them,  knows  to  \)e  on  canvases  of 
Turner.  Then,  again,  it  is  amber-hued, 
or  tinged  with  soft  blue,  graduated  to  pur- 
ple shadows  on  the  horizon.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  cloud  sky 
is  one  of  strongly  outlined  forms;  the 
great  white  cumuli  drift  over,  with  every 
majesty  of  design  and  grace  of  grouping; 
but  there  come,  in  milder  seasons,  many 
days  wiien  one  may  see  three  cloud  belts 
in  the  heavens  at  the  same  time,  the  low- 
est far.  far  away,  and  the  highest  brush- 
ing softly,  as  it  were,  past  the  very  dome 
of  the  inviolable  blue.  You  turn  your  eye 
then  downward  to  see  the  light  wander- 
ing wistfully  among  the  low  distant  hilLs, 
and  the  sweet  tremulous  shadows  crossing 
the  summer  meadows  with  timid  cadences. 
It  is  a  beautiful  country;  the  Kentucky 
skies  are  not  the  cold,  hard,  brilliant,  hid- 
eous things  that  so  many  writers  on  nature 
among  us  broadly  style  American  skies 
(usually  meaning    New    England    skies. 


KENTUCKY    RIVER,  FROM    HIGH    BRIDf, 


however),  as  contrasted  with  skies  Eu- 
ropean. They  are  at  times  ineffably 
warm  in  tone  and  tender  in  hue,  giving 
aerial  distances  magical  and  fathomless 
above,  and  throwing  down  ux)on  the 
varied  soft  harmonious  greens  of  the 
landscape  below,  upon  its  rich  browns 
and  weathered  grays  and  whole  scheme 
of  terrene  colors,  a  flood  of  radiance  as 
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bountiful  and  transfiguring  as  it  is  chas- 
tened and  benign. 

But  wl)y  make  a  description  of  the  blue- 
grass  region  of  Kentucky  ?  "SVliat  one 
sees  may  be  onl\'  \vhat  lie  feels — may  be 
only  intricate  affinities  between  luitui'c 
and  self  tliat  were  developed  long  ago.  and 
have  become  too  deep  to  be  viewed  as  re- 
lations or  illusions.  What  two  human 
beings  find  the  same  things  in  the  face  of 
a  third,  or  in  nature's  ?  Descriptions  of 
scenery  are  notoriou.sly  disappointing  to 
those  whose  taste  in  landscai>e  is  differ- 
ent, or  who  have  little  or  no  sentiment  for 
pure  landscape  beauty  at  all.  So  one  com- 
ing hither  might  be  sorely  disappointed. 
No  mountains;  no  strips  of  distant  blue 
gleaming  water  nor  lawny  ca.scades;  no 
grandeur;  no  majesty;  no  wild  pictur- 
esqueness.  The  chords  of  landscape  har- 
mony are  very  simple:  nothing  but  soft- 
ness and  amenity,  grace  and  repo.se,  deli- 
cacy and  elegance.  One  might  fail  at  sea- 
sons to  find  even  these.  This  is  a  beautiful 
country,  but  no  paradise;  there  come  days 
when  the  climate  shows  as  ugly  a  tem])er 
as  is  possible  in  even  a  perfectly  civilized 
human  being.  No  little  of  the  finest  tim- 
ber has  been  lost  to  it  by  storms.  The  sky 
is  sometimes  for  days  one  great  blank  face 
of  grewsome  gray.  In  winter  you  laugli 
with  chattering  teeth  at  those  who  call 
this  *'theSouth,"  thethermometer  in  your 
hand  perhaps  registering  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  degrees  below  zero.  In  summer  it 
occurs  to  you  that  the  name  was  no  mis- 
take, but  only  a  half-truth.  It  is  only  In- 
visiting  this  region  during  some  lovely 
season,  or  by  dwelling  here  from  year  to 
year,  and  seeing  it  iji  all  the  humors  of 
storm  and  sunshine,  that  one  can  fall  in 
love  witli  it. 

HI— BLUE  GRASS  FERTILITY. 
But  the  ideal  landscape  of  daily  life 
must  not  be  merely  beautiful,  it  should 
be  also  useful.  With  what  may  not  the 
fertility  of  this  region  be  truthfully  com- 
])ared  ?  With  the  valleys  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, the  Shenandoah,  and  the  Genesee: 
with  the  richest  lands  of  Lombardy  and 
Belgium;  with  the  most  fertile  districts 
of  England.  The  evidences  of  this  fer- 
tility are  everywhere  apparent.  Nature, 
even  in  those  places  w^here  she  has  been 
forced  for  nearly  a  hundred  years  to  bear 
so  much  at  the  hands  of  a  not  always  ju- 
dicious agriculture,  unceasingly  struggles 
to  cover  herself  witli  bushes  of  all  sorts 


and  nameless  annual  weeds  and  gra.sses. 
Even  the  blue-gra.ss  contends  in  vain  for 
complete  possession  of  its  freehold.  One 
is  forced,  living  here  year  after  year,  to 
note,  even  tl\ough  without  the  least  senti- 
ment, the  rich  ])ageant  of  transitory  wild 
bloom  that  will  force  a  pas.sage  for  it.self 
over  the  land.scape:  firmaments  of  golden 
dandelions  in  the  lawns;  vast  beds  of  vio- 
lets, gray  and  blue,  in  dimmer  boskj 
glades;  patches  of  fiaunting  sunflowers 
along  the  road-sides;  ])urple  thistles,  and, 
of  deeper  purple  still,  and  far  denser 
growth,  beautiful  iron-weed  in  the  woods; 
with  many  clumps  of  alder  Ijloom.  and 
fast-extending  patches  of  perennial  black- 
berry, and  groups  of  delicate  May  a])ples, 
and  whole  fields  of  dog-fennel  and  golden- 
rod.  And  why  mention  coarser  things — 
indomitable  dock  and  gigantic  poke,  burrs 
and  plenteous  nightshade,  and  mullein 
and  plantain,  with  du.sty  gray-green  rag- 
weed and  thrifty  fox-tail? — an  innumera- 
ble throng! 

Maize  and  pumpkins  and  beans  grow 
together  in  a  field — a  triple  crop.  Nature 
perfects  them  all,  yet  must  do  more. 
Scarcely  have  the  ploughs  left  the  long 
furrows  before  there  springs  up  a  varied 
wild  growth,  and  a  fourth  crop,  morning- 
glories,  festoon  the  tall  tassels  of  the  In- 
dian corn  ere  the  knife  can  be  laid  against 
the  stalk.  Harvest  fields  usually  have 
their  stubble  well  hidden  by  a  rich,  deep 
aftermath.  Garden  patches,  for  all  that 
])ersistent  hoe  and  rake  can  do,  commonly 
look  at  last  like  spots  given  over  to  weeds 
and  grasses.  Sidewalks  quickly  lose  their 
borders.  Pavements  would  soon  disap- 
pear from  sight;  the  winding  of  a  distant 
stream  through  the  fields  can  be  readily 
followed  by  the  line  of  communistic  vege- 
tation that  rushes  there  to  fight  for  life, 
from  the  minutest  creeping  vines  to  forest 
trees.  Every  neglected  fence  corner  be- 
comes an  area  for  a  fresh  colony.  Leave 
one  of  these  sweet,  humanized  woodland 
])astures  alone  for  a  .short  period  of  years, 
it  runs  wild  with  a  dense  young  natural 
forest;  vines  shoot  up  to  the  tops  of  the 
tallest  trees,  and  then  tumble  over  in 
green  spraj'S  on  the  heads  of  others. 

A  kind,  true,  patient,  self-helpful  soil 
if  ever  there  was  one  I  Some  of  these 
lands  after  being  cultivated,  not  always 
scientifically,  but  always  without  artificial 
fertilizers,  for  more  than  three-quarters  of 
a  century,  are  now,  if  properly  treated, 
equal  in  productiveness  to  the  best  farm- 
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ing-  lands  of  Eng-laiul.      Tlie  farmer  from 
one  of  tliese  old  lields  will  take  two  dif- 
ferent crops  in  a  season.      He  gets  two 
cuttings  of  clover  from  a  meadow,  and 
has   rich   grazing  left.      A  few   of   these 
counties  have  at  a  time  produced  three- 
fourths  of  the  entire  hemp  product  of  the 
United   States.      The   State   itself   has   at 
different  times  stood  first  in  wheat  and 
hemp  and  Indian  corn  and  avooI  and  to- 
bacco and  flax,  and  this  although  half  its 
territory  is  covered   with  virgin   forests. 
When   lands   under   improper   treatment 
have  become  impoverished,  their  product- 
iveness has  been  restored,  not  by  artificial 
fertilizers,  but  by  simple  rotation  of  crops, 
with  nature's  own  help.      The  soil  rests 
on  decomposable  limestone,  which  annu- 
ally gives  up  to  it  in  solution  all  the  es- 
sential mineral  plant  food  that  a  judicious 
sj'stem  of  agriculture  should  ever  remove. 
The  transition  from  material  conditions 
to  the  forms  of  life   that  they  insure  is 
here  natural.      Soil  and  air  and  climate, 
the  entire  aggregate  of  influences  liappily 
co-operative,   make    this    region    beyond 
question  tlie  finest  grazing  district  in  the 
world.      The  Kentucky  horse  has  carried 
the  reputation  of  the  country  into  regions 
where   even   the    people   could,  perhaps, 
have  never  made  it  so  well  known.      Your 
expert  in  the  breeding  of  thorough-breds 
w^ill  tell  you  that  the  muscular  fibre  of 
the  blue-grass   animal  is  to   that  of  the 
Pennsylvania-bred  horses  as  silk  to  cot- 
ton, and  the  texture  of  his  bone,  when 
compared  with  the  latter's,  much  as  ivory 
beside   pumice-stone.      If   taken    to   the 
Eastern  States,  in  twelve  generations  he 
is  no  longer  the  same  breed  of  horse.      His 
blood  fertilizes  American  stock  the  con- 
tinent over.     Jersey  cattle  brought  here 
increase  in  size.     Sires  come  to  Kentucky 
to  make  themselves  and  their  offspring 
famous.     The    people    themselves    are   a 
fecund  race.      Out  of  this  State  have  gone 
more  to  enrich  the  citizenship  of  the  na- 
tion than    all   the   other  States  together 
have   been   able  to  send  into  it.     So  at 
least  your  loyal-hearted  Kentuckian  looks 
at  the  rather  delicate  subject  of  inter-State 
migration.     Let  all  the  forces  of  nature 
receive  their  due  share  of  credit,  likewise. 
By  actual  measurement  the  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers during  the  civil  war  were  found  to 
surpass  all  others   (except  Tennesseeans) 
in   height   and   weight,  whether   coming 
from  the  United  States  or  various  coun- 
tries of  Europe.     But  for  the  great-headed 


Scandinavians,  they  would  have  been  first, 
also,  in  circumference  around  the  fore- 
head and  occiput.  Still  it  is  conceded  that 
Kentucky  has  little  or  no  literature. 

One  element  that  should  be  conspicu- 
ous in  all  very  fertile  countries  does  not 
strike  the  observer  here — much  beautiful 
Avater;  no  other  State  has  a  frontage  on 
navigable  rivers  equal  to  that  of  Ken- 
tucky. But  in  the  blue-grass  region  there 
are  few  limpid,  lovelj^,  smaller  streams. 
Wonderful  springs  there  are  in  places, 
and  vast  stores  of  water  there  must  be  in 
the  cavernous  earth  below;  but  the  land- 
scape lacks  the  charm  of  this  element — 
clear,  rushing,  musical,  abundant.  The 
water-courses,  ever  winding  and  g-i'aceful, 
are  apt  to  be  either  swollen  and  turbid  or 
insignificant;  of  late  years  the  beds  seem 
less  full  also — a  change  consequent,  per- 
haps, upon  the  denudation  of  forest  lands. 
In  a  dry  season  the  historic  Elkhorn  seems 
little  more  than  a  ganglion  of  precarious 
pools. 

I V._ AGRICULTURAL  AND  DOMESTIC 
ASPECTS  OF  RURAL  LIFE. 

The  best  artists  who  have  painted  cul- 
tivated ground  have  always  been  very 
careful  to  limit  the  area  of  the  crops. 
Undoubtedly  the  substitution  of  a  more 
scientific  agriculture  for  the  loose  and 
easy  ways  of  primitive  husbandry  has 
changed  the  key-note  of  rural  existence 
from  a  tender  Virgilian  sentiment  to  a 
coarser  strain,  and  as  life  becomes  more 
unsophisticated  it  grows  less  picturesque. 
When  the  old  work  of  the  reaper  is  done 
by  a  fat  man  with  a  flaming  face,  sitting 
on  a  cast-iron  machine,  and  smoking  a 
cob  pipe,  your  artist  will  leave  the  fields 
as  soon  as  possible.  Figures  have  a  ter- 
rible power  to  destroy  sentiment  in  pure 
landscape;  so  have  houses.  When  one 
leaves  nature,  pure  and  simple,  in  the 
blue-grass  country,  he  must  accordingly 
pick  his  way  circumspectly  or  go  amiss 
in  his  search  for  the  beautiful.  If  his 
taste  lead  him  to  desire  in  landscapes  the 
finest  evidences  of  human  labor,  the  high 
artificial  finish  of  a  minutely  careful  civ- 
ilization, he  will  here  find  great  disap- 
pointment awaiting  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  delight  in  those  exquisite  ru- 
ral spots  of  the  Old  World  with  pictur- 
esque bits  of  homestead  architecture  and 
the  perfection  of  horticultural  and  unob- 
trusive botanical  details,  he  will  be  no 
less   aoTirrieved.      What   he  sees  here   is 


THE  BLUE-GRASS  REGION  OF  KENTUCKY. 


375 


NEGRO    CABINS. 


neither  the  most  scientific  farming",  sim- 
ply economic  and  utiUtarian — raw  and 
rude — nor  that  cultivated  desire  for  the 
elements  in  nature  to  be  so  moulded  by 
the  hand  of  man  that  they  will  fuse  har- 
moniously and  inextricably  with  his  hab- 
itations and  his  work. 

The  whole  face  of  the  country  is  taken 
up  by  a  succession  of  farms.  Each  of 
these,  except,  of  course,  the  very  small 
ones,  presents  to  the  eye  the  variation  of 
meadow,  field,  and  woodland  pasture,  to- 
gether with  the  homestead  and  the  sur- 
rounding- grounds  of  orchard,  garden,  and 
lawn.  The  entire  landscape  is  thus  caught 
in  a  vast  net- work  of  fences.  The  Ken- 
tuckian  retains  his  English  ancestors'  love 
of  inclosures ;  but  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
estates  beyond  a  single  generation  does 
not  encourage  him  to  make  them  the 
most  durable.  One  does,  indeed,  notice 
here  and  there  throughout  the  country 
stone  walls  of  blue  limestone,  that  give 
an  aspect  of  substantial  repose  and  com- 
fortable firmness  to  the  scenery  by  their 
solid  masonry.  But  the  farmer  dreads 
their  costliness,  even  though  his  own  hill- 
sides furnish  him   an   abundant  quarry. 


He  knows  that  unless  the  foundations 
are  laid  like  those  of  a  house,  the  thawing 
earth  will  unsettle  them,  that  water,  freez- 
ing as  it  trickles  through  the  crevices, 
will  force  the  stones  out  of  their  places, 
and  that  breaches  will  be  made  in  them 
by  boys  on  a  hunt  whenever  and  wherever 
it  shall  be  necessary  in  order  to  get  at  a 
lurking  or  a  sorely  pressed  rabbit  that  has 
crept  within.  It  is  ludicrously  true  that 
the  most  terrible  destroyer  of  stone  walls 
in  this  country  is  the  small  boy  hunting  a 
hare,  with  an  appetite  for  game  that  knows 
no  geological  impediment.  Therefore  one 
hears  of  fewer  limestone  fences  being  built 
of  late  years,  even  of  some  being  torn 
down  and  superseded  by  plank  fences  or 
post-and-rail  fences,  or  by  the  newer  barb- 
ed-wire fence  —  an  economic  device  that 
will  probably  become  as  popular  in  re- 
gions where  stone  and  timber  were  never 
to  be  had  as  in  others,  like  this,  where 
timber  has  been  ignorantly,  wantonly  sac- 
rificed. It  is  a  genuine  pleasure  to  knov*^ 
that  one  of  the  most  expensive,  and  cer- 
tainly the  most  hideous,  fences  ever  in 
vogue  here  is  falling  into  disuse.  I  mean 
the  worm -fence — called  worm  because  it 
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wrig-g-led  over  tlie  landscape  like  a  long 
brown  caterpillar,  the  stakes  being  the 
bristles  along  its  back,  and  because  it  now 
and  then  ate  up  a  noble  walnut-tree  close 
by,  or  a  kingly  oak,  or  frightened,  trem- 
bling ash — a  worm  that  decided  the  des- 
tiny of  forests.  A  pleasure  it  is,  too,  to 
come  occasionally  upon  an  Osage  orange 
hedge-row,  which  is  a  green  eternal  fence. 
But  you  will  not  find  many  of  these.  It 
is  generally  too  much  to  ask  of  an  Amer- 
ican, even  though  he  be  a  Kentuckian,  to 
wait  for  a  hedge  to  grow  and  make  him 
a  fence.  When  he  takes  a  notion  to  have 
a  fence,  he  wants  it  put  up  l^fore  Satur- 
day night. 

If  the  Kentuckian,  like  the  English- 
man, is  fond  of  walling  himself  around, 
though  with  but  a  worm-fence,  like  the 
Frenchman,  he  loves  long,  straight  roads. 
You  will  not  find  elsewhere  in  Amei-ica 
such  highways  as  the  Kentuckian  has 
constructed  all  over  his  country — broad, 
smooth,  level,  white,  glistening  turnpikes 
of  the  macadamized  limestone.  It  is  a 
luxury  to  drive  upon  them,  and  also  an 
expense,  as  one  will  discover  before  he 
has  passed  through  many  toll-gates.  He 
could  travel  more  cheaply  on  the  finest 
railway  on  the  continent,  though  of 
course  it  will  not  be  himself,  but  his 
horses  and  vehicle,  that  are  paid  for. 
What  Richard  Grant  White  thought  it 
worth  w^hile  to  record  as  a  rare  and  in- 
teresting sight —  a  man  on  an  English 
highway  breaking  stones — is  no  uncom- 
mon occurrence  here.  All  limestone  for 
all  these  hundreds  of  miles  of  roads,  hav- 
ing been  quarried  here  and  there,  almost 
anywhere,  near  each  of  them,  and  then 
having  been  carted  and  strewn  along  the 
road-side,  is  broken  by  a  hammer  in  the 
hand  of  a  man.  By  the  highway  he  sits 
— usually  an  Irishman — pecking  away  at 
a  long  rugged  pile  as  though  he  were 
good  to  live  for  a  thousand  years.  Some- 
how, in  patience,  he  always  gets  to  the 
other  end  of  his  hard  row.  But  if,  some 
bright  Easter  morn,  you  sit  for  a  moment 
beside  him,  and  speak  to  him  sympathet- 
ically of  labor  and  of  life,  his  tears  will 
sprinkle  his  dusty  hands,  showing  his 
heart  is  elsewhere. 

One  can  not  sojourn  long  here  without 
coming  toconceive  an  interest  in  this  lime- 
stone, and  loving  to  meet  its  rich  warm 
hues  on  the  landscape.  It  has  made  a 
deal  of  history :  limestone  blue-grass, lime- 
stone  water,  limestone   roads,   limestone 


fences,  limestone  bridges  and  arches,lime- 
stone  engineering  architecture,  limestone 
water-mills,  limestone  spring-houses  and 
homesteads — limestoneKentuckiansI  Out- 
side of  Scripture  no  people  was  ever  so 
like  to  be  founded  on  a  rock.  It  might  be 
well  to  note,  likewise,  that  the  soil  of  this 
region  is  what  scientists  call  sedentary — 
called  so  because  it  sits  quietly  on  the  rocks, 
not  because  the  people  sit  quietly  on  it. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  picturesque  bits 
in  the  blue-grass  country,  architecturally, 
are  those  old  stone  water-mills  and  old 
stone  homesteads  —  landmarks  each  for 
se})arate  trains  of  ideas  that  run  to  poetry 
and  to  history.  The  latter,  built  some  of 
them  by  descendants  of  i)ioneers  near- 
ly a  hundred  years  ago,  stand  gray  with 
years,  but  good  for  nameless  years  to  come : 
great  low  chimneys,  deep  little  windows, 
thick  walls,  mighty  fire-places;  situated 
usually  with  keen  discretion  on  an  eleva- 
tion near  a  spring,  just  as  a  Saxon  fore- 
father would  have  placed  them  centuries 
ago.  Happily  one  will  .see  the  water  of 
this  spring  issuing  still  from  a  recess  in 
a  hill-side,  with  an  overhanging  ledge  of 
rock — the  entrance  to  this  cavern  being 
walled  across  and  closed  with  a  gate,  thus 
making,  according  to  ancient  fashion,  a 
simple  natural  spring-house  and  dairy. 

Something  like  a  feeling  of  exasperation 
is  apt  to  come  over  one  when  he  turns 
from  these  to  the  typical  modern  houses. 
Nowhere,  certainly,  in  rural  America,  are 
there,witliin  the  same  area,  more  substan- 
tial, comfortable  homesteads  than  here. 
They  are  nothing  if  not  spacious  and 
healthful,  frame  or  brick,  two  stories, 
shingle  roofs.  But  they  lack  characteris- 
tic physiognomy;  they  have  no  harifiony 
with  the  landscape,  nor  with  each  other, 
nor  often  with  themselves.  They  are  not 
beautiful  when  new,  and  can  never  be 
beautiful  when  old,  for  the  beauty  of  new- 
ness and  the  beauty  of  oldness  alike  de- 
pend on  beauty  of  form  and  color,  which 
here  is  lacking.  One  longs  for  the  sight 
of  a  rural  Gothic  cottage,  which  would 
harmonize  so  well  with  the  order  of  the 
scenery,  or  for  a  light,  elegant  villa  that 
should  overlook  these  light  and  elegant 
undulations  of  a  beautiful  and  varied 
landscape.  It  must  be  understood  that 
there  are  notable  exceptions  to  these  state- 
ments even  in  the  outlying  districts  of 
the  blue-grass  country,  and  that  they  do 
not  at  all  apply  to  the  environs  of  the 
towns,  nor  to  the  towns  themselves. 
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Nowhere  does  one  see  masses  of  merely 
beautiful  things  in  the  country.  The  slum- 
bering art  of  interior  decoration  is  usually 
spent  upon  tlie  parlor,  which  constitutes 


does  not  seem  to  have  any  compelling, 
controlling  sense  of  the  beautiful.  She 
invariably  concedes  something  to  beauty, 

but  not  enou^'h.      You  will  find  a  show 


OLD    FARM-HOUSE. 


the  usual  ceremonial  dessert  of  American  of  flowers  at  the  poorest  houses,  though 

entertainment.      The  grounds  around  the  but  geranium  slips  in  miscellaneous  tins 

houses  are   not   kept  in  the   best   order,  and  pottery.      But.  on  the  other  hand,  you 

The   typical   rural    Kentucky   housewife  do  not  generally  see  around  more  prosper- 
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ous  homes  any  such  parterres  or  beds  as 
there  is  money  enough  to  spend  on.  and 
time  enough  to  tend,  and  grounds  to  jus- 
tify. 

A  like  spirit  is  shown  by  the  ordinary 
blue -grass  farmer.  His  management 
strikes  you  as  not  the  pink  of  tidiness, not 
the  model  of  systematic  thrift.  Excep- 
tions exist — many  exceptions — but  they 
care  for  themselves:  the  rule  holds  good. 
One  can  not  travel  here  in  summer  or 
autumn  without  observing  that  weeds 
flourish  where  they  can  possibly  do  no- 
thing but  harm  and  create  ugliness: 
fences  often  go  long  uni-epaii*ed :  gates 
may  be  found  swinging  on  one  hinge. 
He  misuses  his  long-cultivated  fields:  he 
cuts  down  his  scant,  precious  trees.  His 
energy  is  not  tireless,  his  watchfulness 
not  sleepless.  Why  should  tliey  be  ?  Hu- 
man life  here  is  not  massed  and  swarming. 
The  occupation  of  the  soil  is  not  close  and 
niggard.  The  landscape  is  not  even  com- 
pact, much  less  crowded.  Tliere  is  room 
for  more,  plenty  for  moi*e  to  eat.  No 
man  here,  like  the  ancient  Roman  prsetor, 
ever  decided  howoflenone  might. without 
trespass,  gather  the  acorns  that  fall  from 
his  neighbors'  trees.  No  woman  ever 
went  through  a  blue-grass  harvest  field 
gleaning.  Ruth's  vocation  is  gone.  By 
nature  the  Kentuckian  is  no  rigid  econo- 
mist. By  birth,  education,  tradition,  and 
inherited  tendencies  he  is  not  a  country 
clout,  but  a  rural  gentleman.  His  ideal 
of  life  is  neither  vast  wealth  nor  i>ei*sonal 
distinction,  but  solid  comfort  in  material 
conditions,  and  the  material  conditions 
are  easy :  fertility  of  soil,  annual  excess  of 
production  over  consumption,  compara- 
tive thinness  of  population.  So  he  does 
not  brace  himself  for  the  tense  struggle  of 
life  as  it  goes  on  in  centres  of  fierce  terri- 
torial shoulder-pushing.  He  can  afford 
to  indulge  his  slackness  of  endeavor.  He 
is  neither  an  aleri  aggressive  agricultur- 
ist, nor  a  landscape  gardener,  nor  a  pur- 
veyor of  commodities  to  the  gi-een-grocer. 
If  the  world  wants  vegetables,  let  it  raise 
them.  He'll  not  work  himself  to  death 
for  other  people,  though  they  pay  him  for 
it.  His  wife  is  a  lady,  not  a  domestic  la- 
borer; and  it  is  her  privilege,  in  household 
affairs,  placidly  to  surround  hei*self  with 
an  abundance  which  the  sti'aiuing  life- 
long female  economists  of  otlier  regions 
not  necessary  to  name  would  regard  with 
conscientious  and  furious  indignation. 

In  truth. there  is  much  evidence  to  show 


that  this  park-like  country,  intersected  by 
many  beautiful  railroads,  turnpikes,  and 
shaded  picturesque  lanes,  will  become  less 
and  less  an  agricultural  district,  more 
and  more  a  region  of  unequalled  pastur- 
age, and  hence  a  thousand  times  more 
park-like  still.  One  great  interest  abides 
hei*e.  of  course — the  manufacture  of  old 
Bourbon  whiskey.  Another  interest  has 
only  within  the  last  few  years  been  devel- 
oi>ed — the  cultivation  of  tobacco.for  which 
it  was  formerly  thought  that  the  blue- 
grass  soils  were  not  adapted.  But  as  years 
go  by.  the  stock  interests  invite  more  cap- 
ital, demand  more  attention,  give  more 
pleasure — in  a  word,  strike  the  full  chord 
of  modern  interest  by  furnishing  an  un- 
paralleled means  of  speculative  profit. 

Forty  years  ago  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  State  wei*e  engaged  in  writ- 
ing essays  and  prize  papers  on  scientific 
agricultui*e.  A  regular  trotting  ti*ack  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country. 
Nothing  was  thought  of  the  breeding  and 
training  of  horses  with  reference  to  devel- 
opment of  greater  speetl.  Pacing  horses 
were  fashionable:  and  two  great  rivals  in 
this  seductive  gait  having  been  brought 
together  for  a  trial  of  si>eed.  in  lieu  of  a 
ti*ack.  paced  a  miglity  race  over  a  river- 
]x>ttom  flat !  We  have  changed  all  that. 
The  gentlemen  no  longer  write  their  es- 
says. The  trotting  horse  will  soon,  un- 
doubtedly, be  admitted  to  manhood  suf- 
fi*age  here,  much  as  beef  once  won  the 
spui*s  of  knighthood.  He  has  already, 
even  without  the  right  of  voting.  l>een 
styled  the  fii-st  citizen.  The  great  agri- 
cultui*al  fairs  of  the  State  have  modified 
their  exhibits  with  reference  to  him  alone, 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  people 
give  afternoon  after  afternoon  to  the  con- 
templation of  his  beauty  and  his  speed. 
His  one  rival  is  the  thoix^ugh-bred.  who 
goes  on  running  faster  and  faster.  By- 
and-by  time  will  be  no  more.  One  of  the 
brief  code  of  nine  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  young  Kentucky  common- 
wealth that  were  passed  in  the  first  legis- 
lative assembly  ever  held  west  of  the  Al- 
leghanies  dealt  with  the  preservation  of 
the  breed  of  hoi-ses.  Nothing  was  said  of 
education.  The  Kentuc'kian  loves  the 
memory  of  Thomas  Jeffei*sou.  not  forget- 
ting that  he  once  ran  race-horses.  These 
great  interests,  not  overloo'king  the  cattle 
interest,  the  manufacture  of  whiskey,  and 
the  raising  of  tobacco,  will  no  doubt  con- 
stitute the  future  determining  factoi*s  in 
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the  history  of  this  country.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  pahite  at  once  becomes 
kindly  disposed  at  the  bare  mention  of 
the  many  thousands  of  tin"keys  that  an- 
nually fatten  on  these  plains.  But  it  is 
now  w-ell  tluit  we  siiould  for  a  moment 
come  face  to  face  with  these  blue-grass 
Kentuckians. 

v.— THE  BLUE-GRASS  KEXTUCKIAXS. 

"In  Kentucky."  writes  Professor  Sha- 
ler,  in  his  recent  history,  "we  shall  find 
nearly  pure  English  blood.  It  is.  more- 
over, tlie  largest  body  of  pure  English 
folk  tliat  lias,  speaking  generally,  been 
separated  from  the  mother  country  for 
two  hundred  years.""  They,  the  blue-grass 
Kentuckians,  are  the  descendants  of  those 
hardy,  high-spirited,  picked  Englishmen, 
largely  of  the  squire  and  yeoman  class, 
whose  absorbing  passion  was  not  religious 
disputation,  nor  the  intellectual  purpose 
of  founding  a  State,  but  the  ownership  of 
land  and  all  the  pursuits  and  pleasures  of 
rural  life,  close  to  the  rich  soil,  and  full  of 
its  strength  and  sunlight.  They  have  to 
this  day,  in  a  degree  perhaps  equalled  by 
no  others  living,  the  race  qualities  of  their 
Eno^lish  ancestrv  and  the  tastes  and  habi- 


tudes of  their  forefathers.  If  one  knows 
Avell  the  Saxon  nature,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  has.  on  the  other,  been  a  close  student 
of  Kentucky  life  and  character,  stripped 
bare  of  the  accidental  circumstances  of 
local  environment,  he  may  amuse  him- 
self endlessly  with  laying  the  two  side  by 
side  and  comparing  the  points  of  essential 
likeness.  It  is  a  question  whether  he  is 
not  moi'e  like  an  English  ancestor  than  a 
New  England  contemporary.  This  is  an 
old  country,  as  thing's  go  in  the  West. 
The  rock  formation,  a  geologist  will  tell 
you.  is  very  old:  the  soil  is  old;  the  race 
qualities  here  apparent  are  old.  Is  not 
the  last  true  r  In  the  Sagas,  in  the  Edda. 
a  man  must  be  overbrave.  "Let  all  who 
are  not  cowards  follow  mel""  cried  AEcGa- 
vj,  putting  an  end  to  all  prudent  counsel 
on  the  eve  of  the  dreadful  battle  of  the 
Blue  Licks,  The  Kentuckian  winced  un- 
der the  implication  then,  and  has  done  it 
in  a  thousand  instances  since.  Overbrav- 
ery  I  The  idea  runs  through  all  the  an- 
achronistic pages  of  Kentucky  history, 
drawing  them  back  into  the  past  centuries 
of  his  race.  It  is  this  quality  of  temper  and 
conception  of  manhood  that  has  operated 
to  build  up  in  the  mind  of  the  world  the 
ridiculous  figure  of  the  typical  Kentuck- 


380 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


ian.  Hawthorne  conversed  with  an  old 
man  in  Enghmd  who  told  him  that  the 
Kentuckians  flayed  Tecumseh  where  he 
fell,  and  converted  his  skin  into  razor- 
strops.  Collins,  the  Kentucky  Froissart, 
speaking- of  Kentucky  pioneers,  relates  of 
tlie  father  of  one  of  them  that  he  knocked 
Washing-ton  down  in  a  quarrel,  and  re- 
ceived an  apology  from  the  Father  of  his 
Country  on  the  following  day — a  little 
man,  too.  His  son  was  the  second  Pepin 
of  the  house  coming  to  tliis  State,  and  here 
faithfully  nourishing  his  family  and  his 
temper  so  long  as  he  lived — the  represent- 
ative of  many.  I  have  been  quick  to 
mention  this  typical  Hotspur  figure,  and 
to  cast  upon  it  the  sulphurous  side  light  of 
historic  reminiscence,  because  I  knew  it 
would  come  foremost  into  the  mind  of  the 
reader  whenever  one  began  to  speak  with 
candor  of  Kentucky  life  and  character. 
Better  have  it  up  and  be  done  with  it.  It 
was  never  a  faithfully  true  face:  satire 
bit  always  into  burlesque  along  lines  of 
coarseness  and  exaggeration.  Much  less 
is  it  true  now,  except  in  so  far  as  it  de- 
scribes a  kind  of  human  being  found  the 
world  over. 

But  I  was  saying  that  old  race  quali- 
ties are  apparent  here,  because  this  is  a 
people  of  English  blood  with  hereditary 
agricultural  tastes,  and  because  it  has  re- 
mained to  this  day  largely  uncommingled 
with  foreign  strains.  Here,  for  instance, 
is  the  old  race  conservatism  that  expends 
itself  reverentially  on  established  ways 
and  familiar  customs.  The  building  of 
the  first  great  turnpike  in  this  country 
was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
shut  up  way  -  side   taverns,  throw   wag- 


ons and  teams  out  of  employment,  and  de- 
stroy the  market  for  chickens  and  oats. 
Prior  to  that,  in) migration  was  discoui'aged 
because  it  would  make  the  already  high 
})rices  of  necessary  articles  so  exorbitant 
that  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  State 
would  receive  a  fatal  check.  True,  how- 
ever, this  opposition  was  not  without  a 
certain  philosophy  of  Attic  savor;  for  in 
those  days  people  went  to  some  distant 
lick  for  their  salt,  bought  it  warm  from 
the  kettle  at  seven  or  eight  cents  a  pound, 
and  packed  it  home  on  horseback,  so  that 
a  fourth  dropped  away  in  bitter  water. 
Coming  back  to  the  present,  the  liuge  yel- 
lowish-red stage-coach  rolls  to-day  over 
the  marbled  roads  of  the  blue-grass  coun- 
try. Families  may  be  found  living  ex- 
actly where  their  pioneer  ancestors  effect- 
ed a  heroic  settlement — a  landed  aristoc- 
racy, if  there  be  such  in  America.  Family 
names  come  down  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration, just  as  a  glance  at  the  British  peer- 
age will  show  that  they  were  long  ago  be- 
ing transmitted  in  kindred  families  over 
the  sea.  One  great  honored  name  will 
do  nearly  as  much  here  as  there  to  keep  a 
family  in  peculiar  respect,  after  the  reason 
foi*  it  has  ceased.  Here  is  that  old  in  vinci- 
ble race  ideal  of  personal  liberty,  and  that 
old,  unreckoning,  truculent,  animal  rage 
at  whatever  infringes  on  it.  They  were 
among  the  very  earliest  to  grant  manhood 
sutfrage.  Nowhere  in  this  country  are 
the  rights  of  property  more  inviolable,  the 
violations  of  these  more  surely  punished: 
neither  counsel  nor  judge  nor  any  power 
whatsoever  can  acquit  a  man  who  has 
taken  fourpence  of  his  neighbor's  goods. 
Here  is  the  old  land-loving,  land-holding,. 
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liome-stayingjhome-defending- disposition. 
This  is  not  the  lunching",  tourist  race  that, 
to  Mr.  Ruskin's  horror,  leaves  its  crumbs 
and  chicken  bones  on  the  glaciers.  The 
simple  rural  key-note  of  life  is  still  the 
sweetest.  Now,  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  a  century,  the  most  populous  town 
they  have  built  contains  less  than  twenty 
thousand  white  souls.  Along*  with  the 
love  of  land  has  gone  comparative  content 
with  the  fair  annual  increase  of  flock  and 
field.  No  man  among  them  has  ever  got 
immense  wealth.  Here  is  the  old  sense  of 
personal  privacy  and  reserve  which  has 
for  centuries  intrenched  the  Englishman 
in  the  heart  of  his  estate,  and  forced  him 
to  regard  with  inexpugnable  discomfort 
his  nearest  neighbor's  boundaries.  This 
would  have  been  a  densely  peopled  region, 
the  farms  would  have  been  minutely  sub- 
divided, had  sons  asked  and  received  per- 
mission to  settle  on  parts  of  the  ancestral 
estate.  This  filling  in  and  too  close  per- 
sonal contact  would  have  satisfied  neither 
father  nor  child,  so  that  the  one  has  gen- 
erally kept  his  acres  intact,  and  the  other, 
impelled  by  the  same  land  hunger  that 
brought  his  pioneer  forefather  thither,  has 
gone  hence  into  the  younger  West,  where 
lie  broader  tracts  and  vaster  spaces.  Here 
is  the  old  idea,  somewhat  current  still  in 
England,  that  the  highest  mark  of  the 
civilized  gentleman  is  not  cultivation  of 
the  mind,  not  intellect,  not  knowledge,  but 
elegant  living.  Here  is  the  old  hereditary 
devotion  to  the  idea  of  the  State.  Write 
the  biographies  of  the  men  who  have  been 
engaged  in  national  or  in  local  politics, 
and  you  have  largely  the  history  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  Write  the  lives  of 
all  its  scientists,  artists,  musicians,  actors, 
poets,  novelists,  and  you  find  many  weary 
mile-stones  between  the  chapters. 

Enter  the  blue-grass  region  from  what 
point  you  choose — and  you  may  do  this, 
so  well  traversed  is  it  by  railways — and 
you  become  sensitive  to  its  influence.  If 
you  come  from  the  North  or  the  East,  you 
say:  "This  is  not  in  a  broad  sense  typical 
modern  America.  Here  is  something  local 
and  unique.  For  one  item,  nothing  goes 
fast  here. "  By-and-by  you  see  a  blue-grass 
race-horse,  and  note  an  exception.  But 
you  do  not  also  except  the  rider  or  the 
driver.  The  speed  is  not  his,  remember. 
He  is  a  mere  bunch  of  mistletoe  to  the 
horse.  Detach  him,  and  he  is  not  worth 
timing.  Indeed, with  all  the  tracks  in  this 
country,  there  is  not  a  general  race-course 
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for  the  human  race.  Speed  for  the  most 
part  lies  fallow.  Every  man  starts  for  the 
goal  at  his  own  natural  gait,  and  if  he  sees 
that  it  is  too  far  off*  for  him  to  reach  it  in 
a  lifetime,  he  does  not  run  the  faster,  but 
has  the  goal  moved  nearer  him.  I  do  not 
mean  that  the  Kentuckians  are  provincial. 
As  Thoreau  said,  no  people  can  long  re- 
main provincial  in  character  who  have  a 
propensity  for  politics,  whittling,and  rapid 
travelling.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  are 
inaccessible  to  modern  ideas,  for  they  are 
not.  I  mean  that  the  shock  of  modern 
ideas  has  not  electrified  them.  They  have 
walled  themselves  around  with  old  race 
instincts  and  habitudes,  and  v^hen  the 
stream  of  tendency  rushes  against  this 
wall,  it  recoils  upon  itself  instead  of  sweep- 
ing away  the  barrier.  Undoubtedly  great 
breaches  are  here  and  there  effected,  and 
much  constantly  percolates  through.  I 
do  not  mean  that  civilization  has  ever  suf- 
fered an  arrest  here,  but  that  the  old  race 
momentum  has  carried  its  development 
along  peculiar  lines,  and  to  the  working 
out  of  characteristic  effects. 

One  will  not  suppose,  however,  that 
there  is  here  that  modern  American 
plague — Anglomania.  The  typical  Ken- 
tuckian  regards  himself  an  American  of 
the  Americans,  and  thinks  as  little  of 
being  like  the  English  as  he  would  of  im- 
itating the  Jutes.  In  nothing  is  he  more 
like  his  transatlantic  ancestry  than  in 
strong  self-content.  He  sits  on  his  farm 
as  though  it  were  the  pole  of  the  heav- 
ens— a  manly  man  with  a  heart  in  him. 
Usually  of  the  blonde  type,  robust,  well 
formed,  with'  clear,  fair  complexion,  that 
grows  ruddier  with  age  and  stomachic 
development,  full  neck,  and  an  open,  kind', 
untroubled  countenance.  He  is  frank, 
but  not  familiar ;  talkative,  but  not  garru- 
lous; full  of  the  genial  humor  of  local 
hits  and  allusions,  but  without  a  subtle 
nimbleness  of  v^it;  indulgent  toward  all 
purely  masculine  vices,  but  intolerant  of 
petty  crimes ;  no  reade'.-  of  books  nor  mas- 
ter in  religious  debate,  faith  coming  to 
him  as  naturally  as  his  appetite,  and  grow- 
ing with  what  it  is  fed  upon;  loving  roast 
pig,  but  not  caring  particularly^  for  Lamb's 
eulogy ;  loving  his  grass  like  a  Greek,  not 
because  it  is  beautiful,  but  because  it  is 
fresh  and  green;  a  peaceful  man  with 
strong  passions,  and  so  to  be  heartily  loved 
and  respected  or  heartily  hated  and  re- 
spected, but  never  despised  or  trifled  with. 
An    occasional   barbecue   in    the   woods, 
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\rhere  the  saddles  of  South-Down  mutton 
are  i\>asted  on  spits  over  the  coals  of  the 
mighty  trench,  and  the  steaming  kettles 
of  burgoo  lend  their  savor  to  the  nose  of 
the  hungry  political  orator,  so  that  he  be- 
comes all  the  more  impetuous  in  his  in- 
vectives ;  the  great  agricultural  fairs :  the 
race-courses;  the  monthly  county  court 
day.  when  he  meets  his  neighbors  on  the 
public  square  of  the  neai*est  town;  the 
quiet  Sunday  mornings,  when  he  meets 
them  again  for  rather  more  clandestine 
talks  at  the  front  door  of  the  neighborhood 
church — these  and  his  own  fireside  are 
his  characteristic  and  ample  pleasures. 
You  will  never  be  under  his  roof  without 
being  deeply  touched  by  the  mellowest 


of  all  the  virtues  of  his  race — simple,  un- 
sparing human  kindness  and  hospitality. 

The  women  of  Kentucky  have  long  had 
a  reputation  for  beauty.  An  average  type 
is  a  refinement  on  the  English  blonde — 
greater  delicacy  of  form,  feature,  and  color. 
A  beautiful  Kentucky  woman  is  apt  to  be 
exceedingly  beautiful.  Her  voice  is  al- 
most uuifoi-mly  low  and  soft;  her  hands 
and  feet  delicately  formed;  her  skin  quite 
pure  and  beautiful  in  tint  and  shading: 
her  eyes  blue  or  brown,  and  hair  nut 
brown  or  golden  brown;  to  all  which  is 
added  a  certain  unapproachable  refine- 
ment. It  must  not  for  a  moment  be  sup- 
posed, however,  that  there  are  not  many 
genuinely  ugly  women  here,  as  elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THEY  had  been  in  the  Monnlungs  half 
an  hour.  Margaret  acted  as  pilot. 
Half  kneeling,  half  sitting  at  the  bow,  one 
hand  on  the  canoe's  edge,  her  face  turned 
forward,  she  gave  her  directions  slowly, 
all  her  powers  concentrated — so  it  appear- 
ed— upon  recalling  correctly  and  keeping 
unmixed  from  present  impressions  her 
memory  of  the  channel. 

The  present  impressions  were  indeed 
so  vivid  that  a  strong  exertion  of  will  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  mind  fi-om  be- 
coming fascinated  by  them,  from  forget- 
ting in  this  series  of  magic- pictures  un- 
rolled before  it  the  different  aspect  of  these 
same  vistas  by  day.  Even  by  day  the  vis- 
tas were  alluring.  By  night,  lighted  up 
by  the  flare  of  the  approaching  torches,  at 
first  vaguely,  then  brilliantly,  then  van- 
ishing into  darkness  again  behind,  they 
became  unearthly,  exceeding  in  contrasts 
of  color — dusky  reds,  yellows,  white,  and 
rose,  all  of  them  edged  sharply  with  the 
profoundest  gloom — the  most  striking  ef- 
fects of  the  painters  who  have  devoted 
their  lives  to  reproducing  light  and  shade, 
excelling  in  strange  forms  the  dreams  of 
those  two  or  three  great  artists  in  design 
who  have  been  called  mad. 

Lanse  had  explored  a  part  of  the  Monn- 
lungs. He  had  not  explored  it  all;  no 
human  eye  had  as  yet  beheld  some  of  its 
mazes;  but  the  part  he  had  explored  he 
knew  well,  he  had  even  made  a  map  of 


it.  Margaret  had  not  studied  this  map. 
but  she  thought  she  should  know  the 
veritable  creeks  which  Lanse  called  "  the 
Lanes*  from  those,  often  in  appearance 
equally  genuine,  which  he  called  "the 
Cheats.''  Her  idea  on  entering  had  been 
to  follow  the  main  stream  to  the  first  of 
these  lanes,  there  turn  off,  and  explore  the 
lane  to  its  end.  Then,  returning  to  the 
main  channel,  to  go  on  to  the  second  lane, 
and  so  through  the  swamp.  They  had 
now  explored  two  of  the  lanee.  and  were 
entering  the  third. 

She  had  taken  off  her  hat  and  thrown 
it  down  upon  the  cloak  beside  her.  ''  It's 
so  oppressively  warm  'way  in  here."  she 
said,  in  explanation.  And  they  did,  in- 
deed, seem  "'way  in,''  as  if  they  liad  en- 
tered some  unknown  country  in  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth. 

It  was  not  oppressively  warm  —  not 
warmer  than  a  June  night  at  the  North. 
But  the  air  was  perfectly  still;  if  sweet, 
it  was  renovating.  "To  me  it's  delicious/^ 
Winthrop  had  answered. 

•  ■  To  me  it's  hateful.  I  thought  you  dis- 
liked perfumes  ?''  She  spoke  with  some 
vehemence. 

"The  spell  of  the  swamp  is  upon  me. 
You  shouldn't  have  brought  me  in  heref^ 

She  had  not  turned  toward  him — she 
■was  still  scanning  the  channel;  she  took 
off  her  gloves  with  the  same  impatient 
movement,  as  if  even  that  small  additional 
freedom  would  give  her  some  relief. 

The  forest  grew  denser  along  this  third 
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lane  as  tliey  advanced.  The  trees  stood 
nearer  together,  and  silver  moss  now  be- 
gan to  hang  down  in  long,  filmy  veils, 
thicker  and  thicker,  fi-om  all  the  branches. 
Mixed  with  the  moss,  vines  showed  them- 
selves in  strange  convolutions;  they  went 
up  out  of  sight,  coiling  and  taking  long 
springs:  then  they  came  down  in  a  hurry, 
straight  as  a  ro|>e  with  a  weight  at  its  end, 
and  coiling  again,  took  another  lofty  leaj). 
In  girth  they  were  as  large  as  small  trees. 
They  api>ea.i'ed  to  have  not  a  leaf,  but  to 
be  dry,  strong,  naked,  chocolate -brown 
growths,  twisting  themselves  about  hither 
and  thither  for  their  own  sensetes  enter- 
tainment. 

This  was  the  appearance  below.  But 
above,  thei*e  was  another  story  to  tell :  for 
here  were  interminable  flat  beds  of  broad 
green  leaves,  sjDread  out  over  the  outside 
of  the  roof  of  foliage — Cleaves  that  belong- 
ed to  these  same  naked  coiling  growths 
below.  The  vines  had  found  themselves 
obliged  to  climb  to  the  very  tops  of  the 
trees  in  order  to  get  a  ray  of  sunshine  for 
their  greenery. 

For  there  was  no  sky  for  anybody  in 
the  Monnlungs;  the  roof  of  deep  inter- 
locked branches,  many  feet  thick,  stretch- 
ed miles  long,  miles  wide,  like  a  close  tight 
cover,  over  the  entire  place.  The  general 
light  of  day  came  filtering  through,  dyed 
with  much  green,  quenched  into  black- 
ness at  the  ends  of  the  vistas ;  but  actual 
sunl^eams  never  came,  never  gleamed,  year 
in,  year  ont.  across  the  clear  darkness  of 
the  broad  water-floor. 

The  water  on  this  floor  was  always  pel- 
lucid ;  whether  it  was  the  deep  current  of 
the  main  channel,  or  the  shallower  tide 
that  stood  motionless  over  all  iJhe  rest  of 
the  expanse,  nowhere  was  there  the  least 
appearance  of  mnd ;  the  lake  and  the 
sti'eams,  red-brown  or  amber  in  hue,  were 
as  clear  as  so  much  fine  wdne.  The  tree 
trunks  rose  cleanly  from  this  transparent 
tide;  their  huge  roots  conld  be  seen  coil- 
ing on  the  bottom  much  as  the  great  vines 
coiled  in  the  air  above.  The  gi^ay- white 
bald-cypresses  had  a  monumental  aspect, 
like  the  columns  of  a  Grothic  cathedral,  as 
they  rose,  erect  and  branchless,  disappear- 
ing al30ve  in  the  mist  of  the  moss,  which 
pi-esently  began  to  take  on  an  additional 
witchery  by  becoming  decked  with  flowers. 
Up  to  a  certain  height  these  flowers  had 
their  ix>ots  in  the  earth.  But  alx)ve  these 
were  other  blossoms — air-plants,  some  viv- 
idlv  tinted,  flarina:.  and  ganinsr.  others  so 


small,  so  flat  on  the  moss,  and  delicate 
that  they  were  like  the  embroidered  flow- 
ers on  lace,  only  they  were  done  in  colors. 

It  was  not  necessary  now  for  Margaret 
to  give  dii"^ctions — thei*e  was  but  the  one 
channel  visible ;  the  moss  concealed  all  the 
rest.  ''I  detest  this  moss,'  she  said  at 
last;  ''I  feel  suffocated  in  it  —  strangled 
like  a  fly  in  a  spider's  web."' 

''But  it's  l^eautiful;  don't  you  see  the 
colors  it  takes  on  ?  White,  then  silver, 
then  almost  pink  as  we  pass;  then  silver 
and  ghostly  again ;  it's  like — I  don't  know 
what  it's  like  1  Like  the  misty  garments 
of  the  great  water  spirits  in  Undine,  if  you 
l^lease.^' 

'*!  don't  please  anything;  I  think  it's 
all  horrible.  I  had  no  idea  you  could 
rhapsodize  I  The  misty  garments  of  your 
spirits  would  have  to  be  made  of  hot  wa- 
ter, here.''  And  then  she  called  her  hus- 
band's name  again.  She  had  called  it  in 
this  way  at  intervals — the  note  was  a  sweet 
one — ever  since  they  entered  the  swamp. 

The  light  we  carry  penetrates  much 
further  than  your  voice,"  Winthrop  re- 
niai'ked. 

' "  I  want  him  to  know  who  it  is. "' 

' '  Oh,  he'll  know — such  a  devoted  wife : 
Who  else  could  it  be  ?'' 

After  a  while  the  lane  made  a  bend,  and 
led  them  away  from  the  moss ;  the  canoe, 
turning  to  the  right,  left  behind  it  the 
veiled  forest,  white  and  motionless.  Mar- 
g'aret  dre^w  a  long  breath,  she  shook  her- 
self slightly,  like  a  person  who  has  es- 
caped, emerged. 

' '  You  have  on  your  jewels  again.  I  see. " 
he  said,  as  the  movement  caused  the  torch- 
light to  draw  a  gleam  from  something  in 
her  hair. 

She  put  up  her  hand  as  if  she  had  for- 
gotten what  was  there.  " '  Jewels  t  Only 
a  gold  arrow. "  She  adjusted  it  mechan- 
ically. 

"Jewels  enough  on  your  hands,  then. 
Yon  didn't  honor  us  with  a  sight  of  them 
— while  yon  were  at  East  Angels.  I  mean. " 

*'  I  don't  care  for  them :  I  put  them  on 
this  morning  before  I  started,  because 
Lanse  likes  them." 

"So  do  I ;  unwillingly,  you  also  please 
me.  Of  coui'se  I  never  dreamed  that  I 
should  have  so  nauch  time  to  admire 
them — ^parading  by  tor-ch-hght  in  this  way 
through  a  great  swamp. " 

She  did  not  answer. 

"They  bring  you  out,  yon  know,  in 
spite  of  yourself — drag  you  out.  if  you  like 
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better.  They  show  wliat  you  iiii^i^ht  be,  if 
you  would  ever — let  youi-self  go.'' 

'•  Let  myself  go  ?  You  use  absurd  ex- 
pressions." 

"A  man  isn't  responsible  for  what  he 
says  in  here." 

"You  say  that  a  second  time.  You 
know  there  was  no  other  way;  the  only 
hope  of  getting  Lanse  home  before  the 
storm  was  to  start  at  once.'' 

"The  storm — to  be  sure.  I  don't  be- 
lieve it  ever  storms  in  here." 

She  turned  toward  him.  "You  liioic 
I  had  to  come." 

"I  know  you  thought  so;  j'ou  thought 
we  should  find  Lanse  sitting  encamped 
on  two  C3'press  knees,  with  the  wreck  of 
his  canoe  for  a  seat.  We  should  dawn 
upon  him  like  comets.  And  he  would 
say,  'How  long  you've  been  I  It's  pre- 
cious damp  in  here.' " 

She  turned  impatiently  toward  the  chan- 
nel again. 

"Don't  demand  too  much,"  he  went 
on.  "  Jesting's  safe,  at  any  rate.  Sym- 
pathy I  haven't  got — symi^athy  for  this 
expedition  of  yours  into  this  jungle  at  this 
time  of  night.'' 

She  had  now  recovered  her  composure. 
"So  long  as  you  paddle  the  boat,  sympa- 
thy isn't  necessary." 

"  Oh,  I'll  paddle!  But  I  shall  have  to 
paddle  forever.  We  shall  never  get  out. 
We've  come  to  an  antediluvian  forest — 
don't  you  see  ?  a  survival  from  the  Past. 
'But  ice  sha'n't  survive;  we  shall  enter  the 
Past.  And  then  they'll  write  our  biogra- 
phies! I  was  wondering  the  other  day  if 
there  was  any  other  kind  of  literature  so 
completel}^  composed  of  falsehoods,  owing 
to  half  being  kept  back,  as  biographies; 
I  decided  that  there  was  only  one  other 
kind — autobiographies. " 

On  both  sides  of  them  now  the  trees 
were  in  girth  enormous.  The  trunks  rose 
to  a  great  height  before  they  put  out 
branches.  There  was  no  underbrush,  only 
the  great  trunks  and  the  water,  and  they 
could  look  down  broad  aisles  where  the 
red  light,  gleaming  out  fitfully,  did  not 
seem  to  belong  to  them  or  to  their  torches, 
but  to  be  an  independent  glow,  coming 
from  no  one  knew  where. 

"  If  we  had  the  grace  to  have  any  im- 
agination left  in  this  bicycle  century  of 
ours,"  remarked  Winthrop,  "we  should 
certainly  be  expecting  to  see  some  mam- 
moth water  creature,  a  hundred  feet  long, 
lifting  a  flabby  head  here.      For  my  own 


part,  I'm  afraid  my  imagination  is  de- 
stroyed, the  bicycles  have  crushed  it;  the 
nu^st  I  can  do  is  to  think  of  the  innumer- 
able snakes  there  must  be,  squirming  about 
uiuler  all  this  water — not  prehistoric  at 
all.  nor  mannnoths.  but  just  nice  natural 
little  moccasins  about  seven  feet  long." 

Margaret  shivered;  her  face  contracted 
in  spite  of  herself. 

"  Do  let  me  take  you  home,"  he  urged, 
in  another  voice.  "You  are  tired  out, 
overwrought;  give  this  up." 

"  I  am  not  tired." 

"You  have  been  tired  to  the  verge  of 
death  for  months!" 

"You  know  nothing  about  that,"  she 
said,  coldly. 

' '  Yes,  I  do.  I  have  seen  your  face,  and 
I  know  its  expressions  now;  I  didn't  at 
first,  but  now  I  do.  There's  no  use  in 
your  trying  to  deceive  me;  remember, 
Lanse  told  me  everytliing." 

"That  was  long  ago." 

' '  Wluit  do  you  mean  ?"  He  leaned  for- 
ward and  grasped  her  arm  as  though  he 
would  make  her  turn  round. 

For  a  moment  she  did  not  reply.  Then, 
"  A  great  deal  maj"  have  happened  since," 
she  said. 

"  I  don't  believe  you !"  He  dro])i)ed  her 
arm.  *'  You  say  that  to  stop  me,  keep  me 
back;  you  are  afraid  of  me."  He  took  up 
his  paddle  again. 

"Yes,  I  am  afraid!"  Then,  putting  a 
little  note  of  contempt  into  her  voice: 
"And  wasn't  I  right  to  be  afraid?''  she 
added.  She  drew  the  arm  he  had  touched 
forward,  and  held  it  close  to  her  waist  with 
the  other  hand. 

".No!"  answered  Winthrop,  loudly  and 
angril}'.  "You  were  completely  wrong." 
He  sent  the  canoe  forward  with  rapid 
strokes. 

Neither  of  them  spoke  again. 

They  went  to  the  end  of  the  lane;  then 
returned  to  the  main  channel,  still  in  si- 
lence. But  here  it  became  necessary  again 
for  Margaret  to  give  directions. 

"Go  forward  as  far  as  that  pool  of 
knees,"  she  began;  "then  turn  to  the 
right." 

"  You  are  determined  to  keep  on  ?" 

"I  must.  That  is,  I  must  if  you  will 
take  me." 

He  still  sat  without  moving. 

"  If  anjHhing  should  happen  to  Lanse 
that  I  might  have  prevented  by  keeping 
on  now,  how  could  I  ever — " 

"Oh,  keep  on,  keep  on  ;  bring  him  safe- 
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ly  out  and  take  every  care  of  him — he  has 
done  so  much  to  deserve  these  efforts  on 
your  i^artl" 

They  went  on. 

And  now  the  stream  was  bringing  them 
toward  the  place  Margaret  had  thought 
of  upon  entering — a  bowser  in  the  heart  of 
the  Monn lungs,  or  rather  a  long  defile 
like  a  chink  between  two  high  cliff's,  the 
cliff's  being  a  dense  mass  of  flowering 
shrubs. 

Winthrop  made  no  comment  as  they 
entered  this  blossoming  pass;  he  appeared 
to  have  got  bej'ond  making  comments. 
Margaret  did  not  speak.  The  air  was 
loaded  with  sweetness,  she  put  her  hands 
on  tlie  edge  of  the  canoe  as  if  to  steady 
herself.  After  a  while  she  looked  up.  as 
if  she  were  seeking  for  fresher  air,  or  try- 
ing to  see  how  high  the  flowers  ascended. 
But  there  was  no  fresher  air.  And  the 
flowers  went  up  out  of  sight. 

The  defile  grew  narrower,  and  the  at- 
mosphere became  so  heavy  with  perfume 
that  they  could  taste  it  in  their  mouths 
as  they  breathed.  Margaret  drew  a  long 
breath — she  had  aj^parently  been  trying 
to  breathe  as  little  as  possible.  "  I  don't 
think  I  can — I  am  afraid  I — "  Her  voice 
died,  she  swayed,  then  sank  softly  back- 
ward: she  had  fainted. 

He  caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  laid  her 
down  on  the  canoe's  bottom,  her  head  on 
the  cloak,  which  he  dragged  forward.  He 
looked  at  the  water,  but  the  thought  of 
the  dark  tide's  touching  that  fair  face  was 
repugnant  to  him.  He  bent  down  and 
sx^oke  to  her,  and  smoothed  her  hair.  But 
that  was  advancing  nothing, and  he  began 
to  chafe  her  hands. 

Then  suddenly  he  rose,  and,  taking  the 
paddle,  sent  the  canoe  flying  along  be- 
tween the  high  bushes.  The  air  was  visi- 
bly thick  in  the  red  light  of  the  torches,  a 
miasma  of  scent;  it  was  delicious;  but  it 
was  almost  paralyzing  to  effort.  A  branch 
of  small  blossonas  with  the  perfume  of 
heliotrope  softly  brushed  against  his 
cheek.  He  struck  it  aside  with  unneces- 
sary violence.  Exerting  all  his  strength, 
he  at  last  got  the  canoe  free  from  the  beau- 
tiful baleful  place. 

When  Margaret  opened  her  eyes  she 
was  lying  peacefully  on  the  cloak,  and  he 
was  still  paddling  vehemently. 

"I  am  ashamed,"  she  said,  as  she  raised 
herself  with  his  aid  from  her  impromptu 
couch;  ''I  suppose  I  must  have  fainted  ? 
Perfumes  always  have  a  great  effect  upon 


me.  I  know  that  place  well ;  I  thought  of 
it  before  we  entered  the  swamp ;  I  thought 
it  would  make  me  dizzy,  but  I  had  no  idea 
tbat  it  would  make  me  faint  away;  it  has 
never  done  so  before.  The  scents  must 
be  stronger  at  night." 

She  still  seemed  a  little  weak ;  she  put 
her  hand  to  her  head  and  closed  her  eyes. 
Then  a  thought  seemed  to  come  to  her,  she 
sat  up  and  looked  about,  scanning  the 
trees  anxiously.  "I  hope  you  haven't 
gone  wrong  ?  How  far  are  we  from  the 
narrow  place — the  place  where  I  fainted?" 

"I  don't  know  how  far.  But  I  should 
say  we  hadn't  been  out  of  it  more  than 
five  or  six  minutes,  and  this  is  certainly 
the  channel." 

"Nothing  is  'certainly'  in  the  Monn- 
lungs  1  And  five  minutes  is  quite  enough 
time  to  get  lost  in.  I  don't  recognize  any- 
thing here — we  ought  to  be  in  sight  of  a 
tree  tbat  has  a  profile  like  a  face." 

"Perhaps  you  wouldn't  know  it  at 
night." 

"It's  unmistakable.  No;  I  am  sure  we 
are  wrong.  Please  go  back — go  back  at 
once  to  the  narrow  place." 

"Where  is  'back'?"'  murmured  Win- 
throp to  himself,  after  he  had  surveyed 
the  water  behind  him. 

And  the  question  Avas  a  necessary  one. 
AVhat  he  had  thought  was  "certainly  the 
channel"  seemed  to  exist  only  in  front; 
tbere  was  no  channel  behind ;  there  were 
only  broad  tree-filled  water  spaces,  vague 
and  dark.  They  could  see  nothing  of  the 
thicker  foliage  of  the  "narrow  place." 

Margaret  clasped  her  hands.  "We're 
lost  I  and  all  through  my  obstinacy." 

"I  suppose  you  fainted  from  obstina- 
cy ?  No,  we're  not  lost ;  at  least  we  were 
not  seven  minutes  ago.  It  won't  take 
long  to  go  over  all  the  water  that  is  seven 
minutes  from  here."  He  took  out  one  of 
the  torches  and  inserted  it  among  the 
roots  of  a  cypress,  so  that  it  could  hold 
itself  upright.  "That's  our  guide;  we 
can  alwa\'s  come  back  to  that,  and  start 
again."' 

Margaret  no  longer  tried  to  direct :  she 
sat  with  her  face  turned  toward  him,  leav- 
ing the  guidance  to  him. 

He  started  back  in  what  he  thought  was 
the  course  they  had  just  traversed.  But 
they  did  not  come  to  the  defile  of  flowers ; 
and  suddenly  they  lost  sight  of  their  bea- 
con. 

"We  shall  see  it  again  in  a  moment," 
he  said. 
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But  they  did  not  see  it.  They  floated 
in  and  out  among-  the  great  cypresses;  he 
plung-ed  his  paddle  down  over  the  side, 
and  struck  bottom;  they  were  out  of  the 
channel  and  in  the  shallows— the  great 
Monnlungs  Lake. 

"We  don't  see  it  yet,"  she  said.  Then 
she  gave  a  cr\\  and  shrank  toward  him. 
Tliey  had  floated  close  to  one  of  the  trees, 
and  there  on  its  trunk,  not  three  feet  from 
her,  was  a  creature  of  the  lizard  family, 
large,  gray-white  in  hue  like  the  bark, 
flat,  and  yet  fat.  It  moved  its  short  legs 
slowly  in  the  light  of  their  torches.  No 
doubt  it  was  experiencing  a  sensation  of 
astonishment;  there  had  never  been  in  its 
memory  a  bright  light  in  the  Monnlungs 
before. 

Winthrop  laughed.  It  did  him  good  to 
see  Margaret  Harold  cowering  and  shud- 
dering over  such  a  slight  cause  as  that. 
The  boat  had  floated  where  it  listed  for  a 
moment  or  two  while  he  laughed.  And 
now  he  caught  sight  of  their  beacon  again. 

"That  laugh  was  lucky,"  he  said  as  he 
paddled  rapidly  back  toward  the  small 
lighthouse.  "Now  I  shall  go  in  exactly 
the  wrong  direction — I  mean  what  seems 
such  to  me." 

"  Oh,  must  we  go  again  ?" 

"I  don't  suppose  you  wish  to  remain 
permanently  floating  at  the  foot  of  this 
tree?"  He  looked  at  her.  "You  think 
we're  lost  ?  You're  frightened.  We're 
not  lost  at  all,  and  I  know  exactly  what 
to  do.  Trust  yourself  to  me;  I  will  bring 
you  safely  out." 

"  You  don't  know  this  sw^amp;  it's  not 
so  easy.     I'm  thinking  of  myself." 

"I  know  you  are  not.  But  /think  of 
nothing  else."  He  said  this  impetuously 
enough.  Then  immediately  he  began  to 
jest  again.  "This  time  I  shall  bring  you 
to  a  giant  snail,  who  will  v^aggle  his  head 
at  you,  instead  of  his  paws." 

They  started  on  their  second  search. 
And  at  the  end  of  five  minutes  they  had 
again  lost  sight  of  their  beacon.  He  pad- 
dled to  the  right  and  back  again  ;  then  off 
to  the  left  and  back;  he  went  forward  a 
little  way,  then  in  the  opposite  direction. 
But  they  did  not  see  the  gleam  of  their 
guide,  nor  did  they  find  the  defile  of 
flowers. 

Suddenly  there  rose,  close  to  them,  a 
cry.  It  was  not  loud,  but  it  was  thrilling ; 
it  conveyed  an  impression  of  agonized 
fear. 

' '  What  was  that  ?"  said  Margaret.     She 


did  not  speak  the  words  aloud,  but  sylla- 
bled them  with  her  lips.  Involuntarily 
she  drew  nearer  to  him. 

"I  don't  know  what  it  Avas  myself,  ex- 
actly," he  answered;  "  some  bird  or  other 
small  creature,  probably,  caught  by  a  snake 
or  alligator.  It  only  sounded  strange  be- 
cause it  is  so  still  here;  our  nerves  are 
afl'ected,  I  presume.'' 

"You  mean  that  mine  are.  I  know 
they  are;  I  will  try  to  be  more  sensible." 

He  pursued  his  tentative  course.  But 
the  watery  vistas  seemed  only  to  grow 
wilder.  With  all  their  luxuriant  vegeta- 
tion #they  never  had  a  desolate  appear- 
ance, but  the  contrary.  Yet  there  was 
something  indescribably  remote  from  the 
busy  American  life  of  to-day  as  these  two 
persons  knew  it,  in  this  hidden,  still  lake, 
with  its  great  trees,  its  heavily  scented  air, 
its  ghostly  white  moss,  and  riotous  vines 
and  blossoms.  At  length  something  dark 
that  was  not  a  tree  trunk,  nor  a  group  of 
tree  trunks,  loomed  up  on  their  right. 
Their  torches  outlined  it  more  plainly:  it 
was  square  and  low. 

"It's  a  /ioitse,"  Margaret  said,  in  the 
same  repressed  whisper.  "Oh,  don't  go 
an}'  nearer !" 

' '  Why,  it's  deserted — can't  you  see  that  ? 
There's  no  living  thing  there,  unless  you 
count  ghosts — there  may  be  the  ghost  of 
a  fugitive  slave.  The  door,  I  suppose,  is 
on  the  other  side."  And  he  paddled  to- 
ward it. 

The  cabin — it  was  no  more  than  a  cabin 
— had  been  built  upon  the  great  roots  of 
four  cypresses,  which  had  happened  to 
stand  in  a  convenient  position  for  such  a 
purpose;  the  planks  of  the  floor  had  been 
nailed  down  across  these,  and  the  ^sides 
formed  of  rough  boards  fitted  together, 
and  braced  by  small  beams,  which  stretch- 
ed back  to  the  tree  trunks.  The  roof  was 
a  net- work  of  the  large  vines  of  the  swamp, 
thickly  thatched  with  the  gray  moss,  now 
black  with  age  and  decay.  The  door  was 
gone.  Winthrop  brought  the  boat  up 
sidewise  toAvard  the  dark  entrance;  the 
sill  was  but  an  inch  or  two  above  the 
water. 

They  looked  within;  the  light  from 
their  torches  illuminated  the  central  por- 
tion, and  at  the  same  instant  Winthrop's 
paddle  made  a  slight  sound  on  the  cabin's 
side,  as  he  put  it  there  to  keep  the  canoe 
in  place. 

And  then  as  they  gazed  they  saw  a 
movement,  a  slight  waving  motion  on  the 
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floor.  Were  the  planks  oscillating-  a  lit- 
tle, or  was  it  dark  water  flowing-  over  the 
place  ? 

At  first  the}'  could  not  distinguish; 
then  in  another  instant  they  could.  It 
was  not  water  that  was  moving-:  it  was  a 
mass  of  snakes. 

Winthrop  had  given  the  canoe  a  quick 
swerve.  But  before  the}'  could  have  count- 
ed two,  the  creatures,  soundlessly,  had  all 
disappeared. 

"Men  are  queer  animals,  of  course/' 
said  Winthrop.  "I  should  have  liked 
one  more  good  peep ;  but  I  won't  go  back." 

"Yes— go.'' 

"You  mean  that  you  are  prepared  to 
humor  me  in  everything,  as  one  humors 
a  man  who  is  a  little  out  of  his  head. 
Well,  it  won't  take  an  instant."  They 
were  but  ten  feet  away ;  he  gave  a  stroke 
with  his  paddle  and  brought  the  canoe  up 
to  the  entrance  again. 

Within  there  was  now  nothing;  their 
torch-light  shone  on  the  bare  glistening 
boards  of  the  floor.  But  stay — yes,  there 
was ;  something  white  in  one  corner.  He 
took  one  of  the  torches,  and  held  it  within 
for  a  moment.  Margaret  gave  a  cry;  the 
light  was  shining  on  bones  —  a  white 
hreast-bone  with  the  ribs  attached,  and 
larger  bones  near. 

He  threw  the  torch  into  the  water,  where 
it  went  out  with  a  hiss,  and  sent  the  canoe 
rapidly  away.      This  time  he  did  not  stop. 

Margaret  had  hidden  her  face  in  her 
liands.  "Well,"  he  said,  after  a  while, 
still  urging  the  light  boat  along,  "who 
would  have  supposed  you  such  a  vegeta- 
rian ?  The  last  hunter  or  runaway  slai^e 
who  occupied  that  cabin  was  not  as  tidy 
in  his  habits  as  he  might  have  been;  he 
left  the  remains  of  the  last  bear  he  had 
liad  for  dinner  behind  him." 

"Are  you  sure?"  she  asked,  without 
looking  up,  still  shuddering-. 

"Perfectly." 

Winthrop  held  that  in  some  cases  a  lie 
was  right. 

He  paddled  on  for  a  few  minutes  more. 

' '  Here's  your  rew^ard  for  humoring  me. 
Isn't  this  the  '  narrow  place'  ?" 

And  it  was. 

"Now  that  we've  found  it,  hadn't  we 
better  try  to  go  back  ?" 

"I  will  do  as  you  think  best."  Her 
hand  w^as  still  over  her  eyes. 

"  You're  thoroughly  cowed,  aren't  you? 
By  a  white  lizard  and  the  skeleton  of  a 
bear." 


"I  think  I  am  tired,"  she  answered, 
simply. 

"Think?  You  mean  you  know  you 
are.''  The  mask  of  jesting  had  dropped 
again.  "How  much  more  of  this  horri- 
ble place  is  there — I  mean  beyond  here  ?" 

"We  are  a  good  deal  more  than  half- 
way through;  three-quarters,  I  thinlc.'' 

"  Can  we  get  out  at  the  other  end?  Is 
there  an  outlet?'' 

"Yes — a  creelc.  It  takes  you,  I  believe 
— I  have  never  been  so  far  as  that — to 
Eustis  Landing,  a  pier  on  the  St.  John's 
beyond  ours." 

"If  we  try  to  go  back  we  shall  have  to 
run  the  gauntlet  of  this  damnable  ai.sle  of 
miasma  again." 

"  Perhaps  I  should  not  faint  this  time," 
she  said,  humbly. 

"You  don't  know  whether  you  would 
or  not.     I  can't  take  any  risks.'' 

He  spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  bluntness. 
She  sat  looking-  at  him.  Her  e\'es  had  a 
pathetic  expression;  her  womanish  fears 
and  her  fatigue  had  relaxed  her  usual 
guard. 

"You  think  I  am  rough.  Let  me  be 
rough  while  I  can,  Margaret." 

A  startled  look  came  into  her  eyes.  She 
turned  quickly  away,  and  began  to  scan 
the  trees. 

He  sent  the  boat  forward  toward  the 
outlet,  not  back  through  the  aisle  of 
flowers. 

"There's  the  profile  tree,''  she  said. 
Then,  after  a  moment:  "I  am  very  glad 
to  go  on.  There  is  still  this  last  part  of 
the  channel  to  explore.  We  Toay  flnd 
Lanse  tliere." 

"Not  he." 

"You  do  not  think  he  has  been  here  at 
all.     But  where,  then,  can  he  be  ?'' 

' '  How  should  I  know  ?  Where  he  was 
for  seven  years,  perhaps,"  he  answered,  ill- 
temperedly.  He  had  never  pretended  to 
have  much  amiability  (amiable  men  were 
half  women),  and  such  as  he  had  was  not 
likely  to  be  improved  by  constant  refer- 
ences to  Lansing  Harold. 

They  passed  under  the  profile  tree.  He 
had  a  long  arm  which  seemed  to  menace 
them.  He  was  a  solemn  old  fellow.  They 
could  go  on  now  more  rapidly.  There 
was  something-  of  a  bank  on  each  side, 
and  the  channel  was  distinct. 

"There's  only  one  more  thick  place," 
she  said. 

Presently  they  came  to  it.  It  was  a 
species    of   cane-brake,  very   dense   and 


3SS 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


higfli.  There  was  no  green,  only  the  yel- 
low canes.  The  channel  wound  tortu- 
ously throug-h  the  rattling-  mass,  for  the 
slight  motion  of  the  water  made  by  the 
canoe  caused  the  canes  to  rattle. 

"Keep  watch,  please,"  said  Winthrop; 
"it's  not  so  wet  here.  It  wouldn't  be 
amusing:  to  set  such  a  straw-stack  on  fire." 

"While  they  were  making  their  way 
through  this  yellow  labyrinth  there  came 
a  crash  of  thunder. 

"The  storm  at  last."  he  said,  "and  we 
haven't  heard  the  least  sound  of  the  tor- 
nado that  came  before  it.  That  shows 
what  a  place  this  is.  We  might  as  well 
be  in  the  heart  of  a  mountain.  Well, 
even  if  we  do  suffocate,  at  least  we're 
safe  from  falling  trees.  If  the  lightning 
has  struck  one,  it  can't  come  down, 
wedged  in  as  it  is  in  that  great  choked 
roof  overhead." 

There  came  another  crash  of  thunder. 
"I  believe  it  grows  hotter  and  hotter,"  he 
.said,  throwing  down  his  hat.  Then  he 
added:  "I  am  beginning  to  feel  a  little 
queer  myself.  I  have  to  tell  you.  you 
know,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to 
act  with — with  discrimination,  as  Dr.  Kir- 
by  would  say.  " 

She  had  turned  quickly.  "  Do  you  feel 
faint  ?" 

"Faint,"  he  answered,  scoffingly. 
'•Never  in  the  world.  I  leave  that  to 
you.  I  feel  perfectly  well,  and  strong  as 
an  ox,  only  I  see  double." 

"Yes,  that  is  the  air  of  the  swamps.  It 
doesn't  affect  me  in  that  way;  only  per- 
fumes affect  me.  But  I  know  that  it 
sometimes  attacks  others  so." 

She  took  off  the  black  lace  scarf  she 
was  wearing,  dipped  it  into  the  stream, 
and  told  him  to  bind  it  round  his  forehead 
above  the  eyes. 

''Nonsense!"  lie  said,  impatiently. 

But  she  moved  toward  him,  and  kneel- 
ing on  the  canoe's  bottom,  bound  the  lace 
tightly  round  his  forehead  herself,  fasten- 
ing it  with  her  little  gold  pin. 

"  I  must  look  like  a  Turk,"  he  exclaim- 
ed when  she  released  him. 

But  the  wet  bandage  cleared  his  vision : 
he  could  see  plainly  again. 

After  another  five  minutes,  however, 
back  came  the  blur.  ''Shall  we  ever  get 
out  of  this  accursed  hole  ?"  he  cried,  press- 
ing his  hands  on  his  eyes  for  a  moment. 

"I  can  paddle  a  little.  Do  let  me  take 
the  oar." 

But  he  dashed  more  water  on  his  head, 


and  pushed  her  hands  away.  "Women 
never  know.  It's  much  better  for  me  to 
keep  on.  But  you  must  direct  me.  Say 
'one  stroke  on  the  right,'  'two  on  the 
left,'  and  so  on." 

"Oh,  why  did  I  ever  bring  you  in 
here?"  she  moaned,  giving  no  directions 
at  all,  but  looking  at  his  contracted  eyes 
with  the  tears  welling  in  her  own. 

"See  here,  Margaret,  have  you  never 
heard  of  people's  lying  down  in  the  snow 
to  sleep,  haunted  by  beautiful  dreams,  be- 
fore they  are  frozen  to  death  ?  That  is 
what  will  happen  to  me,  or  sometliing 
quite  as  bad,  if  I  stop  work  now  and  let 
you  pity  me." 

Her  teal's  were  arrested  as  though  a 
harsh  wind  had  suddenly  dried  them. 
She  looked  frightened,  but  he  could  not 
see  that. 

"Three  strokes  on  the  left."  she  said,, 
quickly. 

Thus  they  went  on  their  course  again, 
he  putting  his  oar  into  the  water  with  a 
peculiar  deliberation,  as  though  he  were 
taking  great  care  not  to  disturb  its  smooth- 
ness: but  this  was  because  he  was  guid- 
ing himself  by  sense  of  touch.  It  was 
not  that  all  was  dark  before  him,  that  he 
saw  nothing,  it  would  have  been  much 
easier  if  there  liad  been  nothing  to  see. 
But  whether  his  eyes  were  open  or  closed 
he  looked  constantly  and  in  spite  of  him- 
self into  a  broad  circular  space  of  vivid 
scarlet,  in  the  centre  of  which  a  smaller 
and  revolving  disk  of  colors  like  those  of 
peacocks' feathers. continually  dilating  and 
contracting,  wearied  and  bewildered  him. 

In  spite  of  this  visual  confusion  he  kept 
on.  Margaret  constantly  directed  him, 
and  as  constantly  watched  him  also ;/  she 
knew  he  could  not  see  her;  her  face  was 
drawn  with  anxiety. 

Their  progress  was  very  slow.  "I 
think  I'll  stop  for  a  moment,"  he  said, 
after  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  passed. 
They  were  still  among  the  rattling  canes. 
His  voice  had  a  drowsy  tone. 

"Oh,  don't  stop  now;  we're  nearly 
out." 

But  he  had  already  stopped. 

"  I  had  no  idea  you  would  tire  so  soon. 
Of  course  if  I  must  take  the  oar — and 
blister  my  hands — " 

"Keep  back  in  your  place,"  he  said, 
sullenly,  as  she  made  a  movement  as 
though  she  were  coming  to  take  the  pad- 
dle from  him. 

She  went  on  with  the  giving  of  her  di- 
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rections  rapidly;  she  could  scarcely  keep 
the  tremor  from  her  voice,  but  she  did 
keep  it.  When  she  looked  at  his  closed 
eyes,  and  saw  the  effort  he  was  making 
— every  time  he  lifted  his  arms  it  was  like 
lifting  a  gigantic  weight,  his  fancy  made 
it  so — she  longed  to  take  the  oar  from  him 
and  let  him  rest.  But  she  did  not  dare 
to:  he  must  not  sleep.  She  put  out  her 
hand  and  touched  an  edge  of  his  coat  fur- 
tively, where  he  would  not  perceive  it. 
The  gentle  little  touch  seemed  to  give  her 
courage  to  say,  in  a  tone  of  sarcastic  com- 
passion, "If,  after  all,  you  are  going  to 
faint,  though  you  assured  me — " 

"Faint!"  said  Winthrop  ;  "what  are 
you  talking  about  ?  I  never  fainted  in 
my  life,  and  I'm  not  going  to  begin  now." 
He  threw  back  his  head  and  straightened 
himself.  "Rainbows  have  gone  mad  in 
my  eyes — that's  all." 

"  I  don't  call  that  much." 

"  Oh  I  don^t  you  ?     Try  it." 

Her  taunt  had  answered  its  purpose,  it 
made  him  angry,  and  in  the  anger  the  be- 
wildering dilating  disks  were  partly  for- 
gotten. 

Another  anxious  ten  minutes,  and  then, 
"We're  out,"  she  said,  as  she  saw  wide 
water  in  front.  "Now  it  will  be  cooler." 
The  channel  broadened,  they  left  the  yel- 
low rattling  canes  behind. 

At  first  it  was  not  much  cooler.  Wa- 
ter was  coming  slowly  down  the  trees  as 
they  passed,  not  in  drops  but  in  dark 
streaks;  this  was  rain  that  had  made  its 
way  through  the  roof  of  foliage,  a  scanty 
fringe  of  the  immense  torrent  now  fall- 
ing from  low  clouds  upon  the  drenched 
ground  outside. 

"I  shall  go  through  to  that  place  you 
spoke  of — Eustis  Landing,  wasn't  it  ?" 
said  Winthrop. 

"  Oh,  you  are  better!" 

Her  relief  showed  itself  in  these  words. 
But  much  more  in  her  face;  its  strained 
tension  gave  w^ay;  her  tears  fell.  She 
dried  them  in  silence. 

"Because  I  can  speak  of  something 
outside  of  this  infernal  bog  ?  Yes,  I  shall 
get  you  safely  through  now.  And  my- 
self also.      But — it  hasn't  been  easy." 

"Oh,  IknoAV  that." 

"I  beg  your  pardon;  no,  you  don't; 
not  the  half." 

In  a  moment  or  two  more  he  announced 
that  he  was  beginning  to  see  "something 
besides  fire- works."  She  still  continued, 
however,  to  direct  him. 


The  swamp  had  been  growing  more 
open.  At  length  the  channel  brought 
them  to  a  spectral  lake,  with  a  few  dead 
trees  in  it  here  and  there  hung  with  white 
moss.  ' '  I  remember  this  place  perfectly ; 
the  creek  opens  out  just  opposite.  At 
last  it's  over!" 

"And  at  last  I  can  see.  That  is— a  lit- 
tle. But  I  must  take  this  thing  ofi' ;  it 
strangles  me."  And  he  unloosed  and 
threw  off  her  lace  scarf. 

They  found  the  creek  and  entered.  ' '  It 
seems  strange  to  see  solid  ground  again, 
doesn't  it  ?"  he  said. 

' '  Then  you  can  see  it  ?" 

"As  well  as  ever." 

The  creek  brought  them  to  a  waste  that 
was  open  to  the  sky. 

"Now  we  can  breathe,"  he  said.  "I 
feel  as  though  I  should  never  want  to  be 
under  a  tree  branch  again." 

It  was  not  very  dark ;  there  v/as  a  moon 
somewhere  behind  the  gray  clouds  that 
closely  covered  the  sky.  The  great  storm 
had  gone  westward,  carrying  with  it  the 
tornado;  and  now  a  cool,  moderate,  New- 
England-feeling  wind  was  beginning  to 
blow  from  another  quarter,  as  if  to  dry 
the  soaked  ground  a  little,  set  the  drenched 
leaves  straight  again,  and  generally  con- 
vince this  dismayed,  half-drowned  Flori- 
da that  the  world  was  still  alive  outside^ 
in  spite  of  atmospheric  influences  (engen- 
dered in  uncivilized  climates)  which  a 
cool  New  England  wind  could  by  no 
means  approve. 

Winthrop  glanced  back.  The  great 
trees  of  the  Monnlungs  loomed  up  in  a 
long  dark  line  against  the  sky;  from  the 
low  level  of  the  boat  in  the  flat  waste  they 
looked  like  a  line  of  mountains. 

"All  the  same,  you  know,"  he  said, 
contradictorily,  "it  was  very  beautiful  in 
there." 

The  creek  was  deep  and  wide ;  he  went 
on  rapidly.  He  was  quite  himself  again. 
"You  look  fearfully  worn,"  he  said,  after 
a  while. 

"lam  well.  Butmust  we  have  all  those 
torches  now  ?"  She  spoke  with  irritation ; 
she  could  not  get  away  from  their  light. 

"Not  if  you  object  to  them."  He  ex- 
tinguished all  but  one.  "Now  put  on 
some  of  those  w^raps;  it's  really  cold." 

"I  do  not  need  them." 

"Don't  be  childish."  (There  was  no 
doubt  but  that  he  w^as  himself  again.) 
"Here,  let  me  help  you  on  with  this 
cloak." 
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She  submitted. 

"Tliis  landing  that  we  are  g-oing-  to,"' 
he  went  on,  "do  the  St.  John's  steamers 
stop  there  ?'' 

"Not  those  that  touch  at  our  pier." 

"There  are  houses,  I  suppose  ?" 

"  I  believe  there  are  two  or  three." 

"Probably,  then,  I  can  get  somebody  to 
row  us  down  home.  But  first  you  must 
have  some  rest," 

It  took  them  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
to  reach  the  landing. 

"This  is  it,  I  presume,"  he  said,  as  he 
saw  the  dim  outlines  of  two  white  houses 
at  a  little  distance  on  the  low  shore.  "  I 
will  knock  them  up,  and  get  some  sort  of 
a  i)lace  where  you  can  lie  down." 

"If  there  is  any  one  to  row,  I  should 
much  rather  go  directly  home." 

'  •  Always  unreasonable.  Give  me  j'our 
hands."  He  leaned  forward  and  took 
them.  "Cold  as  ice.  I  thought  so.  You 
must  come  up  to  the  house  and  go  to  bed." 

''I  could  not  sleep;  what  is  the  use? 
Let  me  go  home,  Evert.  It  is  the  only 
place  for  me." 

He  still  held  her  hands.  "Very  well," 
he  said. 

"Perhaps  they  have  found  Lanse,"she 
went  on. 

"  Old  Dinah  and  Rose  ?  Very  likely." 
He  made  the  boat  fast.  ' '  You  are  coming 
with  me,  of  course  ?" 

"  I  am  tired ;  I  would  rather  sta}'  here." 

' '  Five  minutes'  walk.  And  I  could  help 
you." 

"I  would  rather  stay." 

"I  shall  put  out  that  light,  then."  He 
took  out  the  solitary  torch  and  threw  it 
into  the  creek.  ' '  If  anybody  should  come 
along  here,  what  would  you  do  ?" 

"  I  presume  I  should  rush  up  the  bank 
after  you  as  fast  as  I  could  go,"  she  an- 
swered, with  a  faint  laugh. 

"Of  course  you  would.  I  remember 
the  lizard." 

Before  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  he  re- 
turned, and  presently  he  was  followed  by 
two  negroes,  one  of  whom  carried  a  lan- 
tern. They  got  out  their  own  boat.  Win- 
throp  helped  Margaret  into  it,  and  took 
his  place  beside  her;  then-  canoe  was  tak- 
en in  tow.  With  strong  regular  strokes 
the  men  rowed  down  the  creek,  and  out 
on  the  broad  St.  John's. 

Margaret  did  not  speak  during  the  voj^- 
age  home.  Winthrop  talked  a  little  with 
the  oarsmen.  The  negroes,  instinctively 
well-bred,  expressed  no  wonder  upon  the 


appearance  there  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  of  a  lady  and  gentleman  in  a  canoe; 
they  did  not  even  ask  where  they  had 
found  shelter  during  the  great  storm. 
Winthrop  said  merely  that  they  had  "  lost 
their  way."  The  negroes  accepted  this 
sympathetically.  They  did  this  quite  of 
their  own  accord ;  they  had  no  suspicion 
then  of  the  Golconda  of  a  fee  that  was 
awaiting  them  from  this  stranger's  rich 
purse. 

When  they  came  in  sight  of  the  house 
on  the  point  it  was  gleaming  with  light; 
Margaret  gave  an  exclamation  wlien  she 
saw  the  glittering  front.  There  was  a  ray 
from  every  window. 

Dismissing  the  men,  Winthrop  went 
up  the  path  after  her.  "I  am  sure  he  has 
come,"  she  said,  hunying  on. 

"Who?  Lanse  ?  Oh  no;  it's  those  old 
goblins  of  yours  who  have  illuminated  in 
this  ridiculous  way;  it's  their  idea  of  keep- 
ing watch  for  you." 

The  doors  had  been  left  unfastened. 
They  entered.  Inside,  everything  was  as 
brilliant  as  though  the  house  had  been 
made  ready  for  a  ball.  But  there  was 
not  a  sound ;  no  one  stirred.  They  went 
through  to  the  kitchen.  And  there,  each 
on  her  knees  before  a  wooden  chair,  with 
her  head  resting  upon  it  on  her  folded 
arms,  appeared  the  little  Africans,  sound 
asleep.  The  soles  of  their  shoes,  turned 
up  behind  them,  seemed  almost  as  long 
as  they  were. 

Winthrop  roused  them  from  their  re- 
pose. "Here,"  he  said;  "we're  back. 
Make  some  coffee  for  your  mistress  as 
quickly  as  you  can ;  and  you,  Rose,  light 
a  fire  in  the  sitting-room." 

The  queer  little  old  women  ran  about 
like  frightened  hens.  Tliey  tumbled  over 
each  other,  and  let  everything  drop.  Win- 
throp stood  over  them  sternly.  He  took 
the  pitch-pine  from  the  distracted  Rose 
and  lighted  the  fire  himself.  "Now  go 
and  put  out  all  those  lights,"  he  said, 
"and  bring  in  the  coffee  the  moment  it's 
ready." 

He  had  made  Margaret  sit  down  in  a 
low  easy-chair,  still  wrapped  in  her  cloak, 
and  had  placed  a  footstool  for  her  feet; 
the  fire  danced  and  sparkled ;  she  sat  with 
her  head  thrown  back  against  the  cush- 
ions of  the  chair,  her  eyes  closed. 

"Are  you  warmer ?"  he  asked.  "You 
were  chilled  through  all  the  way  down 
the  river;  every  now  and  then  I  could 
feel  you  quiver." 
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"  It  was  more  fatigue  than  cold."  His 
-voice  had  roused  her;  she  sat  up.  "Oh, 
I  ought  not  to  be  here;  I  ought  to  be  do- 
ing something — trying — " 

"You  can  do  no  more  now;  you  must 
have  some  coffee,  and  then  you  must  go 
to  bed.  But,  in  the  mean  while,  I  will  do 
everything  possible." 

"  But  you  don't  believe — I  don't  know 
ivhat  you  believe !"     She  rose. 

He  put  her  back  in  her  chair.  "  I  will 
believe  nothing  if  you  will  go  and  rest — I 
mean  my  beliefs  shall  not  interfere  with 
my  actions;  I  will  simply  do  everything 
I  can — all  I  should  do  if  I  were  sure,  as 
you  are,  that  he  was  lost  somewhere  about 
here." 

She  remained  where  he  had  placed  her. 
After  a  while  she  said,  ' '  I  was  so  certain 
he  was  in  the  swamp."  Her  tired  eyes, 
beginning  to  glisten  a  little  with  tears, 
had  a  child-like  look  as  she  raised  them  to 
his. 

Old  Eose  now  came  hurrying  in  with 
the  coffee:  its  fragrant  aroma  filled  the 
room.  Winthrop  poured  it  out  himself, 
and  made  Margaret  swallow  it,  spoonful 
hy  spoonful,  until  the  cup  was  empty. 

"  You  have  a  little  color  now,"  he  said. 

She  put  the  cup  down,  and  rose. 

"You're  going?  Yes,  go;  go  to  bed, 
and  sleep  as  long  as  you  can;  it  must  be 
near  dawn.  I  will  meet  you  here  for  a 
late  breakfast  at  eleven." 

She  still  stood  there.  ' '  But  will  you — 
will  you  really — " 

"Haven't  I  given  you  my  word?"  he 
•said,  sternly.  "Are  you  afraid  if  I  find 
him  that  I  shall  not  be  tender  enough  to 
Mm  ?  Don't  you  see  that  no  matter  what 
I  may  think  of  him,  his  being  your  hus- 
band protects  him  perfectly,  because,  as 
long  as  you  insist  upon  continuing  so 
subservient,  he  could  visit  anything  else 
upon  you  ?" 

She  went  out  without  making  reply. 

He  sank  into  the  chair  she  had  left  va- 
cant to  rest  for  a  moment  or  two ;  he  was 
desperately  tired. 

When  he  came  back  to  the  room  at 
eleven,  she  was  already  there.  It  was  a 
dark  day,  with  the  same  New -En  gland- 
feeling  wind  blowing  over  river  and  land ; 
there  had  been  spurts  of  rain,  and  he  was 
wet.    ' '  Why  have  you  no  fire  ?"  he  asked. 

"It  did  not  seem  cold  enough." 

"  It's  not  cold,  but  it's  dreary;  it  might 
be  a  Massachusetts  May-day.  I  don't  be- 
lieve you  have  slept  at  all  ?"  he  continued, 


looking  at  her.  Opening  the  door,  he 
called  Rose,  and  told  her  to  light  the  fire. 
When  the  old  woman  had  finished  her 
task — it  was  but  a  touch,  and  again  the 
magic  wood,  heaped  on  the  hearth,  was 
filling  the  room  with  its  gay  light  and 
faint  sweet  odor  of  the  pine — he  repeated 
his  question,  "I  don't  believe  you  have 
slept  at  all  ?" 

"  How  could  I  sleep  ?" 

He  sat  down  before  the  fire.  "You 
are  wet.  And  you  must  be  very  tired," 
she  went  on. 

"I  am  glad  you  have  thought  of  it — I 
like  sympathy.  Yes,  I  am  tired;  but  the 
room  is  cheery  now.  Why  n  ot  h  ave  break- 
fast in  here  ?" 

"You  have  found  no  trace?"  Her  re- 
pressed nervousness  showed  itself  in  her 
tone. 

"No." 

She  went  to  the  door,  and  gave  Rose 
an  order.  Then  she  closed  it,  and  walked 
first  to  one  window,  then  to  another. 

"Do  come  and  sit  down.  You  wander 
about  like  a  ghost." 

"I  will  step  softly."  She  began  to 
walk  up  and  down  the  room  with  her 
light,  rather  long-paced  step.  "  Ybtf  are 
not  afraid,"  she  said  at  last. 

' '  No,  I  am  not  afraid.  If  he  were 
wrecked  in  mid-ocean,  he  would  make  the 
whales  cook  his  dinner  for  him,  and  see 
to  it,  too,  that  it  was  a  good  one." 

"Oh,  don't  speak  in  that  tone;  don't 
jest  about  him  when  we  can  not  tell — 
Here  we  are  safe  at  home,  safe  and  com- 
fortable, when  perhaps  he — "  she  stopped. 

' '  You  are  haunted  by  the  most  useless 
terrors.  'Safe,'  are  we?  How  'safe' 
were  we  last  night,  for  his  sake  too,  in 
tha^t  deadly  swamp  ?— how  safe  were  you  f 
And  '  comfortable' — I  sitting  here  wet  and 
exhausted,  and  you  walking  up  and  down, 
white  as  a  sheet,  eating  your  heart  out 
with  anxiety !  '  Home,' did  you  say  ?  I 
like  that!  Pretty  place  it  was  to  bring 
you  to — a  hideous  barrack  miles  from  ev-' 
ery  living  thing.  Of  course  you've  made 
it  better;  you  would  make  a  cave  better. 
He  knew  you  would  do  it  when  he  brought 
you  here — kneAV  that  in  some  way  or  other 
you  would  re-arrange  things  so  that  the 
rooms  should  be  pleasart — should  be  as  he 
liked." 

He  changed  his  bitter  tone  into  a  laugh, 
which,  if  not  bitter,  was  not  cynical. 
"  Instead  of  abusing  him,  I  ought  rather 
to  admire  him — admire  him  for  his  perfect 
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success  in  a  Avorld  ratlier  celebrated  for 
unsiiccess— he  has  always  done  so  entirely 
as  he  pleased!  If  one  wishes  to  be  virtu- 
ous or  heroic,  I  don't  know  that  it  is  the 
best  way.  But  if  one  wishes  simply  to  be 
comfortable,  it  most  certainly  is."  '*  You 
can't  philosophize?"  he  went  on,  turning 
his  head  to  look  at  lier  as  she  continued 
her  walk. 
"No,  no." 

In  the  absence  of  Primus,  who  had  not 
yet  returned.  Rose  and  Dinah  were  now 
obliged  to  serve  the  breakfast  themselves, 
a  process  complicated,  too,  by  the  necessity 
of  serving  it  in  the  "  settin'-room,"  and  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  "Mis'  Horrel'' 
and  her  guest.  The  two  old  women  had 
never  acted  as  waitresses;  creatures  of 
routine,  they  had  no  idea  what  to  do.  But, 
like  all  negroes,  they  could  take  refuge  in 
a  double  amount  of  ceremony;  they  de- 
cided that  the  most  respectful  way  would 
be  to  appear  together,  with  a  courtesy  at 
the  door,  each  carrying  but  one  article  at 
a  time.  Rose  therefore  brought  a  fork  on 
a  salver,  and  Dinah  the  butter-knife.  In 
this  manner,  by  slow  degrees,  the  table  was 
at  last  arranged,  with  what  they  consider- 
ed the  due  amount  of  deference.  Later, 
they  brought  in  the  hot  dishes  in  the  same 
piecemeal  fashion,  Dinah  appearing  Avith 
the  cotfee,  and  Rose  with  the  biscuit. 
Then,  leaving  the  door  open,  both  return- 
ed to  the  kitchen  on  a  full  run,  in  order 
to  hasten  the  coming  of  the  venison  steak 
and  potatoes.  Then  more  courtesies,  and 
another  clattering  scamper. 

When  at  length  the  door  was  definitely 
closed,  Wiuthrop  having  declined  their 
services  further,  Margaret  came  to  the  ta- 
ble. But  she  could  eat  little,  and  soon 
rose. 

"You  leave  me  to  finish  my  breakfast 
alone,"  Winthrop  said,  discontentedly. 

' '  I  can  not  sit  there  any  longer.  Would 
you  mind  telling  me  what  you  have  done?" 

"I  have  three  parties  out ;  one  has  gone 
up  the  shore,  and  one  down;  the  third  is 
across  the  river." 

"You  are  very  good;  for  I  know^  you 
don't  believe  he  is  here." 

"No,  I  don't." 

"But  where,  then,  can  he  be  ?" 

"You  have  asked  me  that  before.  This 
time  I  will  answer  that  he  is  probably 
where  he  intended  to  be  when  he  left  here 
early  yesterday  morning— after  ridding 
himself  of  Eliot  and  Dodd." 

"You  think  he  planned  it.      But  why 


should  he  have  been  so  secret  about  it  ? 
No  one  could  have  prevented  him  from 
taking  a  journe,y  if  he  wished  to  take  one." 
"You  would  have  prevented  it;  you 
wouldn't  have  thought  him  strong 
enough." 

"That  would  not  have  deterred  him." 
"You're  right:  it  wouldn't.      Probably 
he  didn't  care  even  to  ex])lain  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  be  deterred ;  Lanse  was  never 
fond  of  explanations.'' 

"I  am  not  at  all  convinced." 
"  I  didn't  ex])ect  to  convince  you.    You 
asked  me.  and   I  had  to  say  something-. 
But  it's  quite  too  much  to  hope  tliat  my 
answers  should  please." 

He  soon  rose.  "I've  sent  for  a  little 
steamer — a  tug;  it  is  to  take  me  to  all  the 
landings  within  twenty  miles  of  here; 
I  shall  not  be  back  until  late;  please  don't 
sit  up.''     He  left  the  room. 

Fifteen  minutes  later,  he  appeared 
again. 

"I  was  waiting  for  the  steamer  down 
by  the  water,  when  I  saw  the  boy  who 
brings  the  mail  going  away.  You  have  had 
a  letter  ?" 

She  did  not  answer.  Her  hands  were 
empty. 

"You  heard  me  coming  and  concealed 
it." 

"I  have  nothing  to  conceal."  She  rose. 
"  Yes,  I  have  had  a  letter;  Lanse  is  on  his 
way  to  New  York.  He  is  taki:.g  a  jour- 
ney for  a  change." 

"  You  will  let  me  see  the  letter  ?" 
"Impossible.''  Her  hands  were  shak- 
ing a  little,  but  she  faced  him  inflexibly. 
"Margaret,  I  beg  you  to  let  me  see  it. 
Show^  me  that  you  trust  me;  you  seem 
never  to  do  that — yet  I  deserve—  Tell  fne, 
then,  of  your  own  accord,  what  he  says. 
If  he  has  left  you  again,  who  should  help 
you,  care  for  you,  if  not  I  ?'' 

"You  last  of  all  I''  She  walked  aw^ay. 
' '  He  is  coming  back  before  long, "  she  said, 
Avithout  turning.  Then  she  repeated  it 
more  clearly,  "  He  is  coming  back  before 
long.  Of  course  now  that  I  know,  I  am 
no  longer  anxious.  I  w^as  foolish  to  be  so 
anxious.  And  I  have  given  you  so  much 
trouble,  too.  We  are  very  much  obliged 
to  you  for  all  you  have  done." 

"Very  well,  if  you  take  that  tone,  if 
you  still  refuse  to  trust  me,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  keep  me  off  even  now,  let  me 
tell  you  that  I  too  have  had  a  letter— Pri- 
mus has  just  brought  it  from  East  Angels 
— it  w^as  sent  there." 
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She  glanced  at  him  over  her  shoulder 
with  eyes  that  looked  dark  and  full  of  fear 
— a  fear  which  he  did  not  stop  to  think  of 
then. 

"It  is  possible  that  Lanse  has  written 
to  me  even  more  x^lainly  than  he  has  to 
you, "  he  went  on.  "At  any  rate,  he  tells 
me  that  he  is  going-  to  Italy — it  is  the  old 
affair  revived — and  that  he  has  no  present 
intention  of  returning.  What  he  has  said 
in  his  letter  to  you,  of  course  I  don't  know, 
but  it  can  hardly  be  the  whole,  because  he 
asks  me  to  '  break'  it  to  you.  '  Break'  it ! 
he  has  chosen  his  messenger  well." 

"  O  my  God,"  said  Margaret  Harold. 

Her  words  were  a  prayer.  She  sank 
down  on  her  knees  beside  the  sofa,  and 
buried  her  face  in  her  clasped  arms. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Evert  Winthrop  had  felt  that  her 
words  Avere  a  prayer,  that  she  was  pray- 
ing still. 

Against  what  especial  danger  she  was 
thus  invoking  aid,  he  did  not  know.  Be- 
fore he  could  speak,  old  Rose  had  opened 
the  door,  and  Margaret,  springing  up,  was 
hurriedly  going  forward  to  meet  the  Rev- 
erend Mr,  Moore,  who  with  his  usual 
equable  expression  entered,  hat  in  hand, 
to  pay  Mrs.  Harold  a  short  visit.  He  had 
been  obliged  to  come  over  to  the  river  that 
morning  on  business,  and  had  thought 
that  he  would  take  the  occasion  for  a  lit- 
tle indulgence  in  social  pleasure  as  well. 

Margaret  put  out  her  hands  eagerly; 
her  voice  had  in  it  appeal.  "  It's  wonder- 
ful— your  coming  now.  You  will  stay 
with  me,  won't  you  ?  I  am  in  great 
trouble." 

Mr.  Moore  took  her  hand.  All  the  good- 
ness of  his  nature  came  into  his  long  nar- 
row face  with  its  little  eyes,  making  it 
lovely  in  its  sympathy  as  he  heard  her  ap- 
peal. She  was  clinging  to  him  now — she 
had  put  her  other  hand  on  his  arm.  ' '  You 
will  stay  ?"  she  repeated. 

"If  I  can  be  of  any  use  to  you,  most 
certainly  I  will  stay." 

Upon  hearing  this,  she  made  an  effort 
to  recover  herself,  to  speak  more  coherent- 
ly. "I  shall  need  your  advice — there  are 
so  many  things  I  must  decide  about.  Mr. 
Winthrop  will  tell  you.  But  why  should 
I  leave  it  to  him  ?  I  will  tell  you  myself. 
My  husband  has  gone  north ;  he  is  going 


abroad  again.  You  will  understand— it 
was  so  sudden.  I  did  not  know—"  She 
made  another  effort  to  steady  her  voice. 
"If  you  will  stay  with  me  for  a  day  or 
two,  I  will  send  over  to  Gracias  for  any- 
thing you  may  need." 

"  I  will  stay  gladly,  Mrs.  Harold." 

"Oh,  you  are  good!  But  I  always 
knew  you  were.  And  now  for  a  few  min- 
utes may  I  go  and  rest  ?  I  am  so  tired.  I 
will  come  back  a  little  later— in  half  an 
hour."  And  with  swift  step  she  hurried 
from  the  room. 

Mr.  Moore,  his  face  full  of  sympathy, 
turned  to  Winthrop. 

But  Evert  Winthrop's  expression  show- 
ed nothing  but  anger.  He  walked  off,  with 
his  back  turned,  and  at  first  made  no  re- 
ply- 

"Is  it  true,  then?  Her  husband  has 
left  her?"  said  Mr.  Moore,  infinite  regret 
in  his  mild  tones. 

Winthrop  was  standing  at  the  window. 
He  bit  his  lips  with  impatience.  He  was 
in  no  mood  for  what  he  would  have  call- 
ed "the  usual  platitudes,"  and  especially 
platitudes  about  Lansing  Harold. 

It  could  not  be  denied  that  Mr.  Moore's 
conversation  often  contained  sentences 
that  were  very  usual. 

"  Perhaps  he  will  return,"  pursued  the 
clergyman, hopefully.  "Influences  might 
be  brought  to  bear.  We  may  be  able  to 
reach  him?"  And  again  he  looked  at 
Winthrop  inquiringly. 

But  Winthrop  had  now  forgotten  his 
presence;  at  this  very  moment  he  was 
leaving  the  room.  He  was  determined  to 
see  Margaret  and  speak  to  her,  if  but  for 
a  second.  He  found  Rose,  and  sent  her 
with  a  message.  He  himself  followed  the 
old  woman  up  the  stairs;  he  stood  wait- 
ing in  the  upper  hall  as  she  knocked  at 
Margaret's  closed  door. 

But  the  door  did  not  open.  In  answer 
to  Rose's  message  delivered  shrilly  outside 
the  door,  Margaret  replied  from  within, 
"I  can  see  no  one  at  present." 

Rose  came  back.  ' '  She  can't  see  no- 
body nohow  jess  dis  minute,  marse,"she 
answered,  in  an  apologetic  tone.  Then, 
imaginatively,  "Spec  she's  tired." 

"  Go  back  and  tell  her  that  I'm  waiting 
here — in  the  hall,  and  that  I  will  keep  her 
but  a  moment.  There  is  something  im- 
portant I  must  say." 

Rose  returned  to  the  door.  But  the 
answer  was  the  same.  "Slie  done  got 
mighty  tired,  marse,  sho,"  said  the   old 
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servant,  aj^aiu  trying  to  clotlie  tlie  refusal 
in  polite  terms,  though  she  was  unable  to 
thir.k  of  a  new  apology. 

"Her  door  is  locked,  I  suppose?''  Win- 
throp  asked.  Tlien  he  felt  that  this  was 
going  too  far.  He  turned  and  went  down 
the  stairs,  but  with  a  momentary  revival 
in  his  breast  all  the  same  of  the  old  des- 
potic feeling,  the  masculine  feeling,  that  a 
woman  should  not  be  allowed  to  dictate 
unreasonably  to  any  man  what  he  should 
say  or  not  say,  do  or  not  do.  In  refusing 
to  see  him  even  for  one  moment,  Margaret 
was  dictating. 

He  walked  down  the  lower  hall,  and 
then  back  again.  Happening  to  glance 
up,  he  saw  that  old  Rose  was  still  stand- 
ing at  the  top  of  the  stairs,  a  queer  little 
figure  in  a  turban.  She  dropped  one  of 
her  straight  courtesies  as  he  looked  up — a 
quick  ducking  down  of  her  narrow  skirt 
over  her  great  shoes.  She  was  still  much 
disturbed  by  the  direct  refusal  which  she 
had  had  to  give. 

"I  can't  stay  tramping  up  and  down 
here,  if  they  are  going  to  watch  me,"  he 
thought,  impatiently.  He  turned  and  re- 
entered the  sitting-room. 

Mr.  Moore  was  kneeling  on  the  rug, 
putting  more  wood  on  the  fire.  There 
were  very  few  material  things,  material 
occupations,  which  could  give  pleasure  to 
Middleton  Moore.  He  had  no  ear  for  mu- 
sic (though  he  always  listened  attentively 
to  Penelope's  songs).  He  could  not  shoot ; 
and  Penelope  thought  fishing  "so  damp." 
His  diet  ha,d  for  a  long  time  been  restrict- 
ed to  an  unexciting  round  of  oat-meal, 
rice  pudding,  boiled  meats,  stewed  prunes, 
soft  custard,  and  Graham  bread.  He  nev- 
er touched  w^ine;  he  never  smoked.  He 
could  not  read  much  or  study,  because  his 
eyes  were  not  strong.  Though  a  preacher 
by  profession,  he  took  no  pleasure  in  ora- 
tory ;  he  did  his  best  with  his  sermons,  but 
he  was  not  assisted  by  a  glow.  He  never 
lounged — he  did  not  know  how.  He  had 
small  sense  of  beauty,  either  of  form  or  of 
color.  His  hands,  and  even  the  tip  of  his 
long  slender  nose  (though  it  was  never 
red),  were  almost  always  a  little  cold. 

Possibly  it  was  this  inherited  chilliness 
of  body  w^iicli  made  him  capable  (by  way 
of  balance)  of  feeling  one  positive  plea- 
sure ;  he  would  not  have  acknowledged  it, 
probably  he  was  not  mentally  conscious 
of  the  fact,  but  it  remained  a  fact  never- 
theless, that  he  had  enjoyed,  that  he  still 
continued  to  enjoy,  some  of  the  fullest 


and  richest  physical  sensations  of  his  life 
when  he  was  engaged  in  piling  up  and 
re-arranging,  and,  later,  sitting  in  front 
of,  a  liberal  glowing  hearth  fire.  Oh !  the 
cheer  of  the  leaping  blaze,  the  hidden  ex- 
citement of  the  engineering  feats  which 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  wood  and 
hot  coals  abounded  in!  and  then  the  long 
quiet  basking  satisfaction  of  tlie  steady 
heat  directly  upon  one's  knees,  and  one's 
(somewhat  thin)  legs  extended  before  itl 
After  Margaret's  departure  the  clergyman 
had  thought  of  her  with  the  truest  sym- 
pathy ;  and  this  had  lasted  also  after  Win- 
throp's  hasty  exit.  But  the  fire  certainly 
needed  replenishing;  it  would  do  no  one 
any  good  to  come  back  to  a  cold  room, 
Mrs.  Harold  least  of  all.  Winthrop  there- 
fore found  him  on  his  knees,  tongs  in 
hand,  and  busy. 

Mr.  Moore  went  on  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  coals.  He  cherished  not  the 
slightest  resentment  because  Winthrop 
had  left  liim  so  suddenly.  But  he  thought 
that  such  exits  were  sometimes — he  had 
made  several  observations  of  the  fact — 
an  indication  of  an  irritated  temper.  In 
such  cases  there  was  nothing  better  than 
an  unnoticing,  and,  if  possible,  also  an 
occupied,  silence.  He  therefore  went  on 
with  his  fire. 

"  It's  the  greatest  pity  in  the  world  that 
there  is  nobody  here  who  has  any  real  au- 
thority over  her,"  Winthrop  began,  still 
smarting  under  her  refusal.  Margaret 
had  chosen  the  clergyman  as  her  coun- 
sellor; it  would  be  as  w^ell,  therefore,  to 
indicate  to  that  gentleman  what  course 
should  be  pursued. 

"You  have,  then,  some  plan  to  recom- 
mend to  her?"  said  Mr.  Moore,  putting  the 
tongs  away  and  seating  himself.  He  held 
out  his  long,  delicately  finished  hands  as 
if  to  warm  them  a  little  by  the  flame,  and 
looked  at  Winthrop  inquiringly. 

"No,  I  don't  know  that  I  have.  But 
she  is  sure  to  be  obstinate  in  any  case." 
He  too  sat  down,  and  stared  moodily  at 
the  flame. 

"You  think  it  will  be  a  great  grief  to 
her,"  observed  the  clergyman,  after  a 
while.     "No  doubt — no  doubt." 

"No  grief  at  all,  as  far  as  that  goes. 
Lanse  has  always  treated  her  abomina- 
bly." He  paused.  Then  w^ent  on,  as  if 
there  were  now  good  reasons  for  telling 
the  whole  tale.  "Before  he  had  been 
married  a  year,  he  left  her:  she  did  not 
leave  him,  as  my  aunt  supposes:  he  went 
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to  Italy,  and  did  not  come  back.  There 
had  never  been  the  least  fault  on  her  side ; 
there  hasn't  been  up  to  this  day." 

"I  can  not  understand  it;  such  fickle- 
ness— such  fairly  immoral  tendencies  to- 
ward cliange,"  said  Mr.  Moore,  in  rebuk- 
ing- wonder. 

"As  far  as  regards  change,  I  ought  to 
say,  perhaps,  that  there  hasn't  been  much 
of  that,"  Winthrop  answered.  "What  is 
taking  him  abroad  now  is  an  old  interest 
— something  he  had  felt  long  before  his 
marriage,  and  felt  strongly.  He  has  nev- 
er changed  in  that  respect." 

' '  Do  you  allude — is  it  possible  that  you 
are  alluding  to  an  interest  in  a  person  f 
asked  Mr.  Moore,  in  a  lowered  tone. 

"It  certainly  wasn't  a  thing;  I  hardly 
think  you  would  call  a  beautiful  French 
V7oman  of  rank  that,  w^ould  you  ?" 

Mr.  Moore  looked  at  him  with  a  strick- 
en face.  "A  beautiful  French  woman  of 
rank!"  he  murmured. 

"That's  what  is  taking  him  abroad 
now.  She  threw  him  over  once,  but  she 
has  evidently  called  him  back;  in  fact,  he 
admits  it  in  his  letter  to  me." 

"Oh,  sin!  sin!"  said  Middleton  Moore, 
with  the  deepest  sadness  in  his  voice.  He 
leaned  his  head  upon  his  hand  and  cover- 
ed his  eyes. 

"I  suppose  so,"  answered  Winthrop. 
"All  the  same,  she  is  the  only  person 
Lanse  has  ever  cared  for ;  for  her  and  her 
alone  he  could  be,  and  would  be  if  he  had 
the  chance,  perhaps,  unselfish.  I  almost 
think  he  could  be  heroic.  But,  you  see, 
he  won't  have  the  chance,  because  there's 
the  husband  in  the  bush." 

' '  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  this  wretched 
creature  is  a  married  woman?"  demanded 
the  clergyman,  aghast. 

' '  Oh  yes ;  it  was  her  marriage,  her  leav- 
ing him  in  the  lurch,  that  made  Lanse 
himself  marry — marry  Margaret  Cruger." 

"This  is  most  horrible.  This  man, 
then,  this  Lansing  Harold,  is  an  incarna- 
tion of  evil?" 

"I  don't  know  whether  he  is  or  not," 
Winthrop  answered,  irritably.  ' '  Yes,  he 
is,  I  suppose;  we  all  are.  Not  you,  of 
course,"  he  added,  glancing  at  his  com- 
panion, and  realizing  as  he  did  so  that 
here  was  a  man  who  was  an  incarnation 
of  good.  Then  the  opposing  feeling  swept 
over  him  again,  namely,  that  this  man 
was  good  sim^Dly  because  he  could  not  be 
evil ;  it  was  not  that  he  had  resisted  temp- 
tation so  much  as  that  he  had  no  capacity 


for  being  tempted;  nothing  tempted  him. 
"  An  old  woman,"  he  thought. 

He  himself  was  very  different  from 
that;  he  knew  well  what  temptation 
meant.  A  flush  crossed  his  face.  "  Per- 
haps Lanse  can't  help  loving  her,"  he  said, 
flinging  it  out  obstinately. 

"A  man  can  always  help  a  shameful 
feeling  of  that  sort,"  the  clergyman  an- 
swered, with  sternness.  He  drew  up  hi;^ 
tall  figure ;  his  face  took  on  dignity.  ' '  We 
are  not  the  beasts  that  perish." 

"We  may  not  be  altogether  beasts,  and 
yet  we  may  not  be  able  to  help  it,"  Win- 
throp answered,  getting-  up  and  walking- 
across  the  room.  Margaret's  little  work- 
table  stood  there,  gay  with  ribbons  and 
fringes;  mechanically  he  fingered  the 
spools  and  bright  wools  it  held. 

"At  least  we  can  control  its  manifesta- 
tions," replied  Middleton  Moore,  still  with 
a  deep  severity  of  voice  and  eyes. 

"You  would  like  to  have  all  sinners  of 
that  disposition  (which  doesn't  happen  to 
be  yours)  consumed  immediately,  wouldn't 
you  ?  for  fear  of  their  influencing  others," 
said  Winthrop,  leaving  the  work-table  and 
walking  about  the  room.  "In  the  days 
of  the  burnings,  now,  when  it  was  for 
strictly  wicked  persons  of  that  tendency, 
I  suspect  you  would  have  brought  a  few 
fagots — wouldn't  you  ? — even  if  you  hadn't 
taken  a  turn  at  the  bellows." 

Mr.  Moore  turned  and  surveyed  him  in 
unfeigned  astonishment. 

"I  beg  your  pardon — I  beg  your  pardon 
most  humbly,"  Winthrop  went  on,  in  an- 
swer to  this  glance.  ' '  The  truth  is  I  am  so 
much — irritated — that  I  don't  know  what 
I  am  saying.  I  will  go  off  for  a  while  by 
myself,  if  you  will  excuse  me ;  I  will  come 
back  later,  when  Mrs.  Harold  returns." 

An  hour  later,  when  he  re-entered  the 
room,  he  found  Margaret  there:  she  was 
talking  with  Mr.  Moore. 

' '  Ah  !  you  have  had  a  walk  ?  The  air 
is  probably  pleasant,"  said  the  clergyman, 
welcoming  him  kindly.  He  wished  to 
show  that  he  had  forgotten  the  bellows. 
"I  was  on  the  point  of  saying-  to  Mrs. 
Harold,  as  you  came  in,  that  in  case  she 
should  be  thinking  of  leaving  this  house, 
I  will  hope  most  warmly  that  she  will  find 
it  consistent  wdth  her  plans  to  return  to 
us  at  Gracias." 

"  I  should  much  rather  stay  here,"  re- 
sponded Margaret.  ' '  I  could  have  Di- 
nah's son  Abram  to  sleep  in  the  house,  if 
necessary." 
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"You  could  never  stay  liere  alone;  you 
oujjht  not  to  think  of  it,"  said  AVintliroj). 
"We  know  better  than  you  do  about  that ; 
it  wouldn't  be  safe."'  He  had  seated  him- 
self at  some  distance  from  her.  Mr.  Moore 
still  kept  his  place  before  tlie  fire,  and 
Margraret  was  beside  him  ;  she  held  a  little 
fan-shaped  screen  in  her  hand  to  shade  her 
face  from  the  glow;  he  could  see  her  pro- 
file, the  soft  weaves  of  hair  over  the  fore- 
head, the  little  ear,  and  the  thick,  close 
braids  behind. 

"I  am  sure  Mr.  Moore  will  say  that  it 
is  safe,"  she  answered. 

"I  included  him;  I  said  *we,'''  said 
W'inthrop,  challeng-in<^ly. 

Mr.  Moore  extended  his  long  legs  with 
a  slightly  uneasy  movement.  "I  regret 
to  say  that  I  fear  Mr.  Winthrop  is  right; 
it  w^ould  not  be  safe  at  present,  even  with 
Abram  in  the  house.  The  river  is  no 
longer  what  it  w^as''  (lie  refrained  from 
saying  "your  Northern  steamers  have 
made  the  change") ;  "  the  people  who  live 
in  the  neighborhood  are  respectable,  but 
the  increased  facilities  for  traffic  have 
brought  us  dangerous  characters.'' 

"Of  course  you  will  go  back  to  East 
Angels — '•  Winthrop  began. 

"  I  think  not.  If  I  can  not  sta^'  here,  I 
shall  go  north." 

"North  ?     Where?" 

"  There  are  plenty  of  places.  There  is 
my  grandmother  s  old  house  in  the  coun- 
trj^,  w^here  I  lived  when  I  w^as  a  child.  It 
is  closed  now%  but  I  could  open  it.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  old  rooms  once  more."  She 
spoke  quietly;  her  manner  w^as  that  she 
was  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  clergy- 
man knew  everything,  tliat  Winthrop  had 
told  him  all.  She  was  a  deserted  wife; 
there  was  no  need  for  any  of  them  to  go 
through  the  form  of  covering  that  up. 

' '  That  would  be  a  perfectly  crazy  idea, " 
began  Winthrop.  Then  he  stopped  him- 
self. "Aunt  Katrina  w^ould  miss  you 
greatly,"  he  resumed.  (He  felt  the  feeble- 
ness of  this.) 

"She  has  you.  And  she  has  Mrs.  Ca- 
rew,  Dr.  Kirby,  Mr.  Moore — all  these  kind 
friends  here.  And  she  has  Celestine.  I 
have  been  aw^ay  from  her,  except  for  an 
occasional  short  visit,  for  months;  I  don't 
think  she  would  miss  me." 

"Yes,  she  would.''  (He  was  going  on, 
in  spite  of  himself,  w^ith  the  feebleness.) 

"We  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to 
lose  you,  Mrs.  Harold — Penelope  would  be 
exceedingly  sorry, "said  Mr.  Moore,  in  his 


amiable  voice.  "But  I  can  understand 
that  it  would  afford  you  much  pleasure  to 
revisit  your  childhood's  home.  I  think  it 
is  so  with  all  of  us;  I  should  like  to  revis- 
it mine.  But  I  hope  that  you  will  give 
the  matter  a  careful  consideration  before 
you  decide.  You  have  mentioned  to  me 
that  you  have  no  near  relatives,  and 
though  you,  no  doubt,  have  many  friends, 
I  can  not  think  that  they  esteem  you  more 
highly  than  we  do,  for  indeed  it  would  be 
im])ossible.  And  East  Angels,  too — after 
so  long  a  stay  there,  may  we  not  hope 
that  it  i)resents  to  you  at  least  some  of  the 
aspects  of  a  home  ?" 

"I  prefer  to  go  north,"  Margaret  an- 
swered. 

Mr.  Moore  did  not  combat  this  decision ; 
he  did  not,  in  truth,  know  quite  what  to 
advise  just  at  present ;  it  required  thought. 
Here  was  a  woman  who  had  been  cruel- 
ly outraged  by  the  scandalous,  by  the  in- 
credi]:)ly  abandoned  conduct  of  the  w^orst 
of  husbands.  She  had  no  mother  to  go 
to  (the  clergyman  felt  this  to  be  an  un- 
speakable misfortune) ;  but  she  was  not  a 
child;  they  could  not  dictate  to  her;  she 
was  a  free  agent.  But  women — women 
of  refinement — were  generally  timid  (he 
glanced  at  Margaret,  and  decided  that  she 
was  timid  also).  She  might  talk  a  little 
about  her  home  at  the  north,  but  jirob- 
ably  it  would  end  in  her  returning  to 
East  Angels. 

"If  I  find  that  I  don't  care  for  the 
country  house,  the  life  there,  I  can  go 
abroad,"  Margaret  continued.  She  rose 
and  went  out  to  give  some  directions 
about  lunch. 

This  was  not  much  like  returning  to 
East  Angels  I 

"Is  she  thinking,  do  you  suppose,  of 
going  to  him?"  asked  the  clergyman,  in  a 
cautious  voice,  when  the  door  was  closed. 

"I  don't  know  what  she  is  thinking  of. 
She  is  capable  of  every  mistaken  idea  I" 
Winthrop  ans^vered. 

"  She  is  possessed  of  a  wonderful  sense 
of  duty — wonderful,  if  she  does  go.  I 
mean,  in  case  she  is  acquainted  with  the 
cause  of  his  departure  ?'' 

"  She  is  acquainted  with  everything." 

Margaret  came  back  and  sat  down 
again.  ' '  You  decidedly  think,  then,  that  I 
can  not  stay  here  ?''  she  said  to  the  clergy- 
man. There  was  a  note  almost  of  longing 
in  her  tone. 

"Do  you  wish  to  stay  so  very  much  ?'' 
he  asked,  kindly. 
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*'Yes,  I  should  much  rather  stay,  much 
rather  make  uo  change :  this  is  my  home/' 

"How  can  you  talk  in  that  way  ?"  said 
Winthrop.  He  had  risen  again,  and  be- 
gun to  walk  up  and  down  the  room ;  as  he 
spoke,  he  stopped  his  walk  and  stood  be- 
fore her.  "You  came  here  against  your 
will ;  you  disliked  the  x^lace  intensely ;  you 
said  so  of  your  own  accord;  I  heard  you.'' 

"I  know  I  have  said  so.  Many  times. 
Still.  I  should  like  to  stay  now." 

"You  can  not.  Even  3Ir.  Moore  tells 
you  that." 

"Yes.""  said  the  clergyman,  conscien- 
tiously. "I  must  say  it.  though  I  do  not 
wish  to:  the  place  is  unusually  lonely:  it 
stands  quite  by  itself :  it  would  be  unwise 
to  remain." 

"I  must  give  it  up.  I  see.""  Margaret  an- 
:s  we  red .      "lam  sorry . ' " 

And  then,  in  answer  to  old  Eose"s  bob- 
bing courtesy  at  the  door,  they  went  across 
the  hall  to  the  dining-room  for  lunch. 

When  the  meal  was  over  and  they  had 
returned  to  the  parlor,  Mr.  Moore  at  first 
■did  not  sit  down.  He  stood  on  the  hearth- 
rug with  his  back  to  the  fire,  rubbing  his 
hands  in  the  slight  moderate  way  that 
was  peculiar  to  him;  he  seemed  disposed 
to  introduce,  if  possible,  a  little  conversa- 
tion of  a  general  nature. 

There  was  opportunity,  apparently,  for 
introducing  anything,  neither  Winthroj) 
nor  Margaret  sx>oke. 

"  Oh-er — yes — er-r-r — I  am  told.'"  began 
3Ir.  Moore,  addressing  Winthrop,  "that 
abroad — I  allude  to  foreign  countries  on 
the  continent  of  Europe — one  seldom  finds 
those  simple  and  convenient  articles  we 
term  handles  attached  to  chests  of  draw- 
ers or  bureaux :  one  is  expected  to  pull  the 
drawers  open  awkwardly  (if  not  painful- 
ly) by  means  of  the  key  T' 

Winthrop  did  not  reply.  Mr.  Moore 
mildly  repeated  the  qtiestion. 

"Key?  I  am  sure  I  don't  know." 
TTinihrop  answered. 

Foiled  in  this  direction.  Mr.  Moore,  aft- 
-er  another  moment  or  two  of  the  silence, 
forgivingly  sent  'into  this  troubled  at- 
mospherej  a  second  remark,  which  he 
hoped  would  act  as  a  temporary  diversion 
of  thotight,  a  change.  "It  has  been  men- 
tioned to  me."' he  observed,  "that  in  the 
-city  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  conver- 
sation is  so  exceptionally  accurate  that 
when  a  stranger  there  makes  use.  by 
-chance,  of  the  word  'why'  merely  as  an 
exclamation   (a   somewhat  slovenly  use, 
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I  admit),  lie  is  answered  as  though  it  had 
been  a  question.  As.  for  instance,  if  I 
shotild  say.  simply  in  surprise.  'Why! — 
was  he  going  thei*e  ?"  they  would  i*espond, 
'I  do  not  know  why:  but  perhaps" — and 
so  on."" 

But  Winthrop  was  gazing  at  the  fire, 
and  Margaret  did  not  speak.  That  ques- 
tion fell  flat  also. 

To  cover  its  fall  a  little,  not  l>ecause  he 
was  concerned  on  his  own  account — he 
had  no  conception  of  convei*sational  suc- 
cesses— but  because  he  thought  it  might 
come  to  Margaret  later  that  she  had  left 
a  remark  of  his  suspended  in  mid-air.  Mr. 
Moore  now  answered  his  own  question, 
summing  up  the  matter  cheerfully  and 
dismissing  it:  "Probably  the  word  '  why,' 
in  any  shape,  rouses  a  greater  intei'est  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  Massachusetts — a  com- 
munity, I  am  told,  devoted  to  the  quest  for 
information — than  it  is  capable  of  doing 
in  places  of  less  mental  activity.  I  should 
much  like  to  visit  Boston.  And  also  the 
village  of  Con-cord,  in  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity."" Mr.  Moore's  "Con-cord""  was 
carefully  pronoLinced,  the  last  syllable 
was  like  cord  in  "a  cord  of  wood."' 

The  clergyman's  idea  in  these  efforts 
had  been  to  divert  from  Margaret's  mind 
a  too  heavy  strain.  He  had  failed,  be- 
cause Winthrop  had  not  aided  him:  he 
now  tried  a  second  method — a  more  direct 
one.  "My  dear  friend.""  he  said,  ad- 
dressing Margaret,  "let  me  advise  you. 
You  will  be  much  the  better  for  a  little 
repose.""  Mr.  Moore's  "my  dear  friend" 
was  used  only  on  solemn  occasions;  but, 
in  sx^ite  of  its  rather  formal  tone,  it  was 
not  a  mannerism :  people  really  were  more 
dear  to  his  pitying,  tender  soul  wlien  they 
were  in  trouble,  he  was  more  their  friend, 
than  in  times  of  cheerful  ease. 

As  he  spoke,  Margaret  looked  wp.  For 
the  moment  she  had  forgotten  that  he 
was  there,  but  as  soon  as  her  mind  came 
back  to  him  she  took  refuge  afresh  in  his 
faithful  kindness.  "I  could  not  sleep,"' 
she  answered:  "I  should  only  be  think- 
ing— making  plans.  It  is  better  for  me 
to  plan  aloud — if  you  will  help  me."" 

"Anything  I  can  do — of  course.  But, 
if  you  will  permit  me  to  speak  of  it.  Mi^. 
Moore  has  often  mentioned  to  me — Pe- 
nelope has  mentioned — that  a  short  period 
of  recumbence  after  lunch  was  wonder- 
fully conducive  to  a  refreshed  clearness 
of  mind  later."' 

"Mv  mind  is  clear  now.     It  is  easier 
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for  TTie  to  decide  at  once  about  my  plans, 
I  shall  go  noi-th;  but  I  should  like  to  re- 
tain this  house,  and  keep  it  open  jusl  as  it 
is;  1  could  leave  the  servants  liere." 

Winthrop  turned  and  looked  at  her,  a 
quick  surpi'ised  suspicion  in  his  f,^lance. 

■  I  could  do  that  i)erfectly,  couldn't  I  ?" 
she  repeated,  addressinfr  Mr.  Moore. 

Again  theclei-grynian  looked  uncomfort- 
able. He  sat  down,  crossed  liis  le^f-s,  and 
extending-  the  pendent  foot  a  little  in  its 
lon«i:,  nari'ow. thin-soled  boot;  he  looked  at 
it,  and  moved  it  to  and  fro  sli<,^htly.  as  if 
lie  had  been  called  ui)on  to  yive  an  exact 
opinion  upon  the  leather.  "I  fear,"' he 
said,  as  the  result  of  this  meditation,  "that 
it  mitifht  not  be  alto^a*ther  prudent.  The 
negroes  have  much  hospitality;  with  a 
larg-e  hou.se  at  their  connnand,  and  nobody 
very  near,  I  fear  they  might  be  tempted 
to  invite  some  of  their  friends  to  visit 
them.'' 

"The  place  would  swarm  with  them," 
said  Winthrop. 

"At  any  rat<\  I  shall  keep  the  house, 
even  if  I  close  it,"  said  Margaret.  "  It  must 
be  ready  for  occupancy  at  any  time." 

"Then  you  are  thinking  of  coming 
back  ?"  Winthrop  asked.  His  face  still 
showed  an  angry  mistrust. 

"I  may  comeback.  xVt  present,  how- 
ever, I  shall  go  north.  And  as  I  prefer 
to  go  immediately,  I  shall  set  about  ar- 
ranging the  house  here  so  that  I  can  leave 
it.  It  will  not  take  long, two  days, or  three 
at  most.  And  it  would  be  a  very  great 
kindness,  ^Ir.  Moore,  if  you  would  stay 
with  me  until  I  leave — by  next  Saturday's 
steamer,  probably.'' 

"I  hardly  think  you  will  be  able  to  ac- 
complish so  much  in  so  short  a  time,"  an- 
swered the  clergyman,  rather  bewildered 
by  this  display  of  energy.  To  Mr.  Moore's 
idea,  a  woman  who  had  been  deserted  by 
her  husband,  even  though  that  husband 
had  been  proved  to  be  abnormally  vicious, 
could  not  well  be  in  the  mood  for  the 
necessar}'  counting  of  chairs,  nor  for 
the  proper  distribution  of  gum-camphor 
among  curtains,  also  so  important. 

Then,  reading  again  the  deep  trouble  in 
Margaret's  face,  under  all  the  calmness  of 
her  manner,  he  dismissed  his  objections, 
and  said,  heartily,  "In  any  case,  I  will 
stay  with  you  as  long  as  you  wish." 

"I  am  afraid  that  one  of  your  difficul- 
ties has  been  that  I  am  here,"  said  Win- 
throp to  Margaret.  "You  can  not  expect 
nie  to  leave  you  entirely  as  long  as  you  are 


still  in  this  hou.se;  I  anj.  after  all,  your 
nearest  relative.  But  of  coui-se  I  could 
stay  at  thehotel."  He  spoke  with  extreme 
coldness. 

Margaret,  however,  did  not  try  to  dissi- 
pate it  by  asking  him  to  remain. 

He  showed  that  he  feltthi.s,  for  he  said, 
"  Pei-haps  I  liad  better  go  up  at  once  and 
see  to  getting  quarter's  there." 

She  did  not  answer.  He  walked  about 
aimlessly  for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then 
left  the  room. 

"  Will  you  go  over  the  house  with  me 
now,  Mr.  Moore — I  mean  this  afternoon — 
and  tell  me  what  I  can  leave  in  place,  iu 
this  climate,  and  what  must  be  packed  ?" 

"  Cei'tainly  ;  it  would  be  better,  I  think, 
to  make  a  list,"  Mr.  Moore  answered,  in  an 
interested  voice.  ^Mr,  Moore  enjoyed  lists; 
to  him  an  index  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting ])arts  of  any  book,  and  in  devi.s- 
ing  catalogues  or  new  alphabetical  ar- 
rangements he  had  sometimes  felt  a  sense- 
of  i)leasure  that  was  almost  dissipation. 

"You  will  have  three  enemies  to  en- 
counter," he  began,  with  seriousness. 
"They  are,  tir.st,  the  Mildew;  second,  the- 
Damp;  third,  the  Moth;  I  should  not  ad- 
vise pepper  against  the  latter.  The  Mouse, 
so  destructive  in  other  climates,  will  trou- 
ble you  little  in  this." 

Tlien  he  rose  and  examined  the  paper 
which  Margaret  had  taken  from  a  writ- 
ing-desk. "  \"ou  have  the  right  ideas," 
he  said.  ap})reciatively  ;  "for  a  list,  the  pa- 
per is  much  better  when  ruled." 

A  week  later,  Margaret  was  still  there;, 
she  had  not  been  able  to  complete  as  rap- 
idly as  she  had  hoped  the  arrangements 
necessary  for  leaving  the  house  in  proper 
order  behind  her.  This  was  not  owing  to- 
any  lingering  on  her  own  part  or  to  any 
hesitation  of  purpose;  it  was  owing  sim- 
ply to  the  constitutional  inability  of  any- 
body in  that  latitude,  black  or  white,  to- 
work  steadily,  to  be  in  the  least  hurried. 
The  poorest  negro  engaged  to  shake  car- 
pets could  not  bring  himself,  though  with 
the  otter  of  double  Avages  before  him,  to- 
the  point  of  going  without  a  long  "  res'" 
under  the  trees  after  each  (short)  "stent." 
^Ir.  Moore,  with  his  list,  made  no  haste — 
Mr.  Moore  had  never  been  in  a  hurry  in. 
his  life. 

But  now  at  last  all  was  completed;  th& 
house  Avas  to  be  closed  on  the  morrow. 
No  one  but  the  clergyman  w^as  to  sleep 
there  on  this  last  night.  The  negroes, 
generously   paid   and   rejoicing   in   theii* 
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riches,  were  going*  to  their  own  homes.  In 
the  morning  one  of  them  was  to  return 
to  dismantle  Mr.  Moore's  room,  and  then 
the  clergyman  himself  was  to  bar  the  win- 
dows, lock  the  doors,  and  carry  the  keys 
to  the  hotel,  where  they  were  to  be  kept, 
in  accordance  with  Margaret's  order.  She 
herself  was  to  sleep  at  the  hotel,  in  order 
to  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  sea-going 
steamer,  which  would  touch  at  that  pier  at 
an  early  hour  the  next  day. 

Evert  Winthrop  had  returned  to  East 
Angels.  Five  days  he  had  staid  at  the 
hotel,  coming  down  every  morning  on 
horseback  to  the  house  on  the  point.  Not 
once  had  he  been  able  to  see  Margaret 
alone;  Mr.  Moore  was  always  with  her, 
or  if  by  rare  chance  he  happened  to  be  ab- 
sent, she  was  surrounded  by  the  chatter- 
ing blacks, who  with  much  confusion  and 
the  jolliest  good-humor,  with  endless  pro- 
crastinations and  aimless  wandering  er- 
rands to  and  fro,  were  carrying  out,  or 
pretending  to,  the  orders  of  "Mis'  Hor- 
rel." 

Winthrop  chafed  against  this  constant 
presence  of  others.  But  he  would  not  al- 
low himself  to  speak  of  it;  pride  prevent- 
ed him.  Why  should  he  be  kept  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  a  comparative  stranger  like  Mr. 
Moore  placed  at  the  head  of  the  house, 
consulted  about  everything  ?  Mr.  Moore ! 
He  looked  on  with  impatience  while  the 
clergyman  gave  explanations  of  Penel- 
ope's excellent  method  of  vanquishing  the 
Mildew,  the  Damp,  the  Moth.  With  impa- 
tience grown  to  contempt  he  heard  him 
read  aloud  to  Margaret  and  check  off 
carefully  the  various  items  of  his  long 
lists.  Mr.  Moore  had  even  made  a  list 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  poultry-yard, 
though  Margaret  intended  to  present 
them  all  in  a  body  to  Dinah  and  Rose. 

"One  brown  hen,  somewhat  spotted 
with  white,"  he  read  from  his  list;  "one 
yellow  hen,  spotted  with  brown ;  a  black 
hen;  a  chicken  ;  a  duck." 

He  had  never  seemed  to  Winthrop  so 
narrow,  so  given  up  to  petty  details,  as 
now. 

On  the  fourth  day  Winthrop  (perhaps 
having  found  pride,  in  spite  of  the  dignity 
it  carried  with  it,  rather  unfruitful)  sud- 
denly resolved  to  overpower  this  dumb 
opposition,  make  himself  master  of  this 
ridiculous  situation — "ridiculous"  was  his 
own  term  for  it.  Margaret  was  evidently 
determined  not  to  see  him  alone.  After 
their  long  acquaintance,  and  their  rela- 


tionship (he  insisted  a  good  deal  upon  this 
rather  uncertain  tie),  she  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  treat  him  in  this  way;  he  would 
not  allow  it.  Of  what,  then,  was  she 
afraid  ? 

It  came  across  him  strongly  that  he 
should  like  to  ask  her  that  question  face 
to  face. 

He  rode  down  to  the  house  on  the 
point.  He  found  her  in  the  sitting-room, 
the  blacks  coming  and  going  as  usual. 

"  Go  away,  all  of  you,"  he  said,  author- 
itatively. ' '  Find  some  work  to  do  in  an- 
other room  for  half  an  hour.  I  wish  to 
speak  to  your  mistress." 

Margaret  looked  up  as  she  heard  this 
imperative  command.  She  did  not  con- 
tradict it;  she  could  not  come  to  an  open 
conflict  of  will  with  him  before  her  own 
servants.     He  knew  this. 

Closing  the  door  after  the  negroes,  who, 
in  obedience  to  the  thorough  master's 
voice  which  had  fallen  upon  their  ears, 
had  shuffled  out  hurriedly  in  a  body,  Win- 
throp came  over  to  the  writing-table  where 
she  was  seated.  She  had  kept  on  with  her 
work. 

"You  don't  care  any  more  about  that 
list, about  any  of  these  trifling  things, than 
I  do,"  he  began.  "  Why  do  you  pretend 
to  care  ?  And  why  do  you  make  it  so  im- 
possible for  me  to  speak  to  you  ?  What 
are  you  afraid  of  ?" 

She  did  not  answer.  And  he  did  not 
get  the  satisfaction  he  had  anticipated 
from  his  question,  because  her  face  was 
still  bent  over  her  paper. 

"Why  are  you  going  north?"  he  went 
on,  abruptly. 

"  I  need  a  change." 

' '  You  can  not  live  alone  in  New  York. 
Yoii  ought  not  to  think  of  it." 

"I  shall  not  be  in  New  York.  And  I 
could  easily  have  a  companion." 

"Your  best  companion  is  Aunt  Katri- 
na.  I  admit  that  she  is  selfish,  that  she 
makes  a  purely  selfish  use  of  you;  but 
she  is  growing  old,  and  she  is  ill;  there  is 
no  one  she  really  wishes  for  as  she  wish- 
es for  you.  Who,  after  all,  is  nearer  to 
you?" 

"No  one  is  nearer.  I  have  always 
been  alone." 

"That  is  cynical — and  it  is  not  true." 
He  paused.      ' '  Every  one  likes  you. " 

"  Well  they  may  !  When  have  I  been 
— permitted  myself  to  be — disagreeable  ? 
When  have  I  ever  failed  to  be  kind  ?  I 
was  not  so  by  nature;  I  made  myself  SO. 
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I  liave  always  repressed  myself.  What 
is  the  result  ?  I  have  been  at  everj'body's 
beck  and  call.  I  have  been  expected  to 
bear  everything  in  silence;  to  listen,  al- 
ways to  listen,  and  never  to  reply."  She 
spoke  with  bitterness,  keeping  on  with  her 
writing  meanwhile. 

"  It  is  perfectly'  true,  what  you  say,  and 
I  think  you  have  done  too  much  of  it. 
Are  you  getting  tired  of  the  role  f 

''I  am  tired  at  least  of  East  Angels;  I 
can  not  go  ])ack  there." 

"You  think  Aunt  Katrina  will  talk 
about  Lanse  in  her  usual  style — about 
this  second  going  away  of  his  ?  I  myself 
will  tell  her  the  whole  stor\' — it  is  time 
she  knew  it.  She  will  talk  about  him  no 
more." 

"It  isn't  that."  She  threw  down  her 
/pen  and  rose.  "I  need  a  complete  change. 
I  must  have  it;  but  I  shall  arrange  it  my- 
self. The  only  thing  yoic  can  do  for  me 
is  to  leave  me  free.  I  should  like  it  if 
you  would  go  back  to  East  Angels — if  you 
Avould  go  to-day.  You  only  trouble  me 
by  staying  here,  and  you  trouble  me 
greatly." 

"Margaret,  it's  outrageous  the  way 
you  treat  me.  What  have  I  done  that  I 
should  be  thi'ust  off  in  this  way  ?  It's  in- 
sulting. And  it's  a  very  sudden  change, 
too;  you  were  not  so  that  night  in  the 
swamp." 

"It's  kind  to  bring  that  up.  I  was 
tired — nervous;  I  wasn't  myself — " 

"You're  yourself  now,  never  fear,''  he 
interpolated,  angrily. 

"And  you  were  not  yourself  either." 

"Yes,  I  was.  Interpret  your  own 
changes  as  you  please,  but  pray  don't 
attempt  to  interpret  me." 

"Will  you  do  what  I  wish  ?" 

"You  really  want  me  to  go?"  His 
voice  softened.  "You  don't  wish  me  to 
see  you  off  ?  It's  verv  little  to  do — see 
you  off." 

"I  should  be  grateful  if  you  would  go 
now." 

"You  are  throwing  us  all  overboard  to- 
gether, I  see — all  Lanse's  relatives  ;  you 
think  we  are  all  alike,"  he  commented,  in 
a  savage  tone.  "And  you,  well  rid  of  us 
all,  free,  and  determined  to  do  quite  as 
you  please,  are  going  north  alone — you 
do  not  even  say  where !" 

"There  will  be  no  secret  about  that;  I 
will  write  to  Aunt  Katrina.  You  talk 
about  freedom,"  she  said,  breaking  off 
suddenly ;  ' '  what  do  you  know  of  slavery  ? 


That  is  what  I  have  been  for  years  and 
years— a  slave.  Oh,  to  be  somewhere,  to 
go  somewhere  1" — and  she  threw  up  lier 
arms  with  an  eloquent  gesture  of  longing; 
somcirJicre  '^vhere  I  can  breathe  and  move 
a  n  d  t  h  i  n  k  as  I  pi  ease— as  I  real  1  y  am !  Do 
you  want  me  to  die  without  ever  having 
])een  myself — my  real  self— even  for  one 
short  day  ?  I  have  come  to  the  end  of  my 
strength;  I  can  endui'e  no  longer." 

Winthrop  had  been  thrilled  through  by 
this  almost  violent  cry  and  gesture.  Com- 
ing fi'om  Mnrgai-et,  they  gave  him  a  great 
suri)rise.  "Yes,  I  know,"  he  began;  "it 
has  been  a  hard  life."  Then  he  stopped, 
for  he  felt  that  he  had  not  known,  he  had 
not  comprehended,  he  did  not  fully  com- 
l)rehend  even  now.  "I  am  only  harsh  on 
account  of  the  way  you  treat  me,"  he  said  ; 
"it  galls  me  to  be  so  completely  set  aside." 

"  You  can  help  me  onl}'  by  leaving  me; 
I  have  told  you  that." 

"  But  where  is  the  sense — " 

"I  can  not  argue.  There  maybe  no 
sense,  but  your  presence  oppresses  me." 

"You  shall  not  be  troubled  with  it 
long."  He  went  toward  the  door.  But 
he  came  back.      "  Give  me  one  reason." 

"  I  have  no  reason  ;  it  is  instinct." 

He  still  stood  there. 

She  waited  a  moment,  looking  at  him. 
He  did  not  speak.  Then  she  came  toward 
him,  her  face  pale,  but  her  eyes  meeting 
his,  their  usualh^  quiet  blue  having  now 
a  splendid  brilliancy.  "This  I  know, 
unless  you  leave  me,  as  I  have  begged,  I 
will  never  willingly  see  j^ou  again.  You 
are  the  best  judge  of  whether  you  believe 
what  I  say." 

"Women  are  fools,"  exclaimed  Evert 
Winthrop  ;  "  vows,  renunciations,  eter- 
nal partings — nothing  less  contents  them. 
Oh,  I  believe  you  !  You  would  keep  a 
vow  or  die  for  it,  no  matter  how  utterly 
senseless  it  might  be.  Of  course  I  want 
to  see  you  again,  so  I  will  go  now — that 
is,  for  a  while.  I  will  even  go  back  to 
East  Angels." 

He  took  her  hand,  though  she  did  not 
extend  it.  "You  have  been  extremely 
unreasonable,"  he  said.  Though  he  obey- 
ed, she  should  feel  that  he  had  the  mastery 
still;  he  obeyed  only  because  she  was  un- 
reasonable. 

He  left  her,  and  rode  back  to  the  hotel. 
Mr.  Moore  learned  by  chance,  a  few  hours 
later,  that  he  had  returned  to  East  Angels. 

This  had  happened  three  days  before. 
It  was  now  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
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third  day,  and  the  house  was  prepared  for 
"Mis'  Horrel's"  departure,  Mr.  Moore, 
standing-  on  the  low  bank,  waved  his  hand 
in  farewell  as  the  boat,  rowed  by  two  old 
negroes,  carried  her  down  the  river. 

The  five  miles  seemed  short.  When 
the  men  turned  in  toward  the  hotel,  twi- 
lig'lit  had  fallen;  the  river  had  a  veil  of 
mist.  Margaret's  eyes  rested  vaguely  on 
the  shore.  Suddenly,  in  a  low  voice,  she 
said,  "Stop!" 

The  men  obeyed.  She  strained  her  eyes 
to  see  more  clearly  a  figure  under  the 
trees  near  the  landing.  It  was  a  man, 
dressed  in  gray  clothes;  he  was  walking 
up  and  down.  They  could  see  him  as  he 
moved  to  and  fro,  but  he  could  not  see 
their  low  boat,  pausing  out  there  in  the 
fog. 

Margaret  seemed  to  have  satisfied  her- 
self. "Row  out  now  into  the  stream," 
she  said,  briefly. 

And  in  a  few  minutes  the  shore,  left 
behind  them,  was  but  a  dark  line. 

"  I  have  changed  my  mind ;  I  shall  not 
sleep  at  the  hotel,  after  all.  You  can  take 
me  back  home — to  the  house  on  the  point, 
I  mean;  then,  to-morrow  morning,  you 
can  be  there  again  at  dawn,  and  bring  me 
up  here  in  time  for  the  steamer;  it  will  do 
quite  as  well." 

The  old  men,  without  comment  either 
of  mind  or  tongue,  patiently  rowed  her 
back  down  the  river.  They  had  a  pro- 
found respect  for  "Mis'  Horrel,"  but  they 
had  long  ago  decided  that  all  the  Northern 
people  at  Izard's  (the  old  Florida  name  of 
the  house  on  the  point)  were  "  cuse  folks" ; 
they  had  ways  of  their  own  for  doing  ev- 
erything, ways  that  were  always  "mighty 
quare." 

It  was  true  that  Lanse  had  had  a  good 
many  ways. 

When  they  reached  the  point,  Marga- 
ret, after  charging  her  oarsmen  to  be  there 
again  promptly  at  dawn,  dismissed  them, 
and  walked  up  the  path  alone  toward  the 
house.  No  lights  were  visible  anywhere. 
There  was  a  young  moon,  and  she  looked 
at  her  watch;  it  was  not  yet  nine  o'clock. 
Mr.  Moore  had  apparently  gone  to  bed  at 
a  very  early  hour. 

The  truth  was  that  during  all  this  visit 
of  his  on  the  river  Mr.  Moore  had  kept 
much  later  hours  than  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  keeping  at  home.  As  he  always  woke 
at  dawn,  Penelope  had  long  ago  persuaded 
him  of  the  wisdom  of  "piecing  out"  his 
night   at   the   earlier    end.     Mr.    Moore, 


therefore,  "pieced"  it;  he  went  to  bed  be- 
fore ten.  As  he  seldom  fell  asleep  until 
after  midnight,  he  had  a  good  deal  of  time 
for  meditation  during  the  preceding  inter- 
val. Not  for  him  any  more  were  those 
delightful  last  half-hours  when  the  wood 
fire,  if  it  was  winter,  always  seemed  at  its 
brightest,  or,  if  it  was  summer,  the  moon. 
Penelope  said,  "Now,  Middleton,"  and 
Middleton,  as  Dr.  Kirby  once  expressed  it, 
"now'd." 

.  On  the  present  occasion,  after  partak- 
ing of  the  supper  which  Dinah  had  pre- 
pared for  him,  he  sent  the  old  woman  to 
her  home ;  then,  remembering  that  he  had 
a  week  of  arrears  to  make  up,  he  went  to 
his  room,  though  there  was  still  a  gleam 
of  sunset  in  the  west. 

Margaret  understood  w4iat  had  happen- 
ed; she  determined  that  she  would  not  dis- 
turb him.  Probably  it  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  way  into  the  house;  no 
Southern  house  was  closed  at  night  with 
the  thoroughness  of  Northern  care.  As 
she  had  expected,  among  all  the  numer- 
ous windows  on  the  ground-floor,  she 
found  one  which  she  could  raise;  light 
and  lithe,  she  easily  effected  an  entrance, 
and  stole  on  tiptoe  to  a  room  upstairs  in 
the  south  wing,  where  she  knew  there  w^as 
a  lounge  whose  pillows  had  been  left  in 
place.  She  had  her  travelling  bag  with 
her  (her  trunks  had  been  sent  to  the 
hotel  early  in  the  day),  but  she  did  not 
intend  to  undress;  she  would  take  what 
sleep  she  could  on  the  lounge  until  dawn, 
covered  by  her  travelling  shawl.  But 
she  was  more  weary  than  she  knew,  and 
nature  was  kind  that  night;  very  soon 
she  fell  asleep. 

The  figure  she  had  seen  was,  as  she  h^d 
thought,  that  of  Evert  Winthro]3.  He 
had  come  back. 

It  might  have  been  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider a  return  to  the  river  prohibited,  so 
long  as  he  did  not  go  down  to  the  house 
on  the  point:  there  was  no  law,  certain- 
ly, against  a  man's  travelling  where  he 
pleased.  He  had  not  been  down  to  the 
house  on  the  point.  He  had  staid  at  the 
hotel  all  day.  He  had  seen  her  trunks 
when  they  arrived,  and  he  knew  from 
their  being  there  that  she  must  be  expect- 
ing to  take  the  next  morning's  steamer, 
northward  bound.  Was  she  coming  her- 
self to  the  hotel  to  sleep  ?  After  a  while 
he  made  the  inquiry;  his  tone  was  care- 
less ;  he  asked  at  what  hour  they  expected 
her. 
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'*I  will  be  surprised  if  she  is  not  here 
by  supper-time/'  was  tlie  answer  lie  re- 
ceived. 

At  sunset  he  went  down  to  the  slioj-e 
and  strolled  to  and  fro  thei-e.  As  usual, 
when  alone,  he  had  his  hands  well  down  in 
the  pockets  of  his  closely  buttoned  morn- 
ing coat;  now  and  then  he  took  them  out 
to  light  a  fresh  cigarette.  But  thougli  he 
thus  kept  watch,  he  did  not  see  the  boat 
that  stole  up  in  the  fog,  floated  off-shore 
for  a  moment,  and  then  disappeai'ed 
again. 

That  night,  at  three  o'chjck.  Middleton 
Moore  woke  with  the  feeling  that  he  had 
been  attacked  by  asthma,  and  that  Penel- 
ope was  trying  to  relieve  him  with  long 
smoking  wisps  of  thick  brown  paper  (her 
accustomed  remedy),  which  she  lighted  at 
the  candle  and  then  blew  out;  there  were 
thousands  of  these  smoking  wisps. 

Then  consciousness  became  clearer,  and 
he  perceived  that  there  was  no  Penelope 
and  no  candle,  but  that  there  was  smoke. 
He  sprang  up  and  opened  the  door;  there 
was  smoke  in  the  liall  also.  "The  house 
is  on  fire,"  Avas  his  thought.  "How  for- 
tunate that  there  is  no  one  here!"  He 
threw  on  his  clothes,  drew  on  his  boots, 
and  seizing  his  coat  and  hat,  ran  down 
the  hall.  His  room  was  on  the  ground- 
floor.  He  looked  into  the  other  rooms 
as  he  passed;  there  was  smoke,  but  no 
flame.  Yet  he  could  distinctly  perceive 
the  unmistakable  odor  of  burning  wood. 
"It  must  be  upstairs,"  he  said  to  himself. 
He  unlocked  the  house  door,  and  ran 
across  the  lawn  in  order  to  see  the  upper 
story. 

Yes,  there  were  the  flames.  At  present 
only  little  tongues,  small  and  blue  ;  but 
they  would  grow.  They  were  creeping 
along  under  the  cornice,  licking  it  fur- 
tively, craftily,  and  constantly  they  grew 
a  little  more  yellow.  This  told  him  that 
the  fire  had  a  strong  hold  within,  since  it 
had  made  its  way  outward  through  the 
main  wall.  It  would  be  useless  for  him 
to  attempt  to  fight  it,  with  the  water  at  a 
distance  and  no  one  to  assist.  The  old 
mansion  was  three  stories  high.  "It  will 
go  like  tinder,"  he  thought. 

His  next  idea  was  to  save  for  Margaret 
all  he  could.  Jamming  his  clerical  hat 
tightly  dow^n  on  his  forehead,  he  began 
to  carry  out  articles  hurriedly  from  the 
lower  rooms,  and  pile  them  together  at 
the  end  of  the  lawn.  True  book-lover, 
he  said  to  himself,  "How  lucky  that  the 


books  are  gone!"  The  books  were  to  ac- 
com])any  Margaret  on  her  journey'  north- 
ward. He  worked  very  hard;  he  ran,  he 
carried,  he  piled  up;  then  he  ran  again. 
He  lifted  and' dragged  ponderous  weights. 
The  perspiration  stood  in  drops  on  his 
face.  But  even  then  he  made  a  mental 
list  of  the  articles  he  was  saving:  "Six 
parlor  chairs;  one  centre  table,  of  mahog- 
any; a  work-table,  with  fringe;  a  secreta- 
ry, with  inlaid  top ;  a  sofa."  In  the  lower 
rooms  the  smoke  was  blinding  now.  Out- 
side, the  tongues  of  flame  had  grown  into 
a  broad  yellow  band. 

Suddenly'  the  lii-e  burst  through  the 
roof  in  half  a  dozen  places,  and,  freed,  rose 
with  a  leap  high  in  the  air.  Heretofore 
there  had  been  but  little  noise;  now  there 
was  the  sharp  sound  of  crackling  and 
burning,  and  the  roar  of  flames  under  un- 
checked headway  was  beginning  to  make 
itself  heard.  The  sky  was  tinged  with 
the  red  glow;  the  garden  took  on  a  festal 
ail",  with  all  its  vines  and  flowers  lighted 
up  rosily  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

Mr.  Moore  did  not  stop  to  look  at  all 
this,  nor  to  call  the  flames  "grand."  In 
the  first  place,  he  did  not  think  them 
grand,  eating  up  as  they  were  a  good 
house  and  a  large  quantity  of  most  excel- 
lent furniture.  In  the  second,  he  had  not 
time  for  adjectives.  He  was  bent  upon 
saving,  if  possible,  a  certain  low  book-case 
he  remembered,  which  stood  in  the  upper 
hall  near  the  stairs.  He  had  always  ad- 
mired that  book-case  (which  was  part  of 
the  ample  supply  of  furniture  which  had 
been  sent  down  from  New  York  by  Mar- 
garet's order) ;  he  had  never  seen  a  book- 
case before  that  was  unconnected  \yit\i 
associations  of  more  or  less  insecure  step- 
ladders,  or  an  equally  insecure  stepping 
upon  chairs,  for  the  upper  shelves.  It 
was  heavy ;  but,  being  empty  now,  he 
hoped  he  should  be  able  to  save  it. 

He  jammed  his  hat  hard  down  upon 
his  forehead  again  (he  should  certainly 
be  obliged  to  have  a  new  one;  he  was 
treating  this,  his  best,  as  a  fireman  does 
his  helmet),  and  ran  back  into  the  house. 
But  the  flames  had  now  reached  the 
lower  hall ;  they  had  burned  down  as 
well  as  up,  and  he  was  obliged  to  content 
himself  with  a  hat-stand  near  the  door. 
As  he  was  dragging  this  out  he  heard 
shouts,  and  recognized  the  voices  as  those 
of  negro  women.  When  he  had  reach- 
ed the  lawn  with  his  prize,  clear  of  the 
smoke,  there  they  were,  Dinah  and  Rose 
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a;nd  four  other  women;  they  had  seen  the 
light,  and  had  come  running-  from  their 
cabins,  which  were  half  a  mile  to  the 
north,  down  the  shore.  They  were  great- 
ly excited.  One  stout  young  girl,  Polly 
by  name,  black  as  coal,  jumped  up  and 
•down,  bounding  high  like  a  ball  each 
time.  She  was  unconscious  of  what  she 
w^as  doing;  her  eyes  were  on  the  roaring 
flames;  every  now  and  then  she  gave  a 
tremendous  yell.  Old  Rose  and  Dinah 
wept  and  bewailed  aloud. 


Dar  goes  de  settin'-room  winders — oh ! 


— oiv 

'•Dar  goes  de  ux^steers  dumbly  —  oh  I 

mv  r 

Another  of  the  women,  a  thin  old  crea- 
ture, clapped  her  hands  incessantly  on  her 
legs,  and  shouted,  "  De  glory's  a-comin' 
in  de  maiv-nin !'' 

Mr.  Moore  deposited  his  hat-stand  un- 
<ier  a  tree,  and,  standing  still  for  a  mo- 
ment, wiped  his  hot  forehead.  He  did  not 
attempt  to  stop  their  shouting;  he  knew 
that  it  would  be  useless.  He  thought  with 
regret  of  that  book-case. 

And  now  there  came  a  shout  louder,  or 
at  least  more  agonized,  than  any  of  the 
others,  and  round  the  corner  of  the  house 
appeared  the  boy  Primus.  He  ran  toward 
them,  shouting  still;  with  each  step  he 
almost  fell.  "She's  dar — Mis'  Horrel!'' 
The  words  had  a  whistling  sound,  as  if 
his  breath  came  through  a  parched  throat. 
And  it  was  parched — parched  with  fear. 

He  too  had  seen  the  light,  and  approach- 
ing the  place  from  the  south,  the  direction 
of  his  mother's  cabin,  he  had  passed,  in 
Tunning  toward  the  front,  the  narrow 
high  south  wing.  And  here  at  a  window 
lie  had  seen  a  face — the  face  of  Margaret 
Harold. 

Mr.  Moore  was  gone  at  the  boy's  first 
<cry.     The  others  followed. 

The  south  wing  was  not  visible  from 
the  front.  Its  third  story  w^as  in  flames, 
and  the  back  and  sides  of  the  ground- 
floor  had  caught;  but  at  a  second-story 
window  (which  she  had  opened)  they  all 
saw  a  face — that  of  Margaret  Harold ;  the 
glare  of  the  main  building  showed  her 
features  perfectly.  They  could  not  have 
heard  her,  even  if  she  had  been  able  to 
call  to  them,  the  roar  of  the  fire  was  now 
so  loud. 

"She  can  not  throw  herself  out ;  it's  too 
high;  and  we  liave  no  blanket.  There's 
a  door  below,  isn't  there  ?  And  stairs  ?" 
It  was  Mr.  Moore's  voice  that  asked. 


"  Yes,  passon,  yes.  But  it's  all  a-biihn- 
in  r 

Mr.  Moore  clasped  his  hands,  holding 
them  to  his  breast,  and  bowing  his  head; 
it  did  not  take  longer  than  a  breath.  Then 
he  started  toward  the  wing. 

"Oh,  passon,  passon,  yer  dassenti  It's 
miir — der  /" 

"Oh,  passon,  yer  can't  help  her  now, 
de  sweet  lady;  it's  too  late.  Pray  for  her 
2/ere,  passon :  she'll  go  right  straight  up; 
she's  wunner  der  Lawd's  oioi  chillun,  de 
dove!" 

"  Oh,  passon !  yer  mussunt !  De  Lawd 
ain't  willin'  fer  tivo  ter  die." 

The  negro  women  clung  about  him. 
But  he  shook  them  off.  Going  hastily 
forward,  he  broke  in  the  smouldering  door 
and  disappeared.  His  moment's  x^i'ayer 
had  been  for  his  wife,  in  the  case— which 
he  knew  was  probable — that  he  should  not 
come  from  that  door  alive. 

The  gap  he  had  made  revealed  the  red 
fire  within.  Behind  the  stairs  the  whole 
back  of  the  wing  was  like  a  glowing 
furnace. 

The  negroes  now  all  knelt  down;  they 
had  no  hope.  With  tears  and  clasped 
hands  they  began  to  sing  their  funeral 
hymn. 

The  fire  had  reached  the  second  story; 
Margaret's  face  had  disappeared. 

A  bravery  which  does  not  reason  will 
sometimes  conquer  in  the  teeth  of  reason. 
Any  one  would  have  said  that  no  man 
could  pass  through  that  den  of  fire  alive, 
much  less  bring  forth  from  there  another 
life  besides  his  own.  One  chance  existed ; 
it  was  one  amid  a  dozen  close,  much  closer, 
probabilities  of  a  horrible  death.  It  lay 
in  swiftness,  and  in  the  courage  to  walk, 
without  heeding  burned  feet,  directly 
across  floors  already  in  a  glow. 

Middleton  Moore  crossed  such  floors; 
he  went  unshrinkingly  up  the  scorching 
stairs.  He  found  Margaret  by  sense  of 
touch  in  the  smoke-filled  room  above,  and, 
tearing  off  his  coat,  he  lifted  her  as  she 
la}"  unconscious,  wrapped  her  head  and 
shoulders  in  it,  and  bore  her  swiftly  down 
the  burning  steps,  and  through  the  fiery 
hall,  and  so  out  to  the  open  air.  His  eye- 
brows, eyelashes,  and  hair  were  singed; 
his  face  was  blistered.  Brands  and  sparks 
had  fallen  like  hail  upon  his  shoulders 
and  arms,  and  scorched  through  to  the 
skin.  His  boots  were  burned  off,  the 
curled  leather  was  dropping  from  his 
burned  feet.    His  breath  was  almost  gone. 
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He  gave  Margaret  to  the  women,  and 
sank  down  himself  upon  the  grass;  he 
could  not  see;  he  felt  very  weak;  some- 
thing was  tightening  in  his  throat. 

The  boy  Primus  with  great  sobs  ran 
like  a  deer  to  the  well  for  water,  and, 
bringing  it  back,  held  a  cupful  to  the  lips 
of  the  blinded  man. 

Mr.  Mooi-e  drank.  •"Thank  you,  Pri- 
mus," he  said. 

Margaret,  though  still  unconscious,  ap- 
peared to  be  unhurt ;  the  skirt  of  her  dress 
was  burned  in  several  places.  The  wo- 
men chafed  her  hands,  and  bathed  her 
face  with  the  fresh  water.  Once  she  open- 
ed her  eyes,  but  immediately  unconscious- 
ness came  over  her  again. 

With  a  crash  the  northern  wing  fell  in. 

*'De  front  '11  go  nex\"  said  Primus. 
"We  mus'  git  'em  'way  from  dish  yer." 

The  women  lifted  Margaret  tenderly, 
and  bore  her  to  the  end  of  the  lawn.  Mr. 
Moore  rose  on  his  burned  feet,  and.  lean- 
ing on  the  boy's  shoulder,  slowly  made 
his  way  thither  also.  Their  forlorn  little 
group,  assembled  near  the  piled-up  furni- 
ture, was  bright!  V  illuminated  bv  the  flame. 


Presently  the  front  fell  in.  And  now, 
as  the  roar  was  less  fierce,  they  could  hear 
the  gallop  of  a  horse;  in  another  minute 
Evert  Winthrop  was  among  them.  He 
saw  only  Margaret.  He  knelt  by  her  side 
and  called  her  name. 

And  as  though  it  was  a  voice  calling 
from  a  far  distance  across  a  broad  sea,  she 
heard  him  and  opened  her  eyes. 

"De  passon  done  it,"'  said  Primus,  as 
Winthrop  raised  her — "de  passon.  He 
jess  walk  right  sti*aight  inter  de  buhiiin, 
roar  in'  flameses  I  En  he  brung  her 
out.  " 

Mr.  Moore  had  not  seen  Winthrop,  he 
could  see  nothing  now.  He  seemed,  be- 
sides, a  little  bewildered,  a  little  confused. 
As  Winthrop  took  his  hand  and  spoke  ta 
him.  he  lifted  his  face  with  its  scorched 
cheeks  and  closed  eyes,  and  answered: 
* '  There  was  some  furniture  saved,  I  think. 
I  think  I  saved  a  little.  Six  parlor  chairs 
— if  I  am  not  mistaken ;  yes.  and  a  centre 
table — of  mahogany.  And  a  sofa.  I  was 
sorry  about  that  book-case.'' 

•  •  Hear  de  lamb !"  said  one  of  the  negro 
women,  bursting  into  fresh  tears. 


MANUAL  TRAINING. 

BY  CHARLES  H.  HAM. 


IT  is  the  bane  of  this  time,  as  of  all  pre- 
vious ages,  that  education  is  regarded 
as  a  polite  accomplishment  merely,  hav- 
ing very  little  to  do  with  the  real  busi- 
ness of  life.     This  superficial  view  is  an 
inheritance  from  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
the  curriculum  of  whose  schools  consisted 
mainly  of  exercises  in  rhetoric  and  logic. 
The    revival  of  learning,  four  hundred 
years  ago.  was  the  renaissance  of  classi- 
cism.    In  the  schools,  proficiency  in  the 
languages  of  peoples  whose    institutions 
had  long  since  perished  was   made   the 
test   of    scholarship.     The  sciences  were 
neglected,    and   the   useful    arts   treated 
with  Platonic  scorn.     Bacon,  Locke,  and 
Rousseau    made  war  upon  the  scholasti- 
cism of  the  universities,  showing  its  pov- 
erty as  an  educational  force,  and  Come- 
nius,  Pestalozzi,  and  Froebel  struggled  to 
supplant  abstract  methods  of  instruction 
by   the  introduction  of  object  teaching. 
Progrress  was,  however,  very  slow,  for  the 
school-masters  resisted  stubbornly.     And 
the  speculative  spirit  not  only  then  con- 
trolled, but  still  controls,  the  schools  of 


the  civilized  world.  In  1840,  Mr.  Horace 
Mann  encountered  the  extreme  of  violent 
opposition  at  the  hands  of  the  Boston 
school- masters  in  his  efforts  to  inaugurate 
certain  educational  reforms  in  Massachu- 
setts, the  citadel  of  the  American  common- 
school  system.  Only  twenty-five  years 
ago  'Sir.  Herbert  Spencer  said  of  the 
schools  of  England:  'The  vital  know- 
ledge— that  by  which  we  have  grown  as  a 
nation  to  what  we  are.  and  which  now 
underlies  our  whole  existence,  is  a  know- 
ledge that  has  got  itself  taught  in  nooks 
and  corners,  while  the  ordained  agencies 
for  teaching  have  been  mumbling  little 
better  than  dead  formulas.  "  The  now 
famous  Walton  report  was  prepared  and 
issued  in  1869.  It  shows  conclusively 
that  Mr.  ^Vlann's  proposed  reforms  were 
effectually  resisted.  In  presenting  that 
report  to  the  public,  the  committee  say: 
•'There  has  been  a  slavish  adherence  to- 
text-books,  and  no  room  given  for  freedom 
and  originality  of  thought.  Rules  have 
been  memorized,  and  the  children  taught 
to  recite  from  the  text-book,  while  they 
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have  not  had  the  slig-htest  conception  of 
the  true  meaning  of  the  subject.  The 
memory  is  cultivated  and  the  reason  al- 
lowed to  slumber." 

An  educational  revolution  began  in  the 
country  of  Peter  the  Great,  that  bold  ruler 
who,  willing-  to  serve  that  he  might  learn, 
cast  aside  his  royal  robes,  and  in  the  dis- 
guise of  a  workman  acquired  the  art  of 
ship-building,  by  building  ships  with  his 
own  hands.  And  this  revolution,  w^hich 
is  called  manual  training,  is  now  sweep- 
ing rapidly  to  its  culmination  in  this 
country.  From  the  dust  of  three  hun- 
dred years  of  neglect,  M.  Victor  Delia 
Vos  rescued  Bacon's  aphorism,  "Educa- 
tion is  the  cultivation  of  a  legitimate  fa- 
miliarity betwixt  the  mind  and  things," 
and,  w^ith  a  rare  touch  of  inspiration, 
made  it  the  vital  principle  of  art  culture 
in  the  curriculum  of  the  Imperial  Tech- 
nical School  of  Moscow. 

In  1876,  at  Philadelphia,  Dr.  John  D. 
Runkle,  then  President  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology,  inspecting 
the  exhibits  in  the  mechanic  arts  depart- 
ment of  the  Centennial  Exposition,  paused 
before  a  cabinet  of  models  in  iron,  con- 
sisting of  three  graded  series,  showing  suc- 
cessive steps  in  the  manipulations  of  chip- 
ping and  filing,  forging,  and  machine-tool 
work.  He  had  observed  that  graduates  of 
the  mechanical  engineering  department 
of  the  Institute  w^ere  obliged  to  take  one 
or  two  years  of  apprenticeship  to  qualify 
themselves  for  j^ositions  of  trust  in  charge 
of  important  works;  and  how  to  remedy 
this  defect  in  their  equipment  was  a  i^rob- 
lem  he  had  long  pondered.  The  models 
solved  it.  Through  them  he  saw  that  the 
mechanic  arts  could  be  taught  to  classes 
'  *  through  a  graded  series  of  examples  by 
the  usual  laboratory  methods  w^hich  are 
used  in  teaching  the  sciences."  In  a  let- 
ter to  the  writer  he  says:  "In  an  instant 
the  problem  I  had  been  seeking  to  solve 
was  clear  to  my  mind ;  a  plain  distinction 
between  a  mechanic  art  and  its  applica- 
tion in  some  special  trade  became  appar- 
ent." Dr.  Runkle  was  so  enthusiastic  in 
regard  to  the  discovery  he  had  made  that 
he  lost  no  time  in  laying  the  subject  be- 
fore the  trustees  of  the  Institute,  who,  un- 
der the  influence  of  his  ardent  advocacy, 
promptly  sanctioned  his  views,  and  within 
the  year  a  mechanic  arts  department  was 
organized,  a  building  with  the  necessary 
laboratories  erected,  a  class  formed,  and 
the  new  method  of  instruction  introduced. 


It  was  in  this  way  that  manual  train- 
ing as  an  educational  agency  made  its 
advent  in  the  schools  of  the  United  States. 
It  came  labor-stained,  but  proudly,  not 
humbly,  as  of  old;  and,  strange  to  say, 
knocked  first  at  tbe  door  of  the  universi- 
ties, knocked  in  the  name  of  science  and 
the  arts,  in  the  name  of  the  age  of  steel. 
It  made  no  quarrel  with  Greek  and  Latin, 
not  caring  even  duly  to  a.ssert  its  own  eld- 
ership. It  came  as  if  sent  by  a  power 
above  question,  and  was  received,  if  not 
graciously,  at  least  respectfully.  And  it 
is  a  curious  coincidence  that  the  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  the  educational  value 
of  the  classics,  while  not  participated  in 
by  the  noted  champions  of  the  new  educa- 
tion, began  contemporaneously  with  tlie 
assertion  of  the  high  educational  value  of 
manual  training.  But  since  the  appear- 
ance of  the  '  •  College  Fetich"  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  the  paper  of  President  Eliot,  and  of 
papers  by  a  score  of  other  distinguished 
educators  and  laymen,  the  question  is  no 
longer,  Is  there  room  in  the  schools  for 
manual  training?  but,  Is  there  room  for 
the  classics  ? 

Manual  training  has  laid  hold  upon  the 
imagination  of  the  American  people.  The 
register  of  the  Chicago  Manual  Training 
School  contains  the  names  of  visitors  from 
all  parts  of  this  country,  from  Canada, 
and  from  England.  On  last  Commence- 
ment-day seven  hundred  persons  visited 
the  school,  passing  through  the  several 
laboratories  and  witnessing  the  exercises. 
It  is  true,  many  of  those  visitors  were  rel- 
ations and  personal  friends  of  students ;  but 
relations  and  personal  friends  of  students 
of  schools  of  the  old  regime  visit  them 
very  infrequently.  Many  of  the  visitors  of 
manual  training  schools  are  women.  They 
are  enthusiasts  on  the  subject  of  the  new 
education.  Their  comprehension  of  it  is 
clearer  than  that  of  men.  This  is  doubt- 
less because  they  are  possessed  of  a  higher 
degree  of  intuition,  are  more  imaginative, 
more  unselfiiih  and  less  ambitious,  and 
have  less  aversion  to  labor.  Froebel 
found  women  better  adapted  to  the  work 
of  teaching  than  men.  The  Kindergarten 
and  manual  training  are  identical  in  prin- 
ciple ;  but  the  Kindergarten  has  struggled 
long,  and  as  yet  unsuccessfully,  except  in 
a  few  instances,  for  admission  to  the 
schools,  w-hile  manual  training,  a  thing 
of  yesterday  in  its  educational  aspect,  has 
conquered  all  the  educational  outposts, 
and  now  waits  onlv  the  formal  surrender 


406 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


of  the  garrison  of  the  citadel.  It  possesses 
the  fascination  of  the  concrete  as  opposed 
to  the  drowsy  efPect  of  abstract  specula- 
tion. The  Manual  Training-  School  Build- 
ing itself  powerfully  attracts  the  healthy, 
active  boy.  Smoke  issues  from  the  tall 
•chimnej^  that  rises  high  above  the  roof, 
.and  the  hum  of  machinery  is  heard,  and 
the  lieavy  thud  of  the  sledge  resounding 
on  the  anvil  makes  music  in  the  ear. 

The  interior  is  more  attractive  still. 
The  rhythmic  motion  of  the  polished  Cor- 
liss engine  responds  to  the  now  thi'obbing 
lieart  of  the  expectant  lad.  The  shafting 
in  the  wood-turning  laboratory  speaks  of 
mystery.  It  is  a  labyrinth  of  belts,  large 
and  small,  of  wheels,  big  and  little,  of  pul- 
leys and  lathes.  A  student  moves  a  lever 
a  few  inches,  and  the  breath  of  life  is 
breathed  into  the  complicated  mass  of 
machinery.  From  the  engine  far  away 
■come  the  currents  of  its  power.  The  whir 
of  steam-driven  machines  salutes  the  ear, 
and  the  class  of  twenty-four  students  take 
their  places  at  the  lathes.  So  in  the  lab- 
oratory of  forging  the  furnace  fires  give 
back  an  answering  glow  to  the  glow  of 
the  visiting  lad's  flushed  cheeks.  All  this 
is  in  very  sharp  contrast  to  the  monotony' 
of  the  recitation-room  of  the  old  regime. 
The  superiority  of  the  new  over  the  old 
•education  consists  largely  in  the  fact  that 
it  alternates  the  purely  mental  with  the 
mental  and  manual  exercise  combined. 

During  the  pauses  of  labor  in  the  labora- 
tories of  the  Manual  Ti-aining  School  the 
well-equii»ped  instructor  delivers  a  series 
of  brief  lectures  on  subjects  growing  logic- 
ally out  of  the  exercises.  In  the  draw- 
ing-room he  sketches  in  bold  outline  the 
biographies  of  the  great  masters  of  the 
graphic  art.  In  the  laboratory  of  carpen- 
try he  discusses  the  natural  history  of  cer- 
tain trees,  and  considers  the  qualities  of 
woods,  their  adaptability  and  various  uses. 
In  the  wood-turning  laboratory  the  sub- 
ject of  the  history  of  turnery  is  found  to 
be  not  less  delightful  than  inexhaustible, 
and  the  manipulations  of  the  iron  and 
steel  laboratories  are  closely  allied  to  all 
the  great  events  of  the  world's  histojy. 
The  moulding  aiid  casting  laboratory  is 
richly  suggestive  of  subjects  for  discus- 
sion. 

The  most  valuable  feature  of  manual 
training — its  mental  and  moral  influence 
— is  very  imperfectly  understood  in  this 
country,  and  not  at  all  in  Europe,  except 
in  Russia,  if  indeed  it  be  there,  where  the 


laboratory  method  of  instruction  in  the 
mechanic  arts  which  bears  the  Russian 
name  originated.  The  trade  .schools  of 
Germany,  France,  and  England  grew 
out  of  industrial  rivalries.  They  are  the 
product  of  a  struggle  for  commercial, 
mercantile,  and  manufacturing  suprem- 
acy. They  liave  their  root  in  the  mer- 
chant's grim  law  of  necessit^y — the  neces- 
sity of  underselling  his  rival.  Their  pur- 
])ose.  for  example,  in  France,  is  to  make  a 
doll  for  a  cent  less  than  it  can  be  made  in 
Gei'many.  and  in  Germany  to  make  a 
penknife  for  a  cent  less  than  it  can  be 
made  in  France;  and  they  have  the  .sanc- 
tion and  support  of  government,  because 
they  increase  the  tax-paying  capacity  of 
the  subject  in  the  exact  ratio  of  the  in- 
crease of  his  productive  ])Ower. 

The  trade  school  is  the  vestibule  of  a 
factory  or  shoj),  and  the  trade  school  pu- 
pil is  an  a])prentice — an  apprentice  a  hun- 
dredfold better  trained  than  the  appren- 
tice of  the  old  regime,  but  still  an  appren- 
tice. He  becomes  a  cog,  a  wheel,  a  pin- 
ion, a  lever,  or  a  shaft  in  a  machine  adapt- 
ed to  certain  ])roductive  processes.  And 
the  more  efficient  he  is  as  part  of  the  ma- 
chine, the  le.ss  power  he  has  to  determine 
the  share  he  shall  receive  of  its  products, 
and  the  less  capacity  wisely  to  dispose  of 
the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

Germany  has  more  trade  schools  than 
any  country  in  the  world,  but  her  people 
are  thereby  neither  enriched  nor  made 
contented.  Every  year  large  numbers  of 
her  labor  class  bid  adieu  to  the  father-land 
and  flock  to  these  shores,  and  the  drain  of 
the  flower  of  the  labor  class  of  a  popula- 
tion is  an  irreparable  loss  of  national  Vi- 
tality. 

The  trade  school  at  its  best  is  a  special 
school  which  does  not  aim  to  give  a  gen- 
eral education.  It  is  hence  one-sided.  In 
establishing  or  aiding  it  the  state  places 
upon  its  graduates  the  brand  of  inferior- 
ity, since  it  reserves  for  the  universities 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  its  high- 
est honors. 

The  trade  schools  of  Europe  are  perpet- 
uating a  system  of  caste  in  education 
which  it  is  the  chief  mission  of  the  civili- 
zation of  this  age  to  destroy.  They  gi-adu- 
ate  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and  turners, 
but  they  fail  to  equip  men  for  an  equal 
chance  in  the  battle  of  life.  In  Holland 
there  is  a  government  commission  whose 
duty  it  is  to  procure  situations  for  the 
graduates  of  trade  schools,  and  to  "watch 
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over  them  for  several  years."  The  g-radu- 
ates  of  properly  organized  and  conducted 
:schools  will  create  situations  for  them- 
selves, and  show  by  the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness with  which  they  discharge  the  du- 
ties thereof  tliat  they  require  no  watching. 

There  is  a  disposition  in  this  country,  in 
tsome  quarters,  to  imitate  the  European 
system  of  trade  schools.  Professor  Rob- 
ert H.  Thurston,  of  Cornell  University, 
recommends  (1)  drawing  and  the  modifi- 
cation of  methods  of  instruction  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  sciences  in  existing  schools ; 
(2)  the  institution  of  special  courses  of 
instruction,  and  the  foundation  of  trade 
schools,  "having  for  their  object  the 
teaching  of  the  principles  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  leading  industries  in  localities 
in  which  such  action  would  be  justified"; 
;and  (3)  the  creation  of  one  or  more  tech- 
nical colleges. 

There  can,  of  course,  be  no  objection  to 
the  establishment  of  trade  schools  for  spe- 
cial purposes;  but  if  Professor  Thurston's 
proposition  contemplates  the  limitation 
of  all  technical  instruction  to  such  spe- 
cial schools,  it  involves  the  introduction 
to  the  United  States  of  the  European  spe- 
cial or  caste  educational  system — weav- 
ing schools  in  Massachusetts,  ship-build- 
ing schools  in  Maine,  schools  of  mechan- 
ism in  Pennsylvania,  and  agricultural 
schools  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
Schools,  they  should  be  called,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  caste,  and  not  merely  the  caste 
of  modern  Europe,  but  the  more  rigid 
caste  of  ancient  Egypt,  which  "compelled 
the  man  to  follow  the  occupation  of  his 
father,  to  marry  within  his  class,  to  die  as 
he  was  born,"  thus  making  of  society  an 
•organized  injustice. 

It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  the  Malthu- 
sian  theory  of  the  laiv  of  life — that  brutal 
theory  which  necessitates  the  starvation 
of  hundreds  of  men  that  one  man  be  well 
fed — to  the  theory  of  humanity  and  gen- 
tleness— that  bright  theory  which  con- 
templates the  salvation  and  elevation  of 
the  race  through  the  development  of  the 
best  aptitudes  of  all  its  members.  The 
Russian- American  system  of  manual  train- 
ing promotes  the  humane  theory  of  life, 
because  (1)  it  dignifies  labor,  (2)  it  is  a 
powerful  intellectual  stimulus,  and  (3)  it 
is  the  great  discoverer  of  truth,  and  hence 
a  moral  agent  of  incalculable  force.  It 
should  therefore  be  made  a  part  of  every 
system  of  popular  education.  For  if  it  is 
•confined  to  the  colleges  and  universities, 


few  will  avail  of  its  advantages,  since  by 
the  time  the  student  shall  have  reached 
that  advanced  stage  of  his  course  he  will 
have  contracted  a  feeling  of  aversion  to- 
ward labor,  and  will  have  determined  to 
enter  one  of  the  so-called  learned  profes- 
sions. The  small  number  of  students  en- 
rolled in  the  several  mechanic  art  annex- 
es of  the  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
United  States  confirms  the  truth  of  this 
observation.  There  is,  I  believe,  only 
one  exception  to  this  rule— that  of  the 
Manual  Training  School  of  the  Washing- 
ton University  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
which  has  an  enrollment  of  229  students. 
That  school  is,  however,  practically  inde- 
pendent of  the  i)arent  institution,  since  it 
was  founded  and  is  maintained  chiefly 
through  the  munificence  of  private  indi- 
viduals. But  when  the  manual  training 
school  is  so  situated  as  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  grammar-school  boys,  its 
register  is  promptly  filled.  It  has  the 
same  fascination  for  the  boy  of  twelve  to 
fifteen  years  of  age  that  the  Kindergarten 
has  for  the  child  of  four  years.  It  en- 
chains the  attention  of  the  student,  and  it 
does  not  weary  him ;  and  these  two  con- 
ditions constitute  a  state  of  receptivity 
which  is  an  assurance  of  such  intellectual 
growth  as  is  not  to  be  gained  in  any  school 
of  the  old  regime. 

The  progress  of  manual  training  in  the 
United  States  during  the  last  few  years 
has  been  very  great,  whether  it  be  consid- 
ered from  the  stand-point  of  the  growth  of 
public  sentiment  on  the  subject,  or  from 
that  of  its  introduction  to  existing  schools, 
public  and  private,  and  the  establishment 
of  independent  schools.  It  is  in  some 
form  in  certain  of  the  schools  of  twenty- 
five  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  there 
are  at  least  forty  educational  institutions 
in  the  country  where  it  is  made  part  of 
the  course  of  instruction.  The  character 
of  the  schools  into  which  manual  training 
has  been  introduced  is  varied.  The  range 
is  from  the  most  noted  colleges  and  uni- 
versities in  the  land  to  the  public  schools 
of  small  cities. 

In  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven. 
Connecticut,  a  simple  form  of  hand  and 
eye  training  was  adopted  two  years  ago, 
and  the  experiment  proved  so  satisfac- 
tory that  it  is  to  be  extended  through  all 
the  grades,  "selecting  the  kind  of  work 
best  suited  to  the  age  and  capacity  of  each 
pupil,  from  the  Kindergarten  to  number 
twelve."     Professor  Dutton,  superintend- 
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eiit  of  tlie  New  Haven  schools,  thus  de- 
fines manual  training:  "It  rests  upon  the 
supreme  fact  that  body  and  mind  act  and 
react  upon  each  other;  tliat  any  act  is  a 
tliougbt  expressed;  that  the  application  of 
the  hand  and  eye  to  systematic  and  artist- 
ic pursuits  produces  a  reflex  benefit  to  the 
mind  of  tbe  worker;  that  hand -work 
awakens  spontaneity  of  feeling,  strength- 
ens the  will,  and  insures  a  maximum  of 
power." 

The  department  of  practical  median ics 
of  Purdue  University,  Indiana,  is  now  six 
years  old.  From  its  inception  to  the  pre- 
sent time  it  lias  been  in  charge  of  Profess- 
or William  F.  M.  Goss,  a  graduate  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
He  writes:  "I  believe  that  a  well-devised 
practice  in  any  of  the  constructiv^e  arts, 
involving  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
student's  time,  will  yield  as  much  mental 
improvement  as  will  result  if  the  whole 
time  be  devoted  to  study  from  text-books." 

Professor  A.  M.  Bumann,  a  graduate  of 
the  St.  Louis  Manual  Training  School,  and 
now  in  charge  of  laboratory  exercises  and 
drawing  in  the  High  School  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  writes  tliat  he  has  sixty  pupils, 
that  the  St.  Louis  Manual  Training  School 
course  has  been  adopted,  that  the  "boys" 
are  very  fond  of  the  work,  that  it  meets 
with  great  favor  from  the  citizens,  and 
that  the  Board  of  Education  designs  to 
place  the  new  methods  of  instruction 
within  the  reach  of  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  public-school  pupils. 

Professor  John  M.  Ordway,  late  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  now  at  the  head  of  the  man- 
ual training  department  of  the  Tulane 
University  of  Louisiana,  writes  from  New 
Orleans:  "Manual  training  is  to  form  a 
part  of  every  one  of  the  courses  in  our 
high-school  department.  We  shall  have 
all  that  is  given  in  the  School  of  Mechan- 
ic Arts,  in  Boston,  and  considerably  more. 
We  have  a  prospect  of  a  very  large  school 
the  coming  year,  and  I  believe  not  a  few 
are  attracted  by  the  manual  training. 
The  'boys'  were  enthusiastic  last  year." 

Dr.  Joseph  CShattuck,  Dean  of  the  Den- 
ver (Colorado)  University,  writes  that  man- 
ual training  was  inaugurated  as  a  depart- 
ment of  that  institution  October  12,  1885, 
in  charge  of  Professor  Charles  H,  Wright, 
a  graduate  of  the  St.  Louis  Manual  Train- 
ing School. 

In  Mrs.  Hemen way's  vacation  school 
for  girls,  in  Boston,  the  pupils  have  this 


year,  as  well  as  last,  had  instruction  in  the 
use  of  carpenters'  tools.  A  visitor  writes : 
"The  work  that  I  saw  there  in  August 
[1885}  was  quite  as  good  as  any  boy's 
woi'k.  The  same  girls  also  had  instruc- 
tion in  cookery,  and  in  drawing  and  sew- 
ing. They  were  also  doing  embroidery 
from  their  own  designs." 

Professor  H.  H.  Dinwiddie  writes:  "  In 
spite  of  its  name,  the  conditions  of  its  en- 
dowment fund,  and  its  avowed  object,  tho^ 
State  Agricultural  College  of  Texas  was 
founded  on  the  plan  of  the  old  classical 
and  mathematical  college,  and  had  no  in- 
dustrial features  whatever  till  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1880.  At  that  time  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  State  had  con- 
demned so  decidedly  and  repeatedly  tlic 
misappropriation  of  the  funds  and  per- 
versions of  the  energies  of  the  college,  un- 
der its  administration  as  a  literary  school, 
that  the  directors  found  it  necessary  to  re- 
organize it  on  an  industrial  basis."  He 
adds:  "The  college  offers  two  distinct 
courses  of  study,  the  agricultural  and  the 
mechanical,  and  the  majority  of  students 
choose  the  mechanical  course,  and  show 
great  interest  in  its  manual  instruction." 

The  University  of  Minnesota  has  had  a 
manual  training  department  since  1881, 
and  Pi'ofessor  M.  A.  Pike  writes  that  they 
are  "  breaking  ground  for  a  new  building 
for  a  college  of  mechanic  arts,  which  will 
contain  fully  equipped  shops  [laborato- 
ries] for  vise- work,  forging,  wood- work, 
pattern-work,  and  moulding."  He  adds 
that  there  is  an  agitation  in  the  city  school 
board  of  Minneapolis  on  the  subject  of 
adopting  manual  training  as  part  of  the 
course  of  public  instruction.  / 

The  Le  Moyne  Normal  Institute,  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  is  a  private  school  for  the 
education  of  colored  youth  of  both  sexes. 
In  the  department  of  manual  training  it 
gives  to  girls  needle- work,  a  course  in 
choice  and  preparation  of  food,  with  prac- 
tice in  an  experimental  kitchen,  and  a 
course  in  nursing  and  care  of  the  sick. 
As  a  complement  to  this  training  for  girls, 
Professor  H.  J.  Steele  writes :  "  I  am  about 
to  erect  workshops  [laboratories]  for  train- 
ing our  boys  in  wood-working,  iron- work- 
ing, and  moulding.  The  course  is  to 
comprise  two  years,  two  hours  per  da}^  at 
the  benches.  We  shall  also  have  type- 
setting and  printing  as  specialties." 

Professor  Newton  M.  Anderson  writes 
from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  that  a  building  is 
in  process  of  erection  in  that  city  designed 
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for  manual  training"  exclusively.  It  is 
intended  to  receive  pupils  from  the  public 
high  schools,  which  will  close  at  2  o'clock, 
P.M.,  thus  giving  them  an  opportunity  for 
three  hours'  instruction  daily  in  the  labo- 
ratories. Courses  of  evening  lectures  will 
be  given  on  physics,  mechanics,  chemis- 
try, and  mathematics,  and  there  will  also 
be  evening  classes  in  drawing. 

The  University  of  Wisconsin  has  a  de- 
partment of  ' '  Practical  Mechanics. "  Pro- 
fessor Charles  I.  King",  in  charge  of  it, 
writes  that  he  began  in  1877  with  two 
students,  and  increased  the  number  to 
thirty-eight  in  1884.  He  adds :  ' '  We  are 
now  erecting"  a  building  with  laboratories 
for  carpentry,  forging",  foundry,  and  ma- 
-chine-tool  work,  which  will  accommodate 
about  one  hundred  students." 

In  the  public  schools  of  Gloucester, 
Massachusetts,  there  is  a  manual  training" 
department,  with  provision  "for  the  in- 
struction on  Saturdays  of  boys  from  the 
two  upper  classes  of  the  grammar  schools 
in  the  use  of  some  of  the  principal  tools, 
and  in  carpentry" ;  and  in  Peru,  Illinois, 
the  "Gloucester"  plan  has  been  adopted. 

In  Moline,  Illinois,  for  the  last  two  years 
"the  Board  of  Education  has  awarded  to 
pupils  in  the  public  schools  premiums  for 
'  the  best  specimens  of  a  variety  of  indus- 
trial work,  as  for  example:  Articles  of 
furniture,  articles  of  clothing,  articles  of 
food,  lace  and  artistic  needle- work,  wood- 
carving,  drawings,  free-hand  and  mechan- 
ical, etc.  These  awards  have  produced 
such  excellent  results  that  the  subject  of 
the  adoption  of  manual  training  as  part  of 
the  I'egular  public-school  coarse  is  being" 
-agitated.  Professor  W.  S.  Mack,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Moline  schools,  writes: 
"My  object  has  been  to  create  a  senti- 
ment that  would  favor  a  workshop  as  a 
necessary  part  of  the  school  system ;  not 
a  place  where  boys  are  taught  trades,  but 
a  place  where  they  can  get  that  discipline 
■of  hand  and  eye  which  is  absolutely  es- 
sential to  an  elementary  education." 

Instruction  in  the  elements  of  the  me- 
chanic arts  has  been  added  to  the  course 
of  the  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  of  Alabama.  It  is  in  charge  of 
Professor  George  H.  Biyant,  a  graduate 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy. Dr.  William  Leroy  Broun,  Presi- 
dent of  the  institution,  thus  states  its  pur- 
pose: "With  us  in  the  South,  where  the 
accumulated  capital  of  former  generations, 
the  potential  energy  of  a  century's  civili- 


zation, lias  passed  away,  the  object  of  edu- 
cation is  primarily—call  it  utilitarian  if 
you  please— to  increase  the  productive  ca- 
pacity of  the  boy,  to  make  him  a  pro- 
ducer, to  give  him  a  wages-earning  power. 
When  the  boy  becomes  a  man  he  must  do 
something.  His  capital  is  his  ability. 
With  young  men  thus  situated,  whose 
capital  will  be  their  ability  to  do,  beyond 
a  doubt  that  education  which  deals  with 
things,  with  the  concrete,  with  science,  will 
best  fit  them  to  stand  on  their  feet  and 
walk  alone." 

Four  great  events  in  the  current  history 
of  manual  training  have  occurred  within 
the  last  two  years,  in  the  order  stated, 
namely,  the  establishment  and  opening 
of  the  Chicago  school,  the  adoption  of 
manual  training  as  part  of  the  public- 
school  system  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
the  founding  of  the  Toledo  (Ohio)  school, 
and  the  incorporation  of  manual  training 
in  the  curriculum  of  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia.  The  Chicago  school  owes 
its  existence  to  the  Commercial  Club — a 
social  organization  consisting  of  sixty  Chi- 
cago merchants  and  business  men.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  club,  held  on  March  25, 
1882,  the  members  thereof  guaranteed  the 
sum  of  $100,000  for  the  support  of  the 
enterprise.  A  commodious  building  hav- 
ing been  erected,  the  school  was  opened 
February  4,  1884,  with  a  class  of  seventy- 
two  students.  A  second  class  of  seventy- 
two  was  admitted  in  the  following  Sep- 
tember, and  a  third  class  of  the  same  num- 
ber in  September,  1885.  The  first  class 
will  be  graduated  in  June,  1886.  To  enter 
the  school  the  applicant  must  be  fourteen 
years  of  age,  of  good  moral  character,  and 
able  to  pass  about  the  same  examination 
as  is  required  for  admission  to  the  Chi- 
cago public  high  schools. 

The  course  is  three  years,  and  the  tui- 
tion $240.  The  curriculum  on  the  mental 
side  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  of 
the  city  public  high  schools,  and  on  the 
manual  side  comprises  drawing  one  hour 
a  day,  and  laboratory  exercises  two  hours 
a  day,  in  the  following  order:  carpentry, 
wood-turning,  moulding'  and  casting,  for- 
ging, and  machine-tool  work.  The  present 
enrollment  of  students  is  152. 

The  object  of  the  Chicago  school,  as 
stated  in  the  articles  of  incorporation,  is, 
"instruction  and  practice  in  the  use  of 
tools,  with  such  instruction  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  in  mathematics,  draw- 
ing, and  the  English  branches  of  a  high- 
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scliool  course."  But  the  dosijjfu  of  tliose 
wlio  insi)irecl  its  eiulownient  aud  estaljlish- 
ineut  was  to  make  it  tlie  I'allyiujjr-poiut  of 
educational  reform,  tlie  seat  of  the  prop- 
as^auda  of  the  new  education.  It  was 
thoug-ht  that  from  tlie  vanta<re-fri*<>iiiid  of 
a  model  scliool  conspicuously  placed  it 
would  be  easy  to  show  the  value  of  man- 
ual trainini^  as  an  educational  force,  and 
hence  to  secure  its  admission  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  tlie  country,  into  every  f^i-ade 
of  wliich  it  must  enter,  beginninf^  with  the 
Kindergarten,  if  it  is  to  become  a  leading 
feature  of  general  education. 

Dr.  Henry  H.  BelHeld,  Director  of  this 
school,  has  been  twenty-five  years  an  in- 
structor— nine  years  of  which  time  has 
been  spent  in  tlie  primary  and  grammar 
schools,  seven  years  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  high  schools  of  Chicago,  and  two 
years  in  his  present  position.  As  to  the 
intellectual  and  physical  results  of  the 
new  education,  as  they  have  fallen  under 
his  observation,  he  makes  the  following 
important  statement:  "My  pupils  have 
been  neither  exceptionally  brilliant  nor 
unusually  well  fitted  on  entering ;  yet 
their  academic  work  compares  well  in 
quantity  and  quality  with  that  of  corre- 
sponding classes  in  other  high  schools, 
notwithstanding  that  three  houi-s  are 
daily  devoted  to  laboratory  work  and 
drawing.  While  this  work  makes  a  de- 
mand on  brain  as  well  as  on  muscle,  it  is 
a  rest  from  the  old  regime  routine,  and 
seems  not  to  impede  progress  in  purely  in- 
tellectual exercises.  The  etl'ect  on  liealtli 
of  pupils'  laboratory  exercises  was  not  a 
subject  of  observation  or  inquiry  w4tli  me 
until  my  attention  w^as  directed  to  it  by 
parents,  several  of  wiiom  stated  that  their 
sons  had  never  before  reached  the  end  of 
a  school  year  without  'breaking  down' 
and  leaving  school  temporarily.  The  tes- 
timony to  improved  health  has  been  uni- 
form, with  a  few  exceptions.  Two  am- 
bitious boys  have  shown  slight  effects  of 
overwork;  three  have  been  excused 
wholly  or  partly  from  forging,  their  eyes 
being  unable  to  endure  the  light  and  heat 
of  the  fires." 

One  month  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Chicago  school— on  March  3,  1884— the 
Baltimore  school  ''for  manual  training" 
was  opened.  The  course  was  modelled 
after  that  of  the  mechanic  arts  department 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, and  the  institution  was  made  a  part 
of  the  city  public-school  system.     In  his 


fii-st  report  Dr.  Richard  Grady,  Director, 
ol)serves  that  it  is  the  lirst  instance  of  the 
connection  of  manual  training  with  a  city 
puldic-school  ;>ystem.  and  adds:  '"  It  rej)re- 
sents  the  last  and  i)oldest  step  that  has 
been  taken  to  relieve  })ublic  education 
from  the  accusation  that  it  is  '  unpracti- 
cal,'and  its  incei)tion  marks  an  era  in  the 
educational  history  of  Baltimore."  The 
rei)ort  also  states  that  "although  it  was 
intended  not  to  have  a  cla.ss  of  more  than 
forty  or  fifty  ])upils  at  first,  so  numerous 
wei'e  the  ap])lications  for  admission  tliat 
the  month  of  March  clo.sed  witli  sixty-two 
students  on  the  roll.  April  with  eiglity, 
June  with  one  liundred.  and  Sei)teniber 
with  one  hundi'ed  and  tifty."  Mi*.  Henry 
X.  Wise,  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Baltimore,  speaks  of  the  popularity  of  the 
manual  training  department,  and  believes 
not  only  that  it  will  prove  to  be  an  edu- 
cational success,  but  that  it  will  lead  ulti- 
mately to  the  engrafting  of  industrial  work 
upon  the  primary  and  grammar  schools. 
He  adds:  "Manual  trainingshould  not  be 
entirely  confined  to  the  boys'  schools,  and 
it  is  recommended  that  steps  be  taken  to 
introduce  sewing  into  the  schools  attended 
by  girls." 

The  Toledo  (Ohio)  school  was  establish- 
ed in  1884,  in  temporary  quarters,  with 
sixty  students  of  the  high  school,  ten  of 
w^hom  were  girls,  taking  its  course  of 
training.  During  the  present  year  a  large 
building  has  been  erected  for  the  use  of 
the  school,  and  its  enrollment  of  students 
is  now  over  200,  of  \vhom  fifty  are  girls,  all 
students  also  of  the  high  school,  whose 
entire  enrollment  is  275.  The  school  owes 
its  existence  to  a  bequest  made  thirteen 
years  ago  by  the  late  Jesup  W.  Scott  for  the 
promotion  of  industrial  education  in  con- 
nection ^vitli  the  public-school  system.  It 
supplements  the  high  school,  giving  the 
manual,  while  the  high  school  gives  the 
mental,  training.  Its  course  occupies  three 
years,  and  is  substantially  the  same  for 
boys  as  the  manual  side  of  the  course  of 
the  schools  of  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  The 
course  for  girls  comprises  free-hand  and 
mechanical  drawing,  designing,  mould- 
ing, wood-carving,  cutting,  fitting,  and 
making  garments,  type-writing,  and  do- 
mestic science,  including  the  art  of  pre- 
paring and  cooking  food,  house  decora- 
tion, and  care  of  tlie  sick.  Mr.  A.  E.  Ma- 
comber,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Toledo 
University,  which,  jointly  with  the  city 
Board  of  Education,  constitutes  the  Board 
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of  Management  of  the  Manual  Training- 
School,  writes:  "  The  brightest  and  most 
faithful  pupils  of  the  high  school  have 
eagerly  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  manual  instruction,  and  the 
zeal  v^'ith  which  the  new  work  is  pur- 
sued has  added  a  fresh  charm  to  school 
life." 

The  public-school  authorities  and  in- 
structors of  Toledo  are  giving  the  reform 
movement  their  hearty  support.  Profess- 
or J.  W.  Dowd,  Superintendent,  declares 
that  "the  training  in  the  manual  school 
lets  in  a  flood  of  light  upon  a  thousand 
things  but  imperfectly  understood  be- 
fore," and  adds,  "All  of  the  manual  ex- 
ercises are  mental  exercises."  Professor 
Adams,  an  instructor,  says:  "The  work 
of  the  Manual  Training  School  compels 
the  student,  whether  bright  or  dull,  to 
give  carefuP  thought  to  every  step  he 
takes.  Guess-work  or  hurried  work  will 
not  make  a  perfect  joint  nor  a  perfect 
square,  nor  will  it  make  the  lines  of  a 
drawing  sustain  to  one  another  their  prop- 
er relations.  The  effect  of  this  one  fact 
on  our  pupils'  study  and  class-room  work 
can  not  be  overestimated.  Manual  train- 
ing and  mental  training  are  mutually  re- 
creative. The  two  courses  of  work  taken 
together  tend  to  form  habits  of  thought- 
fulness,  habits  of  methodical  work,  and 
habits  of  exactness,  besides  the  mutual  in- 
terest that  they  afford  each  other." 

The  establishment  of  the  Toledo  Manu- 
al Training  School  in  connection  with,  the 
public  -  school  system  of  the  city  is  the 
third  and  culminating  step  in  educational 
progress  taken  in  Ohio,  it  having-  been 
preceded  by  the  adoption  in  the  State 
University  of  a  course  of  instruction  in 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  by  the  founding  at 
Cleveland  of  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
Sciences. 

A  revolution  in  educational  methods 
has  occurred  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  Spring  Garden  Institute,  established 
long  ago  by  Mr.  Charles  G.  Leland,  show- 
ed thepracticability  of  hand-training;  Mr. 
Edward  T.  Steel,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  for  years  advocated  man- 
ual training  in  a  general  way:  and  Mr. 
James  MacAlister,  who  went  from  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  in  1883,  to  accept  the 
superintendency  of  the  schools  of  the  city, 
writes  that  he  found  public  opinion  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  manual  train- 
ing being  added  to  the  public  education, 
but  that  nothing-  had  been  done  to  g-ive  it 


organized  shape.  It  is  easy  to  understand 
how,  under  his  magnetic  influence,  the 
movement  quickly  crystallized.  Moved  by 
the  pei'suasive  force  of  his  tongue  and  pen, 
the  "Councils"  appropriated  money,  and 
the  Board  of  Education  organized  a  ma.nu- 
al  training  school  as  part  of  the  educational 
system  of  the  city,  as  free  as  any  otlier  of 
the  public  schools :  and  it  went  into  opera- 
tion in  September  last,  with  one  hundred 
and  thirty  pupils — all  that  could  then  be 
accommodated.  Its  course  of  instruction 
is  similar  to  that  of  the  schools  of  Boston, 
St.  Louis,  and  Chicago.  The  school  is  a 
high  school,  with  manual  exercises  con- 
stituting a  feature  of  equal  importance 
with  the  mental  exercises.  The  first  ob- 
servation in  regard  to  this  new  school 
made  by  visitors  is  that  the  pupils  take 
more  interest  in  its  exercises  than  is  usu- 
ally taken  by  pupils  in  the  exercises  of 
schools  of  that  grade.  The  school  meets- 
with  the  most  unqualified  approval  of  the 
public,  and  the  Board  of  Education  designs, 
to  establish  three  or  four  more  schools  of 
similar  character.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Superintendent  and  the  board  to  furnish 
the  school  with  a  reference  library  and  a 
small  museum,  "illustrating  the  raw  ma- 
terials and  manufactured  products  of  the 
more  important  industries  of  the  country, 
and  to  some  extent  drawings  and  models- 
showing  the  evolution  of  the  fundamental 
tools  and  machines." 

Another  feature  of  the  reorganized  ed- 
ucational system  of  Philadelphia  is  the 
School  of  Industrial  Art,  which  is  open  to 
the  grammar-school  pupils  of  both  sexes, 
who  are  admitted  once  a  week  for  two 
hours.  The  course  of  instruction  com- 
prises drawing-  and  design,  modelling,, 
wood-carving,  and  certain  exercises  in 
carpentry  and  joinery  and  metal-work. 

A  third  feature  is  sewing,  which  is 
made  part  of  the  regular  course  of  in- 
struction in  every  girls'  school  above  the 
primary.  The  work  is  graded,  and  forms 
a  sj'stem  of  sequential  steps.  Thirty-twa 
special  sewing  instructors  are  now  em- 
ployed, but  it  is  intended  ultimately  to 
have  the  instruction  given  by  the  regular 
class  instructors.  A  fourth  feature  is  the 
free  Kindergarten,  which  can  not  be  made 
part,  officially,  of  the  public-school  estab- 
lishment, because  the  legal  school  age  in 
Pennsylvania  is  six  years.  But  an  asso- 
ciation called  the  Sub-primary  School  So- 
ciety has  founded  twenty -eight  Kinder- 
gartens and  supports  them,  with  the  aid 
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of  an  appropriation  f  roni  the  School  Board, 
as  adjuncts  to  the  reo;uUxr  schools. 

Philadelphia  has  thus  the  most  com- 
plete course  of  manual  instruction  of  any 
city  in  the  country,  consisting*  of  the  Kin- 
derofarten,  the  School  of  Industrial  Art  for 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  grammar  schools. 
and  the  "Manual  Training  School"  for 
boys  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

Superintendent  MacAlister  writes  that 
the  conviction  obtains  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  is,  in  his  opinion,  growing  in 
the  public  mind  generally,  that  every 
child  should  receive  manual  training; 
that  a  complete  education  implies  the 
training  of  tlie  hand  in  connection  with 
the  training  of  the  mind,  and  that  this 
feature  must  ultimately  be  incorporated 
into  the  public  education.  He  concludes: 
"I  feel  encouraged  to  go  forward  with 
the  work.  The  great  principles  which 
underlie  the  system  are  with  me  intense 
convictions,  and  thej'  mean  nothing  less 
than  a  revolution  in  education.  The 
new  system  is  the  realization  of  tlie  dream 
of  every  great  thinker  and  reformer  in 
education,  from  Comenius,  Locke,  and 
Rousseau  to  Pestalozzi,  Froebel,  and 
Spencer.  My  conviction  and  action  in 
connection  with  this  movement  are  based 
upon  what,  in  my  judgment,  should  con- 
stitute an  education  designed  to  prepare 
a  human  being  for  the  social  conditions 
of  to-day,  and  not  merely  for  the  indus- 
trial demands  of  our  time.  And  this 
must  be  realized  in  the  public  schools,  or 
they  will  fail  in  accomplishing  the  ends 
for  which  they  were  instituted  and  are 
maintained." 

The  limit  of  space  forbids  consideration 
of  other  manual  training  schools,  some  of 
which  are,  however,  well  known  to  the 
public,  as  that  of  St.  Louis,  Professor  Ad- 
ler's  Working-man's  School  in  New  York 
city,  and  the  mechanic  arts  department  of 
Girard  College. 

In  conclusion,  a  mere  reference  must 
suffice  to  the  most  important  feature  of 
the  new  education,  namely,  its  moral  ef- 
fect. Fidelity  to  truth  is  the  test  of  hon- 
esty, and  it  is  through  the  hand  that  we 
find  the  truth.  A  purely  mental  acquire- 
ment is  a  theorem  —  something  to  be 
proved.  Whether  the  theorem  is  suscep- 
tible of  proof  is  always  a  question  until 
the  doubt  is  solved  by  the  act  of  doing. 


and  this  is  so  simply  because  all  theoretic- 
al knowledge  is  incomplete.  Exclusively 
mental  training  does  not  produce  a  sym- 
metrical character,  because  it  merely 
teaches  the  stvident  how  to  think,  and  the 
essential  complement  of  thought  is  action, 
and  the  character  that  is  not  symmetric- 
al is  false.  To  produce  a  symmetrical 
character,  the  mind  and  the  hand  must 
be  in  alliance.  There  is  the  sharpest  pos- 
sible contrast  between  the  old  and  the 
new  educational  methods.  The  old  are 
subjective;  the  new  are  objective;  and  it 
is  in  things,  not  in  speculation,  that  we 
find  the  truth.  It  is  ])ossible  to  juggle 
with  words,  to  make  the  worse  appear  the 
better  reason,  but  a  lie  in  the  concrete  is 
always  hideous.  It  was  not  without 
strong  reason  that  Anaxagoras  character- 
ized man  as  the  wisest  of  animals  because 
he  has  hands,  for  wisdom  is  the  power  of 
discriminating  between  the  true  and  the 
false,  and  this  power  of  discrimination  is 
exerted  through  the  hands.  Civilization 
is  what  education  makes  it.  If  society  is 
false  and  corrupt.  th(;  fault  lies  in  the 
training  of  the  individuals  of  whom  it  is 
composed.  Manual  training  promotes  al- 
truism because  it  is  objective.  Its  effects 
flow  outward;  they  relate  to  the  human 
race.  The  skilled  hand  confers  benefits 
upon  man,  and  the  act  of  conferring  them 
has  a  reflex  moral  effect  upon  the  mind. 
On  the  contrary,  tlie  old  system  of  educa- 
tion, consisting  of  subjective  processes, 
promotes  selfishness.  Its  effects  flow  in- 
ward; they  relate  wholly  to  self.  All 
purely  mental  acquirements  become  a  part 
of  self,  and  so  remain  forever  unless  they 
are  transmuted  into  acts  or  things 
through  the  agency  of  the  hand.  And 
the  last  analysis  of  selfishness  is  deprav- 
ity. The  ancient  civilizations  perished  be- 
cause man  retained  the  savage  instinct  of 
selfishness.  Each  individual  sought  his 
own  interest  in  scorn  of  the  interests  of 
all  others,  and  in  the  struggle  society  was 
convulsed  and  wrecked.  The  education- 
al methods  of  the  ancients  were  subject- 
ive. In  the  schools  of  rhetoric  and  logic 
the  nobles  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  ex- 
clusively trained.  They  became  masters 
of  the  art  of  oratory.  In  the  use  of 
words  they  were  adroit;  of  things  they 
were  ignorant.  Under  this  system  society 
retrograded  to  a  state  of  savagery.  Self- 
ishness did  its  perfect  work  in  resolving 
society  into  its  original  elements. 


BOLITA,  OR   THREE-BANDED    ARMADILLO. 
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HAPPY  is  the  animal  whose  anatomy 
enables  him  to  assume  the  shape  of  a 
sphere.  What  contentment  must  be  his 
as  he  rolls  himself  into  that  perfect  form, 
protective  alike  from  the  malice  of  ene- 
mies and  the  impertinent  curiosity  of 
friends ! 

Few  animals  are  able  to  pack  their  flesh 
and  bones  into  this  admirable  shape, 
though  many  attempt  it  more  or  less  suc- 
cessfully during-  sleep.  Of  those  which 
have  attained  perfection  in  the  art  one  of 
the  most  attractive  is  a  comparatively 
unknown  South  American  animal,  be- 
longing to  the  shield-bearers,  the  ball 
armadillo,  or  Dasypus  apar  of  the  natu- 
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ralist.  This  little  creature,  scarcely  more 
than  a  foot  in  length,  is  nearly  covered  by 
a  horny  case  curiously  divided  into  hex- 
agonal plates,  with  three  bands  around  his 
body,  giving  him,  when  walking  about, 
the  droll  appearance  of  wearing  a  deco- 
rated blanket  held  in  place  by  three  gir- 
dles. Over  his  broad  face,  almost  hiding 
his  eyes,  is  a  pointed  shield  of  the  same 
material,  and  the  upper  side  of  his  short 
tail  is  similarly  protected. 

So  perfect  is  this  fellow's  mastery  of  the 
process  of  turning  himself  into  a  ball  that 
upon  the  slightest  provocation,  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy,  or  even  the  unwel- 
come touch  of  a  recognized  friend,  he  will 
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roll  himself  up  instantly,  and  with  a  vio- 
lent snap,  which  not  unfrequently,  in  the 
latter  case,  severely  nips  the  offendin;.;:  fin- 
gers between  the  sharp  edg-es  of  his  armor. 

Nothing  can  be  more  ludicrous  than  to 
see  two  of  these  odd  little  creatures  in  a 
disagreement.  A  fight  between  them  pos- 
sesses none  of  the  unpleasant  features  of 
an  ordinary  contest,  but  appears  more 
like  a  sham  battle.  The  injur\^  each  one 
aims  to  do  his  opponent  is  to  bite  the  ears, 
or  with  his  claws  to  tear  the  tough  skin 
between  the  three  bands.  They  scuffle 
without  much  ferocity  till  one  gets  a  slight 
ad  vantage,  Avhen,  presto!  snap  I  his  enemy 
has  become  a  ball,  and  a  ball  he  patiently 
remains,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  beast  or 
man,  till  he  has  tired  out  his  assailant,  or 
considers  it  x^roper  to  unbend. 

In  this  shape  the  armadillo  is  safe  from 
the  attacks  of  larger  animals,  with  which 
he  could  not  for  an  instant  cope.  The 
jaguar  prowling  through  the  woods  in 
search  of  food  may  roll  him  about,  but 
can  neither  crush  him  between  his  teeth 
nor  force  him  open  with  his  paw.  Monk- 
eys, which,  true  to  their  love  of  fun,  de- 
light in  teasing  small  and  harmless  ani- 
mals b}^  pulling  them  around  by  the  tail, 
look  in  vain  for  a  tail  to  take  hold  of.  It 
is  not  unlikely  that  he  enjoys  some  lively 
rolling  about  at  the  hands  of  these  frolic- 
some quadrumana,  although  no  such  per- 
formance has  been  reported.  Only  from 
man,  who  can  take  him  up  and  carry  him 


home  to  unroll  at  his  leisure,  is  this  safe- 
guard no  protection. 

The  apar  is  an  interesting  little  beast 
apart  from  his  habit  of  retiring  within 
himself.  He  is  lively,  inquisitive,  and 
playful,  and  therefore  much  sought  for  as 
a  pet.  His  walk  is  peculiar,  having  on 
the  fore-feet  three  long  claws,  on  the  tips, 
of  which  he  totters  about,  and  on  the  hind- 
feet  five  claws,  which  he  plants  flatly  on 
the  ground. 

It  is  curious  that  although  many  ani- 
mals assume  as  nearly  as  possible  a  spher- 
ical shape  in  sleeping,  this  little  fellow,  to 
whom  that  shape  is  so  familiar  and  easy, 
sleeps,  on  the  contrary,  stretched  out  his 
full  length,  resting  on  the  stomach,  \Vith 
fore -paws  laid  together  straight  before 
him.  head  flat  between  the  two,  and  shield 
arched  up  over  him  like  a  roof. 

Bolita  (little  ball),  as  he  is  called  by  the 
natives,  is  said  bj^  some  travellers  to  be  as- 
expert  at  tunnelling  as  at  ball-making. 
His  enormous  claws  being  admirable  dig- 
ging tools,  he  is  able  to  burrow  in  soft 
earth  so  rapidly  that  a  man  can  scarcely 
seize  him  before  he  is  out  of  sight.  Un- 
der-ground, if  still  pursued,  he  continues 
his  tunnel,  and  to  dig  him  out,  even  with 
all  the  wit  of  man  in  saving  labor,  is  the 
work  of  hours. 

The  ball  armadillo  is  much  sought  for 
by  the  natives  to  eat,  though,  when  caught, 
his  innocent,  attractive  ways  often  change 
his  destiny  from  roasting  in  his  own  shell 
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to  be  the  cherished  household  pet  and 
playmate  for  the  children,  whose  romps 
and  games  with  the  pretty  livmg  ball  are 
various  and  charming-  to  see. 

The  baby  bolita  is  one  of  the  drollest 
of  infants,  dressed  from  the  first  in  armor 
complete  as  that  of  his  elders,  but  light  in 
color,  and  soft  like  parchment. 

The  Old  World  furnishes  another  liv- 
ing ball  in  the  manis,  or  scaly  ant-eater. 
This  strange  animal  is  about  eighteen 
inches  in  length,  with  a  tail  as  long  as 
the  body,  and  a  protecting  armor  different 
from,  but  quite  as  effectual  as,  that  of  the 
armadillo.  From  nose  to  tip  of  tail  the 
manis  is  clothed  in  gray  horny  scales, 
shield-shape  and  convex,  so  that  they  lie 
closely,  lapping  over  each  other.  The 
tail  is  very  broad,  and  possesses  great 
muscles  of  such  power  that  several  men 
together  fail  to  move  it  from  its  chosen  i30- 
sition,  wrapped  around  the  ball  he  makes 
of  himself.     In  this  position  he  is   quite 


holds  it,  Avhile  leopards  and  jackals,  as 
well  as  men,  try  their  strength  on  him  in 
vain. 

The  manis  is  quite  as  odd  when  walk- 
ing about  as  the  armadillo,  though  not  in 
the  same  way.  The  claws  of  his  fore-feet 
being  long  and  curved,  he  turns  them  un- 
der or  back,  and  walks  on  the  outside  of 
them,  holding  his  back  highly  arched  as 
he  goes.  He  has  also  a  curious  manner 
of  standing  erect  on  his  hind-legs  for  a 
better  view  of  things,  using  his  broad  tail 
to  balance  himself. 

A  better-known  animal  of  ball-making 
habits  is  the  common  hedgehog,  of  whose 
spine -covered,  impervious  ball  we  have 
all  read  from  childhood,  if  Ave  have  not 
seen.  He  also,  like  the  armadillo,  resorts 
to  the  spherical  form  in  time  of  war. 
When  "having  it  out"  with  a  venomous 
snake,  for  instance,  he  will  give  a  savage 
bite  on  the  back,  and  instantly  retire  be- 
hind or  w^ithin  his  sharp  spines,  w^hich. 


NEWLY   DISCOVERED    PORCUPINE    ANT-EATER    (aNTHOGLOSSUS)    AND    CAIiPET-SNAKE. 


different  from  the  armadillo.  Instead  of 
offering  a  smooth,  hard  surface  to  the  en- 
emy, each  plate  stands  up  from  the  rest,  all 
presenting  an  array  of  sharp,  horny  points, 
extremely  unpleasant  to  the  touch  of  man 
or  beast.  To  assume  the  ball  shape  he 
places  his  head  between  the  fore  -  legs, 
wraps  the  tail  over  legs  and  head,  bring- 
ing it  up  on  to  the  neck,  and  there  he 


projecting  on  all  sides,  effectually  keep 
the  reptile  at  a  safe  distance.  After  a 
time  he  will  cautiously  unroll  and  take 
an  observation,  and,  if  the  snake  is  off  its 
guard,  give  another  sudden  bite,  and  so 
on  till  he  breaks  the  back.  In  the  same 
way  he  protects  himself  from  dogs,  which 
are  loath  to  attack  the  spiny  ball. 

Not  only  as  a  safeguard  from  enemies 
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is  this  accomplishment  useful  to  tlie  hedge- 
hog, but  as  a  protection  from  other  perils. 
Should  he  lose  his  hold  and  fall  from  a 
height,  even  of  twenty  feet,  he  instantly 
l)ulls  himself  together,  one  may  say.  into 
a  ball,  and  reaches  the  ground  unhurt. 
It  is  even  said  that  he  sometimes  chooses 
that  easy  way,  and  deliberately  throws 
himself  to  the  ground  rather  than  de- 
scend in  the  usual  manner. 

Next  to  the  hedgehog  among  living 
balls  is  his  namesake  of  Australia,  the 
porcupine  ant-eater,  echidna,  or  native 
hedgehog.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  oddest  even 
of  Australia's  oddities.  He  looks  like 
that  strange  bird  the  apteryx,  set  upon 
four  short  legs,  and  holding  its  long  bill 
in  horizontal  position.  The  ant-eater's 
snout  is,  however,  no  bird's  bill,  but  a  tube, 
with  only  a  small  opening  at  the  point  to 
atford  egress  to  the  long,  flexible,  slimy 
tongue,  which  seeks  its  food  in  ant-hills. 
The  animal  is  about  one  foot  long,  with 
hardly  a  vestige  of  a  tail,  and  a  back  cov- 
ered with  hairs,  and  spines  three  or  four 
inches  long.  He  has  no  teeth,  but  tongue 
and  palate  covered  with  short  spines  turn- 
ed backward,  which  are  quite  as  useful  to 
him.      In  fact,  he  is  one  of  the  most  unat- 


tractive of  creatures,  except  in  the  one 
particular  that  he  rolls  himself  up  for  pro- 
tection, and  presents  to  his  a.ssailant  a 
spiny  ball  not  at  all  agreeable  to  attack. 
He  is  a  great  burro  we  r.  and  prefei-s  to  hide 
himself  in  the  earth  if  he  has  time. 

The  echidna  is  a  mai^upial  animal,  and 
although  destitute  of  a  true  pouch,  carries 
the  black-haired  babies  in  cavities  which 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  pouch  till  they 
are  one-third  grown.  It  has  claws  strong 
enough  to  break  into  the  solid  habitations 
of  the  white  ants. 

The  largest  animal  known  to  a.ssume 
the  ball  shape  for  safety  is  the  black  bear 
of  the  Himalayas,  called  also  the  Thibetan 
sun-bear  (U.  Tibetan  us),  and  about  the 
size  and  color  of  our  American  black  bear. 
When  pursued  by  huntei'S  in  his  mount- 
ain home  he  will  draw  himself  into  a  huge 
ball  of  fur  and  deliberately  roll  down  the 
steep  hill-sides,  bounding  off  the  ledges, 
and.  of  course,  reaching  the  valley  much 
more  quickly  than  any  hunter,  who  can 
not  follow  his  convenient  short-cut.  At 
the  bottom  he  simply  unrolls,  shakes  him- 
self, and  walks  away  at  his  leisure. 

An  example  of  insect  balls  is  furnished 
bv  the  fire-ant  of  South  America.     Dur- 
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ing  the  floods 
which  period- 
ically drive 
them        from 


Fig:.  2.— Showing  Duck- 
bill in  the  form  of  a 
ball,  with  fore -paws 
protecting  bill. 


Fig.  1— Showing  Duck- 
bill in  the  form  of  a 
ball,  with  feet  and  bill 
Infolded. 


their  nests  these  in- 
telligent atoms  col- 
lect on  the  tips  of 
grass  stalks  in  solid 
balls,  each  formed 
of  many  ants,  and 
remain  closely  combined  for  mutual 
safety  till  the  waters  disappear. 

The  sea  furnishes  more  than  one  rep- 
resentative of  the  ball-makers,  of  which 
the  best  known  is  the  globe-fish  {Te- 
traodon),  familiar  in  its  dried 
state  in  our  marine  muse 
ums.      This    curious 
fish,  does  not  roll, 
but  sicells  it 
self  into   a 
nearly  per- 
fect sphere, 
in       which 
its       small 
tail     alone 
breaks    the 
uniformity 
of  the  shape, 
and    no    doubt 


tralia.     It  is  the  duck-billed  platypus,  or 
Ornithorhynchiis.       This    extraordinary 
creature,  possessing  features  of  both  birds 
and  beasts  of  the  most  opposite  character, 
adds  to  its  strange  ways  the  habit  of  roll- 
ing itself  into  a  most  perfect  ball.     An 
eminent  English  naturalist,  who  kept 
a  pair  in  confinement  and  carefully 
studied  their  manners,  present- 
ed to  the  London  Zoological 
Garden  a  drawing  of  one 
of  his  pets  in  this  com- 
mon sleeping  position, 
in  which   the   two 
would  lie  around 
the    floor   foi* 
hours  at  a 
time. 


Fig.  4. — Showing  attitude 
of  Duck-bill  in  opening  its  fur. 


THE    ORNITHORHYNCHUS,  OR   DUCK-BILL. 


It 


is  covered  with  spines, 
in  this  manner  renders 
itself  an  unpalatable  morsel  to  enemies 
in  the  great  deep.  Darwin  says  of  an 
allied  variety,  the  Diodon,  that  it  floats 
on  the  back  when  thus  distended,  and  is 
able  not  only  to  swim,  but  to  guide  itself 
in  this  position.  When  the  fish  becomes 
tired  of  what  one  must  suppose  this  un- 
comfortable state,  it  expels  the  water  with 
great  force. 

Many  animals  assume  as  nearly  as  they 
are  able  the  spherical  shape  for  safety  and 
warmth  in  sleep.  Most  familiar  of  these 
is  the  bird,  which  puffs  itself  into  a  beau- 
tiful fluffy  ball,  with  legs  drawn  complete- 
ly out  of  sight,  and  head  hidden  among 
the  feathers  of  the  shoulder.  The  first 
one  I  shall  mention  is  the  strangest  ani- 
mal of  that  land  of  unusual  forms,  Aus- 


To  accomplish  this  end  the  animal 
placed  the  fore-paws  under  the  beak,  bend- 
ing its  head  downward;  it  then  laid  the 
hind-paws  over  the  mandibles,  and  lastly 
turned  the  tail  up  over  all  to  make  the 
whole  complete,  when  it  looked  like  a 
well-made  fur  ball.  The  naturalist  was 
able  to  draw  down  the  tail,  and  thus  dis- 
close the  method  of  packing;  but  unless 
the  creature  was  sound  asleep  it  would 
growl  like  a  savage  puppy.  His  account 
of  tlie  manners  of  his  strange  pets  is  very 
readable.  Like  other  young  animals,  they 
were  extremely  playful,  and  their  antics 
being  like  those  of  puppies,  were  most  lu- 
dicrous in  creatures  so  oddly  shaped  as 
the  Ornitliovliynclius.  The  toilet  after 
bathing  was  of  great  interest.  In  this 
operation  they  used  the  claws  of  the  hind- 
feet  alone,  twisting  the  body  easily  in  ev- 
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ery  position  to  be  reached  by  them,  chan- 
ging  feet  when  tireil,  and  picking  the  fur 
as  a  bird  dresses  its  feathers.  Even  the 
liead  was  thus  combed  by  the  claws  of 
the  hind-feet,  and  after  an  hour  of  this 
work  the  little  creatui'es  wei*e  beautifully 
sleek  and  glossy. 

The  platypus  is  in  several  i*espects  one 
of  the  oddest  animals  in  the  world,  and 
sui-ely  it  is  one  of  the  last  we  should  ex- 
pect to  find  possessing  the  curious  habit 
of  rolling  itself  into  a  ball. 

Another   ci-eature    assuminsr   the   ball 


shape  for  safety  during  sleep  is  an  inter- 
esting little  fellow  fiv>m  the  same  coun- 
try, the  native  "bear,"  or  koala.  This  is 
a  most  attractive  little  beast,  not  much 
larger  than  a  cat,  and  clothed  in  long, 
ashy  gray  fur.  His  short  face,  with  its 
large  black  eyes  and  nose,  and  the  long 
hairy  decorations  of  his  ears,  give  him  a 
quaint  and  piquant  expression,  and  when 
— as  is  her  custom — the  maternal  koala 
travels  about  with  her  droll  black-haired 
baby  perched  upon  her  shoulders,  it  pre- 
sents one  of  the  most  charming  of  sights. 
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fl^HERE  were  eight  of  us,  four  being 
JL  ladies  and  four  gentlemen — all  of  us 
wearing  old  clothes,  and  most  of  us  big 
straw  hats — who  came  down  on  the  tri- 
weekly •■  construction  train"  of  the  South 
Florida  Railroad,  then  runnin£r  from  San- 


foixl  to  Kissimmee  City.  We  were  all 
peivlied  on  a  pile  of  lumber  on  a  flat  car, 
the  only  place  for  passengers  or  luggage. 
Our  party  was  a  youthful  and  adventurous 
one.  bound  on  a  'camping-out"  excur- 
sion :  still  it  hesitated  on  the  brink  of  the 
unknown,  and  having  reacheil  Kissimmee 
City,  we  pitched  our  tents  at  first  on  an 
island  near  it.  at  the  head  of  the  big  blue 
lake  Tohopekaliga.  The  new  town,  with 
its  sixteen  houses,  none  painted  or  white- 
washed, but  all  looking  as  new  and  yellow 
as  only  fresh  pine  lumber  can  look,  had 
at  least  the  beginnings  of  civilization — a 
;>akery,  a  restaurant,  and  hotel  in  process 
of  erection. 

Our  third  night  in  our  fii"st  resting-place 
was  passed  by  a  glorious  camp  fire  in  sol- 
emn conclave,  the  great  live-oaks  and  hick- 
ories and  cabbage-palms  of  that  beautiful 
"hammock  land"  around  us.  Four  of  us 
wei"e  i*eady  for  the  projected  journey  down 
the  river,  encouraged  thereunto  by  the 
optimistic  owner  of  a  sail-boat,  who  had 
haunted  us  during  our  stay.  He  did  not 
hint  that  no  ladies  had  ever  attempted 
such  a  trip  before:  far  be  it  from  him  to 
daunt  our  courage  I  On  the  contrary,  he 
discoursed  fluently  of  the  parties  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  to  visit  this  re- 
moter Southern  country,  of  their  successes 
in  hunting  and  fishing,  of  the  excellent 
camping  grounds,  and  of  the  wild  beauty 
of  the  Kissimmee  River.  The  owls  hoot- 
ed, the  fire  danced,  the  discussion  was  live- 
ly, and  farewell  glees  and  choruses  were 
sung  with  good-will. 

On  Friday  morning,  then,  after  cheerful 
good-byes,  the  four  restless  spirits  set  forth 
in  a  sail-boat  owned  and  manned  bv  the 
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person  who  acquired  with  them  the 
name  of  Wegg.  ' '  Maginnis, "  our  bach- 
elor, and  the  erect  and  rosy  young 
lady  whom  we  called  ' '  the  Major, "  the 
tall  young-  fellow  who  was  dubbed 
"  Leggins/'  and  his  wife,  our  ''Ma- 
tron," formed  the  party.  The  lug- 
gage consisted  of  bedding  rolled  with- 
in two  small  light  tents,  guns  and  fisli- 
ing-tackle,a  few  cooking  utensils, sacks 
of  meal  and  potatoes,  and  some  cooked 
provisions  in  a  tin  can.  Our  hand- 
bags, a  couple  of  folding  canvas  cots, 
and  two  closely  tied  up  hammocks 
completed  our  outfit;  while  beneath 
the  stern  seat,  which  Mr.  Wegg  occu- 
pied, rudder  in  hand,  was  stowed  an 
old  sack  containing  his  belongings. 

The  little  boat,  nineteen  feet  long 
and  five  and  a  half  wide,  went  gayly 
before  the  breeze,  past  the  islands  that 
crowd  the  upper  lake,  and  at  a  moder- 
ate pace  across  the  blue  waters  of  To- 


-irir 


i 
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hopekaliga  until  we  had  passed  Steer 
Beach.  But  the  lake  is  twenty  miles 
long,  and  as  the  breeze  died  away,  be- 
coming fainter  and  fainter  toward 
noon,  Mr.  Wegg  first  manifested  his 
surprising  facility  for '  'dropping  into 
X^oetry."  doubtless  to  cheer  us.  He 
burst  forth  into  a  recitation  beofin- 


"  Sweet  lake  of  Oneida,  thy  aqueous  flow," 

and  after  rendering  several  stanzas 
paused,  and  modestly  but  firmly  ob- 
served, "It  was  I  who  composed 
these  verses." 


420 


HARPERS  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Here  was  "a  literary  mau"  with  a 
vengeance  I  We  complimented  him  upon 
5 lis  talents,  and  he  then,  with  another  bui*st 
•f  good  feeling,  demanded  a  song.  As 
no  one  was  in  haste  to  render  it.  he  him- 
self. untrouble<l  by  false  shame,  cheerfully 
broke  forth  with  an  old  war  song  on  the 
theme  of  the  Monitor  and  the  Merrimac. 
(He  had  told  us  that  lie  had  been  a  Union 
soldier,  i  The  three  rebels  of  the  party 
listened  to  this  as  calmly  as  the  placid, 
pretty  young  lady  from  New  Hampshire. 

" '  Raise  your  voices,  every  one. 
Give  tiiree  ciieere  for  Ericsson, 

Who  gave  us  such  a  vessel,  neat  and  handy  0  I 
For  the  Union  thirty  cheers. 
For  the  Yankee  volunteers. 

And  three  for  Yankee  Doodle  Dandy  0  I' 

"The  breeze  seems  to  be  failing  us."  Mr. 
Wegg  blandly  concluded. 

•"We  shall  have  to  take  to  the  oars.  I 
suppose."  Maginnis  said. 

■  Oh,  why  l)e  in  such  haste  ?"  Mr.  Wegg 
playfully  i*emonstrated.  (Mr.  Wegg  and 
his  boat  were  hired  by  the  week,  and  not 
by  the  trip. )  "When  you  get  into  a  boat 
you  prepare  to  loiter  or  to  speed  at  the 
winds  will.  You  experience  diversity, 
and  sometimes  advei-sity.  Do  any  of  you 
remember  the  anecdote  of  Mrs.  Parting- 
ton,' Mr.  Wegg  continued,  still  moj*e  joy- 
ously and  playfully,  "how  she  called  on 
Isaac,  when  in  later  life  he  was  settled  in 
hispallyshul  mansion,  and  how.  dropping 
her  carpet-bag  u}K)n  the  velvet  I'oses  of  his 
parlor  floor,  she  rushed  forward,  and  seiz- 
ing his  baud,  exclaimed.  "Ike,  I've  been 
with  you  in  divei-sity.  and  111  never  for- 
sake you  in  posterity"  ?  Besides,"  added 
Mr.  Wegg,  i*eflectively,  "as  to  j'oicing.  it 
would  not  be  my  wish  to  work  you  gen- 
tlemen too  haixi.  but  as  I  told  you.  I  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  I  had 
a  waound  in  that  service,  since  when  my 
back  has  been  weak.  A  healthier  man.  till 
that  occm-rence,  was  probably  never  seen." 

This  was  news  indeed  1  Mi\  Wegg's 
weak  back  had  previously  been,  as  it  were, 
kept  in  the  dark.  He  had  been,  in  his 
own  language,  as  he  afterward  proved  to 
be,  "about  as  tough  as  you  make  'em.'' 
However.  mei*ely  to  help  the  sail  along, 
and  to  take  a  little  healtlif  ul  exeix?ise.  Ma- 
ginnis and  the  Mati^Dn  each  took  an  oar 
by-and-by,  and  entered  the  Kissimmee 
River  rowing. 

The  stream  here  at  its  beginning  is  a 
narrow  one,  and  winds  and  turns  shai-ply 
upon  itself.     Its  coui^e  between  Tohope- 


kaliga  and  the  next  lake  is  twelve  miles, 
though  the  distance  in  a  direct  line  is  Siiid 
to  be  only  four.  The  eight-foot  oars 
struck  the  lily  leaves  on  each  side  as  we 
went  down  the  current.  We  saw  paths 
and  narrow  beds,  trampled  and  bewallow- 
ed,  in  the  mud  of  the  mai'shes  now  and 
then,  which  were  made  by  the  alligators; 
then,  after  long  stretches  of  cane-brake 
and  of  marsh  and  willows,  we  came  upon 
the  beauty  of  Gum  Swamp.  The  tall 
ti*ees  dixx)ped  over  the  sti*eam  at  right  and 
left:  wild  calla- lilies  flourished  on  the 
margin  of  the  river,  the  bud  greener  with- 
out than  on  the  cultivated  lily,  but  white 
within,  and  with  its  golden  rod  :  here 
were  grasses  and  vines  as  graceful  as  Na- 
ture's hand  could  fling  abroad — and  all  so 
near  that  one  was  almost  within  arm's- 
length  of  this  loveliness  all  the  way.  Aft- 
er leaving  this  we  came  agani  to  level 
savannas,  and  saw  rice-birds  flying  over 
them,  and  ducks,  but  too  far  away  for  a 
shot.  Maginnis  brought  down  a  strange 
white  bird  with  his  gun.  Avhich  we  se- 
cui*ed.  And  toying  with  thoughts  of  sup- 
per, we  got  out  a  fishing -i*od,  and  Mr. 
Wegg  otfei*ed  to  fish,  and  did  fish,  and 
speedily  caught  a  fine  "trout."  or  black 
bass,  which  must  have  weighed  at  least 
seven  pounds.  After  this.  Mr.  Wegg. 
elate  with  success  and  boastful  withal, 
condescended  to  take  the  oars,  and  at 
about  5.30  p.3i.  we  emerged  from  the  riv- 
er into  a  lake  apparently  five  or  six  miles 
long,  which  Mi*.  Wegg  stated  to  be  Lake 
Cypress.  Across  this  lake  we  flew  before 
the  breeze,  which  had  happily  sprung  up. 
crossing  it  in  about  half  an  hour. 

The  sun  had  sunk,  and  we  searched 
in  the  twilight  for  the  river.  As  yet  Mr. 
Wegg  was  confident  in  tone :  he  said 
that  "he  didn't  pi*esume  that  there  was  a 
guide  on  the  river  that  could  strike  the 
Kissimmee  first  off  witliin  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  or  so.  the  shore  was  so  deceivin'.  " 
and  so  we  could  not  blame  him  for  the 
weary  half-hour  in  which  we  skirted  along 
the  southern  lake  shoi'e  looking  for  the 
outlet.  But  we  were  a  little  annoyed  by 
his  i*ex>eated  suggestions  as  to  ''tying  up 
in  the  saw-grass  for  the  night" :  we  were 
determined  to  find  dry  land  and  a  camp- 
ing place.  The  ladies  were  especially  de- 
cided in  their  rejection  of  all  such  sugges- 
tions, for  which  cause  Mr.  Wegg  launched 
forth  into  pensive  reflections  as  to  the  ease 
with  which  a  party  could  be  made  com- 
fortable "when  composed  of  gentlemen 
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only";  and  added  sadly  that  he  didn't 
know  as  he  ever  heard  of  ladies  comm' 
down  here  in  a  sail-boat  before  this ;  they 
were  generally  too   afraid  of  roughing 
it.      However,  Leggins,  who  had  mount- 
ed the  prow,  discerned  at  last  among  the 
cypresses  an  opening  that  seemed  broad- 
er and  more  promis- 
ing.    The  fish  were 
darting     about     us 
with   startled  leaps 
and  splashes;  a  good 
two-pound  trout  act- 
ually leaped  into  the 
boat,    slapping    the 
Matron's  cheek  with 
his  cold  body  as  he 
came.     We  wound 
through  the  mazes 
of  the  river  hour  by 
hour  Avithout   find- 
ing   any    landing  ; 
finally     we      came 
upon  a  broad  open- 
ing, apparently  the 
mouth    of    a    lake. 
Here  Mr.  Wegg  gave 
up  completely,  con-  ^ 

fessed  himself  en- 
tirely lost,  and  un- 
able to  find  his  way 

in  the  darkness.  '\No  guide  could  go  far- 
ther with  certainty,"  he  maintained;  "in, 
daylight  he  could  do  as  well  as  any  man." 


GUM    SWAMP. 


Perforce,  therefore, we  turned  back,  and 
halted  at  the  only  available  place,  a  wil- 
low swamp  just  behind  us.     Tying  the 
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boat  to  an  old  stiuni),  Mr.  Wogir  liiid  a 
plank  from  the  bow  to  tlie  I'oots  of  a  tree, 
and  all  tlie  men  got  out  and  explored  tbe 
country.  They  could  only  find  a  footing 
by  stepping  from  root  to  root  across  the 
black  mud,  \nnes  and  bushes  entangling 
each  step.  There  was  nothing  to  do  but 
to  wait  for  daylight.  The  hatchet  was 
])roduced,  and  some  small  boards  which 
had  lain  in  the  boat  split  up,  and  laid  on 
the  willow  roots  to  make  a  fire;  but  thej- 
refused  to  burn  until  the  ^latron  (who 
thought  with  a  pang  of  her  lectures  to 
impatient  Dinahs)  produced  a  brown  bot- 
tle of  kerosene  and  drenclied  the  sticks 
with  the  oil.  The  fire  blazed  up  royally 
now,  and  by  its  illumination  the  stern  of 
the  boat  was  curtained  off  for  the  ladies' 
iipartment  by  means  of  a  rubber  cloth  and 
two  sticks;  bedding  was  unrolled,  and  the 
ladies  stretched  themselves  between  blank- 
<^'ts,  shielding  their  heads  with  their  large 
hats  from  the  drenching  dews. 

Maginnis  curled  up  on  two  seats  in  the 
middle  of  the  boat,  wrapped  in  his  long 
overcoat,  a  blanket  thrown  over  his  feet, 
and  slept  the  sleep  of  the  just.  Mi*.  Wegg 
folded  himself  in  his  patchwork  quilt 
and  reclined  upon  the  bow,  snoring  gen- 
tly; butLeggins.  rendered  wakeful  rather 
than  sleepy  by  the  unwonted  surround- 
ings, sat  up  in  his  place  by  Maginnis,  his 
rifle  at  hand,  and  counted  the  alligators 
swimming -silently  down  stream.  None 
off'ered  to  molest  the  boat;  onh'  one  old 
monster,  after  swimming  close  and  appar- 
ently investigating  the  craft,  retired  across 
the  stream  to  a  thick  bed  of  lily  leaves  (or 
'"bonnets,"  as  they  are  called  in  Florida), 
-and  there  made  night  hideous  by  noises 
which  were  variously  described  by  mem- 
bers of  the  party  as  "barking,"  "bellow- 
ing," "croaking,"  and  "grunting."  Leg- 
gins  counted  eleven  alligators  between 
ten  o'clock  and  one,  which  swam  by;  but 
the  procession  continued  after  he  had  fall- 
en asleep,  for  the  ladies  awakened  from 
their  first  slumber  about  two  oclock,  and 
watched  them  go  by  until  dawn.  The 
sight  and  sound  of  these  dark,  stealthy 
objects,  the  continual  splash  and  leap 
of  fish  here  and  there,  the  slow  revolu- 
tion of  the  constellations  about  the  north 
star,  the  far  sound  of  owl  hootings  in  the 
swamj^,  made  the  night  seem  strange  and 
weird.  The  Matron,  sitting  up  in  her 
place,  kept  singing  in  a  small,  low  voice 
little  hymns  and  songs,  beneath  whose  in- 
fluence the  Major  now  and  then  dozed  off. 


Then  Mr.  AVegg  awoke,  and  began  the  re- 
cital of  some  renu^rkable  dreams  from  liis 
perch  on  the  bow;  and  then — oh,  so  slow- 
ly I — the  faint  dawn  revealed  tree  and 
stream  and  boat  and  shore;  and  every- 
thing was  stbwed  away  as  securely  as 
possible,  and  we  made  haste  to  reach  some 
landing  where  fire  and  breakfast  could  be 
had.  Passing  grassy  stretches  with  bright 
birds  darting  over  them,  wild  and  shy,  at 
last  a  lake  widened  before  us,  which  Mr. 
Wegg  hailed  as  Lake  Kissinnnee :  and  tack- 
ing across  to  escape  a  grassy  pobit  of 
land,  we  shortly  came  to  a  high  white 
sandy  beach  with  huge  live-oaks  upon  it, 
and  cypresses  and  cypress  knees  stretch- 
ing out  into  the  Avater,  and  this  he  an- 
nounced as  Gardiner's  Island,  the  point 
at  which  we  hoped  to  find  deer. 

After  some  difiicuUy  we  made  a  land- 
ing in  the  shallow  water,  and  again  stood 
on  dry  land.  Among  our  first  discover- 
ies were  deer  tracks  in  the  sand,  and  fol- 
lowing them  over  the  sand}'  ridge,  behind 
the  groups  of  saw-pal mettoes,  we  saw  them 
wind  away  to  the  marsh  bej'ond.  But 
alas  for  hopes  of  hunting  I  the  bog  cut  oif 
human  feet  from  the  mainland  and  piny 
Avoods  far  away,  and  there  was  no  place 
to  cross  to  the  covert  of  the  deer. 

However,  at  present  our  thoughts  turn- 
ed more  to  repose  than  to  adventure.  We 
had  soon  a  big  fire  roaring  on  the  bare 
white  sand  crest,  fed  Avith  dry  oily  stalks 
of  palmetto  leaves  and  abundant  dead 
Avood.  The  cooking  utensils  and  provi- 
sions Avere  brought  from  the  boat;  seats 
and  benches  Avere  easily  found  on  the 
roots  of  the  great  oaks  Avhich  stood  out 
above  the  Avhite  sand  to  almost  as  great 
a  circumference  as  that  of  the  branches; 
plates  and  cups  Avere  laid  out;  in  a  Avood- 
en  tray  corn  meal  Avas  hastily  mixed  with 
Avater  and  salt,  fashioned  into  five  "pones," 
and  fitted  into  the  skillet;  setting  this 
upon  a  bed  of  glowing  embers  and  cover- 
ing its  iron  lid  with  more  live  coals,  the 
kettle  Avas  next  set  on  to  boil,  the  bacon 
sliced, the  frying-pan  made  hot.  The  Major 
rolled  in  meal  a  fish  freshly  caught  and 
cleaned  by  Mr.  Wegg,  and  the  fish  Avas 
fried  immediately  upon  the  remoA^al  of 
the  meat  from  its  own  lard.  To  make 
the  coffee  completed  the  task,  and  that 
gypsy  breakfast,  Avith  the  help  of  sugar 
and  condensed  milk,  and  some  crackers 
from  the  square  tin  can,  Avas  to  our  taste 
a  delicious  one. 

After  an  hour  of  repose  we  all  returned 
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to  the  boat,  for  on  finding  no  way  to  get 
at  game  from  this  point,  Mr.  Yiegg  de- 
clared that  this  was  only  the  north  beach 
of  Gardiner's  Island,  while  the  south 
beach  was  the  real  hunting  ground.  So 
we  skirted  the  beach,  but  found  no  south- 
ward opening — only  grasses  and  lily  leaves 
as  on  the  margin  of  a  lake.  Still  we  sail- 
ed on, westward  from  the  beach,  and  sailed 
for  hours,  a  great  lake  opening  before  us, 
and  finally  Mr.  Wegg  remarked  that  he 
didn't  believe  we  were  in  Kissimmee  Lake 
after  all;  we  must  be  in  the  lake  the  Indi- 
ans called  Hatchinineha.  But  the  game 
was  a  great  deal  more  plentiful  on  Hatch- 
inineha than  on  Gardiner's  Island. 

"Make  a  landing,  then,  anywhere,  and 
let  us  get  up  the  tents  and  have  a  night's 
rest,"  was  the  general  cry.  But,  alas !  this 
was  impossible.  All  around  this  lake  we 
circled  the  hot  day  through,  with  little 
breeze  and  steady  rowing;  whenever  we 
saw  what  appeared  to  be  a  high  bold  shore 
we  put  in  for  it,  and,  arrived  there,  the 
pines  had  always  receded  a  raile  or  two, 
and  impassable  marsh  and  bog  divided  us 
from  land. 

It  was  only  at  sunset  that  we  at  last 
wearily  made  the  beach  we  had  left  in  the 
morning,  and  there  we  encamped  for  the 
night.  It  was  Saturday;  this  was  to  be 
our  resting-place  for  two  nights  and  a  daj^. 

Mr.  Wegg's  assurance  was  but  slightly 
subdued.  He  cheerfully  performed  a  share 
of  the  labor  in  erecting  the  tents  beneath 
a  big  live-oak  on  the  beach,  and  informed 
us  as  he  moved  about: 

"Well,  now  you  can  say  that  you  liave 


seen  Hatchinineha,  and  when  folks  tell 
yoic  about  the  good  hunting  there,  you 
can  tell  them  there  ain't  a  landing  on  the 
'iake— can't  you  ?  It's  tcorth  something 
to  know  that  lake." 

The  gentlemen  bore  with  Mr.  Wegg 
with  admirable  good-nature ;  but  the  Major 
and  the  Matron  eyed  him  ' '  with  sick  and 
scornful  looks  averse,"  and  would  none  of 
liis  good  cheer.  They  did  not  in  the  least 
believe  that  they  had  traversed  Hatchi- 
nineha ;  had  he  not  first  called  it  Kissim- 
mee ? 

Our  Sunday  fishing  was  brief,  and  re- 
sulted in  a  fine  trout  for  breakfast,  and  a 
huge  one  weighing  about  eleven  pounds, 
which  was  successfully  baked  for  dinner, 
after  this  fashion:  having  been  cleaned, 
washed,  and  rubbed  with  salt  inside  and 
out,  the  great  fish  was  wrapped  in  brown 
paper  and  laid  on  palmetto  leaves,  on  a 
hot  place  left  bare  by  raking  away  the 
ashes  from  the  former  centre  of  the  fire ;  it 
was  covered  then  with  palmetto  leaves, 
then  with  cooler  ashes,  and  then  with  hot 
glowing  embers ;  and  there  it  was  left  for 
hours.  Potatoes  were  baked  at  their  lei- 
sure for  dinner,  too,  and  while  Maginnis 
and  Mr.  Wegg  took  the  boat  and  went  off 
to  cruise  about  and  hunt  for  the  river,  the 
ladies  vanished  down  the  beach,  and  found 
the  firm  white  sand  to  be  a  delightful  bath- 
ing floor.  The  water  was  clear  and  soft, 
warm  enough  in  the  shallows  to  be  called 
a  hot  bath,  while  by  wading  out  to  the  knee 
— always  with  smooth,  snowy  sand  under 
foot — it  was  cool  and  exhilarating.  Leg- 
irins  later  found  refreshment  in  a  similar 
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experience;  and  tliere  was  some  reading 
aloud  and  some  drowsing  before  tlie  other 
two  returned  with  good  tidings:  they  had 
found  the  river — we  were  camped  within 
a  half-mile  of  it;  better  than  that,  thej^ 
had  seen  a  sail-boat  coming  up  the  river, 
and  Mr.  Wegg  eagerly  assured  us  that  it 
was  handled  by  the  best  guide  in  the  coun- 
try, and  doubtless- he  would  give  us  full 
directions  as  to  the  route  to  pursue. 

This  boat  soon  came  in  sight,  and  paid 
us  a  brief  visit  ;  it  held  two  handsome 
and  courteous  young  sportsmen  from 
the  North,  the  bluflP  and  welcome  figure 
of  an  Orlando  (Florida)  hotel  man,  and 
Mr.  Jack  Roonej^  of  Kissimmee  City,  the 
vaunted  guide,  a  man  whom  Mr.  Wegg 
could  have  embraced  in  his  joy,  for  now 
he  would  have  reliable  mformation.  We 
all  hung  upon  Mr.Rooney's  words  as  he  de- 
scribed to  us  the  various  landings  on  Lake 
Kissimmee,  and  advised  us  of  then'  merits. 

"  Ever  been  there  before  ?"  Mr.  Rooney 
asked  Mr.  Wegg,  with  a  suspicious  look. 
'"You  can  get  lost  on  Lake  Kissimmee 
mighty  easy  if  you  don't  know  it." 

We  were  looking  at  the  half-smoked 
venison  displayed  by  the  hunters  in  re- 
sponse to  our  inquiries,  but  we  did  not 
miss  the  answer. 

"W^ell,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  reluctantly, 
"I've  been  there  once — v;ith  another  man 
as  guide,  though — and  not  so  very  lately; 
so  I  may  ha'  forgot  some." 


Oh,  Mr.  Wegg!  Mr.  Wegg  I  You  who 
had  regaled  us  with  stories  of  your  trips 
hither,  and  of  how  you  "  us'ally"  advised 
as  to  tliis  and  that  I  But  no  one  lifted  a 
voice  against  him  ;  only  all  questioned 
and  admired  the  other  guide,  who  looked 
picturesque  and  capable;  and  when  the 
other  boat  had  gone  on — hastening  north- 
ward day  and  night  because  tidings  of  a 
relative's  illness  had  been  brought  by  a 
cow-boy — the  ladies  made  some  compli- 
mentary remarks  about  Mr.  Rooney.  This 
was  wormwood  and  gall  to  Mr.  Wegg; 
the  praises  which  had  sprung  to  his  lips 
in  the  joy  of  deliverance  died  away.  He 
tried  to  subdue  the  enthusiasm  by  hints 
that  the  ladies  wouldn't  have  liked  a 
guide  fond  of  whiskey;  and  finally,  per- 
ceiving them  to  have  no  faith  in  this  in- 
sinuation, mournfully  declared. 

"Well,  now,  you  wouldn't  'a  liked  Jack 
Rooney;  he  'ain't  got  any  principles  to 
speak  of — nor  religion." 

"He  probably  has  more  principle  than 
to  take  a  party  of  ladies  to  explore  a  coun- 
try he  doesn't  know,"  retorted  our  young 
Matron,  tartly. 

Mr.  Wegg  looked  a  little  sheepish. 

"  Well,  now,  you  have  got  that  on  me, 
haven't  you  ?"  he  said,  slowly,  seating  him- 
self close  at  hand.  "Well,  I  am  very 
tired'' — stretching  himself  in  an  easy  atti- 
tude. "I  think  I  shall  rest  for  the  bal- 
ance of  this  sacred  clav." 
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On  Monday  morning"  the  whole  party 
was  off  betimes,  sailing-  down  the  river, 
which  was  broader  and  more  tranquil 
than  above,  after  an  entrance  had  once 
been  effected  through  the  concealing 
"bonnets."  The  shores  here  are  high 
and  grassy  and  beautifully  wooded- 
splendid  camping"  ground,  every  foot  of 
it.  On  the  bank  of  the  river  was  an  In- 
dian canoe,  dug  out  of  a  huge  cypress  log; 
there  was  also  a  large  flat  barge,  without 
seats  or  rowlocks,  tied  up  to  the  shore. 
Further  on,  the  lake  gave  its  usual  tokens 
of  being  near — wide  stretches  of  marshy 
land  and  willows — and  we  entered  the 
g-reat  beautiful  blue  Lake  Kissimmee,  with 
Brimmer  Island  twenty-five  miles  below 
us,  where  the  others  had  found  deer ;  West 
Hammock  and  the  Indians  to  our  right; 
and  to  the  east,  beyond  the  Rookery,  Camp 
Hammock,  with  a  new  and  empty  house 
and  a  reputation  for  abundant  game.  The 
westerly  wind  decided  our  course  to  the 
last-named  point,  fifteen  miles  away. 
We  pushed  through  some  yellow  grassy 
stretches,  and  slowly  crept  up  on  the 
Rookery,  the  round  heads  of  its  cabbage- 
palms  for  our  landmark.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  island  we  saw  flocks  of 
beautiful  white  birds  rise  in  the  air  and 
float  away  like  clouds  beyond  gunshot 
range.  We  had  seen  these  flocks  before 
on  our  way,  floating  high  and  far,  now 
with  the  sunlight  on  their  white  wings, 
shining  like  snow,  and  then  melting  from 
sight  like  a  dream,  to  re-appear  faintly, 
but  brightening  as  the  sun  smote  their 
plumage,  and  so,  like  visions  of  angels, 
fading  and  shining  forth  by  turns.  Turn- 
ing due  east  to  pass  to  the  right  of  the 
Rookery,  we  came,  for  the  first  time  in 
Florida,  upon  the  true  water-lily  {NymphcB 
odorata  of  the  botanist),  faintly  fragrant, 
with  its  exquisite  chalice  of  white  and 
gold. 

The  lake  looked  enormously  big  and 
blue  in  its  eastern  expanse  after  we  passed 
this  island  and  the  wastes  of  grass  and 
lilies ;  but  beneath  the  trees  of  the  farther 
shore  we  saw  a  tiny  yellow  speck. 

"  Do  my  eyes  deceive  me,  oris  that  the 
new  house  we  are  looking  for  ?"  Mr.  Wegg 
inquired. 

It  was  unmistakably  a  new  house — the 
house  Mr.  Jack  Rooney  had  told  us  of. 

It  was  just  as  the  sun  sank  that  y^e 
reached  the  landing.  And  having  care- 
fully refrained  from  describing  the  beau- 
ty of  the  sunsets  so  far,  I  claim  indulgence 


for  a  tribute  to  this  of  Monday,  March  20, 
1882.  The  sun  lay  like  a  golden  ball  set 
on  the  dark  blue  rim  of  the  horizon,  into 
which  the  trees  of  the  Rookery  had  melt- 
ed. The  lake,  looking  west,  lay  wide  and 
placid,  a  band  of  deep  soft  rose -color 
around  the  far  western  rim,  all  silver  be- 
tween that  and  us;  a  more  perfect  sky 
and  scene  never  smiled  in  lonely  loveli- 
ness before  the  eyes  of  man. 

All  day  Tuesday  we  rested  at  Camp 
Ham  mock,  the  woods  where  deer  or  turkey 
7night  be  seemed  to  recede  before  the  ad- 
vancing steps  when  one  tramped  toward 
them  over  the  prairie-like  stretches,  and 
Leggins  and  Maginnis  returned  from  a 
fruitless  exploration  of  one  strip  of  woods 
observing  that  this  was  merely  a  voyage 
of  discovery  anyhow,  and  unless  a  man 
had  plenty  of  time  it  was  of  no  use  to  at- 
tempt a  hunt  without  a  guide. 

That  night  the  wind  blew  almost  a  hur- 
ricane; we  fastened  up  what  we  could  on 
the  windy  side  of  the  house  to  break  the 
great  draughts  of  air  that  swept  in  through 
the  logs  and  threatened  to  elevate  the  di- 
viding tent  into  a  horizontal  position. 
All  night  long,  when  any  one  awoke,  the 
wind  was  heard  booming  through  the  air, 
and  the  fear  of  an  equinoctial  storm  was 
upon  us. 

There  came  no  rain  with  Wednesday 
morning,  however,  and  the  w^ind  had 
somewhat  abated.  It  was  now  from  the 
north,  and  would  permit  our  departure;  so 
we  made  what  haste  we  could  and  got 
aboard.  As  far  as  we  could  see,  the  broad 
lake  was  covered  with  white-caps,  but  the 
little  boat  headed  gallantly  into  them; 
the  waves  looked  enormous,  and  were  less 
the  work  of  the  present  wind,  though  that 
v^as  a  stiff  one,  than  of  last  night's  gale. 
The  boat  rose  and  fell  with  a  slap  into  the 
trough  of  each  succeeding  wave;  the  la- 
dies, enjoying  the  excitement,  sat  covered 
with  rubber  cloths  that  streamed  with  the 
water  dashing  in,  laughing  as  wave  or 
spray  washed  their  faces;  and  Mr.  Wegg 
appeared  somewhat  grieved  at  their  good 
cheer. 

"Would  the  ladies  like  to  put  back  ?" 
he  asked. 

"Put  back?— what  for?"  they  indig- 
nantly demanded. 

' '  Oh,  I  can  stand  it  if  you  can.  Thump- 
ing across  the  waves  this  way  might  start 
a  plank.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  stout  boat,  as  I 
told  you.  Only — well,  ladies  us'ally  are 
liable  to  get  scared  at  such  times  as  this." 
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We  had  crossed  the  roug-hest  water, 
though  still  in  a  strong-  wind,  and  were 
making"  a  tack  by  the  Rookery,  when,  with 
a  sudden  crash,  the  sail  fell  rushing-  down. 

■'The  oars  I  the  oars  I  Don't  let  the 
wind  g-et  us  out  to  seal"  Mr.  Weg-g  yelled, 
springing  forward;  but  Leggins  and  Ma- 
ginnis  had  the  oars  in  an  instant,  and 
headed  the  boat  into  the  grasses.  It  was 
only  the  sailing  tackle  broken  by  the 
strain;  a  new  rope,  and  we  would  be 
ready  for  the  lake  again  ;  and  fortunately 
we  descried  a  landing  just  ahead.  We 
pushed  in,  and  as  we  did  so  a  large  blue 
heron  rose  and  flew  from  her  nest  m  a 
low  spreading  tree.  No  other  birds  were 
seen,  for  this  further  shore  of  the  Rookery 
was  almost  bare  of  trees;  but  Maginnis 
added  the  rare  eggs  of  the  blue  heron  to 
his  collection,  previously  enriched  by  ai:^ 
eagle's  egg,  cream-colored  and  with  flecks 
of  chocolate  brown :  the  heron's  eggs  were 
as  large  as  a  goose  egg,  three  in  number, 
and  of  '' robin's- egg  blue."  A  moment 
later  we  found  better  sport  at  hand.  Leg- 
gins  seized  his  rifle,  flred,  and  there  was  a 
great  commotion  in  the  shallow  water 
close  at  hand;  then  a  dead  alligator  turn- 
ed on  his  back,  and  held  up  all  four  feet, 
as  is  their  way  in  death.  When  drawn 
ashore  and  measured  he  lacked  about 
three  inches  of  the  length  of  one  of  our 
eight-foot  oars — a  respectable  size,  but  not 
half  that  of  some  we  saw.  The  Matron, 
who  had  been  promised  some  alligator- 
skins,  now  declared  that  she  should  like 
to  carry  away  this. 

'■  He  won't  be  dead  any  more'n  a  snake 
till  sunset,"  Mr.  Wegg  declared. 

"With  a  rifle-ball  through  his  eyes  ?" 
Leggins  demanded. 

''Oh.  he's  done  for:  but  he  won't  die 
till  dark." 

"  Then  kill  him,"  the  Matron  command- 
ed, with  the  prompt  inconsequence  of  that 
sex  which  can  even  be  cruel,  it  is  said, 
when  one  offers  to  cross  its  will.  "Cut 
off  his  head  and  sever  the  spine,  and  I 
know  he's  compelled  to  be  dead." 

Mr.  Wegg  did  not  refuse  her.  The 
head  was  cut  off  and  thrown  a  yard  away, 
and  taking  out  his  knife,  he  began  to  skin 
the  white  breast  of  the  beast,  this  being 
the  only  desirable  part  of  the  skin.  The 
monster,  headless,  moved  a  foot  or  thrust 
with  its  formidable  tail  now  and  then, 
but  the  horrified  exclamations  of  the  la- 
dies were  met  with  assurances  that  this 
was  only  muscular  contraction  ;   still,  it 


looked  awfully  like  life,  especially  as  the 
contortions  grew  more  agonized  when  the 
stomach  was  being  skinned.  But  the  task 
was  swiftly  finished,  the  skin  heavily  salt- 
ed and  rolled  in  a  piece  of  bagging:  and 
we  took  our  leave  of  the  Rookery  with 
only  one  more  trophy— a  duck  which  Ma- 
ginnis shot,  and  whose  breast  afforded  a 
skin  thick  as  fur  and  soft  as  down  in  beau- 
tiful shades  of  brown;  the  wings,  of  tlie 
same  hues,  had  a  space  of  vivid  peacock 
blue  toward  the  tips.  The  Major  and  the 
Matron  prepared  these  carefully  to  make 
a  feather  turban  for  Maginnis's  j^oung  sis- 
ter at  home. 

That  evening  we  went  no  further  up 
tlie  river  than  the  spot  which  we  called 
"the  Indian  camp,"  wiiere  we  found  the 
barge  and  the  dug-out.  Thursday  night 
we  camped  on  the  "north  beach  of  Gar- 
diner's Island"  once  more.  Leggins,  by 
request,  cheered  the  camp  fire  tliat  night 
with  old  Georgia  corn-field  songs;  and 
the  chronicler  fell  asleep  to  the  cheerful 
music  of  a  lay  full  of  iteration  and  mono- 
tone, but  with  the  peculiar  melody  of  long 
rounding  notes,  and  the  negro  gasping  of 
the  breath  and  soft  sweetness  of  occasion- 
al • '  dying  falls. "  By  Friday  night,  after 
a  long  da}'  of  liard  work  against  the  eddy- 
ing sweep  of  the  current  around  the  sharp 
river  bends,  we  reached  Lake  Tohopeka- 
liga.  The  next  morning  we  beat  up  the 
lake  against  a  heavy  wind  and  chopping 
seas  ;  and  when  we  danced  into  view  of 
Kissimmee  across  the  blue  waves  of  Toho- 
pekaliga,  we  heard  the  engine  of  the  tri- 
weekly train  whistle  as  it  came  in. 

We  caught  it  in  time  for  the  return 
trip,  however,  and  also  had  time  for  an 
excursion  to  the  bakery.  Brown,  un- 
shaven, with  worn  and  torn  raiment,  and 
a  cheerful  appreciation  of  baker's  bread, 
we  took  our  places  in  the  fresh  and  new 
passenger  coach  which  awaited  us.  Kis- 
simmee City  and  the  South  Florida  Rail- 
road seemed  to  us  the  heart  of  civilization. 

We  met  friends  that  told  us  that  the  oth- 
ers of  our  party  had  returned  home  after 
a  delightful  sojourn;  they  had  lived  on 
such  luxuries  as  poached  eggs,  fish  chow- 
ders, cake,  and  baker's  bread  from  Kissim- 
mee City.  We,  the  more  adventurous 
four,  were  content:  we  had  subsisted  on 
corn  bread  and  coffee  for  the  most  part 
— and  venison,  of  course.  We  did  not 
disclose  the  fact  that  the  deei's'  horns  we 
had  brought  home  were  purchased  froni 
the  Seminoles. 


FOR  looly; 


BY   KATE   UPSON   CLARK. 


WELL,   Torn,   here's    your   month's 
wages." 

Old  Tom  Wicks's  wrinkled  and  tobacco- 
stained  visage  put  on  a  grin  of  intense  de- 
light as  he  took  the  little  roll  of  gold  pieces 
that  the  distillery  paymaster,  young  Jim 
Baskins,  handed  him. 

"And  look  here,"  pursued  that  young 
man,  whose  flashy  attire  indicated  the 
would-be  exquisite,  "why  don't  you  use 
this  money,  Tom,  to  fix  yourself  up  a  lit- 
tle ?  Here  you've  been  working  for  us  six 
months,  and  every  time  you  come  around 
to  get  your  pay  you  look  poorer  than  you 
did  before.  Now,"  continued  Mr.  Jim 
Baskins,  out  of  the  kindness  of  a  heart 
which  really  liked  and  pitied  the  quiet, 
ragged  old  teamster,  ' '  take  this  money  and 
get  yourself  a  suit  of  clothes." 

The  old  man  did  not  look  displeased, 
but  he  shook  his  head  decidedly. 

" I  like  ye  fust  rate,  Jim," he  said,  "but 
I  cay  n't." 

"Why  not?" 

' '  Why,  Merce,  my  gal — Mercy —  I  do' 
know  's  you  knew  I  had  a  gal." 

The  old  man  stopped,  and  looked  as 
though  he  wondered  if  he  could  quite 
trust  Jim  Baskins.  Then  he  went  on,  as 
though  the  recollection  of  that  young  per- 
son's kind  offices,  which  had  been  as  nu- 
merous toward  Tom  Wicks  as  their  cir- 
cumstances had  permitted,  had  re-assured 
him. 

' '  Merce,  ye  see,  she  'ain't  had  no  chance. 
An'  thar's  Looly ;  she's  the  little  'un ;  she's 
goin'  on  'leven  now,  ye  know  ?" 

The  young  man  laughed  at  his  interrog- 
ative tone.  "No,  I  didn't  know;  but  I  do 
know  now." 

"  Wa'al,  she's  right  peart,  Looly  is;  an' 
Merce  she  says,  says  she,  'Looly's  got  to 
have  a  chance.'  She  jest  sots  by  Looly 
more'n  anything  else  in  the  world.  An', 
Lord !  what  'd  she  do  when  I  got  this  chance 
to  team  it  but,  says  she,  '  Now,  paw,  we've 
got  this  er  money,'  says  she,  'an'  when 
thar's  a  lot  saved,  why,  we'll  take  it  an'  Loo- 
ly shall  go  to  school,  an'  Looly  shall  have 
good  clo'es,'  says  she.  '  I'm  too  old,'  says 
she — goin'  on  twenty,  Merce  is.  'But,' 
says  she,  '  I'll  fix  things  so  't  Looly  kin 
go,  'f  ye'll  give  me  over  the  money,'  says 
she." 

"Most  girls  would  have  wanted  it  for 
themselves,"  commented  Mr.  Jim  Baskins, 
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getting   interested   in   old   Tom   Wicks's 
strange  daughter. 

The  old  man  shook  his  head.      "Merce 
ain't  that  kyind.     She's  most  twice 's  old 's 
the  little  'un;  named  her  herself  outen  a 
book  she  read.    Merce  is  a  powerful  hand 
to  read  —  kin  read   anything  an'  every- 
thing; hez  read  all  the  neighbors'  books; 
reckon   she'd  'a  come  down  to  Marlins- 
burg    to    git   books,  on'y   she  'ain't   ben 
down  yer  f 'r  two  'r  three  years  now ;  says 
she's  'shamed  to  come  yer  'count  of  her 
clo'es  :    powerful  proud  Merce  is.      But, 
says  she,  '  Looly  '11  grow  up  harnsum  an' 
smart, '  says   she,  '  an'  Looly  '11   have   a 
chance,  an'  good  clo'es;  an'  Looly  shall 
go    to    Marlinsburg    an'    everywhar,   an' 
hold  up  her  head  with  anybody.'      'But,' 
says  I" — old  Tom  Wicks  warmed  to  his 
subject  as  he  saw  the  eager  attention  paid 
him  by  his   absorbed  listener — "says  I, 
'thar's  the  boys.     Ye  cayn't  keep  them 
boys  from  the  money, '  says  I — them  boys 
— they's  two  on  'em,  eighteen  an'  sixteen 
y'rs   old   they   be,  an'   a  powerful  hard 
lot,  Jake  an'  Lewt — up   ter  everything. 
'They'll  git  holt    of   it,  Merce,'  says  I; 
'  they'll  steal  it  outen  my  pockets,  or  out- 
en the  tea-pot,  or  outen  any  place  ye 
chuse  ter  put  it,'  says  I.     An'  Merce  she 
says,   says    she,   '  They    will,   will    they  ? 
That  money  '11  go  fer  Looly,'  says  she. 
'I'll  hide  it  whar  nobody  cayn't  git  it, 
boys  nor  nobody  else,'  she  says;  an'  'pon 
that  she —    Now  ye  won't  never  tell  what 
I'm  goin'  ter  say  ?"  queried  the  old  man, 
pulling  himself  up  short,  and  suddenly 
recollecting  that  he  was  on  the  verge  of 
disclosing   a  state   secret   of  stupendous 
proportions.      The  painfully  curious  look 
that  he  gave  into  the  vain  but  honest  face 
of  Jim  Baskins,  added  to  the  bluff  assur- 
ance of  the  latter  that  "  he  never  would, 
so  help  him!"  delivered  in  the  most  con- 
vincing manner,  restored  the  old  man's 
confidence,  and  he  went  on:   "She  start- 
ed"— Tom  Wicks  lowered  his  voice  im- 
pressively— "the  fust  night  I  drawed  my 
pay,  an'  up  she  skips  it  onto  the  mount- 
ain ;  an'  she's  got  a  iron  box  up  thar,  an' 
she's  dug  a  hole,  an'  thar  she  puts  it,  an' 
them  boys  hain't  no  conceit  o'  whar  the 
money  goes  ter.      They  thinks  I  banks  it 
'r  suthin  down  yer.      That's  why  I  wants 
it  in  gold,"  said  the  old  man,  apologetical- 
ly.   ' '  Merce  says,  '  It  m ought  be  ten  years 
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afore  well  git  it  all  spent,*  says  she.  '  an' 
it  'd  better  be  gold.*  " 

"You  do  pretty  mucli  as  '  Merce'  says, 
don't  you?"  remarked  the  young  man. 
with  something  of  a  sneer  in  liis  tone. 

Tom  Wicks  bristled.  "Ye— don't  — 
know — Mercy  Wicks."  he  said,  straighten- 
ing up  and  looking  at  young  Baskins  witli 
warning  in  his  eyes.  "She's  a  prime  *un. 
Merce  is.  Got  a  head — Lord,  what  a  deep 
'un  slie  is !  Talks  jes'  like  a  book — read  so 
many  novels.  The  old  woman  she  dips 
mostly:  an'  thar's  Bet  to  hum— she's  goin' 
on  fifteen.  Then  thar  was  some  more, 
but  they  died  when  they  was  babies.  But 
Bet  she's  .sorter  wooden  -  headed,  an'  it's 
Merce  *t  keeps  *em  all  a-goin\  Merce 
'ain't  had  no  chance,  but  she's  a  powerful 
smart  gal."' 

"  Y"ou  haven't  ever  asked  me  up  to  your 
house,  Tom."  said  the  young  man,  insinu- 
atingly. 

Tom  Wicks  undei-stood  him.  but  he  hes- 
itated. 

"Do  you  have  to  ask  'Merce,'  as  you 
call  her,  before  you  can  invite  anybody  to 
tea  ?" 

Y^oung  Baskins  laughed  good-humored- 
ly.  but  his  words  had  a  sarcastic  sting  in 
them  for  the  fond  father. 

"  "Tain't  much  of  a  place  to  ask  folks 
to,"  he  said  at  length. 

"Well,  I'd  like  to  meet  your  family," 
pei^sisted  Jim  Baskins.  "I've  been  a  good 
deal  interested  in  your  account  of  them, 
and  I'd  like  to  see  them." 

■'Merce  she  says,''  suggested  the  old 
man.  floundering  about  in  his  attempt  to 
avoid  doing  .something  which  he  knew 
would  displease  his  daughter — "she  says 
we're  too  dog-on  low  an"  poor  to  have  re- 
spectable company,  an'  she  ain't  a-goin'  to 
have  no  other  kind." 

"She  must  be  a  very  proud-spirited 
girl.''  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  ignored  any  in- 
ferences that  might  have  been  drawn  by 
a  more  captious  XDereon  from  Mr.  Wicks's 
remonstrance. 

• '  Wa'al,  the  old  woman  she  ain't  no  great 
hand  fer  cooking  an'  Merce  "ain't  never  had 
nobody  to  tell  her  how.  She  does  the  best 
she  knows.but.Lord — wa'al. I  s'pose  ye  can 
come,  'f  ye'll  excuse  the  looks" — the  old 
man's  naturally  hospitable  disposition  in- 
clined him  to  yield  to  Mr.  Baskins's  impor- 
tunity— "an'  'f  Merce  is  kinder  cross,  ye 
mustn't  mind." 

Mr.  Jim  Baskins  smiled  a  complacent 
smile  as  he  glanced  down  at  the  tawdry 


plaids  and  checks  of  his  spring  suit  and 
the  glittering  chains  and  rings  which  be- 
decked his  comfortable  pei'son.  It  must 
be  a  very  hard-hearted  maiden,  he 
thought,  who  could  long  be  angry  with 
such  as  he. 

"I'm  not  so  terribly  afraid  of  'Merce' 
as  you  are,"'  he  said. 

The  old  man  gave  his  head  a  signifi- 
cant twist,  as  much  as  to  say,  "  Wait  un- 
til you  see  lier."and  turning  his  gaunt 
hoi*ses  away  from  the  gi*eat  distillery  in 
front  of  which  they  had  been  talking,  they 
jolted  away  up  the  mountain-side  and 
toward  the  lonely  gulch,  or  hollow,  in 
which  stood  the  small  homestead  of  the 
Wicks  family.  It  was  a  weary  ride,  and 
the  long  summer  day  had  vanished  into 
a  starry  summer  night  when  Tom  Wicks 
drew  up  with  a  startling  "Whoa I"  in 
front  of  the  squalid  and  unsavory-look- 
ing abode  where  they  were  to  alight. 

Mr.  Jim  Baskins  could  not  help  giving  a 
little  gasp  of  dismay  when  he  saw  it.  He 
hadn't  expected  anything  quite  so  bad  as 
that. 

The  old  man  vaguely  felt  his  visitor's 
disappointment. 

"I  told  ye  so,"  he  said,  half  angrily, 
half  sorrowfully.  "  Y'e  needn't  'a  come. 
I  didn't  urge  ye." 

"Who  said  anything?''  began  the  young 
man.  in  confused  apology  for  his  unspok- 
en offense,  when  his  speech  was  cut  short 
by  the  apparition  of  a  young  woman  who 
had  opened  the  door  at  the  sound  of  Tom 
Wicks's  "Whoa I"  and  was  hurrying  to- 
ward him.  "  Have  you  got  it,  pa  ?*'  she 
asked,  eagerly,  and  she  had  approached 
quite  close  to  him  before  she  observed  the 
young  man  sitting  on  the  other  side. 

"Here's  Mr.  Baskins — Jim  Baskins,  of 
Marlinsburg — Merce."  he  said,  trying  fee- 
bly to  smile  as  he  announced  his  unwel- 
come guest.  "  He  thought  he'd  kinder 
like  ter  see  the  country  hereabouts,  and  I 
brought  him  up  to  supper  with  us." 

Mercy  Wicks's  fine  face  darkened,  and 
she  looked  down  instinctively  upon  her 
soiled  and  ragged  dress  and  her  bare  feet. 
Old  Wicks  could  not  have  told  what  there 
was  in  her  motion  that  affected  him — this 
sudden  mortification  on  the  part  of  a  girl 
who  had  scarcely  ever  in  her  life  worn  a 
better  garb  than  the  tattered  and  unsightly 
one  in  which  she  was  clad  at  that  mo- 
ment: but  he  felt  just  then  as  though  he 
would  rather  have  died  than  have  brought 
young  Baskins  up  from  Marlinsburg.    He 
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rejoiced  inwardly  that  he  had  liad  the 
courage  to  sugg'est  to  that  individual  dur- 
ing their  ride  up  the  mountain  that,  in 
case  there  wasn't  any  place  for  him  to 
sleep  in  the  Wicks  cottage,  there  was  a 
man  a  mile  further  on  who  would  keep 
him  for  a  slight  consideration. 

"There  isn't  much  for  supper,"  said 
Mercy,  deliberately  regarding  the  inter- 
loper with  wide  blue  eyes,  and  holding 
herself  erect  with  an  air  of  dignity  quite 
out  of  keeping  with  her  surroundings, 
"but  what  we've  got  Mr.  Baskins  can 
have  too,  I  suppose.    Supper  is  all  ready." 

Her  voice  was  pleasant,  in  spite  of  the 
disapprobation  which  deepened  it,  and 
her  manner  was  that  of  a  person  accus- 
tomed to  authority ;  and  although  the 
light  braids  of  hair  which  hung  far  down 
her  back  bore  visible  signs  of  neglect, 
and  the  details  of  her  whole  appearance 
were  far  from  prepossessing,  there  was 
something  about  her  which  made  the 
young  man  feel  that  her  father's  eulogies 
upon  her  were  not  misplaced,  and  that 
she  was  a  girl  capable  of  much  heroism, 
albeit  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  was  not  particu- 
larly susceptible  to  impressions,  and  his 
fibre  was  decidedly  coarse.  He  wonder- 
ed whether,  if  she  were  attired  after  the 
fashion  of  the  "set"  of  young  ladies  with 
whom  he  associated  in  Marlinsburg,  she 
would  be  "pretty."  This,  however,  was 
rather  too  much  for  Mr.  Baskins's  im- 
agination, and  he  did  not  long  dwell 
upon  it. 

The  supper  consisted  of  a  hoe-cake,  a 
pitcher  of  molasses,  some  cold  sliced  ba- 
con, and  a  pot  of  tea,  and  though  served 
in  a  style  which  was  not  particularly  ap- 
petizing, young  Mr.  Baskins  was  able  to 
disregard  that,  and  to  eat  a  hearty  meal. 
The  two  "boys"  were  not  present,  but 
their  absence  did  not  seem  to  be  any- 
thing unusual,  and  nobody  appeared  to 
sorrow  because  they  were  not  there. 

They  were  scarcely  seated  around  the 
rickety  table  when  Mercy  exclaimed, 
"Bet,  Where's  ma?" 

A  tallow-faced  girl,  to  whom  Mr.  Wicks 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  introduce 
their  visitor,  rose  from  the  table,  and 
turning  herself  slowly  about,  peered  into 
the  recesses  of  the  one  room  which  form- 
ed the  lower  story  of  the  little  cabin. 

"  I  dun  know,"  she  answered,  stupidly. 

"Go  out-doors,  Looly,"  said  Mercy  to 
the  bright-faced  little  creature  who  was 
sitting  close  beside  her;  "maybe  she's  out 


there — fell  asleep,  perhaps,  under  the  big 
tree." 

The  child  started  obediently,  and  soon 
returned,  saying  that  her  mother  was  in- 
deed "out  under  the  big  tree,"  but  that 
she  could  not  wake  her  up  nor  make  her 
understand  that  supper  was  ready.  Her 
sister  made  no  comment  upon  this  infor- 
mation, nor  did  any  one  else,  and  the 
meal  went  on  in  silence. 

"Been  having  a  big  revival  in  Marlins- 
burg," began  Mr.  Baskins  at  last,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  promote  sociability. 

"Ye  don't  say,"  responded  Tom  Wicks. 
"Oh  yes;  they're  all  getting  religion 
down  our  way.     Moonshining  '11  have  to 
go  under,  I  reckon." 

The  old  man  looked  half  alarmed.  He 
could  not  bear  to  think  for  an  instant  that 
the  great,  if  unlawful,  industry  upon 
which  he  was  a  pensioner  could  possibly 
"go  under." 

"Oh,  not  so  bad  as  that,"  continued 
Mr.  Baskins,  with  a  short  laugh,  observing 
his  host's  startled  expression,  ' '  but  it  does 
seem  as  if  half  Marlinsburg  v/as  going  to 
the  meetings  and  getting  converted.  Old 
Sparhawk,  that  railroad  man  down  there, 
lives  in  that  splendid  house,  richest  man 
in  Marlinsburg,  he's  been  converted ;  and 
his  son — just  come  of  age,  I  believe — he's 
going  to  be  a  parson,  they  say.  Oh,  there's 
no  end  of  a  fuss  down  there.  I  don't  take 
much  stock  in  it  myself." 

Mercy  was  looking  at  him  now,  with 
wide-open,  interested  eyes. 

"I  went  to  a  meeting  once,"  she  said, 
with  a  simplicity  that  disarmed  all  his 
previous  criticism. 

"Well,  you  didn't  think  much  of  it,  did 
you  ?"  he  asked,  jokingly. 

"Yes,"  she  answered,  gravely.  "I 
liked  it  very  much.  The  man  that  preach- 
ed— it  was  up  here  on  the  camp  ground — 
he  gave  me  a  Testament.  I've  read  it 
through  a  great  many  times." 

"Understand  it  all?"  inquired  the 
young  man,  cynically. 

"No,"  she  said,  relaxing  nothing  of  her 
seriousness.  "  But  I  can  understand  some 
of  it,"  she  added,  a  moment  later. 

"Pretty  good  hunting  hereabouts?" 
asked  Mr.  Baskins,  abruptly.  He  wanted 
to  change  the  subject  of  the  conversation. 
He  had  not  counted  upon  the  girl's  taking 
it  so  much  in  earnest. 

"Ask  Merce,"said  the  old  man;  "she 

an'  the  boys  mostly  'tends  to  the  shootin'." 

"  So  you  can  shoot  ?"  interrogated  Mr. 
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Baskins,  turning  patronizingly  to  Mere}' 
Wicks. 

*'  Yes,"  said  Mercy,  pleasantly. 

"Can  you  hit  'em  on  the  wing?"  in- 
quired the  young  man.  jocularly. 

''Every  time,"  she  returned,  as  good- 
humoredl}'.  A  little  scowl  that  had  hith- 
erto rested  upon  her  face  was  disappearing, 
and  this  unwonted  social  relaxation  lent  a 
look  of  interest  and  vivacity  to  her  face. 
Mr.  Baskins  began  to  decide  that,  proper- 
ly accoutred,  she  might,  after  all,  be 
"  prett^'."' 

He  sat  next  her,  and  now  he  moved  his 
chair  a  little  nearer  to  hers. 

"  Why  don't  you  sometimes  drive  down 
with  your  father  to  Marlinsburg  ?"  he 
said. 

"I  don't  get  much  time  to  drive  around,'' 
replied  Mercy,  shrinking  intoherself  a  lit- 
tle as  she  felt,  rather  than  observed,  the 
slight  change  in  his  manner. 

' '  I  should  be  pleased  to  take  you  around 
the  town,"' he  continued,  -with  attempted 
gallantr\^. 

"I  can't  go."  Mercy  turned  abruptly 
to  her  father:  "You'd  better  go  out  and 
fetch  in  ma.  She'll  catch  her  death  out 
there  in  the  damp." 

The  old  man  rose  slowly  and  walked 
away. 

"Are  you  going  back  to  Marlinsburg 
to-night  ?''  inquired  Mr.  Baskins's  peculiar 
young  hostess.  She  had  been  perplexed 
upon  this  subject  ever  since  he  had  come, 
and  her  straightforward  and  untaught 
soul  was  determined  to  discover  his  inten- 
tions. 

"I  don't  know,"  replied  her  guest,  in 
some  embarrassment.  ' '  Your  father  said 
something  about  a  house  not  far  away 
where  they  sometimes  took  lodgers.'' 

' '  You  see,  we  haven't  any  room  in  this 
house  to  keep  anybody,"  said  Mercy, with 
frank  seriousness.  "I  didn't  know  but 
you  came  up  to  see  somebody  else." 

"No,"  said  the  young  man,  looking  in- 
tently into  her  face.  "I  came  up  here 
expressly  to  see  you." 

"To  see  me?"  she  repeated,  incredu- 
lously. 

"Your  father  has  told  me  a  good  deal 
about  you,  and  I  thought  I  should  like  to 
get  acquainted  with  you.  He  warned  me 
that  you  didn't  like  company  very  well." 

"  I  wish  pa  would  keep  still,"  said  Mer- 
cy, angrily. 

At  that  moment  the  old  man  appear- 
ed at  the   door,  leading  his  wife  bv  the 


haiul.  She  was  a  flabby,  stout  old  crea- 
ture, and  even  more  untidy  and  unkempt- 
looking  than  her  daughters. 

There  was  a  fire  burning  on  the  ashy 
hearth,  for  it- was  still  early  in  May,  and 
the  evenings  were  chilly.  The  old  wo- 
man, after  a  staring  survey  of  the  new- 
comer, and  a  word  of  welcome  upon  her 
introduction  to  him,  dropped  into  a  large 
rocking-chair  in  the  chimney-corner,  and, 
while  Mr.  Wicks  and  Jim  Baskins  en- 
gaged in  a  monosyllabic  conversation, 
Mercy  and  her  two  sisters  cleared  the  sup- 
per table,  and  in  a  lame  and  perfunctory 
manner  washed  the  dishes.  During  the 
progress  of  her  work,  Mr.  Baskins  had 
ventured  to  address  several  remarks  to 
Mercy,  but  she  had  answered  him  very 
bi'ietly.  It  did  not  suit  that  independent 
young  person  at  all  to  have  her  father 
bringing  home  with  him  young  men  trick- 
ed out  as  this  one  was,  and  avowing  that 
they  had  come  "expressly  to  see  her."  In 
truth,  it  was  chiefly  pondering  upon  this 
strange  avowal  that  had  kept  her  so  silent. 
The  young  men  in  the  neighborhood  of 
"Wicks's  Hollow''  were  all  utterly  dis- 
agreeable to  her,  and  as  she  took  no  pains 
to  disguise  her  feelings,  she  was  naturally 
not  popular  among  them.  She  had  long 
ago  given  up  all  thought  of  life  as  holding 
any  especial  sweetness  or  glorj-  for  herself. 
Love  was  something  that  she  had  read  a 
good  deal  about,  but  she  had  long  felt  that 
there  was  nothing  of  that  sort  in  store  for 
her.  Therefore  the  idea  of  having  a  young 
man  come  to  see  her  aroused  but  faintly 
her  long-subdued  desire  for  afPection  and 
companionship,  and  she  felt  a  vague  and 
unpleasant  self -consciousness  wheneyer 
she  looked  in  Mr.  Baskins's  direction. 

When  her  work,  over  w^hich  she  had 
busied  herself  an  unusually  long  time,  of- 
fered no  further  excuse  for  her  to  move 
about  the  room,  she  beckoned  her  father 
to  come  to  her,  and  held  a  whispered  con- 
versation with  him  in  a  distant  corner  of 
the  room. 

"Not  to-night,"  Mr.  Baskins  heard  the 
old  man  say,  after  a  little. 

' '  Oh  yes, "  pleaded  the  girl.  ' '  The  boys 
may  come  home  any  time  now." 

"But  he's  here,"  objected  Tom  Wicks, 
in  a  loud  whisper. 

"I  don't  care,"  returned  Mercy;  "I 
don't  want  to  see  him.^' 

Mr.  Baskins  winced  a  little.  He  was 
used  to  being  made  a  great  deal  of  among 
his  "set"  in  Marlinsburg,  and  though  he 
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cared  little  enoug"h  for  this  untaught 
daughter  of  the  backwoods,  he  did  not 
enjoy  such  absolute  indifference  on  her 
part.  It  was  rather  interesting  to  see  her 
blue  eyes  open  wide,  to  hear  her  voice, 
and  to  watch  her  stately  figure  as  she 
moved  around  the  room.  On  the  whole, 
he  did  not  fancy  the  idea  of  her  willing- 
ness to  be  gone  all  the  evening  any  more 
than  her  father  seemed  to,  and  he  under- 
stood very  well  from  what  Tom  Wicks 
had  told  him  that  she  was  asking  for  his 
month's  pay,  in  order  to  secrete  it  upon 
the  mountain,  and  that  her  father  was 
protesting  against  such  an  uncourteous 
proceeding.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  Jim  Bas- 
kins  concluded  that  he  had  better  be  going. 

"I  wonder  if  I  can  find  that  place  where 
they  keep  people  overnight  ?"  he  remark- 
ed, interrogatively,  as  Mr.  Wicks,  having 
evidently  been  worsted  in  his  argument 
with  Mercy,  prepared  to  resume  his  seat 
beside  his  guest. 

"  Sho,  now,"  said  the  old  man,  looking 
appealingly  toward  his  daughter ;  ' '  cay  n't 
we  fix  him  up — " 

' '  Now,  pa,  you  know, "  interrupted  Mer- 
cy, fiercely,  "there  isn't  a  decent  bed  in 
the  house." 

"They  ain't  made  o'  down,  I  know," 
admitted  her  father,  meekly;  "but  sho, 
now,  Merce,  cayn't  we  git  him  up — " 

"No,  we  can't,"  declared  Mercy,  per- 
emptorily. And  here  Jim  Baskins,  who 
could  not  help  noticing  that  her  face  had 
assumed  a  color  and  her  eye  a  fire  during 
this  discussion  which  made  her  positively 
handsome,  interrupted  the  discussion  to 
decline  any  further  effort  being  made  to 
arrange  quarters  for  him  in  the  Wicks 
mansion. 

"I  wouldn't  inconvenience  you  for 
anything,  Miss  Mercy,"  he  said,  politely; 
' '  and  although  I  appreciate  your  kind- 
ness, Mr.  Wicks,  it  is  much  better  that  I 
should  go  elsewhere." 

The  genuine  courtesy  of  his  manner 
wakened  Mercy's  sense  of  propriety,  and 
she  spoke  repentantly  and  eagerly. 

"I'll  show  you  the  way,"  she  said. 
"  It  isn't  much  further  for  me  to  go  past 
there.  It  is  a  pretty  good  place — much 
better  than  our  house." 

"I'll  go  with  him  if  he's  got  to  go," 
said  Tom  Wicks,  sullenly. 

"No,  you  needn't,"  returned  Mercy, 
the  violence  of  her  manner  all  gone ;  and 
quietly  taking  down  an  old  straw  hat  and 
a  worn  shawl  from  a  peg  beside  the  door, 


she   put  them  on,  and  they  walked  out 
into  the  clear  starlight  of  the  May  night. 
Everything   was   very   still,  and   they 
hurried  on  some  distance  without  speak- 
ing. 

"I  should  think  you  would  be  afraid 
to  go  upon  the  mountain  alone  at  night," 
said  the  young  man  at  last. 

She  raised  her  shaw^l  and  showed  a  belt 
beneath  it,  in  which  was  thrust  a  revolv- 
er. Then  she  folded  her  shawl  together 
again,  and  drew  herself  up  proudly. 

"  I'm  not  afraid  when  I  have  that  on," 
she  said.  ' '  There's  wild-cats  on  the  mount- 
ain," she  added,  "and  some  foxes,  but  I 
don't  mind  them.  I  don't  mind  any- 
thing"— her  voice  dropped  almost  to  a 
whisper — "when  it's  for  Looly." 

"You  do  it  for  Looly,  then  ?"  said  Jim 
Baskins,  pretending  ignorance. 

"I  don't  know  as  I  ought  to  tell  you," 
she  said,  simply,  and  looking  at  him  hard 
in  the  dim  light,  "but  father  says  you're 
honest  as  the  day  is  long,  and  so  I  don't 
mind  telling  you.  You  see,  the  boys  would 
get  father's  money  if  it  was  left  anywhere 
around  the  house,  so  I  hide  it  up  on  the 
mountain,  and  I'm  going  to  spend  it  for 
Looly  one  of  these  days." 

' '  I  should  think  you  would  have  your 
father  put  it  in  a  bank." 

' '  The  boys  think  that  is  where  he  puts 
it,  but  pa  brings  me  up  a  newspaper  now 
and  then,  and  I'm  always  reading  how 
somebody  has  run  off  with  the  bank's 
money ;  so  when  pa  said,  '  Put  it  in  a 
bank,'  I  said,  '  No ;  I'll  hide  it  where  it  will 
be  scife;'  and  I  do.  You'll  surely  not 
tell  ?" 

' '  Oh  no, "  he  said,  soberly.  ' '  I'm  your 
friend,  and  I  think  it's  very  nice  that 
you  are  saving  up  your  money  for  your 
pretty  little  sister.  Most  girls  would 
spend  it  for  themselves." 

Mercy's  fine  face  softened.  "I'd  rather 
have  Looly  have  things,"  she  exclaimed, 
passionately,  "than,  anything  else  in  the 
world." 

"  Slie  is  a  very  pretty  little  girl,"  said 
Jim  Baskins,  patronizingly. 

' '  She's  very  much  nicer  than  Bet, "  Mer- 
cy continued,  more  quietly.  "She  can 
read  and  write  and  cipher  some;  but  Bet's 
dull  enough." 

"Who  taught  Looly  all  these  things  ?" 

"  I  did,"  said  the  girl.      "  I  don't  know 

who  taught  me.     I  reckon  pa  began  it. 

He  can  read,  and  so  could  ma  years  ago, 

but  she's  forgotten  how.     Bet's  hateful 
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too,"  i)MrsiH'(l  Mercy,  willi  .1  |)liil«)S(»|)liic;il  tlios.-   liin'    iiini     mk-Ii   ms    wo  road  al)oiit,. 

(•aliniHHS  of  analysis,  "  \vl»il<- I.ooly  ncvM-r  I'd  \'ikr.  that    for  iiic  too,  l)nt,   not.  one  of 

is,       I   don't  let  Looly   rim  around  as   lirt  tln-sc  men  around   here,  nor  liUc?  tliis  Mr. 

dooH.      Vvii  seen  lots  of  wickedness  in  tliis  Haskins;   but  of  course  /  cant  ;    I   li.iven't 

noi^hborliood,"  she  went  on,  with  an  air  had  any  <Oiai*icc.      Looly   shall    Ix-  ditl'rr 

of  ex|)(^rienco,  as  if  familiar  with  iIh*  nnil  ent,.      I  won!  have  Looly  f.-.l  ashanird  of 

titudinous  sins  of  a  tliicUly  settled  com  herself  as  1  do,  not  if  1  dn-  for  it." 

nnniity,  which   was  aniusinjr  (,veii  to  Mr.  There  was  a  rustliim  in  iIh-  huslios,  and 

Jim    liasUinss   somewhat   obtuse    ix'rcep-  thr  n^irl   s|)ran<r  up  a  t  rilh-  nervously,  and 

tions,  "but    Looly   sha'n't  sco.  any  of  it.  jM-cred    into    the    darkness,  <-lut<'hin<,'  lier 

I'm  ^^oin^r  to  «-'Ve   Looly  a  cijance.      Ihit  weapon   more  closely.      Then   she    i)iiiled 

here's  your  plac<\      (iood  ni;,^ht."  ln'i- shawl  ai-ound  lu'r,  and  takin^^a  diller- 

She  turned  from  him  abruptly,  the  lint  ent  path  from  that  by  which  she;  had  come, 

tor  of  her  <::arments  swept  past  liim  in  th(^  she  was  not  lon^^  in   reachinj.,^  her  father's 

starli^Hit,  and   he  found   himself  standin-,^  cabin.      "The  boys"  had   not  <!ome  even 

aloniTbesidc^    a   faintly   illumined    house,  yet,  and  all  tluM-est  wen;  asleej),  exceptinj^ 

while  a  dark  li^^njn;  cn-epin;^-  up  a  hill  side  Bet,  who  sat  besich^  i\w.  sputterin^^  candle, 

s(;vei-al    rods  away  showed   him    that   the  noddin;,^  in  a  stupid  doze.     The  foul  airof 

darin*,^  U:'iv\   was  already   W(dl   started   on  tli<-    .sipialid    interior   struck    with   a  now 

her  rn-ajid  of  lo\ .-.           "  fon-r  upon  the  ^^irl's  (luickened  sense. 

Then  he  went  in.    J  Ic  found  that  every  "1    wish    it    was   dilVerent,''  she  sij^^lied 

thin^^  was  as  his  younj,^  conductor  had  de  aloud.      "It  isn't  as  it   ou<j:ht  to  be;    but 

s<'ribed    it,   and    he    was   soon    asleep,  and  dearnu'l  dear  me!    I  ean'l  seem  to  li\   it;" 

tl  ream  i  n<.r  ol"  .vouii;^^  ;.'"irls  who  walked  like  and   slie   wearily   <linii)ed    the  huhh-r  that 

oinpre.ss<'S.  alijured   <'ei-emony  alto<rether,  led  lo  the  loft,  and  was  .soon  asliM'j)  beside 

wo)-e  revolvers  in  their  Ix-lts,  and  clind)ed  her  little  sist<'r. 

lonely  mountains  at  dead  of  ni^Hit.  H  was  less  than  a  week  from  \\\o.  time 
In  lh(;  mean  timcMon-y  was  i-e.solutely  that  .Mr.  I'.askins  had  made  his  lirst  visit 
pursuinj,^  her  way  up  the  mountain  side,  to  Wicks's  Hollow  that  he  found  his  way 
and  it  was  a  full*  hour  aft(>r  she  left  Mr.  thither a;,Min.  This  tiiiK- InM-ame  on  hor.se- 
.Im,  Laskiiis  i)efore  she  paused  at  all.  back  by  him.self,  and  early  in  the  after- 
Then  she  threw  berscdf  <lowii  underneath  noon.  Somehow  the  thought  of  the 
a  irvnxl  pine  tree  which  had  been  struck  proud  ix'wl  whom  he  had  seen  had  haunt 
by^li-^ditniu--,  and  which,  standin;^  by  it-  ed  him.  lie  wisiied.  with  a  sort  of  un- 
self  upon  a  lillle  knoll,  was  easily  discern-  reason.il.le  pei>.isleiiee,  to  .see;  her  a<,^'un, 
ihl,.  IV,,,,,  ihe  v.illev  below.  .•iiid  as  .liiii  llaskjiis,  th(.ueh  by  no  means 
L.Miealh  lis  bare,  and  blasted  limbs  was  r.liiied.and  not  what  would  be  called  a 
a  lar<,n;  brown  stone,  as  lar^^o  as  .Mercy  cult  iv:. led  fellow,  was  cle.ni,  and  had  Immmi 
couhflifl.  but  she  manaL'-ed  to  inser!  her  brouulil  up  by  a.  iH>at  and  methodical 
Land  bei.ealh  it,  and  to  draw  out  tlieiv  mnllier,  he  lhoii--ht  Willi  re;, I  pity  of  Mer- 
from  an  iron  box.  This  she  unlocked,  cys  i^nioranee  of  the  lirst  princi))les  of 
d(»positin;^^  her  treasure  in  it,  and  then  she  tidiness  and  ;;<»o(l  hoiisekee|)inu-. 
relurnedTt  to  its  hidin;^  1>I<><'''-  "  '  wonder,'  rellecLed  Mr.  Laskins  "  I 
"It's  very  slran;,^',"  she  solilo(|ui/e(l,  wonder  if  she  couldn't  leaiai  a  <rood  deal 
"  that  Ih.il.  youiiLT  '"lan  should  have  come  out  of  one  of  the.se  books  that  they  have 
up  from    Marlinsbur;^-  to  sec;  me.     Any  of  about  such  thini^^sr' 

the  youiiL'blloWS  around  Wick.s'sllollow  lie   de<-i(l.(l    that    prob.ibly    she    could, 

coiiid  have  told  him  that   I  didn't  treat  the  and  boii-ht  a.  work  of  I  liat  character :  and 

youn-inen  V(>ry  uell,    .Now  t  bend's  Sally ."  as    Ur    happened    that  very   day  to   conn; 

"Salfv"  was  Mercy's  older  sister.       "  I^lver  across  :i.  little  book  oft  he  nat  ure  of  :i  t  ract 

since  Sally   ma.rri<"(i    Lill,  wli.it.  a    life  slug's  entitled  C/ntn/inrss  is  iir.rf  h>  ( ;<><l/i iirss,^ 

Ird'      Saliv    was    bell. -I-    lliaii    L.l    too,  but  he   detcrinine.l    |o   make    n|.;i    packa;^'-(;  of 

now    its    driiikiu-    .umI    <iuan-el  I  i  ml-    and  books  for   M.mv.v,  a  ikI    lo  inclose  surrepti- 

,,u;,,TelliiiL;-  and    (hankim;-   every    minute,  tiously   within    it    the    t\\<»  volumes  which 

I  woiildn  TnLirrv  oneof  'em  not  f.)r;iny  h.>  i  idrnded  for  li.r  pei-.  .n.i  I  improvement. 
thin-;  and  1  wouldn't  l.t  Looly.  rerli.ips  This  packajr*"  I'"  liiially  <-oncluded  to  lak«' 
Loofy  '11  ^^'-o^^'    "P    •■""'    '"'    '''^•"   Ihe  Ladies      u  p  t  o  her  h  i  msel  f. 

that  Vide  bv  once  in  a  while  in  their  c.ir  lie  found  her  as  iiidilVerent  to  him  as 
ria<COs.       Perhaps    she    will    marry  one  of     beb.re.       The    inlluencesol    t  he  slarli- lit, 


"  von  i.(nM,Y." 
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anil     o\     luM'    rcpiMitaiu'i^     (ov     ]\cv     viulo 
nc-^^  to  hiin.hail  mailo  hor  very  gentle  and 
oiunnuniirative  durinii  tlieir eveninir  walk 

ti\L:(MluM\  hut  Mercy  had  ihouirh.i  matters 
ovfi'  \  iM-y  tliorouii'lilv  "-iiict^  ihrn.aiul  she 
liail  niii'.u*  lip  lu'i-  iiiiinl  1  lial  in  cm^c  .Hni 
Bask i  11^  ^1  ion  111  (>\ cr  coinf  to  \\  icks's  1  lol  ■ 
low  a.n-ain  ^onu'l  hmu"  w  hich  she  thon.i^ht 
ViM-y  nnlikely  It)  liappeii  she  would  not  bo 
an\  nn)re  ai»-reeahJo  to  him  than  was  ab- 
st»inloly  n(H't>Nsarv  loinsunMlu^  safe-keep- 
ing- of  1  h(^socrc't  w  h  icii,  not  kiiowinj^^  of  her 
faihtM'"s  prt^vions  con  licences,  she  felt  that 
slic  had  r:iihiM'  n n  w  iselv  confided  to  him. 

Ihii  AK  i\'\s  iiuhlVerence  was  not  ])roor 
a.^-ain^i  a  packaj>'eof  bean!  ifnl  new  hcui'ks, 

■'  1'\m'  ine?"  she  cried,  wiicn  lie  had 
liaiithHl  riu'in  \o  hri'.  andi  ^lu-  ii:id  (MUMird 
{\\o  hundle.  ■•  A  lul  1  ,oui  V  and  1  can  rrad 
llicm  .      St>c   here.  LooIn  !        \<\\'\    il   ^pleii 

did  r* 

■Nfercy's  face  ii'rew  ro^^y  with  })h^asure. 
and  lier  i\ves  odowtMh  Tiie  young  man 
I'oi'gDL  her  tang-led  braids  and  her  tattered 
gown.     She  was  positively  beautiful. 

Slu^  opened  one  book  after  another  in 
hmviKha-eil  ecstasy,  and  could  liartUy  wait 
till  lu  1-  visitor  had  gone  to  examine  their 
contcmts.  Mr.  Baskins  did  not  stay  very 
long.  He  saw  her  inipaiienct\  and  n 
pleased  while  at  the  same  tune  it  puiucil 
him.  When  ho  rode  away  h(>  menially 
registereil  a  vtnv  U)  ccnne  soon  again  up  to 
Wicks's  1  h>llo\v,  ami  to  observe  what  ef- 
fect the  works.  \\\Hn\  wdioso  selection  \\o 
had  ex  pom  led  Si)  imu'ii  care,  had  had  upon 
the  young  i^-irl  \vlu>m  lu^  so  mmdi  desiri  ij 
to  cultivate. 

That  night,  when  Mercv  went  to  hod. 
she  thought  more  favorably  than  luM\ne 
of  Mr.  J  im  Baskins. 

"  Ili)W  giHul  it  was  ()(  hiiii  h>  hrinjj.-  ns 
SO  many  books!"  she  rcllcclcd,  gratefully. 
*'I  shouldn't  blame  him^ — nor  anybody 
else  —  for  (h^spising  n^  ;  hut  lie  has  hocw 
very  kind  to  ns.  and  llu>  next  time  he 
comt^s,  I'm  going  to  treat  him  better,"  - 

On  the  following  morn  ing  jMercy  was  up 
betimes,  and  as  soon  as  her  father  and  his 
horses  disappeared  behind  the  brow  of  the 
hill  that  overhung  Wicks's  IIoHow  slu^  sat 
down,  w  ith  Looly  beside  her,  to  the  pile  of 
books,  "'riie  boys"  were  otf  on  a  fishing 
expedition.  Bet  was  idling  under  theshade 
of  a  tree  outside,  and  Mrs.  Wicks  rock(Ml 
.and  dlppiMl  in  ])lacid  sinpuhly  hy  thelii'c. 
all  oblivions  cf  ilu^  breakfast  table  sliU 
standing,  and  of  the  general  disorder  of 
the  little  cahm. 


The  cover  of  the  volume  on  Cleanliness 
is  next  to  Godliness  was  of  an  enticing 
blue,  and  ^fercy  hastened  to  open  it  and 

to  inspect  its  contents.  The  subject  was 
(reat(Ml  plainly  and  practically,  and  Mer- 
(  v  riad  on  absorbedly  after  she  had  once 
begun.  Xo  such  work  had  ever  before 
come  under  her  notice,  and  Mr.  Jim  Bas- 
kins had  builded  even  better  tlian  he 
knew  in  inclosing  it  in  his  friendly  pack- 
age. 

''That's  the  way  peoi)le  live,"  she  said, 
raising  her  head  after  a  while,  and  look- 
ing sad  ly  out  of  the  window ;  ' '  nice  people 
don't  live  as  we  do.  That's  the  way  I 
want  you  to  live,  Looly  —  dear  little 
1  A)oly  1*  She  caught  the  delicate  child  up 
in  luvr  arms  and  kissed  her.  "And  yet 
how  we  live!  TIow  lazy,  how  very  lazy, 
we  are!" 

She  s.'it  there  for  a  moment  rocking 
and  kissing  the  child  passionately,  when 
a  shadow  fell  across  the  doorway,  and 
,Mercy  saw  that  a  young  man  was  stand- 
ing there,  and  that  a  beautiful  horse, 
fi'(>in  which  he  had  evidently  just  alight- 
ihI.  was  I'lcd  to  a  tree  outside. 

She  sprang  up  .and  looked  at  him  in 
curious  sur[)rise.      Ih    was  a  gentleman 

1  h  i  s  Mercy  f  ^  d  t ,  w  1 1  h  o  n  t  any  do  f i  n  i  te 
ihonght  ou  the  subject,  in  every  fibre  of 
1  u  1  !  e I  n g  r  1 1(  n  she  looked  down  at  her- 
self.  as  she  had  looked  when  her  father 
had  brouL'lii  dim  Baskins  up  to  see  them. 
only  with  a  keener  mortification,  and 
from  h(  rself  she  looked  around  upon  the 
untidy  room.  If  she  had  felt  its  mean- 
m  ss  and  foulness  a  moment  before,  in 
tlu^  light  shed  upon  it  hy  tlu^  illuminating 
lillle  v(diime  Nvhicdi  slu>  had  just  been 
rtadmg.  luuv  mnch  incu'i^  did  she  feel  it  in 
ihe  pi'esciec  oi  ill  is  man,  who.so  elegance 
and  relinenuail  struck  the  girl  with  a 
senseof  romance—as  if  he  had  just  stepped 
(Mil  of  one  of  the  novels  that  she  had  read. 
His  glance  rested,  as  he  bowed  to  her 
in  kindly  greeting,  upon  the  disordered 
room,  and  Mercy  almost  felt  herself  the 
little  shiiddcM'  which  he  gave  as  he  took 
it  .all  in. 

••  1  know,"  she  cried,  without  waiting 
for  him  to  speak,  intuitively  fathoming 
his  thought,  and  as  intuitively  imploring 
his  huiiency— "  I  know  I  oughtn't  to  have 
let  things  go  so,  but  Mr.  Baskins  brought 
nu^  uj)  some  books  to  read,  and  so  I  sat 
right  down  to  read  them,  Tt  wasn't  nice; 
it  wasn't  right." 

She  spoke  with  an  eagerness  ih.ii.  knuw 
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ing-  nothiiio-  of  the  experience  through 
which  she  had  been  passing,  her  visitor 
could  not  understand. 

He  murmured  some  formal  words,  po- 
litely disclaiming  the  need  of  apology,  but 
was  interrupted  by  the  drawling  tones  of 
Mi*s.  Wicks,  who  had  temporarily  roused 
hei*self  to  gaze  upon  the  distinguished 
stranger. 

•'  Law,  Merce,"  she  said,  tugging  at  her 
chair  so  as  to  bring  it  around  whei*e  she 
could  get  a  better  view  of  their  visitor, 
"what  ye  goin'  on  so,  fer  ?  Cay  n't  ye  give 
the  gen'leman  a  chair  ?" 

"Excuse  me,"  said  the  young  man, 
who  seemed  little  more  than  a  boy,  with 
his  fresh  face,  slight  mustache,  and  crisp 
dark  hair;  "my  name  is  Wesley  Spar- 
hawk,  and  I  live  in  Marlinsburg.  I  was 
about  taking  a  ride  across  the  mountain, 
and  my  father  suggested  that  I  should 
take  with  me  some  Bibles  and  tracts,  and 
distribute  them  along  the  way.  I'm  not 
much  used  to  such  work,"  he  said,  smiling 
into  Mercy's  eager  face,  "but  I'm  more 
than  willing  to  try  and  do  a  little  good — and 
I  will  leave  some  with  you.  if  you  like.'' 

Looly  took  a  book  that  the  stranger 
held  out  to  her.  and  gazed  up  into  his 
handsome  eyes  with  winning  sweetness. 
He  had  spoken  rapidly,  and  Mrs. Wicks 
had  not  been  able  to  rouse  herself  enough 
to  follow  him. 

"What  ?"  she  said,  stupidly. 

The  sound  of  her  crackling  voice  check- 
ed the  answering  smile  with  which  Wesley 
Sparhawkwas  looking  back  into  the  child's 
face,  and  just  then  Bet  came  sauntering  in 
at  the  door,  adding  another  unpicturesque 
element  to  the  already  far  from  pleasant 
scene. 

"Some  Bibles  and  tracts,"  repeated  the 
young  man. 

"Ye  don't  mean  it  1"  rejoined  Mrs. 
Wicks,  having  finally  grasped  his  mean- 
ing. "Law  I  I've  seen — men  with  sech 
things  —  colporteurs,  ain't  it?" — extrica- 
ting the  word  from  the  confusion  of  her 
memory  with  a  ludicrous  effort — "but  ye 
don't  look  like  that  kind — ye  don't,  reely." 

In  response  to  this  remark,  which  she 
evidently  intended  to  be  highly  compli- 
mentary, the  young  man  looked  down  at 
his  clothes,  as  if  with,  a  sudden  sense  of 
their  unfitness,  and  blushed  slightly. 

"I'm  not,  exactly,"  he  stammered,  ap- 
proaching her  with  a  tract  in  his  hand, 
*  •  but  I  trust  that  you  will  like  the  books 
that  I  leave  with  you  just  as  well.'' 


Mercy  had  caught  at  the  Testament 
which  he  had  given  Looly,  and  was  look- 
ing at  it  intently. 

"  I've  one  just  like  it,"  she  said,  proud- 
ly. "See  here,"  and  she  ha.stened  to  get 
the  well-thumbed  volume  from  a  shelf 
near  by  and  to  exhibit  it. 

"That's  good,"  said  Mr.  Wesley  Spar- 
hawk,  approvingly,  and  noting  the  girl's 
glowing  face  and  noble  carriage  with  sur- 
prised interest.  "Please  accept  this  Bible;" 
and  he  held  out  to  her  the  most  elegantly 
bound  among  the  half-dozen  books  that  he 
carried. 

Her  hand  trembled  with  pleasure  as  she 
took  it.  "Thank  you,"  she  said,  simply; 
"  I  love  dearly  to  read." 

The  difference  between  the  girl's  lan- 
guage and  her  mother's  struck  the  young 
man  with  astonishment.  This  slovenly, 
good-looking,  majestic  young  daughter  of 
the  backwoods  interested  him. 

"I  see  you  have  a  good  many  books," 
he  said,  pointing  to  the  pile  beside  the 
chair  where  she  had  been  sitting. 

•  Yes,''  she  said — "some  new  ones  that 
Mr.  Baskins  sent  us.  Some  of  them  tell 
about  housekeeping  and  such  things.  I've 
learned  a  great  deal  from  them,  and  I  mean 
to  read  every  word  in  them.  It's  for 
Looly  more  than  for  the  rest  of  us,"  she 
went  on,  in  obedience  to  the  look  of  in- 
quiry in  his  face.  ' '  It  doesn't  make  much 
difference  about  Bet  and  me — we're  older 
— but  I  mean  to  give  Looly  a  chance  to 
learn  and  have  things,  and  I  mean  to 
bring  her  ui>  right.  This  is  Looly."  She 
gathered  the  child  to  her  affectionately. 
"  I  want  her  to  grow  up  to  be  a  lady." 

The  terrible  discrepancy'  between  her 
desires  and  the  realistic  squalor  of  the 
room  seemed  to  strike  the  poor  girl  with 
crushing  force.  Her  self-command  failed 
her  in  her  excitement ;  she  put  her  apron 
to  her  face,  and  he  could  see  that  she  was 
crying  quietly,  while  Mi's.  Wicks  began  a 
drawling  remonstrance.  The  whole  thing 
was  a  total  mystery  to  her. 

The  young  man  flushed  with  pity.  The 
situation  lay  revealed  before  him,  and  he 
felt  an  instinctive  desire  to  help  this  grop- 
ing soul. 

"I'm  very  sorry,"  he  said.  "I'm  going 
to  be  gone  several  days,  but  when  I  come 
back  I  shall  stop  again,  and  leave  you 
some  more  books."  He  handed  some 
tracts  to  Bet  as  he  spoke,  and  bidding 
them  all  a  courteous  good-morning,  flung 
himself  upon  his  horse  and  rode  away. 
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Mercy  rose  and  wiped  lier  eyes,  and  as 
she  looked  after  Mr.  Wesley  Sparhawk, 
riding"  up  the  mountain -side,  her  heart 
gave  a  qu  ick,  determined  throb.  ' '  It  shall 
be  different  when  he  comes  again,"  she 
resolved,  and  turning-  back  into  the  un- 
sightly room,  she  began  with  a  firmness 
of  touch  and  an  energy  of  spirit  not  un- 
like that  which  must  have  characterized 
the  great  reformers  to  inaugurate  in  her 
own  small  sphere  an  era  of  reform. 

An  hour  later  she  sat  over  her  little  sis- 
ter, curling  her  long  lig-lit  hair — Mercy's 
pride,  but  hitherto  only  occasionally  re- 
duced to  order.  Then  Bet  received  what 
that  young  woman  described  to  her  bro- 
thers later  as  a  "goings-over,"  and  after- 
ward Mercy  herself  underwent  a  species 
of  transformation,  and  thoroughly  wea- 
ried, but  with  a  glow  of  pride  more  fervent 
than  any  that  she  had  ever  known  before, 
she  sat  down  to  g-aze  about  her,  and  to 
enjoy  the  result  of  her  hardly  worked 
out  resolution.     Then  she  fell  to  reading. 

That  night  she  lay  long  awake  ponder- 
ing on  what  she  had  read,  on  the  ways 
which  she  might  use  to  bring  about  cer- 
tain needed  reforms,  and  on  the  strange 
happenings  of  the  day.  The  thought  of 
resentment  toward  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  had 
not  occurred  to  Mercy.  Instead,  her  soul, 
which  had  scarcely  ever  known  a  small 
or  a  selfish  consideration,  was  filled  with 
gratitude  to  him.  She  understood  now 
how  it  had  been  something  more  than 
shame  of  their  poverty  which  had  made 
her  so  averse  to  going  anywhere  or  to 
having  company,  and  why  the  better  class 
of  their  neighbors  upon  the  mountain  had 
seemed  to  slight  and  shun  them.  She  felt 
that  now  she  had  found  the  key  to  better 
times  for  Wicks's  Hollow,  and  her  soul 
rejoiced  with  the  consciousness  as  she  fell 
asleep. 

A  few  days  later  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  paid 
another  visit  to  the  locality  which  had 
come  to  hold  such  a  fascination  for  him, 
and  he  was  filled  with  an  honest  pleasure 
when  he  saw  signs  of  revolutionary  tend- 
encies among  the  residents  in  the  Wicks 
cottage  as  he  drew  rein  before  the  door. 
By  the  window,  and  showing  unmistaka- 
ble signs  of  careful  attention  to  her  toilet, 
sat  Mercy  herself,  awkwardly,  but  with 
feverish  haste,  sewing  away  upon  a  piece 
of  new  calico. 

"I'm  making  a  dress  for  Looly,"  she 
announced,  smilingly,  looking  up  at  him 
with  a  tired  and  heated  face  as  he  entered. 


but  not  deigning  to  rise.  "I've  enjoyed 
those  books  so  much  !  Looly  and  I  have 
read  nearly  all  of  them,  haven't  we, 
Looly  ?" 

The  child  nodded,  and  crept  close  to  her 
sister. 

"I'm  very  glad,"  commented  Mr.  Bas- 
kins, with  a  beaming  face.  ' '  I  thought 
you'd  like  them.  And  how  nice  you  look 
here !  You  must  be  expecting  a  beau,  I 
guess." 

Bet,  who  was  lying. on  a  settee  in  the 
corner,  giggled  at  this,  and  sat  up,  as 
though  the  conversation  for  once  began 
to  assume  an  interesting  complexion;  and 
Mrs.  Wicks,  who  was  stationed  by  the 
door  in  the  inevitable  rocking-chair,  and 
engaged  in  her  usual  absorbing  occupa- 
tion of  dipping  snuff,  cackled  forth  a  fee- 
ble expression  of  mirth. 

"  Sal  used  ter  have  lots  o'  beaus,"  she 
remarked,  proudly,  and.  smiling  a  weak 
but  approving  smile  upon  Mr.  Jim  Bas- 
kins, as  she  thus  endeavored  to  cover  what 
she  considered  to  be  one  of  Mercy's  most 
important  deficiencies.  ' '  An'  Bet  seems 
ter  please  the  young  fellers  more'n  Merce 
does,  "she  continued.  "  Merce  she  cay  n't 
abide  'em,  she  says.  I  do'  know — I  sh'd 
think — "  And  here  Mrs.  Wicks's  dis- 
course relapsed  into  a  mumble  which  nei- 
ther Mr.  Jim  Baskins  nor  any  of  the  oth- 
ers present  could  very  well  understand. 

' '  I  liked  this  book  best, "  said  Mercy,  ig- 
noring the  recent  turn  of  the  conversation. 
Her  heightened  color  and  uplifted  head 
were  the  only  indications  that  she  had 
heard  what  h  ad  j  ust  been  said.  She  took  up 
one  of  the  books  as  she  spoke,  and  opened 
its  leaves  caressingly,  and  though  Mr.  Jim 
Baskins  could  not  understand  her  fond- 
ness for  it,  nor  for  any  other  book,  not 
being  a  man  much  addicted  to  reading,  he 
sat  down  and  devoted  his  energies  to 
making  himself  agreeable  to  this  obdu- 
rate young  woman.  She  was  handsome 
enough  to  excite  his  profoundest  admira- 
tion this  afternoon,  and  in  her  gratitude 
to  him  was  uncommonly  complaisant. 
Her  subdued  laugh  rang  out  pleasantly 
several  times,  and  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  had  to 
acknowledge  to  himself  that  he  had  nev- 
er heard  a  more  melodious  voice  than 
hers.  It  was  not  until  the  shackly  wag- 
on and  lean  horses  of  old  Tom  Wicks  came 
rattling  down  into  the  Hollow  that  Mer- 
cy's visitor  took  any  thought  of  the  fiight 
of  time.  She  politely  invited  him  to  stay 
to  supper  again,  but  she  did  not  urge  him. 
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She  had  been  civil,  and  even  very  plea- 
sant, to  Mr.  Jim  Baskins,  but  she  did  not 
like  him  very  well,  after  all.  and  she  was 
not  sorry  when  lie  declined  her  invitation 
with  thanks,  remounted  his  horse,  and 
rode  slowly  away.  To  tell  the  truth,  Mr. 
Jim  Baskins  was  getting  to  be  very  much 
in  love,  and,  as  the  Marlinsburg  belles  of 
that  3'oung  gentleman's  "circle''  would 
have  expressed  it.  "  with  one  of  those" — or 
the  belles  might  have  said  "them" — "low- 
down  AVickses  upon  the  mountain." 

It  was  two  or  three  days  after  this  that 
another  young  man  flung  himself  from 
his  horse  and  entered  the  Wicks  cabin. 
It  was  Mr.  Wesley  Sparhawk,  who  had 
been  playing  in  a  rather  amateur  but 
quite  honest  fashion  the  part  of  a  mission- 
ary toward  the  benighted  mountaineers 
in  tlie  region  adjacent  to  his  home.  Young 
Sparhawk  had  not  found  this  improvised 
sort  of  "  circuit -riding"  altogether  pro- 
ductive of  pleasure,  and  his  face  was  some- 
what paler  and  his  air  more  subdued  than 
when  he  had  called  before  in  Wicks's  Hol- 
low. Still,  as  Mr.  Wesley  Sparhawk  had 
a  good  deal  of  "  bottom,''  he  was  not  dis- 
heartened. He  was  only  a  young  man 
accustomed  to  no  harder  labor  than  such  as 
pertained  to  the  care  of  his  toilet  and  to 
the  acquisition  of  his  lessons  at  school 
and  at  college,  and  he  had  found  his  long 
ride  and  the  numerous  calls  that  he  had 
made  in  his  new  capacity  excessively  ex- 
hausting. He  had  rather  dreaded  appear- 
ing again  at  the  Wicks  cottage,  for  scarce- 
ly in  all  his  tour  had  he  encountered  one 
so  uninviting.  But  he  remembered  the 
tall,  fine-faced  girl  whom  he  had  seen 
there,  and  he  felt  a  strong  desire  to  see 
her  again,  and  to  learn  if  the  protesta- 
tions that  she  had  made  so  earnestly  had 
amounted  to  anything. 

Mercy  saw  him  coming,  for  though  she 
would  not  have  admitted  it  even  to  her- 
self, she  had  been  watching  for  him  for 
several  days,  and  she  looked  around  her 
home  at  the  various  metamorphoses  which 
she  had  accomplished,  with  a  flutter  of 
pride  and  delight.  It  was  true  that  Bet 
had  hardly  been  able  to  keep  up  with 
the  march  of  civilization  in  Wicks's  Hol- 
low, and  that  Mrs.  Wicks,  long  since  past 
regeneration,  had  absolutely  refused  to 
submit  to  many  of  Mercy's  regulations. 
She  had  even  roused  herself  to  a  more  vio- 
lent exertion  than  for  several  years  past, 
to  denounce  in  unqualified  terms  the  rev- 
olutionary measures  which  undoubtedly 


contrilnited  more  to  her  immediate  dis- 
comfort than  to  her  pleasure.  Therefore 
she  still  remained  a  blot  of  no  small  pro- 
portions upon  the  landscape;  but  Mercy 
herself  was  fresh  and  neat,  Looly  was  as 
sweet  as  a  daisy,  and  the  cabin  was  as 
clean  as  Mercy's  strong  j'oung  arms  could 
make  it. 

Mr.  Weslej'  Sparhawk  paused  upon  the 
threshold,  and  surveyed  Mercy's  rejuve- 
nated domains  with  a  smile  of  surprised 
approval. 

"I  declare  you've  kept  your  word,"  he 
said,  and  as  he  took  her  hand  and  looked 
into  her  proud  ej'es  the  blood  flowed  fast- 
er in  his  veins,  and  she  felt  a  thousandfold 
repaid  for  the  labor  she  had  given,  and  a 
new  impulse  to  continue  the  good  work. 

He  came  into  the  cabin  and  sat  down, 
laying  beside  her  chair  a  pile  of  books 
and  papers  which  he  had  brought.  A  book 
Avhich  she  had  been  reading  lay  on  the  win- 
dow-sill; it  was  the  book  of  which  she  had 
spoken  in  such  admiring  terms  to  Mr.  Bas- 
kins. He  picked  it  up  and  turned  the 
leaves. 

"This  is  a  nice  story,"  he  said;  "the 
only  trouble  with  it  is  that  it  ends  in  such 
an  improbable  way." 

The  girl  looked  at  him  inquiringly. 
This  was  iconoclastic. 

"I  mean,"  he  explained,  "that  it  was  a 
pity  the  hero  should  have  married  that 
girl.  Not  but  that  she  was  noble  and  all 
that,  but  they  had  been  brought  up  so  dif- 
ferently, of  course  thej"  could  never  be 
happy  together.  It  isn't  in  reason,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Wesley  Sparhawk, marking  the 
intense  concern  which  the  girl  manifested, 
and  glad  to  be  able  to  enligliten  her /ig- 
norance by  his  exegesis.  '"He  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  midst  of  elegance,  and 
her  advantages — ''  Ha  checked  himself. 
He  had  forgotten  for  a  moment  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  was  speak- 
ing, "It  was  different  with  her,"  he  con- 
cluded, lamely. 

"Yes,"  said  Mercy,  in  a  low  voice, 
"she  had  been  poor  always,  and  hadn't 
had  any  chance." 

"It  made  a  nice  story,  only  it  couldn't 
ever  have  happened  and  turned  out  well 
in  real  life,  you  see.  The  general  test  to 
apply  to  a  painting  or  a  story  or  almost 
anything  is.  Is  it  natural  ?  is  it  practical  ? 
If  it  isn't,  it  isn't  good." 

"Yes, "said  Mercy,  gravely,  "I  under- 
stand. ''  She  drew  herself  up  a  little.  Her 
pride  had  been  touched,  how  deeply  she 
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did  not  know  until  long  afterward.  Her 
large  toil-stained  hands,  especially  disfig- 
ured by  recent  unwonted  exertions, opened 
and  closed  con  vulsi  vel  y .  Was  there,  then , 
no  chance  that  Looly  should  ever  grow 
up  to  marry  a  different  sort  of  man  from 
Sally's  Bill  and  the  young  men  around 
Wicks's  Hollow  ?  And  a  dim  little  hope 
that,  in  spite  of  her  efforts  to  crush  it,  had 
dared  to  bloom  for  herself  in  her  inner- 
most heart  seemed  to  be  trodden  down  in 
a  moment. 

The  young  man  sat  talking  longer  than 
he  had  meant  to.  He  felt,  without  formu- 
lating his  feelings,  that  he  had  hurt  the 
girl's  self-respect  a  little,  and  he  tried  to 
make  her  forget  it,  by  taking  up  book  after 
book  and  commenting  laughingly  upon 
them  all.  And  Mercy  forgot  everything 
■else  in  listening  to  him,  until  she  too  be- 
gan to  impart  her  impressions  of  what  she 
had  been  reading,  and  her  ideas  were  so 
nnsophisticated,  so  daring,  so  original, 
her  face  was  so  fair,  and  her  eyes  so  lu- 
minous while  she  told  of  them,  that,  un- 
awares, the  young  man  was  more  charmed 
by  her  than  he  would  have  cared  to  own. 

"I  wish  you  would  go  down  to  Mar- 
linsburg  to  some  of  the  meetings,"  he  said 
■at  last.      "You  would  like  them." 

Mercy  shook  her  head.  ' '  I  wouldn't 
go  down  there  for  anything,"  she  said. 
Her  figure  dilated  a  little,  and  she  held 
her  head  a  trifle  higher.  ' '  The  Marlins- 
burg  people  look  at  me  so,"  she  added,  "I 
<ian't  stand  it.  I've  only  a  sun-bonnet  to 
wear  and  a  calico  dress,  and  I'm  never  go- 
ing anywhere  again  until  we  get  enough 
money  saved  to  educate  Looly.  It's  too 
late  to  do  much  for  me,  but  I  mean  to  give 
her  a  good  chance." 

The  young  man  asked  some  questions 
about  this  matter,  and  Mercy  told  him 
what  she  was  doing,  though  not  so  fully 
as  she  had  told  Mr.  Jim  Baskins. 

"  And  your  father  is  saving  this  money 
for  Looly  ?" 

' '  He  lets  me  save  it, "  she  said,  smilingly. 

The  young  man,  accustomed  as  he  had 
always  been  to  the  luxuries  of  great  wealth, 
glanced  pitifully  around  the  bare  little 
dwelling.  To  put  away  money  needed,  it 
seemed  to  him,  to  supply  the  daily  wants 
of  life,  for  such  a  purpose  as  that  for  which 
this  girl  was  hoarding  it,  struck  him  as 
rather  fine^rather  grand.  He  began  to 
admire  this  strange  exotic  among  the  reg- 
ulation "poor  white"  growths  of  Wicks's 
Hollow  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart. 


The  clock  struck  six. 

' '  I  must  go, "  said  the  young  man,  rising 
reluctantly.  "I've  a  fancy  that  you  will 
go  to  the  meetings  some  time  if  I'll  come 
and  get  you,"  he  added,  as  he  rode  away. 

She  shook  her  head,  but  she  smiled. 
She  would  rather  do  even  that  than  not 
to  see  him  again. 

"I  reckon  you  will,"  he  laughed  back 
to  her,  and  her  heart  thrilled  with  intense 
regret  as  she  watched  him  disappear  be- 
hind the  hill.  How  handsome,  how  dis- 
tinguished he  was!  How  inferior  to  him 
Mr.  Jim  Baskins  appeared  as  she  mentally 
comipared  them  1  Yet  perhaps  she  should 
never  see  him  again,  and  her  heart  gave  a 
great  throb  of  pain  as  she  thought,  but  she 
did  not  stop  to  account  for  it. 

It  was  now  nearly  time  for  her  father 
to  come  home,  and  Mercy  hastened  to  kin- 
dle a  fire,  and  to  get  everything  in  readi- 
ness for  his  arrival.  She  had  been  very 
watchful  of  him  and  attentive  to  his  wants 
lately,  and  no  one  had  appreciated  more 
warmly,  or  at  least  more  demonstrative- 
ly, than  he  the  efforts  which  she  had  been 
making  for  the  elevation  of  the  Wicks 
family. 

"Now  ye  don't,  Merce!"  he  had  ex- 
claimed, when  the  reforms  had  first  be- 
gun in  earnest.  "Law,  now,  chile,  ye've 
had  all  the  work  to  do  for  years  now,  an' 
I  allers  thought  ye  more'n  done  yer  ,juty; 
but  now —  Law,  Merce,  I'm  right  smart 
proud  o'  ye;  I  reely  be!" 

Mercy  loved  her  father  next  to  Looly 
of  all  the  family,  and  his  praise  was  very 
sweet  to  her;  and  so  when  the  hour  drew 
on  for  him  to  appear — earlier  than  usual 
on  this  night,  as  it  was  Saturday,  the  day 
on  which  Mr.  Jim  Baskins  had  made  his 
first  visit  to  Wicks's  Hollow — she  saw  to 
it  that  her  father  should  be  well  received. 
A  stern  something  within  the  girl,  some- 
thing which  must  have  descended  to  her 
from  some  far-back  Puritan  ancestor,  was 
constantly  warning  her  against  retrogra- 
dation. 

"  I'm  going  to  keep  it  up,"  she  had  said 
to  herself  through  shut  teeth,  when  her  mo- 
ther and  Bet  had  stood  like  roaring  lions, 
so  to  speak,  in  the  way  of  her  projects — 
"I'm  going  to  keep  it  up  if  it  kills  me." 
But  it  was  not  going  to  kill  her.  Her 
plans  once  matured  and  system  once  in- 
augurated, she  had  an  executive  ability 
and  a  natural  love  of  Diethod  which  were 
gradually  developing,  and  which  made 
thiijors  easv  for  her. 
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Young  Sparliawk  remembered  liis  part- 
ing words  to  her.  Indeed,  they  and  Mer- 
cy Wicks's  face  had  been  in  his  mind  a 
great  deal  since  lie  had  made  such  an  un- 
expectedly long  call  at  Wicks's  Hollow, 
and  he  had  wanted  to  go  and  see  her 
again  even  before  he  could  invent  a  reason- 
able excuse.  But  he  learned  that  a  camp- 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  a  grove  half- 
way between  Marlinsburg  and  Wicks's 
Hollow,  and  he  decided  to  invite  Mercy  to 
attend  it  on  a  certain  afternoon  with  him. 
As  he  mounted  his  buggy  and  took  an 
early  start  for  the  mountain  he  could  not 
conceal  from  himself  that  the  camp-meet- 
ing would  offer  a  pleasanter  way  of  keep- 
ing his  promise  to  Mercy  than  bringing 
her  down  to  Marlinsburg  where  he  was 
well  known,  and  where  he  understood  that 
no  amount  of  deference  to  his  acknow- 
ledged desire  to  do  good  would  mitigate 
the  fact  that  he  was,  in  a  small  way, 
"waiting  upon''  a  young  woman  in  just 
the  social  position  of  Miss  Mercy  Wicks. 

Mercy,  in  the  mean  time,  had  passed 
through  a  rather  harrowing  experience, 
Mr.  Jim  Raskins  having  made  her  anoth- 
er visit,  and  his  manner  having  been  such 
that  Mercy  had  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
her  to  treat  him  in  a  very  cavalier,  not 
to  say  forbidding,  way.  In  fact,  so  very 
caustic  had  she  been  upon  his  departure 
that  Mr.  Jim  Raskins  had  left  in  high 
dudgeon,  and  she  knew  very  well  that 
he  would  never  come  back.  He  had  not 
"  made  love''  to  Mercy,  but  her  quick 
sense  had  detected  strong  indications  that 
he  was  about  to  do  so,  and  she  had  felt 
that  that  was  something  she  could  not 
and  would  not  allow.  She  had  thought 
of  it  since  with  some  misgivings.  Hoav 
kind  Jim  Raskins  had  been  to  give  her  those 
books  I  What  a  blessing  they  had  proved 
to  her  I  Perhaps  she  had  been  too  rude 
to  him ;  and  then  perhaps — she  had  glean- 
ed this  impression  from  the  stories  that  she 
had  read — perhaps  she  ought  to  give  Mr. 
Raskins  back  the  books  he  had  brought 
her.  This  was  much  against  Mercy's  in- 
clinations, and  she  did  not  propose  to  do 
it  unless  some  new  revelation  of  her  dut}^ 
should  be  made  to  her. 

When  young  Sparliawk  drove  up  to 
the  door,  therefore,  Mercy  was  sitting  in 
a  deep  brown-study  by  the  window,  with 
her  sewing  lying  unheeded  in  her  lap ;  but 
when  his  eyes  met  hers,  a  tell-tale  glow 
overspread  her  face,  and  she  sprang  up  to 
vrelcome  him.    A  voice  within  him  cliided 


him  a  little  as  he  saw  her  brightening  face. 
Were  these  quite  the  circumstances  under 
which  to  do  missionary  Avork  to  the  best 
advantage  ? 

Rut  it  was"  a  beautiful  day,  and  he  felt 
young  and  happy,  and  he  acknowledged 
to  himself  a  very  strong  desire  to  listen 
again  to  this  frank  girl's  pleasant  voice, 
and  to  watch  her  as  she  made  her  odd 
comments  upon  life  and  books. 

Rut  Mercy  steadfastly  refused  to  go  to 
the  meeting  with  him.  And  when  he 
found  there  was  really  no  use  in  urging 
her,  he  asked  her  suddenly  if  she  wouldn't 
ride  a  little  way  with  him. 

Her  face  flushed  with  pleasure,  and  her 
heart  beat  so  fast  that  she  could  scarcely 
answer  him. 

"To  drive  with  you?"  she  repeated, 
wonderingly.  This  was  like  the  books 
that  she  had  read.  It  was  like  a  beauti- 
ful dream.  Rut  she  preserved  outwardly 
her  usual  calm  dignity  of  demeanor  as 
she  made  her  preparations,  and  amid  the 
wide-mouthed  but  fortunately  indistinct 
comments  of  her  mother  and  of  Ret,  she 
kissed  Looly,  and  drove  away  with  Wes- 
ley Sparliawk.  Their  road  lay  through 
l)iny.  shady  woods.  The  girl  threw  off 
her  ugly  sun-bonnet,  and  her  fair  hair 
curled  about  her  glowing  face  as  she  talk- 
ed gayly  with  him  of  the  books  that  she 
had  read  and  of  the  scenes  through  which 
they  had  been  passing. 

It  was  like  a  fairy  hour  to  her,  and  a 
most  delightful  experience  to  him,  and 
when  he  left  her  at  the  door  of  the  little 
cabin  he  promised  to  come  up  soon  again, 
and  to  bring  her  up  some  books  of  which 
he  had  been  telling  her. 

Refore  many  days  he  kept  his  word, 
and  appeared  bearing  the  parcel  of  books 
that  he  had  promised.  A  week  later  he 
came  again,  and  another  visit  succeeded. 
R3'  this  time  the  young  man  owned  to  him- 
self that  he  was  the  victim  of  a  violent 
passion  for  the  beautiful  backwoods  girl, 
and  Mercy  knew  in  her  secret  heart  that 
she  was  living  but  for  her  lover's  smile, 
and  that  the  days  were  dark  when  he  did 
not  come.  Still  the  young  man  said  no- 
thing. So  beautiful  a  dream  should  not 
be  disturbed,  he  reasoned  in  his  blindness. 

One  evening,  after  he  had  left  her,  Mercy 
watched  him  out  of  sight,  and  Looly,  who 
had  come  quietly  up  beside  her  as  she 
stood  looking  after  him,  twined  her  arms 
around  her  sister,  and  tliey  walked  grave- 
]v  in  together.     Tlien  Mercy  moved  si- 
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lently  about  the  room  preparing*  the  sup- 
per. Her  mother  had  grown  almost  afraid 
of  her,  and  very  respectful,  since  this  fine 
young  man  had  begun  to  come  to  Wicks's 
Hollow,  and,  indeed,  Mercy's  manner,  al- 
ways dignified,  had  become  almost  majes- 
tic during  these  glorified  weeks  which 
had  seen  tlie  growth  of  this  love  in  her 
heart — a  love  sucli  as  the  common  souls 
by  which  she  was  surrounded  could  nei- 
ther appreciate  nor  understand.  Tliey 
had  all  felt  a  subtle  change  in  her,  even 
to  "the  boys,"  but  they  had  dared  to  say 
very  little  to  her,  though  at  Bet,  who  was 
constantly  indulging-  in.  flirtations  with 
the  neighboring-  farmers'  sons,  they  were 
always  flinging  taunts  and  innuendoes. 
To-night,  however,  when  "Jake"  came 
home  he  had  been  drinking  a  little,  and 
he  had  met  Wesley  Sparhawk  as  he  had 
been  going-  home. 

"Fine  beau  ye  have  thar,  Merce,"  he 
said,  sulkily,  as  he  came  in  at  the  door. 
"Wonder  'f  he'll  be  too  stuck  up  ter  speak 
to  his  gal's  relations  after  the  weddin'  ?" 

Mercy  turned  on  him  with  flaming 
eyes,  and  seemed  to  grow  perceptibly 
taller  as  she  looked  at  him. 

"He's  not  my  'beau'!"  she  cried,  pas- 
sionately. "Don't  you  ever  say  such  a 
thing  as  that  again ;"  and  the  boy,  excited 
though  he  was  with  drink,  did  not  dare  to 
open  his  lips  again. 

That  night  Mercy  went  early  to  bed,  but 
her  brother's  words  rang  in  her  ears,  and 
she  kept  thinking,  over  and  over  again, 
of  the  story  of  which  Wesley  Sparhawk 
had  talked  with  her  weeks  before. 

"He  had  been  brought  up  in  luxury, 
and  she — so  differently."  "They  could 
never  have  been  happy. "  ' '  It  could  never 
have  happened  in  real  life." 

As  she  thought,  she  sobbed  and  cried 
until,  with  the  violence  of  her  grief,  al- 
though the  night  had  worn  then  into  the 
small  hours,  she  even  wakened  Looly, 
who  begged  piteously  to  know  why  she 
was  weeping.  The  morning  was  growing 
red  in  the  east  before  she  finally  fell  asleep. 

The  next  day  she  read  the  story  over 
again.  Somehow  lately  she  had  not 
thought  much  about  it.  After  she  finish- 
ed reading  it  she  laid  the  book  down  and 
thought  out  a  sequel  to  it.  Her  quicken- 
ed imagination  devised  a  multitude  of 
things  which  a  girl  like  the  one  in  the 
story  might  do  to  shock  and  offend  a  fas- 
tidious husband.  No ;  such  a  thing  could 
not  happen  in  real  life,  as  Wesley  Spar- 


hawk had  said.  It  ought  not  to  happen. 
People  should  marry  people  something 
like  themselves;  and  as  she  worked  out 
the  problem  more  and  more  clearly  and 
convincingly  in  her  mind,  a  little  poem 
which  she  had  read  somewhere,  and  which 
had  for  its  refrain, 

"  I  have  dreamed  my  dream, 
I  have  wakened  at  last," 

flitted  through  her  mind  again  and 
again  as  she  went  sternly  about  her  work. 

In  the  afternoon  she  had  usually  sat 
down  of  late  to  a  long,  happy  time  of  sew- 
ing, or  of  reading  with  Looly,  but  to-day 
Mercy  could  not  work.  She  could  only 
sit  and  hold  her  little  sister  and  cry  silent- 
ly as  she  kissed  and  kissed  the  wondering 
child's  face.  It  was  only  two  or  three 
nights  before  that  she  had  made  the  long, 
lonely  journey  up  the  mountain-side  to  de- 
posit some  more  money  for  Looly.  The 
boys  were  getting  very  impatient  lately 
because  so  little  of  their  father's  earnings 
found  its  way  into  their  hands,  and  Mercy 
was  inwardly  fretted  lest  Jim  Baskins  in 
his  pique  had  managed  to  let  them  know 
her  secret.  She  had  therefore  removed 
the  box  in  which  she  kept  the  money  to 
an  altogether  different  part  of  the  mount- 
ain from  where  it  had  been  before,  and 
had  hidden  it  anew. 

"Whatever  happens  to  me,  my  pet, 
your  future  shall  be  sure,"  she  murmured 
in  the  child's  ear.  "Mercy  will  see  to  it 
that  her  little  Looly  has  a  chance.  She 
shall  have  everything  that  Mercy  can  get 
for  her." 

Then  she  looked  up  and  started,  for  a 
horse  was  cantering  swiftly  down  the  hill, 
and  she  knew  that  Wesley  Sparhawk  had 
come  again. 

He  alighted,  fastened  his  horse,  and 
came  toward  her.  She  looked  very  grave 
and  stately,  and  very  cold,  though  her  lashes 
were  wet,  and  she  w^as  holding  her  little  sis- 
ter to  her  with  desiderate  closeness.  When 
he  had  left  her  on  the  evening  before,  she 
had  been  all  smiles  and  warmth.  He 
could  not  understand  this  sudden  change. 
He  took  a  seat  beside  her  underneath  the 
great  tree  where  she  had  been  sitting,  and 
then  she  released  Looly,  whispering  in  her 
ear,  and  the  child  silently  disappeared, 
leaving  them  alone  together. 

Young  Sparhawk's  face  was  very  pale^ 
and  his  lips  trembled,  and  as  soon  as  the 
little  girl  had  left  them  he  began,  impetu- 
ously:  "I  have  come  back  because — be- 
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cause  I  have  thought  it  over  a  good  many 
times,  and  I  want — I  want,  as  you  say, 
Mercy — I  want  to  'give  you  a  chance.' 
You  are  young  yet.  Mercy:  don't  you 
want  to  go  to  school  i" 

She  looked  at  him  in  vague  bewilder- 
ment. 'I  couldn't."  she  gasped.  "Oh 
no:  it's  out  of  tlie  question.  There's  Loo- 
]y,  and  father,  and  Bet,  and  all  of  them, 
and  I  couldn't.  I'm  twenty  now.  and  oh, 
I  couldn't  that  way.  an\"w-ay." 

She  stop|)ed.  for  her  voice  began  to 
choke.  Her  sleeplessness  of  the  night  be- 
fore, and  the  long  strain  which  she  had 
been  unconsciously  enduring  for  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  which  had  culminated  in 
her  terrible  mental  struggle  of  the  past 
twenty-four  hours,  had  left  her  very  weak. 
She  knew  what  he  was  going  to  say.  and  a 
voice  within  her  kept  repeating:  "It  can 
never  be:  it  can  never  be." 

"I've  come.  Mercy,"  he  said,  huskily, 
"to  think  everything  of  you,  and  I  be- 
lieve you  love  me.  Now  the  only  thing 
you  need  to  make  you  all  that — all  that — 
is  necessary  is  an — an  education.  I've 
plenty  of  money.  Mercy,  and  two  or  three 
years  at  a  good  lx>arding-school  would  be 
all  that  you  would  need,  and  then,  then — " 
And  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  knew  Bet 
to  be  furtively  watching  him  from  a  con- 
venient window,  he  seized  Mercy's  hand 
and  drew  closer  beside  her. 

"Don't  you  know,"  she  said,  with  a 
great  effort,  and  in  a  strangely  altered 
voice — "don't  you  know  in  the  story — ^he 
had  been  brought  up  in  luxuiy.  and  she — 
it  had  been  so  cUfferent  with  her  ?" 

"That  was  another  case  altogether." 
said  Wesley  Sparhawk,  impatiently.  ' '  She 
had  not  been  educated." 

''Oh  yes,  she  had."  corrected  Mercy, 
growing  more  fluent  as  her  convictions 
became  more  intense.  ''She  had.  as  you 
say.  '  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world,'  "  and 
she  went  on  to  describe  some  of  the  details 
of  the  story  which  had  apparently  escaped 
his  mind,  until  he  stopped  her,  imperi- 
ously. 

"Well,  they  were  not  we,  Mercy,"  he 
said.  "I  can't  be  happy  withouc  you, 
and  if  you  want  me  to  have  any  peace  of 
mind,  you  must  marry  me.  You're  a  good 
girl ;  you're  a  perfect  queen,  Mercy ;  you're 
the  noblest  girl  I  ever  saw.  Just  think 
what  you've  done  up  here  in  the  woods 
without  any  help — in  fact,  with  everything 
against  you !  It's  wonderful !  How  dif- 
ferent your  life  is  now  from  what  it  was 


only  six  short  months  ago  when  I  first 
saw  you.  and — " 

She  stopped  him  with  a  gesture  of  de- 
spair. 

"  But  I  cotild  never  leam — " 

"Yes,  yes — " 

"No,  I  could  never  learn  to  be  what 
your  wife  ought  to  be.  I  should  always 
feel  that  you  liad  stooped  to  marry  me. 
I  could  never  bear  the  scorn  of  your 
friends,  nor  your  scorn  of  mine.  Oh,  it 
would  kill  mel  " 

Her  hands  hid  her  face  from  him.  and 
she  began  to  sob. 

"Now  listen  to  me,  Mercy.  "  he  com- 
menced, again  peremptorily,  but  again 
she  stopped  him. 

"  I  can  not  tell  you  how  plain  it  is  to 
me,"  slie  said,  growing  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate once  more:  "it  is  as  if  an  angel 
had  shown  me  what  was  going  to  happen, 
I  seem  to  see  our  life  just  as  it  would  be, 
even  if  I  should  try  to  learn  how  to  be 
diffei*ent,  and  should  marry  you.  I  seem 
to  see  such  suffering  for  you.  such  misery 
for  me — " 

"The  picture  is  not  true!"  he  cried,  de- 
spairingly. "  I  shall  do  by  you  just  what 
is  right  as  nearly  as  I  can  find  it  out,  and 
it  tcoukl  bring  happiness  to  us  both.  I 
have  always  had  my  way,  Mercy,  and  I 
am  not  a  bad  man,  am  I  ?  I  should  not 
scorn  you  nor  let  you  be  scorned.  I  would 
kill  any  one — " 

She  checked  him  again. 

"It  is  of  no  use.  "  she  said.  "I  have 
made  up  my  mind  that  it  is  best  that  you 
should  go  and  not  come  back.  You  will 
find  somebody — ''  Her  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  her  voice  failed  her,  and  she  left 
her  sentence  unfinished.  ''  I  commenced," 
she  said,  a  moment  later,  while  he  watch- 
ed her  in  a  silence  half  mournful,  half 
angry — "I  commenced  by  working  for 
Looly.  and  I  am  sure  that  that  is  my 
work  that  God  has  given  me  to  do — to  help 
Looly  on — and  that  that's  why  He  never 
gave  me  any  chance  for  myself.  I  think 
you  are  good — oh,  I  do  respect  you  very 
much — ^but  I  think  I  can  stand  it.  and  be 
happy"  (after  a  while)  "  working  for  Loo- 
ly.    You  had  better  go  now.     Good-by." 

She  walked  away  from  him  slowly, 
sorrowfully,  but  with  an  air  that  forbade 
him  from  following  her.  He  turned  once 
when  he  had  nearly  reached  his  horse,  but 
she  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  so  he  mount- 
ed and  rode  away.  A  few  days  later  he 
came  again,  but  she  had  seen  him  coming, 
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and  in  evident  expectation  t'nat  he  would 
i*eturn.  had  prepared  a  note,  which,  run- 
ning- away  herself,  she  had  left  with  Loo 
ly  to  be  given  him.  It  said,  in  Mercy's 
cramped  and  unaccustomed  hand.  **You 
must  not  come:  I  shall  always  be  gone." 
And  after  that  he  came  no  more. 

It  was  a  raw  and  gnsty  day  in  the  fol- 
lowing March,  when  Mr.  Wesley  Si>ar- 
hawk.  sitting  in  his  father  s  elegant  libra- 
ry in  Marlinsburg".  was  told  that  a  visitor 
wished  to  see  him.  and  a  moment  later 
Meix:y  Wicks  was  shown  into  the  room. 
At  first  he  did  not  know  her.  but  she  qui- 
etly removed  her  woollen  hood,  and  then, 
in  spite  of  a  great  change  which  had  come 
over  her  face,  he  recognized  it. 

•■  My  God :'  he  cried,  springing  up  and 
leading  her  tenderly  to  a  seat.  " "  W  hat  is 
it.  Mercy  r  W  hat  ails  you  r  Have  you 
been  ill  f* 

She  nodded  mutely.  Tears  were  trick- 
ling down  her  face,  and  she  coughed  again 
and  again. 

"AJi.  you  have  come  to  tell  me."'  he 
cried,  "that  yon  have  changed  your 
mind  ?" 

*  *  Xo.  no. "  she  said,  unsteadily :  * '  I  was 
right :  I  see  it  now  more  plainly  than  I 
saw  it  before:  but,  oh!  it  was  very  sweet 
to  have  you — ^love — me !"' 

Her  tears  began  to  flow  again,  and  the 
young  man.  overcome  by  the  pathos  of 
her  looks  and  of  her  words,  laid  his  head 
in  his  hands  upon  the  table  and  sobbed 
aloud. 

W  hen  she  gre^v  calmer,  she  drew^  a 
heavy  bag  from  underneath  her  shawl. 

**I  came  to  bring  you  this."  she  said. 
'It's  Looly's  money,  you  know,  that  I 
used  to  keep  on  the  mountain.  I  went  up 
there  two  or  three  weeks  ago  and  got  it. 
I  was  growing  so  weak  that  I  knew  I 
couldn't  oro  agrain.  and  I've  brousrht  it  to 


you.  YoTi'ii  see  inai  it  is  sr^n:  : :;  L:  oly 
— youll  see  that  she  has  everyiLi::^  iine 
for  her  that  this  money  can  buy.  won't 
you  r — ^for  the  love  that  you  said  you  had 
for  me.'' 

He  bowed  assent,  and  took  the  money 
in  his  hands.  He  could  not  speak,  but  she 
had  grown  quite  calm,  and  went  on  to  tell 
him  alx)ut  herself. 

''I've  been  running  down  ever  since 
you  saw  me."  she  said.  "They  say  it's 
quick  constmiption.  or  something  like  that, 
and  the  doctor  said  that  it  would  kill  me 
to  go  out  to-day :  but  I  felt  able,  and  I  want- 
ed you  to  see  to  this.  I  felt  as  if  I  could 
trust  you.  and  you  would  know  just  what 
kind  of  a  lady  I  wanted  Looly  to  be.  If 
I'm  to  die  before  she  is  grown  up.  of 
course  it  might  as  well  ^ye  soon  as  a  little 
later.  I  think  Looly  'd  better  go  away 
somewhere  before  long.  I've  told  pa.  and 
he  has  promised  to  do  just  as  you  say.  I 
rode  down  with  him.  and  I  know  he's  in  a 
hurry  to  go  back,  so  I  reckon  I  hadn't  bet- 
ter stay  any  longer,  for  you  understand." 

She  rose  weakly,  and  though  he  begged 
to  be  allowed  to  take  her  home,  she  would 
only  let  him  go  with  h  er  to  the  place  where 
she  was  to  join  her  father. 

•"I  declare  1"  said  one  street  idler  to  an- 
other, as  he  saw  them  going  by  together, 
' "  who's  that  Wesley  Sparhawk's  helping 
along  wuth  such  care  .?  Looks  like  some- 
body out  of  the  backwoods,  and  I  reckon 
it  is.  By-the-way.  I've  heard  he  was  just 
smitten  with  a  daughter  of  that  old  Wicks 
that  lives  up  on  the  mountain  in  what  they 
call  ''Wicks's  Hollow.'  Heard  that  he 
offered  himself  to  her.  and  she  wouldn't 
have  him :  but  of  course  that  cotildn't  pos- 
sibly be  so." 

"Of  course."  rejoined  his  companion, 
witli  an  incredulous  sneer,  as  they  watch- 
ed the  strange  pair  out  of  sight. 

A  month  later  Mercv  Wicks  died. 
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Hears  but  its  echo. 
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Is  all  that  tells  it  was  r     :  :   _:zz  jest 
Wrought  by  the  defr  romanir:     t  :  ^r-^e: 
The  music,  laughter — a/. 
Press'd  from  the  pillow 


EDUCATION  AS  A  FACTOR  IN  PRISON  REFORM. 

BY  CHARLES  DUDLEY  WARNER. 


IT  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  effort  to 
reform  criminals  should  be  put  upon  a 
philosophical  basis.  Efforts  resting  on  un- 
calculating  philanthropy,  on  the  general 
impulse  of  humanity,  on  sentimentality, 
have  been  tried  with  very  moderate  suc- 
cess. Here  and  there  a  criminal  has  been 
reformed  by  kindness,  by  a  change  in  his 
physical  condition,  by  an  appeal  to  his 
moral  nature,  by  a  stroke  of  religious  con- 
viction of  sin.  But  observation  of  the 
criminal  class,  made  even  in  the  best  pris- 
ons, the  model  prisons,  those  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  most  advanced  hu- 
manitarian ideas,  must  convince  any  one 
that  the  rose-water  method,  the  rewards 
and  punishments  method,  the  sanitary 
method,  are  alike  and  all  united  inade- 
quate to  touch  the  great  criminal  mass. 
To  reach  that,  with  rescue  and  salvation 
for  any  considerable  number,  we  must  re- 
sort to  more  radical  measures;  we  must 
know  what  the  criminal  of  the  determined 
criminal  class  is  in  his  nature;  and  we 
must  study  some  method  likely,  on  philo- 
sophical principles,  to  change  the  tenden- 
cy and  direction  of  that  person's  life. 

In  regard  to  the  criminal  class,  society 
has  two  duties— one  to  itself,  the  other  to 
the  criminal.  No  society  can  afford,  for 
its  own  sake,  to  be  brutal  and  bai'barous 
in  its  dealing  with  the  unfortunate,  the  out- 
cast, the  confirmed  vicious.  Society  itself 
is  hardened  and  made  base  by  i)ublic  exe- 
cutions, by  such  foul,  degrading,  horrible 
prisons  as  were  common  forty  years  ago, 
by  the  spectacle  of  chain-gangs  of  fero- 
cious, sodden  wretches,  such  as  may  be 
seen  to-day  at  work  on  the  publ  ic  highways 
in  Georgia  and  elsewhere.  These  sights 
are  exceedingly  demoralizing  and  brutal- 
izing to  all  who  witness  them.  It  is  to 
be  noted  that  in  prisons  of  the  old  bar- 
baric sort  the  attendants  tend  to  the  low 
level  of  the  prisoners  they  guard.  The 
reform  of  prisons  and  in  prison  methods 
was  therefore  a  step  demanded  by  the 
self-respect  of  the  community.  As  a  step 
in  civilization  it  has  been  worth  all  it 
cost.  It  marks  a  higher  i^lane  of  humani- 
ty reached.  It  was  necessary  to  any  fur- 
ther action.  We  shall  never  go  back  to 
the  old  methods  of  dealing  with  criminals 
any  more  than  we  shall  go  back  to  the  old 
methods  of  dealing  with  the  insane. 

But  when  we  come  to  ask  what  is  the 


net  result  of  all  this  upon  the  criminals, 
when  we  inquire  what  effect  clean,  whole- 
some, well-aired  prisons,  good  diet,  decent 
clothes,  mitigation  of  time  of  sentence  by 
orderly  behavior,  books,  gaslight  in  cells, 
lectures,  holiday  dinners,  tracts,  sympa- 
thetic visitations,  flowers,  have  upon  the 
prison  class  itself,  we  nuist  confess  that 
the  outlay,  in  money  and  feeling  and  ef- 
fort, is  altogether  disproportionate  to  the 
number  of  criminals  changed  from  their 
law-breaking  lives.  The  lot  of  prisoners 
is  a  good  deal  easier  than  it  used  to  be;  in 
some  cases  they  come  out  of  prison  no 
more  degraded  than  when  they  went  in ; 
in  rare  cases  they  do  reform;  but  I  fear  it 
is  the  simple  truth  that  the  criminal  class 
is  essentially  untouched  by  all  our  amelio- 
rations, by  all  our  philanthropy  and  sen- 
timentalit3^  Mind,  I  do  not  say  that  i^ris- 
on  reform  has  not  at  all  lessened  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  return  for  second,  third, 
and  fourth  terms,  and  that  I  do  not  say  it 
has  not  hindered  from  further  degrada- 
tion some  who,  as  we  may  say,  were  acci- 
dentally in  State-prison,  not  belonging  to 
the  determined  criminal  class.  But  I  do 
say  that  the  present  system  fails  to  deal 
with  the  difficulty  in  any  adequate  way; 
for  our  prisons  are  full  and  enlarging, 
and  the  criminal  class  grows  and  becomes 
daily  an  increasing  danger. 

Is  there  any  remedy  ?  Is  there  any  way, 
theoreticalh^,  that  promises  to  change  the 
confirmed  criminal?  Is  there  any  evidence 
that  this  theoretical  way  will  work  prac- 
tically ?  Yes.  I  ffrmly  believe  there  is  a 
way,  and  there  is  an  example.  That  reme- 
dy, that  way,  is  education,  but  education 
under  proper  conditions.  And  by  educa- 
tion I  do  not  mean  the  teaching  of  know- 
ledges, the  imparting  of  information, 
learning  from  books  or  any  other  source. 
I  mean  education  in  the  original  significa- 
tion of  the  word ;  that  is,  discipline,  the  de- 
velopment of  unknown,  unused  powei's, 
the  restoration  of  lost  powers — in  short,  a 
training  and  bringing  out  of  all  the  pow- 
ers and  faculties  that  go  to  make  up  a  man, 
sound  in  mind,  in  morals,  in  body.  A 
very  radical  remedy  ?  Yes,  we  must  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is.  Nothing  but  a  rad- 
ical remedy  will  reach  the  radical  difficul- 
ty. We  are  dealing  with  human  nature, 
with  perverted  and  diseased  human  na- 
ture, and  we  must  go  very  deep,  and  not 
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expect  any  adequate  result  from  any  su- 
perficial treatment. 

Now  wliat  is  the  confirmed  criminal  ? 
As  a  preliminary  to  this  inquiry,  I  want 
to  say  that  the  object  of  it,  and  of  this 
paper,  is  to  meet  squarely  the  common  ob- 
jection to  education  as  the  leading-  fac- 
tor in  prison  reform,  namely,  that  to  edu- 
cate one  of  the  criminal  class  is  to  make 
him  a  more  accomplished  and  dangerous 
rascal,  to  fit  him  witli  tools  to  prey  more 
successfully  upon  society.  If  this  is  a 
sound  objection,  we  must  look  elsewhere 
for  any  philosophical  or  ethical  basis  of 
prison  reform. 

Now  what  is  the  criminal  as  ive  know 
him  in  State-prison  ?  I  do  not  mean  the 
exceptional  prisoner  who  has  fallen  once, 
or  whose  crime  was  due  to  some  sudden 
temptation,  to  passion,  to  intoxication.  I 
am  speaking"  of  the  heavy  mass  in  our 
jails  who  were  either  born  in  vice  and 
nurtured  in  crime,  inheriting  it  or  acquir- 
ing it  young,  or  who  from  a  decent  estate, 
by  repeated  violation  of  the  law,  have  be- 
come criminals.  The}^  are  in  an  abnor- 
mal condition,  physically,  mentally, mor- 
ally. Physically  they  are  brutalized,  if 
2iot  diseased.  Look  at  their  faces,  the 
shape  of  their  heads ;  they  are  heavy,  logy 
in  movement,  coarse  in  fibre,  physically 
degraded,  as  a  rule.  Crime,  the  habit  of 
wickedness,  is  not  only  stamped  upon  the 
face,  it  is  ingrained  in  the  physical  man, 
and  the  body  w^hich  was  meant  to  be 
the  temple  of  a  noble  spirit  is  a  tenement 
fit  for  a  degraded  soul.  I  mean  this  lit- 
erally, that  the  fiesh  itself  is  inert,  debased, 
even  where  it  is  not  organically  impaired 
by  vice. 

This  heavy,  degraded  body  is  a  type  of 
the  distorted,  abnormal  mind.  The  mind 
may  not  be  what  the  psychological  spe- 
cialist would  call  diseased,  but  it  is  dwarf- 
ed, and  either  undeveloped  or  far  from 
being  in  a  healthy  state.  It  may  be  ab- 
normally developed  in  certain  directions, 
just  as  the  man's  body  may  be  strong*  or 
skilled  for  certain  purposes.  But  it  is 
lacking  in  many  vital  qualities  of  a  good 
mind.  It  may  be  sharp,  ferret-like,  cun- 
ning, but  it  is  narrow,  non-receptive;  it 
wants  stability,  character ;  the  will-power 
is  inert  for  any  x)ersistence  in  a  good  pur- 
pose. As  soon  as  the  man  attempts  to 
put  his  life  into  normal  conditions,  he 
finds  that  his  intellect  is  unable  to  serve 
him.  In  short,  vice,  vicious  thinking, 
has  impaired  his  powers. 
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Of  course  his  moral  nature  is  in  perfect 
sympathy  with  his  physical  and  mental 
state.  He  has  not  only  lost  any  impulse 
to  choose  between  right  and  wrong,  he 
has  largely  lost  the  power  of  discrimina- 
ting between  right  and  wrong.  He  pre- 
fers evil.  Everything  in  his  nature,  by 
long  habit,  gravitates  toward  the  bad  and 
the  base.  The  man  is  consistent  with 
himself.  His  mind  is  as  sluggish  and 
brutal  as  his  body.  The  moral  nature  is 
warped  and  debilitated.  It  is  easier  for 
such  a  person  to  do  wrong  than  to  do 
right,  to  live  basely  than  to  live  cleanly. 
And  he  hates  to  make  any  effort  to 
change.  Well  he  may,  for  the  effort 
must  be  a  radical  one. 

Now,  for  such  a  man,  if  you  propose  to 
reform  him,  improved  physical  conditions 
are  not  enough.  Good  food,  wholesome 
lodgings,  pure  air,  regular  work,  will  make 
him  more  decent,  in  a  manner  increase 
his  self-respect  perhaps,  make  him  a  more 
tractable  prisoner;  but  for  any  effect  on 
the  man's  character,  in  most  cases,  this  is 
only  a  pampering  that  will  not  dispose 
him  to  a  better  life  when  his  sentence  ex- 
pires. For  such  a  man,  with  a  mind  so 
stunted  and  warped,  no  amount  of  know- 
ledge will  avail  to  supply  his  radical  defi- 
ciencies. His  mind  does  not  so  much 
need  learning  as  it  needs  discipline,  the 
development  and  strengthening  of  its 
powers.  For  such  a  man,  whose  moral 
nature  is  as  unstable  as  ^vater,  no  tem- 
porary or  sentimental  religious  excite- 
ment will  avail  to  put  his  feet  on  a  rock 
where  he  can  stand  against  temptation. 
A  man  coarse  in  fibre,  weak  in  will,  an 
easy  prey  to  vice,  can  be  excited,  can  be 
melted  into  tears,  will  fall  into  a  mush  of 
repentance,  but  the  mood  will  probably 
only  be  a  passing  sentiment. 

No :  this  abnormal  creature  must  have 
some  treatment  that  will  change  his  three- 
fold nature  and  radically  remake  him.  I 
can  see  no  power  within  the  grasp  of  man 
that  can  do  this  except  discipline,  applied 
to  the  body,  to  the  mind,  to  the  moral 
sense,  simultaneously,  and  so  long  con- 
tinued that  body,  mind,  and  soul  get  new 
fixed  habits.  Individuals  doubtless  are 
sometimes,  as  I  said,  reformed  by  kind- 
ness, by  sympathy,  by  favorable  environ- 
ment, by  a  chance  seed  falling  into  their 
hearts.  But  for  the  most  of  the  criminal 
class  in  our  prisons  I  see  no  hope  of  any 
considerable  improvement  of  condition 
except  by  the  sort  of  discipline  I  speak  of. 
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Let  us  see  how  this  oug^ht  to  work  upon 
the  man— }iow,  in  fact,  it  has  worked  in 
one  institution  with  wliieh  we  ai'e  famil- 
iar. I  do  not  refer  to  this  institution  for 
the  sake  of  saying  anything  of  tlie  tact 
and  skill  of  its  manager,  but  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  philosophic  basis  upon 
which  his  effort  rests.  For  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  the  fact  should  be  recognized 
that  a  principle  is  involved  in  the  attempt 
at  the  Elmira  Reformatory  which  is  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  adaptability  of 
its  manager  to  deal  with  men.  Of  coui'se 
much  depends  upon  the  man  in  any  sys- 
tem or  institution.  In  teaching  deaf-mutes 
there  is  great  difference  in  the  power  of 
men  to  awaken  inert  faculties.  We  may 
have  a  good  system  of  municipal  govern- 
ment the  working  of  which  may  be  de- 
feated by  a  bad  or  incompetent  mayor,  or 
we  may  liave  a  defective  system  which  may 
yield  fair  results  with  a  competent, honest 
executive ;  but  it  remains  true  that  a  good 
system  will  eventually  give  the  best  re- 
sults. What  I  am  concerned  to  say  about 
Elmira  is  that  the  system  is  philosophical, 
and  capable,  with  modifications  here  and 
there,  of  universal  application. 

I  will  not  here  enter  upon  the  question, 
which  is  a  question  by  itself,  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  reform  the  crim- 
inal class,  any  further  than  to  remark  that 
it  is  better  economy  for  the  tax-payer  to 
spend  money  in  this  way,  with  such  re- 
sults as  are  demonstrable,  than  to  pay 
more  money  for  handling  the  criminal 
class  the  way  we  handle  it  now.  The  cost 
of  reforming  a  certain  number  of  crim- 
inals, who  are  to  some  extent  self-support- 
ing while  in  confinement,  is  less  than  the 
cost  of  watching,  catching,  trying,  and  im- 
prisoning them,  on  shorter  or  longer  sen- 
tences, over  and  over  again,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  depredations  on  society.  Nor  will 
I  say  anything  of  the  labor-reform  demand 
that  prison  labor  must  produce  nothing 
that  free  labor  might  produce,  except  to 
point  out  the  absurditj^  of  the  position  that 
honest  men  should  be  taxed  for  the  lodg- 
ing, feeding,  and  clothing  of  willful  crim- 
inals in  idleness. 

In  order  to  reform  any  person  addicted 
to  evil  living,  an  adequate  motive  must  be 
offered.  At  Elmira  the  powerful  motive 
is  the  desire  of  regaining  liberty.  This 
would  seem  enough,  but  it  is  not  always 
sufficient  to  arouse  ambition  in  a  sluggish 
nature,  especially  when  the  period  of  in- 
cai'ceration   is  fixed  and   is  short.      This 


motive,  then,  has  to  be  supplemented  by 
others.  A  way  must  be  found  to  arouse 
the  sluggish  body  and  interest  the  dormant 
mind.  It  is  sometimes  long  before  this 
wa\'  can  be  discovered.  Tliese  ruined  na- 
tures have  often  vei-y  little  that  can  be  ap- 
pealed to  successfully.  But  I  believe  there 
is  in  most  men  and  women,  however  de- 
graded, the  seed  of  a  better  life.  The  first 
step  will  probably  be  the  awakening  an 
interest  in  sometliing  outside  themselves; 
not  a  purpose  of  change,  but  simply  an 
interest.  It  may  be  a  desire  to  learn  the 
alphabet,  or  an  awakened  taste  for  read- 
ing, or  a  little  inclination  to  know  some- 
thing. It  may  be  a  pride  in  personal  ap- 
pearance, or  a  wish  to  get  commendation 
for  good  behavior,  or  a  dawning  sense  of 
the  agreeableness  of  order,  neatness, clean- 
liness. Or  it  may  be  some  pleasure  in  a 
discovered  power  to  do  well  a  piece  of 
work.  This  interest,  once  arou.sed,  can  be 
stimulated  by  vaiious  incitements,  slight 
rewards  of  promotion,  the  fear  of  social 
degradation;  and  this  path  of  doing  well 
will  become  powerfully  attractive  when  it 
is  seen  to  be  the  path,  and  the  only  one,  to 
liberty.  But  this  interest  in  any  form, 
witli  even  the  prize  of  liberation,  can  not 
be  depended  on  to  last.  The  will  of  the 
criminal  is  weak  and  vacillating.  He  can 
not  be  depended  on,  he  can  not  depend 
upon  himself,  for  continuance.  He  may 
fail  and  fall  again  and  again.  The  only 
remedy  in  his  case — and  it  is  the  common 
ca.se — is  to  keep  him  at  it,  keep  him  trying, 
until  a  habit  is  formed,  until  his  will  is 
strengthened,  until,  in  fact,  it  is  mentally 
and  physically  just  as  easy  for  him  to  live 
a  normal,  healthful  life  as  it  was  to  live  a 
disorderly  life. 

In  the  life  that  is  required  of  him  under 
the  Elmira  system  it  is  very  difficult  for  a 
man  to  sham.  The  studj",  the  work,  the 
behavior,  demanded  of  him  continuous- 
ly almost  preclude  hypocrisy.  The  neo- 
phyte may  try  to  pass  himself  off  as  do- 
cile, and  even  as  pious,  but  no  deceit  lasts 
long  under  this  severe,  exacting,  trying 
discipline,  which  is  applied  equally  to  his 
attention  in  the  workshop,  his  alertness 
in  school,  and  to  all  the  details  of  his  per- 
sonal behavior  and  appearance.  The  re- 
quirements are  too  rigid.  If  the  man  does 
not  put  himself  willingly  and  honestly 
into  harmony  with  his  position,  he  is  pret- 
ty certain  to  break  down  and  go  back  into 
the  harder  conditions  of  prison  life.  These 
he  finds  verv  unwelcome  after  a  taste  of 
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something  better,  and  he  tries  again,  with 
a  new  resolution.  The  pressure  is  inces- 
sant. The  incentive  of  liberty,  better  ap- 
prehended as  he  gets  into  a  normal  state, 
is  always  inviting  him.  Meanwhile  hab- 
it is  doing  its  work.  He  can  continue 
longer  in  a  straight  course.  He  begins  to 
feel  in  all  his  renovated  physical  and  mor- 
al nature  not  only  the  desire  for  liberty, 
but  a  longing,  however  faint,  to  make  a 
man  of  himself. 

The  important  thing,  as  necessary  in 
this  system  to  getting  out  of  confinement 
as  to  becoming  a  man,  is  the  formation 
of  habit.  And  here  is  where  the  notion 
of  an  indeterminate  sentence  comes  in  as 
the  only  condition  of  forming  a  fixed 
habit. 

An  indeterminate  sentence  is  the  sen- 
tence of  a  convict  to  confinement  until  in 
the  judgment  of  some  tribunal  he  is  fit  to 
go  out  into  society  again,  until  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he  is  likely  to  be  law-abiding.  If 
a  person  is  determined  upon  a  criminal 
life,  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  for 
him  and  for  society  is  to  confine  him 
where  he  can  do  no  mischief,  and  where 
his  labor  will  pay  for  his  keeping,  so  that 
he  may  not  be  an  expense  to  society  nor 
a  terror  to  it.  And,  logically,  he  should 
be  confined  until  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  he  will  be  a  self-supporting, 
law-abiding  member  of  community.  Now 
the  difiiculty  heretofore  has  been  to  deter- 
mine when  a  person  might  safely  be  re- 
leased on  an  indeterminate  sentence.  Un- 
der the  present  prison  system,  if  release 
depended  simply  on  good  behavior,  on  ex- 
ternal observance  of  rules,  most  criminals 
are  shrewd  enough  to  behave  admirably, 
and  to  even  offer  evidence  of  Christian 
conversion ,  m  order  to  get  release.  Where 
is  there  a  tribunal  that  could  pass  upon 
his  character  ?  The  Elmira  system  com- 
pels a  person  literally  to  work  out  his 
own  salvation.  It  will  take  some  men  a 
longer  and  some  men  a  shorter  time  to  do 
it,  that  is,  to  acquire  such  a  habit  that  for 
a  given  period  they  can  stand  perfect  in 
study,  in  work,  in  conduct.  Under  our 
present  rule  of  determinate  sentences 
there  are  many  incorrigible  cases.  Prob- 
ably there  are  some  natures  incapable  of 
being  changed  to  anything  better.  Let 
such  stay  where  they  can  pay  for  their 
living  and  not  injure  society.  But  it  is 
difficult  to  say  of  any  man  that  he  cannot 
be  reached  and  touched  by  discipline,  phys- 
ical, mental,  and  moral,  for  a  longtime  and 


continuous;  that  it  is  impossible  to  drill 
him,  in  years  of  effort,  into  a  habit  of  de- 
cent living  and  a  liking  for  an  orderly 
life.  It  is  impossible,  psychologically  and 
physiologically,  for  a  person  to  obey  rigid 
rules  of  order  and  decency,  to  be  drilled 
in  mental  exercises,  to  be  subject  to  super- 
vision for  intelligent  and  attentive  labor, 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  not 
form  new  habits,  not  be  changed  sensibly 
and  probably  radically.  It  may  be  in 
one  year,  it  may  be  in  ten  years,  but  ul- 
timately habits  will  be  formed,  and  the 
man  can  not,  without  a  greater  or  less  ef- 
fort, be  what  he  was  before  he  w^as  sub- 
jected to  this  process. 

This  is  the  education  of  which  I  speak ; 
this  is  the  education  which  does  not  fit  or 
incline  a  man  to  be  an  expert  criminal, 
but  which  makes  a  disorderly  life  in  his 
case  improbable.  And  he  himself  deter- 
mines when  he  is  fit  to  go  out  of  confine- 
ment and  out  of  the  discipline  to  which 
he  has  been  subjected.  His  record  shows 
it,  for  his  record  shows  whether  he  has 
acquired  new  habits  and  is  really  changed. 
Of  course  some  tribunal  must  pass  upon 
this  record  and  upon  the  whole  appear- 
ance and  tendency  of  the  man,  but  its 
work  is  comparatively  easy,  and  liable  to 
few  mistakes.  After  release,  of  course 
something  must  be  done  to  place  this  man, 
who  has  acquired  a  habit  of  and  a  liking 
for  a  correct  life,  in  a  position  in  commu- 
nity where  he  has  a  chance  to  maintain 
himself.  He  can  not  be  turned  loose  to 
all  temptations  in  face  of  the  contempt  of 
the  world.  But  philanthropy  can  provide 
for  that  as  a  part  of  the  system  which  has 
given  him,  by  long  discipline,  the  habit  of 
decent  living.  And  it  will  happen  that 
when  the  community  understands  this 
system,  the  finding  employment  for  men 
who  have  been  in  State-prison  will  not  be 
so  difficult  as  it  is  now. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  nobody 
likes  to  give  employrrientto  or  take  into  any 
position  of  trust  a  convict  released  from 
our  present  prisons.  Commonly  there  is 
less  reason  to  trust  him  than  before  that 
experience.  But  the  case  is  exactly  re- 
versed as  to  a  man  who  has  been  subjected 
for  years  to  the  discipline  I  describe.  Be- 
fore you  complain  of  want  of  sympathy 
in  the  community,  prison  management 
must  show^  that  it  has  done  something  to 
deserve  that  sympathy. 

The  key-note  of  the  system,  let  me  re- 
peat, is  the  discipline  of  education  of  the 
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body,  the  mind,  and  the  moral  nature, 
applied  simultaneously,  and  continued, 
by  means  of  the  indeterminate  sentence, 
long-  enou2"h  to  form  a  liabit  of  orderly 


livini 


Alons"  with  this  liabit  will  inev- 


itably go  the  taste  for  a  better  life.  The 
inan  out  of  jail  who  has  a  love  of  reading 
and  a  habit  of  it  has  one  safeguard  against 
dissipation.  But  when  one  who  has  been 
a  criminal  lias  not  only  this  habit,  but  also 
that  of  neatness,  of  order,  of  wholesome 
occupation,  has  lost  something  of  the  in- 
ertness of  body  and  gained  alertness  of 
mind  and  an  interest  in  the  broader  affairs 
of  life,  and  has  at  the  same  time  such  a 
quickening  of  the  moral  faculties  as  will 
enable  him  to  discriminate  between  right 
and  wrong,  he  is  tolerably  well  furnished 
for  the  conflict  of  life. 

We  are  not  expecting  a  Utopia.  We 
know  the  tendency  of  human  nature. 
Even  the  best  bi-ed  and  nurtured  fall  into 
vice  and  crime.  All  the  children's  aid 
societies  can  not  dry  up  all  the  sources 
of  criminal  life.  We  shall  have  criminals 
and  the  sad  necessity  of  prisons.  But  we 
certainly  can  practice  some  economy  in 
dealing  with  the  one  and  in  administering 
the  other:  we  can  arrive  at  a  sensible, 
philosophic  basis   of   action,  and   not  go 


on  wasting  our  energies  and  disappointing 
our  sentimentality  by  the  present  unphil- 
osophical  and  inadequate  if  not  hap-haz- 
ard  methods. 

I  have  confined  my  remarks  to  one 
topic — is  there  in  the  Elmira  system  a 
philosophical  basis  for  us  to  work  on  in 
prison  reform  ?  It  seems  to  me  there  is. 
Observation  teaches  that  there  is  little  ef- 
ficacy in  any  desultory  attempts  to  teach 
prisoners  certain  knowledges,  or  in  any 
mere  bettering  of  tlieir  physical  condi- 
tion. The  only  thing  likely  to  tell  is  a 
rigid  discipline  bearing  upon  the  whole 
nature  of  the  man. 

Well,  this  system  is,  in  combination, 
a  compulsory  workshop,  school,  physical 
gymnasium.  You  may  expect  to  get  ap- 
proximately from  these  the  same  results 
that  you  get  for  boys  and  men  in  shops, 
schools,  gymnasia,  outside  of  prisons.  But 
you  know  how  much  depends  in  your 
industrial  establishment,  in  your  school, 
in  your  drill-room,  upon  the  conductor. 
There  are  many  good  schools :  if  you 
want  a  Rugby,  you  must  have  an  Arnold. 
Now  in  the  prison  system  I  describe,  if 
yon  throw  in  sympathy,  some  enthusiasm 
of  humanity,  .some  trust  in  man.  you  will 
get  back  as  a  result  what  you  give. 
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XXI. 


^T^HEN  Colville  came  to  himself,  his 
T  ?  first  sensation  was  delight  in  the 
softness  and  smoothness  of  the  turf  on 
which  he  lay:  then  the  strange  color  of 
the  grass  commended  itself  to  his  notice; 
and  presently  he  perceived  that  the  thing 
under  his  head  was  a  pillow,  and  that 
he  was  in  bed.  He  was  supported  in 
this  conclusion  by  the  opinion  of  the 
young  man  who  sat  watching  him  a  little 
way  off,  and  who  now  smiled,  cheerfully 
at  the  expression  in  the  eyes  which  Col- 
ville turned  inquiringly  upon  him. 

'"Where  am  IV  he  asked,  with  what 
appeared  to  him  very  unnecessary  feeble- 
ness of  voice. 

The  young  man  begged  his  pardon  in 
Italian,  and  when  Colville  repeated  his 
question  in  that  tongue,  he  told  him  that 
he  was  in  Palazzo  Pinti,  whither  he  had 
been  brought  from  the  scene  of  his  acci- 
dent.    He  added  that  Colville  must  not 


talk  till  the  doctor  had  seen  him  and  giv- 
en him  leave,  and  he  explained  that  he 
was  himself  a  nurse  from  the  hospital, who 
had  been  taking  care  of  him. 

Colville  moved  his  head  and  felt  the 
bandage  upon  it;  he  desisted  in  his  at- 
tempt to  lift  his  right  arm  to  it  before  the 
attendant  could  interfere  in  behalf  of  the 
broken  limb.  He  recalled  dimly  and 
fragraentarily  long  histories  that  he  had 
dreamed,  but  he  forbore  to  ask  how  long 
he  had  been  in  his  present  case,  and  he 
accepted  patiently  the  apparition  of  the 
doctor  and  other  persons  who  came  and 
went,  and  were  at  his  bedside  or  not  there, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  between  the  opening 
and  closing  of  an  eye.  "  As  the  days  pass- 
ed they  acquired  greater  permanence  and 
maintained  a  more  uninterrupted  identi- 
ty. He  w^as  able  to  make  quite  sure  of 
Mr.  Morton  and  of  Mr.  Waters:  Mrs.  Bow- 
en  came  in,  leading  Effie.  and  this  gave 
him  a  great  pleasure.     Mrs.  Bowen  seem- 
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ed  to  have  grown  yonngfer  and  better. 
Imog^ne  was  not  auiong-  the  phantoms 
who  visited  him ;  and  he  accepted  her  ab- 
sence as  quiescently  as  he  accepted  the 
pi-esence  of  the  others.  There  was  a  cheer- 
fulness in  those  who  came  that  permitted 
him  no  anxiety,  and  he  was  too  weak  to 
invite  it  by  any  conjectiu^.  He  consent- 
ed to  be  spared  and  to  spai*e  himself; 
and  there  were  some  things  about  the  af- 
fair which  gave  him  a  singular  and  per- 
haps not  wholly  sane  content.  One  of 
these  was  the  man-nurse,  who  had  evi- 
dently taken  care  of  him  throughout.  He 
celebrated^  whenever  he  looked  at  this  ca- 
pable person,  his  esca|)e  from  being,  in 
the  odious  helplessness  of  sickness,  a  bur- 
den upon  the  strength  and  sympathy  of  the 
two  women  for  w^hom  he  had  otherwise 
made  so  mucb  trouble.  His  satisfaction 
in  this  had  much  to  do  with  his  recov- 
ery, which,  when  it  once  b^an,  progress- 
ed rapidly  to  a  point  where  be  was  told 
that  Imogene  and  her  mother  were  at  a 
hotel  in  Florence,  waiting  till  he  should 
be  strong  enough  to  see  them.  It  was 
Mrs.  Bo  wen  who  told  him  this,  with  an 
air  which  she  visibly  strove  to  render 
non-committal  and  impersonal,  but  which 
betrayed,  nevertheless,  a  faint  apprehen- 
sion for  the  effect  npon  him.  The  atti- 
tude of  Imogene  and  her  mother  was  cer- 
tainly not  one  to  have  been  expected  of 
people  holding  their  nominal  relation  to 
him,  but  Colville  had  been  revising  his 
impressions  of  events  on  the  day  of  his 
accident;  Imogene's  last  look  came  back 
to  him,  and  he  could  not  think  the  situa- 
tion altogether  iinacconntable. 

"Have  I  been  here  a  long  time?"  he 
asked,  as  if  he  had  not  heeded  what  she 
told  him. 

"About  a  fortnight,"  answered  Mrs. 
Bowen. 

"AndlmcTrne — .  ^hasshebeen 

awayP 

" "  Since  they  knew  you  would  get  welt" 

"I  will  s©B  them  any  time,"  he  said, 
quietly. 

"  Do  you  think  you  are  strong  enough?" 

'*I  shall  never  be  stronger  till  I  have 
seen  them,"  he  returned,  with  a  glance  at 
her.  ' '  Yes ;  I  want  them  to  come  to-day. 
I  shall  not  be  excited;  don't  be  troubled 
— ^if  you  were  going  to  be,"  he  added. 
"Please  send  to  them  at  once." 

Mrs.  Bowen  hesitated,  but  after  a  mo- 
ment left  the  room.  She  returned  in  half 
an  hour  with  a  lady  w^ho  revealed  even  to 


Coiviiies  languid  regard  evidences  of  the 
character  which  Mi*s.  Rowen  had  attrib- 
uted to  I  .  s  mother.  She  was  a 
large,  t<:>\:.-'  _  rson,  laced  to  sufficient 
shapeliness,  and  she  was  well  and  simply 
dressed.  She  entered  the  room  with  a 
waft  of  some  clean,  wholesome  perfume, 
and  a  quiet  temperament  and  perfect 
health  looked  out  of  her  clear,  honest  eyes 
— the  eyes  of  Imogene  Graham,  though 
the  girl's  were  dark  and  the  woman's  were 
blue.  When  Mrs.  Bowen  had  named 
them  to  each  other,  in  withdrawing,  Mrs. 
Graham  took  Colville's  weak  left  hand  in 
her  fresh,  strong  right,  and  then  lifted 
herself  a  chair  to  his  bedside,  and  sat 
down. 

*'  How  do  you  do  to-day,  sir  ?"  she  said, 
with  a  touch  of  old-fashioned  resi)ectf ul- 
ness  in  the  last  word.  ^*Do  you  think 
you  are  quite  strong  enough  to  talk  with 
me?" 

' '  I  think  so,"  said  Colville,  with  a  faint 
smile.  '"At  least  I  can  listen  with  forti- 
tude." 

Mrs.  Graham  was  not  apparently  a  per- 
son adapted  to  joking.  '"I  don't  know 
whether  it  will  require  much  fortitude  to 
hear  what  I  have  to  say  or  not,"  she  said, 
with  her  keen  gaze  fixed  upon  him.  ' '  It's 
simply  this:  I  am  going  to  take  Imogene 
home." 

She  seem^  to  expect  that  Colville 
would  make  some  reply  to  this,  and  he 
said,  blankly,  '*  Tes  ? ' 

"I  came  out  prepared  to  consent  to 
what  she  wished,  after  I  had  seen  yoti, 
and  satisfied  myself  that  she  was  not  mis- 
taken; for  I  had  always  promised  myself 
that  her  choice  should  be  perfectly  un- 
trammelled, and  I  have  tried  to  bring  her 
up  with  principles  and  ideas  that  would 
enable  her  to  make  a  good  choice.  ' 

"Tes,"    said    Colville    again  Im^ 

afraid  you  didn't  take  her  te  :ent 

and  her  youth  into  account,  an  :  -  :  -  ir 
disappointed  you." 

'*  No,  I  can't  say  that  si:  It  isnt 

that  at  all.  I  see  no  reas :  _  :  .  -^me  her 
for  her  choice.  Her  mistake  wa^  oi  &u- 
otherliinf    ■ 

It  1  to  Colville  that  this  very 

sensi  -  -  _    -^^  .^^  intei- 

lect-.:  -5  of  the  case. 

— '  i  n  ^T  .  :  T  ::  nnsiry  of  her  ma- 
:^  :  _    :l:   It^       .  :o  :t    and  that, 

1  r    ^     :  \n      T  ^  -iie  liked 

to  i.c-jir  li-ri'-ie.i  :a^^  m  :iie  presence  of  an- 
other appreciative  listener.     He  did  not 
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offer  to  interrupt  her.  and  she  went  on. 
"No,  sir,  I  am  not  disappointed  in  her 
choice.  I  think  lier  chances  of  happiness 
would  liave  been  greater,  in  the  abstract, 
witli  one  nearer  lier  own  age;  but  that  is 
a  difference  which  other  things  affect  so 
niucli  that  it  did  not  alarm  me  greatly. 
Some  people  are  younger  at  your  age  than 
at  hers.  No,  sir,  that  is  not  the  point." 
Mrs.  Graham  fetched  a  sigh,  as  if  she 
found  it  easier  to  say  what  was  not  tlie 
point  than  to  say  what  was,  and  her  clear 
gaze  grew  troubled.  But  she  apparently 
girded  herself  for  the  struggle.  "As  far 
as  you  are  concerned,  Mr.  Colville,  I  have 
not  a  word  to  say.  Your  conduct  through- 
out has  been  most  high-minded  and  con- 
siderate and  delicate." 

It  is  hard  for  any  man  to  deny  merits 
attributed  to  him,  especially  if  he  has  been 
ascribing  to  himself  the  opposite  demer- 
its. But  Colville  summoned  his  dispersed 
forces  to  protest  against  this. 

"Oh,  no,  no,"  he  cried.  "Anything 
but  that.  My  conduct  has  been  selfish 
and  shameful.  If  you  could  understand 
all—" 

"I  think  I  do  understand  all — at  least 
far  more,  I  regret  to  say,  than  my  daugh- 
ter has  been  willing  to  tell  me.  And  I 
am  more  than  satisfied  with  you.  I  thank 
you  and  honor  you." 

"Oh  no;  don't  say  that,"  pleaded  Col- 
ville.     "I  really  can't  stand  it." 

"And  when  I  came  here  it  was  with 
the  full  intention  of  approving  and  con- 
firming Imogene's  decision.  But  I  was 
met  at  once  by  a  painful  and  surprising 
state  of  things.  You  are  aw^are  that  you 
have  been  very  sick  ?" 

"Dimly,"  said  Colville. 

"I  found  you  very  sick,  and  I  found 
my  daughter  frantic  at  the  error  which 
she  had  discovered  in  herself — discovered 
too  late,  as  she  felt."  Mrs.  Graham  hesi- 
tated, and  then  added,  abruptly,  "She had 
found  out  that  she  did  not  love  you." 

"Didn't  love  me?"  repeated  Colville, 
feebly. 

"She  had  been  conscious  of  the  truth 
before,  but  she  had  stifled  her  misgivings 
insanely,  and,  as  I  feel,  almost  wickedly, 
pushing  on,  and  saying  to  herself  that 
when  you  were  married,  then  there  would 
be  no  escape,  and  she  must  love  you." 

"  Poor  girl  !  poor  child!    I  see,  I  see." 

"  But  the  accident  that  was  almost  your 
death  saved  her  from  that  miserable  folly 
and   iniquity.     Yes,"    she   continued,  in 


answer  to  the  protest  in  his  face,  "folly 
and  iniquity.  I  found  her  half  crazed  at 
your  bedside.  She  was  fully  aware  of 
your  danger,  but  while  she  was  feeling 
all  the  remorse  that  she  ought  to  feel — 
that  any  one  could  feel — she  was  more 
and  more  convinced  that  she  never  liad 
loved  you  and  never  should.  I  can  give 
you  no  idea  of  her  state  of  mind." 

"Oh,  you  needn't!  you  needn't!  Poor, 
poor  child!'' 

"Yes,  a  child  indeed.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  pity  I  felt  for  her —  But  no 
matter  about  that.  She  saw  at  last  that 
if  your  heroic  devotion  to  her"  —  Col- 
ville did  his  best  to  hang  his  pillowed 
head  for  shame — "if  your  present  danger 
did  not  awaken  her  to  some  such  feeling 
for  you  as  she  had  once  imagined  she  had ; 
if  they  both  only  increased  her  despair 
and  self-abhorrence — then  the  case  was  in- 
deed hopeless.  She  was  simply  distract- 
ed. I  had  to  tear  her  away  almost  by 
force.  She  has  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
brain -fever.  And  now  I  have  come  to 
implore,  to  demand'' — Mrs.  Graham,  with 
all  her  poise  and  calm,  was  rising  to  the 
hysterical  key — "her  release  from  a  fate 
that  would  be  worse  than  death  for  such 
a  gu'l.  I  mean  marrying  without  the 
love  of  her  whole  soul.  She  esteems  you, 
she  respects  you,  she  admires  you,  she 
likes  you ;  but — "  Mrs.  Graham  pressed 
her  lips  together,  and  her  eyes  shone. 

"She  is  free,"  said  Colville,  and  with 
the  words  a  mighty  load  i^olled  from  his 
heart.  "There  is  no  need  to  demand 
anything." 

"I  know." 

"  There  hasn't  been  an  hour,  an  instant, 
during — since  I — we — spoke  together  that 
I  wouldn't  have  released  her  if  I  could 
have  known  what  you  tell  me  now." 

"  Of  coui'se ! — of  course !'' 

"I  have  had  my  fears — my  doubts;  but 
whenever  I  approached  the  point  I  found 
no  avenue  by  which  we  could  reach  a 
clearer  understanding.  I  could  not  say 
much  without  seeming  to  seek  for  myself 
the  release  I  was  offering  her." 

"Naturally.  And  what  added  to  her 
wretchedness  was  the  suspicion  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all  that  she  had  somehow  forced 
herself  upon  you  —  misunderstood  you, 
and  made  you  say  and  do  things  to  spare 
her  that  you  would  not  have  done  volun- 
tarily." This  was  advanced  tentatively. 
In  the  midst  of  his  sophistications  Colville 
had,  as  most  of  his   sex  have,  a  native, 
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fatal,  helpless  truthfulness,  which  betray- 
ed him  at  the  most  unexpected  moments, 
and  this  must  now  have  appeared  in  his 
countenance.  The  lady  rose  haughtily. 
She  had  apparently  been  considering"  him, 
but,  after  all,  she  must  have  been  really 
considering-  her  daughter.  "If  anything 
of  the  kind  was  the  case,"  she  said,  "I 
will  ask  you  to  spare  her  the  killing 
knowledge.  It's  quite  enough  for  me  to 
know  it.  And  allow  me  to  say,  Mr.  Col- 
ville,  that  it  would  have  been  far  kinder 
in  you — " 

"Ah,  think,  my  dear  madam!"  he  ex- 
claimed.     "  How  could  I  ?" 

She  did  think,  evidently,  and  when  she 
spoke  it  was  with  a  generous  emotion,  in 
which  there  was  no  trace  of  pique. 

"You  couldn't.  You  have  done  right ; 
I  feel  that,  and  I  will  trust  you  to  say  any- 
thing you  will  to  my  daughter." 

"  To  your  daughter  ?    Shall  I  see  her  ?" 

"She  came  with  me.  She  wished  to 
beg  your  forgiveness." 

Colville  lay  silent.  "There  is  no  for- 
giveness to  be  asked  or  granted,"  he  said 
at  length.  "Why  should  she  suffer  the 
pain  of  seeing  me  ? — for  it  would  be  no- 
thing else.  What  do  you  think  ?  Will 
it  do  her  any  good  hereafter  ?  I  don't 
care  for  myself." 

"I  don't  know  what  to  think,"  said 
Mrs.  Graham.  "She  is  a  strange  child. 
She  may  have  some  idea  of  reparation." 

"Oh,  beseech  her  from  me  not  to  im- 
agine that  any  reparation  is  due !  Where 
there  has  been  an  error  there  must  be 
blame ;  but  wherever  it  lies  in  ours,  I  am 
sure  it  isn't  at  her  door.  Tell  her  I  say 
this ;  tell  her  that  I  acquit  her  with  all  my 
heart  of  every  shadow  of  wrong;  that  I 
am  not  unhappy,  but  glad  for  her  sake 
and  my  own  that  this  has  ended  as  it 
has."  He  stretched  his  left  hand  across 
the  coverlet  to  her,  and  said,  with  the  fee- 
bleness of  exhaustion:  "  Good-by.  Bid 
her  good-by  for  me." 

Mrs.  Graham  pressed  his  hand  and  went 
out.  A  moment  after  the  door  was  flung 
open,  and  Imogene  burst  into  the  room. 
She  threw  herself  on  her  knees  beside  his 
bed.  "I  will  pray  to  you !"  she  said,  her 
face  intense  with  the  passions  working  in 
her  soul.  She  seemed  choking  with  words 
which  would  not  come ;  then,  with  an  in- 
articulate cry  that  must  stand  for  all,  she 
caught  up  the  hand  that  lay  limp  on  the 
coverlet ;  she  crushed  it  against  her  lips, 
and  ran  out  of  the  room. 


He  sank  into  a  deathly  torpor,  the  phys- 
ical refusal  of  his  brain  to  take  account 
of  what  had  passed.  When  he  woke 
from  it,  little  Effie  Bowen  was  airily  tip- 
toeing about  the  room,  fondly  retouching 
its  perfect  order.  He  closed  his  eyes,  and 
felt  her  come  to  him  and  smoothe  the  sheet 
softly  under  his  chin.  Then  he  knew  she 
must  be  standing  with  clasped  hands  ad- 
miring the  effect.  Some  one  called  her 
in  whisper  from  the  door.  It  closed,  and 
all  was  still  again. 

XXII. 

Colville  got  himself  out  of  the  comfort 
and  quiet  of  Mrs.  Bowen's  house  as  soon 
as  he  could.  He  made  the  more  haste 
because  he  felt  that  if  he  could  have  re- 
mained with  the  smallest  trace  of  self- 
respect,  he  would  have  been  glad  to  stay 
there  forever. 

Even  as  it  was, the  spring  had  advanced 
to  early  summer,  and  the  sun  was  lying 
hot  and  bright  in  the  piazzas,  and  the 
shade  dense  and  cool  in  the  narrow  streets, 
before  he  left  Palazzo  Pinti;  the  Lung' 
Arno  was  a  glare  of  light  that  struck  back 
from  the  curving  line  of  the  buff  houses ; 
the  river  had  shrivelled  to  a  rill  in  its 
bed;  the  black  cypresses  were  dim  in  the 
tremor  of  the  distant  air  on  the  hill-slopes 
beyond;  the  olives  seemed  to  swelter  in 
the  sun,  and  the  villa  walls  to  burn  whiter 
and  whiter.  At  evening  the  mosquito 
began  to  wind  his  tiny  horn.  It  was  the 
end  of  May,  and  nearly  everybody  but 
the  Florentines  had  gone  out  of  Florence, 
dispersing  to  Villa  Reggio  by  the  sea,  to 
the  hills  of  Pistoja,  and  to  the  high,  cool 
air  of  Siena.  More  than  once  Colville 
had  said  that  he  was  keeping  Mrs.  Bowen 
after  she  ought  to  have  got  aAvay,  and  she 
had  answered  that  she  liked  hot  weather, 
and  that  this  was  not  comparable  to  the 
heat  of  Washington  in  June.  She  was 
looking  very  well,  and  younger  and  pret- 
tier than  she  had  since  the  first  days  of 
their  renewed  acquaintance  in  the  win- 
ter. Her  southern  complexion  enriched 
itself  in  the  sun;  sometimes  when  she 
came  into  his  room  from  out-doors  the 
straying  brown  hair  curled  into  loose 
rings  on  her  temples,  and  her  cheeks 
glowed  a  deep  red. 

She  said  those  polite  things  to  appease 
him  as  long  as  he  was  not  well  enough 
to  go  away,  but  she  did  not  try  to  detain 
him  after  his  strength  sufficiently  return- 
ed.    It  was  the  blow  on  the  head  that 
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kept  him  longest.  After  his  broken  arm 
and  his  other  bruises  were  quite  healed 
he  was  aware  of  physical  limits  to  think- 
ing of  the  future  or  regretting  the  past, 
and  this  sense  of  his  powerlessness  went 
far  to  reconcile  him  to  a  life  of  present 
inaction  and  oblivion.  Theoretically  he 
ought  to  have  been  devoured  by  remorse 
and  chagrin,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he 
suffered  very  little  from  either.  Even  in 
people  who  are  in  full  possession  of  their 
capacity  for  mental  anguish  one  observes 
that  after  they  have  undergone  a  certain 
amount  of  pain  they  cease  to  feel. 

Colville  amused  himself  a  good  deal 
with  Eifie's  endeavoi*s  to  entertain  him 
and  take  care  of  him.  The  child  was 
with  him  every  moment  that  she  could 
steal  from  her  tasks,  and  her  mother  no 
longer  attempted  to  stem  the  tide  of  her 
devotion.  It  was  understood  that  Effie 
should  joke  and  laugh  with  Mr.  Colville 
as  much  as  she  chose;  that  she  should 
fan  him  as  long  as  he  could  stand  it:  that 
she  should  read  to  him  when  he  woke, 
and  watch  him  when  he  slept.  She 
brought  him  his  breakfast,  she  petted  him 
and  caressed  him.  and  wished  to  make 
him  a  monster  of  dependence  and  self- 
indulgence.  It  seemed  to  grieve  her  that 
he  got  well  so  fast. 

The  last  night  before  he  left  the  house 
she  sat  on  his  knee  by  the  window  look- 
ing out  beyond  the  fire-fly  twinkle  of 
Oltrarno  to  the  silence  and  solid  dark  of 
the  solemn  company  of  hills  beyond. 
They  had  not  lighted  the  lamps  because 
of  the  mosquitoes,  and  they  had  talked 
till  her  head  dropped  against  his  shoulder. 

Mrs.  Bo  wen  came  in  to  get  her.  '  *  Why, 
is  she  asleep  T' 

''Yes.  Don't  take  her  yet,"  said  Col- 
ville. 

Mrs.  Bowen  rustled  softly  into  the  chair 
which  Eflae  had  left  to  get  into  Colville's 
lap.  Neither  of  them  spoke,  and  he  was 
so  richly  content  with  the  peace,  the  tacit 
sweetness  of  the  little  moment,  that  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  it  silently 
endure  forever.  If  any  troublesome  ques- 
tion of  his  right  to  such  a  moment  of  bliss 
obtruded  itself  upon  him.  he  did  not  con- 
cern himself  with  it. 

••We  shall  have  another  hot  day,  to- 
morrow,'' said  Mrs.  Bowen  at  length. 
"I  hope  you  will  fi.nd  your  room  com- 
fortable." 

•"Yes:  it's  at  the  back  of  the  hotel. 
mightv  high  and  wide,  and  no  sun  ever 


comes  into  it  except  when  they  show  it  to 
foreigners  in  winter.  Then  they  get  a 
few  rays  to  enter  as  a  matter  of  business, 
on  condition  that  they  won't  detain  them. 
I  dare  say  I  shall  stay  there  some  time.  I 
suppose  you  will  be  getting  away  from 
Florence  very  soon  ?" 

'•Yes.  But  I  haven't  decided  where  to 
go  yet." 

"Should  you  like  some  general  expres- 
sion of  my  gratitude  for  all  you've  done 
for  me,  Mrs.  Bowen  ? ' 

"■  No:  I  would  rather  not.  It  has  been 
a  great  pleasure — to  Effie." 

•*0h,  a  luxury  beyond  the  dreams  of 
avarice.''  They  spoke  in  low  tones,  and 
there  was  something  in  the  hush  that  sug- 
gested to  Colville  the  feasibility  of  taking 
into  his  unoccupied  hand  one  of  the  pretty 
hands  which  the  pale  night  light  showed 
him  lying  in  Mrs.  Boweu's  lap.  But  he 
forbore,  and  only  sighed.  •'Well,  then, 
I  will  say  nothing.  But  I  sliall  keep  on 
thinking,  all  my  life." 

She  made  no  answer. 

"  Wlien  you  are  gone.  I  shall  have  to 
make  the  most  of  Mr.  Waters,"  he  said, 

"  He  is  going  to  stop  all  summer,  I  be- 
lieve."' 

"Oh  yes.  When  I  suggested  to  him 
the  other  day  that  he  might  find  it  too 
hot,  he  said  that  he  had  seventy  New  Eng- 
land winters  to  thaw  out  of  his  blood,  and 
that  all  the  summei's  he  had  left  would 
not  be  more  than  he  needed.  One  of  his 
friends  told  him  that  he  could  cook  eggs 
in  his  piazza  in  August,  and  he  said  that 
he  should  like  nothing  better  than  to  cook 
eggs  there.  He's  the  most  delightfully 
expatriated  compatriot  I've  ever  seen." 

"Do  you  like  it  V' 

"It's  well  enough  for  him.  Life  has 
no  claims  on  him  any  more.  I  think  it's 
very  pleasant  over  here,  now  that  every- 
body's gone."  added  Colville,  from  a  con- 
fused resentfulness  of  collectively  remem- 
bered Days  and  Afternoons  and  Evenings. 
••How  still  the  night  is!'' 

A  few  feet  clapping  by  on  the  pavement 
below  alone  broke  the  hush. 

"Sometimes  I  feel  very  tired  of  it  all. 
and  want  to  get  home,''  sighed  Mrs.  Bow- 
en. 

"Well,  so  do  I." 

••I  can't  believe  it's  right  staying  away 
from  the  country  so  long.''  People  often 
say  such  things  in  Europe. 

•  •  No.  I  don't,  either,  if  you've  got  any- 
thins"  to  do  there." 
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"You  can  always  make  something  to 
do  there." 

"Oh  yes."  Some  young-  men,  break- 
ing from  a  street  near  by,  began  to  siiig. 
"We  shouldn't  have  that  sort  of  thing  at 
home." 

"No,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  pensively. 

"I  heard  just  such  singing  before  I  fell 
asleep  the  night  after  that  party  at  Ma- 
dame Uccelli's,  and  it  filled  me  v\^ith  fury." 

"Why  should  it  do  that?" 

"I  don't  know.  It  seemed  like  voices 
from  our  youth — Lina." 

She  had  no  resentment  of  his  use  of  her 
name  in  the  tone  with  which  she  asked: 
"  Did  you  hate  that  so  much  ?" 

"No;  the  loss  of  it." 

They  both  fetched  a  deep  breath. 

"The  Uccellis  have  a  villa  near  the 
Baths  of  Lucca, "  said  Mrs.  Bowen.  ' '  They 
have  asked  me  to  go." 

"Do  you  think  of  going?"  inquired 
Colville.  "I've  always  fancied  it  must 
be  pleasant  there." 

"No;  I  declined.  Sometimes  I  think 
I  will  just  stay  on  in  Florence." 

"I  dare  say  you'd  find  it  perfectly  com- 
fortable. There's  nothing  like  having  the 
range  of  one's  own  house  in  summer." 
He  looked  out  of  the  window  on  the  blue- 
black  sky. 

" '  And  deepening  through  their  silent  spheres, 
Heaven  over  heaven  rose  the  night,' " 

he  quoted.  "It's  wonderful!  Do  you 
remember  how  I  used  to  read  '  Mariana 
in  the  South'  to  you  and  poor  Jenny? 
How  it  must  have  bored  her !  What  an 
ass  I  was!" 

"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Bowen,  breathlessly, 
in  sympathy  with  his  reminiscence  rather 
than  in  agreement  with  his  self-denuncia- 
tion. 

Colville  broke  into  a  laugh,  and  then  she 
began  to  laugh  too,  but  not  quite  willing- 
ly, as  it  seemed. 

Effie  started  from  her  sleep.  ' '  What — 
what  is  it  ?"  she  asked,  stretching  and  shiv- 
ering as  half-wakened  children  do. 

' '  Bed-time, "  said  her  mother,  promptly, 
taking  her  hand  to  lead  her  away.  "  Say 
good-night  to  Mr.  Colville." 

The  child  turned  and  kissed  him. 
"  Good-night,"  she  murmured. 

' '  Good-night,  you  sleepy  little  soul !"  It 
seemed  to  Colville  that  he  must  be  a  pretty 
good  man,  after  all,  if  this  little  thing 
loved  him  so. 

' '  Do  you  always  kiss  Mr.  Colville  good- 


night ?"  asked  her  mother  when  she  began 
to  undo  her  hair  for  her  in  her  room. 

"  Sometimes.  Don't  you  think  it's 
nice  ?" 

"  Oh  yes,  nice  enough." 

Colville  sat  by  the  window  a  long  time, 
thinking  Mrs.  Bowen  might  come  back; 
but  she  did  not  return. 

Mr.  Waters  came  to  see  him  the  next 
afternoon  at  his  hotel. 

"Are  you  pretty  comfortable  here  ?"  he 
asked. 

"Well,  it's  a  change,"  said  Colville. 
"I  miss  the  little  one  awfully." 

"She's  a  winning  child,"  admitted  the 
old  man.  ' '  That  combination  of  conven- 
tionality and  naivete  is  very  captivating. 
I  notice  it  in  the  mother." 

' '  Yes,  the  mother  has  it  too.  Have  you 
seen  them  to-day  ?" 

"  Yes;  Mrs.  Bowen  was  sorry  to  be  out 
when  you  came." 

"I  had  the  misfortune  to  miss  them. 
I  had  a  great  mind  to  go  again  to-night.'^ 
The  old  man  said  nothing  to  this.  "  The 
fact  is,"  Colville  went  on,  "I'm  so  ha- 
bituated to  being  there  that  I'm  rather 
spoiled." 

"Ah,  it's  a  nice  place,"  Mr.  Waters  ad- 
mitted. 

"Of  course  I  made  all  the  haste  I  could 
to  get  away,  and  I  have  the  reward  of  a 
good  conscience.  But  I  don't  find  that 
the  reward  is  very  great." 

The  old  gentleman  smiled.  "  The  dif- 
ficulty is  to  know  conscience  from  self- 
interest." 

' '  Oh,  there's  no  doubt  of  it  in  my  case, '^ 
said  Colville.  "If  I'd  consulted  my  own 
comfort  and  advantage,  I  should  still  be 
at  Palazzo  Pinti." 

' '  I  dare  say  they  would  have  been  glad 
to  keep  you." 

"Do  you  really  think  so?"  asked  Col- 
ville, with  sudden  seriousness.  "I  wish 
you  would  tell  me  why.  Have  you  any 
reason— grounds  ?  Pshaw !  I'm  absurd !" 
He  sank  back  into  the  easy -chair  from 
whose  depths  he  had  pulled  himself  in 
the  eagerness  of  his  demand,  and  wiped 
his  forehead  with  his  handkerchief.  ' '  Mr. 
Waters,  you  remember  my  telling  you  of 
my  engagement  to  Miss  Graham  ?" 

"Yes." 

"That  is  broken  ofi'— if  it  were  ever 
really  on.  It  was  a  great  mistake  for 
both  of  us— a  tragical  one  for  her,  poor 
child,  a  ridiculous  one  for  me.  My  only 
consolation  is  that  it  was  a  mistake  and 
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no  more:  but  I  don't  conceal  from  myself 
that  I  might  have  prevented  it  altogether 
if  I  had  behaved  with  greater  wisdom  and 
dignity  at  the  outset.  But  I'm  afraid  I 
was  flattered  by  an  illusion  of  hei-s  that 
ought  to  have  pained  and  alarmed  me, 
and  the  rest  followed  inevitably,  though 
I  was  always  just  on  the  point  of  escaping 
the  consequences  of  my  weakness  —  my 
wickedness." 

"Ah,  there  is  something  extremely  in- 
teresting in  all  that."  said  tlie  old  minis- 
ter, thoughtfully.  "The  situation  used 
to  be  figured  under  the  old  idea  of  a  com- 
pact with  the  devil.  His  debtor  was  al- 
ways on  the  point  of  escaping,  as  you  say. 
but  I  recollect  no  instance  in  which  he 
did  not  pay  at  last.  The  myth  must  have 
arisen  from  man's  recognition  of  the  in- 
exorable sequence  of  effect  from  cause  in 
the  moral  world,  which  even  repentance 
can  not  avert.  Goethe  tries  to  imagine 
an  atonement  for  Faust's  trespass  against 
one  human  soul  in  his  benefactions  to 
the  race  at  large:  but  it  is  a  very  cloudy 
business." 

''It  isn't  quite  a  pai'allel  case,"  said 
Colville,  rather  sulkily.  He  had.  in  fact, 
suffered  more  under  ^Ir.  Waters's  gener- 
alization than  he  could  from  a  more  per- 
sonal philosophy  of  the  affair. 

"Oh  no:  I  didn't  think  that."  consent- 
ed the  old  man. 

"And  I  don't  think  I  shall  undertake 
any  extended  scheme  of  drainage  or  sub- 
soiling  in  atonement  for  my  little  dream," 
Colville  continued,  resenting  the  parity 
of  outline  that  grew  upon  him  in  spite  of 
his  protest.  They  were  both  silent  for  a 
while,  and  then  Colville  cried  out:  "Yes, 
yes :  they  are  alike.  I  dreamed,  too,  of 
recovering  and  restoring  my  own  lost 
and  broken  past  in  the  love  of  a  young 
soul,  and  it  was  in  essence  the  same  cru- 
elly egotistic  dream:  and  it's  nothing  in 
my  defense  that  it  was  all  formless  and 
undu'ected  at  first,  and  that  as  soon  as  I 
recognized  it  I  abhorred  it." 

*'0h  yes,  it  is."  replied  the  old  man, 
with  perfect  equanimity.  "Your  asser- 
tion is  the  hysterical  excess  of  Puritan- 
ism, in  all  times  and  places.  In  the  moral 
world  we  are  responsible  only  for  the 
wrong  that  we  intend.  It  cau't  be  other- 
wise.'' 

•  ■  And  the  evil  that's  suffered  from  the 
wrong  we  didn't  intend  ?" 

"  Ah,  perhaps  that  isn't  evil." 

'"  It's  pain  1" 


"It's  pain,  yes." 

"And  to  have  wrung  a  young  and  in- 
nocent heart  with  the  anguish  of  self- 
doubt,  with  the  fear  of  wrong  to  another, 
with  the  shame  of  an  error  such  as  I  allow- 
ed, perhaps  encouraged,  her  to  make — " 

"  Yes,"  said  the  old  man.  "The  young 
suffer  terribly.  But  they  recover.  Aft- 
erward we  don't  suffer  so  much,  but  we 
don't  recover.  I  wouldn't  defend  you 
against  yourself  if  I  thought  you  serious- 
ly in  the  wi*ong.  If  you  know  youi^self 
to  be.  you  shouldn't  let  me." 

Thus  put  upon  his  honor,  Colville  was 
a  long  time  thoughtful.  "How  can  I 
tell  r'  he  asked.  "You  know  the  facts; 
you  can  judge."* 

"  If  I  were  to  judge  at  all,  I  should  say 
you  were  likely  to  do  a  greater  wrong 
than  any  you  have  committed." 

"I  don't  understand  you." 

"Miss  Graham  is  a  young  girl,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  young  clergyman 
— what  was  his  name  C 

"Morton.  Do  you  think — do  you  sup- 
pose there  was  anything  in  that  ?''  de- 
manded Colville,  with  eagerness  that  a 
more  humorous  observer  than  Mr.  Watei*s 
might  have  found  ludicrous.  "He  was 
an  admirable  young  fellow,  with  an  ex- 
cellent head  and  a  noble  heart.  I  un- 
derrated him  at  one  time,  though  I  recog- 
nized his  good  qualities  afterward:  but  I 
was  afraid  she  did  not  appreciate  him." 

"  I'm  not  so  sure  of  that."  said  the  old 
man.  with  an  astuteness  of  manner  which 
Colville  thought  authorized  by  some  sort 
of  definite  knowledge. 

"  I  would  give  the  world  if  it  were  so  I" 
he  cried,  fervently. 

"But  you  are  really  very  much  more 
concerned  in  something  else." 

"  In  what  else  ?" 

' '  Can't  you  imagine  ?'' 

"No."  said  Colville:  but  he  felt  him- 
self growing  very  red  in  the  face. 

"  Then  I  have  no  more  to  say.*' 

"Yes,  speak  I"  And  after  an  interval 
Colville  added,  "Is  it  anything  about — 
you  hinted  at  something  long  ago— Mrs. 
Bo  wen  ?" 

"Yes:"  the  old  man  nodded  his  head. 
"  Do  you  owe  her  nothing  "r" 

' '  Owe  her  nothing  ?  Everything !  My 
life :  What  self-respect  is  left  me !  Im- 
measurable gratitude!  The  homage  of 
a  man  saved  from  himself  as  far  as  his 
stupidity  and  selfishness  would  permit! 
Why,  I — I  love  her !"     The  words  gave 
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him  courag-e.  "In  every  breath  and 
pulse !  She  is  the  most  beautiful  and  gra- 
cious and  wisest  and  best  woman  in  the 
world !  I  have  loved  her  ever  since  I  met 
her  here  in  Florence  last  winter.  Good 
lieavens!  I  must  have  always  loved  her! 
But,"  he  added,  falling  from  the  rapture 
of  this  confession ,  "  she  simply  loathes  meP^ 

"It  was  certainly  not  to  your  credit 
that  you  were  willing  at  the  same  time  to 
marry  some  one  else." 

"Willing!  I  wasn't  willing!  I  was 
bound  hand  and  foot!  Yes — I  don't  care 
what  you  think  of  my  w^eakness — I  was 
not  a  free  agent.  It's  very  well  to  con- 
demn one's  self,  but  it  may  be  carried  too 
far;  injustice  to  others  is  not  the  only  in- 
justice, or  the  worst.  What  I  was  will- 
ing to  do  was  to  keep  my  word — to  prevent 
that  poor  child,  if  possible,  from  ever  find- 
ing out  her  mistake." 

If  Colville  expected  this  heroic  confes- 
sion to  impress  his  listener,  he  was  disap- 
pointed. Mr.  Waters  made  him  no  reply, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  ask,  with  a  degree 
of  sarcastic  impatience,  ' '  I  suppose  you 
scarcely  blame  me  for  that  ?" 

"  Oh,  I  don't  know  that  I  blame  people 
for  things.  There  are  times  when  it 
seems  as  if  we  were  all  puppets,  pulled 
this  way  or  that,  without  control  of  our 
own  movements.  Hamlet  was  abl  e  to  brow- 
beat Rosencrantz  and  Guildenstern  with 
his  business  of  the  pipe;  but  if  they  had 
been  in  a  position  to  answer  they  might 
have  told  him  that  it  required  far  less 
skill  to  play  upon  a  man  than  any  other 
instrument.  Most  of  us,  in  fact,  go  sound- 
ing on  without  any  special  application  of 
breath  or  fingers,  repeating  the  tunes  that 
were  played  originally  upon  other  men. 
It  appears  to  me  that  you  suffered  your- 
self to  do  something  of  the  kind  in  this 
affair.  We  are  a  long  time  learning  to 
act  with  common-sense,  or  even  common 
sanity,  in  what  are  called  matters  of  the 
affections.  A  broken  engagement  may 
be  a  bad  thing  in  some  cases,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  tliink  that  it  is  the  very  best 
thing  that  could  happen  in  most  cases 
where  it  happens.  The  evil  is  done  long 
before ;  the  broken  engagement  is  merely 
sanative,  and  so  far  beneficent." 

The  old  gentleman  rose,  and  Colville, 
dazed  by  the  recognition  of  his  own  cow- 
ardice and  absurdity,  did  not  try  to  de- 
tain him.  But  he  followed  him  down  to 
the  outer  gate  of  the  hotel.  The  after- 
noon sun  was  pouring  into  the  piazza. a 


sea  of  glimmering  heat,  into  which  Mr. 
Waters  plunged  with  the  security  of  a 
salamander.  He  wore  a  broad-brimmed 
Panama  hat,  a  sack-coat  of  black  alpaca, 
and  loose  trousers  of  the  same  material, 
and  Colville  fancied  him  doubly  defended 
against  the  torrid  weaves  not  only  by  the 
stored  cold  of  half  a  century  of  winters  at 
Haddam  East  Village,  but  by  an  inner 
coolness  of  spirit,  which  appeared  to  dif- 
fuse itself  in  an  appreciable  atmosphere 
about  him.  It  was  not  till  he  was  gone 
that  Colville  found  himself  steeped  in 
perspiration  and  glowing  with  a  strange 
excitement. 

XXIII. 

Colville  went  back  to  bis  own  room, 
and  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  con- 
templation of  a  suit  of  clothes,  adapted  to 
the  season,  which  had  been  sent  home 
from  the  tailor's  just  before  Mr.  Waters 
came  in.  The  coat  was  of  the  lightest 
serge,  the  trousers  of  a  pearly  gray  tend- 
ing to  lavender,  the  waistcoat  of  cool  white 
duck.  On  his  way  home  from  Palazzo 
Pinti  he  had  stopped  in  Via  Tornabuoni 
and  bought  some  silk  gauze  neck-ties,  of  a 
tasteful  gayety  of  tint  which  he  had  at 
the  time  thought  very  well  of.  But  now, 
as  he  spread  out  the  whole  array  on  his 
bed,  it  seemed  too  emblematic  of  a  light 
and  blaixieless  spirit  for  his  wear.  He 
ought  to  put  on  something  as  nearly  anal- 
ogous to  sackcloth  as  a  modern  stock  of 
dry-goods  afforded ;  he  ought,  at  least,  to 
wear  the  grave  materials  of  his  winter 
costume.  But  they  were  really  insup- 
portable in  this  sudden  access  of  summer. 
Besides,  he  had  grown  thin  during  his 
sickness,  and  the  things  bagged  about 
him.  If  he  were  going  to  see  Mrs.  Bow- 
en  that  evening,  he  ought  to  go  in  some 
decent  shape.  It  was  perhaps  providen- 
tial that  he  had  failed  to  find  her  at  home 
in  the  morning,  when  he  had  ventured 
thither  in  the  clumsy  attire  in  which  he 
had  been  loafing  about  her  drawing-room 
for  the  past  week.  He  now  owed  it  to  her 
to  appear  before  her  as  well  as  he  could. 
How  charmingly  punctilious  she  always 
was  herself ! 

As  he  put  on  his  new  clothes  he  felt  the 
moral  support  which  the  becomingness  of 
dress  alone  can  give.  With  the  blue  silk 
gauze  lightly  tied  under  his  collar,  and  the 
lapels  of  his  thin  coat  thrown  back  to 
admit  his  thumbs  to  his  waistcoat  pock- 
ets, he  felt  almost  cheerful  before  his 
glass.    Should  he  shave  ?    As  once  before, 


456 


HAKPEES  XEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


this  important  question  occnrred  to  hir. 
H  -  —   _  '         -  "       -lagfes 

o:     _  _  -ie  his 

face  Older.     V  <-i   wouid  culling' 

off  his  beard  1  :.  ii  r     He  had  not 

seen  the  lower  part  of  his  face  for  fifteen 
years.  No  one  could  say  what  recent 
ruin  of  a  double  chin  might  not  be  lurk- 
inj     '  ^  "1  not  to  shave,  at 

le.^  -id  after  dinner  he 

was  :  i\>r  his  visit  to  brook 

the  ne    " 

He  was  shown  into  the  salotto  alone, 
bat  Effie  Bo  wen  came  running  in  to  meet 
bim      She  stopped  suddenly,  bridling. 

*'  You  never  expected  to  see  me  looking 
quite  so  prerty."  said  Colville,  tracing  ihe 
cause  of  her  embarrassment  to  his  sum- 
mer splendor.  *  *  Where  is  your  mam- 
ma r" 

*'She  is  ng-room."  replied 

the  child,  getting  hold  of  his  hand.  *"  She 
wants  vou  to  come  and  have  coffee  with 
us.*' 

**By  all  means  —  not  that  I  haven't 
had  coffee  already,  ibn^ig-h." 

She  led  the  '^  .     p  at  him  shy- 

ly over  her  sh«:  -  went. 

Mrs.  Bo  wen  rose,  napkin  in  lap.  and 
gave  him  a  hand  of  welcome.  "How 
are  you  feeling  to-day  r"  she  asked,  polite- 
ly ignoring  his  nnery. 

■*  Like  a  new  man."  he  said.  And  then 
he  added. :  -train  of  the  situ- 

ation. "O:  :  r's  make  in  Flor- 

ence." 

**  You  look  very  well  '  s'l.r  s 

**Oh.  I  always  do  w'  ns," 

said  Colville.  *    "T  -  -   I 

don't  alwavs  take  .: 

I 

:-e.i." 
saiQ  _*Ai^.  j_ 

"Dc--:  : 

tion," 

•Q^     .        

This  gave  Colv  ^ 

no    reV~   "  - 

brour. 


u 


"^Vill  you  have  a  little  of  the  ice  be- 
:c:r  your  coffee  J"  asked  Mrs.  Bo  wen.  pro- 
pepsin g  one  of  the  moulded  creams  wiili 
her  spoon. 

*•  Yes,  thank  you.  Perhaps  I  will  take 
it  in  place  of  the  coffee.  They  forgot  to 
offer  us  any  ice  ai  the  table  d'hote  this 
evening." 

•"This  is  rather  luxuric  -  *  -  '  said 
Mr>   B<:>wen.      "It's  a  c<::  r   with 

1  ^  1  me  to  l<k-it:  i^er  lo  Gia- 

-  Id  come,"  whisper- 
ed th. ...r. 

Her  mother  made  a  little  face  of  mock 
surprise  at  her.  "Don't  give  yourself 
away.  Effie." 

''^'  -  _  •  to  Giacosa's  too."said 

Colv  _        -^  ir^.      "We  shall  be 

the  Oiiiv  _  and  we  shall 

no:  rTr.1  :  ~       reigu.      lis  as- 

:  -         ^  the  hot  weather  has  dis- 

p^.- ...  ...  ..urists.  I  didn't  see  a  Bae- 
deker on  the  whole  way  up  here,  and  I 
walked  down  Via  Tornabuoni,  across 
through  Porta  Rosso,  and  the  Piazza  del  la 
Signoria,  and  the  UffizzL  You've  no  idea 
how  comfortable  and  home-like  :*  ^"- — 
all  the  statues  loafing  about  it.  t 

sleeves,  and  the  objects  of  inter-; .  c a- 

ing  and  yawning  round,  and  having  a 
g»»i  rest  after  their  winter's  work." 

E^e  understood  Colvilles  way  of  talk- 
ing V  /  o  enjoy  this;  her  mo- 
ther 

•*V  <L»e  asked. 

'"C  Why  not  r" 

■  •  y  _ening  well  again.     You'll 

soon  L-  e   -    :oo.  " 

"I've  got  well.  But  as  to  being  gone, 
there's  no  hurry.  I  r  "  -  ink  I  shall 
wait  now  to  see  how  I      _  -:ay." 

"■^^e  lEav  "  "said 


entlv. 

•'Oh.  V, 
then.     Mr.  Water? 


TT 
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stav.  and 


-  ice. 


ed  of  that  ex- 
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domestic  that  Colville  realized  with  dif- 
ficulty that  this  was  an  image  of  what 
might  be  rather  than  what  really  was; 
the  very  ease  with  which  he  could  appar- 
ently close  his  hand  uj^on  the  happiness 
within  his  grasp  unnerved  him.  The  talk 
strayed  hither  and  thither,  and  went  and 
came  aimlessly.  A  sound  of  singing  float- 
ed in  from  the  kitchen,  and  Effie  eagerly 
asked  her  mother  if  she  might  go  and  see 
Maddalena.  Maddalena's  mother  had 
come  to  see  her,  and  she  was  from  the 
mountains. 

"Yes,  go,"  said  Mrs.Bowen  ;  '"but  don't 
stay  too  long.'' 

''Oh.  I  will  be  back  in  time,"  said  the 
child;  and  Colville  remembered  that  he 
had  proposed  going  to  Giacosa's. 

'•Yes:  don't  forget.''  He  had  forgot- 
ten it  himself. 

"Maddalena  is  the  cook,"  explained 
Mrs.  Bo  wen.  "She  sings  ballads  to  Effie 
that  she  learned  from  her  mother,  and  I 
suppose  Effie  wants  to  hear  them  at  first 
hand." 

"Oh  yes,''  said  Colville.  dreamily. 

They  were  alone  now,  and  each  little 
silence  seemed  freighted  with  a  meaning 
deeper  than  speech. 

"Have  you  seen  Mr.  Waters  to-day?" 
asked  Mrs.  Bowen.  after  one  of  these 
lapses. 

"Yes:  he  came  this  afternoon." 

"He  is  a  very  strange  old  man.  I 
should  think  he  would  be  lonely  here." 

"  He  seems  not  to  be.  He  says  he  finds 
company  in  the  history  of  the  place.  And 
his  satisfaction  at  having  got  out  of  Had- 
dam  East  Village  is  perennial.'' 

* "  But  he  vrill  want  to  go  back  there  be- 
fore he  dies.'' 

"I  don't  know.  He  thinks  not.  He's 
a  strange  old  man.  as  you  say.  He  has 
the  art  of  putting  all  sorts  of  ideas  into 
people's  heads.  Do  you  know  what  we 
talked  about  this  afternoon  r" 

"No.  I  don't,"  murmured  Mrs.  Bowen. 

"About  you.  And  he  encouraged  me 
to  believe — imagine — that  I  might  speak 
to  you — ask — ^tell  you  that — I  loved  you, 
Lina."  He  leaned  forward  and  took  one 
of  the  hands  that  lay  in  her  lap.  It  trem- 
bled with  a  violence  inconceivable  in  re- 
lation to  the  perfect  quiet  of  her  attitude. 
But  she  did  not  try  to  take  it  away. 
"Could  you — do  you  love  me  ?"' 

"Yes,"  she  whispered;  but  here  she 
sprang  up  and  slipped  from  his  hold  alto- 
gether as,  with  an  inarticulate  cry  of  rapt- 


ure, he  released  her  hand  to  take  her  in 
his  arms. 

He  followed  her  a  pace  or  two.  "And 
you  will — will  be  my  wife  ?"  he  pursued, 
eagerly. 

"Never I''  she  answered:  and  now  Col- 
ville stopped  short,  while  a  cold  bewilder- 
ment bathed  him  from  head  to  foot.  It 
must  be  some  sort  of  jest,  though  he  could 
not  tell  were  the  humor  was,  and  he  could 
not  treat  it  otherwise  than  seriously. 

'"Lina,  I  have  loved  you  from  the  first 
moment  that  I  saw  you  this  winter,  and 
Heaven  knows  how  long  before !" 

■"Yes:  I  know  that.'' 

'■  And  every  moment." 

"  Oh,  I  know  that  too." 

'  ■  Even  if  I  had  no  sort  of  hope  that 
you  cared  for  me,  I  loved  you  so  much 
that  I  must  tell  you  before  we  parted — " 

■'I  expected  that — I  intended  it." 

' '  You  intended  it  I  and  you  do  love 
me !  And  yet  you  won't —  Ah,  I  don't 
understand!" 

**How  could  you  understand  ?  I  love 
you — I  blush  and  burn  for  shame  to  think 
that  I  love  you.  But  I  will  never  marry 
you :  I  can  at  least  help  doing  that,  and 
I  can  still  keep  some  little  trace  of  self- 
respect.  How  you  must  really  despise 
me,  to  think  of  anything  else,  after  all 
that  has  happened  I  Did  you  suppose 
that  I  was  merely  waiting  till  that  poor 
girl's  back  was  turned,  as  you  were  ?  Oh, 
how  can  you  be  yourself,  and  still  be  your- 
self ?  Yes,  Jenny  Wheelwright  was  right. 
You  are  too  much  of  a  mixture.  Theodore 
Colville" — her  calling  him  so  showed  how 
often  she  had  thought  of  him  so — "too 
much  for  her.  too  much  for  Imogene,  too 
much  for  me;  too  much  for  any  woman 
except  some  wretched  creature  who  enjoys 
being  trampled  on  and  dragged  through 
the  dust,  as  you  have  dragged  me." 

"I  dragged  you  through  the  dust? 
There  hasn't  been  a  moment  in  the  past 
six  months  when  I  wouldn't  have  rolled 
myself  in  it  to  please  you."' 

"  Oh,  I  knew  that  well  enough  I  And 
do  you  think  that  was  fiattering  to  me  ?" 

•  •  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I 
only  know  that  I  love  you,  and  that  I 
couldn't  help  wishing  to  show  it  even 
when  I  wouldn't  acknowledge  it  to  myself. 
That  is  all.  And  now  when  I  am  free  to 
speak,  and  you  own  that  you  love  me,  you 
won't —  I  give  it  up!"  he  cried,  desper- 
ately. But  in  the  next  breath  he  implored, 
''Wliy  do  you  drive  me  from  you,  Lina  ?'' 
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*  •  Because  you  have  humiliated  me  too 
much."  She  was  perfectly  steady,  but  he 
knew  her  so  well  that  in  the  twilight  he 
knew  what  bitterness  there  must  be  in  the 
smile  which  she  must  be  keeping-  on  her 
lips.  "  I  was  here  in  the  place  of  her  mo- 
ther, her  best  friend,  and  you  made  me 
treat  her  like  an  enemy.  You  made  me 
betrav  her  and  cast  her  off." 

'ir 

"Yes,  you:  I  knew  from  the  very 
first  that  you  did  not  really  care  for  her, 
that  you  were  playing  with  yourself,  as 
you  were  playing  with  her.  and  I  ought 
to  have  warned  her." 

*"It  appears  to  me  you  did  warn  her," 
said  Col ville,  with  some  resentful  return 
of  courage. 

"I  tried,"  she  said,  simply,  "and  it 
made  it  worse.  It  made  it  worse  because 
I  knew  that  I  was  acting  for  my  own 
sake  more  than  hers,  because  I  wasn't — 
disinterested."  There  was  something  in 
this  explanation,  serious,  tragic,  as  it  was 
to  Mrs.  Bo  wen.  which  made  Col  ville  laugh. 
She  might  have  had  some  perception  of 
its  effect  to  him.  or  it  may  have  been  mere- 
ly from  a  hysterical  helplessness,  but  she 
laughed  too  a  little. 

"But  why."  he  gathered  courage  to 
ask,  "do  you  still  dwell  upon  that  r  Mr. 
Waters  told  me  that  Mr.  Morton — that 
there  was — " 

*•  He  is  mistaken.  He  offered  himself, 
and  she  refused  him.     He  told  me." 

•Ohl" 

"  Do  you  think  she  would  do  otherwise, 
Tvith  you  lying  here  between  life  and  death  ? 
No:  you  can  have  no  hope  from  that." 

Colville.  in  fact,  had  none.  This  blow 
crushed  and  dispersed  him.  He  had  not 
strength  enough  to  feel  resentment  against 
Mr.  Waters  for  misleading  him  isith  this 
ignis  fatuus. 

**No  one  warned  him.  and  it  came  to 
that."  said  Mrs.  Bo  wen.  "It  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  whole  affair.  I  was  weak 
in  that  too." 

Colville  did  not  attempt  to  reply  on  this 
I)oint.  He  feebly  reverted  to  the  inquiry 
regarding  himself,  and  was  far  enough 
from  mirth  in  resuming  it. 

**I  couldn't  imagine.'*  he  said,  *Hhat 
you  cared  anything  for  me  when  you 
warned  another  against  me.    If  I  could — " 

"You  put  me  in  a  false  position  from 
the  beginning.  I  ought  to  have  sympa- 
thized with  her  and  helped  her,  instead  of 
making  the  poor  child  feel  that  somehow 


I  hated  her.  I  couldn't  even  put  her  on 
guard  against  herself,  though  I  knew  all 
along  that  she  didn't  really  care  for  you. 
but  was  just  in  love  with  her  own  fancy 
for  you.  Even  after  you  were  engaged  I 
ought  to  have  broken  it  off;  I  ought  to 
have  been  frank  with  her :  it  was  my  duty: 
but  I  couldn't  without  feeling  that  I  was 
acting  for  myself  too,  and  I  would  not 
submit  to  that  degradation.  No !  I  would 
rather  have  died.  I  dare  say  you  don't  un- 
derstand. How  could  you  ?  You  are  a 
mau.  and  the  kind  of  man  who  couldn't. 
At  every  point  you  made  me  violate  every 
principle  that  was  dear  to  me.  I  loathed 
myself  for  caring  for  a  man  who  was  in 
love  with  me  when  he  was  engaged  to 
another.  Don't  think  it  was  gratifying 
to  me.  It  was  detestable:  and  yet  I  did 
let  you  see  that  I  cai*ed  for  you.  Yes.  I 
even  tried  to  make  you  care  for  me — false- 
ly, cruelly,  treacherously." 

"You  didn't  have  to  try  very  hard,  " 
said  Colville.  with  a  sort  of  cold  resigna- 
tion to  his  fate. 

*  •  Oh  no ;  you  were  quite  ready  for  any 
hint.  I  could  have  told  her  for  her  own 
sake  that  she  didn't  love  you,  but  that 
would  have  been  for  my  sake  too :  and  I 
would  have  told  you  if  I  hadn't  cared  for 
you  and  known  how  you  cared  for  me. 
I've  saved  at  least  the  consciousness  of 
this  from  the  wreck." 

"I  don't  think  it's  a  great  treasure.'* 
said  Colville.  *  *  I  wish  that  you  had  saved 
the  consciousness  of  having  been  frank 
even  to  your  own  advantage.  " 

•  Do  you  dare  to  reproach  me.  Theodore 
Colville  ?  But  perhaps  I've  deserved  this 
too." 

"No.  Lina.  you  certainly  don't  deserve 
it.  if  it's  unkindness,  f  i-om  me.  I  won't  af- 
flict you  with  my  presence:  but  will  you 
listen  to  me  before  I  go  f" 

She  sank  into  a  chair  in  sign  of  assent. 
He  also  sat  down.  He  had  a  dim  impres- 
sion that  he  could  talk  better  if  he  took 
her  hand,  but  he  did  not  venture  to  ask 
for  it.  He  contented  himself  with  fixing 
his  eyes  upon  as  much  of  her  face  as  he 
could  make  out  in  the  dusk,  a  pale  blur 
in  a  vague  outline  of  dark. 

"I  want  to  assure  you.  Lina — Lina.  my 
love,  my  dearest,  as  I  shall  call  you  for 
the  fij^t  and  last  time ! — that  I  do  under- 
stand everything,  as  delicately  and  fully 
as  you  could  wish,  all  that  you  have  ex- 
pressed and  all  that  you  have  left  unsaid. 
I  understand  how  high  and  pure  your 
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ideals  of  duty  are,  and  how  heroically, 
ang-elically.  you  have  struggled  to  fulfill 
them,  broken  and  borne  down  by  my 
clumsy  and  stupid  selfishness  from  the 
start.  I  want  you  to  believe,  my  dearest 
love — you  must  forgive  me! — that  if  I 
didn't  see  everything  at  the  time.  I  do  see 
it  now.  and  that  I  prize  the  love  you  kept 
from  me  far  more  than  any  love  you 
could  have  given  me  to  the  loss  of  your 
self-respect.  It  isn't  logic — it  sounds  more 
like  nonsense,  I  am  afraid — but  you  know 
what  I  mean  hj  it.  You  are  more  perfect, 
more  lovely,  to  me  than  any  being  in  the 
world,  and  I  accept  whatever  fate  3'ou 
choose  for  me.  I  w^ould  not  win  you 
against  your  will  if  I  could.  You  are 
sacred  to  me.  If  you  say  we  must  x^art.  I 
know  that  you  si^eak  from  a  finer  discern- 
ment than  mine,  and  I  submit.  I  will  try 
to  console  myself  with  the  thought  of 
your  love,  if  I  may  not  have  you.  Yes.  I 
submit.'' 

His  instinct  of  forbearance  had  served 
him  better  than  the  subtlest  art.  His 
submission  was  the  best  defense.  He  rose 
with  a  real  dignity,  and  she  rose  also. 
"  Remember,"  he  said,  ' '  that  I  confess  all 
you  accuse  me  of,  and  that  I  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  what  you  do — ^l3ecause  you 
do  it.''  He  put  out  his  hand  and  took  the 
hand  which  hung  nerveless  at  her  side. 
"You  are  quite  right.  Good-by."  He 
hesitated  a  moment.  "May  I  kiss  you, 
Lina  ?"  He  drew  her  to  him.  and  she  let 
him  kiss  her  on  the  lips. 

"  Good-by."  she  whisjDered.     "Go — " 

"I  am  going." 

Effie  Bowen  ran  into  the  room  from  the 
kitchen.  ""  Aren't  you  going  to  take — " 
She  stopped  and  turned  to  her  mother. 
She  must  not  remind  Mr.  Colville  of  his 
invitation ;  that  was  what  her  gesture  ex- 
pressed. 

Colville  would  not  say  anything\  He 
would  not  seize  his  advantage,  and  play 
ux3on  the  mother's  heart  through  the  feel- 
ings of  her  child,  though  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  was  temj)ted  to  prolong  the  situa- 
tion by  any  means.  Perhaps  ifc.  Bowen 
divined  both  the  temptation  and  the  re- 
sistance. "  Tell  her."  she  said,  and  turn- 
ed away. 

' '  I  can't  go  with  you  to-night.  Effie. " "  he 
said,  stooping  toward  her  for  the  inquiring 
kiss  that  she  gave  him.  "I  am — going 
away,  and  I  must  say  good-by." 

The  solemnity  of  his  voice  alarmed  her. 
''  Going  away !"  she  repeated. 


■ '  Yes — away  from  Florence.  I'm  afraid 
I  shall  not  see  you  again." 

The  child  turned  from  him  to  her  mo- 
ther again,  who  stood  motionless.  Then, 
as  if  the  whole  calamitous  fact  had  sud- 
denly flashed  upon  her,  she  x^lunged  her 
face  against  her  mother's  breast.  ' '  I  can't 
bear  it  1''  she  sobbed  out ;  and  the  reticence 
of  her  lamentation  told  more  than  a  storm 
of  cries  and  prayers. 

Colville  wavered. 

"Oh,  you  must  stay!"  said  Lina.  in  the 
self-contemx)tuous  voice  of  a  woman  who 
falls  below  her  ideal  of  herself. 

XXIY. 

In  the  levities  which  the  most  un- 
deserving husbands  permit  themselves 
with  the  severest  of  wives,  there  were 
times  after  their  marriage  when  Colville 
accused  Lina  of  never  really  intending 
to  drive  him  away,  but  of  meaning,  after 
a  discix^linary  ordeal,  to  marry  him  in  re- 
ward of  his  tested  self-sacrifice  and  obe- 
dience. He  said  that  if  the  appearance 
of  Effie  was  not  a  cou2D  de  theatre  con- 
trived beforehand,  it  was  an  accident  of 
no  consequence  whatever;  that  if  she  had 
not  come  in  at  that  moment,  her  mother 
would  have  found  some  other  pretext  for 
detaining  him.  This  is  a  point  which  I 
would  not  presume  to  decide.  I  only  know 
that  they  were  married  early  in  June  be- 
fore the  syndic  of  Florence,  who  tied  a 
tricolor  sash  round  his  ample  waist  for 
the  purpose,  and  never  looked  more  pater- 
nal or  venerable  than  when  giving  the 
sanction  of  the  Italian  state  to  their  union. 
It  is  not,  of  course,  to  be  supx^osed  that  Mi's. 
Colville  was  contented  with  the  civil  rite, 
though  Colville  may  have  thought  it  quite 
sufficient.  The  religious  ceremony  took 
X^lace  in  the  English  chapel,  the  assistant 
clergyman  officiating  in  the  absence  of 
the  incumbent,  who  had  already  gone  cut 
of  town. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Waters  gave  away  the 
bride,  and  then  went  home  to  Palazzo 
Pinti  with  the  party,  the  single  and  singu- 
larly honored  guest  at  their  wedding  feast, 
for  which  Effie  Bowen  went  with  Colville 
to  Giacosa's  to  order  the  ices  in  pei^on. 
She  has  never  regretted  her  choice  of  a 
step-father,  though  when  Colville  asked 
her  how  she  would  like  him  in  that  rela- 
tion she  had  a  moment  of  hesitation,  in 
which  she  reconciled  herself  to  it;  as  to 
him  she  had  no  misgivings.  He  has  some- 
times found  himself  the  object  of  little 
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jealousies  on  her  part,  but  by  promptly  de- 
ciding-  all  questions  between  her  and  her 
mother  in  Effies  favor,  he  has  convinced 
her  of  the  groundlessness  of  her  suspi- 
cions. 

In  the  absence  of  any  social  pressure  to 
the  contrary,  the  ColvUles  spent  the  sum- 
mer in  Palazzo  Pinti.  Before  their  fel- 
low-sojo  irners  returned  from 1 1  "  a- 
ture  in  the  fall,  however,  they  ird 

their  faces  southward,  and  they  are  now 
in  Rome,  where,  arriving^  as  a  married 
couple,  there  was  no  inquiry  and  no  in- 
terest in  their  past. 

It  is  best  to  be  honest,  and  own  that  the 
affair  with  Imogene  has  been  the  grain  of 
sand  to  them.  No  one  was  to  blame,  or 
very  much  to  blame:  even  Mrs.  Colville 
says  that.  It  was  a  thing  that  happened, 
but  one  would  rather  it  had  no*  -d. 

Last  winter,  however.  Mrs.  L    -  re- 

ceived a  letter  from  Mrs.  Graham  which 
suggested,  if  it  did  not  impart,  consola- 
tion.     **Mr.  Morton  was  here  the  other 


day.  and  spent  the  morning.  He  has  a 
parish  at  Erie,  and  there  is  talk  of  his 
coming  to  Buffalo."* 

"Oh.  Heaven  grant  it!"  said  Colville, 
with  sudden  piety. 

■  Why  r"  demanded  his  wife. 
•  Well.  I  wish  she  was  married." 

"You  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  her." 

It  took  him  some  time  to  realize  that 
this  was  the  fact. 

"No."  he  confessed:  "but  what  do  you 
think  about  it  f" 

"There  is  no  telling.  We  are  such 
simpletons  I  If  a  man  will  keep  on  long 
enough —  But  if  it  isn't  Mr.  Morton,  it 
will  be  some  one  else — some  young  per- 
son." 

Colville  rose  and  went  round  the  break- 
fast table  to  her.  * '  I  hope  so. "  he  said. 
"/  have  married  a  young  person,  and  it 
would  only  be  fair." 

This  magnanimity  was  irresistible. 

THE  EXD. 


THE  TAZEEH.  OR  PASSION  PLAY  OF  PERSIA- 

BY  S.  G.  W.  BKN'JAMIX. 


ONE  of  the  least  known  but  most  re- 
markable religious  phenomena  of  the 
age  is  the  Tazieh.  or  Passion  Play  of  Persia. 
But  in  order  to  give  an  intelligible  de- 
scription ©i  the  Tazieh  it  is  first  necessary 
to  tax  the  patience  of  the  reader  with  the 
repetition  of  a  few  salient  points  attend- 
ing the  rise  of  Mohammedanism. 

After  the  death  of  Mohammed,  the  suc- 
cession was  disputed.  It  belonged  by 
natural  right  to  Ali.  who  was  married  to 
Fat'nimeh.  the  only  surviving  daughter 
of  the  Prophet.  But  it  was  not  until  the 
accession  and  assassination  of  Abu  Bekr. 
Omar,  and  Othman  that  Ali  was  finally 
elected  to  the  caliphate.  Even  then  he 
was  :  *  ^  ^.^^  --  "  -  ^  -  ^  r:  ^  -Tig-de- 
ferre  -ition. 

But  round 

hims^  riyeh. 

It   was  ai  DatLia-  iaiier.  an 

astute  chieftain,  h  i  the  cal 

iphate    in   the    line    ol    the 
When  Ali  was  in  turn  assasv 
oldest  son.  Hassan,  assumed  th  :e 

at  M  At  the  head  of  a  i-.-    n 

army  ed  to  encounter Muhaviye 

The  eiiihuiiiism  of  his  forces  promised  vic- 


tory :  but  Hassan  was  a  man  of  peaceable 
disposition,  and  he  now  proposed  to  abdi- 
cate in  favor  of  Muhaviyeh.  reserving  the 
STicoession  for  himself  after  the  death  of 
!•.  But  Yezid.  the  son  of  Muhavi- 
;  -ed  Hassan  to  be  poisoned  by  one 

of  his  wives. 

The  accession  of  Yezid  was  accepted  by 
the  various  provinces  of  the  now  ext^i- 
sive  dominions  of  Islam,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Medina  and  Mecca,  and  the  Per- 
sian satrapy  of  which  Bagdad  and  Cufa 
were  chief  cities,  which  gave  in  their  al- 
legiance to  Hussein,  the  brother  of  Has- 
san, and.  like  him.  a  grandson  of  the 
Prophet,  by  the  same  mother.  Hussein 
was  a  man  of  different  metal  from  Has- 
san, and  he  therefore  boldly  prepared  for 
a  final  conflict  that  was  to  decide  the 
claims  of  the  Aliites  and  the  Ommiades. 

Escaping  from  Medina.  Hussein  hasten- 
ed Trith  his  family  toward  Cufa,  Ali  had 
r  that  city  his  capital :  he  was  buried 

::^e   sacred  shrine  of  Kerbeiah.  near 

that  city,  and  it  was  natural  that  Hussein 

'     "Id  now  rely  on  the  professed  alle- 

;e  of  the  people  of  Cufa,  who  warmly 

invited  him  to  proceed  thither,  promising 
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him  every  support  in  the  approaching-  de- 
cision of  arms.  But  the  Cufaites  were  pro- 
verbially volatile  and  unstable.  To-day 
one  thing-,  to-morrow  another,  they  had 
hardly  sent  a  pressing  invitation  to  Hus- 
sein to  resort  to  their  city,  when  they 
allowed  themselves  to  be  diverted  from 
their  purpose  by  a  messenger  sent  by  Ye- 
zid,  and  tamely  allowed  an  army  to  be 
sent  to  crush  Hussein.  There  was  suspi- 
cion in  the  air;  the  known  fickleness  of 
the  people  of  Cufa  sug;^ested  the  utmost 
caution ;  and  Hussein  was  urged  to  delay 
his  departure,  or  at  least  to  leave  his 
family  behind.  But  Hussein  was  a  true 
believer  in  predestination.  "  What  is 
written  is  written,''  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
Koran.  Of  what  worth  is  faith  if  it  will 
not  bear  the  test  in  the  hour  of  trial  ? 
Therefore,  with  his  family  and  a  small 
troop  of  horse,  Hussein  went  forth  un- 
flinchingly to  meet  his  doom. 

The  heroism  of  Hussein  was  the  more 
remarkable  because  from  the  outset  of  his 
journey  he  was  oppressed  by  a  presenti- 
ment of  death  stalking  across  the  desert 
and  rapidly  overtaking  the  small  troop 
of  devoted  victims  wearily  marching  to 
the  grave.  On  the  low  banks  of  the 
tawny  Euphrates,  the  scene  of  so  many 
tragedies  of  the  long-forgotten  ages,  the 
despairing  band  was  brought  to  a  halt  by 
the  army  which  had  been  sent  to  inter- 
cept its  progress.  The  negotiations  which 
followed  proved  futile,  for  the  general  of 
Yezid,  the  fierce  emir  Obeid  Allah,  would 
accept  of  nothing  short  of  an  uncondi- 
tional surrender,  preceded  by  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Yezid.  The  four  brothers 
of  Hussein  and  all  his  companions  also 
declined  to  accept  the  safe-conduct  offered 
to  them  on  these  conditions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  plant- 
ed themselves  between  the  camp  of  Hus- 
sein and  the  Euphrates,  and  to  the  other 
horrors  of  the  terrible  hour  was  now  add- 
ed that  of  thirst  in  a  land  quivering  witli 
intolerable  heat.  The  last  night  in  the 
little  camp  was  one  of  solemn  prepara- 
tion, of  brooding  gloom,  and  portentous 
dreams.  Hussein  and  Zeineb,  brother 
and  sister,  held  mournful  converse  on  the 
terrors  of  tlie  morrow,  the  day  that  should 
see  the  destruction  of  the  family  of  the 
Prophet  of  God.  Around  them  gathered 
their  children  and  kinsfolk  and  the  small 
band  of  faithful  defenders.  Hussein  urged 
them  to  fly  while  there  was  yet  time, 
for  the  enemy  sought  only  the  life  of  one,. 
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his  own.  ''Allah  forbid  that  we  desert 
you  nowT'  they  all  exclaimed  with  one 
accord. 

The  attack  was  commenced  b}'-  Sliemr. 
a  fierce  partisan;  the  combat  continued 
until  the  hour  for  noon  prayer,  when 
there  came  a  cessation  of  arms.  During 
the  truce  Hussein  chanted  the  Song  of 
Fear,  which  is  only  recited  in  mom.ents 
of  extreme  peril.  The  final  catastrophe 
w^as  not  long  deferred  after  the  resump- 
tion of  the  struggle.  Hussein  fell, pierced 
with  over  thirty  wounds,  and  his  head 
w^as  struck  off  by  the  ferocious  Sliemr, 
wiio  carried  the  goi'\"  trophy  to  Obeid  Al- 
lah. Zeineb,  with  some  of  the  women 
and  children,  was  spared,  and  eventually 
taken  into  the  presence  of  Yezid.  Yezid 
acted  with  moderation,  and  the  remaining 
descendants  of  the  Prophet  seemed  to  have 
retired  from  further  participation  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  content  to  be  religious  teachers 
and  expounders  of  the  Koranic  laws. 

Not  so, however,  was  it  with  others,  who, 
although  not  of  the  house  of  Ali,  were 
firm  believers  in  the  rights  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Prophet.  Among  the  foremost 
adherents  of  the  cause  was  Al  Muchtar. 
called  the  Avenger.  Assuming  the  office  of 
vindicator  of  the  memory  and  rights  of 
Ali,  Al  Muchtar  entered  on  a  mission  of 
extermination  against  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  slaughter  of  Hussein.  The 
story  of  his  persistent  efforts  and  marvel- 
lous exploits  merits  a  separate  iiarrative, 
but  it  suffices  to  state  here  that  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  tremendous  task  Al 
Muclitar  succeeded  so  thorough hy  that,  be- 
sides slaying  nearly  all  the  leaders  in  that 
great  tragedy,  and  an  immense  multitude 
in  numerous  battles,  he  slaughtered  nearly 
threescore  thousand  in  cold  blood. 

The  career  of  Al  Muchtar  is,  however, 
only  an  episode  in  the  great  drama  now 
about  to  follow,  which  was  destined  to  in- 
volve nations  as  actors,  a  great  religious 
phenomenon  directly  resulting  from  the 
tragedy  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates. 

The  entire  Mohammedan  world  now 
seemed  to  acknowledge  the  sway  of  the 
caliphs  of  the  line  of  Ommiyeh  and  their 
successors.  The  claims  of  Ali  and  his 
family  were  apparently  forgotten.  But 
not  so ;  in  Iran,  or  Persia,  the  sectaries  of 
Ali  were  biding  their  time. 

In  Persia  the  memory  of  Ali  and  his 
unfortunate  family  was  preserved  with 
profound  veneration  by  a  small  and  per- 
secuted sect,  many  of  whom  sealed  their 
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faith  with  their  blood.  Tliey  called  them- 
selves Sheahs, as  opposed  to  the  Sunneesor 
orthodox  Mussulmans.  The  fathers  of  this 
devoted  sect  were  tlie  Twelve  Holy  Imams. 
First  in  order  was  Ali,  tlieii  his  sous  Has- 
san and  Hussein,  and  after  tliem  nine  suc- 
cessors, who  became  the  expounders  of  the 
faith, and  established  the  codeof  laws  based 
on  the  Koran,  which  ditfersin  many  points 
from  the  theocratic  code  of  the  Sunnees. 
All  of  the  Twelve  Holy  Imams  suffered 
martyrdom  exceptinj^  the  last;  he  is  call- 
ed El  Mahdi,  or  Machdee;  he  disappeared 
ages  ago,  and  is  believed  to  be  living  still, 
destined  to  return  once  more  and  reunite 
the  various  sects  of  Islamism.  Hence  the 
interest  that  was  displayed  by  Mohammed- 
ans of  all  sects  in  the  self-styled  Macbdee 
of  Soudan. 

Extraordinary  sanctity  attaches  to  the 
tombs  of  the  Holy  Imams;  they  are  re- 
sorted to  by  vast  multitudes  of  pilgrims; 
the  dead  are  sent  long  distances  to  be 
buried  in  the  holy  dust  of  those  sacred 
spots.  The  direct  descendants  of  Fathimeh 
and  Ali  received  the  title  of  Seyed.  Be- 
sides the  Holy  Imams,  the  Seyeds  of  Per- 
sia have  multiplied  until  they  now  num- 
ber many  thousands.  They  arc  distin- 
guished by  turbans  and  girdles  of  green 
and  black.  But  for  a  long  period  the 
Sheahs,  or  sectaries  of  Ali  in  Persia,  w^ere 
a  persecuted  sect  of  enthusiasts,  receiving 
scant  tolerance  from  the  numerous  dynas- 
ties which  rapidly  succeeded  each  other, 
and  generally  advocated  the  Sunnee  doc- 
trines. After  nine  hundred  years  of  he- 
roic faith  and  endurance,  the  hour  of  tri- 
umph came  to  the  Sheahs,  as  it  comes  to 
all  who  wait  and  believe. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury there  was  born  at  Ardebil  a  child 
named  Ismael.  On  his  father's  side  he 
was  descended  from  Muza  Khazim,  the 
seventh  Holy  Imam,  and  was  therefore  m 
the  direct  line  of  descent  from  Fathimeh 
and  Ali.  Ismael  instigated  a  revolt,  in 
which  he  succeeded  in  deposing  the  Kurd- 
ish dynasty.  He  mounted  the  throne  of 
Persia  in  1499,  and  founded  the  dynasty 
of  the  Sufavehs,  the  greatest  ^she  has  seen 
since  the  time  of  Anushirvan  the  Just. 
Ismael,  as  the  descendant  of  Ali,  caused 
himself  to  be  styled  Shah  Shea-an,  King 
of  the  Sheahs.  Not  only  did  he  consoli- 
date Persia  once  more  into  a  great  empire, 
but  he  also  united  nearly  the  entire  popu- 
lation in  a  common  zeal  for  the  faith  of 
the  sectaries  of  Ali.     The  Mohammedan 


world  soon  learned  not  only  that  Persia 
was  once  more  a  vast  dominant  power, 
but  also  that  she  presented  a  united  fi-ont 
against  the  Sunnee  nations  who  surround- 
ed her  on  all  sides. 

Inspired  with  new  zeal  and  national  en- 
thusiasm, the  Persian  Sheahs  of  the  early 
Sufaveh  period  demanded  a  vent  for  their 
sectarian  fervor.    This  tliej' partially  found 
in  the  celebration  of  the  anniversaries  of 
the  most  important  events  in  the  lives  of 
Ali   and   his  descendants.      Tlie   idea   of 
thus  commemorating  these  anniversaries 
appears  to  have  been   borrowed   from    a 
practice   established    by  ^Muhaviyeh,  the 
first  of  the  line  of  the  Ommiades.     The 
circumstances  connected  with  the  mur- 
der of  the  third  caliph,  Osman,  were  in 
the  highest  degree  dramatic.     Muhaviyeh 
caused  the  event,  on  each  anniversary,  to 
be  represented  at  his  court  iji  Damascus, 
whether  by  recitations   or  dramatic  im- 
])ersonation,   or   both,    does    not   appear. 
This  circumstance  very  probabl}^  suggest- 
ed to  the  Persians  a  similar  commemora- 
tion of  the  principal  events  in  the  lives  of 
the  founders  of  the  Sheah  faith.     What 
form  of  celebrating  the  death  of  Hussein 
was  in  vogue  before  the  Sufaveh  period 
we  can  only  imagine  from  what  occurred 
with  more   pomp    and   pageantry  under 
that  dynasty.     Tradition  states,  however, 
that  during  the  brief  Dailamee  dynast^-, 
about  933  to  986  A.D.,  the  practice  began 
of  commemorating  the  chief  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Sheah  sect  by  lectures  and 
recitations  given  by  prominent  mollahs, 
or  priests,  from  pulpits  erected  in  the  pub- 
lic squares,  or,  by  invitation,  in  the  resi- 
dences of  prominent  citizens,  during  the 
three   holy  months   of   the  Sheah  faith. 
These  recitations  were  called  rhozeh.    The 
rhozeh  recitations  continue  in  full  force 
to  the  present  day.     But  the  zeal  of  the 
Sufaveh  period,  aided  as  it  was  by  an  opu- 
lence and  splendor  which  have  rendered 
the  reigns  of  Shah  Abbas  the  Great  and 
his  successors  almost  proverbial,  quickly 
suggested  more  pomp  and  circumstance 
in  the  commemoration  of  the  martyrdom 
of  the  saints  of  the  Sheah  faith.    Sir  John 
Chardin,  in  his  generally  reliable  Avork 
on  Persia  in  that  period,  has  described  the 
spectacle  he  witnessed  at  Ispahan  during 
the  holy  month  of  Moharrem.     We  are 
enabled,  from   his  narrative,    to  form  a 
conception  of   the  elaborate   ceremonies 
which  already,  in  the  fifth  reign  of   the 
Sufavehs,  had  become  an  established  cus- 


THE  TAZIEH,  OR  PASSION  PLAY  OF  PERSIA. 


463 


torn  at  these  anniversaries.  It  does  not 
appear  from  liis  description,  however, 
nor  from  anythin;^  I  can  loarn  elsewliere, 
that  any  attempt  was  made  in  that  age  to 
give  a  dramatic  character  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  these  solemn  scenes.  The 
idea  of  dramatizing  them  appears  to  have 
come  only  gradually,  and  is  still  in  a 
somewhat  nebulous  condition. 

Every  circumstance  connected  ^vith 
this  commemorative  x)eriod  of  x)ublic  lam- 
entation is  quite  subordinate  or  subsid- 
iary to  the  great  dramatic  representation 
of  the  tragedy  (the  Tazieh)  which  involved 
the  descendants  of  Ali  and  Fathimeh  in 
one  common  destruction.  The  leading 
purpose  of  this  drama  is  to  represent  the 
slaughter  of  Hussein,  the  son  of  Ali,  and 
his  family. 

It  is  not  easy  for  those  of  other  beliefs 
to  gain  access  to  the  royal  Takieh — for  so 
the  building  is  called  where  the  drama 
called  the  Tazieh  is  unfolded  for  ten  suc- 
cessive days.  Having  been  specially  fa- 
vored by  an  invitation  from  the  Zahiri 
Douleli,  a  son-in-law  of  the  Shah,  to  wit- 
ness three  scenes  of  this  extraordinary 
l^erformance,  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  a 
faithful  description  of  what  I  actually  saw. 
I  am  convinced,  after  careful  reflection, 
that  one  who  has  seen  the  Tazieh  has  en- 
joyed the  opportunity  of  forming  some 
conception  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
dramas  of  ancient  Greece  were  placed  on 
the  stage,  and  of  the  effect  they  produced 
on  the  imaginative  and  more  simx:)le  and 
emotional  audiences  of  that  period,  who 
needed  no  factitious  scenery  or  other  arti- 
ficial aids  to  clothe  the  ideal  with  all  the 
actuality  of  the  real. 

I  was  invited  to  attend  on  the  fifth  day 
of  the  Tazieh.  We  arrived  at  the  Takieh 
toward  noon.  On  alighting  from  the  car- 
riage I  was  surprised  to  see  an  immense 
circular  building,  as  large  as  the  amphi- 
theatre of  Verona,  solidly  constructed  of 
brick.  Ferauches,  or  liveried  footmen, 
cleared  the  way  before  us.  Thrashing 
right  and  left,  they  opened  a  lane  through 
the  crowd  that  packed  the  great  portal. 
Entering  a  dark,  vaulted  vestibule,  I 
groped,  or  rather  was  pushed  by  the 
throng,  toward  a  stairway  crowded  with 
servants  w^hose  masters  had  already  ar- 
rived. We  finally  landed  on  the  first 
gallery,  which  led  around  the  building. 
A  few  steps  in  the  twilight,  and  then  an 
embroidered  curtain  was  raised,  and  I  en- 
tered the  box  of  the  Zahiri  Douleh.   .  It 


was  in  two  parts,  the  first  higher  than  the 
other;  stepping  into  the  front  and  lower 
division,  I  was  invited  to  sit  or  recline  on 
the  left  of  my  host,  upon  a  superbly  em- 
broidered cushion  of  velvet  (the  seat  of 
honor  is  at  the  left  hand  in  Persia).  The 
Avails  of  the  loggia  were  hung  with  cash- 
mere shawls  of  price,  and  the  choicest  of 
rugs  enriched  the  floor.  A  number  of 
Persian  gentlemen  of  lower  rank  occupied 
the  back  i^art  of  the  apartment;  all  alike 
were  seated  on  their  knees  and  heels — a 
most  painful  position  for  one  not  accus- 
tomed to  it  from  infancy.  Having  will- 
ingly made  a  concession  to  popular  feel- 
ing by  wearing  a  Persian  kolah,  or  black 
conical  cap,  made  of  stuff  imitating  sheep- 
skin, I  was  able  to  sit  at  the  extreme  front 
of  the  box,  and  see  and  be  seen  without 
the  interposition  of  a  screen  of  gauze, 
which  is  required  in  the  case  of  foreigners 
who  are  permitted  occasionally  to  visit 
the  royal  Takieh. 

On  looking  forth  over  the  vast  arena  a 
sight  met  my  gaze  which  was  indeed  rare 
and  extraordinary.  The  interior  of  the 
building  is  two  hundred  feet  in  diameter 
and  some  eighty  feet  high.  An  enormous 
domical  frame  of  timbers,  firmly  spliced 
and  braced  with  iron,  springs  from  the 
walls,  giving  support  to  the  awning  which 
protects  the  interior  from  the  sunlight 
and  the  rain.  From  the  centre  of  the 
dome  a  large  chandelier  was  suspended, 
furnished  with  four  electric  burners — a  re- 
cent innovation.  A  more  Oriental  form  of 
illuminating  the  building  was  seen  in  the 
prodigious  number  of  lustres  and  candle- 
sticks, all  of  glass,  and  protected  from  the 
air  by  glass  shades  open  at  the  top,  and 
variously  colored ;  they  were  concentrated 
against  the  wall  in  immense  glittering 
clusters. 

The  arrangement  of  the  boxes,  or,  more 
strictly,  loggias,  was  peculiar.  The  walls 
rarely  indicated  any  serious  attempt  at  dec- 
oration, excepting  in  simple  string  courses 
or  cornices  of  brick,  the  chief  material  ap- 
parent, and  yet  the  general  effect  was  pic- 
turesquely grand,  the  architect  being  evi- 
dently conscious  that  by  merely  following 
the  arrangement  suggested  by  the  aim  in 
view  he  would  achieve  a  noble  architectu- 
ral expression.  On  one  side  the  loggia  of 
the  Shah  raised  the  arch  of  its  broad  win- 
dow to  twice  the  dimensions  of  the  neigh- 
boring loggias.  Opposite,  again,  was  a  row 
of  alcoves  associated  together  by  a  line  of 
semi-Saracenic  archivolts  over  the  win- 
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dows.  wliicli  were  concealed  by  a  green 
lattice,  and  framed  with  green  mouldings 
carved  and  gilded:  these  were  appropri- 
ated to  the  wives  of  the  Shah. 

The  entrances  to  the  lioor,  or  pit,  differed 
in  width,  the  widest  being  some  thirty  feet : 
the  arched  roofs  extended  to  a  heiglit  of 
thirty  and  forty  feet  respectively.  These 
vaulted  passages  being,  of  coui'se.  pierced 
through  the  walls,  gave  a  means  for  gau- 
ging the  solidity  of  the  structure,  the 
walls  being  upward  of  fifty  feet  in  thick- 
ness on  the  ground. 

In  the  centre  of  the  arena  was  a  cir- 
cular stage  of  masonry,  raised  three  leet 
high,  and  approached  by  two  stairways. 
Attached  to  the  side  of  the  theatre  was  a 
pulpit  of  white  marble  of  the  form  uni- 
versally followed  in  Mohammedan  coun- 
tries, being  simply  a  lofty,  narrow  flight 
of  steps,  protected  by  a  solid  balustrade 
on  each  side,  and  crowned  with  a  canopy. 
The  spiritual  exaltation  or  the  age  and 
rank  of  the  speaker  suggest  from  what 
elevation  he  shall  exhort  the  people  seated 
on  the  pavement  below  him. 

But  I  soon  discovered  that  all  the  archi- 
tectural details  of  this  remarkable  build- 
ing were  secondary  to  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  offered  by  the  assembled  multi- 
tude. The  entire  arena,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  narrow  passage  around  the  stage, 
was  absolutely  packed  with  women— thou- 
sands and  thousands.  At  a  rough  esti- 
mate it  seemed  to  me  nearly  four  thousand 
women  were  seated  on  their  heels  on  the 
earthen  floor,  which  was  made  slightly 
sloping,  in  order  to  enable  those  in  the 
rear  to  see  over  the  heads  of  those  before 
them;  not  that  any  of  them  could  com- 
plain of  high  bonnets  to  obstruct  the  sight, 
for  not  a  bonnet  was  to  be  seen,  nor  ever 
had  been  seen  there.  It  was  a  dense,  com- 
pact mass  of  women  uniformly  dressed  in 
blue-black  mantles,  each  having  a  white 
veil  drawn  tightly  over  the  head  and  face, 
the  only  vent  for  sight  being  a  small  ob- 
long lattice  of  beautifully  worked  lace  di- 
rectly before  the  eyes.  This  was  attached 
to  the  back  of  the  head  by  a  glittering 
buckle,  those  of  the  wealthier  women 
sparkling  with  gold  and  brilliants.  This 
is  the  only  vanity  a  Persian  woman  is 
permitted  to  indulge  in  when  abroad. 
They  make  up  for  it  at  home  by  an  extrav- 
agant display  of  rouge  and  jewels— at  least 
so  say  they  who  have  seen  them.  Four 
thousand  white  heads  and  dark  blue  man- 
tles, and  not  a  face  to  be  seen !     It  is  unne- 


cessary to  describe  the  confused  chatterinjr 
which  arose  from  this  multitude  of  fair 
ones  while  waiting  for  the  show  to  begin: 
it  goes  witliout  saying. 

An  amusing  character  in  the  crowd  was 
a  quizzical  old  fellow  with  a  cup  and  a 
jug  of  water,  doling  out  drinks  as  an  act 
of  devotion.  This  lie  has  done  for  many 
yeai*s  at  the  Tazieh,  in  order  to  remind  the 
people  that  Hussein  sulfered  in  his  last 
hours  from  the  agonies  of  thirst.  As  at  a 
Spanish  bull -fight,  venders  of  refresh- 
ments might  be  seen  with  lemonade,  tea, 
and  kalians,  or  water-pipes,  the  latter 
smoked  by  women  as  well  as  men.  The 
masculine  sex  was  in  a  small  minority 
in  tlie  arena,  and  what  few  men  wei*e 
there  stood  behind  the  compact  army  of 
women.  Most  of  the  men  present  were 
in  the  galleries.  Tea,  coffee,  and  pipes 
were  served  in  our  box  repeatedly,  and 
cigars  for  myself  and  dragoman,  Pei*sians 
preferring  not  to  invite  Christians  to 
smoke  their  kalians.  But  after  the  per- 
formance began,  all  smoking  and  refresh- 
ments were  banned  as  indicating  a  frivol- 
ity inconsistent  with  the  tragical  events 
of  the  drama.  The  interval  of  waiting, 
although  long,  was  neither  tedious  nor  un- 
profitably  employed,  for  from  time  to  time 
some  zealot  gave  vent  to  a  profound  "  Ya 
Ali!  ya  Hussein!"  when  many  voices 
would  join  in,  and  thus  by  gradual  ac- 
cessions of  fervor  expectation  was  inten- 
sified and  piety  increased.  The  holy  zeal 
of  the  faithful  was  yet  further  stimulated 
by  the  moUahs.  both  old  and  young — one 
a  mere  boy  of  fifteen — who  ascended  the 
pulpit  in  turn,  and  exhorted  the  people 
with  a  rhozeh,  or  religious  rhapsody,  an 
the  virtues  and  martyrdom  of  Ali  and  the 
Twelve  Holy  Imams.  As  in  a  camp-meet- 
ing frequent  Amens  are  heard,  so.  when- 
ever some  especially  eloquent  period  was 
rolled  forth  in  fervid  tones,  I'esponses 
were  heard  from  every  quarter,  now  a 
loud  "Ya  Hussein  1''  or  anon  the  sound 
of  some  one  smiting  his  bare  bosom. 

At  length  a  crowd  was  seen  massing  in 
the  great  entrance  opposite  the  royal  log- 
gia, which  resolved  itself  into  a  procession 
of  nearly  two  hundred  men,  who  proved 
to  be  ferauches,  or  servants  of  the  king's 
household.  Led  by  the  head  steward  of 
the  palace,  they  entered  the  theatre  two 
by  two,  slowly  marching  around  the  cir- 
cular stage.  They  were  dressed  in  black 
mourning  livery.  Each  had  the  breast 
bare,  and  with   reg-ular  cadence  as  thev 
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marched  they  smote  tlieir  hosoms  with 
their  right  hands.  The  skin  was  crimson, 
for  twice  daily  for  five  days  they  had  re- 
peated this  painful  performance.  Tlie 
reader  will  remember  that  at  the  Crucifix- 
ion the  sxiectators  smote  their  breasts;  it 
has  in  all  ages  been  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon of  Oriental  ceremonies  for  express- 
ing lamentation.  This  procession,  like  all 
which  followed,  delayed  a  moment  oppo- 
site the  royal  loggia  and  saluted  the  Shah. 
Directly  after  them  followed  a  confused 
group  of  men  in  Arab  costume,  who  beat 
their  breasts  in  unison  with  a  force  that 
excited  apprehension  lest  they  should  kill 
themselves  by  smiting  over  the  heart  with 
such  continuous  violence.  After  them 
came  a  group  nude  above  the  middle. 
They  held  in  each  hand  a  large  block  of 
hard  wood,  which  they  struck  together 
with  a  sharp,  exasperating  rhythm,  alter- 
nately before  them  and  over  their  heads. 
The  last  two  groups,  like  the  chorus  in 
the  Grreek  plays,  were  collectively  sym- 
bolical of  a  class,  representing  in  this  case 
the  wild  Arabs  of  the  desert,  who  from 
afar  beheld  the  march  of  Hussein  through 
their  country,  and  bewailed  without  be- 
ing able  to  assist  the  martyrs  in  their  last 
struggle.  As  the  last  of  the  three  j)roces- 
sions  filed  out  of  the  building,  the  strains 
of  martial  music  burst  on  the  ear,  solemn- 
ly breathing  a  funereal  dirge.  It  was  one 
of  the  military  bands  of  the  Shah,  and 
was  followed  in  steady  procession  by  six 
other  regimental  bands,  each  striking  ujy 
a  minor  strain  as  the  band  before  it  left 
the  building.  The  last  band  had  ceased 
its  music  and  disappeared,  when,  in  the 
gate  through  which  they  had  entered,  an- 
other group  was  seen  collecting  and  form- 
ing. In  front,  facing  the  audience,  were 
several  children  dressed  in  green ;  at  their 
side  warriors  were  gathered,  glittering  in 
the  chain  shirts  and  gold- in  laid  helmets 
of  past  ages.  Suddenly  on  the  solemn  si- 
lence, like  the  trill  of  a  bird  at  night,  came  . 
the  voice  of  one  of  the  children,  first  low  • 
and  solemn,  then  rising  to  a  high,  clear 
tone  indescribably  wild  and  thrillingly  pa- 
thetic, chanting  a  tragic  ode  of  remarkable 
effect  and  power.  He  who  has  once  heard 
that  strain  can  never  forget  the  impres- 
sion it  made.  This  song  of  lamentation 
was  an  announcement  to  the  spectators 
that  they  were  to  prepare  themselves  to 
behold  a  soul -moving  tragedy,  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  Hussein  and  the  grandchildren 
of  the  Prophet.      Other  voices  gradueJly 


joined  in  the  chant,  until  a  sublime  choral 
elegy  j^ealed  over  the  vast  arena  with  such 
an  agony  of  sound  that  it  actually  seemed 
as  if  these  actors  in  this  theatric  scene 
were  actually  giving  expression  to  their 
own  death-song.  Still  chanting,  the  troop 
slowly  entered  the  arena,  and  with  mea- 
sured tread  marched  around  the  stage  and 
ascended  the  platform.  There  they  form- 
ed in  double  ranks,  and  with  low  obei- 
sance paid  their  salutations  to  the  king. 

There  was  no  scenery  on  the  stage ;  the 
only  objects  it  contained  were  such  as  to 
arouse  the  amusement  of  one  who  reflected 
on  what  was  really  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  the  far-away  little  camp  by  the 
banks  of  the  tawny  Euphrates,  where  ages 
ago  the  group  of  martyrs  suffered  with 
thirst,  surrounded  by  savage  hordes,  and 
l^erished  miserably  on  the  hot  wastes  of 
Mesopotamia.  One  could  scarcely  repress 
a  smile  at  the  chairs  covered  with  beaten 
gold  which  were  brought  from  the  royal 
treasury,  and  the  sofa  and  the  uncouth 
beds  covered  with  canopies  to  represent 
the  tents. 

Hussein  was  represented  by  an  actor 
named  Mollah  Hussein,  who  was  draped 
in  massive  robes  of  green  and  cashmere 
inwrought  with  gold.  His  head  was  cov- 
ered with  a  large  Arabian  turban.  Dur- 
ing most  of  the  performance  of  this  day 
he  occupied  one  end  of  a  sofa,  wrapj)ed  in 
melancholy  reflections  on  the  approaching 
doom.  Abbas,  his  brother  by  another  mo- 
ther, was  personated  by  Mirza  Gholam 
Hussein,  who  was  completely  clad  in  a 
Saracenic  coat  of  mail  of  wire  links,  ter- 
minating in  a  white  tunic.  His  head  was 
protected  by  a  grand  helmet  of  olden  time, 
graced  with  plumes.  He  was  of  a  hand- 
some cast  and  finely  shaped,  j^i'esenting 
altogether  an  impressive  impersonation  of 
the  romantic  heroes  of  whom  we  read  in 
the  picturesque  images  of  Oriental  romance. 
Shemr,  one  of  the  leading  officers  of  the 
enemy,  was  arrayed  in  similar  fashion. 
After  Hussein  and  Abbas  and  Shemr,  the 
most  prominent  character  of  the  drama 
was  Zeineb,  the  sister  of  Hussein,  whose 
part  was  played  by  an  actor  named  Mollah 
Hussein  Zeineb  Khan.  He  sx^oke  in  falset- 
to. Of  course  all  the  female  characters 
were  represented  by  men  and  boys.  Zei- 
neb at  the  opening  of  the  scene  appeared 
shrouded  in  a  thick  mantle,  seated  on  the 
earth,  bemoaning  her  fate.  .The  children 
of  the  various  families  gathered  in  the 
camp  also  sat  on  the  sand,  for  the  most 
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part,  representing  a  feature  of  the  traijedy 
analogous  to  the  chorus  of  the  Greek 
plays.  Tlie  entire  performance  was  di- 
rected by  a  pi*ompter.  who  walked  uncon- 
cernedly on  the  stage  and  gave  hints  to 
the  players,  or  placed  the  younger  actors 
in  their  position.  At  the  proper  moment, 
also,  by  a  motion  of  the  hand,  he  gave  or- 
ders for  tlie  music  to  strike  up  or  cease. 
But  it  was  curious  how  soon  I  forgot  to 
notice  him  at  all;  indeed,  after  a  short 
time  I  was  scarcely  aware  of  his  presence: 
so  interested  had  I  become  in  the  extraor- 
dinary character  of  all  that  was  going  on 
before  me  that  I  forgot  there  was  no  scen- 
ery, and  seemed  to  myself  to  be  gazing 
upon  actual  events  as  they  once  occurred 
on  *       '       '  ^  of  the  K  <. 

T  -traallu  >veconsisted 

of  a  \jixi\d  of  i^erformei-s  who  are  stationed 
at  the  top  of  the  building,  fortunately,  as 
it  proved,  for  their  instruments  were  ket- 
tle-drums and  long  straight  horns,  harsh 
and  doleful  and  startling  enough  to  wake 
the  dead.  A  signal  from  the  director  at 
the  commencement  of  each  scene  of  the 
Tazieh  awoke  the  confuseil  war  din  of  the 
kettle-drums,  and  instantly  after  followed 
a  terrific  burst  fi*om  the  horns.  At  the 
close  of  each  scene  the  same  fierce  music 
stimulated  the  glowing  enthusiasm  of  the 
faithful,  and  nerved  their  zeal  for  events 
yet  more  tragic  and  sublime. 

The  act  for  this  |x^i-ticular  day  began 
with  a  scene  between  Zeineb  and  Hus- 
sein. In  an  impassioned  colloquy  they 
lamented  their  fate  and  encouraged  each 
other  to  the  exercise  of  mutual  fortitude. 
As  the  scene  closed  she  sank  to  the  dust, 
and  throwing  ashes  over  her  head,  lapsed 
into  an  attitude  of  impressive  silence  and 
reflection.  Superb  in  the  representation 
of  lamentation  and  affliction  was  the  scene 
which  followed,  when  the  young  Ali  Ac- 
bar,  son  of  the  dead  Hassan,  heroically 
resolved  to  go  forth  and  fight  his  way  to 
the  river  to  bring  water  for  the  sufferers 
in  the  camp.  Clad  in  armor,  the  youthful 
hero  submitted  himself  as  a  sacrifice,  for 
he  never  expected  to  return :  magnificent 
were  the  pathetic  tones  in  which  he  sang, 
as  it  were,  his  own  requiem.  The  words 
rang  forth  like  a  trumpet  to  the  farthest 
nook  of  the  vast  building,  and  the  response 
came  in  united  wailings  from  the  thou- 
sands gathered  there.  Beginning  in  a 
low  murmur  like  the  sigh  of  a  coming 
gale,  the  strange  sound  arose  and  fell  like 
the  weird  music  of  the  south  wind  in  the 


rigging  of  a  ship  careening  in  a  dark 
night  on  the  swelling  surges  of  an  Atlantic 
storm.  For  several  moments  so^x  :\r,t\ 
sighs,  and  now  and  again  a  half  - 
ed  shriek,  swept  from  one  side  of : 
ing  to  the  other;  strong  men  wept;  there 
was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  loggia  where  I 
was  seated  except  my  own,  and  I  confess 
that  I  was  not  altogether  unmoved  by  this 
impressive  scene. 

A  milk-white  Arabian  steed  from  the 
royal  stables,  superbly  caparisoned,  was 
now  led  into  the  arena,  and  after  receiv- 
ing the  waving  farewell  of  Hussein  and 
Zeineb  and  the  godspeed  of  the  chorus, 
Ali  Acbar  mounted  and  started  forth  on 
his  perilous  errand.  Instantly  from  sev- 
eral quarters  appeared  a  troop  of  the  en- 
emy, on  horseback  and"  on  foot,  armed 
Arabs  of  the  desert,  who  ci-owded  after  in 
fierce  pursuit.  It  was  really  exciting  to 
see  this  mad  race  around  the  arena,  where 
thousands  of  women  were  crowded  down 
to  the  very  edge  of  the  narrow  lane  which 
was  thronged  with  fighting  steeds  and 
warriors.  But  no  one  flinched ;  the  horees 
were  well  trained,  and  no  accident  re- 
sulted. Finally  Ali  Acl>ar  turned  into 
one  of  the  avenues  of  exit  and  disapjiear- 
ed.  surix)unded  by  the  pursuing  host.  Nor 
did  he  re-appear,  for  soon  after  he  fell, 
covered  witli  wounds. 

Now  followed  a  savage  peal  from  the 
wild  war  horns,  and  Shemr,  the  leader  of 
the  beleaguering  army.  ap|)eared,  clad  in 
complete  armor.  Summoning  the  camp 
to  surrender,  he  pnx^eeded  to  hold  a  long 
colloquy  with  Abbas.  Shemr  had  come 
to  order  Hussein  to  yield,  before  his  out- 
numbered troops  should  be  annihilated  by 
an  overwhelming  host.  Hussein  remained 
at  one  side.  wrap{)ed  in  melancholy  fore- 
bodings, while  Abbas,  with  magnificent 
eloquence,  unconditionally  rejected  terms 
whicli  implied  the  abandonment  of  the 
claims  of  the  house  of  Ali  and  Fathimeh 
to  the  caliphate,  and  majestically  flung 
defiance  at  the  foe. 

After  having  seen  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  actors  of  the  age.  I  can  not 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  this  colloquy 
between  Abbas  and  Shemr  would  do  cred- 
it to  any  stage.  In  parts,  perhaps,  leath- 
er too  declamatory,  it  was  as  a  whole  a 
wonderful  dramatic  episode.  In  closing. 
Abbas,  as  if  endowed  with  prophetic  vi- 
sion, gave  vent  to  a  noble  apostrophe  to  the 
future  splendor  of  Pei-sia.  the  asylum  for 
the  devoted  followers  of  Ali.     These  elo- 
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quent  strophes  called  fortli  deep  murmurs 
of  applause.  Waving  his  mailed  hand 
with  lofty  scorn,  Shemr,  with  equal  dra- 
matic stateliness,  hurled  at  Hussein  the 
responsibility  for  the  disasters  to  come, 
and  remounting  his  steed,  departed. 

Now  nig-ht  came  on;  by  tacit  consent 
the  decisive  conflict  was  deferred  until  the 
following  day,  and  all  in  the  camp  slept, 
most  of  them  for  the  last  time  on  earth, 
overpowered  with  anxiety  and  suspense. 
But  while  they  slumbered  they  were  not 
forgotten.  Aliand  Fathimeh,  the  parents 
of  those  Avho  were  devoted  to  die  for  de- 
fending the  rights  of  the  Prophet's  house, 
could  not  rest  tranquil  in  their  graves.  If 
they  were  powerless  to  avert  the  doom  of 
their  children,  for  "what  is  written  is 
written,"  they  could  at  least  bewail  their 
fate  together.  Sublime  was  the  idea,  one 
probably  never  before  conceived  in  the 
drama — two  figures  shrouded  in  the  cere- 
ments of  the  tomb  conversing  in  sepul- 
chral accents  on  the  stage.  A  very  dif- 
ficult scene  it  Avas  indeed  to  represent 
without  the  aid  of  scenery;  but,  notwith- 
standing, the  effect  w^as  solemn  and  im- 
pressive. As  Ali  and  Fathimeh  passed 
out  of  sight,  Shemr  and  one  of  his  gener- 
als appeared  from  the  hostile  army  to  re- 
connoitre the  camp  and  make  plans  for 
bringing  the  assault  on  the  morrow  to  a 
successful  issue. 

The  concluding  scene  of  this  act — if  each 
performance  can  be  characterized  by  a 
word  indicating  more  of  sequence  than 
actually  exists  in  the  drama  of  the  Tazieli 
— represented  the  commencement  of  the 
battle.  The  resisting  force  was  typified 
by  the  person  of  Abbas,  who,  after  a  ter- 
rifying burst  of  kettle-drums  and  horns, 
bade  farewell  to  the  little  group  on  the 
stage,  being  first  invested  with  a  white 
mantle  thrown  over  his  shoulders  by 
Hussein.  Immediately  on  mounting  his 
charger.  Abbas  encountered  a  numerous 
troop  of  Arabs,  who  fairly  drove  him 
around  the  stage,  until  he  disappeared  for 
a  moment  in  the  wings,  followed  by  the 
enemy.  When  Abbas  re-appeared  he  pre- 
sented the  aspect  of  one  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  a  severe  conflict.  One  of  liis 
arms  seemed  to  be  hewn  off,  and  his  rai- 
ment was  reeking  with  blood.  Again  the 
enemy  pursued  him,  and  when  he  once 
more  appeared  on  the  scene,  both  arms 
were  gone,  and  with  drooping  form  he 
barely  sustained  himself  on  the  saddle  of 
the  well-trained  steed,  which  also  moved 


with  languid  and  battered  action.  When 
Abbas  reached  the  camp,  he  was  lifted  by 
wailing  friends  from  the  saddle,  and  fell 
on  the  sand  a  maimed  and  bleeding  form. 
As  the  enemy  swarmed  on  the  scene,  and 
Shemr  raised  his  glittering  cimeter  to 
hew  off  the  head  of  the  prostrate  warrior, 
an  extraordinary  wail  of  anguish  burst 
with  one  accord  from  the  vast  audience. 
At  that  instant  the  king  arose  to  depart, 
and  at  once  the  scene  closed.  The  wound- 
ed man  sprang  to  his  feet,  the  uplifted 
sword  was  sheathed,  and  with  a  great  tu- 
mult the  audience  surged  toward  the  ave- 
nues of  exit.  Many  of  the  women,  how- 
ever, would  not  leave  until  forced  to  move 
by  the  ushers,  so  anxious  Avere  they  to  re- 
tain their  places  for  the  performance  of 
the  evening.  I  was  told  that  before  leav- 
ing the  building  the  king  sent  a  costly 
garment  to  Mirza  Gholam  Hussein,  the 
actor  who  had  personated  Abbas,  in  token 
of  the  royal  appreciation  of  the  admirable 
histrionic  ability  he  had  displayed  on  this 
occasion. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  my 
courteous  friend  again  invited  me  to  ac- 
company him.  Throughout  the  ten  days 
during  which  the  Tazieh  is  represented  at 
the  royal  Takieh  there  are  two  acts  or 
performances  each  day— one  in  the  after- 
noon and  one  in  the  evening.  On  the 
evening  in  question  we  arrived  half  an 
hour  before  the  commencement  of  the 
play.  The  audience  was  even  larger  than 
in  the  afternoon,  numbering  fully  10,000, 
but  the  general  effect  w^as  of  course  some- 
what different,  for  the  immense  interior 
was  now  brilliant  with  the  splendor  of 
many  thousand  candles  gleaming  through 
colored  globes.  Unfortunately  the  elec- 
tric lights  in  the  chandelier  suspended 
over  the  stage,  which  might  have  diffused 
almost  a  daylight  glow  over  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  scene,  were  so  dim  as 
to  be  of  little  use. 

The  reader  will  remember  in  the  historic 
sketch  presented  in  the  earlier  paragraphs 
of  this  paper  the  episode  of  Muchtar  the 
Avenger.  The  performance  of  this  even- 
ing was  intended  to  present  the  devoted 
heroism  of  the  imi^lacable  Muchtar, and  his 
final  triumph  over  Obeid  Allah,  the  im- 
mediate instigator  of  the  slaughter  of  Hus- 
sein. First  Obeid  Allah  was  seen  seated 
in  lordly  fashion  on  his  divan,  giving  ex- 
pression, in  terms  of  insolent  exultation, 
to  the  satisfaction  he  felt  that  at  last  the 
diflBcult  task  assigned  to  him  by  his  master 
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Yezid  was  accomplished.    The  tidings  had 
been  brought  him  by  a  swift  messenger 
that  Hussein  liad  perished,  and  that  the 
house  of  Muhaviyeh  was  now  firmly  estab- 
lished on  the  throne  whose  foundations 
were  cemented  with  the  blood  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Prophet.     Soon  the  mo- 
notonous beat  of  camel  bells  was  heard,  and 
a  train  of  the  ships  of  the  desert  appear- 
ed.    They  bore  Zeineb  and  the  children 
who  had  been  spai-ed  from  the  slaughter, 
and  were  preceded  by  slaves  carrying  the 
heads  of  Hussein.  Abbas,  and  other  heroes 
who  had  sacrificed  their  lives  with  them. 
Obeid  Allah  smote  the  head  of  Hussein, 
and  received  the  captives  with  haughty 
disdain.      But    Zeineb    replied   with    the 
reckless    eloquence    of    despair,    defying 
him  to  complete  his  deeds  of  sacrilege  and 
blood  by  murdering  the   remaining  de- 
scendants of  Ali.  who  were   now  in  his 
power.     With  singular  magnanimity  the 
ferocious  satrap  forbore  to  take  the  fran- 
tic Zeineb  at  her  word,  but  ordered  his 
guaixls  to  execute  Moslemah,  a  man  of 
Cufa,  who  had  been  blinded  by  the  order 
of  Obeid  Allah  for  adhering  to  the  cause 
of  Ali.  and  who  now.  led   by  his   little 
child,  appeared  before  him  once  more  to 
upbraid  him  for  his  cruelties  and  crimes. 
Twice  the  child  shielded  the  father  from 
the  executionei-s  who  sought  to  hew  him 
down.     At  last  a  fatal  thrust  intended  for 
the  father  felled  the  faithful  child  to  the 
earth,  whei*e  he  lay  dead.    Moslemah,  miss- 
ing his  child,  and  now  without  a  guide, 
sought  hither  and  thither,  calling  for  him 
in  moving  accents,  until  in  his  wild  grop- 
ing he  stumbled  on  the  lifeless  form.      He 
stooped  down,  and  with  intense  anxiety 
felt  the  corpse  from  head  to  foot. but  when 
the  terrible  truth  fairly  burst  on  his  mind, 
he  gave  an  agonizing  cry,  and  fell  across 
the  bosom   of  his    child.     This   episode, 
which  was  affecting  in  the  extreme,  was 
acted  with  consummate  ability.    But  now 
came  the  hour  for  retribution.     Muchtar 
the  Avenger  appeared  on  the  scene,  enter- 
ing the  stage  with  majestic  strides  and 
stentorian    tones.      His    armed   retainers 
dragged  Obeid  Allah  from   the   seat    of 
power,  and  with   contumely  and    abuse 
hurried  him  to   execution,  together  with 
liis  chief  adherents.     This  part  of  the  play 
was  rather  too  realistic   for  the  modem 
stage,  two  men  being  actually  hanged  by 
ropes    suspended  from  the  dome  above, 
and  another  went  through  the  similitude 
of  beino:  beheaded,  while  a  caldron  was 


prepared  for  the  boiling  of  yet  another. 
But  at  this  critical  moment  it  was  discov- 
ei^d  that  the  king  had  left  for  the  palace, 
and  the  performance  came  to  a  termina- 
tion just  in  time  to  save  a  poor  man  from 
a  terrible  fate.  I  could  not  help  noticing, 
however,  that  the  men  who  had  been  ex- 
ecuted proved  to  be  very  lively  corpses 
indeed  on  the  closing  of  the  entertain- 
ment. Although  of  a  more  sensational 
character  than  the  previous  performance, 
the  acting  of  this  evening  contained  some 
features  which  were  scarcely  inferior  in 
quality  to  the  best  acting  of  El  Abbas. 
It  was  also  interesting  as  showing  the 
scope  of  the  great  national  di'ama  of  Per- 
sia. 

Xot  until  the  second  day  after  this,  or 
the  seventh  of  the  Tazieh,  did  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  it  again,  when  my 
kind  friend  once  more  placed  his  carriage 
and  loggia  at  my  disposal,  and  accompa- 
nied me  with  all  the  graceful  courtesy  of 
a  true  Pei-sian  gentleman.  As  the  Tazieh 
drew  near  its  close,  the  popular  anxiety 
to  see  it  increased  with  each  performance, 
and  long  before  the  hour  arrived  for  it  to 
begin  on  this  day.  the  doors  were  closed, 
the  building  being  packed  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  On  arriving  there  we  found 
a  crowd  surging  back  and  forth,  anxiously 
waiting  for  a  cliance  to  gain  admittance 
within  the  immense  iron-bound  portals. 

The  performance  on  this  occasion  open- 
ed, as  usual,  with  the  processions  descril>ed 
on  a  previous  page.  The  regular  recur- 
rence of  the  funereal  music  and  bands  of 
mourners  with  each  act  of  the  dran)a, 
while  perhaps  slightly  monotonous,  was, 
however,  ingeniously  contrived  to  keep 
before  the  mind  of  the  spectators  that  this 
drama  is  not  a  mere  spectacle  to  entertain, 
but  a  great  commemoi*ative  representa- 
tion intended  to  keep  alive  the  events  on 
which  the  religion  is  founded  which  has 
given  vitality  to  the  national  life  of 
Pei^sia. 

The  performance  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  seventh  day  appeared  to  me  to  have 
been  designed  with  consummate  art,  ad- 
mirably adai^ted  as  it  was  to  the  character 
of  the  audience.  While  some  of  the  de- 
tails were  to  the  European  eye  absurd,  yet 
the  general  motif  was  finely  conceived 
with  a  view  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
audience. 

It  is  well  known  that  King  Suleiman, 
or  Solomon,  still  holds  a  wide  repute 
throuorhout  the  East  for  his  vast  wisdom. 
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his  skill  in  dealing  with  the  mysteries  of 
nature,  and  the  imperial  dominion  he  ex- 
erted over  the  genii  and  demons  of  the 
unseen  world.  The  belief  in  the  magic 
power  of  Solomon,  of  which  we  have  so 
many  proofs  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  En- 
tertainments and  the  legends  of  Europe 
in  the  Dark  Ages,  still  obtains  in  Persia. 
Solomon  it  was,  in  all  his  glory,  who  was 
represented  on  the  stage  of  the  Tazieh 
this  day. 

The  lively  fancy  of  the  Persian  dram- 
atist seems  to  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  Solomon  into  the  play  of  the 
Tazieh,  and  that,  too,  in  a  manner  that 
seems  natural  enough  to  the  Oriental 
mind.  The  great  king  was  so  versed  in 
the  gift  of  prevision,  or  second-sight,  that 
it  is  claimed  he  was  master  not  only  of  the 
past,  but  also  of  the  future.  Thus  it  was 
no  extraordinary  exercise  of  iK)wer  for 
his  eye  to  pierce  twelve  centuries  into  the 
future,  and  descry  the  events  that  were  to 
transpire  on  the  sands  of  Arabia  ages  aft- 
er he  and  his  glory  had  descended  to  the 
tomb-  Before  us  api)eared,  therefore,  on 
tbis  day  the  great  and  renowned  King  Su- 
leiman, radiating  power  from  his  throne. 
As  evidences  of  his^  influence  over  the 
genii  and  all  created  things,  he  now  sum- 
moned before  him  demons  and  jinn,  lions 
and  tigers,  crocodiles  and  all  creeping 
things.  From  all  sides  they  invaded  the 
arena  and  made  their  obeisance  to  the 
great  king.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
many  of  these  animals  were  not  strictly 
shaped  after  correct  models,  and  indicated 
only  moderate  acquaintance  with  natural 
history  or  anatomy.  But  they  interested 
the  people,  and  therefore  served  their  pur- 
pose. 

Having  given  this  exhibition  of  his 
power,  Solomon  now  prepared  to  receive 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  with  a  pomp  suitable 
to  the  rank  of  the  "high  contracting  par- 
ties, "for, according  to  the  Oriental  legend  s . 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  really  visited  the  kii:  _r 
with  an  eye  to  matrimony.  This  s;-::- 
while  calling  for  little  exhibition  of  dra- 
matic talent,  was  very  interesting  as  a 
spectacular  show.  To  a  European  it  was 
of  especial  value,  for  it  gave  a  tolerably 
exact  representation  of  the  marriage  cere- 
monies of  an  Eastern  court.  First  came 
a  train  of  camels  gay  with  elaborate 
housings;  strings  of  melodious  bells  jan- 
gled on  the  necks  of  these  stately  ani- 
mals and  gay  tufts  ivaved  on.  their  lofty 
heads  as  they  marched  majestically  around 


the  arena  with  velvet  tread.  The  furni- 
ture of  the  ijrincess,  inclosed  in  iron- 
bound  chests,  was  carried  by  the  camels, 
and  also  on  a  train  of  richly  saddled 
sumpter- mules.  A  troop  of  hoi-semen 
magnificently  mounted  followed,  i-epre- 
senting  the  military  escort  who  attended 
the  queen.  She  appeared  in  tiiie  royal 
state,  seated  in  a  howdah  of  crimson  and 
gold,  borne  with  her  handmaids  on  the 
back  of  an  elephant. 

The  Queen  of  Sheba  having  arrived  in 
the  presence  of  King  Solomon  with  all 
the  pomp  essential  to  show  the  grandeur 
of  both  the  king  and  the  queen,  Solomon 
again  made  an  exhibition  of  his  necro- 
mantic skill  by  summoning  before  the 
audience  a  scene  which  represented  the 
marriage  of  Khassim,  the  son  of  Hassan. 
The  event  occurred  the  day  previous  to 
the  final  attack  on  the  camp.  Hussein 
foresaw  that  he  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
adults  in  his  band  were  about  to  be  de- 
stroyed. There  was  danger  that  the  house 
of  Ali  might  become  extinct  unless  mea- 
sures were  taken  to  prevent  such  a  result. 
Presuming  that  the  younger  members  of 
his  company  might  be  spared  when  the 
general  slaughter  occurred,  Hussein  was 
naturally  anxious  to  insure  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  family  while  he  was  yet  alive. 
It  was  therefore  agreed  that  the  two 
branches  of  the  family  should  be  united 
in  marriage  Trithout  delay,  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  Khassim,  the  youthful  son  of 
the  murdered  Hassan,  and  Rudabeh,  tlie 
daughter  of  Hussein,  should  be  married 
that  very  day.  The  event  was  one  of  re- 
markable and  touching  chai-acter.  owing 
to  the  circumstances  which  attended  it. 
and  also  of  great  importance  in  the  his- 
tory of  Islamism,  and  especially  of  the 
sect  of  the  Sheahs.  By  this  marriage  the 
house  of  Ali  was 

tion :    it   gave  to    __       ^    _       ^  i^     ; 

I  -id  the  great  dynasty  of  the  Su- 

:  :  -:h  carried  P^:---^  ~~  ^^i  exalt- 

I  power  : 

J  '-■-':    \\  Zeineb. 

:1  :  -  :L  _   mother 

o:  K      —  :         :  :       '  rgroom 

i:::::-T-:,    'ts  ::  :.  f  :;::-:;  "^  iin- 

pas-sioned  chai'acter.     Tl:  of 

whar  "'"-^  ^-•:~>^--!''>'^  was  ro  '...„^   :_   ijtem 
gave  -     emnity  to  what,  under 

of  -:aiices.  would  have  been  a 

St   -  stivity  and  joy.      The  two 

women  gave  vent  to  vehement  exclama- 
tions of  sorrow,  while  the  vouthfiil  bride- 
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groom  ill  moving"  accents  bewailed  tlie 
terrible  scenes  that  surrounded  his  mar- 
riage. Erelong  the  little  bride,  Ruda- 
beh,  appeared  at  his  tent  door,  brought  in 
a  covered  litter  on  the  back  of  a  camel 
led  by  Arab  warriors  of  the  desert.  When 
she  entered  on  the  scene,  her  bridegroom 
clasped  her  weeping  in  his  arms,  while 
the  women  also  wept  over  them  in  heart- 
rending lamentations.  Hussein,  aroused 
from  his  stupor  of  despair,  also  joined  in 
majestic  anguish.  A  great  wave  of 
mourning  swept  over  the  audience,  and 
for  several  moments  an  awful  sound  of 
lamentation  was  heard. 

Selecting  this  crisis  of  emotion  as  a 
suitable  time  for  closing  the  performance 
of  the  day,  the  king  arose  to  depart. 

I  did  not  see  the  final  scenes  of  the  Ta- 


zieh  on  the  three  subsequent  days.  Al- 
though sometimes  permitted  to  witness  the 
Tazieh  as  I  did.  Christians  are  not  invited 
to  attend  the  last  three  days  of  the  drama 
at  the  ro3'al  Takieh.  The  events  then 
presented  are  of  too  solemn  a  nature  for 
the  profane  eyes  of  unbelievers:  especial- 
ly on  the  final  day  it  is  not  considered  ad- 
visable for  Cliristians  to  be  seen  in  the 
building,  for  on  that  day  the  murder,  or 
gcttti,  of  Hussein  is  consummated  with  a 
vividness  which  arouses  the  audience  to 
the  last  pitch  of  agitation.  There  is  an 
evident  tendency  now  to  moderate  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Tazieh  ;  but  I  have  been  told 
that  not  so  very  long  ago,  carried  away  by 
the  appalling  excitement  and  fanaticism 
of  the  last  scenes  of  the  drama,  some  of  the 
actors  have  actually  sacrificed  their  lives. 
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BY  MARY  E.  WILKINS. 


IN  Acton  there  were  two  churches,  an 
Orthodox  and  a  Baptist.  They  stood 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  road,  and  the  Bap- 
tist edifice  was  a  little  farther  down  than 
the  other.  On  Sunday"  morning  both 
bells  were  ringing.  The  Baptist  bell  was 
much  larger,  and  followed  quickly  on  the 
soft  peal  of  the  Orthodox  with  a  heavy 
brazen  clang  which  vibrated  a  good  w^hile. 
The  people  went  flocking  through  the 
street  to  the  irregular  jangle  of  the  bells. 
It  was  a  very  hot  day,  and  the  sun  beat 
down  heavily ;  parasols  were  bobbing  over 
all  the  ladies'  heads. 

More  people  ^vent  into  the  Baptist 
church,  whose  society  was  much  the  lar- 
ger of  the  two.  It  had  been  for  the  last 
ten  years — ever  since  the  Orthodox  had 
settled  a  new  minister.  His  adv^ent  had 
divided  the  church,  and  a  good  third  of 
the  congregation  had  gone  over  to  the 
Baptist  brethren,  with  whom  they  still 
remained. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  them  passed 
their  old  sanctuary  to-day  \vith  the  origi- 
nal stubborn  animosity  as  active  as  ever 
in  their  hearts,  and  led  their  families  up 
the  Baptist  steps  with  the  same  strong 
spiritual  pull  of  indignation. 

One  old  lady,  who  had  made  herself 
prominent  on  the  opposition,  trotted  by 
this  morning  with  the  identical  wiry  ve- 
hemence w^hicli  she  had  manifested  ten 
years  ago.      She  wore  a  full  black  silk 


skirt,  which  she  held  up  inanely  in  front, 
and  allowed  to  trail  in  the  dust  in  the  rear. 

Some  of  the  stanch  Orthodox  people 
glanced  at  her  amusedly.  One  flesln^, 
fair-faced  girl  in  blue  muslin  said  to  her 
companion,  with  a  laugh:  "See  that  old 
lady  trailing  her  best  black  silk  by  to  the 
Baptist.  Ain't  it  ridiculous  how  she  holds 
on  showing  out  ?  I  heard  some  one  talk- 
ing about  it  yesterday.'' 

•'Yes." 

The  girl  colored  up  confusedly.  "Oh 
dear!"  she  thought  to  herself.  The  lady 
with  her  had  an  unpleasant  history  con- 
nected with  this  old  church  quarrel.  She 
was  a  small,  bony  woman  in  a  shiny  pur- 
ple silk,  Avhich  w^as  strained  very  tightly 
across  her  sharp  shoulder-blades.  Her 
bonnet  was  quite  elaborate  with  flowers 
and  plumes,  as  was  also  her  companion's. 
In  fact,  she  was  the  village  milliner,  and 
the  girl  was  her  apprentice. 

When  the  two  went  up  the  church 
steps,  they  passed  a  man  of  about  fifty, 
who  was  sitting  thereon  well  to  one  side. 
He  had  a  singular  face — a  mild  forehead, 
a  gently  curving  mouth,  and  a  terrible 
chin,  with  a  look  of  strength  in  it  that 
might  have  abashed  mountains.  He  held 
his  straw  hat  in  his  hand,  and  the  sun 
was  shining  full  on  his  bald  head. 

The  milliner  half  stopped,  and  gave  an 
anxious  glance  at  him;  then  passed  on. 
In  the  vestibule  she  stopped  again. 
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''You  go  right  in,  Margy,''  she  said  to 
the  girl.      "I'll  be  along  in  a  minute." 

"Where  be  you  going,  Miss  Barney  V 

"You  go  right  in.  1*11  be  there  in  a 
minute." 

Margy  entered  the  audience-room  then, 
as  if  fairly  brushed  in  by  the  imperious 
wave  of  a  little  knotty  hand,  and  Esther 
Barney  stood  waiting  until  the  rush  of 
entering  people  was  over.  Then  she 
stepped  swiftly  back  to  the  side  of  the 
man  seated  on  the  steps.  She  spread  her 
large  black  parasol  deliberately,  and  ex- 
tended the  handle  toward  him. 

"No,  no,  Esther;  I  don't  want  it — I 
don't  want  it." 

"If  you're  determined  on  setting  out  in 
this  broiling  sun,  Marcus  Woodman,  you 
jest  take  this  parasol  of  mine  an'  use  it.'' 

"I    don't   want    your   parasol,  Esther. 


Don't  A'ou  sav  it  over  ao^ain.      Take 


it." 


"I  won't — not  if  I  don't  want  to." 

"You'll  get  a  sun-stroke." 

"That's  my  own  lookout." 

"Marcus  Woodman,  you  take  it." 

She  threw  all  the  force  there  was  in 
her  intense,  nervous  nature  ni  her  tone 
and  look ;  but  she  failed  in  her  attempt,  be- 
cause of  the  utter  difference  in  quality  be- 
tween her  own  will  and  that  with  which 
she  had  to  deal.  They  were  on  so  differ- 
ent planes  that  hers  slid  by  his  with  its 
own  momentum ;  there  could  be  no  con- 
tact even  of  antagonism  between  them. 
He  sat  there  rigid,  every  line  of  his  face 
stiffened  into  an  icy  obstinacy.  She  held 
out  the  parasol  toward  him  like  a  weapon. 

Finally  she  let  it  drop  at  her  side,  her 
whole  expression  changed. 

"Marcus,"  said  she,  "how's  your  mo- 
ther ?" 

He  started.  "Pretty  well,  thank  you, 
Esther." 

"She's  out  to  meeting,  then  ?*' 

"Yes.'' 

"I've  been  a-thinking — I  ain't  drove 
jest  now — that  maybe  I'd  come  over  an' 
see  her  some  day  this  week." 

He  rose  politely  then.  "Wish  you 
would,  Esther.  Mother'd  be  real  pleased, 
I  know." 

"Well,  I'll  see — Wednesday,  p'rhaps, 
if  I  ain't  too  busy.  I  must  go  in  now; 
they're  'most  through  singing." 

"Esther—" 

"I  don't  believe  I  can  stop  any  longer, 
Marcus." 


' '  About  the  parasol— thank  you  jest  the 
same  if  I  don't  take  it.  Of  course  you 
know  I  can't  set  out  here  holding  a  x)ara- 
sol;  folks  would  laugh.  But  I'm  obliged 
to  3^ou  all  the  same.  Hope  I  didn't  say 
anything  to  hurt  your  feelings  ?"' 

"Oh  no;  why,  no,  Marcus.  Of  course 
I  don't  want  to  make  you  take  it  if  you 
don't  want  it.  I  don't  know  but  it  would 
look  kinder  queer,  come  to  think  of  it. 
Oh  dear!  they  are  through  singing." 

"Say,  Esther,  I  don't  know  but  I  might 
as  well  take  that  parasol,  if  you'd  jest  as 
soon.  The  sun  is  pretty  hot,  an'  I  might 
get  a  headache.  I  forgot  my  umbrella, 
to  tell  the  truth.'' 

"I  might  have  known  better  than  to 
have  gone  at  him  the  way  I  did,"  thought 
Esther  to  herself,  when  she  was  seated 
at  last  in  the  cool  church  beside  Margy. 
"Seems  as  if  I  might  have  got  used  to 
Marcus  Woodman  by  this  time."' 

She  did  not  see  him  when  she  came  out 
of  church;  but  a  little  boy  in  the  vesti- 
bule handed  her  the  parasol,  with  the  re- 
mark, "Mr.  Woodman  said  for  me  to  give 
this  to  you.'' 

She  and  Margy  passed  down  the  street 
toward  home.  Groing  by  the  Baptist 
church,  they  noticed  a  young  man  stand- 
ing by  the  entrance.  He  stared  hard  at 
Margy. 

She  began  to  laugh  after  they  had  pass- 
ed him.  ' '  Did  you  see  that  fellow  stare  ?'^ 
said  she.  "Hope  he'll  know  me  next 
time.'' 

"That's  George  Elliot;  he's  that  old 
lady's  son  you  was  speaking  about  this 
morning." 

"  Well,  that's  enough  for  me.'' 

"He's  a  real  good,  steady  young  man.'' 

Margy  sniffed. 

"P'rhaps  vou'U  change  vour  mind  some 
day.'' 

She  did, and  speedily,too.  That  glimpse 
of  Margy  Wilson's  pretty,  new  face^for 
she  was  a  stranger  in  the  town— had  been 
too  much  for  George  Elliot.  He  obtained 
an  introduction,  and  soon  was  a  stea^dy 
visitor  at  Esther  Barney's  house.  Margy 
fell  in  love  with  him  easily.  She  had  nev- 
er had  much  attention  from  the  young 
men,  and  he  was  an  engaging  young  fel- 
low, small  and  bright-eyed,  though  with  a 
nervous  persistency  like  his  mother's  in 
his  manner. 

"I'm  going  to  have  it  an  understood 
thing,"  Margy  told  Esther,  after  her  lover 
had  become  constant  in   his   attentions, 
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"  that  Fm  ^oin^^  with  Georore,  and  I  ain't 
goini^  witli  liis  niotlier.  I  can't  bear  tliat 
old  woman." 

But  poor  Marg-y  found  tliat  it  was  not 
so  easy  to  thrust  determined  okl  age  off 
the  stage,  even  w^hen  young  Love  Avas  fly- 
ing about  so  fast  on  his  butterfly  wings 
that  he  seemed  to  multiply  himself,  and 
there  w^as  no  room  for  anything  else,  be- 
cause the  air  w^as  so  full  of  Loves.  That 
old  mother,  with  her  trailing  black  skirt 
and  her  wiry  obstinacy,  trotted  as  unwav- 
eringly through  the  sweet  stir  as  a  ghost 
through  a  door. 

One  Monday  morniuf^  Margy  could  not 
eat  any  breakfast,  and  there  were  red 
stains  around  her  blue  e\^es. 

"Why,  what's  the  matter,  Margy?'' 
asked  Esther,  eying  her  across  the  little 
kitchen  table. 

' '  Nothing's  the  matter.  I  ain't  hungry 
any  to  speak  of,  that's  all.  I  guess  I'll 
go  right  to  work  on  Mis'  Fuller's  bonnet." 

'*  I'd  try  an'  eat  something  if  I  was  you. 
Be  sure  you  cut  that  velvet  straight,  if 
you  go  to  Avork  on  it." 

When  the  tAVO  Avere  sitting  together  at 
their  Avork  in  tlie  little  room  back  of  the 
shop,  Margy  suddenly  threw  her  scissors 
down.  "There I"  said  she,  "I've  done  it; 
I  knew  I  should.  I've  cut  this  velvet  bias. 
I  knew  I  should  cut  eA^erything  bias  I 
touched  to-day.'' 

There  was  a  droll  pucker  on  her  mouth ; 
then  it  began  to  quiver.  She  hid  her 
face  in  her  hands  and  sobbed.  ' '  Oh,  dear, 
dear,  dear!" 

"Margy  Wilson,  what  is  the  matter  ?" 

"George  and  I — had  a  talk  last  night. 
We've  broke  the  engagement,  an'  it's  kill- 
ing iTie.  An'  now  I've  cut  this  A^eh^et  bias. 
Oh,  dear,  dear,  dear,  dear!" 

"For  the  land's  sake,  don't  mind  any- 
thing about  the  velvet.  What's  come  be- 
twixt you  an'  George  ?" 

"His  mother— horrid  old  thing!  He 
said  she'd  got  to  live  Avith  us,  and  I  said 
she  shouldn't.  Then  he  said  he  Avouldn't 
marry  any  girl  that  wasn't  willing  to  live 
Avith  his  mother,  and  I  said  he  Avouldn't 
ever  marry  me,  then.  If  George  Elliot 
thinks  more  of  his  mother  than  he  does  of 
me,  he  can  have  her.  I  don't  care.  I'll 
show  him  I  can  get  along  without  him." 

"  Well,  I  don't  know,  Margy.  I'm  real 
sorry  about  it.  George  Elliot's  a  good, 
likely  young  man ;  but  if  you  didn't  Avant 
to  live  Avith  his  mother,  it  Avas  better  to 
say  so  right   in   the  beginning.      And  I 


don't  know  as  I  l)lame  you  much:  she's 
pretty  set  in  her  Avays." 

* '  I  guess  she  is.  I  never  could  bear  her. 
I  guess  he'll  fijid  out — " 

Margy  dried  her  eyes  defiantly,  and 
took  up  the  velvet  again.  "I've  s])oilt 
this  velvet.  I  don't  see  why  being  disa'p- 
pointed  in  love  should  affect  a  girl  so's  to 
make  her  cut  bias." 

There  was  a  Avhimsical  element  in  ^lar- 
gy  which  seemed  to  roll  uppernu)st  along 
Avitli  her  grief. 

Esther  looked  a  little  puzzled.  "Never 
mind  the  A^elvet,  child :  it  ain't  much,  any- 
way.'' She  began  tossing  over  some  rib- 
bons to  cover  her  departure  from  her  usual 
reticence.  "I'm  real  sorry  about  it,  Mar- 
gy. Such  things  are  hard  to  bear,  but  they 
can  be  lived  through.  I  knoAv  something 
about  it  myself.  You  knew  I'd  had  some 
of  this  kind  of  trouble,  didn't  you  ?" 

"About  Mr.  Woodman,  you  mean  ?" 

"Yes,  about  Marcus  Woodman.  I'll 
tell  you  what  'tis,  Margy  Wilson,  you've 
got  one  thing  to  be  thankful  for,  and  that 
is  that  there  ain't  anything  ridickerlous 
about  this  affair  of  yourn.  That  makes  it 
the  hardest  of  anything,  according  to  my 
mind — AAiien  you  know  that  CA^erybody's 
laughing,  and  you  can  hardly  help  laugh- 
ing yourself,  though  you  feel  'most  ready 
to  die.'' 

"Ain't  that  Mr.  Woodman  crazy  ?" 

"No,  he  ain't  crazy;  he's  got  too  much 
Avill  for  his  common-sense,  that's  all,  and 
he  Avill  teeter  the  sense  a  little  too  far  into 
the  air.  I  see  all  through  it  from  the  be- 
ginning. I  could  read  Marcus  Woodman 
jest  like  a  book." 

"I  don't  see  how  in  the  Avorld  yoii 
ever  come  to  like  such  a  man." 

"Well,  I  s'pose  love's  the  strongest 
Avhen  there  ain't  any  good  reason  for  it. 
They  say  it  is.  I  can't  say  as  I  ever  real- 
ly admired  Marcus  Woodman  much.  I 
always  see  right  through  him;  but  that 
didn't  hinder  my  thinking  so  much  of 
him  that  I  never  felt  as  if  I  could  marry 
any  other  man.  And  I've  had  chances, 
though  I  shouldn't  want  you  to  say  so." 

"You  turned  him  off  because  he  Avent 
to  sitting  on  the  church  steps  ?" 

"Course  I  did.  Do  you  s'pose  I  AA^as 
going  to  marry  a  man  Avho  made  a  laugh- 
ing-stock of  himself  that  Avay  ?" 

"  I  don't  see  how  he  ever  come  to  do  it. 
It's  the  funniest  thing  I  ever  heard  of." 

"I  know  it.  It  seems  so  silly  nobody 
'd  believe  it.    Well,  all  there  is  about  it, 
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Marcus  Woodman's  got  so  much  niulish- 
ness  in  him  it  makes  him  almost  miracu- 
lous. You  see,  lie  got  up  an'  sjioke  in 
that  church  meeting  when  they  had  such 
a  row  about  Mr.  Morton's  being  settled 
here— Marcus  was  awful  set  again'  Iiim. 
I  never  could  see  any  reason  wliy,  and  I 
don't  think  he  could.  He  said  Mr.  Morton 
wa'n't  doctrinal;  that  was  what  they  all 
said  ;  but  I  don't  believe  half  of  'em  knew 
what  doctrinal  was.  I  never  could  see 
why  Mr.  Morton  wa'n't  as  good  as  most 
ministers— enough  sight  better  than  them 
that  treated  him  so,  anyway.  I  always  felt 
that  they  was  really  setting  him  in  a  pul- 
pit high  over  their  heads  by  using  him  the 
way  they  did,  though  they  didn't  know  it. 

"Well,  Marcus  spoke  in  that  church 
meeting,  an'  he  kept  getting  more  and 
more  set  every  word  he  said.  He  al- 
ways had  a  way  of  saying  things  over 
and  over,  as  if  he  was  making  steps  out  of 
'em,  an'  raising  of  himself  up  on  'em,  till 
there  was  no  moving  him  at  all.  And  he 
did  that  night.  Finally,  when  he  was  up 
real  high,  he  said,  as  for  him,  if  Mr.  Mor- 
ton was  settled  over  that  church,  he'd  nev- 
er go  inside  the  door  himself  as  long  as  he 
lived.  Somebody  spoke  out  then — I  never 
quite  knew  who  'twas,  though  I  suspected 
-  -an'  says,  '  You'll  have  to  set  on  the  steps, 
then,  Brother  Woodman.' 

"Everybody  laughed  at  that  but  Mar- 
cus. He  didn't  see  nothing  to  laugh  at. 
He  spoke  out  awful  set,  kinder  gritting 
his  teeth,  '  I  will  set  on  the  steps  fifty 
years  before  I'll  go  into  this  house  if  that 
man's  settled  here.' 

"I  couldn't  believe  he'd  really  do  it. 
We  were  going  to  be  married  that  spring, 
an'  it  did  seem  as  if  he  might  listen  to  me ; 
but  he  wouldn't.  The  Sunday  Mr.  Mor- 
ton begun  to  preach,  he  begun  to  set  on 
them  steps,  an'  he's  set  there  ever  since, 
in. all  kinds  of  weather.  It's  a  wonder  it 
'ain't  killed  him;  but  I  guess  it's  made  him 
tough." 

"Why,  didn't  he  feel  bad  when  you 
wouldn't  marry  him  ?" 

' '  Feel  bad  ?  Of  course  he  did.  He  took 
on  terribly.  But  it  didn't  make  any  differ- 
ence ;  he  wouldn't  give  in  a  hair's-breadth. 
I  declare  it  did  seem  as  if  I  should  die. 
His  mother  felt  awfully  too — she's  a  real 
good  woman.  I  don't  know  what  Mar- 
cus would  have  done  without  her.  He 
wants  a  sight  of  tending  and  waiting  on; 
he's  dreadful  babyish  in  some  ways, 
though  you  wouldn't  think  it. 


"Well,  it's  all  over  now,  as  far  as  I'm 
concerned.  I've  got  over  it  a  good  deal, 
though  sometimes  't  makes  me  jest  as  mad 
as  ever  to  see  him  setting  there.  But  I 
try  to  be  reconciled, and  I  get  along  jest  as 
well,  mebbe,  as  if  I'd  had  him — I  don't 
know.  I  fretted  more  at  first  than  there 
was  any  sense  in,  and  I  hope  you  won't.'' 

"I  ain't  going  to  fret  at  all,  Miss  Bar- 
ney. I  may  cut  bias  for  a  while,  but  I 
sha'n't  do  anything  worse." 

"How  you  do  talk,  child!" 

A  good  deal  of  it  was  talk  with  Margy ; 
she  had  not  as  much  courage  as  her  words 
proclaimed.  She  w^as  capable  of  a  strong 
temporary  resolution,  but  of  no  enduring 
one.  She  gradually  weakened  as  the  days 
without  her  lover  went  on,  and  one  Satur- 
day night  she  succumbed  entirely.  There 
was  quite  a  rash  of  business,  but  through  it 
all  she  caught  some  conversation  between 
some  customers — two  pretty  young  girls. 

"Who  was  that  with  you  last  night  at 
the  concert  ?" 

"That — oh,  that  was  George  Elliot. 
Didn't  you  know  him  ?" 

"He's  got  another  girl,"  thought  Mar- 
gy, with  a  great  throb. 

The  next  Sunday  night,  coming  out  of 
meeting  with  Miss  Barney,  she  left  her 
suddenly.  George  Elliot  w^as  one  of  a 
waiting  line  of  young  men  in  the  vesti- 
bule. She  w^ent  straight  up  to  him.  He 
looked  at  her  in  bewilderment,  his  dark 
face  turning  red. 

"  Good  -  evening,  Miss  Wilson,"  he 
stammered  out,  finally. 

"Good-evening,'^  she  whispered,  and 
stood  looking  up  at  him  piteously.  She 
was  white  and  trembling. 

At  last  he  stepped  forward  and  offered 
her  his  arm  suddenly.  In  spite  of  his  re- 
sentment, he  could  not  put  her  to  open 
shame  before  all  his  mates,  who  were  star- 
ing curiously. 

When  they  were  out  in  the  dark,  cool 
street,  he  bent  over  her,  "Why,  Margy, 
what  does  all  this  mean  ?" 

"  Oh,  George,  let  her  live  with  us, please. 
I  want  her  to.  I  know  I  can  get  along 
with  her  if  I  try.  I'll  do  everything  I 
can.     Please  let  her  live  with  us." 

"  Who's /^er?" 

"Your  mother." 

"And  I  suppose  us  is  you  and  I?  I 
thought  that  was  all  over,  Margy;  ain't 
it?" 

"  Oh,  George,  I  am  sorry  I  treated  you 
so." 
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"And  you  are  willing  to  let  mother 
live  with  us  now  f 

•  •  I'll  do  anything.     Oh.  George  I" 

"Don't  cry,  Margy.  There — nobody's 
looking  —  give  us  a  kiss.  It's  been  a 
long  time;  'ain't  it.  dear?  So  you've 
made  up  your  mind  that  you're  willing  to 
let  mother  live  with  us  ?" 

"Yes." 

"Well,  I  don't  believe  she  ever  will. 
Margy.  She's  alx)ut  made  up  her  mind 
to  go  and  live  with  my  brother  Edwanl, 
whether  or  no.  So  you  won't  be  troubled 
with  her.  I  dare  say  she  might  have 
been  a  little  of  a  trial  as  she  grew  older.  " 

*■  You  didn't  tell  me." 

"I  thought  it  was  your  place  to  give  in, 
dear." 

"Yes,  it  was.  it  was,  George." 

"I'm  mighty  glad  you  did.  I  tell  you 
what  it  is.  dear,  I  don't  know  how  you've 
felt,  but  I've  been  pi-etty  miserable  lately.'' 

•'Poor  Geoi*ge! " 

They  passeii  Esther  Barney's  house, 
and  strolled  along  half  a  mile  further. 
^Vhen  they  returned,  and  Margy  stole 
softly  into  the  house  and  upstairs,  it  was 
quite  late,  and  Esther  had  gone  to  bed. 
Margy  saw  the  light  was  not  out  in  her 
room,  so  she  peej^ed  in.  She  could  not 
wait  till  morning  to  tell  her. 

"Where  have  you  been  ?"  said  Esther, 
looking  up  at  her  out  of  her  pillows. 

•*0h.  I  went  to  walk  a  little  \v:\v  with 
George." 

"Then  Tou've  made  up  i" 

"Yes.'  * 

"Is  his  mother  goingto  live  witii  you  .'" 

"No;  I  guess  not.  She's  going  to  live 
with  Edwanl.  But  I  told  him  I  was  will- 
ing she  should.  I've  about  made  up  my 
mind  it's  a  woman's  place  to  give  in  most- 
ly.    Is'pose  you  think  I'm  an  awful  fool." 

'*  No,  I  don't ;  no.  I  don't,  Margy.  I'm 
real  glad  it's  all  right  betwixt  you  an' 
George.  I've  seen  you  weren't  very  hap- 
py lately." 

They  talked  a  little  longer;  then  Margy 
said  "Good-night,"  going  over  to  E^her 
and  kissing  her.  Being  so  rich  in  love 
made  her  generous  with  it.  She  looked 
down  into  the  older  woman's  thin.  re<l- 
cheeked  face  sweetly.  "  I  wish  you  were 
as  happy  as  I."  said  she.  "  I  wish  you  and 
Mr. Woodman  could  make  up  too." 

"That's  an  entirely  different  matter.  I 
couldn't  give  in  in  such  a  thing  as  that." 

Margy  looked  at  her ;  she  was  not  subtle, 
but  she  had  just  come  out  triirvTviiTit 


through  innocent  love  and  submission, 
and  used  the  wisdom  which  she  had  gain- 
eil  thereby. 

"Don't  you  believe,"  said  she.  "  if  you 
was  to  give  in  the  way  I  did,  that  he 
would  r" 

Esther  starteil  up  with  an  astonished 
air.  That  liad  never  occuri-eil  to  her  be- 
fore. "  Oh.  I  don't  believe  he  would.  You 
don't  know  him;  he's  awful  set.  Besides, 
I  don't  know  but  I'm  better  off  the  way 
it  is." 

In  spite  of  herself,  however,  she  could 
not  help  thinking  of  Margy 's  suggestion. 
Would  he  give  in  ?  She  was  hardly  dis- 
IK)sed  to  run  the  risk.  With  her  peculiar 
cast  of  mind,  her  feeling  for  the  ludici-ous 
so  keen  that  it  almost  amounted  to  a  spe- 
cial sense,  and  her  sensitiveness  to  ridi- 
cule, it  would  have  been  easier  for  her  to 
have  married  a  man  under  the  shadow  of 
a  crime  than  one  who  was  the  deserving 
target  of  gibes  and  jests.  Besides,  she  told 
herself,  it  was  possible  that  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  that  he  no  longer  care<l  for  her. 
How  could  she  make  the  fii-st  overtures  ? 
She  had  not  Margy's  impulsiveness  and 
innocence  of  youth  to  excuse  her. 

Also,  she  was  partly  influenced  by  the 
reason  which  she  had  given  Margy:  she 
was  not  so  veiy  sui*e  that  it  would  be  best 
for  her  to  take  any  such  step.  She  was 
more  fixed  iu  the  peace  and  pride  of  her 
old  maidenhood  than  she  had  been  iu  her 
young,  and  more  shy  of  disturbing  it.  Her 
comfortable  meals,  her  tidy  housekeeping, 
and  her  prosj>erous  work  had  become  such 
souiTes  of  satisfaction  to  her  that  she  was 
almost  wedded  to  them,  and  jealous  of  any 
interfei*ence. 

So  it  is  doubtful  if  there  would  have 
been  any  change  in  the  state  of  affairs  if 
Marcus  Woodman's  mother  had  not  died 
toward  spring.  Esther  was  greatly  dis- 
ti-essed  about  it. 

"I  don't  see  what  Marcus  is  going  to 
do."  she  told  Margy.  "He  ain't  any  fit- 
ter to  take  care  of  himself  than  a  baby, 
and  he  won't  have  any  housekeeper,  they 
say.  " 

One  evening,  after  Marcus's  mother  had 
been  dead  about  three  weeks,  Esther  went 
over  there.  Margy  had  gone  out  to  walk 
with  George,  so  nobody  knew.  When  she 
reached  the  house— a  white  cottage  on  a 
hill — she  saw  a  light  in  the  kitchen  win- 
dow. 

"He's  there,"  said  she.  She  knocked 
on  the  door  softly.     Marcus  shuflaed  over 
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to  it — he  was  in  his  stocking  feet — and 
opened  it. 

"  Good -evening,  Marcus,"  said  she, 
speaking  first. 

"Good-evening." 

"I  hadn't  anytliing  sx)ecial  to  do  tliis 
evening,  so  I  thought  I'd  look  in  a  min- 
ute and  see  how  you  was  getting  along." 

"I  ain't  getting  along  very  well;  but 
I'm  glad  to  see  you.      Come  right  in." 

When  she  was  seated  opposite  him  by 
the  kitchen  fire,  she  surveyed  him  and  his 
surroundings  pityingly.  Everything  had 
an  abject  air  of  forlornness ;  there  was  nei- 
ther tidiness  nor  comfort.  After  a  few 
words  she  rose  energetically.  "  See  here, 
Marcus,"  said  she,  "you  jest  fill  np  that 
tea-kettle,  and  I'm  going  to  slick  up  here 
a  little  for  you  while  I  stay." 

'"Now,  Esther,  I  don't  feel  as  if—" 

"Don't  you  say  nothing.  Here's  the 
tea-kettle.  I  might  jest  as  well  be  doing 
that  as  setting  still." 

He  watched  her,  as  she  flew  about  put- 
ting things  to  rights,  in  a  way  that  made 
her  nervous ;  but  she  said  to  herself  that 
this  was  easier  than  sitting  still  and  grad- 
ually leading  up  to  the  object  for  which 
she  had  come.  She  kept  wondering  if 
she  ever  could  accomplish  it.  When  the 
room  was  in  order,  finally,  she  sat  down 
again,  with  a  strained-up  look  in  her  face. 

"Marcus,"  said  she,  "I  might  as  well 
begin.  There  was  something  I  wanted  to 
say  to  you  to-night." 

He  looked  at  her,  and  she  went  on: 

"I've  been  thinking  some  lately  about 
how  matters  used  to  be  betwixt  you  an' 
me,  and  it's  jest  x^ossible — I  don't  know — 
but  I  might  have  been  a  little  more  pa- 
tient than  I  was.  I  don't  know  as  I'd 
feel  the  same  way  now  if — '' 

"  Oh,  Esther,  what  do  you  mean  ?*' 

' '  I  ain't  going  to  tell  you,  Marcus  Wood- 
man, if  you  can't  find  out.  I've  said  full 
enough;  more'n  lever  thought  I  should." 

He  was  an  awkward  man,  but  he  rose 
and  threw  himself  on  his  knees  at  her 
feet  with  all  the  grace  of  complete  uncon- 
sciousness of  action.  "Oh,  Esther,  you 
don't  mean,  do  you  ? — you  don't  mean  that 
you'd  be  willing  to — marry  me  ?" 

' '  No ;  not  if  you  don't  get  up.  You  look 
ridickerlous." 

"Esther,  do  you  mean  it  ?" 

"Yes.     Now  get  up." 

"You  ain't  thinking — I  can't  give  up 
what  we  had  the  trouble  about,  any  more 
now  than  I  could  then." 


"  'Ain't  I  said  once  that  wouldn't  make 
any  difference  ?"' 

At  that  he  put  his  head  down  on  her 
knees  and  sobbed. 

"Do,  for  mercy  sake,  stop  I  Somebody 
'Jl  be  coming  in.  'Tain't  as  if  we  was  a 
young  couple." 

"I  ain't  going  to  till  I've  told  you  about 
it,  Esther.  You  'ain't  never  really  under- 
stood. In  the  first  of  it,  we  was  both 
mad ;  but  we  ain't  now,  and  we  can  talk 
it  over.  Oh,  Esther,  I've  had  such  an  aw- 
ful life!  I've  looked  at  you,  and —  Oh, 
dear,  dear,  dear  I" 

"Marcus,  vou  scare  me  to  death  crying 
so." 

"I  w^on't.  Esther,  look  here — it's  the 
gospel  truth:  I  'ain't  a  thing  again'  Mr. 
Morton  now." 

"  Then  why  on  earth  don't  you  go  into 
the  meeting-house  and  behave  yourself  ?" 

"Don't  you  suppose  I  would  if  I  could? 
I  can't,  Esther — I  can't." 

"I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by 
'can't.'" 

"Do  you  s'pose  I've  took  any  comfort 
sitting  there  on  them  steps  in  the  winter 
snows  an'  the  summer  suns  ?  Do  you 
s'pose  I've  took  any  comfort  not  marry- 
ing you  ?  Don't  you  s'pose  I'd  given  all 
I  was  worth  any  time  the  last  ten  year  to 
have  got  up  an'  walked  into  the  church 
with  the  rest  of  the  folks  ?" 

"Well,  I'll  own,  Marcus,  I  don't  see 
why  you  couldn't  if  you  wanted  to." 

'  •  I  ain't  sure  as  I  see  myself,  Esther. 
All  I  know  is  I  can't  make  myself  give  it 
up.  I  can't.  I  ain't  made  strong  enough 
to." 

"As  near  as  I  can  make  out,  you've 
taken  to  sitting  on  the  church  steps  the 
way  other  men  take  to  smoking  and 
drinking.'' 

'  ■  I  don't  know  but  you're  right,  Esther, 
though  I  hadn't  tliought  of  it  in  that  way 
before." 

"Well,  you  must  try  to  overcome  it." 

"I  never  can,  Esther.  It  ain't  right 
for  me  to  let  you  think  I  can.'' 

"  Well,  we  won't  talk  about  it  any  more 
to-night.      It's  time  I  was  going  home." 

"  Esther — did  you  mean  it  ?" 

"  Mean  what?" 

"That  you'd  marry  me  anyway  ?" 

"Yes,  I  did.  Now  do  get  up.  I  do 
hate  to  see  you  looking  so  silly.'' 

Esther  had  a  new  pearl  -  colored  silk 
gown,  and  a  little  mantle  like  it,  and  a 
bonnet  trimmed  with  roses  and  plumes, 
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and  she  and  Marcus  were  married  in 
June. 

The  Sunday  on  which  she  came  out  a 
bride  they  were  late  at  church:  but  late 
as  it  was.  curious  people  were  ling-erin;^ 
by  the  steps  to  watch  them.  What  would 
they  do  ?  Would  Mai*cus  Woodman  en- 
ter that  church  door  which  his  awful  will 
had  guarded  for  him  so  long  ? 

They  walked  slowly  up  the  steps  be- 
tween the  watching  people.  When  they 
came  to  the  place  whei*e  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  sit,  Marcus  stopi>ed  short  and 
looked  down  at  his  wife  with  an  agonized 
face. 

'■  Oh.  Esther.  I've — got — to  stop.** 

'*  Well,  we'll  both  sit  down  here,  then." 

''Your 

'•Yes:  I*m  willing." 

''No:  you  go  in." 

''No.  Marcus:  I  sit  with  you  on  our 
wedding  Sunday." 

Her  sharp,  middle-aged  face  as  she  look- 


ed up  at  him  was  fairly  heroic.  Tliis  was 
all  that  she  could  do:  her  last  weapon 
was  used.  If  this  failetl,  she  would  ac- 
cept the  chances  with  which  she  had  mar- 
ried, and  before  the  eyes  of  all  these  tit- 
tering people  she  would  sit  down  at  his 
side  on  these  church  steps.  She  was  de- 
termined, and  she  would  not  weaken. 

He  stood  for  a  n:oment  staring  into  her 
face.  He  trembled  so  that  the  by-standei*s 
noticed  it.  He  actually  leaned  over  to- 
ward his  old  seat  as  if  wire  ro]>es  wei'e 
pulling  him  down  wixyn  it.  Then  he 
stood  up  sti^aight.  like  a  man.  and  walked 
thix)ugh  the  church  door  with  his  wife. 

The  people  followed.  Not  one  of  them 
even  smiled.  They  had  felt  the  pathos  iu 
the  comedy. 

The  sitters  in  the  pews  watched  Marcus 
wonderingly  as  he  went  up  the  aisle  with 
Esther.  He  looke<:l  strange  to  them :  he 
had  almost  the  grand  mien  of  a  con- 
queror. 


(Piiitar'ij  €m\  ^jjiiir. 


A  TR.  GILBERT  and  Sir  Arthur  Sullivan 
jjA.  would  be  probably  amused  if  a  proposi- 
tion should  be  made  to  erect  statues  to  them 
as  public  benefactors.  But  the  remark  of 
Fletcher  of  Saltoun's  '•  very  wise  man.*'  that  if 
a  man  were  permitted  to  make  all  the  ballads, 
he  need  not  care  who  should  make  the  laws 
of  a  nation,  suggests  that  the  song- writer  is  as 
worthy  of  commemoration  as  the  legislator. 
If  the  wise  man's  wisdom  be  accepted,  the 
man  who  promotes  the  '*gayety  of  nations*'  is 
also  a  social  force  of  importance,  for  govern- 
ment rests  upon  public  opinion,  and  he  who 
sways  that  opinion  moulds  the  government. 

The  theatre  in  Athens  was  the  Athenian 
newspaper,  and  Aristophanes  was  in  a  very 
positive  and  powerful  sense  a  public  man  no 
less  than  Pericles.  In  New  York  and  other 
modem  cities  the  stage  has  not  lost  its  vogue, 
and  if  the  form  of  its  influence  has  changed, 
the  effect  is  deep  and  wide.  If  the  man  who 
makes  the  ballads  of  a  nation  appeals  to  base 
and  mean  passions,  his  guilt  is  like  that  of  a 
legislator  who  makes  unjust  laws,  if,  indeed, 
it  be  not  a  greater  guilt,  as  the  malign  influ- 
ence of  literature  is  more  subtle  and  insidious 
than  that  of  law.  The  theatre  does  not  lose 
its  hold,  because  people  will  be  amused ;  and 
the  power  of  tlie  theatre  is  great,  because 
amusements  may  be  either  "innocent  merri- 
ment" or  debauching  and  demoralizing  ex- 
citement. 

Therefore,  when  two  men  have  the  power 


of  attracting  thousands  and  thousands  of  peo- 
ple daily  for  months  to  be  entertained,  and 
take  care  that  the  entertainment  shall  be  sucli 
as  to  tempt  parents  and  guardians.  Mrs.  Gen- 
eral and  31iss  Pinkerton.  to  bring  their  young 
persons  to  enjoy  it.  they  are  men  who  have 
not  abused  a  great  public  power  which  is  often 
shamefully  abused,  and  they  are  truly  j^ub- 
lic  benefactors.  It  would  be  a  doubtful  j^rop- 
osition.  perhajDS.  that  people  should  be  com- 
memorated in  portraits  and  statues  and  mon- 
uments for  not  doing  wrong.  Yet  the  men 
who  are  honored  are  those  who,  having  cer- 
tain gifts  and  opportunities,  used  tijem  for  a 
good  and  not  for  an  evil  purpose,  and  it  is  to 
this  class  that  the  authors  of  Pinafore  and  Pa- 
tience and  The  Mikad/j  belong.  How  easily  they 
might  have  given  the  fun  an  ugly  twist,  and 
have  filled  the  public  mind  with  unclean  im- 
ages !  A  novel-writer  who  proposes  to  enter- 
tain the  public  may  write  as  Scott  and  George 
Eliot  and  Thackeray  wrote,  or  he  may  write 
as  certain  Frenchmen  have  written. 

The  charm  of  tlie  Sullivan-Gilbert  opera  is 
pure  rollicking  fun.  It  is  capital  nonsense, 
like  the  Bab  l^allads:  the  fan  of  liigh  spirits, 
like  Irving's  Stout  Gentleman  and  Pickwick. 
It  promotes  the  laugh  for  wliich  everybody  is 
better,  the  gayety  which  leaves  no  kind  of 
sting,  the  merriment  which  softens  and  re- 
lieves the  strain  of  daily  life.  Its  satire,  when 
it  is  satirical,  is  harmless  and  airy,  and  there 
is  not  a  trace  of  bitterness  or  sourness  or  mal- 
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ice.  It  does  not,  like  Bon  Quixote,  laugli  in- 
stitutions avvuy,  but  it  lauglis  away  care  and 
trouble  for  a  season.  When  Plchwich  was 
publishing  iu  parts  it  was  said  that  grooms 
as  tiiey  read  laughed  in  the  stable  and  judges 
upon  the  bench.  All  England  was  good-na- 
turedly hiughing.  When  Pinafore  was  first 
played  in  this  country,  a  solemn  professor 
wrote  to  a  friend  that  if  some  nonsense  called 
Pinafore  was  ever  played  in  his  city,  he  must 
not  fail  to  see  it.  "I  have  been  four  times," 
said  this  professor,  "  and  I  am  going  ever  so 
many  times  more." 

The  Mihado  has  been  scarcely  less  popular 
iXvciW  Fina fore.  Of  course  the  novelty  which 
in  a  good  new  thing  is  a  singular  charm,  like 
the  manner  of  a  new  poet,  can  not  be  repro- 
duced. That  is  tlie  title  wdiich  belongs  to 
the  first-born,  and  while  the  others  may  liavc 
the  family  likeness,  they  can  not  be  the  first. 
The  touch  and  style  and  characteristic  quali- 
ties wdiicli  distinguished  Pinafore  from  other 
burlesques — if  so  rough  a  word  may  be  fitted 
to  fun  so  fine — re-appear  in  all  the  others. 
Perhaps  they  all  gain  something  by  the  re- 
flected light,  the  jileasant  suggestion,  the  half- 
suspected  echo.  But,  apart  from  that,  each 
has  its  special  excellence.  From  the  moment 
the  curtain  goes  up  upon  the  glittering  spec- 
tacle of  The  Mihado  until  it  finally  drops,  the 
wdiole  scene  is  drolly  familiar. 

It  is  the  very  world  of  the  "  willow  pattern" 
china,  and  these  are  our  old  friends  of  the  din- 
ner service,  the  tureens  and  dishes  and  plates 
and  vases,  who  are  forever  crossing  impossi- 
ble bridges,  and  sitting  under  ridiculous  trees, 
and  standing  in  unprecedented  postures,  and 
looking  with  queer  slits  for  eyes  set  in  chub- 
by pink  knobs  for  faces.  It  is  the  precise  life 
that  we  should  suppose  natural  to  them.  If 
they  w^ere  released  from  the  enchantment 
which  holds  them  fixed  fast  upon  the  soup 
plates,  they  would  certainly  carry  on  in  this 
fashion.  Elia  praises  the  artificial  comedy  as 
a  picture  of  life  beyond  the  domain  of  con- 
science. This  is  life  beyond  the  realm  of 
common-sense ;  and  what  a  charming  life  it  is  ! 
What  a  simple  and  jolly  Lord  High  Execu- 
tioner!  And  how  certain  it  is  that  despite 
all  "  painful  preparations"  after  a  capital 
luncheon,  the  "  something  lingering  with  boil- 
ing oil  in  it"  will  never  harm  any  elastic  and 
vibratory  figure  of  the  pretty  phantasmagoria. 

Night  after  night,  and  twice  on  Saturdays, 
the  marvellous  Ko-ko,  the  man  of  cork,  bounds 
and  rebounds,  and  capers  and  plumps,  and  all 
the  people  of  Titipu  bend  and  bow  and  jump 
and  twist  and  flirt  their  fixns  in  time  to  gay  and 
taking  melody;  but  the  pleasure  in  Ijeholding 
is  not  "an  acquired  taste"  like  that  for  Ka- 
tisha,  nor  does  it  "  take  years  to  train  a  man" 
to  enjoy  the  merry  nonsense,  as  it  does  to  love 
the  venerable  maiden. 

So  long  as  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  give  us  such 

recreations  we  may  well  thank  them,  and  with 

a  clear   conscience,  for  what   Charles   Lamb 

called  "  the  true  scenic  delight,  the  escape  from 
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life,  the  oblivion  of  consequences,  the  holiday 
barring  out  of  the  pedant  Reflection,  those 
Saturnalia  of  two  or  three  brief  hours  well 
won  from  the  w^orld." 


While  the  whole  world  goes  and  laughs  at 
The  Mikado,  and  goes  constantly  and  with  un- 
flagging delight,  Mr.  Wallack,  the  accomplish- 
ed manager  and  admirable  actor,  says,  "  New- 
Yorkers  are  amusement-lovers,  but  not  theatre- 
goers in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,"  He  was 
speaking  of  his  production  of  llie  Rivals,  with 
the  unrivalled  Sir  Anthony  Absolute  of  Mr. 
Gilbert,  a  production  wdiich  was  as  good  as 
could  now"  be  made  upon  the  English-speaking 
stage,  and  yet  the  houses  were  never  crowded. 
The  classic  "  old  comedy"  languished  for  prop- 
er attendance,  while  just  beyond  "such  utter 
trash  as  Adonis^''  filled  the  house  every  night 
with  eager  and  applauding  audiences.  And 
wdiy,  said  the  manager,  should  the  manager 
not  resort  to  trash  if  it  will  draw  the  crowd 
which  passes  by  The  Rivals  unheeding?  Peo- 
ple cry  that  we  degrade  the  art  if  we  off'er 
"  trash,"  and  when  we  produce  a  fine  old  com- 
edy, they  leave  the  house  empty.  No,  sir;  it 
is  not  the  manager  wdio  degrades  the  theatre 
by  "  trash" ;  it  is  the  public  which  crowds  to 
hear  "  trash,"  and  shouts  over  it,  and  bespeaks 
its  place  tw^o  weeks  in  advance.  "No,  sir; 
New  York  knows  nothing  and  cares  nothing 
for  the  theatre  in  its  true  sense." 

Yet,  within  a  stone's-throw  of  Mr.  Wallack's 
theatre,  the  theatres  in  which  The  Mikado  and 
Adonis  and  other  forms  of  nonsense  are  ofiered 
are  nightly  thronged.  With  pardonable  pro- 
fessional pride,  Mr.  Wallack  holds  that  the  tra- 
dition of  the  theatre  determines  what  the  the- 
atre truly  is.  The  theatre  of  Liston  and  Palmer 
upon  the  stage,  and  Hrizlitt  and  Lamb  in  the 
pit;  the  theatre  of  Edmund  Kean  and  Mun- 
den,  of  Shakespeare  and  Sheridan,  and  of  the 
memoirs  and  anecdotes;  the  theatre  which  in 
this  country  Gulian  Verplanck  attended,  and 
the  feeling  for  which  gave  the  name  Old  Drary 
to  the  old  Park— this  is  the  theatre  which  the 
manager  has  in  mind,  and  a  capital  theatre  it 
was. 

There  was  nothing  more  enticing  to  the 
theatrical  taste  of  fifty  years  ago  than  an  an- 
nouncement of  a  series  of  old  comedies — classic 
old  comedies — Speed  the  Plough,  and  She  Stoops 
to  Conquer,  and  the  School  for  Scandal,  and  The 
Rivals  ;  if  only  there  '/Vere  some  good  names  in 
the  cast,  these  took  the  town,  and  tlie  prosjDect 
of  pleasure  was  something  like  that  of  a  few 
years  before  in  a  new"  work  by  the  author  of 
Waverley.  To  see  coupled  with  the  announce- 
ment the  names  of  Finn  and  Placide,  for  in- 
stance, gave  a  pleasure  which  the  name  of  very 
few  comedians  now  imparts. 

Then  there  were  the  nights  of  high  tragedy 
— the  legitimate — the  tragedy  to  which  no  ex- 
ception could  be  taken  by  any  person  of  truly 
classical  taste.  Shakespeare,  of  course,  and 
Massinger,  and  Venice  Preserved,  and  even  the 
Iron  Chesty  and  such  dramas  as  Fazio  and  Vir- 
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ginius  ;  and  if  Fanny  Kenible  wore  tlie  Juliet. 
or  Ellen  Tree  the  Ion,  that  was  the  theatre  in 
the  true  sense — the  theatre  of  the  fathers,  the 
theatre  of  Garrick  and  Mrs.  Siddons  and  John 
Kemble.  This  is  the  theatre  which  Manager 
Wallack  had  in  mind,  and  the  tone  of  his  re- 
marks recalls  those  of  Gihbon  in  describing 
the  theatre  of  Rome  wlien  Alaric  occupied  the 
city.  The  tragic  and  comic  3Iuse  of  the  Ro- 
mans, lie  says,  *•  iiad  been  almost  silent  since 
the  fall  of  the  republic,  and  their  place  was  un- 
worthily occupied  by  licentious  farce,  etJem- 
inate  music,  and  splendid  pageantry.'' 

But,  as  the  manager  truly  says,  it  is  the  au- 
dience, not  the  stage,  that  makes  tiie  theatre. 
The  manager  is  a  merchant,  like  all  other 
traders.  He  supi)lies  what  the  public  taste 
demands  ;  and  what  determines  that  demand, 
wlio  shall  say  ?  There  are  a  dozen  or  more 
theatres  o])en  every  evening  in  New  York. 
If  you  read  thebilfof  the  play,  it  is  evident 
that  ])ublic  opinion  in  New  York  does  not  de- 
mand the  legitimate  drama.  An  actor  of 
power,  like  Salvini,  will,  indeed,  attract  an  au- 
dience to  see  Othello  or  Corwlanus.  But  it 
is  the  actor,  not  the  drama,  which  draws  them. 
Forrest  as  the  Gladiator  equally  charmed  the 
multitude.  Can  we  say  more  than  that  the 
taste  of  an  older  day  demanded  the  traditional 
tragedy  or  comedy,  and  that  taste  made  the 
older  tiieatre  ?  But  the  taste  of  to-day  demands 
fun,  burlesque,  '-character  dramas,"  and  pret- 
ty spectacle,  and  that  taste  makes  the  theatre 
of  to-day. 

It  is,  liowever,  on  the  otlier  side,  true  of  the 
st.age  as  of  the  newspaper,  that  if  it  must  con- 
form to  the  prevailing  taste,  it  can  yet  some- 
what modify  and  direct  the  taste.  As  we  have 
just  said  of  The  Milado,\t  might  have  been  a 
doubtful  opera  houffe.  The  moral  seems  to 
be  that  the  current  can  not  be  stemmed,  but 
it  can  be  guided.  If  the  public  will  not  be 
amused  by "^ lie  old  comedy,  and  demands  more 
rollicking-  fun,  the  demand  may  be  satisfied 
with  heiiltiiful  gayety  and  ''innocent  merri- 
ment."' There  are  some  old  theatre-goers  of 
an  earlier  generation  still  lingering  among  us 
who  will  "secretly  confess  that  even  in  the 
palmy  days  of  the  legitimate  drama  their  chief 
delight  was  in  the  afterpiece.  Many  an  habitue 
of  the  old  Park  yawned  respectably  over  the 
'■  correct  thing"*  in  five  acts,  who  enjoyed  to  the 
utmost  Eamng  the  Wind.  or.  in  later  days,  Box 
and  Cox. 

It  was  always  doubtful  whether  chess  Avas 
a  recreation,  and  it  was  equally  questionable 
whether  seeing  Sir  Giles  Overreach  and  Sir 
Edward  Mortimer  could  be  properly  described 
as  an  amusement.  Sir  Lucius  and  Sir  Anthony, 
indeed,  Avcre  most  entertaining— but,  ^Mr.  Man- 
ager, the  fashion  of  fun  changeth. 


Shellcv.  in  speaking  of  one  of  his  heroines, 
describes  her  as  '"one  of  Shakespeare's  wo- 
men," and  Emerson  constantly  commends  us 
to  Plutarch's  men.  It  is  therefore  a  little 
startling   to  read  in   a  Western  journal  that 


Plutarch's  men  arc  crowded  out  of  the  minds 
of  young  Americans  by  the  images  of  Lincoln 
and  Grant.  Against  this  view  Shelley  also 
supplies  a  comfortable  thought: 

"  True  love  in  tins  differs  from  gold  and  clay, 
That  to  divide  is  not  to  take  awav." 

Those  laurels  of  Miltiadcs  not  only  secured  him 
to  heroic  remembrance,  but  they  also  embalm- 
ed Themistocles.  Lincoln  and  Grant  rather 
send  us  back  to  Plutarch  than  obscure  his  gal- 
lery. One  of  their  greatest  services  is  that  of 
revealing  to  us  the  truth  that  the  essentially 
noble  and  heroic  qualities  are  always  the  same. 
The  time  and  the  circumstance  differ,  not  the 
very  man.  Emerson  found  in  Lincoln  the 
shrewdness  of  ^Esoj>.  Have  Ave  not  seen  in 
Grant  the  magnanimity  of  Fabius? 

But  the  paper  of  which  we  speak  remarks 
that  it  is  sadly  true  that  Percival  is  a  forgot- 
ten ])oet,  and  then,  seizing  a  prouiiscuous 
assortment  of  names,  exclaims  that  Charles 
Sprague,  William  Wirt,  Washington  Irving, 
and  Jack  Downing  may  l)e  referred  to  as  for- 
gotten authors.  But  this  is  the  luxury  of 
woe.  Why  should  not  Percival  l)e  a  forgot- 
ten poet?  That  is  to  say,  what  is  there  in 
the  verse  of  Percival  that  should  command 
interest  and  attention  to-day  ?  lie  was  an 
admirably  and  remarkably  accomplished  man 
and  a  most  excellent  gentleman,  and  his  name 
is  very  familiar  in  the  reading-books  of  the 
time  when  certain  grandfathers  of  to-day  were 
goiug  to  school.  But  he  was  a  noted  poet 
not  because  he  took  rank  with  his  contempo- 
raries— with  Byron  and  Scott  and  Keats  and 
Shelley  and  Coleridge  and  Wordsworth — but 
because  there  Avere  very  few  Americans  Avho 
Avrote  A-erses,and  our  fathers  patrit)tically  stood 
by  them. 

Grenville  ^Mellen  is  a  forgotten  poet  also. 
If  the  gentle  reader  will  turn  the  jiages  of 
Kettell,'he  will  seem  to  himself  to  be  A\-alking 
among  tombs.  Upon  each  page  might  be 
suitably  inscribed,  "  Sacred  to  the  memory"^ 
of  almost  every  one  of  the  lamented  singers. 
John  Neal  is  there,  and  Rufus  DaAves,  and 
James  G.  Eastburn,,  excellent  gentlemen,  Avor- 
thy  Avriters,  all  of  them.  But  can  Ave  say. 
with  honest  reproach,  "forgotten  poets"  ?  Is 
Fame  to  be  held  responsible  for  not  retaining 
the  name  of  every  minstrel  Avho  loiters  by  and 
touches  his  harp  lightly  and  sings  a  sweet 
song  as  he  passes  on  ?  Is  it  a  hard  fate  to 
give  pleasure  to  those  Avho  listen,  because 
those  who  are  out  of  hearing  do  not  turn  and 
applaud  ? 

Many  an  author  may  have  a  tone  and  touch 
Avhich  please  the  ear  and  taste  of  his  own  day, 
and  which,  as  characteristic  of  a  time,  may  be 
curious  to  a  later  taste,  like  the  costumes  and 
bonnets  of  our  great -grandmothers.  But 
Young  America,  sauntering  at  the  club  and  at 
Newport,  would  not  willingly  wear  the  boots 
of  Beau  Nash,  nor  even  fhe  cloak  of  Beau 
Brummel.  It  is,  indeed,  doubtful  Avliether  the 
great  law  which  provides  that  nothing  shall 
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be  lost  is  not  equally  observable  in  the  realm 
of  literary  fame.  Is  anything  of  literature  lost 
that  deserves  remembrance,  or,  more  properly, 
can  it  be  lost  ?  A  fair  answer  to  the  question 
may  l)e  found  in  the  reply  to  another,  whether 
delving  in  Kettell  or  in  any  other  anthology 
reveals  treasures  dropped  by  Fame  as  precious 
as  those  she  carries. 

Our  newspaper  is  certainly  too  swift  in  say- 
ing that  Irving  may  be  classed  among  the  for- 
gotten authors.  There  are  two  ways  in  which 
an  author  survives — one,  i)y  the  constant  read- 
ing of  his  works;  the  other,  by  his  name.  Is 
Milton  a  forgotten  author?  But  how  much 
is  he  read,  compared  with  the  contemporary 
singers  ?  Is  Plato  forgotten  ?  Yet  how  many 
know  him  except  by  his  name?  Irving  thus 
far  holds  by  both.  Time  also  winnows  its 
wheat,  blowing  away  much  chaff,  but  the 
golden  grain  remains.  This  is  true  not  only 
of  the  whole  multitude  of  authors,  but  of  the 
works  of  each  autlior.  How  many  of  them 
really  survive  only  in  the  anthology  ?  Astoria 
and  Captain  Bonneville  and  Mahomet  and  oth- 
er books  of  Irving  may  gradually  disappear. 
But  the  Knickevloclcer^  and  Rip  Van  WinMe, 
and  certain  other  tales  and  essays,  have  be- 
come, so  far  as  we  can  foresee,  an  integral  part 
of  our  literature. 

As  for  Sprague — mild,  genial,  charming  gen- 
tleman, who  carried  his  simple  freshness  of 
nature  and  of  manner  to  the  end,  and  about 
whose  venerable  head  in  State  Street  always 
shone  the  faint  halo  of  early  poetic  renown — 
his  literary  talent  was  essentially  for  a  day, 
not  for  all  time.  In  every  age  there  will  be 
singers,  and  delightful  singers,  of  the  day.  On 
Christmas  Eve  tlie  Easy  Chair  heard  the  pass- 
ing music  in  the  street  that  supplies  for  us  the 
song  of  the  waits.  It  was  sweet  and  melodi- 
ous, and  pensively  recalled  the  days  and  the 
faces  and  the  voices  that  are  no  more.  But 
they  w^ere  not  the  same  waits  that  it  heard 
long  ago ;  still  less  were  they  those  that  the 
Easy  Chairs  of  half  a  century  since  heard  with, 
musing  melancholy.  But  the  substance  of  the 
song,  and  the  emotion  which  it  awakened, 
and  the  tender  pathos  of  association,  these 
were  all  the  same  l30tli  then  and  now.  Sprague 
was  a  wait  of  yesterday,  of  last  year,  of  fifjy 
years  ago.  Others  sing  in  the  street  the  song 
that  he  sang,  and  singing  they  pass  on,  and 
the  sweet  strain  grows  softer  and  fainter  and 
fainter,  and  the  echoes  answer,  '*  Dying,  dying, 
dying" — and  it  is  gone. 

Fame  does  not  forget  these  troubadours. 
It  never  knew  theni.  They  had  the  vogue  of 
their  day.  See  how  tenderly  Mr.  Stedman 
speaks  of  those  who  are  singing  for  us  now, 
whose  names  arc  familiar,  who  trill  and  twit- 
ter in  the  magazines,  and  in  tasteful  and  deli- 
cate volumes  which  seem  to  tempt  the  stream 
of  time  to  suffer  such  light  and  graceful  barks 
to  slip  along  unnoted  to  future  ages.  But 
the  kindly  critic's  tone  forecasts  the  fite  of 
the  sparkling  and  pleasing  ventures.  Moore 
tells  us  of  the  Indian  maids  upon  the  banks 


of  the  Ganges  wdio  light  a  tiny  taper,  and  on 
a  frail  little  chip  set  it  afloat  upon  the  river. 
It  twinkles  and  dwindles  and  flashes  and  ex- 
pires. Mr.  Stedman  watches  the  minor  poets 
trimming  tlieir  tapers,  and  carefully  launching 
their  chips  upon  the  brimming  river.  "  Plea- 
sant journey  I''  he  cries,  cheerily  from  the  shore, 
as  if  he  were  speaking  to  hearty  Captain  Cook 
going  up  the  side  of  his  great  ship,  and  shak- 
ing out  his  mighty  canvas  to  circumnavigate 
the  globe.  ''Pleasant  journey!"  cries  the 
cheery  critic.  But  there  is  a  wistful  some- 
thing in  his  tone  that  betrays  a  consciousness 
of  the  swift  extinction  of  that  pretty,  perfumed 
S23ark. 

But  Shakespeare's  women,  and  Plutarch's 
men,  and  ''  the  grand  old  masters,''  and  '•  the 
bards  sublime,"  are  not  tapers  upon  a  river; 
they  are  stars  in  the  firmament.  Lincoln  and 
Grant  will  not  crowd  out  Washington  and 
Franklin  and  Hamilton  and  Adams,  nor  they 
Edmund  Burke  and  Chatham,  nor  any  great 
man  any  other  great  man.  There  is  room  in 
space  for  every  planet  and  every  star  and  ev- 
ery particle  of  star  dust,  for  all  that  the  eye 
can  see  and  all  that  eludes  the  most  search- 
ing telescopic  quest.  Nor  need  any  singer 
fear  that  the  latest  ages  will  not  hear  his  song, 
if  he  sings  a  song  worth  its  hearing. 


Xothing  strikes  the  man  from  the  country 
as  more  significant  than  that  the  man  in  town 
does  not  know  his  next-door  neighbor.  It 
reveals  to  him  at  once  the  fiict  that  in  town 
there  is  no  proper  neighborhood,  and  no  dis- 
charge of  neighborly  duty.  The  next  house 
is  a  house  of  mourning  or  of  feasting,  tliere 
is  a  marriage  or  a  funeral,  but  it  is  as  much 
beyond  the  personal  sympathy  of  those  on  the 
other  side  of  a  brick  wall  as  the  glees  and 
woes  or  Esquimaux  or  Hottentots.  John  at 
Xumber  10  does  not  even  know  by  sight 
James  at  Number  12.  But  possibly  Mrs.  James 
is  aware  of  the  color  of  Mrs.  John's  livery,  and 
is  able  to  recognize  her  carriage.  The  sense 
of  the  community  of  a  common  Avelftire  is  ne- 
cessarily wanting,  and  public  S23irit  is  low. 
The  old  neighborhoods  in  villages  and  small 
towns,  wliere  every  man  personally  knew  his 
neighbor,  and  all  shared  a  common  local  tra- 
dition, was  the  nursery  of  patriotism  and  na- 
tional independence. 

The  indifference  and  ignorance  regarding 
our  neiglibors  in  the  street  of  the  city  extends 
to  our  neiglibors  of  the  continent.  The  two 
countries  of  which  both  John  and  James,  who 
do  not  know  each  other,  also  know  least,  are 
Canada  and  Mexico.  The  summer  traveller 
sometimes  goes  to  Quebec  and  sees  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  a  winter  party  may  penetrate 
to  Montreal,  as  far  as  the  ice  palace,  and  risk 
tobogganing.  But  the  clouds  of  general  ig- 
norance shut  us  out  from  our  northern  neigh- 
bor, while  Mexico  is  practically  unknown,  ex- 
cept as  a  country  shaken  up  with  incessant 
revolutions,  a  kind  of  semi-tropical  waste,  and 
the  misty  mid-region  of  Buena  Vista  and  Mon- 
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terey.  We  can  all  talk  witli  some  intelli- 
gence of  England  and  Fiance  and  Germany 
and  Italy,  bnt  Mexico  is  n)iicli  like  Montene- 
gro, and  Canada  is  vague,  like  Bulgaria  or 
Roumelia. 

To  see  Europe  is  tlie  dream  of  the  romantic 
young  American,  and  to  sail  for  the  home  of 
Shakespeare,  or  the  market-place  of  Altorf.  or 
for  Lake  Como,  or  the  seven-hilled  city,  or 
Chamouni,  or  the  Rhine,  is,  even  in  anticipa- 
tion, a  sweet  restorative  and  cordial.  But 
who  burns  with  ra])turous  longing  to  behold 
Manitoba,  or  to  gaze  at  last  upon  the  Great 
Lake  of  the  Woods?  or  who  thrills  at  the 
name  of  Orizaba,  or  even  Popocatepetl  ?  and 
why  should  we  hasten  to  the  calm  waters  of 
Tezcoco  ?  Yet  these  are  our  own  ;  these  are 
of  our  continent;  they  are  our  next-door 
neighbors.  Nevertheless  dynasties  may  come 
and  go  among  them,  empires  and  republics 
interchange  and  vanish,  or  volcanoes  burst 
into  flame,  or  earthquakes  desolate  wide  re- 
gions, and  scarcely  the  rumor  of  them  reach 
our  ears,  and  then  only  as  the  story  of  ante- 
diluvian events,  the  battles  in  air  of  Huns  and 
legendary  ghosts. 

It  is  nuich  for  human  interest  that  it  can  be 
said  of  any  place  in  Wordsworth's  line  : 

"  Here  in  old  time  the  hand  of  raan  hath  been." 

The  tropical  splendor  of  the  scene  that  Hum- 
boldt saw  from  the  castle  of  Chapultepec  may 
be,  as  travellers  say,  unrivalled,  but  the  central 
charm  to  most  travellers  would  be  the  fact 
that  at  the  castle  Humboldt  beheld  it.  To 
see  the  cottage  where  Burns  was  born,  or  that 
'•tomb  in  Arqna."  would  draw  the  pilgrim 
over  the  sea  who  would  not  go  far  to  stand 
amid  the  ruins  of  the  ])alace  of  the  3Iontezu- 
mas  or  among  the  pueblos  of  Yucatan.  It  is 
the  long  human  tradition  and  association,  the 
historic  legend  of  our  own  lineage  in  race  or 
religion  or  politics  or  literature,  that  makes 
theenchantment  of  travel.  It  is  the  scene  f\v 
miliar  in  song  and  story,  the  hand  not  of  man 
alone,  which  weaves  the  spell.  The  clearing 
in  the  wild,  indeed,  is  lovelier  than  all  the 
forest.  The  touch  of  civilization  in  the  midst 
of  barbarism  is  as  refreshing  as  the  care  and 
the  lubaby  of  the  African  women  to  Mungo 
Park.  But  the  home  of  the  hero,  of  tlie  poet, 
of  the  benefactor;  the  field  of  Sempach,  of 
Runnymede,  the  banks  of  the  Avon — these 
explain  the  deep  delight  of  travel. 

This  may  explain  the  current  of  fcravel 
across  the  sea.  But  tliere  is  little  doubt  that 
if  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  nature  are 
sought  by  the  traveller,  the  means  of  enjo\'- 
ment  that  he  had  not  suspected  are  open  to 
him.  So  constant  and  so  great  are  the  achieve- 
ments of  enterprise  that  they  are  almost  unob- 
served by  us.  Thus  a  recent  address  of  Colonel 
Nelson,  lately  ^Minister  in  ^lexico,  recalls  the 
immense  changes  in  the  condition  of  that 
country  and  the  facility  of  reaching  it.  You 
may  take  the  train  in  New  York  and  roll 
steadily  along,  and  in  much  less  time  than 


our  fathers  devoted  to  the  journey  from  ^Mas- 
sachusetts  to  Yirginia,  you  may  reach,  undis- 
turbed and  in  perfect  comfort,  another  zone 
and  civilization,  another  fauna  and  fli)ra,  a  new 
world.  '*  It  isnow  easy  for  us,"  says  this  mod- 
ern 3Iarco  Polo,  "  to  leave  our  homes  in  Indi- 
ana in  a  palace-car,  and  reach  the  city  of^Iex- 
ico  within  a  week,  and  also  to  visit  in  the  same 
manner  eight  or  ten  of  the  most  interesting 
cities  of  the  republic." 

If  it  is  magnificent  scenery  that  you  seek, 
here  at  hand,  with  no  intervening  ocean,  no 
distant  ])i]grimage  to  Alj^ine  valleys  or  Nor- 
wegian fioids,  is  the  railway  from  Vera  Cruz, 
two  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  to  the  city  of 
Mexico — a  marvellous  feat  of  scientific  skill, 
crossing  the  mountains  at  a  height  of  8500 
feet,  and  bearing  you  through  every  climate, 
amid  unimaginable  luxuriance  and  brilliancy 
of  vegetation,  changing  into  tem})erate  hues  of 
hardier  growths,  with  awful  mountain  abysses 
between,  and  snow-clad  peaks  beyond  against 
the  deep  blue  sky.  This  is  the  land  which 
has  seemed  to  us  so  long  politically,  religious- 
ly, and  socially  hopeless,  ruined  at  the  very 
outset  by  the  worst  form  of  human  degrada- 
tion, the  old  Spanish  oppression.  But  as  you 
are  lifted  over  the  mountains,  and  swept  along 
the  teeming  valleys  and  plains  with  a  secu- 
rity, comfort,  and  speed  which  are  themselves 
proofs  of  a  radical  change  in  the  land,  which 
within  the  century  has  doubled  its  poi)ulation 
while  it  has  lost  two-thirds  of  its  territory,  it 
is  pleasant  to  hear  from  Mr.  Nelson,  who  is 
our  authority,  that  Mexico  will  now  remain  a 
rei)ublic,  that  the  injurious  clerical  influence 
is  gone  forever,  that  the  political  capacity  of 
the  people  has  l)cen  educated  to  the  point  of 
successful  control  of  the  situation,  and  that 
there  is  no  disturbing  question  threatening 
the  country. 

Mexico  was  never  before  shown  in  a  light 
so  rosy.  The  country  ofmixed  races,  of  igno- 
rance and  superstition,  of  revolutions  and  of 
earthquakes,  aj^pears  in  this  reviving  view  to 
])romise  to  be  indeed  a  sister  republic,  and  of 
this  happy  hope  the  railway  seems  to  be  the 
spring.  These  parallel  lines  of  iron  and  of 
steel  have  worked  many  miracles,  of  which  the 
United  States  are  the  witness.  But  the  won- 
der of  wonders,  the  greatest  triumi)h  of  the 
railroad,  will  be  the  regeneration  of  Mexico. 


This  is  the  season  for  the  annual  charity 
sermon  of  the  Easy  Chair,  which,  like  other 
sermons,  elucidates  a  familiar  truth  and  urges 
an  ancient  dut.y.  The  charity  which  it  advo- 
cates is  not,  this  time,  that  form  which  leads 
the  literary  critic  to  seek— as  in  the  neighbor- 
ing Study — the  author's  own  purpose  and  to 
judge  his  work  with  sympathy,  nor  is  it  that 
charity  which  is  tlie  most  uncommon,  if  not 
the  greatest  of  all,  which  persuades  us  to  be 
just  and  fl\ir  and  reasonable  toward  a  politic- 
al opponent.  Political  charity,  indeed,  in  the 
mind  of  a  vehement  partisan,  is  little  less  than 
treason  or  blasphemy.     Camillus  is  the  most 
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generous  and  honorable  of  men  in  all  private 
and  personal  relations,  but  in  politics  he  holds 
that  a  man  who  does  not  suspect  and  witli- 
stand  an  opponent  at  every  point,  and  insist 
upon  the  absolute  rightfulness  in  every  detail 
of  his  own  side,  shows  a  moral  defect  in  his 
character  which  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
Camillus  thinks  tliat,  as  he  wears  the  buff, 
charity  toward  the  blue  would  be  as  misplaced 
upon  his  part  as  courtesy  to  a  hyena.  Caniil- 
lus's  family  name  is  Legion. 

No,  it  is  not  either  of  these  forms  of  charity 
to  which  the  sermon  is  to  be  devoted.  Its 
text  is  the  old  duty  of  alms-giving,  the  duty 
which  springs  from  the  sincere  answer  to 
Cain's  question,  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper  V 
Most  certainly  you  are.  But  the  dutj^  of 
alms-giving  is  to  be  discharged  rightly  only 
by  careful  consideration.  The  duty  of  seclud- 
ing criminals  from  society  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  human  history,  and  jails  are  institutions  as 
old  as  civilization.  Even  the  gibbet,  in  the 
familiar  story,  was  hailed  as  the  sign  of  a 
Christian  countr}^  But  although  there  have 
been  always  plenty  of  jails,  it  was  not  until 
John  Howard  and  a  noble  company  of  Eng- 
lish men  and  women  within  the  last  century 
protested  and  appealed  to  the  conscience  of 
the  country  that  jails  began  to  be  really  human 
institutions,  and  i^enal  systems  to  be  regulated 
by  reason. 

So  alms-giving — helping  the  needy  and  suc- 
coring the  suffering — is  coeval  with  society, 
and  the  pictures  in  literature  and  painting  of 
the  monks  in  convents  giving  out  food  to  the 
poor,  and  the  ancient  charitable  founchatious 
and  customs  in  England,  the  open  house  at 
Christmas,  and  tiie  Christmas  distribution  of 
coals  and  doles,  are  all  romantic  and  pleasing 
to  the  uninstructed  imagination.  But  tlie 
brightly  bedizened  beadle  in  the  pictures  of 
the  old  Illustrated  News,  wiio  with  a  stolid  face, 
a  red  nose,  and  an  official  staff'  marshals  the 
alms  of  coals  to  the  forlorn  old  men  and  wo- 
men— her  Majesty's  poor  beads-men — was  not, 
after  all,  an  angel  of  grace  and  mercy  and  con- 
solation.    It  is  unquestionable  that  the  indis- 


criminate giving  was  a  grievous  wrong,  and  it 
is  equally  undeniable  that  the  larger  part  of 
the  money  given  for  charitable  relief  in  New 
York  and  in  other  great  cities  merely  extends 
and  pei'petuates  poverty  and  crime. 

Elia  with  fond  and  delightful  perversity 
asks  why  we  sliould  not  give  a  sixpence  to  a 
beggar  who  feigns  so  well  that  we  can  not  be 
sure  that  he  is  feigning,  since  we  gladly  give 
a  crown  to  the  play-actor  who  announces  that 
he  feigns.  One  reason  is  that  we  give  him 
the  means  of  getting  drunk  and  maltreating 
his  wretched  family.  Another  reason  is  that 
by  increasing  the  amount  of  crime  and  pov- 
erty we  raise  the  taxes,  and  thereby  the  l^ur- 
dens  of  the  hard-working,  honest  man,  to  pro- 
vide public  punislunent  and  relief  Anotiier 
reason  is  that  we  place  a  premium  upon  lying 
and  laziness  and  the  destruction  of  self-re- 
spect. The  man  or  woman  who  hastens  along 
the  street  and,  seeing  a  j^itiful  beggar,  yields 
to  the  humane  and  natural  impulse  to  relieve 
suffering  and  gives  an  alms,  forgets  that  shrewd 
knavery  knows  perfectly  well  that  humane 
and  natural  impulse,  and  trades  upon  it  for  its 
own  self-indulgence. 

— But,  dear  Easy  Chair,  you  said  all  this  last 
month.  Well,  dear  and  gentle  reader,  have  you 
remembered  to  profit  by  the  lesson,  or  only 
remembered  the  exhortation?  If  the  latter, 
surely  you  will  not  deny  the  necessity  of  the 
reiteration.  If  the  former,  you  will  be  glad  that 
others  should  have  the  truth  urged  upon  them. 

Perhaps  you  do  not  like  the  Easy  Chair  in 
preaching  robes ;  or  do  you  apply  to  it  the  re- 
tort of  Charles  Lamb  to  Coleridge  :  "  Ever  hear 
you  preach  ?  TVhy,  I  never  heard  you  do  any- 
thing else."  Or  you  think  the  Chair  not  iitted 
for  a  friar  ?     Nevertheless, 

"  not  in  vain 

He  wore  his  sandal  shoon  and  scallop  shell," 

if  you  refuse  to  give  the  passing  alms  in  the 
street,  and  take  care  to  ascertain,  as  you  can 
by  many  agencies,  that  it  is  not  a  lazy  toper 
whom  you  are  "treating,"'  but  an  actual  need 
vv-hich  you  are  relieving. 


(Biiitnr'5  Itiiiii}. 


I. 


IF  there  should  happen  to  be  among  the 
million  readers  {a  i^eu  ]?res)  of  this  Maga- 
zine two  or  three  young  men  who  are  pre- 
sently 

"Waiting  to  strive  a  happy  strife, 
To  war  with  falsehood  to  the  knife, 

And  not  to  lose  the  good  of  life," 

we  think  we  can  tell  them  of  a  new  book 
which  will  interest  and  help  them.  It  is  the 
Life  and  Correspondence  of  Louis  Agassiz,  of 
which  Mrs.  Agassiz  modestly  calls  herself  ed- 


itor rather  than  author.  They  will  find  it  a 
romance,  full  of  the  high  joy  of  achievement: 
of  youth,  brilliant,  vivid,  glad  with  utter  self- 
forgetfuluess,  kept  beyond  gray  hair  and  flid- 
iug  eyes,  to  the  very  moment  of  death ;  in 
other  words,  the  story  of  a  man  born  poor  in 
money,  but  incalculably  ricii  in  the  impulse 
to  know  and  to  use  knowledge  to  the  highest 
end,  and  so  happily  framed  that  he  could 
always  prefer  his  object  to  himself,  could  at- 
tain his  results  without  ai^jDarently  leaving 
upon  them  any  stain  of  egotism.  This  sinf- 
plicity,  this  purity  of  motive,  won  not  only 
brains  and  jjockets  to  his  service  wherever 
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he  went,  Init  all  hearts.  People  saw  that  the 
sole  aim  he  )ia<l  in  view  was  the  tiutli,  and 
that  he  was  not  pursuin<^  it  for  liis  own  sake, 
but  for  any  other  sake  sooner.  The  secret  of 
his  success,  which  is  the  only  sure  and  sover- 
eign formula  for  the  Ihiest  success,  has  been 
oi)en  from  the  beginning  of  time;  but  it  has 
rarely  been  able  to  commend  itself  so  attract- 
ively to  the  young  imagination  as  in  Agassiz's 
life.*  It  has  iiad  so  often  to  insist  upon  itself 
in  spite  of  neglect,  of  obloquy,  of  martyrdom  ; 
but  here  it  is  the  talisman  of  unbroken  pros- 
perity. We  do  not  mean  that  Agassiz  had 
not  his  early  struggles  and  renunciations;  the 
son  of  a  ])oor  Swiss  pmtteur,  sensitively  con- 
scious that  his  home  was  cramped  to  open 
his  path  tiirough  the  schools,  could  not  be 
without  these;  but  wiile  recognition  came  to 
him  very  early.  "To  do  all  the  good  you  can 
to  your  fellow -beings,  to  have  a  pure  con- 
science, to  gain  an  honorable  liveliliood,  to 
procure  for  yourself  by  work  a  little  ease,  to 
make  those  around  you  happy — that  is  true 
hapjnness;  all  the  rest  but  mere  accessories 
and  chimeras,"  his  mother  tenderly,  warningly 
wrote  him,  when  at  twenty-one  his  thoughts 
began  to  turn  from  the  i)rofession  for  which 
he  was  fitting  himself,  to  the  science  that  aft- 
erward engrossed  his  life,  and  he  answered:  "  I 
wish  it  may  be  said  of  Louis  Agassiz  that  he 
was  the  first  naturalist  of  his  time,  a  good  citi- 
zen, and  a  good  son,  beloved  of  all  who  knew 
him."  A  year  later,  the  value  of  his  first  work 
on  fishes  was  acknowledged  by  Cuvier,  and 
hard  upon  this  came  the  cordial  acclaim  of 
Humboldt,  who  formed  for  the  young  natural- 
ist an  atlection  which  stiengtheneil  through 
all  his  remaining  years.  The  constantly  recur- 
ring evidence  of  tliis  in  the  letters  of  Humboldt 
now  first  printed  is  a  lovely  strain  in  the  Ix^ok, 
where  at  times  one  is  tempteil  to  comphiin  tiiat 
there  is  too  little  of  Agassiz's  personal  life,  till 
one  rememl'ers  that  his  whole  life  was  scientific, 
and  rich  and  ample  as  his  nature  was,  it  must 
leave  chiefiy  that  record.  We  learn  more  about 
him  by  the*  letters  to  him  than  l)y  the  letters 
from  him;  these  are  the  exjMcssion  of  his  im- 
passioned ambition  as  a  naturalist  almost  from 
the  first.  We  have  only  glimpses  of  his  be- 
loved home  by  the  Swiss  lake,  but  its  sober 
peace  and  reasonaltle  piety  remain  from  these 
a  light  upon  him  through  all  the  succeeding 
events. 

After  Agassiz  came  to  America  his  life  was 
no  longer  a  romance;  it  was  a  fairy  tale,  whose 
incidents  are  known  to  all  of  us;  for  Agassiz, 
through  his  hold  upon  the  sympathies  and 
imaginations  of  men,  became  a  public  man 
here,  as  politicians  and  soUliers  and  divines 
are  public  men,  but  scientists  never  before. 
Private  fortunes  were  opened  to  him  as  freely 
as  if  they  had  been  the  treasures  of  princes; 
money  honestly  amassed  in  commerce  was  of- 
fered as  inuniticently  as  if  it  had  been  wrung 
from  subject  populations;  legislatures  gave 
as  if  they  had  been  individuals,  fascinated  by 
the  charm  of  hiiili.  unselfish  intents.     It  is  a 


great  example,  and  much  courage  can  be  taken 
from  it.  Perhaps  the  time  has  really  come  in 
the  history  of  our  race  when  the  man  of  grand 
aims,  of  purposes  not  even  immediately  benefi- 
cent, but  wliolly  altruistic,  may  ho|>('iiilly  ap- 
])eal  to  his  fellow-men  for  their  help  in  realiz- 
ing them.  Agassiz  believed  that  he  could  do 
this,  and  his  faith  was  justified,  not  only  with 
millionaires  and  general  courts,  but  with  hard- 
working peoi)le  of  all  sorts,  like  his  enthusi- 
astic stuilents  and  assistants,  like  the  carpen- 
ters at  Penikese,  who,  when  he  called  them 
together  and  told  them  that  the  Summer 
School  there  "was  neither  for  money  nor  the 
making  of  money it  was  for  the  l)est  in- 
terests of  education,  and  lor  that  alone,"  took 
otf  their  Sunday  coats  and  labored  iVom  dawn 
till  dark  to  finish  his  buildings  for  him  on  the 
Sabbath  day. 

H. 

Agassiz  found  this  new  world  of  ours  full 
not  merely  of  vast  physical  activities,  but  of 
eager  and  thorough  scientific  work  by  men 
who,  he  tells  his  European  friends, -would  be 
noted  in  science  anywhere,  and  whom  he  t'ound 
employed  in  public  enterprises  undertaken  l)y 
])o[)ular  governments.  He  had  been  used  to 
the  munificence  of  kings,  as  science  may  ex- 
perience it;  but  this  liberality  of  legislatures 
comi)osed  of  farmers  and  country  lawyers 
amazed  him,  at  nearly  the  same  moment  when 
])oor  M.  de  Bacourt,  Minister  from  France  to 
these  States,  was  asking  his  Maker  what  a 
])erson  of  his  quality  could  have  done  that  he 
should  be  forced  to  live  among  such  j)eoj)le  as 
the  Americans,  so  sordid,  so  ignorant,  so  bar- 
barous I 

]Madame  la  Comtesse  de  ^Mirabeau,  who 
obliges  US  with  the  S<)urcnirs  of  n  Diphnnate, 
after  they  had  remained  unpublished  in  his 
])rivate  letters  for  nearly  fifty  years,  prefaces 
them  with  a  sketch  of  M.  de  Bacourt \s  life — a 
life  passed  in  courts,  near  the  persons  of 
princes,  and  perfumed  throughout,  except 
for  those  odious  years  in  America,  with  the 
odor  of  salons  and  the  incense  of  a  rehabili- 
tated Church.  ^I.  de  Bacourt  was  a  gentle- 
man of  birth  and  fortune,  a  reactionary  in 
politics  and  religion,  who  believed  in  himself 
and  his  king  and  his  confessor,  and  adored 
the  memory  of  the  great  and  good  Prince 
Talleyrand.  Whether  ]SI.  de  Bacourt's  ^Maker 
Avas  ever  able  to  justify  to  that  gentleman  his 
exile  in  this  country  there  is  now  no  means 
of  knowing,  but  no  reader  of  his  amusing 
book  can  be  ungrateful  to  the  providence 
that  brought  hiin  here  to  write  these  letters 
about  the  United  States  under  Van  Buren  and 
Tyler.  They  show  us  not  only  how  a  man  of 
his  sort  regarded  us  then,  but  how  such  a  man 
must  always  regard  us;  for  under  our  system 
the  strong,  rude  nativ.e  life  will  always  be 
working  to  the  top,  especially  in  politics. 
Veiy  ]>robably  it  will  come  to  the  top  now 
and  then  in  society,  and  if  this  keeps  on  hap- 
pening till  we  learn  that  no  class  of  Americans 
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is  to  be  polished  alone,  but  that  we  are  all 
bound  together,  high  and  low,  for  barbarism 
or  civilization,  it  will  be  perhaps  no  bad  thing. 
However  this  may  be,  few  of  our  witnesses 
have  been  or  will  be  able  to  dislike  us  so  com- 
prehensively as  ^r.  de  Bacourt.  The  weatlier 
behaved  almost  as  badly  as  an  American  states- 
man at  the  very  moment  of  his  arrival  in  the 
country ;  it  turned  in  a  single  day  of  June 
from  very  cold  to  intensely  hot.  This  was  in 
New  York,  wdiere  everything,  even  in  1840.  "is 
a  \veak  imitation  of  the  English an  Eng- 
land and  Englishmen  of  second  and  third 
rate,"  and  where,  after  twenty-four  iiours,  he 
has  "seen  none  of  the  mucli-talked-of  Ameri- 
can beauties''  in  the  street.  On  the  railway  to 
Philadelphia  "cinders  penetrate  the  cars,  and 
at  the  end  of  tlie  journey  one  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  coal-heaver.  .  .  .  Tlien  don't  forget 
that  all  Americans  chew  tobacco,  and  spit  con- 
tinually around  them,  and  it  is  difficult  to  keep 
out  of  this  filth."  From  the  very  first,  Wash- 
ington is  his  "penitentiary,"  with  its  wide, 
dusty,  broiling  streets,  its  mean  houses,  and  its 
life  neither  of  city  nor  village.  He  begins  to 
meet  there  the  giants  of  those  days,  whose  ex- 
tinction we  deplore  in  our  moments  of  de- 
pression, and  although  Mr.  Clay's  "  proclivi- 
ties are  very  French his  exterior  is  that 

of  an  English  farmer,"  while  in  the  House  and 
Senate  our  lamented  publicists  not  only  keep 
their  hats  on  after  the  fashion  "  imported  from 
England,"  but  they  "sit  with  their  legs  in 
the  air,  and  others,  stretched  out,  sleej)  as  if  in 
their  beds;  ....  they  all  spit  every  where,"  and 
it  is  the  sound  of  this  spitting  which  most 
shocks  3[.  de  Bacourt.  He  finds  no  one  but 
the  President  who  is  "  exempt  from  this  vice" ; 
but  "  Mr.  Van  Buren,  though  the  son  of*  an 
innkeeper,  and  himself  even  trained  to  the 
family  calling,  has  acquired, to  an  astonishing 
degree  the  ways  of  the  world."  Mr.  de  Muh- 
lenberg, formerly  United  States  Minister  to 
Austria,  makes  M.  de  Bacourt's  blood  run 
cold  by  saying:  "You  want  to  know  what  I 
think  of  Prince  Metternicli  ?  Well,  he  is  a 
hog."  At  a  fashionable  evening  party  in 
Washington,  "  the  women,  ridiculously  dress- 
ed, stood  around  the  room  hanging  on  their 
husbands'  arms.  Perhaps  it  was  very  moral, 
but  I  assure  you  it  was  very  grotesque.  There 
are  no  young  people  in  the  French  provinces 
who  have  not  better  manners."  "The  cele- 
brated Mr.  Webster  is  pompous  to  the  last  de- 
gree, and  ill  at  ease"  in  company.  *'  All  tlie 
distinguished  men  in  this  country  would  be 
only  second  or  even  third  class  in  England. 
They  give  themselves  the  airs  of  importance 
one  sees  in  the  brewers  of  London,  with  their 
vanity,  vulgarity,  and  absurdity."  At  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning — good  heavens  I — M, 
de  Bacourt  meets  "3[iss  ^leade,  one  of  the 
beauties  of  Washington,  alone  in  the  street, 
going  or  coming  from  I  do  not  know  wdiere. 
Free  manners  I"  While  he  is  calling  upon  a 
member  of  Mr.  Tyler's  cabinet,  "  three  of  his 
colleaofues   came  in — Mr.  Badorer  smokimr  a 


cigar,  which  he  did  not  extinguish;  Mr.  Bell 
lay  down  on  a  sofa,  with  his  feet  over  the 
arms,  and  thus  presenting  the  soles  of  his 
boots  to  us;  as  to  ]Mr.  Crittenden,  finding  it 
too  warm,  he  took  off  his  coat,  and  pulled  a 
great  roll  of  tobacco  from  his  pocket,  put  it 
in  his  mouth,  and  commenced  chewing.  They 
were  very  merry  and  facetious,  and  as  I  did 
not  wish  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  men  who  were 
so  influential  in  commercial  questions,  I  joined 
in  with  them."  One  fancies  the  strain  it  must 
liave  been  to  M.  de  Bacourt,  who  is  treated 
throughout  by  such  people  exactly  as  they 
treat  one  another,  with  no  apparent  sense  of 
his  quality,  and  who  must  bear  it  all,  if  he 
will  keep  them  from  levying  duties  on  French 
■wines  and  silks  ;  and  all  in  vain,  for  they  levy 
the  duties  at  last,  and  perhaps  have  chuckled 
in  their  shirt  sleeves  at  the  notion  of  his  ca- 
joling them.  At  a  dinner  in  the  White  House 
our  god-like  Daniel  embraces  31.  de  Bacourt, 
and  hiccoughs  over  him  the  professions  of  a 
very  tender  friendship,  apparently  unfelt  before 
the  third  bottle  of  Madeira.  He  was  forced  to 
meet  such  persons  as  "  a  Mr.  and  ]Mi-s.  Bayard, 
who  have  the  impudence  to  call  themselves 
descendants  of  Chevalier  Bayard,"  not  know- 
ing that  he  had  never  married.  At  Rockaway 
Beach  he  sees  the  gentlemen  take  oft"  their 
coats  and  vests  and  join  the  ladies  at  a  game 
of  ten-pins.  On  a  journey  to  Niagara  he  can 
not  get  a  cutlet,  or  even  an  egg.  At  Boston, 
where  he  might  otherwise  have  had  a  moment 
of  happiness,  he  finds  that  "  the  inhabitants  of 
this  elegant  and  charming  city  hate  the 
French,  and  what  is  worse,  they  despise  them." 
In  a  prison  at  Philadelphia  the  stamp  of 
crime  is  mucli  more  pronounced  on  the  con- 
victs' faces  than  in  Europe.  The  American 
steamboats  continually  agitate  M.  de  B  icourt 
by  blowing  up,  and  there  is  a  mania  for  sui- 
cide among  the  few  refined  people  in  the 
country,  wliich  he  can  account  for  only  by 
supposing  them  bored  to  madness  by  the  so- 
cial conditions. 

It  is  iiupossible  to  rehearse  all  his  griefs 
with  us,  and,  so  far  as  it  goes,  it  is  impossible 
to  deny  the  truth  of  the  portrait  he  draws. 
We  may  say  it  is  not  flattered,  but  in  our 
hearts  w'e  can  not  deny  that  he  saw  all  these 
terrible  and  ugly  and  ridiculous  features  in 
us.  He  saw  nothing  else,  because  he  was  M. 
de  Bacourt,  and  was  bred  to  believe  that "  jdo- 
liteness  in  social  relations.  ...  is  the  funda- 
mental basis  and  the  most  indispensable  ele- 
ment" of  life.  Rained  down  in  the  midst  of  a 
new  people,  each  bent  by  so  much  of  the  di- 
vine purpose  as  was  in  him  to  help  accomplish 
with  tireless  work  of  head  and  hand  the  des- 
tiny of  tlie  greatest  free  nation  which  had  ever 
been,  he  saw — poor  little  diplomatic  reaction- 
ary'— nothing  but  the  abundance  of  our  bad 
manners,  which,  even  after  fifty  years,  might 
still  strike  him.  He  prophesied  that  a  peo- 
ple with  manners  like  ours  must  go  to  the 
dogs;  he  beheld  us  well  on  our  way  to  the 
dogs;  and  so  did  some  other  prophets  who 
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visited  us  at  tlic  same  time,  and  conspicuously 
the  prophet  Dickens,  wht)ni  31.  do  Bacourt 
found  made  more  of  by  the  Americans  than 
Fanny  Elssler,  Lafayette,  and  Prince  de  Join- 
ville  all  put  together.  The  caricaturist  was 
right  in  liis  picture  of  us,  as  the  diplomatist 
was:  but  their  study  is  a  faithfuler  portrait 
of  themselves  even  than  of  us. 

Perhaps,  indeed  —  the  temptation  to  con- 
struct the  theory  rushes  overpoueringly  upon 
us — the  foreign  critic's  measure  of  America  is 
always  the  measure  of  himself  So  far  as  he 
perceives  that  tiiis  is  the  opportunity  of  the 
whole  human  race,  not  merely  to  enjoy  and 
ornament  itself  for  the  s:\tisfiction  of  its  high- 
er vanity,  but  chiefly  to  work  and  to  help  it- 
self unliampered  by  tradition — so  far  as  he 
siiows  Idmself  a  man  who  has  lived  in  reali- 
ties, and  not  in  bubbles,  however  iridescent, 
literary,  social,  or  diplomatic — so  far  he  will 
be  consoled  for  our  uncouth ness.  Occasional- 
ly even  poor  M.  de  Bacourt  has  a  perception 
of  magnitudes  transcending  "politeness  in  so- 
cial relations,"  and  it  atJords  him  a  moment- 
ary comfort  in  tlie  midst  of  suflfL-ring  otherwise 
incessant.  In  one  of  these  intervals  he  can  say : 
'•The  Anglo-American  race  is,  in  my  opinion, 
charged  with  a  special  providential  mission — 
tliatof  peopling  and  civilizing  this  immense 
continent ;  they  are  proceeding  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  work  undisturbed  by  any 
obstacle,  and  this  explains  the  anomalies  so 
easy  to  observe  and  criticise.  But  it  is  not 
fair  to  judge  from  details;  one  must  see  the 
whole,  and  this  whole  is  grand,  majestic,  and 

imposing The  only  fault  of  the  Americans 

is  that  tliey  will  not  rest  satisticd  with  their 
success,  but  will  always,  in  comparing  them- 
selves with  European  nations,  claim  superi- 
ority over  them  in  everything.  This  is  their 
great  weakness,  and  encourages  writers  who 
come  here  to  find  fault.'' 

We  have  now  become  so  modest — partly 
from  the  chastisements  of  foreign  critics,  but 
chiefly,  we  must  believe,  through  our  native 
virtue — that  it  is  incredible  we  should  have 
ever  imd  the  fault  which  31.  de  Bacourt  here 
imputes  to  us,  and  we  hardly  know  how  to 
yield,  such  is  our  jxesent  ditfidence,  even  to 
the  French,  in  a  tine  sense  of  national  de- 
ficiencies and  a  generous  habit  of  self-dispar- 
agement. 

III. 
It  is  some  such  reluctance,  perhaps,  which 
renders  us  sensitive  to  tlie  compliment  late- 
ly paid  our  poor  American  language  by  two 
English  novelists.  These  writers  have  wished 
to  "reproduce  the  accents  and  expressions 
which  we  commended  last  month  to  the  at- 
tention of  our  native  authors,  and  they  have 
imaijined  several  American  characters  entire- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  having  somebody  speak 
American.  Our  foreign  compatriots  are  not 
much  like  the  fellow- citizens  we  know  at 
home,  but  it  can  be  honestly  said  of  them  that 
they  are  as  like  us  as  their  talk  is  like  our  un- 


tutored speech.  We  believe  it  was  Mr.  Rol>- 
ert  Buchanan  who,  feeling  that  the  language 
of  Shakespeare  and  Milton  would  no  longX'r 
serve  as  a  means  of  international  mpproche- 
ment,  was  the  first  Briton  to  write  in  the  New 
England  dialect :  at  any  rate  he  })roduced  a 
poem  in  it  wiiich  he  was  not  able  to  tell  from 
one  of  Mr,  Lowell's;  and  now  .Mr.  Black,  in  his 
White  Heather,  has  a  character  who  speaks  per- 
ceptible Ameiican  ;  only,  he  is  a  man,  and  he 
speaks  yonng-lady  American  as  often  as  mascu- 
line American.  To  us  the  two  sorts  are  dis- 
tinct enough,  but  3Ir.  Black,  who  has  no  doubt 
heard  most  of  tlie  former  in  praise  of  his  agree- 
able books,  is  not  so  much  to  blame  for  get- 
ting them  mixe^l.  He  makes  Mr.  Hodson  say 
a  London  fog  is  '"just  too  dismal  for  anything," 
but  we  feel  that  it  was  his  daughter  who  sup- 
plied Mr.  Black  with  that  jjhrase;  and  when 
the  young  lady  says.  "You  bet  your  pile  on 
that."  we  suspect  that  Mr.  Black  really  had  the 
expression  from  her  younger  brother. 

As  for  Mr.  Grant  Allen,  who  has  made  a  coun- 
try boy  from  northern  New  York  the  hero  of 
his  novel  Bahylon,  we  should  not  know  exact- 
ly where  or  how  he  got  his  Americanisms, 
There  are  some  tokens  of  a  visit  or  sojourn  here 
in  his  decorative  use  of  our  birds  and  flowers; 
but  our  phrases  seem  rather  to  have  been  stud- 
ied from  such  widely  representative  authori- 
ties as  !Mark  Twain,  Dr.Eggleston,  Bret  Harte. 
Sam  Slick,  and  Charles  Dickens.  A  farmer  in 
"Geauga  County,''  New  York,  asks  "  Whar's 
Hiram  ?"  as  if  he  were  in  the  heart  of  the  blue- 
grass  region;  and  this  deacon  of  the  church 
adds  that  lie  has  an  itciiing"  to  give  that  thar 
boy  a  duraed  good  cowhidin',"  as  if  he  were  a 
Pike  accustomed  to  "  exhort  tlie  impenitent 
mule."  Hiram  is  in  the  blackberry  patch,  but 
Mr,  Allen  calls  it  the  blackberry  lot,  because, 
as  he  understands, "  lot"  is  the  American  for 
"  field,  meadow,  croft,  copse,  paddock,  and  all 
the  other  beautiful  and  expressive  Old- World 
names  for  our  own  time-honored  English  in- 
closures,"  though  we  believe  Americans,  when 
foreigners  are  not  by,  speak  among  themselves 
of  meadows,  fields,  pastures,  wood  pastures, 
girdlings,  loppings,  clearings,  intervales,  and 
other  features  and  subdivisions  of  the  land- 
scape as  they  have  occasion  to  specify  them. 
Mr.  Allen,  however,  has  heard  of  bottom-lands, 
and  he  tells  us  that  in  Rome  his  hero's  tiioughts 
turneil  fondly  to  the  '•  old  blackberry  bottom" ; 
and  he  has  "  cranberry-trees'' growing  in  his 
cranberry  marsh.  His  deacon  addresses  a 
group  of  trappers  as  '•  Gents,  alF' ;  and  his  talk 
is  delicious  with  such  native  flavors  as"  Wal, 
this  do  beat  all,  really" ;  "He's  progressin' 
towards  citizenship  now,  and  I've  invested 
quite  a  lot  of  capital  in  his  raisin' ;''  "  Wal,  I 
should  appreciate  that  consid'able;''  "I  des- 
say  that  thar  boy;"  and '' It  alius  licks  my 
poor  finite  understanding  altogither  why  the 
Lord  should  have  run  this  continent  so  long 
with  nothin'  better'n  Injuns.  ...  Why  a  lad. 
that's  been  brought  up  a  Chrischuu  and  a  Hop- 
kinsite,  should  want  to  go  grubbin'  up  their 
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knives  and  things  in  this  cent'ry  is  a  caution 
to  me,  that's  wliat  it  is— a  regUar  caution." 
It  all  sounds  amazingly  American,  and  prob- 
ably Mr.  Allen  could  not  be  persuaded  that 
it  is  not  so.  His  people  are  Americans  of 
the  sort  that  the  accurate  English  eye  has 
seen  and  the  delicate  English  hand  has  drawn 
ever  since  we  were  lirst  portrayed  in  Martin 
Glntzzlewit. 

W. 

Apparently  Mr.  Allen  has  not  thought  it  a 
serious  thing  to  write  a  novel,  nor  human  na- 
ture worth  that  honest  inquiry  which  has  given 
him  an  honorable  name  in  science.  Tliis  is  a 
mistake  which  we  lv)pe  he  will  come  to  regret, 
and  which  will  certainly  cause  his  friends  to 
grieve.  It  is  not  quite  enough  in  itself,  however, 
to  make  one  despair  of  English  novelists,  and  we 
have  read  witiiin  the  year  two  English  books 
by  an  unknown  hand  which  may  yet  mark  a 
new  era  in  English  fiction.  We  hardly  know, 
indeed,  whether  to  call  them  fiction,  they  carry 
so  deep  a  sense  of  truthfulness  to  the  reader, 
they  are  so  far  in  temper  from  any  sort  of  mere 
artistry,  so  simply  and  nobly  serious.  The 
books  are  the  AiitoUograpliy  of  Mark  Ruther- 
ford and  Marh  RatherforcVs  Deliverance^  tlie 
one  being  the  rather  unsatisfying  sequel  to  the 
other.  Yet  it  is  unsatisfying  only  as  the  in- 
completeness, the  brokenness  of  life,  which  it 
perfectly  counterfeits,  is  unsatisfying.  There 
never  were  books  in  which  apparently  the  writ- 
er has  cared  so  little  to  make  literary  account 
of  himself,  cared  so  little  to  shine,  to  impress, 
wished  so  much  to  speak  his  heart  plainly  out 
to  the  heart  of  his  reader.  There  is  absolutely 
no  study  of  attitude,  no  appeal  to  the  dramatic 
or  the  picturesque,  no  merely  decorative  use 
of  words.  When  you  have  read  the  books 
you  feel  that  you  have  witnessed  the  career 
of  a  man  as  you  might  have  witnessed  it  in 
the  w^orld,  and  not  in  a  book.  We  could  not 
give  too  strong  an  impression  of  this  incom- 
parable sincerity. 

The  history  is  that  of  an  Englishman  of  the 
lower  or  lowest  middle  class,  wiio  is  bred  to 
the  ministry,  but  who  is  constrained  by  lapses 
of  belief  first  to  abandon  his  evangelical  pul- 
pit, and  then  to  give  up  a  Unitarian  parish, 
and  who  at  the  close  of  his  autobiography  is 
the  clerk  of  an  atheistical  bookseller  in  Lon- 
don. Marh  RutherforcVs  Belimrance,  wdiich 
appeared  last  summer,  four  years  after  the 
publication  of  the  Autohlography,  takes  up  his 
story  at  the  point  wdiere  he  becomes  the  Par- 
liamentary correspondent  of  two  provincial 
newspapers,  and  follows  him  through  the  fail- 
ure of  this  employment,  his  marriage  with  the 
woman  to  whom  he  had  been  betrol;hed  in  his 
youth,  and  his  final  toil  at  hateful  work  under 
a  hard  master,  to  his  sudden  death.  There  is 
no  ''incident"  in  the  story;  there  is  neither 
more  "  plot"  nor  less  than  there  is  in  the  ex- 
perience of  God's  creatures  generally,  so  gen- 
erally ignored  by  "  imaginative"  writers  in 
their  "powerful"  inventions.    It  can  not,  there- 


fore, find  favor  with  readers  who  like  to  be 
"  amused,"  and  to  "  have  their  minds  taken 
off  themselves."  We  warn  them  that  the  story 
of  ]Mark  Rutherford  will  fix  their  "  minds"  all 
the  more  intensely  upon  themselves,  and  Avill 
stir  them  deeply,  without  in  the  least  ''  amus- 
ing" them.  Or  rather  it  will  do  this  with 
readers  who  can  think  and  feel ;  and  the  other 
sort  had  better  go  to  the  tiieatre  and  see  a 
modern  play. 

ISTothing  of  Mark  Rutherford's  error  or  weak- 
ness is  concealed  in  tliese  extraordinary  books, 
and  in  him  we  have  more  distinctly  got  rid 
of  that  barbaric  survival,  the  "  hero,"  than  in 
any  other  figure  of  fiction — if  he  is  really  ficti- 
tious. If  you  pity  him,  and  even  love  him  for 
his  truth  and  purity  and  right  endeavor,  it  is 
because  you  are  sufficiently  mature,  sufficient- 
ly civilized,  to  see  the  beauty  of  these  things 
in  their  union  with  tremulous  nerves^  irreso- 
lute performance,  vague  aspiration,  depression, 
frequent  helplessness,  faltering  faith.  He  is 
only  one  often  or  twelve  other  persons  drawn 
with  the  same  wise  faithfulness,  and  presented 
tons  with  the  belief  that  we  shall  have  enough 
inconsistencies  in  ourselves  to  account  for  all 
the  inconsistencies  in  them.  When  the  author 
has  to  tell  us  that  a  certain  man  of  clear,  strong, 
disciplined  mind  is  a  journeyman  printer,  he 
seems  not  to  feel  bound  to  explain  the  fact 
that  he  can  be  both  one  and  the  other,  and 
he  has  no  excuses  to  make  for  asking  us  to 
be  interested  in  the  psychological  experience 
of  a  waiter,  a  salesman,  a  porter,  who  are  never 
at  all  romanced,  but  are  considered  simply  in 
their  quality  of  human  beings,  affected  in  due 
degree  by  their  callings.  But  such  a  man  as 
Marden,  living  and  dying  in  gentle,  serene, 
patient,  agnosticism ;  such  a  man  as  McKay, 
groaning  over  the  misery  of  Loudon,  and  in- 
venting out  of  his  own  poverty  and  helpless- 
ness a  way  to  help  it  some  little,  however  lit- 
tle;  such  women  as  Mary  Marden,  Theresa, 
and  Ellen,  taking  quietly,  strongly,  unspectacu- 
larly,  their  share  of  the  common  burden  of 
common  life,  have  more  of  consolation  and 
encouragement  in  them  than  all  the  "  ideal" 
figures  that  ever  "  helpless  fancy  feigned"  out 
of  proportion  to  the  things  that  are.  The 
story  where  they  move  naturally,  from  real 
impulses  and  wdth  genuine  interests,  is  not 
gloomy,  with  all  its  unrelenting  seriousness, 
and  it  would  be  very  unjust  to  leave  the  reader 
with  the  notion  that  it  is  inimical  to  religion. 
It  is  very  religious.  We  do  not  see  how  Chris- 
tianity could  be  more  subtly  and  profoundly 
comprehended,  and  throughout  his  doctrinal 
stumblings  and  gropings  Mark  Rutherford 
finds  his'happiness  only  in  that  highest  good 
which  Christ  taught  in  the  highest  degree — 
good  to  others.  "This  is  the  key-note  of  his 
story,  touched  throughout,  but  never  with 
maudlin  pathos  or  rhetorical  flourish. 

People  wdio  like  genteel  company  in  novels 
will  not  find  him  in  it;  there  is  not  a  "gen- 
tleman" or  a  "  lady"  in  either  of  the  books, 
and    the   plain,  poverty -bound   lives'   which 
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they  have  to  do  with  arc  considered  as  inapol- 
oiretically  in  their  struiigles  with  real  sorrows 
and  troubles  as  if  they  were  all  so  many 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  leisure  longing  to 
get  married  or  unmarried.  If  there  is  no 
false  shame  in  depicting  these  common  peo- 
ple and  conditions,  neither  is  there  any  boast- 
fulness,  or  anything  of  the  foolish  superstition 
that  there  is'  merit  in  narrow  circumstances 
of  tljemselves.  Perhaps  the  self-respectful  at- 
titude in  regard  to  this  material  is  kept  so 
well  because  it  is  the  inner  life  of  these  men 
and  women  that  is  portrayed  —  that  experi- 
ence so  sweet,  so  bitter,  so  precious,  of  almost 
any  human  soul,  which  we  should  always  be 
better  and  wiser  for  knowing,  but  which  we 
so  often  turn  from  in  the  stupid  arrogance  of 
our  cultures  and  respectabilities. 

At  times  tlie  author  seems  to  have  no  art  in 
presenting  his  facts,  he  does  it  so  barely  and 
bluntly,  but  he  never  fails  to  make  you  under- 
stand just  what  he  means,  and  he  never  otfends 
against  that  beautiful  "modesty  of  nature'' 
which,  when  one  has  once  really  valued  it,  one 
can  not  see  offended  in  literature  without  a 
sense  of  outraue. 


A  great  master  may  sin  against  it  as  well  as  a 
bung-ling  apjirentice:  and  if  the  reader  will  turn 
froni^  these  books  to  Balzac's  Le  Pere  Goriot, 
of  which  a  new  translation  has  lately  appeared, 
we  think  he  will  feel  the  truth  of  this  painful- 
ly enough.  In  the  atmosphere,  sane  if  sad,  of 
the  English  story,  there  is  in  high  degree  the 
quality  of  repose  with  which  the  Greeks  knew 
how  to  console  tragedy  in  eve-y  ar^ ;  bu*^  the 
malarial  restlessness  of  the  French  romance 
is  as  destitute  of  this  as  the  theatre.  After 
that  exquisitely  careful  and  truthful  setting 
of  his  story  in  the  shabby  boarding-house,  the 
author  tills  the  scene  witli  figures  jerked  about 
by  the  exaggerated  passions  and  motives  of 
the  stage.  We  can  not  have  a  cynic  reason- 
ably wicked,  disagreeable,  egoistic ;  we  must 
have  a  lurid  villain  of  melodrama,  a  disguised 
convict,  with  a  vast  criminal  organization  at 
his  command,  and 

"So  dyed  double  red" 

in  deed  and  purpose  that  he  lights  up  the 
faces  of  the  horrified  spectators  with  his  glare. 
A  father  fond  of  unworthy  children,  and 
leading  a  life  of  self-denial  for  their  sake,  as 
may  probal^ly  and  pathetically  be,  is  not 
cnousfh;  there  must  be  an  iml)ecile.  trembling 
dotard,  willing  to  promote  even  the  liaisons 
of  his  daughters  to  give  them  happiness  and  to 
teach  the'" sublimity  of  the  paternal  instinct. 
The  hero  can  not  sufficiently  be  a  selfish  young 
fellow,  with  alternating  impulses  of  greed  and 
generosity;  he  must  superfluously  intend  a 
career  of  iniquitous  s])lcndor,  and  be  swerved 
from  it  by  nothing  but  the  most  cataclys- 
mal  interpositions.  It  can  1)e  said  that  with- 
out such  personages  the  plot  could  not  be 
transacted:    but  so  much  the  worse  for  the 


plot.  Such  a  plot  had  no  business  to  be  :  and 
while  jK-tions  so  unnatural  are  imagined,  no 
mastery  can  Siive  fiction  from  contemi)t  with 
those  who  really  think  about  it.  To  Balzac 
it  can  be  forgivK-'U,  not  only  because  in  his 
better  mood  he  gave  us  such  biographies 
as  Cesar  Birotieau  and  Emjenit  Oraudet,  but 
because  he  wrote  at  a  time  when  fiction  was 
just  beginning  to  verify  the  externals  of  lif», 
to  portray  fiithfully  the  outside  of  men  and 
things.  It  was  still  held  that  in  order  to  in- 
terest tlie  reader  the  characters  nuist  be  moved 
by  the  old  romantic  ideals;  we  were  to  be 
taught  that  '*  heroes"  and  "heroines"  existed 
all  around  us,  and  that  these  abnormal  beings 
needed  only  to  be  discovered  in  their  several 
huml)le  disguises, and  then  we  should  see  ev- 
ery-ilay  ])eople  actuated  by  the  fine  frenzy  of 
the  creatures  of  the  poets.  How  false  that 
notion  was  few  but  the  critics,  who  are  apt  to 
be  rather  belated,  need  now  he  told.  Some 
of  these  poor  fellows,  however,  still  contend 
that  it  ought  to  be  <lone.  and  that  human 
feelings  and  motives,  as  God  maile  them  and 
as  men  know  them,  are  not  good  enough  for 
novel-readers. 

VI. 

This  is  more  explicable  than  would  appear 
at  first  glance.  The  critics — and  in  speaking 
of  them  one  always  modestly  leaves  one's  self 
out  of  the  count  for  some  reason — when  they 
are  not  elders  o.ssified  in  tradition,  are  apt  to  be 
young  people,  and  young  people  are  neces- 
sarily conservative  in  their  tastes  and  theories. 
They  have  the  tastes  and  theories  of  their  in- 
structors, who  perhai)s  ?aught  the  truth  of  their 
day,  but  whose  routine  life  has  been  alien  to 
any  other  truth.  There  is  probably  no  chair 
of  literature  in  this  country  from  which  the 
principles  now  shaping  the  literary  expression 
of  every  civilize*!  ])eo[)le  are  not  denounced 
and  confounded  with  certain  objectionable 
French  novels,  or  which  teaches  young  men 
anything  of  the  universal  impulse  which  has 
given  us  the  books,  not  only  of  Zola,  but  of 
Tourgueneff  and  Tolstoi  in  Russia,  of  Bjorn- 
sen  in  Norway,  of  Valera  in  Spain,  of  Verga 
in  Italy,  of  tlie  unknown  Englishman  wlio 
wrote  Mark  Rutherford.  Till  these  younger 
critics  have  learned  to  think  as  well  as  to  write 
for  themselves  they  will  persist  in  heaving  a 
sigh,  more  and  more  perfunctory,  for  the  truth 
as"  it  was  in  Sir  "Walter,  and  as  it  was  in  Dick- 
ens and  in  Hawthorne.  Presently  all  will  have 
been  changed;  they  Avill  have  seen  the  new 
truth  in  larger  and  larger  degree,  and  Avhen  it 
shall  have  become  the  old  truth,  they  will  per- 
hai)s  see  it  all. 

In  tlie  meanwhile  they  are  not  such  l)ad  fel- 
lows with  us,  and  though  one  might  perha])s 
count  our  critical  authorities  upon  rather  less 
than  the  thumbs  of  one  hand,  we  believe  there 
is  no  country  in  the  world  where  an  author 
finds  conijileter  recognition  at  least.  Our  crit- 
ics must  still  make  each  his  manners,  more  or 
less  comical,  to  the  awful  form  of  precedent; 
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but  when  this  is  once  done,  tliey  do  collective- 
ly find  out  what  is  good  in  a  piece  of  litera- 
ture. In  a  thousand  newspapers,  scattered 
over  the  whole  country,  they  utter  so  vast 
an  amount  of  fresh  and  independent  impres- 
sion that  every  part  of  the  author's  work  is 
touched,  nothing-  of  his  intention  or  perform- 
ance is  lost.  It  will  often  be  deplored  as  mis- 
taken and  of  wrong  direction  or  slighter  value, 
but  it  will  have  been  felt  to  the  last,  lightest 
insinuation. 

This  is  another  advantage  of  a  literary  centre 
distributed  almost  as  widely  as  the  Presiden- 


tial patronage.  Tliere  is  no  critical  leadership 
among  us.  Chicago  frankly  differs  from  Bos- 
ton about  a  book,  and  St. Louis  can  not  do  less 
than  differ  from  Chicago;  San  Francisco  has 
no  superstition  aljout  the  opinions  of  New 
York;  Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  have  each 
its  point  of  view.  Comment  is  almost  co- 
extensive with  reading  in  our  country;  and 
from  the  newspapers  the  author  may  learn 
fairly  well  what  this  vast,  sympathetic,  eager 
people  are  saying  and  thinking  of  his  book. 
This  will  always,  however,  be  far  less  than  he 
would  have  imaguied. 


Hhmtljh)  Heriirii  nf  Ciintiit  (f^nenk 


POLITICAL. 

OUR  Record  is  closed  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember.— The  lirst  session  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Congress  was  opened  at  noon  on  Monday, 
December  7.  Mr.  John  Sherman  Avas  elected 
President  j;ro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  J. 
G.  Carlisle  Speaker  of  the  House.  After  some 
routine  business  both  Houses  adjourned  out 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Vice-President 
Hendricks. 

The  most  important  reconunendations  in 
President  Cleveland's  first  Message,  read  before 
hoth  Houses  December  8,  were  the  following: 
increased  appropriations  for  the  diplomatic  and 
consular  service;  abolition  of  tariff  on  worksof 
art;  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  the  necessaries  of 
life;  suspension  of  the  compulsory  silver  coin- 
age act;  the  building  up  of  an  efficient  navy; 
appointment  of  six  general  Indian  Conmiission- 
ers;  reforms  in  grants  of  public  laud  ;  laws  to 
suppress  polygamy  in  Utah,  and  the  prohibi- 
tion of  Mormon  immigration;  the  pushing  for- 
ward of  civil  service  reform,  and  an  increase  of 
salaries  of  the  Commissioners;  and  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  fixing  the  Presidential  succes- 
sion. 

In  the  present  House  there  are  183  Demo- 
crats, 141  Republicans,  and  1  Greenback-Dem- 
ocrat. Of  the  Democrats  110  were  in  the  last 
Congress,  and  of  the  Republicans  84. 

Two  new  United  States  Senators  were  chos- 
en :  Ex-Senator  J.  H.  Mitchell,  Oregon,  and  J. 
W.  Daniel,  Virginia. 

The  first  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Dakota 
assembled  at  Huron  December  14. 

The  body  of  Vice-President  Hendricks  was 
buried  in  Crown  Hill  Cemetery,  Indianapolis, 
December  1,  with  great  honors. 

Tiie  United  States  army  now  numbers  2154 
officers  and  24,705  men. 

The  public  debt  of  the  United  States  was 
increased  during  November  $4,887,198  47. 

The  British  Parliamentary  elections  began 
November  24.  As  far  as  known  the  result  is 
as  follows:  Liberals,  334;  Couservatives,  248; 
Nationalists,  81. 

The  German  Reichstag  was  opened  Novem- 


ber 19.  In  the  imperial  Speech  the  foreign  re- 
lations were  declared  to  be  peaceful  and  friend- 
ly. The  Emperor  confidently  hoped  that  the 
Balkan  conflict  would  not  disturb  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  trusted  that  the  signers  of  the 
Berlin  Treaty  would  succeed  in  securing  re- 
spect for  the  treaties  by  the  people  rendered 
iiulependent  by  them. 

Germany  has  acquiesced  in  the  Pope's  set- 
tlement of  the  Carolines  question. 

General  Caceres  has  captured  Lima,  Peru. 
General  Iglesias,  the  President,  surrendered 
December  2,  and  Senor  Eusebio  was  made  pro- 
visional President. 

The  Servian  army  crossed  the  Bulgarian 
border  in  three  divisions  early  on  the  morning 
of  November  14,  and  marched  in  the  direction 
of  Sophia.  After  several  victories  on  the  wa^^, 
they  were  defeated  and  driven  back  with  con- 
siderable loss.  On  November  28  the  powers 
I)roposed  an  armistice,  which  was  accepted, 
and  on  December  14  a  commission  was  ax>- 
pointed  to  mark  an  armistice  line. 

Italy  has  annexed  IMassowah,  Avith  the  ap- 
proval of  Lord  Salisbury. 

Louis  David  Riel,  the  rebel  chief,  was  hanged 
in  the  jail  yard  of  the  Mounted  Police  Barracks 
at  Regina  November  16. 

The  war  in  Burmah  was  quickly  eiuled.    The 
king's  war  vessel  was  captured  November  15, 
and  two  weeks  later  General  Prendergast  en-^ 
tered  Mandalay.     On  November  29  King  Thee-* 
haw  surrendered,  and  immediately  embarked 
for  Calcutta  under  guard. 

Princess  jNIercedes,  the  five-year-old  daugh- 
ter of  Alfonso,  will  be  Queen  of  Spain  under 
the  regency  of  her  mother,  Christina. 

DISASTERS. 

November  13. — Ten  miners  killed  by  an  ex- 
plosion in  the  Bull  Domingo  Mine,  at  Silver 
Clilf,  Colorado. 

Xovemher21. — Tornado  in  the  Philippine  Isl- 
ands, killing  twentj^-two  persons  and  destroy- 
ing eight  thousand  buildings. 

November  23. — Calcutta  dispatch  reporting 
that  a  cyclone  in  India  had  destroyed  one  bun- 
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(Ired  and  fifty  villages  and  drowned  five  thou- 
sand people. 

Decemher  4. — An  earthquake  in  Algeria,  near- 
ly destroying  the  town  of  Msila,  and  killing 
thirty-two  persons. 

December  15. — Eleven  persons  killed  in  a  col- 
lision on  the  Georgia  Pacific  Railroad. 

OBITUARY. 

Xovemher  14. — At  Fordhani,  New  York,  Hor- 
ace 15.  Clatlin,  merchant,  aged  seventy -four 
years. 

Xovemher  22. — At  Medford,  Massachusetts, 
Elizur  Wright,  in  his  eighty-second  year. 

Xovemher 2o. — In  Indianapolis, Indiana,  Hon. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Vice-President  of  the 


United  States,  aged  sixty-six  years. — In  Mad- 
rid, King  Alfonso  of  S})ain,  aged  twenty-eight 
years. 

Xovemher  2G. — In  Madrid,  Marshal  Serrano, 
ex-Dictator  of  Spain,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Xovemher  28. — In  London,  the  Dnke  of  Som- 
erset, aged  eighty-one  years. 

Xovemher  30. — At  Ocala,  Florida,  Francis  N. 
Bangs,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  of  New  York 
city,  in  his  fifty-eighth  year. 

Iheemher  8. — In  New  York  city,  William  H. 
Vaiulerbilt,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year. 

Decemher  15. — In  London,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Saul 
Howson,  Dean  of  Chester,  aged  seventy  years. 
— In  Washington,  Georgia,  General  Robert 
Toombs,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year. 


(Eiiitiir'Q  iOnmirr. 


THE  following  correspondence,  which  is 
printed  with  regret,  may  need  some  ex- 
planation. Names,  of  course,  are  suppressed. 
The  first  note  is  from  an  official  supposed  to 
be  very  near  the  White  House  : 

Washington, ,  1885. 

DKAii  Sir, — The  mission  to  Yank-e-Pank  is 
vacant.     I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  it 
might  be  obtaiued  for  you  if  it  were  known 
that  you  would  accept  the  appointment. 
Yours  respectfully, • 

{Xot  confidential.) 

Boston, ,  1885. 

Dear  Sir.— I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  mis- 
sion to  Yank-e-Panic  is  vacant.  As  it  seems 
to  be  etiquette  for  the  government  not  to  of- 
fer an  appointment  unless  it  knows  it  will  be 
accepted,  I  am  obliged  to  inform  you  that  it 
is  a  principle  with  me  never  to  accept  or  de- 
cline anything  before  it  is  offered  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yours,  etc., • 

Washington, ,  1885. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  am  directed,  in  belialf  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  offer  you  the 
position  of  Minister  to  Yank-e-Pank.  Y'ou  will 
please  report  to  Washington  for  instructions 
ou  or  before  the  26th  inst. 

Yours  respectfully, • 

P.S. — The  salary  of  the  mission  will  prob- 
ably be  raised  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Boston, ,  1885. 

Dkar  Sir,— Your  note  informing  me  that 
the  President  offers  me  the  position  of  Minis- 
ter to  Y\ink-e-Pank  is  received,  and  I  desire 
you  to  express  my  profound  gratitude  to  the 
President  for  the  honor  he  does  me.  I  should 
like  to  accept  the  mission  to  Yank-e-Pank  (aft- 
er the  salary  has  been  raised),  were  it  not  +hat 


I  determined  early  in  life  never  to  subject  ray- 
self  to  official  whims  and  insolence  by  taking 
a  government  appointment,  and  never  to  let 
myself  be  set  up  as  a  target  for  abuse  by  run- 
ning for  an  elective  office,  and  I  have  thus  far 
been  poor  enough  to  keep  my  resolution.  This 
will  not  seem  to  you  unpatriotic  when  you 
reflect  that  I  am  the  only  man  in  the  United 
States  of  this  mind,  so  that  there  is  no  danger 
that  any  office  will  long  be  vacant. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  you  are  actu- 
ated hy  kijully  niotives,  but  see  what  you  pro- 
pose to  do  to  me.  I  have  a  family,  and  I  have 
a  business  which  gives  me  a  moderate  income, 
that  with  economy  enables  me  to  niake  both 
ends  meet  at  the  end  of  the  year.  You  pro- 
pose to  tear  me  out  of  mj'  pleasant  relations, 
break  up  my  business,  and  send  me  out  of  the 
country  on  a  salary  that  you  know  is  not  large 
enough  to  enable  me  to  live  like  my  missionary 
associates  at  Yank-e-Pank,  and  is  small  enough 
to  subject  mc  to  social  mortification.  You  say 
that  it  may  be  raised.  How  do  you  know  that 
it  will  not  be  discontinued  entirely  about  the 
time  I  get  established  at  Yank-e-Pauk,  and 
that  the  only  notice  I  w  ill  have  from  the  de- 
partment that  my  services  are  no  longer  re- 
quired is  that  my  pay  stopped  a  month  before 
I  received  the  notice? 

You  propose  to  break  up  my  life,  and  you  do 
not  offer  any  permanent  position  or  any  career. 
How  can  you?  You  are  not  a  permanency 
yourself.  Y'ou  represent  nothing  that  is  stable. 
You  are  not  part  of  a  system  or  an  organization 
that  is  by  its  nature  certain  in  its  action  or  re- 
sponsible. You  are  only  an  accident  of  a  po- 
litical chance  that  may  disappear  and  leave 
me  high  and  dry.  Aiul  yet  you  call  yourselves 
a  government!  I  should  hold  this  place  only 
at  the  whim  of  you  or  some  other  equally  tran- 
sient official ;  and  if  I  were  turned  out  of  it,  I 
should  probably  have  to  sell  my  furniture  and 
borrow  money  of  my  father-in-law  to  pay  my 
passage  home. 
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I  confess  tbat  I  am  amazed  at  your  check, 
althongli  I  griitefully  ackuowleilge  yonr  kind 
intention.  Yon  know,  besides,  tliat  I  am  not 
qnalilied  for  Yank-e-Pank,  that  I  never  liad  a 
day's  diplomatic  experience,  tliat  I  have  not 
had  the  least  training  in  yonr  State  Depart- 
ment nor  in  tlie  consnlar  or  ministerial  bnsi- 
ncss.  You  know  that  you  do  not  offer  me  a 
career,  ])nt  only  a  risky  excursion  ;  that  you 
do  not  propose  to  make  mo  part  of  a  perma- 
nent, well-organized  service,  with  a  certainty 
of  continuance  in  it  if  I  am  Avorthy  and  able, 
with  the  chance  of  promotion,  aiul  an  induce- 
ment to  devote  all  my  energies  to  the  service 
of  my  country. 

You  cruelly  ask  me  to  take  all  these  risks, 
and  a  still  more  serious  one,  that  of  the  loss  of 
my  reputation.  You  know  x>erfectly  well  that 
if  my  official  master,  wdio  is  not,  remember,  the 
head  of  a  system,  in  a  fit  of  indigestion  or  by 
reason  of  misinformation  (which  may  be  con- 
veyed by  an  anonymous  letter),  chooses  to  turn 
me  out  and  disgrace  me,  though  I  may  be  as 
right  as  right,  there  is  not  one  chance  in  a 
thousand  that  I  w^ould  get  redress,  there  is  no 
tribunal  to  which  I  could  appeal,  since  my  offi- 
cial position  is  x^urely  arbitrary 

If  I  were  rich  and  had  nothing  else  to  do,  I 
might  like  to  go  to  Yank-e-Pank  and  swell 
round  for  a  year  or  two  in  an  official  position. 
Bnt  until  you  organize  a  regular  diplomatic 
and  consular  service,  I  beg  to  be  excused  from 
encouraging  by  my  acceptance  the  delusive 
so-called  "  best-men"  policy. 

EespectfuUy  your  ob't  serv't, . 


THE  COLORED  SEXTOK 

The  sexton  of  a  Baptist  church  in  a  large 
Western  city  was  a  good  colored  brother,  who 
rarely  took  part  in  the  social  religious  meet- 
ings of  the  society;  but  Avhen  he  did,  all  pre- 
sent held  their  breath,  for  it  was  w-ell  known 
that  some  one  was  to  be  "hit  on  the  head," 
and  great  amusement  was  in  store  for  the  oth- 
ers. On  this  particular  occasion  the  subject 
of  the  prayer-meeting  was  "Christian  Humili- 
ty." Mr.  Bascom,  one  of  the  wealthiest  church 
members,  while  leaning  on  his  gold-headed 
cane  and  toying  with  his  elegant  watch  chain, 
conclnded  his  remarks,with  great  affectation  of 
humility,  by  saying:  "If  I  ever  should  be  so 
favored  as  to  reach  heaven  at  all,  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  place  in  the  most  remote  section,  the 
most  obscure  corner,  of  that  blissful  region  Avill 
be  infinitely  more  than  I  deserve.  And  when 
the  call  comes  to  me  to  '  go  up  higher,'  it  seems 
to  me  I  shall  feel  like  putting  my  hand  upon 
mj  mouth  and  my  mouth  in  the  dust,  and  cry- 
ing out, '  Unclean !  unclean !' " 

When  he  was  seated,  the  colored  brother  rose 
in  the  rear  of  the  room,  and  slowly  advancing, 
faced  the  audience,  and  thus  addressed  them : 
"  Bruddcrs  an'  sisters,  when  I  hears  de  angel 
Gabri'l  blow  de  trumpet  a-callin'  me  liorae,  it 
'pears  to  me  I'll  be  so  powerful  glad  I'll  just 


call  out,  '  Hoi'  on  dar,  Gabri'l ;  I  hears  de 
trumpet,  an'  I's  comin'  mighty  quick!'  An'  it 
'pears  to  me  I'll  be  so  bustin  full  ob  joy  I'll 
jest  go  shoutin',  skippin',  leapin'  right  up  to 
de  front  ob  de  throne  as  fast  as  I  kin  git  dar. 
An'  dar  I'll  stan'  wid  de  white  robes  on, 
a-wavin'  de  palm  branches,  an'  a-shoutin' 
*  Glory!  glory!  glory!  glory  to  de  Lamb  dat 
w^as  slain!'  For  what  do  de  Scriptures  say? 
^Who  are  dese  in  white  robes?'  '  Dey  what 
came  up  through  great  tribulations.'  Down 
here  .de  black  skin  an'  de  great  tribulations; 
up  dar  de  white  robe  an'  de  joy  for  ebermora 
Now,  my  bruddcrs  an'  sisters,  what  do  de  Scrip- 
tures say  agin  ?  Dey  say  '  what  though  dey  be 
black  as  ink'  (or  something  to  dat  effcc'),  'dey 
shall  be  whiter  dan  snow.'  An'  it  'pears  to  me 
I'll  be  so  powerful  happy  up  dar  dat  I'd  like 
to  shake  ban's  wid  all  my  bruddcrs  an'  sisters, 
widout  distinction  ob  age,  color,  or  previous 
condition  ob  servitude — good  many  on  'em  I 
hain't  shook  no  ban'  wid  here — but  'pears  to 
me  I'll  be  so  occoopied  a-Avavin',  an'  a-praisin', 
an'  a-shoutin'  hallelujah!  hallelujah!  hallelu- 
jah !  close  up  on  de  right  side  ob  de  Lamb,  dat 
I  won't  hab  no  time  to  go  peekin'  roun'  de  dark 
corners  ob  heaven  to  find  Briidder  Bascom.''^ 
Lynn  Buiid]:tte. 


The  following  lines  were  suggested  by  the 
unchanged  cover  oillarper^s  Monthly.  Is  there 
not  a  farce  called  Old  Friends  and  New  Faces? 
The  Drawer  could  never  see  the  advantage  of 
having  an  old  friend  put  on  a  new  face,  if  the 
friend  was  loved,  and  his  face  was  not  too  ugly. 
This  old  cover  has  come  to  represent  a  great 
deal  to  many  thousands  of  people,  who  would 
be  bewildered  by  a  new  face  put  upon  their 
entertainment.  There  has  been  of  late  some 
inquiry  as  to  who  is  rei)resented  by  the  cherub 
sitting  on  the  world,  blowing  bubbles.  The 
Drawer  is  free  to  say  that  it  is  not  this  dej)art- 
ment,  but  it  will  not  undertake  to  defend  some 
of  the  lighter  pages  of  the  Magazine  from  the 
charge  of  this  iridescent  pastime.  Here  are 
the  lines: 

Thy  cover  I  have  known  since  quite  a  child, 
And  with  the  years  it  seemeth  not  to  chancre. 
Within,  how  deep  the  thought,  how  wide  the  range 
Of  fact  and  fancy !    It  hath  oft  beguiled 
Me  with  its  well-turned  wit,  till  I  liave  smiled. 
Love  hath  been  told,  by  artist  made  more  sweet ; 
Some  long-lost  link  of  history,  now  complete; 
And  charming  by-paths,  either  sweet  or  wild, 
Have  been  outspread.    Art,  music,  tale,  and  song 
One  finds  in  thee— a  never-failing  store. 
Like  El  Dorado  old— and  something  more : 
For  with  thy  wealth  thou  hast— a  most  rare  case — 
Never  put  off  thy  old  familiar  face. 

Alice  Wood. 


This  simple  little  tale,  a  bit  of  realism,  is 
founded  on  "Howells's  Titles": 

If  not  particular  as  to  the  chronological  or- 
der, William  Dean  Howells's  writings  might  be 
memorized  as  follows:  At  least  it  would  be 
only  "  A  Modern  Instance,"  if  "  Dr.  Breen's  Prac- 
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tiro"  in  tho  "TlinM*  Villa^rs"  slioul*!  \vm\  \o 
"  A  Clianco  Ar«|iiiiiiil;nHM'"  with  " 'riit>  Latly  of 
i\w  Aroostook  ;"  mid  if  ho  .slioiiM  taUc  upon 
liiinsrir**A  Foarfiil  Iu'sn«»ii.sil»ili(  \ ."  "I'lu'ir 
Wrtltlini;  .loiinifv"  wonhl  he  "  A  I'orrwoiic  Coii- 
rlusion" ;  alh-r  w  hirli  tiny  would  naturally 
takt*  t  lirir  "  Italian  .lonincv  s"  t  lirtniiili  "  Tns- 
fan  t'ilit's."  a\  «>i«lin,i4;  "  'I'ln'  (Jai  rotors"  tlnrin;; 
tin'  "  Indian  Snnnnt  r."  in  "  I'hi'  Parlor  ("jii"  or 
•*'rin>  Slrrpin;;  Car.' of  comst'  nsiii;; '•  Tin*  Kt'- 
j;istrr"al  I  he  liotcd  .s|o|i|tinL;-i»lM(M's,  at  «'afli  of 
\vlii«li  I  lies  wonld  taUc  "A  Pay's  IMrasnro." 
'i'ln'y  nii<;lit  clianct'  tt»  nu-fl  tlu-ir  fii<'iuls 
**Alnahani  Linctdn."  "  U'lit  Ini  lord  U.  Hayes," 
or  "  (\don«d  Silas  Lapliani."  Tliis  wonld  all  1m^ 
foll«»\\  rd  nal  nially  rnoni^li  l>y  "  N'l'nct  ian  Lift*," 
avImm«'  the  "  Dottor."  or  tlu'  "Lady,"  or  Itotli, 
\v«uild  niaU*'  t  hrir  "  Snl>ni  l>an  Skt'tcln's,"  and 
Avriti>  tln-ir  "  INu'nis."  (M*  "('ln»ic««  AntoMoi^ra- 
])hy  Lssays."  All  liiis  woiiM  hnt  prtdndo  tln'ir 
lan'Widl  to  «>artli,  rid  *•  Tin-  I'.lt\  at«>r"  t«)  the 
**  UndisfoviMi'd  ('onntr\.*'  \\ Onhl  tins  snp- 
j»osilioii  Im'  "A  ('(nnitrrlVit  l'rfs«'iitnn'nt,"  «>r 
♦•  C>nl  ol  I  li(«  C^in'sl  ion  T'  llow-tdls  ionld  it  l>(>f 
Li.iirt;<>s. 

TllK  CllKlSTKNINCJ. 

No,  I  won't  {ovi:\\o  our  parson     not  down  to  my  thin' 

day. 
He'd  »>rtiM-\vait.'<l  a  inliinlf  ;  that's  what  I'll  :dlfrs  say 
IJut  to  rhrisli'M  tiii/  hoy,  rmj  hahy,  with  .siuii  an  orl'ul 

ii!mu> 
Why,  whrro's  tho  uso  o'  talkln'?  I  tiil  you  ho  iran  to 

l)lauu'. 

Yon  SCO  ll   happr!\id  hi  this  way:  Tlirre  was  father 

at»'  liiclo  Si 
Alt'  luotlirr.  an'  oaiii  on<>  waul  in'  a  lii\ir<'r  in  llu>  j>io  — 
Kni'h  with  a  iiauu'  for  haliy.  as  i>f  1  ha»ln't  no  volotv 
But  tlio  nuMv  llM'y  talktMl  an'  ar;;lid.  tlio  uu»ri'  I  stuck 

to  n»y  rhoiro 

"Soinanlhy"     ilus  was  father     "you'd  hrsf  tako  pat- 

tiM-u  hy  luotlur. 
For  N/zf  nanu'd  thirtr«'n  liiildtMU  'lliout  any  such  fuss 

or   l>OlluMV 

As  soon  as  sht   di-^kivrnnl  tii;il  family  names  was  too 

few. 
Why.  sho  jest    fell  h;»ek    on   llu«   lUMe.  as   perfessers 

air  bound  to  ilo." 

"  Seu>;»ntliv"  tids  was  h'euhen  "'most  any  oni' else 
eoidd  .see 

That,  beiu'  as  I'm  Ids  father,  he'd  orter  be  nameil 
for  Wr. 

You  S!\y  my  name's  oKl  fashioned  ;  well.  I'm  oKi  fash- 
ioned loo. 

Yot  'twarn't  so  K>n;r  a;:o.  nullnr.  that  both  of  us 
sidted  jj(*u." 

Then   tlien*   was  Inele   Sil.as:   '•  Semanthy.  1    tell  ye 

wh.'it 
.lost  name  him  Silas.     I'll  irive  him  that  hnndreil  ;iere 

lot 
I'll  niako  o\y\  the  dt^ed  lo  morrer    an'  then  when  I've 

U'ono  to  my  rest. 
There'll  Ih'  a  irilh'  v^'  money  to  help  him  feather  his 

n<st  •• 

Ihil  tlie  worst  of  all  was  mother.     She  says,  so  meek 

an'  n\iM  : 
"I'd  loYO  to  eall  him  Jotham.  after  my  oldest  child; 
lli>   died    on   his   seeond    birthd.ay.     The   others    aro 

jrrown  uj^  men, 
Hut   Joth.am   is  still  my  baby;   he   li.as   never  ;:rown 

slneo  thou. 


Ills  huir  was  ko  soft  ati'  eurlln',  ovos  bliu'  as  Muo 

eotdd  be. 
An'   this   boy   of   ymirs.  Seu>anthy,  Jest    brin^rs   him 

back  to  urn." 

Well,  It  warn't  no  easy  nuitter  to  keep  on  .savin'  Xo, 
An'  dis!i]>p"|ntlu'  »>very  one.  I'oor  Hube  lie  fretted  so, 
WluMi  1  told  him  the  ua»no  I'tl  chosen,  that  he  fairly 

tnade  nn'  cry  ; 
For  I'd  plaiUM-d  to  mime  the  darling'  Aujrtastus  IVr- 

elval  (Juy. 
Ah:  that  was  a  name  worth  hearln'.  so  'ristocratlc 

an'  trraiid  : 
He  nd;;ht  'a  held  tip  his  head  then  with  the  proudest 

In  th(<  land. 
Ihit   tiOK- -      Well,  "tisn't   no  wonder,  wluii  I   look  at 

that  bles.scd  child 
An'  think  of  the  name  he's  come  to.  that   1  (•(//("/  bo 

recoiu'ileil. 

At  last   I  I'oaxed  up  Iveuben.  an'  a  Sabbath  mondn' 

came 
Wlieii  I  tiH>k  my  boy  to  meet  in'  to  ;;ii  his  christian 

name, 
.lest  as  proud  as  a  j^eacock  I  stood  a-wallin'  there; 
I  coiiliini  hardly  listen  to  the  n>adiir  nor  llu>  prayer. 
Kor  of  half  a  do/.««n  babies  mine  was  the  finest  (>f  all ; 
An'  they  iiad  sech  common  names,  too.     Put    pride 

must  have  a  fall. 

"  What  will  yt»  call  him?"  says  rar>on  r.rown.  beiulin' 

his  lu'ad  to  licar. 
Then  I  handed  a  bit  of  paptT  up.  w  ilh  the  n.imes  writ 

full  an'  clear. 
Ihit   Vnele  Si.  "stead  of  passin'  it.  jest   r.>ails  It   over 

slow, 

With  seeh  a  wond'rin'.  pu/./.U'd  face,  as  ef  lu'  didn't 

know. 
The  child  w  as  bi';,dnnin'  to  tld^jct .  an'  Kidie  was  ixittiu 

re.I. 
So  1  Kin.ler  scowled  at  rncle  Si.  and  then  1  shook  mv 

head. 
"The  namey"  s.ays  Parson  p.rown  a;:in  ;  '   I'm  Teard 

I  haviMi't  caujiht  It." 
" ./t<  /i(\i/i(ii)/((i/ .'"  says   I'luie  Si,  out   Kuul.  before  ho 

thou^tht  It. 

Thi>  parson      lie's   near  si.chti'il      he  conltln't  under- 
stand, 

Thouu'h  1  p'lnted  to  tlu»  paper  lu  I'licle  Silas'  hand. 

but  ///(//  word  dhl  the  business;  an'  befm-e  I  fio\  my 
breath 

That  boy  was  named  .1  iiiosiiMMi.v  r.     1  felt  a'most  like 
tleatli, 

I  conhlu'i  keep  from  i-ryln'  as  I  hurried  down  the  aisle. 

An"  !  falrlv  liatcil  Wlihler  (Jrecn  when  I  sec  her  kinder 
smile. 

I've  lu'vcr.  tur<r  calli>d  him  bv  that  name,  an'  never 
will. 

An'  1  cdii'f  forirlve  old  I'arson  rwowii.  ttiouich  1  bear 
hliu  no  Ill-will. 

i:.  T.  (oiaui  r. 

.\propos  oi'  lr\ini;'s  \  isit  writes  a  ci>rre- 
spoiideiit  : 

"Wc  wcic  at  the  1  .ycciun  Tlicat re  one  even- 
iiii;  111  Loudon  when  liOiiuo  <niti  Jiiliit  was  (Ui. 
.\  \i>unL;  lady  oi  our  p.iily  dcliulileil  ns  all  be- 
tween the  acts  b\  her  luiirc  c«»ninicnls  upon 
each  sit  nal  ion  in  llu>  pro.urcss  ol'  the  drani.a. 
Slu'  w  .IS  i)ari  i(  nl.nlx  tdnunicd  with  the  l>;»lc«niy 
s»-i<iu\  .111(1  her  i\\  es  nMh-eted  oiii  a<lniiration 
ol'  Miss  ren\  's  Acl  m-;.  \\  lien  K'omeo  rt^lnnied, 
Iniwevcr,  at  the  iinpassiinied  call  ol'  his  uns- 
tress, slu*  urcw  pn/.'.led  at  the  peculiar  sort  o( 
auilatioii  .sliow  11  by  the  J'anions  ai'tor  who  was 
plaviiiL;     L'oiiici».       IriUislat  ini;     Ins     cnu>lion 
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most  ludicrously  for  his  art,  in  this  part  at 
least,  .sIk'-  leaned  forw  ard  and  asked,  in  an  eaj;(ir 
whispcM',  '(Jli,  what  is  the  nuitter  with  him! 
Has  some  one  stolen  his  horse  while  h(i  was 
talking;  to  Juliet  ?     Can't  he  get  away  ?'' 

M.  C.  S. 

Some  years  a;;"o  a  ease  for  damages  was  he- 
ing  tri(Ml  in  the  Circuit  (.'ourt  of  M Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  whendn  Mrs.  M:iry  G ,  an  esti- 

mahle,  sliarp-spokeu,  and  hale  ohl  lady,  was 
the  plaintiti",  and  the  Commissioners  of  High- 
ways of  her  township  were  the  dcifendants. 
The  damage  claimed  was  for  opcining  a  road 

tlirougii  the;  orchard  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  G . 

Tlui  Hon.. John  C.I* ,  a  pr(!cis(i  and  scholarly 

lawyer,  was  conducting  the  case  for  tin;  oldlady. 
He  liad  a  reputation  with  the  har  and  among 
the  people  for  using  elegant  language,  ^vitll 
great  politeness  in  propounding  (questions  to 
his  clients  or  their  witnesses.  On  the  exami- 
nation of  tlie  old  lady  he  took  occasion  to 
prove  tlie  lillt;  of  the  property  damaged  to  he 
in  her,  and  in  a  very  impressive  manner  ad- 
dressed her  the  following  question  : 

"Did  your  husband  die  seized  in  fee  of  the 
premises  ?" 

To  which  the  old  lady  promptly  answered, 

**No,  sir;  he  died  with  the  rheumatism." 


"Mexican  Peter"  is  something  of  a  celebrity 
in  his  native  county.  He  won  his  sobriquet, 
if  not  his  laurels,  when  serving  as  body-serv- 
ant to  his  young  master,  "  Marsc  John,"  during 
the  Mexican  war.  Now  our  hero  is  not  free 
from  some  of  tin;  failings  of  his  race,  and  the 
shrines  of  pious  M(^xieans,  with  their  gold  and 
silver  ornaments,  did  prove  a  most  special  pit- 
fall and  temptati<»n  to  poor  Peter.  In  vain  did 
"Marse  John"  instill  into  the  African  mind 
lessons  of  higher  morality,  with  a  wholesome 
blending  of  the  terrors  of  the  law  when  coming 
in  the  garb  of  strict  military  discipline;  the  fact 
remained  the  same:  in  the  time  of  temptation 
Peter  had  to  be  clo.sely  watched.  When  the  war 
Avas  over,  "Mar.sc  Jolin"  went  oji  to  Washing- 
ton, and  Peter  was  sent  home  to  "ole  marster." 
For  a  lew  short  hours  after  his  home-coming  he 
stepped  a  hero,  with  many  talcs  of  the  niar- 
veUous  to  tell.  Having  some  suspicion  of  how 
niatters  stood,  ''ole  marster,"  with  a  sly  l  \\  in- 
kle, said,  ''Now^,  Peter,  what  did  you  bring 
hack  from  your  travels  to  show  us  ?" 

This  was  touching  a  tender  spot,  and  Peter's 
countenance  fell  as  he  said,  "  I  'clare,  ole  mars- 
ter, Mars  John  didn't  hah  no  conscience  'Ijout 
dat  thing  at  all.  Much  as  dar  wuz  to  git,  all 
I  could  fetch  home  wuz  wun  lil  silber  gord" — 
displaying  with  a  mixture  of  pride  and  melan- 
choly a  little  image  of  some  saint  that  might 
or  might  not  have  been  of  the  precious  metal. 

Time  rolled  on,  and  the  proclamation  eman- 
cipat(;d  Peter  from  "  Marscj  John's"  conscience 
(or  want  of  conscience),  and  at  various  and  sun- 
dry times  he  profited  by  his  liberty  of  action, 
and  iinally  found  himself  in  limbo  for  unlaw- 


fully possessing  himself  of  a  neighbor's  tur- 
key, and  w;is  tried  in  the  court  where  "  Marse 
John"  was  a  practicing  attorney,  and  "Marsc 
Peyton,"  another  member  of  the  family,  the 
grave  and  dignified  judge.  The  evidence  was 
overpowering,  and  to  }»l(;ad  "not  guilty"  im- 
possible, so  Peter  could  only  request  to  be 
"'lowed  to  splain  liow  he  got  in  de  trouble." 
Anticipating  u  treat,  the  request  was  grant- 
ed, and  solemnly  the  Court  awaited  the  de- 
fense. Not  without  a  certain  dignity,  the  old 
man  arose,  and  the  explanation  began:  "G(;nt- 
mun,  I  won't  say  I  'ain't  got  into  dis  tronbh;, 
'cause  I  sholy  is,  and  hit  troubling  me  'nongh  ; 
but  in  jestice  I  mus'  t(dl  how  it  all  cum  upon 
mci.  Fust,  sum  blame  lay  at  de  door  ob  Maise 
John.  H<;  good  man,  good  as  gole ;  but  he 
wun  contrackted,  not  say  wun  stingy,  farmer. 
He  got  de  ole  thrashin-machine  he  had  'fore 
de  war,  what  leave  mos'  ob  de  wheat  in  de 
straw,  and  dat  fack  'tice  ole  Mis'  Siujpkin.s's 
tuckeys  to  cum  dar,  an'  scratch  in  de  straw 
an'  eat.  Now  dey  come  dar  an'  do  dat  so 
long  tell  dey  jes  «/n'»(?,  and,  gentmun,  when  a 
tuckey  shine,  he  fat,  an'  I  look  at  dein  shining 
tuckeys  so  long  tell  I  'gin  to  feel  mor'lly  bound 
to  have  one,  an'  I  got  one.  Now  dat's  de  fust 
reason,  but  chiefliest  dis  trouble  come  to  me 
'cause  ole  Mr.  Simpkins  wa'n't  no  gentmun.  Kf 
I  had  been  dealing  wid  a  gentmun,  things  ud 
'a  bin  diffunt ;  but  he  wuz  pore  white  folks,  an' 
ez  I  only  knowed  d(;  ways  of  gentmun,  I  wa'n't 
no  match  for  hiin.  1  does  know  a  gentniun. 
J)idiri  nie  an'  Marsc  .John  here  an'  Mar.se  Pe^^- 
lon  dar  ;<11  c(Hne  out  de  same  estate,  and  who 
ever  fetch  de  word  dey  wa'n't  gentmun  ?  V\'ell, 
me  an'  de  ole  'oman  an'  de  chillun  had  jes 
dun  eat  dat  tuckey,  an',  to  sabe  de  .scand'l  ob 
de  thing,  I  had  pit  all  de  feathers  an'  bf)nes  in 
de  Dutch  oven — my  Dutch  oven  Mi.s'  Sail}'  gil> 
me — when  I  hear  somebody  knock  at  de  door. 
I  went  to  de  door,  an'  dar  stan'  ole  Mr.  Siuip- 
kins!  Now  some  pore  white  folks  is  wus  dan 
X)'inter  dogs,  dey  so  peersome.  Mr,  Simj)kins 
come  in;  he  look  round,  an'  walk  straight  to 
my  Dutch  oven  Mi.s'  Sally  gib  me.  He  peep 
in;  he  find  de  feathers  an'  bones,  pull  um  all 
out,  an'  jes  lafif  most  outlandish!  Wuz  dat  a 
gentnuin  ?  Now  de  Cote  knows  all,  an'  I 
eoiildiri  set  hci(;  quiet  tcll  dey  did."  It  is 
iie(;(ll(;s.s  to  .say  the  ruling  of  the  "'Cote"  was 
not  very  severe. 

A  singular  case  of  kleptomania  suddenly 
niade  its  appearance  in  one  of  the  best  fam- 
ilies of  the  beautiful  city  of  13 ,  situated 

on  the  Mississii)pi,  in  Iowa.  The  unfortunate 
victim  was  a  lady  well  known  in  social  circles, 
and  one  who  was  a  very  active  member  in  all 
the  benevolent  societies  of  the  place.  For  a 
long  time  it  was  a  profound  mystery  how, 
w  here,  and  who  it  Avas  that  succeeded  in  pur- 
loining from  the  best  families  in  town  watch- 
es, diamond  rings,  costly  wearing  apparel,  and 
numerous  other  valuable  articles.  All  at  once, 
however,  the   mystery   was   solved,  and  the 
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Miss  Populaii  {to  Profeswr  Pfefei\  ivho  i.i  showing  her  the  paper  he  ift  to  read  before  the  Sdentijic  Club). 
"And  yon  have  to  read  these  loiitr,  loiiff  papers,  atid  before  an  andieiKse  I    How  I  pity  you  I" 
PitoFESisOU  Pfeffek.  "Oh,  zat  is  not  zo  much  ze  pity  as  to  Ijaf  to  listen  to  ze  ozzers  1" 


thefts  l)rono-1it,  home  to  the  door  of  tliis  l<lep- 
toiuaiiiac.  I  need  not  say  how  distressed  the 
first  families  in  town  Avere  when  it  became  ap- 
parent that  the  intrnder  \vas  one  of  tlieir  own 
set.  Various  were  tlie  opinions  <riven,  and  at 
one  of  the  re<;nhir  meetin«?s  of  the  Ladies'  Be- 
nevolent Society  the  case  was  being  ventilated 
as  only  snch  a  gathering  can  do  it,  when  np 
spoke  a  lady  friend,  and  said  :  "  Ladies,  draw 
the  mantle  of  charity  around  this  nnfortnnate 
Avoman.  Last  night  she  became  a  mother  for 
the  first  time,  and  perhaps  the  kleptomania  Avi II 
leave  her  now."  At  the  hotise  Avhere  these 
good  ladies  were  congregated  the  hostess  had 
a  quiet,  pretty  little  daughter  of  six  years, 
who,  upon  hearing  the  above  announcement 
of  the  arrival  of  a  baby,  exclaimed,  ''Mamma, 
I'll  bet  Miss stole'the  baby— don't  you?" 


A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  to 
target  practice  in  the  army  during  the  i)ast 
four  or  live  years,  and,  in  fact,  at  many  posts 
but  little  attention  is  paid  to  anything  else 
durJMg  the  months  when  it  is  carried  on.     How 


the  "craze"  has  affected  all  parties  can  be  in- 
ferred from  th(!  following:  At  the  dinner  table 
of  an  officer  whose  station  is  in  a  far  Wester^ 
Territory,  on  a  late  Sabbath,  the  conversation 
of  the  children  turned  on  Scripture  history, 
the  particular  ])ortion  under  discussion  being 
the  attem])t  of  King  Saul  to  slay  David  (1 
Samuel,  xix.  9,  10).  After  hearing  how  little 
distance  separated  the  intended  victim  from 
the  would-be  slayer,  the  "coming  man"  of  the 
house  remarked,  in  a  disgusted  tone,  "  Pshaw  ! 
he  wasn't  much  of  a  shot — couldn't  hit  a  man 
across  a  room!"  But  the  want  of  accuracy 
was  accounted  for  by  the  "coming  woman." 
"  A'b;  hut  the}/  hadii^t  made  him  Uend  tarf/ct  prac- 
tice all  s«m»i6v" — without  doubt  a  correct  state- 
ment.   

Little  Tommy  is  acute,  and  his  mind  moves 
rapidly.  Contrary  to  his  mother's  injunctions, 
he  was  recently  caught  by  her  in  the  act  of 
playing  on  Sunday.  When  rebuked  by  her, 
he  glanced  up  from  his  toy  soldiers  paraded  on 
the  floor,  an<l  said,  "Why,  ma,  it's  the  army  of 
the  Lord." 
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AN  IRON  CITY  BESIDE  THE  RUHR. 


BY    MONCUEE    D.  CONWAY. 


I 


N  olden  times,"  as  runs  a  parable  of 
Krummaclier's,  "  there  dwelt  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ruhr  a  rude  and  savage 
people.  They  worshipped  cruel  idols,  and 
lived  like  beasts  of  the  field.  Their  coun- 
try was  a  wilderness,  full  of  foul  marshes, 
and  covered  with  impenetrable  thickets 
and  noisome  weeds.  Wars  of  wild  beasts 
and  savage  men  alone  broke  the  dreary  si- 
lence of  that  desolate  land.  Thither  came 
a  man  from  a  far  country:  he  stood  on  a 
hill,  and  looked  upon  the  land,  and  his 
heart  yearned  with  compassion  at  the 
wretched  sight.  He  was  a  man  of  noble 
mind,  like  the  apostles,  on  whom  rested 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord.  And  his  name 
was  called  Alfried ;  for  he  said,  '  I  would 
gladly  bring  the  peace  of  God  to  all  the 
world.'  Then  he  came  to  the  savage  in- 
habitants of  the  land,  and  they  received 
him  with  confidence  and  respect,  for  his 
aspect  was  grave  and  kind,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  was  with  him.  He  taught 
them  to  root  up  the  bushes,  drain  the 
swamps,  and  till  the  land;  he  gave  them 
corn  to  sow,  and  planted  fruit  trees.  Thus 
Alfried  renewed  the  face  of  the  land,  and 
changed  the  wilderness  to  a  lovely  bloom- 
ing garden. 

' '  One  day,  when  the  people  were  gath- 
ered around  Alfried  on  the  height,  they 
marvelled  at  the  beauty  of  their  land,  its 
order  and  lovely  aspect;  and  in  their  joy 
they  were  fain  to  worship  Alfried,  saying: 
'  Thou  art  thyself  the  God  thou  preachest; 
thou  art  come  down  to  us  from  heaven. 
What  profit  is  there  in  dumb  idols  V 
Then  Alfried  smiled,  and  said:  'You  may 
indeed  rejoice  in  the  beauty  of  the  land, 
but  enjoyment  of  the  good  and  beautiful 
must  lead  you  to  knowledge  of  the  truth.' 
And  Alfried  spoke  to  them  of  the  ever- 
lasting love  of  the  heavenly  Father,  of 
Jesus  the  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  of  the 
eternal  life.      Thus  he  taught  every  one, 


and  all  who  heard  received  his  word,  for- 
sook their  idols,  and  believed  in  the  truth. 
"After  some  time  they  came  again  to 
Alfried,  and  said:  'Thou  hast  given  us 
the  highest  and  best;  how  can  we  show 
our  gratitude  to  thee  ?'  Alfried  answered : 
'  Give  thanks  to  the  Father  who  sent  me 
to  you.  Even  as  your  land,  cultivated 
by  your  industry,  gratefully  yields  flowers 
and  fruits,  so  must  your  hearts  become  a 
field  of  God  bringing  forth  fruits  of  faith, 
hope,  and  charity.  If  you  do  this,  you 
will  partake  more  and  more  of  that  peace 
which  I  have  announced  to  you,  and  the 
hour  of  death  will  be  to  you  as  the  even- 
ing of  a  spring  day.' 

' '  After  these  words  Alfried  fell  asleep, 
and  his  countenance  in  death  was  calm 
and  placid.  The  inhabitants  of  .the  land 
wept  for  him  as  for  their  father,  and 
buried  him  on  the  height  whence  he  had 
first  beheld  their  land.  They  planted  a 
linden  in  his  grave,  and  under  it  raised  a 
cross  to  his  memory.  Thence  is  it  called 
to  this  day  the  '  Krausen  Baiimchen. '  The 
pious  heart  easily  sees  therein  an  image 
of  the  exalted  mind  which  invests  even 
earthly  things  with  heavenly  glory." 

Krummacher  s  version  of  their  early 
tradition  finds  favor  among  those  w^ho  to- 
day dwell  beside  the  Ruhr,  and  they  still 
point  out  the  spot  on  a  hill  near  Essen 
as  the  spot  where  their  saint  was  buried. 

On  the  day  annually  observed  through- 
out Germany  as  a  day  of  prayer  (Bettag)  I 
drove  through  the  district  of  Essen,  ob- 
served its  happy  villages  and  colonies,  re- 
marked the  peaceful  populations  enjoying 
the  spring  sunshine  amid  groves  and  gar- 
dens embowered  with  blossoms — nowhere 
any  noise  or  drunkenness  or  squalor — 
and  could  not  believe  that  their  ancestors 
had  ever  been  such  brutal  folk  as  pious 
tradition  describes.  The  physician's  glory 
is  proportionate  with  the  badness    of  the 


_  Entered  according:  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1886,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Office  of  the 
Librai'ian  of  Congress,  at  Washington.    All  rights  reserved. 
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case  he  cures.  It  is  natural  to  paint  black 
backgrounds  for  the  lialos  of  missionary 
saints,  but  it  is  likely  that  Alfried  Avas  not 
a  missionary,  as  tradition  saj'S,  and  in  any 
case  that  his  lines  fell  in  pleasant,  as  they 
certainly  did  in  picturesque,  places.  I  was 
driving  along  the  road  whereby  Alfried 
came,  and  paused  on  the  hill  where  he  is 
said  to  have  first  paused  to  contem])late 
the  country,  and  where  at  last  his  body 
was  buried  in  peace  a  thousand  years  ago 
(anno  877).  The  forest  which  stretched 
out  under  his  vision  is  now  a  forest  of  tall 
chimneys,  with  dark  foliage  of  smoke; 
for  the  Iron  Age  is  with  us,  and  Essen 
(whicli  surely  ought  to  be  called  Eisen) 
has  been  built  by  it  as  completely  as  yon 
Minster  was  built  by  the  Age  of  Faith.  In 
the  beginning  of  this  century  only  a  town 
of  3480  souls  stood  where  now  dwell  near- 
ly 70,000.  The  surrounding  district  has 
also  been  made  populous,  chiefly  by  Es- 
sen. A  wonderful  and  impressive  scene! 
Around  the  many-storied  edifices  with 
their  high  chimneys  that  make  the  iron- 
works— there  must  be  at  least  a  hundred 
such — the  vast  plain  is  dotted  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach  with  buildings  of  the 
innumerable  iron  and  coal  mines,  with 
chimneys  floating  white  banners  of  smoke. 
The  landscape  is  variegated  with  pretty 
hamlets,  glimpses  of  rivers,  endless  j)oplar 
avenues  along  white  highways,  and  every- 
where moving  lines  of  shining  cloud 
where  trains  of  the  three  great  railways 
that  encompass  Essen  speed  perpetually 
and  in  all  directions.  And  there  amidst 
all  are  the  old  gray  Minster  towers,  from 
which  the  eyes  of  Saint  Alfried  look  across 
a  millennium  upon  the  realm  of  his  suc- 
cessor and  namesake— Alfried  Krupp. 

During  nine  of  those  ten  centuries  this 
whole  resrion  was  under  the   rule  of  wo- 


men. Essen  is  from  Esche  (ash -tree), 
and  was  known  to  the  Romans  as  Assin- 
dia,  its  citizens  being  still  called  Essen- 
ders.  Originally  Esche  was  the  name  of 
the  residence  of  Altfridus  (as  he  is  named 
in  the  early  documents),  a  nobleman  and 
magistrate,  who  became  a  Christian.  He 
was  made  bishop,  and  in  874  built  here  a 
church,  and  a  cloister  of  which  his  sister 
Gerswinda  was  lirst  abbess.  The  monas- 
tery was  gradually  made  into  a  fortified 
citadel,  and  this,  with  two  square  miles  of 
land  around  it,  l)ecame  a  realm  of  fair 
ladies  like  that  described  in  Tennyson's 
''Princess"  or  Gilbert's  "  Princess  Ida." 
The  title  of  the  ruler  was  Princess- Abbess. 
In  1826  there  died  in  Vienna  Maria. 
Cunigunde.  She  had  been  the  sixty- 
eighth  and  last  Princess- Abbess  of  Essen. 
In  the  same  year  a  certain  widow  Krupp 
undertook  to  carry  on  a  small  iron  forge 
which  had  been  left  by  her  husband  as  the 
support  of  herself  and  her  only  child,  a 
boy  of  fourteen.  This  widow  seems  a  SQrt 
of  link  between  the  feminine  regime  and 
the  age  of  "  blood  and  iron."  Through 
all  those  pastoral  centuries  and  idyllic 
scenes  three  mighty  giants  had  slumbered 
unseen  beneath  the  soft  landscape — Coal, 
Steam,  and  Iron.  The  nineteenth  cen- 
tury touched  them  and  they  awoke.  Fred- 
erick Krupp,  belonging  to  an  old  Essen 
family,  started  his  works  in  1810,  but  he 
suffered  by  a  ten  years'  lawsuit,  which, 
though  won,  burdened  him  with  debt. 
After  his  death,  in  1826,  his  widow  barely 
managed  to  secure  for  her  Alfred  a  good 
education,  and  when  he  was  called  to  the 
works,  in  1848,  he  found,  to  use  his  own 
words,  "three  workmen  and  more  debts- 
than  fortune."  It  is  he,  now  a  hale  and 
hearty  gentleman  of  seventy-three  years, 
who  has  built  up  the  Krupp  works  to  their 
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present  immensity.  The  firm  name  is 
still  "  Fred.  Krupp,"  but  the  works  do  not 
belong  to  a  company,  nor  yet,  as  some  sup- 
pose, to  the  government,  but  to  this  one 
man,  Alfred  Krupp,  who  thus  owns  prob- 
ably the  largest  business  in  the  world  de- 
pendent on  an  individual.  The  works 
within  the  town  cover  more  than  500  acres, 
half  of  which  are  under  cover.  According 
to  a  census  taken  in  September,  1881,  the 
number  of  hands  employed  by  Mr.  Krupp 
was  19,605,  the  members  of  their  families 
45,776,  making  65,381  persons  supported 
by  his  works.  Of  the  laborers,  11,211 
were  engaged  upon  the  works  in  Essen, 
the  rest  being  employed  in  the  surround- 
ing mines,  the  branch  works  at  Neu- 
weid  and  Sayn,  and  the  mines  in  Spain 
(Bilbao),  from  which,  though  less  exten- 
sive, the  finest  ores  are  brought.  Mr. 
Krupp  owns  547  iron  mines  in  Germany. 
He  owns  four  sea-steamers,  and  there  are 
connected  with  his  Essen  works  42  miles 
of  railway,  emplojdng  28  locomotives  and 
883  cars,  69  horses  with  191  wagons,  and 
40  miles  of  telegraph  wires  with  35  stations 
and  55  Morse  apparatuses.  The  establish- 
ment possesses  a  grand  chemical  labora- 
tory, a  photographic  and  lithographic  ate- 
lier, a  printing  -  office  with  3  steam  and 
6  hand  presses,  and  a  book-binding  room. 


The  establishment  even  runs  a  hotel — an 
excellent  one,  as  I  have  good  reason  to 
know — in  Essen ;  and  three  years  ago,  for 
the  advantage  of  the  population  he  has 
gathered,  Mr.  Krupp  erected  a  large  cen- 
tral supply  store,  connecting  with  it  many 
branches,  extending  its  benefits  to  all  parts 
of  the  town  and  to  the  colonies  he  lias 
built  for  his  workmen  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Of  these  stores  and  of  the  colonies 
more  must  be  said  presentlj^  Although 
rumors  have  gone  through  the  world  of 
the  vast  extent  of  these  works,  it  is  difficult 
from  mere  printed  statistics  to  estimate 
the  impressiveness  of  this  great  industrial 
centre  until  one  has  looked  upon  it  from 
some  height,  and  attempted  to  wander 
through  and  around  it. 

To  the  general  world  the  name  ' '  Krupp" 
has  almost  ceased  to  be  personal ;  it  signi- 
fies a  particular  implement  of  destruction. 
That  it  should  be  combined  with  "  AU- 
friede,"  ancient  Teutonic  title  for  the  god- 
man,  the  bringer  of  peace,  seems  what 
even  a  hater  of  puns  might  call  the  irony 
of  history.  On  my  way  from  Cologne  I 
read  an  account  of  a  trial  for  murder  go- 
ing on  in  Essen.  It  was  plain  that  this 
murder  had  produced  a  profound  and 
painful  sensation  in  that  city  and  dis- 
trict.     Such  dismay  at  one  violent  death 
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seemed  somewhat  droll  amonsr  a  people 
engaged  in  sending  out  death-dealing  in- 
struments into  every  part  of  the  world, 
but  it  i*equired  only  a  brief  acquaintance 
with  Essen  to  i)ei*ceive  that  the  new  Al- 
fried  has  brouglit  it  as  much  peace  and  or- 
der as  the  old  saint  ever  did,  and  that 
crimes  of  violence  are  indeed  rare  enough 
to  be  startling.  Moreover,  the  reputation 
of  the  Krupp  guns  is  rather  misleading. 
Two-thirds  of  the  work  here  are  devoted 
to  things  belonging  to  the  arts  of  peace — 
all  the  parts  of  steam-engines,  locomo- 
tives, iron  axles,  bridges,  rails,  wheels, 
tires,  switches,  springs,  shafts  for  steamers, 
mint  dies.  ruddei*s,  and  parts  of  all  varie- 
ties of  iron  machinery,  are  prepared  here 
for  manufacturei's.  That  is,  they  are  not 
combined  here:  all  the  iron  parts  of  a  lo- 
comotive may  be  obtained  here,  but  not  a 
locomotive,  although  nearly  all  of  the 
locomotives  and  engines  used  in  the  works 
are  made  in  them.  Both  Brahma  and 
Siva  are  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Krupp.  but 
the  creative  power  preponderates,  and  if 
the  destroyer  is  more  famous  it  must  be 
attributed  to  the  ^vorld's  keen  interest  in 
a  fight. 

-  Krupp  is  king.  Iron  is  master  of  the 
situation.  When  an  ancient  king  dis- 
played his  gold,  a  sage  said,  "But  if  an- 
other comes  with  more  iron  than  you,  he 
will  be  master  of  all  this  gold.''  The  late 
Franco-German  war  is  a  modern  instance. 
It  has  just  been  discovered  that  although 
M.  Thiei*3  declared  proudly  to  the  victo- 
rious Germans,  '*You  may  have  all  our 
money,  but  not  a  foot  of  our  territory  nor 
a  stone  of  our  fortresses.**  privately  he  had 
advised  differently :  ' '  Better  surrender  our 
provinces  than  our  money,  for  our  mon- 
ey can  buy  back  our  provinces."  He 
had  to  part  with  both,  and  Berlin  has 
grown  magnificent  with  French  milliards. 
Tlie  French  also  find  that  money  can  not 
al  ways  buy  iron.  For  no  amount  can  they 
purchase.  Krupp  guns.  This  patriotism  is 
in  notable  contrast  with  the  impartiality 
of  Englishmen.  Wherever  Englishmen 
are  killed,  in  Africa  or  in  the  East,  it  is 
with  English  guns.  In  the  Indian  Museum 
in  London  there  is  an  organ  representing 
a  tiger  devouring  an  Englishman :  it  was 
constructed  by  a  Birmingham  house  for 
England*s  chief  enemy,  Tippoo  Saib.  who 
was  wont  to  have  it  set  going  during  his 
meals  that  he  might  listen  with  delight  to 
the  tiger's  growls  and  the  Englishman's 
groans.     Mr.  Krupp  has  no  objection  to 


selling  guns  to  England,  but  is  shrewd  in 
that  direction.  Recently  England  wished 
to  purchase  one  or  two  of  his  latest  and 
best  cannon,  but  Mr.  Krupp  said  he  would 
not  sell  them  less  than  a  million  pounds' 
worth.  Should  they  obtain  one  or  two 
they  would  presently  be  copying  them  at 
Woolwich,  just  as  the  Russians  liave  long 
been  copying  Krupp  originals  at  Abou- 
khotf.  If  the  English  would  give  him  a 
million  pounds  order,  under  condition 
that  the  guns  supplied  should  fulfill  everj' 
test  at  Shoeburyness,  they  might  then  re- 
produce them  as  much  as  they  liked. 
England  declined:  and  it  must  have  been 
with  curious  sensations  that  its  "Ministry 
learned  that  Turkey  has  just  signed  a  con- 
tract for  £700,000  worth  of  Krupp  guns. 

On  the  great  gateway  to  the  Krupp 
works  the  following  notice  ai)peai*s  in 
large  letters  :  "To  pi*event  unpleasant- 
ness on  both  sides,  it  is  kindly  prayed  that 
no  one  will  ask  permission  to  visit  the 
factory,  as  it  can  not  be  allowed. — Fred. 
Krupp."  The  manager  who  accompanied 
me  said:  "Many  persons  have  applied 
for  admission,  among  them  Americans, 
who  .sometimes  base  their  request  upon 
their  connection  with  similar  works  in 
the  L'nited  States,  which  were  the  revei*se 
of  a  recommendation,  if  anything.  We 
have  invariably  refused.  It  has  been  de- 
cided, after  careful  consideration,  that  you 
should  be  admitted  for  a  literary  purpose. 
Such  a  thing  has  never  occurred  before." 
At  the  close  of  our  fii-st  day's  inspection 
this  gentleman  recurred  to  the  subject, 
remarking:  "Y^ou  can  now  readily  under- 
stand why  we  can  not  admit  visitor.  It 
is  commonly  supposed  that  it  is  because 
we  have  secrets:  but  it  would  be  easy  to 
reserve  any  processes  we  might  desire  to 
conceal,  while  opening  the  works  general- 
ly to  inspection,  were  there  no  other  ob- 
jection. The  real  reason  is  that  our  work 
is  of  a  very  responsible  kind,  most  of  it  of 
a  fine  kind,  requiring  minute  and  constant 
attention  from  every  workman.  Some 
of  these  men  are  dealing  with  delicate 
weights  and  measures,  the  thouj^andth 
part  of  an  inch  or  grain :  it  is  everywhere 
head-work  and  hand-work  combined  with 
machiner}';  any  interruption  might  cause 
a  mistake,  a  flaw,  and  who  can  say  with 
what  consequences  ?*'  I  was  conducted 
through  each  department  by  its  manager, 
in  each  case  a  gentleman  of  culture,  and 
able  to  speak  fair  English.  Every  day  I 
met  a  company   of   these  managers   and 
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men  of  science  at  dinner,  and  sliall  never 
forget  their  large  Iiospitality.  I  may  liere 
mention  tliat  my  request  to  visit  the  works 
was  conveyed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Kasson, 
then  United  States  Minister  at  Berlin. 
Mr.  Krupp  replied  that  although  such  a 
concession  had  not  been  made  before,  such 
was  his  respect  for  his  Excellency  that  it 
would  for  once  be  allowed.  It  was  not 
grudgingly  that  I  was  admitted,  nor  with 
reserve  that  I  was  treated,  but  with  frank- 
ness as  to  explanations,  and  even  with  the 
j^ainstaking  illustrations  necessary  for  one 
unfamiliar  with  gun-making. 

I  once  visited  the  Cyfarthfa  Iron-Works 
in  South  Wales  in  company  with  Emer- 
son, who,  after  gazing  upon  the  lurid 
scene,  said,  ''Surely  Milton  must  have 
drawn  his  pandemonium  from  some  such 
place.''  In  these  vast  and  weii'd  halls  at 
Essen  all  the  Infernos  ever  imagined  by 
man — save  Shakespeare's  "thrilling  re- 
gion of  thick-ribbed  ice'' — seem  collected 
and  seething  together.  Fierj-  Phlegethon 
darts  its  flood  past  every  path,  Gehenna 
from  ash-covered  emberg  radiates  a  still 
insufferable  heat,  and  the  eyes  of  Dante 
would  have  to  be  shielded  from  some  of 
the  Sheols  with  their  burning  lakes.  A 
huge  fiery  serpent  uncoils,  leaps  out  hiss- 
ing: it  is  only  fifty  feet  of  red-hot  railway 
iron,  but  one  is  satisfied  to  see  its  crested 
head  cut  off  and  its  snakj^  form  chopped 
into  bars.  The  w^hir  of  these  rollers  is 
terrific;  one  machine  has  rollers  fifteen 
feet  long,  and  the  steel  comes  through  it 
a  foot  thick ;  one  is  so  fine  that  it  rolled 
me  out  a  plate,  now  before  me,  thin  and 
light  as  tissue-paper.  In  the  process  of 
rolling  plates  of  iron,  slag  is  removed  from 
the  surface  by  repeatedly  casting  on  it 
handfuls  of  sand;  this  the  rollers  grind  to 
powder  with  a  fearful  shriek,  after  which 
the  steel  comes  out  again  like  a  great  red 
tongue,  hissing  horribly.  Everything 
seems  instinct  with  some  half-conscious 
life,  and  the  glowing  steel  masses  to  be  wa- 
ging some  mad  war  of  resistance  against 
tiieir  swart  masters.  The  Bessemer  con- 
verter is  an  ideal  behemoth.  There  is  one 
i-oorn  here,  large  as  the  biggest  railway 
depot,  with  no  fewer  than  sixteen  of  these 
monsters,  nearly  all  of  which  were  simul- 
taneously vomiting  flame  and  gas  from 
mouths  raised  against  the  black  ceiling. 

The  work  of  a  Bessemer  converter  is  a 
fascinating  thing  to  watch.  The  fused 
iron  that  pours  into  its  belly  must  there 
be  transformed,  but   not  too  far;  it  must 


be  arrested  at  a  certain  ])()int.  for  steel  is 
midway  between  })ig  iron  and  wrought 
iron.  It  is  an  arclueological  problem  how 
the  ancients  made  wrought  iron,  such  as 
the  Delhi  Pillar,  and  the  still  older  piece 
found  in  one  of  the  pyramids,  and  now  in 
the  British  Museum.  But  wrought  iron 
is  too  soft  and  ductile  for  many  impor- 
tant purposes.  The  exact  point  where 
the  iron  becomes  steel  is  indicated  by  the 
hue  of  the  fire  breathed  by  the  Bessemer 
converter,  and  it  requires  an  observation 
so  delicate,  not  to  say  artistic,  that  it  is 
said  a  foreman  may  be  unfitted  for  it  by  a 
bilious  attack.  The  observing  eye  must 
possess  an  instinctive  perception  of  the 
way  in  which  colors  may  be  atfected  b}'  a 
cloudy  day  or  b}'  twilight.  If  the  iron 
])()ured  into  the  converter  be  specially  im- 
pure, the  fact  is  revealed  by  a  white  smoke 
mingling  with  the  sparks  that  shoot  out 
when  the  mouth  is  opened.  If  the  iron  be 
fair,  the  normal  process  goes  on  :  first  a 
violent  eru})tion  of  sparks;  in  four  or  five 
minutes  a  dull  flame  appearing  in  the 
midst  of  the  sparks;  in  two  more  minutes 
this  flame  changing  to  soft  moonlight; 
next  brightening  to  a  dazzling  sunlight, 
which  leaves  its  image  on  the  closed  eye; 
and  finally  the  end  of  the  task  announced 
by  a  flame  of  purest  violet.  The  liquid 
iron  has  been  searched  by  a  blast  of  all- 
penetrating  air,  the  intei^titial  dross  has 
been  consumed  and  cast  out  as  slag  with- 
out destruction  of  the  carbon  and  silicon 
necessary  for  the  bloom  of  steel;  and  in 
one  hour  after  its  creation  this  may  pass 
to  the  rolling-mill. 

There  is  a  better  steel,  perhaps,  made  by 
the  Martin-Siemens  process,  but  it  is  more 
expensive.  And  there  is  a  best,  made  by 
crucibles,  Avhich  is  as  much  more  expen- 
sive than  the  others  as  hand- work  gener- 
all}'  is  as  compared  with  machine-work. 
The  English — nearly  the  only  nation  that 
considers  expense  in  making  ordnance — 
need  so  many  plates  for  their  ships  that 
they  use  the  Martin-Siemens  steel  for  their 
cannon,  for  economy.  But  in  a  Krupp 
gun  nothing  is  ever  allowed  but  crucible 
steel,  which,  by  the  perfected  methods  of 
this  establishment,  can  be  so  made  as  to 
secure  a  tensile  strength  of  nearly  80,000 
pounds  to  the  square  inch.  This  steel  is 
attended  at  every  stage  with  personal  and 
tender  devotion.  Human  sacrifices  are 
required  at  its  foundation,  for  in  making 
the  1500  or  more  plumbago  crucibles  re- 
quired daily — since  most  of  them  can  only 
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be  used  once — tlie  men  wlio  make  tliem 
are  under  seutence  of  premature  deatli. 
They  are  doomed  to  breathe  a  thick  dust 
by  wliicli  their  lung-s  are  blackened  and 
gradually  clog-ged,  and  their  lives  short- 
ened. In  the  rooms  where  these  cruci- 
bles are  made  I  saw  a  rolly-poly  of  dark 
mud,  plumbago,  and  fire-clay,  seven  or 
eight  inches  in  diameter,  oozing  out,  from 
the  end  of  which  a  ])allid,  lialf-naked  lad 
divided  otf  section  after  section,  about  the 
length  of  the  diameter,  weighing  each, 
and  rarely  needing  to  subtract  from  or 
add  to  it.  Another,  older  and  more  pal- 
lid than  the  boy,  and  like  him  half  naked 
— the  heat  was  oppressive— received  the 
soft  mass  and  placed  it  in  a  mould  be- 
neath a  revolving  pestle  which  pressed 
down  the  interior,  raising  the  sides,  and 
made  it  a  jar  of  some  eighteen  inches  in 
height.  This  is  set  upon  an  elevator  to 
be  lifted  to  the  baking- room,  which,  when 
I  saw  it,  impressed  me  as  a  mausoleum 
filled  with  funereal  urns  holding  the  ash- 
es of  boys  and  men. 

These  crucibles,  when  used,  are  filled 
with  small  bars  of  puddled  metal,  no  s])ace 
being  lost,  with  which  are  mingled  frag- 
ments of  marble  brought  from  Villmar,  on 
the  Lalin.  They  are  then  shovelled  into 
large  furnaces  whose  floors  are  raised  three 
or  four  feet  above  the  ground,  in  which 
lie  the  flasks  awaiting  the  molten  mass. 
Thus  the  workmen  do  not  have  to  lift  the 
crucibles  above  the  level  where  they  are 
heated.  In  the  earthen  floor  of  the  vast 
room  are  two  lines  of  pits,  one  set  to  re- 
ceive the  metal,  the  other  the  burning 
crucibles  emptied  of  their  contents.  The 
scene  of  emptying  the  crucibles  was  won- 
derful. The  master-manager  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  room  and  uttered  a  cry; 
more  than  live  hundred  men  echoed  the 
cry;  in  an  instant  all  furnace  doors  flung 
open,  and  the  swart  army  with  their  long 
tongs  were  soon  bearing  the  red-hot  jars 
and  emptying  them  in  the  pits.  They  did 
not  walk,  but  rushed.  The  empty  cruci- 
bles were  tossed  into  holes  Avhere  they 
were  lost  to  view,  to  be  examined  next 
day,  and  used  once  more  if  unbroken,  or 
else  ground  up  to  make  new  ones.  I  w^on- 
dered  how  the  workmen  could  stand  the 
heat,  and  expected  to  see  them  using  wet 
sponges  and  defenses  for  their  eyes.  The 
manager  told  me  that  twenty  years  ago 
the  men  used  to  take  precautions,  and  rush 
frantically  from  the  fiery  pits,  but  they 
have    now   become    inured    to    the   heat. 


They  wore  slight  clothing,  which  is  wet 
with  their  sweat.  Only  after  one  or  two 
efforts  could  I  look  down  into  the  glowing 
wells— the  metal  being  three  or  four  feet 
down — and  the  etfect  was  like  a  concen- 
tration of  Turkish  baths.  In  this  room, 
during  the  last  winter,  850  hands  were  at 
work,  using  1800  crucibles  daily.  The 
work  is  expensive,  unhealthy,  involves  a 
good  deal  of  responsibility,  and  no  doubt 
is  highly'  paid. 

I  pass  with  some  relief  from  this  hot 
and  poisonous  room,  with  its  uncanny 
sublimities — after  which  a  strong  potation 
is  advised  and  offered  —  into  the  rooms 
where  steel  is  fashioned  into  shapes. 
There  is  a  curious  persoiuility  in  hammers, 
and  workmen  like  to  give  them  names. 
There  are  82  steam-hammers  in  the  Kru})p 
works,  of  from  400  pounds  weight  to  50 
tons.  The  largest  is  "Fritz,"  Avhose  50 
tons  fall  on  an  anvil  and  anvil -block 
weighing  together  1250  tons,  these  resting 
on  a  foundation  100  feet  deep.  The  next 
in  size  is  named  "  Max."  It  would  require 
a  poet  like  him  who  sang  the  "Song  of 
the  Bell"  rightly  to  describe  the  action  of 
"Fritz,"  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  the 
Emperor,  on  his  visit  liere,  presented  the 
worker  of  tliis  hammer  with  a  Avatch.  I 
observed  "Friiz"  for  some  time  at  work 
upon  the  steel  stem  of  an  Austrian  iron- 
clad, the  Ferdinand  Max.  The  metal 
was  from  one  casting,  without  seam  or 
weld,  45  feet  long  and  of  25  tons  weight. 
Four  men  with  long  clamps  managed  this 
red-hot  mass,  swung  over  the  anvil  by  a 
crane.  They  turned  it  readily  this  way 
and  that,  the  foreman  at  each  pause  utter- 
ing a  signal  which  "Fritz"  understood, 
answering  with  a  soft  tap,  or  a  gentle 
pressure,  or  with  an  earthquake.  I  was 
curious  to  see  tlie  anvil-block  which  sup- 
plemented the  ability  of  the  earth  to  sus- 
tain such  shocks  through  a  length  of  time, 
and  was  presently  shown  one  w^hich,  after 
twenty-one  years  of  thumping,  had  crack- 
ed straight  through  from  top  to  bottom — 
possibly  beneath  some  gentle  stroke  which 
was  the  last  feather  to  break  its  huge  back. 
Krupp  does  not  make  plates  for  iron-clads, 
but  only  such  parts  as  might  be  needed  for 
ordinary  ships. 

Havinglitourcigars  on  the  Austrian  iron- 
clad, we  proceed  to  observe  the  operations  of 
' '  Max"  and  other  hammers.  One  of  these  I 
saw^  giving  300  tremendous  strokes  a  min- 
ute. "Max"  was  engaged  in  welding 
"hard"  iron  (though  this  is  more  ductile 
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than  the  other).  To  nice  distinctions  be- 
tween iron  and  iron  *'Max"  is  inditt'erent; 
his  big-  bow-leofs  arch  above  a  tower  of 
pieces  built  on  his  anvil,  and  with  crush- 
ing- blows  of  his  mighty  fist  he  makes  a 
hundred  plates  one.  However,  though 
they  seem  one  and  act  together,  in  the 
end  it  will  be  proved  that  they  are  not 
one;  no  conceivable  force  can  weld  into 
one  ditferent  organizations  of  atoms.  To 
be  thoroughly  united  they  must  be  filtered 
and  refined  in  the  crucible.  The  central 
part  of  railway  wheels  is  made  by  welding, 
but  the  tires  are  made  without  welding. 
The  nave  of  the  wiieel  is  of  wrought  iron, 
which  is  placed  beneath  a  hammer  of  suit- 
able shape,  and  at  the  third  blow  the  wheel 
is  shaped.  The  tire  is  cut  from  a  long 
round  mass  of  steel — 6  or  8  from  one  cast- 
ing— when  it  is  called  a  "cheese";  it  is 
flattened,  punched  in  the  centre  with  an 
eight-inch  die,  strung  on  a  horse-anvil, 
and  there  beaten  until  it  becomes  a  tire, 
and  ready  for  the  fluting  process  which 
adapts  it  to  the  rail. 

The  tests  applied  in  the  Krupp  works  to 
all  material  used  are  exact  and  infallible, 
and  constitute  an  almost  ti-anscendental 
illustration  of  the  law  of  means  and  ends. 
If  a  load  of  iron  is  found  to  have  one  bad 
piece,  the  whole  load  is  rejected:  off'end- 
ing  in  one  point,  it  is  pronounced  guilty 
in  all.  Under  the  extreme  powers  that 
■can  be  brought  to  bear,  all  iron  and  all 
steel  will  break  at  some  point.  The  stand- 
ards are  fixed  with  reference  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  metal  is  required.  That 
which  the  gun-maker  rejects,  the  railway- 
wheel  maker  may  find  excellent,  or,  if  he 
rejects  it,  the  steel  may  serve  the  man  of 
axles.  Tests  are  applied  at  every  stage, 
and  even  after  iron  or  steel  has  been  half 
evolved  into  some  machine,  tapping  may 
bring  a  suspicious  response,  causing  its 
condemnation.  I  saw  some  plates  from 
metal  meant  for  boilers,  of  from  one  to  two 
inches  thickness,  bent  double  like  cloth. 
The  test  was  for  ductility.  That  which 
eracks  at  the  bend  is  rejected;  the  ade- 
quate specimens  showed  but  faint  marks  of 
the  tremendous  force  applied  to  tear  the 
atoms  apart.  Mr.  Krupp  has  always  been 
extreme  in  his  tests;  in  18G4.  during  the 
war  with  Denmark,  the  hinder  part  of  the 
breech  of  liis  cannon  was,  in  a  few  cases, 
blown  off.  The  officers  mistrusted  the 
steel,  but  Mr.  Krupp  knew  it  was  no  fault 
of  the  steel,  and  concentrated  himself  upon 
improving  the  construction.     I  believe  no 


fault  has  ever  been  discovered  in  any  piece 
of  metal  he  has  sold.  He  has  lately  de- 
clined an  order  from  America  to  supply 
steel  blocks  for  cannon,  for  ihe  reason 
that  he  can  n'ot  feel  sure  that  added  metal 
or  inferior  work  may  not  involve  his  met- 
al in  bad  results.  Krupp  steel  must  I'e- 
main  above  suspicion.  Tliis  establishment 
is  credited  with  the  possession  of  secrets, 
and  a  mysterious  intimacy  with  iron;  but 
no  doubt  the  main  secrets  are  the  cumu- 
lative perfection  of  its  plant,  its  in  Unite 
capacity  for  taking  pains,  its  power  to  pre- 
fer genuineness  to  gain,  and  its  willing- 
ness as  well  as  ability  to  invest  money  to 
any  extent  in  experiments  that  promise 
inrprovement,  in  securing  the  very  best 
ores,  and  in  employing  capable  managei'S 
and  men  of  science.  These  are  Krupp's 
"open  secrets." 

As  one  reads  on  paper  the  figures  of  a 
great  establishment  it  is  much  the  same 
as  reading  a  catalogue  of  fossils.  Sup- 
pose all  the  saurians  and  mastodons  that 
look  so  innocent  on  paper  were  sudden- 
ly to  creep  and  .splasli  and  roar  around 
tlie  paleontologist!  In  the  Essen  works 
there  are  1553  big  ovens.  439  steam-boilers, 
450  steam-engines  (representing  together 
18,500  horse -power),  1622  machine  tools, 
82  steam-hammei's,  21  rolling  trains — in- 
volving a  daily  consumption  of  3100  tons 
of  coal  and  coke  by  the  1648  furnaces, 
whose  draught  is  through  chimneys  of 
which  one  is  280  feet  high,  with  a  diam- 
eter of  30  feet  at  the  bottom.  The  daily 
consumption  of  water — brought  from  the 
Ruhr  by  an  aqueduct — is  24,700  cubic 
meters.  There  are  1778  steel  lamps,  and 
7j  cubic  meters  of  gas  have  been  used 
annually,  though  this  quantity  has  just 
been  diminished  by  the  introduction  of 
electric  lights.  The  work  ceases  only  on 
Sunday  and  on  two  or  three  holidays. 
The  production  is  enormous.  When  the 
Emperor  William  visited  the  place  in 
1877,  Mr.  Krupp  caused  to  be  set  before 
him  the  productions  of  a  single  day :  1800 
rails,  160  wheel  tires.  120  axles,  160  rail- 
way wheels,  430  railway  Avedges,  1000 
bomb-shells.  The  daih^  capacitj'  of  the 
works  is  much  more:  2700  rails  (two  and 
a  half  miles),  350  tires,  150  axles.  180 
wheels,  1000  wedges,  1500  bomb-shells. 
In  a  month  they  can  produce  250  field- 
pieces,  thirty  5.7-incli  cannon,  fifteen 
9.33-inch  cannon,  eight  11-inch  cannon, 
one  14-inch  gun — the  Aveight  of  the  last 
being  57  short  tons,  its  length  28  feet  7 
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iiielies.  It  is  one 
tiling- to  read  these 
tiguiTS  on  paper, 
decidedly  another 
to  travel  among 
the  objects  they 
represent. and  wit- 
ness their  extent, 
their  vomitings  of 
llame.  their  har- 
nessed inunensiiy. 
and  to  hear  their 
voice.  And  yet 
this  voice  is  by 
no  means  so  loud 
as  one  might  ex- 
pect, and  it  is  least 
where  the  force  is 
iri-eatest.  The  en- 
gines, in  power, 
:    ^..-^^^  rv?{)resent       some- 

tliing  like  a  Niaga- 
ra turned  to  steam 
and  steel:  probably  they  have  motive  power  enough  for  every  factory  in  Germany: 
yet  are  they  wonderfully  quiet  in  their  work.  In  a  single  i*oom  there  are  eight  huge 
engines  and  steam-compressors,  of  which  only  a  moiety  are  required  for  the  works, 
the  othei*s  being  kept  in  full  heat,  ready,  like  the  viper's  supei*serviceable  teeth,  for 
instant  service  in  case  any  accident  should  happen  to  the  others.  In  another  room 
there  is  an  engine  apart  by  itself,  strong  enough  to  carry  on  all  the  works;  it  is  over 
fifty  feet  high,  and  quite  beautiful.  It  was  doing  no  work  when  I  saw  it,  but  in  con- 
stant motion,  generally  quiet,  though  now  and  then  snorting  and  revolving  its  huge 
wheels  swiftly,  mei*ely  to  work  otf  its  energy  and  keep  from  bursting.  A  man  stood 
perched  half-way  on  its  side  who  evidently  understood  the  intimations  of  his  afi'eet's 
varied  needs,  and  responded  with  relieving  touches.      Never  did  I  see  a  more  im- 


#»^>-^. 


•^^ 
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pressive  type  of  restrained  and  soft  force. 
Shakespeare's  line  might  hav^e  been  en- 
graved on  it, 

"Let  gentleness  your  strong  enforcement  be"; 


tliis  principle!     When  that  is  done,  then  will 

my  greatest  desire  be  realized. 

"Alfred  Kkupp. 

"EssKN,  February,  1873. 

"Twenty-five  years  after  my  taking  possession." 


or,  perhaps  more  appropriately,  the  lines 
from  Schiller's  "  Song  of  the  Bell," 

*'  Wlicri  gentleness  with  strength  we  find, 
The  tender  with  the  stern  combined. 
The  harmony  is  sweet  and  strong." 


The  splendid  Krupp  villa,  several  miles 
out  of  Essen,  standing  amid  its  park,  and 
commanding  one  of  the  finest  views  in 
this  part  of  Germany,  borrows  much  of 
its  picturesqueness  from  this  small  house 
amid  the  works,  and  more  from  the  kuow- 
What  strange  lullabys  were  these  for  ledge  that  its  wealthy  owner,  steadily  re- 
the  child  born  amid  the  works,  and  now  fusing  offered  titles,  has  preserved  his  hu- 
their  owner!  He  slept  here  peacefully  mility  of  character,  his  long  years  of  pov- 
enough  during  the 
many  years  of  strug- 
gle, and  says  he  nev- 
er could  sleep  well 
on  Sunday  mornings, 
because  the  works 
stopped.  The  small 
house  in  which  Mr. 
Krupp  was  born  still 
stands,  and  though 
the  space  might  be  in 
one  sense  better  util- 
ized, he  preserv^es  it 
with  a  sentiment  like 
that  of  Whit  worth, 
who  still  keeps  up  his 
first  small  shop  and 
the  sign,  "J.  Whit- 
worth,  Tool -maker." 
The  little  house  has" 
been  photographed, 
and  the  pictures  dis- 
tributed among  the 
workmen,  with  an  in- 
scription which,  written  in  a  palatial  man 
sion,  reminds  one  of  the  paternal  horse 
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erty  being  represented  by  sympathy  and 
charity  for  all  who  suffer  in  the  struggle 
shoe  strung  as  a  lyre  over  the  door  of    for  existence. 


Goethe's  birth-place  at  Frankfort, 
inscription  is  as  follows : 


The 


"Fifty  years  ago  this  primitive  dwelling 
was  the  abode  of  my  parents.  I  hope  that  no 
one  of  onr  laborers  may  ever  know  such  strug- 
gles as  have  been  required  for  the  establish- 
ment of  these  works.  Twenty-tive  years  ago 
that  success  was  still  doubtful  which  has  at 
length — gradually  yet   wonderfully — reward- 


A  student  of  the  laws  of  evolution, how- 
ever peacefully  inclined,  can  not  fail  to 
be  fascinated  by  instruments  rex)resenting 
the  development  of  the  art  of  destruction. 
The  extinction  or  survival  of  animal  spe- 
cies is  determined  by  the  relative  nicety  of 
their  weapons.  Micnelet  was  scandalized 
by  the  pains  which  nature  has  taken  to 
perfect  the  viper's  fang,  but  by  it  the  bird's 


ed  the  exertions,  fidelity,  and  perseverance  of    wing  has   been  developed.      I  have  seen 
the  past.    May  this  example  encourage  others     an  Australian  savage  hurl  his  boomerang 


wdio  are  in  difficulties!  May  it  increase  re- 
spect for  small  houses,  and  sympathj^  for  the 
larger  sorrows  they  too  often  contain!  The 
object  of  labor  should  be  the  common  weal. 
If  work  bring  blessing,  then  is  labor  prayer. 
May  every  one  in  our  community,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  thoughtfully  and  wisely 
strive  to  secure  and  build  his  prosperity  on 


before  him,  as  if  at  a  man  thirty  yards 
off;  after  reaching  that  point  it  began  an 
oblique  ascent;  steadily  it  rose  hundreds 
of  feet  into  the  air,  flew  along  like  a  hawk, 
whose  beating  wings  my  field-glass  turned 
to  spinning  revolutions;  turning,  it  flew 
backward  a  hundred  yards,  then  swooped 
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downward  to  alight  near  tlie  tlirower. 
Nothing  could  liave  been  more  beautiful, 
and  one  could  not  help  feelino-  that  the 
tribe  which  gradually  produced  such  an 
instrument,  to  vanquish  a  tribe  without 
it,  must  have  represented  an  intellectual 
advance  beyond  the  reign  of  mere  brute 
force.  In  the  Pitt-Rivers  collection  at 
Oxford  there  is  a  series  of  curved  sticks, 
gathered  from  among  various  tribes, 
showing  the  long  succession  of  experi- 
ments which  led  to  the  perfect  and  quasi- 
miraculous  boomerang.  When  one  en- 
ters the  domain  of  civilization,  this  art  of 
killing  lias  to  be  regarded  retrospectively ; 
it  seems  belated.  Survival  of  the  fit  can 
no  longer  be  identified  with  survival  of 
the  fighting.  Germany  can  not  be  ac- 
corded a  high  place  among  civilized  na- 
tions so  long  as  the  students  in  her  uni- 
versities are  proud  of  their  disfigurement 
by  gashes  received  in  duels,  no  professor 
or  preacher  daring  to  denounce  the  cus- 
tom, because  military  law  demands  that 
officers  shall  settle  their  quarrels  by  single 
combat.  Moltke  is  the  one  public  man 
in  the  civilized  world  who  has  upheld 
war  as  an  ideal.  Odin,  god  of  war,  is 
still  w^orshipped  among  the  Teutons,  and 
beside  Odin  with  his  Sword  must  always 
be  Thor  with  his  Hanuner.  Whatever 
the  cause — whether  present  vital  necessi- 
ties of  a  newly  united  people,  or  the  sur- 
viving potency  of  an  instinct  formed  b\' 
ages  of  inevitable  struggle  for  national 
existence — it  is  in  Germany  that  the  mil- 
itary spirit  is  most  alive,  and  there  alone 
that  warriors  can  still  be  produced  equal 
to  those  of  warlike  ages  in  the  past. 
Kindly  Mr.  Krupp  is  therefore  represent- 
ative of  a  vast  constituency;  he  is  an  or- 
ganic part  of  the  empire;  he  has  come  by 
the  structural  development  of  his  nation. 


This  great  maiiufacturei*  is  not  spoken  of 
as  a  private  individual,  but  as  a  soi't  of 
institution.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  in  Germany  that  we  naturally  find 
the  greatest  perfection  and  development 
of  the  instruments  of  war.  The  vast 
wealth  surrounding  similar  works  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  wonderful  machinery  at  Le 
Creusot  (with  its  hundred-ton  hammer) 
and  other  ])laces  in  France,  can  not  make 
u\)  for  the  lack  of  such  organic  qualities  as 
those  embodied  in  Alfred  Kruj)]).  A  club 
committee  having  applied  to  a  lady  Avhose 
breakfast  table  was  noted  for  buckwheat 
cakes  for  her  cook's  method  of  making 
them,  .she  returned  a  careful  statement, 
adding,  "  If  your  cook  will  follow  this  reci- 
])e  he  will  succeed,  ]ir()vided  he  has  a  gen- 
ius for  making  buckwheat  cakes.''  That 
genius  which  has  been  described  as  an  infi- 
nite capacity  for  taking  pains  pi'esides  over 
every  piece  of  work  in  Essen ;  it  knows 
no  great  or  small,  finishing  off  a  little 
screw  as  neatly  as  a  steam-engine.  Ev- 
ery machine  seems  to  represent  enthusi- 
asm. The  question  whether  it  is  best,  or 
even  safe,  for  a  nation  that  its  materiel 
of  war  should  so  largely  depend  upon  a 
])rivate  individual  can  hardly  ari.se  in 
Germany  during  Alfred  Krupp's  life — 
probably  not  during  that  of  his  only  son, 
Frederick  Alfred,  now  childless.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Krupp  would  rather 
die  by  one  of  his  own  guns  than  sell  it  to 
be  used  against  his  Fatherland,  love  for 
which  has  largely  animated  his  Avork. 
He  has  been  steadily,  one  may  say  reli- 
giously, engaged  for  over  thirty -seven 
years,  devoting  time,  wealth,  and  excep- 
tional powers  of  invention  to  perfect  tl>e 
means  of  building  up  and  defending  the 
power  of  his  country,  to  him  representing 
civilization,  and  every  advance  in  his  art 
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during  those  years  is  registered  in  Ger- 
man victories. 

Patriotism  and  loyalty  of  the  old-fash- 
ioned kind  are  gradually  becoming  exclu- 
sively German  characteristics.  When 
M.  Renan,  in  his  imaginative  brochure  en- 
titled Caliban,  represented  the  scientific 
men  as  mining  the  kingdom  with  explo- 
sive substances,  and  gaining  supremacy 
by  threatening  to  blow  up  the  whole 
country  unless  they  had  their  way,  Louis 
Blanc  expressed  in  my  hearing  his  regret 
that  such  a  notion  should  have  been  pub- 
lished. "There  are  plenty  of  people  in 
France,"  he  said,  "  who  will  take  it  seri- 
ously, and  will  suspect  scientific  men  in 
consequence."  And  why  not?  Many  Eu- 
ropeans have  shown  themselves  ready  to 
ruin  where  they  can  not  rule.  But  they 
have  never  been  Germans.  Although  in 
the  single  instance  in  which  Alfred  Krupp 
was  candidate  for  the  Reiclistag  he  was 
defeated  by  a  Social -Democrat,  mainly 
through  the  suffrages  of  his  own  workmen, 
none  of  these  ever  ascribed  to  him  any  per- 
sonal ambition.  He  is  popular  among  his 
work-people,  but  they  were  on  the  side  of 
the  Social-Democrat,  because  they  have 
aspirations  and  ideals  in  the  direction  of 
more  complete  solidarity  of  interests. 

The  ores  that  make  the  protoplasm  of 


the  best  steel  at  Essen  are  red  hematite 
(FegOg),  and  spathic  (FeC03)  ore,  to  which 
spiegeleisen  adds  the  necessary  manganese. 
The  crucible  steel  destined  to  be  made 
into  a  Krupp  gun  is  at  first  a  huge  ingot. 
How  big  may  it  be  ?  At  the  Exhibition 
in  London,  1851,  an  English  firm  exhibited 
a  block  of  crucible  steel  weighing  about 
half  a  million  pounds,  labelling  it  "The 
Monster  Block."  Krupp  sent  one  weigh- 
ing about  two  and  a  half  millions,  and 
not  long  after  was  able  to  write  with  some 
contempt  of  "that  little  block  of  crucible 
steel,"  having  far  surpassed  it.  He  can 
now  make  blocks  of  seventy-five  tons  if 
required.  It  is  amazing  that  the  ingots 
formed  from  the  contents  of  a  thousand 
or  more  small  crucibles,  each  holding 
from  50  to  100  pounds,  should  be  so  homo- 
geneous throughout.  In  this  uniformity 
of  quality  the  Krupp  ingot  is  matchless. 
His  21-ton  ingot  (9  feet  high,  44  inches  in 
diameter)  exhibited  in  London,  1862,v/hen 
broken  across  revealed  no  seam  or  flaw 
even  under  the  lens. 

It  is  this  ingot  of  most  pure  and  refined 
steel,  made  from  selectest  ores,  and  Avith 
perfect  combinations  of  carbon  and  sili- 
con, that  the  swart  artists  are  to  bend  and 
mould  to  their  will.  In  the  hands  of  these 
men,  with  their  ideal  pattern  before  them, 
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steel  becomes  tractable  as  spermaceti.  The 
weight  of  the  planet  is  their  humble  serv- 
ant. When  Gordon,  having-  mined  the 
approaches  to  Khartoom,  threatened  the 
Mahdi  with  an  "earthquake,"  the  latter 
thought  it  a  pretension  to  Solomon's  fa- 
bled power  over  the  genii  and  demons 
whom  he  made  build  the  Temple.  The 
fable  is  fulfilled  at  Essen  in  this  mastery 
of  terrible  and  crushing  forces  by  science 
and  art.  They  utilize  steam  explosions 
to  clean  metal.  Darwin  said  that  he 
found  it  the  most  difficult  thing  for  the 
majority  of  minds  to  understand  the  enor- 
mous results  of  ever-recurring  agencies, 
however  small,  working  through  practi- 
cally unlimited  time;  but  the  swiftness 
and  power  of  these  mechanical  agencies 
apply  in  an  hour  more  force  for  a  partic- 
ular end  than  nature  would  apply  in  cen- 
turies, unless,  indeed,  as  Ignatius  Donnel- 
ly says,  nature  should  bring  on  a  comet 
occasionally  to  crystallize  gravel  into  mar- 
ble, or  burn  up  Chicago.  When  these  huge 
hammers,  '"Fritz"  and  "Max,"  are  at  their 
Titanic  play  on  hot  steel,  and  meteoric 
flakes  are  flying,  one  might,  indeed,  suspect 
Krupp  of  having  got  a  comet  or  two  in 
his  employ.  The  demand  of  nations,  the 
command  of  the  Iron  Age,  is  that  this 
huge  cylindrical  ingot  shall  be  made  into 
a  wielder  of  thunder- bolts  that  are  not 
blind,  but  obedient  to  intelligent  purpose. 
As  Micliael  Angelo  saw  an  angel  in  the 
paving-stone,  Krupp  sees  a  destroying  an- 
gel in  that  mass  of  steel.  It  must  be  forced 
out  and  coaxed  out.  For  that  it  is  lifted 
by  a  crane,  like  a  feather,  to  its  anvil- 
coucli,  there  to  be  tortured.  Mj-riads  of 
blows  are  to  fall  on  its  never-cooled  sides 
— blows  ranging  fi'om  a  hand's  pat  to  the 
fall  of  fifty  tons — while  it  is  deftly  moved 
by  tongs  held  in  the  hands  of  artists.  For 
a  Krupp  gun  is  a  work  of  ai't.  Under  the 
hannners  the  forming  tube  acquires  the 
utmost  condensation.  In  the  lathe  it  gains 
lightness  and  mathematical  perfection  of 
axis  and  circumference.  By  losing  weight 
it  is  evolved,  so  to  say,  from  a  mastodon 
to  a  sha])ely  saurian,  its  burnished  scales 
smoothed  into  one;  its  fjital  coil  will  be 
develoi)ed  within  at  a  later  stage.  First 
it  must  have  a  long  bath  in  oil.  and  thence 
pass  to  the  boring-latbo.  The  interior 
bored  to  the  right  calibre.  tli(>  cluimber 
reamed  out  at  the  bottom  of  tln^  bore,  the 
inner  coil  of  thirty  i*ectangular  i-ibs  carved 
— one  turn  in  twenty-live  feet — and  the 
tube  is  complete. 


A  gun  is  a  series  of  rings.  As  the  hu- 
man ski^ll  is  vertebrated  —  its  vertebrae 
curved  and  flattened  —  so  the  tube,  cylin- 
der, lioops,  of  a  gun  are  more  or  less  nar- 
row or  elongated  rings.  In  America,  and 
in  other  countries  where  gun  tubes  are 
made  of  welded  metal,  these  are  at  first 
coils  round  a  mandrel.  With  rare  excep- 
tions the  Krupp  tube  is  forged  out  of  a 
single  ingot,  and  in  every  case  without 
any  weld  at  all.  Formerly  he  made  the  en- 
tire gun  from  one  ingot.  This  plan,  how- 
ever, was  abandoned  after  experience,  and 
the  Krupp  gun  is  now  "built  up."  But  the 
hoops  of  steel  are  forged  and  rolled,  with- 
out weld,  and  shrunk  on  the  tube,  with 
initial  tension,  in  single  or  double  layers, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  gun.  The 
mass  around  the  most  damageable  parts 
of  the  tube,  where  the  force  of  the  explo- 
sion is  severest,  is  large,  and  looking  down 
on  a  room  full  of  these  guns,  they  seemed 
like  reclining  giants  with  big  shoulders 
and  chests. 

Military  professors  are  accustomed  to  il- 
lustrate the  utility  of  curving  grooves  in 
guns  by  a  spinning  top:  so  long  as  it  spins 
rapidly  it  remains  upright.  The  si)inning 
cannon-ball  or  shell  similarly  holds  its  di- 
rection, and  where  there  is  a  percussion 
fuse  attached  to  a  projectile,  such  preci- 
sion is  essential.  It  is  also  demonstrated 
that  the  shallower  these  rifled  grooves, 
the  greater  the  accuracy  and  the  less  the 
range.  Rifling  has  several  times  varied 
in  Germany  since  1861.  when  the  first 
field-gun,  a  6-pounder,  was  rifled  there. 
At  present  the  grooves  in  Krupp  guns  are 
generally  shallow,  and  they  Aviden  toward 
the  breech,  so  the  leaden  coat  of  the  pro- 
jectile is  compressed  gi-adually.  therefore 
with  least exj^eiuliture  of  force.  The  cham- 
ber has  a  slightly  larger  diameter  than  the 
tube,  which  is  of  uniform  calibre.  Wliy  ? 
That  is  a  question  one  soon  ceases  to  ask, 
in  a  theoretical  way,  in  the  domain  of 
Krupp.  The  reason  for  a  thing  there  is 
that  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  so, 
and  not  otherwise.  The  (Milarged  Krupp 
chamber  oi'iginated  here,  but  is  now  gen- 
erally a])])roved.  I  devoted  a  good  many 
hours  to  the  study  of  the  breech  arrange- 
Jnents  of  Krupp  guns,  following  a  line  of 
structural  evolution  as  definite  and  neces- 
sary as  any  traceal)le  in  the  organic  world. 
The  whole  cylindro-prismatic  block,  or 
])lug,  is  as  com])lex  as  a  watch,  and  its 
liifc^tory  an  illustration  of  development 
from  simple  to  complex. 
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In  our  diagram  of  the  breech  analyzed, 
copied  from  Captain  Cooke's  Naval  Ord- 
nance^ by  his  permission,  a  is  the  "trans- 
porting* screw,"  w.hich  carries  the  whole 
charged  block  into  the  breech,  c  the  nut 
by  which  it  works  into  its  hole  above  the 
breech,  /  the  crank  by  which  it  is  turned. 
The  "locking  plate"  6,  screwed  on  the 
block  g,  forms  a  lock,  the  key  being-  the 
nut  e,  smooth  on  one  side,  the  threads  on 
the  other  fitting*  into  interior  g-rooves  ; 
into  these  the  screw  threads  are  turn- 
ed by  the  "locking-  screw"  d,  which 
runs  through  the  nut  e,  and  is  the  key- 
handle. 

The  "g-as  check"  now  used  differs  from 
the  Broad  well  Ring-  {h  and  W)  here  shown. 
Everywhere  there  is  shown  survival  of 
the  fittest  for  purposes  of  destruction. 
Since  Alfred  Krupp  became  master  of  the 
works  in  1848  the  years  have  been  regis- 
tered in  tests  and  modifications  summed  in 
solid  results.  Nearly  four  years  (1861-4) 
were  largely  given  to  experiments  with 
gas  checks.  An  inventor  named  Dreyse 
invented  a  paper  obstructor  to  prevent 
the  gas  from  exploded  powder  escaping- 
into  the  breech,  where  its  erosive  power 
is  injurious.  This  paper  check  had  the 
advantage  of  accommodating  itself  well 


to  the  bore,  and  the  disadvantage  of 
having  to  be  too  frequently  changed  ; 
i.  e.,  after  every  nine  or  ten  shots.  An 
American  inventor  substituted  copper  for 
paper  in  the  gas  check  that  bears  his 
name,  the  "  Broadwell  Ring,"  and  it  is 
generally  stated  in  treatises  on  oi'dnance 


THE    BREECH    ANALYZED. 

(e.  g,,  Cooke,  Brooke,  Maitland,  etc.)  that 
this  is  used  in  Krupp  cannon.  Such, 
however,  is  not  now  the  fact.  The  gas 
check  used  is  a  combination  of  copper  and 
very  elastic  steel,  made  into  a  ring  nar- 
rower than  the  Broadwell,  the  thin  rim 
of  which  is  almost  hermetically  sealed 
by  the  explosion  upon  the  nose  of  the 
breech.      It  is  somewhat  lio^hter  than  the 
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''cup  gas  check."  wliich  has  hirgely  super- 
seded the  Broadwell  in  America,  and  acts 
on  much  the  same  principle.  It  is  easily 
removed  and  cleaned  after  every  shot. 
Another  series  of  experiments  was  made 
OR  "sights."  Here  are  guns  with  sights 
at  various  points  of  breech  and  barrel,  the 
verdict  since  1864  being  in  favor  of  the 
short  line  of  sight — the  forward  one  on 
the  trunnion.  The  touch-hole  has  grad- 
ually veered  round  to  the  back  of  the 
breech. 

The  experiences  of  1SG4,  when  the  Prus- 
sian war  with  Denmark  occurred,  were 
particularly  fruitful  in  suggestions  for 
Mr.  Krupp.  Some  of  the  guns  made  by 
him  had  their  hinder  ])art  blown  off,  and 
while  this  was  ascril)ed  by  many  to  faulty 
steel,  he  knew  that  this  could  not  be  the 
true  cause,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
tliat  the  breech  was  faulty  in  construc- 
tion. After  experiments  lasting  through 
two  years,  he  and  his  scientific  cabinet 
reached  the  conclusion  that  the  back  part 
of  the  plug  abaft  the  chamber  is  stronger 
when  not  angular.  This  tenon-and-mor- 
tise  arrangement  has  now  no  sharp  cor- 
ners. By  the  same  series  of  experiments 
the  conclusion  was  reached  that  the  single 
is  better  than  the  double  plug  (in  the  lat- 
ter the  upper  and  under  parts  being  dis- 
tinct, so  that,  after  being  shut  into  the 
gun,  they  could  be  expanded  apart  a  lit- 
tle by  an  external  screw,  for  the  purpose 
of  increased  tightness).  The  single  plug, 
or  breeck-block,  is  more  simple,  requires 
less  care,  and  is  held  tightly  enough  by 
the  female  screw  inside,  as  already  shown. 
In  1861  Krupp  had  adopted  the  single-plug 
breech-loading  gun  invented  by  Wahren- 
dorf.  a  Swede,  and  rifled  it  for  the  Aus- 
trian service,  but  the  double  arrangement 
was  made  for  Prussia  until  1865,  when 
it  was  discarded.  Probably  it  was  real- 
ized about  the  same  time  that  re-enforce- 
ment by  hoops  was  necessary.  At  anj' 
rate,  improvements  went  on  till  no  more 
Krupp  guns  burst.  Out  of  18.000  guns 
made  here  and  used,  22  have  burst, 
in  all.  Of  these,  17  were  from  6400  guns 
constructed  on  a  system  abandoned  in 
1870.  Of  those  made  after,  only  1  in  2300 
have  burst.  During  the  late  Franco- 
German  Avar,  when  such  vast  numbers  of 
his  field-guns  were  used — many  of  them 
liaving  been  subjected  to  a  strain  of  nearly 
3000  discharges — not  one  burst,  and  only 
one  accident  occurred,  this  being  to  a  lield- 
ffun  whose  breech-block  was  not  tightlv 


closed  before  firing.  This  must  have  been 
through  some  fault  in  the  chain  whicli 
regulates  the  extent  to  which  the  breech- 
block can  be  drawn  out  or  thrust  in. 
After  the  explosion  of  an  old  9^-inch 
gun  in  1879  its  breech  was  found  unin- 
jured. 

The  subject  of  recoil  has  engaged  a 
good  deal  of  attention  at  Essen,  and  it  is 
a  wonder  that  Mr.  Maxim's  method  of 
utilizing  recoil  was  not  discovered  there. 
The  force  of  recoil  in  the  Krupp  gun  is 
drawn  aside  from  the  gun-carriage  by 
two  cylinders  of  glycerine,  with  pistons 
perforated  at  the  edges.  The  shock  drives 
the  pistons  against  the  glycerine,  whicli 
is  forced  through  the  perforations.  In 
the  similar  contrivance  in  English  guns, 
water  is  used,  and  in  American,  petrole- 
um. The  reason  for  the  use  of  glycerine 
is  probably  because,  in  case  of  a  leak,  the 
glycerine  would  ooze  out  too  slowly  to  lose 
its  effect  at  once.  Moreover,  glycerine  is 
less  likely  to  freeze  than  water,  and  it  is 
more  elastic. 

The  collection  of  guns  chronologically 
arranged  in  a  large  room  connected  with 
the  works,  from  the  rudest  to  the  most 
perfect,  is  of  extreme  scientific  interest, 
especially  when  connected  with  the  results 
of  each  improvement.  These  are  record- 
ed in  careful  reports,  and  in  many  cases  il- 
lustrated, not  merely  by  diagrams,  but  by 
perforated  plates.  As  in  nature  an  infin- 
itesimal change  of  form  may  result  in  an 
immeasurable  change  of  function — a  grain- 
weight  more  or  less  in  a  wing  bone  decid- 
ing whether  an  animal  shall  be  earth- 
bound  or  soar  in  the  sky — so  have  the 
slight  changes  already  referred  to,  as  the 
rounding  of  a  tiny  angle  or  use  of  a  rim 
of  copper,  been  represented  in  vast  results. 
In  most  cases  such  results  have  been  reach- 
ed gradually,  one  modification  drawing  on 
othei*s,  until  a  total  of  increased  power  is 
attained,  but  in  other  cases  there  appear  to 
have  been  leaps.  The  exclusive  use  of 
crucible  steel  for  cannon,  leading  to  per- 
fection of  means  for  making  it.  has  been 
followed  by  an  increase  of  lightness  in  gun 
organization,  which  renders  possible  an 
enormous  increase  of  calibre.  Here  is  a 
10-incli  gun,  calibre  35—?.^..  35  times  as 
long  as  the  diameter  of  its  bore — which 
weighs  only  21  tons.  There  was  shown 
me  a  plate  combined  of  12  inches  of  iron, 
2  inches  wood-packing,  and  a  second  iron 
plate  of  8  inches  thickness,  making  a  com- 
pact mass,  which  had  been  pierced  by  shot 
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from  this  gun.  The  9. 4  shot  was  propelled 
by  165  pounds  of  }X)wder;  the  distance 
was  491  feet,  and  after  passing  throug-h  the 
treble  plate,  the  shot  actually  went  1  mile 
and  642  yards  beyond.  An  old  wronght- 
iron  gun  would  have  had  to  be  unmanage- 
ably large,  thick, and  heavy  to  do  anything 
like  that,  and  would  never  have  fired  an- 
other shot.  In  modem  gun-making  mere 
bulkiness  is  got  rid  of,  as  in  nature  the 
megatherium  has  been  got  rid  of,  the  in- 
creased size  of  guns  representing  an  in- 
crease of  power  rendered  possible  by  re- 
finement of  material,  and  the  hnmaniza- 
tion  of  horse-power  in  machinery  for  man- 
aging and  moving  large  masse^. 

Chief-Engineer  King,  in  his  War  Ships 
and  Navies  of  the  World,  pronounces  the 
71-ton  Krupp  gun  ^Hhe  most  powerful 
breech-loading  gun  ever  constructed  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,"  and  holds  it  su- 
perior to  the  100-ton  Armstrong.  The 
71-ton  is  32  feet  9  inches  long,  greatest 
diameter,  5  feet  6 
inches ;  length  of 
bore,  28  feet  7  inch- 
es; diameter  of  bore, 
15.75  inches;  diam- 
eter of  powder-cham- 
ber, 17.32  inches. 
Over  the  tube  (of 
two  parts,  neatly 
jointedj  are  4  cyl- 
inders, and  a  ring 
around  the  breech. 
It  is  rifled  with  a 
uniform  twist  of  1 
in  45.     It  is  impo!5- 


sible  to  fire  it  until  the  breech  is  fully 
closed.  The  back  of  the  breech-block  is 
rounded  like  the  letter  D.  It  holds  a  max- 
imum charge  of  4S5  pounds  of  powder,  car- 
rying a  chilled  iron  she  ~  -^ .  8  pounds. 
This  is  the  gun  that  :  -  so  many 
fortresses.  It  is  q  uasi-miraculous  that  this 
mass  can  be  so  easily  moved. 

The  huge  rock  at  St.  Petersbui^  on 
which  the  statue  of  Peter  the  Great  stands 
had  to  be  moved  by  a  regiment  of  men, 
because  horses  were  not  intelligent  enough 
to  combine  and  concentrate  their  force  at 
a  signal ;  heavier  masses  are  easily  moved 
in  modem  establishments  by  machinery 
which  answers  a  touch.  A  whole  ^5say 
might  be  written  on  the  machinery  in 
Erupp's  works  for  raising  and  transport- 
ing heavy  masses.  One  they  called  by  an 
English  name,  the  '"lifting- jack,*'  which  I 
respectfully  wrote  down  ''L.  John,  Esq.," 
so  neatly  did  this  small  machine,  weighing 
some  25  jHOunds,  lift  its  25.000.  It  could 
not  be  done  without  brains. 
But  everywhere  here  iron 
and  steel  seem  to  think  and 
act  intelligently-  There 
are  mountain  guns  to  be 
borne  by  mules — ^three  an- 
imals for  each,  with  its  ap- 
paratus— and  in  the  mod- 
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eis  cannon  and  mule  seem  one  organ- 
ism. The  larger  guns  wear  their  jackets 
like  gentlemanly  barbarians,  and  their 
hoops  like  ladies.  One  beauty  modestly 
screens  hei^self  fi*om  observation — a  gush- 
ing yoimg  siren  of  40  centimeters,  created 
by  Mr.  Krupp  to  stand  on  a  coast  behind 
her  blinds  lof  hartlened  iron>.  while  darting 
fatal  glances  from  her  dark  eye  at  the  un- 
happy voyager  she  may  wish  to  captivate. 
And  what  shall  be  said  of  the  time-fuses  ? 
These  burly  projectiles  look  like  business 
men,  hard  and  punctual,  watch  in  hand. 
They  mean  business,  and  if  they  are  en- 
gaged to  Tisit  a  ship  at  a  certain  second, 
and  load  it  with  iron  fragments,  they  will 
not  fail. 

Lately  I  sat  in  the  Reichstag  gallery  at 
Berlin  beside  a  young  lady  who  was  eager 
to  identify  the  members.  ' "  Who  is  that 
death's-head  man  sitting  near  Bismarck  V 
she  inquired.  It  proved  to  be  Moltke. 
The  description  was  perfect,  notwithstand- 
ing the  intelligence  that  fills  the  fleshless 
face.  About  the  same  time  that  Indo- 
Grermanic  Siva  answered  a  Peace  Associa- 
tion which  had   addressed   him.   "Your 


dream  is  not  merely  unpractical,  it  is  not 
even  beautiful.**  Reading  his  vigorous 
statement  of  the  advantages  of  war,  one 
could  concede  some  of  it.  and  add  that 
war  has  recently  crushed  Ccesarism  in 
France  and  slavery  in  America.  I  saw 
that  same  most  accomplished  commander 
of  Europe  at  the  head  of  his  armies  gazing 
upon  the  battle  which  was  transforming 
the  King  of  Prussia  beside  him  into  the 
Emperor  of  a  united  Grermany.  On  every 
hand  were  armies  advancing  to  the  work 
of  death  and  destruction,  and  these  Krupp 
guns  strewn  about  the  works  at  Essen 
were  there  visible  as  glittering  vertebrge 
of  mighty  serpents  creeping  onward  and 
breathing  fire  upon  the  villages  of  France. 
They  were,  in  a  sense,  as  much  forces  of 
nature  as  the  thunder  and  lightning  they 
seemed  to  organize.  Yet  were  they  the 
monster  saurians  of  a  national  develop- 
ment to  be  attained  only  through  their 
extinction.  They  are  rude  pioneei-s  of  a 
civilization  whose  peaceful  abodes  shall 
be  paved  with  their  fossil  bones.  These 
can  not  be  the  final  arbiters  between  cul- 
tured  races  and  nations,  auy  more  than 
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the  bowie-knife  and  revolver  can  be  arbi- 
ters between  man  and  man,  home  and 
home,  in  society.  While  they  last,  they 
possess  p]]enomenal  and  scientific  inter- 
est. They  are  tlje  instruments  that  make 
contemporary  history,  and  are  moulding 
tlie  future  of  humanity.  Meantime  the 
friend  of  ])eace  may  find  satisfaction  in 
the  reflection  that  this  vast  progress  in 
the  instruments  of  war  is  steadily  re- 
ducing the  warrior  to  extinction.  France 
has  in  one  of  her  gun-foundries  a  h  undred- 
ton  hammer,  but  where  is  her  Bonaparte  ? 
A  Frenchman  in  London,  irritated  because 
England  did  not  help  liis  country  against 
Germany,  said  to  an  English  lady,  "Ah, 
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grown  ^populations  on  the  means  of 
subsistence.  The  struggle  for  exist- 
ence daily  assumes  more  and  more  the 
character  of  w^ar;  Labor  and  Capital 
have  become  camps  ;  and  the  Trade- 
Union  brings  men  under  laws  almost 
as  arbitrary  as  those  of  the  battle-field. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  alliances  be- 
tween Labor  and  Capital  in  some  large 
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this  is  still,  as  the  great  Napoleon  said,  a 
nation  of  shoj^-keepers  !"  "  But,  mon- 
sieur,'' returned  the  English  lady,  "one 
must  not  take  such  sayings  too  serious- 
ly; for  instance,  we  used  to  be  told  that 
France  was  a  nation  of  soldiers."  Facts 
permitted  monsieur  no  retort,  but  a  cen- 
tury hence  Frenchmen  may  rejoice  in  a 
transformation  of  tlieir  cliaracter  by  which, 
for  the  moment,  they  are  humiliated. 

However  satisfactory  it  may  be  that 
the  w^arrior  should  disappear  in  the  ma- 
chine, it  is  not  pleasant  to  reflect  that  the 
workman  who  makes  the  machine  may 
possibly  disappear  in  the  same  way.  The 
industrial  age  largely  inherits  the  habits 
of  the  military  age,  and  these  are  encour- 
aged by   the  immense  pressure  of  over- 
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establishments  seem  to  be  equally  ques- 
tionable as  to  their  effect  on  the  laborer. 
The  system  of  this  kind  which  has  been 
established  by  Mr.  Krupp  interested  me 
very  much,  but   it   woukl   require    more 
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study  than  I  was  able  to  g^ive  it  to  make 
confident  generalizations. 

In  1S63  Mr.  Kriipp  found  that  the  ac- 
commodations of  Essen  were  insufficient 
for  the  increasing  niiml>er  of  workmen 
demanded  by  his  establishment,  and  built 
140  dwellings  suitable  for  their  needs. 
From  vear  to  vear  other  "colonies"  were 


suites  is  from  ^16  50  to  .<45.  In  the  bach- 
elors' boarding-house  the  cost  per  man  is 
twenty  cents,  and  in  the  si>ecial  board- 
ing-house mentioned,  twenty-seven  cents, 
per  day.  Each  editice  of  *"  flats"  has  a 
garden  large  enough  for  the  children  to 
play  in.  The  women  living  in  the  "flats" 
which  I  visited  seemed  cheerful,  and  said 


formed,  and  to-day  there  are  around  Elssen 
nearly  4(»CK)  family  dwellings,  in  which 
more  than  16.0CK»  individuals  reside.  In 
addition.  lx)ai*ding-houses  have  been  erect- 
ed for  unmarried  laborers.  alx)ut  SOOO  of 
whom  are  thus  accommodated.  One  of 
these  is  of  a  superior  kind,  for  the  better 
class  of  skilled  workmen.  There  are  also 
150  dwellings  for  officials  in  the  service  of 
the  firm.  The  colonies  possess  little  pre- 
tension to  architectural  beauty,  but  the 
streets  through  them  are  wide,  well  kept, 
and  well  lighted.  The  dwellings  are  in 
suites  of  three  and  four  rooms,  not  large, 
but  comfortable,  and  with  good  water  ar- 
rangements.    The  annual  rent   of  these 


they  found  their  dwellings  healthy  and 
comfortable,  though  I  was  puzzled  to  think 
Avhere  all  the  children  I  saw  could  be 
stowed  away.  Mr.  Krupp  has  provided 
one  or  two  bathing  esiablishments.  though 
the  arrangements  for  bathing  are  far 
from  complete,  and.  especially,  I  could 
discover  none  for  women.  There  are  two 
hospitals,  one  reserved  in  case  of  epi- 
demics. There  is  an  unsectarian  free 
school  and  six  industrial  schools  (^one  for 
adults j.  two  for  females,  the  fee  being 
fifty  cents  a  month,  of  which  the  poor  ai*e 
relieved.  Mr.  Krupp  has  built  several 
churches.  Protestant  and  Catholic,  for  the 
use  of  his  workmen  and  their  families. 
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There  is  a  "  Sick  and  Pensions  Fund,"  of 
which  every  foreman  and  workman  is  re- 
quired to  be  a  member.  Each  pays  half 
a  day's  pay  as  entrance  fee,  and  an  an- 
nual fee  proportioned  to  his  wages.  But 
Mr,  Krupp  pays  half  of  every  member's 
contribution.  In  case  of  illness  or  acci- 
dent each  has  free  medical  or  surgical 
treatment,  and  at  death  his  funeral  ex- 
penses are  paid.  Excellent  physicians 
and  surgeons,  among  them  an  oculist, 
are  kept  at  fixed  salaries,  and  there  are 
three  large  surgeries  connected  with  these 
brick  ambulances  for  the  fallen  soldiers 
of  Toil.  For  an  additional  fee  of  one  dol- 
lar, each  workman  may  secure  free  medi- 
cal treatment  for  his  wife  and  children. 
The  annual  surplus  of  this  fund  aver- 
ages about  $250,000,  the  administration  of 
which  sum  is  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
of  six,  chosen  (as  I  understand)  by  the 
workmen,  the  chairman  being  appointed 
by  Mr.  Krupp.  Pensions  are  paid  to  men 
who  have  been  permanently  disabled  in 
the  works,  and  temporary  support  given 
to  those  whose  inability  to  work  is  certi- 
fied by  two  of  the  physicians.  The  high- 
est pension  is  $25  monthly,  the  average 
being  $14  monthly.  The  average  pen- 
sion given  to  widows  is  about  $8  50.  Mr. 
Krupp  is  personally  liberal,  and  never 
hears  of  a  faithful  workman  or  his  fam- 
ily in  distress  without  sending  him  a  sub- 
stantial gift.  He  has  also  secured  at  low 
rates  arrangements  with  a  number  of  life- 
insurance  companies,  of  which  the  work- 
men may  avail  themselves,  each  selecting 
the  company  he  prefers.  To  this  Life-in- 
surance Union  Mr.  Krupp  x^resented  .  in 
1877  capital  for  a  reserve  fund,  $12,500, 


which  by  this  time  amounts  to  $15,000, 
from  which  indigent  members  are  sup- 
ported by  payment  of  the  premium  in 
case  of  sickness  or  urgent  need. 

The  most  important  institution  estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Krupp  is  the  "Supply 
Store."  There  is  a  great  central  build- 
ing, and  connected  with  it  are  twenty- 
seven  shops  in  places  convenient  to  the 
"colonies,"  by  which,  on  a  rigidly  cash 
system,  nearly  all  articles  desired  by  any 
individual  or  family  may  be  bought  at 
cost  price.  There  is  a  vast  bakery,  a 
slaughter-house,  and  stores  of  every  kind 
of  clothing,  iron-wares,  furniture — every- 
thing. One  may  buy  here  good  cigars 
and  wholesome  beer.  There  are  seven 
beer-houses,  with  skittle-grounds,  a  turn- 
hall,  a  gymnasium.  The  advantages  of 
all  these  establishments  are  not  limited  to 
persons  connected  with  the  works,  so  that 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  trade  can 
flourish  at  Essen  apart  from  the  supply 
stores  of  Krupp. 

I  was  surprised  at  finding  that  there  is 
no  regular  theatre  in  Essen.  There  are 
two  orderly  and  respectable  beer-saloons 
in  which  theatrical  representations  are 
given  from  time  to  time  by  peripatetic 
players.  The  performances  I  witnessed 
in  both  were  remarkably  good,  and  wit- 
nessed by  uncomfortable  crowds,  but 
among  these  I  saw  few  that  appeared  to 
belong  to  the  workmen's  families.  Per- 
haps it  would  have  been  otherwise  on  a 
Sunday  evening.  However,  one  of  Mr. 
Krupp's  friends  told  me  that  he  would  no 
doubt  build  a  theatre  if  one  were  desired 
by  the  work-people.  It  was,  he  thought, 
pretty  certain  that  they  would  not  attend 
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any  such  entertainments  that  could  be 
provided,  I  can  account  for  this  only  in 
one  way.  The  Kru])))  works  never  pause 
entirely  except  for  Sunday .  The  niglit 
workmen  are  comparatively  few.  howev- 
er, and  have  only  to  keep  the  furnaces, 
eng-ines,  etc..  in  readiness  for  the  next 
daj^'s  labor,  and  watch  the  pieces  requir- 
ing continuous  heating  and  attention. 
The  furnace  hands  work  twelve,  all  oth- 
ers thirteen,  hours  per  day.  One  hour 
and  a  half  is  allowed  for  three  meals, 
and  for  the  ration  of  whiskey  which  the 
workman  regards  as  essential  to  his  life 
under  such  conditions.  Even  if  such 
hours  allowed  any  time  for  amusement, 
weariness  would  forbid  it  on  any  day 
except  Sunday,  even  if  that  can  be  ex- 
cepted for  a  man  who  has  worked  sev- 
enty-two or  seventy-eight  hours  of  the 
week  amid  heat  and  soot.  It  is  to  be 
feared    that    such    continuous    toil    must 


foster  a  mental  torpor  hardly  consistent 
with  keen  interest  in  the  drama.  On 
Sunday  and  on  holidays  the  tired  labor- 
er recovers  for  a  little  what  individual  hu- 
manity is  left  him.  The  stern  numdate 
for  him  is:  "Six  days  .shalt  thou  be  a 
rolling  machine,  and  on  the  seventh  a 
num  with  wife  and  children.''  He  ac- 
cepts his  oi'ders  ])assively;  he  does  not 
know  what  it  is  to  strike;  when  his  holi- 
day comes  he  lights  his  pipe,  walks  in  the 
fields  with  his  family  if  weather  permit, 
and  spends  the  evening  with  conn*ades 
at  the  beer-house.  The  Essender  work- 
man is  not  brutal;  lie  does  not,  like  the 
provincial  P^nglish  laborer,  stimulate  his 
jaded  energies  with  cock-fights  or  dog- 
lights;  at  the  same  time  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  that  inward  hunger  which  leads 
the  English  workman  to  demand  his  elab- 
orate Sunday  paper  and  his  variety  enter- 
tainment. 
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Oli,    THE     MISTAKP^S     OF    A    XICIIT.— A     COMEDY 
BY  OLIVER  GOLDSMITH. 


ACT   FOURTH. 
Enter  Hastings  and  Miss  Xkville. 

Hast.  You  surprise  me ;  Sir  ('harles  Marlow  expected,  licre  this  night ! 
Where  have  you  had  your  information  *. 

Miss  Nev.  Yon  may  depend  upon  it.  I  just  saw  liis  letter  to  Mr.  i lard- 
castle,  in  which  he  tells  him  he  intends  setting  out  a  few  hours  after  his  son. 

Hast.  Then,  my  Constance,  all  must  l)e  completed  before  he  arrives.  He 
knows  me ;  and  should  he  find  me  here,  would  discover  my  name,  and  perhaj^s 
my  designs,  to  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Miss  Xey.     The  jewels,  I  hope,  are  safe  i 

Hast.  Y"es,  yes.  I  have  sent  them  to  Marlow,  who  keeps  the  keys  of  our 
baggage.  In  the  mean  time  I'll  go  to  prepare  matters  for  our  elopement.  I 
have  had  the  Squire's  promise  of  a  fresh  pair  of  horses ;  and  if  I  should  not 
see  him  again,  Avill  Avrite  him  further  directions.  {Exit. 

Miss  Nev.  Well,  success  attend  you  I  In  the  mean  time  Ell  go  and  amuse 
my  aunt  with  the  old  pretense  of  a  violent  passion  for  my  cousin.  {Exit. 

Enter  ^xr\.ov,\  folloived  hy  a  Servant. 

Mael.  I  wonder  what  Hastings  could  mean  by  sending  me  so  valuable  a 
thing  as  a  casket  to  keep  for  him,  when  he  knows  the  only  place  I  have  is  the 
seat  of  a  post-coach  at  an  inn  door  I  Have  you  deposited  the  casket  with  the 
landlady,  as  I  ordered  you?     Have  you  put  it  into  her  own  hands? 

Ser.     Yes,  your  honor. 
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Mael.     She  said  slieVl  keep  it  safe,  did  she  ( 

Ser.     Yes,  she  said  she'd  keep  it  safe  enough  ;  she  asked  me  how  I  came  by 
it ;  and  she  said  she  had  a  great  mind  to  make  me  give  an  account  of  myself. 

[J^xit  Servant. 


''  GIVE    ME    JOY,  GEORGE  !" 


Mael.  Ha  I  ha  !  ha  I  They're  safe,  however.  What  an  unaccountable  set 
of  beings  have  we  got  amongst  I  This  little  bar-maid,  though,  runs  in  my  head 
most  strangely,  and  drives  out  the  absurdities  of  all  the  rest  of  the  family. 
She's  mine,  she  must  be  mine,  or  I'm  greatly  mistaken. 

Enter  Hastings. 

Hast.  Bless  me  I  I  quite  forgot  to  tell  her  that  I  intended  to  prepare  at 
the  bottom  of  the  garden.     Marlow  here,  and  in  spirits  too  1 

Mael.  Give  me  joy,  George  I  Crown  me.  shadow  me  with  laurels  I  TTell, 
George,  after  all,  we  modest  fellows  don't  want  for  success  among  the  women. 

Hast.  Some  women,  you  mean.  But  what  success  has  your  honors  mod- 
est v  been  crowned  with  now,  that  it  grows  so  insolent  upon  us  ? 
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Marl.  Didn't  yon  see  tlie  tempting,  brisk,  lovely  little  tiling  that  runs 
about  the  house  with  a  bunch  of  keys  to  its  girdle  'i 

Hast.     Well,  and  what  then  ? 

Marl.  She's  mine,  you  rogue  you.  Such  fire,  such  motion,  such  eyes,  such 
lips  !  but,  egad  !  she  w^ould  not  let  me  kiss  them  though. 

Hast.     But  are  you  so  sure,  so  very  sure,  of  her  ? 

Marl.  Why,  man,  she  talked  of  showing  me  her  work  above-stairs,  and  I 
am  to  approve  the  pattern. 

Hast.     But  how  can  you,  Charles,  go  about  to  rob  a  woman  of  her  honor ! 

Marl.  Pshaw  !  pshaw  !  We  all  know  the  honor  of  the  bar-maid  of  an  inn. 
I  don't  intend  to  rob  her,  take  my  word  for  it ;  there's  nothing  in  this  house 
I  sha'n't  honestly  pay  for. 

Hast.     I  believe  the  girl  has  virtue. 

Marl.  And  if  she  has,  I  should  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  that  would 
attempt  to  corrupt  it. 

Hast.  You  have  taken  care,  I  hope,  of  the  casket  I  sent  you  to  lock  up? 
It's  in  safety  ? 

Marl.  Yes,  yes.  It's  safe  enough.  I  liave  taken  care  of  it.  But  how 
could  you  think  the  seat  of  a  post-coach  at  an  inn  door  a  place  of  safety?  Ah! 
numskull !  I  have  taken  better  precautions  for  you  than  you  did  for  yourself. 
I  have — 

Hast.     AVhat  ? 

Marl.     I  have  sent  it  to  the  landlady  to  keep  for  you. 

Hast.     To  the  landlady  ! 

Marl.     The  landlady. 

IIast.     You  did  ? 

Marl.     I  did.     She's  to  be  answerable  for  its  forthcoming,  you  know. 

Hast.     Yes,  she'll  bring  it  forth  with  a  witness. 

]\rARL.  AVasn't  I  right?  I  believe  you'll  allow  that  1  acted  ])rudently  upon 
this  occasion. 

Hast.     (Aside.)     He  must  not  see  my  uneasiness. 

Makl.  You  seem  a  little  disconcerted  though,  nietliiidvs.  Sure  nothing  lias 
hapj)ened  ( 

Hasp.  Xo,  nothing.  Xever  was  in  better  spirits  in  all  my  life.  And  so 
you  left  it  with  the  landlady,  who,  no  doubt,  very  readily  undertook  the 
charge. 

Makf,.      KatliiM-  too  readily.      F(»r  she  not  <»nly  ke])t  the  ca>ker,  but,  through 
hei-  i;-n'at  j)r('('aution,  was  going  to  kei'p  the  messenger  tuu.      Ila!   ha!   ha  I 
Hast.      He  I   he!   he  I      They're  safe,  however. 

Marl.      ^Vs  a  guim-a  in  a  miser's  purse. 

Hast.     (Aside.)     So  now  all  ho])es  of  fortune  are  at  an  <  iid.  and  wi'  must  set 

oil  without  it.     {To  Jiiin.)   Well,  Charles,  I'll  leave  you  to  your  meditations  on 

the  pretty  bar-maid,  and — he!   \\v\  he  I — may  you  l)e  as  saccessful  fur  yourself 

as  you  have  been  for  nie  !  [^iLJCit. 

Makl.      Thank  ye,  George  :   1  a>k  no  more.      Ila!   ha!   ha! 

Juifrr  H akihastle. 

IIakd.  1  no  lonirer  know  my  own  house.  It's  turned  all  topsy-turvy.  His 
servants   have   irot   drunk   already.      I'll    bi-ar  it   no   longer:  and  yet.  from  my 
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respect  for  his  father,  1*11  be  calm.  [To  him.)  Mr.  Marlow,  yuur  servant.  I'm 
your  very  humble  servant.     [Boin'oKj  low.) 

^Iakl.     Sir,  your  humble  servant.     [Aside.)  AVhat's  to  be  the  wonder  now  ? 

II  AKi>.  I  l)elieve,  sir.  you  must  be  sensible,  sir.  that  no  man  alive  ought  to 
be  nK»re  welcome  than  your  father's  son,  sir.     I  hope  you  think  so  i 

Makl.  I  do,  from  my  soul,  sir.  1  don't  want  much  entreaty.  I  generally 
make  my  father's  son  welcome  wherever  he  goes. 

Hard.  I  believe  you  do,  from  my  soul,  sir.  Ihit  though  1  say  nothing  to 
your  own  conduct,  that  of  your  servants  is  insutferable.  Their  manner  of 
drinking  is  setting  a  very  bad  example  in  this  house,  I  assure  you. 

Marl.  I  protest,  my  very  good  sir,  that  is  no  fault  of  mine.  If  they  dun't 
drink  as  they  ought,  they  are  to  blame.  I  ordered  them  not  to  spare  the  cellar. 
I  did,  I  assure  you.  {To  the  side  scene.)  Here,  let  one  of  my  servants  come  up. 
(To  him.)  My  positive  directions  were,  that  as  I  did  not  drink  myself,  they 
sliould  make  up  for  my  deticiencies  below. 

Hard.     Then  they  had  your  ordei*s  for  wliat  they  do  i     I'm  satislied  I 

Marl.     They  had.  I  assure  you.     Y<>u  shall  hear  from  one  of  themselves. 

Eiittrr  Servant,  dimit'k. 

Marl.  You.  Jeremy  I  Come  forward,  sirrah  I  AVhat  were  my  orders  \ 
Were  you  not  told  to  drink  freely,  and  call  for  what  you  tliouglit  lit.  for  the 
good  of  the  house  { 

Hard,     i^lv///'  .i     I  begin  to  lose  my  patience  \ 

Jer.  Please  your  honor,  liberty  and  Fleet  Street  for  ever.  Though  I'm 
but  a  servant,  I'm  as  good  as  another  man.  I'll  drink  for  no  man  before  su]>- 
per,  sir.  damme!  Good  liquor  will  sit  upon  a  good  supper,  but  a  good  supper 
will  not  sit  upon — hiccough — upon  my  conscience,  sir. 

Marl.  You  see.  my  old  friend,  the  fellow  is  as  drunk  as  he  can  possibly  be. 
I  don't  know  what  you'd  have  more,  unless  you'd  have  the  poor  devil  s<.>used 
in  a  beer-barrel. 

Hard.  Zounds  I  he'll  drive  me  distracted,  if  I  contain  myself  any  longer. 
Mr.  Marlow — sir:  I  have  submitted  to  your  insolence  for  more  tlian  four 
hours,  and  I  see  no  likelihood  of  its  coming  to  an  end.  I'm  now  resolved  to 
be  master  here,  sir ;  and  I  desire  that  you  and  your  drunken  pack  may  leave 
my  house  directly. 

Marl.  Leave  your  house  I  Sure  you  jest,  my  good  friend  !  What '.  wlien 
I'm  doing  what  I  can  to  please  you  \ 

Hard.  I  tell  you.  sir,  you  don't  please  me :  so  I  desire  you'll  leave  niy 
house. 

Majil.  Sure  you  can  not  be  serious  '.  At  this  time  o*  niolit.  and  such  a  niglit '. 
You  only  mean  to  banter  me. 

Hard.  I  tell  yon,  sir,  I'm  serious  I  And  now  that  my  passions  are  roused, 
I  say  this  house  is  mine,  sir ;  this  house  is  mine,  and  I  command  you  to  leave 
it  directly. 

Mabl.  Ha  I  ha  I  ha  I  A  puddle  in  a  storm.  I  slia'nt  stir  a  step,  I  assure 
you.  [In  a  serious  tone.)  This  your  house,  fellow  I  It's  my  house.  Tliis  is 
my  house.  Mine,  while  I  choose  to  stay.  What  right  liave  you  to  bid  me 
leave  this  house,  sir '(  I  ne^'er  met  with  such  impudence,  curse  me ;  never  in 
mv  whole  life  before  I 
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zounds!  he'll  drive  me  distracted. 


Haed      Kor  I,  confound  me  if  ever  I  did.     To  come  to  my  house,  to  call 

orders  :V"  ?T  T  '"*  °'  '"•^  ^^^-  °^-"''  t«  "-^^It  tJ^e  family  to 

Bv  «11  t^  7  ?  g-'t  drunk,  and  then  to  tell  me,  "This  house  is  mine,  s  r." 

Bj  all  thats  impudent,  it  makes  me  laugh.  Ha!  ha!  ha!  Pray,  sir  (5fmfe,-- 
m^),  as  you  ake  the  house,  what  think  you  of  taking  the  rest  of  the  funX-e  « 
There  s  a  pan-  of  silver  candlesticks,  and  there's  a  fi?e-screen.  and  there's  a  pair 
of  brazen-nosed  bellows ;  perhaps  you  may  take  a  fancy  to  them  ^ 
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Mael.  Bring  me  vour  l>ill.  >Ir,  briiiij:  nie  your  l)ill.  and  let's  make  no  more 
words  about  it. 

Hard.  There  are  a  set  of  prints,  too.  AVliat  think  you  of  tlie  Hake's 
Progress  for  vour  own  apartment  ( 

Mael.  Bring  me  vour  hill  1  say:  and  I'll  leave  yon  and  your  infernal 
house  directly. 

Hard.     Then  there's  a  mahogany  table  that  you  may  see  your  own  face  in. 

Marl.     My  bill,  I  say. 

Hard.  I  had  forgot  the  great  chair  for  your  own  particidar  slumbers,  after 
a  hearty  meal. 

Marl.     Zounds  I  bring  me  my  bill.  I  say.  and  let's  hear  no  more  on't. 

Hard,  Young  man,  young  man,  from  your  father's  letter  to  me,  I  was 
taught  to  expect  a  well-bred,  modest  man  as  a  visitor  here :  but  now  I  find  liim 
no  better  than  a  coxcomb  and  a  bully.  But  he  will  be  down  here  presently, 
and  shall  hear  more  of  it.  \^E.cd. 

Marl.  How's  this  \  Sure  I  have  not  mistaken  the  house  \  Everything 
looks  like  an  inn  :  the  servants  cry.  Coming :  the  attendance  is  awkward  ;  the 
bar -maid,  too.  to  attend  us.  But  she's  here,  and  will  further  inform  me. 
Whither  so  fast,  child  \     A  word  with  vou. 
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Enter  Miss  Haedcastle. 

Miss  Haed.  Let  it  be  short,  tlien.  I'm  in  a  harry.  {Aside')  I  believe  he 
begins  to  Unci  out  his  mistake.     But  it's  too  soon  quite  to  undeceive  him. 

Mael.  Pray,  child,  answer  me  one  question.  What  are  you,  and  what  may 
your  business  in  this  house  be  ? 

Miss  Haed.     A  relation  of  the  family,  sir. 

Mael.     AVhat  I  a  poor  relation  { 

Miss  Haed.  Yes.  sir,  a  poor  relation,  appointed  to  keep  the  keys,  and  to 
see  that  the.gnests  want  nothing  in  my  power  to  give  them. 

M-rOiL.     That  is,  you  act  as  bar-maid  of  this  inn. 

Miss  Haed.  Inn  I  Oh.  law  !  what  brought  that  in  your  head  \  One  of  the 
best  families  in  the  county  keep  an  inn  I  Ha  !  ha  I  ha  ! — old  Mr.  Hard  castle's 
house  an  inn  I 

Mael.     Mr.  Hardcastle's  house  I     Is  this  Mr.  Hardcastle's  house,  child  ? 

Miss  Haed.     Ay,  sure !     TThose  else  should  it  be  \ 

Mael.  So,  then,  all's  out.  and  I  liaA'e  been  damnably  imposed  on.  Oh,  con- 
found my  stujDid  head,  I  shall  be  laughed  at  over  the  whole  town  I  I  shall  be 
stuck  up  in  caricatura  in  all  the  print-shops.  The  DuUissimo  Maccaroni.  To 
mistake  this  house,  of  all  others,  for  an  inn.  and  my  father's  old  friend  for  an 
innkeeper !  What  a  swaggering  puppy  must  he  take  me  for  I  TThat  a  silly 
puppy  do  I  find  myself  I  There,  again,  may  I  be  hang'd.  my  dear,  but  I  mis- 
took you  for  the  bar-maid. 

Miss  Haed.  Dear  me  I  dear  me  I  I'm  sure  there's  nothing  in  my  behavior 
to  put  me  upon  a  level  with  one  of  that  stamp. 

Mael.  Nothing,  my  dear,  nothing.  But  I  was  in  for  a  list  of  blunders,  and 
could  not  help  making  you  a  subscriber.  My  stupidity  saw  evervthinff  the 
wrong  way.  I  mistook  your  assiduity  for  assurance,  and  your  simj^licity  for 
allurement.     But  it's  over.     This  house  I  no  more  show  my  face  in. 

Miss  Haed.  I  hope.  sir.  I  have  done  nothing  to  disoblige  you.  I'm  sure  I 
should  be  sorry  to  alfront  any  gentleman  who  has  been  so  j)olite,  and  said  so 
many  civil  things  to  me.  I'm  sure  I  should  be  sorry  \ pretending  to  cry)  if  he 
left  the  family  upon  my  account.  I'm  sure  I  should  be  sorry  peojDle  said  anv- 
thing  amiss,  since  I  have  no  fortime  but  my  character. 

Mael.  {Aside.)  By  Heaven  I  she  weeps.  This  is  the  first  mark  of  tender- 
ness I  ever  had  from  a  modest  woman,  and  it  touches  me.  {To  her.)  Excuse 
me,  my  lovely  girl :  you  are  the  only  part  of  the  family  I  leave  with  reluc- 
tance. But.  to  be  plain  with  you.  the  difi'erence  of  our  birth,  fortune,  and  edu- 
cation makes  an  honorable  connection  imjDossible  :  and  I  can  never  harbor  a 
thouolit  of  seducino;  simplicitv  that  tnisted  in  mv  honor,  of  brinoino-  ruin 
upon  one  whose  only  fault  was  being  too  lovely. 

Miss  Haed.  {Aside.)  Generous  man !  I  now  begin  to  admire  him.  (To 
hira^  But  I  am  sure  my  family  is  as  good  as  Miss  Hardcastle's;  and  though 
I'm  poor,  that's  no  great  misfortune  to  a  contented  mind ;  and,  until  this  mo- 
ment. I  never  thought  that  it  was  bad  to  want  fortune. 

Mael.     And  Avhy  now.  my  pretty  simplicity  \ 

Miss  Haed.  Because  it  puts  me  at  a  distance  from  one  that,  if  I  had  a  thou- 
sand pounds.  I  would  give  it  all  to. 

Mael.     \  Aside.)     This  simplicity  bewitches  me.  so  that  if  I  stay.  I'm  un- 
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f-'^i^ 


BY    HEAVEN  !    SIIK    AVEEPS. 


done.  I  uu>st  .nake  one  bold  effort,  and  leave  her.  (To  ^-O  ^0-^ Pa^t^^^^^^^^ 
in  n,y  favor,  my  dear  tonehes  me  n.ost  sens^y  ; -;^— J^^,^  ^i^t-oTthe 
alone,  I  could  easily  iix  my  choice.     But  I  o^ye  too  much  to  p  .^ 

^vorld,  too  nmch  to  the  authority  of  a  father;  so  that-i  can  J    i'^^^^ 

'mS  ntr-   I'ir tew  half  his  merit  till  now.     He  shall  not  gc,  if  1 

ha^pow-ror  art  to  detain  him.  FU  still  ^^^^t^l^r^^^ 
stooped  to  conquer,  hut  will  undeceive  my  papa,  who,  peihap.,  may       g^^^.^^ 

out  of  liis  resolution. 
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BY  CONSTANCE  FENIMORE  WOOLSON. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

MARGARET  HAROLD  was  sitting;  on 
a  bench  at  the  East  Angels  landing. 

It  was  sunset.  Little  rose-colored  clouds, 
dappled  with  pale  lilac,  stretched  in  flaky 
waves  from  the  zenith  far  enough  down 
the  sky  for  her  to  see  them  without  rais- 
ing her  eyes  higher;  between  their  last 
soft  edges  and  the  horizon  extended  a 
broad  band  of  that  clear  green  which  be- 
longs to  Southern  sunsets,  and  in  this  em- 
erald space  shone  brightly  the  evening 
star. 

She  was  in  walking  dress;  her  slender 
figure  was  outlined  in  a  long,  closely  fit- 
ting garment  of  dark  silk.  Her  large  hat, 
with  its  drooping'  plumes,  made  her  face 
look  like  that  of  a  Gainsborough  portrait. 
A  bunch  of  ferns  w^hich  she  had  gathered 
had  slipped  from  her  lap  to  her  feet.  Car- 
los Mateo,  very  stiff,  with  his  breast  fea- 
thers puffed  out,  stood  not  far  distant  on 
the  platform  of  the  landing  surveying 
the  water. 

Somewhere  near,  a  mocking-bird  was 
pouring  forth  a  flood  of  notes,  rioting  in 
melody ;  it  was  marvellous  to  realize  that 
such  a  little  creature  could  produce  from 
his  tiny  throat  matchless  music  like  this, 
now  a  soft  strain  sweet  as  love,  now  a 
flight  of  high  clear  notes  darting  up  high- 
er and  higher  until  they  seemed^to  end  in 
heaven  itself ;  and  then,  while  the  listener 
was  still  there,  where  the  little  bird  had  left 
him,  there  began  a  second  time  the  sweet 
half -melancholy  song  of  love,  and  down 
came  the  hearer  to  listen  again  to  that, 
when  suddenly  the  small  musician  paused, 
and,  as  if  in  wildest  haste,  began  to  imi- 
tate the  songs  of  all  the  birds  he  knew,  one 
after  the  other,  pouring  them  forth  i.n 
such  rapid  succession  that  it  seemed  as  if 
he  must  end  by  choking  himself;  but  he 
did  not;  he  ended  Avith  a  burst  of  w^ild 
little  cries,  like  a  laugh,  and  then  darted 
up  to  the  empyrean  again,  throwing  out 
trills,  as  he  went,  like  a  shower  of  musical 
spray. 

Coming  down  the  live-oak  avenue  now 
appeared  the  figure  of  Celestine. 

"If  you  please,  Miss  Margaret,  Mrs. 
Rutherford  has  sent  me  to  look  for  you." 

"Yes,  I  know;  I  am  very  late  to-night. 
I  will  come  in  now." 
Vol..  LXXII.— No.  430.— 36 


"  There's  no  occasion  for  haste,"  Celes- 
tine answered,  bestowing  a  short  glance 
of  general  inspection  upon  the  lagoon,  the 
tinted  sky,  and  the  stiff'  figure  of  the  crane. 
"What  a  pagan  bird  that  crane  is !" 

"You  hear,  Carlos?"  said  Margaret. 

But  Carlos  was  never  conscious  of  the 
existence  of  Celestine;  he  kept  his  atten- 
tions— his  occasional  nippings,  sentinel- 
like mounting  guard,  and  followings — ex- 
clusively for  his  Southern  friends,  the 
only  exception  being  Margaret,  whose 
presence  he  was  now  beginning  to  tol- 
erate. 

"You  don't  call  that  mocking-bird  a 
pagan,  do  you  ?"  Margaret  asked.  The 
little  creature  had  burst  forth  again. 

"I  don't  care  much  for  mocking-birds- 
my  self, ^^  Celestine  responded,  when  he 
paused  again. 

"Well,  these  great  live-oaks  and  these 
ferns,  you  must  care  something  for  them?" 

' '  Give  me  an  ellum-tree.  Miss  Margaret ! 
As  for  them  leaves  you've  got  there — all 
the  sweet-smelling  things  in  Florida,  and 
I  don't  deny  there's  a  plenty^Td  give  the 
whole  for  one  sniff  of  the  laylocks  that 
used  to  grow  in  our  back  yard  when  I  was 
a  girl." 

"Why,  Minerva,  you're  homesick." 

"  No,  Miss  Margaret,  no ;  I've  got  my 
work  to  attend  to  here,  and  I  shouldn't 
know  how  to  get  on  without  it  now,  nor 
without  your  aunt — I've  ben  used  to  see- 
ing to  her  so  long.  No,  I  ain't  homesick : 
you  gQ%  home  knocked  out  of  you  when 
you've  staid  about  in  such  places  as 
Nice,  Rome,  Egypt,  and  the  dear  knows 
where.  But  if  anybody  was  really  going 
to  live  somewheres  (I  don't  mean  just 
staying,  as  we're  doing  now),  talk  about 
choosing  between  this  and  New  England 
—my!" 

"But  your  pupils — they  interest  you, 
don't  they?" 

' '  Please  don't  call  'em  pupils,  Miss  Mar- 
garet ;  there  isn't  one  of  'em  that  can  read 
a  word  yet." 

"That  isn't  your  fault." 

"I  wish  I  could  think  that  it  warn't. 
But  Looth  says  (I  asked  her;  she's  got 
more  sense  than  some) — Looth  says  the 
trouble  is,  I  ain't  lively  enough.  It's  true, 
I  can't  dance.  I  don't  fling  myself  round 
without  stockings,  as  she  does.     I  really 
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believe  Telano  "vvould  have  learned  his 
letters  a  sight  quicker  if  I'd  set  *em  to  the 
tune  of  'Zip  Coon."** 

Margaret  turned  up  the  avenue  toward 
the  house. 

''There's  no  occasion  for  haste,  if  you 
don't  want  to  go  in  just  yet,"  Celestine 
went  on:  **she  isn't  alone:  I  saw  Dr. 
Kirby  ride  up  just  as  I  came  away.  Well 
— she's  got  on  that  maroon  silk  wi*apper." 

''Nobody  has  such  taste  as  you  have, 
Celestine,"  said  Margaret,  kindly.  "My 
aunt  is  always  becomingly  dressed." 

There  was  a  little  movement  of  the 
New  England  woman's  mouth,  which  drew 
down  for  an  instant  the  cornel's  of  her 
lips.  This  was  the  pride  and  pleasure  she 
was  repressing — swallowing:  it  was  the 
only  acknowledgment  she  made. 

"It  can't  be  true,  can  it,  Miss  Marga- 
ret," she  resumed,  as  they  walked  on, 
''that  there  are  Injuns  down  in  the  Ever- 
glades that  have  negi'oes  still,  and  are 
holding  them  as  slaves  ?'' 

"Yes.  I  believe  it  is.'' 

"  Well,  now,  but  they're  freed.'"  said 
Minerva  Poindexter,  loudly,  stopping 
short  in  the  middle  of  the  path. 

"Yes — if  they  knew  it.  I  suppose  it  is 
difficult  to  get  there  to  let  them  know.'' 

"  I'd  go  to-morrer.  I'd  icade,  if  it  wasn't 
for  your  aunt,"  said  Celestine, with  fierce- 
ness. 

Dr.  Kirby  was  sitting  with  his  esteemed 
friend  when  Margaret  entered. 

His  esteemed  friend's  feeling  for  Mar- 
garet now  seemed  to  be  always  a  tender 
compassion. 

"My  dear  child.  I  fear  you  have  been 
out  too  long,  you  look  so  pale,"  was  the 
present  manifestation  of  it. 

"I have  often  thought  what  a  variation 
it  would  make  in  the  topics  of  my  friends," 
said  Margaret,  as  she  drew  off  her  gloves, 
"if  I  should  take  to  painting  my  cheeks 
a  little.  Think  of  it — a  touch  of  rouge, 
now,  and  the  whole  conversation  Avould 
be  altered." 

"  I  am  sure  that. for  purposes  of  decora- 
tion at  least,"  said  Dr.  Kirby,  gallantly, 
''rouge  would  be  totally  misapplied.  We 
all  know  that  Mrs.  Harold's  complexion 
has  always  the  purest,  the  most  natural, 
the  most  salubrious  tint:  it  is  the  clear 
whiteness  of  Diana.'' 

"Pray  give  those — those  green  things 
to  Looth,"  Aunt  Katrina  went  on,  lan- 
guidly. " '  I  hope  they  are  not  poison-ivy  ?" 
(^Auut  Katrina  lived  under  the  impression 


that  everything  that  came  from  the  woods 
was  poison-ivy. )  ' '  And  do  go  to  my  room, 
dear  child,  and  sit  down  there  awhile  be- 
fore the  fii-e — there's  a  little  fire — and  let 
Looth  change  your  shoes,  and  make  you  a 
nice  cup  of  tea — do,  now.  Later — later, ^^ 
Aunt  Katrina  went  on,  more  animatedly, 
"we'll  have  some  whist."  She  spoke  as 
though  she  were  holding  out  something 
which  Margaret  would  be  sure  to  enjoy. 

There  were  very  few  evenings  now 
when  Aunt  Katrina  did  not  expect  her 
niece  to  make  one  at  the  whist  table  drawn 
up  at  her  couch's  side,  the  other  playei*s 
being  Dr.  Kirby,  Betty,  or  occasionally 
Madam  Ruiz  or  Madam  Giron.  Tlie  game 
had  come  to  be  her  greatest  pleasure,  she 
had  therefore  established  and  set  going  in 
her  circle  of  friends  the  idea  that  it  was 
an  especial  pleasure  to  Margaret  also. 
Aunt  Katrina  was  an  adept  in  these  small 
household  tyrannies. 

"How  is  Mr.  Moore  to-day? "'  Margaret 
inquired,  not  replying  to  the  change  of 
shoes  or  tlie  cup  of  tea. 

"He  impi"oves  every  hour.  He  is  get- 
ting well  in  half  the  time  that  any  one 
else  would  have  taken,  and  he  will  walk 
as  lightly  as  ever  before  long — or  almost 
as  lightly.  He  is  leather  uncomfortably 
comfortable  just  now,  however,"  the  Doc- 
tor went  on,  laughing:  "he  doesn't  know 
how  to  adapt  himself  to  all  his  new  luxu- 
ries: he  took  up  an  ivory-handled  brush 
this  niorning  almost  as  though  it  were  an 
infernal  machine." 

'  *  I  should  hardly  think  Mrs.  Moore 
would  approve  of  useless  luxuries,"  said 
Aunt  Katrina,  not  with  a  sniff  —  Aunt 
Katrina  never  sniffed — but  with  a  slight 
movement  of  the  tip  of  her  very  well 
shaped  nose.  She  followed  the  move- 
ment with  a  light  stroke  upon  that  tip 
with  her  delicate  embroidered  handker- 
chief. 

"Penelope  nowadays  approves  of  ev- 
erything for  her  Middleton."  said  Dr.  Kir- 
by, laughing  again.  ' '  I  believe  she'll  deck 
him  out  with  pink  silk  curtains  round  his 
bed  before  she  gets  through.  She's  fright- 
ened: she  told  me  the  other  day  that  she 
was  afraid  she  had  encouraged  in  him  too 
much  of  the  spirit  of  a  Stoic.  So  now 
she's  trying  Epicurus." 

•'Yes — but  ivory-handled  brushes,''  said 
Aunt  Katrina.  confining  hei*self,  as  usual, 
to  the  facts;  "and  his  hair  is  so  thin, 
too." 

"  I  must  confess  I  roared — if  vou  will 
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permit  the  rather  free  expression.  But 
the  brushes  came  with  all  the  other  things 
that  nephew  of  yours  sent  down.  I  be- 
lieve he's  trying  to  corrupt  the  dominie." 

' '  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Moore 
is  going  on  so  well,"  said  Margaret.  Car- 
rying her  plumed  hat  in  her  hand,  she  left 
the  room. 

*'He  is  an  excellent  man,  Mr.  Moore — 
most  excellent,"  observed  Aunt  Katrina, 
a  little  stiffly.  "Of  course  we  can  never 
forget  our  obligations  to  him." 

"I  should  think  not,  indeed,"  answered 
Eeginald  Kirby,  for  the  first  time  losing 
some  of  his  gallantry  of  tone. 

"I  am  sure  we  have  shown  that  we  do 
not  forget  them,"  Aunt  Katrina  went  on, 
with  dignity.  "Margaret  has  shown  it, 
and  Evert;  between  them  they  have  made 
Mr.  Moore  comfortable  for  life." 

"There  wouldn't  have  been  much  life 
left  in  any  of  you  without  him,"  said  Kir- 
by, still  fierily. 

"I  beg  your  pardon:  I  am  not  so  de- 
pendent upon  my  niece,  dear  as  she  is  to 
me,  as  that ;  I  think  such  dependence  mor- 
ally wrong.  You  must  remember,  too, 
that  I  have  already  been  through  great 
sorrows — the  greatest;  my  life  has  not 
been  an  easy  one."  The  fair  gemmed 
hand  was  gently  raised  here;  then  it 
dropped  with  resignation  upon  the  ma- 
roon silk  lap.  "  I  esteem  Mr.  Moore  high- 
ly— haven't  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  do  ? 
Surely  I  have.  But  I.  can  not  be  deeply 
interested  in  him.  Mr.  Moore  is  not  an 
interesting  man  ;  he  is  not  an  exciting 
man.  I  am  afraid  that  when  I  care  for 
a  friend,"  said  Aunt  Katrina,  frankly, 
"when  I  find  a  friend  delightful^  I  am 
afraid  I  am  apt,  yes,  very  apt,  to  make 
comparisons."  And  she  glanced  at  the 
Doctor  with  a  charming  smile. 

"Pardon  my  ill  temper,"  murmured 
the  Doctor,  completely  won  again.  He 
bowed,  with  his  hand  on  the  expanse  of 
immaculate  linen  that  covered  his  well- 
expanded  chest.  "After  all,"  he  said  to 
himself,  with  conviction,  "she's  adeuced- 
ly  fine  woman  still." 

Three  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
burning  of  the  house  on  the  river. 

It  was  now  thought  that  Margaret  had 
set  it  on  fire  herself;  she  had  wakened, 
feeling  somewhat  chilled,  and  had  gone 
across  to  a  store-room  in  the  main  build- 
ing to  see  if  she  could  get  a  blanket ;  hav- 
ing no  candle,  she  had  taken  a  box  of 
matches  from  her  travelling  bag,  and  had. 


used  them  to  light  her  way,  and  probably 
some  spark  or  burning  end  had  fallen 
among  the  stored  woollens,  and  the  fire 
had  smouldered  there  for  some  time  be- 
fore making  its  way  out. 

Mr.  Moore  had  remained  for  three  weeks 
in  the  neighboring  hotel,  his  wife  and  Dr. 
Kirby  constantly  with  him.  They  had 
then  decided  to  take  him  on  a  litter  to 
Gracias.  They  crossed  the  St.  John's  in 
safety,  and  came  slowly  over  the  pine- 
barrens. 

As  they  approached  the  town, Dr.  Kirby, 
who,  with  Winthrop,  was  accompanying 
the  litter  on  horseback, a  little  in  advance, 
saw  a  number  of  people  in  the  road. 

"They  have  come  out  to  meet  him," 
said  the  Doctor,  angrily.  ' '  How  senseless ! 
how  wicked!  In  his  present  state  the  ex- 
citement will  kill  him.  I  shall  ride  for- 
ward and  tell  them  to  go  back." 

"No,  don't,"  said  Winthrop;  "I  think 
you're  mistaken.  I  think  it  will  do  him 
good.  He  has  never  in  the  least  under- 
stood how  much  they  care  for  him  ;  he  has 
always  been  kept  both  mentally  and  phys- 
ically too  low.  What  he  needs  now  is  a 
richer  diet." 

"Are  you  turning  into  a  doctor  your- 
self?" inquired  Kirby,  still  with  impa- 
tience, yet  struck,  too,  by  the  suggestion. 
"It  is  true  that  I  have  always  said  he'd 
be  twice  the  man  he  was  if  he  had  a  glass 
of  port  with  his  dinner." 

"This  will  be  the  glass  of  port." 

Mr.  Moore's  litter  had  curtains,  which 
were  down;  he  had  not  yet  seen  the  as- 
semblage. His  improvised  couch  was 
swung  carefully  across  a  large  wagon, 
which  was  drawn  by  Winthrop's  horses 
on  a.  walk,  a  man  leading  them.  Penel- 
ope followed  in  a  carriage,  which  Win- 
throp had  also  provided. 

"I declare — it's  all  Gracias!"  exclaimed 
the  Doctor,  as  they  came  near  the  assem- 
bled groups.  ' '  Not  only  our  own  people, 
but  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels'  people  have 
come  also — there's  Father  Florencio  at 
the  head  of  them." 

Penelope  had  now  discovered  the  as- 
semblage, and  had  bidden  her  coachman 
hasten  forward.  Descending  with  her  fee- 
ble step,  she  herself  fastened  back  the  cur- 
tains of  the  litter.  "Dear,"  she  said,  ten- 
derly, "they  have  come  out  to  meet  you 
— the  Gracias  people.  I  know  you  will 
be  glad." 

She  kissed  him,  and  re-arranged  his  pil- 
lows.     Then  she  let  Winthrop  help  her 
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back  into  her  carriage,  which  fell  behind 
again.  Penelope  agreed  with  him,  it  was 
evident,  in  thinking  that  excitement  would 
do  the  injured  man  good. 

Winthrop.  who  had  dismounted,  gave 
his  horse  to  Tom.  who  was  behind,  and 
walked  himself  beside  the  now  open  litter. 
The  Doctor  rode  on  the  other  side,  and 
thus  they  went  on  their  way  again  to- 
ward the  waiting  people. 

These  people  were  showing  more  sense 
than  the  Doctor  had  given  them  credit 
for:  they  had  drawn  themselves  up  in 
two  even  lines,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
narrow  pine-barren  road,  on  the  right  the 
congregation  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James, 
with  their  senior  warden  at  the  end  of 
the  line,  and,  opposite,  the  flock  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Ajigels.  led  by  their  benign, 
handsome  old  priest.  Father  Florencio. 
Then,  further  on,  at  a  little  distance,  came 
the  negroes,  drawn  up  also  in  two  lines. 

The  whites  were  very  still:  they  did 
not  cheer:  they  bowed  and  waved  their 
hands.  Mr.  Moore  looked  from  one  side 
to  the  other,  turning  his  head  a  little, 
and  peering  from  his  half-closed  eyes,  as 
his  litter  passed  on  between  the  ranks  of 
friends.  It  had  been  agreed  that  nothing 
should  be  said — he  was  too  weak  to  bear 
it.  But  all  the  people  smiled,  though 
many  of  them  felt  their  tears  starting  at 
the  same  moment,  as  they  saw  his  help- 
less form ;  they  smiled  determinedly,  and 
winked  back  the  moisture :  he  should  see 
none  but  cheerful  faces  as  he  passed.  At 
the  end  of  the  line  the  senior  warden,  in 
their  name.  -  'orward  and  pressed 

the  rector's  :  1  then  from  the  oth- 

er side  came  Father  Florencio.  who  heart- 
ily did  the  same. 

Penelope,  looking  from  the  open  car- 
riage behind,  was  crying.  But  Mr.  Moore 
himself  was  not  excited.  He  thought  it 
very  beautiful  that  they  should  all  have 
come  out  in  this  way  to  meet  him:  it  was 
the  sign  of  a  great  kindness. 

It  did  not  occur  t:  h'.rn  that  it  was  the 
sign  of  a  great  a  ^eU.. 

When  the  linei  _.„.  c...  ..st  of  the  two 
long  lines  of  blacks,  they  could  not  keep 
back   til  .  jnstrations    of  welcome 

quite  s:  :ely  as  the  whites  had 

done.  Tl.c  Baptist  minister  of  their  own 
race,  who  was  the  pastor  of  most  of  them, 
stood,  in  his  Sunday  clothes,  with  his 
hand  up  warningly.  in  order  to  check 
their  exuberance.  One  broad  gleam  of 
white    teeth   exiended   down    the    entire 


line.  and.  *' Hes  come  back  fum  de  gold'n 
gate!"  "Bless  de  passon !*'  "Blow.  Ga- 
berl !"  were  murmured  in  undertones  as 
the  litter  passed.  And  then,  behind  it, 
there  were  noiseless  leaps  and  hats  (most 
of  them  battered*  in  the  air:  next,  they  all 
ran  forward  over  the  barren  in  a  body,  in 
order  to  precede  the  procession  into  Gra- 
cias. 

"Don't  shout — do  you  hear  me? — no 
shouting."  said  Dr.  Kirby.  imperatively. 
He  had  been  obliged  to  leave  his  place 
beside  the  htter :  there  was  no  room  for  his 
horse  between  the  close-pressing  ranks, 
and  now  he  rode  forward  in  order  to  keep 
a  control,  if  possible,  over  the  joyous 
throng.  **If  you  shout,  it  will  be  very 
bad  for  him."  he  went  on.  threateningly. 
He  had  stopped  his  horse  and  was  address- 
ing them  from  the  saddle:  the  litter  was 
some  distance  behind. 

"But  we  gotter  do  sumpen.  marse," 
said  one  of  the  men.  protestiiigly. 

"Dance,  then  I  But  make  no  noise 
about  it.  When  he's  safely  in  his  own 
house  again,  then  go  down  to  the  pier, 
if  you  like,  and  shout  as  much  as  you 
please.  " 

This  was  done.  The  negroes  preceded 
the  litter  through  the  streets  of  Gracias. 
and  waited  in  sympathetic  silence  until 
Mr.  Moore  had  been  carried  into  the  rec- 
tory, and  the  door  was  closed  behind  him. 
Then  they  adjourned  to  the  pier,  and 
danced  and  shouted  there  as  if.  old  Mrs. 
Kirby  declared,  with  her  hands  over  her 
little  ears — "as  if  they  meant  to  raise  the 
dead." 

*'No.  ma.  no:  they  mean  to  raise  the 
living  if  they  can."  said  her  son.  when  he 
came  in. 

He  had  been  more  affected  than  he 
would  confess  by  that  welcome  out  on 
the  barren.  He  had  not  known  himself 
how  much  attached  he  was  to  the  mild- 
voiced  clergyman  until  it  had  become 
probable  that  soon  they  should  hear  that 
voice  no  more.  The  danger  of  death  was 
now  averted,  he  hoped,  though  the  illness 
might  be  a  long  one.  In  his  own  mind 
he  had  registered  a  vow  never  to  call  any 
one  "limp"  again.  He  had  called  Mr. 
Moore  that  (lie  had  even  called  him 
"simp"  as  well»  about  once  a  week  for 
years.  ' '  There's  a  kind  of  limpness  that's 
strength"  —  thus  he  lectured  himself — 
**and  you.  Reginald  Kirby.  for  all  your 
airs  and  talk,  might  not.  in  an  emergency, 
be  able  even  to  appi^oach  it.    And  spread- 
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ing  out  your  chest  won't  save  tou,  my 
lad:  not  a  whit/' 

"'I  have  never  felt  so  completely  like 
an  alien  as  I  did  while  marching  heside 
that  litter,"  said  Evert  Winthrop,  de- 
scribing these  events,  later,  to  his  aunt. 
•'They're  too  kind-hearted  to  hate  any 
one,  I  suppose.  And  yet  I  felt  sure  that 
half  of  them  did  hate  me,  and  wondered 
what  in  the  world  I  was  doing  there.  In 
some  way  they  regarded  me  as  the  cause 
of  his  injuries.  You  may  rest  convinced 
of  one  thing,  Aunt  Katrina.  we  shall  nev- 
er he  really  welcome  in  Gracias  again; 
we  are  all  Northerners,  and  between  us 
we  haTe  managed  to  bum  up  their  par- 
son.'' 

' '  How  ridiculous !"  said  Aud  i  K  :  i  ii 
disdainfully.      "I  don't  suppose  it  will 
trouble  us  much  whether  we're  welcome 
or  not,  will  it  ?     It  won't  trouhle  me." 

Fond  as  she  was  of  the  position  of  pa- 
troness, of  great  lady,  she  w^as  not  alto- 
gether pleased  with  her  nephew's  later 
course.  '"I  think  you  have  done  too 
much,"  she  said.  '*A  proper  acknow- 
ledgment is  all  T^ery  well,  but  you  and 
Maigaret  have  given  Mr.  Moore  a  really 
comfortable  little  fortune,  and  you  have 
put  it  entirely  into  his  own  hands,  too." 

"  Whose  hands  would  you  have  put  it 
into  ?" 

■  A  lawyers,  of  course,"  Aunt  Katrina 
answered. 

"I  am  afraid  Margaret  and  I  are  not 
always  as  judicious  as  you  are.  Aiint 
Kate/' 

Aunt  Kate  was  not  quick  (it  was  one 
of  the  explanations  of  the  charmir^"  ^r^ 
servation  of  her  beauty).      "No,  y 
not,  but  I  wish  you  were,"  she  responded, 
comfortably. 

Mr.  Moore  ^£Zie~  :  _  of  the  incret  - 

of  his  incoine.      I'  -^     .-lope  who  ha^ 

been  won  over  /  ^  :rnest  logic 

— earnest  in  reg til  -     ~  of  the 

poor  sufferer  lyine  .  help- 

less, in  the  nez:  :  TTinthrop 

was  urging-  -r?..  -  :iey  should 

not  be  co:  g-  for  him 

every  po=-  ^..j^^^sjjiry.  His 

illnes  i^       _  /  _  one  (at  that  stage 

— ^it  was  TTjiile  Jir.  Ji core  was  still  in  the 
river  hotel — no  one  spoke  of  the  danger 
of  death,  though  they  all  knew  that  it 
was  near) :  everjithing,  therefore,  should 
be  done  to  lighten  it.  If  the  rectory  was 
gloomy,  another  house  in  Gracias  should 
be  taken — one  with  a  largre  orarden:  two 


trained  nurses  should  be  sent  for  imme- 
diately :  and,  later,  there  must  be  good 
horses,  and  some  sort  of  a  low.  easy  vehi- 
cle, made  on  purpose  to  carry  a  person  in 
a  recumbent  posture.  Many  other  things 
would  be  required;  these  he  mentioned 
now  were  but  a  beginning.  3Irs.  Moore 
must  see  that  neither  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Har- 
old, nor  himself  could  take  a  moment's 
rest  until  everything  was  done  that  could 
be  done,  and  they  should  all  feel  extreme- 
ly unhappy,  miserable,  if  she  should  re- 
fuse them :  if  she  would  but  stop  to  think 
of  it,  she  must  realize  that. 

Penelope  agreed  to  this. 

She  had  cried  so  much  that  she  was  the 
picture  of  living  despair ;  she  was  think- 
ing of  nothing  but  her  husband  and  his 
pain ;  but  she  forced  a  momentary  atten- 
tion toward  Winthrop,  who  was  talking 
so  earnestly  to  her,  trying  to  make  some 
impression. 

He  could  see  that  he  did  not  make 
much. 

*'Your  husband  gave  his  life  —  it 
amounted  to  that — to  save  Margaret's. 
She  "was  nothing  to  hiin — that  is,  no  rela- 
tive, not  even  a  near  friend:  yet  he  faced 
for  her  the  most  horrible  of  deaths.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  him,  that  would  have 
been  her  death;  and  think,  then,  3Irs. 
Moore,  think  what  tee  should  be  feeling 
now."  He  had  meant  to  say  this  steadi- 
ly, but  he  could  not.  His  voice  became 
choked ;  he  got  up  quickly  and  went  to  the 
window. 

Penelope,  "who,  tired  as  she  Tras,  and 
with  one  hand  pressed  constantly  against 
her  weak  back,  was  yet  sitting  on  the 
edge  of  a  hard  wooden  chair,  ready  to 
jiimp  up  and  run  into  the  next  room  at 
an  instants  notice,  tried  again  to  detach 
:  1  from  her  husband  long  enough 
:  J  ;^^.^^  of  what  it  w^as  this  man  ivas  say- 
ing to  her ;  she  liked  lilargaret,  and  there- 
fore she  s:i::ee^  :l  ;fi:  irntly  well  to 
ansTver.      I:  /_     1      r     een  terrible.' 

Then  her  thoug/:.  :       :  :     :•  Middle- 

ton  a  rain. 

t  you  see,  then."  said  TVinthrop. 
:    "      .    :_2"- ''that standi ;!2g  ?.=  "^- '"'■  •-"'"^.■"■=r 

.er  grave,  j::     / 
c  :_e  most  precious    person    :n    :_ie 

:  ^    -  '  Tis  ?    Ho^  can  you  hesitate  /'  he 
saia  _     rr        "How  can  you  deny 

us  :/  -T   ::      ling  everything  pos- 

sible— so  little  ar  :  es: — :o  help  him  in  his 
great  suffering  T 

' '  Oh  ves — his  s    ±  e  i  :i :: !  his  suffering: !" 
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moaned  the  wife,  the  tears  dropping  down 
her  white  clieeks  without  any  distortion 
of  feature.  Her  eyes  looked  large ;  singu- 
larly enough,  though  she  was  so  exhaust- 
ed, her  countenance  appeared  younger 
than  he  had  ever  seen  it.  Under  the  all- 
absorbing  influence  of  her  grief  its  usual 
expressions  had  gone,  and  one  could  trace 
again  the  outlines  of  youth;  her  girlhood 
face — almost  her  little-girl  face — had  come 
strangely  back,  as  it  does  sometimes  after 
death,  w^hen  grandchildren  see,  with  star- 
tled, loving  surprise,  what  "grandma" 
was — "dear  grandma"  —  Avhen  she  too 
was  only  sixteen. 

Winthrop  took  her  thin  worn  hand  and 
carried  it  to  his  lips;  her  sorrow  was  very 
sacred  to  him,  and  Death,  he  knew,  was 
hovering  over  that  couch  in  the  next 
room.  "For  you  too,"  he  urged — "you 
who  are  so  tired  and  ill — let  us  help  you 
all  w^e  can.  Do  not  refuse  us,  Mrs.  Moore ; 
do  not." 

The  door  into  the  next  room  now  open- 
ed softly,  and  Dr.  Kirby  entered,  closing- 
it  behind  him.  "No,  sit  still,"  he  said, 
as  Mrs.  Moore  started  up.  "There's  no- 
thing to  be  done  for  him  just  now;  he's 
asleep."  He  called  it  "sleep,"  to  pacify 
her.  "I  came  in  to  say,"  he  went  on — 
"  I  knew  you  were  here,  Mr.  Wintlirop — 
that  there  must  not  be  so  much  noise  on 
this  floor.  I  have  no  doubt  the  people  of 
the  house  are  as  careful  as  they  can  be — 
in  fact,  I  know  they  are;  but  there  are 
others  here," 

Winthrop  turned  to  Penelope.  ''Now 
will  you  consent  ?"  he  said. 

(She  looked  at  him ;  she  was  thinking 
only  of  the  blessed  fact  that  Middleton 
w^as  asleep.) 

' '  You  hear  what  Dr.  Kirby  says  ? — the 
house  must  be  kept  more  quiet.  I  can 
clear  it  immediately  of  every  person  in  it. 
The  noise  is  bad  for  your  husband — don't 
you  understand  ?  It  will  make  a  differ- 
ence in  his — in  his  recovery." 

"  Oh !  do  anything,  anything !"  said  the 
wife,  wringing  her  hands. 

He  pursued  his  advantage.  "You  are 
willing,  then,  that  I  should  do  everything 
possible— for  his  sake,  you  know?  You 
consent.  And  I  shall  not  ask  you  again  ; 
I  shall  simply  go  on  and  do  my  best." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  she  answered. 

"  By— all— means,"  said  Dr.  Kirby,  im- 
pressively. "Consent?  Of  course  you 
consent,  Penelope."  He  had  never  called 
her  Penelope  before  in  his  life.     After 


that  he  never  called  her  by  any  other 
name. 

It  seemed  to  Reginald  Kirby  a  natural 
thing  (and  a  small  one  too)  that  these 
Northerners  should  wish  to  do  every- 
thing they  could  for  the  dying  hero  in 
there.  At  that  time  the  Doctor  thought 
he  would  die. 

Twelve  hours  later,  with  the  exception 
of  the  proprietors  and  their  servants,  there 
was  no  one  save  Mr.  Moore  and  his  friends 
in  the  riv^er  hotel.  And  the  house  was 
held  emi)ty  as  long  as  he  remained  there. 

Aunt  Katrina  never  could  find  out  how 
much  those  weeks — there  were  three  of 
them — cost  her  nephew. 

But  she  did  find  out  that  her  nephew 
and  Margaret  together  had  given  the 
Moores  that  "comfortable  little  fortune," 
though  it  was  not  in  Mr.  Moore's  hands, 
as  she  supposed;  it  was  in  Penelope's. 

Penelope  herself  knew  but  little  about 
it  even  now,  save  the  fact  (a  great  one) 
that  where  she  had  once  had  a  dollar  to 
spend  in  a  certain  time,  she  now  had  ten. 
They  had  lived  on  six  hundred  a  year; 
they  now  had  six  thousand. 

Mr.Moore  noticed  his  new  luxuries;  he 
knew  that  Evert  Winthrop  had  sent  many 
of  them  down  from  New  York,  and  he  felt 
verj^  grateful.  He  asked  Penelope  if  she 
had  sufficiently  thanked  him. 

"Why,  Middleton  dear,  he's  grateful 
to  2/o?<,"  Penelope  answered. 

She  never  confessed  that  it  was  she  her- 
self who  had  asked  for  the  ivory  brushes. 
Once  let  loose  on  that  track,  her  imagina- 
tion had  become  wildly  lawless.  She  had 
not  considered  the  rectory  gloomy^  as 
Winthrop  had  suggested;  but  there  w^as 
no  doubt  but  that  she  would  have  sus- 
pended pink  silk  curtains  round  Middle- 
ton's  bed  if  the  idea  had  once  occurred  to 
her.  She  had  always  had  a  secret  admi- 
ration for  velvet  coats — which  she  asso- 
ciated in  some  way  with  King  diaries 
the  Martyr  —  and  she  now  cherished  a 
plan  for  attiring  Middleton  in  one  (when 
he  should  be  able  to  be  attired),  and  had 
even  selected  the  color — a  dark  wood 
brown.  It  w^ould  not  do  for  church  serv- 
ices, of  course ;  but  while  he  Avas  still  an 
invalid,  now —  And  she  lost  herself  in 
dreams  of  satin  linings.  Her  fancy,  how- 
ever, did  not  tinge  her  own  attire ;  she  was 
still  clad  in  the  green  delaine. 

On  the  day  after  the  fire  Margaret  had 
left  the  river. 

Though  otherwise  unhurt,  she  was  suf- 
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fering  from  nervous  shock,  and  knew 
that  she  should  be  of  no  use  as  a  nurse, 
at  least  for  the  present.  Dr.  Kirby  and 
Mrs.  Moore  had  reached  the  hotel,  and 
Winthrop  was  to  remain  there  with  them. 
She  could  not  travel  far,  so  she  crossed 
over  to  East  Angels. 

When  she  reached  the  house,  late  in 
the  evening.  Aunt  Katrina's  tearful  eyes 
and  suffering  voice  greeted  her:  "Oh, 
Margaret!  Margaret!  what  a  shock  you 
have  given  me!" 

Celestine,  however  (there  were  certain 
emergencies  when  Celestine  did  not  scru- 
ple to  interrupt  Aunt  Katrina),  appeared 
promptly  upon  the  scene  from  somewhere, 
took  Margaret  up  in  her  arras  as  though 
she  had  been  a  child,  and  carried  her  off 
to  her  bedroom. 

"Oh,  Miss  Margaret!"  she  said,  weep- 
ing over  her  one  or  two  big  tears  as  she 
laid  her  down  on  the  bed — "oh.  Miss 
Margaret!" 

"  There's  nothing  the  matter  with  me, 
Minerva,  excex:)t  that  I  am  tired,"  Marga- 
ret answered. 

And  she  did  look  tired.  She  was  so 
tired  that  she  had  not  laughed  over  Celes- 
tine's  idea  of  taking  her  up  and  carrying 
her;  she  was  glad  to  be  carried. 

But  having  shed  her  tears,  Celestine 
was  now  the  nurse  again.  "Don't  speak 
another  word,"  she  said,  peremptorily. 
And  then,  with  careful  hands,  she  un- 
dressed Margaret  and  put  her  to  bed. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  day  Margaret 
was  able  to  present  herself  again  in  iVunt 
Xatrina's  sitting-room. 

' '  Well,  I  suppose  you've  got  to  get  it 
over  some  time,"  was  Celestine's  reluctant 
assent. 

' '  But  how  in  the  world,  Margaret,  did 
you  ever  come  to  go  back  to  that  house 
all  alone,  late  at  night,  and  without  let- 
ting any  one  know?"  demanded  Aunt 
Katrina,  in  the  course  of  her  cross-exam- 
ination. "I've  tried  to  conceal  what  I 
thought  of  such  a  wild  freak — from  Bet- 
ty, for  instance.  But  it  has  been  hard 
work." 

The  unfailing  Betty  was  at  East  Angels 
again.  She  had  wished  very  much  to  go 
over  to  the  river  to  assist  poor  Penelope; 
but  Kate  had  sent  for  her — Kate  had  been 
so  much  affected  by  the  shock — and  so,  of 
€ourse,  she  had  given  up  her  own  desire, 
-and  come  down  to  stay  with  her  friend. 

"  It  was  not  late,"  Margaret  answered; 
^'  it  was  early.    I  changed  my  mind  about 


sleeping  at  the  hotel ;  I  thought  I  should 
rather  sleep  in  my  own  house,  after  all,  so 
I  went  back.  Then  when  I  found  that 
Mr.  Moore  had  already  gone  to  bed,  early 
though  it  was,  I  decided  not  to  disturb 
him." 

"What  a  piece  of  craziness,  the  whole 
affair!  And  to  think,  too,  that  at  your 
age  you  should  have  gone  wandering 
about  with  lighted  matches  !  Well,  I  am 
glad  that  I  at  least  have  no  such  tastes. 
When  I  say  I  am  going  to  sleep  in  a  i)lace, 
I  sleep  there,  and  you  have  no  idea  what 
sacrifices  I  have  made  sometimes,  when 
travelling,  to  keep  my  word  —  keep  it 
merely  to  myself :  it  is  so  much  better  to 
do  what  you  say  you're  going  to,  and  not 
keep  changing  your  mind.  I  can  never 
be  thankful  enough  that  Lanse  was  not 
there ;  he  could  never  have  escaped  so  eas- 
ily as  you  did,  poor  fellow,  because  he  can 
not  walk  well  even  now.  It  really  seems 
almost  providential,  his  having  gone  off 
on  that  journey  just  at  that  time.  And 
as  to  the  wandering  about  with  matches, 
Margaret  (for  it  all  comes  back  to  that), 
it's  an  excellent  rule  for  people  who  have 
those  manias  never  to  allow  themselves 
to  get  out  of  bed  (until  the  next  morning, 
of  course)  after  once  they're  in.  Now  do 
promise  me  that  you  will  make  it  yours, 
at  least  as  long  as  you  are  staying  here. 
Otherwise  I  shall  be  so  nervous." 

"  I  wasn't  in  bed  at  all,"  said  Marga- 
ret. 

"A  lounge  is  the  same  thing:  don't 
quibble,"  said  Aunt  Katrina,  severely. 

Here  Betty,  hurrying  in,  fell  on  Mar- 
garet's neck  and  kissed  her,  holding  her 
closely  in  her  affectionate  arms.  "Oh, 
my  dearest  child  !  restored  to  us  from  that 
dreadful  danger,  thank  God!  To  think 
how  near  you  came —  Oh,  my  dear,  dear 
girl !"  She  kissed  her  again,  and  got  out 
her  handkerchief  to  dry  her  brimming 
eyes.  "We're  going  to  have  prayers  in 
the  church,  my  dear — thanksgiving.^'' 

"What  a  pity  it  is,  Betty,  that  you  are 
so  demonstrative!  You  can  be  glad  to 
see  Margaret  without  boohooing,  can't 
you  ?  And  when  I  have  such  a  head- 
ache, too." 

"  I  am  very  sorry,  Kate,  I'm  sure,"  Bet- 
ty answered.  She  sat  down  on  the  sofa 
beside  Margaret;  as  there  was  a  table  in 
front  of  her  which  concealed  the  move- 
ment, she  put  out  her  hand  furtively  and 
took  Margaret's  in  hers,  holding  it  with 
tenderness,  and  giving  it  every  now  and 
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then  a  g-entle  pressure.  This  was  tlie 
first  time  she  liad  seen  her  (Celestine  had 
allowed  no  one  to  cross  the  threshold); 
she  could  not  restrain  the  expression  of 
the  motherly  affection  she  felt  for  this 
sweet,  pale  woman  who  had  been  so  near 
death . 

In  the  mean  while  she  talked  as  usual, 
or  rather  listened  as  usual,  to  her  dear 
Kate.  This  was  not  duplicity  on  Betty's 
part;  on  principle. she  never  opposed  Kate 
now— she  was  such  an  invalid,  poor  dear  I 
In  Betty's  secret  heart  lurked  the  settled 
conviction  that  if  Kate  would  only  *'let 
her  fiffiu'e  go,"  and  be  just  "natural,"  as 
she  (Betty)  was,  it  would  be  "so  much 
})etter  for  her."  People's  figures  altered  as 
they  grew  older;  it  was  useless  to  say  they 
did  not.  Betty's  opinion  was  that  no  one, 
without  recourse  to  art,  could  retain  a 
good  w^aist  after  forty-five.  Dear  Kate 
was  over  sixty  (though  she  did  not  look 
it) ;  really  it  was  scarcely  seemly  to  be  so 
girted  in. 

If  dear  Kate  could  have  suspected  these 
opinions,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  she 
would  have  risen  from  her  couch,  figure 
and  all,  and  turned  her  uncinctured  Eliz- 
abeth bodily  from  the  room. 

On  the  fourth  day  Winthrop  came  over 
from  the  river. 

Learning  from  Celestine  that  his  aunt 
was  in  fairly  comfortable  condition  (in 
spite  of  her  "shock"),  he  had  fifteen  min- 
utes of  sorious  conversation  with  her.  He 
told  the  truth  about  Lansing  Harold's  re- 
lations with  his  wife,  as  well  as  his  rela- 
tions with  another  person. 

Aunt  Katrina  Avas  much  overcome :  this 
time  the  "shock"  was  real.  She  cared 
more  for  Lanse  than  for  any  one.  Much 
as  she  cared  for  him,  she  had  always  ad- 
mired him  even  more.  She  cried — really 
cried ;  her  handsome  face  became  redden- 
ed and  disfigured,  and  she  did  not  think 
of  it.  "He  was  such  a  dear  little  boy — 
my  own  dear  little  boy,"  she  said,  sobbing 
bitterly.  Then  she  rallied.  "  If  he  had 
had  another  sort  of  wife,  he  would  have 
been  different." 

"  That's  what  is  always  said  about  such 
men.  In  any  case, there's  nothing  gained 
by  going  back  to  that  now." 

"7  think  something  is  gained:  justice 
is  gained— justice  for  Lanse.  And  plenty 
of  men  make  their  wives  horribly  misera- 
ble through  long  years — a  whole  lifetime 
— and  never  desert  them  :  the  wives  would 
be  glad  if  they  would !     I  think  Lanse  is 


better  than  tJicit.  And,  mark  my  words, 
Evert,  Margaret  Criiger  has  not  suffered." 

"Whether  she  has  or  not,  she  is  going 
to  leave  us,  she  tells  me." 

"What?''  said  Aunt  Katrina.  quickly, 
turning  toward  him  her  altered  counte- 
nance. He  scarcely  knew  it,  with  its  red- 
dened eyes  and  slightly  spotted  look. 
Aunt  Katrina's  eyes  were  always  so  se- 
rene, her  fine  complexion  was  always  so 
white  and  smooth. 

"She  thinks  of  going  north  ;  she  talks 
of  opening  that  old  house  of  hers  in  the 
country,  and  living  there." 

"And  me  ?"  said  Aunt  Katrina,  in  an- 
gry amazement.  "Does  she  cut  herself 
free  from  me  in  that  way  ?  In  my  state  of 
health  T 

"It  appears  so." 

Aunt  Katrina  remained  speechless. 
Pure  dismay  was  now  conquei-ing  every 
other  feeling. 

"  The  truth  is.  Aunt  Katrina,  you  have 
not  been  kind  enough  to  Margaret,  ever." 

"  Kind!"  ejaculated  the  lady. 

"  No.  She  has  done  everything  for  you 
for  years,  and  you  have  constantly  ill- 
treated  her." 

' '  Ill-treated  I     Good  heavens  I"' 

"She  has  therefore  decided — and  I  am 
not  much  surprised — that  she  Avould  rath- 
er have  a  home  of  her  own." 

"  And  you  abet  her  in  this  ?" 

"Not  at  all:  I  think  she  had  much  bet- 
ter stay  with  you.  I  am  only  explaining 
to  you  how  she  feels." 

' '  I  don't  know  that  I  care  to  under- 
stand Margaret  Criigers  feelings." 

"Exactly;  you  don't.  And  therefore 
she  is  going."  / 

Aunt  Katrina  was  evidently  struggling 
with  her  own  thoughts.  He  left  her  to 
the  contest. 

At  last, "  Poor  child !"  she  said,  sighing, 
as  she  gently  pressed  a  handkerchief  to 
different  parts  of  her  disordered  counte- 
nance— "  poor  child !" 

Winthrop  w^aited  for  further  develop- 
ments: he  knew  they  would  come. 

"It  is  natural  that  I  should  have  been 
cold  to  her,  perhaps,  feeling  as  I  did  so 
keenly  how  unqualified  she  was  to  make 
a  congenial  home  for  Lanse.  But,  as  you 
say,  probably  she  can  not  help  it;  it  is  her 
disposition :  she  was  born  so.  And  now, 
to  think  what  she  must  be  feeling.  She 
has,  in  her  way,  a  strict  conscience,  and 
to-day  she  faces  the  fact  that,  by  her  own 
utter  want  of  sympathy  (which  I  suppose 
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she  really  can  not  help),  she  has  driven 
him  away  a  second  time,  sent  him  a  sec- 
ond time  into  bad  courses.  I  realize,  in- 
deed, that  it  is  the  moment  when  I  ought 
to  do  everything  I  can  for  her,  when  I 
should  stifle  my  own  feelings,  and  treat 
her  with  the  greatest  tenderness.  Don't 
you  agree  with  me  ?" 

"  Fully.  But  even  then  I  don't  know 
that  you  can  induce  her  to  stay." 

"Really — the  more  I  think  of  it,  the 
more  sorry  I  feel  for  her.  She  is  deeply  to 
be  pitied,  I  can  imagine  how  crushed  I 
should  have  felt,  how  humiliated,  if  Pe- 
ter had  deserted  me.  But  if  he  had  done 
so,  I  should  have  gone  immediately,  of 
course,  to  stay  with  some  older  relative — 
it  is  the  only  proper  way.  You  might  rep- 
resent to  Margaret  how  much  better  it 
would  look  if  she  should  continue,  as  be- 
fore, to  reside  with  me.  To  be  sure,  she 
isn't  a  beautiful  woman  at  all — she's  by  far 
too  pale  and  thin — but  she's  rather  young, 
all  the  same,  to  live  quite  by  herself." 

"Perhaps  this  time  she  won't  take  so 
much  pains  about  the  'look'  of  anything; 
perhaps  she  will  let  people  know  the  real 
facts.  She  has  always  concealed  them 
heretofore." 

"  They  would  only  be  her  own  condem- 
nation,in  any  case;  everybody  would  per- 
fectly understand  that  it  was  some  lack  in 
Tier,"  answered  Aunt  Katrina,  Avith  deci- 
sion. "But  I  think  you  had  better  speak 
to  her,  and  immediately.  It  is  so  much 
more  desirable,  on  her  own  account,  that 
she  should  remain  with  me.  I  don't  fan- 
cy she  cares  much  for  you,  or  she  Would 
never  have  tried  to  engage  you  to  that 
odious  G-arda  Thorne;  still,  you  are  a  rel- 
ative, after  a  fashion,  and  she  ought  to 
listen  to  you.  You  might  tell  her,"  she 
added,  her  voice  falling  into  a  pathetic 
key,  "that  probably  I  shall  not  be  left  to 
her  Zong." 

"My  dear  aunt,  you  will  outlive  us  all," 
said  Winthrop,  rising.  ' '  I  will  see  her, 
and  do  what  I  can,"  he  added,  as  he  left 
the  room. 

At  first  he  could  not  find  Margaret. 
She  was  not  in  any  of  the  usual  places. 
He  began  to  fear  that  she  was  in  her  own 
room,  and  that  he  should  not  find  her  at 
all.  At  last  he  met  Celestine.  "  Do  you 
know  where  Mrs.  Harold  is  ?"  he  said. 

"Well,  Mr.  Evert,  she's  in  the  garden," 
Celestine  answered,  with  some  reluctance. 
"I've  fixed  her  up  there  nicely  in  an  easy- 
chair  on  a  rug,  and  I've  told  everybody 


to  keep  away,  so  that  she  can  just  rest — 
that's  what  she  most  needs.  I've  let  her 
have  one  book — an  easy-looking  story  in 
good  print  that  didn't  seem  exciting.  And 
I'm  going  out  after  her  in  about  an  hour, 
to  bring  her  in." 

"I  won't  be  any  more  exciting  than 
the  easy-looking  story,  Minerva;  I  prom- 
ise you  that," 

Celestine  watched  him  go:  she  was  not 
pleased,  but  she  could  not  help  herself. 
She  shook  her  head  forebodingly,  with 
her  lips  pursed  up.  Then  she  went  about 
her  business — as  she  would  herself  have 
said. 

Margaret  was  sitting  under  the  great 
rose-tree,  in  the  easy-chair  Celestine  had 
mentioned,  a  rug  spread  under  her  feet. 
She  had  a  parasol  beside  her,  but  the  tree 
gave  a  sufficient  shade.  Over  her  head 
Celestine  had  folded  artistically  a  black 
lace  Spanish  veil.  Celestine  could  not 
help  being  artistic. 

"  I  thought  perhaps  we  should  see  you 
to-day,"  Margaret  said. 

"Yes;  it  has  not  been  possible  to  come 
before.  But  of  course  you  have  had  my 
letters  ? — I  mean  about  Mr.  Moore.  I 
have  written  twice  a  day.  Is  that  the 
book  Minerva  said  was  an  easy-looking 
one,  not  exciting — Adam  Bede  %  What 
do  you  suppose  she  calls  exciting  ?" 

"The  Wide,  Wide  "PForZd,  I  presume." 

He  sat  down  on  the  bench  near  her. 
Carlos  Mateo  stalked  out  of  the  bushes  at 
a  little  distance,  surveyed  them,  and  then, 
with  great  dignity,  secluded  himself  again. 

"He  misses  Garda,"  Margaret  said. 

"  I  suppose  Garda  is  still  pursuing  her 
triumphant  career  over  there  ?" 

"  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  tri- 
umphant.    She  is  very  happy." 

"That's  what  I  mean;  it's  extremely 
triumphant  to  be  so  happy,  isn't  it  ?" 

"  I  am  sure  I  don't  know." 

"You  mean  you  have  never  been  ei- 
ther ? — Margaret,  I  have  come  out  here  to 
speak  about  your  going  away.  Are  you 
still  thinking  of  going  ?" 

' '  Yes ;  as  soon  as  I  am  a  little  strong- 
er." 

"Aunt  Katrina  has  sent  me  to  plead 
with  you :  of  course  that's  the  last  thing 
she  calls  it,  but  it's  pleading  all  the  same. 
I  don't  make  any  plea  for  her,  because  I 
don't  think  that,  as  far  as  you  are  concern- 
ed, she  deserves  the  least  fragment  of  one ; 
but  I  will  say  that  I  have  told  her  the 
whole  truth  about  Lanse  at  last,  and  that 
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it  has  been  a  great  blow  to  her.  I  have 
never  seen  her  so  mucli  overcome.  But 
she  has  rallied,  and  has  taken  her  line. 
Her  line  is  the  tenderest  pity  for  you,  be- 
cause you  must  feel  it  all  to  be  so  entirely 
your  own  fault !  You  see  how  much  that 
allows  her?  But  she  is  so  exceedingly 
anxious,  abjectly  anxious,  to  keep  you 
with  her,  that  I  think  you  need  fear  no 
unpleasant  manifestations  of  it."' 

"Aunt  Katrina  does  not  need  me  in 
reality.  And  for  myself  a  change  is  in- 
dispensable." 

''But  it  is  so  safe  for  you  here — so  quiet 
and  protected.  It  is  a  species  of  home, 
after  all.  I  like  to  see  you.  as  you  are  at 
this  moment,  sitting  in  this  old  garden; 
it  seems  to  me  so  much  pleasanter  for 
you — with  this  lovely  restful  air  to  breathe 
— than  that  bustling,  driving  New  York." 

"It  may  be  so.     But  I  need  change." 

"You  cling  to  that."  He  paused.  "I 
believe  you  simply  mean  freedom." 

"  Yes,  I  do  mean  it.  But  we  are  going 
over  the  same  ground  we  have  already 
been  over  once;  that  is  quite  useless." 

"Everj^hing  is  changed  to  me  since 
then, "  said  Winthrop,  abruptly.  ' '  I  have 
seen  you  brought  back  from  the  very 
threshold  of  death.  I  can  not  pretend  to 
be  the  same." 

"I  am  the  same." 

"  Yes;  you  didn't  see  yourself—'' 

"Don't  talk  about  it,  please.  It  is  true 
that,  personally,  I  do  not  realize  it  at  all. 
But  when  I  think  of  Mr.  Moore  I  do,  and 
it  makes  me  shudder." 

"  I  am  a  beast!"  said  AVinthrop. 

She  had  put  her  head  back  against  the 
cushions  of  the  chair,  with  her  face  turn- 
ed from  him.  He  could  see  the  deep  blue 
shadows  under  her  eyes. 

"  It  is  nothing;  it  is  over  now." 

"Why  shouldn't  you  begin  the  free- 
dom? Yes ;  but  begin  it  here,"  he  went  on, 
returning  to  his  argument.  "Aunt  Ka- 
trina has  taken  a  new  line  about  you. 
Why  shouldn't  you  take  one  about  her, 
and  about  everything  ?  The  people  here 
are  tiresome,  of  course ;  but  people  are 
tiresome  everyw^here,  sooner  or  later,  un- 
less one  leads  a  life  of  just  dipping  in,  nev- 
er staying  long  enough  in  any  one  place 
to  get  much  below  the  surface.  You 
could  set  up  your  own  horses,  your  own 
servants,  your  own  rooms ;  you  could  re- 
arrange half  the  house  to  please  yourself; 
you  could  carry  it  all  out  calmly,  and,  as 
regards  Aunt  Katrina  at  least,  with  a  high 


hand.  Slie  wouldn't  make  a  murmur, 
I'm  confident.  And  you  could  easily 
take  some  pleasant  trips  too  from  here — 
to  New  Orleans,  to  Key  West,  and  Cuba. 
There's  a  great  deal  to  see.  And  if  you 
are  tired  (as  I  should  think  you  might 
well  be)  of  always  saying  where  you  are 
going  and  where  you  have  been,  how  long 
you  have  staid  or  intend  to  stay,  and 
why,  you  could  lay  down  a  rule  that  no 
one  should  ask  you  a  question.  If  they 
should  continue  to  do  it,  you  might  throw 
something  at  them,  and  not  reply."  His 
plan  seemed  to  him  so  good  as  he  unfold- 
ed it  that  it  made  him  jocular. 

She  returned  no  answer  of  any  sort. 

"  You  don't  care  at  all  for  what  I  think 
or  wish." 

"No,  I  do  not." 

He  looked  at  her  as  she  sat  there  with 
face  averted.  His  expression  was  that  of 
angry  helplessness.  "All  I  want,"  he 
went  on,  trying  to  curb  his  irritation,  "is 
to  feel  that  you  are  safe." 

"  I  shall  be  safe  wherever  I  am." 

"No,  you  won't;  a  woman  like  you 
can  not  be  alone.  Of  course  you  will  do 
all  that  is  best  and  proper.  But  you  are 
far  too  beautiful  to  be  knocking  about  the 
world  by  yourself." 

"Aren't  you  confusing  me  a  little  with 
Garda?" 

"Your  sarcasms  have  no  effect;  if  I 
were  as  innocent  in  other  matters  as  I  am 
with  regard  to  that  effulgent  young  per- 
son, I  should  be  almost  perfect.  But 
don't  let  us  speak  of  her;  I  wish  to  speak 
of  you." 

"  I  am  tired  of  the  subject.''  She  look- 
ed toward  the  distant  gate  as  if  in  search 
of  Celestine. 

' '  She  won't  be  here  for  some  time  yet. 
Bear  with  me  a  little,  Margaret;  don't  be 
so  impatient  of  the  few  minutes  I  have 
secured  with  you.  What  Ave're  deciding 
now  is  important  —  your  whole  future 
course." 

"  It  is  already  decided." 

He  dashed  his  hand  down  upon  his 
knee.  "There's  no  use  trj^ing  to  argue 
with  women.  A  woman  never  sees  the 
force  of  any  argument,  no  matter  how 
strong  it  may  be." 

"Like  our  soldiers  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  she  doesn't  know  when  she's 
beaten,  I  suppose,"  Margaret  answered. 
Her  face  had  a  very  weary  look.  But 
there  were  in  it  no  indications  of  yield- 
ing. 
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"You  appear  to  be  determined  to  go," 
he  began  again,  after  a  pause.  "If  you 
do  go,  Aunt  Katrina  will  have  the  men- 
tal exercise  of  learning  to  get  on  without 
either  of  us." 

She  looked  up  quickly;  his  eyes  were 
turned  away  now,  straying  over  the  tan- 
gled foliage  of  the  vine-clad  crape-myr- 
tles. 

"I  am  sick  of  everything  here,"  he 
went  on  — "East  Angels,  Gracias,  the 
whole  of  it.  If  you  are  tired  of  seeing 
the  same  few  people  always  day  after 
day,  what  must  I  be,  after  the  busy  life 
I  have  led  ?  There  are  two  cousins  of 
Aunt  Katrina' s  who  might  come  down 
here  for  a  while;  and  I  dare  say  they 
would  come  if  I  should  ask  them.  With 
these  ladies  to  manage  the  house,  with  her 
excellent  Dr.  Reginald  and  her  devoted 
Betty,  with  Celestine  and  Looth,  Aunt 
Katrina  ought  to  be  tolerably  comforta- 
ble. For  myself  I  shouldn't  go  abroad 
again — I  leave  such  luxuries  to  Lan.se;  I 
should  probably  take  up  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent some  old  business  interests,  and  em- 
ploy myself  in  that  way.  In  addition  I 
have  a  plan  for  setting  up  a — I  hardly 
know  what  to  call  it— a  scientific  school, 
if  you  like,  on  a  small  scale ;  it  should  be 
for  students  who  haven't  much  money. 
But  I  should  be  a  student  with  them  my- 
self." 

Margaret  had  listened  with  keen  atten- 
tion. But  she  did  not  answer  immedi- 
ately ;  when  she  did  reply,  she  spoke  qui- 
etly, almost  indifferently.  "Yes,  I  should 
think  you  would  be  glad  to  go  north 
again,  you  have  been  tied  down  here  so 
long.  I  am  sure  we  can  assume  now  that 
there  is  no  present  danger  in  Aunt  Katri- 
na's  case.  Both  of  us  certainly  were  not 
needed  for  her,  and  therefore,  as  you  did 
not  speak  of  going,  I  thought  I  could.  But 
now  that  you  have  spoken,  now  that  I  see 
you  do  wish  to  go,  I  feel  differently;  I 
give  you  the  chance.  The  change  I  wash- 
ed for  I  will  create  here.  I  will  create  it 
by  buying  this  house  from  you ;  that  will 
be  a  change;  I  can  amuse  myself  restor- 
ing it — if  one  can  say  that,  when  it's  not 
a  church." 

"  You  would  do  that  ?"  said  Winthrop, 
eagerly.  Then  he  colored.  ' '  I  see ;  it 
means  that  you  will  stay  if  J  will  go !" 

"It  means,  I  think,  that  both  of  us  can 
not  go — that  is,  ought  not ;  and  as  you  are 
the  man,  and  therefore  more  tired  of  the 
dullness  than  I  am,  probably,  I  give  you 


the  opportunity.  I  shall  do  very  well 
here  if  I  have  the  place  to  think  about;  I 
shall  have  the  old  fields  cultivated;  per- 
haps I  shall  start  a  new  orange  grove.  Of 
course  I  shall  lose  some  money;  but  I  can 
employ  the  negroes  about  here,  and  I  shall 
like  that.  As  to  the  household  arrange- 
ments. Aunt  Katrina  would  be  staying 
with  me,  not  I  with  her;  that  would  make 
everything  different." 

"Yes;  I  could  not  come  here  as  I  do 
now,  bag  and  baggage." 

"  I  should  not  ask  you,"  she  answered, 
smiling.  "I  believe  in  your  heart  you 
like  no  woman  to  lead  a  really  independ- 
ent life." 

"You're  right,  I  do  not.  They're  not 
fitted  for  it." 

"Oh—" 

"  And  they're  not  happy  in  it." 

"It's  so  good  of  you  to  think  of  our 
happiness." 

"All  this  is  of  no  consequence,  Marga- 
ret ;  it's  quite  beside  the  mark.  The  real 
issue  is  this:  if  I  stay,  you  go;  if  I  go, 
you  will  stay." 

"I  thought  you  didn't  like  repetitions; 
you're  always  so  severe  on  poor  Aunt 
Betty  when  she  indulges  in  a  few." 

"You've  got  the  upper  hand,  and  you 
know  it,  and  are  glorying,"  he  said,  sul- 
lenly. 

"  Glorying !"  said  Margaret,  with  a  sud- 
den drop  in  her  voice. 

"  I  am  always  the  one  to  tire  you,  and 
use  you  up ;  and  I  never  mean  to ;  it's  a 
fatality." 

"  If  you  would  mind  your  words,  you 
wouldn't  tire  me.  I  am  tired;  let  us  say 
no  more  about  it;  let  us  call  it  finished." 

"You  mean  my  going  ?" 

"Yes;  and  my  having  the  house." 

' '  I  would  do  a  great  deal  to  keep  you 
here,  there's  no  doubt  of  that.  If  I  must, 
I  must,  I  suppose;  you  may  have  the 
place,  though  I'm  fond  of  it  still." 

"It  must  be  quite  fair  ?"  she  said,  look- 
ing at  himi  hesitatingly. 

"  You  mean  that  I  am  not  to  come  back 
here  and  hang  about  in  the  neighborhood  ? 
Oh,  rest  content;  I've  had  enough  of  the 
Seminole  to  last  me  a  lifetime.  And  Be 
Torrez  would  not  let  me  in  at  Madam  Gi- 
ron's." 

"How  is  he?" 

' '  He's  well ;  he  has  taken  to  farming ; 
he  is  trying  to  make  some  money  for  his 
aunt.  He  will  make  no  money.  But  pos- 
sibly his  responsibilities — he  takes  them 
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very  seriously,  though  lie  stands  about  the 
fields  in  the  same  tight  polished  boots — 
possibly  they  may  help  him  to  forget 
Garda." 

"He  Avill  never  forget  her,  I  fear." 

"You  are  not  going  to  allow  me  the 
least  delay,  I  am  already  sure  of  that,"  he 
went  on,  giving  no  more  thought  to  the 
poor  Ernesto. 

"I  should  rather  that  it  would  be  soon." 

"Of  course."  He  got  up.  "How  j^ou 
hate  me!"  he  said,  in  a  low  tone.  "You 
wouldn't  do  me  an  injury;  but  you  can 
not  forget.  I  don't  wonder  at  it;  you've 
been  a  mart}^'  to  a  bad  husband,  to  your 
own  ideas  of  loyalty  to  him,  and  I  for 
years  have  done  everything  I  could  to 
make  your  life  harder,  more  desolate,  even 
than  it  was." 

Margaret  looked  steadily  down,  her  eyes 
were  fixed  upon  the  fringe  of  the  wrap 
thrown  round  her. 

"  But  you  will  let  me  try  to  atone?''  he 
went  on. 

The  gate  clicked;  Celestine  Avas  coming 
toward  them. 

"It  shall  be  as  you  have  decided,"  he 
said,  hastening  his  w^ords.  "And  it  is 
wiser;  I  know  that  better  than  you  do. 
For  myself, I  shall  go  to  work;  a  man  can 
always  do  that.  I  won't  jstop  longer 
now." 

He  walked  toward  the  gate  with  rapid 
step;  it  closed  behind  him.  Celestine, 
coming  up,  found  her  patient  looking 
anything  but  rested.  The  next  moment 
she  put  lier  hand  over  her  eyes;  physical 
weakness  had  conquered  her. 

"Just  what  I  expected;  men  haven't  a 
spark  of  gumption,"  said  Celestine,  indig- 
nantly. ' '  He  might  have  seen  you  w^eren't 
fit  for  talking;  anybody  could  have  seen. 
There,  Miss  Margaret,  there ;  don't  feel  so 
bad,  you'll  soon  be  stronger  now."  And 
Celestine  put  one  arm  round  her  charge 
tenderly. 

'  The  touch  made  Margaret's  tears  flow 
faster;  leaning  her  head  against  her  faith- 
ful New  England  friend,  she  cried  and 
cried  as  if  her  heart  would  break. 

"You're  clean  tuckered  out,  I  declare," 
said  Celestine,  half  crying  herself.  ' '  Ev- 
erybody plagues  you— I  never  see  the  like ! 
And  they  all  seem  to  think  they've  got  a 
right  to.  Just  get  real  mad,  now.  Miss 
Margaret,  for  once;  and  stay  so.  My! 
wouldn't  they  be  surprised  ?" 

Margaret  began  at  length  to  dry  her 
eyes. 


"Well,  now,  it  done  you  good,  after 
all,  I  expect,  just  to  let  it  all  out,"  said  Ce- 
lestine, encouragingly.  "Come  in,  now ; 
come  in  to  the  house,  my  lamb,  and  let 
me  put  you  to  bed ;  you're  fit  for  no  othei' 
place  tJiis  day,  or  my  name's  not  Poin- 
dexter."  It  was  the  onl}-  time  Minerva 
had  been  known  to  use  a  term  of  endear- 
ment. 

Winthrop  went  back  to  the  river  early 
the  next  morning,  and  remained  there 
with  Mr.  Moore  until  the  return  to  the 
Gracias  rectory.     Then  he  went  north. 

Soon  afterward  Aunt  Katrina  an- 
nounced that  he  had  begun  to  interest 
himself  again  "  in  iron." 

"  The  last  thing  I  should  have  suggest- 
ed for  him,"  remarked  Dr.  Kirby,  dryly. 
"  Why  didn't  he  try  oil?" 

"Oh,  but  oil  is  so  disagreeable,  it  has. 
such  an  odor,"  said  Aunt  Katrina,  remon- 
stratingly.  "  And  they  say  it's  going  all 
over  the  world,  too,  in  those  blue  barrels, 
and  the  odor  is  known  as  'the  American 
smeir — dreadful  !*' 

"I  was  alluding  to  disposition,  my  dear 
madam.'' 

"Oh— iron?  yes;  disposition?  What 
has  that  got  to  do  with  it  ?  You  are  so 
clever  that  it  is  sure  to  be  something 
good,"  said  Katrina,  in  her  agreeable,  if 
somewhat  thick-headed,  way. 

"Should  I  send  yoii  to  the  Graces,  mad- 
am, to  learn  anything?  Mr.  Winthrop 
seems  to  me  to  possess  already  quite  enough 
firmness,  without  recourse  to  the  firmest 
of  our  metals  as  a  background." 

"Background  ? — excellent.  I  shall  tell 
him  that.  His  mine,  you  know,"  said. 
Katrina.  '' 

This  was  three  months  before.  Marga- 
ret was  now  the  owner  of  East  Angels. 

On  the  evening  when  she  had  returned 
from  the  landing  with  her  ferns,  and  had 
found  Dr.  Kirby  talking  with  Aunt  Katri- 
na, she  went  to  her  own  room ;  here  she 
threw  off  the  long,  closely  fitting  over- 
garment of  dark  silk,  and  gave  it  and  the 
Gainsborough  hat  to  her  maid.  She  had 
a  maid  now. 

' '  If  you  please,  Mrs.  Harold,  there  are 
seven  letters  for  you  to-night;  they  are 
on  the  dressing-table." 

' '  Very  well ;  you  need  not  wait,  Hes- 
ter; I  shall  not  need  you  at  present." 

The  woman  went  out  with  noiseless, 
step.  Margaret  turned  over  the  letters, 
glancing  at  the  superscriptions  rather  lan- 
guidly.   Three  of  them  she  was  sure,  from 
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the  look  of  the  handwriting"— a  profession- 
al hand,  not  a  private  one— contained  cir- 
culars, probably  appeals  for  some  charita- 
ble object.  Not  infrequently,  too,  she  re- 
ceived letters  from  those  desultory  but  ar- 
dently occupied  persons  who  write  letters 
to  all  sorts  of  people  they  do  not  know, 
a  branch  of  the  mania  being  writing*  to 
newspapers — one  of  her  remaining  letters 
she  thought  belonged  to  this  class;  her 
name,  as  subscriber,  on  the  books  of  many 
charitable  and  educational  societies  drew 
down  upon  her  this  correspondence.  She 
did  not  care  much  for  what  the  mails 
brought  her  at  present,  excepting*  Garda's 
short  and  rapturous  notes  with  various 
foreign  headings.  Winthrop  had  ceased 
to  write  of  late,  as  she  did  not  answer  his 
letters. 

But  the  last  envelope  of  the  pile — it  is 
always  the  last  letter  that  strikes  the  blow 
^was  inscribed  in  a  handwriting  that 
made  her  heart  stop  beating.  "Mrs.  Lan- 
sing Harold"  was  scrawled  there,  in  rath- 
er large,  rough  letters.  And  within,  at 
the  end  of  the  second  page — there  were 
only  two  filled — the  same  name  was  sign- 
ed without  the  "Mrs." 

Lanse  had  come  back  to  America.  He 
was  coming  back  to  Florida.  He  was  on 
his  way  at  that  moment  to  Fernandina, 
having  selected  that  place  because  he  had 
learned  that  she  had  "burned  down  the 
house  on  the  point,"  which,  he  thought 
she  would  allow  him  to  say,  was  "incon- 
siderate." He  had  made  up  his  mind  not 
to  take  her  by  surprise.  He  would  go  to 
Fernandina,  and  wait  there.  He  was  a 
cripple,  indeed,  this  time,  and  forever. 
No  hope  of  a  cure,  as  there  had  been  be- 
fore. It  wasn't  paralysis;  it  was  some- 
thing with  a  long  name,  which  apparent- 
ly meant  that  he  was  to  spend  the  rest  of 
his  days  in  bed,  with  the  occasional  varia- 
tion of  an  arm-chair.  This  last  journey 
of  his  abroad  had  been  a  huge  mistake 
from  beginning  to  end  (the  only  one  he 
had  ever  made — he  must  say  that).  But 
he  didn't  suppose  she  would  care  to  hear 
the  particulars,  and  he  should  much  pre- 
fer that  she  should  not  hear  them;  it 
wasn't  a  subject  for  her.  He  had  come 
home  this  time  for  good  and  all.  It  would 
never  be  possible  for  him  to  run  away 
again ;  she  might  depend  upon  that.  In 
such  aflBLictions  a  man,  of  course,  counted 
upon  his  wife.  But  he  wished  to  be  per- 
fectly reasonable,  and  therefore  he  would 
live  wherever  she  pleased — with  his  nurses,. 


his  water-pillows,  and  his  back  rest;  yes, 
he  had  come  to  that.  At  present  it  wasn't 
at  all  clear  to  him  what  he  was  going  to 
do  to  amuse  himself.  He  could  use  his 
hands,  and  he  had  thought  of  learning  to 
make  fish  nets.  But  perhaps  she  could 
think  of  something  better?  And  then, 
with  a  forcible  allusion  to  the  difficulties 
of  his  present  progress  southward,  and  a 
characteristic  summing  up  of  the  merits 
of  the  hotel  where  he,  with  his  two  at- 
tendants, was  resting  for  a  day,  the  short 
two  pages  ended,  ended  abruptly  with  his 
name. 

His  wife  had  sunk  into  a  chair ;  she  sat 
staring  at  it. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

It  was  a  week  later.     Margaret  had 
gone  out  to  walk  on  the  pine-barrens. 

She  had  walked  far,  though  her  step 
had  been  slow.  It  seemed  to  her  that  her 
step  would  always  be  slow  now ;  her  effort 
must  be  to  keep  it  steady.  At  length  she 
reached  a  point  where  there  rose  on  the 
broad  green  level  a  little  mound -like  isl- 
and of  a  different  growth.  Its  top  was 
covered  with  palmetto-trees;  they  were 
leaning  forward,  looking  about,  and  toss- 
ing up  their  beautiful  plumes  against  the 
sky  after  their  usual  fashion.  She  made 
her  way  to  the  summit.  Though  the  height 
of  the  little  hill  was  low,  the  view  one  ob- 
tained there  was  extensive,  like  that  from 
a  small  light-house  in  the  midst  of  a  wide 
salt-marsh.  Where  she  stood  there  was  a 
cleared  space — the  ground  had  been  burn- 
ed over  not  long  before.  On  this  brown 
surface  the  crosiers  of  new  ferns  were 
shooting  up  gayly  and  unrolling  them- 
selves; and  when  tired  of  the  broad  bar- 
ren, her  eyes  rested  on  their  little  fresh 
stalks,  green  and  woolly,  though  she  no 
longer  stooped  to  gather  them.  She  did 
not  come  home  now  laden  with  flowers 
and  vines  to  plant  in  the  old  East  Angels 
garden.  The  life  she  had  been  trying  to 
build  up  there,  to  make  in  some  degree  in- 
teresting for  herself,  as  well  as  beneficial 
to  the  freed,  rather  mystified,  and  wholly 
idle  negroes,  whose  cabins  stood  near  the 
old  fields  which  were  now  her  own — this 
life  had  been  suddenly  stopped.  A  com- 
pletely different  one  was  demanding  her. 
She  had  been  very  free,  but  now  she  was 
called  back — called  back  to  the  duties  of 
a  wife  whose  husband  is  an  invalid ;  one 
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Avlio  did  not  require,  it  was  true,  tlie  per- 
sonal ministrations  of  a  nurse,  but  who 
expected  a  constant  presence,  a  peculiar 
obedience  and  deference,  which  kept  a 
hold  upon  all  the  hours,  and  most  of  the 
little  hopes  and  tastes  as  well,  and  virtu- 
ally blighted  them. 

Oh,  blessed,  twice  blessed,  are  the  wo- 
men who  have  no  very  deep  feelings  of 
any  kind!  they  are  so  much  happier,  and 
they  are  also  better !  This  was  what  she 
was  saying  to  herself  over  and  over  again, 
as,  with  one  arm  round  a  slender  tree,  so 
that  she  could  lean  her  head  against  it,  she 
stood  there  alone  on  the  palmetto  island, 
looking  over  the  i)lain.  Not  to  care  in 
reality  very  deeply,  too  deeply,  for  any- 
thing or  any  one,  and  with  that  to  be  kind 
and  gentle— this  was  by  far  the  happiest 
nature  for  women  to  have,  and  of  such 
the  good  were  made.  Mothers  should  pray 
for  this  disposition  for  their  daughters. 
Anything  else  led  to  bitter  pain. 

She  thought  of  her  own  mother,  of 
wliom  she  had  no  recollection.  "If  you 
had  lived,  motlier,  perhaps  I  should  have 
been  saved  from  this;  perhaps  I  should 
not  now  be  so  wretched."  This  was  her 
silent  cr^^. 

She  heard  a  sound;  some  one  was  com- 
ing through  the  high  bushes  below.  A  mo- 
ment more,  and  the  person  appeared.  It 
was  Evert  Winthrop. 

' '  YoiiV^  she  said,  breathlessly.  ' '  When 
did  you  come  ?  And  how  could  you  know 
where  I  was  V 

"For  once  I've  been  fortunate;  I  have 
never  been  so  before  where  you  were  con- 
cerned. I  reached  East  Angels  an  hour 
ago;  Celestine  said  you  were  out  on  the 
barren  somewhere,  and  Telano  happened 
to  know  the  road  you  had  taken.  Then  I 
met  some  negro  children  who  had  seen 
you  pass ;  and,  further  on,  a  boy  who  knew 
you  had  come  this  w^ay:  he  brought  me 
here.  But  I  saw  you  a  mile  off  myself; 
you  are  very  conspicuous  in  that  light 
dress  on  the  top  of  this  mound." 

"We  had  no  idea  you  were  coming," 
she  began,  trying  to  collect  herself. 

"  I  couldn't  let  you  know  beforehand, 
because  I  came  myself  as  quickly  as  a  let- 
ter could  have  come.  As  soon  as  I  knew 
vou  would  need  help,  I  started." 

"Help?" 

"  Yes;  about  Lanse." 

"Lanse  is  not  here," 

"Oh,  I  know  where  he  is;  he  is  in  Fer- 
nandina;    established   there  in   the   best 


rooms  the  hotel  affords,  with  three  at- 
tendants, and  everything  comfortable. 
But  this  time  he  did  not  tell  me  all  his 
plans,  confidingl}^,  as  before;  he  arrived 
in  New  York,  staid  there  a  few  days,  and 
then  came  on  southward,  without  letting 
me  know  a  word  of  it.  I  heard  of  him, 
though,  almost  immediately,  and  I  started 
at  once." 

Margaret  did  not  reply. 

"You  will  need  help,"  he  went  on. 

"No,  I  think  not." 

"Then  he  has  not  written  to  you  ? — has 
made  no  demands?  I  shall  think  better 
of  him  than  I  had  expected  to  think,  if 
that  is  the  case.  I  supposed,  from  his  com- 
ing directly  south,  that  he  had  intentions 
of  molesting  you." 

"It  would  not  be  molesting." 

^'  Has  he  Avritten  to  you  ?" 

"Yes." 

"What  demands,  then,  does  he  make — 
is  it  money?" 

"He  wishes  me  to  come  back  to  him, 
as  I  did  before.  But  he  will  live  wher- 
ever I  iH'efer  to  live.  He  is  quite  willing 
to  leave  the  choice  of  the  place  to  me." 
She  spoke  slowly,  as  though  she  Avere  re- 
peating something  she  had  been  trying  to 
learn. 

"Very  good.  I  suppose  you  told  him 
that  wherever  you  might  prefer  to  live, 
there  would  at  least  be  no  place  there  for 
Lansing  Harold?" 

"I  haven't  told  him  anything  yet.  He 
was  willing  to  wait — he  wrote  that  he 
would  give  me  a  month." 

' '  A  month  for  what  ?" 

"For  my  answer,"  she  said,  drearily. 

"It  won't  take  a  month.  That  is  wliat 
I  have  come  down  for — to  answer  in  your 
place." 

She  now  began  to  look  for  the  best  way 
to  descend. 

"I  sent  the  boy  who  brought  me  here 
to  East  Angels  for  the  phaeton;  it  w^ll 
come  before  long ;  you  won't  have  to  walk 
back.  Now,  Margaret,  let  us  have  no 
more  useless  words;  of  course  you  do  not 
dream  of  doing  as  Lanse  wishes?" 

"Yes,  I  think  I  shall  do  it." 

"Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  you  wish 
to  go  back  to  that  man — after  all  he  has 
done  ?" 

"  I  do  not  wish  to.      But  I  must." 

"You  shall  not  I"  he  burst  out.  His 
face,  usually  so  calm,  was  surprisingly 
altered ;  it  was  reddened  and  darkened, 

"Nothing  you  can  say  will  make  any 
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difference,"  slie  answered,  in  the  same 
monotonous  tone.  Even  his  rage  could 
not  alter  the  helpless  melancholy  of  her 
voice. 

' '  Do  you  think  he  deserves  it — deserves 
anything?  You  actually  put  a  premium 
on  loose  conduct.  You  reward  him  for 
it,  v^hile — while  other  men,  who  are  try- 
ing, at  least,  to  lead  decent  lives,  are  thrust 
aside." 

"He  is  my  husband." 

"So  good  a  one!" 

"That  has  nothing  to  do  with  it." 

'' Nothing  V 

"No;  not  with  my  duty." 

"I  believe  you  have  lost  your  wits ;  you 
are  demented,"  he  said,  violently. 

"Oh,  I  wish  I  ivere  demented!  Then 
my  troubles  would  be  over." 

The  despair  of  these  words  softened  him. 
She  had  turned  away;  he  followed  her. 
"Margaret,  listen  to  reason.  In  some 
cases  it  is  right  that  a  wife  should  go 
back  to  her  husband,  almost  no  matter 
what  he  has  done.  But  yours  is  not  one 
of  them.     It  would  kill  you." 

"No  more  than  it  did  before."  She 
began  to  w^alk  about  the  space  of  open 
ground  restlessly. 

"But  it's  worse  for  you  now." 

"It's  exactly  the  same." 

"He  left  you  a  second  time." 

' '  I  have  only  to  thank  him  for  that, 
haven't  I  ?  I  am  so  much  happier  when 
he  is  away.  Over  on  the  river — when  I 
found  that  he  had  gone,  that  it  was  really 
true — I  could  scarcely  hide  my  joy ;  I  had 
to  hide  myself  to  do  it.  It  was  the  rapt- 
ure of  being  free." 

"The  law,  you  know,  would  free  you 
forever." 

"I  shall  never  take  advantage  of  it." 

"Do  you  think  you  know  better  than 
the  law  ?" 

"Yes;  the  law  only  knows  part  of  the 
truth.     The  plea  would  not  do  for  me." 

"This  is  pure  excitement.  Woman- 
like, you  have  wrought  yourself  up  to 
this  new  view;  but  it  is  without  a  grain 
of  foundation  in  either  justice  or  common- 
sense." 

"It  isn't  a  neAV  view.  I  have  always 
known  what  I  should  do.  That  was  the 
reason  I  wished  to  keep  the  house  on  the 
river — so  that  it  could  be  ready  in  case  he 
should  come  back.  For  I  felt  that  he 
might  come  at  any  time.  I  was  never  de- 
ceived about  his  getting  well.  I  have 
thought  it  all  over  again  and  again ;  there  • 


isn't  a  loop-hole  of  escape  for  me.      Let  us 
say  no  more." 

"I  shall  say  a  great  deal  more." 

She  put  out  both  hands  toward  him^ 
with  a  desperate  repelling  gesture.  ' '  Oh, 
leave  me !"  she  cried. 

"I  shall  not  leave  you  until  you  have 
given  me  an  explanation  that  is  reason- 
able ;  so  far,  you  have  not  done  it.  Time 
and  time  again  you  have  put  me  off.  To- 
day you  shall  not." 

Her  own  cry  had  seemed  to  restore 
to  her  her  self-control,  and  his  words 
strengthened  it.  "Very  well,"  she  said. 
She  folded  her  arms  in  her  mantle. 
"What  explanations  do  you  wish?"  she 
asked,  coldly. 

"  Why  are  you  going  back  to  Lansing 
Harold,  when  you  are  not  in  the  least 
forced  to  go  ?" 

' '  I  am  forced ;  my  marriage  forces  me. " 

"Not  after  the  ill  treatment  you  have 
received  from  him." 

"He  has  never  ill-treated  me  person 
ally;  in  many  ways  he  has  never  been 
unkind;  many  men  called  good  husbands 
are  much  more  so.  He  does  not  drink. 
If  he  drank,  that  would  be  an  excuse  for 
me — an  excuse  to  leave  him ;  but  he  does 
not.  I  have  never  had  a  fear  of  that  sort. 
He  has  never  struck  me  or  threatened  me 
in  his  life.  And  I  have  no  children  to 
think  of — whether  his  influence  over  them 
would  be  bad.  That  too  w^ould  have  been 
an  excuse;  but  it  can  not  be  mine.  He 
leaves  me  my  personal  liberty,  as  he  left 
it  to  me  before.  In  addition,  he  is  now 
hopelessly  crippled — he  has  sent  me  his 
physician's  letter  to  prove  it;  his  case  is 
there  pronounced  a  life-long  one;  he  will 
never  walk,  or  be  any  better  than  he  is 
now.  Are  these  explanations  sufficient  ? 
or  do  you  require  more  ?" 

"No  explanations  can  ever  be  suflS.- 
cient,"  Winthrop  answered.  He  stood 
looking  at  her.  "  Oh,  Margaret,  it  is  such 
a  fearful  sacrifice!"  He  had  abandoned 
for  the  moment  both  his  anger  and  his  ef- 
forts at  argument  with  her. 

' '  Yes ;  but  that  is  what  life  is,  isn't  it  ?'^ 
she  said,  her  voice  trembling  a  little  in 
spite  of  herself. 

"No,  it's  not.  And  it  shouldn't  be. 
Why  should  an  utterly  selfish  man  of 
that  kind,  who  has  forfeited  every  claim 
upon  you  a  hundred  times  over  —  why 
should  he  be  allowed  to  dictate  to  you,  to 
wither  your  whole  existence  ?  Yes ;  I  am 
beginning  again,  I  know  it;  but   I   can 
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not  help  it!  It  is  true  that  I  have  al- 
ways talked  against  sepai-ations — preach- 
ed against  them.  But  that  was  before  my 
own  feelings  were  brought  in.  and  it 
makes  a  wonderful  ditf ei*ence !  When  a 
woman  you  cai*e  for  is  at  the  mercy  of  a 
bad  man,  you  take  a  ditferent  view.  And 
you  want  to  seize  your  old  preaching- 
self,  and  knock  him  against  the  wall !  It 
is  not  right  that  you  should  go  back  to 
Lanse:  it  is  wicked,  as  murder  is  wicked. 
He  does  not  strike  you — that  may  be ;  but 
the  life  will  kill  you  just  as  surely  as 
though  he  should  give  you  every  day, 
with  his  own  hand,  a  dose  of  slow  poison. 
You  have  an  excessively  sensitive  and 
nervous  disposition  —  you  pretend  you 
have  not.  but  you  have:  you  would  not 
be  able  to  throw  it  off — the  yoke  he  would 
put  upon  you:  you  would  not  be  able  to 
rise  above  it,  become  indifferent  to  it.  You 
are  not  physically  strong — it  would  wear 
upon  you,  wear  you  out  at  last:  you 
would  die.  and  he  would  live  on  I  And, 
besides,  remember  this :  it  isn't  as  though 
he  really  depended  upon  you  for  pei*sonal 
care;  he  doesn't  need  you.  as  far  as  that 
goes ;  he  says  so.  Give  him  your  money, 
if  you  like;  give  him  houses  and  nurses 
and  servants,  every  luxury,  all  you  have. 
But  do  not.  do  not  give  him  yourself." 

She  remained  silent.  She  had  steeled 
herself,  so  it  seemed,  against  anything  he 
could  say. 

■'You  ai*e  counting  the  minutes  before 
the  phaeton  comes,"  he  went  on:  "that  is 
your  only  thought — to  get  away.  Very 
well,  then,  you  shall  have  the  whole, 
which  otherwise  I  would  have  kept  from 
you:  I  love  you,  Margaret;  I  have  loved 
you  for  a  long  time.  If  it  is  horrible  to 
you  that  I  should  say  it,  and  force  you, 
too,  to  hear,  bear  this  in  mind:  though  I 
say  it,  I  ask  for  nothing.  I  do  not  put  my- 
self forward.  I  tell  you  because  I  want 
you  to  understand  how  near  your  best  in- 
terests are  to  me — how  I  consider  them. 
I  deserve  some  mercy.  I  have  tried  hard 
to  hold  myself  in  check — did  I  say  a  word 
all  that  night  in  the  swamp  ?  You  may 
imagine  whether  I  am  happy,  loving  you 
hopelessly  as  I  do.  It  began  long  ago: 
when  I  thought  I  disliked  you  so  bitterly, 
that  was  the  beginning :  it  was  a  dislike, 
or  rather  a  pain,  which  came  from  your 
being  (as  I  then  supposed  you  were)  so 
different  from  the  sweet  woman  it  seemed 
to  me  you  ought  to  be — ought  to  be  with 
that  face  anJ  voice.      I   watched  vou:  I 


was  very  sevei*e  in  all  I  said  of  you :  but 
all  the  time  I  loved  you:  it  was  stronger 
than  I.  I  feel  no  shame  in  telling  it :  it 
has  made  me  a  better  man — not  so  cold, 
not  so  hard,  not  so  sure  of  my  own  infal- 
lible perfection !  And  now,  if  you  will 
only  tell  me  that  you  won't  go  back  to 
Lanse,  I  will  go.  And  I  will  stay  away, 
too.  I  will  not  try  to  see  you.  I  will  not 
even  write.  And  this  shall  last  as  long  as 
you  say.  Margaret — for  years:  even  al- 
ways, if  it  must  be  so.  What  can  I  do  or 
say  more  {" 

She  had  stood  perfectly  still,  looking  at 
the  ground,  while  he  poured  forth  these 
urgent  woi-ds:  she  might  have  been  a 
statue. 

"There's  an  icy  stubbornness  about 
you.'  he  began  again.  'What  is  it  I 
ask  ?  One  promise,  and  for  your  own 
good  too.  and  then  I  go  out  into  the 
world  again,  bearing  my  pain  as  best  I 
can.  leaving  you  behind,  and  fi-ee.  I 
don't  believe  you  know  what  that  pain  is. 
because  I  don't  believe  you  know,  or  can 
undei-stand  even,  how  much  I  love  you. 
I  am  almost  ashamed  to  put  it  into  words 
— I  am  no  longer  a  boy:  and  yet  it  is  very 
beautiful  to  me  too.  I  had  no  idea  I 
could  love  in  that  way — an  unreasoning, 
headlong  feeling.  There's  no  extravagant 
thing.  Margai-et — such  as  I  have  always 
laughed  at — that  I  would  not  do  at  this 
moment.  And  to  feel  your  cheek  against 
mine — I  would  die  to-morrow." 

He  had  not  moved  toward  her.  but  she 
shrank  back  even  from  his  present  dis- 
tance. White-faced,  with  frightened 
eyes,  she  turned :  she  looked  as  if  she  were 
going  to  rush  away  like  a  hunted  hare. 

"Don't  go.  I  will  not  say  another 
word.  I  only  wished  you  to  know  how 
it  was  with  me :  it  is  better  that  you  should 
know.  Don't  try  to  go  down  on  that  side : 
this  is  the  best  way." 

He  wished  to  help  her,  but  she  would 
not  allow  it.  She  pushed  the  close  bushes 
aside  herself  with  trembling  hands,  and 
made  her  way  through  them  alone.  They 
reached  the  barren  and  stood  waiting: 
the  phaeton  was  in  sight. 

* "  I  can  not  bear  to  see  you  so  frighten- 
ed,'' he  said. 

"I  believe  you  are  sorry  for  me,"  he 
went  on — his  voice  was  gentle  now.  ' '  And 
that  is  why  you  are  afraid  to  speak — lest 
you  should  show  it.'' 

She  gave  him  one  quick  glance:  her 
eves  were  full  of  tears. 
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"That  is  it,  you  are  sorry.  I  tliank 
you  for  tliat;  and  I  shall  think  from  it 
that  you  liave  forgiven  me  those  years 
when  I  made  your  life  so  hard — that,  at 
least,  you  no  longer  hate  me." 

The  phaeton  was  rapidly  approaching 
now. 

"I  am  going  to  trust  you,  Margaret; 
and  I  believe  that  I  can.  You  will  not 
speak.  You  think  I  ought  not  to  have 
spoken.  But  if  I  leave  you — go  away  and 
do  not  return — perhaps  you  will  do — at 
least  it  will  be  showing  you  that  I  am  in 
earnest,  that  I  will,  and  can^  keep  my 
promise." 

The  phaeton  drew  up  before  them ;  Te- 
lano,  and  the  little  black  boy  who  had  act- 
ed as  messenger,  jumped  out. 

"You  must  not  come  with  me,"  she 
murmured. 

"You  are  to  drive,  Telano,"  Winthrop 
said,  as  he  helped  her  take  her  place;  "I 
shall  walk." 

He  stood  there;  the  phaeton  disappear- 
ed among  the  pines.  The  little  darky 
was  perched,  in  some  way  best  known  to 
himself,  on  the  seat  with  Telano,  behind ; 
take  it  altogether,  the  two  drives  and  the 
dimes  he  had  received,  it  was  the  happiest 
day  of  his  life. 

Winthrop  walked  northward. 


CHAPTER  XXVni. 

"I  SAID  I  would  not  write.  And  I  will 
not,  after  I  once  know  that  your  definite 
refusal  has  been  sent.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  I  am  asking  much ;  it  can  not  long 
be  kept  a  secret  in  any  case,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, should  not  be.  I  wish  you  would  let 
Aunt  Katrina  write  me  all  that  has  hap- 
pened; she  won't  do  you  any  too  much 
justice — you  can  be  sure  of  that.  I  left 
Gracias  that  same  day,  as  I  said  I  would, 
I  have  come  back  here  and  am  going  on 
with  all  my  usual  occupations.  It's  dull 
work,  but  I  can  keep  at  it." 

This  letter  of  Winthrop's  was  from  New 
York.  He  had  been  there  two  weeks, 
and  there  were  now  but  ten  days  left  of 
the  month  which  Margaret  had  said  her 
husband  had  allow^ed  for  her  answer.  He 
did  not  speak  of  this  in  his  letter.  But  it 
occupied  all  his  thoughts. 

On  the  day  when  he  could  have  had  a 
reply  from  East  Angels,  there  was  no  let- 
ter from  the  South.     He  waited  twenty-- 
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four  hours   to   allow  for  delays  or  acci- 
dent. 

Still  nothing. 

Margaret  did  not  then  intend  to  reply; 
it  was  a  case  wiiere  she  would  have  writ- 
ten immediately  (or  asked  Aunt  Katrina  to 
wa^ite),  if  she  had  intended  to  reply  at  all. 

' '  I  am  not  worthy  even  to  be  spoken  to, 
it  seems;  I  am  the  mud  under  her  feet. 
But  it  shall  not  be  so  easy  as  she  thinks  1" 

He  took  the  next  train  bound  for  Wash- 
ington, Richmond,  and  the  St.  John's 
River.  It  was  the  third  time  he  had 
made  the  long  journey  within  the  space 
of  four  weeks. 

He  was  in  such  a  fever  now — fever  of 
irritation  and  anxiety — that  he  did  not 
any  longer  try  to  keep  up  his  trust  in  her, 
to  be  certain,  as  he  had  endeavored  to 
be  during  the  intervening  time,  that  she 
had  been  influenced  by  what  he  had  said, 
or  by  her  own  more  deliberate  reflec- 
tions, and  that  in  any  case,  w^iether  he 
was  to  be  informed  of  it  or  kept  in  igno- 
rance, she  was  not  going  back  to  Lanse. 
It  now  seemed  to  him  possible  that,  in 
her  strange  self-sacrificing  sense  of  duty, 
she  might  go.  And  he  ground  his  teeth 
at  the  thought. 

The  leisurely  train  was  crossing  the 
pine  lands  of  North  Carolina,  making 
such  long  waits  at  grassy  little  stations  to 
take  on  wood  that  those  passengers  who 
had  a  taste  for  botany  had  time  to  explore 
the  surrounding  country  for  flowers.  A 
new  thought  came  to  him :  it  was  that  he 
need  not  have  counted  so  carefully  the 
days  of  the  month,  or  depended  upon 
that.  Perhaps  she  had  not  waited  for 
the  w^hole  time  to  pass;  perhaps  she  had 
gone  to  Fernandina,  was  already  there. 

"But  in  that  case  Aunt  Katrina  would 
certainly  have  written;  she  would  have 
been  delighted  to  tell  it,"  was  the  instant 
mental  answer  of  his  moi'e  individual 
self. 

"She  might  have  been  afraid  to;  you 
have  been  sufficiently  plain  with  her  late- 
ly w'ith  regard  to  your  own  ideas  of 
Lanse,"  was  the  response  of  the  first 
voice,  which,  though  part  of  himself  also, 
was  not  quite  so  near;  in  opposition,  if 
the  phrase  may  be  used. 

Winthrop  felt  that  he  should  like  to 
strangle  both  mute  speakers.  And  the 
train  also,  because  it  crept. 

' '  Oh,  can  you  tell  me — will  I  reach 
Fayette ville  before  dark  ?"  said  a  girl  be- 
hind him.     He  knew  it  was  a  girl  by  the 
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voice.  She  was  .speaking,  apparently,  to 
some  one  wlio  shared  lier  seat. 

This  person,  an  older  woman  (a.i^ain 
judging  b\'  the  tone),  was  well  informed 
as  to  the  methods  of  reaching  Fayette- 
ville,  tlie  trains,  and  the  hours.  This 
matter  settled,  they  went  on  talking. 

"I  have  been  up  in  the  mountains 
teaching,''  the  older  woman  presently  re- 
marked. 

"Oh,"  said  the  girl,  sympathetically 
(falling  inflection). 

"I  have  been  there  a  year,  and  I  tJiiiik 
when  I  came  away  I  left  light  behind." 

"0/iyes." 

"At  present  I  have  no  situation,  though 
I  have  one  in  view.  I  am  a  Georgian, 
but  I  am  not  going  directl}'  liome.  I  am 
going  to  make  a  visit  not  far  from  here. 
This  new  situation — they  are  most  anx- 
ious to  have  me,  but  I  say  to  myself, 
'  Will  I  do  the  most  good  there  ?  Is  it  a 
place  where  my  influence  will  carry  the 
most  weight?'  For  we  should  all  do  the 
best  we  can  with  our  talents;  it  is  a  duty. 
I  do  the  best  I  can  with  mine." 

"  Oh  yes,  1  reckon  so.  And  you  speak 
so  beautifully  too.  Perhaps  you've  spok- 
en ?     I  mean  before  people  ?" 

"Never  in  public,"  answered  the  other 
voice,  reprovingly.  "To  my  pupils,  but 
never  in  public.  I  think  a  woman  should 
always  keep  her  life  secluded ;  she  should 
be  the  comfort  and  the  ornament  of  a 
purely  private  home.  We  do  not  exhibit 
our  charms — which  should  be  sacred  to 
the  privacy  of  the  boudoir — in  the  glare 
of  great  lecture-rooms;  2ve  prefer  to  be, 
and  to  remain,  the  low-voiced,  retiring 
mothers  of  a  race  of  giant  sons  whom  the 
Muse  of  History  will  immortalize  in  the 
characters  of  soldier,  statesman,  and  di- 
vine." 

"Oh  yes,"  said  the  girl's  voice  again,  in 
good-natured,  if  inattentive,  acquiescence. 

Winthrop  glanced  back.  The  young 
girl  was  charmingl}^  pretty,  Avith  a  sweet 
indifference  in  her  eyes  which  seemed  to 
come  partly  from  indolence.  The  older 
woman — she  was  over  fifty — w^is  of  a 
martial  aspect,  broad-shouldered,  large- 
boned,  and  tall.  Her  upper  lip  was  that 
of  a  warrior,  her  high  cheek-bones  and 
abbreviated  nose  had  an  air  of  resolute 
determination.  Comfort  and  ornament 
of  a  purely  private  home,  as  she  had  just 
proclaimed  herself,  it  seemed  almost  as  if 
her  powers  would  be  wasted  there.  She 
was  a  woman  to  lead  an  army  thi'ough  a 


breach  without  flinching.  The  giant  sons 
in  her  case  were  presumably  imaginary, 
for  she  gave  her  name  to  her  companion 
as  the}'  parted:  "Miss  Louisa  Mearns— 
they  call  me  Lulette."  Her  voice  Avas 
very  soft  and  sweet. 

"Southerner,  of  course,  with  those 
lovely  tones,"  was  Winthrop's  mental 
comment  as  she  passed,  stei)ping  rather 
delicately,  and,  tall  as  she  was,  Avithout 
any  stride.  "But  she's  got  a  thorough 
soul  of  Maine,  though  she  doesn't  dream 
of  it,  and  a  genuine  New  Hampshire  body 
too.  There  must  have  been  transmigra- 
tion somewhere  among  her  ancestors." 
And  then  from  sheer  Aveariness  and  rest- 
lessness he  Avent  into  another  car. 

"I  say,  HaAvks,  let's  get  out  and  push 
behind.  It  Avill  be  good  exercise  for  us — 
'spand  the  chest,  and  Ave'll  get  our  trunks 
to  Wilmington  a  sight  quicker,"  Avas  call- 
ed across  the  aisle  by  one  commercial 
traveller  to  another. 

This  specimen  of  Northern  humor  Avas 
evidently  despised  b}^  all  the  Southerners 
present.  In  the  first  place,  they  consid- 
ered the  train  quite  fast  enough,  and  they 
Avere  not  accustomed  in  any  case  to  listen 
to  jocular  remarks  from  people  they  did 
not  know  ;  they  still  belonged,  in  fact, 
most  of  them,  to  the  era  of  travelling  in 
priA^ate  carriages.  The  few  Northerners 
in  the  car,  exhausted  by  the  daAvdling 
progress  across  the  green  pretty  country, 
by  the  desultory  methods  of  the  negroes 
who  thrcAV  on  Avood,  by  the  inexplicable 
backings  and  halts,  appreciated  the  drum- 
mer's jest.  They  did  not  smile—  not  they : 
two  of  them  turned  and  gave  a  dry  look 
in  the  direction  of  the  irrcA^erent  yo^uth. 
dui'ing  Avhich  moment  their  set  facial 
w^rinkles  Avere  somcAvhat  relaxed;  then, 
exchanging  a  brief  returning  glance  Avith 
each  other,  Avhicli  probably,  though  not 
in  the  least  visibly,  conveyed  sympathy, 
they  returned  to  their  morning  papers. 

Winthrop's  feeling  Avas  that  this  train 
Avould  be  in  North  Carolina  a  Aveek.  But 
it  got  on.  It  traversed  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia;  it  passed  through  the  cot- 
ton country;  it  crossed  beautiful  rivers 
rolling  sloAvly  toward  the  sea  ;  then  it 
made  a  wide  detour  round  Okefinokee 
swamp,  and  at  last  brought  him  again  to 
the  margin  of  the  broad  St.  John's.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  half  a  lifetime  had 
passed  since  he  left  it. 

He  reached  East  Angels  in  the  afternoon. 
The  old  gray-Avhite  house  AA'as  no  longer 
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his  own  ;  tliougli  the  lower  door  stood 
open,  he  knocked.  Cindy  appeared.  Yes, 
Mrs.  Rutherford  and  Mrs.  Harold  w^ere 
both  at  home ;  they  were  in  Mrs.  Ruther- 
ford's sitting-room  upstairs.  But  when 
she  had  preceded  him  and  opened  the  door 
of  that  apartment,  only  Aunt  Katrina  was 
there. 

"Mercy,  Evert!  where  did  you  come 
from?"  she  exclaimed,  in  akey  rather  high- 
er than  her  usual  calm  tones.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  she  looked  frig-htened. 

"From  New  York,  of  course.  You  are 
alone  ?  Where  is  Margaret  ?"  He  spoke 
abruptly. 

"Oh,  she's  /lere,"  responded  Aunt  Ka- 
trina, quickly,  in  a  re-assuring  voice. 

But  her  emphasis  told  him  that  it  might 
not  be  "here"  long;  it  might  be  some  oth- 
er word.  Would  that  w^ord  be  ' '  Fernan- 
dina" ? 

At  any  rate,  Margaret  was  not  yet  gone. 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  '  here'  ?  She's 
not  in  the  room." 

"She  doesn't  spend  every  moment  with 
me ;  I  want  some  time  for  my  own  read- 
ing and  meditation.  She's  in  the  garden, 
or  the  drawing-room,  I  suppose  —  some- 
where about." 

"Aunt  Katrina,  tell  me  in  so  many 
words — is  she  going  back  to  Lanse  ?" 

"Why— er — why,  yes,  I  believe  so." 
Aunt  Katrina's  voice  fairly  faltered. 

"You  have  had  a  hand  in  this;  you 
have  urged  her." 

"Well,  Evert,  she's  Lanse's  wife,  you 
know." 

"Where  is  she?" 

"I  have  told  you  already  that  I  don't 
know." 

' '  Not  gone  ?"  he  said,  with  quick-return- 
ing suspicion. 

"Oh  dear  no!  What  are  you  think- 
ing of  ?" 

"I'm  thinking  that  I  can  not  trust  either 
of  you.     When  is  she  going,  then  ?" 

"Well,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  about 
that.  Back  and  forth,  you  know;  letters 
and — " 

"  When  ?"  he  repeated,  imperatively. 

"To-morrow,"  answered  Aunt  Katrina, 
in  almost  the  same  tone  as  his  own.  ' '  How 
you  do  storm  about.  Evert!" 

But  he  had  left  the  room  almost  before 
her  words  were  finished. 

Margaret  was  not  in  the  drawing-room ; 
she  was  not  in  the  garden.  He  met  Pa- 
blo. ' '  Do  you  know  where  Mrs.  Harold 
is  ?"  he  said. 


"She's  in  der  yorrange  grove,  sah.  I 
ben  dar  myse'f  lookin'  arter  der  place  a 
little,  as  I  has  ter,  en  I  see  her  dar."  Pa- 
blo meant  the  old  grove — his  grove;  the 
new  grove  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  and  was  as  ugly  as  a  new  grove 
always  is. 

Down  to  this  hour  old  Pablo  had  never 
become  satiated  with  the  delight  of  work- 
ing in  the  old  grove  at  his  own  pleasure 
and  according  to  Southern  methods  alone. 
Poor  little  Melissa  Whiting's  voice  had 
longbeen  stilled, but  Pablo  was  rioting  yet. 

The  old  grove  was  in  bloom.  It  was 
not  so  productive  now  as  it  liad  been  in 
Mrs.  Thome's  day,  but  it  was  much  more 
beautiful.  Pablo's  rioting  had  not  in- 
cluded steady  labor  of  any  sort ;  there  had 
been  no  pruning,  and  very  little  digging; 
the  aisles  were  green  and  luxuriant,  the 
ground  undisturbed.  The  perfume  of  the 
blossoms  filled  the  air;  on  some  of  the 
trees  blossoms  and  ripe  fruit  were  hang- 
ing together. 

Winthrop  walked  on  under  the  bright 
foliage  and  bride-like  bloom.  But  there 
was  no  sign  of  Margaret. 

"Of  course  she  would  not  be  here,"  he 
thought,  "or  at  least  she  would  not  stay; 
it's  far  too  sweet." 

At  length  he  saw  her  light  dress.  She 
was  just  beyond  the  grove's  border.  Here 
there  was  an  old  nondescript  pillar,  crown- 
ed by  a  clumsy  vase ;  as  both  were  made 
of  coquina,  there  was  not  much  shape  left 
in  either  of  them.  She  was  leaning  against 
this  ornament,  with  her  back  to  the  grove ; 
one  arm  lay  across  the  top.  She  wore  no 
gloves,  and  he  could  see  her  pretty  hand 
with  its  single  ring,  the  band'  of  plain 
gold.  In  front  of  her  there  was  a  little 
glade,  green  and  quiet;  in  its  centre  was 
the  low  curb  of  an  old  well,  overgrown 
with  jasmine.  She  appeared  to  be  look- 
ing at  it. 

His  footsteps  had  made  no  sound  on 
the  soft  earth ;  he  came  upon  her  before 
she  discovered  him. 

"I  don't  think  you  can  be  much  sur- 
prised to  see  me,"  he  said.  "You  have 
waited  here  to  the  last  hour  of  your  allot- 
ted time.  You  might  have  gone  days  ago, 
and  then  I  should  not  have  seen  you  at 
all;  but  you  have  waited.  It  looks  quite 
as  if  you  expected  me  to  come ;  as  if  you 
washed  to  give  me  one  more  final  thrust 
before  \"ou  joined  your  excellent  husband. 
Of  course  I  deserve  nothing  better;  I  ap- 
preciate that." 


AFRICA'S  AWAKENING. 


BY  DAVID  KER. 


THE  prospects  of  African  civilization 
are  aptly  summed  np  in  the  elder 
Prince  GortschakolT's  terse  definition  of 
the  equally  undeveloped  vastness  of  Sibe- 
ria as  "a  good  bill  payable  at  a  lonir 
date."  Tast  as  are  the  results  achieved 
during:  the  last  few  yeai*s,  they  are  as 
nothing  to  the  work  which  still  remains 
to  be  done ;  but  the  outer  world  is  at  all 
events  beginning-  to  learn  for  the  fii*st 
time  what  Africa  really  is,  and  what  she 
really  needs.  As  lately  as  1S30,  civilization 
hailed  as  a  gi*eat  discovery  the  announce- 
ment that  **John  and  Richard  Landor, 
having  voyaged  down  the  Niger  from 
Yauri  to  the  sea,  have  satisfactorily  as- 
certained that  it  is  not  the  Congo  I''  Even 
after  this  amazing  revelation,  and,  indeed, 
almost  up  to  tlie  date  of  Stanley's  famous 
•'finding  of  Livingstone,*'  the  few  Euro- 
peans who  thought  of  Africa  at  all  thought 
of  it  as  a  vast  sandy  desert,  with  a  fioating 
population  consisting  chiefly  of  hungry 
lions  and  robl>ers  more  ferocious  still,  the 
latter  being  in  the  habit  of  "careering 
over  the  waste''  on  swift  horses  without 
any  obvious  cause  for  their  hurry,  living 
comfortably  where  there  was  nothing  to 
eat,  and  amassing  stores  of  ill-gotten 
wealth  ^'here  there  was  no  one  to  rob. 

But  the  great  tidal  wave  of  civilization 
which  is  now  bui*sting  into  the  Dark  Con- 
tinent has  swept  awaj'  these  delusions  at 
once  and  forever.  The  supposed  '  *  desert" 
proves  to  contain  wide  tracts  of  alluvial 
soil  as  fertile  as  the  Cashmere  Valley,  for- 
ests vast  enough  to  swallow  up  all  the 
woods  of  northern  Russia,  lakes  to  which 
Ladoga  and  Onega  would  be  mere  pools, 
mountains  as  high  as  the  stateliest  peaks 
of  the  Alps  or  the  Caucasus,  and  rivers 
forming  a  series  of  watery  high-roads  as 
magnificent  as  those  of  Siberia  itself,  with 
the  additional  advantage  of  having  no 
winter  to  impede  them.  Indeed,  the  fu- 
ture history  of  Africa  will  be  written  along 
the  lines  traced  by  the  Nile,  the  Niger,  and 
the  Congo,  as  certainly  as  that  of  Central 
Asia  has  followed  the  course  of  the  Syr- 
Darya  and  the  Oxus ;  and  with  these  three 
great  natural  highways  any  survey  of  Af- 
rica's development  must  necessarily  begin. 

Among  the  countless  blessings  of  war 
must  be  reckoned  its  power  of  teaching 
geography  and  its  aptitude  for  developing 


railways.  Thousands  who  but  for  the 
Afghan  frontier  quarrel  would  have  gone 
to  their  g-raves  ignorant  of  the  Yery  exist- 
ence of  Penjdeh.  Bala  Murghab,  or  Pul-i- 
Khisti.  are  now  as  familiar  with  those  civil- 
ized and  interesting  spots  as  with  Central 
Park  or  Coney  Island,  while  the  Soudan 
war  has  set  on  foot  twa  railroads  (the 
Suakin-Berberand  the  Upper  Nile  Valley), 
which  the  historian  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury will  class  among  the  most  important 
achievements  of  the  nineteenth.  The  first 
of  these  undertakings,  however,  is  intend- 
ed not  to  supei*sede.  but  to  assist,  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Nile,  which  matches  its  two 
great  brothei^s,  the  Niger  and  the  Congo, 
in  the  number  and  violence  of  the  rapids 
that  obstruct  its  couree.  Its  commence- 
ment was  interwoven  with  the  dreams  of 
Soudanese  conquest  and  traffic  which 
liaunted  the  ex-Khedive  of  Egypt,  Ismail 
Pasha,  who,  growing  imjiatient  at  the  slow 
progress  of  the  railroad  that  he  was  push- 
ing along  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile  through 
u])per  Egypt  into  Nubia,  resolved,  like  the 
Irish  novel-reader,  "to  begin  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  finish  the  beginning  at  the  end." 
The  new  departure  was  made  from  "Wadi 
Haifa,  a  Nubian  town  550  miles  below 
Berber  by  the  winding  river  route,  and 
upward  of  600  from  the  3Iediterranean  in 
a  straight  line.  Thence  the  track  was 
completed  as  far  as  Sarras,  when  some  new 
caprice  diverted  the  attention  of  its  vola- 
tile patron,  who  left  the  work  unfinished. 
It  was  recommenced  by  England  in 
18S4.  a  few  months  after  Gordon's  arrival 
at  Khartoom.  and  fifteen  miles  out  of  sixty- 
two  were  completed  on  the  Ferket  section, 
which  avoids  the  iDcrilous  Dal  rapids. 
The  work  was  vigorously  pushed  on  dur- 
ing the  summer  by  order  of  General  Wol- 
seley.  who  asserted  that  by  constructing 
tramways  around  the  cataracts  of  Fatmeli 
and  Khaibar,  and  laying  about  220  miles 
of  track  along  various  parts  of  the  upper 
Nile,  a  line  of  communication  available  at 
all  seasons  might  l^e  established  between 
Wadi  Haifa  and  Korti,  the  future  head- 
quarters of  the  British  army  during  the 
Soudan  campaign.  But  the  works  at 
Ferket  came  to  an  abrupt  halt  in  the  early 
fall  from  lack  of  material,  while  the  con- 
struction of  the  higher  sections  was  stopped 
short  on  the  2Stli  of  October  bv  a  whole- 
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sale  desertion  of  the  Arab  work 

men  in  consequence  of  tlie  se-  '    - 

cret  intrigues  of  El  Malidi. 

But  tliis  project — a  tempo-  ^^  .. 

raiy  one  at  best — sinks  into  c::;:^  -.- -v:: 
insignificance  compared  Tvitli  *-=— — 
tlie  rival  enterprise  advocated 
more  than  twenty  yeai-s  ago  by  no  less  an 
authority  than  Sir  Samuel  Baker.  At  fix-st 
sight,  indeexU  ^the  deliberate  announce- 
ment of  a  scheme  for  raising  the  level  of 
the  Nile  so  high  as  to  annihilate  all  its 
cataracts  by  burying  fathoms  deep  the 
obstructions  that  cause  them,  while  ferti- 
liziug  with  the  rich  deposit  of  its  watei's  a 
desert  as  large  as  the  combined  area  of 
France  and  Germany,  might  well  aj)pear 
startling  even  to  a  generation  which  has 
hewed  its  way  through  the  isthmus  of 
Suez  and  has  begun  to  x3ieiTe  that  of  Pan- 
ama. But  its  feasibility  is  obvious  to  any 
one   who  remembers   that  althouo-h   the 
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actual  feedere  of  the  Xile  are  the  two  great 
equatorial  lakes  wjiich  are  now  famous  as 
the  Victoria  and  Albert  ^yanza.  the  real 
sources  of  its  yeai'ly  overflow  are  the 
great  tributaries  sent  down  into  it  by  Af- 
rica's Switzerland.  Abyssinia. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  full  signifi- 
cance of  this  fact,  let  us  suppose  ourselves 
standing  beside  the  Atbara.  near  CoUo- 
dabad  (160  miles  southeast  of  its  junction 
with  the  Nile),  on  a  hot,  cloudless  June 
morning,  when  the  sultry  air  and  the 
cracked,  parching  earth  seem  alike  heavy 
with  the  torpid  silence  of  utter  exhaus- 
tion.    LoD£-  weel^  of  drou^'ht  have  done 
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their  work,  and  in  tlie  channel  throngli 
Avhicli  tlie  splendid  river  llowed  swift  and 
deep  only  a  few  months  ago  the  dry  sand 
now  g-lares  white  in  the  scorching  sun- 
shine. All  around,  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  the  stony  grimness  of  the  great 
Bishareen  Desert,  stretching  unbroken  up 
to  the  Blue  Nile  on  the  west  and  the  Eed 
Sea  on  the  east,  wearies  the  eye  with  its 
hideous  sameness;  and  miles  away  to  the 
southeast  the  four  pyramidal  bluffs  of 
granite  around  Gozerajup,  marking  the 
southernmost  limit  of  the  Nubian  wilder- 
ness, loom  distortedly  through  a  quiver- 
ing film  of  intense  heat,  like  the  reek  from 
the  mouth  of  a  furnace. 

Suddenly  a  hollow  rumble,  like  distant 
thunder,  blends  with  the  warning  shriek 
of  "El  Bahr!  el  Bahr!"  (the  river!  the 
river  I)  from  the  Arabs  who  are  rushing 
frantically  up  the  crumbling  sides  of  the 
gully;  and  we  have  barelj'  time  to  draw 
breath  when  the  whole  valley  around  us 
is  one  whirl  of  foaming,  leaping,  roaring 
waters,  500  yards  wide  by  20  feet  deep, 
and  black  as  ink  with  the  rich  soil  which, 
washed  down  from  the  slo])es  of  the  Abys- 
sinian hills,  gives  to  the  Atbara  its  Arabic 
name  of  "Bahr  el  Aswat"  (the  black  river). 
The  tributaries  of  the  Nile  come  down  in 
their  might  to  re-enforce  her  wasting 
stream  with  the  free  mountain  torrents 
which  no  sun  can  dry.  Away,  away 
I'ushes  the  life-giving  Hood  on  its  long 
journey  toward  the  swarthy  Egyptian 
liusbandmen,  who  are  watching  for  its 
coming  a  thousand  miles  to  the  north- 
ward. Ten  leagues  above  the  spot  where 
the  white,  flat-roofed  houses  of  Berber 
look  out  from  a  garland  of  living  green* 
over  the  hot,  brassy  yellow  of  the  Nubian 
Desert,  this  last  affluent  bursts  into  the 
shrunken  Nile.  The  bare,  rocky  ridges 
behind  Abu-Hamed,  the  high,  steep  bank 
whence  Korti  peers  through  its  clustering 
trees  at  the  perilous  shoals  below,  the 
great  red  cliff  ihat  sentinels  the  crum- 
bling and  half-ruined  hovels  of  Old  Don- 
gola,  are  one  by  one  left  behind.  On- 
ward still,  i^ast  the  tall,wliit«,  spear-point- 
ed minarets  that  rise  above  the  dark  green 
palms  of  New  Dongola.  beneath  which, 
forty  years  ago,  i^layed  a  bare-limbed  Arab 

*  This  eight-acre  garden  of  date-palms,  citrons, 
and  lemons,  still  fresli  as  when  first  planted  by  wise 
old  Halleem  Effendi  many  yeai's  ago,  is  the  most 
striking  possible  proof  how  much  may  be  achieved 
by  culture  and  irrigation  even  in  a  seemingly  hope- 
less desert. 


boy  who  was  one  day  to  call  himself  El 
Mahdi;  jiast  the  mighty  crags  of  l)asalt, 
more  than  200  feet  in  height,  which  start 
up  out  of  the  thick  cotfee-brown  stream 
beside  Wadi  Haifa :  past  the  stern  cliffs  of 
red  granite  beyond  it,  and  the  brown  huts 
of  Korosko,  where  the  black  loam  of  the 
river  seems  divided  by  a  ruled  line  from 
the  tawny  sand  of  the  desert — till  at  length 
the  slender  masts  of  the  white-winged 
Arab  boats  are  seen  bristling  around  the 
muddy  landing-place  of  Assouan,  and  the 
rushiug  river  pours  itself  in  a  fertilizing 
deluge  over  the  interminable  plains  of 
Egypt. 

Is  it  possible,  then,  to  strike  a  balance 
between  these  alternate  extremes  of  lavish 
abundance  and  bitter  scarcity,  or  to  con- 
vert to  their  proper  use  these  countless 
tons  of  fertiliziug  deposit  which  the  Nile 
sweeps  down  into  the  sea.  to  form  there  a 
line  of  sand  banks  along  the  whole  Egyi>- 
tian  coast,  and  gradually  block  up  not 
only  the  mouths  of  the  great  river  itself, 
but  the  entrance  of  the  Suez  Canal  like- 
wise ?  Sir  Samuel  Baker,  the  greatest  liv- 
ing authority  upon  the  Nile  and  its  capa- 
bilities, declares  that  all  this  can  be  done, 
and  his  plan  is  too  characteristically  bold 
and  simi)le  to  be  stated  in  any  words  but 
his  own: 

"The  Nile  is  a  powerful  horse  without 
harness;  but  with  a  bridle  in  his  mouth 
the  fertility  of  Egypt  might  be  increased 
to  a  vast  extent.  With  a  river  that  sup- 
plies an  unlimited  quantity  of  water  and 
mud  at  a  particular  season,  having  a  fall 
of  1500  feet  in  1000  miles,  a  supply  could 
be  afforded  to  a  prodigious  area,  which 
would  be  fertilized  not  only  by  irrigatipn, 
but  by  the  annual  deposit  of  soil  from  the 
water  being  allowed  to  remain  upon  the 
surface.  The  establishment  of  a  series  of 
dams  across  the  Nile  would  raise  its  level 
at  certain  points,  whence  the  water  might 
be  led  by  canals  into  the  natural  depres- 
sions. These  would  form  reservoirs,  from 
which  the  enormous  volume  of  water 
heavily  charged  with  soil  (which  now 
rushes  uselessly  into  the  sea)  might  be 
conducted  through  the  deserts  of  Nubia 
and  Libya,  to  transform  them  into  cot- 
ton fields  that  icould  render  England 
independent  of  America.  This  great 
work  might  be  commenced  by  a  single 
dam  above  the  first  cataract  at  Assouan, 
at  a  spot  where  the  river  is  walled  in  by 
granite  hills.  Here  the  water  could  be 
raised  to  an  exceediugly  high  level,  which 
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would  command  an  immense  tract  of  coun- 
try. Similar  dams  mig'lit  be  constructed 
at  convenient  intervals,  and  by  raising  the 
level  of  the  Nile  sixty  feet  at  every  dam, 
the  cataracts  woukl  no  longer  exist,  as 
the  rocks  forming  the  obstructions  would 
be  buried  in  the  depths  of  the  river.  Stone 
being  plentiful  tln'oughout  the  Nile  Val- 
ley, the  engineering  difficulties  would  l^e 
trilling,  while  sluice-gates  and  canals  at 
tlie  various  dams  would  conduct  the  ship- 
ping" either  up  or  down  the  stream." 

Gigantic  as  the  scheme  may  appear 
w^hich  thus  aims  at  the  fertilization  of 
the  w^hole  Soudan  at  one  blow,  it  is  merely 
the  repetition  on  a  magnificent  scale  of 
what  the  Egyptians  themselves  have  al- 
ready achieved  on  a  small  one.  The  bar- 
rage constructed  between  Cairo  and  Alex- 
andria by  the  first  Viceroy,  Mehemet  Ali 
Pasha,  had  precisely  the  same  effect  in 
raising  the  level  of  the  Nile  and  pouring 
its  waters  into  the  irrigating  canals  of  the 
surrounding  country.  Any  traveller  who 
has  ascended  the  upper  Nile  by  boat  from 
Berber  to  Khartoom  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years  must  have  seen  at  almost 
every  mile  of  his  voyage  the  huge,  clumsy, 
creaking  saJcyeh  (water-wheel)  thirty  feet 
in  diameter,  and  worked  by  two  oxen, 
which,  as  it  turns,  fills  with  the  soft  river 
water  the  buckets  hung  to  its  frame-work 
by  ropes  of  dried  grass,  and  then  empties 
them  again  into  the  hollowed  palm  trunk 
which  serves  as  a  conduit  pipe  to  carry 
the  stream  into  the  irrigating  trenches 
around.  Higher  up  the  Nile  Valley  he 
would  find  this  rude  contrivance  replaced 
by  one  even  more  primitive,  A^iz.,  the  tra- 
ditional s/iacZoo/,  or  earthen  pitcher,  raised 
and  lowered,  like  an  ordinary  well  bucket, 
by  a  cord  attached  to  a  stout  horizontal 
spar.  The  rule,  or  rather  misrule,  of  the 
Egyptian  government  is  sufiiciently  char- 
acterized by  the  one  fact  that  instead  of 
aiding  and  encouraging  these  feeble  at- 
tempts at  improvement,  it  has  actually  laid 
a  heavy  impost  upon  the  irrigation  which 
is  the  very  life  of  the  land,  each  sakyeh 
paying  a  yearly  tax  of  760  Egyptian  pias- 
tres (nearly  $35),  and  each  shadoof  330 
(8l5).  But  the  effect  produced  even  by 
these  puny  and  barbarous  methods  amply 
proves  what  mighty  results  may  be  ex- 
pected from  a  regular  and  universal  sys- 
tem of  culture,  armed  with  all  the  re- 
sources of  science,  and  supported  by  all 
the  wealth  of  civilization. 

Sir  Samuel's  bold  prophecy  of  the  con- 


version of  the  Nubian  and  Libyan  deserts 
into  cotton  fields  is  no  poetical  exaggera- 
tion. At  Assouan,  at  Port  Said,  at  Berber, 
along  both  sides  of  the  Suez  Canal,  luxu- 
riant vegetation  may  now  be  seen  grow- 
ing upon  soil  brought  from  a  distance, 
and  spread  over  the  parched  and  lifeless 
sands  of  the  great  eastern  desert.  During 
the  late  American  war,  Egypt  supplied 
England  w^itli  a  vast  quantity  of  excellent 
cotton,  the  only  drawback  being  the  inev- 
itable diminution  of  the  corn  crop  by  the 
sudden  withdrawal  of  so  large  a  surface 
from  the  limited  area  of  lower  Egypt  for 
purposes  of  cotton  raising.  But  when  the 
cotton  plantations  of  the  Nile  shall  extend 
from  the  border  of  upx)er  Egypt  to  that 
of  Abyssinia,  middle  and  lower  Egypt 
will  be  left  free  for  the  exclusive  rearing 
of  those  splendid  harvests  which  fed  the 
Roman  republic  2000  years  ago. 

The  cotton  culture  w^hich  succeeded  so 
well  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  twenty-three 
years  since  has  an  equally  promising  field 
at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  main 
stream,  in  the  wide  plain  through  which 
its  two  great  branches  rush  to  join  each 
other  at  Khartoom .  The  tributary  streams 
of  the  Rahad  and  the  Atbara,  diverging 
from  the  same  point  of  the  great  Abys- 
sinian mountain  wall,  inclose  a  triangle 
of  rich  level  prairie,  w^hich  any  one  who 
has  travelled  in  northw^estern  Afghanis- 
tan may  picture  to  himself  by  recalling 
the  triangular  plain  of  Badgheis  similar- 
ly flanked  by  the  Murghab  and  the  Heri- 
Rud,  with  Herat  at  its  apex  instead  of 
Gallabat.  The  whole  southern  part  of 
this  district — which  farther  resembles  the 
Badgheis  province  in  forming-  a  kind  of 
"debatable  land"  between  Abyssinia  and 
the  Egyptian  Soudan — is  one  vast  alluvial 
flat,  with  a  regular  rain-fall  every  year 
from  June  till  the  middle  of  September, 
and  a  soil  as  admirably  adapted  for  cotton 
growing  as  that  of  the  finest  plantation 
on  the  Mississippi.  Tiue,  that  wretched 
Eastern  misgovernment  which  regards 
every  fine  province  as  a  butcher  regards 
a  fat  ox  has  done  its  utmost  to  ruin  this 
splendid  regioji,  the  ill-fated  inhabitants 
of  which  have  long  been  used  to  raise  just 
enough  produce  for  their  own  subsistence, 
knowing  that  any  surplus  would  be  in- 
stantly seized  by  the  rapacious  govern- 
ment. No  one  who  has  seen  the  Egyp- 
tian soldiers  carrying  off  the  daughters  of 
the  Arab  peasantry,  tearing  down  their 
.huts   for  fire-AVOod,  extorting  black-mail 
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from  them  over  and  above  the  grinding- 
otficial  taxation,  can  wonder  at  tlie  suc- 
cess of  El  Malidi's  rebellion.  A  very  few 
years  ago  the  bare  rumor  of  Egyptian 
troops  approaching  sufficed  to  make  all 
the  inhabitants  of  a  Soudanese  village 
gather  their  families,  their  live  stock,  and 
whatever  they  could  most  easily  carry 
away,  and  fly  to  the  hills  or  the  desert, 
leaving  their  unreaped  corn  and  deserted 
homes  at  the  mercy  of  tlie  Khedive's 
blood-hounds.  But  despite  all  that  the 
Gallabat  Plain  has  suffered  and  is  still 
suffering  from  human  crime  and  human 
folly,  the  long  trains  of  camels  which  one 
meets  on  the  Rahad  and  the  upper  Atba- 
ra,  each  bearing  400  or  500  pounds  of  cot- 
ton or  tobacco  to  the  Abyssinian  markets, 
show  what  may  be  expected  of  it  when 
freed  from  the  double  burden  of  native 
barbarism  and  Egyptian  tyranny.  The 
duty  of  removing  this  burden  lies  at  pre- 
sent between  England,  as  the  holder  of 
Suakin,  and  Italy,  as  the  holder  of  Masso- 
wah.  Both  have  set  their  faces  inland, 
and  England  has  already  taken  her  first 
stride  toward  the  promised  land  of  the 
eastern  Soudan  by  commencing  the  sec- 
ond of  the  two  great  Nile  railways,  vi^, 
that  from  Suakin  to  Berber. 

The  preference  originally  given  to  the 
northernmost  of  the  two  routes  from  the 
Red  Sea  coast  to  Berber,  as  "better  water- 
ed" than  the  southern  route  via  Sinkat, 
can  not  but  sound  ironical  to  those  who 
remember  how  many  of  the  eleven 
"  wells"  that  dot  its  dreary  239  miles  of 
desert  are  mere  mud -holes,  the  liquid 
scooped  from  w^hicli  is  far  more  like  an- 
chovy sauce  than  water.  But  a  very 
slight  effort  of  scientific  boring  would 
remedy  this  drawback,  and  the  line  itself 
presents  only  two  engineering  difficulties 
worth  mentioning.  After  the  crossing  of 
the  first  low  ridge  at  Tambouk,  twenty- 
seven  miles  west  of  Suakin,  the  ground 
slopes  gradually  upward  to  its  highest 
point  at  the  Haratri  Pass,  forty-two  miles 
farther  on.  This  rocky  defile, rising  steep- 
ly to  a  height  of  2850  feet,  will  undoubted- 
1\-  require  some  labor,  but  bej^ond  it  the 
ground  descends  again  by  a  tolerably  easy 
slope  of  sixty  miles  to  the  Ariab  Oasis. 
Beyond  Ariab  comes  the  only  other  obsta- 
cle of  any  consequence,  viz.,  a  perfectly 
waterless  tract  of  fifty- three  miles,  follow- 
ed by  a  five-mile  belt  of  that  deep  soft  sand 
which  all  Egyptian  and  Anglo-Indian  en- 
gineers know  to  their  cost;  but  this  once 


passed,  a  tolerabh'  level  plateau  stretches 
unl)roken  all  the  way  to  Berber, 

"Were  Sir  Samuel  Baker's  projected  dams 
across  the  Nile  supplemented  by  a  similar 
dam  on  the  Atbara,  the  whole  Bishareen 
Desert  from  Gozerajup  as  far  north  as 
Berber  (a  distance  of  more  than  200  miles) 
might  be  made  as  fertile  as  the  Gallabat 
Plain  itself,  and  might  load  every  freight- 
car  on  the  Suakin-Berber  Railwaj'  with 
first-rate  cotton  and  corn.  But  it  is  per- 
hai^s  reserved  for  Italy  to  build  another 
railway  of  even  greater  importance — from 
the  Red  Sea  harbor  of  Massowah  due  west 
aci'oss  the  215  miles  of  hill  and  valley  be- 
tween it  and  Kassala,  the  greatest  trading 
centre  of  the  Soudan  after  Khartcwm,  and 
the  capital  of  the  Iladendowa  Arabs,  who 
have  been  held  at  bny  there  for  nearly  two 
years  by  a  handful  of  brave  men  behind  a 
mud  wall  which  one  Avell-served  battery 
could  level  in  a  day.  The  possession  of 
Massowah  itself,the  natural  outlet  of  Ab\'s- 
sinia,  is  an  incalculable  advantage.  The 
settlement  of  Assab  Bay,  immediately  to 
the  nortliwest  of  the  Strait  of  Bab-el-^.Ian- 
deb,  purchased  by  Ital}'  from  the  Danakil 
chiefs  in  1870,  and  transformed  ten  years 
later  into  something  like  a  commercial  sta- 
tion by  the  enterprise  of  Messrs.  Rubattino 
and  Co.,  is  too  remote  and  too  completely 
shut  in  by  deserts  ever  to  become  a  great 
gateway  of  African  commerce.  But  Mas- 
sowah, the  Venice  of  the  Red  Sea.  built  on 
an  island  at  the  northern  end  of  the  spa- 
cious bay  of  Arkiko,  protected  against 
storms  by  the  Dhalak  islets,  and  linked  to 
the  mainland  by  a  causeway  a  mile  long, 
has  cax^abilities  far  beyond  the  apparent 
promise  of  its  rabble  of  circular  mud  bur- 
rows thatched  with  corn  stalks,  and  hud- 
dled around  a  few  larger  buildings  of  stone 
or  coral.  The  5000  Greeks  and  Italians 
who  now  people  its  narrow,  crooked,  dirty 
lanes  are  the  germ  of  a  mighty  future. 
Abyssinia,  cut  off  from  the  sea,  like  her 
European  counterpart,  Montenegro,  by  a 
small  strip  of  foreign  territory,  has  long 
looked  as  wistfully  at  Massowah,  and  the 
Bogos  Plateau  which  divides  it  from  her, 
as  the  Black  Mountaineers  once  looked  at 
Antivari  and  the  adjacent  coast  of  Dalma- 
tia;  and  the  establishment  of  safe  and 
speedy  communications  thence  into  the 
heart  of  the  country  w^ould  increase  a 
hundredfold  the  already  promising  local 
traffic.  As  long  ago  as  1862,  when  the 
Abyssinian  tributaries  of  the  Nile  were 
fully  explored  for  the  first  time,  the  mar- 
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ket  rates  at  Kassala  were  as  follows:  Cot- 
ton, 81  the  kantar  (100  poimds) ;  o-um- 
arabic,  ditto;  cotjf^'ee,  5  cents  per  pound: 
corn,  S  piastres  (40  cents)  the  racJiel  of  500 
pounds.  At  Gallabat,*  the  otliei*  great 
centre  of  the  border  trade  between  Abj's- 
sinia  and  the  Soudan  (about  180  miles  due 
south  of  Kassala),  a  fat  ox  could  then  be 
had  for  87,  a  fine  fowl  for  two  cents,  and 
egg's  at  the  rate  of  nine  for  two  cents  and. 
a  half.  Such  a  country  is  surely  worth 
opening  to  civilized  commerce,  especially 
when  coupled,  with  the  possibility  of  con- 
verting the  now  useless  and.  desert  tract 
between  Kassala  and  Khartoom  into  one 
great  crop  of  that  magnificent  dliiirra 
(corn)  which  grows  to  a  height  of  ten, 
twelve,  or  even  fifteen  feet,  and  in  which 
I  have  more  than  once  lost  my  way  as 
completely  as  in  an  actual  forest.  Once 
freed  from  the  nightmare  of  Egyptian  ex- 
tortion which  has  paralyzed  it  ever  since 
Turkey  ceded  it  to  the  Khedive  in  1866, 
once  brought  into  direct  contact  with  the 
most  productive  regions  of  the  interior, 
Massowah's  prosperity  will  advance  with 
giant  strides.  The  mountains  to  the  south 
of  the  Tacazze  will  give  up  their  hidden 
treasures  of  copper  and  malachite,  and  the 
huge  gray  peak  of  Allatakoora  Avill  look 
down  upon  long  trains  of  freight-cars  bear- 
ing to  the  Massowah  warehouses  the  gum- 
arabic  of  Kordofan,  i\iQ  beeswax  of  Abys- 
sinia, the  coffee  of  the  border  foot-hills, 
the  senna  gathered  in  the  Bishareen  Des- 
erts, the  corn  and  cotton  grown  on  the 
plain  of  Gallabat,  and  the  hides  and  ivory 
brought  down  by  the  bold  hunters  of  the 
Ham  ran. 

But  even  this  does  not  exhaust  the  glo- 
rious possibilities  which  are  now  dawning 
upon  eastern  Africa.  The  same  raising 
of  the  Nile's  level  wliicli  can  achieve  these 
splendid  results  will  also  make  the  great 
river  navigable  from  its  mouth  right  up  to 
Gondokoro  (within  a  short  journey  of  the 
great  equatorial  lakes  which  form  its  act- 
ual source),  sweeping  away  at  one  blow 
the  multiplied  obstacles  that  broke  Eomo- 
lo  Gessi's  heart,  and  baffled  for  a  whole 
year  even  the  iron  will  and  indomitable 
perseverance  of  Gordon.  When  this  vast 
watery  highway  of  more  than  2000  miles 
shall  be  open  into  the  very  heart  of  equa- 

*  Gallabat  is  one  of  the  many  towns  surnamed 
''El  Metemmah"  (the  capital),  the  constant  recur- 
rence of  which  title  (frequently  but  erroneously 
written  *■'  Metemneh")  is  a  fruitful  source  of  con- 
fusion. 


torial  Africa,  Euroj^ean  civilization  will 
pour  in  a  full  tide  over  the  barbarous  re- 
gions upon  which  it  has  hitherto  fallen 
only  drop  by  drop.  And  now  another 
overland  high-road  is  fast  advancing-  from 
the  south  to  meet  this  great  avenue  of  the 
north.  The  establishment  of  steam  navi- 
gation on  the  Zambezi,  on  its  tributary  the 
Shire  (which  connects  it  with  Lake  Ny- 
assa),  and  on  the  great  lake  itself,  has 
formed  a  line  of  communication  which, 
when  supplemented  by  the  completion  of 
the  wagon  road  that  has  already  traversed 
more  than  160  of  the  200  miles  between 
Lakes  Nj^assa  and  Tanganyika,  will  open 
a  direct  and  easy  route  from  the  Mozam- 
bique coast  to  within  a  comparatively  .short 
distance  of  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza.  and  the 
starting-point  of  the  Nile.  Tliis  final  gap 
once  bridged  over,  Africa  will  be  spanned 
by  an  unbroken  highway  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Zambezi  to  the  roadstead  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  across  fifty  degrees  of  latitude  the 
Indian  Ocean  will  clasp  hands  with  the 
Mediterranean. 

Let  us  now  glance  at  the  Niger,  which, 
although  x^assingly  mentioned  by  Herodo- 
tus, and  located  With  tolerable  correctness 
by  Strabo  and  other  classic  geographers, 
is  a  mere  infant  in  African  history  as  com- 
]iared  Avitli  the  hoary  antiquity  of  the  Nile. 
Up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date  it  was 
confounded  by  some  with  the  Congo,  by 
others  with  the  Senegal,  and  by  not  a  few 
with  an  affluent  of  the  Nile  itself.  Not 
till  1869  were  its  head- waters  fully  ex- 
plored by  Win  wood  Eeade,  a  relative  of 
the  famous  English  novelist,  whose  vivid 
picture  of  African  life  in  one  of  his  later 
works  probably  gained  much  of  its  force 
from  the  graphic  details  of  his  younger 
namesake.  Eeade's  explorations,  com- 
bined Avith  the  previous  researches  of  Ma- 
jor Laing,  Caille,  Barth,  and  the  Landor 
brothers,  gave  the  outer  world  a  tolerably 
clear  idea  of  the  length,  course,  and  navi- 
gable capabilities  of  this  great  tropical  ar- 
tery, in  which  lies  the  future  of  western 
Africa, M.  De  Lesseps's  imaginative  scheme 
for  flooding  the  whole  Sahara  into  a  small- 
er Atlantic  having  apparently  but  one 
drawback,  viz..  that  of  being  impossible. 

The  course  of  the  Niger — which  flows 
northeastward  toward  the  Sahara  Desert 
as  far  as  Kaabra  (the  river  port  of  Tim- 
buctoo),  and  then  slants  downward  again 
with  equal  "suddenness  to  the  southeast, 
forming  the  exact  figure  of  a  gigantic  Y 
turned   upside   down  —  spans   the   whole 
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breadth  of  the  fertile  tract  between  the 
Sahara  and  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.  This 
tract  lias  an  average  widtli  of  800  miles, 
over  the  whole  extent  of  which  the  vast 
tropical  rain-fall  has  spread  that  rank  and 
riotous  luxuriance  of  vegetation  which  is 
the  only  too  certain  home  of  that  deadly 
malaria  that  the  hardiest  foreigner  can 
not  face  unharmed.  Rising  on  the  east- 
ern slope  of  Mount  Loma,  1300  feet  above 
the  sea  (which  divides  its  source  from  that 
of  its  great  western  rival,  the  Senegal),  it 
travei*ses  the  territories  of  several  fero- 
cious and  utterly  barbaiic  tribes,  by  whom 
it  is  called  simply  "the  river,"  its  various 
names  of  Joliba,  Mayo,  Eghirreou,  and 
Quorra  being  merely  the  same  word  in 
different  dialects.  The  craggy  mount- 
ains gradually  melt  into  long  wave-like 
ridges,  giving  place  in  their  turn  to  gentle 
slopes,  which  will  be  eagerly  utilized  by 
the  cotFee-planters  of  the  futui*e.  About 
200  miles  from  its  source  the  broadening 
river  passes  Sego,  the  capital  of  the  Bam- 
barras,  a  kind  of  African  Rotterdam,  di- 
vided into  four  neai'ly  equal  parts  by  ca- 
nals, across  which  ferry-boats  are  con- 
stantly plying.  Beyond  this  place  the 
ground  becomes  appropriately  flat  and 
swampy,  stray  tobacco  plantations  mingle 
with  the  long  grass  that  fringes  the  banks, 
and  i-solated  clumps  of  trees  begin  to  dot 
the  northern  horizon — the  outposts  of  the 
great  army  of  forests  behind  them.  Those 
two  huge  gray  towers  away  to  the  north- 
east, around  which  hundreds  of  swallows 
are  fluttering  incessantly",  must  belong  to 
the  great  mosque  of  Jenne,  another  thriv- 
ing seat  of  west  African  business,  situated 
on  a  large  wooded  island  in  mid-stream. 
This  is  the  first  of  a  long  train  of  green 
islets  of  considerable  size,  and  in  many 
cases  thickly  dotted  with  native  huts, 
which  stud  the  whole  middle  course  of 
the  Niger.  Beyond  Jenne  we  joass  from 
the  Bambarra  to  the  Masina  country,  the 
woods  on  either  side  growing  thicker  and 
higher  with  every  mile  of  our  advance, 
till  at  length  Lake  Debo  is  left  l)ehind, 
and  amid  a  perfect  cobweb  of  streams  and 
water-courses,  half  buried  in  tamarind- 
trees  and  wild  grass,  the  small  graj'ish- 
white  houses  of  Kaabra  are  seen  curving 
around  the  bend  of  the  river,  with  great 
X^iles  of  corn  and  dried  herbage  stacked 
on  their  flat  roofs.  Five  miles  to  the 
northwest  of  this  primitive  port  a  vast  tri- 
angular patch  of  dark  gray  upon  the  glar- 
ing white  sand  of  the  great  plain  beyond 


the  river  marks  the  spot  where  Timbuc- 
too,  the  Palmyra  of  western  Africa,  stands 
looking  noi'thward  into  the  voiceless,  life- 
less desolati.on  of  the  eternal  desert. 

The  greatness  of  Timbuctoo,  although 
attested  in  some  degree  b\"  the  crumbling 
remains  of  its  once  formidable  rampart,  is 
emphatically  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the 
pillared  galleries  of  its  great  mosque  are 
the  sole  vestige  of  taste  and  refinement 
that  still  lingei-s  amid  these  countless  hov- 
els of  dried  mud  or  intertwisted  straw  and 
reeds,  which,  starting  up  amid  unsightly 
heaps  of  filth  and  rubbish,  represent  the 
great  city  that  once  po.ssessed  its  own  sci- 
entists and  its  own  philosophei'S,  as  well 
as  a  library  of  IGOO  manuscript  volumes. 
Here  the  contrast  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  river  becomes  absolutely  startling 
in  its  intensity.  To  the  south  of  it  lie 
clustering  trees,  matted  thickets,  bristling 
maize  fields,  deep  still  pools  fringed  with 
long  rank  grass,  over  which  clouds  of  wa- 
ter-fowl are  circling  with  shrill  cries.  To 
the  north  stretches  a  grim  waste  of  bare, 
scorcliing  sands,  upon  which  nothing  can 
grow  save  a  few  stunted,  skeleton  trees, 
the  cruel  spikes  of  the  mimosa.  Like  the 
Stj-x  of  Grecian  legend,  this  dark  stream 
parts  the -world  of  life  from  the  world  of 
death;  and  when,  not  many  miles  farther 
on,  it  turns  suddenly  round  to  commence 
its  long  journey  back  to  the  south,  one 
might  well  imagine  it  to  be  shi'inking 
away  in  horror  from  the  accursed  spot, 
and  flying  for  refuge  to  the  life-brimming 
forests  and  the  everlasting  sea. 

With  every  mile  of  increasing  distance 
from  the  terrible  Sahara  the  river  seems 
to  gather  fresh  strength  and  life.  From 
Bammakoo  down  to  Kaabra  it  is  barely  a 
mile  in  breadth,  and  flows  at  the  rate  of 
about  five  miles  an  hour,  while  its  low 
banks,  constantly  flooded  in  the  rainy  sea- 
son, are  as  flat  and  uninteresting  as  a  ''so- 
ciety novel."  But  as  it  speeds  southward 
it  grows  wider,  stronger,  deeper,  while  the 
surrounding  jungles  of  thorn  bushes  and 
wild  grass  give  place  to  mighty  forests, 
in  whose  shadow}'  aisles  even  the  burning 
African  sunshine  is  toned  down  to  a  rich 
summer  gloom  of  purple  twilight.  By 
the  time  it  reaches  Yauri — once  the  great- 
est city  of  western  Africa,  encircled  with 
a  wall  twenty  miles  in  circumference — it 
has  attained  a  breadth  of  two  miles,  and 
rushes  along  with  a  swiftness  and  violence 
that  already  give  the  adventurous  voyager 
a  foretaste   of  the  perilous   rapids   that 
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await  him  near  Boossa,  where  i^oor  Mun- 
go  Park  was  treacherously  murdered  in 
1805.  And  now  the  soil  grows  softer  and 
deeper,  the  rank  abundance  of  vegetation 
more  and  more  overwhelming  in  its  dead- 
er fullness  of  life,  as  the  great  river  nears 
the  point  where  its  noblest  tributary,  the 
Benooweh  (the  "Blue  Nile''  of  western 
Africa), rushes  into  it  from  the  northeast. 
Only  250  miles  now  remain  to  be  traversed, 
and  the  mighty  stream,  hurrying  onward 
as  if  impatient  to  reach  the  end,  terminates 
its  weary  journey  of  2500  miles  by  pour- 
ing itself  through  countless  channels  into 
the  Bight  of  Biafra, 

The  position  of  the  Niger's  head- waters 
within  200  miles  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
coast — whence  Winwood  Eeade's  expedi- 
tion actually  reached  them  in  1S69— natu- 
rally suggested  the  XDOssibility  of  carrying 
a  railway  thither  from  Freetown,  in  order 
to  connect  that  port  with  the  still  impor- 
tant though  decaying  commercial  centre 
of  Sego,  and  to  draw  into  this  new  chan- 
nel the  great  internal  trade  of  which  Tim- 
buctoo  is  the  centre.  Others  suggested 
that  the  proposed  railway  should  run  due 
northward  up  the  Assini  Eiver  to  one  of 
the  Niger's  tributaries,  while  others  still 
preferred  the  idea  of  a  line  slanting  north- 
eastward from  the  coast  to  Yauri,  thereby 
avoiding  the  formidable  Boussa  Eapids. 
This  last  plan  (which  was  warmly  ap- 
proved by  several  veteran  explorers,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Stanley  himself)  was  much, 
talked  of  after  the  Ashantee  war  of  1873-4, 
and  again  after  Captain  Burton's  famous 
assertion  of  the  existence  of  extensive 
gold  fields  in  those  regions — a  statement 
amply  borne  out  by  the  abundance  of  gold 
ornaments  found  in  Coomassie  (the  Ashan- 
tee capital)  by  its  British  captors,  and  the 
name  of  ''  Gold  Coast''  applied  to  a  large 
section  of  the  Guinea  sea -board.  But 
while  this  project  was  serving  the  purpose 
for  which  such  schemes  are  apparently 
created,  viz.,  that  of  giving  to  many 
worthy  people  the  pleasure  of  talking 
over  a  thing  instead  of  doing  it,  the  rest- 
less ambition  of  a  rival  power  anticipated 
it  by  a  counter-stroke. 

The  French  x^ossessors  of  the  lower 
Senegal  had  not  overlooked  the  fact  that 
only  a  single  mountain  range  lay  between 
its  head-waters  and  those  of  the  Niger, 
and  the  same  idea  of  ''tapinng"  the  local 
commerce  of  the  great  river  by  a  railway 
from  the  coast  had  occurred  to  them  like- 
wise.    The  proposed  route  was  fully  sur- 


veyed ki\  1880-1  by  an  expedition  from  St. 
Louis,  the  French  station  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Senegal;  and  in  December,  1.882,  the 
first  few  miles  of  the  new  railroad  were 
actually  opened  for  traffic.  But  even 
this  small  success  could  not  be  achieved 
without  a  passing  exercise  of  that  truly 
French  mode  of  ]3ersuasion  which  was 
employed  not  many  months  later  to  con- 
ciliate the  '"  barbarians"  of  Tonquin  and 
Madagascar.  The  King  of  Kayor — a  small 
principality  bordering  the  French  posses- 
sions on  the  right  or  northern  bank  of  the 
Senegal  —  having  been  perverse  enough 
to  object  to  the  passage  of  the  railroad 
through  his  territory,  a  detachment  of 
infantry  was  sent  to  enlighten  the  "inso- 
lent savage"  by  burning  his  village  and 
carrying  off  his  horses  and  cattle. 

But  even  should  this  enterprise  realize 
all  the  high-flown  expectations  entertain- 
ed of  it,  England  will  still  have  a  rich  and 
spacious  field  of  commerce  in  the  lower 
Niger  and  its  famous  tributary  the  Be- 
nooweh, which,  rising  in  the  unexplored 
heights  that  tower  nearly  8000  feet  above 
the  sea  along  the  ridge  of  Mount  Atlanti- 
ka,  flows  westward  to  the  Niger  through 
a  vast  tract  of  fertile  countrj',  capable  of 
magnificent  development.  Although  the 
belief  which  gave  to  the  Benooweh  its  oth- 
er name  of  Tchadda,  as  being  an  outlet 
of  the  African  Caspian,  Lake  Tchad,  has 
proved  erroneous,  both  French,  and  Eng- 
lish steamers  have  found  it  navigable  up  to 
the  city  of  Yola  (400  miles  above  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Niger),  where  it  has  a  width 
of  800  feet.  By  this  route  commercial 
relations  might  be  established  between  the 
Guinea  ports  and  Kouka,  the  capital  of 
the  vast  inland  territory  of  Bornou.  Far- 
ther to  the  northwest  the  great  local  mar- 
ket of  Sokoto  (Sackatoo),  past  which  a  riv- 
er of  the  same  name  flows  into  the  Niger, 
might  be  similarly  linked  to  this  eA'er- 
growing  net-work  of  internal  communi- 
cation. Moreover,  the  British  policy  of 
forming:  a  native  o-endarmerie  in  West  Af- 
rica  out  of  the  bold  and  warlike  Houssas, 
who  inhabit  the  seven  provinces  l\'ing  be- 
tween Sokoto  and  the  Bornou  frontier, 
offers  an  excellent  means  of  forming  closer 
and  more  friendly  connections  with  these 
Frenchmen  of  the  tropics.  The  four 
Houssa  chiefs  who  landed  at  Liverpool 
on  the  5 til  of  last  May,  in  order  to  learn 
the  drill  and  discipline  of  the  white  men, 
will  carryback  to  their  homes  beyond  the 
Niger  tales  of  the  latter's  power  and  splen- 
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dor  wliich  will  fall  upon  ears  well  pre- 
pared to  receive  them.  Compared  with 
the  ferocious  Tuare^^s  to  the  north  of 
them,  and  the  brutal  Dahomians  of  the 
south,  the  Hoassas  may  almost  be  called 
civilized.  Tiieir  country  is  well  culti- 
vated, many  tracts  producing  two  crops  a 
year.  Their  ordinary  habits  of  life  and 
the  appearance  of  their  two-storied  houses 
are  as  vastly  superior  to  those  of  the  sur- 
rounding tribes  as  the  Houssas  trim  white 
cotton  jacket  and  loose  trousers  are  to  the 
greasy  and  far  too  well  peopled  blanket 
which  forms  the  ordinary  wear  of  his 
ruder  neighbors.  Sokoto,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Houssa  provinces  (signify- 
ing literally  "halting-place"'),  is  laid  out 
in  regular  and  well-built  streets  along  a 
sloping  ridge,  surrounded  by  a  wall  more 
than  twenty-live  feet  high,  the  twelve 
gates  of  which  are  always  closed  at  sun- 
set. Even  more  striking  is  the  appear- 
ance of  Kano  (the  New  York  of  Houssa 
as  Sokoto  is  its  Washington),  which,  de- 
spite its  unhealthy  situation  in  the  midst 
of  an  enormous  swamp,  ranks  as  one  of 
the  greatest  commercial  centres  of  equa- 
torial Africa.  Its  thirty-foot  wall,  fifteen 
miles  in  circuit,  has  fifteen  gates  of  w^ood 
covered  with  sheet-iron.  Its  inhabitants, 
wiio  are  estimated  at  40,000,  follow  the 
Moorish  fashion  in  their  houses,  which 
have  store-rooms  and  a  central  hall  of 
audience  on  the  ground -floor,  while  the 
sleeping  apartments  occupy  the  upper  sto- 
ry. The  slaves,  who  form  a  full  half  of  the 
population,  are  treated  with  comparative 
kindness,  many  of  them  being  even  set 
free  at  the  Ramadan  festival,  or  on  the 
occasion  of  their  masters  death.  The 
great  market,  despite  its  primitive  curren- 
cy of  cowrie  shells  at  200  to  the  dollar,  is 
clean  and  well  kept,  and  presided  over  by 
a  special  officer,  who  lets  out  the  stalls  and 
fixes  the  price  of  the  merchandise,  which 
comprises  live  stock  of  every  kind,  fruit 
and  provisions,  salt  from  the  pits  of  Bhil- 
ma  in  the  northern  Tuareg  Desert,  and 
miscellaneous  goods  from  Barbary, Egypt, 
and  even  Europe. 

Through  the  Houssa  warriors  who  have 
taken  her  pay  and  visited  her  shores  Eng- 
land has  now  an  admirable  chance  of  es- 
tablishing connnercial  relations  with  this 
splendid  country,  and  organizing  a  direct 
route  of  traffic  from  Sokoto  to  the  coast 
via  the  lower  Niger.  The  possible  ad- 
vantages of  such  an  enterprise  can  hardly 
be  overrated.     It  would  be  grossly  unfair 


to  judge  of  West  African  commerce  as  a 
whole  by  the  statistics  of  so  exceptionally 
unfavorable  a  year  as  the  present  one, 
which  I  therefore  forbear  to  quote;  but 
facts  are  not  Avanting  to  show  what  sci- 
ence and  capital  might  achieve  in  this 
great  store-house  of  unused  treasures.  The 
Sokoto  Valley  itself,  and  the  adjacent  tracts 
of  Houssa  territory,  already  rank  as  one 
of  the  finest  corn -growing  districts  in 
western  Africa,  and  may  become  tenfold 
more  productive  under  an  improved  sys- 
tem of  di'ainage  and  cultivation.  The 
sloping  hills  between  Sokoto  and  Kano 
offer  a  field  for  coffee-planting  unsurpass- 
ed even  by  the  famous  Coffee  Mountains 
to  the  east  of  Mocha.  The  tobacco  plan- 
tations along  the  middle  course  of  the 
Niger  already  give  promise  of  future 
abundance.  Indigo,  though  still  poor  and 
scanty,  appears  to  be  so  rather  from  the 
want  of  proj)er  culture  than  from  any  un- 
fitness for  the  soil  of  the  Niger  basin. 
The  ground-nuts,  which  are  so  abundant 
on  the  upper  Gambia,  yield  an  oil  equal 
to  the  finest  olive  oil  of  southern  Europe. 
Gum  is  equally  plentiful  and  equally  ex- 
cellent. The  ' '  Ivory  Coast"  still  deserves 
its  name  (as  the  traders  of  Sierra  Leone 
and  Liberia  can  bear  witness)  by  tlie  num- 
ber of  splendid  tusks  brought  down  to  it 
from  the  interior.  But  more  important 
than  all  is  the  precious  palm  oil  for  which 
the  west  coast  of  Africa  has  been  cele- 
brated for  generations  past,  the  supply 
appearing  to  be  literally  inexhaustible, 
inasmuch  as  the  oil  palm  stretches  across 
the  whole  breadtli  of  the  great  central  for- 
est zone  already  mentioned,  extending  as 
far  south  as  the  tenth  parallel  of  southern 
latitude.  All  these  various  sources  of 
traffic  will  be  developed,  and  supplement- 
ed by  the  scientific  cultivation  of  the  rice 
wiiich  already  grows  abundantly  in  the 
swampy  Niger  delta  and  the  adjacent  dis- 
tricts. 

The  third  of  Africa's  great  watery  high- 
ways— the  Congo — has  one  advantage  at 
the  very  outset,  which  many  critics  ap- 
pear to  have  quite  overlooked.  Among 
all  the  countless  ports  that  stud  the  vast 
stretch  of  sea-board  between  Sierra  Leone 
and  St.  Paul  de  Loanda,  the  only  safe  and 
convenient  anchorage  is  that  atrordcd  by 
the  inlet  just  within  tlie  mouth  of  the  Con- 
go, wiiere,  axjcording  to  Stanley's  friend 
Mr.  Johnston,  wiio  inspected  it  three  years 
ago,  "a  whole  navy  might  ride  at  anchor 
in  water  deep  enough   for  large  vessels 
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within  fifty  yards  of  the  shore,"  and  com- 
pletely sheltered  hy  the  peninsula  of  Ba- 
nana Point.  This  advantage  is  not  likely 
to  he  wasted,  one  glance  at  the  naap  being 
sullicient  to  show  how  nnniistakably  the 
great  river  is  the  natural  outlet  of  all 
South  Africa.  The  possibility  of  con- 
necting the  Congo  with  the  Nile,  and  thus 
laying  open  the  whole  continent  from  the 
Soutli  Atlantic  to  the  Mediterranean,  can 
not  be  fairly  considered  till  it  sliall  be  ful- 
ly ascertained  whether  the  Welle  (which 
Schweinfurth  in  1870  found  flowing  west- 
ward within  100  miles  of  the  White  Nile's 
nearest  affluent)  is  a  tributary  of  the  Congo 
or  not;  but  the  German  scheme  of  bridg- 
ing South  Africa  from  east  to  west  by 
connecting  the  Congo's  head-waters  with 
Zanzibar  is  not  only  admitted  to  be  feasi- 
ble, but  actually  commenced.  The  ces- 
sion to  Germany  by  the  International  Af- 
rican Association  of  all  the  territory  east 
of  the  upper  Congo  bordering  on  Lakes 
Tanganyika  and  VictoriaNyanza  has  lately 
been  supplemented  by  the  announcement 
that  "the  first  stage  route  from  the  Congo 
to  Zanzibar  will  be  laid  out  by  Germany 
through  a  company  in  eastern '  Africa, 
established  under  an  imperial  charter." 
In  a  word,  everything  seems  ripe  for  the 
"tramway"  which  Mr.  Stanley  himself 
declares  to  be  "  the  one  thing  that  is  need- 
ed for  Africa,"  and  his  own  evidence  is 
conclusive  as  to  the  magnificent  results 
which  may  be  expected  from  the  adequate 
development  of  such  a  region  as  Zanzibar: 
"Cloves,  cinnamon,  tortoise-shell,  pep- 
per, copal  gum,  ivory,  orchilla  weed,  In- 
dia rubber,  and  hides  have  been  exported 
for  years;  but  this  catalogue  does  not  in- 
dicate a  tithe  of  what  might  be  produced 
by  the  judicious  investment  of  capital. 
The  cocoa-nut  palm  flourishes  at  Zanzi- 
bar Island  and  on  the  mainland,  the  oil 
palm  thrives  luxuriantly  in  Pemba,  and 
sugar-cane  will  grow  everywhere.  Caout- 
chouc remains  undeveloped  in  the  mar- 
itime belts  of  woodland,  and  the  acacia 
forests,  with  their  wealth  of  gums,  are 
nearly  untouched.  Rice  is  sown  on  the 
Rufiji  banks,  and  yields  abundantly;  cot- 
ton would  thrive  in  any  of  the  rich  river 
bottoms;  and  then  there  are  the  grains, 
millet,  Indian  corn,  and  many  others,  the 
culture  of  which  (though  only  in  a  languid 
way)  the  natives  understand.  The  cattle, 
cofl'ee,  and  goats  of  the  interior  also  await 
the  energetic  man  of  capital  and  the  com- 
mercial genius." 


Germany's  new  overland  high-road  will 
cross  at  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Tangan- 
yika the  route  already  mentioned  as  be- 
ing carried  northward  by  England  from 
Lake  Nyassa  and  the  Zambezi,  and  will 
then,  in  all  probability,  run  either  due 
west  to  Lake  Moero,  or  southwest  by 
south  to  Lake  Bangweolo,  on  the  southern 
shore  of  which  died,  twelve  years  ago, 
with  only  a  few  trusty  native  followers 
around  him,  a  gaunt,  gray-haired,  weary 
old  man  whose  name  was  David  Livins'- 
stone.  On  that  wild  mountain  plateau, 
3688  feet  above  the  sea,  where  the  life  of 
the  veteran  explorer  found  its  end,  that  of 
the  great  river  takes  its  rise.  Leaping 
down  from  the  northern  slope  of  the  Chi- 
bale  Mountains,  it  plunges  into  the  broad 
bright  lake,  to  re-issue  with  new  strength 
and  a  new  name,  like  Spenser's  trans- 
formed knight  from  the  holy  well.  Thence 
it  rushes  down  to  Lake  Moero,  nearly 
700  feet  lower,  where  it  assumes  a  third 
alias,  changing  from  the  Luapula  to  the 
Luvwa,  while  a  subsequent  dive  into  Lake 
Ulenge  transforms  this  harlequin  of  a 
river  for  the  fourth  time,  under  the  now 
famous  title  of  Lualaba. 

About  fifty  miles  below  Lake  Ulenge  tb.e 
river  is  joined  by  the  Luama,  which  Stan- 
ley and   his   little  band  of  heroes,  after 
struggling  along  its  bank  for  220  weary 
miles,  saw  from  the  crest  of  a  low  ridge 
pouring  a  stream  400  yards  wide  into  the 
pale  gray  current  (more  than  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  broad  at  this  point)  of  the 
magnificent  Lualaba.    And  now  for  many 
a  mile  to  come  the  river  bears  out  the  lucid 
description  given  of  it  to  Stanley  by  Abed 
Ben  Jumah:   "It  flows  north  and  north 
and  north,  and  there  is  no  end  to  it."     It 
passes  the  town  of  Nyangwe — the  w^est- 
ernmost  station  of  the  Arab  traders  from 
Zanzibar,  338  miles  west  of  Lake  Tangan- 
yika— built  on  a  high  reddish  bank  forty 
feet  above  the  river,  in  two  distinct  sec- 
tions, between  which  lies  a  swampy  hol- 
low thickly  planted  with  rice.      It  turns 
away  from  the  green  sloping  hills  of  Uzura 
and  Manyema  into  a  black  mass  of  dismal 
forest,  rank  with  a  foul  and  hideous  abun- 
dance of  vegetable  life,  the  perfect  embod- 
iment of  that  tremendous  inertia  of  un- 
tamed nature  against  which  all  the  ener- 
gies of  man  are  as  nothing.      It  sweeps  by 
the  gloomy  mouth  of  the  Ruiki  and  the  ba- 
nana-planted slopes  of  Vinya  Njara,  where 
it   "  I'ained   poisoned    arrows   all   night" 
upon  the  great  explorer  in  a  series  of  fights 
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wortliy  to  be  classed  with  Thermopylae  or 
Bunker  Hill.  It  eddies  among  countless 
wooded  islands,  which  stud  more  and 
more  thickly  the  ever-widening  stream. 
Onward,  onward  still,  over  the  seven  suc- 
cessive cataracts  of  Stanley  Falls,  past 
the  mouth  of  the  Aruwimi  (identified  by 
some  with  Schweinfurth's  Welle),  where 
the  worn,  half-starved,  fainting  pioneei-s 
fought  against  overwhelming  numbei*s  a 
three  days*  battle  of  which  America  may 
well  be  proud:  and  then  westward  to  the 
memorable  spot  where  the  old  chief  of 
Rubunga  answered  Stanley's  question  as 
to  the  name  of  the  river  Avith  "Ikutuya* 
Congo*'  (it  is  called  the  Congo). 

No  one  who  knows  what  an  African 
forest  really  is  will  be  likely  to  under- 
value either  the  obstacles  already  over- 
come on  the  Congo,  or  those  which  still 
remain  to  be  encountered.  The  African 
explorer  has  no  deadlier  foe  than  these 
dreadful  jungles — too  dense  to  be  passed 
through,  too  full  of  moisture  to  be  burn- 
ed up,  and  too  quick  of  growth  to  be  cut 
down— all  through  which,  the  moment 
the  sun  sets,  you  see  the  white  fever  mist 
begin  to  curl  venomously  upward  from  tlie 
rank  spongy  soil  below,  like  vapor  from 
a  boiling  caldron.  "Ferns,  spear-grass, 
water-cane,  and  orchidaceous  plants,"  says 
Mr.  Stanley,  "mixed  v\ith  wild  vines,  ca- 
ble thicknesses  of  the  Ficus  eJastica,  mi- 
mosas, acacias,  tamarinds,  llianas,  palms 
of  various  species  (the  wild  date,  the  oil 
palm,  and  the  fani,  rattans,  and  a  hundred 
other  varieties,  are  all  struggling  for  ev- 
ery inch  of  space,  and  swarming  upward 
Tvith  a  luxuriance  and  density  that  only 
this  extraordinary  hot-house  atmosphere 
could  nourish.  Gloom,  slopping  moisture, 
unhealthy,  reeking  atmosx)here,  monot- 
onous scenery;  nothing  but  the  eternal 
intei'laced  branches,  and  the  tall  aspiring 
stems,  rising  from  a  tangle  through  which 
one  has  to  burrow  and  crawl,  like  a  wild 
animal,  on  hands  and  feet."  This  gloomy 
labyrinth  is  represented  by  a  mas?  of  rude- 

*  Curiously  enough,  this  same  word,  with  precisely 
the  same  meaniujr,  figured  prominently  in  a  Zulu 
translation  of  the  PV[rriras  Progress  shown  me  by 
the  late  Bishop  Coleuso  when  I  visited  him  at  Eku- 
kanyene,  on  my  way  Vjack  from  Zululand.  More- 
over, the  dialect  of  the  lower  Congo  contains  several 
Zulu  words  {e.  g., ''  kulu,"  old,  ''  di'zulu,"  sky  or  hea- 
ven, etc.)  identical  with  those  used  by  Cetywayo's 
spearmen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  continent, 
thousands  of  miles  away — a  coincidence  which  I 
leave  to  the  consideration  of  better  philologists  than 
mvself.— D.  K. 


ly  drawn  tree-tops  on  the  quaint  old  Eng- 
lish map  of  1C2G  (attached  to  John  Ogil- 
by*s  curious  and  now  very  rare  work  upon 
Africa),  which,  singularly  enough,  locates 
with  tolerable  exactness  not  only  the  up- 
per Nile  and  its  great  parent  lake,  the  Vic- 
toria Nyanza,  but  also  the  course  of  the 
Congo  itself,  which  is  marked  as  issuing 
from  '*Lake  Zaire*' — evidently  a  confu- 
sion of  Liikes  Moero  and  Bangweolo  with 
Tanganyika — making  an  enormous  bend 
to  the  northward,  and  flowing  down  to  the 
sea  in  one  unbroken  stream,  called  from 
first  to  last ''  the  Zaire  or  Congo  River." 

But  a  river  2900  miles  in  length,  swollen 
by  affluents  to  which  the  Seine  and  the 
Hudson  would  be  mere  brooks,  and  pour- 
ing itself  into  the  sea  through  a  mouth 
seven  miles  wide,  with  a  current  of  six 
knots  an  hour,  must  one  day  take  rank 
among  the  great  commercial  highways  of 
the  world,  whatever  its  forests  and  cata- 
racts may  do  to  obstruct  it.  To  give  a 
full  summary  of  the  Congo's  commercial 
future  would  be  to  write  Mr.  Stanley's  latest 
work  over  again;  but  the  results  already 
achieved  and  those  which  are  now  in 
process  of  achievement  may  be  briefly 
stated  in  his  own  words: 

' '  From  the  mouth  of  the  Congo  a  steam- 
er drawing  fifteen  feet  of  water  can  steam 
uj)  the  river  110  miles,  and  opposite  to  this 
point  (the  head  of  the  estuary)  we  have 
built  stations  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
that  on  the  north  or  right  bank  (/.  e.,  Vivi) 
being  the  principal.  Hence,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  Yellala  Falls,  we  take  a  land 
journey  of  52  miles  to  a  x^oint  where  we 
have  built  another  station.  We  then  take 
boats,  and  steam  or  row  88  miles  to  a  point 
opposite  which  there  are  stations  con- 
structed on  each  side  of  the  river.  Then 
comes  another  land  journey  of  95  miles  to 
reach  our  lately  built  town  of  Leopolds- 
ville,  at  the  entrance  of  Stanley  Pool. 
Hence  we  steam  up  uninterruptedh'  a 
distance  of  1060  English  miles.  With  a 
short  road  past  Stanley  Falls,  we  could 
proceed  350  miles  farther  up  the  river, 
and  then  a  portage  of  two  miles  would 
give  us  650  more.  In  addition  to  these 
distances  upon  the  Congo  itself,  its  larger 
affluents  make  up  a  total  navigable  length 
of  more  than  2000  miles.  Along  the  main 
stream  we  have  constructed  thirteen  sta- 
tions in  the  most  likely  places,  among 
peaceful  tribes,  with  whom  we  are  on 
terms  of  familiar  intercoui*se.  and  who 
have  welcomed  us  as  brothers.*' 
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The  importance  of  these  measures, 
which  practically  bridge  over  the  gap  di- 
viding the  inland  trade  of  the  uj^per  Con- 
go from  the  coast  trade  of  its  lower  course, 
can  hardly  be  overrated.  Even  in  16S3 
the  annual  value  of  the  local  traffic  Avas 
estimated  at  $14,000,000;  and  now  that 
tlie  Berlin  Conference  of  1884  has  disposed 
of  the  absuixl  claims  of  Portugal,  and  es- 
tablished freedom  of  trade  throughout  the 
entire  basin  of  the  Congo,  it  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  develop  apace.  Bound- 
ed on  the  nortli  by  the  water-shed  of  the 
Nile,  on  the  south  by  that  of  the  Zambezi 
and  the  Loge,  on  the  east  by  Lake  Tan- 
ganyika, and  on  the  west  by  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  this  vast  tract  com^^rises  almost 
the  whole  southern  portion  of  Central  Af- 
rica, having  a  length  of  1400  miles  by  a 
breadth  of  1200.  and  an  area  of  1,300.000 
squai^  miles.  Its  population,  though  a 
mere  nothing  to  that  which  it  may  sup- 
I>ort  with  ease  at  no  very  distant  date,  is  al- 
ready very  considerable.  In  one  section 
of  the  upper  Congo  Mr.  Stanley  counted 
fourteen  tolerably  large  villages  within  a 
very  limited  space ;  and  the  most  reliable 
among  the  many  estimates  of  the  total 
I)opuIation  rates  it  as  high  as  40,000,000. 

The  lower  Congo  enjoys  the  x)riceless 
advantage  of  traversing  an  intermediate 
zone  admirably  fitted  for  cultivation,  sep- 
arating two  opposing  tracts,  in  one  of 
which,  cultivation  is  rendered  impossible 
by  absolute  want  of  water,  and  in  the  oth- 
er by  a  permanent  excess  of  it.  The  great 
mass  of  forest  and  swamp  covering  the 
basin  of  the  Niger  and  almost  the  whole 
of  the  west  coast  stretches  southward  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Ogoway  Elver, 
about  fifty  miles  south  of  the  equator. 
Here  it  gradually  begins  to  melt  away, 
the  rivers  being  still  thickly  wooded,  while 
the  open  country  assumes  the  form  of 
wide  green  savannahs.  da^Dpled  with 
clumps  of  trees,  and  representing  the 
"park-like region*'  so  often  and  so  enthu- 
siastically referred  to  by  Mr.  Johnston. 
This  in  its  turn  gives  jolace  by  degrees  to 
the  scantier  vegetation  of  the  Portuguese 
provinces  of  Benguela  and  Mossamedes, 
growing  thinner  and  ever  thinner  as  it  re- 
cedes from  the  limit  of  the  oil  palms  at 
the  tenth  parallel  of  south  latitude,  till  the 
last  trace  of  vegetable  life  vanishes  on  tlie 
border  of  the  gi'eat  Kalahari  Desert,  which 
lies  immediately  north  of  the  Orange  River 
and  Cape  Colony. 

It  is  through  the  great  natural  park 


above  mentioned  that  the  Congo  flows 
downward  to  the  sea,  with  all  the  com- 
mercial advantages  that  can  be  given  to 
it  by  a  magnificent  climate  and  a  soil  of 
unexampled  fertility.  Among  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  Congo  basin  enumerated  by 
Mr.  Stanley  are  palm  oil,  cassava,  plan- 
tains and  other  fruits,  palm  wine,  copper, 
iron,  vermilion,  camwood,  tobacco,  sugar- 
cane, beans,  maize,  millet,  sweet-potatoes 
and  other  vegetables,  mats  of  palm  fibre, 
nuts,  fish,  eggs,  pigs,  goats,  India  rubber, 
and  ivory.  The  last  article  is  so  abundant 
on  the  upper  Congo  that  in  one  of  the 
villages  of  the  savage  I'egion  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Aruwimi  an  "ivory  temj)le"' 
is  said  to  exist,  formed  of  a  light  roof  sup- 
ported by  thirty-three  entire  tusks,  many 
of  which  are  of  enonnous  size.  The  chief 
local  imports  are  cotton,  hardware,  cloth, 
salt,  crockery,  guns,  and  powder,  the  three 
first-named  articles  being  in  especial  de- 
mand, and  forming  in  some  districts  the 
actual  currency  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
it  can  be  said  to  have  any.  '*  At  the  pre- 
sent time,"  says  Mr.  Stanley,  "the  quan- 
tity of  cheap  cottons  sold  every  year  m  the 
Congo  markets  amounts  to  6. 250, 000  yards ; 
and  supj)osiug  every  inhabitant  of  the 
Congo  basin  to  have  just  one  Sunday 
dress  every  new  year,  320,000,000  yards 
would  be  required." 

Stanley  Pool,  346  miles  from  the  river  s 
mouth.  24  miles  long  by  16  broad,  studded 
vrith  islands  of  cpnsiderable  size. complete- 
ly sheltered  by  hills  varying  fi'om  1000  to 
3000  feet  in  height,  and  itself  1147  feet 
above  the  sea-level,  is  as  fijie  a  haven  of 
local  traffic  as  Adam  Smith  himself  could 
have  desired.  Xot  without  reason  did  the 
same  observant  eye  which  singled  out  the 
hill-top  now  crowned  by  the  neat  little  sta- 
tion of  Tivi  select  the  western  gateway  of 
Stanley  Pool  as  a  fit  site  for  Leopoldsville 
(the  virtual  capital  of  the  new  Congo  State) , 
at  which  its  vrould-be  rival,  Brazzaville — 
rashly  built  in  an  unhealthy  and  incon- 
venient spot  on  the  right  bank,  some  years 
ago.  by  the  French  pioneer  De  Brazza — 
looks  gloomily  through  its  clustering  trees 
across  the  broad  brown  current  of  the 
river.  The  proposed  connection  of  Leo- 
poldsville with  Tivi  by  a  railway  235 
miles  long,  avoiding  the  formidable  rap- 
ids of  Tellala.  Isangila.  etc..  will  practical- 
ly unite  the  upper  and  lower  Congo,  and 
will  undoubtedly  give  an  enormous  im- 
petus to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  basin, 
the  yearlv  value  of  which,  whenfullvde- 
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velopod,  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Stanley  liim- 
self  as  liigh  as  6350,000,000. 

But  these  splendid  results  are  not  to  be 
achieved  (as  many  who  ought  to  know 
better  appear  to  think)  by  a  single  deter- 
mined etl'ort.  '*You  can  not  exjiect  to 
civilize  a  wliole  continent  at  one  blow," 
said  Mr.  James  Irvine,  of  Liverpool,  with 
whom  I  had  a  very  interesting  talk  short- 
ly before  my  departure  for  the  Congo,  and 
who,  having  lived  for  years  on  the  west 
coast  of  Africa,  and  had  abundant  experi- 
ence of  tlie  natives  and  their  ways,  is  fair- 
ly entitled  to  speak  witli  authority  on  this 
point.  "  I  give  this  African  undertaking 
twent\'-rive  or  thirty  years  to  get  into  what 
you  might  call  proper  working  order. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
establishment  of  fair  trade  is  the  right  way 
to  put  an  end  to  these  tribal  wars  that  do 
so  much  mischief,  for  Avhen  once  the  na- 
tives can  get  what  they  want  by  trading, 
they'll  have  nothing  to  fight  about.  But 
to  regard  Africa  as  a  second  Peru,  where 
fortunes  are  to  be  picked  up  like  pebbles, 
is  simply  absurd.  Africa  will  unquestion- 
ably be  enormously  remunerative  by-and- 
by;  but  in  the  mean  while  there  is  one 
great  stumbling-block  in  the  way,  which 
nothing  but  time  can  remove." 

"You  mean  the  climate,  I  suppose?" 
said  I. 

"Well,  the  climate  counts  for  some- 
thing, of  course.  You  know  what  the  old 
song  says: 

'Beware,  beware  of  the  Bight  of  Benin; 
For  one  that  comes  out,  there  were  forty  went  in.' 

However,  the  Congo's  nothing  like  so  bad 
as  the  Niger.  Johnston,  as  you  remem- 
ber, w^as  there  for  sixteen  months,  and 
only  had  one  touch  of  fever  worth  men- 
tioning. The  main  difliculties  lie  not  so 
much  in  the  climate  as  in  the  natives  them- 
selves. Folks  at  home  are  apt  to  fancy 
that  you  have  only  to  show  a  black  man 
something  better  than  wiiat  he's  already 
got,  in  order  to  make  him  accept  it  gladly ; 
but  they  forget  that  you  must  first  con- 
vince him  that  it  is  better,  which  can't  be 
done  all  in  one  moment.  But  apart  from 
the  fact  of  the  natives  having  so  few 
wants  that,  until  they  develop  a  bit,  your 
profits  must  be  small  and  your  expenses 
great,  there  are  two  great  obstacles  to  Afri- 
ca's development.  The  first  is  (as  Stanley 
and  Burton  both  said  when  I  talked  it  over 
with  them)  the  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of 
rum  and  the  slave-trade,  which  are  the 


cur.se  of  the  whole  continent.  The  second 
is  that  you  have  to  deal  with  men  as  hasty 
and  capricious  as  chiklren,  who  will  run 
away  from  the  very  sight  of  you  to-day, 
and  swarm  round  you  like  Hies  to-morrow. 
The  goods  which  are  snapped  at  by  one 
tribe  are  of  no  use  whatever  among  the 
next.  Tlien,  too,  this  universal  eagerness 
for  trade  draws  them  away  from  agricul- 
ture, and  so  adds  a  fresh  hinderance  to 
the  development  of  the  country.'' 

All  this  is  })erfectly  true ;  l)ut  when  once 
these  preliminary  obstack^s  shall  have 
been  swept  away,  the  great  work  Avill 
advance  with  ever -increasing  rapidity. 
Many  men  are  still  alive  among  us  whose 
fathers  could  remember  a  time  when 
pathless  forests,  haunted  by  murderous 
savages,  covered  the  whole  of  that  beauti- 
ful region  througli  which  passenger  trains 
now  run  safely  and  smoothly  from  Lake 
George  to  Albany  and  New  York.  So, 
too,  it  may  be  with  Africa.  Tlie  close  of 
the  twentieth  century  may  find  King  Lu- 
tete  tlie  Fourth  "running"  for  the  post- 
mastership  of  Man^'anga,  and  King  Kam- 
rasi  the  Fifth  practicing  as  a  hotel-keeper 
a  more  extended  and  renmnerative  sys- 
tem of  robbery  than  that  which  his  great 
ancestor  carried  on  as  a  brigand.  Some 
Ki-Nshasha  Motley  Avill  then  write  the 
last  volume  of  his  Rise  of  the  Congo  Re- 
public amid  an  admiring  circle  of  Watwa 
subscribers.  Sir  Cannibal  Longknife, 
the  President  of  the  Nyangwe  Board  of 
Trade,  will  receive  deputations  of  Arab 
"drummers"  from  the  great  business 
houses  of  Timbuctoo  and  Gondokoro, 
while  every  newspaper  of  the  Congo  ba- 
sin, from  the  Lake  Bangu'eolo  Daily  Ca- 
noe, to  the  Banana  Point  Evening  Car- 
avan, will  teem  w^th  descriptions  of  the 
latest  fashionable  arrivals  at  the  hotels 
of  Vivi  and  Isangila,  the  unveiling  of  a 
famous  Ba-Ngala  sculptor's  statue  of  Pre- 
sident Stanley,  or  the  show  of  British  and 
American  manufactures  at  the  Leopolds- 
ville  Industrial  Exposition  of  the  year 
2001. 

Note. — The  present  summary  makes  no  attempt  at 
a  survey  of  the  sugar-cane  culture  and  other  indus- 
tries of  tlie  British  colonies  at  the  Cape,  Avhich,  cut 
off  from  the  great  overland  route  by  vast  deserts, 
and  hampered  in  their  development  by  excessive 
drought  in  the  case  of  Cape  Colony,  excessive  rain 
in  tiiat  of  Natal,  and  the  rooted  indolence  of  tlie  Kaf- 
fir population  in  both,  can  not  claim  any  leading  part 
in  the  advance  of  Africa  as  a  whole,  despite  the  lo- 
cal importance  of  the  Natal  railways  as  the  natural 
outlet  of  the  Transvaal. — D.  K. 
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THE  CITY 
OF  CLEVELAND. 

BY   EDMUND    KIRKE. 

TRAVELLING  in  1796  was  not  what 
it  is  to-clay.      A  journey  whicli  now 
is  accomplislied  in  a  few  hours,  then 
occupied  as  many  days,  and  in  thinly 
settled  portions  of  the  country  was  often 
attended   with  hardships   and   dangers 
that  led  the  stoutest-hearted  to  prefer  a 
seat  by  their  own  firesides.      This  was, 
at  least,  the  experience  of  a  young  New 
Hampshire  farmer,  who  in  the  year  I 
have  mentioned  set  out  to  find  for  him- 
self a  home   a   thousand  miles   or   more 
nearer  to  the  setting  sun.     He  was  named 
James   Kingsbury,  and   though   born   in 
Connecticut,  had  been  reared  among  the 
granite  hills,  where  the  annual  crop  of 
stones  is  so  large  that  the  sheep's  noses  are 
said  to  be  sharpened  to  enable  them   to 
nibble  the  thin  grass  that  grows  between 
them.    He  had  heard  of  a  country  around 
the  G-reat  Lakes  where  the  climate,  being 
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tempered  by  vast  bodies  of  water,  was 
mild  and  genial,  and  the  soil  so  fertile  that 
it  only  needed  to  be  "  tickled  with  a  hoe 
to  laugh  into  a  harvest,"  and  he  deter- 
mined to  cast  his  lot  in  that  delightful 
region. 

The  Revolution  had  left  the  country 
in  poverty,  and  Kingsbury  was  no  better 
off  than  the  most  of  his  neighbors,  but 
though  not  yet  thirty  years  of  age,  he  had 
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ali*eady  attained  to  tlie  rank  of  Colonel  in 
tlie  militia  —  a  position  Avhicli  in  those 
days  implied  character  and  a  certain  de- 
g-ree  of  social  consideration.  But  he  had 
a  young  family  growing  up  around  him, 
and  it  was  probably  more  on  their  account 
than  his  own  that  he  left  the  security  of  a 
settled  district  for  the  unknown  hazards 
of  a  new  country.  Wliatever  may  have 
been  his  motive,  it  is  certain  that  in  the 
early  spring-  of  1796  he  set  out  from  Al- 
stead.  New  Hampshire,  with  his  wife  and 
tliree  children — the  oldest  not  four  yeai-s 
old — to  find  a  home  in  what  was  then  the 
far  distant  West. 

He  travelled  by  "private  conversance, " 
taking  with  him  a  young  brother  of  his 
wife  to  aid  him  on  the  journey.  His  out- 
fit was  a  stout  farm  wagon  drawn  by  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  laden  witli  household 
goods  and  provisions;  a  horse  to  carry  his 
wife  and  two  younger  children;  a  cow  to 
supply  milk  during  the  journey;  and  for 
defense  a  rusty  Queen's-arm  musket,  with 
which  an  older  brother  had  in  1777  done 
effective  service  at  Bennington.  His  fii*st 
destination  was  Oswego,  and  after  leaving 
Albany  his  route  lay  through  a  wild  for- 
est, where  the  road  was  merely  a  bridle- 
path blazed  tli rough  the  woods — the  trail 
used  from  time  immemorial  by  the  Indi- 
ans. Here  no  inn  or  friendlj'  farm-house 
invited  the  traveller  to  lodge  overnight, 
and  the  little  company  was  forced  to  camp 
out  among  the  trees,  the  woman  and  chil- 
dren sleeping  in  the  wagon,  while  the  man 
and  tlie  boy  took  turns  in  watching  the  fire, 
which  had  to  be  kept  in  a  constant  blaze 
to  frighten  away  the  wolves  and  panthers 
with  which  the  forest  was  infested.  Thir- 
ty days  they  journeyed  in  this  manner, 
travelling  perhaps  ten  miles  in  a  day,  be- 
fore they  came  in  sight  of  the  little  col- 
lection of  log  huts  which  then  composed 
what  is  now  the  important  port  of  Oswego. 

Here  Kingsbury  found  a  scanty  array 
of  shipping,  from  among  which  he  sought 
to  find  a  craft  suitable  to  navigate  a  lake 
subject  at  this  season  to  violent  storms, 
and  at  all  times  unsafe  for  any  but  skillful 
seamen.  Nothing  better  presented  itself 
than  an  open  flat-bottomed  boat,  rigged 
with  a  single  sail,  and  capable  of  carrying 
his  family  and  household  goods,  but  sure 
to  have  its  gravity  upset  if  freighted  with 
animals  ignorant  of  the  science  of  equili- 
bration. In  this,  however,  Kingsbur\'  em- 
barked, closely  hugging  the  land,  and  nev- 
er venturiu"-  out  in  threatening  weather. 


the  young  lad  meanwhile  mounted  upon 
his  hoi"se,  and  making  his  way  through  the 
woods  along-  the  shore  with  the  cow  and 
the  oxen.  At  night  the  boat  would  be 
drawn  up  on  the  beach,  and  the  caniping- 
out  experiences  would  be  repeated.  In 
this  slow  and  toilsome  way  he  journeyed 
another  thirty  days,  when  he  arrived  at 
Fort  Niagara,  which  was  the  end  of  his 
route  on  Lake  Ontario.  Here  the  order 
of  proceeding  was  reversed.  The  boat 
whicli  had  carried  the  wagon  was  now  to 
be  carried  by  that  vehicle  over  the  thirty 
miles  of  portage  to  Lake  Erie.  Here  the 
little  craft  was  again  launched — trundled 
from  the  wagon  into  the  lake — and  here, 
at  the  future  Buffalo,  Kingsbury  fell  in 
with  a  gentleman  who  was  to  decide  not 
only  his  destination,  but  his  worldly  des- 
tiny. 

This  was  General  Moses  Cleveland — 
the  Moses  that  was  to  lead  a  considerable 
part  of  Connecticut  into  the  Ohio  wilder- 
ness, and  to  come  down  to  us  as  the  found- 
er of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in  the 
Union — Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  was  agent 
and  director  of  the  Connecticut  Land  Com- 
pany, which  had  recenth'  bought  of  that 
State  the  Western  Reserve  —  a  tract  of 
about  3.500,000  acres,  extending  westward 
from  Pennsylvania  along  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  "reserved"  to  Connecticut 
by  the  United  States  as  its  portion  of  the 
public  domain.  Cleveland  was  travelling- 
in  the  wake  of  a  surveying  party  of  fifty, 
who  had  but  recently  gone  forward  to 
survey"  and  lay  out  into  townships  and 
cities  this  immense  tract,  in  readiness  for 
the  tide  of  emigration  whicli  was  expect- 
ed to  follow.  He  had  never  seen  his  wide 
possessions,  and  they  had  never  been  ex- 
plored ;  hence  he  could  have  given  Kings- 
bury no  reliable  description  of  the  coun- 
try; but  it  is  certain  that  he  induced  him 
to  locate  upon  the  reservation.  In  doings 
so.  Kingsbury  became  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  northern  Ohio. 

Cleveland's  first  destination  Avas  Con- 
neaut.  a  future  village,  near  the  junction 
of  the  lake  and  the  line  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Here  Kingsbury  selected  a  piece  of 
ground  on  Avhich  the  surveyors  had  al- 
ready erected  a  cabin,  and  then  broke  up 
the  soil  and  planted  a  few  acres  to  serve 
his  family  for  another  season.  During- 
the  winter  that  was  approaching  he  ex- 
pected to  subsist  on  the  provisions  he  had 
brought  with  him,  eked  out  by  what  could 
be  spared  from  the  stores  of  the  surveyors^ 
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whom  he  found  at  Coiineaut,  but  who 
were  soon  to  leave  for  a  larg-er  and  more 
important  town  which  was  to  be  laid  out 
at  the  westward.  To  the  site  of  this 
town,  which  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the 
company  in  Connecticut  as  the  capital  of 
the  reservation,  Cleveland  made  an  ex- 


a  shore  everywhere  overhung  by  a  dense 
g-reen  forest,  which  was  beautifully  mir- 
rored in  the  waters  below,  and  before 
many  hours  came  upon  a  narrow  opening- 
between  two  low  banks  of  sand.  Pushing 
their  canoes  into  this  opening,  they  found 
a  narrow  channel,  widening  gradually  to 
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cursion  with  a  small  party  soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Conneaut.  The  location  had 
been  determined  on  without  any  know- 
ledge of  the  topography  of  the  country, 
and  merely  because  it  was  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Cuyahoga  River. 

The  little  party  coasted  closely  along 


the  south,  and  bordered  on  the  east  by 
wooded  bluffs,  and  on  the  west  by  broad 
flat  marshes  overgrown  with  reeds  and 
coarse  grass.  Near  the  entrance  the  beach 
was  a  miry  sponge,  and  they  had  to  pro- 
ceed some  distance  up  the  muddy  stream 
before  they  could  find  a  patch  of  solid 


564 


HAEPERS  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


ground  large  enoug-h  to  sustain  a  landing. 
While  they  were  doing  this,  the  square- 
ly built,  swarthy  man  who  held  the  tiller 
of  the  leading  boat  had  time  to  reflect 
upon  the  folly  of  locating  a  town  without 
knowing  something  of  the  topography  of 
the  country.  As  the  bo^  of  his  boat 
touched  the  land  he  s  _         shore,  and 

clambering  up  the  wo<>^  .  .  .  at  the  east, 
looked  off  upon  a  broad  level  expanse  ris- 
ing gently  from  the  lake,  and  stretching 
away  as  far  as  his  eye  could  reach  to  south- 
ward. At  a  glance  he  saw  that  this  was 
the  true  site  for  his  future  city,  and  the 
low  ground  along  the  river  merely  the 
water  gate.vay  that  should  admit  to  it 
the  vast  commerce  of  the  future.  Of  this 
future  he  had  great  expectations,  but  he 
did  not  live  to  see  them  realized.  Dying 
within  ten  years,  and  while  Cleveland  was 
still  a  mere  hamlet  of  log  houses,  he  be- 
held its  future  greatness  only  from  the 
Pisgah  of  a  somewhat  active  imagination. 

Leaving  a  few  men  to  erect  a  store- 
house and  cabin  for  the  coming  surveyors, 
Cleveland  returned  to  Conneaut;  and  in 
the  course  of  a  short  two  months  the  city 
which  is  to  bear  his  name  to  a  late  poster- 
ity came  into  existence — on  paper.  The 
map  which  was  then  made  on  the  ground. 
by  pasting  together  several  sheets  and 
parts  of  sheets  of  foolscap,  was  found  a 
few  years  ago  among  the  papers  of  ex- 
Governor  HoUey,  of  Connecticut,  a  son 
of  one  of  the  Cleveland  surveyors.  It  is 
dated  October  1. 1796 :  but  the  streets  indi- 
cated upon  it  bear  the  same  names  and 
have  the  same  locations  as  those  now  in 
existence. 

Soon  after  the  surveyors  left  Con- 
iieaui,  Kingsbury  was  called  by  important 
business  to  return  to  his  former  home  in 
New  Hampshire.  It  must  have  been  ne- 
cessity which  took  him  away,  for  he  had 
to  leave  his  wife  and  little  ones,  with  only 
a  lad  of  thirteen,  exposed  to  the  hazards 
of  a  wide  forest  frequented  by  roving 
bands  of  savages.  Groing  on  horseback 
by  the  shortest  route — overland  from  Buf- 
falo to  Albany — ^he  expected  to  return  by 
the  1st  of  December;  but  the  time  came 
without  him,  or  any  tidings  of  him,  for 
no  mails  as  yet  travelled  west  of  Fort 
Stanwix,  near  Utica.  The  winter  set  in 
early  with  great  sere!".ty.  S;^^^'^  fell  deep 
late  in  November  _  led 

the  lonely  cabin.      _     -  in- 

ily  ran  short  of  provisions,  and  the  cattle 
of  fodder.     Till  the  sno^  .-.-..^     v..   t,.. 


dians  had  brought  the  family  game :  but 
with  the  first  very  cold  weather  they  had 
fled,  with  the  birds,  southward,  and  now 
the  lone  woman  and  her  children  seemed 
left  to  perish  there  in  the  heart  of  the  wil- 
derness. To  add  to  her  iri  ^  ►  r  child 
was  then  born  into  the  i  -  i.  But 
even  then,  thus  sick  and  alone  and  shut 
out  from  all  human  succor,  this  heroic  wo- 
man did  not  lose  hope  or  courage,  for  she 
trusted  in  a  Providence  who  hears  even 
the  cry  of  the  ravens.  She  knew  that,  if 
alive,  her  husband  would  soon  come  to  her 
rescue :  but  day  after  day  she  watcheil  and 
waited  for  him.  measuring  carefully  her 
scanty  store  of  food,  and  listening  with 
anxious  ear  to  every  sound  that  broke  the 
stillness  of  the  forest :  but  the  days  length- 
ened into  weeks,  and  still  he  did  not  come. 

She  ministered  to  herself  as  well  as  she 
could,  and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  man- 
aged to  drag  herself  about  the  cabin;  and 
during  this  time  another  furious  storm 
broke  over  the  little  cabin,  lasting,  with- 
out intermission,  twenty-one  days,  and 
piling  still  iiigher  the  heavy  drifts  that 
everywhere  covered  the  forest.  Could 
her  husband  survive,  exposed  to  such  a 
frozen  tempest  i  or  if  he  did,  was  there 
hope  he  could  reach  her.  buried  as  she 
was  under  drifts  as  high  as  the  roof  of  her 
dwelling  ?  Terrible  and  desolate  was  the 
outlook  to  the  lonely  woman:  but  her 
faith  and  trust  and  courage  did  not  even 
then  forsake  her.  and  at  last  her  patient 
waiting  was  rewarded.  It  was  Christmas 
Eve  when  the  storm  cleared  away,  and  a 
gleam  of  sunshine  broke  at  last  through 
the  long  overhanging  clouds.  She  went 
to  the  window  to  watch  the  welcome  light, 
and  then  she  caught  sight  of  her  husband, 
struggling  painfully  through  the  heavy 
drifts  on  his  way  to  the  cabin.  He  was 
on  foot,  and  only  an  Lidian  guide  was 
with  him.  Slowly  he  came  on.  but  at  last 
he  reached  the  house,  and.  scarcely  able 
to  speak,  fell  exhausted  in  the  opened 
doorway. 

The  reason  of  his  long  delay  was  soon 
made  known  to  the  overjoyed  woman. 
He  had  no  sooner  arrived  at  his  old  home 
than  he  was  stricken  down  with  a  fever, 
the  seeds  of  which  he  had  carried  from 
the  malarial  swamps  of  Conneaut.  As 
soon  as  able  to  mount  his  horse  he  had 
set  out  to  return ;  but  the  heavy  snows  in 
western  New  York  had  so  impelled  his 
progress  that  he  did  not  reach  Buffalo  till 
-'■i-^  3d  of  December.    There,  thouarh  scarce- 
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ly  able  to  sit  liis  liorse,  lie  had  lialtetl  only 
loiiir  enoug-h  to  secure  an  Indian  g-uide — 
for  the  snow  had  obliterated  the  trail,  and 
none  but  a  iu\tive  could  find  the  way 
throug-h  the  forest  in  sucli  weather.  They 
had  set  out  together  on  the  following  day ; 
and  thus  he  had  been  exposed,  day  and 
uight,  for  three  long  weeks,  to  the  storm 
that  she  had  heard  howl  so  furiously 
around  the  little  cabin.  The  drifts  in 
many  places  had  been  higher  than  his 
liorse's  head;  in  one  of  them  the  animal 
had  perished,  and  he  would  have  shared 
its  fate  but  for  the  fidelity  of  the  faithful 
Indian. 

The  rest  of  this  ''  winter's  tale"  may  be 
briefly  related.  The  revulsion  of  feeling 
consequent  on  the  return  of  her  husband 
prostrated  ^Irs.  King.sbury.  She  was  her- 
self now  attacked  with  the  fever,  and  un- 
able to  give  her  child  its  natural  nourish- 
ment. The  life  of  the  infant  then  hung 
upon  that  of  the  half-starved  cow,  whose 
sole  subsistence  was  the  small  twigs  of  the 
linn, elm. and  beech, which  had  been  gath- 
ered for  the  winter's  fodder.  It  was  a 
fortnight  before  Kingsbury  was  enough 
recovered  to  move  about,  and  tlien  he  had 
to  face  another  journey.  Tlie  stock  of 
provisions  had  now  become  all  but  ex- 
liausted,  and  no  supply  could  be  obtained 
nearer  than  Erie,  twenty-five  miles  dis- 
tant. The  intense  cold  which  had  suc- 
ceeded the  storm  had  thickly  incrusted 
the  snow,  and  over  it,  on  foot  and  alone, 
he  dragged  a  hand-sled  laden  with  the 
precious  eatables.  Flour  could  not  be 
procured,  and  only  a  bushel  of  wheat;  but 
on  this,  cracked  and  boiled,  they  managed 
to  keep  their  souls  and  bodies  together. 

But  a  great  calamity  soon  befell  the 
lonely  household.  Among  the  browse  for 
the  cattle,  the  young  lad  had  gathered 
some  twigs  of  the  oak,  not  knowing  that 
they  were  poison  to  dumb  creatures.  Of 
these  the  cow  had  eaten,  and  died;  and 
thus  the  little  child  Avas  doomed  to  starv- 
ation. Day  after  day,  and  night  aft- 
er night,  the  little  thing  wailed  its  life 
away,  and  that  father  and  mother,  power- 
less to  help,  were  forced  to  listen.  At 
last  its  wailing  ceased;  and  then  the  man 
and  the  boy  made  for  it  a  rude  coffin  from 
a  pine  box  which  had  been  left  by  the  sur- 
veyors, and  scooped  for  it  a  narrow  bed 
amid  the  snow.  Lifting  it  upon  his 
shoulder,  the  father  bore  the  little  body 
from  the  house,  and  the  mother  lifted  her- 
self up  in  her  bed  to  catch  a  last  glimpse 


of  it  as  he  laid  it  away  in  a  little  monnd 
not  far  from  the  dwelling.  She  watched 
him  as  he  lowered  it  into  the  ground,  and 
then  she  heard  falling  upon  it  the  frozen 
sods  that  were  to  hide  it  from  her  eyes  for- 
ever. With  that  sound  she  fell  back  un- 
conscious, only  to  awake  a  fortnight  later 
ignorant  of  all  that  had  hapjiened.  Now 
the  strange  thing  that  we  call  life  was  in 
her  only  a  flickering  flame,  which,  if  not 
quickly  fed,  would  soon  burn  out  in  its 
socket.  This  tiie  husband  saw,  and  load- 
ing the  old  Queen's-arm.  which  is  still  a 
sacred  relic  in  the  family,  he  gathered  up 
his  little  remaining  strength  and  went 
out  to  secure  some  of  the  animal  food 
that  was  necessary  to  the  saving  of  his 
wife's  life. 

The  severe  weather  had  i-elaxed,  and 
now,  instead  of  cold  blasts  from  the  frozen 
lake,  had  come  milder  breezes  from  the 
south,  bringing  with  them  a  few  lonely 
birds  into  the  forest.  But  the  birds  were 
shy,  and  Kingsbury  would  be  fortunate  to 
get  within  shooting  distance.  He  trudged 
wearily  on  into  the  woods,  Imt  he  saw  no 
game,  and  at  last,  almost  despondent,  he 
sat  down  upon  a  fallen  tree  in  the  midst 
of  a  snow-bank.  Soon  a  solitary  pigeon 
came  and  perched  itself  upon  the  top- 
most branch  of  a  tall  tree  at  the  utmost 
range  of  his  musket.  It  seemed  a  hope- 
less chance;  but  he  lifted  his  weapon  and 
fired,  and  the  bird  fell,  and  he  went  home 
with  it  rejoicing.  When  he  gave  the 
broth  to  his  wife  she  revived,  and  opening 
her  eyes,  asked,  in  a  feeble  tone,  ''  James, 
where  did  you  get  this  ?"*  The}'  were  the 
first  words  she  had  spoken  for  a  fortnight. 

Such  was  the  fii-st  winter  of  the  first 
white  settler  in  northern  Ohio.  It  is  not 
strange  that,  when  the  surveyors,  coming 
to  complete  their  work  in  the  spring,  told 
him  that  some  of  them  intended  to  locate 
at  the  new  city  they  had  laid  out  at  the 
westward,  he  should  have  decided  to  leave 
that  desolate  wilderness  and  build  his 
cabin  where  he  could  occasionally'  see  a 
human  face  of  his  own  complexion.  He 
did  this,  and  thus  became,  in  June,  1797, 
the  first  permanent  settler  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

But  he  did  not  again  make  the  mistake 
of  locating  near  a  marsh-bordered  stream 
where  the  air  was  laden  with  malarial 
palsy.  He  moved  back  a  mile  and  more 
from  the  Cuyahoga  to  a  deserted  cabin 
left  by  some  Indian  traders,  who  are  sup- 
X^osed  to  have  been  there  in  1786.     This 
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he  occupied  till  lie  could  build 
a  cabin  of  his  own,  which  he 
soon  did,  on  a  spot  directly 
east  of  the  public  square,  and 
not  far  from  the  present  site 
of  the  Post-office.  On  the 
g" round  near  by — now  occu- 
pied by  the  City  Hall  and 
Catholic  Cathedral — he  plant- 
ed a  crop  of  corn,  and  thus 
provided  ag-ainst  a  repetition 
of  the  experiences  of  the  pre- 
vious w^  inter. 

Kingsbury's  first  neighbor, 
and    the     second    settler    at 
Cleveland,  was  one  Lorenzo 
Carter,  who   soon   afterward 
built  a  cabin  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  near  the  hut  and 
store-house  of  the  surveyors. 
These  two  families,  in  all  nine 
persons,  comprised  the  total 
population    of    Cleveland   in 
1797.      In  the  following-  year 
four  families  were  added  to 
the  settlement ;  but  after  that 
date  the  town  increased  very 
slowly,    numbering    in    1810 
only  fifty-seven  persons,  and 
as  late  as  1820  not  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty.     This  snail-paced 
progress,  due  to  a  sterile  soil  and  a  mala- 
rial atmosphere,  was,  however,  not  shared 
by  the  adjacent  country.     More  healthy 
and  productive,  this  grew  with  amazing* 
rapidity;  and  the   consequence  was  that 
Cleveland,  though   small  in   itself,  soon 
came   to  be   of  some  importance  as.  the 
mart  and  port  of  entry  of  a  thriving"  farm- 
ing region.     This  fact  may  justify  a  brief 
reference   to    the    character,   habits,   and 
manner  of  life  of  its  early  settlers. 

In  1800,  Governor  St.  Clair  appointed 
Kingsbury  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  Quarter  Session  of  the 
county;  and  in  the  following  year  there 
came  to  reside  in  the  place  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, a  nephew  of  Governor  Hunting- 
ton, of  Connecticut,  and  himself  soon 
afterward  Governor  of  Ohio.  He  was  a 
man  of  cultivation,  well  descended,  and 
eminent  at  the  bar,  and  Kingsbury  Avas  a 
man  highly  esteemed;  but  in  local  influ- 
ence they  were  both  overshadowed  by 
Lorenzo  Carter,  who  had  built  his  rough 
log  cabin  at  the  mouth  of  the  riv^r.  This 
man  was  a  genuine  type  of  the  pioneer. 
Though  rude  and  uncultured,  he  was 
generous,  kind-hearted,  and  neighborly.- 


LOPvENZO    CARTE  U. 


He  had  a  shrewd,  active  intellect,  great 
physical  strength,  and  a  keen  though 
crude  sense  of  justice;  and  these  quali- 
ties, combined  with  a  somewhat  aggress- 
ive and  domineering'  temper,  gave  him 
great  ascendency  over  the  simple-minded 
settlers  and  rude  aborigines.  As  early  as 
1798  a  w^hiskey  distillery  had  been  put  up 
by  a  man  named  Bryant  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  the  Indians  flocked  to  it 
in  crowds  for  supplies  of  fire-water.  Car- 
ter's house  was  near  by,  the  Indians  met 
him,  and  he  soon  acquired  an  influence 
over  them  greater  than  that  of  their  own 
chieftains.  His  word  became  law  among 
them,  and  so  it  soon  was  with  the  white 
settlers.  Where  there  is  no  regular  ad- 
ministration of  justice  it  is  natural  that 
the  strongest  should  rule;  but  what  was 
known  as  "Carter's  law"  had  control  in 
Cleveland  long  after  a  regularly  organ- 
ized court  existed  in  the  county.  But  the 
court  sat  at  Warren,  fifty  miles  away, 
and  was  not  at  first  attended  with  such  a 
degree  of  state  as  was  calculated  to  im- 
press very  much  awe  upon  the  communi- 
ty. The  first  session  is  said  to  have  been 
held  in  the  open  air,  between  two  corn- 
cribs.  Judge  Kingsbury  occui^ying  a  rude 
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bench  beneath  a  tree,  the  jurors  sitting 
around  on  the  grass,  and  the  prisoners 
looking  on  from  between  the  slats  of  the 
corn-cribs.  On  other  occasions  court  was 
held  in  a  barn,  as  being  the  most  commo- 
dious building  in  the  town. 

Carter's  law  was  administered  with  quite 
as  little  state,  but  it  had  the  advantage  of 
being  more  accessible  and  of  much  speedi- 
er execution.  One  or  two  instances  will 
serve  as  illustrations.  In  1807  a  farm 
liand  who  had  been  working  for  a  neigh- 
bor suddenly  decamped,  and  his  disap- 
pearance was  reported  to  Carter  as  a 
strange  thing,  for  he  had  stolen  nothing, 
and  had  left  behind  some  unpaid  wages. 
"No  man  can  leave  this  town  in  that 
manner,"  said  Carter,  at  once  mounting 
his  horse  and  going  after  the  runaway. 
Overtaking  him,  he  bade  the  man  return 
to  the  settlement;  but  he  declined,  protest- 
ing that  he  owed  no  one  anything,  and 
had  a  right  to  go  and  come  as  he  pleased. 
Upon  this.  Carter  poised  his  rifle,  and  gave 
the  runaway  his  choice  between  return- 
ing peaceably,  or  being  shot  and  left  in 
the  road,  a  prey  to  the  turkey-buzzards. 
The  man  knew  that  Carter  had  a  way  of 
suiting  his  actions  to  his  words,  and  he 
sensibly  returned,  received  his  wages,  and 
continued  a  good  citizen. 

But  Carter's  law  produced  its  most  salu- 
tary effects  among  the  Indians.  On  one 
occasion  a  lai'ge  band  of  Ottawas  and 
Chippewas  had  gathered  on  the  west  shore 
of  the  river,  while  a  smaller  gang  of  Sene- 
cas  wei'e  encamped  on  the  eastern  bank, 
and  in  their  mingling  together  a  Seneca 
had  killed  an  Ottawa.  The  deed  was  done 
at  night-fall,  and  early  on  the  following 
morning  the  combined  Ottawas  and  Chip- 
pewas were  seen  arrayed  in  Avar-paint,  and 
about  to  descend  in  vengeance  upon  the 
little  band  of  Senecas.  This  being  report- 
ed to  Carter,  he  went  among  them,  and 
by  the  promise  of  a  gallon  of  whiskey, 
succeeded  in  compromising  for  the  offense 
of  the  Seneca.  Unfortunately  the  dis- 
tillery was  not  in  operation  at  the  time, 
and  the  w^hiskey  could  not  be  delivered 
before  the  day  following.  But  the  In- 
dians were  impatient,  and  not  disposed  to 
Avait  the  slow  movements  of  the  distiller. 
Again  they  put  on  their  war-paint,  and 
now  they  threatened  extermination  to  both 
the  whites  and  the  Senecas.  For  a  time 
it  seemed  as  if  nothing  could  appease  their 
w^ratli,  and  that  Cleveland  was  about  to  be 
sacrificed  for  the  lack  of  a  single  gallon 


of  corn  whiskey.  But.  at  the  risk  of  his 
life.  Carter  went  again  among  the  infuri- 
ated savages,  and  again  they  took  his  word 
— this  time,  however,  insisting  upon  two 
gallons  of  fire-water.  Carter  took  good 
care  that  the  distiller  was  not  again  tardy, 
and  so  the  town,  which  had  been  kept 
awake  by  fear  for  a  couple  of  nights,  Avent 
again  to  peaceful  slumbers. 

AVhiskey  in  the  hands  of  Carter  was 
a  powerful  persuader  Avith  the  red  man, 
as  Avas  shown  on  still  another  occasion. 
Cleveland  had  been  made  a  county-seat  in 
1809,  and  this  brought  courts  and  justice 
nearer  than  fiftj'  miles,  and  Avould  he  nat- 
urally expected  to  abolish  Carter's  laAv 
altogether.  It  did  do  this  in  a  measure, 
but  the  sturdy  pioneer  had  still  so  much 
influence  as  to  be  called  upon  in  every 
sudden  emergency.  In  1812,  an  Indian 
Avas  tried  and  condemned  to  death  by  the 
regular  tribunal.  Before  being  led  to  ex- 
ecution he  boasted  to  Carter  and  others 
that  he  would  show  the  Avhite  ])eople  how 
an  Indian  could  die.  He  seemed  to  en- 
joy the  ceremony  of  being  drawn  through 
the  streets,  to  the  sound  of  music,  amid  a 
crowd  of  people;  but  Avhen  he  had  ascend- 
ed the  scaffold,  and  the  black  cap  Avas  be- 
ing drawn  OA^er  his  head,  his  fortitude  for- 
sook him,  and  he  refused  to  be  executed 
upon  any  consideration.  In  A'ain  the  sher- 
iff ap])ealed  to  his  sense  of  manhood,  and 
reminded  him  of  his  boast  that  he  would 
die  like  a  brave  Indian.  ''Me  Avill  not 
die,"  was  the  only  answer.  Before  resort- 
ing to  unseemly  force,  the  sheriff  turned 
to  Carter,  Avho  now  ascended  the  scaffold, 
and  said  a  few  Avords  to  the  Indian  in  his 
native  language.  Instantly  the  feUow 
wilted,  and  promised  to  die  like  a  gentle- 
man if  Carter  would  giA^e  him  just  one- 
half  pint  of  Avhiskey.  The  Avhiskey  AA^as 
sent  for,  but  having  imbibed  it  the  In- 
dian ao-ain  refused  to  be  executed.  The 
sheriff*  Avas  about  to  resort  to  force,  but 
Carter  suggested  another  glass  of  AvhiskeA\ 
The  Indian  accepted  it,  and  then  leaped 
fearlessly  into  eternity. 

AVhatever  may  be  thought  of  his  mode 
of  conciliating  the  Indians,  there  is  no 
question  that  Carter  s  jJopularity  among 
them  Avas  a  principal  means  of  securing 
to  the  early  settlers  of  Cleveland  a  free- 
dom from  saA^age  molestation  that  Avas 
not  enjoyed  by  other  frontier  settlements. 
There  Avere  among  the  early  settlers  men 
of  greater  cultivation  and  far  higher  char- 
acter than  Carter;  but  Avhen  he  died,  in 
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ISI-L  he  was  universally  regretted.  Everr 
onr  '  .ly  ••  could  liave  bet- 

ter -  n  " 

3:  -  ^ 

Tri:  -  -  -  -  . 

.  those  '  woods  were 

.X..  >  .w.  They  ^ .  .  ..  ..  ,ut  the  high- 
ways, and  often  invaded  the  farm-yard  of 
the  settler.     No  *        _'  •    ■_        rout 

at  niirht  unamit  .  ell- 


ea  :      -  _  « t* r  lue  uuor 

as  a  -   -  ijs.     As  late 

as  iSlo  a  large  part  of  the  town  was  cov- 
ered with  trees,  and  a  forest  of  huge  chest- 
nuts skirled  Si]]>erior  Street,  so  dense  as 
"         '  "        iew 

or- 
uei  ^    vas 

an  ^  -  or- 

ite  resort  of  wo;  ere,  on  < 

siou,  Gk>vernor  i .  .  _:on  was  ,..;,.....- 

by  a  pack  of  these  hungry  animals.     He 

was         'i  on  a  ^       -        rse.  and  was 

ret  _        »ni  a  ci:  dark,  with 


did  Avenue,  who  witnesses  evervwhere 

ah 

m--  _ 

of  a  century  it  has  be 

beasts,  when  a  steady  arm  and  a  trusty 

rifle  were  the  settlers'  only  safeguards. 

But  we  shall  mistake  if  we  suppose  thai 
in  such  a  condition  of  things  the  sei:'      - 
life  was  not  one  of  comfort  and  e: 
ment.     W'  . 

to  us,  it  ha- 
known  to  ■  inio  a 

der  mill  w .:         ie.     Th-.  ^- . 

tier  carried  into  the  Western  wilds  the 
same  free,  elastic  spirit  he  had  known  iu 
his  old  home  in  New  England,  In  fact, 
his  life  wa>   '      -  ^     ^       "    '     '  ^ 

primitive-  -  _  -  ^        ■ 

gt:.  :. 

she  was  iioi  clad  in  silks,  satins.  > 
His  coat  and  trousers  were  of  1 
gray,  and  she  was  arrayed  in  a 

gown,  somewhat  scant  in  the  Siv.:.>.  l  .ji 
hermetically  sealed  across  the  bosom,  and 

~  •• -led  modestv  tha: 


-IS.        Htf  iiilU 

„      ...   .   :ih  his  um- 

brella, and  thus  succeeded,  not  in  beating 

off  the  attack,  ^ '  *         -     '^  j   * -iiing  his 
horse  that  the  la:  r  wolves 


an^ 

T 


needed  than 


wary  traveiJer,    t>tr-  _  Ter- 

hanging  branch  of  s.  .^._  .- .....  .    ..,.eal- 

ed  in  the   bushes   by   the   way-side,  he 
sought  to  take  his  prey  unawares,  and 
woe  to  the  wayfarer  who.  after  dark,  had 
noT  .         .  .        . 

In  >  :    - 

in  Euclid  Avenue  -■ 

feet  from  his  nose  :  ^  ^  ' 

The  bear,  however,  though  less  ferocious, 

was  more  troublesome  than  the  -pantber. 

In  broad  daylight  he  entered  dwellings 

an.' 

at  :    .  -  - 

sties.  ^LLiu.   iijavj.^   «a  It.   - 

young  porkers.  If 
on  such  occasions,  he  W' 
off  with  a  JQTenile  swii..  .^  ..--  -.-.  .  .-. 
every  now  and  then  tumiug  back  and 
eyins"  -  '  -:iers  with  a  cool  impu- 
dence :  i  everything  but  a  well- 
loaded  r::ir.     li^e  passer  to-day  along  Eu- 


Aii. 
ihey  V  _ 

now  and  then  listened  to  a  Fourth  of  Jul;. 
oration,  wherein  the  eagle  expanded  hi> 

wings  and  screamed  in  the  most  approved 

fashion.    Balls  wer.  '  :.  and  to  them 

the  lt^d<  and  las^se^  _  from  all  the 

iT  iu  the  ** :  "  " 
pigeon-wiij^ 
the  lune  of  "Hi:  Beiiy  Martin."  played 
by  the  old-fashioned  fiddle,  till  tlie  stars 
faded  away  in  the  morning.  ''Billini 
ar  ~  -  r  "  it  is  said,  filled  up  the  :: '  : 

va.-  -lance:  but  there  beiu 2"  o: 


ei'cise      -  '*  \<*  i-iaTf  C<x-uri^r!U  ill 

some  n.        -  quarter — under  green 

bougrhs,  with  an  overiianging  moon,  or  in 
the  chimney-oomer,  while  the  old  folks 
were  snoring  soundly  in  the   adjoining 

.ent,    ^That  it  d:"    -  - 

-.wever,  be  safelv . 


aiea  JJ.1S  c*wn 
_. _..     :.._.-.  _-.  at  a  gather- 

ing of  the  early  settlors  of  this  part  of  Ohic' 
The  old  gentleman  gave  so  good  a  picture 
of  those  primitive  times,  which  will  nev- 
er again  be  repeated  in  any  section  of  thi? 
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country,  tliat  I  am  tempted  to  trail sci'ibe 
a  portion  of  Iiis  experiences. 

Said  tlie  old  gentleman :  '*  The  boys  and 
^irls  wlio  were  predisposed  to  matrimony 
used  to  sit  up  together  on  Sunday  nights, 
dressed  in  their  Sunday'  clothes.  They 
occupied  usually  a  corner  of  the  only  fam- 
ily room  of  the  cabin,  wliile  the  bed  of  the 
old  folks  occupied  the  <jpposite  corner. 
with    blankets   suspended   around    it    fur 


so  as  to  produce  a  slight  parental  hacking 
cough.  All  this  accords,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, with  my  own  experience." 

Then  the  ancient  patriarch  related  his 
own  courtship,  told  how  he  courted  a  girl 
of  the  "true  Plymouth  Rock  stamp,''  who 
lived  twenty  miles  away.  As  the  course 
of  true  love  never  did  run  smooth,  her 
mother  objected  to  the  match,  and  though 
lie  pleaded  with  her  most  pathetically,  she 


.r-A=i 


W^WMMW9tm7^^' 


^\ 
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•curtains.  About  eight  o'clock  the  young- 
er children  climbed  the  ladder  in  the 
corner,  and  went  to  bed  in  their  bunks 
under  the  garret  roof:  and  about  an  hour 
later  father  and  mother  retired  behind 
the  blanket-curtains,  leaving  the  '  spark- 
el's'  sitting,  at  a  respectful  distance  apart, 
before  a  capacious  wood- fire-place,  and 
looking  thoughtfully  into  the  cheerful 
flame,  or  perhax')s  into  the  future.  The 
sparkers.  however,  soon  broke  the  silence 
by  sth'ring  up  the  fire  with  a  wooden 
shovel  or  poker,  first  one  and  then  the 
other,  and  every  time  they  resumed  their 
seats,  somehow  the  chairs  manifested  un- 
usual attraction  for  closer  contiguity.  If 
chilly,  the  sparkers  would  sit  close  to- 
gether to  keep  warm ;  if  dark,  to  keep  the 
bears  off.  Then  came  some  whispering, 
with  a  hearty  'smack.'  which  broke  the 
cabin  stillness  and  disturbed  the  gentle 
breathing  behind  the  suspended  blankets, 


refused  to  melt  "worth  a  cent."  Then  he 
went  about  for  a  time  "sighing  like  a 
furnace."  and  then  he  sent  his  father  to 
the  court  of  the  old  lady  to  contract  an 
alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  but  v^i.th 
no  better  success.  He.  however,  kept  on 
courting  the  girl  till  he  loved  everything 
on  her  father's  farm,  and  at  last  his  per- 
severance was  rewarded,  and  the  wedding 
day  was  fixed.  The  ague  and  fever  was 
on  him,  and  now,  as  the  "day  of  days" 
approached,  he  often  detected  himself  feel- 
ing his  pulse,  in  fear  that  the  disease  might 
increase,  and  add  to  the  fever  already  con- 
suming him.  But  he  was  married  with- 
out accident,  and  election  soon  coming 
off.  he  offered  his  vote  at  the  polls.  It 
was  rejected  because  of  his  youthful  ap- 
pearance, and  this  his  wife  took  mtich  to 
heart.  On  the  morning  of  the  next  elec- 
tion day  she  presented  him  with  a  small 
counterpart   of  himself.      The   news  had 
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preceded  him  at  the  polls,  and  his  vote 
was  not  again  questioned,  though  he  was 
not  vet  of  the  legal  age. 

They  were  a  stalwart  race  of  men,  and 
a  glorious  race  of  women.  All  of  New 
England  blood,  they  had  the  Yankee's 
adaptedness  to  circumstances,  and  his  uni- 
vei'sal  genius.  The  men  could  repair  a 
plough,  build  a  house,  or  drive  a  sharp 
bargain,  and  at  the  same  time  chop  logic, 
discuss  theology,  or  deliver  a  Fourth  of 
Juh^  oration ;  while  the  women  could  brew 
and  bake,  turn  a  spinning-wheel,  and 
make  their  children's  clothes ;  or  entertain 
guests,  execute  embroidery,  or  sing  Watts's 
hymns  in  a  way  to  set  the  birds  a  listen- 
ing. And  ail  these  things  they  did  with 
equal  ease,  as  if  born:  to  the  vocation. 
What  would  be  thought  nowadays  of  a 
young  maiden  who,  single-handed,  should 
worst  a  bear  in  a  deadly  encounter,  or 
who,  in  her  father's  absence,  should  shin- 
gle the  roof  and  nail  the  clapboards 
upon  his  unfinished  dwelling,  and  all  the 
while  be  as  much  of  a  lady  as  any  count- 
ess ?  But  such  were  the  Ohio  girls  of  ISOO 
to  1820,  and  they  were  the  mothers  of  the 
men  who  built  the  cit}'  of  Cleveland — for 
the  town  was  built  by  men,  and  not  made 
b}'  nature.  Other  places  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  have  as  great  natural 
advantages;  but  no  other  has  had  its  men, 
and  hence  Cleveland  has  outstripped  them 
all  in  commerce,  wealth,  and  population. 

In  1817  New  York  began  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  soon  afterward 


Ohio  conceived  the  idea  of  a  similar  work 
to  connect  Lake  Erie  with  the  Oliio  Rivei-. 
Cleveland  was  then  an  insignificant  vil- 
lage of  about  one  hundred  and  fift\'  peo- 
ple; but  its  leading  men  had  the  foresight 
to  see  the  advantage  of  making  it  the 
northern  terminus  of  the  great  waterway, 
and  they  planned  and  worked  to  that  end 
until  it  was  accomplished.  In  1827  the 
canal  was  completed  as  far  as  Akron,  and 
this  opened  to  Cleveland  a  rich  farming 
section,  already  thickly  settled  and  over- 
flowing with  surplus  products.  This  sur- 
plus was  brought  to  Cleveland,  and  mer- 
chandise was  wanted  in  exchange;  and 
thus  sprang  up  a  business  which  in  a  lit- 
tle more  than  one  decade  amounted  to  the 
annual  sum  of  twenty  million  dollars. 
The  lake  commerce  of  Cleveland,  which 
began  in  1808  with  Lorenzo  Carter's  sloop 
Zeph}j)\  of  thirty  tons,  now^  aggregates  an 
annual  tonnage  of  one  and  a  half  millions. 
In  the  second  year  after  the  opening  of 
the  canal  it  brought  to  the  city  500,000 
bushels  of  wheat,  100,000  barrels  of  flour. 
1,000.000  pounds  of  butter,  and  of  other 
produce  a  like  proportion  ;  and  in  the 
second  year  following  (1830),  the  L'nited 
States  census  found  in  tlie  town  1075 
people. 

Among  the  earliest  receipts  by  the  canal 
was  a  boat-load  of  coal,  for  which  an  en- 
terprising mine  owner  hoped  to  find  a 
market  in  Cleveland.  A  wagon-load  of 
it  was  hawked  about  the  town,  and  atten- 
tion called  to  its  superior  quality  and  great 
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value  as  fuel.  But  tlie  towns-people  eyed 
it  with  disfavor.  It  was  filthy,  inconven- 
ient to  handle,  emitted  an  offensive  smoke, 
and  not  a  few  questioned  if  "stone"  could 
he  made  to  burn  at  all.  With  wood  grow- 
ing- at  their  A^ery  doorways,  what  sense 
would  there  be  in  going  a  long  distance 
for  a  fuel  neither  so  clean  nor  so  pleasant 
as  the  old-fashioned  oak  or  hickory  ?  All 
day  long  the  wagon  went  the  rounds  with- 
out a  single  buyer;  but  after  a  time  a 
good-natured  innkeeper  did  consent  to 
try  a  small  quantity  at  two  dollars  per 
ton.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  coal 
trade  of  Cleveland,  which  now  exceeds 
one  million  tons  annually. 

In  1832  the  canal  was  finished  to  the 
Ohio  River,  and  about  the  same  time  the 
advance-guard  of  that  New  England  exo- 
dus which  set  in  with  the  opening  of  the 
Erie  Canal  began  to  reach  Cleveland  and 
the  outlying  country.  Its  commerce  grew 
with  amazing  rapidity.  It  numbered,  in 
1846,  10,135  people,  and  in  1852,  25,670; 
and  this  rapid  growth  was  altogether  due 
to  the  foresight  of  the  man  who  conceived 
the  idea  of  making  it  the  northern  termi- 
nus of  the  Ohio  Canal.    His  name,  I  think. 


was  Alfred  Kelley,  the  first  president  of 
Cleveland  village. 

But  about  1852  the  commerce  of  Cleve- 
land received  a  check,  and  its  lake  su- 
premacy was  threatened.  The  opening 
of  through  lines  of  railway  had  now  be- 
gun to  carry  past  its  doors  the  produce  on 
which  its  leading  men  had  expected  it  to 
grow  into  a  great  commercial  city.  But 
these  men  were  equal  to  the  emergency. 
It  occurred  to  them  that  the  town  was 
located  about  midway  between  the  iron 
mines  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  coal  fields 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  The}^  would 
bring  the  two  together,  and  convert  Cleve- 
land into  a  great  manufacturing  city. 
This  project  resolved  upon,  they  w^ent 
about  it  with  surprising  energy.  They 
erected  foundries  and  factories,  and  set 
on  foot  a  railroad  down  the  Mahoning 
Valley,  which  should  connect  their  fur- 
naces with  the  immense  coal  fields  of  that 
region.  This  road  was  completed  in  1857, 
and  ever  since  the  position  of  Cleveland 
has  been  assured  as  the  great  iron  centre 
of  the  West.  There  is  not  here  space  to 
note  the  successive  steps  by  which  the 
place  has  since  risen  from  a  small  town 
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to  a  great  city,  but  its  progress  is  clearly 
indicated  in  the  following-  figures  from 
the  United  States  census  tables.  In  1860 
it  had  a  population  of  43,838;  in  1870, 
92,829;  in  1880,  160,146;  and  by  the  best 
estimates  it  numbers  at  the  present  date 
upward  of  200,000. 


iron  foundries  and  factories,  oil  and  chem- 
ical works,  brick-yards,  and  other  manu- 
factories impossible  to  enuuierate.  Here 
ten  thousand  machines  move  night  and 
day  in  ceaseless  hum,  sending  away,  upon 
the  numerous  rail  tracks  whicli  every- 
where interlace  the  district,  iron  in  its  va- 
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If  we  stand  on  the  precise  spot  where 
General  Cleveland  landed  on  that  sum- 
mer day  in  1796,  and  look  about  us  for  a 
moment,  we  shall  be  able  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  great  wealth  and  immense  ac- 
tivity of  this  teeming  hive  of  human  in- 
dustry. At  our  feet  is  an  irregular  val- 
ley, from  a  half  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
wide,  and  following  the  windings  of  the 
river,  which  here  doubles  on  itself  several 
times,  thus  affording  a  long  line  of  dock 
front  within  the  city  limits.  The  outer 
edges  of  this  valley  are  flanked  by  high 
bluffs,  on  which  are  built  the  main  por- 
tions of  the  town;  but  here,  along  the  bed 
of  the  river,  is  the  industrial  heart  of 
Cleveland.  Looking  up  the  valley,  we 
see  hundreds  of  acres,  stretching  from  the 
lake  shore  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  city,  which  are  covered  by  ship  and 
lumber  yards,  planing  and  flouring  mills, 


rious  forms  to tlie  value  of  $70,000,000,  and 
otlier  products  auiounting  to  f?30, 000,000; 
that  is  to  say,  a  total  value  of  $100,000,000 
yearly — an  amount  equal  to  the  whole- 
taxable  property  of  the  city.  Six  great 
lines  of  railway  dip  into  this  valley,  bring- 
ing to  it  uncounted  tons  of  raw  matei-ial, 
and  bearing  from  it,  in  thousands  of  cars, 
its  immense  manufactured  product,  ready 
for  use  and  consuuiption.  The  spectacle 
is  confusing.  The  frequent  scream  of  the 
steam -whistle,  the  ceaseless  whir  of  the 
heavy  machinery,  the  constant  coming 
and  going  of  the  loaded  trains,  with  the 
harsh  grating  of  their  iron  wheels,  all 
this  gets  into  one's  head,  till  it  turns- 
around,  and  if  he  is  a  quiet  man,  and 
somewhat  given  to  day-dreaming,  he^ 
longs  to  be  wafted  back  some  three- 
fourths  of  a  century  to  a  seat  at  the  hos- 
pitable board  of  Major  Carter  Lii  the  old'. 
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log'  cabin  that  stood  just  yoiuloi*.  If  tlio 
old  pioneer  comes  down  here  now.  and 
has  eyes  to  see  wliat  is  going  on  about  his 
okl  home,  what  nnist  be  his  sensations! 

Branching  from  tliis  valley  to  the  right 
is  another  vaHey  skirtinga  narrow  stream, 
wliicli  \\n'  a  \\\\\o  ;iiid  a  lialf  is  ci'owd*^! 
with  woollen  factories,  slaugiuer  and 
packing  houses,  and  siniiUir  establish- 
ments: and  farrlu^r  np  the  Cnyalioga. 
ahMii;-  {\\v  iiiai'u-in  of  anoilicr  brook,  is  >till 
another  valley  which  poui's  a  ceaseless 
tide  of  manufactured  ]n-oducts  into  the 
immense  commerce  of  Clevekind.  Tliis 
last  stream  is  called  Ivina'sbury  Hun.  and 
it  is  the  only  memorial  thai  I  know  of 
which  has  been  dei^iicalotl  lo  the  worthy 
first  settler. 

Here,  at  the  nuMitli  of  Kingsbury  Eun. 
are  the  works  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, covering  several  acres,  and 
turning  out.  when  in  full  opera- 
tion. 1().000  barrels  of  oil  daily. 
This  concern  is  a  marvel  of 
commercial  enterprise.  Starting 
about  tlie  time  that  petroleum 
was  discovered  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  a  private  firm,  with  a  capital 
of  only  S'30.000.  it  has  grown  into 
a  maniniotli  corporation  having 
bi'anches  in  half  a  dozen  States, 
employing  thousands  of  men.  and 
handling  nine-tenths  of  the  oil 
product  tliat  goes  to  Euro]ie.  It 
is  said  to  have  bought  out  and 
frozen  out  a  hundred  rival  estab- 
lishments, to  have  made  its  own 
terms  with  railroads  and  yet  en- 
riched them  by  its  traffic  :  and  to 
now  control  the  crude  oil  market 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  re  lined 
oil  market  of  the  world.  Its  blue 
barrels  are  to  be  seen  all  over 
Europe.  It  is  stated  that  the 
profits  of  the  company  up  to  18S3 
had  been  $77,105,322.  Some  of 
its  business  methods  have  been 
criticised:  but  however  unscru- 
pulous they  may  have  been,  the 
company  is  a  wonderful  exhibition  of 
what  business  energy  and  sagacity  may 
accomplish  in  this  country. 

Another  gigantic  business  that  has  its 
home  in  this  Talley  is  that  of  the  Cleve- 
land Eolling-Mill,  which  owes  its  origin 
and  wonderful  success  to  the  almost  un- 
aided efforts  of  the  late  Henry  Chisliolm. 
who  came  to  America  from  Scotland,  at 
the  ao-e  of  twentv.  with  scarcelv  a  dollar 


in  his  pocket.  By  industry  and  enero-v 
he  had,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  accumu- 
lated about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
and  with  this  in  1857  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  this  establishment,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  owning 
mini's  ;nul  milN  in  several  of  the  States, 
and  having,  all  told,  a  Avorking  force  of 
8000  men,  5000  of  Avhom  are  employed  in 
this  valley.  The  rolling-mill  has  a  ca- 
})acity  of  100,000  tons  of  steel  rails  per 
year,  with  fotu*  furnaces  for  the  pi-oduc- 
tion  of  Bessemer  metal.  The  aggregate 
business  of  the  establishment  amounts  to 
^25,000,000  per  annum. 

Spanning  this  busy  valley,  and  con- 
necting the  eastern  and  western  halves  of 
Cleveland,  is  a  gigantic  work,  which  has 
no  ]nu'allel  in  any  Western  city.  It  is  a 
stone  causewa  V  sixtv-four  feet  wid(\  tln'ee- 


LEOXARD    CASE. 


fifths  of  a  mile  long*,  and  carried  over  the 
Cuyahoga  at  a  height  of  sixty-eight  feet 
above  the  water.  Its  cost  has  exceeded 
two  million  dollars — an  expenditure,  in 
proportion  to  population,  larger  than  that 
upon  the  Brooklyn  Bridge. 

If  now  we  retrace  ofir  steps  to  the  heart 
of  the  city,  we  shall  see  where  the  men 
live  and  transact  their  business  who  give 
life  and  movement  to  this  busv  hive  of  in- 


5*  6 


HARPERS  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


diistry.  Superior  Street,  the  priucipal 
busiuess  thoroughfare,  was  h\id  out  when 
land  liere  was  a  drug  in  the  market  at  one 
dollar  an  acre,  and  hence  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  original  surveyoi-s  made 
it  a  hundi*ed  and  thirty-two  feet  wide.  It 
is  lined  with  stores,  banks,  and  ware- 
houses, some  of  which  ai*e  business  pal- 


'"  I  don't  read  anybotly  else,*'  he  answei*ed, 
with  a  smile  on  his  care-worn  face:  *"  he  is 
inimitable."'  In  the  plain  building  before 
which  we  ai*e  standing  the  inimitable 
showman  iii"st  set  up  his  **wax  figgei*s"; 
and  if  we  enter  here  we  may  encounter 
the  assistant  editor  of  the  Plahidealer. 
who  was  the  associate  and  intimate  friend 
of  **A.  Ward"  when  the 
latter  was  the  city  editor 
of  this  journal.  He  lias 
many  anecdotes  to  tell 
of  the  genial  showman. 
He  describes  his  appear- 
ance, when  he  first  came 


aces:  but  midway  up  the  street  we         , 
will  pause  for  a  moment  before 
one   of   the    least   pi-etentious    of 
these  buildings. 

Calling  upon  Mr.  Lincoln  on  one 
of  the  darkest  days  in  the  late  war.  I  was 
surprised  to  see  upon  his  mantel-piece  a 
couple  of  volumes— one  a  small  Bible,  the 
other.  Artemus  JVarch  his  Book.  **Do 
vou  read  Artemus  Ward  t"  I  asked  him. 


ZrCLlD    AVESUE. 


to  the  ofiBce.  as  decidedly  rustic.  He  wa>. 
he  says,  long  and  lank,  with  flowing  hair, 
and  loosely  fiitiug  coat,  and  trousers  too 
short  in  the  legs  and  bagging  at  the  knees. 
His  humor  was  irrepi-essible.  and  always 
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bubbling"  ovcf,  and  he  kept  all  about  liim 
in  a  constant  state  of  merriment.  He  was 
a  wag^ — nothing  but  a  wag — ^but  in  that 
line  a  genius.  He  could  see  only  the 
ludicrous  side  of  a  subject.  Going  away 
once  on  a  short  vacation,  he  ensrasred  this 


San  Francisco  to  deliver  a  course  m  Cali- 
fornia. The  season  being  close  at  hand, 
the  manager  asked  him  by  telegraph: 
•'WTiat  will  you  take  for  forty  nights 
in    California  ?      Answer   immediately.'^ 

tele- 


"VTard    answered    immediate! t- 


JOffii    HAY. 


gentleman  to  perform  his  work  d uri- g-  ^aph.  ''Brandy  and  water.  "      The  joke 

liis  absence.     He  carefully  instr .:       "  ^  noised  throughout  the  State,  and  the 

^LS  to  his  duties,  and  in  doing  -        ir  -    1:  was,  when  Artemns  went  there  to 

:from  his  pocket  a  tow  string  about  a  tool  lecture  on  his  own  account,  he  ^^^.s  ::zie: 

^and  a  half  long,  and  told  him  he  mtist  fur-  everywhere    with    overflowing    houses. 

nish  that  amount  of  copy  iper  day,  leaving  While  engaged  in  lecturing  in  the  West, 

on  his  desk  the  measure  as  a  reminder  of  he  wrote  tliis  g-entleman   :lr   : :" :     :„^ 

the  quantity.    About  this  time  he  was  call-  epistle: 

-ed  upon  to  respond  to  a  toast  to  the  Pre^        "Mvdil^     ^^      ^ ^  - 

at  a  Ben  Franklin  festival  held  in  Clev^e-  f-  ^     j  -^                                _           . 

land.     He  rose  to  his  feet,  hung  his  hea  •  ,,             ^ 

for  a  few  moments  in  silence,  and  theii  1^  -:  zl^^-^  i_.  i_c  ^:  __-.  .._^  ic^d  il-c_j.  i    i^c 

sat  down,  having  said  nothing.     In  his  at  the  Bates  House  ?     Xo\r  this  is  taxing  tout 

account  of  the  festival  in  the  next  dav^'s  good-natnie.br.-:^  -             '  ^     " — ^  -    yon, 

PZain^ea/er  his  speech  was  reported  bv  a  ^^^ge?    Boy                                               me 

blank  space  of  about  half  a  column  of  elo-  ^^^  ^°!? ""    "^^                                        -  "  """^ ! 

^    .-,  knoTT  wno  t  _                                                -  me  of 

^uent  silence.  them:-                                                     ave  ap- 

This  gentleman  remembers  that  soon  peale                                                            to  cut 

after  *  *  A.  Ward"  entered  the  lecture  field  out  somr  ^  .^-^  _                                        ^  _-  ^  ^ 

he  was  invited  by  a  theatrical  manager  in  not^    Goon,  tit    __       . 

Voi^  TXXIL—So.  430.— 3» 
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with  the  aged. 

Remember  that 

we  are  here 

-"  - 

'    ■           -     •    • 

riches  take 

_ 

vay.     Intox- 

- 

nn- 

l.V'tlLr--. 

V\  r:> 

.:.-:-"  :~ 

>ir. 

farewelL 

Fare 

well. 

.      -Ue. 

-V-  W^RD." 

P  -  .   -  -  ve  soon 

c^TT :  by  the 

yors.     ii  IS  novr  caiied  Mon- 

'--_ j^.  from  the  fact  that  in  one 

comer  of  it,  on  a  hig^h  pedestal,  stands  a 
staiue  of  Commodore  Perry,  in  the  atti- 
tude be  is  supposed  to  have  occupied  when 
ar.»«'»il  U>  _  '       ^  id- 

T  .X- 


lay  to  otf  Cleveland,  and  was  boarded  by 
Judge  Kingsbury,  who  had  been  engaged 
to  furnish  it  supplies.  HavLng^  told  him 
that  he  was  in  hourly  expectation  of 
encouDterincT  the  ^neniv  P<^rrv  added. 
•What  "   _  "     ^ 

heave  iti     _  . 

'Do.  sirf  answered  the  judge,  already 
venerable  for  his  gray  hairs — "I  would 
fight.  I  can  do  it  as  well  as  the  best  of 
you."  The  enemy  did  not  heave  in  sight, 
and  so  the  judge  missed  being  one  of  the 
heroes  of  Lake  Erie,  and  died  peacefully 
in  his  bed  at  the  great  age  of  eighty. 


It  is  said  that  the  monument  stands  on 
th- 
mi: 

re:  .u  wuere,  loo,  in  i^  -- 

oc»-  .am  fight  and  geii! -11 

training  ever  witnessed  in  Cleveland. 
The  company  numbered  about  fifty  rank 
and  file,  and  the  men  were  arrayed  in  all 
sorts  of  costumes,  and  armed  witli  all 
kinds  of  w<=t^Tv-»n«.  frrini  a  T»ee]«i  cbib  t*^  n 
ru-- 
un. 

a  roosters  taii.  He  gave  bis  command- 
in  a  stentorian  voice,  and  with  a  pomp 
ous  stride  in  pace  with  the  martial  music 
After  putting  his  men  through  all  sorts  o: 
evolutions,  he  bade  them  to  charge  upon 
the  enemy.     T'l  ~         '         -  ~ 

key  barrel.     Al 

over,  not  one  of   liiem  -:  to  teii 

whether  he  was  dead  or  :. 

The  Park  as  originally  laid  out  was  a 
square  plot  of  ten  acres,  but  by  the  exten- 
sion through  it  of  two  streets  it  has  been 
divided  into  four  smaller  parks,  one  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  monument,  an- 
-r  by  a  stone  oratorium  for  Fourth  of 
y  and  other  orators,  and  the  two  oth- 
ers are  ornamented  with  fountains  ami 
small  lakes,  tastefully  fringed  with  flow- 
ers and  flowering  shrubs.  It  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city, 
and  near  it  are  the  Post-oflBce  and  other 
buildings. 

Before  the  present  Post-office  was  erect- 


m 
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•r<r  «■■ 
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ed,  its  site  was  occupied  by  a  low  wooden 
building,  which  was  the  meeting-place  of 
perhaps  the  most  unique  club  existing  in 
this  couutrr.  All  may  rememl>er  the  sto- 
ly  of  '"The  Fii»st  and  Last  Dinner."  in 
which  it  is  i*elated  how  twelve  friends  of 
about  the  same  age  agi*eed  one  day.  when 
met  together  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Inn 
in  Richmond,  to  institute  an  annual  din- 
ner among  themselves,  which  each  one 
should  yearly  attend  until  he  was  removed 
by  death.  The  club  should  never  admit 
any  but  the  original  membei*s.  and  when 
one  should  die.  his  plate  should  be  laid 
and  his  vacant  chair  be  set  at  the  table  as 
if  he  were  still  with  the  remaining  eleven. 
And  this  should  go  on.  as  one  after  anoth- 
er dropped  out  of  his  place,  till  the  last 
one.  the  sole  survivor  of  the  twelve,  should 
take  his  solitaiy  seat  in  the  silent  room. 
and  with  the  eleven  empty  plates  and  va- 
cant chairs  aix)und  him.  should  quaff  his 
lonely  glass  of  wine  to  the  memory  of  his 
departed  associates.  This  weii'd  fancy  of 
a  fictitious  story-teller  has  been  rendered 
into  actual  fact  in  the  intensely  practical 
and  prosaic  city  of  Cleveland.  Thirteen 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  met 
in  1S36 — nearly  fifty  years  ago — in  that  old 
building,  and  formed  a  club,  to  include 
none  but  themselves,  and  to  go  out  of  ex- 
istence with  the  life  of  the  last  meml>er. 
There,  in  a  quaint,  old-fashioned  room,  fur- 
nished with  a  dozen  or  more  chairs  and  a 
large  round  table,  and  ornamented  with  a 
few  pictures,  an  old-fashioned  fender  and 
andirons,  and  a  huge  mantel,  on  which 
stood  a  couple  of  second-hand  bottles  do- 
ing duty  as  candlesticks,  they  came  to- 
gether week  after  week  and  year  after  year 
to  play  whist  and  chess,  discuss  important 
subjects,  and  talk  over  the  news  of  the  day. 
In  1S5S  all  of  them  were  living.  The  old 
building  was  christened  '*  The  Ark."  and 
this  name  was  transferred  to  the  club,  its 
members  being  called  "  Arkites."  When 
the  old  house  was  demolished  to  make 
room  for  the  Post-office.  Mr.  Leonard  Case, 
one  of  the  meml>ers.  deeded  I'ooms  in  Case 
Hall  for  the  free  use  of  the  club  till  its  last 
survivor  should  be  no  more.  One  of  the 
meml^ers,  an  infirm,  Tvhite-haired  man  of 
seventy-five,  not  long  ago  said  to  me.  ^th 
a  tremulous  shake  of  the  head,  "We  are 
all  old  men  now:  Mr.  Case  and  five  of 
the  rest  have  gone,  and  very  soon  the  last 
one  of  us  will  sit  here  alone." 

From  Monumental  Pai^k   the   leading 
streets  ramifv,  not  with  the  resrularitv  of 


Err>T:D  iowep.  in  wade  park. 


the  Detroit  avenues,  but  in  somewhat  the 
same  manner — branching  off  fi-oni  a  cen- 
tral hub  like  the  spokes  of  a  gigantic  half- 
wheel.  and  spreading  over  the  whole  east- 
ern part  of  the  city.  The  most  attractive 
of  these  streets  is  Euclid  Avenue,  which 
starts  diagonally  from  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  square,  runs  to  the  city  limits, 
and  for  many  miles  beyond  through  a 
most  beautiful  country.  The  portion 
nearer  the  Park  is  occupied  generally  for 
business  purposes,  and  here  are  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music,  in  which  Clara  Morris  made 
her  first  appearance  before  the  foot-lights. 
and  other  noticeable  buUdinofs.     Bevond 
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the  business  quarter  the  avenue  is  lined 
with  private  residences  of  such  elegance 
as  to  well  entitle  it  to  its  reputation  of 
being"  the  most  beautiful  street  in  the 
country.  For  a  distance  of  fully  three 
miles  it  is  finely  paved,  level  as  a  floor, 
and  bordered  by  lawns  of  velvety  soft- 
ness. ILach  house  stands  at  a  distance 
from  the  street,  and  all  have  grounds  more 
or  less  spacious,  which  are  ornamented 
with  shrubs  and  beds  of  flowers,  and  ev- 
ery here  and  there  dotted  with  stately 
trees  which  stood  there  when  the  bear 
and  the  panther  crouched  amid  their 
branches.     No  sameness  wearies  the  eve. 


surface,  and  is  being  developed  with  so 
much  taste  and  judgment  that  it  will 
eventually  Ije  the  equal  of  any  cemetery 
in  the  country. 

Abreast  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  the  city 
has  recently  converted  a  strip  of  waste 
ground  into  a  most  attractive  park,  whicli 
is  also  called  Lake  View.  It  was  an  un- 
sightly bluff,  seamed  with  gullies,  and 
covered  with  wretched  shanties:  but  the 
city  took  it  in  hand,  planted  trees,  piled  up 
rock-work,  converted  springs  into  fount- 
ains, and  ragged  gullies  into  beautiful 
ponds,  and  now  it  is  one  of  the  most  at- 


LAKE    IX    THK    CEMLTLJ.T 


for  there  is  everywhere  variety  both  in 
the  architecture  and  the  treatment  of  the 
landscape. 

Beyond  these  republican  palaces  is  an 
exquisite  private  park,  on  which  large 
sums  of  money  and  great  skill  in  land- 
scai>e  gardening  have  h>een  expended.  It 
occupies  a  deep  ravine  and  the  adjoining 
uplands,  and  is  threaded  by  walks  and 
drives  under  wide-spreading  trees,  or  amid 
a  dense  shrubbery  whose  fragrance  per- 
fumes all  the  air.  The  public-spirited  pro- 
jector of  this  park.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wade,  the 
well-known  electrician,  is  to  convey  it  to 
the  city  as  soon  as  a  few  preliminary  con- 
ditions are  fulfilled  by  the  municipality. 

Opposite  this  park,  and  overlooking  the 
lake,  is  Lake  View  Cemetery,  where  Gar- 
field's body  is  laid,  and  where  the  monu- 
ment is  to  be  erected  to  his  memory.  It 
occupies  a  tract  of  rather  more  than  three 
hundred  acres  of  beautifully  diversified 


tractive  spots  of  the  kind  to  be  found  any- 
where. Every  pleasant  evening  it  is 
crowded  with  people  who  come  here  to 
inhale  the  cool  breeze  from  the  lake,  and 
to  watch  the  white  sails  and  smoking 
steamers  as  they  come  and  go  on  the  blu<^ 
water. 

Of  the  western  portion  of  the  city,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Cuyahoga,  I  can 
speak  but  briefly.  The  part  nearest  the 
river  was  originally  the  farm  of  Lorenzo 
Carter,  and  by  his  son  was  in  1830  .sold  to 
a  company  of  speculators,  who  laid  it  out 
in  streets,  and  here  built  what  was  called 
Ohio  City.  In  1854  it  was  annexed  t*^' 
Cleveland,  and  it  now  contains  60.0CKJ  in- 
habitants. Here  is  located  a  new  city 
park,  and  the  distributing  reservoir  of  the 
Water  Department.  This  is  fed  by  a 
tunnel  five  feet  in  vertical  diameter, 
which,  sunk  ninety  feet  below  the  sur 
face,  runs  a  mile  and  a  quarter  into  the 
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'^^^^- y-    '--','       '  ^'^^^  ^o  obtain  water  free  from  the  impurities  which 

are  brought  down  by  the  river.      The  capacity  of  the 
reservoir  is  six  million  gallons,  and  the  total  length 
of  pipe  laid,  one  hundred  miles.      The  entire  cost  of  works  and  pipe,  from  the  crib  in, 
has  been  nearly  two  million  dollars. 

As  was  to  be  expected  of  pilgrims  from  Connecticut,  the  first  thought  of  the  first 
settlers  was  for  churches  and  schools  for  themselves  and  their  children.  Accordingly 
we  find  that  as  early  as  1800  they  invited  here  from  their  native  State  the  Eev.  Joseph 
Badger,  a  Congregational  missionary,  who  went  about  among  them,  and  preached  in 
the  open  air  or  in  the  settlers'  houses;  and  that  two  years  later,  Anna  Spofford,  the 
daughter  of  one  of  the  first  comers,  gathered  the  little  ones  of  the  township  into  the 
"parlor''  of  Major  Carter's  log  cabin,  and  taught  their  young  ideas  how  to  shoot  in 
the  right  direction.  This  open-air  church  has  grown  into  one  hundred  and  fifty 
sacred  edifices,  some  of  them  of  the  highest  architectural  beauty ;  and  that  one  impro- 
vised school,  into  scores  of  educational  palaces, 

where  gather  50,000  children.     And  not  content         

with  providing  the  best  system  of  instruction  for         j^.^^  v^    Tf        ^^^^^  ^  "Tl 

the  children,  the  people  of  Cleveland  have  or-         "  "    ^       ■\  ,  • 

ganized  an  "Educational  Bureau,"  managed  by 
the  first  citizens,  with  the  purpose  to  afford  in- 
struction and  entertainment  to  the  adult  work- 
ing classes  by  concerts,  lectures,  and  gratuitous 
distribution  of  small  books  on  useful  subjects. 
Ten  public  entertainments  have  been  given  each 
season  for  three  winters,  the  average  attendance 
at  which  has  been  four  thousand. 
The  total  distribution  of  books  and 
pamphlets  during  the  three  years  has  ^~ 

been  167,200,  and  the  average  cost  to 
each  member,  of  each  concert,  lecture, 
and  pamphlet,  has  been  only  three 
cents.      The  system  is  a  most  admira- 
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ble  one,  and  it  deserves  to  be  copied  in 
other  cities.  The  School  of  Applied  Sci- 
ence is  another  of  Cleveland's  educational 
features. 

Growing  naturally  out  of  the  many 
churches  of  Cleveland  are  a  liost  of  be- 
nevolent institutions  —  hospitals,  orphan 
asylums,  retreats  for  the  aged,  children's 
homes,  and  Friendly  Inns,  in  Avliich  latter 
the  poor  may  find  free  reading-rooms,  Avith 
the  best  of  papers,  magazines,  and  books; 
and  also  good  meals  and  comfortable  lodg- 
ings at  a  cost  of  merely  enough  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment. 

Cleveland  can  not  be  called  a  literary 
centre,  its  men  being  of  the  class  not  of 
writers,  but  of  workers  ;  and  yet  it  has 
been  the  home  of  several  authors  Avho 
have  achieved  distinction.  Beside  Ar- 
temus  Ward,  of  whom   I  have   spoken, 


it  was  at  one  time  the  residence  of  Will- 
iam Dean  Howells,  the  most  popular 
among  living  American  novelists.  Con- 
stance Fenimore  AVoolscn,  the  author  of 
"Anne"  and  "East  Angels,''  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  but  Cleveland  has 
been  the  home  of  her  girlhood  and  early 
womanhood.  Here  too  resides  John  Hay, 
the  wideh'  known  author  of  "Little 
Breeches"  and  "Castilian  Days.'' 

As  every  man  is  different  in  form,  fea- 
ture, and  character  from  every  other  man, 
so  in  all  these  respects  every  town  is  dif- 
ferent from  every  other  town.  In  the 
youth  of  towns  this  individuality  is  more 
marked  and  observable  than  when,  in  their 
older  years,  foreign  elements  have  blend- 
ed with  the  native,  and  they  have  become 
more  cosmopolitan.  But  even  then,  down 
at  the  root,  in  the  inner  spirit,  the  native 


^ 


DOGS  AND  THEIR  MANAGEMENT. 


585 


that  the  man  who  makes  a  dog*  his  own 
undertakes  duties  and  responsibilities 
which  he  can  not  discharge  himself  from 
except  by  performance,  and  that  can  only 
be  properly  done  by  intelligent  study  of 
the  animal's  nature  and  requirements,  and 
the  adjustment  of  his  conduct  to  these; 
and  fortunately  for  the  dog  owner,  in  this 
as  in  most  things, pleasure  waits  upon  and 
rewards  the  performance  of  duty.  Our 
duties  to  the  dog  may  be  described  as 
threefold,  and  for  convenience  of  treat- 
ment in  this  paper  I  will  so  arrange 
them. 

First,  there  are  the  physical  wants  of  the 
animal  to  be  provided  for,  from  the  time 
the  little  whining  creature  is  taken  from  its 
dam, whimperingly  protesting  against  the 
enforced  separation,  till  the  end  of  his  short 
life  comes,  and  the  question  has  to  be  de- 
cided, shall  nature  be  allowed  to  slowly 
and  painfully  close  the  scene,  or  shall  man 
in  mercy  use  his  prerogative  and  antici- 
pate the  end  ?  Heartlessness  is  often  in  a 
hurry  in  the  latter  respect,  and  is  quaint- 
ly rebuked  in  the  old  rhj^me : 

"Bowusky  Bright  was  a  sharp  little  cur; 
He  always  would  bark  if  a  mouse  did  but  stir; 
But  now  he's  grown  old,  and  no  longer  can  bark, 
He's  condemned  by  the  parson  to  be  hanged  by 
the  clerk." 

The  second  division  of  the  treatment 
refers  to  the  training  to  orderly  habits  and 
to  the  higher  education  of  the  dog.  The 
pup]3y  does  not  take  quite  so  kindly  to 
this  as  to  his  breakfast  and  the  rare  fun  of 
chasing  the  chickens,  and  if,  as  I  hope, 
some  American  boys  read  this,  they  will 
acknowledge  they  could  find  a  similar  dis- 
position not  far  from  home ;  for  if  not,  I 
shall  think  American  boys  as  objection- 
able little  prigs  as  Sandford  and  Merton. 
The  education  of  the  dog  is  a  duty  the 
owner  owes  to  himself  and  his  neighbors, 
and  is  a  remunerative  investment. 

Third  and  last,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
to  use  our  knowledge  and  our  care  to  save 
the  dog  from  the  sufferings  of  disease  as 
far  as  our  power  permits. 

The  A^ariation  in  the  number  of  pu^^pies 
in  one  litter  is  necessarily  very  great,  and 
is  accounted  for  by  the  vast  difference  in 
size  of  the  several  varieties.  Tiny  little 
toys  seldom  produce  more  than  tw^o  or 
three  at  one  time,  w^hereas  in  the  large 
breeds  over  twenty  in  a  litter  has  frequent- 
ly been  recorded;  four  to  ten,  varying 
with  the  size  of  the  breed,  may  be  taken 
as  the  average.     The  period  of  gestation 
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is  sixty-three  days,  and  that  is  important 
for  every  one  to  know  who  breeds  dogs, 
for  by  noting  the  date  when  puppies  are 
due,  much  suffering  and  probable  loss 
and  disappointment  may  be  prevented  by 
giving  the  bitch  a  little  laxative  medicine 
and  food,  and  preparing  for  her  a  comfort- 
able bed  in  some  secluded  place.  There 
should  be  no  hurry  in  feeding  the  dam, 
but,  as  soon  as  she  will  take  it,  strong  meat 
broth,  thickened  with  stale  bread,  alter- 
nately with  bread  and  lukewarm  milk  and 
a  portion  of  cooked  meat,  forms  the  most 
suitable  diet.  Some  mothers  refuse  to 
leave  their  young  for  daj^s,  but  if  after 
twenty -four  hours  she  refuses  to  be 
coaxed,  she  should  be  gently  forced  out 
for  ten  minutes'  exercise,  and  from  that 
time  forward  twice  a  day,  increasing  the 
time  of  her  absence  from  the  pups  each 
day. 

It  is  usual  to  wean  the  pups  at  about 
five  weeks,  and  that  is  done  by  the  simple 
process  of  removing  them  to  some  place 
where  the  dam  can  not  gain  access  to 
them,  and  in  many  cases  the  pups  are 
at  that  age  distributed  to  purchasers  or 
friends  who  propose  rearing  them.  When 
the  secretion  of  milk  is  profuse,  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  take  all  the  pups  away  at  once, 
for  milk  fever  may  be  produced,  or  the 
milk  ducts  may  get  dammed  up,  local  in- 
flammation follow,  and  ultimately  an 
ugly  and  troublesome  tumor  result.  In 
such  cases,  and  when  the  puppies  die,  the 
milk  should  be  drawn  off  regularly,  cool- 
ing saline  aperients  in  small  repeated 
doses  given,  and  the  external  milk  or- 
gans freely  hardened  wdth  vinegar  and 
water,  or  rubbed  three  times  a  day  with  a 
liniment  made  of  equal  parts  of  camphor- 
ated oil,  spirits  of  hartshorn  and  whiskey, 
or  other  spirits  of  equal  strength.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  mothers  get  so  ex- 
hausted by  suckling  that  very  severe  and 
sometimes  fatal  fits  attack  them.  Those 
of  such  a  constitution  should  have  their 
pups  taken  away  to  be  fed  by  hand  or  put 
to  a  foster-mother,  and  the  dam  should  be 
made  warm  and  comfortable,  kept  quiet 
for  a  few"  days,  and  frequently  fed,  the 
diet  including  a  portion  of  lean  raw  meat. 

We  will  now  suppose  that  one  of  the 
interesting  little  strangers,  having  had  his 
little  milky  blue  eyes  opened  on  the  world 
for  about  three  weeks,  finds  himself  away 
from  his  little  nest -fellows,  with  whom 
he  struggled  and  fought  with  puppyish 
growlings  to  secure  more  than  his  share 
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of  the  maternal  nourisliment.  He  whines 
and  cries  the  moment  lie  is  left  alone,  but 
hushes  and  puts  his  little  rag  of  a  tongue 
out  and  licks  you  to  beseech  kindness  the 
moment  you  caress  him  and  he  feels  the 
warmth  of  your  hand  or  body.  Suppose 
it  to  be  a  rough-coated  St.  Bernard  puppy; 
as  he  is  pulled  about  and  tumbled  over  by 
the  children  he  looks  like  a  ball  of  ani- 
mated wool,  as,  grumbling  at  the  upset, 
he  yet  toddles  back  for  a  bit  more  of  the 
rough  play,  and  so  in  a  few  weeks  or 
months  "Barnie"  is  a  party  in  all  their 
fi'olics,  playing  hide  and  seek  and  other 
romping  games  with  as  much  gusto  as 
the  children.  Meantime  the  puppy  must 
have  his  sleeping-place  appointed,  and  due 
consideration  taken  for  his  proper  and 
systematic  feeding.  To  deal  with  the 
feeding  first,  it  may  he  observed  that  long 
before  the  ]mppy  is  weaned  it  will  have 
taken  to  lapping  milk  and  other  liquids, 
and  even  to  eating  soft  food  and  trying 
its  milk-teeth  on  hard  substances. 

Tlie  puppy,  when  just  weaned,  should 
be  fed  four,  five,  or  even  six  times  a  day, 
and  from  two  months  to  four  months  of 
age,  four  times;  after  that  three  times,  to 
the  age  of  nine  to  twelve  months,  accord- 
ing to  the  breed  —  the  smaller  varieties 
reaching  maturity  soonest ;  afterthat  twice 
a  day  is  enough,  a  full  meal  being  given 
each  time,  until  maturity  is  reached.  Reg- 
ularity as  to  time  is  important  in  feeding, 
both  because  it  assists  health  and  is  a 
considerable  help  in  inculcating  orderly 
and  cleanly  habits.  Minute  calculations 
have  been  made  as  to  the  amount  of  food 
required  hj  a  dog,  with  the  result  of  con- 
flicting statements  of  opinion,  ranging 
from  one-twentieth  to  one-twelfth  of  his 
own  weight  per  day,  and  it  is  often  stated 
in  this  form — one  ounce  of  food  for  every 
pound  the  dog  weighs.  Experience  con- 
vinces me  that  in  the  matter  of  quantity 
of  food  the  scales  are  better  dispensed  with, 
using  instead  the  dog's  appetite  as  the  cor- 
rect measure;  I  therefore  always  advise 
that  a  dog  should  have  as  much  at  a  meal 
as  he  will  eat  freely,  and  that  when  he 
stops  to  turn  it  over  and  pick  out  bits  here 
and  there,  the  dish  should  be  removed. 

In  large  kennels  of  fox -hounds  the 
character  of  each  hound  is  known,  and 
the  judicious  huntsman  feeds  each  one  so 
as  to  keep  him  at  his  best  working  weight 
and  condition.  It  may  be  new  and  in- 
structive to  many  readers  to  be  introduced 
to  a  pack  of  fox-hounds  at  dinner.     Just 


before  the  opening  of  the  hunting  season, 
and  when,  of  course,  every  hound  was  in 
preparation  for  the  hard  work  of  the  win- 
ter. I  visited  the  kennels  of  the  Albrighton 
Hunt,  Shropshire,  England,  which  consist- 
ed of  fifty-six  and  a  half  couples.  After 
steady  walks  round  the  paddock,  in  lots, 
and  at  regular  intervals,  during  which 
one  after  another,  called  by  name,  came 
up  to  receive  a  needed  grooming  and  rub- 
bing along  the  lines  of  the  principal  mus- 
cles of  back,  shoulders,  and  tliighs  with 
the  hound  glove,  feeding-time  arrived. 

In  an  inclosed  court-yard,  the  flagged 
floor  of  which  was  as  clean  as  water  could 
nuike  it,  stood  grouped  in  impatient  ex- 
pectancy about  twenty- five  couples  of 
hungry  hounds;  yet  there  was  no  disor- 
der, rot  even  a  sound  except  an  occasion- 
al beseeching  note  as  a  more  than  ordina- 
rily hungry  one  snufl'ed  the  savory  mess, 
cooling  in  the  troughs  in  tlie  adjoining 
feeding-room,  bj^  the  door  of  Avhicli  the 
huntsman  now  stationed  himself.  ''Mer- 
ryman,''  "Marksman,"'  ''Mayboy,'  is  call- 
ed out,  and  not  the  crowd  that  with  be- 
seeching eyes  surround  the  master,  and 
look  longingly  through  the  half -open 
door,  enter,  but  three  hounds  make  their 
way  through  the  pack,  and  begin  to  feed 
in  earnest,  and  these  are  rapidly  joined 
by  others  as  they  are  severally  invited 
by  name  to  the  feast.  And  now  comes 
the  test  of  discipline,  the  proof  also  of  ab- 
solute obedience  to  a  superior  will.  ' '  Out, 
Marksman,"  is  called;  and  after  making 
one  final  and  hurried  plunge  to  get  a  last 
gulp  of  the  relished  dinner.  Marksman 
trots  out  to  have  his  dripping  chops  lick- 
ed by  his  hungry  fellows  who  have  not 
yet  been  bidden  to  the  feast.  And  so  the 
process  goes  on  in  perfect  order  till  all 
are  fed;  the  underfilled  ones,  scanned  by 
the  huntsman's  critical  eye,  are  sent  in 
again  for  a  second  course ;  and  presently 
all  are  ordered  to  kennel  for  rest  and  di- 
gestion. 

There  is  no  reason  why  kennels  of  non- 
sporting  dogs,  owned  for  exhibition  pur- 
poses, and  the  few  yard  and  house  dogs 
often  kept  for  protection,  ornament,  and 
pleasure,  should  not  be  under  as  complete 
control,  rendering  as  absolute  an  obedi- 
ence as  is  insisted  on  and  is  the  rule  in 
a  pack  of  hounds;  yet  such  discipline  in 
the  former  is  rareh'  seen,  and  for  no  oth- 
er reason  than  that  the  owners  or  their 
kennel  men  will  not  take  the  trouble. 

The    composition    and    quality   of   the 
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food  is  the  next  point  claiming  consid- 
eration. In  reference  to  the  first  point, 
I  tliink  it  necessaiy  to  refer  to  theories 
propounded  by  Dr.  Billings,  Y.S.,  of  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  in  two  lectures  deli\^- 
ered  in  that  cit}^  and  reproduced  with 
apparent  approval  by  that  section  of  the 
American  press  which  speciall}^  deals 
with  canine  matters.  I  have  not  the 
text  before  me,  so  can  not  quote  with 
verbal  accuracy,  but,  briefly  stated,  Dr. 
Billings,  founding  his  argument  on  the 
admitted  fact  that  the  dog  is  a  carnivo- 
rous animal,  declared  he  should  be  fed 
entirely  on  flesh,  and  even  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that  farinaceous  food  was  poison 
to  the  dog.  The  English  practice  for  cen- 
turies— from  the  time  of  that  excellent 
huntsman  and  discourser  on  dogs  and 
their  treatment,  Edmund  de  Langley,  of 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
confirmed  by  such  practical  writers  as 
Turberville  and  Gervase  Markham,  of 
the  sixteenth.  Cox,  Jacobs,  and  others,  of 
the  seventeenth,  and  all  the  masters  of 
hounds,  huntsmen,  gamekeepers,  kennel 
men,  and  every  other  person  who  has 
kept  a  dog  since — is  dead  against  Dr.  Bil- 
lings's theory,  which,  indeed,  should  rath- 
er be  named  a  ' '  crotchet. ''  For  dogs  there 
is  no  more  wholesome  food  than  the  mix- 
ed scraps  from  the  table,  consisting  of 
meat,  bones,  bread,  and  vegetables,  and 
when  there  are  more  dogs  kept  than  there 
are  bones  and  scraps  for,  the  broken  vict- 
uals should  be  taken  as  the  standard  of 
the  component  parts  of  that  which  has  to 
be  further  provided. 

In  regard  to  pet  dogs  kept  by  ladies,  the 
great  mistake  often  made  is  to  overfeed 
and  feed  too  richly.  It  is  a  mistaken  kind- 
ness to  feed  dogs  on  rich,  fat-producing 
diet;  and  to  give  sugar  and  sweet  cakes 
and  puddings  is  to  certainly  destroy  the 
powers  of  the  digestive  and  assimilative 
organs;  and  anj'thing  that  produces  ex- 
cessive fatness  will  bring  on  asthma,  to 
which  disease  pugs  and  other  short-faced 
pets  are  especially  prone.  Occasionally 
we  meet  with,  in  all  breeds,  a  dog  that  is  a 
dainty  feeder.  These  liave  to  be  coaxed  to 
eat,  a  little  at  a  time  being  given,  and  a  ton- 
ic of  iron  and  quinine  with  gentian  given 
daily  for  a  week  or  two  at  a  time. 

Kennelling  is  a  most  important  matter 
to  attend  to  in  keeping  dogs  in  a  good  state 
of  health :  and  also  from  consideration  for 
their  comfort,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  study. 
Kennels  must  be  regulated  by  tlie  num- 


ber of  dogs  to  be  kept,  but  the  same  prin- 
ciples should  regulate  the  construction, 
the  objects  to  keep  in  view  being  to  secure 
warmth  with  ventilation,  sunshine  in  the 
yard,  easy  access  to  every  part  for  cleans- 
ing purposes,  and  comfortable  dormitories. 
Tlie  sleeping  benches  should  be  of  wood, 
constructed  to  take  to  pieces  easily;  and 
the  whole  work  should  be  on  hinges,  so  as 
to  fold  and  hook  back  during  the  day, 
when  the  straw  should  be  taken  out  and 
shaken  up  so  that  the  fresh  air  may  go 
well  through  it.  The  front  should  be 
boarded,  to  prevent  the  dogs  getting  un- 
derneath the  bed.  The  flooring  should  be 
of  concrete,  or  other  hard,  non-absorbent 
materials,  that  thorough  cleanliness  may 
be  insured;  earth,  brick,  and  wooden  floors 
absorb  the  voidings,  and  soon  bring  the 
kennel  to  an  unsanitary  state,  which  no 
use  of  disinfectants  will  overcome.  Where 
a  constant  flow  of  water  through  the  ken- 
nel yard  can  be  had,  it  is  of  great  advan- 
tage, and  in  lieu  of  this  frequent  supplies 
of  fresh  water  should  be  given  and  placed 
in  the  shade,  and  so  that  the  dogs  do  not 
foul  it.  It  is  a  very  old  and  general  prac- 
tice to  place  a  piece  of  roll  sulphur  in  the 
water  for  the  purpose  of  warding  off  dis- 
temper, mange,  and  a  host  of  other  ills. 
As,  however,  sulphur  is  insoluble  in  water, 
it  has  no  effect,  and  in  fact  a  paving-stone 
would  do  as  well.  There  is,  moreover, 
this  serious  objection,  that  the  lump  of 
brimstone  often  furnishes  an  excuse  to  the 
lazy  attendant  for  not  cleaning  the  water 
dish  out,  which  is  a  most  important  thing 
to  be  done. 

The  kennels  shown  in  the  engraving  on 
page  593  are  those  of  J.Sidney  Turner,  M.D., 
Upper  Norwood,  Surrey,  England,  and  are 
used  for  some  ten  or  a  dozen  mastiffs. 
They  are  simple  in  construction,  the  dor- 
mitories backing  to  a  wall  with  a  south 
aspect,  so  that  the  dogs  get  the  benefit  of 
sunshine  and  pure  air  in  the  court-yard — 
matters  of  importance  to  all,  and  especially 
to  puppies.  The  style  of  kennel  repre- 
sented can  be  constructed  at  a  moderate 
cost,  and  made  to  suit  from  a  single  dog  up 
to  any  number.  The  old  wooden  kennel 
to  which  dogs  are  generally  chained,  and 
which  is  usually  placed  in  some  out-of- 
the-way  corner,  is  just  better  than  no  shel- 
ter at  all,  and  when  used  should  be  paint- 
ed white,  or,  still  better,  have  a  double 
roof,  to  render  it  bearably  warm  when  the 
summer  sun  beats  on  it;  and  in  severe 
winters  it  should  be  covered  with  bagging 
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rough  bone  that  they  can  not  break  up  is 
very  beneficial,  or  chicken  bones  that  they 
are  able  to  break  small  may  be  given,  as 
they  aid  digestion.  The  grooming  of  the 
larger  and  stronger,  or,  as  we  may  call 
them,  the  out-of-door  dogs,  must  be  of  a 
much  more  vigorous  character.  When  a 
dog  returns  to  the  kennel  from  his  exer- 
cise he  should  at  once  have  the  dirt  brush- 
ed off  with  what  stablemen  call  a  "dandy" 
brush,  and  if  there  is  dirt  in  the  feet,  it  is 
better  to  wash  and  carefully  dry  them,  for 
if  grit  is  left  between  the  toes  it  not  merely 
annoys  the  dog,  but  is  likely  to  set  up  local 
inflammation,  difficult  to  subdue  because 
of  constant  excitement  in  using  the  feet. 
Long-coated  dogs,  such  as  St.  Bernards 
and  collies,  ought  not  to  be  combed,  ex- 
cept where  the  hair  from  neglect  may  have 
become  matted, for  these  dogs  are  provided 
with  a  thick  under -coat  of  soft  woolly 
hair,  which  the  long  outer  hair  hides,  and 
the  comb  tears  out  this  under-jacket,  there- 
by greatly  damaging  the  utility  and  the 
beauty  of  the  coat  as  a  whole. 

Nothing  is  better  for  dressing  dogs,  rough 
or  smooth,  from  fox-terriers  up  to  mas- 
tiffs, than  a  hard  swab  of  straw  such  as 
grooms  often  use  to  rub  down  a  horse ;  aft- 
er applying'  this  with  unsparing  "elbow- 
grease,"  the  dog  may  be  x)olished  off  with 
a  hound  glove,  which  is  simply  a  flesh 
glove  of  horse-hair  or  less  harsh  material, 
the  softer  selected  to  suit  fine,  delicate- 
skinned  dogs — a  feature  in  which  dogs 
vary  very  much.  The  grooming  should 
in  all  cases  follow  the  lines  of  the  princi- 
pal muscles.  Having  carefully  wiped  the 
head  well  from  nose  to  occiput  with  a  soft 
towel,  the  harder  glove  or  swab  of  straw 
should  be  applied  steadily  along  the  mus- 
cles of  the  neck,  then  down  the  shoulders 
and  fore-legs,  next  vigorously  along  the 
muscles  of  the  back,  along  the  sides  of  the 
spine,  never  bearing  on  the  centre  of  the 
back ;  give  special  heed  to  the  muscles  con- 
necting the  ribs  and  hind-quarters,  and 
also  to  those  of  the  thighs.  In  large  dogs 
especially  the  thigh  muscles  are  apt  to  be 
weak,  partially  atrophied,  and  giving  that 
appearance  known  in  kennel  parlance  as 
"cat-hammed."  In  such  cases,  before 
used  in  conjunction  with  the  dry  rubbing, 
the  brisk  application  of  a  mixture  in  equal 
parts  of  soap  liniment  and  compound 
camphor  liniment  daily  often  proves  of 
great  benefit  in  developing  muscle.  After 
grooming,  feed ;  and  after  feeding,  let  the 
dog  rest. 


Two  more  phases  of  the  treatment  of 
dogs  remain  to  be  considered.  These  are, 
training  to  good  behavior,  and  the  preven- 
tion and  treatment  of  the  more  common 
diseases  from  which  the  dog  suffers,  and 
which  so  often  carry  him  off  at  the  most 
promising  part  of  his  life. 

Those  who  would  rear  dogs  to  be  some- 
thing more  than  mere  consumers  of  food, 
and  to  be,  as  chance  may  direct,  cleanly 
or  uncleanly,  a  nuisance  or  a  pleasure,  a 
protection  or  a  danger,  a  sagacious  and 
bold  defender  of  person  and  property  or 
an  unreliable  and  ferocious  brute — in  fact, 
useless  or  useful  for  the  various  purposes 
to  which  they  may  wish  to  apply  him — 
must  take  the  trouble  to  study  the  mental 
character  of  the  species  in  general,  and 
still  more  narrowly  the  bent  and  capacity 
of  the  individual.  It  is  a  mistaken  opin- 
ion I  have  very  often  brought  under  my 
notice — and  its  popular  adoption  is  easily 
to  be  accounted  for — that  because  certain 
breeds  have  become  noted  for  possessing 
certain  qualities  in  a  high  degree,  there- 
fore it  is  only  necessary  to  buy  a  mastiff 
to  have  a  safe  defender,  a  collie  to  pro- 
tect and  in  every  way  tend  a  flock  of 
sheep,  or  such  a  tricky  dog  as  a  poodle  to 
stand  on  his  head  or  dance  a  polka,  with- 
out trouble  being  taken  to  teach  either  of 
them  his  special  duties.  All  such  expec- 
tations are  doomed  to  disappointment,  for 
although  from  a  breed  or  a  strain  of  dogs 
which  have  been  long  used  for  certain 
work  and  instructed  and  practiced  in  it, 
and  with  the  additional  immense  advan- 
tage that  generally  only  those  that  had 
displayed  the  greatest  cleverness  are  bred 
from,  a  special  aptitude  for  that  work  is 
inherited,  and  becomes  a  secondary  in- 
stinct, which  we  see  exemplified  when  a 
young  pointer  of  good  parentage  stands 
to  game  the  first  time  he  is  taken  into 
the  field,  or  when  a  young  collie  runs 
around  a  flock  of  sheep,  whereas  a  dog 
of  another  breed  would  run  at  them,  yet 
these  dogs  will  not  become  proflcient  in 
their  duties  without  teaching.  Indeed, 
if  untrained,  it  often  happens  that  other 
habits,  natural  to  the  dog  and  representing 
a  stronger  and  primary  instinct,  will  de- 
velop, and  obliterate  the  one  we  expected 
to  grow. 

Dogs  admitted  to  breakfast  or  dining 
room  should  never  be  fed  or  given  pieces 
during  the  meal,  for  if  so  indulged  they 
become  troublesome,  and  are  apt  to  be 
specially  so  to  visitors,  for  they  are  sharp 
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enoug-h  to  know    witli  ^^ll()nl    lliev   may 
take  liberties. 

Another  fault  of  ill-mannered  dogs,  and 
pet  dogs  in  particular,  is  the  habit  many 
have  of  yelping  at  and  even  snapping  at 
strangers,  so  that  a  visitor  may  feel  much 
disposed  to  give  Floss  or  Pompey  a  kick, 
Avhen  he  with  more  politeness  than  hon- 
esty lavishes  praises  on  its  beaut3\  To 
prevent  these  annoyances  and  many  oth- 
ers caused  by  the  conduct  of  a  pet  or 
companion  dog,  one  thing  must  be  deeply 
fixed  in  the  dog's  mind,  for  it  is  the  basis 
of  all  lessons,  and  that  is  that  he  must 
at  all  times  render  at  command  prom])t 
and  absolute  obedience.  In  teaching  this 
you  may  at  the  same  time  be  giving  in- 
itiatory lessons  in  duties  he  may  have  to 
learn  when  a  little  older.  Take  the  young 
scholar  into  a  room  where  you  can  be 
alone  Avith  him  (you  will  thereby  have 
the  best  chance  of  monopolizing  his  at- 
tention) ;  place  a  cloth  or  mat  at  one  side 
of  the  room,  and  placing  him  on  it,  and 
with  menacing  hand  and  gesture,  order 
him  to  ''lie  down,"  walk  backward  to 
your  seat  at  the  other  side  of  the  room, 
still  menacing  and  repeating  your  order. 
Of  course  Master  Puppy  Avill  not  lie  still ; 
he  does  not  want  to  lie  still,  and  does  not 
yet  see  why  he  should.  He  must,  how- 
ever, be  taught;  so  with  patience  and  per- 
severance the  lesson  must  be  repeated 
time  after  time ;  but  it  is  most  important 
that  this  lesson,  or  any  other,  should  not 
be  so  prolonged  as  to  disgust  the  dog.  Go 
back  to  the  lesson  daily,  three  times  a  day 
if  you  can,  until  the  stronger  will  prevails, 
and  the  dog  will  lie  still  watching  your 
every  movement  till  you  call  him  to  you, 
and  when  that  success  has  been  reached, 
praise  him  without  stint,  and  give  up  the 
lesson  for  the  time;  but  return  to  it  again 
and  again  until  he  is  steady  and  reliable 
in  obedience  to  order. 

Now  the  lessons  of  obedience  may  be 
extended — one  at  a  time— to  such  as  "lie 
down,"  when  he  must  be  taught  to  drop 
or  crouch  wherever  he  may  be.  and 
when  he  does  not,  the  hand  must  be  used 
to  press  him  down,  always  gently  but 
firmly.  Next  give  him  something  to 
lie  by  and  take  charge  of,  and  Avhen  he 
obeys,  pay  with  praise  as  surely  as  you 
censure  disobedience.  As  soon  as,  by 
means  of  these  simple  lessons,  he  has 
mastered  the  idea  that  he  must  do  what 
he  is  told,  teaching  hira  to  carry,  to  fetch, 
to  seek  lost,  and  to  watch  over  property 


given  into  his  charge,  even  when  you  are 
absent,  together  with  much  more  I  need 
not  enumerate,  will  become  comparative- 
ly easy. 

I  will  now  very  ])rieHy  refer  to  the 
dog's  behavior  out -of -d(^ors,  and  to  the 
correction  of  a  few  practices  he  is  inclined 
to,  but  which  do  not  meet  the  approval  of 
many  masters.  I  am  presuming  the  dog 
has  been  thoroughly  taught  to  come  to 
call,  and  to  lie  down  to  order;  but  a  dog 
much  confined  is  under  a  strong  tempta- 
tion, when  first  let  out.  to  have  a  gallop 
on  his  own  account,  and  in  his  wild  career, 
barking  as  he  goes,  regardless  of  voice  or 
whistle,  frightening  old  ladies,  chasing 
cats,  or  perhaps  getting  chased  himself  by 
a  bigger  dog,  and  turned  over  and  wor- 
ried in  the  mire.  All  this  can  be  pre- 
vented by  letting  him  have  a  preliminary 
scamper,  and  if  that  is  impossible,  as  it 
often  is  in  towns,  take  him  in  leash  for 
a  time.  The  dog  that  is  vexatiously  noisy 
when  let  out  can  be  managed  by  a  little 
manoeuvre,  for  as  he  has  been  already 
taught  to  carry,  he  has  on]y  to  be  employ- 
ed in  that  way  when  first  let  out,  as  he 
manifestly  can  not  bark  with  his  mouth 
full. 

A  dog  should  not  be  allowed  to  pick 
up  and  eat  anything  in  the  street  or  at 
home  that  is  not  given  to  him,  and  that 
he  has  not  distinct  permission  to  eat.  The 
enforcement  of  such  a  rule  is  no  hardship 
on  a  well-fed  dog,  and  it  is  a  safeguard 
against  poison,  to  which  so  many  fall  vic- 
tims through  the  carelessness  or  mali- 
ciousness of  people. 

As  I  object  to  the  whip  being  used  ex- 
cept in  the  most  extreme  cases,  I  recom- 
mend marching  the  delinquent  straight 
home,  treating  him  to  a  good  douching 
and  a  term  of  solitary  confinement.  All 
dogs  are  by  nature  predaceous,  although 
in  some,  from  long  disuse,  the  instinct  ap- 
pears to  be  lost;  it  is,  however,  only  dor- 
mant; and  the  timid  toy  dog  that  would 
run  away  from  a  sheep  will  chase  and 
kill  a  chicken  or  a  young  rabbit.  Some 
breeds  are  strongly  disposed  to  worry  and 
kill  sheep  and  goats.  The  havoc  a  couple 
of  dogs  thus  disposed  (they  usually  hunt 
in  couples)  will  cause  is  terrific,  as,  like 
ravenous  wolves,  they  kill  sheep  by  the 
score,  as  though  for  the  mere  love  of 
slaughter,  as  they  can  not  devour  what 
they  kill.  The  habit,  once  established,  is 
seldom  cured,  and  such  dogs  should  be  de- 
stroved.     Even  dog-fanciers,  often  unrea- 
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soiling  and  unreasonable  men,  should  see 
this,  for  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  breed 
from  animals  that  had  so  far  reverted  to 
a  savage  state.  Often  in  sheep  and  fowl 
killing  the  young  dog  begins  in  j)lay  and 
ends  in  earnest ;  he  means  to  have  a  romp, 
but  in  the  excitement  of  the  fun  the  latent 
demon  of  destruction  is  roused,  and  he  in- 
dulges it.  There  are  many  heroic  mea- 
sures for  the  cure  of  these  habits  paraded 
with  loud  trumpetings  from  time  to  time 
in  the  sporting  papers.  The  dog.  having 
been  taught  to  come  "to  heel"  at  call  of 
voice  or  whistle,  take  hmi  repeatedly  where 
poultry,  sheep,  and  goats  are,  and  keeping- 
strict  watch  on  his  movements,  looking 
well  to  the  excitement  he  will  probably 
display,  give  the  order  "to  heel,''  and  use 
sternly  the  warning,  "ware  sheep'"  or 
"ware  fowls, "as  the  case  may  be,  as  he 
shows  a  disposition  to  give  chase.  If  the 
dog  has  previously  offended,  take  him 
through  the  flock  in  leash  a  few  times. 
impressing  on  his  memory  the  warning 
words. 

Another  bad  habit  of  some  dogs  is  to 
run  barking  and  snapx^ing  at  the  heels  of 
horses;  and  it  is  utterly  astonishing  how 
complacently  some  dog  owners  look  on 
while  their  untaught  curs  indulge  in  this 
practice,  fraught  as  it  is  with  great  dan- 
ger to  property  and  life.  Such  people 
are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  a  dog.  The 
cure  for  this  habit  will  be  evident  to  those 
who  have  read  thus  far,  and  in  this  and 
all  cases  of  bad  and  dangerous  habits  the 
incurable  dog  should  be  killed  without 
hesitation. 

Turning  now  to  a  subject  totally  differ- 
ent from  the  physical  and  mental  and, 
we  may  say,  moral  development  of  the 
animal,  we  come  face  to  face  with  another 
class  of  difficulties  that  beset  the  dog  own- 
er— the  diseases  that  give  so  much  trouble 
and  cause  so  much  loss.  It  is.  of  course, 
impossible  to  do  more  in  the  limits  of  this 
paper  than  name  a  few  of  these  ailments, 
selecting  the  most  common,  and  to  briefly 
describe  the  most  easily  recognized  symp- 
toms that  indicate  them,  and  to  hint  at 
the  methods  of  ]Drevention  and  cure. 

To  preserve  continuity,  and  also  for 
convenience,  I  will  begin  with  the  ail- 
ments of  puppies.  First,  we  have  the 
feverishness  and  fretfulness  incident  to 
teething,  and  that  lasts,  or  rather  recurs 
at  intervals  as  the  deciduous  teeth  give 
place  to  the  permanent  ones,  up  to  about 
the  ag-e  of  six  and  a  half  months,  at  which 


age  the  dog  should  have  the  whole  set  of 
X^ermanent  teeth,  of  which  articles — that 
he  knows  so  well  how  to  make  use  of — 
nature  has  allotted  him  forty -two.  It 
often  happens  that  when  the  longer  milk- 
teeth  are  being  replaced  by  the  stronger 
and  permanent  ones,  the  deciduous  ones 
do  not  give  x^lace  readily,  and  the  local 
excitement  becomes  general  and  so  great 
that  the  puj^py  has  a  fit ;  there  is  little  dan- 
ger in  these  fits,  and  a  dose  of  castor-oil 
and  such  laxative  food  as  well-boiled  bul- 
lock's liver  will  i)reveut  a  return;  it  is, 
however,  necessary,  if  both  milk-teeth 
and  the  corresponding  x)ermanent  ones 
are  showing  together,  to  extract  the  for- 
mer. Having  referred  to  fits,  it  may  be  as 
well  to  finish  the  subject,  as,  although  not 
confined  to  puppyhood,  it  is  during  that 
stage  of  life  they  are  most  common. 

TTitli  few  exceptions  fits  are  more  alarm- 
ing than  dangerous.  To  see  the  lively, 
playful  young  dog',  overflowing  with 
health  and  exuberance  of  sph'its,  in  a  mo- 
ment thrown  on  its  side  by  an  unseen 
force,  and  lying  convulsed,  the  limbs  mov- 
ing involuntarily,  the  jaws  champing-, 
and  the  mouth  filled  with  froth,  often 
tinged  with  blood  from  the  tongue  being 
lacerated,  is  certainly  alarming,  and. yet 
there  need  be  no  fear.  Nothing  more 
should  be  done  than  to  gently  place  the 
sufferer  in  a  position  in  which  he  can  not 
hurt  himself  in  his  struggles.  In  a  min- 
ute or  two  the  dog  will  probably  be  quite 
well.  But  it  sometimes  hax)pens  that  he 
recovers  his  x^hysical  powers  before  com- 
X^lete  consciousness,  and  makes  a  bolt  of 
it,  running  without  definite  object,  and 
exhibiting  a  wild  and  dazed  look.  This  is 
a  most  dangerous  time  for  the  x^oor  dog, 
for  persons  ignorant  on  the  subject  are 
much  given,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
raise  the  cry  of  "Mad dog '."  and  that  gen- 
erally means  another  canine  victim  to  ig'- 
norauce. 

It  can  not  be  too  widely  known — and 
the  humane  dog  lover  should  sxDread  the 
knowledge — that  fits,  as  usually  under- 
stood by  the  populace,  are  not  merely  not 
a  sign  of  rabies,  or  dog  madness,  but  that 
mad  dogs  are  not  subject  to  fits,  although 
they  suffer  from  recurrent  paroxysms  of 
rage,  and  become  paralyzed.  Many  a  dog 
has  been  cruelly  done  to  death  because  a 
fit  of  temporary  duration  has  been  inter- 
preted as  evidence  of  madness.  When 
the  dog  has  recovered  he  should  be  taken 
home,  a  dose  of  castor- oil  administered. 
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and,  a  few  hours  after,  bromide  of  potas- 
sium in  water,  six  grains  to  a  forty-pound 
dog.  The  cause  of  tlie  fit  should  be  in- 
vestigated, and  Avith  few  exceptions  that 
will  be  found  to  be  teething,  distemper,  or 
intestinal  worms,  and  in  the  vast  majori- 
ty of  cases  the  last. 

Distemper  is  one  of  the  diseases  incident 
to  puppyhood,  and  is  the  most  difficult  for 
the  dog  owner  to  manage,  from  the  fact 
that  it  assumes  several  very  distinct  forms, 
according  to  Avhicli  of  the  organs  is  most 
directly  and  strongly  attacked.  It  would 
be  out  of  place  here  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  subject  fully  and  in  detail.  I  will 
therefore  briefly  notice  the  more  common 
symptoms  and  phases  of  the  disease,  and 
suggest  what  I  consider  the  best  home 
treatment.  When  the  dog  is  first  seized 
he  shows  it  by  want  of  appetite  for  food, 
but  considerable  thirst,  disinclination  to 
play  or  exercise,  and  general  lassitude; 
the  eyes  are  dull,  the  nose  hot.  Tliese  fe- 
verish symptoms  are  succeeded  by  run- 
ning at  the  nose  and  eyes;  as  the  disease 
proceeds,  the  discharge  becomes  more  pu- 
rulent, the  dog  rapidly  loses  flesh,  and  is 
reduced  to  helplessness;  added  to  this  the 
bowels  are  afPected,  diarrhoea  of  a  severe 
character  often  sets  in,  and  the  dog  be- 
comes very  offensive.  In  some  cases  the 
liver  seems  to  be  the  principal  seat  of  the 
disease,  and  in  this  case  the  dog  is  gen- 
erally costive  rather  than  purged.  The 
ej'^es,  inside  of  the  ears,  and  the  skin  of  the 
thighs  and  belly  are  yellow\  When  the 
brain  is  affected,  the  fact  is  generally  indi- 
cated by  fits,  and  this  form  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous one,  for  even  if  the  dog  recovers, 
he  is  generally  left  with  chorea,  or,  in 
kennel  language,  "the  trembles."  Distem- 
per should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  treated 
as  a  catarrhal  fever,  and  my  own  plan  is 
to  give  a  mild  dose  of  purgative  medicine, 
preceded  by  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha 
wine,  and  following  these  measures  some 
such  febrifuge  medicine  as  the  following: 
chlorate  of  potash,  sixty  grains;  sweet 
spirits  of  nitre,  two  drams;  Mindererus 
spiritus  (solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia), 
two  ounces;  tincture  of  henbane,  one 
dram;  syrup  of  squills,  two  ounces;  wa- 
ter, two  ounces— mixed.  The  dose  for  a 
pointer  dog  six  months  old  is  a  table- 
spoonful  every  four  hours,  and  dogs  of 
a  different  size  and  age  in  proportion. 
When  the  dog  is  violently  purged,  the  or- 
dinary household  remedies  may  be  used, 
half  the  adult  dose  being  given  to  a  six- 


months -old  pointer.  When  fits  occur, 
shave  the  hair  from  the  back  of  the  head 
and  apply  a  strong  blister  of  vinegar  and 
mustard;  and  when  the  liver  is  afl'ected, 
as  shown  by  the  yellowness  of  the  eyes 
and  skin,  give  a  strong  purge  and  apply 
the  blister  to  the  I'ight  side. 

In  a  majority'  of  cases,  if  a  keen  watch  be 
kept  on  the  health  of  the  dog,  and  the  fever 
medicine  recommended  at  once  resorted 
to,  the  more  dangerous  comphcations  will 
be  prevented.  Far  more  than  medicine, 
good  nursing  helps  to  pull  dogs  througli 
distemper.  Keep  the  patient  warm,  in  an 
equable  temperature  not  under  sixty, 
where  there  is  plenty  of  fresh  air  without 
draught,  let  the  most  scrupulous  cleanli- 
ness be  observed,  and  support  the  strength 
with  strong  food  in  small  quantities  often 
administered. 

Dogs  suffer  mucli  from  both  external 
and  internal  parasites.  Of  tlie  former  the 
flea  is  the  most  common,  and  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  washing  the  dog  in  a  weak  de- 
coction of  quassia-wood,  made  by  boiling 
half  a  pound  in  two  gallons  of  water  for 
ten  minutes,  afterward  rinsing  the  dog 
with  pure  water.  Puppies  and  sometimes 
old  dogs  suffer  from  lice  and  ticks.  These 
disgusting-looking  creatures  cause  their 
hosts  great  annoyance ;  but  they  are  easily 
destroj^ed  by  rubbing  into  the  roots  of  the 
hair  dry  white  precipitate  (ammonia  chlo- 
ride of  mercury),  and  brushing  it  out  in 
two  hours  afterward.  There  is  no  danger 
in  using  it. 

A  still  more  troublesome  external  para- 
site is  the  mange  insect,  which  burrows  in 
the  skin,  denudes  the  dog  of  hair,  and,  by 
the  intolerable  itching  it  causes,  giv^s  him 
no  rest,  so  that  he  becomes  lean,  gaunt, 
filthy-looking,  and  an  oft'ensive  object  to 
our  senses  of  sight  and  smell.  There  are 
endless  advertised  remedies  for  this  truly 
loathsome  disease,  and  some  of  them  are 
very  good.  In  my  own  treatment  of  dogs 
afflicted  with  it  I  generally  use  a  lotion 
made  by  boiling  half  a  pound  of  quick- 
lime with  two  pounds  of  fiowers  of  sul- 
phur in  two  gallons  of  water  down  to  one 
gallon.  When  cold,  the  clear  liquid  should 
be  poured  into  vessels  and  kept  well  cork- 
ed. The  mangy  dog  being  well  rubbed 
with  it  night  and  morning  for  three  days 
will  generally  be  found  cured. 

The  internal  parasites,  which  embrace 
from  thirty  to  forty  varieties  of  worms, 
are  a  far  more  serious  evil  in  the  kennel 
than  the  external  parasites.     Those  often- 
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est  met  with  are  the  tape-worm  and  round 
worm,  and  they  are  the  source  of  many 
evils  and  the  cause  of  a  large  percentage 
of  deaths.  Some  writers,  including  those 
who  at  the  present  time  are  often  quoted 
as  authorities,  attribute  the  presence  of 
worms  to  feeding  with  cow's  milk,  and 
have  gravely  recommended  goat's  milk 
to  be  substituted,  that,  it  is  asserted,  being, 
unlike  cow's  milk,  free  from  the  ova  of 
worms.  Five  minutes'  consultation  of  the 
works  of  Dr.  Spencer  Cobbold  would  show 
these  people  that  the  theory  is  wholly  im- 
aginary, and  that  would  be  a  quicker  and 
cheaper  way  of  solving  their  difficulty  than 
experimenting  with  a  herd  of  goats  and  a 
kennel  of  puj^pies.  It  also  happens,  in  dis- 
proof of  the  above  too  popular  theory,  that 
pups  appear  to  be  born  with  worms  in 
their  intestines ;  at  least  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  at  an  age  when  they  have  had  no 
other  sustenance  than  the  milk  of  the 
dam,  of  those  that  die,  on  being  dissected, 
some  are  found  with  the  smaller  intestines 
blocked  with  coils  of  worms.  Breeders 
should  take  a  hint  from  this  fact,  and  ad- 
minister vermifuges  to  their  brood  bitches. 

The  most  ordinary  symiptoms  indicating 
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worms  are  irregularity  of  the  aj)petite  and 
also  of  action  of  the  bowels,  hot, dry  nose, 
and  harsh  standing  coat.  The  results  pro- 
duced by  these  parasites  are  various  and 
generally  serious — irritability  of  temper, 
emaciation  of  body, not  infrequent  paraly- 
sis of  hind-quarters,  and  very  often  an  an- 
noying skin  disease,  difficult  to  manage, 
which,  as  it  differs  in  its  cause  from  oth- 
er skin  diseases,  further  differs  in  not  being 
contagious.  It  may  be  as  well  to  say  here 
that  several  forms  of  skin  disease — nearly 
all  except  those  due  to  the  action  of  exter- 
nal parasites — have  their  origin  in  disturb- 
ance of  the  digestive  and  assimilative  or- 
gans, and  it  is  in  that  way  worms  are  oft- 
en the  primary  cause  of  eczema.  The  same 
result  may  of  course  follow,  worms  not  be- 
ing present,  and  in  such  cases  a  saline  purge 
of  Epsom  salt  and  an  entire  change  of  diet 
for  a  week  will  often  effect  a  cure.  If  the 
dog  has  been  chiefly  fed  on  bread  or  bis- 
cuit, give  for  a  week  little  else  than  lean 
raw  meat,  or  vice  versa.  In  the  state  of 
the  skin  referred  to  the  following  lotion 
invariably  allays  the  irritation :  pure 
crystallized  carbolic  acid,  one  and  a  half 
•drams;  glycerine,  one  and  a  half  ounces; 
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laudaninn,  two  ouncos:  carbonate  of  i)ot- 
asli,  three  drams;  water,  one  quart.  The 
skill  shoukl  be  well  wetted  with  it  twice  a 
day  or  oftener. 

Remedies  for  expelling  worms  are  le- 
gion. Every  kennel  man  and  ever\'  dog- 
breaker  has  an  infallible  cure,  which  is,  of 
course,  a  profound  secret;  but  sucli  men, 
alike  ignorant  of  diseases  and  of  drugs, 
sliould  not  be  allowed  to  ape  the  vet- 
erinarian, for  great  evil  is  often  done  by 
the  injudicious  use  of  medicines,  which  is 
not  immediately  apparent. 

One  of  the  safest  and  best  vermifuges  is 
the  Arica  nut;  but  a  sound,  lieavj'  nut 
must  be  selected,  for  unsound,  worm-eaten 
nuts  are  inert;  give  after  keeping  the  dog 
Avithout  food  for  from  six  to  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  age;  the  dose  is,  for 
young  puppies,  one  grain,  to  two  grains 
for  mature  dogs,  per  pound  weight,  up  to 
a  maximum  dose  of  two  drams  for  the 
largest  dogs. 

Another  very  troublesome  disease  is 
known  generally  as  canker  of  the  ear.  It 
is  easily  recognized  by  the  dog  pawning 
his  ear  and  violently  shaking  his  head. 
As  the  disease  proceeds,  a  dark  and  offen- 
sive exudation  from  the  meatus  is  ob- 
served, and  the  pain  and  discomfort  give 
the  dog  no  rest.  The  best  treatment  is  to 
give  a  dose  of  saline  aperient  every  third 
day  for  a  fortnight,  and  keeping  the  ear 
clean  by  bathing  freely  wath  warm  water. 
Pour  into  it  twice  a  day  a  tea-spoonful  of 
this  mixture :  Goulard's  extract  (liquor 
plumbi  subacetatis),  half  an  ounce;  olive 
oil,  two  and  a  half  ounces. 

It  was  my  intention  in  this  article  to 
consider  at  length  that  dreadful  disease 
rabies,  or  canine  madness,  but  I  have 
only  room  to  refer  to  it  in  a  few  brief  re- 
marks. 

A  mad  dog  on  the  rampage,  frothing  at 
the  mouth  and  covered  with  foam,  is  a 
creature  of  the  imagination. 

Mad  dogs  are  not  afraid  of  w^ater ;  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  disease  they  will 
plunge  their  mouths  into  water  to  cool 
the  burning  fauces.  The  term  hydro- 
phobia is  therefore  a  misnomer  applied  to 
this  disease  in  the  dog,  although  correct- 
ly describing  a  symptom  in  the  disease 
communicated  to  man  by  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog.  The  bite  of  a  healthy  dog,  even 
should  he  become  rabid  the  week  after, 
can  not  i^ossibly  produce  hj^drophobia  in 
the  person  bitten.  Nothing  but  the  virus 
of  rabies  can  communicate  the  disease  to 


man.  Seizure  with  a  fit  of  an  epileptic 
character,  convulsion  of  the  body,  kick- 
ing with  the  whole  or  some  of  the  limbs, 
champing. of  the  jaws,  and  frothing  at  the 
mouth  are  not  only  not  symptoms  of  ra- 
bies, but  may  in  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine out  of  a  thousand  cases,  if  not  in 
every  case,  be  considered  as  proof  that  the 
dog  is  not  mad.  I  have  neither  seen, 
heard  of,  nor  read  of  a  mad  dog  suffering 
from  such  a  lit  except  in  the  very  last 
stages  of  the  disease. 

The  true  and  unerring  symptoms  are: 
change  in  the  natural  disposition  and 
temper;  excitement  on  seeing  anything 
bright  and  glistening,  such  as  patent- 
leather,  polished  metal,  etc. ;  a  disposition 
to  retire  behind  dark  objects;  a  peculiar 
gleam  in  and  unsteadiness  of  the  eye;  dis 
position  to  gnaw  inedible  things,  such  as 
straw,  stones,  carpet, wood,  his  own  chain, 
etc.;  snapping  at  inuiginary  objects;  un- 
usual excitement  on  hearing  strange  or 
sudden  noises;  indiscriminate  attacks  on 
eveiy  other  dog  (in  a  usually  quiet,  well- 
behaved  dog  this  conduct  should  alone 
excite  strong  suspicion);  change  in  the 
tone  of  voice,  the  bark  becoming  harsh, 
husky,  and  hollow  in  sound. 

Even  one  of  these  sj^mptoms  should  put 
the  ow^ner  on  his  guard  and  on  the  qui 
vive  for  others,  and  a  combination  of  sev- 
eral or  all  of  them  may  be  considered  cer- 
tain evidence  of  his  madness.  The  first 
duty,  then,  is  to  isolate  the  dog,  and  keep 
him  confined,  waiting  the  development  of 
other  s^'inptoms  and  examination  by  a 
veterinary  surgeon ;  and  if  the  services  of 
the  latter  are  not  obtainable,  keep  the  pa- 
tient supplied  with  food  and  water,  and 
watch  the  progress  of  the  disease.  If  he 
howls  dismally,  persists  in  gnawing  ined- 
ible bodies,  is  seized  with  paroxysms  of 
rage,  or  becomes  paralyzed  to  any  extent, 
although  death  would  certainly  ensue 
within  twelve  days  or  so,  probably  less, 
from  the  time  the  seizure  was  first  ob- 
served, it  will  be  most  merciful  to  the  ani- 
mal to  end  his  sufi:erings  by  killing  him. 

There  is  no  known  cure  for  this  terrible 
malady,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  it  is  com- 
paratively rare.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  a 
gleam  of  sunshine  on  this  dismal  subject 
comes  to  us  from  France,  where  M.  Pas- 
teur has  been  prosecuting  researches  into 
the  nature  of  this  disease,  which  has  baf- 
fled the  learned  of  every  country  for  more 
than  two  thousand  years. 
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WITH  THE  AFGHAN  BOUNDARY  COMMISSION. 

BY  WILLIAM  SIMPSON. 


THE  present  condition  of  Central  Asia, 
as  well  as  of  the  countries  around  it, 
can  scarcely  be  understood  without  giving- 
some  account  of  the  Turkoman  raids. 
For  a  long  period  of  time  this  raiding  sys- 
tem has  gone  on,  but,  owing  to  the  out-of- 
the-way  position  of  the  region,  the  people 
of  the  West  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
what  was  taking  place.  It  is  only  lately 
that  a  few  daring  travellers  have  ventured, 
at  great  risk  to  themselves,  into  the  Dasht- 
i-Turkoman,  as  the  great  plain  of  Central 
Asia  is  called,  and  revealed  to  us  a  slight 
knowledge  of  its  present  condition.  Hav- 
ing gone  with  the  Afghan  Frontier  Com- 
mission through  Persia  to  the  banks  of 
the  Heri-Rud  and  the  Murghab,!  thus  pass- 
ed over  one  of  the  favorite  raiding  grounds, 
and  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  re- 
sults which  it  produced,  and  of  realizing 
to  a  certain  extent  the  appalling  character 
of  the  system.  The  raiding  of  the  Turko- 
mans was  essentially  a  slave-dealing  sys- 
tem, founded  on  the  assumption  of  a  right 
of  proj^erty  in  human  fLesh  and  blood. 
Men,  women,  and  children  were  carried 
off  to  Khiva  and  Bokhara,  thus  placing 
the  impassable  desert  between  them  and 


their  homes,  so  that  escape  was  all  but  im- 
possible— this  security  producing  a  corre- 
sponding value  in  the  slave  markets  of 
these  places. 

These  predatory  excursions  were  known 
as  "  chapows"  by  the  Persians,  and  as 
"alamans"  by  the  Turkomans.  The 
number  of  men  engaged  in  one  of  them 
depended  mucli  on  the  character  of  the 
leader:  if  he  had  a  previous  reputation 
for  success  in  such  expeditions,  large  num- 
bers would  flock  to  him  when  a  new  raid 
was  projected ;  at  times  as  many  as  five  or 
six  thousand  men  would  engage  in  one  of 
these  expeditions.  Horses  were  put  un- 
der a  peculiar  diet  and  training  to  fit  them 
for  the  necessary  endurance,  for  it  must  be 
understood  that  the  Turkoman's  horse 
formed  the  essential  part  of  the  raider, 
where  long  rides  and  sudden  surprises 
were  the  main  tactics  of  the  game.  As 
the  Thugs  of  India  converted  their  sys- 
tem of  murder  into  a  kind  of  worship,  so 
the  Ishans,  or  Mohammedan  mollahs, 
gave  a  religious  sanction  to  the  foray  by 
blessing  it  before  starting.  At  first  the 
"  alaman"  would  move  slowly  across  the 
desert ;  but  as  soon  as  the  Persian  frontier 
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was  passed,  it  made  k)iiLr  and  stealthy 
marches  by  unfrequented  routes,  avoid- 
ing all  larf^e  towns,  till  the  selected  dis- 
trict was  leached.  Small  parties  were  then 
detached;  these  in  the  dusk  of  the  early 
dawn  crept  under  the  cover  of  hollows  or 
risinof  ground  toward  villages,  on  which 
they  came  down  with  a  lightning  sweep, 
so  as  to  catch  the  men  or  women  at  work 
in  the  fields,  or  by  the  surprise  to  seize  the 
cattle  before  they  could  be  driven  in. 
Men,  women,  and  children,  as  well  as 
hoi-ses,  cattle,  and  sheep,  were  all  fish  to 
the  Turkomans'  net,  and  whatever  was 
taken  they  carried  otf  to  the  main  body 
of  the  alaman,  who  guarded  the  plunder 
while  the  detachmeuts  carried  on  the  work. 
If  a  village  could  be  taken,  then  every  liv- 
ing thing  in  it  became  spoil;  whatever 
the  robber's  horse  could  carry,  or  what- 
ever could  be  forced  to  move  on  its  own 
legs,  was  borne  away.  Young  girls — if 
they  were  pretty — and  children 
were  looked  upon  as  the  most 
valuable  prizes,  as  they  could  be 
sold  to  the  highest  advantage  in 
the  bazars  of  Khiva  or  Bokhara; 


If  iiot  too  much  overburdened  with  spoil, 
the  plundering  would  go  on  during  the 
return  march.  When  a  successful  expedi- 
tion had  been  made,  and  each  returned 
rich  from  robbery  and  crime,  there  was 
great  rejoicing  in  the  auls,  or  collections 
of  kibitkas,  which  form  the  villages  of 
Turkestan;  the  Ishans  again  came  forth 
and  uttered  prayers  of  thanks  to  Allah 
for  all  the  good  things  which  had  come  to 
them. 

Sir  Peter  Lum.sden  and  the  portion  of 
the  Afghan  Boundary  Commission  which 
started  from  London  had  to  pass  through 
Persia,  and  we  had  not  marched  far  from 
Tehran  when  indications  of  this  raiding 
system  began  to  appear.  The  capital  of 
Persia  is  about  GOO  miles  due  west  from 
the  frontier  on  the  Ileri-Rud,  and  the  raid- 
ers were  in  the  luibit  of  carr^'ing  their  ex- 
peditions up  to  less  than  100  miles  of  the 
seat  of  government.  To  realize  this  state 
of  things  we  have  to  picture 
to  our.selves  the  Highlanders 
regularly  coming  to  Derby, 
as  they  did  in  1745,  or  even 
nearer  to  London,  and  plun- 
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it  was  also  considered  a  lucky  stroke  when 
any  one  of  wealth  or  rank  was  caught,  a 
heavy  ransom  being  expected  for  his  re- 
lease. We  were  told  of  one  raid  in  which 
130,000  sheep, goats,  and  other  animals  had 
been  swept  away ;  this  large  number  has 
much  the  appearance  of  an  exaggeration, 
but  supposing  we  subtract  a  large  discount 
from  the  figures— say  twentj^-five  or  even 
fifty  per  cent.— the  sum  will  yet  present  a 
calamitous  loss  to  the  people  who  were  de- 
spoiled. When  the  operations  on  the 
ground  selected  were  completed,  the  ala- 
man began  its  retreat,  generally  taking 
another  route  from  that  bj'  which  it  came. 


dering  the  whole  region  as  they  came  and 
went,  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  condition  of 
Persia  up  to  the  present  day,  for  it  is  only 
a  couple  of  years  since  the  raiding  ceased. 
The  Turkomans  were  not  Avithout  daring, 
but  this  state  of  things  must  be  looked  upon 
not  so  much  as  an  illustration  of  their  char- 
acter, but  rather  as  showing  the  imbecili- 
ty of  the  Persian  government,  which  either 
permitted  such  things  to  take  place  or  con- 
nived at  them  through  its  subordinates  on 
the  frontier.  The  people  had  to  do  the 
best  they  could  to  protect  themselves. 
Villages,  through  insufficiency  of  num- 
bers, could  not  oppose  large  bands  of  well- 
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armed  marauders ;  but  strong  walls  could 
be  constructed  as  a  means  of  defense. 
Mud  is  the  building  material  in  Persia, 
and  in  a  dry  climate  it  fulfills  every  ne- 
cessary requirement;  we  found  the  village 
walls  were  made  of  this,  and  often  of 
great  thickness,  so  that  a  breach  could  not 
be  easily  made.  Through  this  there  was 
only  one  small  entrance,  so  low  that  a 
Turkoman  on  horseback  could  not  pass 
through,  which,  had  it  been  large,  he 
might  possibly  have  done  when  in  chase 
of  those  flying  for  refuge,  and  the  village 
might  have  been  taken  through  this 
means.  The  door  in  many  instances  was 
of  stone,  so  that  it  could  not  be  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  raiders  never  thought  of 
laying  siege  in  any  way  to  a  place.  They 
made  a  sudden  dash ;  if  it  failed,  they  went 
off  to  try  th^  same  process  on  the  next  vil- 
lage; hence  all  that  the  villagers  required 
was  refuge  and  safety  from  these  moment- 
ary assaults. 

We  found  a  remarkable  instance  of  a 
village  with  the  necessary  defensive  con- 
ditions on  our  route;  it  is  called  Lasgird, 
and  it  is  within  100  miles,  to  the  eastward, 
of  Tehran,  thus  illustrating  how  near  to 
the  capital  protection  was  essential.     In 


plan  the  outer  wall  was  a  circle,  this  being 
an  exceptional  feature;  its  antiquity  may 
be  presumed,  as  the  marking  out  of 
the  circular  form  is  ascribed  to  Las  or 
Last,  a  son  of  Noah — a  character  not  gen- 
erally known  to  Biblical  students — gird 
having  a  meaning  something  like  ring  or 
girdle,  being  that  which  goes  round  or  in- 
closes. This  circular  wall  may  be  abotit 
20  or  30  feet  thick,  and  it  rises  in  a  solid 
form  to  perhaps  30  or  40  feet ;  on  this  the 
houses  are  built  in  two  irregular  tiers  all 
i^ound.  Perched  at  this  height,  the  people 
were  out  of  all  danger,  while  the  only 
entrance  was  closed  by  a  massive  granite 
door  45  by  37  inches,  and  about  7  inches 
thick,  working  on  pivots,  like  the  old  stone 
doors  found  still  existing  in  the  Hauran. 
The  central  part  of  the  inclosure  was  fill- 
ed up  with  a  honey-combed  mass  of  houses 
which  were  used  for  the  storage  of  grain, 
and  for  receiving  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
etc.  The  means  of  communication  round 
this  strange  structure  was  by  a  balcony 
formed  of  projecting  trees,  rudely  trimmed, 
covered  or  interlaced  with  branches,  and 
then  laid  over  with  mud,  and  without  any 
external  protecting  railing.  On  this  dan- 
gerous and  rickety  support  we  saw  wo- 
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men,  children,  sheep,  and  goats  moving; 
about ;  tlie  f2:oats  may  have  been  quite  at 
liome,  but  what  percentage  of  children 
tumbled  down  every  year  we  did  not 
]earn :  such  accidents  seemed  to  us — stran- 
gers— as  something  inevitable  under  the 
conditions.  When  a  raid  took  place,  all 
that  could  manage  to  get  inside  were  safe; 
there  was  no  intermediate  x^osition ;  it  was 
necessary  to  be  either  in  or  out;  to  be  in- 
side was  salvation,  on  the  outside  was  de- 
struction. Where  there  were  hills  or  ris- 
ing ground  near  the  villages,  towers  were 
constructed, and  men  kept  constant  watch. 
When  the  cloud  of  dust  was  seen  in  the 
distance — a  sure  indication  of  horsemen  in 
a  dry  climate — muskets  were  fired  to  give 
warning,  beasts  were  driven  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  every  one  sought  the  protection 
of  Avails.  In  many  cases  the  fields  were 
too  distant  for  those  working  in  them  to 
have  time  to  run  to  the  village,  so  towers 
of  refuge  had  to  be  erected;  these  could 
either  be  entered  by  a  ladder,  w^hicli  was 
drawn  up  afterward,  or  by  a  narrow 
opening,  through  w^liich  it  would  have 
been  certain  destruction  for  the  i)ursuer 
to  attempt  to  follow^  The  mills  for  grind- 
ing corn  had  to  be  placed  wherever  a 
stream  of  w^ater  could  be  found,  and  I 
noticed  that  there  was  a  tower  of  refuge 
attached  to  each  of  them,  and  it  w^as  so 
placed  that  the  miller  could  run  up  into  it 
without  having  to  go  outside. 

Sucli  w^ere  the  conditions  under  which 
agriculture  had  to  be  carried  on.  Com- 
merce had  also  to  struggle  against  the 
same  difficulties.  If  the  raiders  got  in- 
formation of  a  rich  caravan  of  merchan- 
dise or  of  pilgrims  passing  between  Teh- 
ran and  Meshed,  they  lay  in  wait  for  it  at 
some  convenient  spot,  where  its  capture 
became  almost  a  certainty.  To  insure 
safety,  caravans  always  went  in  large 
numbers,  and  an  escort  w^ent  wdth  them, 
but  merchants,  mule-drivers,  pilgrims,  and 
escort  w^ere  all  impressed  with  such  terror 
of  the  Turkomans  that  their  powders  of  de- 
fense might  be  compared  to  that  of  sheep 
when  the  hungry  wolves  make  an  attack. 
A  piece  of  artillery  was  often  sent,  which, 
like  artillery  in  battle,  might  have  carried 
a  moral  power  along  with  it,  but  practi- 
cally notliing  could  have  been  more  use- 
less. Its  moral  effect  on  those  belonging 
to  the  caravan  was  that  they  looked  upon 
it  as  something  in  the  light  of  a  talisman, 
Avhich  had  the  virtue  of  counteracting  all 
the  powers  of  evil ;  if  the  cry  of  an  "  ala- 


man"  was  raised,  the  mob  of  pilgrims 
and  merchants  at  once  crowded  round  the 
gun  as  a  place  of  security,  and  su])])()sing 
the  gunners  had  retained  the  necessary 
courage  to  have  fired  it — a  most  doubtful 
supposition  under  the  circumstances — the 
effort  would  have  been  an  impossibility. 

At  regular  stations  on  the  road,  cara- 
vansaries exist  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers;  these  are  large  structures,  gen- 
erally l)uilt  of  brick,  and  with  a  strong 
door  which  could  be  secured,  and  the 
Turkomans  defied.  These  ])laces  could  re- 
ceive camels,  horses,  and  all  l^easts  of  bur- 
den, as  well  as  men  and  women  ;  they  are 
w^liat  might  be  called  the  "hotels"  of  the 
East,  and  in  the  season  w^hen  the  pilgrims 
visit  "Meshed  the  Holy"  those  on  this 
route  become  crowded  with  a  varied  mass 
of  humanity,  which  presents  a  fine  field 
of  study  to  all  who  are  interested  in  East- 
ern habits  and  customs.  The  journey 
from  Tehran  to  Meshed  occupies  the  most 
part  of  a  month,  and  in  the  days  of  Turko- 
man alamans  it  was  a  time  passed  in  con- 
stant terror  and  alarm;  but  the  desire 
among  Sheah  Mohammedans  to  visit  the 
tomb  of  the  Imam  Reza  is  so  great  that 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and  children 
yearh'  risked  all  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers of  the  route.  It  will  be  easily  under- 
stood that  commercial  operations  could 
not  flourish  under  such  opposing  influ- 
ences; the  w^onder  is  that  any  trade  could 
have  existed  under  such  an  order  of 
things.  Caravans  with  merchandise  nev- 
er ceased  to  pass;  but  business  under  such 
circumstances  must  have  been  of  a  very 
limited  kind.  We  had  on  our  w^ay  a  tan- 
gible evidence  of  the  amount  of  mei'can- 
tile  activity  which  goes  on ;  this  w^as  the 
postman  between  Tehran  and  Meshed :  he 
passed  only  once  a  w^eek  between  these 
two  places,  and  he  could  carry  all  the  cor- 
respondence, not  only  of  these  two  im- 
portant cities,  but  also  of  the  region  be- 
tween, which  is  over  500  miles — about  the 
distance  from  London  to  Aberdeen — in 
the  saddle-bags  of  the  horse  he  rode,  and 
he  never  seemed  to  be  overburdened  by 
his  load. 

The  road  we  travelled  on  eastward  from 
Tehran  is  an  ancient  one,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interest  it  presented  to  us  in 
connection  with  the  raiding  system,  it 
had  historical  associations  which  belong 
to  a  far  past  date.  From  the  earliest  times 
it  must  have  been  the  great  highway  of 
Central  Asia.    The  Dasht-i-Kuvir,  or  Great 
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Salt  Desert,  comes  close  up  to  it  on  the 
south,  and  the  Elburz  range  is  on  the 
northern  side.  The  road  passes  along  close 
to  the  base  of  the  hills,  thus  avoiding 
them ;  and  as  the  desert  on  the  other  side 
is  impassable,  this  road  is  almost  the  only 
line  of  communication  between  east  and 
west  through  Persia.  By  this  route  Al- 
exander pushed  his  conquests  to  Bactria 
and  India ;  in  the  opposite  direction  the 
hordes  of  Genghiz-Khan  brought  death 
and  devastation  westward.  Timour-Lung 
must  have  trodden  over  the  same  ground. 
At  a  later  date  the  cruel  Nadir  Shah 
marched  his  army  on  this  line  when  he 
invaded  India  and  slaughtered  the  inhab- 
itants of  Delhi.  The  road  led  to  "far 
Cathay,"  and  Marco  Polo  must  have 
made  its  acquaintance  in  his  travels.  It 
was  from  the  earliest  times  the  route  of 
commerce  as  well  as  of  conquest,  and  car- 
avans bearing  the  productions  of  India, 
China,  and  the  far  East  have  for  many 
long  ages  toiled  along  this  dusty  way. 

Meshed  is  only  about  100  miles  from 
what  used  to  be  the  Turkoman  frontier. 
It  was  rather  a  surprise  to  find  it  such  a 
large  and  important  city  in  such  near 
proximity  to  the  home  of  the  terrible 
raiders,  but,  as  already  explained,  these 
scourges  never  attacked  large  towns; 
hence  Meshed  enjoyed  a  condition  of  safe- 
ty. It  is  the  capital  of  Khorassan;  the 
Governor-General  of  that  province  resides 
there,  and  he  has  always  a  body  of  troops 
at  his  disposal.      The  great  importance  of 


Meshed  results  from  the  tomb  of  the  Imam 
Reza  being  within  its  walls.  Thousands 
of  Sheah  pilgrims  come  every  year  to  wor- 
ship at  this  shrine.  The  rich  spend  mon- 
ey, and  the  poor  are  fed  at  the  expense 
of  the  saint,  who,  although  dead  nearly 
a  thousand  years  ago,  is  enormously 
wealthy.  He  possesses  villages  and  lands 
in  every  part  of  Persia,  the  revenue  from 
which  amounts  to  a  large  sum  every  year. 

Mirza  Abdul  Wahab  Khan,  the  Govern- 
or-General of  Khorassan,  received  the  Af- 
ghan Frontier  Commission  with  much 
ceremony  on  its  arrival  at  Meshed.  The 
istikhbal,  or  procession  of  welcome,  met 
Sir  Peter  Lumsden  a  mile  or  so  outside  of 
the  city,  bringing  carriages  with  it,  in 
which  the  members  of  the  Commission 
were  driven  to  a  camp  of  magnificent 
tents  pitched  in  a  garden.  Here  the  chief 
cook  of  the  Governor-General  had  a  splen- 
did breakfast  in  readiness,  in  which  Per- 
sian pillaus  and  other  dishes  peculiar  to 
the  country  appeared  in  such  profusion 
that,  although  we  all  had  appetites  in 
good  condition  from  the  early  morning 
march,  our  powers  were  not  sufficient  for 
the  occasion,  and  dishes  had  to  be  re- 
moved untouched. 

In  the  plain  around  Meshed  there  are 
villages  with  people  living  in  them,  but 
our  first  march  eastward  brought  us  to  a 
region  where  they  had  long  ceased  to  ex- 
ist. Here  and  there  ruined  walls  and 
mounds  told  that  a  population  had  lived 
upon  the  grounds     This  had  been  so  long 
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ago  that  the  soil  had  returned  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  jangle,  and  it  was  only  by  dis- 
covering the  old  irrigation  channels — and 
time  had  left  only  the  faintest  traces  of 
tbeni  in  many  parts — that  we  felt  certain 
of  former  cultivation.  Between  Tehran 
and  Meshed  we  had  seen  the  thick  walls 
of  defense  around  each  village,  and  the 
towers  of  refuge  in  the  fields,  all  telling 
of  danger  and  of  the  precarious  condi- 
tions of  life:  men  told  us  of  the  raids. and 
many  who  had  been  made  prisoners  and 
carried  off  recounted  their  exx)eriences  to 
us.  To  the  eastward  of  Meshed,  as  we 
neared  the  once  dreaded  Turkoman  coun- 
try, the  change  was  marked :  we  found 
that  human  beings  had  long  ceased  to 
live  here,  and  the  powei-s  of  destruction 
had  been  so  great  that  a  desert  only  was 
left.  .All  the  way  to  Sarakhs,  and  from 
that  south  along  the  Heri-Rud  to  Kuhsan, 
which  is  close  to  Herat,  not  a  single  vil- 
lage is  to  be  seen.  Herat  is  two  hundred 
miles  from  Sarakhs,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  that  space  is  a  desert.  Scarcely  a  soul 
is  met  with  over  this  large  extent  of 
ground.  Once  or  twice  we  passed  shep- 
herds with  their  flocks,  but  it  is  only 
within  the  last  year  or  so  that  they  have 
ventured  where  the  danger  was  once  so 
orreat. 


Our  way  eastward  to  Sarakhs  was  along 
the  Keshef-Rud.  a  sli*eam  which  flows  into 
the  Heri-Rud  at  Pul-i-Khatun.  At  Ak 
Durbund  there  is  a  wretched  mud  fort, 
in  which  we  found  about  half  a  dozen 
scarecrows,  which  in  Persia  are  supposed 
to  be  soldiei*s.  Here  the  valley  of  the  Ke- 
shef-Rud had  become  narrow,  and  there 
were  towers  on  the  hills,  with  walls  be- 
tween them,  which  had  been  intended  to 
prevent  the  raiders  from  passing — a  pur- 
pose in  which  success  had  not  been  at- 
tained. 

After  i)assing  Ak  Durbund  we  left  the 
Keshef-Rud.  and  struck  northeast  on  the 
direct  line  to  Sarakhs;  this  soon  brought 
us  to  high  ground,  fi-om  which  we  looked 
down  on  the  Heri-Rud.  and  where  I  got 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  great  plain  of 
Central  Asia.  Having  for  some  weeks 
before  been  passing  through  the  desola- 
tion caused  by  the  inhuman  forays  of  the 
Turkomans,  every  day  bringing  us  to 
some  further  illustration  of  their  doings 
or  tale  of  their  cruelties,  here  at  last  we 
could  gaze  down  on  the  soiux?e  from  which 
they  came.  It  recalled  the  ascent  of  Ve- 
suvius after  having  seen  the  remains  of 
Pompeii  and  Herculaneum.  I  was  look- 
ing on  the  crater  from  which  torrents  of 
human    lava    had   poured   out,  carrying 
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ruin  and  death  on  their  way.  On  a  line 
eastward  were  the  low  undulations  where 
the  northern  slopes  of  the  Paropamisan 
range  sank  into  the  fiat  level  of  the  great 
Dasht-i-Turkoman,  the  line  of  which  ex- 
tended away  to  the  north  as  straight 
against  the  sky  as  the  horizon  of  the  sea. 
This  straight  line  recalled  the  theory  that 
the  plain  of  Central  Asia  had  been  at 
some  far  remote  period  the  basin  of  an 
inland  ocean,  when  this,  with  the  Caspian 
and  the  Euxine,  was  probably  but  one 
sheet  of  water.  As  we  gazed  upon  the 
scene  it  was  peaceful  enough;  not  a  liv- 
ing soul  was  to  be  seen,  for  a  desert  had 
been  produced.  While  standing  on  this 
spot  and  thinking  of  what  the  past  had 
been,  and  knowing  the  changes  which 
had  lately  occurred,  I  began  to  realize  the 
fact  that  the  present  time  is  a  turning- 
point  in  relation  to  this  portion  of  the 
earth's  surface.  A  great  and  important 
chapter  in  the  history  of  the  human  spe- 
cies had  been  closed ;  a  new  order  of  things 
was  about  to  begin.  This  part  of  Asia 
liad  become  a  den  of  thieves  and  murder- 
ers ;  it  had  become  all  but  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  world ;  civilization  had  been 
shut  out;  its  people  had  grown  to  be  a 
nation  of  Ishmaelites,  their  hand  against 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  against 
them.  Law  and  order  were  now  to  ap- 
pear; safety  for  men  and  property  would 
be  the  rule  in  the  future ;  commerce,  with 


view  as  the  ultimate  aim  of  her  extension 
into  Central  Asia,  but  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  she  deserves  the  gratitude  of 
the  whole  civilized  world.  The  occupa- 
tion of  Bokhara  and  Khiva  extinguished 
the  two  great  markets  for  the  sale  of 
slaves;  after  Geok  Tei)e  was  taken,  and 
Merv  was  held  by  the  Russians,  the  ala- 
mans  became  an  impossibility.  While 
the  raiding  system  went  on,  all  the  coun- 
tries round  were  demoralized,  so  that  any 
development  or  progress  was  out  of  the 
question  ;  but  now  they  will  have  a  chance 
of  a  settled  condition,  and  their  prosperity 
is  certain.  The  only  influence  in  that 
quarter  that  can  be  seen  at  present  as 
likely  to  disturb  the  future  is  in  the  prob- 
able schemes  of  Russia  in  relation  to  Af- 
ghanistan and  India,  and  perhaps  the  an- 
nexation of  territory  in  Persia. 

Sir  Peter  Lumsden  arrived  at  Sarakhs 
on  the  8th  of  November.  He  thus  duly 
appeared  at  the  place  of  meeting  where  the 
Russian  Commission  ought  also  to  have 
been,  according  to  the  arrangement.  We 
made  a  halt  there  of  a  couple  of  days. 
Our  camp  w^as  at  New  Sarakhs,  which  is 
on  the  Persian  frontier,  the  Heri-Rud  be- 
ing the  boundary  line.  At  the  time  of 
our  visit  the  bed  of  the  river  was  dry.  It 
is  a  peculiarity  of  many  of  the  streams 
hereabouts  that  in  places  the  water  sinks 
below  the  surface  during  the  dry  season, 
and  comes  up  again  beyond.     The  Heri- 
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all  its  train  of  what  is  new  and  progress- 
ive, would  soon  take  the  place  of  war  and 
man-stealing ;  and  better  conditions  would 
result,  not  only  for  those  who  had  suffer- 
ed, but  also  for  those  who  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  suffering. 

The  honor  of  suppressing  this  raiding 
system  and  all  its  manifold  evils  is  due  to 
Russia.     She  may  have  other  objects  in 
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Rud  disappears  about  ten  miles  above 
Sarakhs,  and  when  it  re-appears,  further 
on  to  the  north,  it  is  called  the  Tejend. 
In  the  spring,  when  the  snow  on  the 
Koh-i-Baba  begins  to  melt,  the  supply  of 
water  makes  a  continuous  stream.  Old 
Sarakhs  is  about  a  mile  or  so  from  the 
east  bank  of  the  river.  New  Sarakhs  was 
constructed  only  a  few  years  back  by  the 
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Pei-sians.  The  work  well  illustrates  the 
character  of  all  things  military  among 
that  people.  Instead  of  making  a  place 
capable  of  resisting  the  modern  means  of 
attack,  this  fortress. which  is  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  fropi  the  boundary  line, 
is  formed  of  high  mud  walls — a  primitive 
style  of  fortification  which  has  existed  in 
this  part  of  the  world  from  the  earliest 
times,  and  the  original  type  of  which  may 
be  seen  in  the  Assyrian  sculptures.  Old 
Sarakhs  had  been  occupied  by  the  Rus- 
sians only  about  four  or  five  months  be- 
fore our  arrival,  and  the  troops  were  in  a 
small  camp  formed  of  kibitkas.  General 
Komaroif.  who  is  the  head  authority  in 
the  trans-Caspian  province.had  come  on  a 
visit,  so  I  rode  over  to  ask  permission  to 
make  sketches  of  the  old  place.  The  gen- 
eral  received   me   most  graciously,  and 


which  the  Turkomans  of  to-day  live.  Tlie 
only  building  left  is  an  old  tomb,  calleil 
UgleBaba.said  tobe  thetombof  Abel.  On 
the  west  of  New  Sarakhs  there  is  a  similar 
tomb,  which  tradition  declares  to  be  that 
of  Cain.  These  are  no  doubt  connected 
with  another  tradition  that  Adam  had  his 
garden  at  Sai-aklis,  and  came  up  every 
morning  from  Serendib,  or  Ceylon,  i«> 
work  in  it.  As  the  Mohammedans  hav»' 
legendary  stories  about  Adam  with  Cey- 
lon and  Adam's  Peak  there,  this  should. 
I  think,  be  ascribed  to  them,  but  Geii 
eral  Komarotf  told  me  that  there  wei> 
a  number  of  traditions  associating  Noah 
with  Merv,  and  he  believes  in  some  earl;. 
Jewish  connection  as  the  soui-ce  froiii 
which  these  legends  originated.  These, 
with  the  Jewish  origin  of  the  Afghan^, 
and  a  number  of  similar  inquiries.  mu>L 
be  left  to  the  fu 
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sent  a  couple  of  Akhal  Teke  liorsemen  as 
my  attendants.  Colonel  Alikhanoff  was 
with  the  general.  He  most  kindly  in- 
vited me  to  pay  him  a  visit  at  Merv.  of 
which  he  is  the  Governor — an  invitation 
which  I  greatly  regret  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  accept  at  the  moment,  our  stay 
being  so  short.  All  that  remains  of  Old 
Sarakhs  is  a  large  mound,  square  in 
form,  and  covered  with  bricks.  Scattered 
around  it  are  portions  of  mud  walls,  and  a 
number  of  rude  huts  made  of  reeds,  in 


ture  investigations 
of  archaeologists. 

On  leaving  Sa- 
rakhs we  moved 
south  along  the 
western  bank  of 
the  Heri  -  Riid. 
which  brought  us 
to  Pul-i-Khatun: 
jyid  in  Persian 
means  "bridge." 
and  khatun  is 
"lady."'  It  is  sup- 
posed that  th^' 
bridge  at  this  place 
is  as  old  as  the  pe- 
riod of  Timour, 
ind  that  it  was 
built  by  one  of  the 
ladies  of  his  fami- 
ly :  it  is  construct- 
ed of  brick,  with 
six  arches,  and  al- 
though much  de- 
cayed, it  would  be 
still  serviceable  if 
the  central  arch  were  not  broken.  About 
thirty  miles  further  south  we  could  see 
the  entrance  to  the  Zulfigar  Pass  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  river;  it  is  a  grand 
gorge  among  bleak,  rocky  hills.  Zulfigar 
was  the  name  of  All's  sword;  it  means 
''the  two-edged,"  and  was  given  to  him 
by  Mohammed.  The  weapon  seems  to 
have  been  as  wonderful  as  the  "Excali- 
bur  '  of  Arthur,  for  the  pass  was  produced 
by  a  stroke  from  it.  Ali,  who  has  been 
all  but  deified  bv  the  Sheahs.  never  could 
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have  been  in  his  lifetime  further  east 
than  the  Euphrates  Valley;  still  faith 
has  created  legends  about  him  which 
extend  as  far  as  Ali  Musjid  in  the  Khy- 
ber.  Prom  Sarakhs  to  Herat  is  about 
200  miles,  and  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance is  now  a  desert;  it  is  known  as 
"the  District  of  the  350  Ruined  Vil- 
lages." As  far  as  Kulisan,  which  is 
about  sixty  miles  from  Herat,  we  found 
no  habitation,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  shepherd  here  and  there — for  they 
now  venture  over  the  ground  with 
their  flocks — we  scarcely  saw  a  human 
being  on  our  way.  This  desert  condi- 
tion has  resulted  from  the  raiding;  the 
most  of  the  ground  might  be  as  fertile 
as  the  Herat  Valley  is  celebrated  for 
being,  and  no  doubt  but  it  was  so  be- 
fore the  villages  were  destroyed  and  the 
people  exterminated. 

At  Kuhsan  we  met  the  Indian  camp 
and  that  portion  of  the   Commission 
which  had  come  with  it.      They  had, 
under  the  charge   of  Colonel  Ridge- 
way,  made  a  remarkable  march  north 
through  the  deserts  of  Beluchistan  and 
Seistan.       With  it  was  the  Survey  De- 
partment,   which    has    done    a    large 
amount  of  good  work,  and  given  us  ac- 
curate maps,  which  we  had  not  before. 
It  was  now  nearing  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, and  winter-quarters  for  the  camp 
had  to  be  thought  of.     It  was  arranged 
that  the  main  body  of  the  camp  should 
move  eastward  to  the  Murghab,  while 
Sir  Peter  Lumsden,  with  a  light  camp, 
struck  away  in  a  northeast  direction  to 
visit  Penjdeh.     This  took  us  across  the 
district  of  Badghis,  once  a  province  of 
the    old    kingdom    of   Ariana,   to    the 
Kushk,  the  principal  tributary  of  the 
Murghab.     We  descended  that  stream 
to  Ak  Tapa  and  Pul-i-Khisti,  or  "the 
bridge  of  bricks."      It  was  here  that 
the  fight  took  place  afterward  between 
the  Afghans  and  the  Russians  at  the  end 
of  March;  it  is  now  generally  spoken  of 
as  Penjdeh,  but  the  old  remains  of  that 
place  are  in  reality  about  six  miles  to  the 
south,  on  the  Murghab.     Ak  Tapa  means 
the  "  white  mound,"  from  a  large  heaped- 
up  mass  of  earth  which  is  there;  these 
mounds  are  a  peculiarity  of  the  sites  of 
old  cities  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
there   is   some   difficulty   in   determining 
their    original    purpose.       There     is    no 
doubt  but  they  are  old,  and  it  has  been 
suggested    that    they    were    the    "high 
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places"  on  which  the  Guebres  placed  their 
fire  altars.  One  theory  is  that  they  Avere 
tombs.  The  most  probable  explanation  is 
that  they  were  heaped  up  to  form  strong 
places  of  defense,  and  were  the  citadels 
of  a  primitive  period.  Scattered  round 
these  mounds  are  lower  heaps  and  ridges 
marking  the  remains  of  the  town.  The 
building  material  in  this  part  of  the  world 
was,  as  it  is  to-day,  principally  mud,  or 
sun-dried  brick,  which  is  the  same;  and 
earth  heaps  are  all  that  is  now  to  be  seen 
of  the  remains  of  cities.       There  are  no 
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ancient  temples  wliich  tell  tlieir  tales 
of  the  past,  such  as  those  which  are  to  he 
seen  in  Greece,  Eg-ypt,  or  India.  The 
structures  were  of  dust,  and  into  dust  they 
have  returned.  Ak  Tapa  was  the  largest 
of  the  mounds  which  we  saw,  and  the 
ground  round  it  is  hlled  with  fragments 
of  pottery,  showing  that  a  town  had  ex- 
isted at  some  far  hack  date.  If  the  Tapa 
was  a  defensive  work,  its  great  size  would 
show  that  the  strategic  importance  of  the 
place  had  heen  no  new  discovery  on  the 
part  of  the  Russians:  it  derives  this  im- 
portance from  the  command  it  gives  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  Murghab  Val- 
ley as  well  as  the  Kushk,  the  line  of  the 
latter  leading  straight  south  upon  Herat, 
and  forming  part  of  the  direct  road  to  that 
place  from  Merv,  From  the  absence  of 
water,  no  force  of  any  size  could  move 
south  except  upon  the  Heri-Rud  or  the 
Murghab  and  the  Kushk.  When  Rus- 
sia chooses  to  attack  Herat,  she  will  now 
be  able  to  utilize  both  lines,  and  march 
two  armies  upon  that  place. 

We  found  the  Sarik  Turkomans  in  oc- 
cupation of  the  Murghab  Valle\'  from 
near  Ak  Tapa  all  the  way  south  to  Meru- 
chak,  a  distance  of  nearly  tliirty  miles. 
Tliey  Avere  living,  not  in  houses,  but  in 
kibitkas,  Avhich  are  a  kind  of  hut  formed 
of  Avicker-work  and  pelts;  these  are  mov- 
able, and  are  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
Turkestan,  who  are  all  more  or  less  no- 
madic. The  kibitka  does  not  require  a 
central  pole  like  a  tent,  which  allow^s  of 
the  hre-place  being  in  the  middle  of  the 
structure,  and  the  smoke  escapes  b\^  a  hole 
in  the  top,  the  light  being  admitted  by  the 
same  aperture.  No  tables  or  chairs  are 
used;  all  sit  on  carpets  in  the  Oriental 
fashion,  and  the  making  of  these  carpets 
is  one  of  the  occupations  of  the  women. 
These  articles,  although  produced  by  the 
most  primitive  means,  are  of  the  most 
beautiful  kind.  The  only  thing  to  be  re- 
gretted about  them  in  the  present  day  is 
that  bright  colors  of  a  fugitive  kind  have 
found  their  way  into  Central  Asia  from 
Europe,  which  have  had  a  tendency  to  de- 
stroy the  artistic  harmony  of  design,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  deprive  them  of  the 
old  value  they  possessed  from  the  perma- 
nency of  their  dyes.  The  raiding  having 
been  now^  entirely  suppressed,  the  Sariks, 
who  had  been  as  much  given  to  that  as 
their  neighbors,  have  taken  to  agriculture, 
and  we  found  them  busy  w^ith  the  plough, 
while  groups   were  clearing  out  the  old 


irrigation  channels,  and  bringing  more 
ground  under  cultivation.  We  found  a 
village  or  two  of  them  in  the  Kushk  Val- 
ley, in  which  they  were  extending  thoir 
operations.  I  hnd  that  writers  and  sjieak- 
ers  at  home  suppose  that  the  region  is  a 
desert.  This  is  only  so  far  true  at  the  pre- 
sent daj"  from  the  land  having  been,  from 
causes  explained  in  this  article,  out  of  cul- 
tivation for  man}'  years.  It  is  important 
to  understand  that  the  country  need  not 
necessarily  be  a  desert;  in  former  times  it 
was  not  so;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  rich 
and  fruitful,  with  a  large  population. 
About  the  middle  of  the  third  century 
B.C.,  Antiochus  Theodorus,  the  grandson 
of  Seleucus,  was  called  "the  Governor  of 
the  Thousand  Cities  of  Bactria."  It  could 
not  have  been  a  desert  at  that  period ; 
Bactria  itself,  the  modern  Balkh,  now  a 
mass  of  shapeless  mounds,  was  known  as 
"the  Mother  of  Cities."  Merv  was  call- 
ed "The  Queen  of  the  World."  The  Bun- 
dahis  mentions  a  district  which  must  have 
been  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  states 
that  "  in  the  days  of  Yim  a  myriad  towns 
and  cities  were  erected  on  its  pleasant  and 
prosperous  territory.''  The  vast  quanti- 
ties of  mounds,  extending  all  the  way 
from  the  Caspian  to  the  base  of  the  Hindu- 
Kush,  attest  to  the  truth  of  the.se  historic- 
al declarations. 

There  could  not  have  been  in  the  past  a 
more  "pleasant  and  prosperous  territory" 
than  what  the  banks  of  the  Murghab  must 
have  presented.  The  Bundahis  speaks  of 
the  "  Marv  River"  as  "a  glorious  river  in 
the  East" ;  its  water  at  the  present  day  is^ 
clear  and  bright,  of  a  delicate  grayish- 
blue  tint.  It  is  a  much  longer  stream  than 
the  Heri-Rud.  Merv  is  wholly  indebted 
to  it  for  its  fertility,  and  the  river  was 
known  as  the  Mawr-i-ab,  or  water  of 
Mawr  or  Merv.  In  this  we  have  a  much 
more  probable  etymology  of  its  name  than 
that  usually  given,  which  is  explained  as 
being  from  murgh,  a  "fowl,  "and  ab,  "wa- 
ter,"this  being  evidently  amodern  Persian 
derivation.  The  valley  south  of  Ak  Tapa 
is  what  in  Scotland  would  be  called  a 
"strath";  that  is,  the  river  flows  through 
a  flat  ground  between  hills.  In  many 
places  this  level  soil  is  three  or  four  miles 
wide,  and  by  means  of  canals  the  whole 
space  can  be  cultivated.  At  Penjdeh — the 
woi'd  meaning  "  five  villages"  (this  is  mod- 
ern Persian,  the  ancient  name  being  lost) — 
the  remains  extend  for  miles,  and  are  only 
known  to  the  natives  as  "  Kona  Pendie," 
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or  old  Penjdeh.  Captain  De  Lassoe,  one 
of  the  officers  attached  to  the  English 
Commission,  discovered  an  extensive  and 
very  remarkable  group  of  caves  at  this 
place,  which  were,  in  all  probability,  at 
one  time  a  Buddhist  vihara,  or  monastery. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  such  estab- 
lishments in  Balkh,  of  which  we  have  de- 
scriptions, in  the  seventh  century;  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
existed  as  far  west  as  Persia.  Meruchak 
is  the  next  place  which  must  have  had  an 
importance  in  the  past.  It  is  on  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  river,  and  about  twenty- 
two  miles  south  of  the  present  Penjdeh. 
The  mounds  here  are  very  numerous,  and 
the  crumbling  mud  walls  belonging  to 
a  later  town  of  considerable  extent  are 
still  in  existence,  showing  that  it  must 
have  had  a  large  population  at  no  far  dis- 
tant period.  The  piers  of  a  well-built 
brick  bridge  are  still  standing,  and  close 
to  them  is  a  ford,  by  which  we  crossed  the 
river — an  operation  which,  from  the  depth 
of  the  river,  was  not  without  some  dan- 
ger. About  eleven  miles  farther  south  is 
a  place  now  known  as  Karaoul  Khaneh,  or 
the  "guard-house."  Here,  again,  the  old 
name  is  lost,  and  we  have  nothing  left 
to  identify  the  mounds  of  an  old  town 
which  exist  at  it.  From  Meruchak  to 
about  a  mile  or  so  south  of  Karaoul 
Khaneh  there  are  no  inhabitants;  owing 
to  this,  the  pheasants  have  increased  in 
great  numbers,  and  our  party  had  splen- 
did shooting,  which,  it  was  declared,  the 


best  preserves  in  England  could  not  have 
exceeded.  Another  march  brought  us  to 
Bala  Murghab,  where  we  took  up  our  win- 
ter-quarters. We  arrived  there  on  the 
12th  of  December,  and  remained  till  the 
15th  of  February,  a  little  over  two  months. 
It  was  not  till  the  2d  of  January  that  the 
severe  winter  came  on.  There  was  snow 
occasionally,  but  it  did  not  lie  long  on  the 
ground.  The  piercing  cold  blast  which 
sweeps  along  over  Turkestan  when  the 
thermometer  is  far  below  zero  is  called 
"the  cimeter  of  Central  Asia" — a  name 
suggestive  of  a  cutting  wind. 

The  camp  was  moved  to  a  place  called 
Gulran,  which  was  nearer  to  the  Heri-Rud, 
and  not  so  distant  from  Meshed  and  Herat, 
from  which  places  supplies  were  drawn. 
As  it  appeared  that  everything  connected 
with  the  boundary  was  uncertain,  and 
the  coming  of  the  Russian  Commissioners 
seemed  as  far  off  as  ever,  I  determined  to  re- 
turn home ;  so  toward  the  end  of  February 
I  recrossed  the  Heri-Rud,  and  came  back  by 
way  of  Meshed  and  Shahrud  to  Astrabad. 
At  Bunder  Gez,  the  port  of  Astrabad  on 
the  Caspian,  there  is  a  line  of  steamers, 
which  brought  me  to  Baku,  and  there  I 
was  again  on  the  route  by  which  our  par- 
ty travelled  on  the  outward  journey  in 
September.  The  Caspian  and  the  Black 
seas  are  connected  by  the  railway  from 
Batoum  to  Baku;  from  Batoum  steamers 
run  to  Odessa.  By  this  line  of  communi- 
cation I  returned  to  Europe,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  about  eight  months. 
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A   ROSE  OF  JERICHO. 

BY  FRANCES  L.  MACE. 

'•  T^""HY  do  you  take  my  garden  rose, 

▼  \     Still  fresh  and  frlowing.  from  the  vase, 

And  give  a  dry  and  withered  stalk 
My  favorite's  dewy  place  f 

"Lady,""  he  said,  "there  came  a  day 
When  far  across  the  hiirning  plain 

Slow  crept,  as  hour  by  hour  went  by, 
A  winding  camel  train. 

"And  none  in  all  that  wandering  band 
Who  souglit  Avith  me  tlie  Orient's  shrine 

Concealed  beneath  the  pilgrim's  g-aib 
So  sad  a  heart  as  mine. 

"But  while  with  mournful  thoughts  I  mused, 
Light  blown,  as  if  from  fairy  bower. 

Came  fluttering  o'er  the  yellow  sand 
To  me  this  magic  flower. 

*'I  knew  its  folded  petals  hid 

The  breath  and  bloom  of  other  days. 

And  that  some  happier  hour  might  give 
Its  beauty  to  my  gaze. 

"Through  all  the  paths  of  Palestine, 
And  wide  across  the  stormy  sea, 

My  cherished  rose  of  Jericho 
I  brought  to  home  and  thee. 

••And  now  the  secret  of  my  soul 

I  to  the  wizard  rose  have  told. 
And  if  to-morrow's  light  shall  see 

Its  dusty  scroll  unrolled, 

'•If  life  and  bloom  and  odor  come 
Again  as  from  a  grave  set  free. 

The  rose  of  Jericho  will  tell 
That  secret  wish  to  thee."' 

The  morning  beams;  the  lady  steps, 
Expectant,  to  her  garden  bower; 

Behold,  the  withered  stem  upholds 
A  rare,  mysterious  flower  I 

A  subtle  odor  steals  abroad; 

The  petals  gleam  with  golden  hue: 
It  is  as  if  the  wanderer's  heart 

Had  opened  to  her  view. 

A  step  draws  near;  there  is  no  need 
For  words  to  tell  what  roses  know; 

To  utter  love's  own  speech  has  flowered 
The  rose  of  Jericho. 


CAPE  BRETON  FOLK. 


BY  C.  li.  FARNHAM. 


T  is  worth  while  to  visit 
a  civilized  people  that 
still  grinds  grain  by 
hand  between  two 
stones;  for  doubtless 
we  may  find  among 
them  bread  of  the 
primeval  flavor,  and 
men  and  women  that  are  racy  and  strong. 
I  set  out  for  Cape  Breton  to  see  such  a 
people.  We  are  so  full  of  steam  and  elec- 
tricity that  a  deal  of  fizz  and  flash  blinds 
us  to  the  charms  of  simple  things.  As  I 
sped  along  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
from  Quebec  past  the  watering-places  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
the  Matapediac,  the  Restigouche,  the  Bay 
of  Chaleurs,  and  across  New  Brunswick, 
I  kept  wondering  whether  I  could  really 
enjoy  a  patriarchal  sincerity  in  life,  and  I 
was  eager  to  reach  the  place  where  I  might 
test  my  honesty  and  sympathy.  At  last 
I  arrived  at  Port  Mulgrave,  and  beheld 
Cape  Breton  Island  across  the  Strait  of 
Canso.  Our  two  canoes  were  soon  taken 
fi'om  the  train  and  launched  on  those 
Eastern  waters,  and  we  paddled  away  down 
the  strait. 

The  map  showed  us  that  Cape  Breton 
is  a  triangular  island  at  the  eastern  end 
of  Nova  Scotia,  about  115  miles  long  and 
90  wide.  The  southern  and  central  por- 
tions, comparatively  low  and  undulating, 
are  cut  up  by  numerous  bays,  channels, 
and  lakes  of  ocean  water;  the  northern 
part  is  a  peninsula,  presenting  a  plateau 
from  500  to  1000  feet  high,  some  ranges 
of  hills  on  top  of  this,  numerous  streams 
cutting  deep  gorges,  and  bold  picturesque 


shores  along  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  As  a  rule  the  hill-tops 
and  highlands  are  covered  with  forest, 
and  the  sloping  shores  at  the  water  edge 
of  the  sea  and  the  lakes  are  occupied  by 
a  strip  of  farms.  The  island  is  divided 
into  two  portions  by  its  interior  waters 
and  a  canal  at  St.  Peter's  giving  access 
to  the  Bras  d'Or  lakes. 

To  get  at  once  at  the  heart  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  pushed  on  down  the  winding 
strait,  a  mile  or  two  wide,  with  hilly 
shores  sloping  down  to  the  water,  and 
threaded  our  way  through  the  canal  at 
St.  Peter's.  Bras  d'Or  lakes  won  our  ad- 
miration at  once.  We  followed  at  first 
a  narrow  winding  channel  about  wooded 
islands  and  between  hilly  shores.  They 
are  like  mountain  lakes,  and  yet  the  wa- 
ter is  salt,  and  so  deep  (from  200  to  500 
feet)  that  ships  and  great  black  ocean 
steamers  thread  their  way  through  the 
forest.  The  sea  lies  at  rest  in  the  Bras 
d'Or  ;  neither  tide  nor  surf  disturbs  his 
sleep;  only  a  strong  wind  can  rouse  him 
there  to  a  suggestion  of  his  boisterous 
life  beyond  the  encircling  wall  of  hills. 
Once  a  whale  came  in  and  lost  his  way, 
and  a  man  soon  captured  the  monster  of 
the  deep  far  inland  among  the  hills. 
Great  Bras  d'Or  Lake,  with  the  West  and 
the  East  bays,  is  about  40  miles  long  by  20 
broad. 

The  cultivated  shores  of  this  warm  sun- 
ny basin  in  a  Northern  sea  present  very 
graceful  lines  in  sloping  upward  from  the 
blue  sea  to  the  forest  crowning  the  mount- 
ains, and  the  common  houses  and  irregu- 
lar fields  are  graced  with  many  scattered 
trees  and  groves. 

We  felt  everywhere  the  charm  of  an 
unusual  beauty  in  these  quiet  scenes  as  we 
paddled  in  and  out  of  bays  and  coves  and 
channels  innumerable.  Now  and  then 
we  got  a  glimpse  of  some  of  the  people, 
but  we  kept  on  our  journey  to  complete 
our  geography  before  entering  the  social 
world  of  Cape  Breton.  After  some  daj's 
of  canoeing  we  boarded  at  Baddeck  the 
comfortable  steamboat  Marion^  to  take  a 
hasty  run  to  Sj'dney.  The  route  Avas 
down  the  Great  Bras  d'Or,  one  of  the  in- 
lets letting  the  sea  into  the  lakes.  Hills 
steep  and  high  form  a  long,  narrow  pas- 
sage like  a  river;  woods  generally  cover 
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tlie  slopes,  but  liere  and  there  liouses 
and  irregular  fields  and  snow-white  cliffs 
break  out  of  the  dark  foliage.  When  we 
sailed  out  on  to  the  Atlantic,  our  northern 
horizon  was  the  parapet  of  the  high  pla- 
teau of  Cape  Breton,  Cape  Smoky,  and 
other  lofty  heads  along  the  shore,  ranging 
otf  toward  Cape  North.  Sydney  present- 
ed some  fine  views  of  a  large  and  excellent 
harbor,  dotted  with  shipping;  along  the 
shores  are  villages  struggling  with  domi- 
neering coal  docks  and  volumes  of  smoke 
from  the  coal  mines,  and  the  two  towns  of- 
fer some  quaint  sights  in  their  streets.  But 
these  more  commonplace  and  conunercial 
features  of  Cape  Breton  were  not  the  ob- 
ject of  my  visit,  so  we  returned  with  the 
steamboat  to  Baddeck.  and  prepared  for 
our  journey  among  the  homes  of  the  i)eo- 
ple. 

Our  plan  was  to  walk  along  the  Atlan- 
tic shore,  by  St.  Ann's  Bay.  over  Cape 
Smoky  to  Ingonish,  and  on  to  Cape  North  ; 
thence  to  return  along  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  shore  by  way  of  Cheticamp, 
Margaree,  and  Lake  Ainslie.  This  walk 
of  about  two  hundred  miles  would  take 
us  through  some  of  the  most  secluded  as 
well  as  the  most  populous  settlements  of 
the  peasantry.  We  carried  in  our  knap- 
.sacks  a  photograpliic  camera  and  a  little 
provision  for  luncheons  in  the  wild  re- 
gions. 

On  issuing  from  the  woods  at  the  head 
of  St.  Ann's  Bay  we  saw  before  us  a  long 
stretch  of  the  first  part  of  our  walk.  The 
bay  begins  with  a  pretty  complication  of 
the  blue  sea  with  points,  coves,  and  white 
plaster  cliffs  among  trees.  Before  it  wid- 
ens to  the  ocean  it  runs  on  in  a  long  nar- 
row harbor  between  two  walls  of  hills  di- 
versified with  forests,  fertile  slopes,  and 
rugged  cliflPs;  on  the  left  hand  the  wall 
ends  in  a  bold  headland,  Cape  Smoky, 
rising  from  the  distant  sea-line;  on  the 
right  the  ridge  ends  in  a  low  point,  set  off 
with  the  hamlet  of  English  Town  and  a 
snow-white  light-house  relieved  against 
the  deep  blue  sea.  The  region  was  fii'st 
occupied  by  the  French,  who  built  some 
fortifications  at  English.  Town  to  protect 
their  fisheries.  When  the  island  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  English,  the  place 
was  abandoned. 

By  sundown  we  reached  the  neighbor- 
hood of  English  Town,  and  began  to  inquire 
for  lodgings.  Many  a  time  the  people  of 
Cape  Breton  boasted  to  me  of  their  hos- 
pitality.    ''Your  people  were  very  kind," 


I  said  to  a  good  man  in  Baddeck.  "  Oh, 
ay,  sir;  I'm  sure,"  said  he.  in  perfect  con- 
fidence; "we  all  are  that."  The  tramp 
of  the  fii*st  day,  with  our  heavy  packs,  had 
made  us  tired,  and  so  I  was  interested  in 
our  first  a]>}iroach  to  these  farmers'  hearts. 
At  the  first  house  the  woman  Siiid  she  was 
not  able  to  receive  us :  at  the  second  house, 
she  was  unprepared;  at  the  third,  she  re 
plied  to  us  in  Gaelic,  and  motioned  us  on 
our  way.  "Well,  White,  the  fence-corner, 
at  any  rate,  will  not  cast  us  out."  And 
we  discussed  the  merits  of  new-mown  hay 
for  a  bed  under  the  trees.  At  the  fourth 
and  fifth  houses  Gaelic  was  given  us  in- 
.stead  of  bread,  and  we  went  off  gleeful,  if 
hungry,  at  having  so  good  a  story  to  tell 
of  Cape  Breton  hospitality.  But  just  at 
dusk  a  hay-maker,  with  his  scythe  over  his 
shoulder,  met  us.  and  showed  us  to  a  hos- 
pitable house.  The  wife  .soon  busied  her- 
self with  our  supper,  and  we  passed  a  so- 
cial evening  to  make  amends  for  our 
many  rebuffs.  The  house  was  a  good  ex- 
ample of  these  Cape  Breton  homes,  having 
four  or  five  rooms,  with  clean  floors  and 
bare  walls.  Here  and  there  laj^  a  thick 
mat  made  of  strips  of  rags  hooked  uj) 
through  burlaps — transmogrified  roses  in 
rare  raw  colors.  Order  and  neatness  pre- 
vailed; but  the  drearine.ss  that  generally 
is  felt  in  even  the  homes  of  the  better 
class  is  quite  oppressive  in  these  peasant 
houses.  There  is  nothing  picturesque  to 
lend  a  charm  to  simplicity.  It  was  before 
supper  that  we  noted  this  barrenness;  aft- 
erward Ave  felt  the  house  to  be  somnolent 
rather  than  irritating. 

As  we  strode  away  down  the  road  again 
in  the  bright  morning  the  air  was  clear 
and  bracing,  the  birds  sang,  the  mowers 
went  afield,  and  the  bay  was  rippled  by 
breezes  whisking  down  over  the  mount- 
ain-tops. The  old  feriwman  in  taking 
us  across  the  bay  had  more  than  his  hands 
full  to  discover  our  errand  thus  on  foot, 
and  likely  so  far  from  home.  As  we  land- 
ed near  the  light-house  he  called  out: 
"Ye're  mineral  men;  I  know  ye;  so  y^ 
may  turn  to  the  left  hand  up  there  by  yon 
hill,  and  go  down  to  the  silver  mines  of 
St.  Ann  if  ye  like."  We  thanked  him 
for  a  profession  we  had  not  before  possess- 
ed. The  road  first  leads  for  three  or  four 
miles  along  a  very  narrow  spit  of  gravel 
that  almost  divides  the  bay  by  crossing 
nearly  to  English  Town ;  then  it  runs  on 
toward  distant  Cape  Smoky,  through  the 
belt  of  farms  sloping  down  from  the  for- 
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inhabitants,  of  which  I  can  mention  only 
the  man  and  Avife  with  nine  small  chil- 
dren, three  dog-s,  a  hen,  and  a  pet  pig*. 
It  was  a  shadowy  little  place,  with  a  cav- 
ernous stone  chimney,  picturesque  with 
pots  and  kettles  hanging-  from  a  crane. 
The  few  dishes  gleamed  out  of  the  dim- 
ness of  a  corner  cupboard,  and  the  table 
and  chairs  were  unmistakably  home- 
made. The  woman  had  been  in  the  hay 
field  all  day,  but  she  cheerfully  cooked 
our  supper,  and  gave  us  the  bed  usually 


est-covered  hills  to  the  beach.  The 
bay  loses  itself  in  the  wide  Atlantic 
past  Bird  Rocks ;  fishing-boats  in  the 
offing-  rose  and  fell  on  the  ground- 
swell,  surf  boomed  on  the  beach  of 
l^ebbles,  and  the  salt  sea  air  blew 
upon  us. 

By  noon-time  we  happened  to  meet 
two  boys  picking  up  shells ;  they  said 
the  shells  were  for  burning-  to  get 
lime  for  mending-  the  chimney-cor- 
ner.    They  invited  us  home  to  din- 
ner, but  we  went  on.     Then  came  a 
troop  of  men  and  women  from  their 
hay  field ;  none  of  them  spoke  to  us 
at  first,  but  after  we  had  addressed 
them  a  few  words,  the  father  among 
them  became  more  sociable,  and  he 
also  asked  us  to  dine.     Still  another 
g-roup  gave  us  an  invitation,  and  at 
last  w^e  accepted  it.      Here  was  our 
first  evidence  of  the  Cape  Breton  hos- 
pitality we  had  missed  the  previous 
evening;   here  people  came  seeking 
on  the  highway  who  might  devour. 
The  men  sat  down  first,  and  the  wo- 
men  served  us   with  bannocks   and 
sour  milk,  potatoes   and  boiled  salt 
mackerel,  bread  and  butter.      It  was 
one  of  the  best  meals  of  our  trip ;  for 
nine  times  out  of  ten  we  were  given 
only  the  staple  articles  of  diet — bread, 
butter,  and  bitter  tea.      The   people 
spoke  Gaelic  to  one  another,  and  we 
got  no  hint  of  their  talk;  but  the  quiet 
and  kindly  spirit  of  the  family  sufficed  to 
put  us  at  ease.     After  dinner  we  dragged 
wearily  onward,  still  toward  Smoky,  un- 
til at  sundown  we  gladly  entered  a  poor 
man's  hut  for  the  night.      It  was  full  of 
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occupied  by  the  children.  The  poor  are 
always  friendly  with  nature;  the  little 
pig'  regarded  himself  as  one  of  the  family ; 
and  whenever  the  woman  went  to  get 
some  milk  from  the  pan  kept  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cupboard,  there  was  a  race 
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between  her.  the  pijr  squealin«>',  and  the 
lien  with  eager  neck:  the  woman  gen- 
erally reached  the  door  fii-st.  and  then, 
with  much  shulfling.  just  managed  to 
fence  the  others  out  witli  her  legs,  while 
they  b<^b])ed  in  and  out  under  her  skirts. 
From  this" excitement  the  \ng  would  walk 
over  to  the  hearth,  and  such  was  the 
comfort  he  took  in  the  warmth  of  the  tire 
that  he  would  doze  before  he  had  time  to 
lie  down,  and  thus  frequently  fell  asleep 
supported  awhile  on  four  legs  and  liis 
nose.  I  noted  his  habits,  because  the  pig 
is  sometimes  a  member  of  tlie  household 
here  in  regard  to  l)ed  and  board.  A  minis- 
ter at  a  wedding  remained  all  night,  and 
■svas  given  a  low  cot  bed  in  the  living- 
room.  In  the  night  he  was  startled  at 
finding  .some  one  getting  into  liis  bed. 
and  soon  felt  it  to  be  the  i)ig  nestling 
down  against  liis  back.  He  tried  to  di-ive 
it  out.  but  the  outraged  animal  would  not 
go.  The  uoi.se  of  the  light  brought  the 
householder,  and  he  explained  that  it  was 
the  habit  of  the  pig  to  come  into  bed  with 
them  on  cokl  nights,  and  assured  the 
reverend  gentleman  that  it  would  do  no 
harm. 

We  now  began  to  be  toughened  by  our 
walking:  the  fatigue  was  less  irksome, 
and  the  distances  were  passed  over  with 
fewer  speculations  and  inquiries.  We 
reached  at  last  the  summit  of  Ca])e  Smoky, 
the  barrier  that  for  two  days  had  fenced 
us  oft'  from  the  northward.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  overlook  now  our  route  away 
back  to  St.  Ann,  along  the  strip  of  farms 
under  the  long  Avail  of  forest-topped  hills, 
at  the  lower  shore  toward  Sydney,  and 
over  the  wide  expanse  of  the  ocean  dot- 
ted with  sail  and  fishing  boats.  We  cook- 
ed our  luncheon  in  the  shade  of  a  bridge 
on  top  of  the  mountain  :  and  the  road  was 
so  unfrequented  that  not  a  soul  passed  to 
take  fright,  flee  to  the  valley,  and  report 
uncanny  spirits  haunting  the  gorge. 

The  foliage  in  that  balmy,  moist  cli- 
mate is  luxuriant ;  the  trees  on  a  hill-side 
stand  relieved  one  against  another  as  solid 
forms.  Under  this  rich  canopy  of  verdure 
the  streams  coming  down  from  the  high 
plateau  of  the  island  have  worn  deep, 
winding,  narrow  gorges.  Here  and  there 
an  opening  lets  the  sunlight  pour  its  lus- 
tre into  a  tiny  glade  carpeted  with  grass 
under  noble  trees;  but  soon  the  gorge  re- 
covers its  shadowy  mysteries,  ferns,  moss, 
lichen-covered  logs  and  rocks,  and  the 
laufrhing    brook    drowning    the    fainter 


voices  of  the  woodland.  When  in  the 
autumn  I  loitered  through  any  one  of 
these  glens,  gorgeous  with  October  colors 
above  the  pools  and  the  dank,  sombre 
nooks,  it  seemed  like  a  long  elysian  bower 
filled  with  a  golden  mist.  We  walked 
that  afternoon  over  Cape  Smoky  and 
down  such  a  glen  to  Ingimish,  silent  and 
sjitisfied,  while  one  picture  after  another 
led  the  fancy  riot  in  sylvan  dreams. 

A  cold  northeaster,  w^itli  rain,  met  us  at 
Ingonish,  with  great  clouds  of  mist  roll- 
ing in  from  the  Atlantic.  The  bay  lies 
within  an  am))hitheatre  of  high  rugged 
hills:  at  one  end  of  them  is  the  noble 
l)r<)montory  Cape  Smoky,  1100  feet  high. 
A  long,  narrow,  jagged  point  of  rocks, 
Middle  Head,  divides  the  bay  into  two 
parts,  and  a  long  bar  of  gravel  crossing 
this  point  forms  a  natural  breakwater, 
and  makes  a  jiond  of  North  Bay  and  a 
good  harbor  of  S(Mith  Bay.  The  mi.sts 
rolling  about  set  off  well  these  bold  hills 
and  rocks,  and  the  intricate  forms  of  bays 
and  ponds;  but  they  added  little  to  the 
comfort  of  tourists.  We  watched  for  a 
while  the  life  on  the  wharves  and  schoon- 
ers, in  the  stores,  at  the  fishing  establish- 
ments, and  then  began  hunting  a  i)lace 
for  shelter.  Cape  Breton  hospitality  seems 
to  be  in  strata.  At  one  of  these  bays  we 
met  the  generous  streak;  we  were  taken 
even  to  a  party,  where  reels  and  jigs  helped 
to  pass  the  night.  During  the  festivities 
the  host's  gate  was  most  effectually  broken 
up  by  his  nephew  in  revenge  for  not  being 
invited:  and  the  rest  of  the  night  was 
passed  by  the  old  man  in  hunting  the 
])ieces  and  the  nephew,  and  im])loring 
blessings  on  his  head.  At  the  other  bay 
Ave  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  shelter 
on  any  terms.  We  addressed  ourselves 
first  to  a  man  who  keeps  the  only  hotel  in 
the  place.  "What  are  ye? — blacklegs?'' 
*'Well,  I  don't  know.  We  look  like 
them,  don't  we?"  "Faith,  ye  do."  He 
sent  a  lad  to  interview  the  wife.  Avho  man- 
ages the  estate:  she  was  in  ill  humor,  and 
so  the  public-house  Avas  closed  that  day. 
Finally,  after  inquiring  through  the  set- 
tlement, AA^e  found  the  good  A^ein  again, 
away  down  at  the  end  of  the  point,  just 
Avhere  Ave  expected  it  to  disappear  under 
the  Atlantic.  The  tedium  of  a  raiuA^  day 
Avas  relicA^ed  by  moping  about  the  rnins 
of  the  place — traces  of  cellars,  chimneys, 
and  a  battery  or  tAA'o — and  in  gleaning  a 
feAV  facts  from  a  history  of  Cape  Breton. 

The  civilization  of  Cape  Breton  seems 
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to  havo  boen  ros^^rved  for  IIk;  ScoismaT). 
The  Spanisli,  Portu^uoso,  Basquf^s,  Pi-c^i- 
ons,  and  Norrnaris,  wlio  have  visited  the 
island  to  obtain  fish  and  fur,  made  no  col- 
onies. Even  the  French,  holding-  the  isl- 
and for  over  a  century,  did  nothing  but 
estahlisl)  fishing  villages  at  Arichat,  Si. 
Peter's,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  Ingonish,  andhuiid 
the  costly  fortress  at  TiOuisburg  to  pro- 
tect them.  Ingonish  is  said  to  liavci  li^id 
at  that  time  a  poy>uJation  of  4000  souls. 
But  although  they  did  nothing  to  devel- 
op t]](i  agriculture  of  Cape  Breton,  the 
French  attaclied  great  importance  to  it  jjs 
a  nursery  for  drilling  hardy  seamcin. 

When  they  lost  tlie  island,  they  of>i;iin- 
ed  wliat  corrsolation  they  could  in  pos 
sessions  on  the  const  of  Newfoundland, 
where  they  maintain  to  this  day  a  large 
fleet  of  cod-fish(irs.  The  English  in  taki ng 
possession  of  Cape  I^reton  seem  to  have 
-con ti n uf;d  tlie  Fren ch  policy.  For  t wenty 
odd  years  after  the  conquest  the  govern- 
ment  refusefl    to   lirant   lands  to  setth;rs, 


one  of  tlie  motives  b(jing  to  k(;ep  those 
<;oasts  as  a  nui'S(jry  for  seam(;n,  and  there- 
fore to  nt,vor  fishing  arid  discourage  agri- 
culture. Even  as  late  as  1800  there  were 
only  a  thousand  or  two  of  population, 
chififly  coal  rn incurs  .M,nd  fishfjrrnen. 

A  l>out  I,1k'  Ix'gitining  of  tliis  r(;niury  llie 
advantagr^s  these  colorjies  offerfid  to  set- 
tlers were;  mu<;}i  discussed  in  Scotland;  for 
nijuiy  of  Hh'-  t<-nantry  tiiere  were  com- 
pelled by  the  landlords  to  emigrate. 
''Many  of  the  Highland  chieftains,  who 
had  discovered  that  the  raising  of  cattle 
and  sheej)  afforded  greater  profits  tlian  the 
letting  of  their  lands  to  miseraljle  tenants, 
wen;  dispossessing  the  latter  of  their  farms 
and  holdings."'  The  peasants  saw  "their 
houses  unroofed  before  their  eyes,  and 
they  were  made  to  go  on  board  a  ship 
bound  for  Canada."  Some  of  the  young 
in(;n  were  glad  to  visit  new  scenes,  but  the 
most  of  the  j)easantry  left  their  country 
with  the  most  bitter  regret.  The  first  shi]) 
loaded   with   emigrants    for  Cap(;   Breton 
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t-aiiie  in  1802.  '■From  lliis  tiuu^  \\\e  tide 
of  iinniigration  uathered  stroiigtli  as  it  ad- 
vanced, until  it  reached  its  liigliost  point 
in  1817,  when  it  be^ijiin  gradually  to  de- 
cline. The  last  inunigrant  shij)  an-ived 
in  1828.''  And  it  may  be  added  that  al 
most  all  the  .settlers  of  C'ape  Breton,  ex- 
cei)tino-  the  Acadiaus,  came  from  the  north 
of  Scotland  and  the  Hebrides,  the  islands 
of  Skye,  Barra,  Lewis,  Mull,  Uist,  etc.  The 
po])ulation  thus  thrown  upon  the  island, 
estimated  at  25.000,  made  it  a  Scotch  coun- 
try. The  total  po])ulation  now  is  about 
84,500;  55,000  are  Scotch  or  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, 12,500  Acadians,  15.000  English  and 
mixed  races,  and  about  1500  Indians. 

A  clear  bracing  morning  sent  us  for- 
ward again  with  an  ela.stic  stride.  For 
about  twelve  miles  the  route  was  a  bridle- 
path, partly  over  swamps.  ]Kirtly  up  and 
down  the  beds  of  stony  brooks.  AVe 
were  then  on  top  of  the  barren  plateau  of 
Cape  Breton,  a  mos.sy,  burned,  desolate  re- 
gion, where  bare,  bleached  skeletons  of 
trees  shake  in  the  wind,  and  the  huckle- 
berry alone  straggles  over  the  rocks.  It 
is  wearisome  to  pick  your  way  for  miles 
in  such  ground,  jumping  from  bog  to  bog, 
stone   to   .stone,  or   walking   single   poles 


laid  as  bridges  over  peat  holes.  The  re- 
gion, of  course,  is  uninhabited,  excepting 
at  the  half-way  house — a  comfortable  inn 
kept  open  by  the  government  to  relieve 
the  mail -carrier  and  othei's  crossing  the 
barrens,  particularly  in  winter. 

Aspy  Bay,  at  the  end  of  a  long  day's 
tramp  through  the  wilderness, was  doubly 
charming.  It  lies  between  two  straight 
ranges  of  mountains  that  meet  several 
miles  inland.  The  western  range,  pre- 
.senting  to  the  valley  a  deeply  cloven  crest 
of  rounded  sunnnits,  ends  in  a  lofty  peak. 
Sugar  Loaf,  the  Cape  North  of  the  maps, 
the  northern  limit  of  our  excursion.  From 
its  summit  you  see  a  vast  expanse  of  sea, 
the  Magdalen  Islands,  Cape  Ray  of  New- 
foundland, Low  Point,  near  Sydney,  and 
the  intricate  forms  of  the  adjoining  coast. 
Tbe  bay  itself  is  divided  by  points  and 
transverse  bai-s  of  sand  into  North.  Alid- 
dle.  and  South  Ponds. 

We  entered  the  vallej'  just  as  the  last 
load  of  hay,  attended  by  its  group  of  men 
and  women,  entered  the  open  barn;  we 
l)assed  through  many  cozy  little  nooks, 
where  meadows  lay  like  verdant  lakes 
along  the  foot  of  the  wooded  mountains 
and  about  the  base  of  white  cliffs. 
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We  had  bow  reached  Cape  North,  the 
northern  limit  of  our  journey,  and  hav- 
ing found  again  the  good  streak  of  Cape 
Breton  hospitality  at  the  North  Pond,  we 
passed  very  pleasantly  a  social,  quiet  Sab- 
bath. Our  course  here  turned  westward, 
to  begin  the  homestretch  along  the  Gulf 
side  of  the  island.  But  to  reach  that 
shore  we  had  before  us  another  of  those 


jumping,  scrambling  trips  on  roots, 
stones,  and  poles  across  the  swampy 
barrens.  To  make  the  tramp  easier, 
we  divided  the  distance  in  two,  and 
went  on  Monday  afternoon  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain. 

As  one  of  the  farmers  liappened 
to  be  returning  to  his  home  in  that 
direction,  we  put  our  knapsacks  on 
his  lumbering  cart  and  walked  akjng 
Avith  him.  He  was  an  intelligent, 
hearty  youth  of  seventy  years,  en- 
thusiastic, sympathetic,  and  chatty; 
a  large,  muscular  man,  in  coarse 
homespun,  with  lively  blue  eyes 
dancing  under  his  shaggy  brows, 
and  lighting  up  his  symmetrical 
and  benevolent  features.  His  old 
_  cart,  home-made,  had  great  massive 
wheels  without  any  tires— wabbling, 
poetic  wheels,  the  wheels  of  no-for- 
tune. The  old  man,  swinging  his 
legs  from  the  front  of  the  cart,  talked 
both  to  us  and  the  mare  in  a  rhytli- 
jnical  way,  to  accompany  his  regu- 
lar and  frequent  jerks  of  the  lines 

and  cuts  of  the  switch.      And  his 

emphasis  had  reference  to  the  driv- 
ing, not  to  words  of  his  discourse. 
"Me  grandfather,  sir,  deserted /ro???. 
a  MAN — go  on,  Dolly" — a  cut  of  the 
whip— " -of- war    in    Portsmouth." 
Here  Dolly  recognized  an  old  story, 
doubtless,  for  she  settled  at  once  into 
a   mortally  slow  walk,  and  dozed 
along  with  tranquil  eye  despite  the 
lines   and   the   switch.       ''And   he 
got   on   first-rate   in   the  Revolution,  _/ie 
pTj)''_jerk,  jerk— '•  and  got  to  be  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  General— Dollj,  I  say"— cut— 
"Gates,   and    he    helped    to    Burgoyne's 
surrender,  he  did.      The  States,  that's  the 
jjlace,  SIR."     Jerk,  jerk.      "Ye    get    on 
there!      Republics  for   me!      They  need 
'em   in  Europe   too."      Here  the   switch 
broke,  the  story  and  Dolly  stopped  short, 
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and  lie  jumped  down  to  cut  anotlier. 
"  Slie  knows,  sir.  Ye  see,  I'm  very  for- 
getful, for  I'm  consider  ble  of  an  arguin' 
man,  either  on  religion  or  politics,  and 
when  I  get  to  talkin'  I  go  off  and  for- 
get me  whip.  So  I  take  only  a  switch — 
they're  handy  along  the  road.  *'  I  tliought 
him  candid,  for  he  had  on  three  of  his 
lingers  a  white,  a  red,  and  a  blue  string  of 
yarn,  as  memoranda.  "I've  got  the  nee- 
dles and  the  tea  and  the  barrel  of  flour, 
so  I'll  cut  otf  these  strings.  It's  a  good 
"way  to  remember, that."  While  he  stopped 
to  trim  the  gad,  a  pretty  Scotch  lass  came 
up  with  us,  carrying  a  carpet-bag;  she 
exchanged  a  few  words  in  Gaelic  with  the 
old  man,  who  welcomed  her  cordially,  and 
bade  her  put  her  bag  on  the  cart.  She  did 
so,  but  refused  to  confide  her  new  shoes 
and  stockings  to  its  smooth  bottom;  so 
Maggie — that  was  her  name — walked  on 
barefooted,  free  and  unconscious  m  her 
short  petticoat,  and  carried  her  shoes  and 
stockings  in  her  red  handkerchief.  Her 
dress  was  in  the  carpet-bag.  She  was  go- 
ing home  from  a  wedding.  We  soon 
went  on  again,  still  more  blithely,  with  a 
new  gad,  and  a  bright-eyed  maid  with  us. 
Meanwhile  the  scenery  was  as  charming 
as  our  companions.  The  straight  line  of 
mountains  seemed  like  a  gigantic  wall  of 
rich  foliage,  almost  overhanging  the  fields 
of  the  valley.  The  sugar-loafed  peaks 
were  capped  with  dense  masses  of  mist 
hurrying  inland,  and  the  amphitheatrical 
gorges  high  up,  very  dark,  seemed  like 
great  caverns  among  the  clouds.  A  roar- 
ing v^ind,  strong  and  salt  from  the  sea, 
tossed  the  trees  along  the  heights,  and 
bowed  the  grass  and  heavily  laden  rasp- 
berry bushes  by  the  road-side.  The  walk 
had  a  rare  charm ;  we  journej^ed  with  quiet 
and  quaint  and  genial  spirits,  under  the 
breath  of  a  storm  and  the  frown  of  a 
cloud-capped  mountain. 

To  my  great  regret  w^e  came  at  last  to  a 
fork  in  the  road,  and  the  lass  took  her  bag 
to  go  down  to  the  river. 

"Where,"  I  asked,  "does  that  road  go 
to,  Maggie  ?" 

' '  It  goes  to  the  Strait  of  Canso,  sir,  and 
on  to  Montana — that's  where  my  brother 
John  is  workin'  on  a  ranch— and  I  don't 
know  where  else  it  goes." 

"  But  I  see  no  boat  on  the  river;  how 
will  vou  cross  ?" 

"fll  walk,  sir." 

"But  you'll  get  w^et,  or  perhaps  drown- 
ed." 


'*  Ach,  no,  sirl  I'll  not  get  wet  at  all; 
I'll  go  over  on  stilts." 

And  sure  enough,  taking  her  bag  in 
one  hand,  she  mounted  the  stilts,  gave  us 
a  parting  smile  from  the  water's  edge,  and 
went  safely  across. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  old  man's 
house  Ave  could  not  refuse  to  visit  his 
thrifty  little  orchard,  only  a  few  years 
old,  although  he  has  had  the  farm  all 
his  life;  then  we  must  take  some  bread 
and  tea,  though  it  was  only  three  o'clock. 
And  finally  the  kind  old  man  Avalked 
two  miles  with  us  to  put  us  on  a  shoil- 
cut.  As  twilight  came  we  entered  the 
angle  where  the  two  ranges  of  mount- 
ains meet,  so  conlined  that  the  river  can 
scarcely  pass;  the  wind  still  roared  in  the 
forest,  and  jn-essed  against  our  temples; 
but  the  clouds  broke  away,  so  that  strong 
lights  mingled  with  the  shadows  at  sunset 
all  along  that  high,  straight  wall  of  peaks 
and  gorges. 

We  now  had  arrived  on  the  northwest- 
ern or  Gulf  side  of  the  island,  and  turned 
our  lieads  homeward  toward  P)addeck. 
We  had  not  seen  the  extreme  end  of  Cape 
Breton,  Lowland  Cove,  a  place  actually 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  tax-collector, 
partly  because  the  route  is  too  long  and 
difficult,  and  ])artly  because  the  untutored 
folk  are  too  tall  and  difficult  for  him  to 
overcome,  nor  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
much  dreaded  by  all  vessels  passing  be- 
tween Cape  Breton  and  Newfoundland. 
The  path  soon  led  us  up  from  the  beach 
and  across  more  barrens,  and  at  last  came 
out  on  the  shoulder  of  Cap  Rouge.  All  at 
once  the  light  of  a  ruddy  sunset  filled  the 
Gulf  with  great  splendor,  and  we  stood  on 
a  pinnacle  in  the  midst  of  it;  it  illuminated 
the  sea,  blue  and  flecked  with  white-caps, 
the  surf  and  flying  spray  leaping  at  the 
long  jagged  coast-line  of  crags  and  rocks 
far  below  us,  the  little  farm-houses  and  the 
narrow  strip  of  fields  running  along  the 
top  of  the  bluffs,  and  back  of  this  the  range 
of  dark  bold  peaks  and  gorges  leading  away 
to  a  far-ofl"  headland,  Cape  Mabou.  As 
the  day  ended  Ave  found  shelter  with  one 
of  the  Acadian  fishing  farmers;  but  as 
this  peculiar  people  is  not  the  subject  of 
this  paper,  I  pass  on  through  Cheticamp 
and  Friars  Head  to  the  Scotch  settle- 
ments. The  Margaree,  a  charming  pas- 
toral valley,  is  considered  the  garden  of 
Cape  Breton ;  in  freshets  the  stream  over- 
flows its  banks,  and  thus  keeps  up  the  vir- 
gin fertility  of  the  soil.     You  feel  here 
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that  the  farmer  is  not  on  the  edge  of  want, 
and  that  his  life  may  be  easy  and  happy. 
The  long  narrow  valley  winding  along 
with  the  river  down  to  the  harbor,  be- 
tween two  ranges  of  wooded  hills,  was 
alive  with  hay-making ;  the  click  of  mow- 
ing-machines seemed  a  familiar  voice  to 
us;  carts  passed  to  and  fro  between  the 
fields  and  the  barns,  or  the  "barracks,'' 
and  men  and  women  alike  w^orked  busily 
while  the  sun  shone.  We  happed  to  ar- 
rive just  after  a  wedding  that  was  the 
topic  of  talk,  and  we  soon  gathered  some 
notions  of  the  unique  scenes  connected 
with  marriage. 

Courtship  is  by  no  means  a  necessary 


preliminary  to  marriage.  The  wedding 
just  then  under  discussion  was  a  little 
more  eventful  than  common  in  the  num- 
ber, but  not  in  the  kind,  of  incidents.  To 
begin  at  the  beginning:  When  a  young 
man  decides  that  he  will  marry,  he  often 
first  builds  a  house;  and  it  is  no  trivial 
matter  here,  where  most  of  the  lumber  is 
sawn  by  hand  in  a  pit.  A  man  may  be 
said  to  be  in  earnest  when  he  begins  his 
suit  with  months  of  such  hard  labor — and 
that,  too,  from  a  disinterested  motive,  not 
having  the  faintest  idea,  perhaps,  as  to 
who  will  be  the  mistress  of  the  house. 
We  saw  a  number  of  such  expectant 
buildings,  in  all  states  and  of  many  ages ; 
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far  some,  failing^  to  giet  a  tenant,  siood 
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We  were  off  again  early  in  the  morn- 
ing over  the  hills.  The  valley  of  north- 
e:ast  Marg-aree  was  a  lake  of  snow-white 
mists,  half  in  the  shadow  of  the  eastern 
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certain  dignity  prevailed  even  among  the 
boys.  It  seemed  that  the  country  folk 
were  on  their  way  to  the  "Gathering"  of 
the  Clans,"  a  rare  national  picnic.    When 


athletic  games,  two  small  platforms  for 
dancing,  and  a  booth  for  the  sale  of  spruce- 
beer,  crackers,  and  cheese.  The  average 
picnic  here  offers  this  programme: 


AT    THE    ^VELL. 


wx  arrived  on  the  shores  of  beautiful  Lake  1.  8  o'clock  a.  3i.— Drive  along  the  road 

Ainslie,  a  large  concourse  of  people  had  to  the  ground. 

already  met  in  an  open  field  marked  by  2.   9  o'clock.— Talking,    swinging,   and 

two  flags,  a  space  inclosed  by  a  rope  for  waiting  to  swing. 
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3.  12  M. — Cold  temperance  luiicli. 

4.  1  P.M. — Secoiidpartof  talking-,  swing- 
ing", and  waiting  to  swing". 

5.  8  P.M. — Drive  along  the  road  home- 
ward. 

But  this  "  Gathering  of  the  Clans,"  al- 
though a  private  speculation  for  collect- 
ing money  wherewith  to  build  a  house, 
was  a  more  important  event.  It  was  ad- 
vertised that  a  noted  professional  wrestler 
would  contend  Avitli  an  equally  able 
young  man  of  the  lake,  and  that  the  af- 
fair would  present  many  other  attractions. 
From  {)  A.M.  until  3  P.M.  the  entertain- 
ment consisted  of  dancing  and  waiting 
for  the  professional  wrestler.  Each  of  the 
|)latforms  had  about  it  a  large  crowd  look- 
ing at  the  reels  and  jigs  and  the  piper. 
The  dancing  went  on  all  day  vigorously. 

The  most  impressive  figure  of  all  was 
tlie  piper.  The  pipes  go  well  with  the 
national  emblem :  they  are  a  very  thistle 
in  your  ear.  Their  weird,  barbaric  strains 
are  certainly  inspiriting  and  martial,  but 
you  must  be  a  Scotchman  to  love  them. 
One  of  the  pipers,  a  very  tall,  very  dark, 
very  sliaggy  man,  sat  straight  up  witli  a 
rigid  neck,  stitV  ligure,  puffed-out  cheeks, 
and  looked  like  the  presiding  genius  of 
some  awful  lieathen  rite.  But  he  was  one 
of  the  gentlest  of  men.  I  afterward  s])ent 
a  day  with  him  noting  some  of  the  native 
airs  of  Cape  Breton.  The  following  is  a 
good  exam])le: 


We  enjoyed  a  drive  about  Cape  Mabou 
with  some  gentlemen  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  way  we  not  only  had  .some  fine  views, 
but  also  some  account  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  people.  I  have  already 
described  the  ceremonies  connected  with 
courtship  and  marriage.  The  last  scenes 
of  life  also  present  some  interest.  A 
wake,  whether  among  the  Presbyterians 
or  the  Catholics,  gathers  a  great  crowd  in 
the  house  of  the  deceased  ;  during  two 
days  the  family  is  constantly  at  hard 
work,  night  and  day,  serving  successive 
meals  to  those  who  arrive.  It  is  consid- 
ered a  marked  offense  not  to  come  to  a 
wake,  and,  when  there,  not  to  eat  and 
drink  abundantly.  Two  or  three  funer- 
als near  together  have  actually  ruined  a 
family.  The  pious  and  aged  in  the  room 
where  the  corpse  lies  generally  occupy 
their  time  in  reading  and  praying,  while 
the  young,  in  another  room,  solace  their 
grief  by  eating,  drinking,  and  flirting. 
Many  are  more  or  less  drunk  when  the 
procession  moves  on  or  collects  about  the 
grave,  and  generally  it  is  then  that  the 
fight  occurs  which  seems  a  part  of  every 
good  funeral. 

Although  anuisements  are  being  sup- 
pressed as  much  as  possible  by  the  pious, 
yet  now  and  then  at  Hallowe'en  the  "  fou- 
eracir'  is  still  eaten — a  mixture  of  raw 
oat-meal  stirred  in  cream  in  which  is  a 
riny:    to   be   found.      New-Year's   Eve   is 
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And  anotluM*  musician  gave  m«*  this  air 
and  (jaelic  song  of  his  own  composition, 
in  wliich  he  celebrates  the  pastoral  charms 
of  the  soutliwest  Margaree: 
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rarely  jioticed  ;  the  young,  armed  with 
sticks,  sometimes  collect  in  silence  about 
a  house,  and  then  all  at  once  fall  to  beat- 
ing it  on  m11  sides.     The  noi.se  s«'ld«»in  fails 


cnoclul  as  glinn      a       Bli ra  -  i^Ii,       On' 


Xa  cnochd  as  glinn  bu  hho-iohe  lein,  8 ;    cnoclul  as  glinn      a 
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Sa     clio-munn  {jhrin    a  bcir     leinn. 
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to  arouse  the  host;  when  he  comes  to  tlie 
door  he  asks  what  they  wisli,  and  de- 
mands that  they  make  a  rhyme  in  their 
reply  before  he  will  admit  them  for  a 
treat.  Christmas  generally  passes  witli- 
out  merriment  or  sentiment;  to  quote  one 
of  the  most  liberal-minded  of  the  minis- 


abruptly  almost  to  the  leg-al  height  of 
mountains.  Here  and  there  a  deep  gorge 
cleaves  t'he  ragged  rocky  shores  down  at 
the  water,  runs  upward  in  a  wooded  glen, 
and  at  last  expands  in  an  amphitheatre  of 
knolls,  vales,  fields,  and  forest  hig?i  up  on 
the  mountain -top.     The  grass-grown  road 


HAULING    IN    FISH. 


ters,  ' '  We  find  no  countenance  given  to 
it  in  the  Bible,  either  by  precept  or  exam- 
ple, and  we  are  very  much  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  of  popish,  if  not  of  heathen,  ori- 
gin." 

At  last  the  road  brought  us  once  more 
on  to  the  Gulf  shore  of  the  island,  north 
of  Cape  Mabou.    The  coast  here  rises  very 


over  the  bald  capes  between  the  gorges  is 
a  mere  groove,  whence  the  wagon  seems 
always  to  be  slipping.  You  w"alk,  and  ob- 
serve the  stones  it  loosens  roll  away  down 
to  the  sea ;  they  seem  to  lure  your  feet  to 
follow  them.  The  surf  sounds  far  below ; 
the  Gulf  stretches  away  northward  even 
beyond  the  pale  blue  line  of  Prince  Ed- 
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ward  Island,  and  westward  alono^  the  rii;^- 
ged  blutt's.  You  look  straight  into  the 
arctic  cave  of  the  Northea-ster ;  he  rushes 
over  these  sheer  bleak  heights  with  demo- 
niac roarings,  and  everything  must  cower 
before  his  rage.  The  life  of  the  region 
.seemed  to  be  pei*sonated  by  a  withered  old 
man.  whose  ragged  homespun  hung  on 
him  as  on  a  skeleton,  and  whose  unkempt 
locks  flew  about  with  the  wind.  He  bent 
low  over  his  scythe,  and  with  tragic  eager- 
ness tried  to  mow  the  few  speai*s  of  wiry 
grass  sticking  up  out  of  the  barren  earth. 
A  little  more  steepness,  and  he  had  rolled 
into  the  sea  as  the  stones  did  :  a  little  more 
wind,  and  he  had  been  whirled  away  as 
the  leaves  in  November. 

Night  seemed  more  in  harmony  with 
such  bleak  poverty  than  the  glory  of  sun- 
set: it  enshrouded  us  all  as  we  threaded 
our  way  homeward,  inland,  up  one  of  the 
glens.  Finally  the  moon  arose,  broke 
through  the  trees,  and  lit  up  here  and 
there  an  ethereal  picture  hung  against 
the  background  of  night  in  the  forest— 
a  pool  of  the  brook,  overhung  with  dewy 
ferns  and  silvered  cobwebs.  Then  we 
came  out  on  the  high.  wide,  open  bar- 
rens under  the  stars,  and  later  followed 
down  another  shadowy  glen,  and  regain- 
ed Lake  Ainslie. 

We  set  out  now  on  the  last  stretch  of 
our  walk  to  Whycocomah.  on  the  Bras 
d'Or  lakes. 

Whycocomali  was  doubly  charming 
after  the  bleakness  of  the  .sea-coast  and 
the  fatigue  of  travel.  White  here  left 
me,  but  I  settled  down  in  the  comfortable 
inn  to  continue  my  rambles  in  Cape  Bret- 
on throughout  the  Indian  summer.  It 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  places  on  the  island. 
Paddling  into  the  little  bay  one  stormy 
day,  I  saw  that  clouds  covered  the  sum- 
mits of  the  hills  close  about,  so  that  the 
upper  forests  were  all  in  very  dark  shad- 
ow against  the  white  niists,  while  the  slop- 
ing fields  and  the  village  below  seemed 
thus  to  be  shut  into  a  verdant  cavern  ;  the 
bay,  of  a  leaden  gloom,  gleamed  with  seeth- 
ing white-caps  ;  the  place  seemed  a  High- 
land lake  in  a  storm,  a  place  fit  for  these 
Scotchmen  banished  to  the  New  World. 

From  Salt  Mountain  you  look  over 
Great  Bras  d"Or  Lake,  with  its  intricate  in- 
termingling of  land  and  water,  and  its 
liorizon  of  distant  hills :  but  a  more  per- 
fect picture  is  seen  from  the  hill  north  of 
the  village.  Islands,  long  thin  points, 
channels,  bavs.  hills,  and  vallevs  come  to- 


gether in  a  charming  composition.  When 
you  return  to  the  village  you  relish  the 
more  limited  picture, the  quiet  street  strag- 
gling along  one  of  the  many  coves,  and 
the  blacksmith's  door  alive  with  this 
quaint  peo})le.  It  has  the  charm  of  seclu- 
sion, and  of  the  lack  of  anything  very 
striking.  When  a  great  sea-going  vessel 
comes  into  this  cove  among  the  hills  to 
load  with  birch  timber,  j'ou  feel  surprised 
by  the  outside  world,  where  something 
may  be  going  on. 

The  open-air  sacrament  is  probably  the 
most  impressive  ceremony  to  be  seen 
among  these  Scotch  Presbyterians,  and  I 
was  glad  to  set  otf  for  English  Town  and 
the  north  shore  of  St.  Ann's  Bay  once 
more  to  witness  one  of  these  characteristic 
.scenes.  Some  yeai*s  ago  these  sacraments 
were  lield  on  successive  Sundays  in  adjoin- 
ing parishes,  and  entire  congregations  at- 
tended them,  but  now  they  are  held  at  the 
.same  date  in  distant  localities,  to  prevent 
them  drawing  such  large  and  di.sorderly 
companies.  The  sacraments  are  very  much 
cheri.shed  by  the  old  people,  who  enjoy 
the  devotions,  as  well  as  the  yearly  occa- 
sion it  gives  for  social  intercourse :  by  very 
many  worldly-minded,  for  making  horse 
trades,  and  tlie  ])reliniinaries  of  more  im- 
portant tran.sactions;  and  by  the  young 
people  for  the  fun  they  afford.  The  serv- 
ices, in  both  Gaelic  and  English,  were  held 
on  opposite  sides  of  a  little  meadow  in- 
closed by  trees  and  the  road,  and  divided 
by  a  merry  brook.  In  the  centre  was  the 
"tent"  for  the  ministers  —  a  .sentry-box 
with  a  wide  window.  In  front  of  this  were 
a  very  narrow  long  table,  a  bench  on  each 
side  of  it.  and  .several  benches  near  the 
tent.  There  were  also  three  posts,  each 
bearing  on  top  a  little  box  for  the  recep- 
tion of  contributions,  and  many  who 
passed  dropped  coppers  into  them.  The 
crowd  wa.s  in  sombre  black,  with  now 
and  then  the  ])in-back  dress  and  the  bon- 
net of  a  servant-girl  returned  from  the 
States  for  a  sunnner  visit  among  her  peo- 
ple. The  older  women  wore  a  plain  white 
cap  under  a  black  sun-bonnet  or  black  ker- 
chief. Thus  the  crowd  was  a  gathering 
of  austere  and  simple  homespun  folk.  For 
a  while  they  walked  about  greeting  friends 
whom  they  had  not  seen  perhaps  for  a 
year.  But  the  greeting  was  sober:  sistei's 
even  did  not  kiss:  many  met  at  first  in  si- 
lence, with  teeth  set  and  eyes  fixed,  and 
shook  hands  vigorously  a  long  time  with 
the  motion  of  sawing  wood. 


CAPE  BRETON  FOLK. 


621 


^mr^'!^'- 


V 


%%M- 


THE    OLD    HAYMAKER. 


-ealtH  i„  the  fieH.  or  woo.s  .or  S^^if.o^^    pl-SnU^:  Jl^^^lu  SZfto  ." 


622 


II AIM^ER'S  NEW  MONTIILV   MA(;A/INK. 


a  <-li:ira('tcristic  feature  of  tin-  HiliIi  hinds 
after  its  (liscoiitinuation  in  the  J^owlaiids. 
Tlic  sacrament  hejrins  always  at  eleven  on 
Thursday.  This  day  is  re^farded  as  one 
of  i)re))ai'alion  ;  th(;  spirit  of  it  is  that  of 
fast in^r  and  iiuiniliation,  exjji'essed  in  the 
usual  services;  the  sin;,^injL,^  of  th<'  psalms 
of  David.  i)rayer.s,  and  a  sermon— all  in 
CJaolic.  The  sinfj;-injr  is  wluit  first  imi)ress- 
vd  me  as  j)erfeetly  uni<iue.  The  tunes 
have  well-known  names,  sueli  as  "  KlLcin." 


"St.  I'aul."  '■  H;n I ;;or,"' '"  London,"  "  Mar- 
tyrs'" ;  hut  the  actual  comi)ositi()nsand  the 
rendering  are  unlike  any  other  nnisic  on 
earth.  Three  promptersor  prec<'n  tors  stood 
und<M'the  windowof  the  tent. and  took  their 
!  urnsat  leading-  the  sinj^in*,'-;  that  is  to  say, 
one  of  them  .san*^  I'apidly  asan  im))rovised 
recitative  eacli  line  of  the  psalm,  and  the 
conj^reg-ation  then  re])eated  each  line  aft- 
er him.  sin<:fin;^'-  in  unison  the  successive 
j)ln*ases  of  the  tune.       \U'Vv  are  the  words 


Prccvntot'  Itt'cit. 


Con{/re{/ation. 


LXL/ ^ — ^ — ^ — ^ ^ — ,^ ^ — I — L_^ — 9 m r. — V-#-'  « —     ^  -— - — 


Jihri.st  i:i(l  do  slilii:i;;li  i^ii  inion,  a   Dlie,       liliri.st     iail. 
TIiv    folk    th.-y  bic'uk  in  pio-cr^.  Loiii.      Tliv  folU 
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K'> 


IIMOll 
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1)1.6, 
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aiul  music  of  ' "  Martyrs. ""  But  the  etfect  of 
this  singing-  can  not  be  imag'inecl  from 
seeing  the  score,  or  from  a  rendering  of  it 
according  to  the  usual  musical  expression. 
The  precentor  sings  in  a  lowandexceeding- 
lyx^laintive  voice. a  soft  pronunciation,  and 
a  timid  expression:  hi>  recitatives  are  as 
austere  as  Gregorian  chants,  hut  full  of 
little  notes  and  slurs,  and  by  contrast  his 
phrases  are  rendered  still  more  touching 
after  the  mass  of  sound  coming  from  the 
people.  The  congregation  also  sings  with. 
softness:  but  as  individuals  liave  their 
own  time,  discords  prevail,  the  long  sylla- 
bles are  drawn  out  beyond  measure,  with 
a  nasal  drawl,  and  the  shorter  ones  are 
clipped  off  and  swallowed.  But  the  ordi- 
nary irritation  produced  by  these  defects 
is  not  felt.  In  the  complete  absence  of 
rhythm  you  feel  less  the  d_efects  of  time: 
in  fact,  so  drawling  is  the  execution  that 
Tou  just  abandon  all  requirements  of 
time,  and  accept  the  effects  of  intonation 
alone.  These  Gaelic  psalms  often  have 
an  extraordinary  effect :  when  the  people 
at  times  happen  to  unite  their  plaintive 


voices  on  certain  long  notes  and  slui-s, 
the  multitude  sends  up  a  subdued  wail 
that  is  wonderfully  touching.  The  preach- 
ing was  not  less  interesting  than  the  sing- 
ing. One  of  the  worthy  ministei-s  seemed 
to  me  of  a  type  perfectly  suited  to  the 
scene.  He  Avas  a  x^atriarch  in  yeai*s,  in 
fatherly  kmdue.ss.  in  serenity  and  simx^li- 
city.  His  cherubic  face,  set  in  a  frame  of 
gray  hair  and  beard,  seemed  to  be  made 
for  smiling :  but  some  interior  j)ower  had 
won  half  of  hnn  over  to  severity — at  least 
it  seemed  so  at  times  when  one  brow,  one 
eye,  one  side  of  the  mouth,  all  contracted 
with  an  expression  of  gloom.  Standing 
up  in  the  little  sentry-box  with  his  hands 
clasped  over  his  rotundity,  he  waited  in 
silence  for  some  moments,  until  he  had 
established  himself  in  a  slow  swaying  mo- 
tion from  side  to  side :  this  swing-ing  seem- 
ed essential  to  all  these  Cape  Breton  speak- 
ers and  singei-s.  Soon  he  started,  in  a 
very  low  voice,  a  hemming,  a  word,  and  a 
hesitation  all  together,  and  the  hesitation 
often  triumphed,  made  him  wait  again  un- 
til more  swinging  had  evolved  a  sug-o'es- 
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tion.  The  great  silver-bowed  spectacles 
finally  came  up  from  the  depths  of  a  pock- 
et, and  after  two  or  three  attempts  scaled 
the  heights,and  ])lan ted  themselves  astride 
his  nose.  The  discourse  was  then  pursued 
in  its  regular  form  ;  the  voice  continued  to 
the  end  ver\^  low,  confidential,  Avinning. 
Judging  him  by  his  English  sermons,  ideas 
were  as  rare  as  the  angels'  visits  that 
seemed  reflected  from  time  to  time  on  the 
old  man's  benevolent  face ;  so, to  fill  in, the 
last  words  or  phrase  of  a  sentence  may  be 
sometimes  repeated  three,  even  four  times ; 
the  connections  were  made  by  these  lapped 
joints.  The  pauses  were  frequently  long- 
er than  his  short  phrases;  but  the  swing, 
the  driving  power,  held  out;  the  majestic 
slowness  did  not  fail,  even  though,  as  I 
saw,  it  should  rain  during  the  entire  day. 
He  preached  eternity. 

The  people,  meanwhile,  filled  the  few 
benches,  and  sat  and  lay  about  on  the 
ground  in  groups  w^itliout   much  order; 


some  in  the  shade  of  umbrellas,  the  men 
all  bare-headed.  It  was,  indeed,  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer:  the  services  pasted 
from  eleven  till  five  o'clock,  when  we  all 
went  to  dinner  at  the  farm-houses  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  sacrament  i^uts  a  serious  burden  on 
the  households  near  the  grounds.  Hun- 
dreds of  visitors  live  at  these  homes  dur- 
ing four  or  five  days,  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty-five being  quartered  in  each  small 
house.  The  garret  floor  is  turned  into 
two  great  beds,  one  for  the  men  and  an- 
other for  the  women;  the  barn  also  is 
sometimes  occupied.  The  family  is  busy 
for  many  days  baking  and  preparing  foi- 
the  arrival  of  such  a  company;  the  cost 
is  a  serious  embarrassment  to  many,  and 
yet  the  traditions  and  hospitality  of  the 
race  prevent  them  from  accepting  pay  for 
the  entertainment.  The  house  to  which 
I  was  invited  was  thronged;  the  tables 
were  served  abundantlv  all  the  remain- 
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der  of  the  afternoon  with  potatoes,  salt 
fish,  butter,  bread,  milk,  bannocks,  tea. 
There  were  none  of  the  graces  of  polite- 
ness; intercourse  went  on  in  a  hap-hazard 
way,  and  took  care  of  itself  as  it  nji^^ht 
amoTif^  a  very  primitive  peasantry.  But 
in  spite  of  crudeness,  the  mood  of  the 
company  was  attractive  to  me ;  they  seem- 
ed to  be  subdued  with  religious  sentiment, 
and  yet  warmed  by  strong  social  feeling. 
Communion  Sabbath  is  the  most  impor- 
tant day  of  the  sacrament  in  both  a  reli- 
gious and  a  social  point  of  view.  At  an 
early  hour  the  roads  were  thronged  with 
men  and  women  on  foot,  on  horseback,  in 
open  buggies;  and  by  ten  o'clock  the 
grounds  were  well  filled  with  people  shak- 
ing hands,  x^assing  salutations;  some  were 
arranging  quietly  the  preliminaries  of 
horse  trades  and  other  transactions,  and 
all  were  enjoying  the  one  unfailing  public 
gathering  of  the  year.  The  enjoyment, 
however, had  to  be  detected  beneath  a  very 
grave  mien  and  low -voiced  talk.  The 
crowd  that  day, having  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  young  and  the  worldly  people,  was 
more  mixed  in  its  composition, but  the  ele- 
ments kept  pretty  distinct,  for  the  devout 
and  the  elderly  formed  the  group  nearest 
the  "tent,"  while  those  of  lesser  degrees 
of  piety  made  concentric  circles  there- 
about. While  the  usual  services  went  on, 
many  groups  of  lads  and  lasses  on  the  out- 
skirts exchanged  notes,  threw  one  another 
motto  candies, and  even  kept  up  conversa- 
tions in  under-tones.  I  was  told  that  at  a 
sacrament  some  young  men  once  establish- 
ed themselves  in  a  wagon  near  by,  and 
burlesqued  the  communion  service  with 
crackers  and  the  whiskey  bottle.  No  w  and 
then  an  elder  walked  about  the  ground 
and  called  for  order.  The  arrival  of  a 
wagon  aroused  ever  dozer,  and  turned  ev- 
ery head  toward  the  road.  A  glance  at 
the  assembly,  even  at  the  most  solemn 
moments  of  the  service,  left  one  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  anything  of  interest  was 
going  on  at  the  central  point, for  all  class- 
es had  the  singular  habit  of  sitting  or  ly- 


ing or  standing  with  their  faces  turned  in 
any  direction.  It  seemed  in  this  respect 
to  be  a  picnic  of  deaf-mutes.  The  occa- 
sion showed  in  a  striking  way  the  hardi- 
hood c>f  this  people,  theii*  indifference  to 
discomfort,  the  force  of  tradition  among 
them,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  absorbing 
sincerity  of  their  piety.  All  day  long  it 
rained,  a  cold  east  wind  from  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland  swept  up  the  valley  in 
gusts,  and  the  chill  was  well-nigh  unen- 
durable to  me.  And  yet  the  good  patri- 
arch preached  on  in.  his  eternal  way;  the 
services  kept  their  usual  proportions;  for 
nearly  six  hours  niQu  and  women  of  three 
generations  sat  on  the  wet  ground,  the 
men  all  bare-headed,  most  of  the  people 
without  the  shelter  of  even  an  unjbrella 
or  a  water-x)roof.  Even  when  bad  wea- 
ther prevails  during  all  five  days  of  the 
sacrament  it  does  not  shorten  the  sermons. 
After  the  customary  services  of  prayers, 
psalms,  and  sermon,  the  minister  "fenced 
the  table";  that  is,  he  spoke  to  the  effect 
of  excluding  those  who  were  not  com- 
municants, and  encouraging  those  who 
held  "  tokens"  to  come  forward.  When 
the  communicants  had  taken  their  seats 
and  tlie  "elements"  had  been  placed  on 
the  table,  the  minister  came  down  from 
the  "tent"  and  read  before  them  the  insti- 
tution of  the  sacrament,  1st  Corinthians, 
chapter  xi.,  verses  23  to  29.  Meanwhile  a 
deacon  collected  the  "tokens"  from  those 
at  the  table.  After  a  prayer  and  an  ad- 
dress, the  minister  broke  bread  and  gave  it 
to  those  nearest  him, and  passed  them  wine, 
and  then  three  deacons  or  elders  served 
the  bread  and  wine  along  the  rest  of  the 
tables.  Externally  it  w^as  a  company  of 
distressed,  abject  mourners  soaked  in  the 
gusts  of  cold  rain,  the  men's  heads  covered 
by  handkerchiefs,  the  women's  by  black 
shawls.  But  they  seemed  entirely  absorb- 
ed by  their  interior  experiences,  the  tor- 
tures of  conscience,  the  hopes  and  terrors 
of  their  faith.  The  sacrament  closed  with 
the  usual  services  on  Monday,  and  the 
crowds  then  dispersed  to  their  homes. 


BRIEF— AS  WOMAN'S  LOVE. 

BY  BRANDER  MATTHEWS. 


THE   imperial  will   of   Napoleon   III. 
decreed,  and   the    ruthless    hand   of 
Baron  Haussmann  traced,  a  broad  street 
to  connect  the  two  great  monuments  of 
Vol.  LXXri.— No.  430.-44 


the  histrionic  art  of  France — the  Comedie 
Fran5ai.se  and  the  Opera — and  the  result- 
ing Avenue  de  TOpera,  not  finished  until 
long  after  the  Emperor  and  the  Prefect 


626 


HARPER'S  XEW  MOXTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


who  planned  it  had  fallen  from  power 
forever,  is  now  a  full  artery  of  finance 
and  of  fashion.  On  the  rigLt-hand  side  of 
-.as  one  walks  from  the 
comedy  to  the  temple  of 
Frencu  music,  and  not  far  fn^m  the  Rue 
de  la  Pals,  there  is  a  restaurant  called 
the  Cafe  de  Paris;  and  here  in  a  private 
room,  one  afternoon  early  in  June,  were 
gathered  three  Americans,  just  about  to 
beg-in  their  lunch.  They  had  fallen  into 
the  French  habit  of  g-etiins^  throufrh  the 
morn i US'  with  no  other  r 
a  roll  and  a  cup  of  col^ 
were  wont  to  find  themselves  ready  for 
a  more  ample  mid-day  breakfast  shortly 
after  twelve.  The  low  ceiling  of  the  en- 
tresol seemed  to  make  the  room  in  which 
they  sat  smaller  than  it  was  in  reality ;  but 
the:  -  "     the  fourth  mem- 

ber -1  they  were  then 

wailing.  Tue  meion  was  on  the  table, 
and  the  sole  a  la  Moruay — a  s]>ecialty  of 
the  Cafe  de  Paris— had  been  ordered,  but 
still  Dr.  Cheever  did  not  come. 

Mr.  Laurence  Laughton  crossed  over  to 
the  window  by  Mrs.  Rudolph  Vernon. 
*'I  hope  you  are  not  very  hungry  r"  he 
said. 

**  But  I  am,"  she  answered :  **  I  am  fam- 
ished." 

**  So  am  I.*'  added  her  husband. 

**Yonr  conduct   is  unreasonable,  and 
your  feelings  are  reprehensible."  retorted 
Mr.  Laughton.      **  As  a  lady,  Mrs.  Vernon 
has  no  right  to  an  appetite;  and  as  a  i 
Mr.  Vernon  should  scorn  the  gross 
of  the  table." 

**The  idea!"  answered  Mrs.  Vernon. 
"Just  as  if  a  woman  could  live  on  air! 
Why,  Uncle  Larry,  I  am  hungry  enough 
to  eat  yon." 

Uncle  Larry  arose  quietly,  and  slyly  put 
the  table  between  himself  and  the  young 
lady  who  had  thus  proclaimed  her  can- 
nibalistic capacity.  But  this  movement 
brought  him  close  to  her  husband,  who 
seized  the  opportunity. 

''I  say.  Laughton,'"  he  began,  "'it  is 
all  very  well  to  be  a  poet  but  I  am  a  prac- 
tical man  too.  and  as  a  practical  man  I 
am  simply  starving."' 

'"Well."  said  Uncle  Larry,  '*you  will 
enjoy  that  sole  a  la  Mornay  all  the  more. 
If  it  is  as  good  now  as  it  was  last  year,  it 
is  a  poem,  and  it  is  worthy  to  be  embalm- 
ed in  verse.  I  belie-- ^  "': -*  is  the  phrase 
they  use.  isn't  it  V 

''And  ifs  a  disgusiiLg  expression  too. 


I  say,"  interposed  Mrs.  Vernon.  "  I  don't 
like  to  think  of  Rudolph  as  an  undertak- 
er. It's  bad  enough  to  have  a  d<x:or  for 
a  brother." 

*  *  By-the-way,  my  dear,"  interrupted  her 
husband,  "are  you  sure  that  you  told  the 
doctor  to  meet  us  here  r"' 

**Of  course  I  am,"  she  answered.  **He 
went  to  the  bankers  for  letters  from  home 
while  I  was  putting  on  my  hat  to  go  out. 
and  he  sent  back  a  message  to  say  that  he 
had  business,  and  couldn't  go  to  the  Salon 
with  us,  and  I  told  the  messenger  to  tell 
him  to  meet  us  here  to  lunch  at  one 
o'clock." 

*•  And  it  is  now  nearly  half  past,*'  said 
Rudolph  Vernon,  looking  at  his  watch. 

"Suppose  we  don't  wait  for  him  f 
suggested  Mrs.  Vernon.  **  You  know.  Ru- 
dolph, that  if  you  go  without  food  it  up- 
sets you  dreadfully."* 

"Well." said  Uncle  Larry. "I  I 

heard   the  dumb  dinner-bell  c: 
some  time  ago." 

"Dumb  dinner-bell  of  hunger!"  re- 
peated the  p>oet,  thoughtfully.  "It  is  a 
neat  figure,  but  scarcely  sufBcienlly  dig- 
nified for  use — except,  perhaps,  in  comic 
verse." 

"  I  should  think  you  would  find  the  pic- 
tures in  the  Salon  very  valuable  to  you," 
ventured  Uncle  Larry.  "And  it  is  a  pity 
that  the  doctor  did  not  get  there  this  morn- 
ing. Some  of  the  paintings  might  have 
been  useful  to  him — as  studies  in  anato- 

■  They  were  very  indelicate,  I  thought, " 
said  Mrs.  Vernon. 

"  But  I  get  ideas  from  them, "'continued 
her  poet-husband.  "  I  took  notes  for  two 
first-rate  sonnets.'' 

"I  saw  one  picture  which  suggested  a 
poem  to  me,"  remarked  Uncle  Larry,  with 
a  quiet  smile. 

"Indeed  '("  queried  Mr.  Rudolph  Ver- 
non. 

"It  was  one  of  Henner's.  and  it  was 
just  like  all  the  other  Henners  I  ever  saw. 
It  represented  a  young  lady — before  the 
bath.  And  it  seemed  to  me  a  perfect  il- 
lustration of  the  nurserv  rhvme : 


And  do  not  go  near  tbe  ■water.'' "" 

•  •  How  absurd !"  langhed  Mrs.  Vernon. 

"  WelL"  said  Uncle  Larry,  "it  may  be 
absurd,  but  it  is  singularly  exact.  Hen- 
ner's nymphs  have   always  hung  their 
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clothes  up,  but  they  never  are  in  the  vra- 
ter.     Now  I  believe  that — " 

But  Uncle  Larry's  artistic  creed  was  cut 
short  by  the  enti*ance  of  Dr.  Cheever. 

"'I  hope  you  have  not  waited  for  me  T' 
lie  l>eg"au,  in  a  deep,  ori*ave  voice  befitting 
a  physician  of  his  wisdom  and  reputation. 

'  *  But  we  have !"  ■  cried  his  sister.  ' '  What 
ever  did  keep  you  so  long  ?" 

^'  I  was  called  out  unexpectedly,''  he  an- 
swered, quietly, ' "  and  the  case  proved  moi*e 
important  than  I  had  supposed.''  Some- 
thing in  his  manner  warned  his  sister  not 
to  i^ress  him  further  with  questions. 

' '  Now  you  are  here,"  said  Uncle  Larry, 
'  *  we  will  proceed  with  our  bi^eakf ast-at- 
the-fork,  as  the  French  call  it." 

''Do  you  think  melon,  is  wholesome  to 
begin  a  meal  with  ?"'  asked  Vernon. 

' '  Why  not  ?"  answered  the  doctor.  ^ '  The 
French  eat  it  then,  and  they  are  not  as  dys- 
peptic as  we  are." 

"  The  French  don't  eat  pie !"  said  Uncle 
Larry,  laconically.  '^  We  do.  In  fact,  I 
have  sometimes  thought  that  the  typical 
American  might  be  defined  as  a  travelling 
interrogation  mark  with  the  dys^DeiDsia." 

' '  I  wonder, "  remarked  the  doctor,  as  the 
waiter  removed  the  melon  ^nd  brought  in 
the  sole  a  la  Mornay — '  *  I  wonder  that  no- 
body has  ever  attempted  to  explain  Ham- 
let by  the  suggestion  that  the  young  Prince 
Hamlet  has  acute  chi'onic  dyspepsia." 

' '  By-the-way,  Uncle  Larry,"  asked  Mi*s. 
Vernon, ' '  you  never  told  me  how  you  liked 
Hamlet  at  tbe  Opera  last  night  ?" 

'*  Well."  said  Uncle  Lari'y,  ^'  a  Hamlet 
who  is  a  Frenchman  and  who  sings,  is  to 
me  the  abomination  of  desolation.  But  it 
is  such  a  great  play  that  even  French  sing- 
ing can  not  spoil  it." 

'  *  The  construction  of  the  last  act  is  very 
feeble,"  remarked  the  professional  poet, 
critically. 

"Very  violent,  you  mean,"  suggested 
his  wife. 

^*In  art,  violence  is  feebleness.  And 
the  fifth  act  of  Hamlet  is  the  acme  of  tur- 
bulent muddle." 

Uncle  Larry  and  Dr.  Cheever  exchanged 
quick  glances  as  Vernon  continued : 

*'  I  do  not  deny  that  it  is  a  great  play,  a 
proi^hetic  play  even,  and  deeiily  philosoph- 
ical. Indeed,  nowhere  is  the  Weltschmerz 
and  the  Zeitgeist  more  plainly  voiced  than 
in  Hamlet ;  but,  for  all  that,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  last  act  is  grossly  inartistic." 

''The  idea  of  Ophelia's  singing  as  she 
floats  down  the  river  is  absui'd,"  said  Mrs. 


Vernon,  supporting  her  husband  and  re- 
membering more  accurately  the  opera  of 
yi.  Ambroise  Thomas  than  the  ti*agedy  of 
William  Shakesi>eai*e. 

''People  talk  about  Shakespeare's  great- 
ness," continued  Rudolph  Vernon,  "and 
he  was  great ;  but  look  at  the  chance  he  had. 
He  came  in  the  nick  of  time,  when  men 
and  women  had  passions,  and  before  all 
the  words  were  worn  out.  I'd  like  to  see 
what  Shakespeare  would  do  now,  when 
men  and  women  have  milk  in  their  veins 
instead  of  blood,  and  when  nearly  all  the 
fine  words  in  the  language  are  second- 
hand." 

"You  do  not  believe  in  a  modern  Ham- 
let, then  ?"  asked  Dr.  Cheever. 

"No;  nor  in  a  modern  Ophelia.  Wo- 
men do  not  go  mad  and  drown  themselves 
nowadays.  If  they  are  jilted  by  Hamlet, 
they  marry  Guilden stern  or  Eosencrantz, 
or,  better  yet,  young  Fortinbras." 

' '  Oh,  Rudolph,  how  can  you  l^e  so  un- 
just !"  was  his  wife's  protest.  ' '  I  am  sui-e 
that  women  love  with  as  much  passion 
and  self-sacrifice  as  ever.  Why,  at  Ma- 
dame Parlier's  Institute  for  Young  La- 
dies I  knew  two  or  thi^ee  girls  quite  capa- 
ble of  loving  as  Juliet  did  and  of  dying 
like  Juliet." 

' '  You  are  f  ortunPcte  in  your  acquaint- 
ance," answered  her  husband,  "more  for- 
tunate by  far  than  I,  for  I  do  not  know 
any  Ponieo." 

"Man's  love  to-day  has  more  common- 
sense,"  Dr.  Cheever  suggested. 

"Exactly,  more  common  -  sense,  and 
therefore  less  passion,  and  a  smaller  possi- 
bility of  tragedy.  Shakesi>eare  had  the 
inside  track,  and  it  is  no  use  for  us  mod- 
ern poets  to  hope  to  equal  him." 

' '  I  like  to  think  about  the  fatality  of 
love,  and  I  hate  to  hear  you  say  that  there 
ai'e  no  Pomeos  in  our  time."  said  3Ii's. 
Vernon.  "It  seems  to  take  the  romance 
out  of  life." 

■  ■  But  there  isn't  any  'X)mance  in  life 
any  longer,  "rejoined  her  husband ; ' '  that's 
my  contention.  "We  have  and  we  can 
have  no  Hamlet,  no  Ophelia,  no  Juliet — 
especially  no  Pomeo.'' 

Uncle  LaiTy  laughed,  and  suggested : 

"You  think  a  modern  lover  more  like- 
ly to  take  pepsin  pills  than  a  deadly  poi- 
son." 

"  I  do  indeed,"  was  the  poet's  answer. 
"Man  now  thinks  more  of  his  stomach 
than  of  his  heart,  and  where  is  the  poetry 
in  indifirestion,  I'd  like  to  know  I" 
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"  "Well,  I  don't  know,"  said  Uncle  Lar- 
ry, as  the  smile  faded  from  his  face.  "  I 
believe  in  tlie  fatality  of  love  even  in  tlie 
nineteenth  century.  I  have  seen  one  man 
in  love  with  a  passion  as  profound  as  any 
Romeo's,  and  his  end  was  as  tragic." 

"  Then  he  was  a  man  born  out  of  time," 
urg-ed  Rudolpli  Vernon. 

"That  may  be,"  answered  Uncle  Larry. 
"He  was  a  man  born  to  sorrow,  and  yet 
he  had  the  happiest  nature  and  the  largest 
heart  of  any  man  I  ever  knew." 

"Is  he  dead  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Vernon,  with 
a  woman's  sympathy.  "When  did  he 
die  ?•' 

"It  is  nearly  two  years  since  I  read  the 
sudden  news  of  his  death  one  summer  aft- 
ernoon. It  is  two  3^ears,  and  yet  he  has 
been  in  my  mind  all  the  morning.  It 
may  be  because  I  found  his  last  letter  to 
me  yesterday  in  my  portfolio,  and  I  had 
to  i*ead  it  again.  So  to-day  I  seem  to  see 
his  pale  handsome  face  and  his  bright 
dark  eyes.  He  had  the  nobility  of  soul 
which  makes  the  true  hero  of  tragedy." 

"But  there  is  no  tragedy  to-day,  as 
there  is  no  comedy,"  argued  Rudolph 
Vernon.  "Instead,  we  have  only  la 
trctgecUe  boiirgeoise  and  la  comedie  lar- 
moyante.'' 

"I  do  not  think  you  would  say  that  if 
you  knew  his  story — the  story  of  his  heart 
and  the  cause  of  its  breaking,"  replied 
Laurence  Laughton.  "  To  me  that  is  as 
tragic  as  anything  that  ever  happened." 

"  I  do  not  doubt  that,"  retorted  Vernon, 
hastily.  "  The  story  of  your  friend's  broken 
heart  may  be  as  tragic  as  anything  that 
ever  happened;  but  in  real  life  little  or 
nothing  happens  in  the  way  it  ought  to 
happen  artistically." 

"That  was  Balzac's  theory,"  said  Dr. 
Clieever,  in  his  deep  voice. 

"You  remind  one  of  the  French  paint- 
er Boucher,  was  it,  or  Watteau,  who  com- 
plained that  nature  put  him  out,"  said 
Uncle  Larry. 

"Balzac's  or  Boucher's,  the  theory  is 
sound  for  all  that,"  contended  the  poet. 
"In  real  life  we  have  only  the  I'aw  mate- 
rial, and  it  is  crude  and  harsh,  and  it  has 
no  beginning  and  no  end— in  an  artistic 
sense,  I  mean.  It  is  wholly  lacking  in 
synmietry  and  proportion.  And  as  mod- 
ern real  life  is  nearest  to  us,  it  is  the  least 
artistic  and  the  most  unfinished." 

"Tell  him  your  story,  Mr.  Laughton, 
and  confute  him  on  the  spot,"  suggested 
the  doctor. 


"Yes,  do  tell  us,  Uncle  Larrj-,"  said 
Mrs.  Vernon;  "and  then,  if  it  really  is 
tragic,  you  know,  why,  perhaps  Rudolph 
can  use  it  in  a  poem  after  all." 

"I'm  open  to  conviction,  of  course," 
admitted  Vernon,  "and  I'd  like  to  hear 
about  your  friend's  taking  olf,  but  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a 
rounded  and  harmonious  whole.  As  I 
said,  in  real  life  we  can  get  of  necessity 
only  fragments  out  of  a  man's  life,  and  a 
cross  section  of  a  fragment  is  not  art." 

Laurence  Laughton  hesitated  a  moment. 
The  waiter  brought  in  the  coifee,  and  the 
gentlemen  lighted  their  cigars. 

"It  seems  almost  like  sacrilege  to  the 
dead  to  tell  Ralph  Dexter's  story  merely 
to  i)rove  a  point,"  Laughton  began,  taking 
a  sharp  pull  at  his  tiny  cigar.  "But  it 
will  free  my  mind  to  tell  the  tale,  and  it 
gives  me  occasion  to  speak  well  of  him. 
He  was  the  son  of  an  old  friend  who  had 
been  very  kind  to  me  when  I  Avas  a  boy, 
and  I  tried  to  pay  to  the  son  the  debt  of 
gratitude  due  to  the  father.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  born,  and  as  an  only 
child  his  father  gave  him  a  double  share 
of  love,  for  himself  and  for  his  mother. 
But  when  he  was  only  seven  years  old 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dexter  took  command 
of  our  regiment  after  Coloiiel  Delancey 
Jones  had  been  killed  in  the  first  day's 
fight.  As  we  pressed  forward  to  repel 
Pickett's  charge.  Dexter  fell  from  his  horse, 
mortally  wounded.  He  took  my  hand  as 
I  bent  over  him,  and  said,  '  Take  care  of 
Ralph.'  The  boy  was  his  last  thought, 
and  those  were  his  last  words.  He  had 
left  a  will  appointing  me  the  boy's  guard- 
ian, and  I  do  not  believe  that  ever  did 
guardian  and  ward  get  on  better  together 
than  Ralph  and  I.  He  was  a  bright  boy, 
strong,  wholesome,  manly — a  true  boy,  as 
he  was  to  be  a  true  man.  He  worshipped 
the  memory  of  his  father,  and  in  remem- 
brance of  his  father's  death  he  wanted  to 
be  a  soldier.  At  a  competitive  examina- 
tion he  won  his  appointment  to  a  cadet- 
ship  at  West  Point.  He  enjoyed  his  four 
years  of  hard  work  there,  and  he  was 
graduated  first  in  his  class,  going  into  the 
Engineers  at  once  as  a  second  lieutenant. 
Side  by  side  with  his  enthusiasm  for  the 
soldier's  calling  lay  a  strong  interest  in 
science,  and  in  getting  into  the  Engineers 
he  had  accomplished  the  utmost  of  his 
hopes.  He  had  been  a  happy  boy ;  he  had 
passed  four  happy  years  at  West  Point; 
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and  lie  began  life  with  the  prospect  of 
happiness  full  before  him." 

As  Laughton  paused  to  light  his  cigar, 
which  he  had  suffered  to  go  out,  Mrs.  Ver- 
non interjected,  "Why,  you  said  it  was  to 
be  a  tragedy,  but  it  begins  like  a  comedy. 
I  can  almost  hear  wedding  bells  in  the 
distance." 

"Where  is  tlie  heroine  of  your  trage- 
dy ?"  asked  Vernon. 

"Well,"  said  Uncle  Larry,  inhaling  a 
mouthful  of  smoke,  "the  heroine  is  at 
hand." 

"I'm  glad  of  that,"  remarked  Mrs.  Ver- 
non, soaking  a  lump  of  sugar  in  her  coffee- 
spoon.  ' '  I  don't  like  stories  of  men  only ; 
I  want  to  hear  about  a  woman." 

"I  do  not  think  you  will  like  the  wo- 
man when  you  hear  about  her,"  answered 
Laugh  ton. 

"Why,  was  she  ugly  ?"  asked  tlie  lady. 

' '  No ;  she  was  almost  the  most  beautiful 
woman  I  ever  saw;  and  I  have  heard  you 
say  that  she  was  beautiful." 

"Why,  Uncle  Larry,  have  I  ever  seen 
her?"  inquired  Mrs,  Vernon,  eagerly. 
"When  was  it  ?  and  where  ?" 

"You  have  seen  her,  but  you  do  not 
know  her,"  answered  Laugh  ton. 

"  Oh,  how  mysterious !  Now  go  on  and 
tell  me  all  about  it,  and  where  your  friend 
met  her,  and  what  happened."  And  Mrs. 
Vernon  lifted  her  lump  of  sugar  to  her 
lips  and  settled  back  on  the  divan  which 
ran  along  one  wall  of  the  little  room. 

' '  Ralph  Dexter  got  leave  of  absence  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1881,  and 
he  came  east  for  a  change.  Some  friends 
were  going  to  Mount  Desert,  and  he  joined 
them  in  a  trip  to  that  fascinating  Summer 
School  of  Philosophy.  His  friends  went 
away  after  a  week,  but  he  staid  on.  The 
Duchess  of  Washington  Square  —  you 
know  Mrs.  Martin,  of  course  ?"  And 
Laughton  paused  for  an  answer. 

"Oh  dear  yes,"  laughed  Mrs.  Vernon. 
"  Everybody  knows  the  Duchess." 

"Then  you  know  that  she  is  a  born 
match-maker?" 

"Indeed  I  do!  Why,  it  was  she  who 
introduced  Eudolph  to  me.  The  dear  old 
soul!"  answered  Mrs.  Vernon. 

"Well,"  said  Uncle  Larry,  "then  you 
wall  not  be  surprised  to  be  told  that  she 
seized  on  Ralph  Dexter  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived, and  insisted  on  introducing  him  to 
the  most  beautiful  girl  in  Mount  Desert." 

"What  w^as  her  name?"  asked  Mrs. 
Vernon,  innocently. 


"  Her  name  was  Sibylla." 

"Sibylla  ?  That  does  not  help  me  out. 
/  never  heard  of  a  Sibylla.  Did  you  ?"  ask- 
ed Mrs.  Vernon,  turning  to  Dr.  Cheever. 

"I  have  met  a  lady  of  that  name — quite 
recently, "  answered  the  doctor,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  a  certain  significance  in  his 
tone. 

"What  was  she  like  ?"  queried  the  poet. 

"I'm  not  a  good  hand  at  an  inventory 
of  a  woman's  charms,  but  I'll  do  it  as  well 
as  I  can.  She  was  a  blonde  with  dark 
eyes.  Her  face  was  absolutely  i^erfect  in 
its  Greek  purity  and  regularity.  Her 
neck  and  arms  were  worthy  of  the  hand 
of  Phidias  or  Praxiteles;  and  magnifi- 
cent as  she  seemed,  she  had  a  certain  mar- 
ble statuesqueness  which  makes  the  allu- 
sion even  more  exact  than  it  is  compli- 
mentary. In  fact,  she  was  not  a  woman 
one  could  compliment  on  her  looks,  for 
her  beauty  was  of  so  high  an  order  that 
all  praise  seemed  inadequate  and  x^altry. 
I  heard  Mat  Hitchcock  once  say  that  she 
walked  like  a  goddess  and  danced  like  an 
angel." 

"And  where  did  this  paragon  of  per- 
fection come  from  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Vernon, 
unenthusiastically. 

"From  a  little  town  in  the  interior  of 
New  York.  Her  parents  were  poor,  and 
they  had  stinted  themselves  to  send  her  to 
a  fashionable  school  in  New  York.  Then 
she  had  rich  relatives,  and  it  was  a 
wealthy  aunt  who  had  taken  her  to  Mount 
Desert." 

"And  your  friend  Ralph  Dexter  was 
the  P^^gmalion  who  sought  to  warm  this 
cold  beauty  into  life  ?"  This  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  poet. 

' '  Yes, "  answered  Uncle  Larry ;  "he  fell 
in  love  with  her  the  instant  he  laid  eyes 
on  her,  and  to  him  love  was  no  plaything 
or  pastime;  it  was  a  passion  to  endure  till 
death.  After  three  brief  weeks  of  delight 
in  her  presence,  Ralph  had  to  go  back  to 
his  post.  He  left  a  throng  of  other  admir- 
ers around  her,  and  he  had  had  no  chance 
to  tell  her  of  his  love.  To  her,  their 
slight  intimacy  was  nothing  more  than  a 
summer  flirtation ;  to  him,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  life  and  death.  He  returned  to  his 
work,  thinking  that  she  did  not  care  for 
him,  and  he  toiled  hard  to  see  if  he  could 
not  forget,  or  at  least  forego  her.  But  it 
was  no  use.  At  Christmas  he  gave  it  up, 
and  ran  over  to  New  York  to  see  her.  She 
was  away  in  the  country,  but  she  caiiie 
back  the  last  day  of  the  year,  and  he  went 
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to  Avisli  her  a  happy  New- Year.  Cupid 
sometimes  pays  a  New-Year's  call,  al- 
though calling  has  gone  out  of  fashion 
in  New  York;  and  Ralph  Dexter  came  to 
me  after  he  left  her,  with  a  glow  in  his 
face  and  a  look  in  his  eyes  which  told  me 
he  had  hope.  How  handsome  he  was  as 
he  stood  in  my  study,  with  his  hack  to  the 
fire,  telling  me  the  desire  of  his  heart! 
What  a  fine,manly  fellow  he  was !  Perhaps 
she  had  seen  this;  perhaps  she  had  caught 
from  him  the  contagion  of  emotion;  per- 
haps she  had  really  recognized  and  re- 
spected the  depth  and  the  nohility  of  his 
nature,  and  the  strength  of  his  passion. 
The  next  day  he  saw  her  again  for  a  few 
minutes  only,  but  they  were  enough  for 
him  to  ask  her  to  be  his  wife,  and  for  her 
to  accept  him  as  her  future  husband. 
They  agreed  that  the  engagement  should 
not  be  announced,  for  he  would  not  be 
with  her  again  for  months,  and  as  an  en- 
gaged girl  she  would  not  have  so  good  a 
time." 

"Well!''  mterrupted  Mrs.  Vernon, 
"she  w^as  frank,  at  all  events." 

"She  jilted  him,  I  suppose ?"  asked  Ru- 
dolph Vernon. 

"She  married  him,"  answered  Uncle 
Larry,  calmly. 

Dr.  Cheever  looked  up  with  a  glance 
of  surprise  and  said:  " She  married  him  ? 
Sibylla  married  Ralph  ?     Are  you  sure  ?" 

"I  am  quite  sure." 

"  I  did  not  know  that,"  replied  the  doc- 
tor, resuming  his  attitude  of  silent  atten- 
tion. 

"  I  didn't  know  you  knew  anything  at 
all  about  it,"  said  the  doctor's  sister.  "At 
least  you  never  told  me  anything." 

Dr.  Cheever  smiled  gravely  and  said 
nothing.     Uncle  Larry  continued: 

"Early  in  the  spring  Ralph  Dexter  re- 
ceived an  appointment  he  had  long  Avisli- 
ed.  He  w^as  detailed  to  take  charge  of  a 
special  survey  of  the  canons  of  the  Colo- 
rado River,  a  task  Avhich  would  take  him 
several  summers,  w^hile  his  winters  would 
be  employed  in  w^orking  up  the  observa- 
tions made  during  the  w^arm  w^eather. 
He  wrote  to  me  that  the  department 
w^ould  allow  him  to  do  this  w^inter  work 
either  in  Washington  or  at  Newport." 

"I  think  Newport  is  just  as  pleasant  in 
winter  as  it  is  in  summer,"  said  Mrs.  Ver- 
non. 

"Ralph  thought  so  too,"  answered 
Laurence  Laughton,  ' '  and  he  knew  that 
Sibylla  was  fond  of  Newport— as  she  was 


of  everything  rich  and  fashionable.  Late 
in  the  spring  he  came  to  New  York.  He 
had  ten  days  to  make  ready  for  his  long 
summer  in  the  midst  of  the  marvels  of 
the  Wesit.  He  came  here  with  a  iixed 
idea — to  get  her  to  marry  him  before  he 
w^ent  away  to  his  work.  You  see,  he 
loved  her  so  much  that  his  heart  sank  at 
the  fear  of  losing  her.  He  trusted  her, 
but  he  wanted  to  make  sure.  All  he 
wished  was  to  have  her  bound  to  him 
firmly.  How  he  got  her  consent  I  can 
not  imagine,  but  I  suppose  the  hot  lire  of 
his  manly  love  must  have  thawed  her  icy 
heart.  He  succeeded  somehow  or  other, 
and  the  morning  of  his  last  day  in  New 
York  he  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  she 
had  promised  to  slip  out  with  him  that 
afternoon  to  old  Dr.  Van  Zandt's  to  be 
married  quietly  at  the  rectory.  No  one 
Avas  to  know  of  this.  It  was,  in  fact,  to  be 
only  a  legal  confirmation  or  ratification 
of  their  engagement.  The  wedding,  to 
w^hich  all  the  world  would  be  invited, was 
fixed  for  the  following  December." 

"And  so  they  Avere  married  privately  ?" 
asked  Mrs.  Vernon. 

"Yes.  I  was  standing  on  my  door- 
step, basking  in  the  pleasant  sunshine  of 
a  beautiful  afternoon  in  May,  as  Ralph 
Dexter  came  up  the  steps,  as  radiantly 
happy  as  ever  man  was.  'Uncle  Lar- 
ry,' said  he,  as  he  wrung  my  hand  with 
a  grip  of  steel,  '  I  have  been  married  near- 
ly half  an  hour.'  'Where's  the  bride  ?' 
I  asked.  'She  has  gone  home  to  dress 
for  a  swell  dinner  to-night.  I've  said 
good-by  to  her.  I  sha'n't  see  her  again 
for  nearly  six  months.  But  I  do  not 
mind  the  parting  now,  for  she  is  nline — 
mine  by  the  law  and  the  gospel.  Uncle 
Larry,  come  to  Delmonico's  and  dine  with 
me;  I'll  treat.  Let's  have  a  w^edding 
feast.'  We  had  our  dinner,  and  I  let  him 
talk  about  her  through  the  long  spring- 
evening,  as  we  walked  up  and  down  Fifth 
Avenue.  He  poured  out  his  heart  to  me. 
There  never  was  a  man  so  happy  or  so  mis- 
erable. He  had  married  her,  but  he  had 
to  leave  her  almost  at  the  steps  of  the  al- 
tar. The  parting  was  painful,  but  he  w^as 
full  of  hope  and  heart,  and  he  trusted  her. 
To  hear  him  talk  about  her  would  have 
made  you  think  that  there  was  only  one 
woman  in  the  whole  w^ide  world,  and  that 
there  never  had  been  her  equal.  Romeo 
was  not  more  rhapsodic,  nor  was  Juliet 
more  beautiful  than  she,  though  the  fair 
maid  of  Verona  had  the  advantage  of  a 
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warm  heart,  which  Sibylla  lacked.  He 
told  me  his  dreams  and  his  plans.  He 
had  a  share  in  a  mine  in  Colorado,  and 
he  was  perfecting  a  new  process  for  re- 
ducing ore,  a  patent  for  which  he  expect- 
ed in  a  few  days.  These  were  in  the  fu- 
ture. For  the  present  he  had  his  pay  and 
allowances  and  the  income  of  the  little 
property  his  mother  had  left,  and  these 
together  were  enough  for  them  to  live  on. 
He  had  had  an  unexpected  legacy  from 
an  uncle,  and  of  this  he  had  said  nothing 
to  Sibylla,  for  he  wished  to  surprise  her 
with  the  tiny  little  cottage  he  meant  to 
buy  her  in  the  outskirts  of  Newport. 
There  they  would  live  together  and  be 
happy  in  the  winter;  while  in  the  sum- 
mer, while  he  was  away  at  his  field-work, 
she  was  to  invite  her  mother  and  her  sis- 
ter to  bear  her  company.  Now  I  knew 
her  mother,  and  I  knew  she  had  no  heart, 
but  only  a  hard  ambition  in  the  place 
where  the  heart  ought  to  be.  I  thought 
the  less  Sibylla  had  to  do  with,  her  mo- 
ther, the  better  for  Ralph's  chance  of 
hapi)iness.  But  I  said  nothing.  I  never 
had  hinted  a  doubt  of  the  girl,  and,  in 
fact,  all  my  doubts  had  been  killed  by  the 
wedding.  I  never  even  told  him  he  had 
better  make  the  best  showing  he  could  be- 
fore her.  And  I  have  often  wondered 
whether  the  end  would  have  been  differ- 
ent if  he  had  told  her  of  the  house  at  New- 
port. But  I  said  nothing ;  I  let  him  talk, 
and  he  talked  of  her,  and  of  her  only,  un- 
til at  last  I  lost  sight  of  him  as  he  stood 
on  the  platform  of  the  sleeping-car  of  the 
Pacific  express.  I  watched  the  train  out 
of  the  station,  and  I  have  never  seen 
Ralph  Dexter  again  from  that  day  to  this 
— at  least,  I  think  not." 

At  this  last  remark,  added  in  a  lower 
tone.  Dr.  Cheever  shot  a  quick  glance  of 
interest  at  the  speaker.  He  took  his  cigar 
from  his  mouth  as  though  he  was  about  to 
say  something,  but  apparently  he  thought 
better  of  it,  and  he  returned  the  cigar  to 
his  lips  silently. 

It  was  Rudolph  Vernon  who  spoke :  "I 
can't  say  that  I  see  anything  tragic  in 
your  story  yet,  or  even  any  elements  of  a 
possible  tragedy.  But  go  on — say  your 
say  out.  I  will  reserve  criticism  until 
you  have  told  the  tale." 

"Yes,  go  on,  Uncle  Larry.  What  hap- 
pened ?"  asked  Mrs.  Vernon. 

"For  several  months  nothing  happen- 
ed. I  had  a  letter  now  and  again  from 
Ralph,  who  was  working  hard  by  day 


and  dreaming  dreams  by  night.  Private 
business  kept  me  from  spending  the  sum- 
mer in  Europe.  Perhaps  it  was  just  as 
well  I  was  at  home,  for  early  in  July  old 
Dr.  Van  Zandt  had  a  stroke,  and  he  never 
left  his  bed  again.  When  he  died,  toward 
tlie  end  of  August,  there  was  much  to  be 
done  to  get  the  affairs  of  the  church  in 
order,  and  most  of  this  work  was  put  on 
my  shoulders  as  senior  warden.  I  had 
been  down  to  the  Safe  Deposit  Vaults  one 
hot  day,  about  the  first  of  September,  and 
I  bought  the  first  edition  of  the  Gotham 
Gazette  to  read  on  my  way  up-town  in 
the  elevated.  The  first  telegram  which 
caught  my  eye  announced  the  death  of 
Ralph  Dexter!" 

"Poor  fellow!"  was  Mrs.  Vernon's  in- 
voluntary comment. 

"Was  it  an  accident  ?"  asked  her  bro- 
ther. 

Uncle  Larry  hesitated  a  second,  and 
then  answered:  "All  that  the  telegram 
told  me  was  the  barren  fact  of  his  death. 
It  seems  he  had  insisted  on  scaling  the 
precipitous  side  of  a  canon ;  before  he  had 
ascended  more  than  a  few  feet  he  slipped, 
and  fell  head-first  into  the  rushing  river 
below,  and  in  a  second  the  current  bore 
him  beyond  all  reach  of  help.  At  first  I 
was  stunned  by  the  shock.  I  could  not 
believe  that  the  brave  boy  I  had  known 
since  he  was  a  baby  had  had  the  life  dash- 
ed out  of  him  by  the  cruel  waters  of  the 
Colorado.  Then  I  suddenly  thought  of 
his  wife.  No  one  knew  of  their  mar- 
riage, or  even  of  their  engagement,  except 
me — and  I  doubted  if  she  were  aware  of 
my  knowledge.  I  knew  her  very  slight- 
ly; I  had  felt  the  charm  of  her  beauty, 
but  I  had  always  chilled  as  she  came  near 
me.  I  questioned  if  it  were  not  my  duty 
to  break  the  news  to  her  gently  before 
the  cold  brutality  of  a  newspaper  para- 
graph told  her  of  her  husband's  lonely 
death.  The  evening  paper  would  not 
reach  her  until  the  next  morning,  and  if 
I  took  the  three-o'clock  train  I  could  be 
in  Newport  in  time  to  meet  her  that  night. 
She  was  staying  at  the  Sargents',  and 
there  was  to  be  a  ball  that  very  evening. 
I  w^as  always  very  fond  of  Sam  Sargent's 
daughter  Dorothy,  and  she  had  sent  me 
an  invitation.  I  had  accepted,  although 
I  had  been  moved  afterward  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  going.  With  the  Gotham 
Gazette  in  my  hand  I  made  up  my  mind 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  go  to  Newport 
and  to  break  the  news  of  Ralph  Dexter's 
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death  as  best  I  could  to  Lis  unsuspecting 
wife." 

Laurence  Laug-liton  paused  in  the  tell- 
ing- of  his  tale,  and  threw  his  little  cigar 
through  the  open  Tvindow.  He  leaned 
over  the  table  and  poured  out  a  tiny  glass 
of  brandy.      Then  he  continued: 

•*  Before  eleven  o'clock  that  night  I  was 
in  Newport  and  at  Mr.  Sargent's.  I  ask- 
ed for  Sibylla,  and  I  was  told  she  was  in 
the  ball-room.  As  Sargent's  bouse  was 
not  large,  he  had  floored  over  his  lawn, 
and  the  ball-room  was  a  tent,  hung  with 
flowers,  and  lighted  by  the  electric  light 
hidden  Ijehind  Japanese  umbrellas.  As 
I  entered  the  tent  I  thought  of  Ralph 
Dexter  lying  dead  and  alone,  after  a 
struggle  with  the  angry  current  of  the 
Colorado,  while  his  wife,  for  Avhom  he 
would  have  given  his  soul,  was  dancing 
the  German  with  a  French  attache.  Aft- 
er many  vain  attempts  I  got  speech  of  her 
at  last.  She  took  my  arm,  and  I  wonder- 
ed if  she  could  hear  the  thumping  of  my 
heart.  We  walked  up  and  down  a  dim 
piazza  more  fit  for  the  confidences  of  a 
lover  than  for  the  message  I  bore.  But  if 
I  was  excited,  she  was  as  calm  as  ever. 
As  delicately  as  I  could  I  broke  the  fatal 
news." 

"  How  did  she  take  it  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Ver- 
non. 

"She  took  it  coolly.  I  had  thought 
her  cold,  but  I  confess  that  her  placidity 
astonished  me.  She  never  lost  command 
over  herself.  She  showed  no  feeling 
whatever.  She  listened  to  me  quietly, 
and  said :  '  Dear  me  I  what  a  pity  I  Such  a 
handsome  fellow  too!  and  so  loromisingl 
You  were  old  friends,  Avere  ycu  not  ?  It 
must  be  a  sad  blow  to  you.'  This  recep- 
tion fairly  staggered  me.  Plainly  enough 
she  never  suspected  that  I  knew  of  her  en- 
gagement and  of  her  marriage.  The  care- 
less way  in  which  she  brushed  aside  my 
news  and  offered  her  condolence  to  me 
was  the  last  thing  I  had  expected.  If  it 
was  self-control,  it  was  marvellous;  if  it 
was  acting,  there  was  never  belter  here 
on  the  boards  of  the  Comedie  Frangaise; 
if  it  was  hardness  of  heart,  then  it  was 
well  for  Ralph  Dexter  that  his  body  lay 
lifeless  on  the  bank  of  the  Colorado.  Just 
then  Sam  Sargent  came  out  and  joined 
us.  I  said  nothing,  but  Sibylla  began  at 
once,  and  told  him  of  Ralph's  death.  Sar- 
gent is  a  good-hearted  fellow,  coarse  at 
bottom,  it  may  be,  but  he  can  be  sym- 
pathetic.    He  knew  I  loved  Ralph,  and 


he  asked  me  for  the  details  of  his  death 
with  kindness  in  his  voice.  She  listened, 
impassive  and  statel\',  as  I  told  Sargent 
the  little  I  knew.  I  watched  her,  but  she 
never  even  changed  color.  "When  I  had 
ended,  she  said:  'I  liked  Mr.  Dexter  very 
much.  I  used  to  see  a  good  deal  of  him 
at  Mount  Desert  last  summer — we  went 
rocking  together.'  Then  she  took  Sar- 
gent's arm  and  went  into  the  house,  leav- 
ing me  speechless.  Her  indifference  was 
a])palling,  and  I  did  not  know  what  to 
think." 

"A  very  remarkable  young  woman,  I 
must  say,"  declared  Rudolph  Vernon. 

"That's  just  like  a  man,"  said  Mrs.  Ver- 
non, indignantly.  "Do  you  suppose  she 
wanted  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  her  heart 
to  a  stranger?  Of  course  she  did  not. 
She  kept  calm  before  you  and  the  rest  of 
you  men,  but  when  she  Avas  alone  she 
dropped  the  mask  of  composure  and  cried 
all  night." 

"I  might  have  given  her  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  for  a  little  while,  at  all  events, 
if-'' 

"If  what?"  insisted  Mrs.  Vernon,  with 
a  true  Avoman's  instinct  of  sex  defense. 

"If  I  had  not  met  Miss  Dorotliy  Sar- 
gent, Avho  came  to  me  in  great  distress. 
'Oh,  Uncle  Larry,'  she  said,  'what  am 
I  to  do?  Papa  is  going  to  marry  again, 
and  he's  old  enough  to  be  her  father  too, 
for  she  Avas  at  school  Avitli  me,  and  I  Avas 
a  class  ahead  of  her,  and  she  Avasn't  cleA^er 
either.  I've  no  use  for  a  step -mother 
younger  than  I  am  myself,  have  I  ?  And 
don't  you  think  he's  big  enough  to  know 
better  ?'  I  Avas  in  no  mood  to  talk  of  mar- 
rying and  of  giving  in  marriage,  but  I  did 
ask  her  Avhom  it  Avas  her  father  proposed 
to  marry." 

"It  AA^asn't  that  Sibylla,  av as  it?"  asked 
Mrs.  Vernon. 

"ItAvas." 

"But  she  had  refused  him  ?" 

"She  had  accepted  him." 

"  But  she  was  a  married  Avoman !'' 

"  No  one  knew^  that.  And  at  any  rate 
she  had  accepted  Sam  Sargent.  Noav  you 
knoAv  Avhat  manner  of  man  Sam  Sargent 
is.  He  is  a  Wall  Street  speculator,  a  man 
of  a  coarse  nature,  covered  Avith  a  layer 
of  refinement,  a  man  of  exceeding  shrewd- 
ness, a  man  Avho  worshipped  success  how- 
ever attained.  He's  here  in  Paris  now; 
he  Avas  in  a  box  opposite  us  at  the  Opera 
last  night.  Think  of  a  AA^oman's  putting 
aside  Ralph  Dexter  to  take  Sam  Sargent  I 
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She  had  found  out  that  she  wanted  wealth 
and  the  luxury  it  gives,  and  she  turned 
from  Ralph  to  Sargent.  She  had  no 
strength  of  character  —  worse  yet,  no 
heart.  Slie  was  as  weak  as  water,  and  as 
treacherous." 

"You  don't  mean  to  tell  me  that  that 
woman  actually  contemplated  higamy?"' 
demanded  Vernon. 

"Well,  I  don't  know  what  else  to  call 
it,"  answered  Uncle  Larry;  "but  she  did 
not  look  on  it  that  way.  She  thought 
that  her  marriage  to  Ralph  was  an  idle 
form,  known  only  to  the  clergyman  and 
to  themselves.  Dr.  Van  Zandt  was  dead. 
She  knew  Ralph  would  not  claim  her 
against  her  will,  and  she  believed  that  if 
she  destroyed  her  marriage  certificate — 
the  only  tangible  evidence  of  her  wedding 
— that  she  could  undo  the  past  and  be  a 
free  woman." 

"That's  feminine  logic  with  a  venge- 
ance," said  Rudolph  Vernon. 

"But  if  the  certificate  was  destroyed, 
why  shouldn't  she  remarry?''  asked  Mrs. 
Vernon,  innocently. 

"When  I  got  back  to  Xew  York  two 
days  later,"  pui^ued  Laughton.  "I  found 
on  my  desk  a  letter  from  Ralph  Dexter, 
I  was  reading  it  over  again  last  night, 
after  we  returned  from  the  Opera.  I  will 
read  it  to  you,  if  you  like.'' 

"Yes,  do.  Uncle  Larry,"  begged  Mrs. 
Vernon. 

Uncle  Larry  took  the  letter  from  his 
pocket,  and  read  it  as  well  as  he  could,  for 
his  voice  trembled,  and  more  than  once  he 
almost  broke  down. 

"In  Ca3ip  on  the  Colorado, 
"  Angi'M  30,  1882. 

"Dear  L^^-CLE  Larry, — I  got  back  to 
the  camp  last  night,  after  a  little  paseata 
up  in  the  hills  for  three  weeks,  and  I  found 
your  welcome  letter  awaiting  me.  I  was 
pretty  tired,  for  we  had  been  in  the  saddle 
thirty-four  hours  on  a  stretch,  but  I  read 
it  through,  before  I  took  off  my  coat.  I 
had  hoped  for  a  letter  from  Some  One 
Else,  but  I  was  disappointed ;  there  must 
be  a  breakdown  in  the  mail  route  some- 
w^here.  Then  I  read  over  again  the  para- 
graph in  your  letter  referring  to  her ;  and 
then  I  tumbled  into  bed  and  slept  eight- 
een hours  on  end.  It  was  nearly  noon 
the  next  day  when  I  awoke,  refreshed  and 
a  new  man.  In  truth.  I  am  a  new  man, 
improved  and  made  over  by  the  patent 
process  of  Cupid  and  Co.     I  wake  up  ev- 


ery morning  thanking  God  for  my  youth 
and  my  strength,  and,  above  all,  for  the 
joy  of  my  life.  I  am  as  happy  as  any 
man  ever  was.  My  work  is  a  delight  to 
me,  and  my  future  is  a  dream  of  bliss.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  I  build  castles  in  the 
air;  but  I  remember  what  Thoreau  says, 
and  I  am  trying  to  put  solid  foundations 
under  them.  The  mine  is  doing  splen- 
didly ;  it  is  a  boom  and  not  a  blizzard  this 
year;  and  with  experience  and  improved 
machinery  we  hope  for  even  better  luck 
next  season.  And  I  have  finer  news  yet. 
You  are  my  oldest  friend.  Uncle  Larry, 
and  my  best  friend — except  one,  and  I 
know  you  are  not  jealous  of  her—and  so  I 
will  tell  you  first.  The  patent  has  been 
granted  for  my  new  process  for  reducing 
ores.  And  what  is  more,  a  practical  man 
from  Leadville,  a  regular  mining  sharj), 
who  saw  the  working  drawings  at  my 
patent  agent's,  has  written  to  offer  me  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a  quarter  interest. 
Fifty  thousand  dollars  I  Think  of  that, 
old  man  I  I  am  a  capitalist,  a  bloated 
bondholder,  and  she  shall  marry  a  rich 
man  after  all.  We'll  make  a  raid  on  Tif- 
fany's when  I  arrive  in  New  York  in  the 
fall,  and  you  shall  help  me  pick  out  a  pair 
of  solitaires — real  solitaires,  as  the  lady 
said — which  will  give  her  ears  a  chance  to 
rival  her  eyes  in  their  sparkle. 

"  Good-by,  Uncle  Larry,  and  forever. 
When  you  read  this  I  shall  be  dead  and 
out  of  her  way.  What  use  is  life  to  me 
if  she  does  not  love  me  ?  Her  letter  has 
come  at  last,  and  I  know  the  worst.  She 
dreads  poverty,  she  breaks  with  me,  and  I 
fear  she  is  going  to  marry  another  man. 
This  is  a  bad  world,  isn't  it.  Uncle  Larry  ? 
But  I  forgive  her;  I  can  not  help  it,  for  I 
love  her  as  much  as  ever.  Poor  girl, 
how  she  must  have  suffered  before  she 
wrote  me  that  letter !  If  she  wants  money, 
she  shall  have  it — she  shall  have  all  I 
hoped  to  gain.  I  have  no  use  for  it  but  to 
make  her  happy.  There's  a  man  in  our 
party  here  who  was  a  lawyer  once,  and  he 
is  drawing  up  my  will  for  me.  I  have 
made  you  my  executor.  You  will  do  this 
last  favor  for  me,  won't  you  ?  I  leave  ev- 
erything to  her,  the  little  money  I  have  in 
bank,  my  share  in  the  mine,  my  three- 
quarters  of  the  patent— for  I  have  just 
written  to  accept  the  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  quarter.  I'd  like  her  to  have 
some  money  to  go  on  with.  You  will  at- 
tend to  all  these  things  for  me;  you  have 
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of  us.  I  saw  in  her  eyes  a  look  of  hor- 
ror or  of  fear.  I  turned  my  head,  and 
there,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  theatre, 
stood  the  same  man,  Ralph  Dexter,  or  liis 
double.  He  was  gazing  intently  at  Mrs. 
Sargent.  I  looked  at  her  again,  and  I 
saw  her  whiten  and  fall  sideways.  Her 
husband  caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  they 
left  the  box  at  once.  When  I  sought  my 
dead  friend  again  he  was  gone." 

There  was  silence  after  Laugh  ton  stopped 
speakin g.  Then  Rudolph  Vernon  remark- 
ed: "TJie  romance  of  real  life  is  better 
rounded  than  I  had  thought,  but  it  is  still 
incomplete  artistically.  There  is  more  be- 
hind these  facts,  and  to  evolve  this  unsub- 
stantial but  essential  something  is  the  duty 
of  the  literary  artist." 

"Perhaps,"  said  Dr.  Cheever,  slowly— 
"perhaps  a  physician  may  complete  the 
tale  as  well  as  an  author." 


"Why,  Richard,  what  do  you  know^ 
about  it?"  asked  his  sister. 

"Very  little,  indeed,  and  until  this 
morning  I  knew  even  less.  If  I  had  heard 
Mr.  Laughton's  story  yesterday,  I  could 
have  decided  more  promptl}^  and  more 
intelligently,  it  may  be,  but  my  decision 
would  have  been  the  same." 

"Were  you  called  in  to  attend  Mrs. 
Sargent  this  morning  ?"  asked  his  sister. 
"  Oh,  why  didn't  you  tell  us  before  ?" 

' '  I  should  not  tell  you  now  if  the  case 
were  not  hopeless.  I  could  not  go  to 
the  Salon  with  you  this  morning  because 
I  was  suddenly  summoned  to  join  two 
French  i^hysicians  in  an  examination  of 
Mrs.  Sargent's  mental  condition.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  about  it,  unfortunately; 
we  all  agreed ;  and  an  hour  before  I  join- 
ed you  here  I  signed  the  order  which  com- 
mitted her  to  an  asylum." 
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PART  I. 


LAND  hunger  is  so  general  that  it  may 
be  regarded  as  a  natural  craving. 
Artificial  modes  of  life,  it  is  true,  can  de- 
stroy it,  but  it  is  apt  to  re-assert  itself  in 
later  generations.  To  tens  of  thousands 
of  bread-winners  in  cities  a  country  home 
is  the  dream  of  the  future,  the  crown  and 
reward  of  their  life  toil.  Increasing  num- 
bers are  taking  what  would  seem  to  be 
the  wiser  coui'se.  and  are  combining  rural 
pleasures  and  advantages  with  their  busi- 
ness. As  the  questions  of  rapid  transit 
are  solved,  the  welfare  of  children  will 
turn  the  scale  more  and  more  often  against 
the  conventional  city  house  or  flat.  A 
home  can  be  created  in  rented  dwellings 
and  apartments,  but  a  home  for  which  we 
have  the  deed,  a  cottage  surrounded  by 
trees,  flowers,  lawn,  and  garden,  is  the  re- 
fuge which  best  satisfies  the  heart.  By 
means  of  such  a  suburban  nook  we  can 
keep  uj)  our  relations  with  Nature  and  all 
her  varied  and  health-giving  life.  The 
tired  man,  returning  from  business,  finds 
that  his  excited  brain  will  not  cease  to  act. 
He  can  enjoy  restoring  rest  in  the  complete 
diversion  of  his  thoughts;  he  can  think 
of  this  tree  or  that  plant,  and  how  he  can 
fill  to  advantage  unoccupied  sj^aces  with 
other  trees,  flowers,  and  vegetables.     If 


there  is  a  Jersey  cow  to  welcome  him  with 
her  placid  trust,  a  good  roadster  to  whin- 
ny for  an  airing,  and  a  flock  of  chickens 
to  clamor  about  his  feet  for  their  supper, 
his  jangling  nerves  will  be  quieted  in  spite 
of  all  the  bulls  and  bears  of  Wall  Street. 
Best  of  all,  he  will  see  that  his  children 
have  air  and  space  in  which  to  grow  nat- 
urally, healthfully.  His  fruit  trees  will 
testify  to  his  wisdom  in  providing  a  coun- 
try home.  For  instance,  he  ^'ill  observe 
that  if  sound  plums  are  left  in  contact 
with  stung  and  decaying  specimens,  they 
too  will  be  infected ;  he  will  see  that  too 
close  crowding  renders  the  prospect  for 
good  fruit  doubtful ;  and,  by  natural  tran- 
sition of  thought,  will  be  glad  that  his  boys 
and  girls  are  not  shut  in  to  the  fortuitous 
associations  of  hallway  and  street. 

The  area  of  land  purchased  will  depend 
largely  on  the  desires  and  purse  of  the 
buj^er,  but  about  one  acre  appears  to  satis- 
fy the  majority  of  people.  This  amount 
is  not  so  great  that  the  business  man  is 
burdened  with  care,  nor  is  its  limit  so  small 
that  he  is  cramped  and  thwarted  by  line 
fences.  If  he  can  give  to  his  bit  of  Eden 
but  little  thought  and  money,  he  will  find 
that  an  acre  can  be  so  laid  out  as  to  entail 
comparatively  small  expense  in  either  the 
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one  or  the  otlier:  if  he  has  the  time  and 
taste  to  make  the  land  his  pkiy-groiind 
as  well  as  that  of  his  children,  scope  is 
afforded  for  an  almost  infinite  variety  of 
pleasing  lahors  and  interesting  experi- 
ments. When  we  come  to  co-work  with 
Nature,  all  we  do  has  some  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  an  experiment.  The  labor  of 
the  year  is  a  game  of  skill,  into  which  also 
enter  the  fascinating  elements  of  apparent 
chance.  What  a  tree,  a  flower,  or  vege- 
table bed  will  give  depends  chiefly  upon 
us,  yet  all  the  vicissitudes  of  dew,  rain, 
frost,  and  sun  have  their  part  in  the  re- 
sult. We  play  the  game  with  Nature,  and 
she  will  usually  let  us  win  if  we  are  not 
careless,  ignorant,  or  stupid.  She  keeps 
up  our  zest  by  never  permitting  the  game 
to  be  played  twice  under  the  same  condi- 
tions. We  can  no  more  carry  on  our  gar- 
den this  season  precisely  as  we  did  last 
year  than  a  captain  can  sail  his  ship  ex- 
actly as  he  did  on  the  preceding  voyage. 
A  country  home  makes  even  the  weather 
interesting,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
mercury  is  watched  with  scarcely  less  so- 
licitude than  the  mutations  of  the  market. 

In  this  paper  and  in  those  which  may 
ensue  I  merely  hope  to  make  some  useful 
suggestions  and  give  practical  advice — the 
result  of  experience,  my  own  and  others' 
— which  the  reader  can  carry  out  and 
modify  according  to  his  judgment. 

We  will  suppose  that  an  acre  has  been 
bought,  that  it  is  comparatively  level, with 
nothing  of  especial  value  upon  it — in  brief, 
that  the  home  and  its  surroundings  are 
still  to  be  created. 

It  is  not  within  my  design  to  treat  of 
the  dwelling,  its  architecture,  etc..  but  we 
shall  have  something  to  say  further  on  in 
regard  to  its  location.  Before  purchasing, 
the  most  careful  investigations  should  be 
made  as  to  the  healthfulnessof  the  region 
and  the  opportunities  for  thorough  drain- 
age. Having  bought  the  acre,  the  ques- 
tion of  removing  all  undue  accumulations 
of  water  on  or  beneath  the  surface  should 
be  attended  to  at  first.  The  dry  appear- 
ance of  the  soil  during  much  of  the  year 
may  be  misleading.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  there  are  equinoctial  storms  and 
melting  snows.  Superabundant  moisture 
at  every  period  should  have  channels  of 
immediate  escape,  for  moisture  in  excess  is 
an  injury  to  plant  as  well  as  to  family  life, 
while  thoroughly  and  quickly  drained 
land  endures  drought  far  better  than  that 
which  is  rendered  heavv  and  sour  by  wa- 


ter stagnating  beneath  the  surface.  Tile 
drains  are  usually  the  cheapest  and  most 
etfective,  but  if  there  are  stones  and  rocks 
upon  the  place,  they  can  be  utilized  and 
disposed  of  at  the  same  time  by  their  bur- 
ial in  ditches,  and  they  should  be  covered 
so  deeply  that  a  plough,  although  sunk  to 
the  beam,  can  pass  over  them.  Tiles  or 
the  top  of  a  stone  drain  should  be  at  least 
two  feet  below  the  surface.  If  the  ground 
of  the  acre  is  underlaid  with  a  porous  sub- 
soil, there  is  usually  an  adequate  natural 
drainage. 

Making  haste  slowly  is  often  the  quick- 
est way  to  desired  results.  It  is  the  usu- 
al method  to  erect  the  dwelling  first,  and 
afterward  to  subdue  and  enrich  the  ground 
gradually.  This,  in  many  instances,  may 
prove  the  best  course,  but  when  it  is  prac- 
ticable, I  should  advise  that  building  be 
deferred  until  the  land  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  spaces  to  be  occupied  with  the 
house  and  barn)  can  be  covered  with  a 
heavy  dressing  of  barn -yard  manure,  and 
that  this  be  ploughed  under  in  the  au- 
tumn. Such  general  enriching  of  the 
soil  may  seem  a  waste  in  view  of  the  car- 
riage drive  and  walks  yet  to  be  laid  out, 
but  this  will  not  prove  true.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  while  certain  parts  of 
the  place  are  to  be  kept  bare  of  surface 
vegetation,  they  nevertheless  will  form  a 
portion  of  the  root  pasturage  of  the  shade 
and  fruit  trees.  The  land,  also,  can  be 
more  evenly  and  deeply  ploughed  before 
obstructions  are  placed  upon  it.  and  roots, 
pestiferous  weeds,  and  stones  removed  with 
gi'eatest  economy.  Moreover,  the  good  in- 
itial enriching  is  capital,  hoarded  in  the 
soil,  to  start  with.  On  many  new  places 
I  have  seen  trees  and  plants  beginning  a 
feeble  and  uncertain  life,  barely  existing 
rather  than  growing,  because  their  roots 
found  the  soil  like  a  table  with  dishes  but 
without  food.  If  the  fertilizer  is  ploughed 
under  in  the  autumn,  again  mixed  with 
the  soil  by  a  second  ploughing  in  the 
spring,  it  will  be  decomposed  and  ready 
for  immediate  use  by  every  rootlet  in  con- 
tact with  it.  Now,  as  farmers  say,  the 
"land  is  in  good  heart," and  it  will  cheer 
its  owner's  heart  to  see  the  growth 
promptly  made  by  whatever  is  properly 
planted.  Instead  of  losing  time,  he  has 
gained  years.  Suppose  the  acre  to  have 
been  bought  in  September,  and  treated  as 
I  have  indicated,  it  is  ready  for  a  generous 
reception  of  plants  and  trees  the  following 
spring. 
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Possibly  at  the  time  of  purchase  the 
acre  may  be  covered  with  coarse  grass, 
weeds,  or  undergrowth  of  some  kind. 
In  this  case,  after  the  initial  ploughing, 
the  cultivation  for  a  season  of  some  such 
crop  as  corn  or  potatoes  may  be  of  great 
advantage  in  clearing  the  land,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  crop  would  partially  meet 
expenses.  If  the  aim  is  merely  to  subdue 
and  clean  the  land  as  quickly  as  possible, 
nothing  is  better  than  buckwheat,  sown 
thickly,  and  ploughed  under  just  as  it 
comes  into  blossom.  It  is  the  nature  of 
this  rampant -growing  grain  to  kill  out 
everything  else  and  leave  the  soil  light 
and  mellow.  If  the  ground  is  encumber- 
ed with  many  stones  and  rocks,  the  ques- 
tion of  clearing  it  is  more  complicated. 
They  can  be  used,  and  often  sold  to  ad- 
vantage, for  building  purposes.  In  some 
instances  I  have  seen  laboring  men  clear 
the  most  unpromising  plots  of  ground  by 
burying  all  rocks  and  stones  deeply  be- 
neath the  surface — men,  too,  who  had  no 
other  time  for  the  task  except  the  brief 
hours  before  and  after  their  daily  toil. 

I  shall  give  no  distinct  plan  for  lay- 
ing out  the  ground.  The  taste  of  the 
owner,  or  more  probably  that  of  his  wife, 
will  now  come  into  play.  Their  ideas  also 
will  be  modified  by  many  local  circum- 
stances, as,  for  instance,  the  undulations 
of  the  land,  if  there  are  any,  proximity  to 
neighbors,  etc.  If  little  besides  shade  and 
lawn  is  desired,  this  fact  will  have  a  con- 
trolling influence;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  proprietor  wishes  to  make  his  acre  as 
productive  as  possible,  the  house  will  be 
built  nearer  the  street,  wider  open  space 
will  be  left  for  the  garden,  and  fruit  trees 
will  predominate  over  those  grown  mere- 
ly for  shade  and  beauty.  There  are  few 
who  would  care  to  follow  a  plan  which 
many  others  had  adopted.  Indeed,  it 
would  be  the  natural  wish  of  persons  of 
taste  to  impart  something  of  their  own  in- 
dividuality to  their  rural  home,  and  the  ef- 
fort to  do  this  would  afford  much  agreeable 
occupation.  Plates  giving  the  elevation 
and  arrangement  of  country  homes  can 
be  studied  by  the  evening  lamp,  visits  to 
places  noted  for  their  beauty,  simplicity, 
and  good  taste  will  afford  motives  for 
many  a  breezy  drive,  while  useful  sug- 
gestions from  what  had  been  accomplish- 
ed by  others  may  repay  for  an  extended 
journey.  Such  observations  and  study 
will  cost  little  more  than  an  agreeable  ex- 
penditure of  time,  and  surely  a  home  is 


worth  careful  thought.  It  then  truly  be- 
comes your  home;  something  that  you 
have  evolved  with  loving  effort. 

We  will  suppose  that  it  is  early  spring, 
that  the  ground  has  received  its  second 
ploughing,  and  that  the  carriage  drive 
and  the  main  walks  have  been  marked 
out  on  paper,  or,  better  still,  on  a  careful- 
ly considered  map.  There  is  now  so  much 
to  do  that  one  is  almost  bewildered,  and 
the  old  saying,  "Rome  was  not  built  in  a 
day,"  is  a  good  thing  to  remember.  An 
ordinary  succession  of  labor  will  bring 
beauty  and  comfort  in  good  time,  especial- 
ly if  essential  or  foundation  labors  are 
first  well  performed.  Few  things  will 
prove  more  satisfactory  than  dry,  hard, 
smooth  carriage  roads  and  walks.  These, 
with  their  curves,  can  be  carefully  staked 
out,  the  surface  earth  between  the  stakes 
to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  inches  carted 
to  the  rear  of  the  place  near  the  stable,  or 
the  place  where  the  stable  is  to  be.  Of 
the  value  of  this  surface  soil  we  w^ll  speak 
presently,  and  will  remark  in  passing  that 
it  is  amply  worth  the  trouble  of  saving. 
Its  removal  leaves  the  beds  of  the  drive- 
way and  walks  depressed  several  inches 
below  the  surrounding  surface.  Fill  these 
shallow  excavations  with  little  stones,  the 
larger  in  the  bottom,  the  smaller  on  top, 
and  cover  all  with  gravel.  You  now 
have  roads  and  walks  that  will  be  dry  and 
hard  even  in  oozy  Marcli,  and  you  can 
stroll  about  your  place  the  moment  the 
heaviest  shower  is  over.  The  greater  first 
cost  will  be  more  than  made  good  by  the 
fact  that  scarcely  a  weed  can  start  or  grow 
on  pathways  thus  treated.  All  they  will 
need  is  an  occasional  rounding  up  and 
smoothing  with  a  rake. 

While  this  labor  is  going  on  you  can 
begin  the  planting  of  trees.  To  this  task 
I  would  earnestly  ask  careful  attention. 
Your  house  can  be  built  in  a  summer,  but 
it  requires  a  good  part  of  a  century  to 
build  the  best  trees  into  anything  like  per- 
fection. The  usual  tendency  is  to  plant 
much  too  closely.  Observe  well-devel- 
oped trees,  and  see  how  wide  a  space  they 
require.  There  is  naturally  an  eager  wish 
for  shade  as  soon  as  possible,  and  a  desire 
to  banish  from  surroundings  an  aspect  of 
bareness.  These  purposes  can,  it  is  true, 
often  be  accomplished  by  setting  out  more 
trees  at  first  than  could  mature,  and  by  tak- 
ing out  one  and  another  from  time  to  time 
when  they  begin  to  interfere  with  each 
other's  growth.      One  symmetrical,  noble 
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tree,  however,  is  certainly  worth  more 
than  a  dozen  distorted,  missliapen  speci- 
mens. If  given  space,  every  kind  of  tree 
and  shrub  will  develop  its  own  individu- 
ality, and  herein  lies  one  of  their  greatest 
charms.  If  the  oak  typifies  manhood,  the 
drooping  elm  is  equally  suggestive  of  fem- 
inine grace,  while  the  sugar-maple,  prod- 
igal of  its  rich  juices,  tasselled  bloom,  and 
winged  seeds,  reminds  us  of  wholesome, 
cheerful  natures.  Even  when  dying,  its 
foliage  takes  on  the  earliest  and  richest 
hues  of  autumn. 

The  trees  about  our  door  become  in  a 
sense  our  companions.  They  appeal  to 
the  eye,  fancy,  and  feelings  of  ditt'erent 
people  differently.  Therefore  I  shall  leave 
the  choice  of  arboreal  associates  to  those 
who  are  to  plant  them — a  choice  best 
guided  by  observation  of  trees.  Why 
should  you  not  plant  those  you  like  the 
best,  those  which  are  the  most  congenial  ? 

A  few  suggestions,  however,  may  be  use- 
ful. I  would  advise  the  reader  not  to  be 
in  too  great  haste  to  fill  up  his  grounds. 
While  there  are  trees  to  which  his  choice 
reverts  almost  instantly,  there  are  i^rob- 
ably  many  other  beautiful  varieties  with 
which  he  is  not  acquainted.  If  he  has 
kept  space  for  the  planting  of  something 
new  every  spring  and  fall,  he  has  done 
much  to  preserve  his  zest  in  his  rural  sur- 
roundings, and  to  give  a  pleasing  direction 
to  his  summer  observation.  He  is  ever  on 
the  alert  to  discover  trees  and  shrubs  that 
satisfy  his  taste. 

When  preparing  these  papers  I  visited 
the  grounds  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Fuller,  at  Ridge- 
wood,  New  Jersey,  and  for  ar  hour  or 
two  I  broke  the  tenth  commandment  in 
spite  of  myself.  I  was  surrounded  by 
trees  from  almost  every  portion  of  the 
northern  temperate  zone,  from  Oregon  to 
Japan ;  and  in  Mr.  Fuller  I  had  a  guide 
whose  sympathy  with  his  arboreal  pets 
was  only  equalled  by  his  knowledge  of 
their  characteristics.  All  wlio  love  trees 
should  possess  his  book,  entitled  Practical 
Forestry.  If  it  could  only  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  law-makers,  and  they  com- 
X^elled  to  learn  much  of  its  contents  by 
heart,  they  would  cease  to  be  more  or  less 
conscious  traitors  to  their  country  in  al- 
lowing the  destruction  of  forests. 

Japan  appears  to  be  doing  as  much  to 
adorn  our  lawns  and  gardens  as  our  draw- 
ing-rooms, and  from  this  and  other  for- 
eign lands  much  that  is  beautiful  or  cu- 
rious is  coming  annually  to  our  shores. 


At  the  same  time  I  was  convinced  of  the 
wisdom  of  Mr.  Fuller's  appreciation  of  our 
native  trees.  In  few  instances  would  we 
have  to  go  far  from  home  to  find  nearly 
all  that  we  wanted  in  beautiful  variety — 
maples,  dogwoods,  scarlet  and  chestnut 
oaks,  the  liquidambar,  the  whitewood  or 
tulip  tree,  white  birch,  and  liornl)eam,  or 
tlie  hop-tree,  not  to  speak  of  the  ever- 
greens and  shrubs  indigenous  to  our  for- 
ests. Perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  persimmon,  so  well  remembered 
by  old  campaigners  in  Virginia,  will  grow 
readily  in  this  latitude.  Tliere  are  forests 
of  this  tree  around  Paterson.  New  Jersey, 
and  it  has  been  known  to  endure  twenty- 
seven  degrees  below  zero.  It  is  a  hand- 
some tree  at  any  season,  and  its  fruit  in 
November  caused  much  straggling  from 
our  line  of  march  in  tlie  South.  Then 
there  is  our  clean-boled,  graceful  beech, 
whose  smooth  white  bark  has  received  so 
many  tender  confidences. 

Tliere  is  one  objection  to  the  beech, 
which  also  lies  against  the  white  oak — it 
does  not  drop  its  leaves  within  the  space 
of  a  few  autumn  daj's.  Tlie  bleached  fo- 
liage is  falling  all  winter  long,  thus  giv- 
ing the  ground  near  an  untidy  aspect. 
With  some,  the  question  of  absolute  neat- 
ness is  paramount ;  with  others,  leaves  are 
clean  dirt,  and  their  rustle  in  the  wind 
does  not  cease  to  be  music  even  after  they 
have  fallen. 

In  gratifj'ing  our  taste  for  native  trees 
we  need  not  confine  ourselves  to  those  in- 
digenous to  our  own  locality.  From  the 
nurseries  we  can  obtain  specimens  that 
beautify  other  regions  of  our  broad  land, 
as,  for  instance,  the  Kentucky  yellow- 
wood,  the  papaw,  the  Judas-tree,  and,  in 
the  latitude  of  New  Jersey  and  south- 
ward, the  holly. 

In  many  instances  the  purchaser  of  the 
acre  may  find  a  lasting  pleasure  in  devel- 
oping a  specialty.  He  may  desire  to  gath- 
er about  him  all  the  drooping  or  weeping 
trees  that  will  grow  in  his  latitude,  or  he 
may  choose  to  turn  his  acre  largely  into 
a  nut  orchard,  and  delight  his  children 
with  a  harvest  which  they  will  gather 
with  all  the  zest  of  the  f  riskj'  red  squirrel. 
If  one  could  succeed  in  obtaining  a  bear- 
ing tree  of  Hale's  paper-shell  hickory-nut, 
he  would  have  a  prize  indeed. 

In  passing  from  this  subject  of  choice 
in  deciduous  trees  and  shrubs.  I  would 
suggest,  in  addition  to  visits  to  woods  and 
copse,  to  the  well-ornamented  places  of 
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men  wlio  have  long  gratified  a  fine  taste 
in  this  respect,  that  the  reader  also  make 
thne  to  see  occasionally  a  nursery  like  that 
of  S.  B.  Parsons  and  Co.,  at  Flushing, 
New  York.  Tliere  is  no  teaching  like 
that  of  the  eyes,  and  the  amateur  who 
would  do  a  bit  of  landscape  gardening 
about  liis  own  home  learns  what  he  would 
like  and  what  he  can  do  by  seeing  shrubs 
and  trees  in  their  various  stages  of  growth 
and  beauty. 

As  a  rule,  I  have  not  much  sympathy 
with  the  effort  to  set  out  large  trees  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  shade  more  quickly. 
The  trees  have  to  be  trimmed  up  and  cut 
back  so  greatly  that  their  symmetry  is 
often  destro^^ed.  They  are  also  apt  to  be 
checked  in  their  growth  so  seriously  by 
such  removal  that  a  slender  sapling, 
planted  at  the  same  time,  overtakes  and 
passes  them.  I  prefer  a  young  tree, 
straight-stemmed,  healthy,  and  typical  of 
its  species  or  variety.  Still,  when  large 
trees  can  be  removed  in  winter  w^ith  a  great 
ball  of  frozen  earth  that  insures  the  pre- 
servation of  the  fibrous  roots,  much  time 
can  be  saved.  It  should  ever  be  remem- 
bered that  prompt,  rapid  growth  of  the 
transplanted  tree  depends  on  two  things — 
l^lenty  of  small  fibrous  roots,  and  a  fertile 
soil  to  receive  them.  It  usually  happens 
that  the  x^urcliaser  employs  a  local  citizen 
to  aid  in  putting  his  ground  in  order.  In 
every  rural  neighborhood  there  are  smart 
men:  smart  is  the  proper  adjective,  for 
they  are  neither  sagacious  nor  trust- 
worthy, and  there  is  ever  a  dismal  hiatus 
between  their  promises  and  performance. 
Such  men  lie  in  wait  for  new-comers,  to 
take  advantage  of  their  inexperience  and 
necessary  absence.  They  will  assure  their 
confiding  employers  that  they  are  beyond 
learning  anything  new  in  the  planting  of 
trees — which  is  true,  in  a  sinister  sense. 
They  will  leave  roots  exposed  to  sun  and 
wind;  in  brief,  pay  no  more  attention  to 
them  than  a  baby-farmer  Avould  bestow 
on  an  infant's  appetite,  and  then,  when 
convenient,  thrust  them  into  a  hole  scarce- 
ly large  enough  for  a  post.  They  expect 
to  receive  their  money  long  before  the  dis- 
honest character  of  their  work  can  be  dis- 
covered. The  number  of  trees  Tvhich  this 
class  of  men  have  dwarfed  or  killed  out- 
right would  make  a  forest.  The  result  of 
a  well-meaning  yet  ignorant  man's  work 
might  be  equally  unsatisfactory.  There- 
fore the  purchaser  of  the  acre  should  know 
how  a  tree  should  be  planted,  and  see  to 


it  himself,  or  he  should  by  careful  inquiry 
select  a  man  for  the  task  who  could  bring 
testimonials  from  those  to  ^vhom  he  had 
rendered  like  services  in  the  x^ast. 

The  hole  destined  to  receive  a  shade  or 
fruit  tree  should  be  at  least  three  feet  in 
diameter  and  two  feet  deep.  It  then 
should  be  partially  filled  with  good  sur- 
face soil,  upon  which  the  tree  should 
stand,  so  that  its  roots  could  extend  nat- 
urally according  to  their  original  growth. 
Good  fine  loam  should  be  sifted  through 
and  over  them,  and  they  should  not  be 
l^ermitted  to  come  in  contact  with  decay- 
ing matter  or  coarse,  unfermented  ma- 
nure. The  tree  should  be  set  as  deeply  in 
the  soil  as  it  stood  when  first  taken  up. 
As  the  earth  is  thrown  gently  through 
and  over  the  roots  it  should  be  packed 
lightly  against  them  with  the  foot,  and 
water,  should  the  season  be  rather  dry  and 
warm,  poured  in  from  time  to  time  to  set- 
tle the  fine  soil  about  them.  Tlie  surface 
should  be  levelled  at  lastwdth  a  slight  dip 
toward  the  tree,  so  that  spring  and  sum- 
mer rains  may  be  retained  directly  about 
the  roots.  Then  a  mulch  of  coarse  ma- 
nure is  helpful,  for  it  keeps  the  surface 
moist,  and  its  richness  will  reach  the  roots 
gradually  in  a  diluted  form.  A  mulch  of 
straw,  leaves,  or  coarse  hay  is  better  than 
none  at  all.  After  being  planted,  three 
stout  stakes  should  be  inserted  firmly  in 
the  earth  at  the  three  points  of  a  triangle, 
the  tree  being  its  centre.  Then  by  a  rope 
of  straw  or  some  soft  material  the  tree 
should  be  braced  firmly  between  the  pro- 
tecting stakes,  and  thus  it  is  kept  from 
being  whipped  around  by  the  wind. 
Should  periods  of  drought  ensue  during 
the  growing  season,  it  w^ould  be  well  to 
rake  the  mulch  one  side,  and  saturate  the 
ground  around  the  young  tree  with  an 
abundance  of  water,  and  the  mulch  after- 
ward spread  as  before.  Such  watering  is 
often  essential,  and  it  should  be  thorough. 

Speaking  of  trees,  it  may  so  happen 
that  the  acre  is  already  in  forest.  Tlien, 
indeed,  there  should  be  careful  discrimina- 
tion in  the  use  of  the  axe.  It  may  be  said 
that  a  fine  tree  is  in  the  way  of  the  dwell- 
ing. Perhaps  the  proposed  dwelling  is  in 
the  way  of  the  tree.  In  England  the 
work  of  "  groving,"  or  thinning  out  trees, 
is  carried  to  the  perfection  of  a  fine  art. 
One  shudders  at  the  havoc  wiiich  might 
be  made  by  a  stolid  laborer.  Indeed,  to 
nearly  all  who  could  be  employed  in  pre- 
paring a  wooded   acre    for  habitation,  a 
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tree  would  be  looked  upon  as  little  more 
than  so  much  cord-wood  or  lumber. 

The  couifei'te  should  not  be  neglected. 
They  ai*e  always  beautiful,  easily  man- 
aged, and  by  means  of  them  beautiful  ef- 
fects can  be  created  within  comparative- 
ly small  space.  On  Mr.  Fuller's  grounds 
I  saw  what  might  be  fittingly  termed  a 
small  parterre  of  dwarf  evergreens,  some 
of  which  were  twenty-five  yeai^s  old. 

What  I  have  said  about  forming  the  ac- 
quaintance of  deciduous  ti'ees  and  shrubs 
before  planting  to  any  great  extent,  ap- 
plies with  even  greater  force  to  the  ever- 
green family.  There  is  a  large  and  beau- 
tiful variety  from  which  to  choose,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  the  choice  be  made 
chiefly  from  the  dwarf -growing  kinds, 
since  the  space  of  one  acre  is  too  limited 
for  much  indulgence  in  Norway  spruces, 
the  firs,  or  pines.  An  hour  with  a  note- 
book spent  in  grounds  like  those  of  Mr. 
Fuller  would  do  more  in  aiding  a  satis- 
factory selection  than  years  of  reading. 
Moreover,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
many  beautiful  evergreens,  especially 
those  of  foreign  origin,  are  but  half  hardy. 
The  amateur  may  find  that  after  an  ex- 
ceptionally severe  winter  some  lovely 
specimen,  which  has  grown  to  fill  a  large 
space  in  his  heart,  as  well  as  on  his  acre, 
has  been  killed.  There  is  an  ample  choice 
from  entirely  hardy  varieties  for  every 
locality,  and  these,  b\'  careful  inquiry  of 
trustworthy  nui*serymen,  should  be  ob- 
tained. 

Moreover,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
few  evergreens  will  thrive  in  a  wet.  heavy 
soil.  If  nature  has  not  provided  thorough 
drainage  by  means  of  a  porous  subsoil,  the 
work  must  be  done  artificially.  As  a  rule, 
light  but  not  poor  soils,  and  warm  ex- 
posures, are  best  adapted  to  this  genus  of 
ti-^es. 

I  think  that  all  authorities  agree  sub- 
stantially that  spring  in  our  climate  is 
the  best  time  for  the  transplanting  of 
evergreens,  but  they  differ  between  ear- 
ly and  advanced  spring.  The  late  Mr. 
A.  J.  Downing  preferred  early  spring; 
that  is.  as  soon  as  the  frost  is  out  and  the 
ground  dry  euough  to  crumble  freely. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Fuller  indorses  this  opinion. 
Mr.  Josiah  Hoopes.  author  of  a  valuable 
work  entitled  The  Book  of  Evergreens. 
advises  that  transplanting  be  deferred  to 
later  spring,  when  the  young  trees  are 
just  beginning  their  season's  gi'owth,  and 
this  view  has  the  approval  of  Hon.  Mar- 


shall P.  Wilder  and  Mr.  S.  B.  Parsons, 
Jun.,Superintendent  of  City  Parks.  Abun 
dant  success  is  undoubtedly  achieved  at 
both  seasons;  but  should  a  hot,  dry  i)eri(xl 
ensue  after  the  later  planting— earl}-  May. 
for  instance — only  abundant  watering  and 
diligent  mulching  will  save  the  trees. 

It  should  be  carefully  I'ememl^ered  that 
the  evergi'eeu  families  do  not  possess  the 
vitality  of  deciduous  trees,  and  are  more 
easily  injured  or  killed  by  i*emoval.  The 
roots  of  the  former  are  moi*e  sensitive  to 
exposure  to  dry  air  and  to  sunlight,  and 
much  more  certainty  of  life  and  growth 
is  secured  if  the  transfer  can  be  accom- 
plished in  cloudy  or  rainy  weather.  The 
roots  should  never  be  permitted  to  become 
dry,  and  it  is  well  also  to  sprinkle  the 
foliage  at  the  time  of  planting.  More- 
over, do  not  permit  careless  workmen  to 
save  a  few  minutes  in  the  digging  of  the 
trees.  Every  fibrous  root  that  can  be 
preserved  intact  is  a  promise  of  life  and 
vigor.  If  a  nui*sery-man  should  send  me 
an  assortment  of  evergreens  with  only  the 
large  woody  roots  left,  I  should  i-efuse  to 
receive  the  trees. 

What  I  have  said  in  opposition  to  the 
transplanting  of  large  trees  applies  with 
greater  force  to  evergreens.  Mr.  Hoopes 
writes:  "An  error  into  which  many  un- 
practiced  planters  frequently  fall  is  that 
of  planting  large  ti*ees,  and  it  is  one  which 
we  consider  opposed  to  .sound  common- 
sense.  We  are  aware  that  the  owner  of 
every  new  place  is  anxious  to  produce 
wliat  is  usually  known  as  an  immediate 
effect,  and  therefore  he  proceeds  to  plant 
large  evergreens,  covering  his  grounds 
with  great  unsightly  trees.  In  almost 
every  case  of  this  kind  the  lower  limbs 
ai*e  apt  to  die,  and  thus  greatly  disfigure 
the  symmetr\-  of  the  trees.  Young,  healthy 
plants,  when  carefully  taken  up  and  as 
properly  replanted,  are  never  subject  to 
this  disfigurement,  and  are  almost  certain 
to  form  handsome  specimens.*' 

Any  one  who  has  seen  the  beautiful 
pyramids,  cones,  and  mounds  of  green 
into  which  so  many  varieties  develop, 
if  permitted  to  gi'ow  according  to  the  laws 
of  their  being,  should  not  be  induced  to 
purchase  old  and  large  trees  which  nui*s- 
ery-men  are  often  anxious  to  part  with 
before  they  become  utterly  unsalable. 

When  the  evergreens  reach  the  acre, 
plant  them  with  the  same  care  and  on  the 
same  general  principles  indicated  for  oth- 
er trees.    Let  the  soil  be  mellow  and  good. 
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Mulcli  at  once,  and  water  abundantly  the 
first  summer  during  dry  periods.  Be  sure 
that  the  trees  are  not  set  any  deeper  in  the 
g-round  than  they  stood  before  removal. 
If  the  soil  of  the  acre  is  heavy  or  poor,  go 
to  tlie  road-side  or  some  old  pasture  and 
find  rich  light  soil  with  which  to  fill  in 
around  the  roots.  If  no  soil  can  be  found 
without  a  large  proportion  of  clay,  the 
addition  of  a  little  sand,  thoroughly  mix- 
ed through  it,  is  beneficial.  The  hole 
should  be  ample  in  size,  so  that  the  roots 
can  be  spread  out  according  to  their  natu- 
ral bent.  If  the  ground,  after  planting, 
needs  enriching,  spread  the  fertilizer 
around  the  trees,  not  against  them,  and  on 
the  surface  only.  Never  put  manure  on 
or  very  near  the  roots. 

Very  pretty  and  useful  purposes  can 
often  be  served  by  the  employment  of 
certain  kinds  of  evergreens  as  hedges.  I 
do  not  likethearbitrary  and  stiff  divisions 
of  a  small  place  which  I  have  often  seen. 
They  take  away  the  sense  of  roominess, 
and  destroy  the  possibility  of  pretty  little 
vistas,  but  when  used  judiciously  as  screens 
they  combine  much  beauty  with  utility. 
As  part  of  line  fences  they  are  often  emi- 
nently satisfactory,  shutting  out  prying 
eyes  and  inclosing  the  home  within  walls 
of  living  green.  The  strong  -  growing 
pines  and  Norway  spruce  are  better  adapt- 
ed to  large  estates  than  to  the  area  of  an 
acre.  Therefore  we  would  advise  the  em- 
ployment of  the  American  arbor  vitae  and 
of  hemlock.  The  hedge  of  the  latter  ev- 
ergreen on  Mr,  Fuller's  place  formed  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  symmetrical 
walls  I  have  ever  seen.  It  was  so  smooth, 
even,  and  impervious  that  in  the  distance 
it  appeared  like  solid  emerald. 


The  ground  should  be  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  a  hedge  by  deep  ploughing  or  by 
digging;  the  trees  should  be  small,  young, 
of  even  height  and  size,  and  they  sliould 
be  planted  carefully  in  line,  according 
to  the  directions  already  given  for  a  sin- 
gle specimen;  the  ground  on  each  side 
mulched  and  kept  moist  during  the  first 
summer.  In  the  autumn,  rake  the  mulch 
away  and  top-dress  the  soil  on  both  sides 
for  the  space  of  two  or  three  feet  out- 
ward from  the  stems  with  well-decayed 
manure.  This  protects  the  roots  and  in- 
sures a  vigorous  growth  the  coming  sea- 
son. Allow  no  weeds  or  even  grass  to 
encroach  on  the  young  hedge  until  it  is 
strong  and  established.  For  the  first  year 
no  trimming  will  be  necessary  beyond  cut- 
ting back  an  occasional  branch  or  top  that 
is  growing  stronger  than  the  others,  and 
this  should  be  done  in  early  October. 
During  the  second  season  the  plants  should 
grow  much  more  strongly,  and  now  the 
shears  are  needed  in  summer.  Some 
branches  and  top  shoots  will  push  far  be- 
yond the  others.  They  should  be  cut 
back  evenly  and  in  accordance  with  the 
shape  the  hedge  is  to  take.  The  pyramidal 
form  appears  to  me  to  be  the  one  most 
in  harmony  with  nature.  In  October,  the 
hedge  should  receive  its  final  shearing 
for  the  year,  and  if  there  is  an  apparent 
deficiency  of  vigor,  the  ground  on  both 
sides  should  receive  another  top-dressing 
after  removing  the  summer  mulch.  As 
the  hedge  grows  older  and  stronger,  the 
principal  shearing  will  be  done  in  early 
summer,  as  this  checks  growth  and  causes 
the  close,  dense  interlacing  of  branches 
and  formation  of  foliage  wherein  the  beau- 
ty and  usefulness  of  the  hedge  consist. 


(BMtiU''0  CiiBi}  Cliiiir. 


THE  New  England  Society  in  New  York 
was  organized  eighty-one  years  ago,  and 
for  many  years  it  has  celebrated  the  rigor  and 
want  of  the  famous  landing  at  Plymouth  with 
the  most  sumptuous  feast.  All  the  planets 
and  fixed  stars  and  wayward  meteors  of  New 
England  political  and  professional  and  liter- 
ary and  official  greatness  and  eloquence  Jiavc 
risen  above  the  horizon  of  that  noted  table, 
and  have  illuminated  the  lieroic  story  of  New- 
England  life  and  illustrated  the  qualities  of 
New  England  leadership.  Once  a  year  New 
York  lias  been  invited  to  hear  of  the  glory  at 
Vol.  LXXII.— Xo.  430.-45 


which  she  smiles  and  of  the  virtue  which  she 
denies. 

"New  England  has  much  to  be  proud  of," 
said  a  New-Yorker  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his 
State,  "  but  it  is  remarkable  that  she  should 
choose  to  praise  the  Puritan  for  the  very  virtue 
that  he  scorned — the  love  of  religious  liberty." 
The  same  sharp  commentator  said  that  he  ob- 
served that  the  New-Englander  praised  New 
England  with  a  fervor  that  increased  with  dis- 
tance from  her  borders.  But  these  pleasant 
gibes  do  not  disturb  the  American  whose  feet 
are   planted    upon    Plymouth   Rock.      Great 
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patience,  he  thinks,  may  be  necessary  witli 
those  uhose  feet  stand  upon  a  less  firm  foun- 
dation. 

"No,**  sweetly  replies  the  Yankee  to  tiie 
Knickerbocker,  "you  were  not  spruui;  from 
New  England.  But  clieer  up;  New  York  is 
next  to  it.  From  the  field  of  Saratoga  you 
can  see  the  Green  Mountains,  and  the  great 
city  itself  is  not  very  far  from  the  Connecticut 
line.  You  observe,  my  friend,  that  even  New 
York  is  not  witliout  its  consolations.  It  is 
near  New  England."  Tliis  comfort  is  the  more 
soothing  because  it  is  administered  by  the 
New-Englandcr  who  has  come  to  live  in  New 
York.  His  coming  is  in  itself  obviously  an 
act  of  benevolence.  He  will  not  selfishly  keep 
New  England  to  himself,  but  he  shares  it  witli 
the  hapless  Knickerbocker.  He  overflows 
upon  iiira.  as  it  were,  with  New  England,  and 
reminds  him  of  his  blessings.  It  is  a  benevo- 
lence which  must  stir  the  Knickerbocker  heart 
with  gratitude. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  this  Yankee  festival 
in  New  York  which  is  not  always  remembered, 
but  which  is  very  interesting  and  significnnt. 
It  is  an  illustration  of  the  tradition  and  the 
habit  which  constitute  both  the  peculiarity 
and  the  strength  of  our  political  system.  It 
is  a  manifestarion  alike  of  the  strength  of  lo- 
cal feeling  and  of  national  pride.  The  tie 
that  binds  the  New-Englander  to  New  Eng- 
land is  wrought  of  association  and  pride  and 
sympr.thy.  and,  like  all  local  ties,  of  mystery. 
It  is  strong  and  imiK^rishable.  and  yet  it  does 
not  Aveaken  the  other  tie  to  the  nation.  He 
does  not  assert  one  ngainst  the  other,  as  lie 
does  not  care  to  distinguish  his  love  of  wife 
and  child.  The  New  England  dinner  in  New 
York  has  been  always  a  tribute  of  tender  rev- 
erence to  that  part  of  the  countiy.  But  it  has 
l>een  always,  also,  a  very  well-spring  of  love 
and  loyalty  toward  the  Union. 

To  sit  at  that  table  is  to  understand  the  dual 
lK)nd  of  the  American.  It  is  a  feast  which  at 
once  renews  his  local  fidelity  and  refreshes  his 
patriotism.  He  rises  a  prouder  New-Eng- 
lander and  also  a  prouder  American.  In  cele- 
brating the  one  he  extols  the  other,  and  in  de- 
fending either  he  strengthens  both.  But  the 
dinner  is  not  always  composed  of  praise  and 
pudding.  The  old  skull  which  was  placed 
upon  the  royal  table  to  remind  the  king  that 
even  he  was  mortal  is  sometimes  deftly  laid 
by  the  Yankee*s  plate  in  the  speech  of  the  aft- 
er-dinner orator.  The  warning  strain  startles 
the  careless  reveller,  who  supposes  tiiat  he 
has  discharged  the  whole  duty  of  man  in 
being  bom^  New-Englander.  like  a  sudden 
menc.  mene^  blazing  upon  the  pretty  panelling 
of  Delmonico's  larger  hall. 

This  year  it  was  the  Reverend  Doctor  John 
Knox — that  is  to  say.  Dr.  Paxton — whose  elo- 
quence shook  the  roses  of  the  garlanded 
guests,  and  filled  them  with  wonder  as  if  they 
had  been  Queen  3Iary"s  careless  maids  of  honor. 
He  said  in  effect  that  it  might  be  well  to  con- 
sider whether  Plvmouth  Rock  was  not  chan- 


ging from  granite  to  sugar,  whether  the  virtues 
of  the  Puritan  were  not  disappearing  with  his 
grimness.  and  whether,  instead  of  the  defier  of 
l)opes,  and  challenger  of  kings,  and  tamer  of 
a  continental  wilderness,  and  sturdy  founder 
of  a  free  repuljlic.  we  had  not  now  a  money- 
getter,  an  fcsthete.  a  dude,  and  a  dandy. 

This  was  certainly  a  j)retty  serious  ques- 
tion. The  tone  of  the  speech  was  that  of  the 
traditional  Puritan,  jealous  of  all  pomps  and 
vanities,  and  suspecting  pleasure  to  be  only  a 
treacherous  snare.  The  question,  moreover, 
seemed  to  have  a  certain  pertinence  amid  the 
luxurious  circumstance  of  the  feast.  The  rev- 
erend doctor  put  his  point  strongly  and  epi- 
grammatically  and  eloquently.  The  guests 
listened  and  loudly  apj)lauded.  The  stern 
old  "  man  of  God'*  was  drawn  boldly  by  the 
orator  as  the  man  to  whom  life  was  too  sober 
for  a  smile,  and  who  was  too  tenaciously  fixed 
upon  a  great  and  beneficent  purpose  to  humor 
finical  whims  about  small  objections  anv^l  ob- 
structions. 

The  tone  of  the  question  was  not  unlike  that 
of  Senator  Frye  at  the  Brooklyn  dinner  on  the 
l)revious  evening,  who  implied  that  he  sus- 
pected that  we  were  inclined  to  be  too  mealy- 
mouthed  about  the  late  war.  But  as  the  very 
circumstances  of  the  dinner  replied  conclu- 
sively to  the  implication  of  the  Senator,  so  do 
the  facts  seem  to  answer  the  New  York  ques- 
tion. The  Brooklyn  dinner  was  distinguished 
by  nothing  so  much  as  the  universal  and  aflfec- 
tionate  tribute  to  Grant  as  a  true  patriot.  The 
sincerity  of  the  sentiment  and  the  warmth  of 
its  expression  showed  how  deep  and  strong 
is  the  patriotic  feeling  for  the  cause  which 
Grant  represents.  And  it  was  still  more  sig- 
nificant because  happily  Grant  represents  also 
the  fraternal  spirit  upon  Avhich  alone  a  genu- 
ine Union  can  rest.  There  was  no  forgetful- 
ness.  as  the  Senator  implied,  but  there  was  a 
remembrance  of  something  else  than  battle- 
fields and  fighting. 

In  somewhat  the  same  way  our  history  seems 
to  answer  the  same  doubt  of  the  disappearance 
of  the  Puritan.  Certainly  he  survives.  Even 
his  intolerance  and  narrowness  are  not  gone, 
while  his  great  qualities  happily  endure.  The 
story  of  the  last  half-century  in  this  country 
is  not  that  of  a  decadent  nation  in  any  part 
of  it.  It  is  the  story  of  the  conscience  and 
courage  and  clear  intelligence  that  in  another 
country  and  under  other  conditions  made  Puri- 
tan England.  And  in  its  later  part  it  is  the 
tale  of  such  national  reunion  after  discord  and 
civil  war  as  no  other  age  or  country  ever  saw. 
Even  the  poor  dude. whom  the  "man  of  God" 
might  be  supposed  to  regard  as  a  brainless  hu- 
man buttei-fly.  is  often  made  to  serve  as  a  word 
of  contem])t  in  angry  contests  for  one  of  the 
most  positive  of  Puritan  qualities — resolute  ad- 
hesion to  individual  conviction. 

If  Carver  and  Brewster  and  Bradford  and 
Winslow  should  look  in  upon  a  New  England 
dinner  of  to-day.  they  would  not  stand  like  the 
sad  and  rebuking  figures  of  the  old  Romans 
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in  Couture's  picture  of  tlie  "  Deccadence  of 
Rome,"  but  with  the  cheerful  welcome  of 
greut-hearted  men  who,  in  another  costume 
and  under  changed  conditions,  recognized 
and  blessed  tlieir  own  children. 


A  hite  telegram  from  England  stated  that 
the  cohesion  of  the  Liberal  party  in  that  coun- 
try depended  upon  Mr.  Gladstone's  declara- 
tion of  liis  views,  llow  much  may  dei)end 
upon  the  cohesion  of  that  party  every  student 
of  public  affairs  will  answer  for  himself.  But 
the  fact  of  the  ascendency  of  one  man  without 
office,  or  any  but  intellectual  and  moral  forces 
at  his  command,  is  a  suggestive  comment  upon 
tiie  assertion  which  we  were  recently  consid- 
ering, that  no  particular  man  is  of  importance, 
and  that  the  currents  of  tendency  take  no  ac- 
count of  individuals. 

The  loiterer  along  the  crowded  highway  of 
a  great  city  must  often  think  of  the  apparent 
trutiifulness  of  the  saying  that  any  man  is  but 
a  dried  leaf  whirled  upon  the  surface  of  a 
stream  which  sweeps  on  heedless  of  leaves 
and  chips  and  drift  of  every  degree.  Think 
of  the  great  man,  says  the  musing  loiterer, 
wdio  was  here  j'esterday,  and  is  gone  to-day. 
He  was  a  religious  leader,  but  what  is  changed 
because  he  is  gone  ?  His  church  or  sect  or 
society  remains,  and  his  place  is  already  filled. 
He  was  a  great  political  chief  for  whose  word 
a  country  waited,  and  by  whose  speeches 
men  trimmed  their  opinions  as  they  dress  by 
a  glass.  But  his  party  endures,  and  another 
voice  is  even  now  speaking  for  it. 

Here  is  the  placard  of  the  opera,  and  Signo- 
ra  Nachtigalli  is  to  sing  in  the  Sonnamhula^ 
or  the  Freischutz,  or  tiie  Taming  of  the  Shreic^ 
or  Faust,  or  the  Meister singer,  and  the  young 
woman  and  the  young  man  are  to  go  and  list- 
en and  enjoy,  and — and  to  feel  as  their  fa- 
thers and  mothers  used  to  feel  when  they 
went  to  the  opera  and  listened  and  enjoyed. 
What  is  changed  but  the  color  of  the  father's 
hair  and  the  rose  bloom  of  the  mother's 
cheek?  But  Jenny  Lind  sang  then,  or  Stef- 
fanone,  or  Bosio,  or  Benedetti,  or  Salvi.  Still, 
what  is  changed  ?  The  singers  are  gone,  like 
the  wood-thrushes  of  last  summer.  But  listen, 
and  this  next  summer  you  shall  find  the  woods 
full  of  songsters.  The  opera  goes  on.  It  is 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  to-day,  and  not  Lucia.  It 
is  not  Jenny  Lind,  or  JNLalibran,  or  Sontag. 
No,  it  is — it  is — somebody  else.  But  liowever 
virtuous  the  old  fellows  with  gray  beards  and 
long  memories  may  be,  shall  there  be  no  cakes 
and  ale  ? — fresh  cake  too,  and  newly  frosted, 
and  ale  for  wdiich  Sir  John  would  gladly  liave 
exchanged  his  sack. 

If  it  had  not  been  Jenny  Lind  it  would 
have  been  somebody  else.  Forty  years  ago, 
as  t\\<d  flaneur  seated  himself  at  the  Italiejis  in 
Paris,  he  smiled  and  whispered  to  himself, 
softly :  "  It  w' as  Rul)ini ;  it  is  Mario.  It  was 
Pasta ;  it  is  Grisi."  Forty  years  ago,  as  the 
musing  loiterer  lingered  along  Broadway,  it 
was  Midas  whom  he  saw  walking  up  from 


down-town ;  to-day  it  is  Croesus  w^alking  or 
driving.  Does  the  name  matter?  If  it  had 
not  been  Midas  it  would  have  been  Plutus. 
Trade  and  enterprise  and  financial  skill  will 
always  produce  their  representatives.  Music 
did  not  die  with  Mozart,  nor  Toryism  with 
Pitt,  nor  poetry  with  Byron.  Has  not  Thack- 
eray told  us  that  when  there  is  an  Hour  with 
a  large  H,  there  is  sure  to  appear  the  Man 
with  a  big  M? 

So  the  airy  argument  flies,  and  the  nothing- 
ness of  the  individual  is  apparently  demon- 
strated. But  there  is  still  something  to-be 
said.  If  it  had  not  been  Shakespeare,  must  it 
needs  have  been  somebody  else?  If  it  had 
not  been  Washington,  would  Putnam,  ])er- 
haps,  or  Knox,  or  Greene,  or  Schuyler,  or  IMor- 
gan,  have  answered  ?  If  Gladstone  were  away, 
w-ould — let  the  intelligent  reader  supply  any 
favorite  name  —  equally  serve  the  occasion? 
It  certainly  does  not  follow  because  a  move- 
ment or  a  church  or  a  party  continues  with- 
out interruption  that  the  individual  is  of  no 
account,  and  it  is  not  a  true  saying  that  it 
will  be  all  tlie  same  a  hundred  years  hence. 

Our  own  situation  in  this  country  to-day 
would  have  been  very  different  except  for  the 
wdsdom  and  the  character  of  Washington  a 
hundred  years  ago.  Except  for  Cromwell  and 
William  and  Somers  and  Robert  Walpole,  the 
England  that  we  know  would  have  been  an- 
other England.  The  party  continues,  but  the 
aim,  the  spirit,  the  impulse  of  the  party 
are  what  Fox  or  Gladstone  makes  it.  Tiie 
ship  remains,  and  there  is  a  hand  at  the  helm, 
but  the  skill  and  knowledge  and  courage  to 
bring  the  ship  to  port  sank,  perhajjs,  in  the 
sea  with  the  captain  who  was  buried  yester- 
day. 

it  is  a  plausible  but  a  false  and  dangerous 
doctrine  that  the  individual  is  unimportant, 
and  tliat  nobody  is  indispensable  to  the  course 
of  things.  It  is  a  dangerous  fatalism,  among 
other  reasons,  because  it  diminishes  self-re- 
spect. It  saps  the  spring  of  that  beneficent 
endeavor  which  is  the  answer  to  the  prayer 
that  we  may  leave  the  world  better  than  we 
found  it.  Cross  the  Channel  from  Gladstone's 
England  to  ParnelTs  Ireland,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  an  individual  is  equally  apparent. 
The  cry  of  Ireland  was  heard  before  Parnell, 
and  it  would  be  heard  after  him  were  he  to 
die  at  once.  But  if  any  youth  feels  that  it  is 
useless  to  cherish  great  ideals,  and  to  serve  his 
kind  because  his  life  is  a  span  and  a  tent  of  a 
night,  he  may  well  reflect  not  only  that,  as  Per- 
icles said,  the  eartii  is  the  tomb  of  illustrious 
men,  but  that  history  is  their  biograpliy. 


The  most  interesting  musical  event  of  tiie 
winter  in  New  York  was  the  beginning  of  the 
American  opera.  Tlie  title,  of  course,  suggests 
the  old  question,  what  is  American  music  be- 
yond the  fact  that  it  is  music  in  America? 
There  was  a  patriotic  disposition  to  call  Patti 
an  American  because  she  was  born  here,  or 
because  her  childhood  was  passed  here.     It 
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was  fi  kindly  instinct  of  appropriation.  But 
Patti  is  no  more  an  American  than  many  an 
American  wlio  was  born  or  whose  youth  was 
passed  in  Italy  is  an  Italian.  3Iany  an  Amer- 
ican artist  goes  early  to  Italy  and  stays  there 
many  years.  There  was  Crawford,  the  sculp- 
tor, in  Rome,  and  Powers,  the  sculptor,  in 
Florence.  To  Americans,  Florence  will  be  al- 
ways known  as  tlie  home  of  Powers.  All  his 
work  was  done  there.  Shall  we  call  him  an 
Italian  artist  ?  For  thirty  years  and  more  Will- 
iam W.  Story,  a  man  of  I'ounded  gifts  and 
graces,  has  lived  in  Rome,  and  has  stood  at 
the  head  of — American  or  of  Italian  sculpture  ? 

What  is  Italian  art  ?  What  is  American 
music?  It  is  sometiiing  more  than  the  work 
of  an  artist  who  lives  in  Italy  or  in  America. 
Thorwaldsen  was  not  a  Roman,  long  as  he  lived 
in  Rome.  Hawthorne  insisted  that  there  was 
no  material  for  romance  in  America,  and  he 
wrote  the  Murhh  Faun.  It  was  an  Italian 
story  written  in  Italy,  but  it  is  one  of  the  great 
works  in  American  literature.  Hawthorne's 
tales  are  a  signal  refutation  of  his  own  theory. 
They  are  essentially  and  especially  American. 
In  the  Twice-told  Tale.f,  in  the  Old  3I(n)sr,  m 
the  Scarlet  Letter,  the  House  of  the  Seven  Gables, 
and  the  Blithedale  Itomance,  everything  is 
American. 

AVhat,  then,  is  American  opera?  What  is 
American  music  ?  Is  there  an  American 
school  ?  Are  there  American  composers  ? 
And  do  we  recognize  the  distinctive  character 
of  our  music  as  we  do  that  of  Italy  and  Ger- 
many ?  There  is  also  a  certain  distinctive 
English  music — a  music  of  glees  and  madri- 
gals and  concerted  pieces.  Is  there  American 
music  of  the  same  kind  ? 

But  before  we  answer  shall  we  not  fling  a 
spray  of  rosemary  upon  the  Italian  opera  de- 
parted? In  the  noble  new  Opera-house  there 
has  lieen  an  admirable  German  opei'a,  witli 
Wagner  in  the  lead.  At  the  tamiliar  Acade- 
my a  few  intermittent  warbles  in  the  bcgin- 
uing  of  the  season,  dying  echoes  of  other  days, 
were  apparently,  the  swan  song  of  Italian  op- 
era, and  then  American  opera,  in  all  the  pros- 
perous pomp  and  promise  of  youth,  took  pos- 
session, and,  in  the  good  old  i)hrase  of  the 
social  chronicler,  charmed  the  town.  Yet  if 
some  diva  assoluia,  some  Patti  in  her  prime, 
or  honeyed  Gerster,  or  Nilsson,  or,  to  crown  the 
supposition,  if  some  Jenny  Lind  had  "  come 
forth*'  (as  our  brethren  the  theatrical  critics  of 
the  daily  ])ress  now  prefer  to  write  the  word 
appeared)  in  the  old,  old  part,Amina,  or  Nor- 
ma, or  Elvira,  or  Lucia,  or  what  familiar  part 
soever,  would  she  not  have  drawn  the  flood 
that  swept  far  up-town  to  the  ne\ver  inlet  ? 

Is  the  Italian  opera,  the  taste  for  the  oper- 
atic music  which  has  been  so  long  supreme, 
declining  ?  Or  does  the  apparent  decline  mean 
only  that  there  was  no  great  singer,  no  fresh 
opera,  and  no  becoming  support  and  stage 
management  ?  When  the  diva  of  the  hour  ar- 
rives, will  she  not,  like  a  pied  piper,  draw  us 
all,  dancing  and  murmuring,  into  her  train? 


Or  is  the  music  of  Rossini  and  Bellini  and 
Donizetti  and  Verdi  outgrown  by  our  advan- 
cing taste  ? 

Or,  again — for  he  who  walks  with  the  ques- 
tioning sage  walks  more  securely — l>ecause  the 
American  opera  was,  in  fact,  a  European  op- 
era, and  because  the  singers  were  largely  not 
Americans,  and  because  the  incomparable  or- 
chestra and  its  incomparable  leader  and  direct- 
or of  the  music  were  of  another  than  Ameii- 
can  birth,  was  the  enterprise  misnamed  ?  When 
3Ir.  and  ]\[rs.  Wood  and  ]Mr.  Brough  siing  the 
Sonnamhula  in  English  flfty  years  ago,  or  when, 
later,  in  ^ladame  Augusta's  Bayadere,  the  Ori- 
ental leader  of  the  chorus  burst  into  highly 
accented  and  grannnatically  defiant  English — 

"  Happy  am  I,  from  care  Vm  free, 
Who  would  not  he  happy  as  me  ?" — 

did  the  opera  and  the  ballet  become  Ameri- 
can ?  No  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  when  Nils- 
son  sang  Marguerite  in  Gounod's  Favst,  Avas 
the  opera  less  French  because  the  singer  was 
a  Swede  ? 

The  American  opera  is  the  name  of  a  gen- 
erous and  timely  enterprise,  which  holds  that 
there  is  now  musical  taste,  talent,  audience, 
opportunity,  and  resources  enough,  in  America 
to  be  trained  and  fostered  as  they  are  trained 
and  fostered  in  Europe.  It  ])roposes  to  teach 
singers  of  whatever  nationality,  and  to  educate 
a  company  capable  of  singing  any  opera,  and 
to  sing  all  operas  in  English.  It  holds  that 
there  will  be  always  enough  good  voices  in 
this  countiT  to  furnish  a  good  rei>resentation, 
and  that,  with  due  regard  to  careful  mounting, 
there  can  be  everything  amply  provided  here 
which  is  provided  in  any  European  capital. 
The  American  school  can  not,  indeed,  furnish 
the  genius  of  a  composer,  nor  the  voice,  the 
noble  organ  to  interpret  his  Avork.  No,  it 
can  not  do  that.  That  is  the  misfortune  of 
the  American  school,  and  it  is  the  misfortune 
of  every  school  in  the  world.  At  Milan,  at 
Naples,  at  Paris,  the  schools  could  not  confer 
musical  genius  nor  create  a  voice.  But  they 
could  give  the  one  an  arena,  and  they  could 
exquisitely  train  the  other. 

The  older  schools  have  the  advantage  of 
tradition  also,  but  that  is  to  say  only  that 
they  are  older.  Their  other  advantage  will 
be  shared  by  the  American  school,  and  that  is 
one  of  its  chief  promises.  Every  such  school 
is  a  centre  of  musical  interest  and  taste  and 
emulation.  It  generates  the  atmosphere  which 
tempts  the  buds  of  musical  genius  to  flower. 
By  providing  for  the  complete  and  adequate 
interpretation  of  operas  it  fosters  the  produc- 
tion of  operas,  and  meanwhile  it  prepares  the 
scene  and  the  singers  for  the  ])roper  represen- 
tation of  any  good  opera  wherever  produced. 

This  is  the  American  opera.  It  is  a  thor- 
oughly appointed  school  of  opera  in  America, 
and  its  continuance  and  prosperity  will  prove 
whether  there  is  to  be  an  American  music  as 
there  is  an  Italian  and  a  German  music.  Our 
only  native  music  thus  far  is  the  plantation 
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melody.  It  li;is  been  modified  and  transform- 
ed into  the  songs  of  tlie  negro  minstrels.  But 
the  theme,  the  real  motif,  is  as  characteristic 
and  undeniable  as  the  Northern  songs  that 
Jenny  Lind  sang. 

Hawthorne,  saying  that  there  was  no  ro- 
mance in  America,  wrote  an  American  ro- 
mance wliich  is  one  of  the  treasures  of  litera- 
ture. Tlie  skeptic  who,  recalling  the  great 
operas  and  groat  singers  and  great  perform- 
ances, smiles  to  hear  of  American  opera,  will 
one  day  smile  a  thousand  times  more  happily 
when,  thanks  to  those  who  have  smoothed 
the  way  for  its  coming,  he  hears  American 
opera.  

When  the  late  correspondence  between  the 
United  States  and  Austria  was  discussed,  and 
the  prejudice  of  the  Austrian  court  circle  was 
denounced  in  many  a  vehement  American  jour- 
nal, a  correspondent  interposed  a  delicate  in- 
terrogation point  in  one  of  the  papers  by  the 
quiet  remark,  "  And  meanwhile,  brethren,  how 
is  it  with  ns  ?''  That  is  the  question  which 
always  brings  the  reply,  precious  like  Ma- 
deira from  age,  that  the  cases  are  entirely  dif- 
ferent. The  case  which  npsets  our  argument 
is,  of  course,  very  different  from  what  we  ex- 
pected. If  it  is  your  bull  that  gores  my  ox,  I 
am  unable  to  see  that  it  is  in  any  degree  like 
my  bull  goring  your  ox. 

We  are  fond  of  remarking  to  the  world,  witli 
some  fervor  of  rhetoric,  that  America  is  the 
home  of  all  oppressed  nationalities.  The  re- 
mark suggests,  of  course,  not  that  we  w^elcome 
l)ot]i  the  nationality  and  the  oppression,  but 
that  the  nationality  fleeing  from  wicked  o])- 
pression  is  clasped  to  our  bosom,  and  wicked 
oppression,  as  in  the  moral  drama,  is  signally 
foiled  and  repelled  from  the  front  door.  The 
proud  remark  is  not,  perhaps,  illustrated  to 
advantage  in  the  Chinese  exclusion  law.  The 
Easy  Chair  is  not  j^ronouncing  an  opinion 
upon  that  law ;  it  is  merely  cogitating  the 
proud  remark.  The  remark  is  not  conspicu- 
ously illustrated,  either,  in  our  relations  with 
the  Indians.  There  is  also,*  perhaps,  some 
trace  of  apparent  prejudice  toward  our  colored 
fellow-citizens.  And  fourthly,  the  identical 
feeling  which  so  raised  our  noble  ire  when  it 
w^as  said  to  be  displayed  by  the  court  circle 
of  Austria  is  credibly  reported  to  have  ap- 
peared in  the  court  circle  of  Saratoga. 

Is  it  confined  to  tiiat  circle?  Would  the 
sensitive  object  of  that  feeling  be  made  less 
Jiw^are  of  it  in  the  free  and  independent  repub- 
lic through  wdiich  pours  the  mighty  Missis- 
sippi than  in  the  empire  wdiose  seat  is  upon 
the  Danube  ?  But  there  has  been  great  prog- 
ress? Certainly,  very  great  progress.  Tiie 
good  Sir  Moses  Montefiore  is  not  hunted  out 
of  England,  or  relieved  of  his  teeth  to  per- 
suade him  to  tell  a  thief  where  his  money  is 
kept.  Great  progress,  certainly.  His  disabil- 
ities have  been  removed — disaljilitics  founded 
on  what? — and  he  is  admitted  to  the  British 
Parliament.     That  is  encouraging;  but  have 


the  disabilities  Ijeen  removed  upon  his  admis- 
sion to  the  American  hotel  ? 

As  we  were  saying,  however,  in  the  United 
States  the  equal  humanity  of  man  is  practical- 
ly recognized,  and  only  in  Austria  and  other 
semi-barbarous  and  twilight  lands  are  intelli- 
gence, cultivation,  genius,  gifts,  graces,  and 
charms  socially  ostracized  if  they  belong  to 
the  wrong  race  or  hue.  It  is  our  high  na- 
tional distinction  that  we  estimate  ourselves 
both  modestly  and  accurately.  If  a  man  re- 
joices in  a  height  of  seven  feet,  why  should  he 
simper  that  he  is  ashamed  to  be  so  short? 
When  Hercules  has  tamed  the  Nemean  lion, 
do  we  respect  him  more  for  deploring  his 
feebleness  and  flabby  muscle  ?  What  greater 
discourtesy  could  the  captain  and  friends  of 
the  Puritan  have  shown  to  the  Genesta  and 
Iier  gallant  company  than  to  insist  that  the 
Puritan  had  done  nothing,  and  was  a  mere 
poke  of  an  old  tub,  after  all  ? 

There  need  not,  indeed,  be  an  overweening 
conceit.  The  truculent  assertion  of  victory 
is  as  discourteous  as  an  abject  and  false  de- 
preciation of  it.  But  true  self-resjject  com- 
ports with  perfect  modesty;  and  the  proper 
tone  and  bearing  of  unquestioned  superiority 
— although  the  bashfulness  of  an  American 
Easy  Chair  w^ill  scarcely  permit  it  to  say  it  out- 
right— are,  in  fact,  those  of  America;  for  in 
respect  of  that  prejudice  of  race  or  color  which, 
we  grieve  to  say,  degrades  other  nations,  what 
can  be  nobler  than  our  own  total  freedom  from 
it? — a  freedom  which  justly  authorizes  us  to 
rebuke  other  people  severely.  There  could 
be  no  more  edifying  spectacle  than  Hercules 
— that  is  to  say,  an  American  citizen — tilted 
up  in  a  chair  on  the  piazza  of  a  Saratoga  ho- 
tel, with  his  feet  deftly  balanced  on  the  rail- 
ing, smoking  and  expectorating,  and  alter- 
nately pitying,  despising,  and  denouncing  his 
unfortunate  fellow-creatures  who  are  denizens 
of  a  foreign  land  in  which  character,  genius, 
refinement,  and  cultivated  intelligence  are  so- 
cially or  otherwise  ostracized  if  they  are  of  a 
certain  race  or  color. 

The  actual  existence  of  such  prejudice,  in- 
deed, can  not  be  disregarded.  If  the  proprietor 
of  the  American  hotel,  open  for  all  guests,  dis- 
covers that  his  house  is  avoided  when  it  is 
generally  known  that  it  is  coj^iously  furnished 
with  rocking-chairs,  shall  he  be  blamed  if  he 
discards  rocking-chairs  from  his  rooms  ?  Clear- 
ly not.  But  in  that  case  what  should  we  say 
of  the  British  observer  who,  after  making  the 
grand  tour  of  American  hotels,  should  go 
home  and  announce  in  his  book  that  Amer- 
ican women,  after  breakfasting  in  bare  arms  and 
diamonds,  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  rocking  in 
rocking-chairs?  So  if  in  some  distant  coun- 
try the'proprietor  of  a  hotel  perceives  that  his 
house  is  avoided  if  he  entertains  guests  of  the 
Mongolian  race,  he  will  undoubtedly  say  to 
every  such  guest  who  alig'lits  at  his  door  that 
he  deeply  regrets  to  remark  that  all  his  rooms 
are  engaged  for  the  whole  of  every  season. 
The  innkeeper  is  a  trader,  not  a  philauthro- 
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pist.  Like  every  trader,  lie  may  make  a  pro- 
found business  mistake  by  takinij  such  a 
course.  That,  liowever,  is  his  own  atfair.  But 
in  a  countr}'  where  this  social  fact  is  observa- 
ble— in  Austria,  for  instance,  or  England,  or 
DcMigola  and  the  Valley  of  the  Congo,  or 
Avlierever  else  it  may  be — how  ludicrous  it 
would  be  for  the  native  to  plume  himself  upon 
the  freedom  of  his  countrymen  from  the  be- 
littling prejudices  of  race!  It  wouUl  be  a 
grotesque  illustration  of  his  unconscious  bar- 
i)arism,  and  well  entitled  to  our  own  wonder 
and  amusement. 

But  if  it  were  the  misfortune  of  any  honest 
and  intelligent  man  to  live  in  such  a  country — 
a  country  in  which  people  were  estimated  not 
by  their  actual  qualities,  manners,  morals,  and 
personal  charms,  but  by  some  theory  of  race 
or  color  or  caste,  as  in  India,  for  instance,  for 
these  discreditable  things  always  occur,  fortu- 
nately, in  lands  far  removed  from  our  own 
happy  Columl)ia — he  would  naturally  and  in 
every  practicable  way  lend  Ins  personal  in- 
fluence to  ameliorating  tiie  barbarism.  He 
would  not  accept  the  dogma  that  the  ])re- 
judice  was  instinctive  and  a  linal  fact  of  hu- 
man nature. 

In  the  days  of  the  fury  of  witchcraft,  if  a 
woman  were  old,  ugly,  ami  withered,  and  had 
an  enemy,  her  fate  was  sealed.  She  was  de- 
nounced as  a  witch,  and  if  the  fact  of  her  age 
and  wrinkles  was  not  enough,  the  merciful 
test  was  api)lied  of  laying  her  in  the  water. 
If  she  floated,  she  was  plainly  a  witch,  and  was 
burned  or  hung;  if  she  sank,  she  was  found 
by  drowning  to  be  no  witch.  It  was  ''  natural" 
to  confound  age  and  wrinkles  with  dealings 
with  Satan ;  and  the  presumption  was  against 
every  old  woman.  In  the  same  way  in  the 
barbarous  countries  which  are  fortunately  so 
far  from  ours,  the  prejudice,  or,  as  it  is  some- 


times called,  antipathy,  of  race  or  color  is  gen- 
erally justified  as  instinctive  and  natural,  and 
the  presumption  lies  against  every  delinquent 
who  oflends  it. 

In  one  of  the  countries  in  which  much  Mas 
said  of  superior  and  inferior  races,  and  which 
prided  itself  upon  its  advanced  civilization, 
yet  whose  history  went  back  only  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  the  Easy  Chair  once  saw 
two  Parsee  merchants  from  p(^or  ])enighted 
India,  and  nothing  could  be  finer  than  their 
dignified  and  courteous  toleration  of  the  boasts 
of  a  country  which  seemed  to  them  a  mush- 
room of  yesterday,  and  of  its  religion,  which 
they  regarded  as  a  well-meaning  modern  in- 
vention. Nothing  could  be  finer  than  the 
courtesy  of  the  Parsee  gentlemen,  except  pos- 
sibly the  demeanor  of  Iwakura,  the  Japanese 
ambassador,  who  came  to  this  country  with 
his  brilliant  suite  fourteen  years  ago,  and  who 
was  received  in  Washington  at  a  sumptuous 
ball  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
formal  and  ceremonious  quadrilles  did  not 
attract  the  especial  attention  of  the  Japanese 
gentlemen,  lint  when  the  waltz  and  the  gal- 
op set  in,  the  group  of  Oriental  guests  turned, 
and,  coming  to  the  edge  of  the  dais  upon 
which  they  stood,  watched  intently  the  ex- 
traordinary performance,  with  an  expression, 
indeed,  of  perfectly  well-bred  curiosity,  but 
which  was  yet  of  such  a  character  that  it 
seemed  to  rob  our  beloved  and  vehement 
dance  of  all  its  refinement  and  elegance. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  son  of  Colum- 
bia felt  a  little  uncomfortable,  he  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  reflecting  that  Japan  is  a  kind  of 
barbarous  country,  and  that  the  Japanese  arc 
but  almond-eyed  Celestials  of  an  inferior  race, 
while  his  own  is  the  land  in  which  justice  is 
done  to  every  people,  and  man  is  regarded 
onlv  as  man. 


I. 

WE  may  safely  leave  out  of  the  question 
those  half-dozen  conditional  reputa- 
tions which  Dr.  Holmes's  new  romance  would 
have  made  for  as  many  unknown  men,  at  least 
till  the  number  of  persons  in  Massnchusetts 
who  could  have  written  the  2:>lays  of  Shake- 
speare has  been  ascertained.  No  other  hand 
could  have  given  us  that  charming  introduc- 
tion to  A  Mortal  Antipathy ;  no  other  art 
would  have  been  equal  to  that  whimsical  study 
of  the  novelist's  limitations  in  the  use  of  actual 
figures  and  traits;  no  other  mind  could  have 
inquired  so  curiously,  and  not  too  seriousl\% 
into  the  facts  of  mortal  antipathies,  with  just 
that  careful  balancing  of  tlie  documents  be- 
tween the  tolerant  fancy  and  the  reticent  sci- 
ence; and  who  else  could  have  bestowed  those 
touches  of  humor,  of  poetry,  of  sense,  which 
please  on  every  page  ?     The  perpetual  play  of 


liis  wit  flushes  the  horizons  of  thought  all  round 
us  like  a  genial  heat-lightning,  which  nowhere 
falls  in  a  killing  bolt,  but  passes  harmless,  leav- 
ing the  air  full  of  exhilarating  ozone. 

It  will  probably  not  frighten  even  the 
young  creatures  who  are  now  dusting  off 
their  poems  on  Autumn,  and  seeing  how  they 
will  make  over  for  Spring;  avc  suspect  they 
will  read  with  a  painless  smile  the  invec- 
tive of  one  of  the  xiutocrat's  old  Professors 
when  he  declares  that  he  "recognizes  a  tend- 
ency to  rhyming  as  a  common  form  of  mental 
weakness,  and  the  publication  of  a  thin  vol- 
mne  of  verse  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  ambi- 
tious mediocrity,  if  not  inferiority The  pre- 
sumption," he  maintains,  '"is  always  against 
the  rhymester,  as  compared  with  the  less  pre- 
tentious person  about  him  or  her,  busy  with 
some  useful  calling The  sight  of  a  poor  crea- 
ture grubbing  for  rhymes  to  fill  his  sonnet 

makes  my  head  ache  and  my  stomach  rebel." 
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These  are  hard  sayings,  but  tlie  most  con- 
science-stricken offenders  know  the  Autocrat 
better  tlian  to  take  liini  at  his  Professor's 
word.  In  fact,  it  is  not  a  prospective  want  of 
poetry  which  we  are  disposed  to  depk)re  in 
our  time,  but  tlie  hick  of  the  good  old-fashioned 
criticism  which  we  once  liad.  We  can  remem- 
ber the  day  wlien  every  quarterly,  monthly, 
weekly,  had  its  gridiron  well  heated,  and  its 
tender  young  poet  or  poetess  always  grilling 
over  the  coals  for  the  amusement  of  the  spec- 
tators. But  wluit  journal  now  keeps  a  liot 
gridiron,  or  broils  bards  of  any  sex  or  age? 
Ours,  we  are  ashamed  to  say,  has  been  lost  so 
long  tliat  it  was  not  to  be  found  the  other  day 
when  we  wished  to  wreak  a  personal  revenge 
on  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan,  thougli  we  looked 
the  Study  high  and  low  ibr  it.  In  this  state 
of  tilings,  we  leave  all  anxiety  for  the  poetic 
future  to  Mr.  Stednian ;  we  forebode  not  a  fam- 
ine, but  a  gross  surfeit  of  poets,  and  great  ones 
at  that,  all  of  the  most  unmistakable  "genius," 
unless  the  sort  of  criticism  which  we  lament 
can  be  restored.  But  who  will  begin  ?  Who 
will  strike  the  iirst  blow  to  save  us  from  the 
horde  of  nascent  immortals  now  threatening 
to  possess  the  earth  ?  We  see  how  playfully 
the  Autocrat's  hand  descends;  but  perhaps 
that  is  because  he  remembers  the  pleasant  sins 
of  his  own  youth.  What  we  need  for  this 
work  is  some  dull,  honest,  ferocious  brute, 
whose  thick  head  no  pretty  fancy  ever  entered 
into;  who  observes  only  that  where  the  lilies 
and  daisies  are,  the  grass  isn't  so  good;  and 
who  can't  see  a  bit  of  gay  color  anywhere 
without  longing  to  get  the  points  of  his  horns 
well  under  the  wearer.  Unless  we  can  have 
liim,  and  soon,  there  is  no  hope  for  us. 

IT. 

But  if  the  danger  we  fear  isn't  really  at 
hand,  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  at  the  end  of 
our  great  poets  for  the  present,  we  do  not 
know  that  we  shall  altogether  despair.  There 
are  black  moments  when,  honestly  between 
ourselves  and  the  reader,  the  spectacle  of  any 
mature  lady  or  gentleman  proposing  to  put  his 
or  her  thoughts  and  feelings  into  rhymes  affects 
us  much  as  the  sight  of  some  respected  person 
might  if  we  met  him  jigging  or  caracoling 
down  the  street,  instead  of  modestly  walking. 
This  rhyming  is  not  a  thing  to  call  the  keep- 
ers of  the  mad-house  for,  to  prescribe  chains 
and  stripes  and  a  straw  bed  on  the  floor  till 
the  patient  begins  to  talk  prose  again ;  but 
isn't  it  all  the  same  a  thing  to  blush  and  grieve 
for  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  ?  So  we 
ask  ourselves  in  those  black  moments  which 
pass  and  leave  us  to  the  beneficent  magic  which 
bathes  all  life  in  the  light  that  never  was  on 
sea  or  land,  the  charm  which  none  but  dolts 
deny.  What  we  ask  is,  hasn't  there  perhaps 
been  enough  of  it  ?  If  there  should  be  no 
more  great  poetry,  haven't  we  all  the  great 
poets  of  the  past  inalienably  still  ?  We  can 
think  of  a  single  small  volume  of  early  verse 
which  ought   to   supply  any  reasonable   de- 


mand for  poetry  many  years,  and  almost 
any  middle-aged  literary  man  can  tliink  of 
another. 

III. 

But  if  we  are  altogether  wrong  in  asking 
this  question— and  we  won't  readily  allow  that 
we  are — we  are  afraid  that  with  the  present 
critical  apparatus  it  is  quite  impossible  to  fore- 
cast the  poetical  probabilities.  Neither  ]Mr. 
Stedman,  in  the  last  very  interesting  chapter 
of  his  Poets  of  America,  nor  Mr.  William  John 
Courthope,  in  his  less  considerable  essays  on 
the  Liberal  Movement  in  Engllah  Literature,  is 
al)le  to  prophesy  with  any  comforting  measure 
of  assurance  that  we  shall  soon  have  some 
more  great  poets;  they  both  hope  that  we 
shall,  though  Mr.  Courthope  doesn't  try  to  con- 
ceal from  us  that  the  great  Romantic  movement 
just  ended,  which  began  as  a  protest  against 
convention,  has  grown  "through  the  force  of 
circumstances  into  a  revolt  against  society.'' 
This,  to  be  sure,  is  not  the  crime  it  was  once 
thought — say  about  the  time  when  the  good 
Man  of  the  2d  December  was  trying  to  "save 
society";  but  if  the  great  new  poets  when  they 
come  are  to  be  the  apostles  of  Socialism,  we 
shall  all  the  more  lament  the  absence  of  the 
gridiron  in  criticism ;  and  we  take  this  to  be 
the  attitude  of  a  good  citizen.  Mr.  Stedman, 
to  be  sure,  does  not  shake  us  with  any  appre- 
hension for  the  social  fabric  in  reasoning  upon 
the  absence  and  prospects  of  new  poetry ;  he 
rather  thinks  it  will  be  a  good  thing  when  we 
get  it;  and  he  advises  any  one  who  suspects 
himself  of  having  it  in  him  "  not  to  believe 
in  limitations;  a  few  by  ignoring  them  will 
reach  the  heights."  This  seems  to  be  the 
greatest  encouragement  he  can  offer;  and  the 
prophet  who  knows  will  not  come  till  we  have 
a  complete  literary  bureau,  something  like  our 
w^eather  bureau,  we  suppose,  with  stations  all 
over  the  country.  There  may  be  at  this  very 
moment  a  poetic  storm  central  in  Dakota,  a 
lyric  wave  moving  eastward  from  the  region 
of  the  great  plains,  with  lower  dramatic  press- 
ure in  the  Middle  States,  and  occasional  or 
local  rhymes  for  New  England,  and  dialect 
pieces  for  the  Gulf  States;  but  till  we  have 
some  systemof  observation  perfected,  we  shall 
not  know  it  till  the  great  new  poetry  is  hard 
upon  us ;  and  in  the  mean  time  all  prognosti- 
cations must  be  made  in  the  conditional  mood 
of  the  Old  Farmer's  Almanac. 

ly. 

We  should  be  very  sorry  if  we  had  seemed 
to  treat  Mr.  Sted man's  book  slightly  or  light- 
ly, for  tliat  is  certainly  not  the  spirit  of  his  own 
criticism,  which,  indeed,  we  could  not  praise  too 
highly.  Commonly  the  critic  approaches  his 
subject  with  a  violent  liking  or  dislike;  but, 
so  far  as  we  have  noted,  Mr.  Stedman  never 
does  this.  He  is  singularly  judicial;  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  he  is  just.  He  has  no 
quarrels,  and  he  picks  none.  He  tries  to.  as- 
certain the  place  and  the  qualities  of  each  poet/ 
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wlioni  lie  considers,  and  wlien  this  is  done,  liis 
work  is  done.  He  may  be  -svronij^  or  he  may 
be  right  about  Bryant  or  Longfellow  or  Emer- 
son, but  no  one  who  likes  either  of  these  poets 
better  than  the  other  two  can  say  that  his  fa- 
vorite has  sutfered  to  their  glory.  Mr.  Court- 
hope  spends  some  time  and  temper  in  knock- 
ing Mr.  Swinburne  about  the  head  for  saying 
that  Shelley  is  a  better  poet  than  Byron,  or 
that  figs  are  better  than  pomegranates;  but 
our  saner  American  leaves  you  to  indulge  your 
own  taste  in  fruits,  merely  ascertaining  wheth- 
er this  peach  or  that  melon  is  good  of  its  kind. 

lie  does  not  wear  "  a  foolish  face  of  praise,'' 
his  soul  is  his  own  in  all  presences,  contempo- 
rary or  past;  and  lie  has  made  a  remarkably 
honest  l)ook.  His  subject  has  l)een  well  stud- 
ied historically;  and  he  has  given  us  a  sufli- 
ciently  luminous  prospect  of  the  whole  tield  he 
has  worked,  as  well  as  a  vivid  idea  of  particu- 
lar corners  of  it.  You  can  not  read  liis  book 
Avithout  acquainting  yourself  with  the  signif- 
icant phases  of  American  poetry,  or  at  least 
renewing  your  acquaintance  with  them.  He 
has  not  ctTected  thisas  a  scholar  or  inquirer  sim- 
ply; he  has  brought  to  the  study  the  poet's 
quick  sympathy,  his  generous  ardor,  his  fine 
unerring  pleasure  in  beauty.  He  is  not  harsh 
or  arrogant;  he  remembers  to  be  a  gentleman 
even  in  his  censure;  he  is  unfailingly  decent. 

We  don't  see  how  we  could  say  very  much 
more  for  Mr.  Stedman  as  a  critic,  unless  we 
said  that  his  book  gave  us  an  impression  of 
freshness  which  we  failed  to  get  from  Mr. 
Courthope's ;  perhaps  because  Byron  and  Shel- 
ley, Scott  and  Wordsworth,  Keats  and  Cole- 
ridge, have  been  so  much  more  written  about 
than  Bryant  and  Emerson,  Holmes  and  Whit- 
tier,  Poe  and  Whitman,  Lowell  and  Longfel- 
low. But  I\Ir.  Courthope,  beyond  a  ])eculiarly 
happ}  gift  for  quotation,  seems  to  have  brought 
littleof  his  own  to  his  task  except  an  uncer- 
tain temper,  a  belated  Toryism,  very  honest 
and  very  droll,  and  a  "nice  derangement  of 
epitaphs."  He  calls  the  dry  formalists  of  the 
last  century  Realists,  and  relegates  Words- 
worth to  the  company  of  the  Romanticists; 
and  he  has  a  little  theory  that  the  Romantic 
movement  was  revolutionary,  and  neither 
Scott  nor  any  other  Romantic  reactionary  of 
the  endless  list  on  the  Continent  is  suffered  to 
be  a  stumbling-block  in  his  way. 

Y. 
But  what  won't  a  man  sacrifice  to  a  theory, 
especially  a  wrong  one?  We  sec  the  lengths 
to  which  even  so  fair  a  si)iiit  as  Mr.  Stedman 
will  go  in  humoring  his  notion  that  the  pre- 
sent suspense  of  poetry  is  largely  conscious,  if 
not  partially  intentional.  The  poets,  we  un- 
derstand from  him,  who  might  be  the  Long- 
fellows  and  Emersons  of  the  next  generation, 
perceive— the  sly  rogues!— that  the  popular 
tendency  is  toward  prose,  and  so  leave  oif 
singing;  and  Mr.  Howells  lias  deliberately 
taken \ip  the  trade  of  noveling  because  it 
pays  better  than  versing.     If  we  were  author- 


ized to  speak  for  Mr.  Howells,  we  think  we 
should  appeal  from  the  court  on  this  i)oiiit, 
where  the  judge  perhaps  nodded  over  his 
notes.  As  between  the  novelist  and  the  pub- 
lic, the  mutter  isn't  very  important ;  as  between 
him  and  other  poets  now  intending  to  follow 
his  mercenary  example,  it  is  more  so;  and  it 
is  of  infinite  moment  as  between  liim  and 
his  own  literary  conscience — if  the  lady  news- 
paper correspondents  who  think  his  female 
characters  so  much  inferior  to  themselves  will 
allow  that  he  has  a  conscience  of  any  kind. 

We  should  warn,  more  or  less  solemnly,  any 
sweet  bird  singing  in  the  l)are  ruined  choirs 
that  now  shake  against  the  cold  prosaic  time 
not  to  imagine  that  he  can  become  a  nov- 
elist, even  of  Mr.  Ilowells's  quality,  by  leav- 
ing off  being  a  ])oet ;  and  we  should  very 
much  doubt  if  that  filtering  and  imperfect 
writer  ever  i)roposed  to  himself  any  such  thing 
as  ]Mr,  Stedman  f nicies.  He  may  be  quite 
the  thrifty  time-server  he  is  represented;  but 
we  suspect  that  he  did  not  take  to  noveling 
because  he  thought  it  was  a  good  way  of 
making  a  living,  and  jumped  with  the  humor 
of  the  time,  or  because  he  was  ''wise  in  his 
generation,''  as  Mr.  Stedman  scripturally 
])hrases  the  treason.  It  was  a  dill'erent  af- 
fair altogether,  we  imagine,  though  quite  as 
simple.  We  should  say,  judging  from  a  casual 
acfiuaintance  with  his  early  attem])ts  in  fiction, 
that  it  was  from  always  trying  his  hand  in  that 
sort,  and  finding  ])leasure  and,  at  last,  apparent 
success  in  it,  that  he  kept  on,  and  that  he 
left  ofl:' versing  because  it  no  longer  interested 
him  so  much.  We  are  not  sure,  but  we  fear 
that  any  poet  who  should  be  tempted  by  ■Nlr. 
Stedman's  pliil()so]ihization  of  Mr.  Ilowells's 
career  to  turn  novelist,  from  the  motive  attrib- 
uted to  him,  would  bring  up  in  the  poor-house, 
or  at  least  in  the  chair  of  criticism.  Nothing 
but  a  love  of  it  beyond  all  other  arts  and  in- 
dustries, or  any  branch  of  the  show  business, 
will  bring  him  success  in  it;  without  that,  he 
may  be  certain  that  he  will  not  do  good  work, 
and  he  will  not  deserve  to  do  it.  If  practi- 
cable, he  ought  to  believe  that  to  write  the 
great  possible  novel  is  to  surpass  all  make 
and  manner  of  versing  whatsoever,  hitherto 
accomplished  or  imagined.  He  need  not  be 
afraid  that  he  will  really  write  it. 

VI. 

If  we  are  actually  upon  that  suspense  of 
poetry  which  Mr.  Stedman  and  Mr.  Courthope 
both  forebode,  we  ought  to  get  a  little  altruist- 
ic consolation  from  such  a  delightful  book  as 
i\Ir.  Edmund  Gosse  has  written  about  a  simi- 
lar suspense  in  the  period  From  Shahesjyeare 
to  Pope.  Will  it  not  be  sometliing  for  us  to 
sup])ly,  by  a  century  or  two  of  inanity  and  in- 
sipidity, the  materials  for  such  a  gracious  and 
charming  spirit  to  work  with?  In  this  way 
we  should  '-join  the  choir  invisible"  of  those 
whose  pangs  of  non-existence  hereafter  will  be 
assuaged  by  not-feeling  that  they  survive  in 
their  usefulness  to  the  race.    This  sounds  like 
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nonsense,  but  it  is  the  English  of  the  con- 
dition th;it  George  Eliot  aspired  to;  and  not 
to  have  been  poets  ought  now  to  be  a  fine  sat- 
isfaction to  those  poor  seventeenth-century 
nonentities,  if  they  could  only  know  how  ex- 
quisitely Mr.  Gosse  has  employed  their  ab- 
sence of  poetic  quality.  We  had  almost  said 
that  this  lack  in  his  sul)ject  is  necessary  to 
show  Mr.  Gosse  at  his  best,  but  we  remember- 
ed in  time  his  other  Seventeenth  Century  Stud- 
ies and  liis  1  leautiful  Life  of  Gray.  Yet  we  sti  1 1 
think  he  has  made  the  art  of  rendering  such 
barren  fields  enchanting  his  own;  and  this  is 
chiefly  because  he  brings  to  it  that  fine  spirit 
of  humor  which  is  wanting  in  Mr.  Stedman 
and  Mr.  Conrthope.  In  the  light  of  tiiis,  Cow- 
ley is  translucent.  Waller  is  amusing,  Denham 
is  charming,  and  Davenant  is  not  dull.  The 
whole  artificial  and  vapid  group  is  endeared  to 
us.  We  perceive  that  they  are  not  great  poets, 
but  there  is  no  doul)t  about  their  being  well- 
meaning  men,  and  in  their  day  and  generation 
useful  and  even  indispensable.  Mr.  Gosse, 
more  than  either  of  his  brother — or  step-bro- 
ther— critics,  uses  the  humane  modern  method 
in  dealing  with  those  severally  tiresome  peo- 
ple;  and  in  considering  them  as  part  of  the 
history  of  poetry,  of  literature,  of  the  human 
mind  and  race,  as  perfectly  inevitable  as 
Shakespeare  or  Dante  or  Goethe,  he  is  able  to 
treat  tliem  tenderly  and  sweetly,  after  the  nat- 
ural prompting  of  the  heart  he  puts  in  all  his 
work. 


VII. 


In  all  these  books,  but  not  so  much  in  Mr. 
Gosse's  as  in  Mr.  Stedman's  or  Mr.  Court- 
hope's,  for  obvious  reasons,  there  is  talk  from 
time  to  time  of  something  these  authors  call 
"genius."  It  seems  from  their  account  to  be 
the  attribute  of  a  sort  of  very  puissant  and 
admirable  prodigy  which  God  has  created  out 
of  the  common  for  the  astonishment  and  con- 
fusion of  the  rest  of  us  poor  human  beings; 
but  do  they  really  believe  it?  Can  they  sev- 
erally lay  their  hands  upon  their  waistcoats 
and  swear  that  they  think  there  is  any  such 
thing  ?  Would  they  like,  when  upon  oath,  to 
declare  that  what  they  call  a  "  genius"  is  at  all 
different  from  other  men  of  like  gifts,  except 
in  degree  ?  Do  they  mean  anything  more  or 
less  than  the  Mastery  wddcli  comes  to  any 
man  according  to  liis  powers  and  diligence 
in  any  direction,  conscious  or  unconscious, 
nature  has  given  him  ?  If  not,  why  not  have 
an  end  of  the  superstition  which  has  caused 
our  race  to  go  on  so  long  writing  and  reading 
of  the  difference  between  talent  and  genius  ? 
It  is  within  the  memory  of  middle-aged  men 
that  the  Maelstrom  existed  in  the  belief  of  the 
geographers,  but  we  now  get  on  perfectly  well 
without  it;  and  why  should  we  still  suffer 
under  the  notion  of  "  genius,"  which  keeps  so 
many  poor  little  authorlings  trembling  in 
question  whether  they  have  it,  or  have  only 
*' talent"? 


viir. 

We  have  just  read  a  book  by  one  of  the 
greatest  captains  who  ever  lived — a  plain, taci- 
turn, simple,  unaffected  soul  —  who  tells  the 
story  of  his  wonderful  life  as  unconsciously 
as  if  it  were  all  an  every-day  affair,  not  differ- 
ent from  other  lives,  except  as  a  great  exigen- 
cy of  the  human  race  gave  it  importance.  So 
far  as  he  knew,  he  had  no  natural  aptitude 
for  arms,  and  certainly  no  love  for  the  calling. 
But  he  went  to  West  Point  because,  as  he 
quaintly  tells  us,  his  father  ^^  rather  thought  he 
would  j/o";  and  he  fought  through  one  war 
with  credit,  but  without  glory.  The  other 
war,  which  was  to  claim  his  powers  and  his 
science,  found  him  engaged  in  the  most  pro- 
saic of  peaceful  occupations ;  he  obeyed  its  call 
because  he  loved  his  country,  and  not  because 
he  loved  war.  All  the  world  knows  the  rest, 
and  all  the  world  knows  that  greater  military 
mastery  lias  not  been  shown  than  his  cam- 
paigns illustrated.  He  does  not  say  this  in  his 
book,  or  hint  it  in  any  way  ;  he  gives  you  the 
facts,  and  leaves  them  with  you.  But  these 
Personal  Memoirs  of  U.  S.  Grant,  written  as 
simply  and  straightforwardly  as  his  battles 
were  fought,  couched  in  the  most  unj^reten- 
tious  phrase,  Avith  never  a  touch  of  grandios- 
ity or  attitudinizing,  familiar,  homely,  even 
common  in  style,  is  a  great  piece  of  literature, 
because  great  literature  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  tlie  clear  expression  of  minds  that 
have  something  great  in  them,  whether  reli- 
gion, or  beauty,  or  deep  experience.  Probably 
Grant  would  have  said  that  he  had  no  more 
vocation  to  literature  than  he  had  to  w^ar.  He 
owns,  with  something  like  contrition,  that  he 
used  to  read  a  great  many  novels;  but  we  think 
he  would  have  denied  the  soft  impeachment 
of  literary  power-.  Kevertheless,  he  shows  it, 
as  he  showed  military  power*,  unexpectedly, 
almost  miraculously.  All  the  conditions  here, 
then,  are  favorable  to  supposing  a  case  of 
"genius."  Yet  who  would  trifle  with  that  great 
heir  of  fame,  that  plain,  grand,  manly  soul,  by 
speaking  of  "genius"  and  him  together  ?  Who 
calls  Washington  a  genius  ?  or  Franklin,  or 
Bismarck,  or  Cavour,  or  Columbus,  or  Luther*, 
or  Darwin,  or  Lincoln  ?  Were  these  men 
second-rate  in  their  way  ?  Or  is  "  genius" 
that  indefinable,  preternatural  quality,  sacred 
to  the  musicians,  the  painte  "s,  the  sculptors, 
the  actors,  the  poets,  and  above  all,  the  poets  ? 
Or  is  it  that  the  poets,  having  most  of  the  say 
in  this  world,  abuse  it  to  shameless  self-flat- 
tery, and  would  persuade  the  inarticulate 
classes  that  they  are  on  peculiar  terms  of 
confidence  with  the  deity  ?     No  doubt 

"  The  poet  in  a  golden  clime  was  born, 
With  golden  stars  above," 

and  they  are  in  some  sort  creditable  to  our 
species.  If  we  should  have  no  more  poets 
we  might  be  less  glorious  as  a  race,  but  we 
should  certainly  be  more  modest  —  or  they 
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•vvoukl.  At  lc:ist  a  doctrine  wholl}-  opposed 
to  the  spirit  office  institutions  and  tlie  ])iin- 
ciples  of  civil  service  reform  Avoiild  go  out  of 
the  worUl  witli  them  ;  but  since  we  sliall  proba- 
bly have  them  to  the  end  of  the  story,  let  us  try 
to  rid  ourselves  of  it  as  \\c  may.  There  is  no 
!Maelstrom  sucking  down  shi[)s  and  vomiting 
up  bottles  with  MSS.  in  them  ;  there  is  only  a 
bad  current  oft'  the  coast  of  Norway.  There 
is  no  "genius";  there  is  only  the  mastery  that 
comes  to  natural  a[)titudc  from  tiie  hardest 
study  of  any  art  or  science;  '•genius"  exists 
chiefly  in  the  fancy  of  those  who  hope  that 
some  one  else  will  think  they  have  it.  The 
men  who  do  great  things  as  quietly  as  they 
do  small  things  do  not  commend  themselves 
to  the  imagination  as  geniuses;  there  must 
be  something  spectacular  in  them,  or  they 
must  have  some  striking  foible  or  vice  or 
disability  united  with  tlieir  strength  before 
they  can  be  so  canonized.  Then  for  some 
reason  we  are  expected  to  recognize  them  as 
difterent  in  essence  from  other  men,  as  a  sort 
of  i)sychical  aristocracy, born  gentle,  while  the 
rest  of  us  were  born  simi)le. 

IX. 
But  as  we  come  to  know  great  men  better, 
Ave  come  to  sec  that,  after  all,  they  are  of  one 
blood  with  the  well-known  human  race,  and 
no  miracles  of  creation.  They  seem  each  thor- 
oughly of  his  time  and  place,  and  this  or  that 
tendency  of  civilization  appears  merely  to  have 
found  its  most  striking  expression  in  tiiem. 
Napoleon  was  the  creature  of  the  French 
Revolution,  as  Grant  Mas  the  creature  of  our 
civil  war;  and  not,  as  Grant  was  not.  The 
great  shaping  exigency  found  each  admira- 


bly prepared  mtitcrial  to  mould  a  master  out 
of;  but  the  Revolution  and  the  Union  would 
have  prevailed  in  civilization,  though  their 
instruments  might  not  have  been  named  Na- 
poleon or  Grant.  How  many  generals  were 
nearly  as  great  as  they  I  How  many  dramatists 
of  Shakespeare's  time  were  Shakespearean! 

It  does  not  detract  from  greatness  to  say 
this  of  it;  and  3Ir.  John  C.  Ropes,  who  has 
just  given  us  an  admirable  book  on  The  First 
X(ipoleon,h'ds  ])ur.sued  the  right  modern  meth- 
od with  his  sul)iect,  to  tlie  signal  advantage  of 
Napoleon's  fame.  He  studies  him  as  the  rep- 
resentative and  inevitable  outcome  of  certain 
tremendous  conditions,  ;ind  he  sympathizes 
with  him  Ijecause  he  believes  he  was  more 
nearly  right  than  his  enemies.  We  do  not  see 
how  any  one  can  read  his  extremely  temperate 
and  conscientious  chapters  on  the  princijial 
facts  of  Napoleon's  career  without  agreeing 
with  him.  Certainly  ^Ir.  Ropes's  attitude  is 
not  obviously  the  attitude  of  an  advocate.  He 
criticises  as  freely  as  he  ])raises,  and  he  luis  a 
sincerity  in  either  that  wins  him  your  liking 
tiiroughout. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  has  taken  .in  un- 
English  view  of  Napoleon ;  for  the  English  view 
of  any  contemporary  foreign  civilization  and 
character,  as  no  one  should  know  better  than 
ourselves,  is  pretty  sure  to  be -the  wrong  view. 
When  you  have  read  his  book,  you  no  longer 
feel — or  you  no  longer  feel  so  sure— that  Na- 
poleon was  seeking  his  sole  glory  and  advan- 
t;ige.  It  looks  very  much  as  if  his  enemies 
were  the  enemies  of  human  progress,  for  the 
most  part.  But  if  any  reader  dift'ers  with  us, 
his  quarrel  is  with  Mr.  Ropes,  to  whom  we 
very  willingly  leave  him. 


jllliuitljlii  lUrorii  iif  (Ciintiit  (Bufiitii 


POLITICAL. 

OUR  Record  is  closed  on  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary.— Congress  re-asscndjled  after  the 
holiday  recess  January  5. 

Mr.  Hoar's  Presidential  Succession  Bill  pass- 
ed the  Senate  December  17. 

Hon,  John  Sherman  was  re-elected  United 
States  Senator  from  Ohio  January  13. 

Speaker  Carlisle,  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, January  7,  announced  the  standing 
committees.  The  following  are  the  chairmen  : 
Turner,  of  Georgia,  Elections;  Randall, of  Penn- 
sylvania, Appropriations;  Morrison,  of  Illinois, 
Ways  and  Means  ;  Herbert,  of  Alabama,  Naval 
Affairs  ;  Brngg,  of  Wisconsin,  ]Military  Affairs  ; 
Belmont,  of  New^  York,  Foreign  Affairs;  Cur- 
tin,  of  Pennsylvanin,  Banking  and  Currency; 
Bland,  of  Missouri,  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Mea- 
sures; Willis,()fKentueky,Rivers  and  Harbors; 
O'Neil,  of  Missouri,  Labor;  Mitchell,  of  Connect- 
icut, Patents ;  Throckmorton,  of  Texas,  Pacific 
Railways ;  Reagan,  of  Texas.  Commerce ;  Cobb, 


of  Indiana,  Public  Lands;  Tucker,  of  Virginia, 
Judiciary  ;  Wollborn,  of  Texas,  Indian  Affairs; 
Blount,  of  Georgin,  Post-offices  and  Post-roads ; 
Springer,  of  Illinois,  Claims;  Spriggs,  of  New 
York,  Accounts;  Matson,  of  Indiana,  Invalid 
Pensions;  Mnller,  ofXew  York,  Militia;  Ged- 
des,  of  Ohio,  War  Claims;  King,  of  Louisiana, 
Mississi}>pi  River;  Aiken,  of  SoutJi  Carolina, 
Education;  Eldridge,  of  Michigan,  Pensions; 
Halsell,  of  Kentucky,  Private  Land  Claims; 
Barbour,  of  Viiginia,  District  of  Cohnnbia  ; 
Cox,  of  North  Carolina,  Reform  in  Civil  Service; 
Dunn,  of  Arkansas,  American  Ship-building. 

The  Carolines  agreement  was  signed  De- 
cember 17,  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony. 
The  Pope  was  present. 

A  bill  pensioning  the  widow  of  General 
Grant  i^assed  both  Houses  of  Congress  Decem- 
ber 18. 

The  British  Parliament  opened  January  12. 
The  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Welle.sley  Peel,  Liberal, 
was  re-elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
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mons  witlioiit  opposition.  Mr.  Bradhingh  took 
the  ojitli,  and  was  admitted  January  13. 

Ill  tiio  final  classification  of  the  members- 
elect  to  the  British  Parliament,  the  Loudon 
Dailij  Kews  g'yes  the  Liberals  335,  the  Conserv- 
atives '249,  aud  the  Home  Eulers  83. 

Prince  Alexander  and  the  Porte  have  come 
to  an  understanding  on  the  follo\Ying  condi- 
tions: that  the  union  of  the  Bulgarias  be  rec- 
ognized by  the  Porte;  that  the  Bulgarian  army 
be  at  the  disposal  of  Turkey  in  case  of  war  with 
Greece  or  Servia;  that  tribute  be  xiaid  regularly 
to  the  Porte;  that  the  customs  rights  of  the 
Porte  be  maintained;  and  that  Prince  Alexan- 
der go  to  Constantinople  to  be  invested  with 
the  Governorship  of  Eastern  Roumelia. — Eng- 
land has  accepted  a  proposal  from  Russia  that 
the  powers  insist  on  disarmament  by  Greece, 
Servin,  and  Bulgaria.  The  powers  have  sum- 
moned those  countries  to  disarm,  promising 
them  that  Turkey  will  follow  their  example. 

A  proclamation  announcing  the  annexation 
of  Burmali  to  the  British  Empire  was  read 
at  Rangoon  January  1.  There  was  a  grand 
X^arade  and  a  large  coDcourse  of  natives  gath- 
ered to  hear  the  reading  of  the  proclamation. 
England  cedes  to  China  part  of  Upper  Burmab 
in  order  to  make  the  Chinese  and  Indian  front- 
iers continuous.  India  advocates  an  offensive 
and  defensive  alliance  between  China  aud 
India. 

M.  Frangois  Jules  P.  Grevy  was  re-elected 
President  of  the  French  Republic  at  Versailles 
December  28,  on  the  joint  vote  of  the  Senate 
and  Chamber  of  Deputies  acting  as  a  National 
Assembly.  The  balloting  was  carried  on  amid 
great  excitement.  Only  five  members  of  the 
Right  cast  ballots.  M.  Grevy's  total  majority 
on  the  joint  ballot  was  135. 

The  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  adopted 
the  Touquin  credit  December  24,  but  the  vote 
was  so  close  (274  to  270)  that  the  Brisson  min- 
istry resigned  a  week  later.  A  new  cabinet 
was  announced  January  7,  as  follows:  M.  De 


Freycinet,  President  of  the  Council  and  Min- 
ister for  Foreign  Affairs;  M.  Sarrien,  Interior; 
M.  Sadi-Carnot,  Finance;  M.  Goblet,  Public 
Instruction  ;  M.  Demole,  Justice ;  M.  Develle, 
Agriculture;  General Boulanger,\Yar;  M.Aube, 
Marine  and  the  Colonies;  M.  Baihaut,  Public 
Works;  M.  Granet,  Posts  and  Telegraphs;  M. 
Lockroy,  Commerce. 

DISASTERS. 

December  18. — Explosion  in  the  Nanticoke 
(Pennsylvania)  coal  mine,  burying  twenty-six 
men  and  boys. 

December  19. — News  via  China  of  a  typhoon 
which  swept  over  the  Philippine  Islands  on 
November  7,  destroying  over  4400  buildings, 
including  thirteen  churches  and  ten  convents. 
Eighteen  persons  were  lost  and  five  hundred 
head  of  cattle  were  killed.  This  report  only 
comprises  the  destruction  in  nineteen  of  the 
thirty-four  districts  of  the  Island,  the  remain- 
ing fifteen  not  having  been  heard  from. — Re- 
ports received  in  St.  Petersburg  of  a  terrible 
dynamite  explosion  in  the  Pleijuchin  mine  in 
Siberia.     From  400  to  1000  men  killed. 

December  23. — Terrific  colliery  explosion  at 
the  Ferndale  Pit,  near  Pont-y-Pridd,  Wales, 
killing  fifty  men. 

Januarij  11. — Advices  from  Colon  that  twen- 
ty-one vessels  were  Avrecked  and  sixty -hve 
lives  lost  during  a  recent  storm  there. 

OBITUARY. 

December  27. — In  London,  Dr.  Samuel  Birch, 
Egyptologist,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

December  19. — In  Liverpool,  Stephen  Barker 
Guion,  of  the  Guion  Steam-ship  Company,  aged 
sixty-five  years. 

December  20. — In  New  York  city.  Professor 
John  Christopher  Draper,  in  his  fifty-first  year. 

Januarij  5. — In  Philadelphia,  Joshua  B.  Lip- 
pincott,  publisher,  aged  seventy  years. — In  Al- 
bany, New  York,  N.  D.  Wendell,  ex-State  Trea- 
surer, aged  fifty  years. 


CMtar'H  Dnmttr. 


AT  a  gathering  of  Pilgrims  and  strangers  in 
the  city  of  Quakers,  on  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, the  person  who  opens  and  shuts  this  Draw- 
er (and  never  Las  any  credit  for  the  things  he 
keeps  out  of  it)  was  asked  by  the  ironical  pre- 
sident of  the  meeting  to  say  something  about 
The  New  England  Farmer.  He  confessed  that 
he  Avas  glad  to  do  so,  because  this  so-called 
agricultural  pioneer  had  been  very  much  mis- 
understood. And  the  company  graciously  per- 
mitted him  to  make  the  following  explanation : 
Two  radical  misconceptions  have  been  at 
the  basis  of  this  misunderstanding;  the  first 
was  that  he  was  a  farmer,  and  the  second  was 
that  he  had  a  farm.  Under  this  false  concep- 
tion a  great  deal  of  ridicule  has  been  poured 


upon  this  typical  character.  It  has  been  said 
th.at  the  only  things  he  raised  were  beans, 
stone  walls,  and  doughnuts.  It  has  been  said 
that  his  chief  crop  was  cod-fish.  It  has  been 
said  that  his  only  luxury  was  a  round  solid 
disk,  which  could  be  stacked  up  in  piles, 
called  pumpkin  pie,  and  that  his  inadequate 
conception  of  Bacchantic  enjoyment  was  hard 
cider. 

It  would  be  idle  for  me  to  attempt  to  shake 
these  popular  prejudices.  It  would  have  no 
effect  upon  the  skeptics  to  say  that  in  the 
Patent-ojBfice  in  Washington  his  doughnut  is 
the  only  doughnut  ever  invented  in  the  world 
that  lias  jelly  inside  of  it.  It  would  not  be  be- 
lieved if  I  said  that  the  i>uinpkin  pie  was  made 
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to  be  used  as  ;i  sliielil  in  the  Indian  wars,  and 
that  the  stone  walls  were  raised  as  ramparts 
behind  which  this  so-called  farmer  conld  stand 
and  shoot  the  British.  It  is  necessary  to  jj^et 
outside  of  all  these  considerations,  and  inquire 
why  the  Pilgrims  came  to  New  Eii<;land.  It 
Avas  certainly  not  for  the  ])nrpose  of  farming. 
If  Providence  had  intended  New  En<iland  as  a 
farming  conntry,  the  rocks  woukl  Iiavc  been 
put  deep  down  at  the  bottom  and  the  soil  on 
top,  and  there  would  have  been  more  fertile, 
lovely  little  valleys,  and  fewer  ridges  and  sand 
liills.  The  Pilgrim  had  another  idea  than  that 
of  farming.  His  setting  nj)  a  school-house  as 
soon  as  he  landed,  instead  of  a  phosphate  mill, 
shows  that.  On  the  first  sand-hill  island  he 
set  his  foot  on  ho  held  a  "me<;ting."  He  made 
a  constitution  before  he  came  ashore,  and 
though  ho  did  not,  as  other  adventurers  had 
done  before  him,  set  ni)  a  cross  on  the  new  ter- 
ritory,the  world  very  soon  found  that  the  c<ui- 
stitution  had  a  cross  in  it.  I  know  it  has  l)een 
said  that  he  came  to  New  England  in  order  to 
give  the  Indians  and  the  Quakers  and  the  Bap- 
tists an  opportunity  to  MorshipGod  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his.  the  Pilgrim's,  conscience. 
But  this  was  a  slander.  He  knew  he  was  on 
the  Lord's  side,  and  he  didn't  want  these  other 
people  interfering  with  the  Lord's  work.  Es- 
pecially he  wouldn't  tolerate  the  devil  coming 
in  and  raiding  his  ]>lantations  in  the  form  of 
witches  and  the  like.  He  is  justly  called  su- 
perstitious by  an  age  and  a  city  given  over  to 
spiritism,  clairvoyance,  mind  cure,  "nuiteriali- 
zation,"  and  other  certainties. 

If  he  had  set  u})  merely  as  a  farmer,  he  would 
have  had  none  of  these  troubles.  If  his  idea 
liad  been  a  fat,  material  pros^terity,  I  think  he 
wonld  have  left  his  bean  liills  on  the  Plymouth 
heights  to  the  Indians,  and  looked  for  land 
further  south.  I  do  not  say  that  he  was  in- 
sensible to  the  nameless  charm  of  this  coast 
in  sunniier,  to  the  flavor  of  the  wild  grape,  the 
majesty  of  the  forest,  to  the  bloom  of  the  May- 
flower in  the  spring-time,  and  that  he  was  un- 
responsive to  the  deliciousness  of  the  oyster 
and  the  clam  and  the  Spanish  mackerel.  But 
he  had  other  things  in  his  mind  when  he  set 
about  subduing  Now  England. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  this  was  an  excellent 
laud  in  whicli  to  set  up  a  government,  and  or- 
ganize a  virtuous  societ}',  and  develop  a  the- 
ology, and  to  cultivate  ideas.  I  gather  from 
contemporary  documents  that  he  set  more  store 
by  education  and  religion  than  by  ciopsof  corn 
and  wheat,  and  that  his  exports  of  flsli  and 
lumber  were  temporary  expculients  while  he 
was  preparing  to  send  out  and  plant  elsewhere 
institutions  and  ideas.  He  set  his  meeting- 
house on  a  hill.  The  crop  he  most  cared  for 
was  men  and  women.  That  is  the  reason  his 
house  was  more  important  than  his  barn,  in 
distinction  from  the  materialistic  notion  pre- 
vailing in  some  fertile  parts  of  our  country, 
where  the  barn  is  magnificent  and  the  house  is 
only  an  adjunct.    Perhaps  he  was  more  devot- 


ed to  town-meeting  than  to  ploughing;  and 
looking  at  what  he  had  to  plougl^  and  seeing 
what  he  accomplished  in  town-meeting,  history 
excuses  him. 

The  womler  is  that  while  dragging  the  sea 
and  scratching  the  rocks  to  get  the  means  of 
sustaining  life,  he  should  have  had  so  much 
time  for  the  cultivation  of  ideas,  and  for  nurs- 
ing the  virtues  and  the  indomitable  spirit  that 
were  to  stamp  their  impress  upon  the  conti- 
nent. Owing  to  his  narrow  means  of  living, 
the  notion  got  abroad  that  he  w  as  penurious. 
But  he  gave  Avhat  he  had  to  give,  and  when 
you  come  to  the  question  of  generosity,  in  the 
gift  of  vital  force,  principles,  ideas,  men  who 
make  states,  and  women  who  create  families, 
and  w  hose  beauty  and  modesty  are  the  charm 
of  society,  I  think  the  New  England  Farmer 
was  the  most  liberal  nuin  in  the  world.  If  he 
had  had  a  farm  and  been  a  farmer,  you  can 
judge  how  the  rest  of  the  country  would  have 
got  along,  who  wonld  have  given  it  enterprise 
and  stability,  who  would  have  made  inven- 
tions for  it,  and  who  would  hii\c  insured  it — 
either  in  this  world  or  the  next. 

But  as  the  son  of  a  New  England  Farmer  I 
can  not  leave  the  matter  here.  For  I  remem- 
ber the  old  farm-house,  and  rhe  wide  lire-place 
beside  which  I  used  to  sit  and  hear  my  grand- 
mother tell  how  when  she  was  a  little  girl,  and 
the  reWcoats  occni»ied  Plymouth  and  Kingston, 
she  used  to  put  her  shoes  under  her  i>illow  ev- 
ery uight,  expecting  that  any  monient  she 
might  have  to  flee  into  the  woods  to  escai)e 
th(?  British;  and  how  she  heard  all  day  the 
cannonading  at  the  battle  of  Jiunker  Hill.  I 
was  in  fact  i>resent,  as  were  all  the  New  Eng- 
lan<l  Farmer  boys  of  my  time,  at  this  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  and  at  the  capture  of  Ticondero- 
ga,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  There 
lingered  in  every  farm-house  the  heroic  spirit 
come  down  from  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
and  the  Revolutionary  times.  The  British 
enemy  was  a  reality.  There  in  the  kitchen 
hung  the  Continental  musket  and  the  car- 
tridge-box. 

This,  however,  is  not  what  I  started  to  say. 
You  niay  have  read  that  to  them  who  seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  heaven  everything  else 
shall  be  added.  This,  I  iirmly  believe,  was 
the  case  of  the  New  England  Farmer.  His 
farm-house  had  a  mighty  cellar,  provisioned 
like  the  vaults  of  a  mediteval  monastery  for  a 
six  months'  siege.  On  one  side  w^as  a  portent- 
ous row  of  cider  barrels;  on  the  other,  tier  on 
tier  of  ruddy  apples;  in  vast  bins  the  potatoes 
and  other  vegetables,  and  in  their  proper 
]^laces  barrels  of  salted  meat  and  ajiple-sauce. 
In  this  subterranean  store-house  I  can  see  now 
the  frost  glisten  on  the  walls  when  the  boy  ex- 
plored its  recesses  by  the  light  of  a  t;illow  can- 
dle, sent  by  his  grandfather  to  draw  a  jug  of 
cider  from  the  hardest  barrel.  In  the  cool  out- 
er pantry  hung  dozens  of  chickens  and  turkeys, 
the  quarters  of  a  slaughtered  steer,  and  on 
shelves  lay  rows  of  hardy  winter  pics.     In  the 
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garret  ^A'crc  suspended  tlie  striii^^s  of  dried  ap- 
]>leH,  and  there  Avere  tlie  tubs  of  maple  sugar 
jind  the  heaps  of  l>uttcriuits  and  liiekory-nuts. 
Tlie  vast  wood-shed  was  piled  with  fuel.  It 
makes  the  tears  come  into  a  patriot's  eyes  to 
think  of  it  all.     I  will  not  dwell  on  it. 

In  all  the  wind-swept  country  the  snow  was 
piled  to  the  fence-tops,  and  drifted  mountain- 
liigh  in  the  roads.  Energy  excavated  this  or 
surmounted  it,  sleighs  were  abroad,  and  the 
merry  bells  were  heard  all  over  the  township. 
All  roads  led  to  the  meeting-house,  and  every- 
body, young  and  old,  turned  out  to  the  Sunday' 
service,  where  in  default  of  furnace  and  stove 
the  sermon  was  hot  enough  to  keep  the  blood 
in  circulation.  Each  farm-house  was  more  or 
less  a  centre  of  comfort  and  hospitality.  So- 
cial life  had  vitality.  There  w^ere  merry  force 
and  hearty  enjoyment  in  the  sleigh-rides,  par- 
ties, and  holiday  frolics.  The  people  were  quite 
Avide-awake.  The  metropolis  drew  its  men  of 
afiairs  from  these  country  homes,  and  the  men 
of  affairs  knew  where  to  look  for  the  pretty 
girls  whose  beauty  and  good  sense  and  intelli- 
gence made  them  leaders  in  metropolitan  so- 
ciety. Every  house  had  some  books,  not  many 
but  classics,  and  they  were  read.  Perhaps  if 
there  had  been  more  agriculture,  there  would 
have  been  less  intellectual  life.  These  so-call- 
ed farmers  were  organizing  great  missionary 
enterprises,  concerning  themselves  about  slav- 
ery, and  in  perpetual  agitation  over  something. 
Ah  me!  would  there  Avere  more  such  farmers! 


A  PLANTATION  FUNERAL. 

It  was  the  last  Sunday  afternoon  of  June, 
1864.  The  Avriter  was  standing  in  a  negro 
buryiug-ground  Avatching  a  funeral  procession 
move  slowly  along  the  narrow  plantation  road 
toward  the  grave-j^ard — a  most  beautiful  sit- 
uation. The  summit  of  a  high  hill,  Avhich, 
through  a  vista  of  flowering  rhododendron 
and  dogwood,  OA^erlooked  the  river;  a  forest 
of  huge  oaks  garlanded  Avitli  gray  moss;  a 
carpet  of  vivid  green  dotted  Avith  wild  violets, 
broom,  and  sheep-grass,  Avliich  Virginians  call 
daisies.  Shut  in  from  all  the  world  of  sight 
and  sound  by  the  thicket  of  young  trees  that 
crept  up  its  sides,  the  hill  w  ould  haA^e  been 
lonely  but  for  the  luxuriant  grow^th  of  nn- 
trammelled  nature.  No  inclosure  marked  it 
as  a  cemetery,  only  at  every  step  a  small  clear- 
ed place  denoted  a  grave,  most  of  Avhich  Avere 
sunken,  and  all  unmarked.  In  the  centre  of 
the  i^lat  an  ngly  red  wound  had  been  cut  in 
the  green  carpet,  and  here  Avere  lying  spades, 
a  rake,  and  a  little  shovel. 

The  procession  was  headed  by  a  rude  plan- 
tation cart,  in  Avhich  lay  a  coffin  (painted  a 
bright  red,  to  indicate  the  youth  of  the  occu- 
pant), and  drawn  by  a  pair  of  oxen,  wdiich  pa- 
tiently and  slowly  bore  their  burden  up  the 
steep  hill- side.  A  tall  young  negro  driver 
walked  behind,  carrying  a  long  Avhip,  Avhich 
he  cracked  now  and  then  Avhen  the  coffin  jos- 


tled from  side  to  side.  Inmiediately  behind 
the  driver  was  a  mulatto  Avoman  Avitii  a  pa- 
tient, tearless  face,  dressed  in  her  Sunday  gown 
of  clean  cotton  homespun,  and  holding  by  her 
hand  a  little  white  girl  in  a  coarsely  Avoven 
linen  dress,  also  evidently  of  plantation  make, 
aijd  a  plaited  straw  hat  of  the  same  manufac- 
ture. A  company  of  from  four  to  five  hnndre<l 
negroes  followed,  all  on  foot,  of  all  shades  of 
color  (except  Avhite),  all  ages,  all  sizes  and 
sexes.  They  Avere  singing  a  hymn  Avith  that 
plaintive  but  cheerful  refrain  which  is  the 
heart  of  all  negro  melody : 

We  are  walkin'  in  de  light— 
Walkin'  in  de  light ; 
We  are  walkin'  in  de  light— 
Walkin'  In  de  light  ob  God. 

How  every  echo  in  the  valley  beloAV  gave  back 
the  sound !  When  they  reached  the  grave,  six 
young  men,  Avhom  custom  required  to  be  of 
the  same  age  or  Avithin  six  months  of  it,  and 
if  possible  the  same  height,  as  the  dead  man, 
stepped  forward  and  lowered  the  coffin  into 
its  last  resting-place.  It  Avould  liaA^e  been  a 
breach  of  the  observances  if  any  of  these  pall- 
bearers had  been  of  his  blood  or  connection. 

The  mother,  with  the  little  Avhite  girl,  took 
her  place  as  chief  mourner  at  the  head  of  the 
grave,  and  the  preacher  came  forward.  He 
Avas  a  tall,  perfectly  black  man  of  seventy-five, 
A\'itli  long  curling  white  hair,  and  a  sweet  yet 
shrewd  countenance.  He  Avas  dressed  from 
head  to  foot  in  a  black  broadcloth  suit,  Avhich 
had  evidently  been  the  gift  of  one  of  thcAvhite 
family,  and  originally  Avorn  by  a  man  of  differ- 
ent size  and  build.  But  this  did  not  detract 
from  the  dignity  of  his  appearance  or  office. 

He  looked  around  on  the  placid  scene — the 
blue  Virginia  sky  looking  through  the  inter- 
lacing branches  of  the  green  oaks,  the  birds 
that  hopped  fearlessly  from  bough  to  bough, 
at  the  background  of  strangely  tranquil  faces 
— and  began  : 

"  Brethern,  sisteren,  en  sinners,  'tain't  wnrth 
while  for  me  to  be  a-jn^eachin'  of  a  sermon  to 
you  all  0^1  dis  'casion.    I  gwiue  preach  to-night. 


please  God, 


en   excusur 


of  de  interference  o' 


mistis.  I  preach  las'  night,  en  many  a  night. 
Isrnl  is  liere  a-preachin'  to  you.  Here  he  is 
before  you.  Here  his  feet — Avhy  don't  he  walk  ? 
here  his  monf — how  come  he  don't  talk?  here 
his  eyes — how  come  he  don't  see  ?  Nobody  ain't 
a-lienderUi'  of  him. 

"  Because,  bretherin  en  sisteren  en  sinners, 
Isrnl  is  dead.  He  'ain't  got  no  life  in  him.  I 
ain't  'scnssin'  of  his  sperrit ;  his  sperrit  is  gone 
to  de  Lord  Avhar  gif  to  him.  I  'scussin'  of  his 
body,  wiiich  is  like  you  sinners  is  now,  dead  in 
trespasses  en  sin. 

'•De  Lord  gin  to  all  a  plant  patch  ;  He  gin 
ns  seed  ;  He  gin  ns  season.  Me,  bn  Sis  Nelly" 
(turning  to  the  bereaved  parent),  "en  Brer 
One-eye  Moses,  en  a  chance  er  folks  here,  done 
Avork  our  patch  en  plant  our  seed,  en  Ave's 
a-waitin'  for  de  harves'.  But  dere's  a  chance 
er  you  whar  'ain't  stuck  a  spade  in  de  ground; 


654 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


de  seed  done  dried  up ;  de  season  come  en  gone ; 
yon  'ain't  got  no  life  in  yon.  no  niore'n  is  de  body 
erdis  yonng  man,\vliar  nobody  ain't  a-hendei- 
in'  from  risin'  if  be  bed  life. 

"Now,  sinners,  you 'members  las' week?  Isrnl 
was  in  de  'bacca  crap  a-singin'  of  reel  cbnnes. 
Up  to  Dinah  bouse  on  de  bill  be  ware  a-sbnf- 
llin'of  bisfect ;  be  warn't  a-robl>in' of  no  water- 
million  i>atcbes,  nor  sassin'  of  olc  pussins,  but 
be  ware  a-singin'  o'  reel  cbnnes,  en  a-dancin'. 
En  when  be  ware  strickin  down  be  ware  a 
shnicr. 

'•lUit  de  Lord  were  gracious.  I  don't  git 
down  on  dese  ole  knees  for  nntbin.  I  wrastled 
for  bim  ;  I  wrastled  for  bim  a  wbole  nigbt,  en 
de  Lord  beard  His  sarvant.  Jess  before  Brer 
Isrnl  go  (be  badn't  made  no  sign  o'  'pentancc 
twell  dat  minute)  be  set  up  in  de  bed  en  be 
say" — the  breatbless  expectancy  could  be  felt 
in  tbe  very  busb  of  tbe  birds — "be  say,  ^  Dat 
you,  Marsc  IVillinn  V  en  fell  back  dead. 

"  Bretberen  en  slsteren  en  sinners,  our  young 
niarstcr  wbar  was  kilt  in  de  war,  eu  wliar  de 
cannon  blow  into  so  many  little  pieces  dat  we 
karnt  git  enougb  togedder  to  make  a 'spect- 
able  corpse  to  Iniry  in  de  gyarden — onr  young 
Marse  Willnm  bed  come  for  Isrnl.  Xow  we  all 
know — en  you  sinners  better  be  a-sbarpenin'  up 
your  years — dey  ain't  but  two  places  for  dead 
tolks.  One  un  'em  is  bebben,  en  de  ter  one 
'tis  a  scandal  to  be  a-namin'  bere.  We  all 
know  Mavfie  Willnm  ain't  dar.  So  we  got  good 
sperence,  ef  be  come  for  Isrnl,  be  dun  kar  bim 
to  Abraham's  bussum,  wbar  be  is  his  self. 

"But  don't  uone  o'  you  sinners  he  takin'  to 
satisfyin'  o'  yourselves  on  account  o'  Isrnl 
makin'  a  death-bed  'pentance.  Dar  Avas  'bun- 
dance  o'  sinners  at  de  crucify  in'  o'  de  Lord,  eu 
just  dat  one  thief  got  in  de  kingdom.  De  nex' 
time  dar  is  enny  nine-hour  'pentances,  in  dis 
bere  preacher's  'pinion  'twon't  be  more'n  jestice 
for  one  o'  Mass  Paul's  or  Mass  Walter's  niggers 
to  git  de  chance.  Dis  plantation  dun  bed  hit's 
dyin'  thief  (excnsin'  Isrul  bein'  a  tbief).  En 
more'n  dat,  Marse  Willnm  v/ou't  be  a-comin' 
out  o'  Abraham's  bussum  to  fotch  nobody  but 
Isrul,  for  him  en  Isrul  was  partners  fum  lit- 
tle chillen,en  now  dey's  togedder  forever  Avid 
de  Lord.     Amen.'' 

There  was  a  pause.  A  carriage  drawn  hy 
two  handsomely  groomed  horses  stopped  at 
the  bridle-path,  and  a  tall,  majestic  woman  of 
seventy  descended,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  a 
black  woman  almost  as  mnjestic  in  her  own 
dignity.  The  mistress  wore  a  black  satin 
gown  and  a  widow's  cap;  the  negroes  silently 
stepped  aside,  making  au  aisle  for  her  as  she 
passed  slowly  and  yet  erectly  toward  the 
grave. 

'•My  dear  servants,"  she  said,  in  a  distinct 
toue,  "^  I  have  lost  in  Israel  a  good  and  faithful 
servant;  he  has  gone  to  his  Master  and  ours, 
and  has  his  reward.  He  has  already,  perhaps, 
seen — my  son.  I  have  just  heard  of  a  repulse 
of  our  army,  aud  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Troubles  increase,  hut  I  can  trust  you  all  to 


defend  and  protect  me  and  mine" — she  glanced 
at  the  little  girl. 

"Yes,  mistis;  shooly,  mistis,"  was  heard 
through  tbe  crowd.  Sbe  held  out  her  Avrin- 
kh^<l,  jewelled  hand  to  tbe  lad's  motber(who 
])ressed  it  in  hers),  walked  back  to  the  carriage, 
and  was  driven  away. 

Tbe  preacher  tben  again  assumed  connuand. 
Taking  the  child  in  his  arms,  he  tilled  the  lit- 
tle shovel  Avhich  lay  am<uig  the  ugly  imple- 
ments with  earth,  and  handed  it  to  her.  Tbe 
little  girl,  seated  comfortably  on  his  shoulder, 
took  it  with  grave  complacency,  and  hxd^ed 
with  mournful  but  unfrightened  gaze  into  the 
open  grave, 

"Yearth  to  yearth,  dust  to  dust,  asbes  to 
ashes,'' said  the  preacber;  and  the  child  let 
fall  the  clods  with  a  practiced  hand  on  the 
coffin.  Awaiting  tbe  resurrection  of  the  dead! 
Sbe  then  slipped  down,  put  her  band  in  that  of 
her  nninuny,  and  the  process  of  tilling  the 
chasm  began.  Wben  tbe  last  spadeful  of  earth 
was  patted  down,  and  tbe  tools — which  tbe 
negroes  always  leave  hy  a  grave  until  needed 
for  a  similar  occasion — were  placed  alongside, 
the  whole  company  broke  out  in  a  hymn.  It 
was  started  by  the  little  girl  (wlio  evidently, 
next  to  tbe  preacher  and  tbe  corpse,  was  the 
most  important  person  at  all  funerals),  and 
taken  up  hy  the  mother,  till  one  hy  one  all 
joined  in  the  burst  of  melody.  There  were  no 
tears:  tears  were  for  the  lost,  for  the  sinner; 
it  was  rebellious  for  Cbristians  to  weep;  and 
so,  singing,  the  procession  wound  down  the 
hill. 

On  Canaan's  calm  and  peaceful  shore 
We  ain't  gwine  die  no  more,  no  more— 
We  ain't  gwine  die  no  more. 

I.  C.  Cabell. 

THE  COOLEST  MAN  IN  THE  FRENCH  ARMY. 

''Tbe  coolest  man  I  ever  knew  was  old  Vic- 
tor de  St.  Hilaire,  the  colonel  of  an  infantry 
regiment  that  saw  some  service  in  Algeria," 
said  Colonel  Henri  Dubois,  one  of  a  part}'  of 
French  ofHcers  wbo,  having  halted  to  take  a 
look  at  Siam  on  their  way  home  from  tbe  Ton- 
quin  war,  had  come  to  dine  with  us  on  board 
of  a  British  gun -boat  Avhich  had  somehow 
found  its  way  up  tbe  Mei-Nam  River. 

*'  I've  known  men,"  he  continued, '' who  man- 
aged to  put  on  a  great  show  of  coolness  in  time 
of  danger,  though  they  Avere  really  very  much 
excited;  but  there  was  no  putting-on  with  St. 
Hilaire — it  came  as  natural  to  him  as  eating 
his  dinner.  All  his  hair-breadth  escapes  (and 
he  had  had  so  many  that  be  could  hardly  count 
them  himself)  had  left  him  as  cool  as  before, 
and  it  really  seemed  as  if  dangers  passed  him 
by  hecause  he  would  not  condescend  to  notice 
that  they  were  there  at  all.  Once  his  men  mu- 
tinied, and  two  of  them  clapped  tbeir  bayonets 
to  his  hreast  as  if  to  run  him  through ;  but  tbe 
colonel  only  smiled, and  said,  as  quietly  as  ever, 
'Be  careful,  my  lads;  you  might  hurt  me.' 

"Now  it  happened  that  in  Colonel  St.  Hi- 
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laire's  regiment  tliero  ^ras  a  peppery  yoniig 
8(ib-lieuteiiant  wlio  ^\as  as  hot  as  the  colonel 
was  cool.  With  him  it  was  always  (as  you 
English  say)  'a  word  and  a  blow,  and  the  blow 
first.'  He  liad  fonght  so  many  dnels  that  the 
soldiers  used  to  call  him  'Sudden  Death/  and 
to  s!iy  that  the  best  way  to  end  the  war  Avould 
be  for  him  to  challenge  the  enemy's  whole 
army,  man  by  man.  Well,  one  day  this  lieu- 
tenant had  committed  some  fault,  for  which 
the  colonel  gave  him  snch  a  scolding  that  the 
young  fellow's  hot  blood  couldn't  bear  it  any 
longer.  Quick  as  lightning  he  whipped  out  a 
pistol  and  fired  right  at  St.  Hilaire's  face,  so 
close  that  the  mnzzle  almost  touched  him. 
l^nt  the  pistol  missed  fire,  and  the  colonel  said, 
quite  coolly,  'Forty-eight  hours'  arrest  for  not 
keeping  your  arms  in  proper  order.'" 

''And  was  that  all  that  the  lieutenant  got?" 
asked  a  dozen  voices  at  once,  iu  undisguised 
amazement. 

"That  was  all;  and  I  can  tell  you  that  lie 
thought  it  was  quite  enough  —  Ha!  general, 
good-evening.  I  was  just  telling  these  gen- 
tlemen how  you  once  put  me  under  arrest  for 
uot  having  my  pistols  in  working  order." 

David  Ker. 

THE  DINGY  SOD  HOUSE  OP  DAKOTA. 

I  PASSED  it  far  out  on  the  prairie, 

The  house  of  necessity  born  ; 
No  lines  of  its  dinginess  vary, 

So  sombre,  so  dark,  so  forlorn. 

It  is  bounded  by  measureless  acres ; 

Not  a  fence  or  a  tree  is  in  sight ; 
But,  though  plain  as  the  dress  of  the  Quakers, 

It  stands  in  the  sun's  broadest  light. 

The  badger  near  by  makes  his  burrow. 

The  gopher  his  hillock  of  soil, 
And  ploughs,  with  their  mile-lengths  of  furrow, 

Go  round  it  with  infinite  toil. 

A  well-curb,  a  Avash-bench,  a  woman, 
With  poultry  and  pigs,  are  outside  ; 

The  clothes-line  is  wondrously  human 
In  look,  and  the  vista— how  wide  ! 

You  can  go  to  the  sunrise  or  "sundown" 
In  straight  lines,  the  left  or  the  right. 

And  leagues  of  long  level  are  run  down 
Before  you  escape  from  its  sight. 

The  roof  is  well  thatched  with  coarse  grasses ; 

A  stove-pipe  peers  out  to  the  sky. 
'Tis  a  picture  whose  plainness  surpasses 

All  objects  that  challenge  the  eye. 

Twisted  hay  serves  its  owner  for  fuel: 

He  twists  it  at  ease  by  the  roar 
Of  a  hay  fire,  which  parries  the  cruel. 

Harsh  bite  of  the  wind  at  the  door. 

Sometimes  in  an  ocean  of  color 

(In  summer  'tis  yellow  or  green) 
It  stands.    In  November  a  duller 

Broad  carpet  about  it  is  seen. 

In  winter,  while  blasts  from  the  prairie 
Bring  "blizzards"  that  cease  not  to  blow, 

'Tis  as  warm  as  an  isle  of  Canary. 
Deep  under  the  tempest  and  snow. 

Joel  Benton. 


In  a  certain  Southern  State  an  execution  by 
hanging  took  place  recently.  The  criminal, 
thongh  undoubtedly"  guilty  of  murder,  had  the 
symi)athy  of  a  large  number  of  persons  on  ac- 
count of  the  extenuating  circumstances  under 
which  the  crime  was  perpetrated,  and  as  the 
fatal  day  approached,  unmerous  marks  of  kind- 
ness were  shown  the  prisoner.  A  great  many 
visited  him  in  his  cell,  and  the  following  re- 
port was  made  of  the  last  interview  betweeu 
husband  and  wiCe : 

On  the  evening  preceding  the  execution, 
when  the  jailer,  with  deepest  sympathy,  an- 
nounced to  the  wife  that  the  time  was  up,  and 
she  must  leave,  she  embraced  her  husbaiul,  and 
with  many  tears  asked  his  x>ermission  to  be 
allowed  to  witness  the  execution.  He  sternly 
and  indignantly  refused,  whereupon  she  burst 
into  a  fresh  flood  of  tears,  and  exclaimed,  "Oh, 
William,  I  did  not  expect  this  of  you  ;  but  you 
know  you  always  would  refuse  mo  every  ]}lea- 
surcy E.  E.  S. 

A  neighbor  of  mine  (writes  a  lady)  always 
insists  upon  his  children  eating  their  crusts 
before  they  can  be  helped  to  anything  more. 
Once  there  was  company  at  the  dinner  table, 
and  one  of  the  children  passed  her  plate  to 
her  father  for  some  pie.  Her  father,  observ- 
ing a  crust  on  the  plate,  said,  "  What  is  this 
on  thy  plate,  Marion?"  Keceiving  no  reply, 
he  repeated  the  question.  Still  getting  no  an- 
swer, he  helped  her  to  the  pie  to  avoid  a  scene. 
When  the  plate  reached  Miss  Marion  she  lean- 
ed over  to  her  sister  and  said,  in  a  perfectly 
audible  under-tone,  "  Well,  he  don't  know  a 
crust  when  he  sees  it." 


When  they  proposed  bringing  out  the  Fas- 
sion  Flay  on  the  stage  of  the  Boston  Globe,  the 
principals  were  discussing  the  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  characters.  Said  Morse,  "  We  will 
put  a  group  of  soldiers  here,  and  Pontius  Pilate 
here,  and  over  there  the  twelve  apostles." 

"Twelve  apostles,"  said  the  Boston  man- 
ager; "you  may  just  as  well  put  in  two  dozen 
apostles,  there's  plenty  of  room." 


"  Landlord,"  said  a  Wisconsin  traveller, 
emerging  from  the  dining-room  after  a  long 
ar.d  fruitless  struggle  to  secure  a  dinner — 
"Landlord,  there's  one  thing  you  have  here 
that's  as  good  as  the  Palmer  House,  Chicago." 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  j^dease  you.  sir.  What 
is  it?" 

"  The  salty  

ONLY  AN  INCIDENT. 
A  few  evenings  ago  (writes  a  Southern  lady) 
the  conversation  turned  upon  suitable  times 
and  places  for  courtships.  I  said  I  had  once 
been  an  accidental  eye-witness — shall  I  call  it? 
— to  a  proposal  on  the  cars.  "Oh,  tell  us!" 
"Please  do  let  us  hear!"  exclaimed  ten  youug 
voices    and  two  mature   oues.      I  could  not 
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Fv  .fter  tbe  recital,  T^hieh  was  snita- 

\'  -tl,  a  lady,  whose  opiuion  I  valne, 

I'-  _  _  :   I  woiiM  send  it  to  Harprr.      I 

L^  .rties — u'.ik:.'   ■  :.  i,.  me — 'a-'I  take 

no  otieuse  if  ibey  r>:      _  -    in  as 
xheiT  \>T>  :  -r:'..     I  L  . 
siicb  a 
usedr.: 

mo:    ■ 

r 

cr. 

"iras  crowded.  « 

find  a  sear,  but  ■ 

in  tbe  aisle  at  her  side, 

.- f  :!.c-  i'-v.      I: 


_       ..Ai  ai 
:  I  be  identical  vronls 

:  to  leare  Kicb- 

_    "  !.-:.  ;i  l»ridal 

IS  oc- 

coacb 

:  could  not 

V  standing 

,  abuat  tbe 

j.rk.  and  I 

_   Aud  leaned 

-  .  i  my  eyesv. 

^  was  farther 

an  eares-droj^ 

I  proved  to  be:  fur 


:  the  al«> 

e  to  be  asleep,  s 


•n- 


evc:.:>   ._  i    :. 

t.   - 

niv  . 

simply  tD 

from  nr    :' 

per.  b 

in  the 

pie,  s' 

••lore?  "*  r^^  *    T.'  r'  ,  '  •  K 

upon  1-  :- 

nessL-  i 

of  ns, "-  -  yon  cai^  :*. 

fonuii:^         _  :_-  lady's  e_;  - 

lateral  triangle.     lu  free  An  i 

public  conveyanc-e,  I  did  not  : .:   .      -?- 

saiT  to  remind  them  of  my  presence.    Present- 


ly be  bent  closer,  and  whispered:  **Yoa  must 
know  by  this  time  what  my  attentions  to  you 
mean.  May  I  hope  that  I  may  claim  you  as 
miner* 

~ :  she  said.  "  I  am  rery  sor- 
nr  paths  throngb  life  irill 


After  a' 


ry.  but 
have  ! 

He 
deep  - 

Thv 
eyes. 
tur.  r."! 


c  ourse ;  then,  heaving  a 


[ill  rested  my 
.le  lover  re- 
:  g :  '•  I  have 

Can  yongi\  c 


Alter  a  while  the 
:»:iJ  renewed  bis  -         - 
>  .1  wretched  minutes. 

Her  voice  iu  the  gloaming  sonndetl  like  mn- 
sic  to  hiui.  I  have  no  doubts  as  she  answered: 
"  I  have  been  thinking  over  what  I  told  yon. 
No  one  knows  what  will  be  in  tbe  future,  and 
X»erhap>s  our  paths  may  c^mrerpe." 

Just  then  the  whistle  blew  for  my  station, 
and  gathering  np  my  possessioDS.  I  was  pre- 
paring to  depart,  when  he  exclaimed,  joy fnUy: 
~  Do  you  gel  off  here  T  Allow  me  to  help  yon 
with  these."  And  with  shining  eyes  he  took 
my  satchel  and  parcels,  and  helped  me  off, 
even  controlling  himself  so  far  as  to  bow  re- 
spectfully as  I  left. 

On  looking  back  I  conT".  «-:c  I'^e  lady  in  my 
seat  by  the  window,  an-.  y  lover  sil- 

ting by  her  side.     The  v      -  v.  iLe  train 

started,  and — the  curtain  feii. 


.JXern,  i\imH»f  he  ka 


"THE    FAIR   VALE    OF    SPRmGHAVEN."-[See  page  716.] 
From  a  drawing  by  Alfred  Parsons. 
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BY  CHARLES  DUDLEY  WARNER. 


CHAPTER  I. 

WHEN  Irene  looked  out  of  ber  state- 
room window  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth  of  March,  there  was  a 
softness  and  luminous  quality  in  the  ho- 
rizon clouds  that  prophesied  spring-.  The 
steamboat,  which  had  left  Baltimore  and 
an  arctic  temperature  tlie  night  before, 
was  drawing  near  the  wharf  at  Portress 
Monroe,  and  the  passengers,  most  of  whom 
were  seeking  a  mild  climate,  were  crowd- 
ing the  guards,  eagerly  scanning  the  long 
fagade  of  the  Hygeia  Hotel. 

"It  looks  more  like  a  conservatory 
than  a  hotel,"  said  Irene  to  her  father,  as 
she  joined  him. 

"I  expect  that's  about  what  it  is.  All 
those  long  corridors  above  and  below  in- 
closed in  glass  are  to  jjrotect  the  hot- 
house plants  of  New  York  and  Boston, 
who  call  it  a  Winter  Resort,  and  I  guess 
there's  considerable  winter  in  it." 

' '  But  how  charming  it  is — the  soft  sea 
air,  the  low  capes  yonder,  the  sails  in  the 
opening  shining  in  the  haze,  and  the  peace- 
ful old  fort!  I  think  it's  just  enchant- 
ing." 

"I  suppose  it  is.  Get  a  thousand  peo- 
ple crowded  into  one  hotel  under  glass, 
and  let  'em  buzz  around — that  seems  to  be 
the  present  notion  of  enjoyment.  I  guess 
your  mother'll  like  it." 

And  she  did.  Mrs.  Benson,  who  ap- 
peared at  the  moment,  a  little  flurried 
with  her  hasty  toilet,  a  stout,  matronly 
person,  rather  overdressed  for  travelling, 
exclaimed:  "What  a  home-like  looking 
place !     I  do  hope  the  Stimpsons  are  here !" 

"No  doubt  the  Stimpsons  are  on 
hand,"  said  Mr.  Benson.  "Catch  them 
not  knowing  what's  the  right  thing  to  do 
in  March!  They  know  just  as  well  as 
you  do  that  the  Reynoldses  and  the  Van 
Peagrims  are  here. " 


The  crowd  of  passengers,  alert  to  regis- 
ter and  secure  rooms,  hurried  up  the 
windy  Avharf.  The  interior  of  the  hotel 
kept  the  promise  of  the  outside  for  com- 
fort. Behind  the  glass-defended  veran- 
das, in  the  spacious  office  and  general 
lounging-room,  sea-coal  fires  glowed  in 
the  wide  grates,  tables  were  heaped  with 
newspapers  and  the  illustrated  pamphlets 
in  which  railways  and  hotels  set  forth  the 
advantages  of  leaving  home ;  luxurious 
chairs  invited  the  lazy  and  the  tired,  and 
the  hotel  bureau,  telegraph  office,  railway 
office,  and  post-office  showed  the  new- 
comer that  even  in  this  resort  he  was  still 
in  the  centre  of  activity  and  uneasiness. 
The  Bensons,  who  had  fortunately  se- 
cured rooms  a  month  in  advance,  sat 
quietly  waiting  while  the  crowd  filed  be- 
fore the  register,  and  took  its  fate  from  the 
courteous  autocrat  behind  the  counter. 
"No  room,"  was  the  nearly  uniform  an- 
swer, and  the  travellers  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  writing  their  names  and  going 
their  way  in  search  of  entertainment. 
"We've  eight  hundred  people  stowed 
away,"  said  the  clerk,  "and  not  a  spot  left 
for  a  hen  to  roost." 

At  the  end  of  the  file  Irene  noticed  a 
gentleman,  clad  in  a  perfectly  fitting- 
rough  travelling  suit,  wuth  the  inevitable 
crocodile  hand-bag  and  tightly  rolled 
umbrella,  who  made  no  effort  to  enroll 
ahead  of  any  one  else,  but  having  pro- 
cured some  letters  from  the  post-office 
clerk,  patiently  waited  till  the  rest  were 
turned  away,  and  then  put  down  his 
name.  He  might  as  well  have  written  it 
in  his  hat.  The  deliberation  of  the  man, 
Avho  appeared  to  be  an  old  traveller, 
though  probably  not  more  than  thirty 
years  of  age,  attracted  Irene's  attention, 
and  she  could  not  help  hearing  the  dia- 
logue that  followed. 

"What  can  you  do  for  me  ?" 
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"  Notliing,"  said  the  clerk. 

''Can't  you  stow  me  away  anywliere? 
Tt  is  Saturday,  and  ver\'  inconvenient  for 
nie  to  g-o  any  further." 

"Can  not  lielp  tliat.  AVe  liavcn't  an 
incli  of  room." 

"Well,  where  can  I  go?"' 

''You  can  go  to  Baltimore.  You  can 
go  to  Washington  ;  or  you  can  go  to  Rich- 
mond this  afternoon.  You  can  go  any- 
where.'' 

"Couldn't  I,"  said  the  stranger,  with 
the  same  deliberation — "  wouldn't  you  let 
me  go  to  Charleston  ?" 

''Why,"  said  the  clerk,  a  little  sur- 
]irisecl,  but  disposed  to  accommodate — 
"why,  yes,  you  can  go  to  Charleston.  If 
you  take  at  once  the  boat  you  have  just 
left,  I  guess  vou  can  catch  the  train  at 
Norfolk." 

As  the  traveller  turned  and  called  a 
porter  to  reship  his  baggage,  he  was  met 
by  a  lady,  who  greeted  him  with  the  cor- 
diality of  an  old  acquaintance  and  a  vol- 
ley of  questions. 

"Wliy,  Mr.  King,  this  is  good  luck. 
When  did  you  come?  have  you  a  good 
room  ?     What,  no,  not  going  ?'' 

Mr.  Kii]g  explained  that  he  had  been  a 
resident  of  Hampton  Roads  just  fifteen 
minutes,  and  that  having  had  a  pretty 
good  view  of  the  place,  he  was  then  mak- 
ing his  way  out  of  the  door  to  Charleston, 
without  any  breakfast,  because  there  was 
no  room  in  the  inn. 

"Oh,  that  never  '11  do.  That  can  not 
be  permitted,"  said  his  engaging  friend, 
with  an  air  of  determination.  "  Besides, 
I  want  you  to  go  wath  us  on  an  excursion 
to-day  up  the  James  and  help  me  chap- 
eron a  lot  of  young  ladies.  No,  you  can 
not  go  away." 

And  before  Mr.  Stanhope  King — for  that 
was  the  name  the  traveller  had  inscribed 
on  the  register — knew  exactly  what  had 
happened,  by  some  mysterious  power 
which  women  can  exercise  even  in  a  ho- 
tel, when  they  choose,  he  found  himself 
in  possession  of  a  room,  and  was  gayly 
breakfasting  with  a  merry  party  at  a  lit- 
tle round  table  in  the  dining-room. 

"He  appears  to  know  everybody,"  was 
Mrs.  Benson's  comment  to  Irene,  as  she 
observed  his  greeting  of  one  and  another 
as  the  guests  tardily  came  down  to  break- 
fast. "Anyway  he's  a  genteel-looking 
party.  I  wonder  if  he  belongs  to  Sotor, 
King,  and  Co.,  of  New  York ?" 

"Oh,    mother,"  began    Irene,  with    a 


quick  glaiice  at  the  people  at  the  next  ta- 
ble; and  then,  "if  he  is  a  genteel  party, 
very  likely  he's  a  drummer.  The  drum- 
mers kiu)w  everybody." 

And  Ii-ene  conlined  her  attention  strict- 
ly to  her  breakfast,  and  never  looked  u]). 
although  Mrs.  Benson  kept  prattling 
away  about  the  young  man's  api)earance, 
wondering  if  his  eyes  were  dark  blue  or 
only  dark  gray,  and  why  he  didn't  part 
his  hair  exactly  in  the  middle  and  done 
with  it,  and  a  full,  close  beard  was  becom- 
ing, and  he  had  a  good,  frank  face  any- 
way, and  why  didn't  the  Stimpsons  come 
down;  and,  "Oh,  there's  the  Van  Pea- 
grinis,"  and  Mrs.  Benson  bowed  sweetly 
and  repeatedly  to  somebody  across  the 
room. 

To  an  angel,  or  even  to  that  .'ijiproach 
to  an  angel  in  this  woi-ld,  a  person  wlio 
has  satisfied  his  appetite,  the  spectacle  of 
a  crowd  of  people  feeding  together  in  a 
large  room  nnist  be  a  little  humiliating. 
The  fact  is  that  no  animal  appears  at  its 
best  in  this  necessary  occupation.  But  a 
hotel  breakfast-room  is  not  without  inter- 
est. The  very  way  in  which  people  enter 
the  room  is  a  revelation  of  character.  Mr. 
King,  who  was  put  in  good  humor  by 
falling  on  his  feet,  as  it  were,  in  such 
agreeable  company,  amused  himself  by 
studying  the  guests  as  they  entered. 
There  was  the  portly,  florid  man,  who 
"swelled"  in,  patronizing  the  entire  room, 
followed  by  a  meek  little  wife  and  three 
timid  children.  There  Avas  the  broad, 
dowager  woman,  preceded  by  a  meek, 
shrinking  little  man,  whose  whole  appear- 
ance was  an  apology.  There  was  a  mod- 
est young  couple  Avho  looked  exceedingly 
self-conscious  and  happy,  and  another 
couple,  not  quite  so  young,  wiio  were  not 
conscious  of  anybody,  the  gentleman  giv- 
ing a  curt  order  to  the  waiter,  and  falling 
at  once  to  reading  a  newspaper,  while  his 
wife  took  a  listless  attitude,  which  seemed 
to  have  become  second  nature.  There 
were  two  very  tall,  very  graceful,  very 
high-bred  girls  in  semi -mourning,  ac- 
companied by  a  nice  lad  in  tight  clothes, 
a  model  of  propriety  and  slender  physical 
resources,  who  perfectly  reflected  the  gra- 
cious elevation  of  his  sisters.  There  Avas 
a  preponderance  of  women,  as  is  apt  to  be 
the  case  in  such  resorts.  A  fact  expli- 
cable not  on  the  theory  that  women  are 
more  delicate  than  men,  but  that  Amer- 
ican men  are  too  busy  to  take  this  sort  of 
relaxation,  and  that  the  care  of  an  estab- 
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lisliment,witli  the  demands  of  society  and 
tlie  woriy  of  servants,  so  draw  upon  the 
nervous  energy  of  women  that  they  are 
glad  to  escape  occasionally  to  the  irre- 
sponsihility  of  hotel  life.  Mr.  King  no- 
ticed that  many  of  the  women  had  the 
unmistakable  air  of  familiarity  with  this 
sort  of  life,  both  in  the  dining-room  and 
at  the  office,  and  were  not  nearly  so  timid 
as  some  of  the  men.  And  this  was  very 
observable  in  the  case  of  the  girls,  who 
v^^ere  chaperoning  their  mothers,  shriidv- 
ing  women  who  seemed  a  little  confused 
bj'  the  bustle,  and  a  little  awed  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  great  caravansary. 

At  length  Mr.  King's  eye  fell  upon  the 
Benson  group.  Usually  it  is  unfortunate 
that  a  young  lady  should  be  observed  for 
the  first  time  at  table.  The  act  of  eating 
is  apt  to  be  disenchanting.  It  needs  con- 
siderable infatuation  and  perhaps  true 
love  on  the  part  of  a  young  man  to  make 
him  see  anything  agreeable  in  this  per- 
formance. However  attractive  a  girl  may 
be,  the  man  may  be  sure  that  he  is  not  in 
love  if  his  admiration  can  not  stand  this 
test.  It  is  saying  a  great  deal  for  Irene 
that  she  did  stand  this  test  even  under  the 
observation  of  a  stranger,  and  that  she 
handled  her  fork,  not  to  put  too  fine  a 
point  upon  it,  in  a  manner  to  make  the 
fastidious  Mr.  King  desirous  to  see  more 
of  her.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  ver^- 
unromantic  view  to  take  of  one  of  the 
sweetest  subjects  in  life,  and  I  am  free  to 
confess  that  I  should  prefer  that  Mr.  King 
should  first  have  seen  Irene  leaning  on 
the  balustrade  of  the  gallery,  with  a  rose 
in  her  hand,  gazing  out  over  the  sea  with 
''that  far-away  look  in  her  eyes."  It 
would  have  made  it  much  easier  for  all  of 
us.  But  it  is  better  to  tell  the  truth,  and 
let  the  girl  appear  in  the  heroic  attitude 
of  being  superior  to  her  circumstances. 

Presently  Mr.  King  said  to  his  friend, 
Mrs.  Cortlandt,  "Who  is  that  clever-look- 
ing, graceful  girl  over  there  ?'' 

"That,"  said  Mrs.  Cortlandt,  looking 
intently  in  the  direction  indicated — "  why, 
so  it  is ;  that's  just  the  thing,"  and  without 
another  word  she  darted  across  the  room, 
and  Mr.  King  saw  her  in  animated  con- 
versation with  the  young  lady.  Return- 
ing with  satisfaction  expressed  in  her 
face,  she  continued,  "Yes,  she'll  join  our 
party — without  her  mother.  How  lucky 
you  saw  her !" 

"Well!  Is  it  the  Princess  of  Paphla- 
gonia  ?" 


"Oh,  I  forgot  you  were  not  in  Wash- 
ington last  winter.  That's  Miss  Benson  ; 
just  charming;  you'll  see.  Family  came 
from  Ohio  somewhere.  You'll  see  what 
they  are^— but  Irene!  Yes,  you  needn't 
ask ;  they've  got  monej^,  made  it  honestly. 
Began  at  the  bottom — as  if  they  were  in 
training  for  the  Presidency,  you  know — 
the  mother  hasn't  got  used  to  it  as  much 
as  the  father.  You  know  how  it  is.  But 
Irene  has  had  every  advantage — the  best 
schools,  masters,  foreign  travel,  every- 
thing. Poor  girl  !  I'm  sorry  for  her. 
Sometimc^s  I  Avisli  there  wasn't  any  such 
thing  as  education  in  this  country,  except 
for  the  educated.  She  never  shows  it; 
but  of  course  she  must  see  what  her  rela- 
tives are.'' 

The  Hotel  Hygeia  has  this  advantage, 
Avhich  is  appreciated  at  least  by  the  young 
ladies.  The  United  States  fort  is  close  at 
hand,  with  its  quota  of  young  officers,  who 
have  the  leisure  in  times  of  peace  to  pre- 
pare for  war,  domestic  or  foreign;  and 
there  is  a  naval  station  across  the  bay,  with 
vessels  that  need  fashionable  inspection. 
Considering  the  acknowledged  scarcity  of 
young  men  at  watering-places,  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  paternal  government  to  place 
its  military  and  naval  stations  close  to  the 
fashionable  resorts,  so  that  the  young  wo- 
men who  are  studying  the  german  aiul 
other  branches  of  the  life  of  the  period 
can  have  agreeable  assistants.  It  is  the 
charm  of  Fortress  Monroe  that  its  heroes 
are  kept  from  ennui  hy  the  company  as- 
sembled there,- and  that  they  can  be  of 
service  to  society. 

When  Mrs.  Cortlandt  assembled  her 
party  on  the  steam-tug  chartered  by  her 
for  the  excursion,  the  army  was  very 
well  represented.  With  the  exception 
of  the  chaperons  and  a  bronzed  veteran, 
who  was  inclined  to  direct  the  conversa- 
tion to  his  Indian  campaigns  in  the  Black 
Hills,  the  company  was  young,  and  of  the 
age  and  temper  in  which  everything  seems 
fair  in  love  and  war,  and  one  that  gave 
Mr.  King,  if  he  desired  it,  an  opiX)rtuni- 
ty  of  studying  the  girl  of  the  period — the 
girl  who  impresses  the  foreigner  with  her 
extensive  knowledge  of  life,  her  fearless 
freedom  of  manner,  and  about  whom  he 
is  apt  to  make  the  mistake  of  supposing 
that  this  freedom  has  not  perfectly  well 
defined  limits.  It  w^as  a  delightful  day, 
such  as  often  comes,  even  in  winter,  with- 
in the  Capes  of  Virginia;  the  sun  was 
genial,  the  bay  was  smooth,  with  only  a 
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Vicrht  breeze  that  kept  the  water  spark] ing" 
brilliantly,  and  just  enougli  tonic  in  the  air 
to  excite  the  spirits.  The  little  tug-,  which 
was  pretty  well  packed  with  the  merry 
company,  was  swift,  and  danced  along  in 
an  exhilarating  manner.  The  bay,  as  ev- 
erybody knows,  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
modious in  the  world,  and  would  be  one 
of  tlie  most  beautiful  if  it  had  hills  to 
overlook  it.  There  is,  to  be  sure,  a  tran- 
quil beauty  in  its  wooded  headlands  and 
long  capes,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
early  explorers  were  charmed  with  it,  or 
that  they  lost  their  way  in  its  inlets,  riv- 
ers, and  bays.  The  company  at  first  made 
a  pretense  of  trying  to  understand  its 
g-eography,  and  asked  a  hundred  questions 
about  the  batteries,  and  whence  the  Mer- 
rimac  appeared,  and  where  the  Congress 
was  sunk,  and  from  what  place  the  Moni- 
tor darted  out  upon  its  big  antagonist. 
But  everything  was  on  a  scale  so  vast 
that  it  was  difficult  to  localize  these  petty 
incidents  (big  as  they  were  in  conse- 
quences), and  the  party  soon  abandoned 
history  and  geography  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  moment.  Song  began  to  take  the 
place  of  conversation.  A  couple  of  ban- 
jos were  produced,  and  both  the  facility 
and  the  7'epertoire  of  the  young  ladies 
who  handled  them  astonished  Irene.  The 
songs  were  of  love  and  summer  seas, 
chansons  in  French,  minor  melodies  in 
Spanish,  plain  declarations  of  affection  in 
distinct  English,  flung  abroad  with  clas- 
sic abandon,  and  caught  up  by  the  chorus 
in  lilting  strains  that  partook  of  the 
bounding,  exhilarating  motion  of  the  lit- 
tle steamer.  Why,  here  is  material, 
thought  King,  for  a  troupe  of  bacchantes, 
light-hearted  leaders  of  a  summer  festi- 
val. What  charming  girls,  quick  of  wit, 
dashing  in  repartee,  who  can  pick  the 
strings,  troll  a  song,  and  dance  a  brando ! 

"It's  like  sailing  over  the  Bay  of  Na- 
ples," Irene  was  saying  to  Mr.  King,  who 
had  found  a  seat  beside  her  in  the  little 
cabin;  "the  guitar  -  strumming  and  the 
impassioned  songs,  only  that  always  seems 
to  me  a  manufactured  gayety,  an  attempt 
to  cheat  the  traveller  into  the  belief  that 
all  life  is  a  holiday.     This  is  spontaneous." 

"Yes,  and  I  suppose  the  ancient  Roman 
gayety,  of  which  the  Neapolitan  is  an 
echo,  was  spontaneous  once.  I  Avonder 
if  our  society  is  getting  to  dance  and  frolic 
along  like  that  of  old  at  Baige." 

"  Oh,  Mr.  King,  this  is  an  excursion.  I 
assure  you  the  American  girl  is  a  serious 


and  practical  person  most  of  the  time. 
You've  been  away  so  long  that  your 
standards  are  wrong.  She's  not  nearly 
so  knowing  as  she  seems  to  be." 

The  boat  was  preparing  to  land  at  New- 
port News — a  sand  bank,  with  a  railway 
terminus,  a  big  elevator,  and  a  hotel.  The 
party  streamed  along  in  laughing  and 
chatting  groups,  through  the  Avarehouse 
and  over  the  tracks  and  the  sandy  hil- 
locks to  the  hotel.  On  the  way  they  cap- 
tured a  novel  conveyance,  a  cart  with  an 
ox  harnessed  in  the  shafts,  the  property 
of  an  aged  negro,  whose  white  hair  and 
variegated  raiment  proclaimed  him  an 
ancient  Virginian,  a  survival  of  the  war. 
The  company  chartered  this  establish- 
ment, and  swarmed  upon  it  till  it  looked 
like  a  Neapolitan  calesso,  and  the  proces- 
sion might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  har- 
vest-home— the  harvest  of  beauty  and 
fashion.  The  hotel  was  captured  without 
a  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  regular  occu- 
pants, a  dance  extemporized  in  the  dining- 
room,  and  before  the  magnitude  of  the 
invasion  was  realized  by  the  garrison,  the 
dancing  feet  and  the  laughing  girls  were 
away  again,  and  the  little  boat  was  leap- 
ing along  in  the  Elizabeth  River  toward 
the  Portsmouth  Navy-yard. 

It  isn't  a  model  war  establishment  this 
Portsmouth  yard,  but  it  is  a  pleasant  re- 
sort, with  its  stately  barracks  and  open 
square  and  occasional  trees.  In  nothing 
does  the  American  woman  better  show  her 
patriotism  than  in  her  desire  to  inspect 
naval  vessels  and  understand  dry-docks 
under  the  guidance  of  naval  officers.  Be- 
sides some  old  war  hulks  at  the  station, 
there  were  a  couple  of  training-ships  get- 
ting ready  for  a  cruise,  and  it  made  one 
proud  of  his  country  to  see  the  interest 
shown  by  our  party  in  everything  on 
board  of  them,  patiently  listening  to  the 
explanation  of  the  breech-loading  guns, 
diving  down  into  the  between  -  decks, 
crowded  with  the  school-boys,  where  it  is 
impossible  for  a  man  to  stand  ux^right  and 
difficult  to  avoid  the  stain  of  paint  and  tar, 
or  swarming  in  the  cabin,  eager  to  know 
the  mode  of  the  officers'  life  at  sea.  So 
those  are  the  little  x^laces  where  they  sleep  ? 
and  here  is  w^here  they  dine,  and  here  is  a 
library — a  hap-hazard  case  of  books  in  the 
saloon.  It  was  in  running  her  eyes  over 
these  that  a  young  lady  discovered  that 
the  novels  of  Zola  were  among  the  nau- 
tical works  needed  in  the  navigation  of  a 
ship  of  war. 


664 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


On  the  return— and  tlie  twenty  miles 
seemed  short  enouirh — hmch  was' served, 
and  was  tlie  occasion  of  a  crood  deal  of  hi- 
larity and  innocent  badinage.  Thei*e  wei*e 
those  who  still  sang",  and  insisted  on  sip- 
ping the  heel-taps  of  the  morning  gayety : 
but  was  King  mistaken  in  supiX)sing  that 
a  little  seriousness  had  stolen  ujx^n  the 
party — a  serious  intention,  namely,  be- 
t  ween  one  and  another  couple  ?  The  wind 
had  risen,  for  one  thing,  and  the  little 
boat  was  so  tosseil  alx)ut  by  the  vigorous 
waves  that  the  skipper  declaimed  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  attempt  to  land  on  the 
Rip  Raps.  Was  it  tlie  thought  that  the 
day  was  over,  and  that  underneath  all 
chaff  and  hilarity  thei'e  was  the  question 
of  settling  in  life  to  be  met  some  time, 
which  subdued  a  little  the  high  spirits, 
and  gave  an  air  of  protection  and  of  ten- 
derness to  a  couple  here  and  there  ?  Con- 
sciously, ]>erhaps.  this  entered  into  the 
thought  of  nolx>dy ;  but  still  the  old  story 
will  go  on.  and  perhaps  all  the  more  rap- 
idly under  a  mask  of  raillery  and  merri- 
ment. 

There  was  great  bustling  about,  hunt- 
ing up  wraps  and  lost  parasols  and  mislaid 
gloves,  and  a  chorus  of  agreement  on  the 
delight  of  the  day,  wyKyn  going  ashore; 
and  Mrs.  Cortlandt.  who  looked  the  young- 
est and  most  animated  of  the  flock,  was 
quite  overwhelmed  with  thanks  and  con- 
gratulations upon  the  success  of  her  ex- 
cui-sioii. 

''Yes.  it  was  perfect:  you've  given  us 
all  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  Mi*s.  Cort- 
landt."' Mr.  King  was  saying,  as  he  stood 
beside  her.  watching  the  exodus. 

Perhaps  Mi*s.  Cortlandt  fancied  his  eyes 
were  following  a  particular  figure,  for  she 
responded:  "And  how  did  you  like  her  C 

"Like  her  —  Miss  Benson  r  Why.  I 
didn't  see  much  of  her.  I  thought  she  was 
very  intelligent — seemed  very  much  inter- 
ested when  Lieutenant  Green  was  explain- 
ing to  her  what  made  the  dry-dock  dry — 
but  ihey  were  all  that.  Did  you  say  her 
eyes  were  gray  ?  I  couldn't  make  out  if 
they  were  not  rather  blue,  after  all — large, 
changeable  sort  of  eyes,  long  lashes:  eyes 
that  look  at  you  seriously  and  steadily, 
Avithout  the  least  bit  of  coquetry  or  world- 
liness:  eyes  expi^ssing  simplicity  and  in- 
tei'^st  in  what  you  are  saying — not  in  you. 
but  in  what  you  are  saying.  So  few  wo- 
men know  how  to  listen ;  most  women  ap- 
pear to  be  thinking  of  themselves  and  the 
effect  they  are  producing." 


Mi*s.  Cortlandt  laughed.  "Ah;  I  see. 
And  a  little  *  sadnes.s'  in  them,  wasn't 
there  ?  Tliose  are  the  most  dangerous 
eyes.  The  sort  that  follow  you.  that  you 
see  in  the  dark  at  night  after  the  gas  is 
turned  off." 

"I  haven't  the  faculty  of  seeing  things 
in  the  dark.  Mis.  Cortlandt.  Oh.  there's 
the  mother!"  And  the  shrill  voice  of 
Mi*s.  Benson  was  heard :  "We  was  getting 
uneasy  alx)ut  you.  Pa  says  a  storms  com- 
ing, and  that  you'd  be  sick  as  sick.  " 

The  weatlier  was  changing.  But  that 
evening  the  spacious  hotel,  luxurious, 
perfectly  warmed  and  well  lighted,  crowd- 
ed with  an  agreeable  if  not  a  brilliant  com- 
pany— for  Mr.  King  noted  the  fact  that 
none  of  the  gentlemen  dressed  for  dinner 
— seemed  all  the  more  pleasant  for  the  con- 
trast with  the  weather  outside.  Thus 
hou.sed.  it  was  pleasant  to  hear  the  waves 
dashing  against  the  breakwater.  Just  by 
chance,  in  the  ball-room.  Mr.  King  found 
himself  seated  by  Mrs.  Benson  and  a 
group  of  elderly  ladies,  who  had  the  per- 
functory air  of  likiug  the  mild  gayety  of 
the  place.  To  one  of  them  ^Ir.  King  was 
presented.  Mrs.  Stimpson — a  stout  woman 
with  a  broad  red  face  and  fishy  eyes,  wear- 
ing an  elaborate  head-dress  with  purple 
flowers,  and  attired  as  if  she  were  ex- 
pecting to  take  a  prize.  Mrs.  Stimpson 
was  loftily  condescending,  and  asked  Mr. 
King  if  this  was  his  first  visit.  She'd  been 
coming hei*e  yeai*s  and  years:  never  could 
get  through  the  spring  without  a  few  week.b 
at  the  Hj-geia.  Mr.  King  saw  a  good 
many  people  at  this  hotel  who  seemed  to 
regard  it  as  a  home. 

"I  hope  your  daughter.  Mrs.  Benson, 
was  not  tired  out  with  the  leather  long 
voyage  to-day." 

"Not  a  mite.  I  guess  she  enjoyed  it. 
She  don't  seem  to  enjoy  most  things.  She's 
got  everything  heart  can  wish  at  home. 
I  don't  know  how  it  is.  I  was  telliii'  pa, 
Mr.  Benson,  to-day  that  girls  ain't  what 
they  u.sed  to  be  in  my  time.  Takes  more 
to  satisfy  'em.  Now  my  daughter,  if  I 
say  it  as  shouldn't.  Mr.  King,  thei'e  ain't 
a  better-appearin'.  nor  smarter,  nor  more 
dutiful  girl  any  where— well.  I  just  couldn't 
live  without  her:  and  she's  had  the  l>est 
schools  in  the  East  and  Europe:  done  all 
Europe  and  Rome  and  Italy:  and,  after 
all,  somehow,  she  don't  seem  contented  in 
Cyrusville — that's  where  we  live  in  Ohio 
— one  of  the  smartest  places  in  the  State: 
grown  right  up  to  be  a  city  since  we  was 
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married.  She  never  says  anytliing.  but  I 
can  see.  And  we  haven't  spared  anything 
on  our  house.  And  society — there's  a 
great  deal  more  society  than  I  ever  had." 
Mr.  King  might  have  been  astonished 
at  this  outpouring  if  he  had  not  observed 
that  it  is  precisely  in  hotels  and  to  en- 
tire strangei'^  that  some  people  are  apt  to 
talk  with  less  reserve  than  to  intimate 
friends. 


"I've  no  doubt.''  he  said,  "you  have  a 
lovely  home  in  Cyrusville." 

"  ATell.  I  guess  it's  got  all  the  improve- 
ments. Pa.  Mr.  Benson,  said  that  he  didn't 
know  of  anything  that  had  been  left  out, 
and  we  had  a  man  up  from  Cincinnati, 
who  did  all  the  furnishing  before  Ii'ene 
came  home."" 

'  ■  Perhaps  your  daughter  would  have 
preferred  to  furnish  it  herself  ?" 
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"Mebbe  so.  She  said  it  was  splendid, 
but  it  looked  like  somebody's  else  house. 
She  says  the  queerest  things  sometimes. 
I  told  Mr.  Benson  that  I  thousrht  it  would 
be  a  good  thing-  to  go  away  from  home  a 
little  while  and  travel  round.  I've  never 
been  away  much  except  in  New  York, 
where  Mr.  Benson  has  business  a  good 
deal.  We've  been  in  Washington  this 
winter." 

'"Are  you  going  further  south  V' 

"Yes:  we  calculate  to  go  down  to  the 
New  Orleans  Centennial.  Pa  wants  to 
see  the  Exposition,  and  Irene  wants  to  see 
what  the  South  looks  like,  and  so  do  I. 
I  suppose  it's  perfectly  safe  now.  so  long 
after  the  war  r " 

*"  Oh.  I  should  say  so." 

•'That's  what  Mr.  Benson  says.  He 
says  it's  all  nonsense  the  talk  about  what 
the  South  '11  do  now  the  Democrats  are 
in.  He  says  the  South  wants  to  make 
money,  and  wants  the  country  prosperous 
as  much  as  anybody.  Yes,  we  are  going 
to  take  a  regular  tour  all  summer  round  to 
the  different  places  where  people  go.  Irene 
calls  it  a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  places 
of  America.  Pa  thinks  we'll  get  enough 
of  it,  and  he's  determined  we  shall  have 
enough  of  it  for  once.  I  suppose  we  shall. 
I  like  to  travel,  but  I  haven't  seen  any 
place  Ijetter  than  Cyrusville  yet." 

As  Irene  did  not  make  her  appearance. 
Mr.  King  tore  himself  away  from  this  in- 
teresting conversation  and  strolled  about 
the  parlors,  made  engagements  to  take 
early  coffee  at  the  fort,  to  go  to  church 
with  3Irs.  Cortlandt  and  her  friends,  and 
afterward  to  drive  over  to  Hampton  and 
see  the  copper  and  other  colored  schools, 
talked  a  little  politics  over  a  late  cigar, 
and  then  went  to  betl.  rather  curious  to 
see  if  the  eyes  that  Mrs.  Cortlandt  regarded 
as  so  dangerous  would  appear  to  him  in 
the  darkness. 

When  he  awoke,  his  first  faint  impres- 
sions were  that  the  Hygeia  had  drifted 
out  to  sea.  and  then  that  a  dense  fog  had 
drifted  in  and  enveIo{)ed  it.  But  this  il- 
lusion was  speedily  dispelled.  The  win- 
dow-ledge was  piled  high  with  snow. 
Snow  filled  the  air.  whirled  about  by  a 
gale  that  was  banging  the  window-shut- 
ters and  raging  exactly  like  a  Northern 
tempest.  It  swirled  the  snow  about  in 
waves  and  dark  masses  interspersed  with 
rifts  of  light,  dark  here  and  luminous 
there.  The  Rip-Raps  were  lost  to  view. 
Out  at  sea  black  clouds  hung  in  the  ho- 


rizon, heavy  re-enforcements  for  the  at- 
tacking storm.  The  ground  was  heaped 
with  the  still  fast-falling  snow — ten  inch- 
es deep  he  heard  it  said  when  he  descend- 
ed. The" Baltimore  boat  had  not  arrived. 
and  could  not  get  in.  The  waves  at  the 
wharf  rolled  in.  black  and  heavy,  with  a 
sullen  beat,  and  the  sky  shut  down  close 
to  the  water,  except  when  a  sudden 
stronger  gust  of  wind  cleare<l  a  luminous 
space  for  an  instant.  Storm-bound :  that 
is  what  the  Hygeia  was — a  winter  resort 
without  any  doubt. 

The  hotel  was  put  to  a  test  of  its  qual- 
ities. There  was  no  getting  abroad  in  such 
a  storm.  But  the  Hygeia  appeared  at  its 
best  in  this  emergency.  The  long  glass 
corridors,  where  no  one  could  venture  in 
the  arctic  temperature,  gave,  nevertheless, 
an  air  of  brightness  and  cheerfulness  to 
the  interior,  where  big  fires  blazed,  and 
the  company  were  exalted  into  good-fel- 
lowship and  gayety — a  deconius  Sunday 
gayety — by  the  elemental  war  from  which 
they  were  securely  housed. 

If  the  defenders  of  their  country  in  the 
fortress  mounted  guanl  that  morning,  the 
guests  at  the  Hygeia  did  not  see  them,  but 
a  good  many  of  them  mounted  guard  later 
at  the  hotel,  and  offered  to  the  young  la- 
dies there  that  protection  which  the  brave 
like  to  give  the  fair.  Notwithstanding 
this.  Mr.  Stanhope  King  could  not  say  the 
day  was  dull.  After  a  morning  presuma- 
bly spent  over  works  of  a  religious  char- 
acter, some  of  the  young  ladies,  who  had 
been  the  life  of  the  excursion  the  day  be- 
fore, showed  their  versatility  by  devising 
serious  amusements  befitting  the  day.  such 
as  twenty  questions  on  Scriptural  subjects, 
palmistry,  which  on  another  day  is  an  aid 
to  mild  flirtation,  and  an  exhibition  of 
mind-reading,  not  public — oh  dear  no  I — 
but  with  a  favored  group  in  a  private 
parlor.  In  none  of  these  groups,  how- 
ever, did  ^Ir.  King  find  Miss  Benson,  and 
when  he  encountered  her  after  dinner  in 
the  reading-room,  she  confessed  that  she 
had  declined  an  invitation  to  assist  at  the 
mind-reading,  partly  from  a  lack  of  inter- 
est, and  partly  from  a  reluctance  to  dab- 
ble in  such  things. 

''Surely  you  are  not  uninterested  in 
what  is  now  called  psychical  research  ? ' 
he  asked. 

•  •  That  depends. "  said  Irene.  "  If  I  were 
a  physician.  I  should  like  to  watch  the 
operation  of  the  minds  of  '  sensitives'  as  a 
pathological  study.     But  the  experiments 
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I  have  seen  are  merely  exciting;  and  un- 
settling:, without  the  least  good  result,  with 
a  haunting'  notion  that  you  are  being; 
tricked  or  deluded.  It  is  as  mucli  as  I 
can  do  to  try  and  know  my  own  mind, 
without  reading  the  minds  of  others." 

"But  you  can  not  help  the  endeavor 
to  read  the  mind  of  a  person  with  whom 
you  are  talking." 

"Oh,  that  is  different.  That  is  really 
an  encounter  of  wits,  for  you  know  that 


the  best  part  of  a  conversation  is  the 
things  not  said.  What  they  call  mind- 
reading  is  a  vulgar  business  compared  to 
this.      Don't  you  think  so,  Mr.  King  ?" 

What  Mr.  King  was  actually  thinking 
was  that  Irene's  eyes  were  the  most  un- 
fathomable blue  he  ever  looked  into,  as 
they  met  his  with  perfect  frankness,  and 
he  was  wondering  if  she  was  reading  his 
present  state  of  mind;  but  what  he  said 
.was,  "I  think  your  sort  of  mind-reading 
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is  a  jrood  deal  more  iiiterestiiifr  tliau  llie 
otlier,"  and  he  miglit  liave  added,  danorer- 
ous.  For  a  man  can  not  attempt  to  tind 
out  what  is  in  a  woman's  heart  without 
a  certain  disturbance  of  his  own.  He 
added,  "So  you  tliink  our  society  is  g-et- 
tino^  too  sensitive  and  nervous,  and  in- 
clined to  make  dangerous  mental  excur- 
sions ?'' 

"  I'm  afraid  I  do  not  think  much  about 
such  things,"  Irene  replied,  looking  out  of 
the  window  into  the  storm.  "I'm  content 
with  a  very  simple  faith. even  if  it  is  called 
ignorance." 

Mr.  King  was  thinking,  as  he  watched 
the  clear,  spirited  profile  of  the  girl  shown 
against  the  white  tumult  in  the  air,  that 
he  should  like  to  belong  to  the  party  of 
ignorance  himself,  and  he  thought  so  long 
about  it  that  the  subject  dropped,  and  the 
conversation  fell  into  ordinary  channels, 
and  Mrs.  Benson  appeared.  She  thought 
they  would  move  on  as  soon  as  the  storm 
was  over.  Mr.  King  himself  was  going 
south  in  the  morning,  if  travel  were  pos- 
sible. When  he  said  good-by,  Mrs.  Ben- 
son expressed  the  pleasure  his  acquaint- 
ance had  given  them,  and  hoped  they 
should  see  him  in  Cyrusville.  Mr.  King 
looked  to  see  if  this  invitation  was  sec- 
onded in  Irene's  eyes:  but  they  made  no 
sign,  although  she  gave  him  her  hand 
frankly,  and  wished  him  a  good  journey. 

The  next  morning  he  crossed  to  Nor- 
folk, was  transported  through  the  snow- 
covered  streets  on  a  sledge,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  cars  for  the  most  monotonous 
ride  in  the  country,  that  down  the  coast- 
line. 

"When  next  Stanhope  King  saw  Fortress 
Monroe  it  was  in  the  first  days  of  June. 
The  summer  which  he  had  left  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  Hygeia  was  now  out-of-doors. 
The  winter  birds  had  gone  north ;  the  sum- 
mer birds  had  not  yet  come.  It  was  the 
interregnum,  for  the  Hygeia,  like  Venice, 
has  two  seasons,  one  for  the  inhabitants 
of  colder  climes,  and  the  other  for  na- 
tives of  the  country.  No  spot,  thought 
our  traveller,  could  be  more  loveh'.  Per- 
haps certain  memories  gave  it  a  charm, 
not  well  defined,  but  still  gracious.  If 
the  house  had  been  empty,  which  it  was 
far  from  being,  it  would  still  have  been 
peopled  for  him.  Were  they  all  such 
agreeable  jDeople  whom  he  had  seen  there 
in  March,  or  has  one  girl  the  power  to 
throw  a  charm  over  a  whole  watering- 


place  ?  At  any  rate,  the  place  was  full  of 
delightful  repose.  There  was  movement 
enough  upon  the  water  to  satisfy  one's 
lazy  longing  for  life,  the  waves  lapped 
.soothingly  along  the  shore,  and  the  broad 
bay,  sparkling  in  the  sun,  was  animated 
with  boats,  which  all  had  a  holiday  air. 
Was  it  not  enough  to  come  down  to  break- 
fast and  sit  at  the  low  broad  windows  and 
watch  the  shifting  panorama  ?  All  about 
the  harbor  slanted  the  white  sails:  at  in- 
tervals a  steamer  was  landing  at  the  wharf 
or  backing  away  from  it:  on  the  wharf 
itself  there  was  always  a  little  bustle,  but 
no  noise,  some  preten.se  of  business,  and 
much  actual  transaction  in  the  way  of 
idle  attitudinizing,  the  colored  man  in 
cast-ott'  clothes,  and  the  colored  sister  in 
sun-bonnet  or  turban,  lending  themselves 
readily  to  the  picturesque  ;  the  scene 
changed  every  minute,  the  sail  of  a  tiny 
boat  was  hoisted  or  lowered  under  the 
window,  a  dashing  cutter  with  its  uni- 
formed crew  was  pulling  off  to  the  Ger- 
man num-of-war,  a  ])uffing  little  tug" 
dragged  along  a  line  of  barges  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  on  the  horizon  a  fleet  of  coast- 
el's  was  working  out  between  the  capes  to 
sea.  In  the  open  window  came  the  fresh 
morning  breeze,  and  only  the  softened 
sounds  of  the  life  outside.  The  ladies 
came  down  in  cool  muslin  dre.sses,  and 
added  the  needed  grace  to  the  picture  as 
they  sat  breakfasting  by  the  windows, 
their  figures  in  silhouette  against  the  blue 
water. 

No  wonder  our  traveller  lingered  there 
a  little  I  Humanit}'  called  him,  for  one 
thing,  to  drive  often  with  humanely  dis- 
posed young  ladies  round  the  beautiful 
shore  curve  to  visit  the  schools  for  various 
coloi'S  at  Hampton.  Then  there  was  the 
evening  promenading  on  the  broad  veran- 
das and  out  upon  the  miniature  pier,  pr 
at  sunset  b}'  the  water-batteries  of  the  old 
fort — such  a  peaceful  old  fortress  as  it  is. 
All  the  morning  there  were  "inspections*" 
to  be  attended,  and  nowhere  could  there 
be  seen  a  more  agreeable  mingling  of  war 
and  love  than  the  spacious,  tree-planted 
interior  of  the  fort  presented  on  such  oc- 
casions. The  shifting  figures  of  the  troops 
on  parade ;  the  martial  and  daring  manoeu- 
vres of  the  regimental  band ;  the  groups  of 
ladies  seated  on  benches  under  the  trees, 
attended  by  gallants  in  uniform,  moment- 
arily off  duty  and  full  of  information,  and 
by  gallants  not  in  uniform  and  never  off 
dutv  and  desirous  to  learn;   the  ancient 
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A  DEFENDER  OF  HIS  COUNTEY. 


guns  ^itli  French  arms  and  English  arms. 
reminiscences  of  Yorktown,  on  one  of 
which  a  pretty  girl  was  apt  to  be  perched 
in  the  act  of  being  photographed — all  this 
was  enough  to  inspire  any  man  to  be  a 
countryman  and  a  lover.  It  is  beautiful 
to  see  how  fearless  the  gentle  sex  is  in  the 
presence  of  actual  war ;  the  prettiest  girls 
occupied  the  front  and  most  exposed  seats, 
and  never  flinched  when  the  determined 
columns  marched  down  on  them  with 
drums    beatino-    and    colors    flvino-.    nor 


showed  much  relief  when  they  sud- 
denly wheeled  and  marched  to  another 
part  of  the  parade  in  search  of  glory.  And 
the  officers'  quarters  in  the  casemates — 
what  will  not  women  endure  to  serve 
their  country  I  These  quarters  are  mere 
tunnels  under  a  dozen  feet  of  earth,  with 
a  door  on  the  parade  side  and  a  casement 
window  on  the  outside — a  damp  cellar, 
said  to  be  cool  in  the  height  of  summer. 
The  only  excuse  for  such  quarters  is  that 
the  women  and  children  will  be  compara- 


070 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  :\IAGAZINE. 


tively  safe  in  case  tlie  fortress   is  bom- 
barded. 

Tlie  liotel  and  tbe  fortress  at  tliis  en- 
clianting  season,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
attractions,  ^vith  hiughing  eyes  and  slen- 
der figures,  might  ^vell  liave  detained 
Mr.  Stanhope  King,  but  lie  had  determined 
upon  a  sort  of  roving  summer  among  the 
resorts  of  fashion  and  pleasure.  After  a 
long  sojourn  abroad,  it  seemed  becoming 
that  he  should  know  something  of  the 
floating  life  of  his  own  country.  His  de- 
termination may  have  been  strengthened 


bj'  the  confession  of  Mrs.  Benson  that 
her  family  were  intending  an  extensive 
summer  tour.  It  gives  a  zest  to  pleasure 
to  have  even  an  indefinite  object,  and 
though  the  prospect  of  meeting  Ii*ene 
again  was  not  definite,  it  was  neverthe- 
less alluring.  There  was  something  about 
her,  he  could  not  tell  what,  different  from 
the  women  he  had  met  in  France.  In- 
deed, he  went  so  far  as  to  make  a  general 
formula  as  to  the  impression  the  Amer- 
ican women  made  on  him  at  Fortress 
Monroe — they  all  ai)])oarod  to  be  innocent. 
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THE    GOVERNMENT    WHARF,  FORTRESS    MONROE. 


CHAPTER  II. 

"Of  course  you  will  not  go  to' Cape 
May  till  the  season  opens.  You  might 
as  well  g'o  to  a  race-track  the  day  there  is 
no  race." 

It  was  Mrs.  Cortlaudt  who  was  speak- 
ing, and  the  remonstrance  was  addressed 
to  Mr.  Stanhope  King-  and  a  young-  gen- 
tleman. Mr.  Graham  Forbes,  who  had  jtist 
been  presented  to  her  as  an  artist,  in  the 
railway  station  at  Philadelphia,  that  com- 
fortable home  of  the  tired  and  bewildered 
traveller.  Mr.  Forbes,  with  his  fresh  com- 
plexion, closely  cropped  hair,  and  London 
clothes,  did  not  look  at  all  like  the  tradi- 
tional artist,  although  the  sharp  eyes  of 
Mrs.  Cortlandt  detected  a  small  sketch- 
book peeping  out  of  his  side  pocket. 

"  On  the  contrary,  that  is  why  we  go,'' 
said  Mr.  King.  ''I've  a  fancy  that  I 
should  like  to  open  a  season  once  mv- 
self." 

''Besides,"  added  Mr.  Forbes,  "we  want 
to  see  nature  unadorned.  You  know. Mrs. 
Cortlandt,  how  people  sometimes  spoil  a 
place." 

"I'm  not  sure,"  answered  the  lady, 
laughing,  "that  people  liave  not  spoiled 


you  two,  and  you  need  a  rest.  •  AVhere  else 
do  you  go  r" 

""Well.  I  thought,"  replied  Mr.  King, 
•'from  what  I  heard,  that  Atlantic  City 
might  appear  best  with  nobody  there." 

"Oh,  there's  always  some  one  there. 
You  know,  it  is  a  winter  resort  now. 
And.  by-the-way —  But  there's  my  train, 
and  the  young  ladies  are  beckoning'  ta 
me."  (Mrs.  Cortlandt  was  never  seen  any- 
where withotit  a  party  of  young  ladies.) 
"Yes.  the  Bensons  passed  through  Wash- 
ington the  other  day  from  the  South,  and 
spoke  of  going  to  Atlantic  City  to  tone  up 
a  little  before  the  season,  and  perhaps  you 
know  that  Mrs.  Benson  took  a  great  fancy 
to  you,  Mr.  King.  Good-by,  aic  revoir,^' 
and  the  lady  was  gone  with  her  bevy  of 
girls,  struggling  in  the  stream  that  poured 
toward  one  of  the  wicket-gates. 

*  •  Atlantic  City  ?  Why,  Stanhope,  you 
don't  think  of  going  there  also  V 

"I  didn't  think  of  it,  but,  hang  it  all. 
my  dear  fellow,  duty  is  duty.  There  are 
some  places  you  must  see  in  order  to  be 
well  informed.  Atlantic  City  is  an  im- 
portant place ;  a  great  many  of  its  inhab- 
itants spend  their  winters  in  Philadel- 
phia.'' 
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■  And  this  Mrs.  Benson?" 

"No,  I'm  not  going-  clown  tliere  to  see 
Mrs.  Benson." 

Exi)ectancy  Avas  the  word  wlien  our 
travellers  stepped  out  of  the  car  at  Cai)e 
May  station.  Except  for  some  people 
who  seemed  to  have  business  there,  they 
were  the  only  pa.sseng"ers.  It  was  the 
ninth  of  June.  Everything  was  ready — 
the  sea,  the  sky.  the  delicious  air.  the  long 
line  of  gray-colored  coast,  the  omnibuses, 
the  array  of  hotel  tootei's.  As  they  stood 
waiting  in  irresolution  a  grave  man  of 
middle  age  and  a  disinterested  manner 
sauntered  up  to  the  travellers,  and  slipped 
into  friendly  relations  with  them.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  incline  to  a  person  so 
obliging  and  well  stocked  with  local  in- 
formation. Yes.  there  were  several  good 
hotels  open.  It  didn't  make  much  dillei'- 
ence;  there  was  one  near  at  hand,  not 
pretentious,  but  probably  as  comfortable 
as  any.  People  liked  the  table ;  last  sum- 
mer used  to  come  there  from  other  hotels 
to  get  a  meal.  He  was  going  that  way, 
and  would  walk  along  with  them.  He 
did,  and  conversed  most  interestingly  on 
the  way.  Our  travellers  felicitated  them- 
selves upon  falling  into  such  good  hands, 
but  when  they  reached  the  hotel  desig- 
nated, it  had  such  a  gloomy  and  in  fact 
boarding-house  air  that  they  hesitated, 
and  thought  they  would  like  to  walk  on 
a  little  further  and  see  the  town  before 
settling.  And  their  friend  appeared  to 
feel  rather  grieved  about  it,  not  for  him- 
self, but  for  them.  He  had,  moreover,  the 
expression  of  a  fisherman  who  has  lost  a 
fish  after  he  supposed  it  was  securely 
hooked.  But  our  young  friends  had  been 
angled  for  in  a  good  many  waters,  and 
they  told  the  landlord,  for  it  was  the  land- 
lord, that  while  they  had  no  doubt  his 
w^as  the  best  hotel  in  the  place,  they  would 
like  to  look  at  some  not  so  good.  The  one 
that  attracted  them,  though  they  could 
not  see  in  what  the  attraction  lay,  was  a 
tall  building  gay  watli  fresh  paint  in 
many  colors,  some  pretty  w^indow  balco- 
nies, and  a  portico  supported  bj^  high 
striped  columns  that  rose  to  the  fourth 
story.  They  were  fond  of  color,  and  were 
taken  by  six  little  geraniums  planted  in  a 
circle  amid  the  sand  in  front  of  the  house, 
which  were  waiting  for  the  season  to  open 
before  they  began  to  grow.  With  hesita- 
tion they  stepped  upon  the  newly  var- 
nished piazza  and  the  newly  varnished  of- 
fice floor,  for  every  step  left  a  foot-print. 


The  chairs,  dis})osed  in  a  long  line  on  the 
piazza,  waiting  for  guests,  were  also  var- 
nished, as  the  artist  discovered  when  he 
sat  in  one  of  them  and  was  held  fast.  It 
was  all  fresh  and  delightful.  The  land 
lord  and  the  clerks  had  smiles  as  wide  as 
the  open  doors;  the  waiters  exhibited  in 
their  eagerness  a  good  imitation  of  un- 
selfish service. 

It  was  very  pleasant  to  be  alor»e  in  the 
house,  and  to  be  the  first-fruits  of  sucli 
great  expectations.  The  first  man  of  the 
season  is  in  such  a  different  i)ositi()n  from 
the  last.  He  is  like  the  King  of  Bavai-ia 
alone  in  his  royal  theatre.  The  ushers 
give  him  the  best  seat  in  the  liouse,  he 
hears  the  tuning  of  the  instruments,  the 
curtain  is  about  to  rise,  and  all  for  him. 
It  is  a  very  cheerful  desolation,  for  it  has 
a  future,  and  everything  quivers  with  the 
expectation  of  life  and  gayety.  Whereas 
the  last  man  is  like  one  who  stumbles  out 
among  the  empty  benches  when  the  cur- 
tain has  fallen  and  the  play  is  done.  No- 
thing is  so  melancholy  as  the  shabbiness 
of  a  watering-i)lace  at  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son, where  is  left  only  the  echo  of  past 
gayety.  the  last  guests  are  scurrying 
away  like  leaves  before  the  cold,  rising 
wind,  the  varnish  has  worn  oH".  shutters 
are  put  up,  booths  are  dismantled,  the 
shows  are  packing  up  their  tawdry  orna- 
ments, and  the  autumn  leaves  collect  in 
the  corners  of  the  gaunt  buildings. 

Could  til  is  be  the  Cape  May  about 
which  hung  so  many  traditions  of  sum- 
mer romance  ?  \Vhere  were  those  crowds 
of  Soutlierners,  Avith  slaves  and  chariots, 
and  the  haughtiness  of  a  caste  civilization, 
and  the  belles  from  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia and  Charleston  and  Richmond, 
whose  smiles  turned  the  heads  of  the  last 
generation  ?  Had  that  gay  societ}'  danced 
itself  off  into  the  sea,  and  left  not  even 
a  i)hantom  of  itself  behind  ?  As  he  sat 
ui)on  the  veranda.  King  could  not  rid  him- 
self of  the  impression  that  this  must  be  a 
mocking  dream,  this  appearance  of  empti- 
ness and  solitude.  Why,  yes,  he  was  cer- 
tainly in  a  delusion,  at  least  in  a  reverie. 
The  place  was  alive.  An  omnibus  drove 
to  the  door  (though  no  sound  of  wheels 
was  heard) ;  the  waiters  rushed  out,  a  fat 
man  descended,  a  little  girl  was  lifted 
down,  a  pretty  woman  jumped  from  the 
steps  with  that  little  extra  bound  on  the 
ground  which  all  w^omen  confessedly  un- 
der forty  always  give  when  they  alight 
from  a  vehicle,  a  large  w^oman  lowered 
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lierself  cautiously  out.  witli  an  anxious 
look,  and  a  file  of  men  stoo])ed  and 
emerged,  poking  their  umln-ellas  and  canes 
in  each  other's  backs.  Mr.  King  plainly 
saw  the  whole  party  hurry  into  tlie  otlice 
and  register  their  names,  and  saw  tlie 
clerk  repeatedh'  touch  a  bell  and  throw- 
back his  head  and  extend  his  hand  to  a 
serv^ant.  Curious  to  see  who  the  arrivals 
were,  he  went  to  the  register.  No  names 
were  written  there.  But  there  were  oth- 
er carriages  at  the  door,  there  was  a  pile 
of  trunks  on  the  veranda,  wliich  he  near- 
ly stumbled  over,  although  his  foot  struck 
nothing,  and  the  chairs  Avere  full,  and  peo- 
ple were  strolling  up  and  down  tlie  piazza. 
He  noticed  particularly  one  couple  prome- 
nading— a  slender  brunette,  with  a  brill- 
iant complexion ;  large  dark  eyes  that  made 
constant  play — could  it  be  the  belle  of  Ma- 
con ? — and  a  gentleman  of  tliirty-tive,  in 
black  frock-coat,  unbuttoned,  with  a  wide- 
brinnned  soft  hat — clothes  not  quite  the 
latest  style — who  had  a  good  deal  of  man- 
ner, and  walked  apart  from  the  young 
lady,  bending  toward  her  with  an  air  of 
devotion.  Mr.  King  stood  one  side  and 
watched  the  endless  procession  np  and 
down,  up  and  down,  the  strollers,  the 
mincers,  the  languid,  the  nervous  step- 
pers; noted  the  eye-shots,  the  flashing  or 
the  languishing  look  that  kills,  and  never 
can  be  called  to  account  for  the  mischief 
it  does;  but  not  a  sound  did  he  hear  of  the 
repartee  and  the  laughter.  The  place  cer- 
tainly was  thronged.  The  avenue  in  front 
w^as  crowded  w^itli  vehicles  of  all  sorts; 
there  were  groups  strolling  on  the  broad 
beach — children  w^itli  their  tiny  imils  and 
shovels  digging  pits  close  to  the  advan- 
cing tide,  nursery-maids  in  fast  colors, 
boys  in  knickerbockers  racing  on  the 
beach,  people  lying  on  the  sand,  resolute 
walkers,  whose  figures  loomed  tall  in  the 
evening  light,  doing  their  constitutional. 
People  were  i^assing  to  and  fro  on  the 
long  iron  pier  that  spider  -  legged  itself 
out  into  the  sea;  the  two  rooms  midway 
were  filled  with  sitters  taking  the  evening 
breeze ;  and  the  large  ball  and  music  room 
at  the  end,  with  its  spacious  outside  prome- 
nade— yes,  there  were  dancers  there,  and 
the  band  was  playing.  Mr.  King  could 
see  the  fiddlers  draw  their  bows,  and  the 
corneters  lift  up  their  horns  and  get  red 
in  the  face,  and  the  lean  man  slide  his 
trombone,  and  the  drummer  flourish  his 
sticks,  but  not  a  note  of  music  reached 
him.     It  might  have  been  a  performance 


of  ghosts,  for  all  the  effect  at  this  distance. 
Mr.  King  remarked  upon  this  dumb-show 
to  a  gentleman  in  a  blue  coat  and  white 
vest  and  gray  hat,  leaning  against  a  col- 
unni  near  him.  The  gentleman  made  no 
response.  It  was  most  singular.  Mr. 
King  stepped  back  to  be  out  of  the  way  of 
some  children  racing  down  the  ])iazza, 
and,  half  stumbling,  sat  down  in  the  lap 
of  a  dowager — no,  not  quite;  the  chair 
was  empty,  and  he  sat  down  in  the  fresh 
varnish,  to  which  his  clothes  stuck  fast. 
Wasthisadelusion  ?  No.  The  tables  were 
filled  in  the  dining-room,  the  waiters  were 
scurrying  about,  there  were  ladies  on  the 
balconies  looking  dreamily  down  upon 
the  animated  scene  below;  all  the  move- 
ments of  gayetj'  and  hilarity  in  the  height 
of  a  season.  Mr.  King  approached  a  group 
who  were  standing  waiting  for  a  carriage, 
but  they  did  not  see  him,  and  did  r.ot  re- 
spond to  his  trumped-up  question  about  the 
next  train.  Were  these,  then,  shadows,  or 
was  he  a  spirit  himself?  Were  these  emp- 
ty omnibusesand  carriages  that  discharged 
ghostly  passengers  ?  And  all  this  prome- 
nading and  flirting  and  languishing  and 
love-making,  would  it  come  to  iu)thing — 
to  nothing  more  than  usual  ?  There  was 
a  charm  about  it  all — the  movement,  the 
color,  the  gray  sand,  and  the  rosy  blush 
on  the  sea — a  lovely  place,  an  enchanted 
place.  Were  these  throngs  the  guests  that 
w^ere  to  come,  or  those  that  had  been  here 
in  other  seasons  ?  Why  could  not  the 
former  "materialize"  as  well  as  the  latter  ? 
Is  it  not  as  easy  to  make  nothing  out  of 
what  never  yet  existed  as  out  of  what  has 
ceased  to  exist  ?  The  landlord,  by  faith, 
sees  all  this  array  which  is  x^refigured  so 
strangely  to  Mr.  King;  and  his  comely 
young  w^ife  sees  it  and  is  ready  for  it; 
and  the  fat  son  at  the  supper  table — a  liv- 
ing example  of  the  good  eating  to  be  had 
here — is  serene,  and  has  the  air  of  being 
l^olite  and  knowing  to  a  houseful.  This 
scrap  of  a  child,  with  the  aplomh  of  a  man 
of  fifty,  wise  beyond  his  fatness,  imparts 
information  to  the  travellers  about  the 
Avine,  speaks  to  the  waiter  with  quiet  au- 
thority, and  makes  these  mature  men  feel 
like  boys  before  the  gravity  of  our  perfect 
flower  of  American  youth  who  has  known 
no  childhood.  This  boy  at  least  is  no 
phantom;  the  landlord  is  real,  and  the 
waiters,  and  the  food  they  bring. 

"I  suppose,  "said  Mr.  King  to  his  friend, 
"that  we  are  opening  the  season.  Did 
you  see  anything  out-doors  ?" 
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"Yes;  a  horseshoe-crab  about  a  mile 
below  here  on  the  smooth  sand,  with  a 
long  dotted  trail  behind  him,  a  couple  of 
girls  in  a  pony-cart  who  nearly  drove 
'Over  me,  and  a  tall  young  lady  with  a  red 
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parasol,  accompanied  by  a  big  black  and 
white  dog,  walking  rapidly  close  to  the 
edge  of  the  sea  toward  the  sunset.  It's 
just  lovely,  the  silvery  sweep  of  coast  in 
this  light. 

"It  seems  a  refined  sort  of  place  in  its 
outlines,  and  quietly  respectable.  They 
tell  me  here  that  they  don't  want  the  ex- 
cursion crowds  that  overrun  Atlantic 
City,  but  an  Atlantic  City  man,  whom  I 
met  at  the  pier,  said  that  Cape  May  used 
to  be  the  boss,  but  that  Atlantic  Citv  had 
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g-ot  the  bul<>:e  on  it  now — had  tliousaiuls 
to  the  liiuidreds  here.  To  get  the  bulge 
seems  a  desh'able  thing  in  America,  and 
I  think  we'd  better  see  wliat  a  place  is  like 
that  is  popular,  whether  fashion  recog- 
nizes it  or  not." 

The  place  lost  nothing  in  the  morning 
light,  and  it  was  a  sparkling  morning 
with  afresh  breeze.  Nature,  with  its  love 
of  simple,  sweeping  lines,  and  its  feeling 
for  atmospheric  effect,  has  done  every- 
thing for  the  place,  and  bad  taste  has  not 
quite  spoiled  it.  There  is  a  sloping  shal- 
low beach,  very  broad,  of  fine,  hard  sand, 
excellent  for  driving  or  for  walking,  ex- 
tending unbroken  three  miles  down  to 
Cape  May  Point,  which  has  hotels  and 
cottages  of  its  own,  and  life-saving  and 
signal  stations.  Off  to  the  west  from  this 
point  is  the  long  sand  line  of  Cape  Hen- 
lopen,  fourteen  miles  away,  and  the  Dela- 
ware shore.  At  Cape  May  Point  there 
is  a  little  village  of  painted  wood  houses, 
mostly  cottages  to  let,  and  a  permanent 
population  of  a  few  hundred  inhabitants. 
From  the  pier  one  sees  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  hotels  and  cottages,  fronting  south,  all 
ilaming,  tasteless,  carpenter's  architecture, 
gay  with  paint.  The  sea  expanse  is  mag- 
nificent, and  the  sweep  of  beach  is  fortu- 
nately unencumbered,  and  vulgarized  by 
no  bath-houses  or  show  shanties.  The 
Imth -houses  are  in  front  of  the  hotels  and 
in  their  inclosures;  then  come  the  broad 
driv^e,  and  the  sand  beach,  and  the  sea. 
The  line  is  broken  below  by  the  light- 
house and  a  point  of  land,  whereon  stands 
the  elephant.  This  elephant  is  not  in- 
digenous, and  he  stands  alone  in  the  sand, 
a  wooden  sham  Avithout  an  explanation. 
Why  the  hotel-keeper's  mind  along  the 
coast  regards  this  grotesque  structure  as 
a  summer  attraction  it  is  difficult  to  see. 
But  when  one  resort  had  him,  he  became 
a  necessity  everywhere.  The  travellers 
walked  down  to  this  monster,  climbed 
the  stairs  in  one  of  his  legs,  explored  the 
rooms,  looked  out  from  the  saddle,  and 
pondered  on  the  problem.  This  beast 
was  unfinished  within  and  unpainted 
without,  and  already  falling  into  decay. 
An  elephant  on  the  desert,  fronting  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  had,  after  all,  a  pictur- 
esque aspect,  and  all  the  more  so  because 
he  was  a  deserted  ruin. 

The  elephant  was,  how^ever,  no  emptier 
than  the  cottages  about  which  our  friends 
strolled.  But  the  cottages  were  all  ready, 
the  I'ows  of  new  chairs  stood  on  the  fresh 


))iazzas,  the  windows  were  invitingly  open, 
the  pathetic  little  ])atches  of  flowers  in 
front  tried  hard  to  look  festive  in  the  dry 
sands,  and  the  stout  landladies  in  their 
rocking-chairs  calmly  knitted  and  en- 
deavored to  appear  as  if  thej^  expected  no- 
body, but  had  almost  a  houseful. 

Yes,  the  ])lace  Avas  undeniably  attract- 
ive. The  sea  had  the  blue  of  Nice:  why 
must  we  always  go  to  the  Mediterranean 
for  an  aqua  Dian'iia,  for  poetic  lines,  for 
delicate  shades  ?  What  charming  grada- 
tions had  this  picture — gray  sand,  blue 
waves,  a  line  of  white  sails  against  the 
pale  blue  sky!  By  the  pier  railing  is  a 
bevj^  of  little  girls  grou})ed  about  an  an- 
cient colored  man,  the  very  ideal  old  Un- 
cle Ned,  in  ragged,  baggy,  and  disrei)uta- 
ble  clothes,  lazy  good-nature  oozing  out  of 
every  pore  of  him,  kneeling  by  a  telescope 
pointed  to  a  bunch  of  white  sails  on  the 
horizon;  a  dainty  little  maiden,  in  a  stiff 
white  skirt  and  golden  hair,  leans  against 
him  and  tiptoes  up  to  the  object-glass, 
shutting  first  one  eye  and  then  the  other, 
and  making  nothing  outofitall.  "Why, 
ov  co'se  you  can't  see  nuflin,  honey,"  said 
Uncle  Ned,  taking  a  peep,  "  wid  the  'scope 
p'inted  up  in  the  sky." 

In  order  to  pass  from  Cape  May  to  At- 
lantic City  one  takes  a  long  circuit  by  rail 
through  the  Jersey  sands.  Jersey  is  a 
veiw  prolific  State,  but  the  railway  travel- 
ler by  this  route  is  excellently  ])repared 
for  Atlantic  City,  for  he  sees  little  but 
sand,  stunted  pines,  scrub  oaks,  small 
frame  houses,  sometimes  trying  to  hide  in 
the  clumps  of  scrub  oaks,  and  the  villages 
are  just  collections  of  the  same  small  frame 
houses  ho])elessly  decorated  with/  scroll- 
work and  obtrusively  painted,  standing  in 
lines  on  sandy  streets  adorned  with  lean 
shade  trees.  The  handsome  Jersey  people 
were  not  travelling  that  day — the  two 
friends  had  a  theory  about  the  relation  of 
a  sandy  soil  to  female  beauty — and  when 
the  artist  got  out  his  pencil  to  catch  the 
types  of  the  country,  he  was  well  reward- 
ed. There  were  the  fat  old  women  in 
holiday  market  costumes,  strong-featured, 
positive,  who  shook  their  heads  at  each 
other  and  nodded  violently  and  incessant- 
ly, and  all  talked  at  once,  the  old  men  in 
rusty  suits,  thin,  with  a  deprecatory  man- 
ner, as  if  they  had  heard  that  clatter  for 
fifty  years,  and  perky,  sharp-faced  girls  in 
vegetable  hats,  all  long-nosed  and  thin- 
lipped.  And  though  the  day  was  cool, 
mosquitoes  had  the  bad  taste  to  invade  the 
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train.  At  the  junction,  a  small  collection 
of  wooden  slianties,  where  the  travellers 
waited  an  hour,  they  heard  much  of  the 
g-lories  of  Atlantic  City  from  the  postmis- 
tress, who  was  waiting-  for  an  excursion 
some  time  to  go  there  (the  passion  for  ex- 
cursions seems  to  be  a  growing-  one),  and 


territory,  the  streets  run  at  right  angles, 
the  avenues  to  the  ocean  take  the  names 
of  the  States.  If  the  town  had  been  made 
to  order  and  sawed  out  by  one  man,  it 
could  not  be  more  beautifully  regular  and 
more  satisfactorily  monotonous.  There 
is  nothing  about  it  to  give  the  most  com- 


they  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  cow  tied 
in  the  room  next  the  ticket-office,  prob- 
ably also  waiting  for  a  passage  to  the  city 
by  the  sea. 

And  a  city  it  is.  If  many  houses,  end- 
less avenues,  sand,  paint  make  a  city,  the 
artist  confessed  that  this  was  one.  Every- 
thing is  on  a  large  scale.     It  covers  a  large 


monplace  mind  in  the  world  a  throb  of 
disturbance.  The  hotels,  the  cheap  shops, 
the  cottages,  are  all  of  wood,  and,  Avith 
three  or  four  exceptions  in  the  thousands, 
they  are  all  practically  alike,  all  orna- 
mented with  scroll-work,  as  if  cut  out  by 
the  jig-saw,  all  vividly  painted,  all  appeal- 
ing to  a  primitive  taste  just  awakening  to 
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tlio  appreciation  of  tlio  ofaiuly  oliromo  and 
tlie  illuminated  and  consolinj^  liouseliold 
motto.  Most  of  the  hotels  are  in  tlie  town 
at  considerable  distance  from  the  ocean, 
and  the  majestic  old  sea,  which  can  be 
monotonous  but  never  vulgar,  is  ban*i- 
caded  from  the  town  by  five  or  six  miles 
of  stark-naked  plank  Avalk,  rows  on  rows 
of  bath  closets,  leagues  of  ilimsy  carpen- 
try-work, in  the  way  of  cheap -John 
shops,  tin-type  booths,  peep-shows,  go- 
rounds,  shooting  galleries,  pop -beer  and 
cigar  shops,  restaurants,  barber  shops, pho- 
tograph galleries.summer  theatres.  Some- 
times the  plank  walk  runs  for  a  mile  or 
two,  on  its  piles,  between  rows  of  these 
shops  and  booths,  and  again  it  drops  off 
down  by  the  waves.  Here  and  there  is 
a  gayly  painted  wooden  canopy  by  the 
shore,  with  chairs  where  idlers  can  sit  and 
watch  the  frolicking  in  the  water,  or  a 
space  railed  otf,  where  the  select  of  the 
hotels  lie  or  lounge  in  the  sand  under  red 
nmbrellas.  The  calculating  mind  won- 
ders how  many  million  feet  of  lumber 
there  are  in  this  uni)icturesque  barricade, 
and  what  gigantic  forests  have  fallen  to 
make  this  timber  front  to  the  sea.  But 
there  is  one  thing  man  can  not  do.  He 
has  made  this  show  to  suit  himself,  he  has 
pushed  out  several  iron  piers  into  the  sea, 
and  erected,  of  course,  a  skating  rink  on 
the  end  of  one  of  tliem.  But  the  sea  it- 
self, untamed,  restless,  shining,  dancing, 
raging,  rolls  in  from  the  southward,  toss- 
ing tlie  Avhite  sails  on  its  vast  expanse, 
green,  blue,  leaden,  white-capped,  many- 
colored,  never  two  minutes  the  same,  sound- 
ing with  its  eternal  voice  I  know  not  what 
rebuke  to  man. 

When  Mr.  King  w^rote  his  and  his 
friend's  name  in  the  book  at  the  Mansion 
House,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  turn  over 
the  leaves,  and  it  was  not  w^ith  much  sur- 
prise that  he  read  there  the  names  of  A.  J. 
Benson,  wife,  and  daughter,  Cyrusville, 
Ohio. 

"Oh,  I  see!"  said  the  artist;  "you  came 
down  here  to  see  Mr.  Benson !" 

That  gentleman  w^as  presently  discovered 
tilted  back  in  a  chair  on  the  piazza,  gazing 
vacantly  into  the  vacant  street  with  that 
air  of  endurance  that  fathers  of  families 
put  on  at  such  resorts.  But  he  brightened 
up  when  Mr.  King  made  himself  known. 

"I'm  right  glad  to  see  you,  sir.  And 
my  wife  and  daughter  will  be.  I  was 
saying  to  my  wife  yesterday  that  I  couldn't 
stand  this  sort  of  thing  much  longer." 


"You  don't  find  it  lively?" 

"  Well,  the  livelier  it  is  the  less  I  shall 
like  it,  I  reckon.  The  town  is  well  enough. 
It's  one.of  the  smartest  places  on  the  coast. 
I  should  like  to  have  owned  the  ground 
and  sold  out  and  retired.  This  sand  is 
all  gold.  They  say  they  sell  the  lots  ])y 
the  bushel  and  count  every  sand.  You 
can  see  what  it  is,  boards  and  paint  and 
sand.      Fine  houses  too;  miles  of  them." 

"  And  what  do  you  do?" 

"Oh,  they  say  there's  plenty  to  do. 
Y''ou  can  ride  around  in  the  sand  ;  j'ou  can 
wade  in  it  if  you  want  to,  and  go  down 
to  the  beach  and  walk  up  and  down  the 
plank  walk — walk  uj)  and  down — walk 
up  and  down.  They  like  it.  You  can't 
bathe  yet  without  getting  piuMunonia. 
They  have  gone  there  now.  Irene  goes 
because  she  says  she  can't  stand  the  gay- 
ety  of  the  parlor." 

From  the  parlor  came  the  sound  of 
music.  A  young  girl  who  had  the  air  of 
not  being  afraid  of  a  public  ])arlor  was 
drununing  out  waltzes  on  the  piano,  more 
for  the  entertainment  of  herself  than  of 
the  half-dozen  ladies  who  yawned  over 
their  woi^ted-work.  As  she  brought  her 
piece  to  an  end  with  a  bang,  a  pretty,  sen- 
timental miss,  with  a  novel  in  her  hand, 
who  may  not  have  seen  Mr.  King  looking 
in  at  the  door,  ran  over  to  the  player  and 
gave  her  a  hug.  '*  Tiiat's  beautiful !  that's 
perfectly  lovely,  Mamie!"  "This,"  said 
the  player,  taking  up  another  sheet,  "has 
not  been  played  much  in  New  York." 
Probably  not,  in  that  style,  thought  Mr. 
King,  as  the  girl  clattered  through  it. 

There  was  no  lack  of  people  on  tlie 
promenade,  tramping  the  boards,  or  hang- 
ing about  the  bootlis  where  the  carpenters 
and  painters  were  at  work,  and  the  shop 
men  and  women  were  unpacking  the  corals 
and  the  sea-shells,  and  the  cheap  jewelry, 
and  the  Swiss  wood-carving,  the  toys,  the 
tinsel  brooches  and  agate  ornaments,  and 
arranging  the  soda  fountains,  and  putting 
up  the  shelves  for  the  permanent  pie.  The 
sort  of  preparation  going  on  indicated  the 
kind  of  crowd  expected.  If  everything 
had  a  cheap  and  vulgar  look,  our  wander- 
ing critics  remembered  that  it  is  never 
fair  to  look  behind  the  scenes  of  a  show, 
and  that  things  would  wear  a  braver  ap- 
pearance bj^-and-by.  And  if  tlie  w^omen 
on  the  promenade  were  homely  and  ill- 
dressed,  even  the  bonnes  in  unpicturesque 
costumes,  and  all  the  men  were  slouchy 
and  stolid,  how  could  any  one  tell  what  an 
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effect  of  g-ayety  and  enjoyment  thei*e  might 
be  wlien  there  were  tliousands  of  such  peo- 
ple, and  the  sea  was  full  of  bathers,  and 
the  flags  wei*e  flying,  and  the  bands  were 
tooting,  and  all  the  theatres  were  opened, 
and  acrobats  and  spangled  women  and 
painted  red  men  ofl'ered  those  attractions 
which,  like  government,  ai^e  for  the  good 
of  the  greatest  number?  What  will  you 
have?  Shall  vulgarity  be  left  just  vul- 
gar, and  have  no  apotheosis  and  glorifica- 
tion ?  This  is  very  fine  of  its  kind,  and  a 
resort  for  the  million.  The  million  come 
here  to  enjoy  themselves.  Would  you 
have  an  art  gallery  here,  and  high-priced 
New  York  and  Paris  shops  lining  the 
way? 

"Look  at  the  town,"  exclaimed  the 
artist,  "and  see  what  money  can  do.  and 
satisfy  the  average  taste  without  the  least 
aid  from  art.  It's  just  wonderful.  I've 
tramped  round  the  place,  and,  taking  out 
a  cottage  or  two.  there  isn't  a  picturesque 
or  pleasing  view  anywhere.  I  tell  you 
people  know  what  they  want,  and  enjoy 
it  when  they  get  it." 

"You  needn't  get  excited  about  it,"' 
said  Mr.  King.  "Nobody  said  it  wasn't 
commonplace,  and  glaringly  vulgar  if 
you  like,  and  if  you  like  to  consider  it 
representative  of  a  certain  stage  in  nation- 
al culture,  I  hope  it  is  not  necessary  to 
remind  you  that  the  United  States  can 
beat  any  other  people  in  any  direction 
they  choose  to  expand  themselves.  You'll 
own  it  when  you've  seen  Avatering-places 
enough."' 

After  this  defense  of  the  place.  Mr. King 
owned  it  might  be  difficult  for  Mr.  Forbes 
to  find  anything  picturesque  to  sketch. 
What  figures,  to  be  sure!  As  if  people 
were  obliged  to  be  shapely  or  picturesque 
for  the  sake  of  a  wandering  artist  I  "I 
could  do  a  tree,"  growled  Mr.  Forl^es,  "or 
a  pile  of  boards;  but  these  shanties  I'' 

When  they  were  well  away  from  the 
booths  and  bath-houses,  Mr.  King  saw  in 
the  distance  two  ladies.  There  was  no 
mistaking  one  of  them — the  easy  carriage, 
the  grace  of  movement.  No  such  figure 
had  been  afield  all  day.  The  artist  was 
quick  to  see  that.  Presently  they  came 
up  with  them,  and  found  them  seated  on 
a  bench,  looking  off  upon  Brigantine  Isl- 
and, a  low  sand  dune  \\iih  some  houses 
and  a  few  trees  against  the  sk3\  the  most 
pleasing  object  in  view. 

Mrs.  Benson  did  not  conceal  the  plea- 
sure she  felt  in  seeing:  Mr.  Kino:  ag-ain. 


and  was  delighted  to  know  his  friend; 
and  to  say  the  truth.  Miss  Irene  gave  him 
a  very  cordial  greeting. 

"I'm. 'most  tired  to  death,"  .said  Mrs. 
Benson,  when  they  were  all  seated.  "But 
this  air  does  me  good.  Don't  you  like  At- 
lantic City?" 

"I  like  it  better  than  I  did  at  first." 
If  the  remark  was  intended  for  Irene,  she 
paid  no  attention  to  it,  being  absorbed  in 
explaining  to  Mr,  Forbes  why  she  pre- 
ferred the  deserted  end  of  the  prome- 
nade. 

"It's  a  place  that  grows  on  you.  I 
guess  it's  grown  the  wrong  way  on  Irene 
and  father;  but  I  like  the  air — after  the 
South.  They  say  we  ought  to  see  it  in 
August,  when  all  Philadelphia  is  here." 

"I  should  think  it  might  be  very 
lively." 

"Yes;  but  the  ]>romi8cuous  bathing. 
I  don't  think  I  should  like  that.  We  are 
not  brought  up  to  that  sort  of  thing  in 
Ohio." 

"  No  ?  Ohio  is  more  like  France, I  sup- 
pose ?" 

"Like  France!"'  exclaimed  the  old 
lady,  looking  at  him  in  amazement — 
"  like  France  I  AVhy,  France  is  the  wick- 
edest place  in  the  world." 

"  No  doubt  it  is,  Mrs.  Benson.  But  at 
the  sea  resorts  the  sexes  bathe  sepa- 
rately." 

"Well,  now!  I  suppose  they  have  to 
there." 

' •  Yes ;  the  older  nations  grow,  the  more 
self-conscious  they  become." 

"I  don't  believe,  for  all  you  say,  Mr. 
King,  the  French  have  any  more  con- 
science than  we  have." 

"Nor  do  I,  Mrs.  Benson.  I  was  only 
trying  to  say  that  they  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  appearances.'' 

"Well.  I  was  brought  up  to  think  it's 
one  thing  to  appear,  and  another  thing  to 
be."  said  Mrs.  Benson,  as  dismissing  the 
subject.  "So  your  friend's  an  artist? 
Does  he  paint  ?  Does  he  take  portraits  ? 
There  was  an  artist  at  Cyrusville  last 
winter  who  painted  portraits,  but  Irene 
wouldn't  let  him  do  hers.  I'm  glad  we've 
met  Mr.  Forbes.  I've  alwaj's  Avanted  to 
have — "' 

''Oh,  mother,''  exclaimed  Irene,  who 
always  appeared  to  keep  one  ear  for  her 
mother's  conversation,  ''I  was  just  saying 
to  Mr.  Forbes  that  he  ought  to  see  the  art 
exhibitions  down  at  the  other  end  of  the 
promenade,  and  the  pictures  of  the  peo- 
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pie  Avlio  come  here  in  August.      Are  you 
rested?" 

The  party  moved  along",  and  Mr.  King, 
by  a  movement  that  seemed  to  him  more 
natural  than  it  did  to  Mr.  Forbes,  walked 
with  Irene,  and  the  two  fell  to  talking 
about  the  last  spring's  trip  in  the  South. 

"Yes,  we  enjoyed  the  exhibition,  but  I 
am  not  sure  but  I  should  have  enjoyed 
New  Orleans  more  without  the  exhibi- 
tion. That  took  so  much  time.  There 
is  nothing  so  wearisome  as  an  exhibition. 
But  New  Orleans  was  charming.  I  don't 
know  why,  for  it's  the  flattest,  dirtiest, 
dampest  city  in  the  world  ;  but  it  is 
•charming.  Perhaps  it's  the  people,  or 
the  Frenchiness  of  it,  or  the  tumble-down, 
picturesque  old  Creole  quarter,  or  the 
roses ;  I  didn't  suppose  there  were  in  the 
world  so  many  roses;  the  town  was  just 
wreathed  and  smothered  with  them.  And 
you  did  not  see  it  ?" 

"No;  I  have  been  to  exhibitions,  and 
I  thought  I  should  prefer  to  take  New 
Orleans  by  itself  some  other  time.  You 
found  the  people  hospitable  ?" 

"Well,  they  were  not  simply  hospita- 
ble ;  they  were  that,  to  be  sure,  for  father 
had  letters  to  some  of  the  leading  men ; 
but  it  was  the  general  air  of  friendliness 
and  good-nature  everywhere,  of  agreea- 
bleness — it  went  along  with  the  roses  and 
the  easy-going  life.  You  didn't  feel  all 
the  time  on  a  strain.  I  don't  suppose 
they  are  any  better  than  oar  people,  and 
I've  no  doubt  I  should  miss  a  good  deal 
there  after  a  while — a  certain  tonic  and 
purpose  in  life.  But,  do  you  know,  it  is 
pleasant  sometimes  to  be  with  people  who 
Iiaven't  so  many  corners  as  our  people 
iave.  But  you  went  south  from  Fortress 
Monroe  ?" 

' '  Yes ;  I  went  to  Florida. '' 

"Oh,  that  must  be  a  delightful  coun- 
try!" 

"Yes,  it's  a  very  delightful  laud,  or 
will  be  when  it  is  fi.nished.  It  needs  ad- 
vertising now.  It  needs  somebody  to  call 
attention  to  it.  The  modest  Northerners 
who  have  got  hold  of  it,  and  staked  it  all 
out  into  city  lots,  seem  to  want  to  keep  it 
all  to  themselves." 

"How  do  you  mean  ' finished'  ?" 

"Why,  the  State  is  big  enough,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  it  has  a  good 
foundation.  What  it  wants  is  building 
up.  There's  plenty  of  water  and  sand, 
and  palmetto  roots  and  palmetto  trees, 
and  swamps,  and  a  perfectly  wonderful 


vegetation  of  vines  and  plants  and  flow- 
ers. What  it  needs  is  land — at  least  what 
the  Yankees  call  land.  But  it  is  coming 
on.  A  good  deal  of  the  State  below  Jack- 
sonville is  already  ten  to  fifteen  feet  above 
tlie  ocean." 

"  But  it's  such  a  place  for  invalids !" 

' '  Yes,  it  is  a  place  for  invalids.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  people  there — invalids 
and  speculators.  Thousands  of  people  in 
the  bleak  North,  and  especially  in  the 
Northwest,  can  not  live  in  the  Avinter  any- 
where else  than  in  Florida.  It's  a  great 
blessing  to  this  country  to  have  such  a 
sanitarium.  As  I  said,  all  it  needs  is 
building  ujo,  and  then  it  wouldn't  be  so 
monotonous  and  malarious." 

"But  I  had  such  a  different  idea  of  it !'' 

"Well,  your  idea  is  probably  right. 
You  can  not  do  justice  to  a  place  by  de- 
scribing it  literally.  Most  people  are  fas- 
cinated by  Florida:  the  fact  is  that  any- 
thing is  preferable  to  our  Northern  cli- 
mate from  February  to  May." 

' '  And  you  didn't  buy  an  orange  plan- 
tation, or  a  town  ?" 

"No;  I  was  discouraged.  Almost  any 
one  can  have  a  town  who  will  take  a  boat 
and  go  off  somewhere  with  a  surveyor, 
and  make  a  map." 

The  truth  is — the  present  writer  had  it 
from  Major  Blifill,  who  runs  a  little 
steamboat  upon  one  of  the  inland  creeks 
where  the  alligator  is  still  numerous 
enough  to  be  an  entertainment — that  Mr. 
King  was  no  doubt  malarious  himself 
when  he  sailed  over  Florida.  Blifill  says 
he  offended  a  whole  boatful  one  day 
when  they  were  sailing  up  the  St.  John's. 
Probably  he  was  tired  of  Avater,  and  swamp 
and  water,  and  scraggy  trees  and  water. 
The  captain  was  on  the  bow.  expatiating 
to  a  crowd  of  listeners  on  the  fertility  of 
the  soil  and  the  salubrity  of  the  climate. 
He  had  himself  bought  a  piece  of  ground 
away  up  there  somewhere  for  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  cleared  it  up.  and  put  in 
orange-trees,  and  thousands  wouldn't  buy 
it  now.  And  Mr.  King',  who  listened  at- 
tentively, finally  joined  in  with  the  ques- 
tioners, and  said,  "Captain,  Avhat  is  the 
average  price  of  land  down  in  this  part 
of  Florida  by  the — gallon  ?'' 

They  had  come  down  to  the  booths,  and 
Mrs.  Benson  was  showing  the  artist  the 
shells,  piles  of  conchs,  and  other  outland- 
ish sea-fabrications  in  which  it  is  said  the 
roar  of  the  ocean  can  be  heard  when  they 
are  hundreds  of  miles  awav  from  the  sea. 
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It  was  a  pretty  thought,  ^Mr.  Forhes  said, 
and  lie  admired  the  open  shells  that  were 
painted  on  the  inside — painted  in  bright 
blues  and  greens,  with  dabs  of  white  sails 
and  a  light-house,  or  a  boat  with  a  bare- 
armed,  resolute  young  woman  in  it,  send- 
ing her  bark  spinning  over  waves  mount- 
ain-high. 

"Yes,"  said  the  artist,  '"what  cheerful- 
ness those  works  of  art  will  give  to  the 
little  parlors  up  in  the  country,  when  they 
are  set  up  with  other  shells  on  the  what- 
not in  the  corner!  Tliese  shells  always 
used  to  remind  me  of  missionaries  and 
the  cause  of  the  heathen;  but  when  I  see 
them  now  I  shall  think  of  Atlantic  City.'' 

"But  the  representative  things  here.'' 
interrupted  Irene,  "are  the  photographs, 
the  tin-types.  To  see  them  is  just  as  good 
as  staying  here  to  see  the  people  when 
they  come.'' 

"Yes,"  responded  ^Ir.  King,  "I  think 
art  can  not  go  much  further  in  this  direc- 
tion." 

If  there  were  not  miles  of  these  show- 
cases of  tin-types,  there  were  at  least  acres 
of  them.  Occasionally  an  instantaneous 
photograph  gave  a  lively  picture  of  the 
beach  when  the  Avater  was  full  of  bathers 
— men,  women,  children,  in  the  most  ex- 
traordinary costumes  for  revealing  or  de- 
forming the  human  figure — all  tossing 
about  in  the  surf.  But  most  of  the  pic- 
tures were  taken  on  dry  land,  of  single 
persons,  couples,  and  groups  in  their  bath- 
ing suits.  Perhaps  such  an  extraordina- 
ry collection  of  humanity  can  not  be  seen 
elsewhere  in  the  world,  such  a  uniformity 
of  one  depressing  type  reduced  to  its  last 
analysis  by  the  sea-toilet.  Sometimes  it 
was  a  young  man  and  a  maiden,  handed 
down  to  posterity  in  dresses  that  would 
have  caused  their  arrest  in  the  street,  sen- 
timentally reclining  on  a  canvas  rock. 
Again  it  was  a  maiden  with  flowing  hair, 
raised  hands  clasped,  eyes  upturned,  on 
top  of  a  crag,  at  the  base  of  which  the 
waves  were  breaking  in  foam.  Or  it  was 
the  same  stalwart  maiden,  or  another  as 
good,  in  a  boat  which  stood  on  end,  pull- 
ing through  the  surf  with  one  oar,  and 
dragging  a  drowning  man  (in  a  bathing 
suit  also)  into  the  boat  with  her  free  hand. 
The  legend  was,  "Saved."  There  never 
was  such  heroism  exhibited  by  young  wo- 
men before,  with  such  raiment,  as  was 
shown  in  these  rare  works  of  art. 

As    they    walked    back    to    the    hotel 


through  a  sandy  avenue  lined  with  jig- 
saw architecture.  Miss  Benson  pointed  out 
to  them  some  things  that  she  said  had 
touched  her  a  good  deal.  In  the  patches 
of  sand  before  each  house  there  was  gen- 
erally an  oblong  little  mound  set  about 
with  a  rim  of  stones,  or,  when  something 
more  artistic  could  be  afforded,  witli 
shells.  On  each  of  these  little  graves 
was  a  llower,  a  sickly  geranium,  or  a 
humble  marigold,  or  some  other  floral 
token  of  att'ection. 

Mr.  Forbes  said  he  never  was  at  a  wa- 
tering-})lace  before  where  they  buried  the 
summer  boarders  in  the  front  yard.  Mrs. 
Benson  didn't  like  joking  on  such  sub- 
jects, and  Mr.  King  turned  the  direction 
of  the  conversation  by  remarking  that 
these  seeming  trifles  were  really  of  much 
account  in  these  days,  and  he  took  from 
his  })ocket  a  copy  of  the  city  newspaper. 
Hie  Summer  Sea -Song,  and  read  some 
of  the  leading  items:  "S.,  our  eye  is  on 
you.''  "The  Slopers  have  come  to  their 
cottage  on  Q  Street,  and  come  to  stay." 
"Mr.  E.  P.  Borum  has  painted  his  front 
steps."  "Mr.  Diffendorfer's  marigold  is 
on  the  blow."  And  so  on,  and  so  on. 
This  was  probably  the  marigold  mention- 
ed that  they  were  looking  at. 

The  most  vivid  impression,  however^ 
made  upon  the  visitor  in  this  walk  was- 
that  of  paint.  It  seemed  unreal  that 
there  could  be  so  much  paint  in  the  world 
and  so  many  swearing  colors.  But  it 
ceased  to  be  a  dream,  and  they  were  taken 
back  into  the  hard  practical  world,  when, 
as  they  turned  the  corner,  Irene  pointed 
out  her  favorite  sign : 

Silas  Lapham,  mineral paini. 
Branch  Office. 

The  artist  said,  a  couple  of  days  after 
this  morning,  that  he  had  enough  of  it. 
"  Of  course,"  he  added,  "  it  is  a  great  plea- 
sure to  me  to  sit  and  talk  with  Mrs.  Ben- 
son, while  you  and  that  pretty  girl  walk 
up  and  down  the  piazza  all  the  evening;, 
but  I'm  easily  satisfied,  and  two  evenings 
did  for  me." 

So  that  much  as  Mr.  King  was  charmed 
with  Atlantic  City,  and  much  as  he  re- 
gretted not  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
originals  of  the  tin -types,  he  gave  in  to 
the  restlessness  of  the  artist  for  other 
scenes;  but  not  before  he  had  impressed 
Mrs.  Benson  with  a  notion  of  the  delights, 
of  Newport  in  July. 

[to  be  continued.] 
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NE  of  the  delight- 
ful experiences 
which  I  begrudge 
antiquity  (which, 
by- the -way,  ap- 
pears to  me  to 
have  had  a  very 
unfair  share  of 
the  fun  and  ex- 
citement of  life) 
-  is  that  of  having 

seen  the  first  man 
trying  to  navigate  the  first  boat.  How 
he  got  astraddle  a  log,  and  it  slipped 
round  and  got  away  from  under  him,  and 
how  he  then  flattened  the  top  of  the  log 
and  sat  on  it,  and  how  he  eventually 
hollowed  out  the  log  and  got  complacent- 
ly inside  it,  must  have  been  sufficiently 
diverting.  But  when  he  came  to  experi- 
ments in  progression,  his  procedure  must 
have  been  infinitely  amusing. 

He  was  no  doubt  jeered  at  by  the  old 
folk  as  a  good-for-nothing  with  his  new- 
fangled notions  and  scatter-brain  pro- 
jects. Wading,  they  said,  had  always 
been  good  enough  for  them,  and  for  their 
fathers — who  were  no  fools — before  them, 
and  they  did  not  see  what  young  people 
wanted  with  boats.  Besides,  how  was  he 
going  to  keep  a  boat  right  side  up  ?  This 
must  have  been  a  clincher. 

But  our  genius  had  meanwhile  hollow- 
ed out  his  log,  and  so  long  as  it  was  on 
dry  ground  he  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  in  and  out, 
and  in  this  modified  trough  =h==^^=== 

imagined,  poor  soul!  that  he  St--^^- 

had  satisfied  all  the  require- 
ments of  naval  architecture. 
And  then  to  have  seen  him  f 

drag  his  boat  into  the  water,  ^ 

and  to  have  heard  his  exulta-  '- 

tion  when  it  floated !  "There  I 
I  told  you  so!"     It  was  a  lit-  | 

tie  on  one  side,  perhaps,  but  ^^y 

what  of  that?     And  then  to  ^^^" 

see  him  try  to  get  inside  his  S 

boat,  and  to  hear  the  huge  de- 
light of  his  painted  contem-  z 
poraries  as  he  immediately 
capsized !  For  he  did  capsize,  :_ 
and  at  once — be  sure  of  that. 
One  of  two  things  happened: 
either  he  was  shot  out  directly 


like  a  sack  of  potatoes,  or  else  he  and  his 
boat  solemnly  sank  together.  His  next 
experiment  would  be  made  with  more 
caution,  and  eventually  we  can  imagine 
him,  as  proud  as  a  grub  in  a  nutshell,  sit- 
ting complacently  at  the  bottom  of  his 
boat.  It  wobbled,  no  doubt,  in  rather  a 
startling  manner  whenever  he  moved ;  but 
then  he  was  inside  a  boat,  and  it  was  no 
use  trying  to  deny  it.  "But  what  good 
does  that  do  you  ?"  the  still  contemptuous 
graybeards  asked.  "You  can  hardly  see 
over  the  edge  of  your  vehicle,  and  you 
can  not  move,  and  you  can  not  even  get 
out  without  falling  out."  But  our  genius 
was  not  to  be  beaten.  And  grasping 
the  fact  that  a  boat,  to  be  of  much  use, 
ought  to  be  able  to  move,  he  asked  a 
friend  to  shove  him.  The  result  was  sat- 
isfactory enough  till  the  other  man  got 
tired  of  shoving,  and  contemporary  his- 
tory fails  to  tell  us  how  the  next  step 
was  taken.  But  probably  finding  him- 
self within  arm's-reach  of  the  bottom,  he 
tried  to  push  himself  along,  and  getting 
into  deeper  water,  used  a  stick  as  a  motive 
power.  From  the  stick  was  developed 
the  punt  pole,  and  from  the  punt  pole  the 
thin-bladed  paddle.  The  blade  of  the  pad- 
dle was  gradually  widened  and  its  handle 
lengthened  till  the  oar  Avas  evolved;  and 
holding  up  his  shirt  to  dry  one  day  after 
the  usual  accident,  the  sail  was  chanced 
upon.     And  then  they  began  gradually 
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increasing  tlie  size  of  the  boats  till  the 
sails  and  oars  could  not  move  them,  and 
then  increased  the  size  of  the  sails  and  the 
oars  till  the  boats  could  not  carry  them. 
And  how  they  capsized  and  foundered, 
got  taken  aback  and  got  pooped,  ran  on 
rocks  and  went  to  pieces,  and  how  event- 
ually they  found  out  the  happy  medium 
in  all  things,  and  made  a  ship  that  could 
carry  her  canvas  squarely,  sail  with  dry 
decks,  and  answer  her  helm,  need  not  be 
related  here.  Centuries  passed  with  a 
terrible  annual  loss  of  life,  and  then  men 
made  a  slave  .  of  steam,  and  bridged 
oceans,  so  that  nations  might  exchange 
their  commerce  and  their  peoples. 

It  was  my  privilege  when  in  Egypt 
during  the  recent  war  to  be  on  board  one 
of  the  ships  tliat  took  part  in  Lord  Wolse- 
ley\s  naval  demonstration  in  the  Bay  of 
Aboukir.  I  saw  then  tlie  stateliest  war 
fleet  that  within  the  memory  of  my  gen- 
eration has  ever  sailed  the  seas  in  order 
of  battle.      With   the  squadron  I  passed 


the  scenes  of  Nelson's  victories,  and  wit- 
nessed— the  very  pomp  and  poetry  of  war 
— that  majestic  procession  of  England's 
navy  through  the  Suez  Canal. 

And  now  that  I  have  leisure  fi^bm  the 
breathless  duties  of  a  war  correspondent, 
I  have  sat  down  to  put  on  paper  the  crowd 
of  thoughts  that  then  distracted  me,  when 
I  compared  the  spectacle  before  me,  the 
very  latest  triumphs  of  mechanical,  mili- 
tary, and  engineering  science — iron-clad 
ships  steaming  through  the  Suez  Canal — 
with  the  long-ago  exploits  of  other  gen- 
erals and  admirals  upon  those  same  seas 
and  shores. 

Here  behind  us  was  the  same  Mediter- 
ranean that  perplexed  the  fleece-hunting 
Argonauts,  and  yonder  before  us  stood 
(so  the  Bedouins  protest)  the  only  genu- 
ine and  original  Ararat,  upon  w^hich  the 
navigating  patriarch  and  his  menagerie 
finally  stranded.  My  subject,  therefore, 
virtually  reaches  back  to  the  very  begin- 
nings of  ships  and  of  seamen,  and  spans 
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the  whole  interval  between  Jason  and  the 
Cunard  Company,  between  the  Deluge 
and  the  Egyptian  war. 

It  is  a  long  way  back  to  the  days  of 
that  primeval  passenger  ship  Noah's  ark, 
and  the  modern  voyager  finds  it  very  dif- 
ficult to  imagine  aboard-ship  life  under 
the  conditions  of  Jason's  undecked  Argo. 


everything  collects  in  a  vile  conspiracy 
against  you  upon  the  floor,  and  even 
your  hanging  clothes  stand  out  on  end 
and  point  derisively  at  you.  But  how 
much  worse  it  must  have  been  in  the  old 
days  when,  seated  at  the  bottom  of  an 
open  boat,  you  found  yourself  at  every 
lurch  rolling  about  in  several  inches  of 


THE    DANISH   "  RAVEN. 


That  Latter-day  Saint  the  steam-engine 
has  spoiled  us  for  such  modified  pleasures 
as  the  Tyrian  must  have  suffered  in  his 
negotiation  of  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  or 
the  Phoenician  when  dodging  along  the 
coasts  of  southern  Europe.  Who  would 
pay  nowadays  for  a  passage  in  a  ship 
v^here  there  was  no  protection  from  the 
rain,  and  in  which,  when  she  pitched,  all 
the  contents  of  the  vessel  rolled  in  mis- 
cellaneous confusion  from  one  end  to  the 
other  ?  It  is  bad  enough  as  it  is  to  find 
one's  self  in  a  badly  rolling  steamer,  shut 
up  in  a  cabin  with  a  portmanteau  that 
seems  determined  to  have  your  life,  and 
a  hat-box    that  becomes  a   fiend,  where 


water,  with  an  augur  and  a  coopful  of 
sacrificial  chickens,  several  anchors,  and 
a  company  of  "ancients  of  Gebal"! 

Semiramis,  the  warrior  wife  of  King 
Pul,  sailed,  we  are  accustomed  to  think, 
in  great  pomp.  But  what  lady  of  modern 
days  would  submit  to  the  horrors  of  a 
voyage  in  which  the  only  means  of 
changing  one's  position  in  the  ship  was 
by  crawling  on  all  fours  ?  Not  all  the 
splendors  of  Sidonian  looms,  nor  the 
company  of  all  the  apes  and  peacocks  of 
Africa,  could  compensate  for  the  wretch- 
edness of  having'  no  other  shelter  from 
the  elements  than  awnings  supported  on 
the  heads  of  seasick  slaves.      It  was  all 
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very  well,  no  doubt,  to  have  masts  of 
"cedar  from  Lebanon,"  and  oars  of  the 
"oaks  of  Bashan,"  and  benches  for  the 
rowers  of  "  ivory  brought  out  of  the  isles 
of  Chittim,"  but  wlien  he  was  on  that 
little  trip  of  his  from  Ezion-geber,  had 
Solomon  any  cure  for  seasickness  ?  I 
venture  to  think  not,  for  he  confesses  that 
one  of  the  very  few  things  which  he  did 
not  understand  was  the  way  of  a  ship  on 
the  sea. 

And  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at. 
For  the  way  of  sailing  a  ship  in  a  Mediter- 
ranean squall  is  often  beyond  all  under- 
standing. Yet  I  should  very  much  in- 
deed have  enjoyed  just  one  trip  in  the 
early  days  of  navigation  and  commerce, 
and,  merely  as  an  experience,  have  gone 
a-voyaging  with  some  ancients  of  Gebal 
to  "the  land  of  Persia  and  of  Lud  and  of 
Phut."  Our  cargo  would  have  been  per- 
haps "precious  cloths  for  chariots,"  and 
broidered  work  and  fine  linen,  and  graven 
vessels,  and  goodly  garments  of  Shinar, 
and  we  should  have  bartered  them  with 
the  men  of  Dedan  for  horns  of  ivory  and 


ebony,  with  the  merchants  of  Sheba  and 
Raama  for  precious  stones  and  gold,  with 
the  princes  of  Kedar  for  lambs  and  kids 
and  white  wool, and  the  peasant  traders  of 
MinnithandPannag  for  wheat  and  honey 
and  oil  and  balm.  Here  and  there  a  bale 
of  myrrh,  or  cinnamon, or  cassia,  and  here 
and  there  a  heap  of  amber;  an  ape  here 
and  a  peacock  there. 

Voyages  in  those  days  took  time.  A 
man  divided  his  patrimony  among  his 
sons  before  he  started,  and  very  often  died 
full  of  years  before  he  could  get  back.  It 
is  the  regular  thing  in  the  Oriental  story- 
books that  deal  of  those  old  days  to  make 
the  returned  merchant  find  the  children, 
who  were  babies  when  he  left  them,  grown 
up  to  be  parents  themselves.  They  do 
not  remember  to  have  ever  had  a  father. 
Their  mother,  rest  her  soul,  has  been  dead 
these  many  years.  But  there  is  always 
an  opportune  old  man,  a  former  crony  of 
the  long-gone  merchant,  who  recognizes 
him  on  behalf  of  the  family,  and  all  comes 
well  as  the  merchant  sits  down  in  the  last 
chapter  to  unfold  his  treasures  of  foreign 
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markets.  Indeed,  it  was  always  on  tlie 
-cards  that  if  you  started  on  a  long  voyage 
your  provisions  would  run  short,  and  that 
you  would  all  solemnly  get  out  of  the 
ship  and  proceed  to  plough  the  ground  and 
sow  it  witli  grain,  and  wait  till  the  harvest 
ripened,  and  then  reap  it  and  start  afresh. 
But  it  must  have  been  tedious  work  at 
best,  this  interpolation  of  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  for  men  absent  on  a  short 
furlough  exasperating  in  the  extreme. 

But  my  voyage,  if  I  take  it,  must  be  by 
preference  in  one  of  the  roomy  boats  of 
the  times  of  Greek  supremacy.  Not  in 
one  of  the  leather  vehicles  of  the  Saxon 
■coaster,  nor  the  laundry-basket  coracle  of 
the  x^ainted  Briton,  nor  yet  the  clipper- 
built  pirate  craft  of  the  hardy  Norsemen, 
those  Drakers  and  Snekkars — dragons  and 
.snakes — in  which  the  Viking  buccaneers 
harried  the  English  coasts;  for  they 
were  a  terrible  crew,  those  hard-drinking 
Danes  who  sailed  with  Sweyn,  the  Raven 
of  the  North — 

"  The   Danish    Raven,  lured    on   by   annual    prey, 
hung  o'er  the  land — " 

who  dared  to  venture  into  the  ice-bound 
seas  about  the  pole,  and  came  back  in  dis- 
gust, not  because  of  the  icebergs  and  the 
crunching  floe,  but  because  the  people 
there  brewed  no  ale.  No;  my  voyage 
should  be  on  sunnv  seas,  in  one  of  those 


elder  craft,  with  bows  and  stern  all  grim 
with  monster-heads,  and  a  great  unwink- 
ing eye  painted  on  either  side.  From  stem 
to  poop  she  is  painted  m  gorgeous  colors, 
vermilion  and  green  and  blue,  and  the  sail 
that  lies  furled  upon  the  single  yard  is 
purple,  with  a  yellow  fringe.  Her  fore- 
mast is  hardly  worth  calling  one,  for  it 
rakes  forward  as  if  it  thought  itself  a  bow- 
sprit, and  hanging  from  it  flutter  the  vo- 
tive rags  of  the  passengers  and  the  crew. 
On  the  top  of  the  mainmast  is  a  tulip- 
shaped  "crow's-nest,"  in  which,  with  his 
long  trumpet  in  his  hand,  the  signal-man 
sits  at  his  ease  aloft.  In  the  bows,  under 
a  gorgeous  canopy,  and  supported  by  the 
favorite  god  of  the  company,  sits  the  pilot, 
while  on  the  poop  stands  the  captain, 
counting  the  sea-gulls  for  an  augury,  and 
giving  the  boatswain  of  the  x^eriod  his  or- 
ders accordingly. 

"Hardy  he  was,  and  wyse  to  undertake; 
With    many    a    tempest    hadde    hys   herd    been 
sehake." 

He  walks  his  small  poop  an  autocrat,  defer- 
ential only  to  the  vaticinations  of  the  birds 
about  him,  and  the  voice  of  the  augur  who 
is  examining  dead  chickens  in  the  saloon. 
But  when  the  storm  overtakes  her,  and  the 
waves  come  racing  after  the  laboring  ship, 
our  captain  calls  together  the  augur  and 
the  pilot,  the  boatswain  and  all  the  ship's 
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company,  and  takes  them  into  liis  confi- 
dence. Shall  they  run  the  ship  ashore  i 
or  were  it  more  advisahle,  as  an  experi- 
ment, to  throw  a  priest  overhoard  ? 

And  tlien  those  stateh'  ceremonies  of 
ancient  commerce !  Tlie  starting  from  Cor- 
inth of  an  arg-osy  of  galleys,  with  every 
vessel  of  a  different  color,  and  all  the  sails 
enriched  with  an  extravagance  of  ])riglit 
design,  the  long  hanks  of  rowei*s  bending 
to  their  oars  in  time  with  the  music  of  their 
bands,  and  the  perpetual  antiphones  of 
trumpets,  as  admiral  to  admiral  signaled, 
and  pilots  gave  the  orders  of  the  crooked 
course!  Tlie  departure  of  a  Roman  fleet 
from  tlie  Golden  Horn,  when  the  hie- 
rarchy of  the  Western  Church,  in  all  the 
pomp  of  their  canonicals,  passed  down  the 
line  in  their  barge  of  state  to  bless  the  keels 
that  were  to  plough  the  seas,  the  oars  that 
Avere  to  drive  the  brave  craft  through  the 
waves,  the  sails  that  were  to  take  the  favor- 
ing breeze;  when  the  court,  with  the  Eui- 
peror,  in  all  the  insignia  of  his  high  place, 
stood  grouped  upon  the  roN'al  galley  to 
watch  the  solemn  pageant;  and  when,  the 
ceremony  over,  the  clarions  shouted  all 
together,  and  in  a  tumult  of  nmsic  the 
squadron  moved  away  I 

Or  later,  with  our  own  more  familiar 
history,  the  magnificence  of  the  Cru- 
saders' progress,  or  the  Doge's  farewell  to 
the  merchant  fleets  of  proud,  imperious 
Venice!  The  whole  city  made  holiday, 
and  along  all  its  hundred  canals  the  gon- 
dolas, sumptuou.sly  bedecked  for  the  day, 
ranged  themselves  in  line  to  watch  the 
Doge  and  his  Council  go  by,  and  then,  clos- 
ing up  into  ranks,  followed  behind  the 
pompous  Bucentaur,  the  great  state  barge 
of  the  Doges,  to  the  outer  harbor,  where 
the  argosy  lay  waiting  for  the  final  or- 
ders for  sailing.  All  the  wealth  of  Ven- 
ice seemed  displayed  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water,  while  the  constant  strains  of 
martial  music  filled  the  scene  with  all 
the  gayety  of  sound.  And  presently  the 
confusion  of  sumptuous  galleys  began  to 
resolve  itself  into  order,  and  then  on  a 
sudden,  amid  a  wild  chorus  of  trumpets,  the 
leading  vessels  were  seen  gliding  out  from 
the  throng,  and  one  by  one,  in  a  stately 
succession  of  purple  sails  and  golden 
prows,  the  pride  of  Venice,  her  merchant 
fleet,  streamed  out  on  the  bright  waters  of 
the  sun -lit  Adriatic. 

Once  upon  a  time  men  made  a  regular 
profession  of  discovering  new  countries. 
They  were  bound  apprentice  to  it  as  if  to 


a  trade,  articled  to  some  passed  master, 
and  formally  salaried  by  courts  and 
princes,  for  the  specific  service  of  adding 
Teri'anuovas  to  their  employers'  posses- 
sions. The  discovery  of  unchiimed  coun- 
tries for  a  king  was  then  looked  upon  very 
much  as  establishing  new  agencies  for  a 
mercantile  firm  is  now:  each  Newfound- 
land was  a  fresh  branch  office.  And  they 
were  fine  men,  those  pirate -pioneei's  of 
the  world's  commerce — the  Cabots  and 
Drakes,  Tasmans,  De  Gamas,  and  Colum- 
buses.  The  class  is  not  by  any  means 
extinct.  But  they  have  exhausted  the 
world.  If  the  occasion  should  come,  and 
a  new  Atlantis  rise  in  some  arctic  or  ant- 
arctic sea,  the  mariner  and  his  ship,  depend 
upon  it,  will  be  ready  with  the  hour.  Tlie 
brave  sails  will  be  shaken  out  in  challenge 
to  strange  winds,  and  the  engines  will 
throb  in  conflict  Avitli  strange  Avaters,  and 
our  seamen  will  dare  and  die  to  plant  "the 
banner  of  possession"  upon  the  ''lands 
and  the  isles." 

Brave  men  indeed  were  the  old  sea-cap- 
tains, who  in  their  "tall  ships"  dared  to 
steer  for  continents  that  they  could  only 
guess  of,  and  to  hazard  their  lives  on  seas 
Avhere  fable  was  their  only  chart,  and  the 
whale  was  still  Lord  High  Admiral.  And 
what  an  "address"  to  sail  for!  — "the  do- 
minions of  Prester  John,  or  other  poten- 
tates they  might  meet  with."  And  then 
the  delightful  idea  of  the  first  ships  that 
sailed  to  America  carrying  with  them  let- 
ters of  introduction  "in  the  Latin,  He- 
brew, and  Chaldee  tongues''!  How  the 
red  Indian  must  have  powwowed  over 
such  a  letter — written,  too,  on  "a  leaf  of 
gold" — and  what  wisdom  would  liave  been 
exchanged  between  sagamore  and  sachem 
over  the  compliments  (in  Chaldee)  of  ' '  Don 
John  of  Portugal,  brother  to  the  Christian 
King"! 

But  to  those  daring  seamen  of  the  older 
da\^s  there  was  nothing  humorous  in  such 
adventure.  It  was  the  work  of  a  life  to 
have  voyaged  once  on  the  high  seas  "for 
the  honour  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
and  the  glory  of  God,"  and  they  were 
content  on  their  return  to  schedule  such 
strange  goods  as  "popynjays  and  wylde 
catts  of  the  mountaigne,  with  other  stuff, 
to  the  King's  grace."  And  how  stately 
the  reception  they  received  on  their  return  ! 
how  solemn  the  Te  Deums  of  the  nations ! 
There  is  a  wonderful  pathos  in  the  sig- 
nificance of  these  great  rejoicings  of  the 
young  world  of  Europe  on  bringing  un- 
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der  its  sceptres  the  old  worlds  of  the  earth 
and  calliiig"  them  "New"  !  Hidden  away 
behind  the  veil  of  distance  the  mighty 
antiquities  of  continents  had  lain  for 
ages.  And  then,  suddenly  cutting  her 
way  thi^ough  the  concealing  oceans,  came 
one  day,  Avith  the  sunlight  glittering  on 
lier  sails  as  they  rose  up  from  the  under- 
world, and  the  subject  sea  fawning  with 
smiles  upon  her  bows,  a  tall  ship,  with  her 
crew  of  strangely  speaking  men,  white- 
skinned  and  bearded,  whose  feet  strode 
the  shore  as  if  they  were  the  hereditary 
lords  of  it,  and  whose  hands  never  loosed 
their  hold  of  aught  they  grasped. 

And  in  time  the  ship  sailed  away  again, 
leaving  behind  it  as  mementos  of  its  visit 
tapestries  of  Flanders  or  damasks,  ver- 
milion or  ambei-,  and  taking  with  it  in 
return  the  wild  produce  of  the  plain  and 
Avoodland  and  stream,  feathers  or  furs, 
gems  and  rare  woods  and  scented  gums. 
Strange  also  were  the  tales  they  brought 
with  them  of  seas  as  green  as  meadows, 
among  which  were  sea-kine  feeding,  and 
of  the  aquatic  cannibals  which  w^hen 
starting  they  had  been  so  earnestly  warn- 
ed against,  long-tusked  and  Avhiskered, 
with  fins  for  hands,  and  eyes  that  rolled 


horribly,  of  "fatall  byrdes"  that  followed 
the  ship  with  ominous  cries,  of  mermen 
and  mermaidens,  and  of  the  priest-fish 
that  rose  up  from  the  waves  all  cowled  to 
receive  the  dead  who  were  thrown  over- 
board. In  those  days  the  miracle  of  the 
sea-serpent  was  often  vouchsafed  to  mar- 
iners, and  the  Clays  returning  from  "the 
New  found  Island"  with  "  wylde  catts  and 
popynjays"  had  a  Avondrous  yarn  to  tell 
of  the  kraken  that  lay  off  the  Banks. 

But  with  all  their  pomp  and  splendor, 
and  all  their  novelties  in  discovery  and 
science,  I  only  wish  for  one  single  voyage 
in  the  Past.  And  that  merely  as  an  ex- 
perience. My  life  has  been  for  many  years 
given  up  to  strange  experiences  in  strange 
countries,  and  I  have  had  my  adventures 
by  water  as  Avell  as  by  land.  To  gain 
"the  experience,"  I  once  voyaged  from 
Southampton  to  Calcutta  in  a  sailing  ship, 
and  nearly  went  to  the  bottom  off  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  my  sins.  But  the 
voyage  answered  all  my  expectations,  for 
did  Ave  not  meet  a  hurricane  off  the  Cape, 
and  a  dead  calm  of  fourteen  days  on  the 
equator  off  the  Madras  coast?  and  did  we 
not  see  a  water-spout  and  a  school  of 
Avhaies  ?  catch  albatrosses  by  the  dozen, 
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sharks  by  the  score,  and,  most  prized  of     ence  of  my  life  in  a  cyclone  in  the  Bay  of 
all,  one   solitary  dolphin?     Did   we    not     Biscav. 


sail  for  a  month  of  ni^ichts  throu«::h  a  ])lios 
phorescent  sea,  and  behold  in  the  tirma 
ment  the  constellations  of  both  hemi 
:!>pheres  at  once  ? 


I  had  tlici'efore  been  on  many  seas  be- 
fore I  made  acquaintance  with  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  I  must  confess  that,  with  all  my 
vovat^inffs  before  me,  I  never  recognized 
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I  have  been  a  passenger  m  a  Somali 
dhas,  and  tossed  up  with  the  surf  like  a 
sea- weed  on  tiie  beach  of  Ceylon,  have 
raced  the  porpoises  over  the  bar  at  Durban, 
felt  the  boat  grind  beneath  me  among  the 
breakers  otf  East  London,  and  seen  men 
running  along  the  pier  overhead  w4th  life- 
saving  apparatus  as  they  saw  our  boat 
dashed  with  the  inroUing  surf  upon  the 
rock  face  at  Bourbon.  In  a  bark  of  six 
hundred  tons  I  ran  the  gauntlet  of  a  hur- 
ricane in  the  Mozambique  Channel  W'lien 
crossing  from  Mauritius  to  the  Zulu  Avar, 
and  on  board  one  of  the  largest  steamers 
of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  fleet,  bound 
for  India,  I  nearly  made  the  last  experi- 


the  full  extent  of  the  gulf  that  stretches 
between  the  past  and  the  present  till  I 
crossed  by  the  bridge  to  America.  On 
her  trial  trip  I  was  a  passenger  on  board 
the  Kaiser-i-Hurd,  the  most  beautiful  ship 
afloat  on  Eastern  seas,  and  in  Ismailia  Bay 
tliere  was  the  stately  Orient^  at  once  a 
palace  and  a  fortress.  And  yet  the  over- 
whelming contrast  between  the  timid  be- 
ginnings of  maritime  adventure  and  its 
present  superb  development  never  ade- 
quately struck  me  till  I  had  felt  the  Alaska 
thrilling  with  her  speed  as  she  scorned  the 
angry  Atlantic,  and  on  the  deck  of  the 
Servia  shared  that  stately  vessel's  lofty 
indifl'erence  to  the  storm. 


LITTLE  BEL'S  SUPPLEMENT. 


BY  HELEN  HUNT  JACKSON. 


XNDEED,  then,  my  mother,  I'll  not 
take  the  school  at  Wissan  Bridge 
without  they  promise  me  a  supplement. 
It's  the  worst  school  i'  a'  Prince  Edward 
Island." 

"I  doubt  but  ye're  young"  to  tackle  wi' 
them  boys,  Bel,"  replied  the  mother,  gaz- 
ing into  her  daughter's  face  with  an  intent 
expression,  in  which  it  would  have  been 
hard  to  say  which  predominated,  anxiety 
or  fond  pride.  "I'd  sooner  see  ye  take 
any  other  school  between  this  an'  Char- 
lottetown,  an'  no  supplement." 

' '  I'm  not  afraid,  my  mother,  but  I'll 
manage  'em  well  enough  ;  but  I'll  not 
undertake  it  for  the  same  money  as  a  de- 
cent school  is  taught :  they'll  promise  me 
five  pounds  supplement  at  the  end  o'  the 
year,  or  I'll  not  set  foot  i'  the  place." 

"  Maybe  they'll  not  be  for  givin'  ye  the 
school  at  all  when  they  see  what's  yer 
youth,"  replied  the  mother,  in  a  half-an- 
tagonistic tone.  There  was  a  continual 
under-current  between  this  mother  and 
daughter  of  possible  antagonism,  overlain 
and  usually  smothered  out  of  sight  by 
passionate  attachment  on  both  sides. 

Little  Bel  tossed  her  head.  ' '  Age  is  not 
everything  that  goes  to  the  makkin  o'  a 
teacher,"  she  retorted.  "There's  Grizzy 
McLeod;  she's  teachin'  at  the  Cove  these 
eight  years,  an'  I'd  shame  her  myself  any 
day  she  likes  wi'  spellin'  an'  the  lines ;  an' 
if  there's  ever  a  boy  in  a  school  o'  mine 
that  '11  gie  me  a  fioutin'  answer  such  's 
I've  heard  her  take  by  the  dozen,  I'll  war- 
rant ye  he'll  get  a  birchin' ;  an'  the  trust- 
ees think  there's  no  teacher  like  Grizzy. 
I'm  not  afraid." 

"Grizzy  never  had  any  great  school- 
in'  herself,"  replied  her  mother,  proudly. 
"There's  no  girl  in  all  the  farms  that's 
had  what  ye've  had,  Bel." 

"It  isn't  the  schoolin',  mother,"  retort- 
ed Little  Bel.  "  The  schoolin'  's  got  no- 
thin'  to  do  with  it.  I'd  teacli  a  school 
better  than  Grizzy  McLeod  if  I'd  never 
had  a  day's  schoolin'." 

"An'  now  if  that's  not  the  talk  of  a 
silly!"  retorted  the  quickly  angered  par- 
ent. "Will  ye  be  tellin'  me  perhaps, 
then,  that  them  that  can't  read  theirselves 
is  to  be  set  to  teach  letters  ?" 

Little  Bel  was  too  loyal  at  heart  to  her 
illiterate  mother  to  wound  her  farther  by 
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reiterating  her  point.  Throwing  her  arms 
around  her  neck,  and  kissing  her  warmly, 
she  exclaimed:  "Eh,  my  mother,  it's  not 
a  silly  that  ye  could  ever  have  for  a  child, 
wi'  that  clear  head,  and  the  wise  things 
always  said  to  us  from  the  time  we're  in 
our  cradles.  Ye've  never  a  child  that's  so 
clever  as  ye  are  yerself.  I  didn't  mean 
just  what  I  said:  ye  must  know  surely: 
only  that  the  schoolin'  part  is  the  smallest 
part  o'  the  keepin'  a  school." 

"An'  I'll  never  give  in  to  such  non- 
sense as  that  either,"  said  the  mother,  only 
half  mollified.  "Ye  can  ask  yer  father, 
if  ye  like,  if  it  stands  not  to  reason  that 
the  more  a  teacher  knows,  the  more  he 
can  teach.  He'll  take  the  conceit  out  o' 
ye  better  than  I  can."  And  good  Isabel- 
la McDonald  turned  angrily  away,  and 
drummed  on  the  window-pane  with  her 
knitting-needles  to  relieve  her  nervous 
discomfort  at  this  slight  passage  at  arms 
with  her  best-beloved  daughter. 

Little  Bel's  face  flushed,  and  with  com- 
pressed lips  she  turned  silently  to  the  lit- 
tle oaken-framed  looking-glass  that  hung 
so  high  on  the  wall  she  could  but  just 
see  her  chin  in  it.  As  she  slowly  tied 
her  pink  bonnet  strings  she  grew  happier. 
In  truth,  she  would  have  been  a  maiden 
hard  to  console  if  the  face  that  looked  back 
at  her  from  the  quaint  oak  leaf  and  acorn 
wreatli  had  not  comforted  her  inmost 
soul,  and  made  her  again  at  peace  with 
herself.  And  as  the  mother  looked  on  she 
too  was  comforted,  and  in  five  minutes 
more,  when  Little  Bel  was  ready  to  say 
good-by,  they  flung  their  arms  around 
each,  other,  and  embraced  and  kissed,  and 
the  daughter  said:  "Good-by  t'ye  now, 
my  mother.  Wish  me  well,  an'  ye'U  see 
that  I  get  it — supplement  an'  all, "she  add- 
ed, slyly.  And  the  mother  said,  ' '  Good 
luck  t'ye,  child ;  an'  it's  luck  to  them  that 
gets  ye."  And  that  was  the  way  quarrels 
always  ended  between  Isabella  McDonald 
and  her  oldest  daughter. 

The  oldest  daughter,  and  yet  only  just 
turned  of  twenty,  and  there  were  eight 
children  younger  than  she  and  one  older. 
This  is  the  way  among  the  Scotch  farming 
folk  in  Prince  Edward  Island.  Children 
come  tumbling  into  the  world  like  rabbits 
in  a  pen,  and  have  to  scramble  for  a  liv- 
ing almost  as  soon  and  as  hard  as  the  rab- 
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bits.  It  is  a  narrow  life  tlioy  lead,  and 
full  of  hardships  and  deprivations,  but  it 
has  its  compensations.  Sturdy  virtues  in 
sturdy  bodies  come  of  it — the  sort  of  virtue 
made  by  the  straitest  Calvinism,  and  the 
sort  of  body  made  out  of  oatmeal  and  milk. 

It  seemed  but  a  few  years  asro  tliat  John 
McDonald  had  wooed  and  won  Isabella  Mc- 
intosh— wooed  her  with  difficulty  in  the 
bosom  of  her  family  of  six  brothers  and  five 
sisters,  and  won  her  triumphantly  in  spite 
of  the  open  and  contemptuous  opposition 
of  each  one  of  the  five  sisters.  For  John 
himself  was  one  of  seven  in  liis  fathers 
home,  and  whoever  married  John  must  go 
there  to  live,  to  be  only  a  daughter  in  a  mo- 
ther-in-law's house,  and  take  a  daughter's 
share  of  the  brunt  of  everything.  "And 
nothing  to  be  got  except  a  living,  and  it 
was  a  poor  living  the  McDonald  farm  gave 
beside  the  Mcintosh,"  the  Mcintosh  sistei*s 
said.  And,  moreover:  "  The  saint  did  not 
live  that  could  get  on  with  John  McDon- 
ald's mother.  That  was  what  had  made 
him  the  silent  fellow  he  was,  always  being 
told  by  his  mother  to  hold  his  tongue  and 
have  done  speaking;  and  a  fine  pepper- 
pot  there'd  be  when  Isabella's  hasty  tongue 
and  temper  were  flung  into  that  batch  I'' 

There  was  no  gainsaying  all  this.  Nev- 
ertheless Isabella  married  John,  went  home 
with  him  into  his  father's  house,  put  her 
shoulder  against  her  spoke  in  the  family 
wheel,  and  did  her  best.  And  when,  ten 
years  later,  as  reward  of  her  affectionate 
trust  and  patience,  she  found  hei'self  sole 
mistress  of  the  McDonald  farm,  she  did 
not  feel  hei^elf  ill  paid.  The  old  father 
and  mother  were  dead, two  sisters  had  died 
and  two  had  married,  and  the  two  sons  had 
gone  to  the  States  to  seek  better  fortunes 
than  were  to  be  made  on  Prince  Edward 
Island.  John,  as  eldest  son,  had,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  island,  inherited  the 
farm,  and  Mrs.  Isabella,  confronting  her 
three  still  unmarried  sisters,  was  able  at 
last  triumphantly  to  refute  their  still  re- 
sentfully remembered  objections  to  her 
choice  of  a  husband. 

*'An'  did  ye  suppose  I  did  not  all  the 
time  know  that  it  was  to  this  it  was  sure 
to  come,  soon  or  late  ?"  she  said,  with  jus- 
tifiable complacency.  "It's  a  good  thing 
to  have  a  house  o'  one's  own  an'  an  estate. 
An'  the  linen  that's  in  the  house !  I've  no 
need  to  turn  a  hand  to  the  flax-wheel  for 
ten  years  if  I've  no  mind.  An'  ye  can 
all  bide  your  times,  an'  see  what  John  '11 
make  o'  the  farm,  now  he's  got  where  he 


can  have  things  his  own  way.  His  father 
was  always  set  against  anything  that  was 
new,  an'  tlie  place  is  run  down  shameful ; 
but  John  '11  bring  it  up;  an'  I'm  not  an 
old  woman  yet." 

This  last  was  the  unkindest  phrase  Mrs. 
John  McDonald  permitted  herself  to  use. 
There  was  a  rebound  in  it  which  told  on 
the  Mcintosh  sisters,  for  they,  many  years 
older  than  she,  were  already  living  on  tol- 
erance in  their  father's  house,  where  their 
oldest  brother  and  his  wife  ruled  things 
with  an  iron  hand.  All  hopes  of  a  hus- 
band and  a  home  of  their  own  had  quite 
died  out  of  their  spinster  bosoms,  and  they 
would  not  have  been  human  had  they  not 
secretly  and  grievously  envied  the  come- 
ly, blooming  Isabella  her  husband,  chil- 
dren, and  home. 

But.  with  all  this,  it  was  no  play-day  life 
that  Mi's.  Isabella  had  led.  At  the  very 
best,  and  with  the  best  of  farms.  Prince 
Edward  Island  farming  is  no  high-road 
to  fortune;  only  a  living,  and  that  of  the 
plainest,  is  to  be  made;  and  when  children 
come  at  the  rate  of  ten  in  twenty-two  years, 
it  is  but  a  small  showing  that  the  farmer's 
bank  account  makes  at  the  end  of  that 
time.  There  is  no  margin  for  fineries, 
luxuries,  small  ambitions  of  any  kind. 
Isabella  had  her  temptations  in  these  direc- 
tions, but  John  was  firm  as  a  rock  in  with- 
standing them.  If  he  had  not  been,  there 
would  never  have  been  this  story  to  tell  of 
his  Little  Bel's  school-teaching,  for  there 
would  never  have  been  money  enough  in 
the  bank  to  have  given  her  two  years' 
schooling  in  Charlottetown,  the  best  the 
little  citj^  afforded,  "and  she  boardin'  all 
the  time  like  a  lady,''  said  the  sevei*e  Mcin- 
tosh aunts,  who  disapproved  of  all  such 
wide-flyingambitions,  which  made  women 
discontented  Avith  and  unfitted  for  farm- 
ing life. 

Little  Bel  had,  indeed,  even  before  the 
Charlottetown  schooling,  had  a  far  bet- 
ter chance  than  her  mother;  for  in  her 
mother's  day  there  was  no  free  school  in 
the  island;  and  in  families  of  ten  and 
twelve  it  was  only  a  turn  and  turn  about 
that  the  children  had  at  school.  Since 
the  free  schools  had  been  established 
many  a  ^rown  man  and  woman  had  sigh- 
ed enviously  at  the  better  luck  of  the 
youngsters  under  the  new  regime.  No 
excuse  now  for  the  poorest  man's  children 
not  knowing  how  to  read  and  write,  and 
more;  and  if  they  chose  to  keep  on,  no- 
thing to  hinder  their  dipping  into  studies 


LITTLE  BEL'S  SUPPLEMENT. 


693 


of  which  their  parents  never  heard  so 
much  as  the  names. 

And  this  was  not  the  only  better  chance 
which  Little  Bel  had  had.  John  McDon- 
ald's farm  joined  the  lands  of  the  manse; 
his  house  was  a  short  mile  from  the  manse 
itself;  and  by  a  bit  of  good  fortune  for 
Little  Bel  it  happened  that  just  as  she 
was  growing-  into  girlhood  there  came  a 
new  minister  to  the  manse:  a  young  man 
from  Halifax  with  a  young  bride,  the 
daughter  of  an  officer  in  the  Halifax 
garrison,  gentle-folks  both  of  them,  but 
single-hearted  and  full  of  fervor  in  their 
work  for  the  souls  of  the  plain  farming 
people  given  into  their  charge.  And 
both  Mr.  Allan  and  Mrs.  Allan  had  caught 
sight  of  Little  Bel's  face  on  their  first 
Sunday  in  church,  and  Mrs.  Allan  had 
traced  to  her  a  flute-like  voice  she  had 
detected  in  the  Sunday-school  singing; 
and  before  long,  to  Isabella's  great  but 
unspoken  pride,  the  child  had  been  "bid- 
den to  the  manse  for  the  minister's  wife 
to  hear  her  sing,"  and  from  that  day  there 
was  a  new  vista  in  Little  Bel's  life. 

Her  voice  was  sweet  as  a  lark's  and  as 
pure,  and  her  passionate  love  for  music  a 
gift  in  itself.  "It  would  be  a  sin  not  to 
cultivate  it, "said  Mrs.  Allan  to  her  hus- 
band, "even  if  she  never  sees  another 
piano  than  mine,  nor  had  any  other  time 
in  her  life  except  these  few  years  to  enjoy 
it:  she  will  always  have  had  these:  and 
nothing  can  separate  her  from  her  voice." 

And  so  it  came  to  pass  that  when,  at 
sixteen,  Little  Bel  went  to  Charlottetown 
for  her  final  two  years  of  study  at  the 
High  School,  she  played  almost  as  well 
as  Mrs.  Allan  herself,  and  sang  far  bet- 
ter. And  in  all  Isabella  McDonald's  day- 
dreams of  the  child's  future,  vague  or 
minute,  there  was  one  feature  never  left 
out.  The  "good  husband"  coming  al- 
ways was  to  be  a  man  who  could  "give 
her  a  piano." 

In  Charlottetown  Bel  found  no  such 
friend  as  Mrs.  Allan,  but  she  had  a  young 
school-mate  who  had  a  piano,  and — poor 
short-sighted  creature  that  she  was,  Bel 
thought — hated  the  sight  of  it,  detested  to 
practice,  and  shed  many  a  tear  over  her 
lessons.  This  girl's  parents  were  thank- 
ful to  see  their  daughter  impressed  by 
Bel's  enthusiasm  for  music;  and  so  well 
did  the  clever  girl  play  her  cards  that,  be- 
fore she  had  been  six  months  in  the  place, 
she  was  installed  as  music  teacher  to  her 
own  school-fellow,   earning  thereby  not 


only  money  enough  to  buy  the  few  clothes 
she  needed,  but  what  to  her  was  better 
than  money,  the  privilege  of  the  use  of 
the  piano  an  hour  a  day. 

So  when  she  went  home,  at  the  end  of 
the  two  years,  she  had  lost  nothing ;  in  fact, 
had  made  substantial  progress;  and  her 
old  friend  and  teacher,  Mrs.  Allan,  was  as 
proud  as  she  was  astonished  when  she 
first  heard  her  play  and  sing.  Still  more 
astonished  was  she  at  the  forceful  char- 
acter the  girl  had  developed.  She  went 
away  a  gentle,  loving,  clinging  child,  her 
nature,  like  her  voice,  belonging  to  the  or- 
der of  birds — bright,  flitting,  merry,  con- 
fiding. She  returned  a  woman,  still  lov- 
ing, still  gentle  in  her  manner,  but  with 
a  new  poise  in  her  bearing,  a  resoluteness, 
a  fire,  of  which  her  first  girlhood  had  given 
no  suggestion.  It  was  strange  to  see  how 
similar  yet  unlike  were  the  comments 
made  on  her  in  the  manse  and  in  the 
farm-house  by  the  two  couples  most  inter- 
ested in  her  welfare. 

"It  is  wonderful,  Robert,"  said  Mrs. 
Allan  to  her  husband,  ' '  how  that  girl  has 
changed,  and  yet  not  changed.  It  is  the 
music  that  has  lifted  her  up  so;  what  a 
glorious  thing  is  a  real  passion  for  any 
art  in  a  human  soul !  But  she  can  never 
live  here  among  these  people.  I  must 
take  her  to  Halifax." 

"No,"  said  Mr.  Allan.  "Her  work 
will  be  here.  She  belongs  to  her  people 
in  heart  all  the  same.  She  will  not  be 
discontented." 

"Husband,  I'm  doubtin'  if  we've  done 
the  right  thing  by  the  child  after  a',"  said 
the  mother,  tearfully,  to  the  father,  at  the 
end  of  the  first  evening  after  Bel's  return. 
' '  She's  got  the  ways  o'  the  city  on  her, 
an'  she  carries  herself  as  if  she'd  be  teach- 
in'  the  minister  his  own  self.  I  doubt  but 
she'll  feel  herself  strange  i'  the  house." 

"Never  you  fash  yourself,"  replied 
Donald.  "The  girl's  got  her  head,  that's 
a'.  But  her  heart's  i'  the  right  place. 
Ye'll  see  she'll  put  her  strength  to  what- 
ever there's  to  be  done.  She'll  be  a  mas- 
ter-hand at  teachin',  I'll  wager!" 

"You  always  did  think  she  was  perfec- 
tion,"  replied  the  mother,  in  a  crisp  but 
not  ill-natured  tone,  ' '  an'  I'm  not  gain- 
sayin'  that  she's  not  as  near  it  as  is  often 
seen ;  but  I'm  main  uneasy  to  see  her  car- 
ryin'  herself  so  positive." 

If  John  thought  in  his  heart  that  Bel 
had  come  through  direct  heredity  on  the 
maternal  side  by  this  ' '  carryin'  herself  so 
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positive,"  he  knew  better  than  to  say  so, 
and  his  only  reply  was  a  good-natured 
laugh,  with :  ' '  You'll  see  I  I'm  not  afraid. 
She's  a  good  child,  an'  always  was." 

Bel  passed  her  examination  triumph- 
antly, and  got  the  Wissan  Bridge  school ; 
but  she  got  only  a  contingent  promise  of 
the  five-pound  supplement.  It  went  sore- 
ly against  her  will  to  waive  this  point. 
Very  keenly  Mr.  Allan,  who  was  on  the 
Examining  Board,  watched  her  face  as  she 
modestly  yet  firmly  pressed  it. 

The  trustees  did  not  den}-  that  the 
Wissan  Bridge  school  was  a  difficult  and 
unruly  one ;  that  to  manage  it  well 
was  worth  more  money  than  the  ordi- 
nary school  salaries.  The  question  was 
whether  this  very  young  lady  could  man- 
age it  at  all;  and  if  she  failed,  as  the  last 
incumbent  had  —  failed  egregiously,  too: 
the  school  had  broken  up  in  riotous  con- 
fusion before  the  end  of  the  yeai' — the 
canny  Scotchmen  of  the  School  Board  did 
not  wish  to  be  pledged  to  pay  that  extra 
five  pounds.  The  utmost  Bel  could  ex- 
tract from  them  was  a  promise  that  if  at 
the  end  of  the  year  her  teaching  had 
proved  satisfactory,  the  five  pounds  should 
be  paid.  More  they  would  not  say ;  and 
after  a  short,  sharp  struggle  with  herself, 
Bel  accepted,  the  terms ;  but  she  could  not 
restrain  a  farewell  shot  at  the  trustees  as 
she  turned  to  go.  "I'm  as  sure  o'  my 
five  pounds  as  if  ye'd  promised  it  down- 
right, sirs.  I  shall  keep  ye  a  good  school 
at  Wissan  Bridge." 

"We'll  make  it  guineas,  then,  Miss 
Bel,"  cried  Mr.  Allan,  enthusiastically, 
looking  at  his  colleagues,  who  nodded 
their  heads,  and  said,  laughing,  ' '  Yes, 
guineas  it  is." 

"And  guineas  it  will  be,"  retorted  Lit- 
tle Bel,  as  with  cheeks  like  peonies  she 
left  the  room. 

"Egad  but  she's  a  fine  spirit  o'  her  ain, 
an'  as  bonnie  a  face  as  I've  seen  since  I 
remember,"  cried  old  Mr.  Dalgetty,  the 
senior  member  of  the  board,  and  the  one 
hardest  to  please.  "I'd  not  mind  bein'  a 
pupil  at  Wissan  Bridge  school  the  comin' 
term  myself,"  and  he  gave  an  old  man's 
privileged  chuckle  as  he  looked  at  his  col- 
leagues. "But  she's  over-young  for  the 
work — over-young. " 

"She'll  do  it,"  said  Mr.  Allan,  confi- 
dently. "  Ye  need  have  no  fear.  My  wife's 
had  the  training  of  the  girl  since  she  w^as 
little.  She's  got  the  best  o'  stuff  in  her. 
She'll  do  it," 


Mr.  Allan's  prediction  was  fulfilled. 
Bel  did  it.  But  she  did  it  at  the  cost  of 
harder  work  than  even  she  had  antici- 
pated. .  If  it  had  not  been  for  her  music 
she  would  never  have  pulled  through 
with  the  boj^s  of  Wissan  Bridge.  By  her 
music  she  tamed  them.  The  young  Mar- 
syas  himself  never  piped  to  a  wilder  set 
of  creatures  than  the  uncouth  lads  and 
young  men  that  sat  in  wide-eyed,  wide- 
moutlied  astonishment  listening  to  the 
first  song  their  pretty  young  school-mis- 
tress sang  for  them.  To  have  singing  ex- 
ercises part  of  the  regular  school  routine 
was  a  new  thing  at  Wissan  Bridge.  It 
took  like  wild-fire:  and  when  Little  Bel, 
shrewd  and  diplomatic  as  a  statesman,  in- 
vited the  two  oldest  and  worst  boys  in  the 
school  to  come  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afteiMioons  to  her  boarding-place  to  prac- 
tice singing  with  her  to  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  piano,  so  as  to  be  able  to  help 
her  lead  the  rest,  her  sovereignty  was  es- 
tablished. They  were  not  conquered,  they 
were  converted— a  far  surer  and  more  last- 
ing process.  Neither  of  them  would,  from 
that  day  out,  have  been  guilty  of  an  act, 
word,  or  look  to  annoy  her,  any  more 
than  if  they  had  been  rival  lovers  suing 
for  her  hand.  As  Bel's  good  luck  would 
have  it — and  Bel  was  born  to  good  luck; 
there  is  no  denying  it — one  of  these  boys 
had  a  good  tenor  voice,  the  other  a  fine  ' 
barytone;  had  both,  in  their  rough  way, 
been  singers  all  their  lives,  and  were 
lovers  of  music.  ; 

"That  was  more  than  half  the  battle, 
my  mother,"  confessed  Bel,  when,  at  the 
end  of  the  first  term,  she  was  at  home  for  a 
few  days,  and  was  recounting  her  experi- 
ences.     "Except  for  the  singin',  I'd  never 
have  got  Archie  McLeod  under,  nor  Sandy 
Stairs  either.     I  doubt  they'd  have  been 
too  many  for  me.     But  now  they're  like 
two  more  teachers  to  the  fore.     I'd  leave 
the  school-room  to  them  for  a  day,  an'  not       :^ 
a  lad  'd  dare  stir  in  his  seat  without  their       | 
leave.    I  call  them  my  constables ;  an'  I'm       [ 
teaching  them  a  small  bit  of  chemistry  out       ; 
o'  school  hours,  too,  an'  that's  a  hold  on 
them.     They'll  see  me  out  safe;  an'  I'm 
thinkin'  I'll  ow^e  them  a  bit  part  o'  tlie  five       i 
guineas  when  I  get  it,"  she  added,  reflect-       f 
ively. 

"The  minister  says  ye're  sure  of  it,"  re- 
plied her  mother.      "He  says  ye've  the       ii 
best  school  a'ready  in  all  his  circuit.     I 
don't  know  how  ever  ye   come  to't  so 
quick,  child."     And  Isabella  McDonald 
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smiled  wistfully,  spite  of  all  her  pride  in 
lier  clever  bairn. 

"  Ye  see,  then,  what  he'll  say  after  the 
examination  at  New- Year's,"  gleefully  re- 
plied Bel,  "if  he  thinks  the  school  is  so 
good  now.  It  '11  be  twice  as  good  then ;  an' 
such  singin'  as  was  never  heard  before  in 
any  school-house  on  the  island,  I'll  war- 
rant me.  I'm  to  have  the  piano  over  for 
the  day  to  the  school-house.  Archie  and 
Sandy  '11  move  it  in  a  big  wagon,  to  save 
me  payin'  for  the  cartin' ;  an'  I'm  to  pay  a 
half-pound  for  the  use  of  it  if  it's  not  hurt 
— a  dear  bargain,  but  she'd  not  let  it  go  a 
shilling  less.  And,  to  be  sure,  there  is  the 
risk  to  be  counted.  An'  she  knew  I'd  have 
it  if  it  had  been  twice  that;  but  I  got  it 
out  of  her  for  that  price.  She  was  to  let 
me  have  all  the  school  over  twice  a  week 
for  two  months  before,  to  practice.  So  it's 
not  too  dear.  Ye'll  see  what  ye'll  hear 
then." 

It  had  been  part  of  Little  Bel's  good  luck 
that  she  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  board 
in  the  only  family  in  the  village  which 
had  the  distinction  of  owning  a  piano ;  and, 
by  paying  a  small  sum  extra,  she  had  ob- 
tained the  use  of  this  piano  for  an  hour 
each  day — the  best  investment  of  Little 
Bel's  life,  as  the  sequel  showed. 

It  was  a  bitter  winter  on  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island.  By  New- Year's  time  the 
roads  were  many  of  them  well-nigh  im- 
passable with  snow.  Fierce  winds  swept 
to  and  fro,  obliterating  by  noon  tracks 
which  had  been  clear  in  the  morning ;  and 
nobody  went  abroad  if  he  could  help  it. 
New-Year's  Day  opened  fiercest  of  all,  with 
scurries  of  snow,  lowering  sky,  and  a  wind 
that  threatened  to  be  a  gale  before  night. 
But,  for  all  that,  the  tying  posts  behind  the 
Wissan  Bridge  school-house  were  crowded 
full  of  steaming  horses  under  buffalo-robes, 
which  must  stamp  and  paw  and  shiver,  and 
endure  the  day  as  best  they  might,  while 
the  New-Year's  examination  went  on.  Ev- 
erybody had  come.  The  fame  of  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Wissan  Bridge  school  had  spread 
far  and  near,  and  it  had  been  whispered 
about  that  there  was  to  be  a  "piece"  sung 
which  was  finer  than  anything  ever  sung 
in  the  Charlottetown  churches. 

The  school-house  was  decorated  with 
evergreens — pine  and  spruce.  The  New- 
Year's  Day  having  fallen  on  a  Monday, 
Little  Bel  had  had  a  clear  working-day 
on  the  Saturday  previous,  and  her  faith- 
ful henchmen,  Archie  and  Sandy,  had 
been  busy  every  evening  for  a  week  draw- 


ing the  boughs  on  their  sleds,  and  piling 
them  up  in  the  yard.  The  teacher's  desk 
had  been  removed,  and  in  its  place  stood 
the  shining  red  mahogany  piano — a  new 
and  wonderful  sight  to  many  eyes  there. 

All  was  ready,  the  room  crowded  full, 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees  not  yet  arrived. 
There  sat  their  three  big  arm-chairs  on 
the  raised  platform,  empty — a  depressing 
and  perplexing  sight  to  Little  Bel,  who, 
in  her  brief  blue  merino  gown,  with  a 
knot  of  pink  ribbon  at  her  throat,  and  a 
roll  of  white  paper  (her  schedule  of  exer- 
cises) in  her  hand,  stood  on  the  left  hand 
of  the  piano,  her  eyes  fixed  expectantly  on 
the  doors.  The  minutes  lengthened  out 
into  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  half  an  hour. 
Anxiously  Bel  consulted  with  her  father 
what  should  be  done. 

"The  roads  are  something  fearfu', 
child,"  he  replied;  "we  must  make  big 
allowance  for  that.  They're  sure  to  be 
comin',  at  least  some  one  o'  them.  It 
was  never  known  that  they  failed  on  the 
New-Year's  examination,  an'  it  would 
seem  a  sore  disrespect  to  begin  without 
them  here." 

Before  he  had  finished  speaking  there 
was  heard  a  merry  jingling  of  bells  out- 
side, dozens  and  dozens  it  seemed,  and 
hilarious  voices  and  laughter,  and  the 
snorting  of  overdriven  horses,  and  the 
stamping  of  feet,  and  more  voices  and 
more  laughter.  Everybody  looked  in  his 
neighbor's  face.  What  sounds  were  th  ese  ? 
Who  ever  heard  a  sober  School  Board  ar- 
rive in  such  fashion  as  this  ?  But  it  was 
the  School  Board — nothing  less  :  a  good 
deal  more,  however.  Little  Bel's  heart 
sank  within  her  as  she  saw  the  foremost 
figure  ei:tering  the  room.  What  evil  des- 
tiny had  brought  Sandy  Bruce  in  the 
character  of  school  visitor  that  day? — San- 
dy Bruce,  retired  school-teacher  himself, 
superintendent  of  the  hospital  in  Char- 
lottetown, road -master,  ship-owner,  ex- 
ciseman— Sandy  Bruce,  whose  sharp  and 
unexpected  questions  had  been  known  to 
floor  the  best  of  scholars  and  upset  the 
plans  of  the  best  of  teachers.  Yes,  here 
he  was,  Sandy  Bruce  himself ;  and  it  was 
his  fierce  little  Norwegian  ponies,  with 
their  silver  bells  and  fur  collars,  the  ad- 
miration of  all  Charlottetown,  that  had 
made  such  a  clatter  and  stamping  out- 
side, and  were  still  keeping  it  up,  for  ev- 
ery time  they  stirred  the  bells  tinkled  like 
a  peal  of  chimes.  And,  woe  upon  woe, 
behind  him  came,  not  Bel's  friend  and 
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pastor,  Mr.  Allan,  but  tlie  crusty  old  Dal- 
getty,  whose  doing  it  had  been  a  year  be- 
fore, as  Bel  verj^  well  knew,  that  the  five- 
pound  supplement  had  been  only  condi- 
tionally promised. 

Conflicting  emotions  turned  Bel's  face 
scarlet  as  she  advanced  to  meet  them ;  the 
most  casual  observer  could  not  have  fail- 
ed to  see  that  dismaj-  predominated,  and 
Sandy  Bruce  was  no  casual  observer;  no- 
thing escaped  his  keen  glance  and  keener 
intuition ;  and  it  was  almost  with  a  wick- 
ed twinkle  in  his  little  hazel  eyes  that  he 
said,  still  shaking  otf  the  snow,  stamping 
and  pufling:  "  Eh,  but  ye  were  not  lookin' 
for  me,  teacher  I  The  minister  was  sent 
for  to  go  to  old  Elspie  Breadalbane,  who's 
dyin'  the  morn ;  and  I  happened  by  as  he 
was  startin',  an'  he  made  me  promise  to 
come  i'  his  place;  an'  I  picked  up  my 
friend  Dalgetty  here  a  few  miles  back, 
wi'  his  horse  flounderin'  i'  the  drifts. 
Except  for  me,  ye'd  ha'  had  no  board  at 
all  here  to-day,  so  I  hope  yell  give  me 
no  bad  welcome.*' 

As  he  spoke  he  was  studying  her  face, 
where  the  color  came  and  went  like  waves ; 
not  a  thought  in  the  girl's  heart  he  did 
not  read.  ''Poor  little  lassie  I"  he  was 
thinking  to  himself.  ''She's  shaking  in 
her  shoes  with  fear  o'  me.  I'll  not  ])ut 
her  out.  She's  a  dainty  blossom  of  a  girl. 
What's  kept  her  from  being  trodden  down 
by  these  Wissan  Bridge  racketers,  I'd  like 
to  know?" 

But  when  he  seated  himself  on  the  plat- 
form, and  took  his  first  look  at  the  rows  of 
pupils  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  he  was 
near  starting  with  amazement.  The  Wis- 
san Bridge  "racketers,"  as  he  had  men- 
tally called  them,  were  not  to  be  seen. 
Very  well  he  knew  many  of  them  by 
sight,  for  his  shipping  business  called  him 
often  to  W^issan  Bridge,  and  this  was  not 
the  first  time  he  had  been  inside  the  school- 
house,  which  had  been  so  long  the  dread 
and  terror  of  school  ])oards  and  teachers 
alike.  A  puzzled  frown  gatliered  between 
Sandy  Bruce's  ej^ebrows  as  he  gazed. 

"What  has  happened  to  the  young- 
sters, then  ? — have  they  all  been  convarted 
i'  this  twelvemonth?"  he  was  thinking. 
And  the  flitting  perplexed  thought  did 
not  escape  the  observ^ation  of  John  McDon- 
ald, who  was  as  quick  a  reader  of  faces  as 
Sandy  himself,  and  had  been  by  no  means 
free  from  anxiety  for  his  Little  Bel  when 
he  saw  the  redoubtable  visage  of  the  ex- 
ciseman appear  in  the  doorway. 


"He's  takin'  it  in  quick  the  way  the 
bairn's  got  them  a"  in  hand,"  thought 
John.  **  If  only  she  can  hold  hei'seP  cool 
now  I" 

No  danger.  Bel  was  not  the  one  to  lose 
a  battle  by  appearing  to  quail  in  the  out- 
set, however  clearly  she  might  see  herself 
outnumbered.  And  sympathetic  and  ea- 
ger glances  from  her  constables,  Archie 
and  Sand}',  told  her  that  they  were  all 
ready  for  the  fray.  These  glances  Sandy 
Bruce  chanced  to  intercept,  and  they 
heightened  his  bewilderment.  To  Archie 
McLeod  he  was  by  no  means  a  stranger, 
having  had  occasion  more  than  once  to 
deal  with  him.  boy  as  he  was,  for  compli- 
cations with  riotous  misdoings.  He  had 
happened  to  know,  also,  that  it  was  Archie 
McLeod  who  had  been  head  and  front  of 
the  last  year's  revolt  in  the  school,  the 
one  boy  that  no  teacher  hitherto  had 
been  able  to  control.  And  here  stood 
Archie  McLeod,  rising  in  his  place,  leader 
of  the  form,  glancing  down  on  the  boys 
around  him  with  the  eye  of  a  general, 
Avatching  the  teacher's  eye,  meanwhile,  as 
a  dog  watches  for  his  master's  signal. 

And  the  orderly  yet  alert  and  joyously 
eager  expression  of  the  whole  school — it 
had  so  much  the  look  of  a  miracle  to  Sandy 
Bruce's  eye  that,  not  having  been  for  years 
accustomed  to  the  restraint  of  the  tech- 
nical official  dignity  of  school  visitor,  he 
was  on  the  point  of  giving  a  loud  whistle 
of  astonishment.  Luckily  recollecting 
himself  in  time,  he  smothered  the  whistle, 
and  the  "Whew  I  what's  all  this  ?"  which  ' 
had  been  on  his  tongue's  end,  in  a  vigor- 
ous and  unnecessary  blowing  of  his  nose. 
And  before  that  was  over,  and  his  eyes  M 
well  wiped,  there  stood  the  whole  school  I 
on  their  feet  before  him,  and  the  room 
ringing  with  such  a  chorus  as  was  never 
heard  in  a  Prince  Edward  Island  school- 
room before.  This  completed  his  bewil- 
derment, and  swallowed  it  up  in  delight. 
If  Sandy  Bruce  had  an  overmastering  M 
passion  in  his  rugged  nature,  it  was  for  m 
music.  To  the  sound  of  the  bagpipes  he 
had  often  said  he  would  march  to  death, 
and  "not  know  it  for  dyin'."  The  drum 
and  the  fife  could  draw  him  as  quickly  now 
as  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  sweet  singing 
of  a  woman's  voice  was  all  the  token  he 
wanted  of  the  certainty  of  heaven  and  the 
existence  of  angels. 

When  Little  Bel's  clear,  flute-like  so- 
prano notes  rang  out,  carrying  along  the 
fifty  young  voices  she  led,  Sandy  jumped 
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up  on  his  feet,  waving  his  hand,  in  a  sud- 
den heat  of  excitement,  right  and  left,  and 
looking  swiftly  all  about  him  on  the  plat- 
form, he  said,  "It's  not  sittin'  we'll  take 
such  welcome  as  this,  my  neebors !"  Each 
man  and  woman  there,  catching  the  quick 
contagion,  rose,  and  it  was  a  tumultuous 
crowd  of  glowing  faces  that  pressed  for- 
ward around  the  piano  as  the  singing 
went  on — fathers,  mothers,  rustics,  all ; 
and  the  children,  pleased  and  astonished, 
sang  better  than  ever ;  and  when  the  cho- 
rus was  ended,  it  was  some  minutes  before 
all  was  quiet. 

Many  things  had  been  settled  in  that 
few  minutes.  John  McDonald's  heart 
was  at  rest.  "The  music  "11  carry  a'  be- 
fore it,  no  matter  if  they  do  make  a  fail- 
ure here  an'  there,"  he  thought.  "The 
bairn  is  a'  right."  The  mother's  heart 
was  at  rest  also. 

"She's  done  wonders  wi'  'em — won- 
ders. I  doubt  not  but  it  '11  go  through  as 
it's  begun.  Her  face  is  a  picture  to  look 
on.  Bless  her !"  Isabella  was  saying,  be- 
hind her  placid  smile. 

"Eh,  but  she's  won  her  guineas  out  o' 
us,"  thought  old  Dalgetty,  ungrudgingly, 
"and  won  'em  well." 

"  I  don't  see  why  everybody  is  so  afraid 
of  Sandy  Bruce, "  thought  Little  Bel.  ' '  He 
looks  as  kind  and  as  pleased  as  my  own 
father.  I  don't  believe  he'll  ask  any  o' 
his  botherin'  questions." 

What  Sandy  Bruce  thought,  it  would 
be  hard  to  tell;  nearer  the  truth,  proba- 
bly, to  say  that  his  head  was  in  too  much 
of  a  whirl  to  think  anything.  Certain  it 
is  that  he  did  not  ask  any  botherin'  ques- 
tions, but  sat  leaning  forward  on  his  stout 
oaken  staff,  held  firmly  between  his  knees, 
and  did  not  move  for  the  next  hour,  his 
eyes  resting  alternately  on  the  school  and 
on  the  young  teacher,  who,  now  that  her 
first  fright  was  over,  was  conducting  her 
entertainment  with  the  composure  and  dig- 
nity of  an  experienced  instructor. 

The  exercises  were  simple  —  declama- 
tions, reading  of  selected  compositions,  ex- 
aminations of  the  principal  classes.  At 
short  intervals  came  songs  to  break  the 
monotony.  The  first  one  after  the  open- 
ing chorus  was  "Banks  and  Braes  of 
Bonnie  Doon."  At  the  first  bars  of  this, 
Sandy  Bruce  could  not  keep  silence,  but 
broke  into  a  low  accompaniment  in  a  deep 
bass  voice,  untrained  but  sweet. 

' '  Ah,"  thought  Little  Bel ;  "  what  '11  he 
say  to  the  last  one,  I  wonder  ?" 


When  the  time  came  she  found  out.  If 
she  had  chosen  the  arrangement  of  her  mu- 
sic with  full  knowledge  of  Sandy  Bruce's 
preferences,  and  with  the  express  determi- 
nation to  rouse  him  to  a  climax  of  enthu- 
siasm, she  could  not  have  done  better. 

When  the  end  of  the  simple  programme 
of  recitations  and  exhibitions  had  been 
reached,  she  came  forward  to  the  edge  of 
the  platform — her  cheeks  were  deep  pink 
now,  and  her  eyes  shone  with  excitement 
— and  said,  turning  to  the  trustees  and 
spectators, 

' '  We  have  finished  now  all  we  have  to 
show  for  our  year's  work,and  we  will  close 
our  entertainment  by  singing,  '  Scots  wha 
liae  wi'  Wallace  bled,'  " 

"Ay,  ay!  that  wi'  we!"  shouted  Sandy 
Bruce,  again  leaping  to  his  feet,  and  as  the 
first  of  the  grand  chords  of  that  grand  old 
tune  rang  out  full  and  loud  under  Little 
Bel's  firm  touch,  he  strode  forward  to  the 
piano,  and,  with  a  kindly  nod  to  her, 
struck  in  with  the  full  force  of  his  deep 
bass,  like  violoncello  notes,  gathering  up 
all  the  others  and  fusing  them  into  a 
pealing  strain.  It  was  electrifying.  Ev- 
erybody sang.  Old  voices  that  had  not 
sung  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more 
joined  in.  It  was  a  furor.  Dalgetty 
swung  his  tartan  cap;  Sandy  his  hat; 
handkerchiefs  w^ere  waved ;  staffs  rang 
on  the  floor.  The  children,  half  fright- 
ened in  spite  of  their  pleasure,  were  quiet- 
er than  their  elders. 

' '  Eh,  but  it  was  good  fun  to  see  the  old 
folks  gone  crazy  for  once,"  said  Archie 
McLeod,  in  recounting  the  scene.  ' '  Now 
if  they'd  get  that  Avay  oftener,  they'd  not 
be  so  hard  down  on  us  youngsters." 

At  thv:  conclusion  of  the  song,  the  first 
thing  Little  Bel  heard  was  Dalgetty's  pip- 
ing voice  behind  her : 

"And  guineas  it  is.  Miss  McDonald. 
Ye've  won  it  fair  an'  square]  Gruineas 
it  is !" 

"Eh?— what?  Guineas?  What  is't 
ye're  sayin'  ?"  asked  Sandy  Bruce,  his 
eyes  steady  glowing  like  coals,  gazing  at 
Little  Bel. 

"The  supplement,  sir,"  answered  Lit- 
tle Bel,  lifting  her  eyes  roguishly  to  his. 
"Mr.  Dalgetty  thought  I  was  too  young 
for  the  school,  an'  he'd  promise  me  no  sup- 
plement till  he  saw  if  I'd  be  equal  to  't." 

This  was  the  sly  Bel's  little  revenge  on 
Dalgetty,  who  began  confusedly  to  explain 
that  it  was  not  he  any  more  than  the  other 
trustees,  and  he  only  wished  that  they  had 
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all  been  here  to  see,  as  lie  had  seen,  how 
finely  the  school  had  been  managed;  but 
nobody  heard  what  he  said,  for  above  all 
the  humming-  and  buzzing  and  laughing 
there  came  up  from  the  centre  of  the 
school-room  a  reiterated  call  of  '*Sirs! 
Trustees!     Mr.  Trustee!     Board!" 

It  was  Archie  McLeod,  standing  up  on 
the  backs  of  two  seats,  waving  a  white  ])a- 
per,and  trj^ng  frantically  to  make  himself 
heard.  The  face  of  a  man  galloping  for 
life  and  death,  coming  up  at  the  last  sec- 
ond with  a  reprieve  for  one  about  to  be 
shot,  could  hardly  be  fuller  of  intense 
anxiety  than  was  Archie's  as  he  waved 
his  paper  and  shouted. 

Little  Bel  gazed  bewilderingly  at  him. 
This  was  not  down  on  her  programme  of 
the  exercises.     What  could  it  be  ? 

As  soon  as  partial  silence  enabled  him 
to  speak,  Archie  proceeded  to  read  a  pe- 
tition, setting  forth,  to  the  respected  Board 
of  Trustees,  that  the  undersigned  boj's  and 
girls  of  the  Wissan  Bridge  school  did 
hereby  unanimously  request  that  they 
might  have  no  other  teacher  than  Miss 
McDonald,  "as  long  as  she  lived." 

This  last  clause  had  been  the  cause  of 
bitter  disputingbetween  Archie  and  Sandy, 
Sandy  insisting  upon  having  it  in,  Archie 
insisting  that  it  was  absurd,  because  they 
would  not  go  to  school  as  long  as  Miss 
McDonald  lived.  "But  there's  the  little 
ones,  and  the  babies  that  '11  be  growin'  up," 
retorted  Sandy;  "an'  there'll  never  be 
another  like  her:  I  say,  'as  long  as  she 
lives';"  and  as  long  as  she  lives  it  was; 
and  when  Archie,  with  an  unnecessary 
emphasis,  delivered  this  closing  clause  of 
the  petition,  it  was  received  with  a  roar  of 
laughter  from  the  platform,  which  made 
him  flush  angrily,  and  say,  with  a  vicious 
punch  in  Sandy's  ribs,  "There;  I  told  ye; 
it  spoiled  it  a'.  They're  fit  to  die  over  it; 
an'  sma'  blame  to  'em,  ye  silly !" 

But  he  was  re-assured  when  he  heard 
Sandy  Bruce's  voice  overtopping  the  tu- 
mult with,  "  A  vary  sensible  request,  my 
lad, an'  I, for  one, am  o'  yerway  o'  thinkin'. " 

In  which  speech  was  a  deeper  signifi- 
cance than  anybody  at  the  time  dreamed. 
In  that  hurly-burly  and  hilarious  confu- 
sion no  one  had  time  to  weigh  words  or 
note  meanings;  but  there  were  some  who 
recalled  it  a  few  months  later,  when  they 
were  bidden  to  a  wedding  at  the  house 
of  John  McDonald — a  wedding  at  which 
Sandy  Bruce  was  groom,  and  Little  Bel 
the  brightest,  most  winsome  of  brides. 


It  was  an  odd  way  that  Sandy  w^ent  to 
work  to  win  her:  his  ways  had  been  odd 
all  his  life — so  odd  that  it  had  long  ago 
been  accepted  in  the  mindsof  the  Charlotte- 
town  people  that  he  would  never  find  a 
woman  to  wed  him ;  only  now  and  then 
an  unusually  perspicacious  person  divined 
that  the  reason  of  his  bachelorhood  was 
not  at  all  that  women  did  not  wish  to 
wed  him, spite  of  his  odd  ways,  but  that  he 
himself  found  no  woman  exactly  to  his 
taste. 

True  it  was  that  Sandy  Bruce,  aged  for- 
ty, had  never  yet  desired  any  woman  for 
his  wife  till  he  looked  into  the  face  of 
Little  Bel  in  the  Wissan  Bridge  school- 
house.  And  equally  true  was  it  that  be- 
fore the  last  strains  of  "Scots  wha  hae  wi* 
Wallace  bled"  had  died  away  on  that 
memorable  afternoon  of  her  exhibition  of 
her  school,  he  had  determined  that  his 
wife  she  should  be. 

This  was  the  way  lie  took  to  win  her. 
No  one  can  deny  that  it  was  odd. 

There  was  some  talk  between  him  and 
his  temporary  colleague  on  the  School 
Board,  old  Dalgetty,  as  they  drove  home 
together  behind  the  brisk  Norwegian  po- 
nies, and  the  result  of  this  conversation 
was  that  the  next  morning  early — in  fact, 
before  Little  Bel  was  dressed,  so  late  had 
she  been  indulged,  for  once,  in  sleeping, 
after  her  hard  labors  in  the  exhibition  the 
day  before — the  Norwegian  ponies  were 
jingling  their  bells  at  John  McDonald's 
door;  and  John  himself  might  have  been 
seen,  with  a  seriously  puzzled  face,  listen- 
ing to  words  earnestly  spoken  by  Sandy, 
as  he  shook  ofl'  the  snow  and  blanketed 
the  jDonies. 

As  the  talk  progressed,  John  glanced 
up  involuntarily  at  Little  Bel's  window. 
Could  it  be  that  he  sighed  ?  At  any  rate, 
there  was  no  regret  in  his  heart  as  he 
shook  Sandy's  hand  warmly,  and  said, 
' '  Ye've  my  free  consent  to  try ;  but  I  doubt 
she's  not  easy  w^on.  She's  her  head  now, 
an'  her  ain  way ;  but  she's  a  good  lass,  an^ 
a  sweet  one." 

"An'  I  need  no  man  to  tell  me  tliat,'^ 
said  the  dauntless  Sandy,  as  he  gave  back 
the  hearty  hand- grip  of  his  friend;  "an' 
she'll  never  repent  it,  the  longest  day  o' 
her  life,  if  she'll  hae  me  for  her  mon ;"  and 
he  strode  into  the  house,  bearing  in  his 
hand  the  five  golden  guineas  which  his 
friend  Dalgetty  had,  at  his  request,  com- 
missioned him  to  pay. 

"Into  her  own  hand,  mind  ye,  mon,'^ 
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chuckled  Dalgetty,  mischievously.  ' '  Ye'll 
not  be  leavin'  it  wi'  the  mither."  To 
which  sly  satire  Sandy's  only  reply  was  a 
soft  laugh  and  nod  of  his  head. 

As  soon  as  Little  Bel  crossed  the  thresh- 
old of  the  room  where  Sandy  Bruce  stood 
waiting  for  her,  she  knew  the  errand  on 
which  he  had  come.  It  was  written  in 
his  face.  Neither  could  it  be  truthfully 
said  to  be  a  surprise  to  Little  Bel,  for  she 
had  not  been  woman  had  she  failed  to 
recognize  on  the  previous  day  that  the 
rugged  Scotchman's  whole  nature  had 
gone  out  toward  her  in  a  sudden  and 
overmastering  attraction. 

Sandy  looked  at  her  keenly.  "  Eh,  ye 
know't  a'ready,"  he  said — "the  thing  I 
came  to  say  t'  ye;"  and  he  paused,  still 
eying  her  more  like  a  judge  than  a  lover. 

Little  Bel  turned  scarlet.  This  was  not 
her  ideal  of  a  wooer.  "Know  what,  Mr. 
Bruce?"  she  said,  resentfully.  "How 
should  I  know  what  ye  came  to  say?" 

"Tush,  tush,  lass!  dinna  prevaricate," 
Sandy  began,  his  eyes  gloating  on  her 
lovely  confusion;  "dinna  preteend — " 
But  the  sweet  blue  eyes  were  too  much  for 
him.  Breaking  down  utterly,  he  tossed 
the  guineas  to  one  side  on  the  table,  and 
stretching  out  both  hands  toward  Bel,  he 
exclaimed, 

"Ye're  the  sweetest  thing  the  eyes  o'  a 
mon  ever  rested  on,  lass,  an'  I'm  goin'  to 
win  ye  if  ye'll  let  me;"  and  as  Bel  opened 
her  mouth  to  speak,  he  laid  one  hand, 
quietly  as  a  mother  might,  across  her  lips, 
and  continued:  "Na,  na!  I'll  not  let  ye 
speak  yet.  I'm  not  a  silly  to  look  for  ye 
to  be  ready  to  say  me  yes  at  this  quick 
askin' ;  but  I'll  not  let  ye  say  me  nay  nei- 
ther. Ye'll  not  refuse  me  the  only  thing 
I'm  askin'  the  day,  an'  that's  that  ye'll  let 
me  try  to  make  ye  love  me.  Ye'll  not 
say  nay  to  that,  lass.  I'll  gie  my  life  to 
it;"  and  now  he  waited  for  an  answer. 

None  came.  Tears  were  in  Bel's  eyes 
as  she  looked  up  in  his  face.  Twice  she 
opened  her  lips  to  speak,  and  twice  her 
heart  and  the  words  failed  her.  The  tears 
became  drops  and  rolled  down  her  cheeks. 
Sandy  was  dismayed. 

"Ye're  not  afraid  o'  me,  ye  sweet  thing, 
are  ye?"  he  gasped  out.  "I'd  not  vex 
ye  for  the  world.  If  ye  bid  me  to  go,  I'd 
go." 

"No,  I'm  not  afraid  o'  ye,  Mr.  Bruce," 
sobbed  Bel.  "I  don't  know  what  it  is 
makes  me  so  silly.  I'm  not  afraid  o' 
ye,  though.     But  I  was  for  a  few  min- 


utes yesterday,"  she  added,  archly,  with 
a  little  glint  of  a  roguish  smile,  which 
broke  through  the  tears  like  an  April  sun 
through  rain,  and  turned  Sandy's  head  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

"Ay,  ay,"  he  said;  "I  minded  it  weel, 
an'  I  said  to  myself  then  in  that  first  sight 
I  had  o'  yer  face,  that  I'd  not  harm  a 
hair  o'  yer  head.  Oh,  my  little  lass, 
would  ye  na  gie  me  a  kiss — just  one — to 
show  ye're  not  afraid,  and  to  gie  me  leave 
to  try  to  win  ye  out  o'  likin'  into  lovin'  ?" 
he  continued,  drawing  closer  and  bending 
toward  her. 

And  then  a  wonderful  thing  happened. 
Little  Bel,  who,  although  she  was  twenty 
years  old,  and  had  by  no  means  been  with- 
out her  admirers,  had  never  yet  kissed  any 
man  but  her  father  and  brothers,  put  up 
her  rosy  lips  as  confidingly  as  a  little  child, 
to  be  kissed  by  this  strange  wooer,  who 
wooed  only  for  leave  to  woo. 

"And  if  he'd  only  known  it,  he  might 
ha'  asked  a'  he  wanted  then  as  well  as 
later,"  said  Little  Bel,  honestly  avowing 
the  whole  to  her  mother.  "As  soon  as 
he  put  his  hands  on  me  the  very  heart 
in  me  said  he  was  my  man  for  a'  my  life. 
An'  there's  no  shame  in  it  that  I  can  see. 
If  a  man  may  love  that  way  in  the  light- 
ing of  an  eye,  why  may  not  a  girl  do  the 
same?  There's  not  one  kind  o'  heart  i' 
the  breast  of  a  man  an'  another  kind  i'  the 
breast  of  a  woman,  as  ever  I  heard."  In 
which  Little  Bel,  in  her  innocence,  was 
wiser  than  people  wiser  than  she. 

And  after  this  there  is  no  need  of  telling 
more — only  a  picture  or  two  which  are 
perhaps  worth  sketching  in  few  words. 
One  is  the  expression  which  was  seen  on 
Sandy  Bruce's  face  one  day,  not  many 
weeks  after  his  first  interview  with  Little 
Bel,  when,  in  reply  to  his  question,  ' '  An' 
now,  my  own  lass,  what  '11  ye  have  for 
your  weddin'  gift  from  me  ?  Tell  me  the 
thing  ye  want  most  i'  a'  the  earth,  an'  if 
it's  in  my  means  ye  shall  have  it  the  day 
ye  gie  me  the  thing  I  want  maist  i'  the 
whole  earth," 

"I've  got  it  a'ready,  Sandy,"  said  Lit- 
tle Bel,  taking  his  face  in  her  hands  and 
making  a  feint  of  kissing  him,  then  with- 
drawing coquettishly.  Wise,  innocent 
Bel !     Sandy  understood. 

' '  Ay,  my  lass ;  but  next  to  me.  What's 
the  next  thing  ye'd  have  ?" 

Bel  hesitated.  Even  to  her  wooer's 
generosity  it  might  seem  a  daring  request, 
the  thing"  she  craved. 
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"Tell  me,  lass,''  said  Sandy,  sternly. 
'  *  I've  mail'  money  than  ye  think.  There's 
no  lady  in  a'  Charlottetown  can  go  liner 
than  ye  if  ye've  a  mind.'' 

"For  shame,  Sandy ! "  cried  Bel.  "  An' 
you  to  think  it  was  fine  apparel  I'd  be 
askin'  1  It's  a — a" — the  word  refused  to 
leave  her  tongue — "a — piano, Sandy, "and 
she  gazed  anxiously  at  him.  "I'll  never 
ask  ye  for  another  thing  till  the  day  o' 
my  death,  Sandy,  if  ye'U  gie  me  that." 

Sandy  shouted  in  delight.  For  a  brief 
space  a  fear  had  seized  him — of  which  he 
now  felt  shame  indeed  —  that  his  sweet 
lassie  miglit  be  about  to  ask  for  jewels  or 
rich  attire,  and  it  would  have  sorel}'  hurt 
Sandj-'s  pride  in  her  had  this  been  so. 

"A  piano  I"  he  shouted.  *' An'  did  ye 
not  think  I'd  that  a' ready  in  my  mind? 
O'  cooi*se,  a  piano,  an'  every  other  instru- 
ment under  tlie  skies  that  ye'U  wish,  my 
lass,  ye  shall  have.  The  more  music  ye 
make,  the  gladder  the  house  '11  be.  Is 
there  nothin'  else  ye  want,  lass — notliin'  f 

"Notliing  in  all  this  world.  Sandy,  but 
you  and  a  piano,"  replied  Little  Bel. 

The  other  picture  was  on  a  New-Year's 
Day,  just  a  twelvemonth  from  the  day 
of  Little  Bel's  exhibition  in  the  Wissan 
Bridge  school-house.  It  is  a  bright  day; 
the  sleighing  is  superb  all  over  the  island ; 


and  the  Charlottetown  streets  are  full  of 
gay  sleighs  and  jingling  bells :  none  so  gay, 
however,  as  Sandj-  Bruce's,  and  no  bells 
so  merry  as  the  silver  ones  on  his  fierce 
little  Norwegian  ponies,  that  curvet  and 
prance,  and  are  all  their  driver  can  hold. 
Rolled  up  in  fui^s  to  her  chin,  how  rosy 
and  handsome  looks  Little  Bel  by  her  hus- 
band's side,  and  how  full  of  proud  con- 
tent is  his  face  as  he  sees  tlie  people  all 
turning  to  look,  and  to  look,  at  her  beau- 
ty !  And  who  is  this  driving  the  Norwe- 
gian ponies?  Who  but  Archie — Aixihie 
McLeod,  who  has  followed  his  young 
teacher  to  her  new  home,  and  is  to  grow 
up,  under  Sandy  Bruce's  teachings,  into  a 
sharp  and  successful  man  of  the  shipping 
business. 

And  as  they  turn  a  corner  they  come 
near  running  into  another  fur-piled,  swift- 
gliding  sleigh,  with  a  grizzled  old  head 
looking  out  of  a  tartan  hood,  and  eyes 
like  hawks'  —  Dalgetty  himself;  and  as 
they  pass,  the  head  nods  and  the  eyes 
laugh,  and  a  sharp  voice  cries,  "Guineas 
it  is'." 

"  Better  than  guineas  1''  answered  back 
Mrs.  Sandy  Bruce,  quick  as  a  flash ;  and 
in  the  same  second  cries  Archie,  from  the 
front  seat,  with  a  saucy  laugh,  "And  as 
loner  as  she  lives,  Mr.  Dalgettvl'' 


THE  HOME  ACHE. 

BY  E.  P.  ROE. 
PART  II. 


IT  is  a  happy  proof  of  our  civilization 
that  a  dwelling-place,  a  shelter  from 
sun  and  storm,  does  not  constitute  a  home. 
Even  the  modest  rooms  of  our  mechanics 
are  not  furnished  with  useful  articles  mere- 
ly ;  ornaments  and  pictures  appear  quite  as 
indispensable.  Out-of-doors  the  impulse 
to  beautify  is  even  stronger,  and  usually 
the  purchaser's  first  effort  is  to  make  his 
place  attractive  by  means  of  trees  and 
shrubs  that  are  more  than  useful— they 
are  essential  because  the  refined  tastes  of 
men  and  women  to-day  demand  them. 

In  my  former  paper  I  endeavored  to 
satisfy  this  demand  in  some  degree,  and 
now  will  ask  the  reader's  attention  to  a 
few  practical  suggestions  in  regard  to 
several  of  the  fruits  which  best  supply  the 
family  need.  We  shall  find,  however, 
that  while  Nature  is  prodigal  in  supply- 


ing what  appeals  to  the  palate  and  satis- 
fies hunger,  she  is  also  like  a  graceful  host- 
ess who  decks  her  banquet  with  all  the 
beauty  that  she  can  possibly  bestow  upon 
it.  We  can  imagine  that  the  luscious 
fruits  of  the  year  might  have  been  pro- 
duced in  a  much  more  prosaic  way.  In- 
deed, we  are  at  a  loss  to  decide  Avhich  we 
value  the  more,  the  apple  blossoms  or  the 
apples  which  follow.  Nature  is  not  con- 
tent with  bulk,  flavor,  and  nutriment,  but 
in  the  fruit  itself  so  deftly  pleases  the  eye 
with  every  trick  of  color  and  form  that 
the  hues  and  beauty  of  the  flower  are  oft- 
en surpassed.  We  look  at  a  red-cheeked 
apple  or  purple  cluster  of  grapes  hesita- 
tingly, and  are  loath  to  mar  the  exquisite 
shadings  and  perfect  outlines  of  the  ves- 
sel in  which  the  rich  juices  are  served. 
Therefore,  in  stocking  the  acre  with  fruit, 
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the  proprietor  has  not  ceased  to  embellish 
it,  and  should  he  decide  that  fruit  trees 
must  predominate  over  those  grown  for 
shade  and  ornament  only,  he  can  com- 
bine almost  as  much  beauty  as  utility 
with  his  plan. 

All  the  fruits  may  be  set  out  both  in 
the  spring  and  the  fall  seasons,  but  in  our 
latitude  and  northward  I  should  prefer 
early  spring"  for  strawberries  and  peaches. 
We  have  already  begun  with  this  season, 
and  the  reader  may  still  consider  my  ad- 
vice applicable  to  it. 

By  this  time  we  may  suppose  that  the 
owner  of  the  acre  has  matured  his  plans, 
and  marked  out  the  spaces  designed  for  the 
lawn,  garden,  fruit  trees,  vines,  etc.  Fruit 
trees,  like  shade  trees,  are  not  the  growth 
of  a  summer.  Tlierefore  there  is  natural 
eagerness  to  have  them  in  the  ground  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  they  can  usually  be 
ordered  from  the  same  nursery  and  at 
the  same  time  with  the  ornamental  stock. 
I  sliall  speak  first  of  apples,  pears,  and 
cherries,  and  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to 
secure  the  opinions  of  eminent  horticul- 
turists as  to  the  best  selections  of  these 
fruits  for  the  home  table,  not  for  market. 
When  there  is  a  surplus,  however,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the 
fine  varieties  named. 

The  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  the  vet- 
eran president  of  the  American  Pomo- 
logical  Society,  writes  as  follows :  ' '  Here- 
with is  the  selection  I  have  made  for 
family  use,  but  I  could  put  in  as  many 
more  in  some  of  the  classes  which  are 
just  as  desirable,  or  nearly  so.  These 
have  been  made  with  reference  to  cover- 
ing the  seasons.  Apples — Ped  Astrakhan, 
Porter,  Gravenstein,  Rhode  Island  Green- 
ing, Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  and  Sweet 
Bough  for  baking.  Pears — Clapp's  Favor- 
ite (to  be  gathered  August  20),  Bartlett, 
Seckel,  Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  d* An- 
jou,  and  Vicar  of  Winkfield  for  baking, 
etc.  Cherries — Black  Eagle,  Black  Tarta- 
rian, Downer,  Windsor,  Cumberland,  and 
Red  Jacket." 

Mr.  Wilder's  honored  name,  like  that  of 
the  late  Charles  Downing,  is  inseparably 
linked  with  American  fruits,  and  the  coun- 
try owes  these  two  men  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  never  can  be  paid  for  their  life- 
long and  intelligent  efforts  to  guide  the 
people  wisely  in  the  choice  and  culture 
of  the  very  best  varieties.  A  moment's 
thought  will  convince  the  reader  that  I 
am  not  giving.too  much  space  to  this  mat- 


ter of  selection.  We  are  now  dealing 
with  questions  which  wide  and  varied  ex- 
perience can  best  answer.  Men  who  give 
their  lives  to  the  cultivation  and  observa- 
tion of  fruits  in  all  their  myriad  varieties 
acquire  a  knowledge  which  is  almost  in- 
valuable. We  can  not  afford  to  put  out 
trees,  to  give  them  good  culture,  and  wait 
for  years  only  to  learn  that  all  our  care 
has  been  bestowed  on  inferior  or  second- 
rate  varieties.  Life  is  too  brief.  We  all 
feel  that  the  best  is  good  enough  for  us,  and 
the  best  usually  costs  no  more  in  money 
or  time  than  do  less  desirable  varieties. 
Therefore  I  seek  to  give  on  this  important 
question  of  choice  the  opinions  of  some 
of  the  highest  authorities  in  the  land. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Fuller  is  not  only  a  well-known 
horticultural  author,  but  has  also  had  the 
widest  experience  in  the  culture  and  ob- 
servation of  fruit.  He  prefaces  his  opin- 
ion with  the  following  words:  "  How 
much  and  how  often  we  horticulturists 
have  been  puzzled  with  questions  like 
yours !  If  we  made  no  progress,  were  al- 
ways of  the  same  mind,  and  if  seasons 
never  changed,  then  perhaps  there  would 
be  little  difficulty  in  deciding  which  of  the 
varieties  of  the  different  kinds  of  fruit 
were  really  the  best.  But  seasons,  our 
tastes,  and  even  the  varieties  sometimes 
change,  and  our  preferences  and  opinions 
must  vary  accordingly.  Apples — Early 
Harvest,  Pall  Pippins,  Spitzenburgh,  Rhode 
Island  Greening,  Autumn  Sweet  Bough, 
and  Talman's  Sweet.  Cherries — Early 
Purple  Guigne,  Bigarreau  of  Mezel,  Black 
Eagle,  Coe's  Transparent,  Governor  Wood, 
and  Belle  Magnifique." 

The  choice  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Carmen,  editor 
oHhe  JRiiral Neiv-  YorJcer:  "Apples — Early 
Harvest,  Gravenstein,  Jefferis,  Baldwin, 
Mother,  Spitzenburgh.  Pears  —  Seckel, 
Tyson,  Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Beurre 
d'Anjou,  and  Dana's  Hovey.  Cherries — 
Black  Tartarian,  Coe's  Transparent,  Gov- 
ernor Wood,  Mezel,  Napoleon  Bigarreau." 

The  authorities  appear  to  differ.  And  so 
they  would  in  regard  to  any  locality,  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  President 
Wilder  advises  for  the  latitude  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Messrs.  Fuller  and  Carmen  for 
that  of  New  Jersey.  I  will  give  now  the 
selection  of  the  eminent  horticulturist  Mr. 
P.  C.  Berckmans  for  the  latitude  of  Geor- 
gia :  ' '  Cherries  (this  is  not  a  good  cherry- 
producing  region,  but  I  name  the  follow- 
ing as  the  best  in  order  of  merit) — Butt- 
ners,  Governor  Wood,  Belle   de  Choisy, 
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Early  Richmond,  and  May  Duke.  Pears 
(in  order  of  maturity) — Clapp's  Favorite, 
Seekel.  Duchesse,  Beurre  Superfine.  Le- 
coute.  Winter  Nellis.  or  Glout  Morceau. 
Apples — Early  Harvest,  Red  June,  Carter's 
Blue,  Stevenson's  Winter.  Shockley,  Bun- 
combe, Carolina  Greening." 

He  who  makes  liis  choice  from  these 
selections  will  not  meet  with  much  disap- 
pointment. I  am  aware,  however,  that 
the  enjoyment  of  fruit  depends  much  upon 
the  taste  of  the  individual,  and  who  has 
a  better  right  to  gratify  his  taste  than  the 
man  who  buys,  sets  out.  and  cares  for  the 
trees  ?  Some  familiar  kind  not  in  favor 
with  the  fruit  critics — an  old  variety  that 
has  become  a  dear  memory  of  boyhood — 
may  be  the  best  one  of  all  for  him. 

It  is  also  a  well-recognized  fact  that 
certain  varieties  of  fruit  appear  to  be  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  certain  localities.  Be- 
cause a  man  has  made  a  good  selection 
on  general  principles,  he  need  not  ]>e  re- 
stricted to  this  choice.  He  will  soon  find 
his  trees  growing  lustily  and  making  large 
branching  heads.  Each  branch  can  be 
made  to  produce  a  different  kind  of  apple 
or  pear,  and  the  kindred  varieties  of  cher- 
ries will  succeed  on  the  same  tree.  For 
instance,  one  may  be  visiting  a  neighbor 
who  gives  him  some  fruit  that  is  unusu- 
ally delicious  or  that  manifests  great  adap- 
tation to  tlie  locality.  As  a  rule  the 
neighbor  will  gladh'  give  scions  which, 
grafted  upon  the  trees  of  the  home  acre, 
will  soon  begin  to  yield  the  coveted  vari- 
ety. This  opportunity  to  grow  different 
kinds  of  fruit  on  one  tree  imparts  a  new 
and  delightful  interest  to  the  orchard. 
The  proprietor  can  always  be  on  the  look- 
out for  something  new  and  fine,  and  the 
few  moments  required  in  grafting  or  bud- 
ding make  it  his.  The  operation  is  so 
simple  and  easy  that  he  can  learn  to  per- 
form it  himself,  and  there  are  always  plen- 
ty of  adepts  in  the  rural  vicinage  to  give 
him  his  initial  lesson.  While  he  will 
keep  the  standard  kinds  for  his  main  sup- 
ply, he  can  gratify  his  taste  and  eye  with 
some  pretty  innovations.  I  know  of  an 
apple-tree  which  bears  over  a  hundred 
varieties.  A  branch,  for  instance,  is  pro- 
ducing Yellow  Bell-flowei-s.  At  a  certain 
point  in  its  growth  where  it  has  the  diam- 
eter of  a  man's  thumb  it  may  be  grafted 
with  the  Red  Baldwin.  When  the  scion 
has  grown  for  two  or  three  years  its  lead- 
ing shoots  can  be  grafted  with  the  Rox- 
burv  Russet,  and  eventually  the  terminal 


bough  of  this  growth  with  the  Early  Har- 
vest. Thus  may  l^e  presented  the  inter- 
esting spectacle  of  one  limb  of  a  tree  yield- 
ing four  very  distinct  kinds  of  apples. 

In  the  limited  area  of  an  acre  there  is 
usually  not  very  much  range  in  soil  and 
locality.  The  owner  must  make  the  best 
of  what  he  has  bought,  and  remedy  unfa- 
vorable conditions,  if  they  exist,  b^'  skill. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  peaty,  cold, 
damp,  spongy  soils  are  unfit  for  fruit  trees 
of  any  kind.  We  can  scarcely  imagine, 
however,  that  one  would  buy  land  for  a 
home  containing  much  .soil  of  this  nature. 
A  sandy  loam,  with  a  subsoil  that  dries 
out  so  quickly  that  it  can  be  worked  after 
a  heavy  rain,  is  the  best  for  nearly  all 
the  fruit  trees,  especially  for  cherries  and 
peaches.  Therefore  in  selecting  the  ground 
be  sure  it  is  well  drained. 

If  the  acre  has  been  enriched  and 
ploughed  twice  deeply  as  I  have  already 
suggested,  little  more  is  necessary  in 
planting  than  to  excavate  a  hole  large 
enough  to  receive  the  roots  spread  out  in 
their  natural  positions.  Should  no  such 
thorough  and  general  preparation  have 
l^een  made,  or  if  the  ground  is  hard,  poor, 
and  stony,  the  owner  will  find  it  to  his 
advantage  to  dig  a  good-sized  hole  three 
or  four  feet  across  and  two  deep,  fill- 
ing in  and  around  the  tree  with  fine  rich 
surface  soil.  If  he  can  obtain  some  thor- 
oughly decomposed  compost  or  manure, 
for  instance,  as  the  sci'apings  of  a  barn- 
yard, or  rich  black  soil  from  an  old  pas- 
ture, to  mix  with  tlie  earth  beneath  and 
around  the  roots,  the  good  effects  will  be 
seen  speedily,  but  in  no  instance  should 
raw  manure  from  the  stable,  or  anything 
that  must  decay  before  becoming  plant 
food,  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  roots. 
Again  I  repeat  my  caution  against  plant- 
ing too  deeply — one  of  the  commonest  and 
most  fatal  erroi'S.  Let  the  tree  be  set  about 
as  deeply  as  it  stood  befoi'e  removal.  If 
the  tree  be  planted  early  in  spring,  as  it 
should  be,  there  will  be  moisture  enough 
in  the  soil,  but  when  planting  is  delayed 
until  the  ground  has  become  rather  dry 
and  warm,  a  pail  of  water  poured  about 
its  roots  when  the  hole  has  been  nearly 
filled  will  be  beneficial.  Now  that  the 
tree  is  planted,  any  kind  of  coarse  manure 
spread  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  inches 
on  the  surface  as  a  mulch  is  very  useful. 
Stake  at  once  to  protect  against  the  winds. 
Do  not  make  the  common  mistake  of 
planting  too  closely.      Observe  the  area 
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shaded  by  fully  grown  trees,  and  you  will 
learn  the  folly  of  crowding".  Moreover, 
dense  shade  about  the  house  is  not  desira- 
ble. There  should  be  space  for  plenty  of 
air  and  sunshine.  The  fruit  from  one 
well-developed  tree  will  often  more  than 
supply  a  family,  for  ten  or  fifteen  barrels 
of  apples  is  not  an  unusual  yield.  The 
standard  apples  should  be  thirty  feet 
apart.  Pears,  the  dwarf er  growing  cher- 
ries, plums,  etc.,  can  be  grown  in  the  inter- 
vening spaces.  In  ordering  from  the  nur- 
series insist  on  straight,  shapely,  and 
young  trees,  say  three  years  from  the  bud. 
Many  trees  that  are  sent  out  are  small 
enough,  but  they  are  old  and  stunted. 
Also  require  that  there  should  be  an 
abundance  of  fibrous  and  unmutilated 
roots.  * 

Because  the  young  trees  come  from  the 
nursery  unpruned,  do  not  leave  them,  in 
that  condition.  Before  planting,  or  im- 
mediately after,  cut  back  all  the  branches 
at  least  one-half;  and  where  they  are  too 
thick,  cut  out  some  altogether.  In  re- 
moval the  tree  has  lost  much  of  its  root 
power,  and  it  is  absurd  to  expect  it  to  pro- 
vide for  just  as  much  top  as  before. 

In  many  books  on  fruit  culture  much 
space  has  been  given  to  dwarf  pears,  ap- 
ples, and  cherries,  and  trees  of  this  char- 
acter were  planted  much  more  largely 
some  years  ago  than  at  present.  The  pear 
is  dwarfed  by  grafting  it  on  the  quince; 
the  apple  can  be  limited  to  a  mere  garden 
fruit  tree  in  size  by  being  grown  on  a 
Doucin  stock,  or  even  reduced  to  the  size 
of  a  bush  if  compelled  to  draw  its  life 
through  the  roots  of  the  Paradise.  These 
two  named  stocks,  much  employed  by  Eu- 
ropean nursery-men,  8.re  distinct  species  of 
apples,  and  reproduce  themselves  without 
variation  from  the  seed.  The  cherry  is 
dwarfed  by  being  worked  on  the  Mahaleb, 
a  small  handsome  tree  with  glossy,  deep 
green  foliage,  and  cultivated  abroad  as 
an  ornament  of  lawns.  Except  in  the 
hands  of  practiced  gardeners,  trees  thus 
dwarfed  are  seldom  satisfactory,  for  much 
skill  and  care  are  required  in  their  culti- 
vation. Their  chief  advantages  consist 
in  the  fact  that  they  bear  early  and  take 
but  little  space.  Therefore  they  may  be 
considered  worthy  of  attention  by  the 
purchasers  of  small  places.  Those  who 
are  disposed  to  make  pets  of  their  trees 
and  to  indulge  in  horticultural  experi- 
ments can  derive  much  pleasure  from 
these  dwarfs,  for  they  can  be  developed 


into  symmetrical  pyramids  or  graceful, 
fruitful  shrubs  within  the  limits  of  a  gar- 
den border. 

When  the  seeds  of  ordinary  apples  and 
pears  are  sown  they  produce  seedlings,  or 
free  stocks,  and  upon  these  are  budded  or 
grafted  the  fine  varieties  which,  compose 
our  orchards.  They  are  known  as  stand- 
ard trees;  they  come  into  bearing  more 
slowly,  and  eventually  attain  the  normal 
size  familiar  to  us  all.  Standard  cher- 
ries are  worked  on  seedlings  of  the  Maz- 
zard,  which  Barry  describes  as  a  "lofty, 
rapid -growing,  pyramidal -headed  tree." 
I  should  advise  the  reader  to  indulge  in 
the  dwarfs  very  charily,  and  chiefly  as  a 
source  of  fairly  profitable  amusement.  It 
is  to  the  standards  that  he  will  look  for 
shade,  beauty,  and  abundance  of  fruit. 

Since  we  have  been  dwelling  on  the 
apple,  pear,  and  cherry,  there  are  certain 
advantages  of  continuing  the  subject  in 
the  same  connection,  giving  the  principles 
of  cultivation  and  care  until  the  trees 
reach  maturity.  During  the  first  summer 
an  occasional  watering  may  be  required 
in  long  periods  of  drought.  In  many  in- 
stances buds  will  form  and  start  along  the 
stem  of  the  tree,  or  near  the  roots.  These 
should  be  rubbed  off  the  moment  they  are 
detected. 

One  of  our  chief  aims  is  to  form  an 
evenly  balanced,  open,  symmetrical  head, 
and  this  can  often  be  accomplished  better 
by  a  little  watchfulness  during  the  season 
of  growth  than  at  any  other  time.  If,  for 
instance,  two  branches  start  so  closely  to- 
gether that  one  or  the  other  must  be  re- 
moved in  the  spring  pruning,  why  let  the 
superfluous  one  grow  at  all  ?  It  is  just  so 
much  wasted  effort.  By  rubbing  off  the 
pushing  bud  or  tender  shoot  the  strength 
of  the  tree  is  thrown  into  the  branches 
that  we  wish  to  remain.  Thus  the  eye 
and  hand  of  the  master  become  to  the 
young  tree  what  instruction,  counsel,  and 
admonition  are  to  a  growing-  boy,  with  the 
difference  that  the  tree  is  easily  and  cer- 
tainly managed  when  taken  in  time. 

Trees  left  to  themselves  tend  to  form 
too  much  wood,  like  the  grape-vine.  Of 
course  fine  fruit  is  impossible  when  the 
head  of  a  tree  is  like  a  thicket.  The 
growth  of  unchecked  branches  follows  the 
terminal  bud,  thus  producing  long  naked 
reaches  of  wood  devoid  of  fruit  spurs. 
Therefore  the  need  of  shortening  in,  so 
that  side  branches  may  be  developed. 
When  the  reader  remembers  that   every 
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dormant  bud  in  early  sprint^  is  a  possible 
branch,  and  that  even  the  immature  buds 
at  the  axil  of  the  leaves  in  early  summer 
can  be  forced  into  immediate  growth  by 
pinching-  back  the  leading  shoot,  he  will 
see  how  entirely  the  young  tree  is  under 
his  control.  These  simple  facts  and  prin- 
ciples are  worth  far  more  to  the  intelli- 
gent man  than  any  number  of  arbitrary 
rules  as  to  pruning.  Reason  and  obser- 
vation soon  guide  his  hand  in  summer,  or 
his  knife  in  March,  the  season  when  trees 
are  usually  trimmed. 

Beyond  shortening  in  loading  branches 
and  cutting  out  crossing  and  interfering 
boughs,  so  as  to  keep  the  head  symmetrical 
and  open  to  light  and  air,  the  cherry  does 
not  need  very  much  pruning.  If  with 
the  lapse  of  years  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  off  large  limbs  from  any  fruit  tree, 
the  authorities  recommend  early  June  as 
the  best  season  for  the  operation. 

It  will  soon  be  discovered — quite  likely 
during  the  first  summer — that  fruit  trees 
have  enemies,  that  they  need  not  only  cul- 
tivation and  feeding,  but  also  protection. 
The  pear,  apple,  and  quince  are  liable  to 
one  mysterious  disease  which  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  guard  against  or  cure — the 
fire-blight.  Of  course  there  have  been  in- 
numerable preventives  and  cures  recom- 
mended, just  as  we  see  a  dozen  certain 
remedies  for  consumption  advertised  in 
any  popular  journal;  but  the  disease  still 
remains  a  disheartening  mystery,  and  is 
more  fatal  to  the  pear  than  to  its  kindred 
fruits.  I  have  had  thrifty  young  trees, 
just  coming  into  bearing,  suddenly  turn 
black  in  both  wood  and  foliage,  appearing 
in  the  distance  as  if  scorched  by  a  blast 
from  a  furnace.  In  another  instance  a 
large  mature  tree  was  attacked,  losing  in 
a  summer  half  its  boughs.  These  were 
cut  out,  and  the  remainder  of  the  tree  ap- 
peared healthy  during  the  following  sum- 
mer, and  bore  a  good  crop  of  fruit.  The  dis- 
ease often  attacks  but  a  single  branch,  or 
a  small  portion  of  the  tree.  The  authori- 
ties advise  that  everything  should  be  cut 
away  at  once  below  all  evidence  of  infec- 
tion and  burned.  Some  of  my  trees  have 
been  attacked  and  have  recovered ;  others 
were  apparently  recovering,  but  died  a  year 
or  two  later.  One  could  theorize  to  the 
end  of  a  volume  about  the  trouble.  I 
frankly  confess  that  I  know  neither  the 
cause  nor  the  remedy.  It  seems  to  me  that 
our  best  resource  is  to  comply  with  the 
general   conditions  of  good  and  healthy 


growth.  The  usual  experience  is  that 
trees  which  are  fertilized  with  wood  ashes 
and  a  moderate  amount  of  lime  and  salt, 
rather  than  with  stimulating  manures, 
escape  the  disease.  If  the  ground  is  poor, 
however,  and  the  growth  feeble,  barji-yard 
manure  or  its  equivalent  is  needed  as  a 
mulch.  The  apj)le  blight  is  another  kin- 
dred and  equally  obscure  disease.  No 
better  remedy  is  known  than  to  cut  out 
the  infected  part  at  once. 

In  coping  with  insects  we  can  act  more 
intelligently  and  therefore  successfully. 
"We  can  study  the  characters  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  learn  their  vulnerable  points. 
Tlie  black  and  the  green  aphides  or  plant- 
lice  are  often  very  troublesome.  They  ap- 
pear in  immense  numbers  on  the  young 
and  tender  shoots  of  trees,  and  by  sucking 
their  juices,  check  or  enfeeble  the  growth. 
They  are  the  milch  cows  of  ants,  which 
are  usually  found  very  busy  among  them. 
Nature  apparently  has  made  ample  pro- 
vision for  this  pest,  for  it  has  been  esti- 
mated that  "one  individual  in  five  gen- 
erations might  be  the  progenitor  of  six 
thousand  millions."  They  are  easily  de- 
stroyed, however.  Mr.  Barry,  of  the  firm 
of  EUwanger  and  Barry,  in  his  excellent 
work  The  Fruit  Garden,  writes  as  fol- 
low\s:  "  Our  plan  is  to  prepare  a  barrel  of 
tobacco  juice  by  steeping  stems  for  sever- 
al days,  until  the  juice  is  of  a  dark  brown 
color;  we  then  mix  this  with  soap-suds. 
A  pail  is  filled,  and  the  ends  of  the  shoots, 
where  the  insects  are  assembled,  are  bent 
down  and  dipped  in  the  liquid.  One  dip 
is  enough.  Such  parts  as  can  not  be 
dipi^ed  are  sprinkled  liberally  with  a  gar- 
den syringe,  and  the  application  repeated 
from  time  to  time,  as  long  as  any  of  the 
aphides  remain.  The  liquid  may  be  so 
strong  as  to  injure  the  foliage ;  therefore  it 
is  well  to  test  it  on  one  or  two  subjects  be- 
fore using  it  extensively.  Apply  it  in  the 
evening." 

The  scaly  aphis  or  bark-louse  attacks 
weak,  feeble-growing  trees,  and  can  usual- 
ly be  removed  by  scrubbing  the  bark  with 
the  preparation  given  above. 

In  our  region  and  in  many  localities 
the  apple-tree  borer  is  a  very  formidable 
pest,  often  destroying  a  young  tree  before 
its  presence  is  known.  I  once  found  a 
young  tree  in  a  distant  part  of  my  place 
that  I  could  x)iish  over  with  my  finger. 
In  June  a  brown  and  white  striped  beetle 
deposits  its  eggs  in  the  bark  of  the  apple- 
tree  near  the  ground.      The  larvss  when 
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hatched  bore  their  way  into  the  wood,  and 
will  soon  destroy  a  small  tree.  They  can 
not  do  their  mischief,  however,  without 
giving"  evidence  of  their  presence.  Saw- 
dust exudes  from  the  holes  by  which  they 
entered,  and  there  should  be  sufficient 
watchfulness  to  discover  them  before  they 
have  done  much  harm.  I  prefer  to  cut 
them  out  with  a  sharp,  pointed  knife,  and 
make  sure  that  they  are  dead,  but  a  wire 
thrust  into  the  hole  will  usually  pierce 
and  kill  them. 

The  codling-moth,  or  apple-¥/orm,  is  an- 
other enemy  that  should  be  fought  reso- 
lutely, for  it  destroys  millions  of  bushels 
of  fruit.  In  the  latitude  of  New  York 
State  this  moth  begins  its  depredations 
about  the  middle  of  June.  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  relation  of  the  ap- 
ple'to  the  fall  of  man,  this  creature  cer- 
tainly leads  to  the  speedy  fall  of  the  ap- 
ple. Who  has  not  seen  the  ground  cov- 
ered with  premature  and  decaying  fruit  in 
July,  August,  and  September  ?  Each  spe- 
cimen will  be  found  perforated  by  a  worm- 
hole.  The  egg  has  been  laid  in  the  calyx  of 
the  young  apple,  where  it  soon  hatches  into 
a  small  white  grub,  which  burrows  into  the 
core,  throwing  out  behind  it  a  brownish 
powder.  After  about  three  weeks  of  ap- 
ple diet  it  eats  its  way  out,  shelters  itself  un- 
der the  scaly  bark  of  the  tree — if  allowed  to 
be  scaly — or  in  some  other  hiding-place, 
spins  a  cocoon,  and  in  about  three  weeks 
comes  out  a  moth,  and  is  ready  to  help  de- 
stroy other  apples.  This  insect  probably 
constitutes  one  of  nature's  methods  of 
preventing  trees  from  overbearing,  but, 
like  some  people  we  knoAV,  it  so  exagger- 
ates its  mission  as  to  become  an  insuffer- 
able nuisance.  The  remedies  recommend- 
ed are  that  trees  should  be  scraped  free  of 
all  scales  in  the  spring,  and  washed  with 
a  solution  of  soft  soap.  About  the  1st  of 
July,  wrap  bandages  of  old  cloth,  carpet, 
or  rags  of  any  kind  around  the  trunk  and 
larger  limbs.  The  worms  will  appreciate 
such  excellent  cover,  and  will  swarm  into 
these  hiding-places  to  undergo  transforma- 
tion into  moths.  Therefore  the  wraps 
of  rags  should  often  be  taken  down, 
thrown  into  scalding  water,  dried,  and  re- 
placed. The  fruit,  as  it  falls,  should  be 
picked  up  at  once  and  carried  to  the  pigs, 
and,  when  practicable,  worm-infested  spe- 
cimens should  be  taken  from  the  trees  be- 
fore the  worm  escapes. 

The  canker-worm  in  those  localities 
where  it  is  destructive   can  be  guarded 


against  by  bands  of  tar-covered  canvas 
around  the  trees.  The  moth  can  not  fly, 
but  crawls  up  the  tree  in  the  late  autumn 
and  during  mild  spells  in  winter,  but  es- 
pecially throughout  the  spring  until  May. 
When  the  evil-disposed  moth  meets  the 
tarry  band  he  finds  no  thoroughfare,  and 
is  either  caught  or  compelled  to  seek  some 
other  arena  of  mischief. 

We  have  all  seen  the  flaunting,  unsight- 
ly abodes  of  the  tent  caterpillar  and  the 
foliage -denuded  branches  about  them. 
Fortunately  these  are  not  stealthy  ene- 
mies, and  the  owner  can  scarcely  see  his 
acre  at  all  without  being  aware  of  their 
presence.  He  has  only  to  look  very  early 
in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  evening  to 
find  them  all  bunched  up  in  their  nests. 
These  should  be  taken  down  and  destroyed. 

Cherry  and  pear  slugs,  "small,  slimy, 
dark  brown  worms,"  can  be  destroyed  by 
dusting  the  trees  with  dry  wood  ashes  or 
air-slaked  lime. 

Field-mice  often  girdle  young  trees,  es- 
pecially during  the  winter,  working  be- 
neath the  snow.  Unless  heaps  of  rub- 
bish are  left  here  and  there  as  shelter  for 
these  little  pests,  one  or  two  good  cats  will 
keep  the  acre  free  of  them. 

Do  not  let  the  reader  be  discouraged  by 
this  list  of  the  most  common  enemies,  or 
by  hearing  of  others.  In  spite  of  all  ene- 
mies and  drawbacks,  fruit  is  becoming 
more  plentiful  every  year.  If  one  man 
can  raise  it,  so  can  another. 

Be  hospitable  to  birds,  the  best  of  all 
insect  destroyers.  Put  up  plenty  of  houses 
for  bluebirds  and  wrens,  and  treat  the 
little  brown  song-sparrow  as  one  of  your 
stanchest  friends. 

A  brief  word  in  regard  to  the  quince, 
and  our  present  list  of  fruits  is  complete. 

If  the  quince  is  cultivated  after  the 
common  neglectful  method,  it  would  bet- 
ter be  relegated  to  an  obscure  part  of  the 
garden,  for,  left  to  itself,  it  makes  a  great 
sprawling  bush;  properly  trained,  it  be- 
comes a  beautiful  ornament  to  the  lawn, 
like  the  other  fruits  that  I  have  described. 
Only  a  little  care,  with  the  judicious  use  of 
the  pruning-shears,  is  required  to  develop 
it  into  a  miniature  and  fruitful  tree,  which 
can  be  grown  with  a  natural  rounded 
head  or  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  as  the 
cultivator  chooses.  It  will  thrive  well 
on  the  same  soil  and  under  similar  treat- 
ment accorded  to  the  pear  or  the  apple. 
Procure  from  a  nursery  straight-stemmed 
plants  ;    set   them    out   about   eight   feet 
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apart;  be^in  to  form  tlie  liead  tliree  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  keep  the  stem  and 
roots  free  from  all  sprouts  and  suckei*s. 
Develop  the  head  just  as  you  would  that 
of  an  apple-tree,  shortening  in  the  branch- 
es, and  cutting  out  those  that  interfere 
with  each  other.  Half  a  dozen  trees  will 
soon  give  an  ample  supply.  The  orange 
and  the  pear  shaped  are  the  varieties  usu- 
ally recommended.  Rea's  Mammoth  is 
also  highly  spoken  of.  Remember  that 
the  quince,  equally  with  the  apple,  is  sub- 
ject to  injury  from  the  borer,  and  the  evil 
should  be  met  as  I  have  already-  described. 

There  is  a  natural  wish  to  have  as  much 
grass  about  the  dwelling  as  possible,  for 
nothing  is  more  beautiful.  If  there  are 
children,  they  will  assuredly  petition  for 
lawn  tennis  and  croquet  grounds.  I  trust 
that  their  wishes  may  be  gratified,  for 
children  are  worth  infinitely  more  than 
anything  else  that  can  be  grown  upon  the 
acre.  With  a  little  extra  care  all  the 
trees  of  which  I  have  spoken  can  be  grown 
in  the  spaces  allotted  to  grass.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  keep  a  circle  of  space 
six  feet  in  diameter — the  trunk  forming 
the  centre — around  the  tree  mellow  and 
free  from  any  vegetable  growth  whatever. 
This  gives  a  chance  to  fertilize  and  work 
the  ground  immediately  over  the  roots. 
Of  course  vigorous  fruit  trees  can  not  be 
grown  in  a  thick  sod,  while  peaches  and 
grapes  require  the  free  culture  of  the  gar- 
den, as  will  be  shown  hereafter.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  general  wish  for  grass,  I 
have  advised  on  the  supposition  that  all 
the  ornamental  trees,  most  of  the  shrubs, 
and  the  four  fruits  named  would  be  grown 
on  the  portions  of  the  acre  to  be  kept  in 
lawn.  It  may  be  added  here  that  plums 
also  will  do  well  under  the  same  condi- 
tions, if  given  good  care. 

G-rass  is  a  product  that  can  be  cultiva- 
ted as  truly  as  the  most  delicate  and  fas- 
tidious of  fruits,  and  I  had  the  lawn  in 
mind  when  I  urged  the  generous  initial 
deep  ploughing  and  enriching. 

We  will  suppose  that  the  spring  plant- 
ings of  trees  have  been  made  with  open 
spaces  reserved  for  the  favorite  games. 
Now  the  ground  can  be  prepared  for  grass 
seed,  for  it  need  not  be  trampled  over  any 
more.  If  certain  parts  have  become  pack- 
ed and  hard,  they  should  be  dug  or  plough- 
ed deeply  again,  then  harrowed  and  raked 
perfectly  smooth,  and  all  stones,  big  or 
little,  taken  from  the  surface.  The  seed 
may  now  be  sown,  and  it  should  be  of 


thick,  fine-growing  varieties,  such  as  are 
employed  in  Central  Park  and  other  plea- 
sure-grounds. Mr.  Samuel  Parsons,  Jun., 
Superintendent  of  Central  Park,  writes 
me:  '*The  best  grass  seeds  for  ordinary 
lawns  are  a  mixture  of  red-top  and  Ken- 
tucky blue-gra.ss  in  equal  parts,  with  per- 
haps a  small  amount  of  white  clover.  On 
very  sandy  ground  I  prefer  the  Kentucky 
blue-grass,  as  it  is  very  hardy  and  vigor- 
ous under  advei'se  circumstances."  Hav- 
ing sown  and  raked  in  the  seed  very 
lightly,  a  great  advantage  will  be  gained 
in  passing  a  lawn  roller  over  the  ground. 
I  have  succeeded  well  in  getting  a  good 
"catch"  of  grass  by  sowing  the  seed  with 
oats,  which  were  cut  and  cured  as  hay  as 
soon  as  the  grain  was  what  is  termed  "  in 
the  milk.''  The  strong  and  quickly  grow- 
ing oats  make  the  ground  green  in  a  ^ew 
days,  and  shelter  the  slower-maturing 
grassroots.  Mr.  Parsons  says,  "I  prefer 
to  sow  the  grass  seed  alone."  As  soon  as 
the  grass  begins  to  grow  with  some  vigor, 
cut  it  often,  for  this  tends  to  thicken  it 
and  produce  the  velvety  effect  that  is  so 
beautiful.  From  the  very  first  the  lawn 
will  need  weeding.  The  ground  contains 
seeds  of  strong-growing  plants,  such  as 
dock,  plantain,  etc.,  which  should  be 
taken  out  as  fast  as  they  appear.  To 
some  the  dandelion  is  a  weed,  but  not  to 
me,  unless  it  takes  more  than  its  share  of 
space,  for  I  always  miss  these  little  earth 
stars  when  they  are  absent.  They  inten- 
sify the  sunshine  shimmering  on  the  lawn, 
making  one  smile  involuntarily  when  see- 
ing them.  Moreover,  they  awaken  plea- 
sant memories,  for  a  childhood  in  which 
dandelions  had  no  part  is  a  defective  ex- 
perience. 

In  late  autumn  the  fallen  leaves  should 
be  raked  carefully  away,  as  they  tend  to 
smother  the  grass  if  permitted  to  lie  until 
spring.  Now  comes  the  chief  opportuni- 
ty of  the  year,  in  the  form  of  a  liberal  top- 
dressing  of  manure  from  the  stable.  If 
this  is  spread  evenly  and  not  too  thickly 
in  November,  and  the  coarser  remains  of 
it  raked  off  early  in  April,  the  results  will 
be  astonishing.  A  deep  emerald  hue  will 
be  imparted  to  the  grass,  and  the  frequent 
cuttings  required  will  soon  produce  a  turf 
that  yields  to  the  foot  like  a  Persian  rug. 
If  the  stable  manure  can  be  composted 
and  left  till  thoroughly  decayed,  fine,  and 
friable,  all  the  better.  If  stable  manure 
can  not  be  obtained,  Mr.  Parsons  recom- 
mends Mapes's  fertilizer  for  lawns. 


SHE   STOOPS    TO   CONQUER; 

OR,    THE     MISTAKES     OF    A    XIGHT.— A    COMEDY. 
BY  OLIVER   r;OLDSMITir 
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''BUT,  MY    DEAR    COUSIX,  SURE    YOU    Vros\    FORSAKE    US?" 


.^^ 


ACT    YOVF.TR.—iContuiued.) 
Enttr  ToxT,  Miss  Xettlle. 

ToxY.  Ay,  YOU  mav  steal  for  Yourselves  tlie  next  time.  I  have  done  mj 
dm  v.  She  has  got  the  jewels  again,  that's  a  sure  thing;  but  she  believes  it 
was  all  a  mistake  of  the  servants. 

Miss  Xev.  But,  my  dear  cousin,  sure  you  won't  forsake  us  in  this  distress  ? 
If  she  in  the  least  suspects  that  I  am  going  off,  I  shall  certainly  be  locked  up, 
or  sent  to  my  aunt  Pedigree's,  which  is  ten  times  worse. 

ToxT.  To  be  sure,  aunts  of  all  kinds  are  bad  things.  But  what  can  I  do  \ 
I  have  got  you  a  pair  of  horses  that  will  fly  like  TVliistle-jacket ;  and  I'm  sure 
you  can't  say  but  I've  courted  you  nicely  before  her  face.  Here  she  comes ;  we 
must  court  a  bit  or  two  more,  for  fear  she  should  suspect  us. 

{They  retire^  and  seem  to  fondle. 
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Enter 
Mks.  Hardcastle. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Weill 
^vas  greatly  liuttered,to 
be  sure.  But  my  son 
tells  me  it  was  all  a 
mistake  of  the  servants. 
I  sba'n't  be  easy,  bow- 
ever,  till  tbey  are  fairly 
married,  and  tlien  let 
ber  keej)  lier  own  for- 
tune. Ibit  wbat  do  I 
see  ?  fondling  tuijetber, 
as  Tm  alive  I  I  never 
saw  Tony  so  sprigbtly 
before.  Abl  liave  I 
caui^bt  vou,  my  pretty 
doves  \  "  AVliat,  bill- 
ing, excbanging  stolen 
glances  and  broken 
murmurs^  Ab! 
_      _    _  Tony.     As  for  mur- 

%  "^  ^  If  '  nmrs,motber,we  grum- 

ble a  little  now  and 
tben,  to  be  sure.  But 
there's  no  love  lost  be- 
tween us. 

Mrs.  Hard.  A  mere 
sprinkling,  Tony,  npon 
the  tiame,  only  to  make 
it  burn  brighter. 

Miss  Xev.     Cousin  Tony  promises  to  give  ns  more  of  his  company  at  home. 
Indeed,  be  sba'n't  leave  us  any  more.     It  won't  leave  us.  Cousin  Tony,  will  it  i 
ToxY.     Oh,  it's  a  pretty  creature.     Xo,  I'd  sooner  leave  my  horse  in  a  pound 
than  leave  you  when  you  smile  upon  one  so.     Your  laugh  makes  you  so  be- 
coming. 

Miss  Xev.     Agreeable  cousin  !     Who  can  help  admiring  that  natural  humor, 
that  pleasant,  broad,  red,  thoughtless — {^patting  his  clieeU)  ah  I  it's  a  bold  face. 
Mrs.  Hard.     Pretty  innocence  I 

ToxY.  I'm  sm*e  I  always  loved  Cousin  Con's  hazel  eyes,  and  her  pretty  long 
fingers,  that  she  twists  this  way  and  that  over  the  haspicolls,  like  a  j^arcel  of 
bobbins. 

Mrs.  Hard.  Ah,  he  would  charm  the  bird  from  the  tree.  I  was  never  so 
happy  before.  My  boy  takes  after  his  father,  poor  Mr.  Lumpkin,  exactly. 
The  jewels,  my  dear  Con,  shall  be  yours  incontinently.  You  shall  have  them. 
Isn't  he  a  sweet  boy,  my  dear  ?  You  shall  be  married  to-morrow,  and  we'll 
put  off  the  rest  of  bis  education,  like  Dr.  Drowsy's  sermons,  to  a  fitter  oppor- 
tunity. 

Enter  Diggory. 

Dig.     Where's  the  squire  ?     I  have  got  a  letter  for  your  worship. 
ToxY'.     Give  it  to  my  mamma.     She  reads  all  my  letters  first. 
Dig.     I  had  ordei's  to  deliver  it  into  your  own  hands. 
Tox^.     Who  does  it  come  from  \ 
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Dig.     Your  worship  mini  ask  that  o'  the  letter  itself. 

Tony.     I  could  wish  to  know,  though  {turning  the  letter  and  gazing  on  it). 
Miss  JSTev.     (^Aside>j    Undone !  undone  !     A  letter  to  him  from  Hastings. 
I  know  the  hand.     If  my  aunt  sees  it,  we  are  ruined  for  ever.     I'll  keejD  her 


employed  a  httle  if  I  can.  (To  Mrs,  Hardcastle)  But  I  have  not  told  vou 
madam,  of  my  cousin's  smart  answer  just  now  to  Mr.  Marlow.  We  so  lauo'hed 
You  must  know,  madam—  This  way  a  Httle,  for  he  must  not  hear  us  {They 
confer})  ^       ^ 
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Tony.  [Sfi//  gaz'oifj.)  A  cram})  \)\vvv  of  |)(Mi!iKinslii|)  as  (^wv  I  saw  in  mv 
life.  I  can  read  your  ])riiit  liand  vorv  well,  lint  here  there  are  sueli  handles, 
and  shaidvs,  and  dashes,  that  one  can  scarce  tell  the  head  from  the  tail.  "' To 
Anthony  Lumpkin,  Esfpiire.''  It's  very  odd,  1  can  read  the  outside  of  my  let- 
ters, where  my  own  name  is,  well  {Mionufh.      But  when  I  come  to  o])en  it,  it's  all^ 

hn/.z.  That's  hard,  very  hard  ;  for 
the  inside  of  the  letter  is  always  the 
cream  of  the  corres])ondence. 

Mks.Haki..  Ila!  ha  I  ha!  Very 
well,  very  well.  And  so  my  son  was 
too  hard  for  the  philoso])her. 

M  iss  N  Kv.  Yes,  madam  ;  but  you 
must  hear  the  rest,  madam.  A  little 
more  this  way,  or  he  may  hear  us. 
Y^ou'll  hear  lu»w  he  ]")uzzled  him 
again. 

Mrs.  Hard.  He  seems  strangely 
}>uzzled  now  himself,  methinks. 

Tony.  {Still  gazing.)  A  confound- 
ed u]^  and  down  hand,  as  if  it  was 
disguised  in  li(|uoi-.  ^licxding.)  Dear 
Sir — ay,  that's  that.  Then  there's 
an  M,  and  a  T,  and  an  !S,  but  whether 
the  next  be  an  izzard  or  an  R,  con- 
found me,  I  can  not  tell. 

Mrs.  1 1  ARi).  AVhat's  that,  my  dear? 
Can  I  give  you  any  assistance? 

Miss  Xp:v.  Pray,  aunt,  let  me  read 
it.  Xobody  reads  a  cramp  hand  bet- 
ter than  L  (  Twitch  ing  the  letter  from 
him.)  Do  you  know  who  it  is  from  1 
Tony.  Can't  tell,  except  from 
Dick  Ginger,  the  feeder. 
Miss  Nev.  Ay,  so  it  is.  {Pretending  to  read.)  "  Dear  Squire, — noi)ing  that 
you're  in  health,  as  I  am  at  this  present.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Shake-bag 
club  has  cut  the  gentlemen  of  the  Goose-green  quite  out  of  feather.  The  odds 
— um — odd  battle — um — long  lighting — um —  Here,  here,  it's  all  about  cocks 
and  fighting;  it's  of  no  consequence;  here,  put  it  up,  put  it  up.  {Thrusting 
the  crumpled  letter  ujyon  him.) 

Toxi^  But  I  tell  you,  miss,  it's  of  all  the  consequence  in  the  Avorld.  I 
would  not  lose  the  rest  of  it  for  a  guinea.  Here,  mother,  do  you  jnake  it  out. 
Of  no  consequence!     {Giving  3I?'s.  Ilardcastle  the  letter^ 

Mrs.  Hx^rd.  How's  this!  {Beads.)  "Dear  Squire, — I'm  now  waiting  for 
Miss  Neville,  with  a  post-chaise  and  pair,  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  but  I 
find  my  horses  yet  unable  to  jDerform  the  journey.  I  expect  you'll  assist  us 
with  a  pair  of  fresh  horses,  as  you  promised.  Dispatch  is  necessary,  as  the 
hag  [ay,  "the  hag"],  your  mother,  will  otherwise  suspect  us.  Y^ours,  Hastings." 
Grant  me  patience  !  I  shall  run  distracted.     My  rage  chokes  me. 

Miss  I^EV.  I  hope,  madam,  you'll  suspend  your  resentment  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  not  imj)ute  to  me  any  impertinence,  or  sinister  design,  that  belongs 
to  another. 

Mrs.  Hard.  {Courtesying  very  loio.)  Fine  spoken,  madam ;  you  are  most 
miraculously  polite  and  engaging,  and  quite  the  very  pink  of  courtesy  and  cir- 
cumspection, madam.  {Changing  her  tone.)  And  you,  you  great  ill-fashioned 
oaf,  with  scarce  sense  enough  to  keep  your  mouth  shut !  were  you,  too,  joined 
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against  me  ?  But  I'll  defeat  all  your  plots  in  a  moment.  As  for  you,  madam, 
since  you  have  gut  a  ])air  of  fresh  liorses  ready,  it  would  he  cruel  to  disa]^]H>int 
them.  So,  if  you  please,  instead  of  running  away  with  your  spark,  ])iv})are, 
this  very  moment,  to  run  off  with  me.  Your  old  aunt  Pedigree  will  keej)  you 
secure,  I'll  warrant  me.  You  too,  sir,  may  mount  your  horse  and  guard  us 
upon  the  way.  Here,  Thomas,  Roger,  Diggory  I  I'll  show  you  that  I  wish 
you  better  than  you  do  yourselves.  [Au'it. 

Miss  Nkv.     So  now  I'm  completely  ruined. 

Tony.     Ay,  that's  a  sure  thing. 

Miss  Xev.  AVhat  better  could  be  expected  from  being  connected  with  such 
a  stupid  fool — and  after  all  the  nods  and  signs  I  made  him  ( 

Tony.  By  the  laws,  miss,  it  was  your  own  cleverness,  and  not  my  stupidity, 
that  did  your  business.  You  were  so  nice  and  so  busy  with  your  Shake-bags 
and  Goose-greens  that  I  thought  you  could  never  be  making  believe. 

iLnttr  Hastings. 

Hast.  So,  sir,  I  find,  by  my  servant,  that  you  have  shown  my  letter  and 
betrayed  us.     Was  this  well  done,  young  gentleman  'i 

Tony.  Here's  another.  Ask  miss,  there,  who  betrayed  you  ?  Ecod,  it  was 
her  doing,  not  mine. 

Enter  Marlow. 

Marl.  So  I  have  been  finely  used  here  among  you.  Eendered  contem]:>ti- 
ble,  driven  into  ill  manners,  despised,  insulted,  lauglied  at. 

Tony.     Here's  another.     We  shall  have  old  Bedlam  broke  loose  presently. 

Miss  Nev.  And  there,  sir,  is  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  all  owe  every  obli- 
gation. 

Marl.  What  can  I  say  to  him  ?  a  mere  boy,  an  idiot,  whose  ignorance  and 
age  are  a  protection. 

Hast.     A  poor  contemptible  bool)y,  that  would  but  disgrace  correction. 

Miss  Net.  Y^et  with  cunning  and  malice  enough  to  make  himself  merry 
with  all  our  embarrassments. 

Hast.     An  insensible  cub. 

Marl.     Replete  with  tricks  and  mischief. 

Tony.  Bawl  dam'me,  but  I'll  light  you  both,  one  after  the  other — with 
baskets. 

Marl.  As  for  him,  he's  below  resentment.  But  your  conduct,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, requires  an  explanation.  You  knew  of  my  mistakes,  yet  would  not  unde- 
ceive me. 

Hast.  Tortured  as  I  am  with  my  own  disappointments,  is  this  a  time  for 
explanations  ?     It  is  not  friendly,  Mr.  Marlow. 

Marl.     But,  sir — 

Miss  Nev.  Mr.  Marlow,  we  never  kept  on  jowv  mistake  till  it  was  too  late 
to  undeceive  you. 

Enter  Servant. 

Serv.  My  mistress  desires  you'll  get  ready  immediately,  madam.  The 
horses  are  putting  to.  Your  hat  and  things  are  in  the  next  room.  We  are  to 
go  thirty  miles  before  morning.  \_Exit  Servant. 

Miss  'N"ev.     Well,  well ;  I'll  come  presently. 

Marl.  {To  Hastings.)  Was  it  well  done,  sir,  to  assist  in  rendering  me  ridic- 
ulous ?  To  hang  me  out  for  the  scorn  of  all  my  acquaintance  ?  Depend  upon 
it,  sir,  I*sliall  expect  an  explanation. 

Hast.  Was  it  well  done,  sir,  if  you're  upon  that  subject,  to  deliver  what  I 
intrusted  to  yourself  to  the  care  of  another,  sir  ? 

Miss  Nev.  Mr.  Hastings !  Mr.  Marlow !  Why  will  you  increase  my  dis- 
tress by  this  groundless  dispute  ?     I  implore,  I  entreat  you — 
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Enter  Servant. 

Serv.     Your  cloak,  madam.     My  mistress  is  impatient.  \Exit  Servant. 

Miss  Kfv.  I  come. — Pray  be  pacified.  If  I  leave  you  thus,  I  shall  die  with 
appreliensiou. 

Enter  Servant. 

Serv.     Your  fan,  muff,  and  gloves,  madam.     The  horses  are  waiting. 

[Exit  Servant. 

Miss  JSTev.  Oh,  Mr.  Marlow,  if  you  knew  what  a  scene  of  constraint  and 
ill-nature  lies  before  me,  I  am  sure  it  would  convert  your  resentment  into 
pity. 

Marl.  I'm  so  distracted  with  a  variety  of  passions  that  I  don't  know  what 
I  do.  Forgive  me,  madam.  George,  forgive  me.  You  know  my  hasty  tem- 
per, and  should  not  exasperate  it. 

Hast.     The  torture  of  my  situation  is  my  only  excuse. 

Miss  NTev.  Well,  my  dear  Hastings,  if  you  have  that  esteem  for  me  that  I 
think — that  I  am  sure  you  have,  your  constancy  for  three  years  will  but  increase 
the  happiness  of  our  future  connection.     If — 

Mrs.  Hard.     {Within.)    Miss  Xeville  !     Constance  !  why,  Constance,!  say ! 

Miss  jS^ev.     I'm  coming.     Well,  constancy,  remember,  constancy  is  the  word. 

lExit. 

Hast.  My  heart !  how  can  I  support  this  ?  To  be  so  near  happiness,  and 
such  happiness ! 

Marl.  {To  Tony.)  You  see  now,  young  gentleman,  the  effects  of  your  folly. 
What  might  be  amusement  to  you,  is  here  disappointment,  and  even  distress. 

Tony.  {From  a  reverie.)  Ecod,  I  have  hit  it ;  it's  here.  Your  hands. 
Yours,  and  yours,  my  poor  Sulky. — My  boots  there,  ho ! — Meet  me  two  hours 
hence  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden  ;  and  if  yoa  don't  find  Tony  Lumpkin  a 
more  good-natured  fellow  than  you  thought  for,  I'll  give  you  leave  to  take  my 
best  horse,  and  Bet  Bouncer  into  the  bargain.     Come  along. — My  boots,  ho ! 

[Exeunt. 


SPRIXGHAYEN. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

WHEN  THE   SHIP   COMES   HOME. 

N  the  days  wlion  England  trnstod 
mainly  to  tlie  vig-or  and  valor  of 
one  man,  against  a  world  of  en- 
emies, no  part  of  her  coast  was 
in  greater  peril  than  the  fair 
vale  of  Springhaven.  But  ly- 
ing to  the  west  of  the  narrow 
seas,  and  the  shouts  botli  of 
menace  and  vigilance,  the  quiet 
little  village  in  the  tranquil  val- 
ley forbore  to  be  uneas3\ 

For  the  nature  of  the  place 
and  race,  since   time   lias   out- 
lived memory,  continually  has 
been,  and  must  be,  to   let  the 
w^orld    pass    easily.       Little    to 
talk  of,  and  nothing  to  do,  is 
the  healthy  condition  of  man- 
kind  just   there.      To  all   who 
love  repose  and  shelter,  freedom 
from  the  cares  of  money  and  the 
cark  of  fashion,  and  (in  lieu  of 
these)  refreshing  air,  bright  wa- 
ter, and  green  country,  there  is 
scarcely  any  valley  left  to  com- 
pare with  that  of  Springhaven. 
This  valley  does  not  interrupt 
the  land,  but  comes  in  as  a 
pleasant   relief   to   it.      No 
glaring     chalk,    no     grim 
sandstone,  no  rugged  flint, 
outface    it ;    but   deep   rich 
meadows,  and  foliage  thick, 
and  cool  arcades  of  ancient 
trees,   defy   the   noise   that 
men  make.     And  above  the 
trees,  in  shelving  distance, 
rise  the  crests  of  upland,  a 
soft  gray  lias,  where  orchards  thrive,  and  greensward  strokes  down  the  rigor  of  the 
rocks,  and  quick  rills  lace  the  bosom  of  the  slope  with  tags  of  twisted  silver. 

In  the  murmur  of  the  A'^alley  twenty  little  Avaters  meet,  and  discoursing  their 
W'ay  to  the  sea,  give  name  to  the  bay  that  receives  them  and  the  anchorage  they 
make.  And  here  no  muddy  harbor  reeks,  no  foul  mouth  of  rat-haunted  drains,  no 
slimy  and  scraggy  wall  runs  out,  to  mar  the  meeting  of  sweet  and  salt.  With  one 
or  two  mooring  posts  to  watch  it,  and  a  course  of  stepping-stones,  the  brook  slides 
into  the  peaceful  bay,  and  is  lost  in  larger  waters.  Even  so,  how^ever,  it  is  kindly 
still,  for  it  forms  a  tranquil  haven. 

Because,  where  the  ruffle  of  the  land  stream  merges  into  the  heavier  disquietude  of 
sea,  slopes  of  shell  sand  and  white  gravel  give  welcome  pillow  to  the  weary  keel.  No 
southerly  tempest  smites  the  bark,  no  long  groundswell  upheaves  her;  for  a  bold 
point,  known  as  the  "Haven-head,"  baffles  the  storm  in  the  offing,  while  the  bulky 
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rollers  of  a  strong  spring-tide,  that  need 
no  wind  to  urge  them,  are  broken  by  the 
shifting  of  the  shore  into  a  tier  of  white- 
frilled  steps.  So  the  deep-waisted  smacks 
that  fish  for  many  generations,  and  even 
the  famous  "London  trader"  (a  schooner 
of  five-and-forty  tons),  have  rest  from 
their  labors,  whenever  they  wish  or  when- 
ever they  can  afford  it,  in  the  arms  of  the 
land,  and  the  mouth  of  the  water,  and  un- 
der the  eyes  of  Springhaven. 

At  the  corner  of  the  wall,  where  the 
brook  comes  down,  and  pebble  turns  into 
shingle,  there  has  always  been  a  good 
white  gate,  respected  (as  a  white  gate  al- 
ways is)  from  its  strong  declaration  of 
purpose.  Outside  of  it,  things  may  belong 
to  the  Crown,  the  Admiralty,  Manor,  or 
Trinity  Brethren,  or  perhaps  the  sea  it- 
self— according  to  the  latest  ebb  or  flow 
of  the  fickle  tide  of  Law  Courts — but  in- 
side that  gate  everything  belongs  to  the 
fine  old  family  of  Darling. 

Concerning  the  origin  of  these  Dar- 
lings divers  tales  are  told,  according  to 
the  good-will  or  otherwise  of  the  diver. 
The  Darlings  themselves  contend  and 
prove  that  stock  and  name  are  Saxon,  and 
the  true  form  of  the  name  is  "  Deerlung," 
as  witness  the  family  bearings.  But  the 
foes  of  the  race,  and  especially  the  Carnes, 
of  ancient  Sussex  lineage,  declare  that  the 
name  describes  itself.  Forsooth,  these 
Darlings  are  nothing  more,  to  their  con- 
temptuous certainty,  than  the  offset  of 
some  court  favorite,  too  low  to  have  won 
nobility,  in  the  reign  of  some  light-affec- 
tioned  king. 

If  ever  there  was  any  truth  in  that,  it 
has  been  worn  out  long  ago  by  friction 
of  its  own  antiquity.  Admiral  Darling 
owns  that  gate,  and  all  the  land  inside  it, 
as  far  as  a  Preventive  man  can  see  with 
his  spy-glass  upon  the  top  bar  of  it.  And 
this  includes  nearly  all  the  village  of 
Springhaven,  and  the  Hall,  and  the  val- 
ley, and  the  hills  that  make  it.  And  how 
much  more  does  all  this  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  family  when  the  gazer  re- 
flects that  this  is  nothing  but  their  young- 
er tenement!  For  this  is  only  Spring- 
haven Hall,  while  Darling  Holt,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  race,  stands  far  inland,  and 
belongs  to  Sir  Francis,  the  Admiral's  eld- 
er brother. 

When  the  tides  were  at  their  spring, 
and  the  year  1802  of  our  era  in  the  same 
condition,  Horatia  Dorothy  Darling, 
younger  daughter   of  the   aforesaid  Ad- 


miral, choosing  a  very  quiet  path  among 
thick  shrubs  and  under-wood,  came  all 
alone  to  a  w^ooden  building,  which  her 
father  called  his  Round-house.  In  the 
war,  which  had  been  patched  over  now, 
but  would  very  soon  break  out  again,  that 
veteran  officer  held  command  of  the  coast 
defense  (westward  of  Nelson's  charge) 
from  Beachy  Head  to  Selsey  Bill.  No 
real  danger  had  existed  then,  and  no  solid 
intent  of  invasion,  but  many  sharp  out- 
looks had  been  set  up,  and  among  them 
was  this  at  Springhaven. 

Here  was  established  under  thatch,  and 
with  sliding  lights  before  it,  the  Admiral's 
favorite  Munich  glass,  mounted  by  an  old 
ship's  carpenter  (who  had  followed  the 
fortunes  of  his  captain)  on  a  stand  which 
would  have  puzzled  anybody  but  the  mak- 
er, with  the  added  security  of  a  lanyard 
from  the  roof.  The  gear,  though  rough, 
was  very  strong  and  solid,  and  afforded 
more  range  and  firmer  rest  to  the  seven- 
feet  tube  and  adjustments  than  a  costly 
mounting  by  a  London  optician  would 
have  been  likely  to  supply.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  look  through  such  a  glass,  so 
clear,  and  full  of  light,  and  firm ;  and  one 
who  could  have  borne  to  be  looked  at 
through  it,  or  examined  even  by  a  mi- 
croscope, came  now  to  enjoy  that  plea- 
sure. 

Miss  Dolly  Darling  could  not  be  happy 
— though  her  chief  point  was  to  be  so — 
without  a  little  bit  of  excitement,  though 
it  were  of  her  own  construction.  Her 
imagination,  being  bright  and  tender  and 
lively,  rather  than  powerful,  was  com- 
pelled to  make  its  own  material,  out  of 
very  little  stuff  sometimes.  She  was  al- 
ways longing  for  something  sweet  and 
thrilling  and  romantic,  and  what  chance 
of  finding  it  in  this  dull  place,  even  with 
the  longest  telescope  ?  For  the  war,  with 
all  its  stirring  rumors  and  perpetual  mo- 
tion on  shore  and  sea,  and  access  of  gal- 
lant visitors,  was  gone  for  the  moment,  and 
dull  peace  was  signed. 

This  evening,  as  yet,  there  seemed  little 
chance  of  anything  to  enliven  her.  The 
village,  in  the  valley  and  up  the  stream, 
was  hidden  by  turns  of  the  land  and  trees ; 
her  father's  house  beneath  the  hill  crest 
was  out  of  sight  and  hearing;  not  even  a 
child  was  on  the  beach;  and  the  only 
movement  was  of  wavelets  leisurely  ad- 
vancing toward  the  sea-wall  fringed  with 
tamarisk.  The  only  thing  she  could  hope 
to  see  was  the  happy  return  of  the  fishing- 
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smacks, and  perhaps  the ' '  London  trader, " 
inasmuch  as  tlie  fishermen  (now  released 
from  fencible  duty  and  from  French 
alarm)  did  their  best  to  return  on  Satur- 
day night  to  their  moorings,  their  lionies, 
the  disposal  of  fish,  and  tlien  the  deep 
slumber  of  Sunday.  If  the  breeze  slioukl 
enable  them  to  round  tlie  Head,  and  the 
tide  avail  for  landing,  the  lane  to  tlie  vil- 
lage, the  beach,  and  even  the  sea  itself 
would  swarm  with  life  and  bustle  and 
flurry  and  incident.  But  Dolly's  desire 
was  for  scenes  more  warlike  and  actors 
more  august  than  these. 

Beauty,  however,  has  an  eye  for  beau- 
ty beyond  its  own  looking-glass.  Deeply 
as  Dolly  began  to  feel  the  joy  of  her  own 
loveliness,  she  had  managed  to  learn,  and 
to  feel  as  well,  that  so  far  as  the  strength 
and  vigor  of  beauty  may  compare  with  its 
grace  and  refinement,  she  had  her  own 
match  at  Springhaven.  Quite  a  hard- 
working youth,  of  no  social  position  and 
no  needless  education,  had  such  a  fine 
countenance  and  such  bright  eyes  that 
she  neither  could  bear  to  look  at  him  nor 
forbear  to  think  of  him.  And  she  knew 
that  if  the  fleet  came  home  she  would  see 
him  on  board  of  the  Rosalie. 

Flinging  on  a  shelf  the  small  white 
hat  which  had  scarcely  covejed  her  dark 
brown  curls,  she  lifted  and  shored  with 
a  wooden  prop  the  southern  casement  of 
leaded  glass.  This  being  up,  free  range 
was  given  to  the  swinging  telescope  along 
the  beach  to  the  right  and  left,  and  over 
the  open  sea  for  miles,  and  into  the  mea- 
sureless haze  of  air.  She  could  manage 
this  glass  to  the  best  advantage,  through 
her  father's  teaching,  and  could  take  out 
the  slide  and  clean  the  lenses,  and  even 
part  the  object-glass,  and  re  fix  it  as  well 
as  possible.  She  belonged  to  the  order  of 
the  clever  virgins,  but  scarcely  to  that  of 
the  wise  ones. 


CHAPTER  II. 

WITH  HER  CREW  AND  CARGO. 

Long  after  the  time  of  those  who  write 
and  those  who  read  this  history,  the  name 
of  Zebedee  Tugwell  will  be  flourishing  at 
Springhaven. 

To  achieve  unmerited  honor  is  the  spe- 
cial gift  of  thousands,  but  to  deserve  and 
win  befalls  some  few  in  every  century, 
and  one  of  these  few  was  Zebedee.     To  be 


the  head-man  of  any  other  village,  and 
the  captain  of  its  fishing  fleet,  might 
prove  no  lofty  eminence;  but  to  be  the 
leader  of  Springhaven  was  true  and  ar- 
duous greatness.  From  Selsey  Bill  to  Or- 
fordness,  taking  in  all  the  Cinque  Ports 
and  all  the  port  of  London,  there  was  not 
a  place  that  insisted  on,  and  therefore 
possessed,  all  its  own  rights  so  flrmly  as 
this  village  did.  Not  less  than  seven 
stout  fishing-smacks — six  of  them  sloops, 
and  the  seventh  a  dandy — formed  the  ma- 
rine power  of  this  place,  and  behaved  as 
one  multiplied  by  seven.  All  the  bold 
fishermen  held  their  line  from  long-estab- 
lished ancestry,  and  stuck  to  the  stock  of 
their  grandfathers,  and  their  wisdom  and 
freedom  from  prejudice.  Strength  was 
condensed  into  clear  law  with  them— as 
sinew  boils  down  into  jelly — and  charac- 
ter carried  out  its  force  as  the  stamp  of 
solid  impress.  What  the  father  had  been, 
the  son  became,  as  the  generation  squared 
itself,  and  the  slates  for  the  children  to  do 
their  copies  were  the  tombstones  of  their 
granddads.  Thus  brave  Etruria  grew, 
and  thus  the  Rome  which  was  not  built 
in  a  day  became  the  flower  of  the  world, 
and  girt  in  unity  of  self  seven  citadels. 

There  was  Roman  blood — of  the  Tenth 
Legion,  perhaps— in  the  general  vein  of 
Springhaven.  There  was  scarcely  a  man 
who  pretended  to  know  much  outside  of 
his  own  business,  and  thei'e  was  not  a  wo- 
man unable  to  wait  (when  her  breath  was 
quite  gone)  for  sound  reason.  Solidity, 
self-respect,  pure  absence  of  frivolous  hu- 
mor, ennobled  the  race  and  enabled  them 
to  hold  together,  so  that  everybody  not 
born  in  Springhaven  might  lament,  but 
never  repair,  his  loss. 

This  people  had  many  ancient  rules  be- 
fitting a  fine  corporation,  and  among 
them  were  the  following:  "Never  do  a 
job  for  a  stranger;  sleep  in  your  own  bed 
when  you  can ;  be  at  home  in  good  time 
on  a  Saturday ;  never  work  harder  than 
you  need;  throw  your  fish  away  rather 
than  undersell  it;  answer  no  question, 
but  ask  another;  spend  all  your  money 
among  your  friends ;  and  above  all,  never 
let  any  stranger  come  a-nigh  your  proper 
fishing  ground,  nor  land  any  fish  at 
Springhaven." 

These  were  golden  laws,  and  made  a 
snug  and  plump  community.  From  the 
Foreland  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  their  nets 
and  lines  were  sacred,  and  no  other  vil- 
lage could  be  found  so  thriving,  orderly, 
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well-conducted,  and  almost  well-content- 
ed. For  the  men  were  not  of  rash  enter- 
prise, hot  labor,  or  fervid  ambition;  and 
although  they  counted  things  by  money, 
they  did  not  count  one  another  so.  They 
never  encouraged  a  friend  to  work  so 
hard  as  to  grow  too  wealthy,  and  if  he  did 


these  declare — with  the  rest  of  the  body 
performing  as  chorus  gratis — that  now 
they  are  come  to  a  smaller  affair,  upon 
which  they  intend  to  enjoy  themselves. 
So  that,  while  strenuous  and  quick  of 
movement — whenever  they  could  not  help 
it — and  sometimes  even  brisk  of  mind  (if 
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so,  they  expected  him  to  grow  more  gen- 
erous than  he  liked  to  be.  And  as  soon 
as  he  failed  upon  that  point,  instead  of 
adoring,  they  growled  at  him,  because  ev- 
ery one  of  them  might  have  had  as  full 
a  worsted  stocking  if  his  mind  had  been 
small  enough  to  forget  the  difference  be- 
twixt the  land  and  sea,  the  tide  of  labor 
and  the  time  of  leisure. 

To  these  local  and  tribal  distinctions 
they  added  the  lofty  expansion  of  sons  of 
the  sea.  The  habit  of  rising  on  the  surge 
and  falling  into  the  trough  behind  it  en- 
ables a  biped,  as  soon  as  he  lands,  to  take 
things  that  are  flat  with  indifference. 
His  head  and  legs  have  got  into  a  state  of 
firm  confidence  in  one  another,  and  all 


anybody  strove  to  cheat  them),  these  men 
generally  made  no  griefs  beyond  what 
they  were  born  to. 

Zebedee  Tugwell  was  now  their  chief, 
and  w^ell  deserved  to  be  so.  Every  com- 
munity of  common-sense  demands  to 
have  somebody  over  it,  and  nobody  could 
have  felt  ashamed  to  be  under  Captain 
Tugwell.  He  had  built  with  his  own 
hands,  and  bought— for  no  man's  work  is 
his  own  until  he  has  paid  for  as  well  as 
made  it—the  biggest  and  smartest  of  all 
the  fleet,  that  dandy-rigged  smack,  the 
Rosalie.  He  was  proud  of  her,  as  he  well 
might  be,  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
thinking  of  her ;  but  even  she  was  scarce- 
ly up  to  the  size  of  his  ideas.      ' '  Stiff'  in 
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the  joints,"  he  now  said  daily — "stiff  in 
the  joints  is  my  complaint,  and  I  nev^er 
would  have  believed  it.  But  for  all  that, 
you  shall  see,  my  son,  if  the  Lord  should 
spare  you  long-  enough,  whether  I  don't 
beat  her  out  and  out  with  the  craft  as 
have  been  in  my  mind  this  ten  year." 

But  what  man  could  be  built  to  beat 
Zebedee  himself,  in  an  age  like  this,  when 
yachts  and  men  take  the  prize  by  profund- 
ity of  false  keel  ?  Tugwell  ^^earned  for 
no  hot  speed  in  his  friends,  or  his  house, 
or  his  wife,  or  his  walk,  or  even  his  way 
of  thinking.  He  had  seen  more  harm 
come  from  one  hour's  hurry  than  a  hun- 
dred years  of  care  could  cure,  and  the 
longer  he  lived  the  more  loath  he  grew  to 
disturb  the  air  around  hini. 

"Admirable  Nelson, "he  used  to  say — 
for  his  education  had  not  been  so  large 
as  the  parts  allotted  to  receive  it ;  "to  my 
mind  he  is  a  brave  young  nian,  with  great 
understanding  of  his  dooties.  But  he 
goetli  too  fast,  without  clearing  of  his 
way.  With  a  man  like  me  'longside  of 
'un,  he'd  have  brought  they  boats  out  of 
Bulong.  See  how  I  brings  my  boats  in, 
most  particular  of  a  Saturday  I" 

It  was  Saturday  now,  when  Miss  Dolly 
was  waiting  to  see  this  great  performance, 
of  which  she  considered  herself,  as  the 
daughter  of  an  admiral,  no  mean  critic. 
And  sure  enough,  as  punctual  as  in  a 
well-conducted  scheme  of  war,  and  with 
nice  forecast  of  wind  and  tide,  and  science 
of  the  supper-time,  around  the  westward 
headland  came  the  bold  fleet  of  Spring- 
haven  ! 

Seven  ships  of  the  line — the  fishing  line 
— arranged  in  perfect  order,  with  the 
Rosalie  as  the  flag-ship  leading,  and  three 
upon  either  quarter,  in  the  comfort  and 
leisure  of  the  new-born  peace,  they  spread 
their  sails  with  sunshine.  Even  the  war- 
like Dolly  could  not  help  some  thoughts 
of  peacef  ulness,  and  a  gentle  tide  of  large 
good-will  submerged  the  rocks  of  glory. 

"Why  should  those  poor  men  all  be 
killed  ?"  she  asked  herself,  as  a  new  thing, 
while  she  made  out,  by  their  faces,  hats, 
fling  of  knee  or  elbow,  patch  upon  breech- 
es, or  sprawl  of  walking  toward  the  at- 
tentive telescope,  pretty  nearly  who  ev- 
erybody of  them  w^as,  and  whatever  else 
there  was  about  him.  "After  all,  it  is 
very  hard,"  she  said,  "that  they  should 
have  to  lose  their  lives  because  the  coun- 
tries fight  so." 

But  these  jolly  fellows  had  no  idea  of 


losing  their  lives,  or  a  hair  of  their  lieads, 
or  anything  more  than  their  appetites, 
after  waging  hot  war  upon  victuals. 
Peace  Avas  proclaimed,  and  peace  was 
reigning;  and  the  proper  British  feeling 
of  contempt  for  snivelly  Frenchmen, 
which  produces  the  entente  cordiale,  had 
replaced  the  wholesome  dread  of  them. 
Not  that  Springhaven  had  ever  known 
fear,  but  still  it  was  glad  to  leave  off  ter- 
rifying the  enemy.  Lightness  of  heart 
and  good-will  prevailed,  and  every  man's 
sixpence  was  going  to  be  a  shilling. 

In  the  tranquil  afternoon  the  sun  was 
making  it  clear  to  the  coast  of  Albion 
that  he  had  crossed  the  line  once  more, 
and  rediscovered  a  charming  island.  Aft- 
er a  chill}'  and  foggy  season,  worse  than 
a  brave  cold  winter,  there  was  joy  in  the 
greeting  the  land  held  out,  and  in  the 
more  versatile  expression  of  the  sea.  And 
not  beneath  the  contempt  of  one  who 
strives  to  get  into  everything,  were  the 
creases  and  patches  of  the  sails  of  smacks, 
and  the  pattern  of  the  resin-wood  they 
called  their  masts,  and  even  the  little 
striped  things  (like  frogs  with  hats  on,  in 
the  distance)  which  had  grown  to  believe 
themselves  the  only  object  the  sun  was 
made  to  shine  upon. 

But  he  shone  upon  the  wide  sea  far  be- 
hind, and  the  broad  stretch  of  land  before 
them,  and  among  their  slowly  gliding 
canvas  scattered  soft  touches  of  wander- 
ing light.  Especially  on  the  spritsail  of 
the  Rosalie,  whereunder  was  sitting,  with 
the  tiller  in  his  hand  and  a  very  long 
pipe  in  his  mouth.  Captain  Zebedee  Tug- 
well.  His  mighty  legs  were  spread  at 
ease,  his  shoulders  solid  against  a  cask, 
his  breast  (like  an  elephant's  back  in 
width,  and  bearing  a  bright  blue  crown 
tattooed)  shone  out  of  the  scarlet  woolsey, 
whose  plaits  were  filled  with  the  golden 
shower  of  a  curly  beard,  untouched  with 
gray.  And  his  face  was  quite  as  worthy 
as  the  substance  leading  up  to  it,  being' 
large  and  strengthful  and  slow  to  move, 
though  quick  to  make  others  do  so.  The 
forehead  was  heavy,  and  the  nose  thick- 
set, the  lower  jaw  backed  up  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  other,  and  the  wide  apart  eyes, 
of  a  bright  steel  blue,  were  as  steady  as  a 
brace  of  pole-stars. 

"What  a  wonderful  man!"  fair  Dolly 
thought,  as  the  great  figure,  looking  even 
grander  in  the  glass,  came  rising  upon  a 
long  slow  wave — "what  a  wonderful  man 
that  Tugwell  is!     So  firmly  resolved  to 
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have  his  own  way,  so  ihor'ou<^lily  daunt 
less,  and  such  a  ^raiid  hoard!  T(;n  limes 
more  like  an  admiral  than  old  Fhiplin  oi- 
my  father  is,  if  h(;  only  know  how  to  liold 
his  pi{)0.  Tliore  is  somethin*^-  ahout  him 
so  di<i;'nin(Hl,  so  oahn,  and  so  maj(^stic; 
hut,  for  all  that,  1  like  tho  younj^-  num 
better.  I  have  a  ^-reat  mind  to  tak(;  half 
a  peep  at  him ;  somebody  mig-ht  ask  wheth- 
er he  was  there  or  not." 

Bein<»'  a  youn<^-  and  bashful  maid,  as 
well  as  by  birtii  a  lady,  she  had  folt  that 
it  mi<^lit  l)(;  a  v(U'y  nice  thin^-  to  contiMn- 
|)Ia,t(^  sailor's  in  tho  distanoo,  abstract  sail- 
ors, old  in(Mi  wlio  pulled  ropes,  or  lounged 
on  the  dec'k,  if  there  was  one.  liut  to 
steal  an  unsuspected  view  at  a  young- 
man  very  well  known  to  her,  and  ac- 
knowled<4ed  (not  only  by  his  mother  and 
himself,  but  also  hy  ov(M*y  (^irl  in  tho  ])ar- 
isli)  as  the  Adonis  of  Springhavon— this 
was  a  very  different  thing*,  and  diilicult  to 
justify  even  to  one's  self.  Tlu^  proper 
plan,  therefore,  was  to  do  it, 
instead  of  waitin<4-  to  cnnisid 
er  it. 

"  How  very  hard  upon  liim 
it  does  seem,"  she  whispered  to 
herself,  aft(;r  a  good  gaze  at 
him,  "that  ho  nu^st  not  (;ven 
dream  of  having  any  hope  of 
me,  because  he  has  not  hap- 
))ened  to  bo  born  a  gentlorrum! 
l^ut  he  looks  a  thousand  tinios 
more  like  one  than  niru^.  out  of 
ten  of  th(i  groat  gentlemen  I 
know  -or  at  any  rate  lie  would 
if  his  mother  didn't  make  his 
clothes." 

For  Zob(!doo  Tug  well   had  a 
son  called  "Dan,"  as  like  him 
as  a  tender  pea  can  be  like  a 
tough  OIK?;    promising  also  to 
be  tough,  in  course  of  time,  by 
chaling  of  tho  world  and  wea- 
ther.    But  at  present  Dan  Tug- 
well  was  as  tender  to  the  core 
as  a  marrowfat  dallying  till  its 
young  duck  should  bo  ready ;  because  Dan 
was  podding  into  his  iirst  love.      To  tho 
sympathoti(t  tolosco])0  his  heart  was  low, 
and  his  mind  gone  beyond  astronomical 
range,  and  liis  hands  (instead  of  briskly 
pairing  solos)  hung  asunder,  and  sprawled 
like  a  star-iish. 

"Indeed  h(i  does  look  sad,"  said  Miss 
Dolly;  "he  is  thinking  of  me,  as  he  al- 
ways docs;  but  1  don't  see  how  anybody 
can  blame  me.     But  here  comes  daddy, 


with  dear  old  Flapfin !  I  am  not  a  bit 
afraid  of  either  of  them;  ])ut  p(M*haps  1 
had  l)ottor  run  away." 


CllAlTER  111. 

AND   HER  TRUE   COMMANDER. 

The  nature  of  "Flapfin"— as  Miss  Dol- 
ly Darling  and  other  young  people  wore 
j)loas(Hi  to  call  him — was  to  make  his  ene- 
mies I'un  away,  but  his  friends  koc^p  vovy 
iwiw  to  him.  Ho  was  one  of  th(i  sirnplest- 
niindod  men  that  e\-<'r  tr-od  the  British 
oak.  Whatever  he  thought  he  generally 
said  ;  and  wliatever  he  said  he  meant  and 
did.  Yet  of  tricks  and  frauds  he  had 
(juicdc  poi'cof)tion,  whon(!V(U'  they  wore 
tricnl  against  him,  as  well  as  a  marvellous 
I)ower  of  soeiiig  the  shortest  way  to  ev- 
erything*. He  enjoyed  a  little  gentle 
piece  of   vanity,   not   A^ainglory,  and   he 
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never  could  see  any  justice  in  losing  the 
(;rodit  of  any  of  his  exploits.  Moreover, 
he  was  gifted  with  the  higliest  faith  in 
the  liarul  of  the  Almighty  over  him  (to 
help  him  in  all  his  righteous  deeds),  and 
over  his  enemies,  to  destroy  them.  Though 
he  never  insisted  on  any  deep  piety  in  his 
own  beliavior,  he  had  a  good  deal  in  his 
heart  when  time  allowed,  and  the  lin- 
stocks wore  Avaiting  the  signal.  His  trust 
was  supreme  in   the  Lord  and  himself; 
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and  lie  loved  to  be  called  '  *  My  Lord  Ad- 
miral." 

And  a  man  of  this  noble  type  deserved 
to  be  met  with  his  own  nobility.  But 
the  English  government,  according  to  its 
lights — which  appear  to  be  everlasting — 
regarded  him  as  the  right  man.  when 
wanted,  but  at  other  times  the  wrong 
one.  They  liked  him  to  do  them  a  very 
good  turu.  but  would  not  let  him  do 
himself  one :  and  whenever  he  looked  for 
some  fair  chance  of  a  little  snug  prize- 
money,  they  took  him  away  from  the 
likely  places,  and  set  him  to  hard  work 
and  hard  knocks.  But  his  sense  of  duty 
and  love  of  country  euabled  him  to  bear 
it,  with  grumbling. 

**I  don't  cai*e  a  rope's  end.**  he  was 
saying,  with  a  truthfulness  simple  and 
solid  as  beefsteak  is,  *  *  whether  we  have 
peace  or  war:  but  let  us  have  one  or  the 
other  of  them.  I  love  peace — it  is  a  very 
fine  thing — and  I  hate  to  see  poor  fellows 
killed.  All  I  want  is  to  spend  the  rest 
of  my  life  ashore,  and  lay  out  the  gai*den. 
You  must  come  and  see  what  a  bridge  I 
have  made  to  throw  aci*oss  the  fish-pond. 
I  can  do  well  enough  with  what  I  have 
grot,  its  soon  as  mv  farm  besrins  to  pav. 


and  I  hope  I  may  never  hear  another 
shotted  cannon :  but,  my  dear  Lingo,  you 
know  as  well  as  I  do  how  much  chance 
there  is  of  that." 

*  *  ha  udo  manentem .  Let  us  pi-aise  her 
while  we  have  got  her.  Parson  Twem- 
low  keeps  up  my  Latin,  but  you  have  for- 
gotten all  youre,  my  friend.  I  bi*ought 
you  down  here  to  see  the  fish  come  in,  and 
to  choose  what  you  like  best  for  dinner. 
In  the  days  when  you  were  my  smallest 
youngster,  and  as  proud  as  Punch  to  dine 
with  me,  your  taste  was  the  finest  in  the 
ship,  because  your  stomach  was  the  weak- 
est. How  often  I  thought  that  the  fish 
would  eat  you  I  and  but  for  your  wonder- 
ful spirit,  my  friend,  that  must  have  hap- 
pened long  ago.  But  your  nature  was  to 
fight,  and  you  fought  lhi*ough,  as  you  al- 
ways do.  A  drumstick  for  your  pi*aise  of 
peace  :*' 

Admiral  Darling,  a  tall,  stout  man  in 
the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  looked  down 
at  his  welcome  and  famous  guest  as  if  he 
knew  a  great  deal  moi-e  of  his  nature  than 
the  owner  did.  And  this  made  that  own- 
er, who  thought  very  highly  of  his  own 
perception,  look  up  and  laugh. 

*  •  Here  comes  the  fish  I"  he  cried.    '  *  Come 
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along,  Darling".  Never  lose  a  moment — 
that's  my  rule.  You  can't  get  along  as 
fast  as  I  can.  I'll  go  and  settle  all  the 
business  for  you." 

"Why  should  you  be  in  such  a  hurry 
always  ?  You  will  never  come  to  my  age 
if  you  carry  on  so.  You  ought  to  tow  a 
spar  astern.  Thank  God,  they  don't  know 
who  he  is,  and  I'll  take  good  care  not  to 
let  them  know.  If  this  is  what  comes  of 
quick  promotion,  I  am  glad  that  I  got  on 
.slowly.  Well,  he  may  do  as  he  likes  for 
me.     He  always  does — that's  one  thing." 

Stoutly  grumbling  thus,  the  elder  and 
far  heavier  Admiral  descended  the  hill  to 
the  white  gate  slowly,  as  behooved  the 
'Owner.  And,  by  the  time  he  halted  there, 
the  other  had  been  upon  the  beach  five 
minutes,  and  taken  command  of  the  fish- 
ing fleet. 

' '  Starboard  there !  Brail  up  your  gaff ! 
Is  that  the  way  to  take  the  ground  ?  Ease 
helm,  Rosalie.  Smartly,  smartly.  Have 
;a  care,  you  lubber  there.  Fenders  out! 
,So,  so.  Now  stand  by,  all!  There  are 
two  smart, lads  among  you,  and  no  more. 
All  the  rest  are  no  better  than  a  pack  of 
Crappos.  You  want  six  months  in  a  man- 
of-war's  launch.  This  is  what  comes  of 
peace  already !" 

The  fishermen  stared  at  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  who  had  taken  all  the  business 
out  of  Master  Tugwell's  hands;  but  with- 
out thinking  twic'e  about  it,  all  obeyed 
liim  with  a  speed  that  must  have  robbed 
them  of  a  quantity  of  rust.  For  although 
he  was  not  in  uniform,  and  bore  no  sword, 
his  dress  was  conspicuous,  as  he  liked  to 
have  it,  and  his  looks  and  deeds  kept  suit 
with  it.  For  he  wore  a  blue  coat  (very 
badly  made,  with  gilt  buttons  and  lappets 
too  big  for  him),  a  waistcoat  of  dove-color- 
ed silk,  very  long,  coming  over  the  place 
where  his  stomach  should  have  been,  and 
white  plush  breeches,  made  while  he  was 
blockading  Boulogne  in  1801,  and  there- 
fore had  scarcely  any  flesh  upon  his  bones. 
Peace  having  fattened  him  a  little,  these 
breeches  had  tightened  upon  him  (as  their 
way  is  with  a  boy  having  six  weeks'  holi- 
day) ;  but  still  they  could  not  make  his 
legs  look  big,  though  they  showed  them 
sharp  and  muscular.  Below  them  were 
brisk  little  sinewy  calves  in  white  silk 
hose,  with  a  taper  descent  to  ankles  as  fine 
as  a  lady's,  and  insteps  bright  with  large 
silver  buckles.  Yet  that  which  surpassed 
a^ll  the  beauty  of  the  clothes  was  the  vigor 
of  the  mail  inside  them,  who  seemed  to 
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quicken  and  invigorate  the  whole,  even  to 
the  right  sleeve,  doubled  up  from  the  want 
of  any  arm  inside  it.  But  the  loss  of 
the  right  arm,  and  the  right  eye  also, 
seemed  to  be  of  no  account  to  the  former 
owner,  so  hard  did  he  work  with  the  resi- 
due of  his  body,  and  so  much  did  he  ex- 
press with  it. 

His  noble  cocked  hat  was  in  its  leathern 
box  yet,  for  he  was  only  just  come  from 
Merton;  but  the  broad  felt  he  wore  was 
looped  up  in  front,  and  displayed  all  the 
power  of  his  countenance,  or  rather  the 
vigor;  for  power  is  heavy,  and  his  face 
was  light  and  quickness.  Softness  also, 
and  a  melancholy  gift  of  dreaminess  and 
reflection,  enlarged  and  impressed  the  ef- 
fect of  a  gaze  and  a  smile  which  have  con- 
quered history. 

"Why  don't  'ee  speak  up  to  'un,  Cap'en 
Zeb  ?"  cried  young  Harry  Shanks,  of  the 
Peggy,  the  smartest  smack  next  to  the 
Rosalie.  ' '  Whoever  can  'a  be,  to  make 
thee  so  dumb  ?  Doth  'a  know  our  own 
business  afore  our  own  selves  ?  If  'ee  don't 
speak  up  to  'un,  Cap'en  Zeb,  I'll  never 
take  no  more  commands  from  thee." 

"Harry  Shanks,  you  was  always  a 
fool,  and  you  always  will  be,"  Master  Tug- 
well  replied,  with  his  deep  chest  voice, 
which  no  gale  of  wind  could  blow  away. 
"Whether  he  be  wrong  or  right — and  I 
won't  say  but  what  I  might  have  done  it 
better — none  but  a  fool  like  you  would 
dare  to  set  his  squeak  up  against  Admira- 
ble Lord  Nelson." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

AND   HER   FAITHFUL   CHAPLAIN. 

' '  I  AM  not  a  man  of  the  world,  but  a  man 
of  the  Word,"  said  Parson  Twemlow,  the 
Rector  of  Springhaven;  "and  I  shall  not 
feel  that  I  have  done  my  duty  unless  I 
stir  him  up  to-morrow.  His  valor  and 
glory  are  nothing  to  me,  nor  even  his  value 
to  the  country.  He  does  his  duty,  and  I 
shall  do  mine.  It  is  useless  to  talk  to  me, 
Maria;  I  never  shall  have  such  a  chance 
again." 

"Well,  dear,  you  know  best,"  replied 
Mrs.  Twemlow;  "and  duty  is  always  the 
highest  and  best  and  most  sacred  consid- 
eration. But  you  surely  should  remem- 
ber, for  Eliza's  sake,  that  we  never  shall 
dine  at  the  Hall  again." 

"I  don't  care  a  snap  for  their  dinners, 
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or  the  chance  of  Eliza  catching  some 
young  officer;  and  very  few  come  while 
this  peace  goes  on.  I  won't  shirk  my  duty 
for  any  of  that." 

"Nothing  would  ever  make  you  shirk 
your  duty,  Joshua.  And  I  hope  that  you 
know  me  too  well  to  suppose  that  I  ever 
would  dream  of  suggesting  it.  But  I  do 
want  to  see  you  a  Canon,  and  I  know  that 
he  begins  to  have  influence  in  the  Church, 
and  therefore  the  Church  is  not  at  all  the 
place  to  allude  to  his  i^rivate  affairs  in. 
And,  after  all,  what  dc»  we  know  about 
them  ?  It  does  seem  so  low  to  be  led  away 
by  gossip." 

"Maria,"  said  the  Rector,  severely  sor- 
ry, "I  must  beg  you  to  leave  me  to  my 
conscience.  I  shall  not  refer  to  his  ]iri- 
vate  affairs.  I  shall  put  leading  truths  in 
a  general  way,  and  let  him  make  the  home 
application." 

"  Put  the  cap  on  if  it  fits.  Very  well: 
you  will  injure  yourself,  and  do  no  one 
any  good.  Lord  Nelson  won't  know  it; 
he  is  too  simple-minded.  But  Admiral 
Darling  will  never  forgive  us  for  insulting 
him  while  he  is  staying  at  the  Hall." 

"Maria!  Well,  I  have  long  given  up 
all  attempts  at  reasoning  with  you.  If 
I  see  a  man  ^valking  into  a  furnace,  do  I 
insult  him  by  saying  beware  ?" 

"As  I  am  beyond  all  reason,  Joshua, 
it  is  far  above  me  to  understand  that. 
But  if  you  escape  insulting  him,  what  you 
do  is  far  worse,  and  quite  unlike  a  gentle- 
man. You  heap  a  whole  pile  of  insults 
upon  your  own  brother  clergymen." 

"  I  do  not  at  all  understand  you,  Maria: 
you  liy  off  in  such  a  way  from  one  thing 
to  another!" 

' '  Not  at  all.  Anybody  who  is  not  above 
paying  attention  must  understand  me. 
When  he  is  at  Merton  he  goes  to  church, 
and  his  Rector  is  bound  to  look  after  him. 
W^hen  he  is  at  sea,  he  has  his  Chaplain, 
who  preaches  whenever  the  weather  per- 
mits, and  dare  not  neglect  his  duties.  But 
the  strongest  point  of  all  is  this — his  very 
own  father  and  brother  are  clergymen, 
and  bound  to  do  their  best  for  him.  All 
these  you  insult,  and  in  so  many  words 
condemn  for  neglecting  their  duty,  be- 
cause you  are  unable  to  resist  the  pleasure 
of  a  stray  shot  at  a  celebrated  man  when 
he  comes  down  here  for  hospitality." 

"  My  dear,  you  have  put  the  matter  in 
a  new  light,"  said  the  Rev.  Joshua  Twem- 
low;  "I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  cast  a  slur  upon  any  brother  cler- 


gj^man.  But  it  is  a  sad  denial  to  me,  be- 
cause I  had  put  it  so  neatly,  and  a  line  of 
Latin  at  the  end  of  it." 

"Never  mind,  dear.  That  will  do  for 
some  one  else  who  deserves  it,  and  has  got 
no  influence.  And  if  you  could  only  put 
instead  of  it  one  of  your  beautifully  turned 
expressions  about  our  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  noble  defender  of  our  country — " 

"No,  no,  Maria !"  said  her  husband,  with 
a  smile;  "be  content  without  pushing 
your  victory  further  than  Nelson  himself 
would  push  it.  It  may  be  my  duty  to- 
spare  him,  but  I  will  not  fall  down  and 
worship  him." 

Joshua  Twemlow,  Bachelor  of  Divinity, 
was  not  very  likely  to  worship  anybody, 
nor  even  to  admire,  without  due  cause 
shown.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  learn- 
ed man,  any  more  than  he  made  any  oth- 
er pretense  which  he  could  not  justify. 
But  he  loved  a  bit  of  Latin,  Avhenever  he 
could  find  anybody  to  share  it  with  him, 
and  even  in  lack  of  intelligent  partners 
he  indulged  sometimes  in  that  utterance. 
This  was  a  grievance  to  the  Squire  of  the 
parish,  because  he  Avas  expected  to  enjoy 
at  ear-shot  that  which  had  passed  out  of 
the  other  ear  in  boyhood,  with  a  painful 
echo  behind  it.  But  the  Admiral  had  his 
revenge  by  passing  the  Rector's  bits  of 
Latin  on — when  he  could  remember  them 
— to  some  one  entitled  to  an  explanation, 
which  he,  with  a  pleasant  smile,  vouch- 
safed. This  is  one  of  the  many  benefits^ 
of  a  classical  education. 

But  what  are  such  little  tags,  compared 
with  the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  man  him- 
self ?  Parson  Twemlow  was  no  prig,  no- 
pedant,  and  no  x)opinjay,  but  a  sensible, 
upright,  honorable  man,  whose  chief  de- 
fect was  a  quick  temper.  In  parish  af- 
fairs he  loved  to  show  his  independence 
of  the  Hall,  and  having  a  stronger  will 
than  Admiral  Darling, he  mostly  conquer- 
ed him.  But  he  knew  very  well  how  far 
to  go,  and  never  pressed  the  supremacy 
of  the  Church  beyond  endurance. 

His  wife,  who  was  one  of  the  Carnes  of 
Carne  Castle,  some  few  miles  to  the  west- 
ward, encouraged  him  strongly  in  hold- 
ing his  own  when  the  Admiral  strove  to 
ovei'ride  him.  That  was  her  manner  of 
putting  the  case ;  while  Admiral  Darling 
would  rather  have  a  score  of  nightmares 
than  override  any  one.  But  the  Carnes 
were  a  falling  as  much  as  the  Darlings 
were  a  rising  family,  and  offense  comes 
down  the  hill  like  stones  dislodged  by  the 
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upward  traveller.  Mrs.  Twemlow  knew 
nothing-  she  disliked  so  much  as  any  form 
of  haughtiness ;  it  was  so  small,  so  petty, 
so  opposed  to  all  true  Christianity.  And 
this  made  her  think  that  the  Darlings 
were  always  endeavoring  to  patronize  her 
— a  thing  she  would  much  rather  die  than 
put  up  with. 

This  excellent  couple  had  allowed,  how- 
ever, their  only  son  Erie,  a  very  line 
young  man,  to  give  his  heart  entirely  to 
Faith  Darling,  the  Admiral's  eldest  daugh- 
ter, and  to  win  hers  to  an  equal  extent; 
and  instead  of  displaying  any  haughtiness, 
her  father  had  simply  said  :  ' '  Let  them 
wait  two  years ;  they  are  both  very  young, 
and  may  change  their  minds.  If  they 
keep  of  the  same  mind  for  two  years,  they 
are  welcome  to  one  another." 

For  a  kinder-hearted  man  than  Admi- 
ral Darling  never  saw  the  sun.  There 
was  nothing  about  him  wonderful  in  the 
way  of  genius,  heroism, large-mindedness, 
or  unselfishness.  But  people  liked  him 
much  better  than  if  he  combined  all  those 
vast  rarities;  because  he  was  lively,  ge- 
nial, simple,  easily  moved  to  wrath  or 
grief,  free-handed,  a  little  fond,  perhaps, 
of  quiet  and  confidential  brag,  and  very 
fond  of  gossip. 

"I  tell  you,"  he  said  to  Lord  Nelson 
now,  as  they  walked  down  the  hill  to  the 
church  together  that  lovely  Sunday 
morning,  "you  will  not  have  seen  a  finer 
sight  than  our  fishermen  in  church — I 
dare  say  never.  Of  course  they  don't  all 
go.  Nobody  could  expect  it.  But  as 
many  as  a  reasonable  man  could  desire 
come  there,  because  they  know  I  like  it. 
Twemlow  thinks  that  they  come  to  please 
him;  but  he  finds  a  mighty  difference  in 
his  congregation  when  I  and  my  daugh- 
ters are  out  of  the  parish.  But  if  he  goes 
away,  there  they  are  all  the  same,  or  per- 
haps even  more,  to  get  a  change  from  him. 
That  will  show  which  of  us  they  care 
about  pleasing." 

"  And  they  are  quite  right.  I  hate  the 
levelling  system,"  the  hero  of  the  Nile  re- 
plied. "A  man  should  go  to  church  to 
please  his  landlord,  not  to  please  the  par- 
son. Is  the  Chaplain  to  settle  how  many 
come  to  prayers  ?" 

"That  is  the  right  w^ay  to  look  at  the 
thing,"  said  the  larger-bodied  Admiral; 
"and  I  only  wish  Twemlow  could  have 
heard  you.  I  asked  him  to  dine  with  us 
yesterday,  as  you  know,  because  you 
would  have   done  him   so   much    good; 


but  he  sent  some  trumpery  excuse,  al- 
though his  wife  was  asked  to  come  with 
him.  She  stopped  him,  no  doubt ;  to  look 
big,  I  dare  say ;  as  if  they  could  dine  with 
a  Lord  Nelson  every  day !" 

"They  can  do  that  every  day,  when 
they  dine  with  a  man  who  has  done  his 
duty.  But  where  is  my  pretty  godchild 
Dolly  ?  Horatia  seems  too  long  for  you. 
What  a  long  name  they  gave  me !  It  may 
have  done  very  well  for  my  granduncle. 
But,  my  dear  Lingo,  look  sharp  for  your 
Dolly.  She  has  no  mother,  nor  even  a 
duenna — she  has  turned  her  off,  she  said 
yesterday.  Your  daughter  Faith  is  an 
angel,  but  Dolly — " 

"My  Dolly  is  a  little  devil,  I  suppose! 
You  always  found  out  everything.  What 
have  you  found  my  Dolly  at?  Perhaps 
she  got  it  at  her  baptism."  A  word 
against  his  pet  child  was  steel  upon  flint 
to  Admiral  Darling. 

"I  am  not  concerned  with  your  opin- 
ion," Lord  Nelson  answered,  loftily. 
"But  Horatia  Dorothy  Darling  is  my 
godchild  by  baptism,  and  you  will  find 
her  down  in  my  will  for  a  thousand 
pounds,  if  she  behaves  well,  and  if  it 
should  please  the  Lord  to  send  me  some 
of  the  prize-money  I  deserve." 

This  was  announced  in  such  a  manner, 
with  the  future  testator's  useful  eye  bear- 
ing brightly  on  his  comrade,  and  his 
cocked  hat  lifted  as  he  spoke  of  the  great 
Awarder  of  prizes,  that  no  one  able  to 
smile  could  help  a  friendly  and  simple 
smile  at  him.  So  Admiral  Darling  for- 
got his  wrath,  which  never  had  long 
memory,  and  scorning  even  to  look  round 
for  Dolly,  in  whom  he  felt  such  confi- 
dence, took  the  mighty  warrior  by  the 
good  arm  and  led  him  toward  the  peace- 
ful bells. 

"Hurry;  we  shall  be  late,"  he  said. 
"You  remember  when  we  called  you 
'Hurry,'  because  of  being  always  fore- 
most? But  they  know  better  than  to 
stop  the  bells  till  they  see  me  in  the 
church  porch.  Twemlow  wanted  to  up- 
set that,  for  the  parsons  want  to  upset  ev- 
erything. And  I  said :  '  Very  well ;  then  I 
shall  square  it  by  locking  the  gate  from 
your  shrubbery.  That  will  give  me  five 
minutes  to  come  down  the  hill.-  For  my 
grandfather  put  up  that  gate,  you  must 
know,  and  of  course  the  key  belongs  to 
me.  It  saves  Twemlow  a  cable's-length 
every  time,  and  the  parsons  go  to  church 
so  often  now,  he  would  have  to  make  at 
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least  another  knot  a  month.  So  the  bells 
g-o  on  as  they  used  to  do.  How  many 
bells  do  you  make  it.  Mr.  Nelson  ?" 

"Eight  bells,  sir,"  Lord  Nelson  replied, 
saluting  like  the  middy  in  charge  of  the 
watch.  And  at  this  little  turn  they  both 
laughed,  and  went  on,  with  memory  of 
ancient  days,  to  church. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OPINION,  MALE  AND  FEMALE. 

The  fine  young  parsons  of  the  present 
generation  are  too  fond  of  asking  us  why 
we  come  to  church,  and  assigning  fifty 
reasons  out  of  their  own  heads,  not  one  of 
which  is  to  our  credit  or  theirs;  whereas 
their  proper  business  is  to  cure  the  fish 
they  have  caught,  instead  of  asking  how 
they  caught  them.  Mr.  Twemlow  had 
sense  enough  for  this,  and  treated  the 
largest  congregation  he  had  ever  preach- 
ed to  as  if  they  were  come  for  the  good  of 
their  souls,  and  should  have  it,  in  spite 
of  Lord  Nelson.  But,  alas  I  their  bodies 
fared  not  so  well,  and  scarcely  a  man  got 
liis  Sunday  dinner  according  to  his  lik- 
ing. Never  a  woman  would  stay  by  the 
fire  for  the  sake  of  a  ten-pound  leg  of 
mutton,  and  the  baker  put  his  shutters  up 
at  half  past  ten  against  every  veal  pie 
and  every  loin  of  pork.  Because  in  the 
church  there  would  be  seen  this  day  (as 
the  se?'vants  at  the  Hall  told  every  one) 
the  man  whom  no  Englishman  could  be- 
hold without  pride,  and  no  Frenchman 
with  it — the  victor  of  the  Nile,  and  of 
Copenhagen,  and  countless  other  con- 
flicts. Knowing  that  he  would  be  stared 
at  well,  he  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and 
the  people  who  saw  him  were  so  proud 
of  the  sight  that  they  would  talk  of  it 
now  if  they  were  alive. 

But  those  who  Avere  not  there  would 
exhibit  more  confidence  than  conscience 
by  describing  every  item  of  his  raiment, 
which  verily  even  of  those  who  beheld  it 
none  could  do  well,  except  a  tailor  or  a 
woman.  Enough  that  he  shone  in  the 
light  of  the  sun  (which  came  through  a 
windowful  of  bull's-e^'es  upon  him,  and 
was  surprised  to  see  stars  by  daylight), 
but  the  glint  of  his  jewels  and  glow  of 
his  gold  diverted  no  eye  from  the  calm, 
sad  face  which  in  the  day  of  battle  could 
outflash  them  all.  That  sensitive,  mild, 
complaisant     face     (humble,     and     even 


homely  now,  with  scathe  and  icald  and 
the  lines  of  middle  age)  presented  itself 
as  a  great  surprise  to  the  many  who  came 
to  gaze  at  it.  With  its  child-like  sim- 
plicity and  latent  fire,  it  was  rather  the 
face  of  a  dreamer  and  poet  than  of  a  war- 
rior and  hero. 

Mrs.  Cheeseman,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cheese- 
man,  who  kept  the  main  shop  in  the  vil- 
lage, put  this  conclusion  into  l)etter  Eng- 
lish, when  Mrs.  Shanks  (Harry's  mother) 
came  on  Monday  to  buy  a  rasher  and  com- 
pare opinions. 

*'If  I  could  have  fetched  it  to  my 
mind,"  she  said,  ''that  Squire  Darling 
were  a  tarradiddle,  and  all  his  wenches 
Hal's — which  some  of  them  be,  and  no 
mistake — and  if  I  could  refuse  nn^  own 
eyes  about  gold- lace,  and  crown  jewels, 
and  arms  off,  happier  would  I  sleep  in  my 
bed,  ma'am,  every  night  the  Lord  seeth 
good  for  it.  I  would  sooner  have  found 
hoppers  in  the  best  ham  in  the  shop  than 
have  gone  to  church  so  to  delude  myself. 
But  there!  that  Cheeseman  would  make 
me  do  it.  I  did  believe  as  we  had  some- 
body fit  to  do  battle  for  us  against  Bone}', 
and  I  laughed  about  all  they  invasion 
and  scares.  But  now — win',  "a  can't  say 
bo  to  a  goose!  If  'a  was  to  come  and 
stand  this  moment  where  you  be  a-stand- 
ing,  and  say,  '  Mrs.  Cheeseman,  I  want  a 
fine  rasher,' not  a  bit  of  gristle  would  I 
trim  out,  nor  put  it  up  in  paper  for  him, 
as  I  do  for  you,  ma'am." 

And  Widow  Shanks  quite  agreed  with 
her. 

''Never  can  I  tell  you  what  my  feel- 
ings Avas,  Avhen  I  seed  him  a-standing  by 
the  monument,  ma'am.  But  I  said  to 
myself — '  why,  my  poor  John,  as  is  now 
in  heaven,  poor  fellow,  would  'a  took  you 
up  with  one  hand,  my  lord,  stars  and  gar- 
ters and  crowns  and  all,  and  put  you  into 
his  sow-west  pocket.'  And  so  he  could 
have  done,  Mrs.  Cheeseman.'' 

But  the  opinion  of  the  men  was  differ- 
ent, because  they  knew  a  bee  from  a  bull's 
foot. 

"He  may  not  be  so  very  big,"  they 
said,  "nor  so  outrageous  thunderin',  as 
the  missus  looked  out  for  from  what  she 
have  read.  They  always  goes  by  their 
own  opinions,  and  wrong  a  score  of  times 
out  of  twenty.  But  any  one  with  a  fork 
to  his  leg  can  see  the  sort  of  stuff  he  is 
made  of.  He  'tended  his  duty  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  wouldn't  look 
after  the  women  ;  but  he  kept  his  live  eye 
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upon  every  young  chap  as  were  fit  for  a 
man-of-war's-man — Dan  Tugwell  especial, 
and  young"  Harry  Shanks.  You  see  if  he 
don't  have  hoth  of  they  afore  ever  the 
war  conies  on  aj^ain  !" 

Conscious  of  firiing"  the  public  eye, 
with  the  privilege  of  being  upon  private 
view,  Lord  ^t^elson  had  faced  the  position 
without  flinching,  and  drawn  all  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  After  that  he  began  to 
make  reprisals,  according  to  his  manner, 
taking  no  trouble  to  regard  the  women — 
which  debarred  them  from  thinking  much 
of  him — but  settling  with  a  steady  gaze  at 
each  sea-faring  man,  whether  he  was  made 
of  good  stuff  or  of  pie-crust.  And  to  the 
credit  of  the  place  it  must  be  said  that  he 
found  very  little  of  that  soft  material,  but 
plenty  of  good  stuff,  slow,  perhaps,  and 
heavy,  but  needing  only  such  a  soul  as 
his  to  rouse  it. 

"What  a  fine  set  of  fellows  you  have 
in  your  village!"  he  said  to  Miss  Darling 
after  dinner,  as  she  sat  at  the  head  of  her 
father's  table,  for  the  Admiral  had  long 
been  a  widower.  "The  finest  I  have 
seen  on  the  south  coast  anywhere.  And 
they  look  as  if  they  had  been  under  some 
training.  I  supx)ose  your  father  had  most 
of  them  in  the  Fencihles^  last  summer?" 

"Not  one  of  them,"  Faith  answered, 
with  a  sweet  smile  of  pride.  "  They  have 
their  own  opinions,  and  nothing  will  dis- 
turb them.  Nobody  could  get  them  to 
believe  for  a  moment  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  invasion.  And  they  carried 
on  all  their  fishing  business  almost  as 
calmly  as  they  do  now.  For  that,  of 
course,  they  may  thank  you,  Lord  Nel- 
son ;  but  they  have  not  the  smallest  sense 
of  the  obligation." 

"I  am  used  to  that,  as  your  father 
knows;  but  more  among  the  noble  than 
the  simple.  For  the  best  thing  I  ever 
did  I  got  no  j^raise,  or  at  any  rate  very 
little.  As  to  the  Boulogne  affair,  Sj^ring- 
haven  Avas  quite  right.  There  was  never 
much  danger  of  invasion.  I  only  wish 
tVie  villains  would  have  tried  it.  Horatia, 
would  you  like  to  see  your  godfather  at 
work?  I  liope  not.  Young  ladies  sliould 
be  yjeaceful." 

"Then  I  am  not  peaceful  at  all,"  cried 
Dolly,  wPio  was  sitting  by  the  maimed 
side  of  her  "Flapfin,"as  her  young  bro- 
ther Johnny  had  nicknamed  him.  "Why, 
if  there  was  always  peace,  what  on  earth 
would  any  but  Ydry  low  i)eople  find  to 
do  ?     There  could  scarcely  be  an  admiral, 


or  a  general,  or  even  a  captain,  or — well, 
a  boy  to  beat  the  drums." 

"  But  no  drum  would  want  to  be  beat- 
en, Horatia,"  her  elder  sister  Faith  re- 
plied, with  the  superior  mind  of  twenty- 
one;  "and  the  admirals  and  the  generals 
would  have  to  be — " 

"Doctors,  or  clergymen,  or  something 
of  that  sort,  or  perhaps  even  worse— nas- 
ty lawyers."  Then  Dolly  (whose  name 
was  "Horatia"  only  in  presence  of  her 
great  godfather;  blushed,  as  befitted  the 
age  of  seventeen,  at  her  daring,  and  look- 
ed at  her  father. 

"That  last  cut  Avas  meant  for  me," 
Frank  Darling,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
explained  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
table.  "Your  lordship,  though  so  well 
known  to  us,  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
know  or  remember  all  the  little  particu- 
lars of  our  race.  We  are  four,  as  you 
know;  and  the  elder  two  are  X->ftaceful, 
Avhile  the  younger  pair  are  warlike.  And 
I  am  to  be  the  'nasty  lawyer,'  called  to 
the  bar  in  the  fullness  of  time — Avhich 
means  after  dining  sufficiently — to  the 
great  disgust  of  your  little  godchild, 
whose  desire  from  her  babyhood  has  been 
to  get  me  shot." 

"  Little^  indeed  I  What  a  word  to  use 
about  me  I  You  told  a  great  story.  But 
now  you'll  make  it  true." 

"To  wit — as  we  say  at  Lincoln's  Inn — 
she  has  not  longed  always  for  my  death 
in  battle,  but  henceforth  will  do  so;  but  I 
never  s?iall  afi'ord  her  that  gratification. 
I  shall  keejj  out  of  danger  as  zealously  as 
your  lordshiji  rushes  into  it." 

"Franky  going  on,  I  suppose,  with 
some  of  his  usual  nonsense,"  Admiral 
Darling,  who  was  rather  deaf,  called  out 
from  the  bottom  of  the  table.  "Nobody 
jjays  much  attention  to  him,  because  he 
does  not  mean  a  word  of  it.  He  belongs 
to  the  peace  —  peace — peace-at-any-price 
lot.  But  when  a  man  wanted  to  rob  him 
last  winter,  he  knocked  him  down,  and 
took  him  by  the  throat,  and  very  nearly 
killed  him." 

"That's  the  only  game  to  play,"  ex- 
claimed Lord  Nelson,  who  had  been  look- 
ijjg  at  Frank  Darling  with  undisguised 
disgust.  "My  young  friend,  you  are  not 
such  a  fool  after  all.  And  why  should 
you  try  to  ?je  one  ?" 

"My  brother,"  said  the  sweet-temxjered 
Faith,  "  never  tries  to  be  a  fool.  Lord  Nel- 
son; he  only  tries  to  be  a  jjoet." 

This  made  x>eople  laugh;  and  Nelson, 
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feclin;,'-  that  ho  liad  Ix'cn  riulo  to  :i  youth 
wlio  could  not  fairly  answtT  liiiu,  jumin^d 
from  his  chair  with  the  lijj^htncss  of  a  boy, 
and  went  round  to  Frank  DarlinJ,^  witli 
his  thin  fig-uro  leaning  forward,  and  his 
*fray  unpowdered  liair  tossed  about,  and 
upon  his  wrinkled  face  that  smile  which 
none  could  ever  I'esist,  bi*cause  it  was  so 
warm  and  yet  so  sad. 

"Shake  hands,  my  dear  youn^r  friend.' 
lie  cried,  "  thouj,^h  I  can  not  otl'erthe  rij.'-ht 
one.  I  was  wron;?  to  call  you  a  fool  l)e- 
cause  you  don't  look  at  things  as  I  do. 
Poets  are  almost  as  good  as  sailors,  and 
a  great  deal  better  than  sold  id's.     I  have 


felt  a  gift  tbat  way  myself,  and  turned 
out  some  very  tidy  lines.  But  I  lx*lieve 
they  were  mainly  al)out  myself,  and  I 
never  had  time  to  go  on  with  them." 

Such  little  touches  of  simplicity  and 
kindness,  fi*om  a  man  who  never  knew 
the  fear  of  men,  helped  largely  to  ])roduce 
that  love  of  Nelson  which  England  felt, 
and  will  always  feel. 

**My  lord,''  replied  the  young  man, 
bending  low  —  for  he  was  half  a  cubit 
higher  than  the  mighty  cai)tain — '*it  is 
good  for  the  world  that  you  have  no  right 
arm,  when  you  disarm  it  so  with  your 
left  one." 


KINCi   AUTiiri:. 

"Xot  a  ILobc  jStorp. 
Ty  the  .\rTiiou  uf  "John  Halifax.  Gentleman." 


C'lr.xrTKPv  I. 

IT^ULLV  l\\  only  yeains  before  tlie  gnnil  St. 
Gothard  tunnel  was  made  or  thought 
of,  when  Andermatt  was  still  the  favorite 
resting-place  of  travellers  i)assing  from 
Switzerland  into  Italy,  and  vic(>  versa,  a 
group  of  lialf  a  dozen  persons  sat  round 
the  table  dhote  of  the  principal  hotel 
there,  eating  their  rather  meagre  dinner. 
For  it  was  early  in  June,  and  tlie  stnam  of 
regular  tourists  had  not  yet  begun  to  How. 
Not  at  any  season  do  travellers  pause 
long  here,  the  valk\v  of  Uri  being  consid- 
ered by  pleasure-seekers  in  general  a  rath- 
er dull  place.  Perhaps;  and  yet  it  has  its 
charms.  It  is  a  higli  level  i)lateau,  sol- 
emn and  still,  in  the  heart  of  the  Alps. 
Through  it  comes  pouring  down  the  wild 
river  Reuss,  and  up  from  it  climb  three 
desolate  mountain  roads,  leading  to  three 
well-known  passes— the  St.  Gothard,  the 
Furca,  and  the  Oberalp. 

The  valley  itself  is  smooth  and  green, 
tliough  too  high  above  the  level  of  the 
sea  to  be  very  fertile.  Little  corn  is  grown 
there,  and  the  trees  are  few  and  small; 
but  the  pasturage  during  the  brief  sum- 
mer— only  three  montlis  — is  abundant, 
and  extending  far  up  the  mountain-sides. 
Every  yard  of  available  land  is  cultivated, 
and  the  ground  is  ''parseme'  (to  use  a 
French  woixl  for  which  there  is  no  Eng- 
lish equivalent)  with  that  mass  of  wild 
ilowei-s  which  makes  Switzerland  in  June 
a  perfect  garden  wherever  you  turn  your 
eyes. 


But  the.se  and  all  other  beauties  of  the 
])lace  were  invisible  to  the  travellei*s,  for  a 
dense  while  mist  liad  suddenly  come  down 
and  blotted  out  everything. 

"To-day  would  have  been  worse  even 
than  yesterday  for  those  young  fellows  to 
have  cros.sed  the  St.  Gothard  from  Italy, 
as  they  told  me  they  did,"  said  one  of  the 
three  quiet  English-speaking  guests  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  looking  across  at  the 
three  voluble  Italians  at  the  foot  of  it. 

"Scarcely  more  detestable  weather  tliau 
when  we  crossed,  doctor.  My  wife  has 
taken  all  these  five  days  to  get  over  it, 
and  is  hardly  well  yet." 

"Oh  yes,  dear,"  said  the  lady — the  only 
lady  at  table — small  and  ordinary  in  ap- 
pearance, but  with  a  soft  voice  and  sweet 
eyes,  which  continually  .sought  her  hus- 
band's. He  was  tall,  thin,  and  .serious:  in 
fact,  had  taken  the  head  of  the  table  and 
.said  grace  in  unmistakable  clerical  fash- 
ion. He  looked  the  very  picture  of  an 
English  clergyman,  and  she  of  a  clergy- 
man's wife.  One  seemed  about  forty,  the 
other  fifty,  years  old. 

The  third  traveller,  addressed  as  "doc- 
tor,'' was  not  English,  though  he  spoke 
our  language  with  a  far  better  ])ronuncia- 
tion  than  most  of  us  do.  But  he  spoke  it 
with  a  slight  nasal  twang,  said  to  be  in- 
evitable, in  con.sequence  of  climate,  with 
our  transatlantic  cousins.  Also  he  had  a 
gaunt,  lean,  dried-up  appearance;  but  his 
long  bony  limbs  were  agile  and  strong, 
and  his  brown  face  was  both  shrewd  and 
kindlv.  full   of   humor,  vet   at   the  same 
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time   full   of  tenderness,  with   no   small 
amount  of  capacity  as  well. 

"  My  dear  Mrs.  Trevena,  I  guess  we  had 
the  devil's  own  weather  (begg-ing*  your 
pardon)  that  day  we  crossed  from  Italy. 
When  the  snows  begin  to  melt,  the  Pass 
is  worse  and  more  dangerous  than  in  the 
middle  of  winter.  And  in  addition  we 
had  that  soaking  rain.  I  am  sure  I  was 
drenched  to  the  skin  for  eight  mortal 
hours.  Medically  speaking,  I  wonder  any 
one  of  us,  especially  the  women,  came 
through  the  journey  alive.  But  you  say 
you're  all  right  now,  ma'am  ?" 

"Oh  yes,"  answered  Mrs. Trevena,  smil- 
ing. She  seemed  a  person  so  accustomed 
to  be  "not  strong"  that  she  preferred  to 
smile  at  illness,  and  make  as  light  of  it  as 
possible.  "I  only  hope  the  other  two 
women — the  only  women  who  were  in  the 
■sledges  besides  myself — came  off  as  easily. 
I  suppose  they  went  on  at  once,  for  I  have 
not  seen  them  in  the  hotel  since.  Have 
you,  Dr.  Franklin  ?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  doctor.  He  was  not  a 
man  of  many  words. 

' '  Are  they  here  still,  do  you  know  ?" 

"Yes,"  he  answered  again,  with  still 
greater  abruptness  and  brevity. 

"I  wish  I  had  known  it,  and  I  would 
have  inquired  how  they  were.  I  felt  so 
;sorry  for  the  lady — she  was  certainly  a 
lady,  though  she  was  shabbily  dressed, 
and  so  muffled  up  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  see  her  face.  The  old  mulatto  wo- 
man, who  seemed  her  maid,  was  very  anx- 
ious over  her.  They  had  not  half  wraps 
enough,  yet  when  I  offered  her  a  rug  she 
refused  it  with  a  mere  shake  of  the  head. 
She  couldn't  be  English,  or,  hearing  me 
speak,  she  would  surely  have  spoken." 

"  No— not  English." 

"  What  was  she,  then  ?     German  ?" 

"American.  My  dear  lady,  you  will 
not  find  two  mouthfuls  on  that  poulet. 
It  looks  more  like  an  overgrown  sparrow; 
really  the  food  here  is  abominable." 

"No  wonder,"  said  the  clergyman, 
mildly.  "I  believe  they  have  to  carry 
up  nearly  everything  from  the  valleys  be- 
low— several  thousand  feet.  Nothing  will 
g'row  here,  not  even  the  chickens.  What 
■a  place  Andermatt  must  be  to  live  at  in 
winter !" 

' '  Yet  they  do  live  here.  Madame  told 
me  to-day,  so  far  as  I  could  understand 
her  English — I  wish  I  spoke  better  French, 
Austin ! — that  they  keep  the  hotel  open  all 
winter.     Her  elder  children  go  to  school 


at  Lucerne,  but  the  two  little  boys  learn 
from  the  pasteur  here.  They  go  to  him 
every  day  in  a  sledge,  drawn  by  Juno,  the 
huge  St.  Bernard  who  is  always  lying  at 
the  hotel  door." 

"Listen  to  her!"  said  the  grave  clergy- 
man, turning  upon  the  little  sweet-faced 
woman  an  affectionate  look.  "I  do /be- 
lieve if  my  wife  were  dropped  down  in 
the  wilds  of  Africa,  within  three  days  she 
would  have  made  friends  with  all  the 
blackamoors,  big  and  little — especially  the 
little  ones — have  found  out  all  their  af- 
fairs, and  been  made  the  confidante  of  all 
their  sorrows." 

"In  the  language  of  signs— as  now," 
laughed  Mrs.  Trevena. 

"Never  mind,  ma'am;  you  manage 
somehow.  Madame's  poor  little  boy  with 
the  broken  leg  and  his  German  bonne  look 
out  for  your  daily  visit  with  great  excite- 
ment. I  guess  they'll  miss  you  when  you 
go  away." 

"And  I  shall  miss  Andermatt.  I  like 
the  place;  it  is  so  quiet,  so  utterly  out  of 
the  world.  And  the  hotel  people  are  so 
simple  and  good.  I  seem  to  know  all 
about  everybody." 

"Do  you,  ma'am  ?"  said  the  doctor,  with 
a  sharp,  questioning  look,  which  fell  harm- 
less on  the  innocent  face;  then,  appar- 
ently satisfied,  he  added,  "How  valuable 
your  wife  must  be  in  your  parish  at  home, 
Mr.  Trevena!" 

"Invaluable — except  that  it  is  so  small 
a  parish.  But  we  hope  for  a  better  living 
by-and-by.  We  have  been  hoping  all  our 
lives,"  added  he,  with  a  slight  sigh. 

' '  But  we  do  sometimes  get  what  we 
hope  for,  Austin,"  said  his  wife.  "You 
can  not  think.  Dr.  Franklin,  how  he  has 
enjoyed  his  three  months'  chaplaincy  at 
the  Italian  lakes — such  a  lovely  spring! 
and  we  are  going  back  to  a  second  spring, 
or  rather  summer,  in  England.  We  live 
in  the  country — in  Cornwall." 

' '  A  region  which,  very  likely,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin never  heard  of;  but  we  think  a  great 
deal  of  it,  being  both  of  us  Cornish  born," 
said  Mr.  Trevena.  He  was  a  little  slow  in 
speech  and  formal  in  manner,  this  old- 
fashioned  English  gentleman;  and  the 
quick,  keen,  energetic  American  regarded 
him.  with  the  interest  of  a  student  of  hu- 
man nature  who  had  discovered  a  new 
phase  thereof.  They  were  very  different, 
but  both  being  rarely  honest  and  good 
men,  they  had  fallen  into  a  sort  of  liking, 
and  during  the  six  days  they  had  been 
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weather-bound  at  Audermatt  had  become 
tolerably  intimate.  ^ 

Their  not  too  luxurious  meal  over,  the 
three  English-speaking-  inmates  of  the  ho- 
tel still  sat  on  at  the  table  dlwte,  compar- 
atively silent — at  least  when  contrasted 
with  the  voluble  young  Italians  below. 

''What  can  they  be  talking  about,  so 
fast  and  furious,  almost  as  if  the^^  were 
going  to  fight  ?''  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  some- 
what amused,  while  her  husband  looked 
annoyed,  as  a  Briton  often  does  at  any- 
thing foreign  which  he  does  not  under- 
stand. But  the  more  cosmopolite  Amer- 
ican only  laughed.  He  had  travelled 
through  many  lands  on  both  sides  the 
ocean;  he  spoke  at  least  three  Continent- 
al tongues,  and  had  been  a  great  help  in 
that  and  other  ways  to  the  English  par- 
son, who  knew  no  modern  language  but 
his  own. 

"Why  can  not  people  converse  without 
gesticulating  like  savages,  and  looking  as 
if  they  were  about  to  tear  one  another  to 
pieces?"  observed  he,  in  some  irritation. 

"Not  at  all,"  laughed  the  Kentuckian. 
"They  are  the  best  of  friends.  Two  of 
them  belong  to  the  Teatro  at  Milan,  sent 
in  pursuit  of  a  singer  there,  who  has 
broken  her  engagement,  and  gone  off,  it 
is  supposed,  to  London  or  Paris  in  search 
of  a  better  one.  They  don't  think  her 
flight  implies  anything  worse  than  love 
of  money;  they  say  the  signora  had  no 
lovers — only  a  husband,  and  i^erhaps  a 
bad  one." 

' '  Poor  lady !"  said  Mrs.  Trevena.  ' '  But 
if  she  were  a  real  lady  she  would  never  be 
an  opera-singer.  What  a  dreadful  life  it 
must  be  I" 

The  doctor  laughed  in  his  dry  way — he 
was  more  of  a  laughing  than  a  Aveeping 
philosopher,  and  of  practical  rather  than 
sentimental  mind  —  then  looked  at  his 
watch.  "Excuse  me;  I  have  a  visit  to 
pay  this  evening." 

"Is  it  to  Madame's  little  boy  with  the 
broken  leg  ?  Then  I  will  go  first,  just  for 
a  minute,  and  leave  some  pictures  to 
amuse  him,  poor  little  patient  soul  I" 

"That  is  just  like  my  wife,"  said  Mr. 
Trevena,  looking  after  her  Avith  a  smile 
that  ended  in  a  sigh. 

"Mrs.  Trevena  seems  uncommonly  fond 
of  children.  Perhaps  she  has  left  some 
behind  her  at  home  ?  I'm  a  family  man 
myself,  and  after  two  years  in  Europe  I 
sha'n't  be  sorry  to  see  those  ten  little 
shavers  of  mine  in  Kentuckv." 


"Ten,  have  you  ?  We  have  none.  We 
had  one,  but  it  only  lived  a  few  hours. 
My  wife  has  never  quite  got  over  the  dis- 
appointment, and  it  was  to  give  her  a  to- 
tal change  for  mind  and  body  that  I  ac- 
cepted the  chaplaincy  abroad.  We  liave 
only  been  married  three  years,  though  we 
waited  for  fifteen,"  added  the  good  man, 
with  the  faintest  shade  of  a  blush  on  his 
calm,  middle-aged  face.  "I  was  a  fellow 
of  my  college,  and  at  last  I  got  a  college 
living — rather  a  poor  one.  But  we  are 
very  happy,  my  wife  and  I,  We  shall  at 
least  end  our  days  together." 

"  Phew  I''  said  the  American,  repressing" 
a  low  whistle,  while  his  kindly  eyes  took 
a  curiously  soft  expression  as  the}'  rested 
on  his  comi)anion.  He  had  a  fairly  hap- 
py life  himself,  and  his  "ten  little  shavers" 
were  obviously  very  dear  to  him.  "She's 
a  good  woman,  your  wife,"  continued  he, 
bluntly.  "  So  is  mine.  I'd  lay  you  a  dol- 
lar against  ten  cents  you'll  not  find  such 
a  mother  anywhere  as  Mrs.  Franklin.  I 
wish  all  women  were  like  our  two,  sir." 

"I  liope  many  women  are,"  answered 
the  mild  clergyman,  adding,  anxiously, 
"  Do  not  speak  to  Mrs.  Trev^ena  of  what  I 
told  you — her  lost  child.  It  is  a  sore  place 
in  her  heart  still ;  never  likely  to  be  healed. 
But  we  have  made  up  our  minds  to  be  con- 
tent,and  we  are  content.   God  knows  best." 

"  I  suppose  so." 

"I  am  sure  so,  and  I  am  a  much  older 
man  than  you.  Isn't  it  strange,"  contin- 
ued the  clergyman,  laying  his  hand  kind- 
ly on  the  doctor's  arm,  "that  you  and  I 
should  have  talked  of  this  and  many  other 
things— we  who  never  met  before,  and  in 
all  probability  shall  never  meet  again  ?" 

"Perhaps  for  that  ver}^  reason;  I  have 
often  found  it  so.  People  tell  me  things 
that  they  wouldn't  tell  their  most  intimate 
friends.  You  have  no  idea  the  odd  secrets 
and  odd  people  that  I  have  come  across 
during  my  life.  By  Jove!  what  a  bother 
it  is  sometimes !  But  I  beg  your  pardon ; 
I  was  thinking  of  something  else— some- 
thing not  too  agreeable.  And  now  I  must 
go  to  my  patient,  who  is  not,  as  your  wife 
imagined,  the  little  broken  -  legged  boy. 
However,  in  our  profession  we  learn  one 
good  thing — to  hold  our  tongues.  Good- 
night, sir." 

"Good-night,  doctor.  You'll  drive  up 
to  Hospenthal  with  us,  as  my  wife  wishes, 
if  it  is  a  fine  day  to-morrow,  and  your  pa- 
tient can  spare  you  ?" 

"Oh    yes— yes.       She—"      Here    Dr. 
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Franklin  set  his  lips  together  and  clinched 
his  fist,  as  if  to  beat  himself  for  nearly  let- 
ting- a  cat  jump  out  of  the  bag.  ' '  Certain- 
ly— certainly.     Good-evening." 

He  left  the  room  by  one  door  just  as 
Mrs.  Trevena  entered  by  another.  Her 
husband  greeted  her  with  a  smile — the 
welcoming  smile  of  those  who  have  been 
necessary  to  one  another  for  years,  who 
never  weary  of  each  other's  company,  be- 
cause it  scarcely  is  company — the  two  hav- 
ing so  grown  together  in  all  their  tastes 
and  habits  that  they  feel  like  one.  If  the 
little  life  that  had  come,  and  then 
"unto  stillness  passed  again, 
And  left  a  blank,  unknown  before," 

had  been  a  loss  to  them,  it  had  undoubt- 
edly but 

"made  them  love  the  more." 

That  is,  if  more  were  possible.  But  the 
more  or  the  less  with  regard  to  love  is 
a  question  that  chiefly  troubles  younger 
folk.  The  old  accept  it — only  too  thank- 
fully— and  cease  to  investigate  it  or  to 
weigh  and  measure  it  any  more  than  their 
daily  sunshine  or  the  air  they  breathe. 

"The  mist  has  lifted,  Austin,  and  there 
is  promise  of  a  good  sunset — as  much  as 
the  mountains  will  let  us  see  of  it ;  and 
a  full  moon  will  soon  be  creeping  over 
those  white  peaks  opposite.  Hark ! — there 
are  the  bells  of  the  cattle  coming  home. 
Are  you  ready  for  a  walk,  dear  ?" 

"Quite  ready,  Susannah." 

"Shall  we  go  to  the  Devil's  Bridge — or 
up  toward  Hospenthal  ?  No,  for  we  shall 
be  driving  that  way  to-morrow.  I  should 
like  to  get  as  far  up  as  the  Hospice,  and 
be  close  under  the  eternal  snows  once 
again — see  them  in  sunshine  and  calm, 
instead  of  such  a  deluge  of  rain  as  the  day 
we  crossed  from  Airolo." 

"I  wonder  it  did  not  give  you  your 
death  of  cold,  my  poor  wife." 

"Those  other  two  women,  the  old  and 
the  young  one,  were  worse  off  than  I,  for 
they  had  nobody  to  take  care  of  them" — 
and  she  patted  softly  her  husband's 
shoulder.  ' '  I  felt  so  sorry  for  them !  I 
have  often  thought  of  them  since." 

' '  You  think  of  everybody,  Susannah — 
except  yourself.  Come  along,  and  as  we 
go  you  can  tell  me  what  you  think  about 
one  thing — our  getting  back  as  fast  as  we 
can  to  England." 

"Very  well,  dear." 

Somehow,  though  she  was  mild-faced, 
quiet,  and  small,  and  he  was  big  and  hale 
— even  young-looking  for   his   years— it 


was  evident  the  good  clergyman  leaned 
upon  his  wife  not  a  little.  And  there  was 
that  in  Mrs.  Trevena's  sweet  composure 
which  implied,  not  the  perpetual  acquies- 
cence, feeble  and  flaccid,  which  some  men 
think  would  be  so  delightful  to  have — 
until  they  get  it— but  an  amount  of  dor- 
mant force  invaluable  in  the  mistress  of  a 
household.  She  is  no  "perfect  woman'^ 
who  is  not  at  the  same  time 

"nobly  planned 
To  warn,  to  comfort,  and  command" ; 

and  gentle  as  Mrs.  Trevena  looked,  a  keen 
observer  could  detect  in  her  firm  little 
mouth  and  quiet  silent  ways  indications 
of  strength  and  decision  which  doubtless 
would  prove  the  greatest  possible  blessing 
to  the  Reverend  Austin.  Not  that  "the 
gray  mare  was  the  better  horse,"  for  he 
looked — and  was — the  most  excellent  of 
men  and  clergymen ;  but  it  was  in  many 
things  the  more  useful  horse,  which  fact 
often  makes  a  pair  run  all  the  safer  to- 
gether. Austin  Trevena,  a  student  and  a 
bookworm  all  his  days,  would  have  been 
practically  "nowhere"  in  the  busy  world 
but  for  his  wife,  who  loved  him  perhaps 
all  the  dearer  for  his  very  weaknesses. 
His  strength,  which  lay  in  his  brains,  and 
in  a  moral  nature  of  such  high  chivalric 
honor  that  he  would  have  gone  to  the 
stake  without  a  murmur  or  a  doubt,  she 
more  than  loved,  she  worshipped.  It  had 
cost  her  some  pangs  and  a  good  many  long 
lonely  years,  but  she  worshipped  it  still. 

Enough,  however,  of  these  two,  who  had 
been  such  a  deep  interest  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
in  his  capacity  of  student  of  human  nature, 
that  he  had  staid  on  at  Andermatt  chiefly 
because  they  staid.  Also  for  another  rea- 
son, which,  with  the  reticence  due  to  his 
profession,  he  did  not  name.  When  they 
met  him  going  out,  and  asked  him  to  ac- 
company them  in  their  evening  saunter 
to  the  Devil's  Bridge,  he  shook  his  head. 

"I've  got  a  Devil's  Bridge  of  my  own 
to  cross,  and  I  wish  to  Heaven  I  knew  how 
to  manage  it,"  said  he.  "  Good-evening. 
I'll  see  you  at  breakfast  to-morrow." 

"  And  go  with  us  up  to  the  Hospice  ?" 

"  If  I  can .     Au  revoir. ' ' 

"  He  looks  anxious  and  troubled  about 
something,"  observed  Mrs.  Trevena,  when 
the  placid  pair  went  on  their  way,  stop- 
ping sometimes  to  watch  the  twilight  col- 
ors on  the  mountains,  and  listen  to  the 
tinkle  of  the  cattle  bells,  as,  one  after  the 
other,  whole  herds  of  the  lovely  little 
Swiss  cows  crept  musically  home. 
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''I  suspect,  my  dear,  that,  like  another 
person  I  know,  tlie  good  doctor  often 
troubles  himself  with  the  troubles  of  oth- 
er people.  He  told  me  he  had  a  patient 
here— not  your  little  sick  boy— possibly 
some  case  of  serious  illness." 

"I  never  heard  of  any,  and  I  tliink  I 
should  have  heard.  Madame  and  I  have 
grown  to  be  very  good  friends.'' 

"But  Madame  is  a  shrewd  woman, who 
probably  knows  how  to  keep  her  own 
counsel,  and  not  drive  away  her  very  few 
customers  by  rumors  of  sickness  or  death 
in  the  house." 

' '  Death  in  the  house  ?  You  don't  think 
that,  Austin  ?    If  I  could  be  of  any  use—" 

"You  are  of  most  use  to  me,  Susannah, 
by  not  wearing  yourself  out  over  other 
folk;  so  don't  put  on  that  poor  little  anx- 
ious face,  but  let  us  enjoy  our  walk.  We, 
thank  Heaven !  have  nobody  but  our  two 
selves  to  be  anxious  over." 

"No,"  answered  his  wife,  softly.  But 
whether  she  thanked  Heaven — Heaven 
only  knew.  It  was  one  of  those  uncon- 
scious stabs  which  even  the  dearest  some- 
times give;  and  which  Heaven  only  can 
heal. 

So  they  strolled  on,  sometimes  talking, 
sometimes  silent,  in  that  happy  compan- 
ionship— just  "one  and  one"  —  without 
need  of  "a  shadow}^  third,''  which  is  the 
solace  of  many  childless  couples,  and 
which,  so  long  as  it  steers  clear  of  that 
fatal  dual  selfishness  which  is  the  bane  of 
conjugal  life,  is  a  most  enviable  and  de- 
sirable thing. 

They  saw  the  sun  set,  the  moon  rise — 
at  least  by  reflection ;  for  the  actual  sunset 
and  moonrise  were  of  course  invisible 
behind  the  mountains  ;  and  then  they 
watched  the  stars  come  out  like  jewels  in 
the  great  blue  arch  which  seemed  to  rest 
on  the  high  peaks  of  the  St.  Gothard 
range,  white  with  eternal  snow.  When 
they  returned,  night  had  already  fallen: 
a  glimmering  light  up  at  Hospenthal,  and 
another  which  burned  steadily  on  till 
morning  in  the  Andermatt  Hotel  below, 
alone  testified  to  the  presence  of  any  hu- 
man existence  in  the  silent  valley. 

Next  day,  at  the  table  dliote  breakfast, 
the  English  and  American  travellers  alone 
remained ;  the  Italians  had  vanished.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.Trevena  looked  placid  and  whole- 
some— as  usual — in  mind  and  body;  but 
Dr.  Franklin  seemed  tired  and  worried,  or, 
as  he  expressed  it,  "seedy,"  as  if  he  had 
been  up  all  night — which  he  owned  he  had. 


"But  why  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Trevena.  and 
then  drew  back  and  blushed  for  the  in- 
trusive question. 

"Work,  my  dear  lady — a  doctor's  work 
never  ends.  But  now  I  mean  to  take  a 
few  hours'  play.  What  time  shall  we 
start  ?  We  can  drive  uj)  as  far  as  the  eter- 
nal snow  and  down  again  before  dark  V 

"Easily." 

"  All  right,  then.  I'm  your  man.  Off 
we  go.    I'll  halve  the  carriage  with  you." 

"Certainly  not;  we  shall  be  glad  of 
your  company,"  said  the  English  clergy- 
man, with  stately  dignitj^,  and  despite  his 
wife's  rather  pathetic  look,  which  con- 
vinced the  honest,  warm-hearted  Ameri- 
can that  "halving  the  carriage"  was  a 
matter  of  importance  to  them,  Mr.  Tre- 
vena held  to  his  pointy  and  Dr.  Franklin 
was  obliged  to  j'ield. 

They  started.  It  was  one  of  those  gor- 
geous days — all  blueness  and  whiteness, 
and  flooded  with  dazzling,  cloudless  sun- 
shine—  which  in  Switzerland  come  as 
such  a  strange  contrast  to  the  daj^s  of 
mist  and  storm.  The  three  friends,  so 
lately  strangers,  found  themselves  ascend- 
ing cheerily  the  mountain,  past  the  tiny 
village  of  Hospenthal  and  the  glacier  of 
St.  Anna,  crossing  the  wild  river  Reuss, 
which  came  pouring  down  the  desolate 
valley,  and  watching  how  the  vegeta- 
tion, at  first  bright  as  the  colors  of  a  ka- 
leidoscope with  masses  of  lovely  un- 
known flowers,  gradually  dwindled, 
ceased,  until  the  gray  of  the  huge  bowl- 
ders, the  intense  blue  of  the  skj',  and  the 
dazzling  whiteness  of  the  mountain  slopes 
were  the  only  colors  left.  The  road  be- 
came steeper  and  steeper,  and  occasional- 
ly was  fenced  on  either  side  by  huge  walls 
of  unmelted,  and  apparently  never  to  be 
melted,  snow. 

"You  had  better  put  on  your  blue  veil, 
Mrs.  Trevena,  and  here  is  a  pair  of  blue 
spectacles  for  your  husband:  I  wouldn't 
sacrifice  my  eyes  for  the  grandest  snow- 
landscape  in  the  world.  Nor  my  meals. 
But  I  see  you  have  provided  against 
mountain  hunger.  Is  that  another  fine 
fat — sparrow  ?" 

She  laughed,  as  people  do  whose  hearts 
are  full;  then  said,  with  tears  in  her  eyes: 
' '  How  beautiful  all  is !  My  whole  life 
through  I  have  longed  to  come  here,  and 
now  I  am  here — we  are  here  together, 
Austin.     We  should  be  very  thankful." 

"I  think  we  are,  Susannah,"  the  cler- 
gyman  said,   in    his    grave  tender  Avay. 
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And  then  the  two  men— so  very  different 
outside,  and  yet  with  a  certain  sympa- 
thetic union  at  heart — sat  down  on  either 
side  the  little  woman,  on  what  they  call- 
ed a  "comfortable"  stone,  just  below  the 
shining  wall  of  snow,  forty  feet  high, 
which  reflected  the  rays  of  the  sun  so  as 
to  be  oppressively  warm. 

"  Isn't  it  curious,  Mrs.  Trevena,  though 
we  sit  under  a  wall  of  snow,  w^e  are  almost 
'  baked  alive'  ?— as  my  little  monkeys  in. 
Kentucky  would  say."  And  stretching 
out  his  hand,  he  washed  down  the  leg  of 
chicken  with  a  mouthful  of  snow,  declar- 
ing it  Avas  "not  bad  drink  after  all." 

"Does  this  huge  white  wall  never 
melt  ?" 

"Never  entirely,  ma'am"  (his  invaria- 
ble "ma'am"  and  "sir"  were  so  anti- 
English).  "We  are  just  on  the  verge  of 
the  snow-line — perpetual  snow.  And  yet, 
just  look  at  that  patch  of  blue  gentian — 
isn't  it  lovely  ?  Are  you  a  botanist,  Mr. 
Trevena  ?" 

"Oh  no,  but  my  Avife  is.  At  least  she 
has  what  I  call  a.  speaking  acquaintance 
with  almost  every  flower  that  grows. 
She  knows  their  separate  faces  as  well  as 
those  of  the  babies  of  our  parish — which 
seem  to  me  all  alike." 

"Not  a  bit  alike,  when  you  are  a  w^o- 
man,  and  love  them,"  said  the  wife,  smil- 
ing. 

"  You  seem  very  fond  of  children,  Mrs. 
Trevena." 

"Yes,"  she  answered,  quietly — so  quiet- 
ly that  the  good  doctor,  feeling  as  if  he 
could  have  bitten  his  tongue  off  for  the 
remark,  rose  and  proposed  a  saunter  a  lit- 
tle higher  up  the  mountain. 

"Decidedly.  And  my  wife  can  rest 
here.  She  never  minds  being  alone.  I 
tell  her  it  is  because  she  finds  her  own 
company  so  pleasant ;  and  no  wonder  I" 
added  he,  with  affectionate  courtesy. 

"She's  a  trump,"  said  the  American, 
rough,  candid,  and  kindly,  as  they  walked 
aw^ay. 

When  they  were  out  of  sight  and  hear- 
ing of  Mrs.  Trevena,  he  suddenly  stopped, 
and  stuck  his  stick  violently  into  a  fast- 
melting  mass  of  snow^. 

"It's  no  use,  sir;  I  can't  stand  it  any 
longer.     I  must  tell  somebody." 

' '  Tell  what  ?"  said  the  placid  clergyman, 
very  much  surprised. 

"  Something  which  I  have  been  expect- 
ing your  wife  would  find  out  every  day, 
but  she  has  not  done  so.    Madame  has  kept 


the  secret  well.  I  have  often  wished  I 
could  tell  it  to  Mrs.  Trevena,  who  has  such 
capital  common-sense  and  right  feeling — 
womanly  feeling.  Some  women  seem  as 
if  they  had  none  at  all;  the  fashionable 
life,  or  the  public  life — Lord  knows  which, 
for  I  don't! — has  taken  all  ordinary  flesli 
and  blood  out  of  them.  It  does  some- 
times." 

Mr.  Trevena  listened  to  this  tirade  with 
a  perplexity  which  his  politeness  vainly 
tried  to  hide.  "  If  there  is  anything  you 
would  like  to  confide  in  me  —  anything 
wherein  I  could  be  of  use — according  to 
my  sacred  profession — " 

"Mine  has  its  sacredness  too,  if  people 
only  knew  it.  Many  a  troublesome  secret 
have  I  kept;  but  this  one — I  can't  keep  it 
— I  won't  keep  it ;  for,  in  a  sense,  it's  like 
conniving  at  a  murder.  Tlie  massacre  of 
the  innocents,  I  call  it — and  so  I  told  the 
woman." 

"What  woman?"  asked  Mr.  Trevena, 
now  thoroughly  aroused  and  uneasy — so 
uneasy  that  he  looked  instinctively  back 
at  the  little  dark  figure  sitting  motionless 
under  the  snow  wall,  his  wife,  with  whom 
he  was  accustomed  to  halve  alibis  anxieties. 

"No;  don't  tell  her  —  not  till  we  get 
back  to  the  hotel.  You  may  then;  for, 
after  all,  she  will  understand  it  better  than 
you,  or  than  any  man  among  us  all." 

And  then  he  detailed  how  his  mysteri- 
ous patient,  on  whose  account  he  had  liu- 
gered  these  five  days  at  Andermatt,  was  a 
lady — the  lady  with  the  mulatto  servant 
who  had  crossed  the  St.  Gothard  the  same 
day  as  themselves,  and  that  very  night 
had  suddenly  given  birth  to  a  child,  with 
no  help  except  the  old  woman,  and  no 
preparation  for  her  infant  except  a  few 
clothes  borrowed  from  the  kind  landlady 
of  the  hotel,  who,  at  the  mother's  urgent 
entreaty,  had  kept  the  event  a  secret  from 
everj^body. 

"But  she  insisted  on  fetching  me,  as  I 
spoke  their  language— both  the  black  and 
the  white  woman  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
American  born.  I  told  them  in  good  plain 
English  that  they  were  both  fools,  or  worse, 
to  have  attempted  such  a  journey.  It  was 
a  miracle  that  the  mother  and  child  sur- 
vived— the  child  nearly  was  dead— and 
when  I  told  her  it  lived,  her  first  word  was 
that  she  was  '  very  sorry.'  A  mother  in- 
deed! A  brute!  No  — any  brute  beast 
would  have  been  more  of  a  mother." 

"Perhaps,"  suggested  Mr.  Trevena,  with 
a  faint,  old-bachelor-like  blush—"  perhaps 
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she  had  some  very  strong  reason  for  wish- 
ing- it  dead." 

"Illegitimacy,  you  mean?"  interrupted 
the  point-blank  doctor.  "No;  I  believe 
not.  She  had  a  Avedding  ring  on  her  fin- 
ger, and  in  her  delirium  she  talked  of  '  my 
goose  of  a  husband,'  and  '  my  horrid  little 
brats  at  home.'  Therefore  I  conclude  she 
has  both  a  home  and  a  husband.  Though 
why  she  should  have  gone  wandering 
about  the  world  in  this  insane  manner  is 
more  than  I  can  tell.  Both  she  and  her 
servant  are  absolutely  silent." 

"About  how  old  is  she  ?" 

' '  Just  under  forty,  I  should  say.  Very 
handsome  still — in  a  sort  of  way.  Has 
had  four  children,  but  declares  she  '  hated 
every  one  of  them  the  minute  they  were 
born.'  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  wo- 
man ?" 

Mr.  Trevena  shook  his  head  helplessly. 
"Well,  my  dear  doctor,  what  can  I  do? 
Would  you  like  me,  in  my  clerical  caj^a- 
city,  to  pay  her  a  visit  ?" 

"Bless  my  life!  no.  She  would  laugh 
you  to  scorn ;  she  laughs  at  everything  se- 
rious, except  when  she  gets  into  her  tra- 
gedy fits,  when  she  rants  for  all  the  world 
like  a  play-actor — or  actress." 

"Perhaps  she  is  an  actress." 

' '  May  be ;  I  never  thought  of  that.  But 
I  have  not  thought  much  about  lier,  except 
as  a  'case,'  till  to-day.  It  was  hard  work 
to  keep  her  alive  at  all — or  the  baby  either 
— for  she  refused  to  suckle  it.  She  said 
she  wanted  it  to  die ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  a  blessed  old  Nanny-goat  of  Madame's, 
she'd  Lave  had  her  wish  by  this  time.  Now 
I  think  he'll  do,  for  he  is  quite  healthy; 
and  such  a  fine,  fat  little  fellow.  Many  a 
one  of  your  childless  English  dukes — your 
'  noble  families'  that  dwindle  down  to  no- 
thing and  die  out — would  give  his  eyes  for 
such  a  son  and  heir." 

"A  strange  story,"  said  Mr.  Trevena, 
thoughtfully.  "May  I  tell  my  wife? 
She  would  be  so  much  interested." 

"Yes;  and  ask  her  to  advise  me:  a  wo- 
man— that  is,  a  sensible  woman — often 
leaps  by  instinct  to  the  right,  when  a  man 
with  his  long-headed  wisdom  goes  swith- 
ering  to  and  fro  till  he  finds  himself 
quite  at  sea,  as  I  own  I  am.  That  horri- 
ble creature  !  What  do  you  think  she 
asked  of  me  last  night  ? — To  take  away 
her  child  and  leave  it  at  tlie  nearest  found- 
ling hospital,  or  by  the  road-side,  if  I  chose, 
for  some  charitable  soul  to  pick  it  up! 
She  doesn't  care  what  becomes  of  it,  so 


tliat  she  gets  rid  of  it.  She  would  sell  it, 
she  declares,  for  she  wants  money  badly, 
only  a  baby  is  a  drug  in  the  market— a 
commodity  no  one  cares  to  buy." 

"  Wliat  a  wretch!— oh  dear!  oh  dear!" 
murmured  the  liorrified  and  perplexed 
clergyman.      "Surely  she  must  be  mad." 

"Not  at  all;  she  is  as  sane  as  I  am,  a 
capable,  clever,  healthy  woman.  She 
must  have  a  constitution  of  iron  to  have 
struggled  through  these  few  days ;  and  she 
is  doing  very  well  now.  She  talks  of  con- 
tinuing her  journey  immediately." 

"Where  to  ?     Has  she  no  friends  ?" 

"None,  she  declares,  except  her  '  fool  of 
a  husband,'  whom  she  left  six  months  ago, 
and  has  scarcely  heard  of  since.  She  re- 
fuses to  give  her  name  or  address.  So 
what  can  I  do  ?  She  is  my  country-wo- 
man, and,  after  all,  a  woman, or  I  would  do 
nothing  at  all.  She  expects  me  to  give 
lier  an  ans\ver  to-night." 

"About  what?" 

"About  the  foundling  hospital.  There 
are  such  in  Switzerland,  I  know;  but  I 
can't  present  myself  there  with  an  un- 
known new-born  baby  in  my  arms — a  de- 
cent father  of  a  family  like  me.  And  if  I 
leave  the  child  with  its  mother,  very  like- 
ly she'll  murder  it,  or  neglect  it  till  it  dies, 
which  is  as  bad  as  murder." 

"But  there  is  the  mulatto  woman;  she 
may  have  a  heart  in  her  bosom  if  the  mo- 
ther has  none." 

' '  My  dear  sir,  had  you  lived  as  long  as 
I  have  in  our  Southern  States  you  would 
know  that  our  niggers  have  big  hearts, 
but  mighty  little  heads,  and  no  consciences 
to  speak  of.  If  that  woman  told  her  serv- 
ant, who  is  a  paid  slave,  to  lie  down  and 
be  walked  upon,  she'd  do  it;  and  if  she 
bade  her  throw  the  child  on  the  back  of 
the  fire,  she'll  do  it  also.  I'm  only  too 
glad  she  hasn't  done  it  already,  when  it 
began  to  cry — it  has  cried  incessantly 
ever  since  it  was  born,  and  no  wonder." 

"Poor  little  soul!"  said  Mr.  Trevena, 
roused  into  unwonted  interest.  He  had 
lived  so  long  the  life  of  a  bachelor  and  a 
bookworm  that  he  rarely  troubled  him- 
self much  about  external  things — human 
things — but  left  all  that  to  his  wife.  "I 
think  we  had  better  tell  Mrs.  Trevena :  she 
will  be  sure  to  know  what  you  ought  to  do. " 

"Yes;  but  not  yet.  Don't  spoil  her 
pleasure.  Look !  I  am  sure  she  is  enjoy- 
ing herself." 

"My  wife  has  the  faculty  of  enjoying 
everything." 
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And  indeed  it  seemed  so,  though  just 
now  her  enjoyment  was  no  wonder.  Few 
<iould  have  seen  unmoved  those  great 
fields  of  snow,  rising  upward  into  gigantic 
peaks,  white  as  no  fuller  on  earth  could 
whiten  them — like  the  robes  of  the  right- 
eous described  in  Revelations.  The  whole 
scene,  in  its  silence, grandeur,  and  dazzling 
brightness,  was  liker  heaven  than  earth. 
One's  petty  mortal  life,  with  its  trivial 
cares  and  foolish  joys,  sank,  dwarfed  into 
nothingness,  before  the  majesty  of  those 
everlasting  hills  covered  with  perpetual 
snow.  It  was  the  nearest  image  w^e  can 
imagine,  in  this  poor  changing  earth,  of 
that  Eternity  from  whence  we  came  and 
into  which  we  go. 

She  sat  gazing  with  an  expression  full 
of  peace,  though  the  traces  of  tears  were 
on  her  cheeks,  so  rapt  that  she  never  no- 
ticed the  approach  of  the  two  men. 

"  Look  at  her !"  said  the  American,  with 
honest  admiration  written  on  his  shrewd 
brown  face.  " B.y  George!  how  pretty 
she  must  have  been  when,  she  was  young !" 

"  She  is  pretty  now — at  least  to  me,"  re- 
plied the  Englishman,  with  dignity.  ' '  My 
dear  Susannah,  are  you  rested  ?  Is  it  not 
time  we  were  going  home  ?" 

"  '  Going  to  hum,'  as  we  say — or  as  you 
English  say  that  we  say — often  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing,"  observed  Dr.  Franklin,  try- 
ing hard  to  recover  his  equanimity  and 
good-humor. 

' '  Which  means  going  to  our  hotel ;  not 
a  bad  substitute  for  home.  Madame  is 
very  kind.  But  oh!  Austin,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  again  really  '  at  home !'  We 
must  try  to  move  on  to-morrow.  So 
adieu — forever,  most  likely — you  beauti- 
ful San  Gottardo !" 

Smiling  she  rose,  collected  the  frag- 
ments of  lunch — "They  will  do  for  those 
little  lads  who  were  selling  edelweiss  and 
alpenrosen  beyond  Hospenthal"  —  and 
joined  her  companions  in  the  carriage. 

Both  Mr.  Trevena  and  Dr.  Franklin  were 
very  silent  on  the  homeward  road;  but 
Mrs.  Trevena  talked  and  smiled  rather 
more  than  usual  to  make  up  for  it.  And 
they  acquiesced  in,  or  at  any  rate  did  not 
oppose,  her  plan  of  going  down  the  next 
day  to  Fluelen,  and  thence  on  to  Lucerne. 

"So  this  will  be  our  last  night  in  the 
XJrseren  Thai ;  for,  if  you  go  back  to  Amer- 
ica, as  you  intend,  doctor,  we  are  none  of 
us  ever  likely  to  be  at  Andermatt  again." 

"I  earnestly  hope  I  never  may  be,"  said 
Dr.  Franklin,  as,  reaching  the   hotel,  he 


looked  at  his  watch.  "Half  an  hour  past 
my  time.  Well,  it  doesn't  matter — only 
— what  a  hullabaloo  she'll  make!  You'll 
remember,  sir?  And  I'll  see  you  again 
at  the  table  d^hote — after  you  have  told 
your  wife." 

"Told  me  what?" 

"You  needn't  be  alarmed,  ma'am.  Take 
a  quiet  evening  walk — lucky,  comfortable 
couple  that  you  are! — and  your  husband 
will  explain  it.  Bless  us — what  a  sunset ! 
Why  did  Heaven  make  the  outside  world 
so  beautiful,  and  the  people  in  it  so — 
But  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mrs.  Trevena.  Not 
all  people — not  all." 

He  took  off  his  hat  to  her  with  rough 
respect,  and  disappeared  toward  a  small 
dependance^  only  used  when  the  hotel  was 
full,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Up  that  road,  shortly  afterward,  the 
English  couple  might  have  been  seen 
strolling,  arm  in  arm,  sometimes  even 
hand  in  hand,  for  those  long-divided  years 
had  made  them  almost  child-like  in  their 
wedded  happiness  now.  They  cast  a 
glance  at  the  dependance  as  they  passed, 
but  nothing  was  visible;  so  they  slowly 
disappeared  along  the  level  road  toward 
that  wonderful  Devil's  Bridge,  the  chief 
sight  of  Andermatt,  whence  they  did  not 
return  till  the  table  d'hote  dinner  had  al- 
ready begun. 

It  was  a  long  walk,  and  a  momentous 
one — perhaps  the  most  momentous  they 
had  ever  taken  in  all  their  placid  lives. 
When  he  met  them  at  the  dinner  table, 
Dr.  Franklin  was  quite  sure  Mr.  Trevena 
had  told  his  wife  everything.  She  was 
very  silent — even  for  her;  she  ate  little; 
and  between  the  many  courses  by  which 
Swiss  hotels  so  cleverly  contrive  to  make 
a  palatable  something  out  of  almost  no- 
thing, she  fell  into  long  reveries.  Still, 
there  was  a  new  brightness — a  pleasure 
amounting  to  rapture — in  her  eyes,  which 
made  her  look  quite  young,  and  fairly 
startled  the  good  doctor. 

Dinner  over,  she  drew  him  aside.  ' '  My 
husband  has  given  me  your  message.  I 
hardly  know  what  to  advise.  But,  first, 
may  I  go  and  see  that  poor  woman  ?" 

"  'Poor'  woman  indeed!  and  you  want 
to  go  and  see  her?  I  knew  it!— just  like 
you  !  But,  my  dear  madam,  you  can't. 
She  is  madder— or  badder— than  ever. 
All  her  talk  is  how  to  get  rid  of  the  child. 
My  impression  is,  if  you  went  to  see  her, 
she  would  shut  the  door  in  your  face." 

' '  Try,  nevertheless.     I  might  do  some- 
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thing — say  something.  We  are  both  wo- 
men,and" — with  a  quiver  of  the  lips — "mo- 
thers—at least  I  have  been  a  mother.  Per- 
haps, poor  thing  !  herheadisalittle  wrong." 

"Not  a  bit  of  it,  unless  we  adopt  the 
theory,  which  some  of  my  profession  have 
started,  that  all  badness  is  madness — a 
very  comfortable  doctrine,  and  then  no- 
body need  be  punished  for  anything. 
But,  ma'am,  if  there  is  a  thing  true  in  this 
world  it  is  that  text,  'Be  sure  your  sin 
will  find  you  out.'  As  I  told  her  only  to- 
night, you  can't  go  against  Nature  but 
Nature  will  have  her  revenge  some  day. 
However,  that's  no  affair  of  mine." 

"Perhaps  not;  yet  let  us  try.  Go  and 
ask  her  if  she  will  see  me." 

"Very  well,  ma'am." 

During  his  absence  Mrs.  Trevena  sat 
alone — at  least  practically  so,  for  her  hus- 
band, according  to  old  habit,  had  taken  a 
book  out  of  his  pocket  and  become  ab- 
sorbed therein.  Susannah,  who  did  not 
read  very  much,  was  content  to  watch  the 
great  white  mountains  melting  away  in 
the  twilight,  and  think — and  think. 

' '  It's  no  use !"  said  Dr.  Franklin,  re- 
turning. "I  believe  she  is  mad — quite 
mad.  She  will  see  nobody.  She  says  the 
best  kindness  anybody  could  show  her 
would  be  to  take  away  the  child;  that 
children  have  been  her  bane  and  nuisance 
all  her  life,  and  she  wants  no  more  of 
them.  When  I  suggested  that  He  who 
sent  them  might  require  them  at  her  hand, 
she  laughed  in  my  face.  I  think  she  be- 
lieves in  neither  God  nor  devil." 

"Poor  soul!  Could  you  not  find  out 
her  friends  ?" 

"I  wish  I  could,  but  I  have  not  the 
slightest  clew.  I  can  get  nothing  out  of 
her,  or  her  servant  either,  except  that  she 
has  been  living  for  six  months  in  Italy." 

Mrs.  Trevena  thought  a  minute.  "Do 
you  think  it  possible  she  may  be  the  Ital- 
ian prima  donna  who  ran  away  from  Mil- 
an ?  To  an  actress  or  singer,  children 
might  be  a  hinderance — if  she  had  no  mo- 
therly heart." 

"Yes — yes,"  said  the  doctor,  medita- 
ting. "You  women  are  twice  as  sharp 
as  we.  But  she  is  American.  Still,  she 
may  have  passed  under  an  Italian  name. 
She  declares  no  power  on  earth  shall  make 
her  confess  her  own," 

"Poor  soul  !"  said  Susannah  again. 
"She  has  husband,  children,  home,  and 
she  hates  and  flies  from  them  all.  How 
much  she  is  to  be  pitied !" 


"Pitied!*'  cried  the  doctor,  almost  an- 
grily. "Mrs.  Trevena,  I  tliink  you  would 
speak  a  good  word  for  the  devil  himself! 
And  truly,  if  there  ever  was  a  she-devil, 
it's  that  woman.  I  Avonder  what  Mrs. 
Franklin  would  say  to  her!  But  I  know 
what  she'd  do— she'd  take  home  the  little 
one,  and  I  should  have  eleven  young 
shavers  to  bring  up  instead  of  ten.  She'd 
make  me  adopt  it — as  we  can  and  often  do 
in  America." 

Mrs.  Trevena  did  not  answer  at  first; 
then  she  said,  gently,  "Since  I  can  not  see 
the  mother,  do  you  think  you  could  man- 
age for  me  to  see  the  baby?'' 

This  was  not  quite  easy,  for  Madame, 
with  a  creditable  dread  of  scandal  in  her 
hotel,  had  managed  so  cleverly  that  no  one 
but  herself  and  the  American  doctor  even 
knew  of  the  existence  of  the  hapless,  un- 
welcome babe.  And  only  after  nightfall, 
when  the  inmates  had  all  retired,  would 
she  consent  that  it  should  be  brought  for 
a  minute  or  two  to  the  door  of  the  depen- 
dance,  wrapped  in  a  shawl,  and  carried  in 
Dr.  Franklin's  arms.  Mrs.  Trevena  took 
it  softly  in  hers,  and  pressed  to  her  bosom 
the  tiny  red,  puckered  face. 

"  It  is  a  boy,  3'ou  say  ?  Mine  was  a  boy 
too.  He  lived  just  six  hours."  It  was  only 
a  murmur,  but  the  kind-hearted  Kentuck- 
ian  heard  it — and  understood. 

"It's  a  fine  child,  ma'am;  healthy  and 
strong.  No,  it  won't  wake.  Its  mother 
has  given  it  some  sleeping  stuff ;  she  will 
do  this,  though  I  tell  her  she  might  as  well 
give  it  poison.  She'll  kill  it  some  day,  if 
it  isn't  taken  away  from  her.  She  says 
new-born  brats  don't  matter;  they're  only 
half  alive.  You  might  drown  them  like 
kittens,  and  no  harm  done." 

Mrs.  Trevena  did  not  answer — i^erhaps 
scarcely  heard.  Evidently  her  heart  was 
full.  She  pressed  her  cheek,  her  lips,  with 
more  than  tenderness — passion — to  the  lit- 
tle sleeping  face. 

"If  mine  had  only  lived!  I  had  him 
but  six  hours,  and  yet — I  can  never  forget 
him."  And  then  either  her  tears,  now 
fast  falling,  or  the  unsteady  hold  of  her 
trembling  hands,  woke  the  child,  who  gave 
a  little  cry — that  helpless  infant  wail,  to 
some  women  so  irritating,  to  others  the 
unfailing  key  which  unlocks  every  corner 
of  the  true  motherly  heart. 

"I  must  take  it  back,"  said  Dr.  Frank- 
lin. 

"  Oh,  no,  no ;  let  me  have  it  for  just  five 
minutes  more — for  the  night,  perhaps.   I'll 
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take  care  of  it.  Any  woman  of  common- 
sense  can  manage  a  baby.  Let  me  have 
it,  doctor." 

"I  can't,"  replied  the  doctor,  gravely. 
"Ma'am,  you  forget.  What  would  Mr. 
Trevena  say  ?" 

Mrs.  Trevena  resisted  no  more.  She  re- 
signed the  child,  and  then  stood  with  her 
empty  hands  tightly  folded,  and  her  eyes, 
tearless  now,  fixed  on  the  stars,  which, 
treading  their  silent  courses,  seejned  so  far 
away  from  human  cravings  and  human 
woes.  Perhaps  she  saw  them,  perhaps 
not,  but  there  was  a  light  in  her  eyes  as 
bright  as  stars. 

She  said  not  a  word  but  "Good-night 
and  thank  you"  to  Dr.  Franklin,  when, 
having  taken  her  across  the  road  to  the 
hotel,  he  left  her  at  her  own  room  door ; 
with  a  hearty  grip  of  the  hand — for  he 
too,  honest  man,  had  been  not  unmoved. 

' '  Poor  little  brat !  I  wonder  what  will 
be  the  end  of  it?  Well,  I  guess  the  Lord 
sometimes  makes  things  mighty  u.nlevel 
in  this  world  of  ours.  Perhaps  He  does 
it  that  we  may  try  to  put  them  straight 
ourselves.  We  often  can — if  we  see  our 
way.  Whew!  I  wish  the  Lord  would 
help  me  to  see  mine  !" 

And  the  good  fellow — who  had  a  habit 
of  referring  to  ' '  the  Lord"  pretty  frequent- 
ly, not  with  any  irreverence,  but  in  a  fash- 
ion rather  startling  to  British  ears — went 
off  to  his  bed  whistling,  and  slept  the  sleep 
of  the  contented  and  the  just. 

So  did  Mr.  Trevena;  in  fact,  his  wife 
found  him  asleep  when  she  came  in,  and 
did  not  waken  him.  But  she  herself  lay 
awake  till  dawn. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Next  morning  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevena 
sat  over  their  early  cafe  by  their  bed- 
room fire — welcome  even  in  June  at  An- 
dermatt — a  comfortable  couple,  placid  and 
loving,  for,  before  returning  to  his  book, 
he  stooped  and  kissed  her  affectionately. 

"You'll  be  busy  over  your  packing, 
my  dear,  for  we  really  will  start  to-mor- 
row, if  I  get  the  letters  and  some  money 
to-day.  Dr.  Franklin  will  share  our  car- 
riage to  Fluelen:  he  can  surely  leave  his 
patient  now.  By-the-bye,  did  you  see  the 
baby  last  night  ?" 

"Yes;"  and  coming  closer,  she  laid  her 
hand  on  her  husband's  arm,  and  her  head 
on  his  shoulder.  ' '  Can  you  give  me  a 
few  minutes,  Austin,  my  dear?" 


"A  hundred,  if  you  like,  my  darling. 
Is  it  to  speak  about  the  journey  ?  Well, 
we  shall  soon  be  safe  at  home;  and  oh, 
how  glad  we  shall  be !" 

"Very  glad.  But  —  it  is  an  empty 
home  to  come  back  to." 

' '  How  do  you  mean  ?  Oh  yes — I  see ! 
My  poor  Susannah!  You  should  not 
have  gone  and  looked  at  that  baby." 

He  spoke  very  tenderly — more  so  than 
might  have  been  expected  from  his  usual- 
ly formal  and  absent  manner.  She  gave 
one  little  sob,  then  choked  it  down,  put 
her  arms  round  his  neck,  and  kissed  him 
several  times.  An  outsider  might  have 
smiled  at  the  caresses  of  these  two  elder- 
ly people,  but  love  never  grows  old,  and 
they  had  loved  one  another  all  their  lives. 

' '  Don't  mind  my  crying,  Austin.  In- 
deed, I  am  happy,  quite  happy.  Yester- 
day, when  I  sat  under  the  wall  of  snow, 
and  looked  at  the  beautiful  sights  all 
round  me,  I  thought  how  thankful  I 
ought  to  be,  how  contented  with  my  lot, 
how  blessed  in  my  home  and  my  hus- 
band. And  I  ceased  to  be  angry  with  God 
for  having  taken  away  my  baby." 

"Poor  Susannah ! — poor  Susannah !" 

' '  No,  rich  Susannah !  And  so  I  deter- 
mined to  grieve  no  more;  to  try  and  be 
happy  without  a  child.     But  now — " 

"  Well,  my  darling  ?" 

"  Austin,  I  think  God  sometimes  teach- 
es us  to  renounce  a  thing,  and  when  we- 
have  quite  renounced  it,  gives  it  back  to 
us  in  some  other  way." 

"What  do  you  mean ?" 

She  tried  to  speak,  failed  more  than 
once,  and  then  said,  softly  and  solemnly: 
"I  believe  God  has  sent  that  child,  whom 
its  mother  does  not  care  for,  to  me — to  us. 
Will  you  let  me  have  it  ?" 

Intense  astonishment  and  bewilderment 
were  written  on  every  line  of  Mr.  Tre- 
vena's  grave  countenance.  ' '  God  bless 
my  soul!  Susannah,  what  can  you  be 
thinking  of  ?" 

"I  have  been  thinking  of  this  and  no- 
thing else  ever  since  you  told  me  what 
Dr.  Franklin  told  you.  From  that  min- 
ute I  felt  the  child  was  meant  for  me.  Its- 
mother  throws  it  away ;  she  does  not  care- 
a  straw  for  it;  whilst  I — oh,  Austin,  you 
don't  know ! — you  don't  know !" 

She  pressed  her  hands  upon  her  child- 
less breast  as  if  to  smother  down  some- 
thing that  was  almost  agony. 

"No,  my  dear,"  Mr.  Trevena  answered,, 
•dryly;    "I   can't   be  expected  to   know. 
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And  if  YOU  were  not  such  a  very  sensible 
woman,  I  should  say  that  you  don't  know 
either.  How  can  respectable  old  folk  like 
us  encumber  ourselves  with  a  baby  —  a 
waif  and  a  stray  —  a  poor  little  creature 
that  we  know  nothino^  on  earth  about  ?"' 

"But  God  does,"  she  answered,  solemn- 
ly. "Listen,  Austin.  When  I  was  a 
very  little  girl  I  picked  up  a  bit  of  sweet- 
william —  trodden  under  foot  and  nearly 
dead.  My  playfellows  laughed  at  me, 
and  said  it  would  never  grow;  but  I 
planted  it,  and  it  did  grow ;  it  grew  into 
the  finest  root  in  my  garden.  An  omen, 
I  think;  for  I  have  done  the  same  thing 
several  times  afterward  in  the  course  of 
my  life,  and — my  sweet-williams  always 
grew.     Let  me  try  one  more." 

"  My  dear,  you  would  coax  a  bird  off  a 
bush.  But  what  on  earth  do  you  want  to 
do  ?  To  buy  a  baby  ?  The  woman  will 
not  give  it;  she  wished  to  sell  it,  you 
know.  Twenty  pounds  is  her  price.  I 
really  haven't  that  much  about  me.'' 

"Don't  jest,  dear.''  And  when  he  saw 
the  expression  of  his  wife's  face,  Mr.  Tr6- 
vena  felt  it  was  no  jesting  matter.  He 
had  ever  been  a  man  of  one  idea,  or  rath- 
er of  two  ideas — his  books  and  his  Susan- 
nah: every  corner  of  his  heart  was  filled 
up  by  either  the  one  or  the  other.  Per- 
haps he  had  felt  a  natural  pang  when  his 
hope  of  fatherhood  was  quenched,  but  the 
regret  soon  died  out,  and  his  life  became 
complete  as  before.  Love  of  offspring  is 
with  men  more  a  pride  than  an  affection 
— at  least,  till  the  children  are  intelligent 
human  beings.  The  passionate  craving 
which  made  the  Hebrew  mother  cry, 
"Give  me  children  or  else  I  die,"  is  to 
them  absolutely  unknown.  Nor,  as  a  rule, 
does  a  man  take  much  interest  in  any 
children  not  his  own.  But  with  a  woman 
it  is  different. 

Susannah  sat  down,  for  she  was  trem- 
bling too  much  to  stand.  Austin  saw  it, 
and  his  heart  melted. 

"Come,  don't  fret,  my  love,  and  we  will 
consider  the  matter.  But — think  of  the 
trouble  a  baby  would  be." 

"I  will  take  it  upon  m3\self.  I  know  I 
can." 

"Then,  again,  our  income  is  so  small — 
too  small  to  bring  up  and  provide  for  a 
child." 

"We  should  have  had  to  do  it  for  our 
own,  had  he  lived." 

"  Then — there  is  my  brother  Hal." 

Mrs.  Trevena's  sweet  face  hardened  a  lit- 


tle— it  could  not  but  harden.  This  scamp 
of  an  elder  brother  had  been  to  the  young- 
er one  a  torment,  a  disgrace,  ever  since 
their  college  days;  also  a  ceaseless  drain, 
hindering  his  prospects  and  delaying  his 
marriage.  Family  ]iride — it  scarcely  could 
be  called  family  affection — had  prevented 
the  good  clergyman  from  throwing  off 
this  horrible  incubus,  until  he  got  a  living 
and  married  his  Susannah,  whose  strength 
had  in  some  degree  counteracted  his  weak- 
ness, taught  him  to  say  No,  and  proved  to 
him  that  to  sustain  a  bad  man  in  his  bad- 
ness, even  though  he  be  your  own  flesh 
and  blood,  is  not  a  virtue,  but  a  weakness. 

"I  thought  we  had  done  with  Hal  when 
you  paid  his  passage  out  to  Australia." 

"Ay,  but  he  may  come  back  again — he 
often  does,"  said  the  husband,  with  a 
weary  look.  "He  has  turned  up,  you 
know,  from  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to 
worry  me  as  much  as  ever.*' 

"But  that  was  when  you  had  not  me 
beside  you.      Now — " 

"I  know — I  know.  Would  that  I  had 
had  you  beside  me  yeai^  ago!' 

As  perhaps,  but  for  Hal,  and  a  certain 
weakness,  not  seldom  combined  with  an 
affectionate  nature,  he  might  have  had. 
But  his  wife  said  nothing,  except  to  notice 
that  Dr.  Franklin  was  walking  outside. 

"Shall  we  call  him  in  and  speak  to 
him?" 

"About  the  baby?  Have  you  so  set 
your  heart  upon  it,  Susannah  ?  Am  not 
I  enough  for  you  ?  Would  you  be  like 
Hannah,  the  wife  of  Elkanah  ?" 

"Hannah  prayed,  and  God  sent  her  her 
little  Samuel.  Who  knows  but  that  He 
may  in  His  own  mysterious  way  have 
sent  me  mine?" 

She  spoke  in  a  whisper  —  solemn  and 
tender.  Her  voice  was  so  entreating,  her 
expression  so  rapt — as  if  she  saw  farther 
than  any  but  herself  could  see — that  the 
good,  kind  husband  resisted  no  more. 
Though  he  did  not  always  understand  her, 
he  had  an  instinct  that  whatever  his  Su- 
sannah did  was  sure  to  be  right.  It  was 
always  difficult  to  him  to  say  No  to  any- 
body, but  to  say  No  to  her  was  quite  be- 
yond his  power. 

"Well,  well,  we  will  at  least  consider 
the  matter.  Let  us  do  as  you  say — call  in 
Dr.  Franklin  and  talk  it  over." 

The  talk  lasted  a  long  time,  without 
eliciting  any  new  facts  or  coming  to  any 
satisfactory  conclusion.  Dr.  Franklin  was 
less  surprised  at  Mrs.  Trevena's  Quixotic 
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idea,  as  her  liusband  called  it.  than  an 
Englishman  would  have  been  :  he  said  the 
adoption  of  children  was  a  not  uncommon 
tliiDg  in  America. 

''Indeed,  I  have  often  advised  it  as  an 
absolute  duty  to  rich  and  childless  people. 
who  wished  to  make  themselves  happy 
with  young  life  about  them,  and  avoid  a 
selfish,  useless  old  age.  A  child  in  the 
house  helps  to  educate  everybody  in  it. 
Not  tliat  Mrs.  Trevena  needs  much  educa- 
tion." added  he.  with  blunt  courtesy,  "but 
it  would  make  her  happy  and  do  her  good  : 
and.  as  the  Bible  says,  slie  would  'save  a 
soul  alive.'  " 

"  AVhat  1  save  a  child  by  taking  it  from 
its  parents  i  Tliat  is  not  according  to  the 
Bible. ""  answered  the  perplexed  clergyman. 

"I  am  sorry  to  say.  sir.  that  there  are 
lots  of  children  in  this  world  who  can 
only  be  saved  by  taking  them  from  their 
parents.  This  poor  little  wretch  is  one. 
He  is  a  fine,  healthy,  perfect  child :  splen- 
did physiological  and  phrenological  de- 
velopments :  might  make  a  grand  fellow  if 
anybody  could  x^rotect  him  from  the  wo- 
man that  bore  him.  who  doesn't  deserve 
the  blessing  of  a  child.  Tour  wife  does.  I 
think  withher — that  the  Lord  sent  it  to  her." 

Mrs.  Trevena  lifted  up  to  him  gratefitl 
eyes,  but  said  nothing. 

'*  It  seems  so  ridicttlous.  and  yet  so  hor- 
rible—the idea  of  bttying  a  child."  said  Mr. 
Trevena.  "Besides,  we  shonld  have  all 
the  responsibility  of  it.  and  no  legal  rights 
whatever." 

"There  we  have  the  advantage  of  yott.'' 
The  Kentuckian  drew  himself  up  to  his 
full  long  length,  and  spoke,  more  nasally 
tlian  ever,  it  must  be  owned,  but  with  an 
honest  warmth  that  neutralized  all  na- 
tional peculiarities.  "In  my  cottntry. 
where  every  man  stands  on  his  own  feet, 
where  we  have  neither  the  curse  of  pri- 
mogeniture nor  the  burden  of  hereditary 
rank,  any  respectable  person,  as  any  mar- 
ried couple,  agreeing  together,  can  legally 
adopt  a  child." 

Mrs.  Trevena  looked  tip  eaeerlv. 
^'How?'' 

"By  presenting  a  petition  to  one  of  ottr 
courts  of  law,  and  after  due  examination 
of  the  parents,  if  alive  and  deserving,  and 
of  the  child,  if  old  enough,  obtaining  a  de- 
cree of  adoption,  Avhicli  is  called  '  the  mn- 
niment  of  title.'  This  makes  it  the  adopt- 
ing parents'  lawful  heir,  and  the  real  par- 
ents have  no  more  right  over  it,  which  is, 
in  some  cases,  a  great  blessing.     It  was  in 
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two  I  know  of — one  an  orphan,  the  other 
worse.  Both  children  were  adopted,  and 
both  saved  —  as  I  only  wisli  somebody 
would  save  this  x)oor  little  soul.  It's  a 
great  mystery.  Mrs.  Trevena,  but  some- 
times the  Lord  seems  to  send  children  to 
those  who  don't  deserve  them,  and  not  to 
those  that  do.  Many  miserable  little  crea- 
tures have  I  seen  who  might  have  been 
seized  and  saved,  body  and  soul,  as  I  man- 
aged to  save  those  two —  But  I  beg  your 
pardon.  I  go  talking  on,  interrupting 
your  husband  at  his  letters,  for  I  see  he 
has  got  them  at  last." 

Tliere  were  only  two.  but  evidently  im- 
portant, for  Mr.  Trevena  had  dropped  out 
of  the  conversation  at  sight  of  them,  and 
sat  poring  over  the  first  one.  till,  coming 
to  the  end.  he  tittered  something-  almost 
like  a  cry.      His  wife  came  to  him. 

"  What  is  the  matter  r" 

"Oh.  nothing.  Only  Hal  wanting  mon- 
ey— as  usual.  And  why.  do  you  think  V 
There  was  a  mixture  of  the  patlietic  and 
the  ludicrous  in  Mr.  Trevena's  face  as  he 
looked  up.  "He  is  married — actually 
married  this  time — to  a  girl  twenty  years 
younger  than  himself '." 

Mrs.  Trevena's  anxious  face  grew  hard 
and  stern.  "  It  is  the  maddest — not  to  say 
the  baddest — thing  he  has  ever  done.  T\'ho 
is  she  r 

'  ■  An  Attstralian — colonial  born.  Hal's 
wife  !  and  we  know  nothing  on  earth 
about  her!" 

"And  she  probably  knows  nothing  on 
earth  about  him — which  is  worse.  Poor 
soul:" 

Here  Dr.  Franklin,  feeling  he  had  un- 
awares come  upon  a  family  skeleton,  was 
discreetly  slipping  away. 

"Stay  a  minute."  said  Mrs.  Trevena. 
"  if  you  will  pardon  this  discussion  of  our 
family  correspondence.  Austin,  open  the 
other  letter.  It  may  be  our  money  from 
home,  and  then  we  can  arrange  with  Dr. 
Franklin  for  our  departure  to-morrow." 

There  was  a  sad  sort  of  resignation  in 
her  tone,  as  of  a  woman  who  has  all  her 
days  been  accustomed  to  give  up  every- 
thing she  most  cared  for.  and  make  the 
best  of  what  was  left— eating  the  crumbs 
and  not  the  festival  meats  of  life.  But 
no  one  knows  what  Fate  is  bringing.  The 
otlier  letter  her  husband  opened  listlessly, 
and  almost  dropped  out  of  his  hands  with 
a  look  of  amazement  and  joy. 

"Susannah — oh,  Susannah  !  it  has  come 
at  last  1" 
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"What,  dear  r 

"  The  living— that  college  living  I  have 
been  hoping  for  these  twenty  years  I  It 
is  offered  nie  now.  No  more  poverty:  no 
more  struggle.  My  Susannah  will  be  a 
well-to-do  woman  for  the  i*est  of  her  days. 
Thank  Gkxl :  thank  God :' 

Quite  overcome.  Mr.  Trevena  sat  down, 
covering  his  eyes  with  his  hand.  His 
wife,  forgetful  of  the  stranger's  presence, 
knelt  down  beside  him  in  silence.  By 
their  deep  joy  the  doctor  could  plumb  the 
depth  of  their  past  sutfering.  hitherto  so 
well  concealed.  He  walked  to  the  window, 
unwilling  to  walk  quite  away,  and  contem- 
plated Juno,  the  big  St.  Bernaixl.with  three 
gigantic  puppies  gambolling  i*ound  her. 

''A  mother  of  sons  is  a  fine  sight,  be  it 
brute  or  woman,"  said  he  to  himself, 
apropos  of  nothing,  and  gazed  silently 
on,  till  he  felt  a  gentle  touch  on  his  arm. 

* '  You  are  so  kind — you  will  i*ejoice  with 
us.  My  husband  has  just  got  a  new  liv- 
ing— the  very  prettiest  rectory  in  all  Corn- 
wall. We  ai-e  not  such  |xx)r  i>eople  now 
as  we  told  you  we  were  this  morning." 

'The  Loi\i  be  thanked!  His  ways  ai*e 
not  so  unlevel  after  all,  if  one  only  waits 
to  see,"  said  the  Kentuckian.  with  his  own 
rough  but  unmistakable  devoutness,  as  he 
shook  hands  with  both  his  friends,  and 
congratulated  them  sincerely.  ''And 
now,"  said  he,  with  his  usual  directness — 
"about  the  child." 

"What  child  r'  said  Mr.  Trevena,  ab- 
sently. 

'*The  baby  your  wife  wants  to  adopt, 
and  I  hope  she  may.  I'll  help  her  to  do 
it,  with  your  permission.  You  can  afford 
now  to  give  yourself  a  son  and  heir." 

' '  But,  Susannah, what  would  Hal  say  ?" 

There  is  a  saying  that  ''the  worm  will 
turn.''  Mi*s.  Trevena  had  never  been  a 
"worm," but  she  had  been  a  much-endur- 
ing woman — till  now.  It  was  the  crisis  of 
her  patience.  Endurance  changed  into  re- 
sistance. She  rose  up.  and  even  Dr.  Frank- 
lin was  startled  by  the  fire  in  her  eyes. 

"I  think,  husband,  it  does  not  matter 
two  straws  what  Hal  says.  He  has  spent 
all  his  own  patrimony  and  youi*s.  You 
have  maintained  him  for  yeai'^:  now  he 
has  chosen  to  marry,  and  it  is  the  maddest 
if  not  the  wickedest  thing  he  ever  did  in 
his  life,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal.  He 
has  no  further  claim  upon  you — wpon  us. 
Let  him  go  I" 

Rarely  did  Mrs.  Trevena  speak  so  much 
or  so  fiercelv.     Tliat  last  "Let  him  go  I"' 


fell  hard  and  sharp  as  the  knife  which  has 
to  cut  otf  something  corrupt,  obnoxious — 
and  does  it,  with  a  righteous  remoi*seless- 
ness  better  than  any  feeble  pity,  which  is 
often  only  another  name  for  self-ease. 
Even  as  there  are  many  people  who  are 
benevolent  only  to  give  themselves  plea- 
sure, so  thei*e  are  many  moi*e  wlio  are 
merciful  only  to  save  themselves  pain. 

"  She  is  right,"  said  Dr.  Fi-anklin,  drop- 
ping his  bony  hand  heavily  on  the  table 
as  a  sort  of  practical  amen  to  the  discus- 
sion. "Since  you  have  let  me  into  your 
family  secrets,  excuse  me,  sir,  if  I  use  the 
freedom  of  saying  your  wife  is  right. 
There  ai*e  limits  even  to  the  claims  of 
flesh  and  blood.  Let  your  brother  go  his 
way;  and  do  you  take  the  child  which  the 
Lord  sends  you,  bring  it  up  as  your  son, 
and  trust  to  His  making  it  a  i*eal  son  to 
you  both  in  your  old  age.  Nolx)dy  can 
look  ahead ;  but  at  any  rate  you  will  make 
your  wife  happy,  and.  as  I  said,  you  will 
save  a  soul  alive." 

He  waxed  pretematurally  eloquent,  as 
he  stood,  hone.st  man,  his  long  lean  figure 
drawn  up  to  its  full  height,  his  arms  fold- 
ed, and  his  keen  eyes  glittering — was  it 
with  that  tender  pity  which  only  the 
strong  can  feel,  or  the  generous  indig- 
nation that  only  the  righteous  can  show  { 
Anyhow,  his  words,  so  cordially  in  ear- 
nest, had  their  effect. 

Mr.  Trevena  turned  to  his  wife.  "Su- 
sannah, do  you  really  wish  this  ?" 

'•  Yes,  Austin,  I  do." 

''  Then  I  consent.  For  my  wife's  sake, 
Dr.  Franklin." 

'And  for  His  sake,"  added  Susannah, 
with  an  upward  glance  of  her  sweet  eyes 
— eyes  that  had  in  them  the  peri>etual 
light  from  heaven,  which  a  man  might 
thankfully  and  safely  follow  all  his  life 
through.  "He  says  to  us,  'Take  this 
child  and  nurse  it  for  Me.'" 

"And  now,"  said  the  doctor,  clearing 
his  throat,  and  sticking  his  hat  fiercely 
down  over  his  brows,  "I'll  go  and  see 
about  this  business — the  oddest  bit  of  busi- 
ness I  ever  came  across.  I've  bought  a 
good  many  things,  but  I  never  yet  bought 
a  baby.  What  form  of  receipt  will  the 
woman  want.  I  wonder?  And  she  must 
sign  her  name  to  it — Avhich  will  let  us 
know  what  her  name  is,  for  I  haven't 
the  slightest  idea.  By  Jove :  she's  a  queer 
customer;  the  most  unwomanly  woman  I 
ever  had  to  do  with.  Still,  I'll  face  her. 
Here  goes !'' 
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He  gave  liis  soft  felt  liat  another  bang, 
which  left  it  crooked  on  his  head,  and  soon 
they  saw  him  striding*  off  to  the  depen- 
dance.  They  felt  that,  spite  of  his  address 
and  brusquerie,  if  there  was  ever  a  man 
fit  to  he  trusted  with  a  troublesome  busi- 
ness, and  certain  to  carry  it  through,  it 
was  the  long  Kentuckian. 

Hour  after  hour  the  day  w^ent  by.  Hus- 
band and  wife  did  not  talk  much :  neither 
was  given  to  talking — their  long-parted 
lives  had  been  too  solitary;  besides,  tliey 
understood  one  another  so  well  that  dis- 
cussion was  unnecessary.  Even  at  this 
great  crisis,  when  both  had  plenty  to  think 
about,  they  kept  a  mutual  tender  silence; 
and  as  they  took  their  quiet  daily  walk 
together,  spoke  of  the  mountains,  the  flow- 
ers, and  all  other  things  about  them  w^hich 
they  were  accustomed  to  notice  and  take 
pleasure  in — the  placid  pleasure  in  nature's 
blessings  which  grows  rather  than  de- 
creases with  years.  But  they  never  once 
referred  either  to  Hal  and  his  marriage  or 
to  the  transaction  w^hich  Dr.  Franklin 
was  engaged  in  at  the  dependance  close  by. 

As  they  passed  it  on  their  return  it  was 
as  silent  as  death;  the  doors  and  windows 
closed,  as  had  been  the  case  all  along. 
Mrs.  Trevena  gave  a  little  sigh.  But  her 
husband  never  seemed  to  notice  anj^thing. 

The  glowing  June  day  was  beginning 
to  melt  into  the  long  twilight  of  the 
mountains,  behind  whose  tops  the  sun  dis- 
appears so  soon,  when  Dr.  Franklin's 
knock  was  heard  at  their  door.  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena opened  it  with  an  eager  face,  in 
which  hope  seemed  to  struggle  with  pa- 
tience— the  x)atience  of  a  w^oman  long  ac- 
customed to  disappointment. 

The  shrewd  doctor  saw  this  at  once,  and 
held  out  his  hand  wdth  a  smile. 

"Well,  ma'am,  congratulate  me.  I 
think  I've  managed  it — and  her.  But  she 
is  the  queerest  fish  ;  a  '  woman  of  genius,' 
she  calls  herself,  and  not  to  be  judged  like 
other  women.  Bless  my  soul !  if  she  is  a 
woman  of  genius,  I'm  glad  Mrs.  Franklin 
isn't.  But  to  our  business.  You  hear  me, 
Mr.  Trevena  ?" 

"Yes,  yes,"  said  the  good  clergyman, 
closing  his  book,  but  looking  rather  bored 
as  he  did  so. 

"  This  lady— queer  as  she  is,  I  am  sure 
she  is  a  lady,  well  educated  and  all  that — 
says  you  may  have  her  baby  for  twenty 
pounds,  English  money,  paid  down;  and 
that  then  '  the  sooner  you  take  the  brat 
aw^ay  the  better.'     Tliose  were  her  words. 


She  promises  never  to  trouble  you  about  it ; 
she  doesn't  even  want  to  hear  your  name 
— which,  indeed,  I  have  taken  the  precau- 
tion not  to  tell  her — and  she  refuses  to  tell 
you  hers.  She  says  you  may  call  the  boy 
anything  you  like.  'He's  the  image  of 
his  father,  and  that's  wdiy  I  hate  him  !'  she 
said  one  day.    Oh,  she's  an  aw^ful  woman." 

"Is  he" — the  color  rose  in  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena's  matron  cheek,  but  she  forced  her- 
self to  ask  the  question — "is  he — do  you 
tliink — his  father's  lawful  child  ?" 

"I  conclude  so.  She  speaks  sometimes 
of  '  my  fool  of  a  husband,'  and  '  the  little 
wretches  at  home.'  But,  as  I  told  you,  I 
know  absolutely  nothing.  You  might  as 
well  squeeze  water  out  of  a  stone  as  any 
common-sense  truth  out  of  that  w^oman. 
She  is  a  perfectly  abnormal  specimen  of 
her  sex." 

"Perhaps  she  is  mad." 

' '  Not  a  bit  of  it :  perfectly  sound  in  mind 
and  body — has  made  a  wonderfully  quick 
recovery.  A  shrewd  person  too  —  wide 
awake  to  her  own  interests.  If  you  want 
the  baby  to-morrow,  she  insists  upon  hav- 
ing the  twenty  pounds  paid  dowm  to-night." 

Mr.  Trevena  looked  perplexed,  and  turn- 
ed appealingly  to  his  wife,  as  he  seemed  in 
the  habit  of  doing  in  most  emergencies. 

' '  We  have  not  got  the  money,"  she  said, 
simply.  ' '  W"e  have  hardly  any  money  left ; 
but  our  remittances  will  be  sure  to  come 
to-morrow.     If  I  might  have  the  baby — " 

"I  wish  to  Heaven  you  had  it  now, 
ma'am;  for  I  don't  want  to  have  to  give 
evidence  to  the  Swiss  government  in  a  case 
of  child  desertion  or  child  murder.  How- 
ever, I'll  go  over  again  and  see  w^hat  can 
be  done.  There  is  the  tcdjle  dliote  bell. 
Shall  we  go  down  to  dinner?" 

They  dined,  rather  silently,  amidst  the 
clatter  of  a  party  of  Germans  who  had 
just  come  up  from  Lucerne,  and  were  pass- 
ing on  over  the  St.  Gothard  next  day,  and 
who,  with  characteristic  economy,  ap- 
pealed to  the  "rich  Englisli"  to  take  their 
carriage  back,  and  to  save  them  the  ex- 
pense of  paying  for  the  return  journey. 

"We  might  have  done  it,  had  our  mon- 
ey come  in  time,"  said  Mr.  Trevena.  "I 
am  sure  I  don't  want  to  stay  a  day  longer 
in  Andei-matt  than  I  can  help." 

"Nor  I,"  added  Dr.  Franklin;  then, 
catching  Mrs.  Trevena's  anxious  eyes : 
"But  I  shall  make  it  a  point  of  honor — 
medical  honor — to  see  my  patient  safe 
through.  Not  that  she  is  a  paying  pa- 
tient, though  she  did  one  day  offer  me  a 
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diamond  ring— I  am  almost  sorry  I  re- 
fused it,  or  it  might  have  been  some  clew. 
"But  no!"  continued  lie,  in  a  whisper  to 
Mrs.  Trevena:  "Mother,  take  your  son— 
if  I  can  get  him  for  you— and  forget  he 
ever  liad  any  mother  besides  yourself." 

Once  again  the  childless  woman's  eyes 
flashed  upon  the  good  doctor  a  look  of 
passtonate  gratitude.  Then  she  rose  and 
went  and  sat  patiently  in  the  window  re- 
cess of  the  now  empty  salle  a  manger, 
Avatching  the  full  round  moon,  risen  long 
since,  but  only  now  appearing  over  the 
tops  of  the  mountains,  like  a  joy  found 
late  in  life,  yet  none  the  less  a  complete 
and  perfect  joy. 

Before  long  she  heard  Dr.  Franklin's 
long  striding  step  and  cheery  voice. 

"Well,  ma'am,  I've  done  it  at  last. 
You  will  get  your  bab^^  Not  to-night — 
she  'can't  be  bothered'  to-night,  she  says 
— but  to-morrow  morning.  Also,  I've 
spoken  to  Madame  (whom  I  had  to  take 
into  our  confidence,  for  she  threatened  to 
turn  adrift  '  Madame  L'Anonyme,'  as  she 
contemptuously  calls  her,  within  twelve 
hours),  and  she  will  sell  you  the  clothes 
she  lent,  and  the  goat,  or  get  you  a  noiir- 
rice  from  the  next  canton,  so  that  you  can 
keep  the  matter  as  secret  as  you  choose." 

"Thank  you,"  Mrs.  Trevena  said.  "  But 
I  had  rather  not  keep  it  secret.  I  have 
considered  everything,  and  I  am  sure  it 
will  be  better  to  tell  the  plain  truth  at 
once;  that  I  have  adopted  a  deserted 
child,  and  that  he  is  henceforth  my  son — 
and  I  am  his  mother." 

The  intonation  of  the  last  word  startled 
even  the  good  doctor,  wiio  knew  human 
nature  so  well.  It  indicated  one  of  those 
natures  to  whom  motherhood  is  not  mere- 
ly a  sentiment  or  a  duty,  but  a  passion. 
He  felt  that  he  had  done  well — or  rather 
that  Heaven  had  done  better. 

"You  are  right,"  he  said:  "the  outside 
world  need  never  know  any  more  than 
that — and  I  earnestly  hope  you  never  will 
either.  As  for  the  boy  himself,  when  he 
groAvs  up,  you  may  tell  him  as  much  or  as 
little  as  you  please." 

"I  shall  tell  him  everything.  The 
truth  is  always  best." 

Dr.  Franklin  shook  her  w^armly  by  the 
hand.  "I  wish  every  boy  in  the  world 
had  a  mother  like  you.  May  he  live  to 
'  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed !'  " 

Middle-aged  and  practical  folk  as  they 
were,  tears  stood  in  the  eyes  of  both. 
They  understood  one  another. 


"  And  now,"continued  the  doctor,  "I'll 
just  have  to  face  that  woman  once  more — 
about  ten  to-morrow  forenoon,  she  said. 
But  I  shall  not  try  to  worm  anytliing 
more  out  of  either  lier  or  her  servant, 
who  obeys  her  like  a  slave — she  was  her 
slave,  and  foster-mother  as  well :  you  anti- 
slavery  folk  don't  know  the  dogged  fideli- 
ty of  our  Southern  niggers.  But  I'll  wash 
my  hands  of  both — when  I  get  the  baby. 
And  then  we  three — with  the  young  'un 
and  the  goat,  or  a  bottle  of  goat's  milk — 
will  go  on  to  Fluelen  in  that  carriage  the 
Germans  had.  I  told  the  woman  this; 
and  oh  I  how  she  pricked  up  her  ears,  as 
if  the  onlj^  thing  she  wished  was  to  get  rid 
of  her  baby  and  never  see  it  again  in  this 
world — asl  fervently  hope  she  nevermay !'' 

"I hope  so  too;  and  I  intend  it, "said Mrs. 
Trevena,  very  quietly,  but  with  a  firmness 
that  betrayed  the  possible  "iron  hand  in 
velvet  glove" — even  her  little  hand.  And 
as  Mr.  Trevena  just  then  lounged  in — 
with  his  gentle,  gentlemanly,  absent  man- 
ner, and  his  eternal  book  under  liis  arm — 
Dr.  Franklin  thought  that  perhaps  the 
little  woman  had  found  out  how  in  this 
life  firmness  is  as  necessary  as  gentleness. 

Everybody  slept  soundly  that  night: 
the  worthy  doctor,  because  he  believed  he 
had  done  his  duty;  Mrs.  Trevena,  because 
she  saw  plainly  before  her,  in  long  glad 
vista,  hers;  and  Mr.  Trevena,  because  he 
did  not  think  about  it  at  all,  being  ab- 
sorbed in  a  new  reading  which  he  had  hit 
upon  of  a  line  in  Horace,  and  which  he 
tried  to  explain  to  his  wife  before  they 
went  to  sleep.  During  the  night  one  of 
those  dense  white  mists,  common  at  Ail- 
dermatt,  swept  down  from  the  mount- 
ains; by  morning  everything  outside  the 
hotel  had  become  invisible;  and  after  the 
early  departure  of  the  German  tourists 
the  almost  empty  hotel  seemed  to  become 
as  quiet  as  the  grave. 

The  post  arrived,  bringing  Mr.  Trevena 
his  expected  remittances,  which  he  hand- 
ed over  as  usual  to  his  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  as  he  called  her — well  for  liim 
that  she  was!  With  hands  slightly  trem- 
bling she  examined  the  notes — there  was 
enough  money  to  take  them  home,  and 
twenty  pounds  over. 

Mrs.  Trevena  looked  nervously  at  her 
Avatch.  "Is  not  Dr.  Franklin  late?"  she 
said — or  rather  was  about  to  say — when  she 
saw  him  hurrying  in  from  the  dependance. 

"I  want  you, ma'am.  Come  back  Avitli 
me.      If  that  AVoman  is  not  a  murderess, 
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she  is  next  door  to  one.  But  we  may 
save  the  child  yet,  if  we  make  haste." 

Mrs.  Trevena  threw  a  shawl  over  her 
head  and  ran.  There,  in  the  middle  of 
the  one  poor  room  which  had  witnessed 
its  unwelcome  hirth,  lay  the  deserted 
child,  half  naked  and  only  half  alive,  for 
no  one  seemed  to  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  feed  or  dress  it.  The  floor  was  strewn 
with  the  debris  of  a  hasty  packing,  and 
the  accumulated  untidiness  of  many 
days.  In  the  midst  of  this  chaos  the  poor 
infant  lay,  moaning  its  little  life  aw^ay — a 
very  feeble  moan  now,  for  it  must  have 
lain  there  several  hours. 

Mrs.  Trevena  dropped  on  her  knees  be- 
side it.  "Oh,  my  baby!  my  baby!"  she 
cried,  almost  with  a  sob;  took  it  in  her 
arms,  pressing  the  stone-cold  limbs  to  her 
warm  breast,  and  wrapping  it  in  the  skirt 
of  her  dress  as  she  sat  on  the  floor. 

"It  is  mine,  altogether  mine  now.  Oh, 
doctor,  can  you  save  it  yet  ?" 

"I'll  try,"  muttered  the  good  man,  as  he 
too  knelt  down  and  felt  the  fluttering  pulse 
— rapidly  sinking  into  stillness  and  death. 

They  did  try;  and  with  the  help  of 
Madame,  who  arrived  presently  from  the 
hotel,  equally  voluble  in  her  fury  against 
"Madame  L'Anonyme"  and  her  w^onder- 
ing  respect  for  the  gentle  English  miladi, 
they  succeeded.  Another  hour,  and  the 
fleeting  life  had  been  arrested,  the  dan- 
ger was  past,  and  the  poor  little  babe, 
warmed,  fed,  and  clothed,  lay  safe  in  the 
bosom  of  its  new-found  mother,  Avho  re- 
joiced over  it  almost  as  if  it  had  been  the 
child  of  her  own  travail  which  Heaven 
had  taken  away. 

"This  little  fellow  will  owe  you  his  life 
almost  as  much  as  if  he  had  been  born 
your  own,"  said  the  doctor,  regarding 
them  both  with  the  curious  tenderness 
w^hicli  sometimes  softened  his  keen, 
shrew^d  eyes.  "If  we  had  not  come  to 
the  rescue,  he  would  have  been  dead  in 
another  half -hour.  Now —  Bless  us! 
what  a  pair  of  lungs!" 

"No,  he  will  not  die — as  his  mother 
meant  him  to  die,"  cried  indignant  Ma- 
dame, who,  with  nearly  all  the  female 
servants  of  the  hotel,  had  gathered  round 
in  compassion  and  sympathy.  "The  bar- 
barous woman !  and  though  she  had  a 
wedding-ring  on  her  finger,  I  believe  she 
was  a  woman  of  no  character  at  all." 

"We  do  not  know  that,"  said  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena, trying  to  understand  the  French,  and 
speaking  firmly  in  her  own  tongue.     "  Let 


us  be  silent  about  her.  She  is— or  rather 
she  was — my  boy's  mother," 

From  that  hour  Susannah  always  said, 
"ilf?/boy." 

"Madame  L'Anonyme"  had  in  truth 
disappeared  as  anonymously  as  she  came. 
How  she  and  her  servant  had  contrived 
to  secure  the  Fluelen  carriage,  pack  up 
their  small  baggage,  and  make  what  was 
literally  a  "moonlight  flitting,"  so  quiet- 
ly that  no  one  had  heard  them  depart, 
was,  and  remained,  a  complete  mystery. 

No  one  sought  to  unravel  it,  .  No  one 
pursued  them  or  cared  to  do  so — what 
could  be  gained  by  it  ?  Nothing  could  be 
got  out  of  them.  The  puzzle  was  how, 
wdthout  money,  they  had  managed  to  get 
away;  and  it  was  not  till  the  uproarious 
complaints  of  Madame  had  been  a  little 
stilled  by  the  application  of  a  few  English 
shillings — or  rather  American  dollars — 
that  the  doctor,  seeing  Mrs.  Trevena  un- 
easy because  her  part  of  the  compact  had 
not  been  fulfilled — she  had  got  the  child, 
and  the  twenty  pounds  was  still  in  her 
pocket — owned,  blushing  like  a  girl,  that 
he  himself  had  "taken  the  liberty"  of 
paying  it  the  night  before. 

"It  seemed  the  only  w^ay  to  quiet  the 
woman,  and  keep  her  from  doing  some- 
thing desperate.  But  you  see  she  had  less 
of  desperation  and  more  of  worldly  wisdom 
than  I  thought.  Anyhow  she  is  gone,  and 
we  have  got  rid  of  her — I  hope  forever." 

"Thanks  to  you,"  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  as 
she  silently  put  the  bank-note  in  the  doc- 
tor's hand ;  and  he  took  it,  for  he  was  a 
X)ractical  man,  and  a  poor  man  besides. 

"I  have  made  everything  as  safe  as  I 
can,"  said  he.  "She  has  no  clew  to  us,  or 
we  to  her.  Neither  she  nor  her  servant, 
who  speaks  only  English,  has  ever  heard 
your  name — only  mine ;  and  as  I  am  going 
back  to  America  at  once,  she  is  not  likely 
to  find  me  out  there.  If  she  ever  does, 
and  wants  to  know  about  her  child,  she'll 
meet  her  match — that's  all." 

"Thank  you,"  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  For 
Mr,  Trevena,  he  said  nothing  at  all;  he 
only  watched  with  benignant  pleasure  the 
unspeakable  content  of  his  wife's  face ;  and 
thence  glanced  downw^ard,  with  a  sort  of 
amused  curiosity,  to  the  little  creature  on 
her  lap,  especially  its  hands  and  feet,  as  if 
to  find  out  whether  it  had  the  right  num- 
ber of  fingers  and  toes,  and  w^as  no  abnor- 
mal specimen  of  anthropology.  A  simple 
man  and  a  good  man  was  the  Reverend 
Austin,  never  swerving  from  his  one  do- 
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mestic  creed,  that  if  liis  Susannah  tliought 
a  thing  right,  it  ^vas  right. 

So  the  exciting  episode,  which  Madame, 
ill  her  anxiet}'  for  the  good  name  of  her 
hotel,  wisely  hushed  up  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, settled  down  into  calmness.  The  baby 
did  not  die,  as  its  natural,  unnatural  mo- 
ther had  probably  hoped  it  might;  the 
goat  was  an  excellent  foster-mother;  and 
before  fortj^-eight  houi's  were  over,  Mrs. 
Trevena  felt— aj',  and  looked — as  if  she 
herself  had  been  a  real  mother  for  years. 

Dr.  Franklin  watched  her  with  his  ex- 
pression of  dry  humor  tempered  by  kind- 
liness. 

"Mrs.  Franklin  says  all  the  doctors  and 
nurses  going  can't  manage  a  baby  so  well 
as  one  sensible  woman  with  a  motherly 
heart;  and  as  she  has  managed  ten,  may- 
be she  is  right.  Now  about  the  journey 
to  Lucerne.  If  you  take  a  bottle  of  goat's 
milk  with  you,  also  a  doctor,  in  case  of 
emergency,  we  shall  get  back  to  civiliza- 
tion without  any  difficulty.  A  nice  jmr- 
tie  quarree — you  and  your  husband,  my- 
self and— this  little  encumbrance." 

"  Encumbrance!"  echoed  Mrs.  Trevena, 
looking  up  to  Dr.  Franklin  with  a  grate- 
ful smile — no,  an  actual  laugh.  He  had 
never  heard  her  laugh  before.  And  she 
had  much  interested  him — this  little  wo- 
man— not  merely  as  a  woman,  but  as  a 
' '  case" ;  one  of  those  cases  which  most  peo- 
ple disbelieve  in,  yet  which,  though  rare, 
are  possible  —  a  "broken  heart":  a  dis- 
ease of  which,  if  thej^have  no  absolute  du- 
ties, and  are  not  physically  strong,  women 
can  die  without  murmur  or  regret.  They 
neither  struggle  nor  complain,  but  simply 
drop  out  of  life  as  out  of  a  worn  garment 
no  longer  w^orth  the  wearing. 

No  fear  of  that  now  for  Susannah.  Her 
whole  nature  seemed  changed.  Hope  seem- 
ed to  have  come  into  her  heart — the  hope 
that  comes  with  young  life,  rising  up  to 
renew  and  carry  on  the  life  wiiich  had 
seemed  fading  away.  Her  very  face  grew^ 
youthful,  with  a  look  not  unlike  some  of 
Raphael's  Madonnas,  far  away,  as  if  peer- 
ing into  the  dim  future,  and  yet  content 
in  the  present,  the  small,  limited  present, 
from  da}"  to  day  and  hour  to  hour,  as  mo- 
thers learn  to  look.  For  she  was  a  mo- 
ther now  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  She 
kept  saying  to  herself,  involuntarih',  that 
line  of  Mrs.  Browning's  lovely  poem,  "A 
Child's  Grave  at  Florence," 

"  Ml/  little  feet,  9»y  little  liands, 
A  lid  hail-  of  Lilv's  color." 


As  she  almost  jiersuadod  herself  it  was; 
that  the  hair,  quite  wonderful  for  a  baby 
a  week  old,  which  she  admired  and  toyed 
with,  was  exactly  the  same  shade  as  that 
on  the  nameless  little  head  which  liad  been 
buried,  one  sad  midnight,  in  a  corner  of  the 
church-yard  by  the  vicarage  garden  gate. 

Often  it  really  seemed  to  lier  that  her 
lost  child  had  come  back  alive,  bringing 
with  him  the  future  of  l)liss  to  which  she 
had  looked  forward  all  through  those  mys- 
terious months,  and  then  had  to  renounce 
forever.  It  revived  again  now.  Every 
time  she  kissed  the  crumpled-up  mottled 
face — which  liad  no  beauty  for  any  one 
but  her — she  saw  in  imagination  the  face 
of  her  son,  as  boy,  youth,  man,  carrying 
her  forward  five,  ten,  twenty  years — yeai's 
full  of  hope.  Does  not  some  i)oet  call  a 
child  "  a  perpetual  hope"  ? 

"Think  what  our  new  home  will  be — a 
house  with  a  child  in  it!"  she  said  to  her 
husband  once — only  once,  for  her  happi- 
ness lay  too  deep  to  be  talked  about,  even 
to  him.  Nor  could  he  have  understood 
it.  He  was  not  of  an  imaginative  turn  of 
mind.  So  that  nothing  troubled  him  in 
the  present — and  his  wife  took  good  care 
of  that— he  never  troubled  himself  about 
the  future.  Like  many  another  content- 
ed bookworm,  he  rarely  saw  an  inch  be- 
yond his  own  nose.  Yet  he  was  the  most 
patient  and  easily  satisfied  of  men,  even 
to  remaining  a  day  or  two  longer  at  An- 
dermatt,  and  going  about  with  Dr.  Frank- 
lin instead  of  his  Avife,  whose  new-found 
duties,  added  to  the  ordinary  travelling 
cares — which  always  fell  upon  her,  not 
him — absorbed  her  entirely. 

But  at  last  the  two  men,  coming  home 
from  a  quiet  wander  through  the  flowery 
meadows  beside  the  Reuss,  and  an  inves- 
tigation, chiefly  to  kill  time,  of  the  little 
chapel,  with  its  strange  glass  tomb  of  the 
mummied  knight  lying  "in  his  habit  as 
he  lived,"  found  Mrs.  Trevena  sitting,  ob- 
livious of  Alps  and  antiquities,  with  her 
baby  asleep  on  her  lap,  and  everything 
settled  for  their  departure  to-morrow. 

"It  will  soon  seem  all  like  a  dream," 
she  said,  as  she  cast  her  eyes  absently  on 
the  wonderful  view  from  the  window — 
the  great  circle  of  mountains,  the  gor- 
geously colored  pastures,  and  the  wild, 
rapid  Reuss  glittering  in  the  sun.  "We 
are  never  likely  to  see  this  place  again, 
but  I  think  I  shall  alwa^'S  remember  it — 
the  place  where  my  boy  was  born." 

"And  born  again,  if  one  may  say  it 
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without  irreverence,"  added  Dr.  Franklin  ; 
"otherwise  he  had  better  be  dead — as  he 
certainly  would  have  been  now  except  for 
you.  By-the-bj^e,  you  will  have  to  give  the 
young  scamp  a  name,  and  the  sooner  you 
do  it  the  better.  Get  him  christened,  and 
keep  a  copy  of  the  baptismal  certificate. 
It  may  be  useful  yet.  And  I  think  you 
might  as  well  make  me  his  godfather,  be- 
cause I  at  least  know  when  and  where  he 
^vas  born.  It  will  be  a  certain  protection 
both  to  him  and  to  you." 

"Thank  you,"  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  grate- 
fully; but  she  smiled  at  the  idea  of  her 
child's  needing  "protection,"  or  she  either. 
With  him  in  her  arms  she  felt  as  strong, 
as  fearless,  as  any  natural  mother — even 
beast  or  bird — does  with  the  instinct  of 
maternity  upon  her. 

Dr.  Franklin  stuck  to  his  point,  insist- 
ing that  a  baptismal  certificate  was  the 
nearest  approach  they  could  make  to  giv- 
ing the  child  "a  local  habitation  and  a 
name"  in  this  perplexing  world,  the  god- 
parents attesting  the  place  and  date  of 
birth,  though  they  could  only  add,  "par- 
entage unknown." 

"And  then  you  must  take  your  chance 
as  to  the  future,  and  this  poor  little  fellow 
also  ;  unless  you  will  come  with  me  to 
America,  where,  in  our  enlightened  States, 
you  can  lawfully  adopt  him." 

"But  that  would  be  of  no  use  in  Eng- 
land, you  said,  and  England  must  be  our 
home.  Yes,  we  must  take  our  chance," 
she  added,  with  an  under-tone  that  implied 
one  who  meant  to  control  chance  rather 
than  succumb  to  it.  "And  now  about  the 
name — the  Christian  name.  For  surname 
he  will  take  ours — shall  he  not,  xlustin  ?" 

"Anything  you  like  —  anything  you 
like,  my  dear." 

"Yes,  I  think  you  are  right,  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena. Poor  little  man  !  his  name  matters 
little.  He  will  have  to  go  through  life  as 
nobody's  child." 

"Except  God's — and  mine." 

And  Susannah  x^ressed  her  lips,  as  sol- 
emnly as  if  it  had  been  a  sacrament  or  a 
vow,  on  the  tiny  hand  with  its  curled-up 
fingers — the  feeble  right  hand,  so  helpless 
now.     But  would  it  be  always  so  ? 

Dr.  Franklin  smiled  kindly",  paternally, 
on  the  creature  whose  life  he  had  helped 
to  save — why,  or  to  what  end,  who  could 
tell?  All  child  lives  are  a  mystery,  but 
this  was  a  mystery  above  all.  The  little 
thing  lay  sleeping  in  unconscious  peace 
on  its  adopted  mother's  lap — the   infant 


who  would  be  a  man  when  they  were  in 
their  graves.  But  the  two  men  did  not 
understand.     The  woman  did. 

Mrs.  Trevena  at  last  looked  up.  A  twi- 
light glow  reflected  from  the  mountains 
was  on  her  face,  and  an  inward  glow 
which  made  her  almost  pretty  again,  al- 
most young. 

"I  have  thought  of  a  name.  We  are 
Cornish  born,  as  I  told  you.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin. When  I  was  a  girl  my  one  hero  was 
our  great  Cornishman,  who  was  also  'No- 
body's child' — found  by  Merlin,  they  say, 
as  a  little  naked  baby  on  the  shore  at  Tin- 
tagel,  but  who  grew  up  to  be  the  stainless 
knight,  the  brave  soldier,  the  Christian 
king.  My  boy  shall  do  the  same— in  his 
own  way.  It  does  not  matter  how  he  was 
born,  if  he  lives  so  that  everybody  will 
mourn  him  when  he  dies.  So  he  shall 
have  my  hero's  name.  He  shall  be  my 
'King'  Arthur." 

"You  romantic  little  woman !"  said  her 
husband,  half  apologeticalh^,  half  x^i'oud- 
ly.  But  he  listened  to  her,  as  he  always 
did,  and  her  decision  carried  the  day. 

Next  morning,  when  the  sun  had  just 
risen  above  the  mountains,  and  was  only 
beginning  to  warm  the  silent  valley,  the 
little  party  left  Andermatt,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trevena,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the  "encum- 
brance,'' as  the  doctor  called  it,  but  who 
slept  so  calmly  as  to  be  no  encumbrance 
at  all.  It  was  evidently  an  infant  of  pla- 
cid mind,  able  to  accommodate  itself  to 
circumstances. 

They  were  followed  by  the  benedictions 
and  good  wishes  of  Madame  and  the  hotel 
people,  who  could  not,  to  the  last,  under- 
stand the  affair,  but  set  it  all  down  to 
English  eccentricity.  They  departed,  and 
the  little  remote  Alpine  valley,  which  had 
witnessed  so  much,  knew  them  no  more. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Arthur  Franklin  Trevena— for  they 
had  given  him  also  the  name  of  his  good 
godfather,  who  parted  from  him  at  Lu- 
cerne, never  probably  to  behold  him  again 
—  "King"  Arthur  —  arrived  at  the  vic- 
arage with  his  adopted  parents,  creating 
no  small  sensation  in  the  parish  which 
they  had  left,  a  forlorn  and  childless  cou- 
ple, six  months  before.  But  the  villagers 
were  simple  folks,  who  accepted  the  baby 
upon  his  "mother's"  own  simple  state- 
ment—Mrs. Trevena  was  among  the  few 
people  who  have  courage  to  believe  that 
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the  plain  truth  is  not  onh'  the  wisest  hut 
the  safest  tiling— tliat  he  was  a  deserted 
child,  whom  she  had  taken  for  her  own, 
and  meant  to  bring-  up  exactly  as  her 
own.  And  those  other  mothers  who  re- 
membered her  sad  looks  when  she  Avent 
away,  and  compared  them  with  her  happy 
looks  now,  agreed  that  "  the  parson's  wife" 
had  done  right  and  best,  not  only  for  her- 
self, but  most  likely  for ''  the  parson''  also. 

The  only  individual  who  ventured  to 
question  this,  or  in  any  way  to  criticise 
the  proceeding,  was  a  neighboring  clergy- 
man, a  college  friend,  who  in  Mr.  Tre- 
vena's  absence  had  undertaken  the  care 
of  the  hundred  souls  his  parish  contained. 
This  gentleman,  a  man  of  fortune  and 
famil}^,  remonstrated,  in  a  letter  of  sixteen 
pages,  Avitli  his  "I'everend  brother'  on 
what  he  had  done,  in  bringing  a  nameless 
child,  possibly  the  offspring  of  sin  and 
shame,  into  a  respectable  and,  above  all, 
a  clergyman's  household.  He  quoted 
many  texts,  such  as  "the  sins  of  the  fa- 
thers shall  be  visited  on  the  children," 
and  '•  the  seed  of  evil-doers  shall  never  be 
renowned,"  which  for  a  moment  stagger- 
ed the  simple-minded  vicar.  And  he  end- 
ed by  asking,  "  What  would  the  Trevenas 
say?" — forgetting  that  the  only  Trevena 
left  was  Hal,  at  the  antipodes,  of  whom 
even  his  old  college  acquaintance  would 
have  owned,  if  questioned,  that  the  less 
said  about  him  the  better. 

But  except  this  lengthy  epistle,  which 
Mr.  Trevena  read  in  silence,  and  passed 
on  to  Mrs.  Trevena,  by  whose  gleaming 
eyes  he  saw  that  the  silence  had  better  be 
continued,  for  there  w^as  a  dangerous  light 
in  them  that  few  men  would  have  cared 
to  face,  the  couple  met  with  no  opposition 
or  comment  on  what  they  had  done  or 
w^hat  they  meant  to  do.  The  nine  days' 
w^onder  settled  down,  and  after  the  village 
mothers  had  come  to  look  at  the  baby, 
and  pronounced  it  the  finest  baby  that 
ever  was  seen,  everybody  seemed  to  take 
the  matter  as  quite  natural.  P^or  people 
are  often  so  kind,  sometimes  so  romantic- 
ally generous,  about  other  people's  chil- 
dren: many  a  nursing  mother  wnll  not 
scruple  to  take  to  her  home  and  her  breast 
some  motherless  babe ;  and  many  a  name- 
less infant,  paid  for  at  first  and  then  for- 
saken, has  been  brought  up  for  charity  by 
its  foster-parents.  So  the  fact  of  an  adopt- 
ed child  did  not  strike  these  innocent 
villagers  as  anything  remarkable.  They 
only  thought  it  was  "uncommon  kind" 


of  Mrs.  Trevena,  and  hoped  she  would  be 
rewarded  for  her  "charity." 

Charity!  She  laughed  at  the  word. 
Charity  liad  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it. 
A  child  in  the  house!  it  was  a  joy  incar- 
nate, a  blessing  unspeakable,  a  consola- 
tion without  end.  She  did  her  duties, 
neither  light  nor  few,  but  through  them 
all  she  hugged  herself  in  lier  secret  bliss. 
She  used  to  think  of  it  as  she  walked,  as 
she  chatted  to  her  neighbors,  and  (oh,  sin- 
ful Susannah !)  often  as  she  sat  in  church. 
''My  little  feet — m}j  little  hands."  When 
she  came  back  to  them,  when  she  ran  up- 
stairs to  the  small  attic — small  but  sun- 
shiny— where  Manette  and  Arthur  were 
installed,  and  taking  the  baby,  sat  rocking 
him  and  singing  to  him  in  the  old-fashion- 
ed rocking-chair  which  had  been  her  mo- 
ther's, every  care  she  had — and  she  had 
some,  a  few  mole-hills  that  many  anoth- 
er woman  would  have  made  into  mount- 
ains— seemed  to  melt  away.  That  mor- 
bid self-contemplation,  if  not  actual  self- 
islmess,  which  is  so  apt  to  grow  upon  old 
maids  and  childless  wives — upon  almost 
all  women  who  have  arrived  at  middle 
age  without  knowing  the  "bal)y  fingers' 
waxen  touches,"  whicli  press  all  bitterness 
out  of  the  mother  s  breast — vanished  into 
thin  air.  It  could  not  exist  amidst  the 
wholesome  practicality  of  nursery  life — 
a  nursery  where  the  mother  is  a  real  mo- 
ther, and  sees  to  everything  herself,  as 
was  necessary  in  this  case.  For  Manette, 
the  young  Swiss  orphan  whom  they  had 
found  at  Lucerne  and  installed  as  nurse, 
Avas  a  mere  girl,  who  spoke  no  English, 
though  she  soon  taught  her  mistress  to 
speak  French.  They  two  became  very 
happy  together,  guarding  with  mutual 
care,  and  sometimes  just  a  spice  of  jea- 
lousy, the  little  warm  white  bundle  which 
contained  a  sentient  human  being  —  or 
W'hat  would  be  one  day  —  Manette's  pet 
and  i)lay thing,  Mrs.  Trevena's  "2)erpetual 
hope." 

Had  she  been  a  disajipointed  woman? 
Perhaps:  in  some  sense  all  women  of  im- 
aginative temperament  are.  They  start 
in  life  expecting  the  impossible,  which  of 
course  never  comes,  and  at  last  find  them- 
selves growing  old,  with  their  hearts  still 
painfully  young — it  may  be  a  little  empty; 
for  not  even  the  best  of  men  and  husbands 
can  altogether  fill  the  void  which  nature 
makes ;  even  as  no  woman  can  fill,  or  ought 
to  fill,  that  sterner  half  of  a  man's  being 
which  is  meant  for  the  world  and  its  work. 


KING  ARTHUR. 


747 


But  now  Susannah's  ernpiy  heart  was 
filled,  her  monotonous  life  brightened  ; 
the  future  (she  \vas  only  just  over  forty, 
and  had  a  future  still)  stretched  out  long- 
and  fair;  for  it  was  not  her  own — it  was 
her  son's.  The  evening  before  tliey  left  the 
vicarage  for  the  new  rectory — a  sweet  Sep- 
tember evening — since  it  had  taken  fully 
three  months  to  make  the  new  home  ready 
to  receive  them — she  went  out  alone  and 
planted  a  young  tree,  a  seedling  sycamore, 
which  no  one  was  likely  to  notice  till  it 
grew  a  tree — in  the  church -yard  corner 
where  was  the  little  grave  of  which  no- 
body knew.  But  she  scarcely  felt  it  a 
farewell.  She  thought  how  the  fibres 
would  wrap  themselves  tenderly  round 
the  buried  bones,  and  the  top  would  spread 
itself  out  into  green  leaves  and  branches. 
And  it  seemed  as  if  out  of  her  dead  baby's 
grave  had  sprung  the  other  child — another 
and  yet  the  same — sent  direct  from  heaven 
to  be  her  comfort  and  blessing.  Uncon- 
sciously she  repeated  to  herself  the  bene- 
diction of  the  Psalmist: 

"He  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
water-side,  that  will  bring  forth  his  fruit 
in  due  season ;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  with- 
er ;  and  look !  whatsoever  he  doeth  it  shall 
prosper.'' 

"It  will  be  so,"  she  said  to  herself,  "  if 
I  have  strength  to  bring  him  up  in  the 
right  way,  to  make  him  into  a  just  man — 
'a  man  that  feareth  the  Lord.'  Then  I 
need  have  no  fear.  '  Whatsoever  he  do- 
eth it  shall  prosper.'" 

And  little  Arthur — somehow,  from  the 
first,  he  was  always  called  Arthur,  never 
"baby" — did  seem  to  prosper:  as  much  in 
his  new  home  as  in  his  old  one.  He  had 
a  larger  and  better  nursery,  not  at  the  top, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  house,  which  was  a 
very  pretty  house,  the  prettiest  as  well  as 
the  most  comfortable  that  Susannah  had 
ever  lived  in.  From  her  j^outh  up  she 
had  had  to  battle  with  the  domestic  ugli- 
ness that  accompanies  grinding  poverty, 
to  smother  down  her  tastes  and  predilec- 
tions, to  live  in  streets  instead  of  fields — 
at  least  till  her  marriage.  And  even  mar- 
riage had  brought  little  respite  in  the  hard 
\vork,  the  ceaseless  cares,  inevitable  from 
the  necessity  of  making  sixpence  do  the 
work  of  a  shilling. 

Bnt  now  all  Avas  changed.  She  had  as 
much  money  as  she  needed — enough  even 
to  lay  by  a  little  (oh !  joyful  economy !) 
for  the  future  education  of  her  son. 

"We  can  not  provide  for  him,"  she  had 


said  to  her  husband,  "but  we  can  give 
him  a  good  education,  and  then  let  him 
W'Ork  for  himself.  It  is  the  best  thing  for 
all  boys.  It  might  have  been  better  for 
Hal'' — (she  thought,  but  did  not  say,  per- 
haps also  for  Hal's  brother) — "if  he  had 
been  thrown  upon  the  world  without  a 
single  halfpenny." 

So  w4ien  she  saw  the  pretty  rectory 
nestling  under  its  acacia-tree  beside  the 
lovely  old  church,  and  knew  there  was 
income  enough  to  live  there  comfortably, 
she  yet  determined  to  Avaste  nothing — to 
expend  nothing  foolishly  upon  outward 
show,  or  in  "keeping  up  a  position,"  as 
the  owners  of  the  great  house  close  by 
were  reported  to  have  done  for  genera- 
tions. Consequently  the  Damerels  of  the 
last  generation  had  been  too  poor  to  oc- 
cupy their  splendid  abode,  or  even  to 
come  back  to  it,  except  to  be  buried.  Their 
vault  in  the  old  church  was  all  that  re- 
mained to  them,  in  spite  of  their  ancient 
name,  and  an  estate  which  had  belonged 
to  them  for  centuries.  Her  boy,  Susannah 
often  thought,  blossoming  day  by  day  into 
rosy  infancy — the  darling  of  his  good  Ma- 
nette  and  his  devoted  ' '  mother" — was  hap- 
pier than  the  heir  of  all  the  Damerels,  a 
poor  idiot,  report  said,  never  seen  or  heard 
of,  w^hose  family  home  was  let,  and  the 
property  put  into  Chancery,  until  his  for- 
tunate death  cleared  the  way  for  some  dis- 
tant cousins,  ready  to  fight  over  the  title 
and  estate  like  dogs  over  a  bone. 

"So  much  for  'family' — so  much  for 
'fortune'!"  meditated  Mrs.  Tre vena;  and 
was  almost  glad  that  she  herself  was  the 
last  of  her  race,  and  that  her  husband's 
only  relation  w^as  Hal — safe  away  in  Aus- 
tralia. "You  will  start  in  life  all  free, 
my  darling — as  free  as  if  you  had  dropped 
from  heaven  in  a  basket.  You  will  stand 
on  your  own  feet,  and  make  your  own  way 
in  the  w^orld,  wnth  nobody  to  hamper  you 
and  torment  you— except  your  mother." 

And  she  kissed  w4th  a  passion  of  tender- 
ness the  baby  eyes,  which  had  already  be- 
gun to  develop  intelligence,  and  the  sweet 
bab}^  mouth,  so  smiling  and  content;  for 
Arthur,  like  most  healthy  and  carefully 
reared  children,  was  an  exceedingly 
"good"  child,  who  gave  little  trouble  to 
any  one.  Before  the  w^inter  was  over  he 
had  learned  to  know  his  mother's  step 
and  voice,  to  laugh  when  she  entered  the 
nursery,  and  cry  when  she  left  it.  Soon, 
if  brought  face  to  face  with  a  stranger,  he 
would  turn  away,  clasp  his  little  fat  arms 
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tight  round  her  neck,  and  hide  his  face  on 
her  shoulder,  as  if  recog-nizing-  ah'ead y  that 
she  ^vas  no  stranger,  hut  liis  natural  pro- 
tector, refuge,  and  consolation — his  mo- 
ther, in  short,  and  everything  that  a  mo- 
ther ought  to  he. 

For  his  father  — well,  young  infants 
scarcely  need  one;  and  certainly  the  fa- 
ther does  not  need  them— often  quite  the 
contrary.  But  it  rather  pleased  Mr.  Tre- 
vena  to  he  called  "papa,"  as  they  decided 
he  should  he;  and  now  and  then,  when  he 
met  Manette  walking  in  the  garden  with 
Arthur  in  her  arms,  he  would  stop  her, 
and  stroking  w^th  one  finger  the  rosy 
cheek,  remark  that  it  was  "a  very  nice 
bahy."  But  he  did  not  investigate  or  in- 
terfere further.  Even  had  it  been  his  own 
child,  he  probably  would  have  done  no 
more.  A  baby  was  to  him  a  curious  nat- 
ural phenomenon,  which  he  regarded  with 
ignorant  but  benevolent  eyes,  much  as 
he  did  the  chickens  in  his  farm-j'ard,  or 
the  little  pigs  in  his  sty,  but  taking  no  in- 
dividual interest  in  them  whatever.  Not 
until  the  spring  had  begun,  and  the  leaves 
were  budding,  and  the  primroses  springing 
about  Tawton  Magna,  making  it  truly 
wiiat  it  was  said  to  be,  the  prettiest  rectory 
in  all  Cornwall,  did  Manette  report  that 
"Monsieur"  had  actually  kissed  "  le  t>et>eV' 
that  it  had  crowed  to  him  and  pulled  his 
hair,  and  altogether  conducted  itself  wnth 
an  intelligence  and  energy  worthy  of  nine 
or  even  ten  months  old. 

"Is  it  really  nearly  a  year  since  we 
were  in  Switzerland?"  said  Mr.  Trevena 
to  his  wife,  as  she  joined  him  at  the  gate. 
She  always  w^ent  his  parish  rounds  with 
him,  and  did  everything  for  him,  exactly 
as  before  the  coming  of  little  Arthur,  only 
her  many  solitary  hours  were  solitary  now 
no  more.  But  to  her  husband  everything 
w\"is  made  so  X3erfectly  the  same  that  he 
often  forgot  the  very  existence  of  the  baby. 
"Arthur — that  is  his  name,  I  think — real- 
ly does  credit  to  you,  my  dear,  and  the 
rectory  too.  It  must  be  a  very  healthy 
house,  for  I  never  saw  you  look  so  well." 

She  smiled.  They  loved  one  another 
very  dearly,  these  two ;  old  as  they  w^ere, 
and  different  in  many  ways.  But  differ- 
ence of  character  does  not  prevent  affec- 
tion— rather  increases  it  sometimes. 

"All  the  village  tells  me  what  a  fine 
child  Arthur  is— the  first  child,  by-the-bye, 
that  has  been  in  the  rectory  for  fifty  years. 
My  predecessor,  as  you  know,  was  an  old 
bachelor.     Everybody  is  delighted  to  have 


a  lady  in  tlie  village.  You  and  your  boy 
bid  fair  to  be  the  }>ets  of  the  parish,  Su- 
sannah, my  dear." 

^Vhich  was  true — and  not  uniiatural. 
For  her  motherl}"  heart,  warmed  through 
and  through  with  the  sunshine  of  happi- 
ness, opened  not  onl\'  to  her  own,  but  to 
every  child  she  came  near;  to  every  poor 
soul,  old  or  young,  that  wanted  happiness 
and  had  it  not.  Everybody  liked  her,  ev- 
erybody praised  her;  and  husbands  are 
always  proud  to  have  their  wives  liked 
and  praised.  The  rector  was  very  proud 
of  his  Susannah.  They  strolled  j)eace- 
fully  together  through  the  village,  admin- 
istering ghostly  counsel  and  advice,  to- 
gether with  creature  comforts,  which  Mrs. 
Trevena  held  to  be  equally  desirable.  She 
was  a  capital  clergyman's  wife — she  liked 
to  "  mother"  everybody. 

As  usual,  their  walk  ended  in  the 
church,  which  was  open  for  its  Sunday 
cleaning.  It  was  a  curious  old  building — 
very  "tumble-down,"  the  parish  thought, 
but  was  happily  too  poor  to  have  it  "re- 
stored," so  it  remained  for  the  deligbt  of 
archaeologists,  and  especially  of  Mr.  Tre- 
vena. He  never  wearied  of  examining 
the  brasses,  the  old  monuments,  the  huge 
worm-eaten,  curiously  carved  pews,  and 
especially  "  the  Squire's  pew,"  as  large  as 
a  small  parlor,  where  the  last  Damerels, 
the  baronet  and  his  lady,  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  sit  in  two  huge  arm-chairs  over 
the  bones  of  their  ancestors.  Their  own 
bones  were  now  added  to  the  rest;  and 
the  tablet  describing  their  virtues,  with  a 
Aveeping  angel  on  each  side,  took  its  place 
with  the  recumbent  crusader,  and  the 
well-ruffed  Elizabethan  knight,  with  his 
kneeling  j)rogeny  behind  him. 

"  What  a  splendid  old  family  they  must 
have  been  !  Probably  Norman — D'Ami- 
ral  corrupted  into  Damerel.  Ah  !" — and 
he  laid  a  caressing  hand  on  the  head  of 
the  noseless  and  footless  crusader — "it  is 
a  great  thing  to  come  of  a  good  race,  and 
to  bear  an  honorable  name." 

"Is  it?"  said  Susannah,  quietly,  and 
thought  of  the  poor  half-witted  boy — the 
heir  whom  her  neighbors  had  told  her  of, 
and  then  of  her  own  boy — her  nameless 
baby — full  of  health  and  strength  and  in- 
telligence, yet  without  a  tie  in  the  wide 
world.  Only  he  was,  as  she  had  once 
said,  "God's  child" — and  hers. 

He  had  been  hers  for  nearly  two  years. 
She  had  almost  forgotten,  and  everybody 
else  too,  that  he  was  not  really  her  own; 
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even  the  rector  himself  was  taking  kind- 
ly to  his  paternity,  excepting  it  as  he  did 
the  other  good  things  which  had  dropped 
into  his  mouth  without  his  seeking,  when 
something  liappened  which,  for  the  time 
hei ng,  shook  the  happy  little  household  to 
its  yery  foundations. 

Mrs.  Trevena,  one  bright  June  day,  had 
put  on  her  bonnet  to  go  and  meet  her 
child,  who  had  been  "kidnapped,"  as  they 
called  it,  by  the  large  kindly  plebeian 
family,  one  of  the  many  nouveaux  riches 
that  conveniently  step  into  the  shoes  of 
aristocratic  poverty,  who  inhabited  Taw- 
ton  Abbas.  She  was  passing  through  the 
church-yard  into  the  park,  idly  thinking 
how  beautiful  it  was,  how  bright  her  life 
here  had  grown,  and  what  had  she  done 
to  deserve  it  all,  when  she  came  suddenly 
face  to  face  with  a  strange  gentleman, 
Avho  was  apparently  wandering  about, 
trying  to  find  his  way  to  the  rectory.  He 
was  well  dressed  and  well-looking;  but  he 
seemed  less  like  an  ordinary  visitor  than 
a  prowler.  Also,  though  rather  a  hand- 
some man,  there  was  something  sinister 
in  his  face;  he  was  one  of  those  people 
who  never  look  you  straight  in  the  eyes. 

He  stood  aside  as  the  lady  passed,  with 
a  half  bow,  which  she  acknowledged.  But 
the  instant  she  had  passed,  a  vague  terror 
seized  Susannah  —  the  one  little  cloud 
which  secretly  hung  over  her  entire  feli- 
city— the  fear  that  her  treasure  might  be 
grudged  her,  or  snatched  from  her,  by  the 
woman  who  had  thrown  it  away.  She 
had  taken  every  precaution  to  leave  be- 
hind at  Andermatt  no  possible  clew;  even 
Madame  at  the  hotel,  though  she  knew 
the  names  Trevena  and  Franklin,  knew 
no  further  address  than  "England"  and 
"America."  Often  when  she  looked  at 
her  bright,  beautiful  boy,  a  spasm  of  fear 
came  over  her,  so  that  she  could  hardly 
bear  to  let  him  out  of  her  sight. 

This  dread  took  hold  of  her  now.  What 
if  the  stranger  were  an  emissary  from 
Arthur's  unknown  mother,  or  his  father, 
the  "fool  of  a  husband,"  whom  she  had 
so  despised  ?  At  the  bare  idea  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena's  heart  almost  stopped  beating.  But 
it  was  not  her  way  to  fly  from  an  evil: 
she  preferred  to  meet  it,  and  at  once.  She 
turned  back  and  spoke. 

"You  seem  a  stranger  here.  Can  I  do 
anything  for  you  ?" 

"Thank  you — yes,  I  suppose  I  am  a 
stranger.  I  have  not  been  in  England 
for  some  years." 


A  likeness  in  the  tones  of  the  voice — 
family  voices  often  resemble  one  another 
like  family  faces — startled  Susannah,  and 
yet  relieved  her.  She  was  almost  pre- 
pared for  the  ".stranger's"  next  words. 

"I  am  told  that  this  is  the  village  of 
Tawton  Magna,  and  the  Reverend  Austin 
Trevena  is  rector  here  ?" 

"Yes." 

"Then  would  you  kindly  direct  me  to 
the  rectory  ?  I  am  Captain  Trevena,  his 
brother." 

Hal,  of  whom  they  had  heard  nothing 
since  the  letter  received  at  Andermatt — 
Hal  come  back  from  Australia!  It  was 
a  great  blow,  and  might  involve  much 
perplexity ;  but  it  could  not  strike  her  to 
the  heart,  as  the  other  blow  would  have 
done,  had  the  stranger  been  some  one  to 
claim  her  child.  After  a  momentary  start, 
Susannah  was  herself  again. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  since  his  boy- 
hood she  had  never  seen  her  brother-in- 
law,  who  evidently  did  not  remember  her 
at  all.  At  first  she  thought  she  would 
accept  this  non-recognition,  and  pass  on; 
but  it  seemed  cowardly.  And,  besides,  she 
would  soon  haA^e  to  face  him;  for  what- 
ever his  sudden  appearance  might  bode, 
she  was  quite  sure  it  boded  no  good.  Hal's 
fraternal  affection  always  lay  dormant — 
unless  he  wanted  something. 

So,  looking  him  straight  in  the  eyes, 
but  putting  out  no  hand  of  welcome,  she 
said,  briefly:  "I  am  Mrs.  Trevena.  That 
is  the  gate  of  the  rectory,"  and  walked  on 
toward  Tawton  Abbas. 

In  most  families  there  is  one  black 
sheep — happy  if  only  one!  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  whole  family  depends  upon 
its  treatment  of  the  same,  treatment  wise 
or  unwise,  as  may  happen.  Few  black 
sheep  are  wholly  black;  and  some  may, 
with  care  and  prudence,  be  kept  a  decent 
gray;  but  to  make  believe  they  are  snow- 
white,  and  allow  them  to  run  among  the 
harmless  flock,  smirching  every  one  they 
come  near,  is  a  teriuble  mistake.  Perhaj)s 
Susannah  sometimes  recognized,  with  as 
much  bitterness  as  her  sweet  nature  could 
feel,  that  this  mistake  had  all  through  life 
been  made  by  her  husband. 

She  knew  Austin  w^as  at  home,  and 
thought  it  best  the  brothers  should  meet- 
since  they  must  meet — quite  alone;  while 
she  gathered  up  all  her  courage,  all  her 
common-sense,  to  face  the  position.  Cap- 
tain Trevena — as  he  called  himself,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  militia  once,  till  he  was 


750 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


turned  out— had  not  attempted  to  folio \v 
her.  Perhaps  he  was  afraid  of  her,  or 
thought  he  had  good  need  to  be;  which 
was  true. 

A  kind  of  superstitious,  halo  has  been 
thrown  round  the  heads  of  prodigal  sons- 
doubtless  originating  in  the  divine  parable, 
or  the  human  corruption  of  it.  Only  peo- 
ple forget  how  that  prodigal  son,  saying, 
"I  will  arise,'' really  does  arise,  leaving 
behind  him  his  riotous  living,  his  husks, 
and  his  swine.  He  goes  to  his  father, 
humbled  and  poor,  and  his  father  wel- 
comes and  loves  him.  But  most  prodigal 
sons  bring  their  husks  and  their  swine 
with  them,  nor  ever  condescend  to  say,  "I 
have  sinned."'  They  appear,  as  Hal  Tre- 
vena  did,  as  he  had  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing— neitherhungry  nor  naked, 
but  quite  cheerful  and  comfortable.  They 
may  cry  "  Peccavi,''  but  it  never  occurs  to 
them  to  forsake  their  sins,  or  to  feel  any 
more  penitence  than  is  picturesque  and 
convenient  to  show.  This  had  been  Hal- 
bert  Trevena's  character  for  the  last  forty 
years;  and  Susannah,  suddenly  meeting 
him  after  a  long  interval,  and  judging 
him  by  feminine  instinct  as  well  as  by  the 
bitter  experience  of  the  past,  did  not  think 
he  was  likely  to  be  altered  now. 

She  walked  rapidly  on  through  the  plea- 
sant, solitary  park,  both  to  calm  her  mind 
and  to  consider  how  she  was  to  face  this 
emergency,  which  on  the  outside  appeared 
nothing  more  than  the  meetiug— supposed 
a  welcome  meeting — between  long-separa- 
ted brothers.  But,  underneath — she  knew 
only  too  well  what  it  implied.  And  not 
the  least  of  the  difficulties  was  her  good, 
tender-hearted  husband,  who,  absorbed  in 
his  books,  never  looked  ahead  for  a  single 
week,  and  whose  own  nature  was  so  sweet 
and  simple  that  he  could  not  imagine  the 
contrary  in  any  human  being. 

Susannah  hastened  on  with  quick,  trou- 
bled steps,  till  she  saw  Manette  and  little 
Arthur  coming  down  the  i^ath. 

"Mammy  I  mammy  I"' — he  could  just 
sa}^  that  word  now,  and  oh  I  what  a  thrill 
had  gone  through  her  heart  when  she  first 
heard  itl  Stretching  out  eager  arms,  he 
tried  to  struggle  out  of  his  perambulator 
and  get  to  her — "Up I  up!  in  mammy 
arms !'' 

She  took  him  up  and  clasped  him  tight 
— her  one  blessing  that  was  all  her  own. 
More  so,  perhaps,  than  if  he  had  been 
really  her  own,  and  had  to  call  Hal  Tre- 
vena    "Uncle."      As  the  thought   smote 


her,  involuntur!]3'  she  said, "  Thank  God !'' 
But  the  clinging  ot  his  baby  arms, the  kiss 
of  his  baby  mouth, melted  the  bitterness  out 
of  her  heart;  after  a  few  minutes  she  f^^lt 
herself  able  to  return  to  the  house,  and 
meet  whatever  was  requii'ed  to  be  met 
there.  The  sooner  the  better,  for  who 
could  tell  what  might  be  happening  in  her 
absence  ? 

She  found  the  two  brothers  sitting  to- 
gether in  the  study,  looking  as  comfort- 
able as  if  they  liad  parted  only  yesterday. 
At  least  Hal  did ;  but  Austin  had  a  troubled 
air,  which  he  tried  to  hide  under  an  exag- 
geration of  ease.  When  his  wife  opened 
the  door,  he  looked  up  with  great  relief. 

"My  dear,  this  is  Hal,  from  Australia. 
You  must  remember  Hal,  though  it  is  so 
many  years  since  you  saw  him." 

"Twenty-four  years.  But  half  an  hour 
ago  he  asked  me  to  direct  him  to  the  rec- 
tory. He  was  not  aware,  I  think,  that  he 
was  speaking  to  the  mistress  of  the  house." 

And  she  sat  down,  still  without  offering 
her  hand,  as  if  to  make  clear  tliat  she  was 
the  mistress  of  the  house,  and  had  deter- 
mined to  assert  her  position. 

Cnptain  Trevena  was  a  shrewd  man,  a 
good  deal  shrewder  and  more  quick-sight- 
ed than  his  brother.  He  too  saw  his  posi- 
tion, and  recognized  that  things  might  not 
go  quite  so  easily  with  him  as  when  the 
Reverend  Austin  was  a  bachelor.  Still 
he  smiled  and  bowed  in  bland  politeness. 

"  I  am  delighted  to  come  to  nn^  brother's 
home,  and  see  it  adorned  with  a  wife.  I 
only  wish  I  had  brought  mine  here.  Mrs. 
Trevena  (excuse  me,  but  as  the  eldest  son's 
wife  she  has  the  first  right)  is  a  very  hand- 
some pereon,  and  our  eldest  son,  the  heir 
to  the  Trevena  name,  takes  after  her.  I 
should  have  liked  you  to  see  them,  Aus- 
tin: but,  considering  all  things,  I  thought 
it  best  to  leave  them  both  in  Australia  for 
the  present." 

"Of  course — of  coui*se,"  said  Mr.  Tre- 
vena. Mrs.  Trevena  said  nothing.  If  for 
a  second  a  natural  pang  smote  her  heart, 
it  was  healed  immediately;  for  through 
the  window  she  could  see  a  prett}^  vision 
of  Manette'sblue  gown,  with  two  little  fat 
legs  trotting  after  it  along  the  gravel-path. 
She  turned  round  smiling — she  could  af- 
ford to  smile. 

"I  am  glad  you  are  happy  in  your  wife 
and  son.  But  why  leave  them?  What 
call  had  you  to  England  ?" 

"To  see  my  brother — was  it  not  nat- 
ural ?     An  old  Times  fell  into  mv  hands. 
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in  which  I  read  what  (of  course  by  some 
mistake)  he  had  never  told  me — the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Reverend  Austin  Trevena 
to  the  living"  of  Taw^ton  Magna;  value — I 
forget  how  much.  So  I  thought  I  would 
come,  just  to — to  congratulate  him." 

"A  long  journey  for  so  small  an  object. 
And  having  accomplished  it,  I  suppose  you 
will  return  V 

"  If  my  brother  v^ishes  it,  and  if  he  will 
give  me  a  little  brotherly  help." 

"I  thought  so." 

Brief  as  this  conversation  was,  it  showed 
to  both  the  brother  and  sister  in  law  exact- 
ly where  they  stood.  The  big,  hearty, 
well  dressed  man  looked  across  at  the 
homely  little  woman,  and  felt  that  times 
were  changed:  it  was  war  to  the  knife  be- 
tween them,  and  could  not  be  otherwise. 

Had  he  come  like  the  proverbial  prodi- 
gal, in  rags  and  repentance,  Susannah's 
heart  might  have  melted.  She  might  have 
killed  the  fatted  calf,  even  though  fearing 
it  was  in  vain;  she  might  have  put  the 
ring  on  his  finger,  though  with  a  strong 
suspicion  that  he  would  pawn  it  the  very 
next  day.  But  now,  when  he  came,  fat 
and  well-liking,  yet  with  the  same  never- 
ending  cry,  like  the  daughters  of  the  horse- 
leech, "Give !  give !"  she  felt  herself  hard- 
ening into  stone. 

"I  am  sorry,  but  your  brother's  income, 
of  which  you  have  evidently  known  the 
extent,  is  absorbed  by  his  own  family  and 
his  parish.  He  has  for  years  supplied  you 
with  so  much  that  he  can  not  possibly  do 
any  more.      He  ought  not." 

"  No,  Hal,"  said  the  rector,  gathering  a 
little  courage,  and  taking  Susannah's  hand 
as  she  sat  beside  him.  "Indeed  I  ought 
not.  You  know  I  was  telling  you  this  be- 
fore my  wife  came  into  the  room." 

"My  husband  is  right,"  said  Susannah, 
firmly.  ' '  Therefore,  Captain  Trevena,  all 
I  can  offer  you  is  a  night's  hospitality. 
After  that  we  had  better  part." 

' '  My  dear  sister,  why  ?" 

"A  man  with  a  wife  and  child  has  no 
business  to  leave  them  and  go  wandering 
about  the  world,  even  for  the  very  desir- 
able purpose  of  begging  money  from  his 
relations.  He  had  better  stay  at  home  and 
work." 

"A  gentleman  work!"  Hal  laughed— 
that  easy,  good-natured  laugh  which  made 
people  think  him  so  charming.  ' '  My  dear 
lady,  it  is  out  of  the  nature  of  things ;  you 
can't  expect  it.  I  never  did  work— I  never 
shall." 


"I  believe  you."  The  only  thing  he 
could  say,  Susannah  might  have  added, 
that  slie  did  believe.  He  was  such  a  con- 
firmed liar  that  she  began  to  think  even 
the  wife  and  child  might  be  mythical  cre- 
ations, invented  in  order  to  play  upon 
Austin's  feelings. 

"Nor,"  he  continued,  lightly,  "is  there 
any  special  reason  why  I  should  work. 
My  wife  is  an  heiress:  her  father  made 
his  fortune  at  the  gold  diggings.  The  old 
fellow  dotes  upon  her — even  more  than 
upon  me.  He  likes  to  keep  her  all  to  him- 
self, and  so  makes  it  easy  for  me  to  run 
away  and  amuse  myself." 

"How  comes  it,  then,  that  you  want 
money  ?" 

"My  dear  Miss  Hyde  (beg  pardon,  but 
"I  heard  of  you  as  Susannah  Hyde  for  so 
many  years  that  I  almost  forget  you  are 
anything  else  now),  a  gentleman  always 
wants  money.     But  it  is  only  a  tempo- 
rary inconvenience.     I  shall  be  delighted 
to  repay  Austin  every  farthing — with  in- 
terest, too,  if  he  wishes  it — as  soon  as  ever 
I  get  back  to  Australia." 
"And  when  will  that  be  ?" 
^^Cela  depend.     By-the-bye,  there  is  a 
pretty  young  bonne  uj^on  whom  I  was 
airing  my  French   an  hour  ago  in  the 
road.     I  see  her  now  in  your  garden  with 
her  '  6e&e.'     Whose  child  is  that  ?" 
"Mine,"  said  Susannah,  firmly. 
' '  Yours  ?    I  thought  Austin  told  me  he 
had  no  children." 

"Nor  have  we.  This  is  our  adopted 
child.  We  found  him,  and  we  mean  to 
keep  him  and  bring  him  up  as  our  son." 

"And  heir?  To  inherit  all  you  pos- 
sess ?" 

"  Wliat  little  there  is  left— certainly." 
As  Susannah  spoke,  slow^ly  and  reso- 
lutely. Captain  Trevena's  handsome  face 
grew  dark;  his  bland  voice  sharpened. 

"Truly  this  is  a  pretty  state  of  things 
for  a  long-absent  brother  to  come  home 
to — a  sister-in-law  not  too  affectionate, 
and  an  unexpected — nephew !  I  congrat- 
ulate you,  Austin,  on  your  son.  Some 
beggar's  brat,  I  suppose,  whom  your  wife 
has  picked  up  in  the  street  and  made  a  pet 
of,  like  a  stray  dog  or  half-starved  cat. 
What  noble  charity!" 

"Not  charity  at  all,"  answered  Susan- 
nah, seeing  that  her  husband  left  her  to 
answer,  as  w^as  his  habit  on  difficult  occa- 
sions. "It  pleased  God  to  take  away  our 
only  child,  but  He  gave  us  this  one  in- 
stead.    And,  as  I  said,  we  mean  to  keep 
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liim.     If  we  bring  liim  up  rightly,  lie  will 
be  the  comfort  of  our  old  age.'' 

"Indeed?  But  meantime  a  child  is  a 
rather  expensive  luxury — too  exi^ensive  to 
make  it  possible  ever  to  help  others— your 
own  flesh  and  blood,  for  instance.  I 
thought,  Austin,  that  charity  began  at 
home,  and  that  blood  was  thicker  than 
water." 

Poor  Austin  I  he  regarded  his  brother 
with  that  worried,  badgered,  perplexed 
look  so  familiar  to  his  face  once,  but 
which  the  peace  of  later  years  had  almost 
driven  away.  Susannah  knew  it  well 
enough;  it  brought  back  a  vision  of  the 
long  hopeless  time  of  their  engagement, 
when  she  was  passive  and  powerless.  But 
she  was  neither  now.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary; it  was  not  right. 

''Halbert  Trevena,''  she  said,  quietly 
enough,  but  with  flashing  eyes  and  glow- 
ing cheeks,  "how  dare  you.  who  have 
been  a  drain  upon  your  brother  all  his 
life — a  perpetual  thorn  in  his  side  and 
grief  to  his  heart — how  dare  you  talk  of 
blood  being  thicker  than  water  'C 

"  Susannah — my  dear  Susannah,  be  pa- 
tient," said  the  rector,  in  a  deprecating 
tone.  "You  see,  Hal,  we  don't  want  to 
be  hard  upon  you;  but  really  you  seem 
so  well  off,  and  your  wife,  you  say,  is  an 
heiress.  We,  now,  Susannah  and  I.  can 
only  just  make  ends  meet,  I  assure  you." 

He  spoke  meekly,  almost  apologetical- 
ly. But  with  Susannah  the  day  of  meek- 
ness was  past.  "Captain  Trevena,  it  is 
best  to  be  i^lain  with  you.  I  am  mistress 
of  this  house.  I  will  give  you  a  night's 
lodging,  but  nothing  more.  With  my 
consent,  my  husband  shall  not  waste  upon 
you  a  single  halfpenny.  What  money  he 
has  left,  that  you  have  not  robbed  him  of, 
he  may  leave  you  by  will;  but  while  he 
lives  his  income  is  not  yours — it  is  mine." 

Sternly  as  it  was  spoken,  this  was  the 
truth  of  the  case,  both  in  law  and  equity, 
and  both  brothers  knew  it.  The  cunning 
one  shrugged  his  shoulders,  the  weak  one 
sighed;  but  neither  attempted  to  contro- 
vert it. 

"Of  course," said  Austin  at  last,  "one's 
wife  is  nearer  than  one's  brother;  and  Su- 
sannah never  speaks  without  having  well 
considered  everything." 

"Excellent  wife  I  Admirable  marriage 
laws!''  said  Hal,  tapping  his  boot  with  his 
cane — a  very  handsome  silver -mounted 
cane.  In  fact,  all  the  attire  of  this  poor 
prodigal  was  of  the  most  expensive  kind. 


"  '  What's  thine  is  mine,  and  what's  mine 
is  my  own  I'  is  a  well-known  saying.  But 
I  always  thought,  Austin,  that  this  rule 
applied  to  us,  and  not  to  the  ladies.  How- 
ever, tempora  mutant  mores — especially 
family  manners.  Perhaps  I  had  better  go. 
'  It  may  be  for  yeai's  and  it  may  be  forever  I' 
as  the  song  says.   Well— good-by,  Austin." 

Susannah's  heart  softened,  her  husband 
looked  so  very  unhappy.  After  all,  Hal 
was  his  brother.  They  had  been  boys  to- 
gether; and  there  was  still  between  them 
that  external  family  likeness  not  incom- 
patible with  the  greatest  unlikeness  inter- 
nally. The  law  of  heredity  has  freaks  so 
strange  that  sometimes  one  almost  doubts 
its  existence;  yet  it  does  exist,  though 
abounding  in  mysteries  capable  of  great 
modification,  and  above  all,  full  of  the 
most  solemn  individual  warnings. 

"  I  think  you  should  go,"  said  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena; "but  go  to-morrow,  not  to-day. 
Your  ways  are  so  different  from  ours  that 
we  are  l^etter  apart;  still,  do  not  let  us 
l^art  unkindly.  And  carry  back  our  good 
wishes  to  your  wife  and  cliild.  ^lay  you 
live  a  happy  life  with  them,  and  make 
them  happy  I     It  is  not  too  late." 

For  a  minute,  perhaps,  this  man,  who 
had  never  made  any  human  being  aught 
but  miserable  in  all  his  days,  felt  a  twinge 
of  regret;  the  wing  of  the  passing  angel 
touched  his  heart — if  he  had  one.  He 
scanned  his  sister-in-law,  half  in  earnest, 
as  if  questioning  whether  she  was  in  ear- 
nest, and  then  the  light  sarcastic  laugh  re- 
turned.    The  good  angel  was  gone. 

"Oh  dear  no  I  Not  too  late  at  all.  I 
am  the  most  domestic  man  alive.  I  adore 
my  home — when  I  am  at  home.  And  my 
wife — when  I  can  get  her.  But  as  I  said, 
she  has  such  a  devoted  papa — a  million- 
aire— that  I  rarely  can  get  her.  You  see, 
Austin  ?" 

Austin  did  not  see,  but  his  wife  did,  and 
turned  away,  remembering  bitterly  that 
hopeless  proverb  about  the  silk  purse  and 
the  sow's  ear,  and  thinking  with  a  vague 
pity  of  her  unknown  sister-in-law — the 
mother  who  had  a  son  of  her  veiy  own. 

But  before  she  had  time  to  speak  came 
the  pattering  of  little  feet  outside,  and  the 
battering  of  tiny  hands  against  the  study 
door.  "I  will  leave  you  now,"  said  Mrs. 
Trevena,  rising.  "You  and  Austin  w^ill 
like  a  chat  together.  We  dine  at  two — 
our  early  dinner;  we  are  homely  people — 
as  you  see." 

"  But  most  delightful  I    I  think  I  never 
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saw  sucli  a  picturesque  house;  or'' — as  the 
door  flew  open  and  disclosed  "King"  Ar- 
thur standing-  there — a  veritahle  little  king 
— with  his  rosy  cheeks,  his  cloud  of  curly 
hair,  and  his  sturdy,  healthy  frame — "or 
a  more  attractive  child.  Come  in,  sir! 
Let  me  see  the  young  interloper." 

And  Hal  made  as  though  he  would  take 
him  in  his  arms,  but  Susannah  sprang  for- 
ward and  took  him  in  hers,  from  which 
safe  vantage-ground  the  child  looked  out, 
facing  the  man  with  his  honest  baby  eyes. 

Children  have  strange  instincts — are 
often  wonderful  judges  of  character.  Al- 
lure as  Hal  might,  and  did,  nothing  would 
induce  little  Arthur  to  kiss  him,  or  even 
let  himself  be  touched  by  him.  The  pret- 
ty under  lip  began  to  fall ;  he  clung  to  his 
mother,  and  would  shortly  have  burst  into 
an  open  cry  had  not  Susannah  carried  him 
away — as  she  wisely  did — at  all  times  when 
his  angelhood  melted  into  common  baby- 
hood. As  she  did  so,  she  caught  the  ex- 
pression of  her  brother-in-law's  eyes,  which 
made  her  clasp  her  little  one  all  the  closer. 
"  King"  Arthur — born  amongst  foes,  hav- 
ing to  be  protected  from  his  own  mother, 
and  from  all  his  unknown  kin — would, 
she  perceived,  have  to  be  protected  against 
one  enemy  more. 

Glad  as  she  was  to  escape,  she  knew  she 
must  not  be  absent  long.  She  dared  not. 
If  ever  man  combined  the  serpent  with  the 
dove — the  smoothest,  most  dainty  feather- 
ed, and  low- voiced  of  doves — it  was  Hal- 
bert  Trevena.  Many  a  time  in  old  days 
he  had  wound  his  brother  round  his  lit- 
tle finger;  flattered  him,  cajoled  him,  and 
finally  fleeced  him  out  of  every  halfpenny 
he  had.  All  right,  of  course,  for  were 
they  not  brothers  ?  And  have  not  a  man's 
own  family  the  first  claim  upon  him,  no 
matter  whether  they  deserve  it  or  liot  ? 
So  reason  many  excellent  and  virtuous 
folk.     Are  they  right — or  wrong  ? 

"Poor  Austin!"  the  wife  muttered,  in 
pity  rather  than  in  anger,  as  she  thought 
of  the  two  closeted  together,  and  what 
harm  might  possibly  ensue.  And  then 
Arthur  came  with  his  entreating  "Up — 
up !"  and  the  clinging  of  his  innocent  arms. 

"My  darling!"  cried  Susannah,  almost 
sobbing.  "No,  blood  is  not  thicker  than 
water,  unless  love  goes  with  it,  and  respect, 
and  honor.  My  boy — my  own  boy !"  she 
put  back  the  curls  and  looked  straight 
down  into  the  pure,  cloudlevss,  infant  eyes. 
"  Be  a  good  boy,  grow  up  a  good  man,  and 
no  one  will  ever  ask  how  you  were  born." 


She  allowed  herself  a  brief  rest  in  giving 
Arthur  his  dinner,  and  smiled  to  see  how 
before  he  ate  a  mouthful  himself  he  insisted 
on  feeding  the  dog  and  the  cat,  and  even  of- 
fered a  morsel  to  the  woolly  lamb — his  pet 
plaything,  which  always  stood  on  the  ta- 
ble beside  him.  "The  boy  is  father  to 
the  man;"  and  Susannah  had  already  de- 
tected in  her  baby  many  a  trait  of  charac- 
ter which  all  the  education  in  the  world 
could  never  have  put  into  him.  Even  at 
two  years  old  there  was  a  natural  courtesy 
about  "King"  Arthur — an  instinct  of  ten- 
derness to  all  helpless  things.  And  Su- 
sannah was  far-sighted  enough  to  be  sooth- 
ed and  cheered.  The  dread  which  every 
mother  must  have  with  every  child,  lest 
it  should  not  grow  up  as  she  could  wish, 
was  in  her  case  doubled  and  trebled;  for 
of  necessity  she  was  ever  on  the  watch 
for  hereditary  qualities,  mental  and  x:)hys- 
ical,  which  must  be  modified  and  guarded 
against.  And  yet,  perhaps,  this  battle  with 
unknown  evils  was  not  worse  than  the 
pang  which  some  parents  must  feel  to  see 
their  own  or  others'  faults  re-appearing  in 
their  child. 

"  If  I  were  Mrs.  Halbert  Trevena,  and 
my  son  grew  up  like  his  father,"  thought 
Susannah,  with  a  shudder;  and  almost 
thanked  God  that  her  child  was  not  her 
own,  or  he  might  have  been  like  his  uncle. 

But  little  Arthur— blessed  child ! — fear- 
ed no  future  and  no  past.  He  was  per- 
fectly happy  in  his  sunshiny  nursery — the 
room  in  which  the  late  rector  had  died, 
after  inhabiting  it  for  fifty  years,  and 
which  the  servants  had  been  half  afraid 
of  till  the  baby  voice  exorcised  all  ghosts. 
There  the  little  "King"  reigned  supreme 
with  his  two  dumb  companions.  They 
lived  in  mysterious  but  perfect  harmony 
— dog,  cat,  and  child.  They  played  to- 
gether, fed  together,  slept  together — for 
often  Susannah  would  come  in  and  find 
Arthur  lying  on  the  rug  with  his  head  on 
the  dog's  neck  and  the  cat  in  his  arms — 
all  three  sound  asleep. 

It  Avas  always  hard  to  tear  herself  from 
that  pleasant  room ,  where  two  years  of  firm 
control  and  careful  love  had  made  a  nat- 
urally healthy  and  sweet-tempered  baby 
into  a  thoroughly  good  child,  so  that  his 
mother  and  Manette  had  rarely  any  trou- 
ble with  him,  beyond  the  ordinary  little 
vagaries  of  childhood— the  worst  being  a 
tendency  to  cry  after  ' '  Mammy"  whenever 
he  saw  her  preparing  to  leave  him,  as  now. 
•  "  Mammy  must  go — she  must  have  her 
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dinner,  my  boy;  but  she  will  come  back 
directly  afterward.     She  promises.'' 

Already  the  infant  mind  had  taken  in 
the  fact  that  "  Manmiy's"  promises  were 
always  to  be  relied  on,  tliat  mammy  meant 
what  she  said,  and  did  it.  And  though  he 
still  could  not  talk  much,  Arthur  under- 
stood every  word  she  said,  and  obeyed  it 
too— for  absolute  obedience  was  the  first 
lesson  Susannah  had  taught  her  child. 
The  little  face  cleared,  the  detaining  arms 
relaxed ;  he  toddled  back  to  his  four-footed 
friends,  and  made  himself  quite  happy.  No 
sorrow  lasts  long  at  two  years  old. 

But  Mrs.  Trevena,  the  instant  she  shut 
the  nursery  door,  felt  her  cares  leap  back 
upon  her  with  double  fierceness.  As  she 
arranged  her  dress  at  the  glass,  she  thought 
of  that  "very  handsome  person, 'Mier  sis- 
ter-in-law, not  in  envy,  but  in  pity,  won- 
dering wliat  was  the  real  truth  about  her 
and  about  the  marriage ;  for  all  Hal's  state- 
ments had  to  be  guessed  at  ratlicr  than  l)e- 
lieved.  He  had  never  held  facts  in  the 
least  degree  necessar}^. 

She  looked  out  into  the  garden,  expect- 
ing to  see  the  brothers  sauntering  round 
it,  for  the  rector  was  always  proud  to 
show  his  garden.  Well  he  might  be,  for 
it  was  a  perfect  picture,  with  its  green 
lawn  in  front,  its  background  of  stately 
trees,  and  its  kitchen-garden  at  the  side 
— a  regular  old  English  kitchen-garden, 
where  flowers,  fruit,  and  vegetables  all 
flourished  together.  Polyanthus  and  au- 
riculas edged  the  beds  where  the  young 
peas  were  rising  in  green  rows,  and  the 
high  south  wall,  sheltered  and  sunny,  was 
one  mass  of  peach,  apricot,  and  nectarine 
blossoms.  But  nobody  admired  them — 
the  garden  was  deserted.  Susannah  went 
straight  to  the  study,  and  there  found  her 
husband — alone. 

"  Hal  has  just  gone  out,  but  he  will  be 
back  to  dinner;  unless,  as  he  says,  he  finds 
'metal  more  attractive.'  Which  is  not 
likely,  as  he  knows  nobody  in  these  parts. 
He  came  direct  from  London,  and  must 
go  back  again  there  immediate!}'." 

Mr.  Trevena  spoke  lightly,  but  with  a 
certain  deprecation  of  manner  which  at- 
tracted his  wife's  notice. 

"  Immediately  means  to-morrow, I  sup- 
pose?" 

"  Or  perhaps  to-night.  Poor  Hal !  He 
is  very  poor,  my  dear.  We  ought  to  be 
kind  to  him." 

"I  wish  to  be  kind  to  him — if  he  de- 
serves it." 


"  He  may  do  so.  It  is  never  too  late  to 
mend.  And,  my  Susannah,  you  remem- 
ber the  command,  'seventy  times  seven.'" 

Susannah,  feeling  almost  like  a  wretch 
—  a  hard-hearted,  unchristian  wretcli  — 
clasped  the  long-beloved  hand,  generous 
as  a  child's — and  often  as  unwise  in  its 
generosity.  But  that  instant  something 
roused  her  suspicions.  "Why  is  your 
desk  open,  Austin  ?  Shall  I  lock  it  for 
you  ?     Your  check-book  is  in  it." 

"Stop  a  minute,  dear.  That  check- 
book— Hal  really  had  not  a  half})enny, 
though  his  remittances  from  Australia  are 
due  next  week.  He  will  repay  me — I  am 
sure  he  will;  so  I  gave  him  a  small  sum 
— you  won't  mind,  dear?  It  was  very 
little." 

"How  much?" 

"  Only  twenty  pounds." 

"Twenty-five  pounds  was  all  we  had  in 
the  bank,  and  it  will  be  six  weeks  before 
our  next  dividends  are  due," 

This  was  all  Susannah  said — what  good 
was  it  to  say  anj'thing  more?  But  she 
dropped  her  husband's  hand, and  sat  down 
in  passive  acquiescence  to  fate.  The  old 
tiling  all  over  again!  the  same  quiet  en- 
durance, but  none  the  less  the  same  bitter, 
resentful  pain.  All  the  bitterer  that  there 
was  nothing  actually  to  resent.  Austin's 
invariable  sweetness — his  unbounded  love 
for  her — his  trust  in  her,  almost  as  im- 
plicit as  a  child's — she  could  not  be  angry 
with  him. 

"  I  am  so  sorry,  my  dear,"  said  he,  pen- 
itently, "  but  I  had  no  idea  of  the  state  of 
our  finances.  As  Hal  says,  it  is  you  who 
manage  everything.  I  will  ask  him  to 
take  a  smaller  check — say  just  five  pounds 
— when  he  comes  back  again." 

"When  he  comes  back  again!"  repeat- 
ed Susannah,  bitterly.  "He  will  not 
come  back." 

Nor  did  he.  They  waited  dinner — half 
an  hour — an  hour — x\ustin  was  so  certain 
that  his  brother  had  "turned  over  a  new 
leaf" — except,  perhaps,  in  punctuality  at 
meals.  They  then  sent  down  to  the  vil- 
lage in  search  of  "the  gentleman  who 
had  been  at  the  rectory,"  not  saying"  the 
rector's  brother,"  lest  he  might  be  found 
at  the  public-house,  though  that  was  un- 
likely, drink  not  being  one  of  Hal's  beset- 
ting sins.  But  they  found  him  nowhere. 
He  had  vanished— probably  by  some  field 
path  to  the  nearest  railway  station — with 
the  check  in  his  pocket ;  and  nothing  more 
was  heard  of  him  for  years. 
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NEAPOLITAN  SKETCHES. 

BY  MARY  E.  YANDYNE. 


LET  the  reader  who  does  not  know 
southern  Italy  or  Naples  picture  to 
himself  a  city  the  leading*  characteristics 
of  which  are  music,  perfume,  and  color. 
In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  of  the  filth,  squalor,  and  disgust- 
ing* smells  of  Naples,  and  the  too  suggest- 
ive if  not  absolutely  exact  story  of  the 
English  traveller  who  said  that  if  the 
fleas  could  have  been  "  quite  unanimous" 
they  would  have  dragged  him  out  of  bed, 
the  fact  still  remains  that  this  city  is  for 
beauty  of  situation  and  sensuous  fascina- 
tion one  of  the  w^onders  of  the  v^orld. 
Italy  has  majestic  Eome,  Florence,  the 
centre  of  the  glories  of  the  Renaissance, 
and  Venice,  the  Queen  of  the  Adriatic,  to 
be  proud  of ;  but  for  luxury,  for  brilliancy, 
for  natural  beauty  and  lazy  enjoyment, 
Naples  stands  alone,  and  has  stood  alone 
from  the  time  when  the  Caesars  set  their 
seal  upon  it  as  a  spot  where  all  care  might 
be  laid  aside,  and  existence  become  one 
protracted  hour  of  soft  delight. 

Naples  is  a  blaze  of  color.  There  seems 
to  be  a  strife  forever  going  on  between 
nature  and  the  inhabitants  as  to  which 
shall  produce  the  most  gorgeous  effects. 
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Nature  is  responsible  for  the  brilliant 
blue  of  the  bay,  the  splendor  of  the  sky, 
the  varied  greens  of  the  olive  and  the 
vine  wherewith  the  hill-sides  are  clothed, 
and  the  bright  tints  of  the  flowers  Avhich 
spread  themselves  like  a  carpet  in  every 
public  park  and  garden.  Man  is  respon- 
sible for  the  red  and  yellow  buildings  and 
the  general  gorgeousness  of  coloring  which 
characterizes  nearly  every  object,  from 
the  fresco  on  a  ceiling  to  the  cap  of  a  beg- 
gar. I  am  writing  in  a  room  where  the 
gilding  on  the  walls  is  positively  dimmed 
by  the  orange-yellow  of  my  bed-cover,  and 
the  roses  on  my  table  are  put  to  shame 
by  the  brilliant  crimson  of  furniture  and 
hangings.  By  an  effort  I  have  shut  out 
the  sunshine,  but  no  curtains  will  keep 
out  the  heavy  breath  of  the  orange  grove 
beneath  my  window,  or  the  sound  of  the 
bagpipe,  lute,  and  mandolin  that  now  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  have  begun 
the  song  that  will  not  cease  until  after 
midnight. 

It  would  seem  that  Naples  has  been 
long  enough  on  the  face  of  the  earth  to 
be  old  and  worn  and  shabby.  Her  his- 
tory extends  back  to  a  very  remote  age. 
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TVe  read  that  somewhere  about  the  year 
1056  R  C.  certain  -Eoliaus  came  from 
Chalcis  in  Eubcea  and  founded  the  colo- 
ny of  Kyme.  or,  in  Latin.  Cumae.  on  a 
rocky  eminence  in  the  bay  of  Puteoli. 
The  town  of  Puteoli.  now  called  Pozzu- 
oli.  is  to-day  a  suburb  of  Naples.  It  was 
the  principal  seat  of  the  Jews  in  Italy. 
From  Cumje  the  colony  Phaleron,  or 
Parthenope.    named,    ac  _     to    the 

elder  Pliny,  after  the  to  siren  of 

that  name,  seems  to  have  emanated  at  a 
Tery  early  period,  and  to  have  been  re-en- 
forced at  various  times  by  emigrants  from 
Greece.  The  latter  founded  the  Neapolis, 
or  new  city,  while  Parthenope.  the  por- 
tion erected  by  the  original  colonists,  was 
named  Pai^opolis.  or  old  city,  a  distinc- 
tion maintained  until  the  conquest  of  Pa- 
laeopolis  by  Rome  in  326  B.C.  Owins-  to 
the  beauty  of  its  situation.  Naples  sooi 
came  a  favorite  residence  of  the  Roi^  ..^ 
magnates,  but  it  continued  to  enjoy  its 
municipal  freedom  and  its  Greek  consti- 
tution. Its  inhabitants  spoke  the  Greek 
language,  and  wei*e  long  distinguished  by 
their  attachment  to  the  manners  and  cus- 


toms of  their  ancestors.     It  was  on  this 
account,  according  to  Tacitus,  that  Nero 
selected  Naples    as   a    place    wherein    to 
make  his  debut  on  the  stage,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding being  less  offensive  to  tlie  pre- 
vailing sentiment  among  the  people  here 
than  at  Rome. 

"Wherever  Rome  went,  she  took  her  en- 
gineers with  her.     Naples,  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  ^listress  of  the  World,  felt 
at  once  the  creative  and  adjusting  impress 
of  her  touch.     Public  works  were  under- 
taken, poads  were  built,  and  to-day  the 
visitor  makes  his  way  through  the  city 
and  about  the  suburbs  by  way  of  thor- 
oughfares built    for  the  convenience   of 
emperors.    Among  these  undertakings  the 
most  remarkable  are  i)erhaps  the  tunnels 
that  x>ierce  their  way  through  the  great 
Li'!  :  5  p.  -■!!:>  .. ^nich  separates  the  town 
-  of  Cumae.     One  of 
:..  V    .>   ^. ......  i^c  Grotto  of  Posilippo. 

wrought — so  mediaeval  legend  tells  us — by 
the  magic  arts  of  Virgil.  Scholars  insist 
that  it  was  an  outcome  of  the  prolific  age 
of  Augustus:  and  Seneca  and  Petronius. 
writing  in  the  time  of  Nero,  speak  of  it  as 
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a  narrow  and  gloomy  pass.  Alfonso  I., 
about  1442,  conceived  the  brilliant  idea  of 
enlarging  it  by  lowering  the  level  of  the 
road,  and  a  century  later  Don  Pedro  de 
Toledo  caused  it  to  be  paved.  Modern  im- 
provement has  lighted  it  with  gas,  and  to- 
day the  long  narrow  passage,  757  yards  in 
length,  with  a  height  varying  from  87 
feet  at  the  entrance  to  20  feet  in  the  inte- 
rior, and  a  breadth  of  between  20  and  30 
feet,  is  the  main  thoroughfare  between 
Naples  and  the  small  suburban  towns  ly- 
ing toward  the  west.  Just  before  the 
traveller  enters  the  mouth  of  the  gas-lit 
cavern  he  passes  the  tomb  of  Virgil. 
There  is  nothing  but  probability  and  local 


in  a  line  with  the  Grotto  of  Posilippo,  illu- 
minating the  entire  length  of  the  gloomy 
cavern. 

Naples  owes  little  of  her  attraction  to 
her  buildings.  Her  National  Museum 
w^as  originally  a  cavalry  barracks,  erected 
by  the  Viceroy  Duke  of  Ossuna  in  1586. 
Subsequently  it  was  ceded  to  the  universi- 
ty, which  was  established  there  for  a  time, 
but  in  1790  it  was  fitted  up  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  royal  collection  of  pictures  and 
antiquities.  The  museum  contains  trea- 
sures of  antiquity  from  Herculaneum  and 
Pompeii,  together  with  rare  objects  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  The  collection  is 
unrivalled.     Besides  the  various  objects 
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tradition  to  prove  that  the  ashes  of  the 
Latin  poet  once  rested  here.  No  trace  re- 
mains of  the  hallowed  urn,  but  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  Virgil  once  lived  and 
wrote  upon  the  hill  of  Posilippo.  Beyond 
the  tomb,  at  the  entrance  of  the  passage, 
stands  a  small  chapel,  and  in  the  interior 
are  others,  where  the  faithful  stop  and  say 
a  prayer.  There  are  certain  days  in  March 
and  November  when  the  sun  sets  directly 


taken  from  the  two  great  buried  cities,  it 
includes  the  Farnese  collection  from  Rome 
and  Parma,  those  of, the  palaces  of  Por- 
tici  and  Capo  di  Monte,  and  also  treasures 
resulting  from  the  excaA^ations  at  Rome 
and  Stabise. 

Naples  abounds  in  royal  palaces.  There 
are  five  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  which  the 
traveller  may  visit  at  pleasure,  provided 
they  are  not  at  the  time  occupied  by  any 
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member  of  the  royal  family,  simi)ly  by 
procuring  a  card  from  some  one  in  Naples 
willing  to  vouch  for  his  respectability  and 
decent  behavior  within  such  hallowed 
precincts.  Of  these  the  grand  Palazzo 
Reale  is  the  largest,  and  most  magnificent 
in  its  interior  decorations  and  details, 
though  on  the  outside  it  is  a  plain  and 
monotonous  building.  It  is  situated  in 
the  midst  of  the  city,  in  the  Piazza  del  Ple- 
biscito — so  called  from  the  popular  vote 
which  in  1860  united  Naples  with  the  rest 
of  Italy.  This  palace,  designed  by  the 
Roman  architect  Domenico  Fontana,  was 
begun  in  1600  under  the  Viceroy  Count 
de  Lemol.  It  was  burned  in  1837,  but 
some  four  years  sufficed  to  complete  the 
restorations.  On  visiting  it  we  were  first 
conducted  by  an  obsequious  guide  up  a 
side  staircase  to  the  Garden  Terrace,  which 
extends  along  the  whole  length  of  the  pal- 
ace, 185  feet,  and  affords  a  fine  view  of  the 
harbor  and  arsenal  immediately  below. 
The  magnificent  grand  staircase. construct- 
ed entirely  of  white  marble,  and  adorned 
with  reliefs  and  statues,  dates  from  1651. 
On  the  side  toward  the  piazza  are  situated 
a  small  theatre  and  a  superb  dining-room. 
In  the  centre  of  the  latter  formerly  stood  a 
magnificent  cradle,  presented  by  the  city  of 
Naples  to  the  present  Queen  Margherita  in 
1869.  Beyond  this  apartment  is  the  throne- 
room,  furnished  with  crimson  velvet  em- 
broidered with  gold.  The  embroidery  was 
made  at  the  Neapolitan  poor-house  in  1818. 


Adjoining  the  Palazzo  Reale  is  the  the- 
atre of  San  Carlo,  the  native  home  of  Ital- 
ian opei*a. 

Naples  has  a  most  beautiful  public 
park.  It  was  laid  out  just  one  hundred 
years  ago,  and  has  been  enlarged  and  em- 
bellished and  im})roved,  until  now  it  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  pleasure-grounds 
in  the  world.  The  Villa  Nazionale,  as  it 
is  called,  or  more  frequently  La  Villa,  was 
formerly  a  narrow  strip  of  land  close  to 
the  sea,  but,  like  the  Hollanders,  the  Nea- 
politans wanted  more  room  for  their  flow- 
er beds  and  promenades,  and  they  forced 
the  waters  back,  planting  long  avenues  o/ 
trees  where  the  waves  once  danced  and 
rippled.  The  grounds  are  all  arranged  in 
the  profusely  ornamented  style  character- 
istic of  Italy,  and  imported  trees  and  shrubs 
mingle  their  green  with  the  splendid  foli- 
age natural  to  this  favored  clime.  The 
most  noticeable  are  the  magnificent  palms, 
which  spread  their  fan-like  branches  more 
than  a  hundred  feet  above  the  heads  of  the 
passers-by.  The  statues  which  adorn  the 
park  are  many  in  number,  but  they  are 
chiefly  imitations  of  ancient  and  modern 
works,  and  are  sadly  wanting  in  the  merits 
of  the  originals.  Formerly  the  celebrated 
groupof  the  Farnese  Bull  stood  in  the  Villa, 
but  it  was  removed  to  the  museum  for  pre- 
servation, and  replaced  by  a  large  antique 
basin  from  Psestum.  Virgil  and  Tasso 
have  here  temples  to  their  honor.  Dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  day  the  Villa  is 


NEAPOLITAN  SKETCHES. 


759 


comparatively  deserted ,  but 
in  the  afternoon  or  even- 
ing, when  the  daily  con- 
certs take  place,  the  scene 
is  one  of  life  and  gayety 
almost  beyond  description. 
An  Italian  crowd  is  the 
brightest  and  gayest  to  be 
seen  anywhere  this  side  of 
the  gorgeous  East;  and  the 
Neapolitans  bring  their 
worship  of  light,  perfume, 
and  color  to  its  utmost  cul- 
mination in  their  daily 
promenade  in  the  Villa. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Villa 
stands  a  large  white  mar- 
ble building,  the  celebrated 
Aquarium  of  Naples.  It 
belongs  to  the  Zoological 
Station,  and  was  establish- 
ed by  the  German  natural- 
ist Dr.  Dohrn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  a  thor- 
ough scientific  investiga- 
tion of  the  animal  and 
vegetable  world  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  expense  was 
borne  by  Dr.  Dohrn  him- 
self, but  the  German  gov- 
ernment has  repeatedly 
contributed  large  subsidies. 
Several  prominent  English 
naturalists  have  also  pre- 
sented the  institution  with 
important  sums. 

The  inhabitants  of  Na- 
ples number  nearly  half  a 
million  souls.  Yet  in  spite 
of  the  generations  of  men 
of  different  races — Greeks, 
Goths,  Byzantines,  Nor- 
mans, and  modern  peoples 
— that  have  dwelt  in  this 
beautiful  region,  Naples 
has  rarely  attained  even  a 
transient  reputation  in  the 
annals  of  politics,  art,  or 
literature.  All  succumb  to 
the  alluring  influences  of 
the  situation  and  the  cli- 
mate. 

There  are  few  people  in 
the  world  with  whom  it  is 
more  difficult  to  arrive  at 
anything  like  familiar  ac- 
quaintance than  with  the 
higher  class  of  Neapolitans. 


_m^ 


EXTERIOR    OF    THE    GROTTO    OF   POSILIPPO. 


700 


lIAIM'KirS  NKW  MONTHLY  MACJAZINK. 


;x--. 


^\^        ^ 


Si  TRMUrc 


1110  n  iii.k;  sckihk. 


TIi<\v  arc*  exclusive  lo  IIm*  last  dc^^-fcc. 
Their  pridi^  seems  lo  Im^  in  llieii'  IhiIIi, 
iheii*  liiieaj^e,  ih(^  inaji-iiilicciu'e  of  their 
('nl<}}tr(i(f(\  and  the  (lisi)lay  tliey  can  inak(\ 
T\h'.  (Muniiioii  peoph^  nvo  at  onec^  the,  most 
oarciless,  the  most  indolent,  and  the  most 
indiLftMit  of  the  Innnan  i-aee.  Yet  there  is 
nothing  that  seems  to  he;  capabhi  of  de- 
pr(\ssinff  ])erman(Mitl y  the  buoyancy  of 
tiieir  s|)irits.  Not  ail  the  jjolitical  tem- 
pc^sts  that  ha,V(^  swept  over  Naples,  not  tlio 
oppi-ession  of  tyi-ants,  or  tlu^  tei-rihle  ills 
resultin<if  from  indolence,  stnpidit.y,  and 
vice,  have  sulliced  to  take!  from  its  inliab- 
itants  the  I'eelin;^'  that  existence  is  a  boon 
from  the  <»'reat  Ivuier  of  the  nnivei'sc^  for 
which  they  a,re  deeply  thankful,  and 
which  in  tiieir  (*asy,  unthinking-,  uncal- 
culatin^-  manner  they  intensidy  enjoy. 

The  stiHH^t  scenes  of  Naph^s  are  a  study 
in  themscdves,  and  would  entertain  a 
traveller  for  days  even  if  he  never  enter- 
ed a  buildin*^'.  The  curious  i>-a)'bs  of  tlie 
ecclesiastics,  who  seem  U>  foi-m  a  lart^e  pro- 
portion of  th(*  inhabitants,  tlu*  i^'rotesque 
appt^a.i'ance  of  the  strei^t  viMiders,  with 
theii'  war(\s  pihul  up  a,bove  their  h(>ads, 
and  haiio-ino-  U)  all  i)a.rts  of  their  bodies, 
tlie  brilliant  dresses  of  the  middle-(dass 
women,  and  the  fantastic  costunu^s  of  the 
l)e«>'^'ars,  w^ho  are  picturescpie  in  their  V(My 
nakedness,  give  variety  to  the  scene.     The 


cat's  nie.-it  ni.iii,  with  his  viands  strung  on 
a  long  pole,  from  which  he  detacdies  a 
piec(3  and  carves  it  witli  his  knife  for  each 
of  his  four  footed  (dients,  is  u  most  <».\iraor- 
din;ii'\  sight.  The  public  scribe,  prolect<'d 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun  by  an  und)r(dla, 
as  he  sits  at  a  table  inditing  a  love  lettei*, 
pei'haps,  foi'  a  NeMi)olitan  (lams<d  as  beau- 
tiful as  slie  is  illiterate,  is  useful  as  w<dl  as 
pict  ures<pic.  Another  remnrkMble  pei'son 
age  is  the  cigar  scavenger,  who  at  night 
goes  about  witli  Ins  lanteiMi  liunting  for 
old  stumps,  wlii(di  lie  sidls  to  manufactur 
<"rs  to  b(^  converted  into  the  tilling  for  fi'csh 
cigars.  To  these  may  !><•  added  the  zan>- 
pognai'i  or  bagpijx'rs,  and  a  liost  of  oth- 
er curious  <diaract(M's,  ranging  anywhere 
from  M  cardinal,  attired  in  crimson  and 
ridiuLi"  in  ;i  gihh'd  coacdi,  to  a  baby,  ])ound 
up,  .ifler  1  he  manncM'  of  Neapolitan  babi(\s, 
in  I  Ih'  slr.illcst  of  swaddling  (dollies,  and 
looking  more  like  a  roll  of  lin<Mi  Just  come 
from  a  dra])er\s  shoj)  than  a  human  being. 
'I'he  advent  of  the:  /ampognai'i  in  Na- 
|)1<'S  always  lieralds  the  ap))r(>a(di  of  one 
of  tli<'  more  im]>ortant,  (Miui'cdi  festivals. 
They  come  from  their  distant  homes  in 
the  mountains  of  the  Abru/zi  to  Nai)les 
and  the  suri-ounding  towns  lo  ('(d(d)rate 
the   Immaculate  Conception   and  the  ad- 


/AMPOCINAUI    PI.AVIXn    HEFOUE    A    ITPMC    SHRINE. 


NEAPOLITAN  SKETCHES. 


761 


vent  of  Christmas.  Wearing  pointed  felt 
hats,  wrapped  in  long  brown  cloaks,  un- 
der which  occasionally  appears  a  goat- 
skin jacket  adorned  with  large  metal  but- 
tons, their  legs  encased  in  tight -fitting 
breeches  as  far  as  the  knee,  and  their  feet 


of  the  city  reclaimed  from  the  sea.  To 
the  east  of  the  long  embankment  and 
bridge  which  connect  the  shore  with  the 
rocky  island  whereon  stands  the  Castel 
del'  Ovo  stretches  what  was  once  a  long 
and  narrow  strip  of  dirty  sand,  but  is  now 
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adorned  with  rags  fastened  by  leather 
thongs  about  the  ankle  and  calf,  tbey  are 
most  picturesque  objects.  Thus  attired, 
the  zampognari  go  from  house  to  house, 
singing  and  playing  before  the  little  gild- 
ed images  of  the  Virgin  and  the  Child,  and 
stopping  before  the  street  shrines,  where 
they  repeat  their  monotonous  song.  On 
Christmas  Eve,  when  there  is  a  spirit  of 
liberality  abroad,  the  zampognaro  usually 
receives  a  large  number  of  coppers,  and 
as  much  in  the  way  of  food  and  drink  as 
his  stomach  can  accommodate.  When 
the  festival  is  over  they  return  to  their 
mountain  homes,  there  to  pass  their  time 
as  laborers  or  shepherds  until  the  next 
occurs.  The  bagpipers  of  the  Abruzzi  fre- 
quently act  as  models,  their  picturesque 
costume  adapting  itself  readily  to  artistic 
purposes. 

A  capital  place  to  study  some  of  the 
leading  characteristics  of  Neapolitan  life 
is  along  the  broad  and  pleasant  thorough- 
fare of  Santa  Lucia.     This  is  another  part 


a  broad  and  handsome  quay.  Scenes  of 
Neapolitan  life  may  be  witnessed  here  in 
perfection.  The  huts  of  the  fishermen 
which  once  decorated  the  strand  have 
given  way  to  wharves  and  bridges,  and 
handsome  palaces  form  a  background  to 
the  view  from  the  water.  But  the  people 
still  claim  a  right  to  make  this  their  loun- 
ging-place,  the  focus  of  the  scene  being-  a 
small  promontory  which  is  reached  by  a 
flight  of  steps,  and  where  an  elaborate 
fountain  plays.  Here,  too,  are  the  fish 
and  oyster  stalls,  where  passers-by  may 
make  a  meal  off  the  luxuries  so  express- 
ively styled  by  the  Neapolitans  frutti  del 
mare.  The  number  of  these  aristocratic 
oystermen — for  the  majority  traverse  the 
city  to  sell  their  wares,  carrying  them  in 
small  baskets — is  very  limited,  as  the  busi- 
ness and  good-will  can  only  be  transmit- 
ted from  father  to  son,  or  by  extraordinary 
merit  when  the  position,  is  vacant.  The 
stands  are  painted  green,  yellow,  or  black, 
and  surmounted  by  sign-boards,  on  which 
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the  names  of  the  owners  are  inscribed  in 
large  letters,  and  followed  by  such  impos- 
ing words  as  '*  Ostricaro  d'  Europa,"  **  Os- 
tricaro  fisico,"  etc. 

The  lower  class  Neapolitans  live  posi- 
tively in  the  street.  They  occupy  the 
thoroughfares  with  more  than  the  deter- 
mination shown  by  the  upper  classes  in 
keeping  out  of  tliem.  In  Naples  it  is  not 
so  much  the  quarter  in  which  one  lives — 
though  certain  parts  of  the  town  are  al- 
"ways  avoided  by  decent  x^^ople — as  the 
height  at  wliich  one  lives.  The  third  and 
fourth  stories  of  a  building,  for  instance, 
will  be  occupied  by  families  of  consider- 
able means,  while  in  the  rooms  opening 
upon  the  street  two  or  three  poor  families 
will  be  huddled.  One  room  is,  indeed, 
abundant  space  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  poor  Neapolitan  family,  and  sometimes 
they  even  take  several  boarders  within  its 
limits.  This,  so  to  speak,  renders  neces- 
sary the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the 
thoroughfare,  and  it  is  not  at  all  unusnal 
to  see  the  single  apartment  filled  up  with 
beds,  while  the, cooking  stove,  the  dinner 
table,  and  the  pots,  pans,  and  dishes  are 
accommodated  in  the  street.  The  Neapol- 
itan never  hesitates  to  perform  any  part 
of  his  toilet  in  the  street.  He  combs  his 
hair  or  changes  his  clothing,  the  women 
nuree  their  infants,  and  adults  and  chil- 


dren hunt  for  uncomfortable  insects  on 
each  other's  heads  and  garments,  with  the 
utmost  carelessness  as  to  spectators. 

These  people  are  quite  as  fond  of  oper- 
atic and  theatrical  entertainments  as  are 
their  superiors,  and  Naples  abounds  in  the- 
atres, concert  halls,  and  shows  of  all  kinds. 
The  theatre  San  Carlino,  the  diminutive 
of  San  Carlo,  and  the  home  of  the  famous 
Pulcinello,  to  whom  it  was  dedicated  in 
1770,  is  i^erhaps  the  most  popular  among 
these  places.  Pulcinello  is  a  most  amus- 
ing personage,  and  of  most  ancient  line- 
age. He  is  usually  attired  in  a  loose  jack- 
et and  exceedingly  baggy  linen  trousers, 
with  a  pointed  cap  and  a  small  black  mask 
that  conceals  the  upper  part  of  his  face. 
In  character  he  is  a  vivacious  sort  of  wag, 
cunning  and  foolish,  cowardly  and  quar- 
relsome, good-humored  and  malicious, 
caustic,  lazy,  gluttonous,  and  thievish. 
The  image  of  Pulcinello  is  said  to  have 
been  found  in  Herculaneum,  and  near  the 
Esquiline  at  Rome.  He  also  appears  on 
ancient  Etruscan  vases,  and  in  the  fres- 
coes taken  from  Pompeii.  His  name 
changes  frequently ;  it  may  be  Aniello, 
Cinella,  or  Fiorillo:  but  his  character  re- 
mains the  same.  The  performances  at 
San  Carlino  generally  turn  u^Don  domes- 
tic infelicities  of  some  kind — conjugal 
quarrels,  disputes  in  regard  to  property — 
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and  the  incidents  are  nearly  always  of  a 
comic  nature.  Pulcinello  is  the  life  and 
soul  of  the  whole,  and  generally  succeeds 
in  amusing"  a  not  overdifficult  audience  by 
his  sharp  speeches  and  ludicrous  pranks. 

The  manner  in  which  the  people  of  Na- 
ples are  supplied  with  food  is  most  amaz- 
ing to  a  stranger.      The  markets  are  peri- 


tive  carts,  which,  whatever  their  weight 
may  be,  are  at  least  a  dozen  times  his  own 
bulk.  In  his  leisure  moments  the  donkey 
takes  his  master,  and  frequently  two  or 
three  members  of  the  family,  for  a  ride 
upon  his  back. 

A  staple  article  of  food  in  all  Italian 
families,  as  is  well  known,  is  macaroni. 


THE    OYSTERMAN. 


patetic,  and  donkeys  are  the  motive  pow- 
er. Indeed,  without  the  donkey,  it  seems 
as  if  the  whole  business  of  living  in  Na- 
ples would  be  brought  to  a  stand-still. 
Articles  of  every  description  are  convey- 
ed from  house  to  house  by  him.  He  is 
loaded  with  wine  and  water,  for  in  Naples 
the  drinking  water  is  all  procured  from 
certain  fountains,  and  sold  by  carriers;  he 
carries  bushels  of  vegetables  piled  in  pan- 
niers, and  spread  upon  shallow  baskets,  un- 
til nothing  but  his  nose  and  tail  are  vis- 
ible; and  he  draws  loads  piled  on  primi- 


Havingbeen  convulsed  with  laughter  one 
day  by  a  sweet  little  American  woman, 
who  drew  an  immense  endless  attenuated 
pipe-stem  into  her  mouth,  and  then  an- 
nounced, "It's  peculiar,  but  very  nice — 
where  does  it  grow  ?"  we  organized  a  par- 
ty to  visit  a  macaroni  factory.  Our  inno- 
cent little  friend  went  with  us,  and  has 
never  eaten  macaroni  since.  Nearly  all 
the  places  where  this  commodity  is  pro- 
duced are  outside  Naples,  but  a  short  drive 
brought  us  to  a  manufactory  on  the  road 
•toward  Torre  del  G-reco.      We  were   re- 
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ceived  with  empressement,  not  only  by 
the  proprietor,  but  by  tlie  wliole  staff  of 
employes.  The  business  of  manufactur- 
ing- macaroni  is  warm  work,  and  the  cli- 
mate of  Naples,  save  for  three  or  four 
months  in  the  year,  excessively  hot.  As 
a  general  thing",  there  is  a  great  indilfer- 
ence  to  the  matter  of  clothing  shown  by 
the  employes  of  such  establishments;  but 
on  the  appearance  of  a  party  of  foreign- 
ers, two  of  whom  were  ladies,  there  was  a 
grand  scuffle  for  garments.  The  Avomen 
were  most  successful,  having  had  a  foun- 
dation of  under-clothing  to  begin  upon. 
One  boy  secured  a  full  suit.  After  this 
there  were  various  toilets  conspicuous  by 
the  absence  of  essential  garments,  wliile 
one  poor  fellow,  oblivious  of  our  presence 
to  the  last  moment,  could  ])rocure  nothing 
but  a  towel.  In  this  he  arrayed  himself, 
however,  and  tried  to  make  up  by  extra 
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courtesy  for  what  he  lacked  in  the  way  of 
apparel.  The  process  of  manufacturing 
macaroni  is  very  simple.  The  ground 
meal  is  mixed  with  water,  kneaded  or 
beaten  by  an  immense  wooden  beam,  and 
then  transferred  to  the  press.      A  perfo- 


rated plate  beneath,  through  which  the 
dough  is  forced  by  means  of  a  ponderous 
lever,  produces  the  article.  Upon  this 
})late  depends  whether  the  macaroni  has  a 
diameter  lai-ge  or  small,  or  whethei*  it  is 
Hat  like  a  ribbon.  The  sizes  and  varieties 
are  many,  and  each  is  endowed  with  a  dif- 
ferent Italian  name.  When  it  issues  from 
the  press  it  is,  of  course,  moist  and  limp. 
Large  armfuls  of  it  are  seized  by  various 
attendants,  and  I'anged  upon  long  poles, 
suspended  from  the  ceiling,  to  dry.  It 
was  this  familiar  handling  of  the  dough 
and  the  macaroni,  wliieh  is  tlungover  the 
shoulder,  wound  round  the  arm,  and  pat- 
ted and  adjusted  by  the  dirtiest  of  dirty 
hands,  that  deprived  our  little  friend  of 
any  further  appreciation  of  what  she  had 
taken  to  be  a  chaste  product  of  Mother  Na- 
ture. 

Naples  has  a  large  foreign  ])()i)ulation, 
drawn  hither  by  the  fascination  of  the 
cit}^  and  its  beautiful  suburbs.  There  is  a 
considerable  colony  of  Americans  and  Eng- 
lish, and  four  or  five  Protestant  places  of 
worship.  The  largest  and  handsomest  is 
Christ  Church,  situated  in  the  Strada  San 
Pasquali,  whei'e  services  are  lield  on  Sun- 
days and  saints'  days,  and  the  Holy  Com- 
munion administered  weekly  by  the  Eng- 
lish chaplain. 

The  city  offers  attractions  as  a  perma- 
nent residence,  if  we  except  the  few  ex- 
tremely warm  summer  months.  The  cost 
of  living  may  be  arranged  very  much  as 
one  pleases.  There  are  the  expensive  ho- 
tels, arranged  precisely  on  the  plan  of  all 
other  hotels  throughout  the  world,  with 
velvet  carpets,  heavy  upholstery,  a  French 
cook,  and  a  corps  of  waiters  speaking  any 
European  language.  For  these  luxuries 
one  must  pay,  as  one  does  in  other  large 
cities  of  Europe,  anywhere  from  $3  to  $5 
per  day,  according  to  the  length  of  stay. 
The  Neapolitan  pe?is/o?i,  which  is  the  ref- 
uge of  a  very  large  number  of  foreign 
residents,  is  usuall}^  kept  by  an  English 
woman  who  has  married  an  Italian,  and 
found  that  he  can  not  support  a  family 
Avithout  her  assistance.  At  a  pension 
one  must  pay  from  $1  to  $2  per  day.  A 
very  pleasant  Avay  of  living  in  Na])les  is 
to  take  an  apartment,  the  price  of  which 
varies  according  to  the  situation  and  num- 
ber of  rooms.  A  well-situated,  comforta- 
ble apartment,  with  five  furnished  rooms, 
can  be  obtained  for  about  $20  per  month. 
Meals  can  then  be  procured  either  by  going 
to  or  havinof  them  sent  in  from  a  trattoria. 
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or  restaurant.  By  going  out,  an  excellent 
breakfast,  and  a  dinner  of  four  or  five 
courses,  with  wine  included,  may  be  had 
at  a  cost  of  from  eighty  cents  to  a  dollar 
per  day.  Housekeeping  may  be  conduct- 
ed at  a  moderate  expense,  meat  and  vege- 
tables selling  at  low  rates,  and  servants' 
wages  ranging  from  two  to  eight  dollars 
per  month. 

The  business  of  living  having  been  ar- 
ranged, the  person  ixiust  be  difficult  to 
please  who  can  not  pass  his  time  comfort- 
ably, and  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion to  himself,  in  Naples.  There  is  op- 
portunity for  occupation  and  amusement 
of  every  kind.  Days  may  be  passed  in 
the  museum,  where  the  treasures  of  art  are 
inexhaustible,  and  where  there  is  a  libra- 
ry open  to  the  public  which  contains  some 
200,000  volumes  and  4000  manuscripts. 
The  number  of  excursions  that  may  be 
made  to  different  points  of  interest  in  the 
city  and  its  environs  is  almost  without  lim- 
it. To  the  west,  beyond  Posilippo,  lies 
ancient  Pozzuoli;  Baiae,  once  famous  as  a 
watering-place,  now  silent  and  deserted; 
the  baths  of  Nero,  the  chambers  of  which 
were  heated  by  steam  from  a  natural 
spring;  the  famous  Lake  Avernus,  across 


which,  ancient  story  tells  us,  no  bird  could 
fly  without  meeting  death;  and  last,  but 
not  least,  the  terrible  river  Styx.  To  the 
east  are  greater  wonders.  Here  Vesu- 
vius sends  her  clouds  of  smoke  to  heaven 
by  day,  and  her  glowing  fires  by  night; 
Pompeii  emerges  from  her  twenty  centu- 
ries of  burial,  and  Herculaneum  and  other 
cities  stand  three  deep  upon  the  plain. 
Every  foot  of  earth  is  classic  ground,  and 
replete  with  memories  of  the  various 
races  that  have  had  their  habitations 
here.  When  all  other  sources  of  enter- 
tainment have  failed,  hours  may  be  pass- 
ed in  drifting  about  the  shores  of  the 
bay,  of  which  the  poet  Pogers  writes : 

"Not  a  grove, 
Citron  or  pine  or  cedar,  not  a  grot, 
Sea-worn  and  mantled  witli  tlie  gadding  vine 
But  breathes  enchantment.     Not  a  cliff  but  flings 
On  the  clear  wave  some  image  of  delight, 
Some  cabin  roof  glowing  with  crimson  flowers, 
Some  ruined  temple  or  fallen  monument, 
To  muse  on  as  the  bark  is  gliding  by." 

Naples  the  beautiful  has  the  same  fas- 
cination to-day  that  she  had  when  Cicero 
and  Lucullus  built  their  villas  here,  and 
when  the  potentates  of  G-reece  and  Pome 
left  their  great  capitals  to  pass  their  days 
in  indolence  and  luxury  upon  her  shores. 


PLEBEIAN  AND  ARISTOCRATIC  PIGEON 


BY   F.  SATTERTHWAITE. 


HE  hobby  of  keep- 
ing pigeons  comes 
down  to  us  from  a 
remote  period.  In 
this  country  tlie  pi- 
geon has  always 
been  a  favorite,  in 
the  cities  and  towns 
as  well  as  in  the  ru- 
ral districts.  But  al- 
though it  is  almost 
always  associated 
with  the  poultry- 
yard,  its  domain 
there  is  on  an  en- 
tirely different  foot- 
ing from  that  of  the 
chickens,  geese,  and 
ducks.  Of  these, 
tribute  is  demanded 
and  exacted.  Not 
so  with  the  pigeons, 
which  are  often  per- 
mitted to  increase 
without  molesta- 
tion, their  graceful 
presence  alone  be- 
ing considered  a 
sufficient  return  for 
the  expense. 

These  birds,  like 
all    other   domestic 
fowl  which  are  al- 
lowed  to    roam   at 
their     own     sweet 
will,    are     nothing 
more  or  less  than  a 
set  of  mongrels;  but,  for 
all  that,  they  are  vigor- 
ous  in  their   flights  and 
pleasing  to  look  upon. 

The    pigeon   is    a  well- 
known  forager,  and  hence 
is  regarded  by  many  as   a 
direful   marauder   upon   the 
■         "  ^\  newly  sown  fields  or  ripening 

'  crops.     The  rapidity  of  its  flight, 

however,  enables  the  bird  to  feed 
at  long  distances  from  its  home, 
and  the  restlessness  which  it  ex- 
hibits while  on  the  ground  precludes  the  belief  that  a  bird  which  is  provided  neither 
with  a  bill  nor  feet  to  dig  or  scratch  with,  will  do  any  serious  damage  in  any  one 
locality.  From  careful  observation  it  is  thought  that  the  pigeon  picks  up  only  the 
grain  which  lies  uncovered,  and  that  it  does  not  harm  the  farmer  nearly  as  much  as 
the  birds  whose  homes  are  in  the  fields  and  in  the  woods.      The  rearing  of  conmion 
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pig*eons  has  therefore  been  found  to  be  re- 
munerative by  a  large  number  of  persons, 
especially  in  the  country  districts  close  to 
our  large  Eastern  cities.  Many  of  the  cots 
are  kept  up  solely  for  supplying  the  vari- 
ous pigeon-shooting  grounds,  and  a  still 
larger  number  for  the  market.  For  these 
two  x)urposes  the  common  barn  pigeons 
only  are  used.  They  have  no  individual 
intrinsic  value.  A  healthy  pair  of  these 
birds  is  not  worth  more  than  fifty  cents, 
and  unlike  the  fancy  birds  which  are  kept 
in  lofts  and  are  well  fed,  the  barn  birds 
which  fly  out  and  shift  for  themselves, 
feeding  on  every  variety  of  food,  are  much 
less  prolific.  At  best,  the  hen  will  not  lay 
oftener  than  six  times  a  year,  nor  do  barn 
pigeons  ever  attain  a  greater  age  than  fif- 
teen years.  Therefore,  to  make  the  keep- 
ing of  common  pigeons  pay,  the  pigeon 
"dealer  must  depend  upon  numbers,  and 
devote  some  care  to  the  rearing  of  his 
squabs;  for,  after  all,  a  pigeon  over  six 
months  old,  whether  potted  or  baked  in  a 
pie,  is  found  to  be  objectionably  tough  and 
unsavory. 

Of  late  years  in  America,  as  in  Europe, 
where  squab-raising  has  been  carried  on 
for  many  years,  pigeon-keeping  is  becom- 
ing a  substantial  industry.  From  time 
immemorial,  in  England,  the  pigeon  pie 
has  been  regarded  a  national  institution. 
In  America,  while  there  was  an  abundance 
■of  so  many  choice  varieties  of  game,  the 
pigeon  pie  was  less  thought  of;  but  now 
that  the  game  supply  begins  to  diminish, 
we  may  expect  to  see  the  squab  usurp 
the  position  formerly  occupied  by  the 
woodcock  and  snipe.  The  extraordinary 
demand  in  England  for  squabs  has  led  to 
their  importation  in  very  large  numbers 
from  Germany  and  France.  These  are 
taken  by  professional  feeders  and  fattened 
in  a  peculiar  manner.  1  remember  once 
witnessingthe  process  in  operation  in  Lon- 
don. The  feeder  was  an  elderly  man 
with  flabby,  sallow  cheeks  and  protruding 
eyes,  long  matted  hair,  and  his  general 
appearance  was  that  of  a  man  who  had 
just  emerged  from  a  coat  of  tar  and 
feathers.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  one 
of  the  chief  performers  in  the  Passion 
Play  at  Oberammergau,  but  in  the  sere 
and  yellow  leaf  he  had  degenerated  into 
a  "squab  fattener,"  in  which  calling  he 
was  eminent.  In  a  tub  of  water  was  a 
quantity  of  millet  and  split  peas.  The 
feeder  crammed  bis  mouth  with  them  un- 
til his  cheeks  swelled  out  to  hideous  pro- 


portions. Catching  up  a  young  bird  and 
inserting  its  open  beak  between  his  lips, 
the  feeder  injected  its  crop  full,  and  in  a 
second  you  could  see,  as  Mr.  Tony  Weller 
would  remark,  "it  a-swellin'  wisibly  be- 
fore your  wery  eyes."  The  astonished 
bird  at  once  assumed  a  complacent  look. 
With  the  greatest  rapidity  bird  after  bird 
was  picked  up  and  the  food  thus  blown 
into  each.  The  feeders  get  about  two 
cents  for  each  dozen  birds  thus  fed,  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  they  can  fill 
a  bird  with  a  rapidity  which  excels  the 
mechanical  bottling  of  soda-water,  it  is 
easily  seen  that  the  professors  are  enabled 
to  earn  a  tolerably  good  living  at  their 
novel  calling.  The  birds  are  fed  by  this 
process  twice  a  day,  and  in  several  days 
become  fat  and  very  tender. 

Leaving  the  plebeian  pigeon  to  be  arti- 
ficially crammed  and  introduced  to  the 
world  as  a  "Philadelphia  squab,"  we  as- 
cend to  the  higher  platform  where  perch 
the  birds  of  gentle  lineage.  Of  these  there 
are  at  least  one  hundred  breeds,  with  an 
indefinite  number  of  varieties  as  to  fea- 
thering and  color.  Prominent  among 
them  are  the  English  carriers,  pouters, 
barbs,  owls,  fan-tails,  blondinettes,  sat- 
inettes,  and  tumblers.  These  are  among 
the  most  valuable  of  the  fancy  pigeons. 
The  trumpeters  are  also  a  valuable  breed, 
while  among  the  cheaper  breeds  known 
in  this  country  are  the  turbots,  swallows, 
ice -pigeons,  nuns,  and,  magpies.  The 
owls  are  distinguished  as  the  smallest 
breed,  and  the  runts,  which  belie  their 
name,  and  are  known  to  have  weighed 
two  and  three-quarter  pounds,  are  the 
largest. 

The  "pigeon  fancy"  is  of  gi^eat  antiqui- 
ty, and  thousands  of  cases  could  be  culled 
from  the  classics  to  show  with  what  ear- 
nest admiration  and  care  several  of  the 
famous  breeds  were  regarded  in  ancient 
times.  Fulton  says  that  the  cultivation 
of  fancy  pigeons  ' '  is  the  pursuit  of  ideal 
beauty  in  its  highest  forms ;  it  is  the  con- 
stant effort  to  approach  a  standard  of  per- 
fection impossible  of  attainment;  it  is 
progress  ever  approaching  completion, 
yet  never  completed,  toward  a  beautiful 
shadow  which  ever  and  anon  seems  with- 
in reach,  yet  which  is  never  grasped." 
The  same  conscientious  exponent  also 
compares  the  breeder  of  fancy  pigeons 
w4th  the  enthusiastic  and  painstaking 
floriculturist  w^ho  seeks  to  develop  the 
beauties   of  his  ideals.      Thus   it  is  that 
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the  true  pigeon  fancier  is  anything  hut  a 
mercenary  mortal,  and  liis  pets  assume 
under  liis  care  the  same  position  in  the 
world  as  the  orchids  of  the  floriculturist, 
valued  far  more  higlily  by  the  producer 
than  by  the  world  which  looks  on  and 
wonders  at  their  surpassing  loveliness. 

In  this  country  the  "pigeon  fancy" 
dates  back  some  fifty  years.  Recently  its 
growth  has  been  immense,  and  millions 
of  dollars  are  invested  in  perfecting  the 
fancy  and  toy  breeds,  which  are  scattered 
broadcast  over  the  land. 

There  is  not  a  more  beautiful  decoration 
to  the  lawn  of  a  country  residence  tiian  a 
collection  of  the  principal  breeds  of  toy 
birds.  To  appreciate  this  thoroughly  one 
has  only  to  visit  the  "  loft"  of  Mr.  Bunting 
Hankins,  at  Bordentown,New  Jersey,  and 
inspect  his  famous  prize-winners. 

"Look,"  he  said  to  me,  when  I  made 
him  a  visit  early  last  spring:  ''there  are 
ten  pair  of  white  African  owls,  for  w^iich 
I  can  readily  get  81000.  They  are  as  near 
perfection  in  their  class  as  twenty  horses 
would  be  that  could  each  trot  his  mile  in 
2.09^.  What  you  see  at  one  glance  it  has 
taken  me  over  twenty-five  years  to  pro- 
duce. I  paid  $125  a  short  time  ago  for  a 
pair  of  birds  of  this  breed,  which  I  import- 
ed from  Tunis,  Africa,  simply  to  make  a 
comparison  w^ith  the  birds  of  my  breeding, 
and  the  new-comers  were  far  from  ap- 
proach ing  the  same  high  standard." 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hankins  w^as  speaking, 
the  green  law^n  alongside  of  the  "loft"  was 
covered  with  over  a  hundred  white  Scotch 
fan-tails,  of  both  the  booted  and  plain-leg 
varieties,  w^hich  the  owner  values  at  from 
$20  to  .siOO  a  pair.  It  will  therefore  be  seen 
that  the  intrinsic  value  of  some  of  the  fan- 
cy breeds  of  pigeons  is  very  great.  In  Eu- 
rope $1000  is  frequently  paid  for  a  pair  of 
pouters  or  English  carriers.  These  are 
generally  the  winners  at  one  or  more  of 
the  principal  shows. 

The  success,  of  course,  of  the  pigeon  fan- 
cier depends  upon  the  proper  management 
of  his  "loft,"  and  the  judgment  he  exer- 
cises in  the  mating  of  his  birds.  A  hobby 
of  this  kind,  especially  when  carried  out 
on  a  grand  scale,  requires  unceasing  atten- 
tion, and  a  thorough  practical  knowledge 
of  the  thousand  and  one  things  to  be  se- 
cured and  to  be  avoided.  As  Mr.  Han- 
kins's  "loft"  is  unquestionably  a  model  in 
its  way,  a  brief  description  of  it  will  indi- 
cate how  birds  should  be  bred  and  kept. 

The  "loft,"  as  the  pigeon-house  is  call- 


ed, is  located  in  a  large  garden.  Tlie  front 
has  a  southerly  exposure,  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  the  birds.  The  house  is 
made  of  a  frame-work  of  wood  and  iron, 
the  front  being  entirely  of  glass.  The 
building  is  fifty  feet  long  by  twenty-five 
feet  wide,  and  nine  feet  high.  The  "  fly," 
as  the  yard  and  lawn  which  surround  the 
"loft"  is  called,  is  sevent3'-five  feet  long 
and  thirty  feet  in  width.  This  on  all  sides 
is  hemmed  in  with  wire  netting,  and  roof- 
ed with  the  same  material. 

The  loft  contains  200  cages  for  toy  birds, 
placed  on  tiers  of  six  shelves  arranged  on 
the  sides  and  back  of  the  loft,  besides  two 
centre  tiers  with  cages  on  both  sides.  Each 
cage  is  2  feet  deep  by  3  feet  4  inches  in 
length, and  1  foot  6  inches  in  height.  These 
are  faced  with  wire  netting  of  1^  inch 
mesh,  and  each  provided  with  a  wire  door. 
Between  the  two  centre  tiers  is  a  large 
fountain  bedded  with  coarse  gravel,  in 
which  the  water  is  constantly  changing. 
It  is  shallow  enough  to  admit  the  birds  to 
bathe,  wade,  and  drink.  The  fioor  of  the 
building,  which  is  on  the  ground, is  of  cem- 
ent. In  winter  a  stove  is  used,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  loft  is  kept  at  60°. 

Each  cage  contains  a  nest  box  16  inch- 
es square,  painted  white,  the  front  being 
of  glass.  The  nest  boxes  for  the  fan-tails 
and  owls  are  each  provided  with  two  nest- 
ings. 

In  the  side  of  each  box  is  a  round  hole 
nine  inches  in  diameter.  The  boxes,  which 
are  supported  by  four  legs,  are  movable. 

There  is  a  slide  in  the  bottom  of  each 
nest  box  to  permit  the  removal  of  the  nest. 
The  floors  of  the  cages  are  cleaned  everj'- 
day,  and  then  sprinkled  with  wliite  beach 
sand.  The  nests  are  composed  of  salt 
hay,  cut  fine,  and  wet  with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  to  keep  away  vermin.  It 
may  be  interesting  for  fanciers  to  know 
that  this  admirable  solution  is  made  by 
dissolving  one  pound  of  crystallized  car- 
bolic acid  in  two  gallons  of  hot  water.  It 
then  can  be  best  used  by  means  of  a  bottle 
with  a  split  cork. 

A  great  many  fanciers  advocate  the 
keeping  of  their  birds,  while  nesting,  in 
dark  boxes.  This  is  the  old-fashioned 
style.  Mr.  Hankins,  however,  originated 
and  advocates  the  use  of  the  glass-fronted 
nest  boxes,  wiiereby  the  birds  are  kept  in 
the  light,  and  thus  can  be  watched  at  all 
times.  The  change  has  succeeded  admira- 
bly. It  was  at  once  found  that  it  caused 
the  birds  to  become  very  tame,  and  even 
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when  strangers  visited  them  they  were 
less  wild  and  "flighty."  Moreover,  as  a 
result  of  the  experiment,  the  birds  increase 
one  hundred  per  cent. 

The  visitor  on  entering  the  "loft"  is 
astonished  at  the  tameness  of  the  birds. 
They  come  clustering  about  his  feet,  and 
some  of  the  boldest  will  make  free  to 
perch  on  his  head  and  shoulders.  There 
is  a  continuous  roaring  of  wings  of  the 
five  hundred  mated  pigeons,  a  chorus  of 
"cooing,"  and  the  "flip-flap"  of  the  tum- 
blers. Every  fan-tail  is  a  Turveydrop  in 
its  way,  and  a  model  of  deportment.   Their 


struttings  and  posturings  are  very  amus- 
ing to  witness.  The  floor  is  covered  with 
some  dozen  breeds,  which  suggest  to  the 
mind  of  the  novice  the  unavoidable  mix- 
ture of  much  blood.  It  is  soon  exi3lained 
to  him,  however,  that  once  the  birds  have 
mated— which  is  done  by  placing  the  cock 
and  hen  in  the  same  cage  or  contiguous 
cages  for  a  few  days— they  are  inseparably 
wedded  to  each  other  for  life. 

There  is  joy  in -the  family  when  Mrs. 
Pigeon  deposits  her  first  egg.  Proudly 
she  stands  over  it  to  prevent  its  premature 
hatching,  for,  on  the  third  day  after,  she 
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intends  to  lay  another.  This  done,  she 
nestles  down  upon  the  twain,  and  bland- 
ly receives  the  compliments  of  her  spouse. 
During  the  eighteen  days  which  is  the 
period  of  incubation  Mr.  Pigeon  is  a  par- 
agon of  devotion.  He  even  takes  his  turn 
in  sitting  on  the  eggs.  The  hen  geiieml- 
ly  sits  from  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 


turning  to  her  nest  at  the  proper  hour,  the 
cock  bii-d  will  go  in  search  of  her.  and  by 
pushing  and  pecking  oblige  her  to  take 
wing,  when  he  drives  her  back  to  her  nest, 
and  then  stands  guard  over  her. 

Five  days  befoi*e  the  eggs  hatch,  the  old 
birds  begin  to  secrete  a  soft  milky  sub- 
stance in  their  crops.     This  is  partly  di- 
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until  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
then  she  trips  off  to  chat  with  her  neigh- 
bors, while  the  cock  at  once  takes  her 
place  on  the  nest.  In  rare  instances  when 
the  hen  bird  displavs  carelessness  in  re- 
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gested  food,  and  is  in 
reality  the  veritable 
■•pigeon  milk."  regard- 
ed by  so  many  as  a 
myth.  The  young- 
:^,    I'S  lings,  which  are  almost 

always  a  male  and  fe- 
male,     on       emerging 
-        .  from  the  shell  are  be- 

yond question  the  most 
helpless     and     hideous 
offspring  in  the  domes- 
tic    animal    kingdom. 
For  ten  days  both  pa- 
rent bii*ds  feed,  in  turns,  their  offspring, 
taking  the  young  birds'  bills  in  their  own. 
and  by  a  pumping  action  ingesting  this 
soft  food  into  the  young  birds*  crops.     On 
this  food  the  young  birds  grow  with  sur- 
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prising*  rapidity,  and 
when  five  months  have 
passed  over  their  heads  they 
are  ready  to  mate. 

Should  neither  of  the  two  eggs 
hatch,  or  the  young-  die  when  only  a 
few  days  old,  a  young  bird  from  another 
nest  should  he  put  under  the  squabless  par- 
ents.    This  is  done  to  relieve  both  birds  of  the 
soft  food  which,  even   if  their  young  live,  re- 
mains in  their  crops  for  exactly  ten  days  after 

the  eggs  are  hatched.  If,  however,  it  is  neglected  to  give  the  old  birds  this  means 
of  relief,  in  their  next  subsequent  hatching  both  eggs  will  miss,  and  again  if  no 
young  bird  is  given  to  them  to  rid  them  of  the  soft  food,  the  old  birds  at  once  com- 
mence to  "grow  light,"  and  invariably  die.  The  young  bird  is  the  only  known 
means  of  relief,  no  artificial  means  having  been  devised  to  perform  the  same  functions. 

A  good  pair  of  "loft"  pigeons  will,  with  care,  breed  ten  pairs  of  birds  a  year,  this 
being  four  pairs  in  excess  of  the  produce  of  barn  birds,  which,  as  already  stated,  lay 
not  over  six  times  in  a  twelvemonth.  The  "loft"  birds  moult  in  the  spring  and 
autumn,  and  during  these  periods  do  not  breed.  Good  quality  of  food  has  much  to 
do  with  the  success  of  raising  pigeons.  After  twenty- five  years'  experience,  Mr. 
Hankins  has  found  the  following  to  be  a  mixture  best  suited  to  our  climate:  one 
bushel  of  Canada  pease,  one  bushel  of  cracked  Indian  corn,  half  a  bushel  of  the 
very  best  wheat   (not   screenings,  which  are   unsatisfactory),  and  one-quarter  of  a 
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]>eck  of  millet.     There  is  iio  better 
food  than   this  on  which  to  rerrnlarly 
feed  fancy  pigeons. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  hatching  of  the 

eggs  it  is  well  to  feed  the  jjarent  birds  on  ground 

wheal  bread   one  day  old,  after  it  has  been  passed 

ihrongh   a   sieve.      A  little  hemp  seed  three   times 

a  week  added  to  the  regular  feed  has  the  effect  of 

making   the   birds  exceedingly  tame.      In   addition, 

for  the  welfare  of  the  birds,  gravel  about  the  size  of 

No.  4  shot,  and  ground  oyster  shells,  first  heated  and 

dried  in  an   oven,  and  then  ground   moderately 

line,    should   be    distributed    in    small    trays 

throughout  the  loft. 

If  the  old  l)irds  should  commence  to 
nest  while  still  having  young  ones  to 
feed,  an  extra  nest  box  to  lay  in  should 
be  added  to  the  cage.  "Water  and  food 
should  be  supplied,  and  the  cage  door 
closed  to  keep  both  old  and  young  birds 
ill,  otherwise  the  young  birds  will  be 
neglected  and  die,  or  crowded  out  of 
\^-  their  nests.      The  young  should  be  thus 

l'^'   " .      confined  until  able  to  feed  themselves. 

AVe  have  now  come  to  an  important 
part  of  our  suggestions  for  the  manage- 
ment of  pigeons,  namel  \',  the  care  of  the 
^  "  yo\ing  squabs,  which  we  believe  will  be 
received  with  interest  by  breedei*s  in 
this  country.  The  young  birds  require 
to  be  watched  daily.  The  owner  should 
make  the  rounds  of  the  "loft"  both 
morning  and  evening,  and  should  be  on  the  alert  that  the  young  birds  are  being 
well  fed  and  are  exempt  from  sickness.  When  the  value  of  the  birds  and  the  success 
of  the  enterprise  are  considered,  and  when  so  much  is  at  stake,  it  seems  unnecessary 
to  advocate  untirinir  vigilance.      Pigeons  fall  heir  to  as  manv  ailments  as  human  be- 
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insfs;  nof^-lect  will  cause  a  terrible  mor- 
tality, but  by  attention  and  proper  treat- 
ment most  young  birds  can  be  reared.  In 
Mr.  Hankins's  "loft"  when  I  visited  it,  out 
of  over  five  hundred  birds  there  was  not  a 
sick  one. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  squab's  life 
it  is  frequently  subject  to  colds.  YVrising 
from  these,  when  the  bird  is  about  ten 
days  old,  canker  appears  in  its  throat.  It 
forms  a  hard  yellow  pus,  and  is  discerned 
by  the  fancier  on  opening  the  beak  and 
holding  the  bird  in  a  strong  light.  The 
only  sure  way  to  relieve  and  save  the  bird 
is  by  this  method,  which  is  known  to  but 
very  few,  and  which  we  confidently  rec- 
ommend as  being  the  most  successful  ever 
adopted:  Hold  tlie  young  bird  in  one 
hand,  and  with  tlie  thumb  and  forefinger 
pressing  against  its  jaws,  open  the  mouth 
to  its  greatest  extent,  then,  Avith  the  bent 
portion  of  a  small  hair-pin  run  down  the 
throat,  pull  out  the  canker,  which  can  be 
done  by  an  upward  scraping  movement. 
The  throat  should  then  be  swabbed  out 
with  a  camel's-hair  brush,  using  Muosel's 
persulphate  of  iron  in  liquid,  diluted  with 
a  little  pure  water.  The  young  bird's  crop 
should  then  be  filled  by  means  of  a  glass 
syringe  charged  with  cooked  oatmeal 
such  as  is  used  on  the  table.  In  going 
the  rounds  of  the  loft  in  the  evening, 
those  young  birds  which  have  not  been 
properly  cared  for  by  their  parents  should 
receive  a  similar  dose  from  the  life-saving 
syringe. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about 
the  proper  methods  to  pursue  to  insure 
successful  results  in  breeding.  The  main 
point  to  be  observed  is  to  secure  good 
birds  in  the  first  place,  and  then  use  dis- 
cretion and  judgment  in  making  the 
crosses.  The  breeding  of  toy  x^igeons  is 
conducted  on  the  same  principle  as  breed- 
ing horses  and  dogs.  The  defects  of  the 
birds  must  be  studied  and  overbalanced 
by  proper  crosses.  That  this  is  Mr.  Han- 
kins's method  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
that  at  the  second  annual  show  of  the  New 
York  Fanciers'  Club,  held  at  Madison 
Square  Garden,  he  secured  seventy  prizes 
out  of  an  entry  of  seventy-four  pairs  of 
birds,  all  of  which  were  bred  in  his  loft. 
In  pigeon-breeding  the  birds  generally 
get  their  constitution  from  their  mothers, 
and  l^nowing  this,  the  breeder  can  either 
wealcen  or  strengthen  the  breeds  he  has 
in  hand.  Owls  and  tumblers  are  always 
interbred    to    produce    small    and    weak 


birds;  still,  the  infusion  of  new  blood  is 
necessary  when  the  strain  becomes  too 
weak  or  sickly.  Barbs,  pouters,  and  Eng- 
lish carriers,  which  are  termed  the  high- 
grade  birds,  should  never  be  interbi*<uj, 
even,  in  the  most  remote  degree.  The 
"toys,"  which  include  the  owls,  blondi- 
nettes,  satinettes,  parlor  tumblers,  mag- 
pies, nuns,  fan-tails,  swallows,  turbots, 
German  helmets,  and  ice-pigeons,  are  all 
more  or  less  interbred. 

The  carrier-pigeon,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  higli-grade  bird -faiuners,  stands  ])i*e- 
eminent ;  and  as  a  model  bird  of  this  breed 
embraces  so  many  "points"  or  "proper- 
ties," to  create  a  perfect  one  is  almost  im- 
possible. A  proper  carrier  should  mea- 
sure about  seventeen  ijic^hes  from  tip  of 
beak  to  end  of  tail.  Tlie  beak  wattle  is 
considered  by  the  "fancy"  to  be  the  most 
important  quality,  and  next  to  it  the  eye 
wattle.  The  bird  is  bred  in  a  variety  of 
colors,  such  as  whites,  blacks,  duns,  blues, 
and  dun  picds.  Its  name, ' '  carrier, "  strange 
to  say,  sadly  belies  the  bird,  for  of  almost 
all  the  breeds  it  is  the  least  adapted  to 
carry  messages.  The  extravagant  prices 
which  first-class  specimens  of  this  breed 
command  have  already  been  mentioned 
in  this  article. 

The  pouter,  though  confessedly  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  popular  birds  in 
England,  is  not  as  well  known  in  Amer- 
ica. Of  it  Mr.  George  Ure,  of  Dundee, 
Scotland,  in  CasseVs  lUtistrated  Book  of 
Pigeons,  writes:  "The  pouter  is  beyond 
question  one  of  the  very  finest  of  all  the 
fancy  pigeons;  in  fact,  if  those  who  tell 
us  that  all  our  fancy  birds  are  derived 
from  the  blue  rock  are  in  the  right,  then 
I  would  say  he  is  at  the  very  top  of  the 
whole,  as  no  bird  has  been  bred  showing 
such  a  divergence  from  the  original  type 
as  the  x^outer,  and  therefore  no  bird  shows 
the  amount  of  breeding  which  itdoes.  This 
is  apparent,  whether  we  lookat  the  extraor- 
dinary length  of  limb,  the  wonderful  crop, 
the  great  length  of  feather,  or  the  thin  girth 
and  lightness  in  hand  (the  last  is  a  sure 
test  of  a  well-bred  bird,  for  no  highly  bred 
pouter  carries  much  flesli) ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, the  lovely  colors  and  beautifully  ar- 
ranged markings  all  combine  to  form  a 
most  beautiful  and  striking-looking  bird. 
They  are  also  very  gentle  in  temper  and 
easily  tamed."  The  standard  colors  of 
the  pouter  are  yellow,  pied  blue,  red,  and 
black. 

The  barb,   which   was  first  known   in 
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Shakespeare's  time  in  England  as  the 
Barbary  pigeon, lias  admirei-s  in  this  coun- 
try. The  chief  points  of  this  bird  lie  in 
its  head.  The  birds  are  small  in  size,  and 
in  color  are  Avhite,  yellow,  dun,  red,  and 
black.  Good  pairs  range  in  price  from 
810  to  8100. 

The  owls,  next  to  the  English  carriers 
and  poutei*s,  command  the  largest  price 
of  all  the  toy  breeds.  They  were  first  in- 
troduced in  England,  coming  from  Tunis, 
Africa.  The  finest  specimens  weigh  but 
from  five  to  eight  ounces  each.  They  are 
remarkably  aristocratic  and  docile  birds, 
and  stand  foi*emost  among  the  '*toy*' 
breeds.  "White  African  owls  with  black 
and  blue  tails  are  valued  at  from  620  to 
8100  a  pair.  In  color  they  are  white, silver, 
blue,  red,  yellow,  and  black.  The  Chi- 
nese variety  is  called  the  sacred  bird  of 
China;  their  coloi*s  are  the  same  as  the 
African  birds,  and  they  are  nearly  as  val- 
uable. Another  variety  is  the  English 
owl.  whose  standard  coloi'S  are  black,  red, 
yellow,  blue,  and  silver. 

The  fan-tails  are  divided  into  a  number 
of  varieties,  such  as  white  Scotch  fan-tails, 
both  booted  and  plain-legged ;  black  boot- 


ed fan-tails,  originally  imported  from  Cal- 
cutta; red  fan-tails  with  plain  legs,  and 
black  fan-tails  with  plain  legs.  Tliey  are 
valued  at  from  $20  to  $100  a  pair,  and  are 
a  most  showy  and  beautiful  bird,  whose 
carriage  of  head  and  swan-like  neck  are 
regarded  of  the  utmost  importance.  Tlie 
pretty  blondinettes  and  Siitinettes,  with 
their  lovely  pencilled  plumage  and  grouse- 
mutl'ed  legs,  are  called  Oriental  birds,  and 
are  natives  of  Turkey. 

The  breed  of  tumblei-s  includes  a  large 
number  of  varieties.  In  solid  colors  they 
are  white,  black,  red,  yellow,  and  also 
black  mottled,  yellow  mottled,  and  red 
mottled.  From  incessant  interbreeding 
for  many  generations,  Mr.  Hankins  has 
been  enabled  to  create  a  variety  which  he 
calls  •*  parlor  tumblei"S.*'  These  birds  can 
not  fly  but  six  inches  from  the  ground, 
and  in  this  attempt  they  turn  a  complete 
double  somersault. 

In  closing  we  may  say  that  if  our  eyes 
and  eai*s  do  not  misguide  us,  the  charm- 
ing custom  of  breeding  choice  pigeons 
will  soon  attain  the  same  popularity  in 
this  country  as  it  now  enjoys  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent. 


EAST   AXGELS. 

BY  CONSTANCE  FENIMORE  WOOLSON. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

y^ES,  I  have  waited.      But  it  was  be- 
cause I  have  been  trying  to — to  ar- 
range something,"  Margaret  answered. 

She  had  taken  her  hand  from  the  old 
pillar;  she  stood  erect  now,  with  the  white 
shawl  she  was  wearing  folded  closely 
round  her. 

"Something  nicelv  calculated  to  make 


me  suffer  more.  I  suppose.  I  haven't 
been  punished  enough  for  speaking  as  I 
did." 

"It   wasn't    anvthiug   that   concerned 


vou. 


"That  everlasting  self-possession  of 
yours,  Margaret — what  a  thing  it  is !  Here 
I  come  upon  you  suddenly.  You're  not 
a  hard-hearted  woman  at  all.  and  yet, 
thanks  to  that,  vou  can  receive  me  with- 
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out  a  chang-e  of  expression;  you  can  see 
all  my  trouble  and  grief,  and  talk  to  me 
about  arrangements." 

"You  asked  me — you  accused  me — " 
Her  calmness  was  not  as  perfect  as  lie  had 
rei^resented  it. 

"What  are  these  arrangements?"  he 
said,  abruptly. 

"  Do  you  think  we  had  better  talk  about 
them  ?" 

' '  We  will  talk  of  everything  that  con- 
cerns you.  But  don't  be  supposing  I 
haven't  heard.  I  have  seen  Aunt  Katri- 
na,  and  forced  it  out  of  her.  I  know  you 
intend  to  go  back  to  Lanse — intend  to  go 
to-morrow." 

She  did  not  reply. 

"  You  don't  deny  it  ?" 

"No,  I  don't  deny  it." 

"And  these  arrangements  ?"  His  face 
had  a  dull  white  hue  of  suffering  under 
the  bronze  which  the  surface  always  wore. 

"I — I  had  thought  of  living  here." 

' '  Here,  at  East  Angels,  you  mean  ?  Oh, 
you  wish  to  bring  hiyn  here  ?  An  excel- 
lent idea.  Aunt  Katrina,  then,  would 
not  be  separated  from  her  dear  boy,  and 
Lanse  and  his  retinue  would  fit  in  so  nice- 
ly among  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries 
we  have  between  us  collected  here.  Yes; 
I  see.  It  was  my  place,  to  be  sure,  in  the 
beginning.  I  selected  it — the  house — Gra- 
cias — the  whole.  But  I  can  go  away,  of 
course,  and  stay  away.  I  can  leave  it  to 
Lanse,  to  the  devoted  colony  of  his  ad- 
mirers, who  w^ant  free  range  here  to  make 
him  comfortable." 

There  was  a  quiver  for  an  instant  in 
Margaret's  throat,  though  her  face  did  not 
alter.  "  My  only  thought  was  that  per- 
haps it  would  be  more  of  a  home  for  me," 
she  answered,  looking  off  over  the  green 
open  space  and  the  thicket  beyond  it. 

His  hardness  softened  a  little.  "Of 
course  it  would.  That  is,  if  you  must  take 
up  that  slave's  life  again.  But  I  am  not 
yet  convinced  that  you  are  really  going 
to  do  it." 

"  I  am  convinced." 

"It  will  kill  you." 

"  Oh  no;  it  won't  be  so  simple  as  that. 
It  would  be  simple  enough  to  die:  the 
difficult  thing  is  to  live.  And  I  shall  live 
— you  will  see ;  I  shall  live  to  grow  old. 
I  feel  it." 

"It  will  be  death,  all  the  same,  Marga- 
ret— a  death  in  everything  save  the  actual 
drawing  of  your  breath." 

"Yes,  it  will  be  that." 


"You  acknowledge  it  ?" 

"Why  should  I  deny  it  ?" 

Her  eyes  were  still  turned  away.  He 
changed  his  position  so  that  he  could  have 
a  better  view  of  her  face.  It  was  immov- 
able. 

"You  would  let  me  come  and  see  you 
now  and  then  ?"  he  said,  beginning  again. 
He  spoke  in  what  he  himself  would  have 
called  a  reasonable  tone.  "  I  could  help 
you  in  a  good  many  ways.  Of  course,  in 
saying  this,  you  will  understand  that  I 
agree  to  accept  Lanse— as  well  as  I  can." 

"You  must  never  come."  There  was 
no  quiver  now;  her  voice  was  firm. 

"Do  you  really  mean  that  ?" 

"  I  mean  it  unalterably.      Forever." 

"It's  because  I  spoke  as  I  did — this  is 
my  punishment.  But  if  I  promise  never 
to  speak  in  that  way  again  ?" 

"You  must  not  come." 

"Tell  me  just  what  it  is  you  intend  to 
do:  we'll  have  it  out  now.  Tell  me  the 
whole — you  needn't  spare." 

' '  After  to-day,  I  wish — I  intend — never 
to  see  you  again — that  is,  alone.  It  is  hard 
that  you  should  make  me  speak  it  out  in 
so  many  words." 

"Oh — make;  you  are  capable  of  say- 
ing whatever  you  please  without  being 
made.  Whatever  will  do  me  the  most 
good  and  hurt  me  the  most — the  two  are 
synonymous  in  your  opinion  —  that  is 
what  you  delight  in." 

She  stopped.  She  had  turned  away 
with  her  hand  over  her  eyes. 

"  You  are  not  as  strong  as  you  thought 
you  were ;  it  does  hurt  you,  Margaret,  aft- 
er all,  to  say  such  things  to  me." 

There  was  an  old  stone  seat,  with  a  high 
back,  near  the  pillar.  She  sank  down 
upon  it,  her  hand  still  over  her  eyes. 

"What  you  wish  is  to  have  me  leave 
you — tire  you  and  vex  you  no  more.  But 
I  can  not  go  quite  yet.  I  tell  you  that  I 
will  accept  Lanse,  as  well  as  I  can;  I 
promise  never  again  to  open  my  lips  as 
I  did  that  day  on  the  palmetto — island; 
and  still  you  are  going  to  shut  your  door 
in  my  face,  and  keep  it  shut;  and  you  as- 
sure me  it  is  forever.  This  is  unreason- 
able— a  woman's  unreason.  And  it's  an 
insult,  too,  as  though  I  were  not  a  safe 
person  to  have  about.  Why  shouldn't  I 
come  occasionally  ?  What  are  you  afraid 
of  ?  You  will  be  surrounded  by  all  your 
safeguards,  your  husband  at  the  head. 
But  your  own  will  is  a  safeguard  no  hu- 
man power  could  break ;  you  are  unassail- 
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able,  taken  quite  by  yourself,  Mrs.  Lan- 
sing Harold.'' 

Slie  did  not  look  up. 

"And  you  wouldn't  be  able,  either,  to 
carry  it  out— any  such  system  of  block- 
ade,'' he  went  on.  "Aunt  Katrina  would 
send  for  me;  leaving  that  aside,  Lanse 
himself  would  send.  Lanse  doesn't  care 
a  straw  what  my  real  opinion  of  him 
may  be,  so  long  as  he  can  get  some  talk, 
some  entertainment  out  of  me,  and  it  will 
be  more  than  ever  so  now  that  he  is  per- 
manently laid  up.  And  if  you  should 
tell  hijn  of  my  avowal  even,  what  would 
he  say?  'Of  course  you  know  how  to 
take  rubbish  of  that  sort'— that  is  what  he 
would  say.  And  he  would  laugh  delight- 
edly to  think  of  my  being  caught." 

Still  she  did  not  stir: 

He  walked  otf  a  few  paces,  then  came 
back.  "And  here,  again,  Margaret,  even 
if  you  should  be  able  to  influence  both 
Aunt  Katrina  and  Lanse  against  me,  do 
you  think  that  would  prevent  my  seeing 
you — I  don't  mean  constantly,  of  course, 
but  occasionally?  Do  you  suppose  I 
would  obey  your  rules — even  your  wish- 
es ?  Not  the  least  in  the  world.  I  should 
always  see  you,  now  and  then,  in  some 
way.  I  shouldn't  make  myself  a  public 
annoyance.  But— I  give  you  warning— 
I  shall  never  lose  sight  of  you  as  long  as 
I  breathe,  as  long  as  I  am  alive." 

Her  hand  dropped  at  last.  She  looked 
up  at  him. 

"Yes,  I  see  you  are  frightened;  you 
wish  me  to  let  you  go — escape,  go  back 
to  the  house  and  shut  yourself  up  out 
of  my  reach,  as  you  usually  do.  But 
this  time  I'm  merciless;  I  feel  that  it's  my 
last  chance;  you  can  not  go  (you  needn't 
try  to  pass  me)  until  you  have  given  me 
some  further  explanation  of  that  fixed 
idea  of  yours  not  to  see  me  again — not  to 
see  me  in  spite  of  your  many  unassailable 
protections  (including  yourself),  and  my 
own  promises." 

She  sat  there,  her  eyes  on  his  set,  insist- 
ent face. 

"Why  do  you  make  me  more  wretched 
than  I  am  ?" 

"Because  I  can't  help  it.  There  is  a 
reason,  then  ?"' 

"Yes."  She  had  bent  her  face  down 
again. 

"I  thought  so.  And  I  am  prepared  to 
hear  it,"  he  went  on. 

His  voice  had  altered  so  as  he  brought 
this  out  that  she  looked  up.      "  What  is  it 


you  expect  to  hear  ?''  she  asked,  almost  in 
a  whisper. 

"It's  a  new  discovery,  I  admit — some- 
thing that  has  only  just  come  to  me. 
But  it  explains  everything — your  whole 
course,  conduct,  which  have  been  such  a 
mystery  to  me.  You  love  Lanse;  you 
have  always  loved  him.  That  is  the  so- 
lution. You  haven't  been  truthful  in 
pretending  that  you  didn't.  I  suppose 
no  woman  in  such  a  position  as  yours 
could  be  expected  to  be  truthful.  You 
love  him  ;  that  is  it  —  you  love  him  so 
that,  in  spite  of  the  insult  of  his  long  neg- 
lect of  you,  his  second  desertion,  you  are 
glad  to  go  back  to  him.  There  have  been 
such  cases  among  women,  and  yours  is 
one  of  them.  But  3'ou  do  not  wish  me 
to  see  the  process  of  your  winning  him 
over,  or  trying  to,  now  that  he  has  at  last 
condescended  to  come  home;  so  /am  to 
be  sent  away." 

She  got  up.  "And  if  I  should  say  j^es 
to  this,  acknowledge  it,  that  would  be  the 
end  ?  You  would  not  wish  to  see  me 
again  ?'' 

"Don't  flatter  yourself.  Nothing  of 
the  kind.  Recollect,  if  you  please,  that 
I  love  you.  W^itli  me,  unfortunately,  it's 
for  life.  You  may  be  weak  enough — de- 
praved enough,  I  might  almost  call  it — to 
worship  Lanse.  Do  you  suppose  that 
makes  any  difference  in  my  worshipping 
you  ?  Do  you  think  it's  a  matter  of  choice 
with  me,  my  caring  for  you  as  I  do  ?  Do 
you  think  I  enjoy  being  mastered  in  this 
way  by  a  feeling  I  can't  overcome — I  who 
have  always  mastered  other  people  and 
things  and  circumstances,  and  have  never 
been  mastered  myself  ?" 

"I  am  going  to  tell  you  my  life,"  she 
said. 

"I  know  it  already.  How  beautiful 
you  look  I*' 

"  I  ought  to  look  hideous."  She  walk- 
ed about  restlessly  for  a  moment  or  two, 
and  finally  stopped,  facing  him,  behind 
the  old  stone  seat.  Her  clasped  hands 
rested  on  the  high  top, 

"It  will  make  no  difference  what  you 
say.  I  can  tell  you  that  now,"  he  said, 
warningly. 

"I  think  it  will  make  a  difference. 
You  are  not  cruel." 

"Oh  yes,  lam." 

"  I  never  loved  Lanse,"  she  began,  hur- 
riedly. ' '  In  one  way  it  was  not  my  fault ; 
I  was  too  young,  too — too  immature  to 
appreciate  what  love  meant;  I  was  pecul- 
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iarly  immature  in  my  feeling-s — I  see  that 
now.  But  in  other  things  I  had  high 
ideals,  too  high,  probably,  as  girls  are  apt 
to  have. 

"When  the  blow  came,  the  blow  of  my 
discovering — what  Lanse  has  already  told 
you,  I  was  crushed  by  it.  I  had  never 
known  anything  of  actual  evil.  All  know- 
ledge of  that  sort  had  been  carefully  kept 
from  me. 

' '  He  told  me  to  '  take  it  as  a  lady 
should.'  He  seemed  to  have  no  idea  of  a 
moral  view  of  it. 

"  I  had  no  mother  to  go  to,  and  I  was 
very  young.  I  felt  instinctively,  even 
then,  that  Aunt  Katrina  would  be  of  no 
use.  In  the  overthrow  of  everything  I 
had  depended  upon,  the  best  I  could  think 
of  to  do  was  to  hold  on  to  one  or  two  ideas 
that  were  left,  and  that  seemed  to  me  right, 
and  one  of  these  was  silence;  I  determined 
to  tell  nobody  what  had  really  happened; 
I  would  be  loyal  to  my  husband,  or  rather 
to  my  marriage,  as  far  as  I  could  be,  no 
matter  what  my  husband  was  to  me. 

"  So  I  went  back  to  Aunt  Katrina  (as 
Lanse  preferred).     And  I  told  nothing. 

"I  have  no  doubt  I  appeared  cold 
enough.  In  the  beginning  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  coldness,  though  there  was 
always  suffering  underneath;  but  later 
it  wasn't  coldness,  it  was  the  constant  ef- 
fort to  hide,  to  crush  out  of  existence.  I 
had  thought  my  life  difficult,  but  I  had 
yet  to  learn  that  there  was  something 
more  difficult  still.  I  had  not  loved  Lanse 
— no ;  but  now  I  was  finding  out  what  love 
meant,  for—  for  I  began  to  love — you." 

Winthrop  started,  the  color  rushed  up 
and  covered  his  face  in  a  flood ;  in  his  eyes 
shone  the  light  of  a  transforming  happi- 
ness which  had  never  been  there  before. 
For  this  man,  in  spite  of  his  successes,  had 
never  attained  much  positive  happiness 
for  himself  in  life;  Lanse,  Lucian,  many 
another  idler,  attained  more.  Happiness 
is  an  inconsistent  goddess,  by  no  means 
has  she  always  a  crown  for  strenuous  ef- 
fort; very  often  she  seems  to  dwell  long- 
est with  those  who  do  not  think  beyond 
the  morrow;  there  she  sits  and  basks. 
However,  she  had  come  to  Winthrop  now, 
and  royally,  bringing  him  that  which  he 
cared  the  most  for.  He  thanked  her  by 
his  glowing  face,  the  ardor  in  his  eyes. 

"It's  nothing  to  be  glad  about,"  Marga- 
ret had  said,  sadly.  "It's  only  another 
trouble.  I  tell  you  because. I  can't  en- 
dure that  you  should  believe  of  me  what 


you  thought — about  Lanse.  And  also  be- 
cause I  am  weak — yes,  I  confess  it.  You 
said  you  intended  to  see  me,  follow  me. 
But  now  that  you  know  how  it  is  with 
me,  you  won't  do  that." 

Winthrop's  face  remained  triumphant. 
"Strange  reasoning,  Margaret." 

' '  The  best  reasoning.  So  long  as  it 
was  only  you,  you  could  do  as  you 
pleased.  But  now  that  you  know  that — 
that  others  will  suffer  too — "  She  paused. 
' '  I  am  sure  I  have  not  trusted  you  in  vain  ?" 
she  said,  appealingly. 

But  he  shook  his  head ;  the  delight  still 
animated  him.  "You  can  trust  me  in 
any  way ;  I  won't  take  advantage ;  that  is, 
not  now ;  I  won't  come  a  step  nearer.  But 
you  needn't  try  to  make  me  think,  Mar- 
garet, that  it's  not  something  to  be  glad 
about — to  know  that  you  care  for  me." 
He  laughed  a  little  from  his  sheer  satis- 
faction; then,  in  his  old  way,  he  put  his 
hands  compactly  down  in  the  pockets  of 
his  coat,  and  stood  there  looking  at  her. 

"Is  it  anything  to  be  glad  about — my 
w^retchedness  ?"  she  asked,  strengthening 
herself  for  the  contest. 

"  It  makes  you  wretched  ?     Strange!" 

' '  I  am  so  wretched — I  have  been  wretch- 
ed so  long — that  only  my  firm  belief  that 
my  Creator  knows  best  has  enabled  me 
to  live  on,  has  kept  me  from  ending  it." 

"Why  should  you  be  more  unhappy 
than  I  am  ?  Nothing  could  make  "me  end 
my  life  now." 

She  looked  at  him  in  silence. 

' '  If  you  look  at  me  in  that  way — "Win- 
throp began. 

She  left  her  place.  He  stood  where  he 
was,  watching  her;  but  he  was  not  pay- 
ing much  heed  now  to  what  she  was  say- 
ing, or  to  anything  that  he  might  replj^. 
He  had  the  great  fact.  Man-like,  he  was 
enjoying  it.  It  was  enough  for  the  pre- 
sent— after  all  these  years. 

She  seemed  to  see  how  little  impression 
she  had  made.  She  came  back  to  the  old 
stone  a  second  time  to  complete  her  story. 
"I  tried  so  hard— I  was  so  glad  when  I 
saw  how  you  disliked  me — " 

"It  wasn't  dislike." 

"I  thought  it  was.  And  I  was  miser- 
ably glad.  W^hat  did  I  take  charge  of 
Garda  for  but  because  I  thought  you  loved 
her?  That  should  be  my  penance;  she 
should  be  like  my  own  sister,  and  I  would 
do  everything  that  I  possibly  could  for 
her,  for  her  sake  and  yours.  She  was  so 
very  beautiful — " 
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He  interposed  here.  'Yes.  she  was 
beautiful;  but  beautiful  for  everybody. 
Your  beauty  is  dearer,  because  it  is  kept 
back,  in  its  fullest  sweetness,  for  the  man 
you  love." 

But  no  blush  rose  in  her  face:  she  was 
too  unhappy  for  that.  She  was  absorbed, 
too,  in  trying  to  reach  him,  to  touch  him, 
so  that  he  would  see  what  must  be.  as  she 
saw  it.  "I  did  all  I  could  for  her."  she 
went  on,  earnestly — "you  know  I  did.  I 
tried  to  influence  her,  I  tried  to  love  her. 
And  I  did  love  her,  in  spite  of  everything 
— there  is  much  that  is  fascinating  in  Gar- 
da.  And  I  was  sure,  loo,  that  she  cai*ed 
for  you — ■' 

*  *  It  isn't  everybody,  you  must  remem- 
ber, that  has  your  opinion  of  me."  inter- 
rupted her  listener,  deliglitedly. 

"But  she  herself  had  told  me — Garda 
had  told  me.  However.  I  begin  to  think 
now  that  I  have  never  comprehended 
Garda  at  all." 

'Don't  try." 

"But  I  love  her  just  the  same.  That 
afternoon  when  she  was  on  her  way  to 
Madam  Giron's  to  meet  Lucian  and  I  took 
her  place,  it  seemed  to  me  that  day  that  a 
wonderful  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
me  suddenly  to  complete  my  penance  to 
the  full,  and  crush  out  my  own  miserable 
folly.  I  could  save  her  in  your  eyes  (I 
thought  she  meant  no  harm,  she  was  only 
lawless),  and  I  could  lose  myself.  For. 
after  that. you  could  have,  of  course,  only 
contemx^t  for  me.  I  believed  that  you 
loved  her;  I  didn't  see  how  you  could 
help  it :  I  don't  see  very  well  even  now. 
And  I  believed,  too.  that  under  all  her 
fancies  —  I  confess  ^they  seemed  to  me 
strange — her  real  affection  was  youi^s,  or 
would  come  back  to  you." 

"  All  wrong.  Margaret,  the  whole  of  it. 
Overstrained:  morbid,  too." 

"It  may  be  so.  I  was  very  unhappy. 
I  had  brooded  over  everything  so  long; 
at  least  I  was  trying  to  do  what  was  best. 
Next  Lanse  came  back.  And  that  was  a 
godsend." 

"Godsend:"  said  "Winthrop.  his  face 
darkening. 

"  Yes.     It  took  me  away  from  you." 

''To  him." 

''You  have  never  understood — I  was 
only  the  housekeeper — he  wished  to  be 
made  comfortable,  that  was  all.  It  was 
infinitely  better  for  me  there.'' 

"Infinitely I  You  looked  so  well  and 
happy   all    that  time."     His   joyousness 


was  all  gone  now;  anger  had  come  again 
into  his  eyes. 

"I  could  not  be  happy.  How  could  I 
be  ?  But  at  least  I  was  safe.  Then  he 
left  me  that  second  time,  and  you  were 
there:  that  was  the  hardest  of  all." 

* '  You  Ixn'e  it  well  I  I  i*emember  I  found 
it  impossible  to  get  a  woi-d  with  you.  The 
truth  is,  Margaret,  I  have  never  known 
you  to  falter.  You  are  not  faltering  in 
the  least  even  now.  I  cant  quite  believe, 
therefoi*e,  that  you  care  for  me  as  you  say 
you  do.  You  certainly  don't  care  as  I 
care  for  you ;  i>erhaps  you  can't.  But  the 
little  you  do  give  me  is  pi*ecious;  for  even 
that,  small  as  it  is.  will  keep  you  from  go- 
ing back  to  Lanse  Harold.  " 

"Keep  me  fi^om  going  back?  What 
do  you  supix)se  I  have  told  you  this  for  ? 
Don't  you  see  that  it  is  exactly  this — my 
feeling  for  you — that  sends  me.  drives  me 
back  to  him  i  On  what  plea,  now,  could 
I  refuse  to.go  ?  The  pretense  of  unhap- 
piness,  of  having  been  wronged  ?"  She 
paused.  Then  rushed  on  again.  "Tlie 
law — of  separation.  I  mean — is  founded 
upon  the  idea  that  a  wife  is  outraged,  in- 
sulted, by  her  husband's  desertion  :  but  in 
my  case  Lanse's  entire  indifference  to  me, 
his  estrangement— these  have  been  the 
most  precious  ^xissessions  I  have  had  I  If 
at  any  time  since  almost  the  fii*st  moment 
I  met  you  he  had  come  back  and  asked 
for  pardon,  reconciliation,  promised  to  be 
after  that  the  most  faithful  of  husbands, 
what  would  have  l^ecome  of  me  ?  what 
should  I  have  said  ?  But  he  did  not  ask — 
he  does  not  now:  I  can  only  be  profound- 
ly grateful." 

"  Yes;  compare  youi'self  with  a  man  of 
that  sort — do;  it's  so  just  I" 

"It  is  perfectly  just.  I  am  a  woman, 
surrounded  by  all  a  woman's  cowardice 
and  nervousness  and  fear  of  l^eing  talked 
about:  and  he  is  a  man.  and  not  afraid: 
but  at  heart — at  heart — how  much  better 
am  I  than  he  ?  You  do  not  know.  "  She 
stopped.  "I  consider  it  a  part  of  my  of- 
fense against  my  husband  that  I  have 
never  loved  him,"  she  added. 

"The  old  story  1  Go  on  now  and  tell 
me  that  if  you  had  loved  him.  he  himself 
would  have  been  better." 

"  No.  that  I  can  not  tell  you.  Even  if 
I  had  cared  for  him.  I  might  have  had  no 
influence."     She  spoke  with  humility. 

"You  sweet  woman — "  He  left  his 
l^lace. 

She  moved  back. 
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'•Don't  be  afraid."  He  stopped  where 
lie  was. 

'•Lanse  knew  perfectly  that  I  did  not 
love  him,  and  never  liad  loved  liim:  he 
knew  it  when  I  didn't,"  she  went  on. 
"And  I  really  think — yes.  I  must  say  it — 
that  if  I  had  cared  for  him  even  slightly, 
he  would  have  been  more  guarded,  would 
have  concealed  more,  spared  me  more: 
in  little  things,  Lanse  is  kind.  But  he 
knew  that  I  shouldn't  suffer,  in  that  way 
at  least.  And  it  was  quite  true.  ^ly  real 
suffering — -the  worst  suffering — has  not 
come  from  him  at  all :  it  has  come  from 
my  feeling  for  you.  At  first  I  had  plans 
— I  was  too  young  to  give  up  all  hope  of 
something  better  and  brighter  for  myself. 
some  time,  in  spite  of  what  had  happened. 
But  my  plans  came  to  an  end:  as  soon  as 
I  knew — discovered — that  I  was  beginning 
to  care  for  you,  all  my  plans  turned  to 
keeping  in  the  one  straight  track  that  lay 
before  me.  I  did  not  think  I  should 
fail— " 

"I  can  well  believe  thatl"  he  inter- 
rupted. 

'*0h.  do  not  be  harsh  to  me!  you  do 
not  know.  You  think  my  will  is  strong. 
But  oh  I  it  isn't — it  isn't.  "When  Lanse 
left  me  that  second  time,  and  you  were 
there,  I  knew  then  that  there  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  go,  go  as  far  from  you  as  pos- 
sible: anything  less,  no  matter  how  I 
might  disguise  it.  wotild  be  staying  be- 
cause I  wanted  to  stay.  And  I  did  try  to 
go;  I  would  not  stop  at  that  hotel  when  I 
saw  you  on  the  shore — I  went  back  to  the 
empty  house.  Yoti  kept  saying.  '  "Who 
should  help  you.mider  this  blow. if  not  IT 
But  you  were  the  last  person.  And  it 
wasn't  a  blow — that  was  the  horrible  part 
of  it:  it  was  freedom,  joy.  I  dared  not 
stay  then.      I  H'Ul  not  now." 

"You  do  well  to  change  the  terms."  he 
answered,  with  unsparing  bitterness.  ' "  It's 
nothing  but  will  to-day.  whatever  it  may 
once  have  been.  I  don't  beliewe  about 
your  not  daring :  I  don't,  in  fact,  believe — 
that  is.  fully — anything  you  have  said." 

"Very  well;  why.  then,  should  I  stay 
here  talking  longer  I  You  must  let  me 
go."  She  left  the  place  and  entered  the 
orange  grove,  which  she  was  obliged  to 
pass  through,  on  her  way  to  the  house. 

But  he  overtook  her;  he  stepped  in  front 
and  barred  the  way.  "You  have  been 
remarkably  skillful,  I  demanded  an  ex- 
planation ;  I  was  evidently  g'oing  to  make 
trouble.      So  you  gave  me  this  one:  you 
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said  that  you  had,  unfortunately  for  your- 
self, begun  to  love  me ;  that  was  the  ex- 
planation of  everything.  You  threw  me 
this  to  stop  me,  like  a  bone  to  a  dog,  so 
that  you  could  get  comfortably  away. 
But  I  have  this  to  tell  you:  if  you  had 
really  loved  me,  you  couldn't  have  ar- 
gued quite  so  well.  And  you  couldn't  go 
now,  either,  so  self-complacently  and  con- 
tentedly, leaving  me  here  in  my  pain." 

"  So  be  it, "  she  said.  She  looked  through 
the  blossoming  aisles  to  the  right,  to  the 
left,  as  if  in  search  of  some  rescuer,  some 
one. 

But  what  does  a  woman  like  you  know 
of  love,  after  all — real  love  that  burns  and 
throbs  ?''  he  went  on,  with  angry  scorn. 
"  As  a  general  thing,  the  better  she  is,  the 
less  she  knows.  And  I  have  never  denied 
that  you  were  good.  Margaret." 

She  moved  to  pass  him. 

•  •  Xot  yet.  You  have  reasoned  the  whole 
case  out  too  well:  there  was  rather  too 
much  reason.  A  lawyer  couldn't  have 
done  it  better." 

'  •  I  have  liad  time  to  think  of  the  rea- 
sons. How  often  each  day  do  you  sup- 
pose I  have  gone  over  everything — over 
and  over  ?  And  how  many  days  have 
there  been  in  these  long  years  ?" 

"It  isn't  the  time.      It's  your  nature." 

"Very  well.      It's  my  nature." 

"But  you  needn't  suppose  that  your 
having  that  nature  will  stop  me,"  he  said. 
with  a  certain  violence  of  tone  roused  by 
her  agreement  with  these  accusations. 
'  •  You  have  confessed  to  some  sort  of  lik- 
ing- for  me:  I  shall  take  advantage  of  it 
as  far  as  it  goes  (not  far,  I  fear) ;  I  shall 
make  it  serve  as  the  foundation  of  all  I 
shall  ccnstantly  attempt  to  do." 

Her  arms  dropped  by  her  sides.  *  *  Con- 
stantly I  I  believe  there  is  nothing  in  the 
world  so  cruel  as  a  man  when  he  pretends 
to  care  for  you."  She  moved  off  a  step 
or  two.  "I  do  not  love  you.  you  say  ? 
I  adore  you.  From  almost  the  first  day  I 
saw  you :  yes.  even  from  then.  It  is  the 
one  love  of  my  life,  and  remember  I 
am  not  a  girl :  it's  a  woman  who  tells  you 
this — to  her  misery.  And  it  is  everything 
about  you  that  I  love — that  makes  it  hard- 
er :  not  only  what  you  say  and  how  you  say 
it.  what  you  think  and  do,  but  what  you 
are — oh:  what  you  are  in  everything-. 
The  way  you  look  at  me,  the  tone  of  your 
voice,  the  turn  of  your  head,  your  eyes, 
your  hands — I  love  them,  I  love  them  all. 
I  suffer  everv  moment.     It  has  been  so 
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for  years.  I  am  so  miserable  away  from 
you,  so  desperate  and  lonely  I  And  yet, 
when  I  am  with  you,  that  is  harder. 
AVhichever  way  I  turn,  there  is  nothing 
but  pain.  It  is  so  torturing-  that  I  won- 
der how  I  can  have  lived.  Yet  would  I 
give  it  up  ?     Never!" 

The  splendor  of  her  blue  eyes,  as  she 
poured  forth  these  words,  her  rapt  expres- 
sion, the  slight  iigure,  erect  and  tense — he 
could  no  more  have  dared  to  touch  her 
then  than  he  could  have  touched  a  beau- 
tiful seraph  that  had  lighted  for  an  in- 
stant in  his  path. 

Her  eyes  suddenly  changed.  "  When 
I  have  hurt  you,"  she  went  on,  "it  has 
been  so  hard  to  do  it,  Evert — so  hard!" 
She  was  the  woman  now;  a  mist  had  suf- 
fused the  blue. 

He  came  toward  her;  he  sank  down  at 
her  feet.  "I  am  not  worthy,"  he  mur- 
mured, in  real  self-abasement. 

"  No,  you  are  not.     But — I  love  you. 

He  sprang  up.  "I  luill  be  Avorthy. 
You  shall  do  all  you  think  right,  and  I 
— will  help  you." 

"Yes,  help  me  by  leaving  me." 

"  For  the  present— I  will  go." 

"For  always." 

"Margaret,  do  not  be  too  hard.  And 
now,  when  I  know — " 

"You  do  believe  me,  then  ?"  she  inter- 
rupted, with  winning  sweetness. 

"Yes,  I  believe  you!  It  makes  me 
tfemble  to  think  what  it  Avould  be  if  we 
were  married :  they  say  people  do  not  die 
of  joy." 

She  came  out  of  her  trance.  Her  face 
changed,  apprehension  returned — the  old 
pain.  She  rallied  her  sinking  courage. 
"We  will  not  talk  of  things  that  do  not 
concern  us,"  she  said,  gently.  "All  my 
life — that  is,  the  peace  of  it— is  in  your 
power.  Evert,  now  that  you  know  the 
truth  about  me.  But  I  am  sure  I  have 
not  put  faith  in  you  in  vain." 

"Don't  you  remember  saying  to  me 
once — I  have  never  forgotten  it-  -'  Do  you 
wish  me  to  die  without  ever  having  been 
my  full  self  once,  always  kept  back,  re- 
strained ?'  So  now  I  say  to  you,  do  you 
wish  to  die  without  ever  having  lived, 
fully  lived  ?  You  have  never  lived  yet 
with  anything  like  a  full  completeness. 
I  am  not  a  bad  man,  I  declare  it  to  you ; 
and  you  are  the  most  unselfish  of  women. 
You  have  a  husband  who  has  no  claim 
upon  you,  either  in  right  or  law.  Mar- 
garet, let  us  break  that  false   tie.      And 


then!— see,  I  do  not  move  a  step  nearer. 
But  I  put  it  before  you — I  plead — " 

"And  do  you  think  I  need  thit  ? — do 
you  think  I  have  not  felt  the  temptation 
too  ?"  she  mui'mured,  looking  at  him. 
''  When  Lanse  left  me,  over  there  on  the 
river,  don't  you  remember  that  I  went 
down  on  my  knees  ?  It  was  the  beating 
of  my  heart  at  the  thought  of  how  easily 
after  that  I  could  be  freed — freed,  I  mean, 
by  law — that  was  what  I  was  trying  to 
pray  down.  To  be  free  to  think  of  you, 
though  you  should  never  know  it,  even 
that  would  have  been  like  a  now  life," 

"Take  it  now,"  said  Winthrop.  He 
grasped  her  hand. 

But  she  drew  it  from  him.  "Surely 
you  know  what  I  believe,  what  all  this 
means  to  me — that  for  such  mistakes  as  a 
marriage  like  mine  there  is  on  this  earth 
no  remedy." 

■  We"  11  make  a  remedy." 

Again  she  strengthened  herself  against 
him.  "Do  you  think  that  a  separation — 
I  will  use  plain  words,  a  divorce — is  right 
when  it  is  obtained,  no  matter  what  the 
outside  pretext,  to  enable  two  ])ersons 
who  have  loved  each  other  unlawfully  to 
marry  ?" 

"Unlawfully  —  you  make  me  raget 
Lanse  is  the  unlawful  one." 

"That  doesn't  excuse  me." 

"  Don't  put  the  word  excuse  anywhere 
near  yourself  when  you  are  talking  of 
Lanse;  I  won't  bear  it.  And  nothing  is 
wrong  that  we  can  not  possibly  help,  Mar- 
garet ;  any  one  would  tell  you  that.  If  it  is 
something  beyond  our  wills,  we  are  pow-^ 
erless." 

"Against  my  love  for  you  I  may  be 
powerless — I  am.  But  not  against  the 
indulgence  of  it." 

"You  are  too  strong,"  he  began.  "J 
couldn't  pretend — "  Then  he  saw  how 
she  was  trembling. 

From  head  to  foot  a  quiver  had  seized 
her,  the  lovely  shoulders,  the  long  lithe 
length  of  limb  which  gave  her  the  step 
he  had  always  admired  so  much,  the  little 
hands,  though  she  had  folded  them  close- 
ly as  if  endeavoring  to  stop  it,  even  the 
lips  with  their  sweet  curves — the  tremor 
had  taken  them  all  from  her  control ;  she 
stood  there  helpless  before  him. 

"I  can't  reason,  Margaret,  and  I  won't; 
in  this  case  reason's  wrong,  and  you're 
wrong.  You  love  me — that  I  know.  And 
the  power  for  good  of  such  a  love  as  yours 
— you  magnificent  woman,  not  afraid  to 
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tell  it — that  power  shall  not  be  wasted 
and  lost.  Have  you  I  will!"  It  was 
more  than  a  touch  now  ;  he  held  her 
white  wrists  with  a  grasp  like  iron,  and 
drew  her  toward  him.  "  I  hold  you  so, 
but  it  won't  be  for  long*.  In  reality  I  am 
at  your  feet,"  he  said. 

She  had  not  struggled;  she  made  no 
■effort  to  free  herself.  But  her  eyes  met 
his,  full  of  an  indomitable  refusal.  ' '  I 
shall  never  yield,"  she  said. 

Thus  they  stood  for  a  moment,  the  two 
wills  grappled  in  a  mute  contest. 

Then  he  let  her  hands  drop. 

"Useless!"  she  said. 

"Though  you  love  me." 

"Though  I  love  you." 

"It's  enough  to  make  a  man  curse 
goodness,  Margaret;  remember  that." 

"No,  no." 

"Oh,  these  good  people!"  He  threw 
his  arm  out  unconsciously  with  a  force 
that  would  have  laid  prostrate  any  one 
within  its  reach.  "You  are  an  excep- 
tion —  you  are  going  to  suffer  ;  but 
generally  these  good  people  who  are  so 
hard  in  their  judgment  of  such  things, 
they  have  never  suffered  themselves  in 
the  least  from  any  of  this  pain;  the  com- 
fortably married,  who  have  had  all  they 
want  in  the  way  of  love  and  home,  they 
are  always  the  hardest  ujDon  those  who, 
like  me,  like  you,  have  nothing,  who  are 
parched  and  suffering,  and  lonely  and 
starved.  They  would  never  do  so — oh  no ! 
they  are  too  good.  All  I  can  say  is,  let 
them  try  it.  Margaret" — here  he  came 
back  to  her — "think  of  the  dreariness  of 
it ;  leaving  everything  else  aside,  just  think 
of  that.  We  are  excited  now;  but, when 
this  is  over,  think  of  the  long  days  and 
years  without  anything  to  brighten  them, 
anything  we  really  care  for.  That  breaks 
■down  the  best  courage  at  last,  to  have  no- 
thing one  really  cares  for," 

She  did  not  answer. 

"I  could  make  you  so  happy!"  he 
pleaded. 

Her  face  remained  unmoved. 

"I  long  for  you  so!"  he  went  on. 
"Without  you,  I  don't  know  where  to 
turn  or  what  to  do."  He  said  it  as  sim- 
ply as  a  boy. 

This  overcame  her ;  with  bent  head  she 
left  him,  and  hurried  through  the  grove 
on  her  way  to  the  house.  He  could  hear 
her  sob  as  she  went. 

Dr.  Kirby's  figure  had  appeared  at  the 
€nd  of  one  of  the  orange  aisles;  when  he 


saw  Margaret  hurrying  forward,  he  hast- 
ened his  steps.  Then  he  ran.  For  now 
Winthrop  was  supporting  her ;  her  foot 
had  slipped,  and  he  had  caught  her. 
Both  her  hands  were  over  her  face :  but 
her  strength  was  gone ;  the  sobs  that  shook 
her  she  could  no  longer  control. 

The  Doctor  came  panting  up.  "  Faint- 
ness,  probably,"  Winthrop  explained. 
"Perfumes  affect  her  so,  I  believe.  It's 
the  grove."  He  got  this  out  as  well  as  he 
could. 

"My  dear  Mrs.  Harold — "  began  the 
Doctor. 

But  she  seemed  to  hear  neither  of  them. 

The  Doctor  put  his  hand  on  her  pulse. 
"Nervous  prostration,"  he  murmured. 
"Will  you  go  to  the  house  for  help  to  car- 
ry her  in  ?     Or  shall  I  ?" 

"I  can  carry  her  myself,"  said  Win- 
throp, shortly. 

"She's  light,  I  know.  Still,  it's  quite 
a  distance,"  the  Doctor  answered,  object- 
ingly. 

But  Winthrop  had  already  lifted  her. 
Her  hands  had  dropped ;  unconsciousness 
was  coming  over  her,  had  already  come ; 
the  garden  hat  she  wore  had  fallen;  her 
head  with  the  closed  eyes,  her  fair  cheek, 
the  soft  mass  of  her  hair,  lay  against  his 
shoulder. 

The  Doctor  went  on  with  them  for  sev- 
eral hundred  yards ;  he  was  not  sure  that 
Winthrop's  strength  would  hold  out.  (If 
he  could  have  had  a  glimpse  of  this  North- 
erner's trained  muscles  he  would  have 
doubted  no  longer.)  In  his  anxiety  he 
advanced  all  the  distance  on  tiptoe,  in  or- 
der to  be  able  to  peer  over  Winthrop's 
arm  and  watch  the  patient's  face. 

Winthrop's  strength  appeared  to  be  per- 
fect. 

' '  I  will  hurry  forward,  then,  and  have 
everything  ready,"  the  Doctor  said. 

He  let  himself  down  on  his  whole  foot 
again.  Then,  after  one  good  breath,  he 
set  off.  He  would  have  liked  to  think 
that  he  was  running;  he  was  certainly 
going  as  fast  as  he  could,  but  the  gait  was 
a  trot.  Thus  trotting  bravely,  he  passed 
out  of  sight. 

The  grove  was  long.  Winthrop  walked 
steadily.  He  reached  at  last  the  end  of 
the  white-blooming  forest.  Here  the  path 
entered  a  high  thicket  that  lay  beyond. 

The  fresher,  unperfumed  air  brought 
Margaret  to  herself.  She  stirred.  Next 
her  eyes  opened;  they  rested  uncompre- 
hendingly  on  his  face. 
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Beyond  this  thicket  lay  the  fri^rden, 
wliere  their  tijrures  woukl  be  in  full  view; 
then  came  the  open  s])ace  and  the  house. 
He  was  human,  and  he  stopped.  "You 
fainttnl.  The  perfume  of  the  grrove,  I  sup- 
pose,'' he  said,  explain in^j:. 

Then  it  all  came  back  to  her.  He  could 
see  remembrance  dawn  in  her  eyes,  the 
fear  return. 

It  seemed  a  cruel  thiiifr.  her  fear — cruel 
that  she  should  have  to  sutler  from  that. 

But  he  had  her— he  had  her  !  Per- 
haps he  could  cahn  it.  "Margaret,"  he 
said. 

She  tried  to  put  her  hand  up.  But  it 
fell  lifelessly  back. 

This  sijrn  of  weakness  struck  him  to  the 
lieart.  What  if  she  .should  die!  Women 
so  sliirht  in  frame,  and  with  that  fair, 
])ure  whiteness  like  the  inside  of  a  sea- 
.slicll.  were  often  sin^^jfularly — to  a  man  in- 
explicably— delicate. 

Her  eyes  had  closed  a^^^iin.  He  held 
her  closely;  but  now,  save  for  the  liold- 
in^;,  he  would  not  touch  her.  For  it 
seemed  to  him  then  that  if  he  should  al- 
low himself  to  yield  to  his  lon^nnir  wish 
and  put  his  lips  down  upon  hers,  she 
miirht  die  there  in  his  arms.  It  would  be 
taking:  advantaf^e;  in  her  ]>resent  state 
of  physical  weakness  her  will  might  not 
be  able  to  help  her  as  it  had  helped  her 
before;  she  was  powerless  now  to  resist, 
and — she  loved  him.  But  as  soon  as  she 
should  become  fully  conscious  that  she 
had  y 'elded,  then  the  reaction  misrhtcome. 
For  between  the  depth  of  her  love  and 
the  sensitiveness  of  her  conscience,  this 
proud  will  of  hers  had  held  the  balance, 
and  if  he  should  break  it,  brutally  crush 
it,  her  life  might  yield  too. 

He  hastened  on  now.  He  went  hur- 
riedly through  the  garden  and  across  the 
o])en  space  toward  the  house.  He  had 
conquered  himself  for  her  sake.  But  of 
course  he  was  not  in  the  least  content. 
"This  is  temporary,"  he  thought — "  only 
temporary.  She  will  be  better  soon. 
Then  I  can  convince  her." 

She  seemed  to  have  comprehended  in 
some  vague  way  that  he  would  not  dis- 
turb her,  for  her  breathing  had  become 
less  hurried;  now  she  appeared  to  sleep. 
Yet  as  he  looked  at  her  again,  just  before 
he  reached  the  house,  there  was  in  her 
sleeping  face  an  expression  that  frighten- 
ed him.  a  lassitude  as  of  a  pei'son  whose 
strength  is  exhausted,  who  has  struggled 
to  the  utmost,  and  given  up. 


The  Doctor  and  Celestine  were  waiting 
at  the  lower  door. 

The  Doctor  had  liddrn  down  to  East 
Angels  that  day  to  pay  one  of  his  regular 
visits  to  Kate.  And  that  lady,  still  under 
the  di.sturbing  intluence  of  Winthr(>|)'s 
abrupt  appearance  and  still  more  abrupt 
tone,  had  asked  him  to  go  out  and  "res- 
cue" Margaret,  who  was  in  the  garden,  or 
"  somewhere  about."  "  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  my  nephew — I  refer  now  to  Evert — 
does  not  approve,  strange  as  it  may  seem 
to  y«)U,  of  my  niece's  returning  to  her  hus- 
band." Kate  announced,  with  stateliness. 
"  Evert  is  at  times  subject  to  singular  ab- 
errations of  judgment.  It  was  the  same 
with  his  father,  Andrew  AVinthrop.  Ah, 
my  poor  sister  could  have  told  a  tale  I 
But  she  has  gone  where  there  are  no 
more" — it  almost  seemed  as  if  she  meant 
to  say  "  Winthrops,"  and  the  Doctor  had 
a  (piick  vision  of  where  it  was  she  must 
consider  them  to  be,  but  she  substituted 
"troubles,"  and  added  that  .she  should 
be  much  relieved  if  Margaret  could  be 
"brought  in''  (from  the  harassing  Win- 
throp  who  had  not  yet  gone)  to  that  fold 
of  peace  which,  she  gave  the  Doctor  to 
understand,  always  existed  at  her  side. 
That  day  of  happiness  (to-morrow),  when 
Margaret  was  to  return  to  her  "dear  hus- 
band" (Lanse),  ought  not  to  be  marred 
by  any  "unseemly  contentions"  on  this. 
"Poor  Gertrude!  how  it  reminds  me!'^ 
(Handkerchief.) 

Much  as  he  admired  Katrina.  the  Doc- 
tor had  not  on  the  })resent  occasion  taken 
the  trouble  to  return  to  her  sitting-room 
to  inform  her  that  her  niece  Avas  being 
"brought  in"  uo\v  by  a  harassing  Win- 
tlirop  in  person,  and  that  she  was  ill ;  he 
considered  that  he  and  Celestine  were 
quite  enough. 

Winthro])  refused  their  aid.  He  car- 
ried Margaret  up  the  stairs  and  across  the 
hall  to  her  own  room,  where  he  laid  her 
down  upon  the  bed.  It  had  not  been 
sleep,  after  all;  she  was  again  uncon- 
scious. 

"I  will  wait  below.  Doctor.  Come  and 
tell  me,  please,  what  you  make  out." 

The  Doctor  had  divined  a  good  deal 
during  this  last  quarter  of  an  hour.  lu 
this  stricken  woman,  this  abruptly  speak- 
ing man,  he  felt  the  close  presence  of 
something  he  fully  believed  in,  old  though 
he  was— overwhelming  love.  Placid  as 
they  were,  it  could  bring  only  unhappi- 
ness.      He  had  no  conlidence  whatever  in. 
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Winthrop,  simply  because  he  was  a  man. 
In  such  situations  men  were  selfish  (he 
himself  should  have  been  no  better).  Of 
course  at  the  time  they  did  not  call  it  self- 
ishness; they  called  it  devotion.  But  in 
Margaret  his  confidence  was  absolute. 
And  it  was  with  a  deep,  tender  pity  for 
her,  for  all  she  had  still  to  g-o  through, 
that  he  now  bent  over  her. 

Winthrop  had  gone  down-stairs ;  he 
paced  to  and  fro  in  the  long  stone-flagged 
hall  below.  The  door  stood  open  ;  the 
deep  soft  blue  of  the  Florida  sky  filled 
the  square  frame.  "If  she  only  lifts  her 
head  again — if  only  she  doesn't  die !"  This 
was  the  paralyzing  dread  that  held  him 
now  like  a  sufi^ocation.  He  kept  think- 
ing how  like  a  dead  person  she  had  look- 
ed as  he  laid  her  down.  "If  she  only 
comes  to,  if  she  only  revives,  I  will  go 
away,  and  stay  away."  In  his  fear,  he 
could  consent  to  anything. 

The  Doctor  came  down  after  a  while. 
They  were  two  men  together,  so  their 
words  were  not  many;  they  were  just 
enough  to  answer  the  purpose.  "  I  think 
I  can  assure  you  that  she  will  come  out  of 
it  safely,"  the  Doctor  said.  "  She  seems 
unaccountably  weak:  she  will  have  to 
keep  her  bed  for  a  while ;  but  I  am  almost 
positive  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  one  of 
those  long  illnesses  which  sometimes  fol- 
low attacks  of  this  sort." 

"I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,"  Winthrop 
answered.  "If  you  would  let  me  know 
from  time  to  time  ?  This  is  my  New  York 
address."  He  scribbled  it  on  a  card.  "It 
will  be  more  satisfactory  to  hear  directly 
from  you." 

' '  You  are  going  ?" 

"  Back  to  New  York.     Immediately." 

"Oh,"  said  the  Doctor.  Then,  "Ah," 
he  added,  this  time  with  the  accepting  fall- 
ing inflection. 

Winthrop  was  behaving  much  better 
then  he  had  thought  he  would.  All  the 
same,  it  was  now  the  part  of  every  one  to 
speed  him  on  his  way.  The  Doctor  was 
a  good  man ;  he  was  also  a  High-Church- 
man, with  the  deepest  veneration  for  the 
sanctity  of  marriage.  He  was  a  conserv- 
ative in  all  things.  Yes,  then,  in  spite 
of  everything,  this  Northerner  must  be 
speeded  on  his  way. 

All  the  same,  he  was  ardently  sorry  for 
him.  "I  will  write  with  great  regulari- 
ty," he  said,  extending  his  hand  in  good- 
by.  "I  will  write  three  times  a  week," 
he  added,  with  heartiness.     He  wanted  to 


do  something  for  the  man,  and  this  was 
all  he  could  do. 

He  returned  to  his  patient.  Winthrop 
went  out  to  order  the  negroes  to  rehar- 
ness  the  horses  that  had  brought  him  from 
the  river. 

He  came  back  while  they  were  making 
ready.  The  lower  door  still  stood  open  • 
the  house  was  very  quiet.  He  stole  up- 
stairs and  listened  for  a  moment  in  the 
hall,  near  Margaret's  room.  There  was 
no  sound  within.  He  had  the  man's  usu- 
al fear  —  non-comprehension  —  of  a  wo- 
man's illness.  "Why  are  they  so  quiet 
in  there?"  he  thought.  "Why  don't 
they  speak?  TVhat  are  they  doing  to 
her  ?" 

But  there  was  a  very  good  reason  for 
the  stillness:  the  Doctor  had  given  Mar- 
garet a  powerful  sedative,  and  he  and  Ce- 
lestine  were  quietly  waiting  for  the  full 
effect. 

Winthrop  at  length  left  the  door;  he 
realized  that  this  was  not  a  good  begin- 
ning in  the  carrying  out  of  his  promise  to 
himself.  The  Doctor  was  not  a  man  to 
lie.  Margaret  of  course  was  not  serious- 
ly ill,  or  he  would  at  once  have  said  so. 

As  he  passed  down  the  hall  on  his  way 
to  the  stairs  again  he  happened  to  have 
a  glimpse  into  a  room  whose  door  stood 
partly  open ;  here,  ranged  in  order,  locked 
and  ready,  were  Margaret's  trunks,  pre- 
pared for  the  journey  to  Fernandina. 

Well,  if  he  was  to  get  away  at  all,  he 
must  go  at  once. 

Two  weeks  passed  before  the  Doctor 
would  allow  his  patient  to  begin  her  night 
without  an  opiate  to  numb  her  constant 
weariness  into  some  semblance  of  rest. 
During  this  time  he  himself  did  not  leave 
East  Angels. 

If  he  had  known  these  facts,  Evert  Win- 
throp might  have  had  grounds  for  accus- 
ing him  of  some  concealments.  But  when 
the  Doctor  gave  his  first  answer  he  really 
believed  what  he  said.  Margaret  had  not 
rallied  as  he  had  thought  she  would ;  her 
strength  had  not  come  quickly  back.  Ce- 
lestine  was  her  devoted  nurse  by  night 
and  by  day.  And  the  two  powers  togeth- 
er, physician  and  attendant,  kept  every 
one  else  from  the  room;  without  a  word 
to  each  other  on  this  subject,  firmly  they 
maintained  the  rule. 

Aunt  Katrina,  as  usual,  made  her  la- 
ment over  the  plain  facts  before  her: 
Aunt  Katrina  always  held  to  the  facts. 
' '  What  a  pity  that  it  should  have  hap- 
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peiied  now,  at  the  very  moment  when 
Lanse  is  expecting  her!  Now  he  will 
have  to  wait.  Margaret,  poor  child,  has 
next  to  no  stamina,  and  in  the  long-run 
that  tells.  I  have  often  wished  that  I 
could  give  her  some  of  my  endurance, 
which  has  borne  me  through  so  much! 
But  all  the  Beekmans  are  noted  for  their 
wonderful  fortitude  ;  it's  constitutional 
with  us,  I  think." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  week  the 
pale  woman  in  the  darkened  room  began 
to  recover  some  of  her  vitality;  she  asked 
to  have  the  curtains  drawn  aside  so  that 
she  could  see  the  sky  again ;  she  spoke  to 
them ;  she  refused  their  opiates,  even  the 
mildest.  The  Doctor  remained  several 
days  longer.  Then,  as  the  improvement 
continued,  he  went  up  to  Gracias  ;  he 
thought  he  might  as  well  see  what  the 
student  whom  he  had  taken  into  his  office 
had  been  making  of  his  other  patients 
meanwhile,  this  student  being  Reuben 
Boise,  brother  of  Jeremiah  Boise,  the  law- 
yer from  Maine  (whose  chest  had  gained 
in  breadth  two  full  inches  under  the  Doc- 
tor's ministrations). 

That  night,  about  one  o'clock,  Margaret 
spoke.      "  Celestine  ?" 

A  tall  figure  appeared  from  a  dark  cor- 
ner. 

"I  told  you  not  to  sit  up  to-night;  I 
feel  perfectly  well." 

"There's  a  lounge  here.  Miss  Margaret. 
I  can  lay  down  nice  as  can  be." 

"Nc,  you  are  not  to  stay;  I  do  not 
wish  it." 

Celestine  demurred.  But  as  Margaret 
held  to  her  point,  she  yielded  finally,  and 
went  out.  Some  minutes  after  the  door 
had  closed,  with  a  slow  effort  Margaret 
raised  herself.  Then  she  sat  resting  for 
a  wliile  on  the  edge  of  her  bed.  Her  hair, 
braided  by  Celestine  in  two  long  plaits 
whose  soft  ends  curled,  gave  her  the  look 
of  a  school-girl.  But  the  face  was  very 
far  from  that  of  a  school-girl;  in  the 
faint  light  of  the  night-lamp,  the  large 
sad  eyes  and  parted  lips  were  those  of  a 
woman.  She  rose  to  her  feet  at  last,  feet 
fair  on  the  dark  carpet;  her  long  white 
draperies,  bordered  with  lace,  clung  about 
her.  With  a  step  that  still  betrayed 
weakness,  she  crossed  the  room  to  a  desk, 
unlocked  it,  and  took  something  out.  It 
was  a  little  picture  in  a  slender  gilt  frame. 
She  stood  looking  at  this  for  a  moment. 
Then  she  sank  down  beside  the  lounge, 
resting  her  arm  and  head  upon  it,  and 


holding  her  poor  treasure  to  her  heart. 
She  held  it  closely;  the  sharp  edge  of  the 
frame  made  a  deep  dent  there;  and  she 
was  glad  that  it  hurt  her,  that  it  bruised 
the  white  flesh  and  left  a  pain.  At  iirst 
her  eyes  remained  dr}'.  Then  her  wretch- 
edness overcame  her,  and  she  began  to 
cry:  being  a  woman,  she  must  cry.  Her 
life  stretched  out  before  her.  If  only  she 
were  old;  but  she  might  live  forty  years 
more — forty  years!  "And  I  have  sent 
him  away  from  me.  Ob,  how  can  I  bear 
it!" — this  was  what  she  was  saying  to  her- 
self over  and  over  again. 

If  the  man  whose  picture  she  held  could 
have  heard  the  words  her  heart  spoke  to 
him  that  night — the  unspeakable  tender- 
ness of  her  love  for  him,  tlie  strength,  the 
unconscious  violence  almost,  of  its  sweet 
overwlielming  tide — no  bolts,  no  bars,  no 
promises  even,  could  have  kept  him  from 
her. 

But  he  could  not  hear.  Only  that  Un- 
seen Presence  who  knows  all  our  secrets, 
our  pitiful,  aching,  closely  hidden  secrets 
— only  this  Counsellor  heard  Margaret 
that  night;  guardian  angel,  is  it  ?  or  may 
it  be  sometimes  the  mother's  spirit  that 
comes  back  to  help  her  daughter  ?  (For 
our  mother  never  forgets  us,  I  think,  even 
in  heaven.)  This  Unseen  Presence  is  al- 
ways merciful ;  much  more  merciful  than 
man  would  ever  be.  Margaret,  walking 
up  and  down  the  floor,  now  with  sobbing 
breath  and  bent  head,  now  with  dreaming 
happiness  in  her  eyes  as  she  lost  herself 
for  a  moment  in  adoring  fancies ;  and  now 
again  with  the  pallor  of  exaltation  and 
self-sacrifice,  only  to  be  succeeded  by  an- 
other access  of  despair,  when,  prone  on 
the  couch,  the  picture  held  again  to  her 
heart,  she  realized  what  it  would  be  to  go 
on,  day  by  day,  w^ithout  him,  never  to  see 
him  (for  to  that  it  must  come),  the  man 
who  held  her  whole  being  in  his  hand — 
this  is  what  the  Unseen  Presence  beheld 
that  night  in  the  faintly  lighted  room  with- 
out one  word  of  reproach. 

Women  who  love  but  once,  women  re- 
served, restrained,  apparently  cold,  love, 
if  they  love  at  all,  like  that. 

As  she  herself  had  said,  ' '  Oh,  not  to 
care  so  much!" 

And  again,  in  her  self-abasement,  she 
had  moaned,  "It  is  of  such  that  the  good 
are  made." 

Some  of  the  good,  no  doubt.  But  those 
who  can  feel  temptation  in  its  utmost 
force,  and  yet  resist  it,  stand  higher,  Mar- 
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garet,  than  those  who  have  never  felt  it  at 
all,  or. only  in  small  degree.  They  are 
very  sweet — some  of  these  saints  in  whose 
gentle  breasts  nothing  answers  when 
Temptation  calls.  But  there  is  another 
sweetness,  that  which,  after  long  pain  and 
suffering  and  struggle,  comes  with  the 
hard-won  victory. 

For  these  tempests  of  fiercely  torturing 
feelings,  the  longing  love,  the  relapses 
into  hopelessness,  and  then  the  slow,  slow 
return  toward  self-control  again,  the  mer- 
ciful Unseen  Presence  had  no  rebukes  at 
all — not  one;  only  pity  the  most  tender. 
For  it  knew  that  this  was  a  last  struggle ; 
it  knew  that  this  conscience  would  at  the 
end,  though  torn  and  crushed,  come  out 
on  the  side  of  duty  and  of  right — that 
strange  hard  right  which,  were  this  life 
all,  would  be  plain  wrong.  And  Marga- 
ret herself  knew  it  also,  yes,  even  now 
miserably  knew  (and  rebelled  against  it) 
that  she  should  come  out  on  that  hard 
side,  and  from  that  side  go  forward. 
It  would  be  blindly,  stubbornly;  there 
could  be  for  her  no  hope  of  happiness; 
she  scorned  make-believes  and  substitutes ; 
lies  were  no  better  because  they  were  pi- 
ous lies.  She  could  endure,  and  she  must 
endure;  and  that  was  all.  She  could  see 
no  further  before  her  now  than  the  next 
step  in  her  path.  But  that  was  the  way 
it  would  be — from  step  to  step  only :  drea- 
ry, dull,  always  the  same  effort:  that 
would  be  her  life. 

She  did  not  come  fully  to  this  now; 
her  love  still  tortured  her;  she  still  wept, 
and  wept.  And  then  at  last  the  merciful 
Presence  gently  touched  her  hot  eyes  and 
despairing  heart,  and,  with  the  picture 
still  in  her  hand,  she  sank  into  dreamless- 
ness,  a  lethargy  of  exhaustion. 

When  Celestine  ventured  to  steal  softly 
in  an  hour  later,  she  found  her  charge, 
like  a  figure  of  snow,  on  the  floor,  the 
lamp-light  shining  across  the  white  throat, 
the  only  place  where  its  ray  touched  her. 

The  New^  England  woman  bent  over 
her  noiselessly.  Then  she  lifted  her.  As 
she  did  so  the  little  picture  dropped;  she 
had  no  need  to  take  it  up  to  know  whose 
face  was  there.  "  Poor  child !" — this  was 
the  old  maid's  mute  cry.  She  had  the 
pity  of  a  woman  for  a  woman. 

She  placed  Margaret  in  bed;  then  lift- 
ing the  picture  with  a  delicate  modesty 
which  there  was  no  one  there  to  see,  she 
put  it  hurriedly  back  into  Margaret's  hand 
without  looking  at  it,  and  laid  the  hand 


where  it  had  been,  across  the  fair  breast. 
"When  she  comes  to,  first  thing  she'll 
remem.ber  it  and  worry.  And  then  she'll 
find  it  there,  and  think  nobody  knows — 
she'll  think  she  went  back  to  bed  her- 
self."    Thus  she  guarded  her. 

Grim,  flat-chested  old  Celestine  believed 
ardently,  like  the  Doctor,  in  love.  But 
like  the  Doctor,  too,  she  believed  that  mar- 
riage should  be  held  indissoluble  ;  the  Car- 
olina High-Churchman  and  the  Vermont 
Calvinist  were  agreed  at  least  in  this.  Mis- 
takes were  plenty,  of  course;  but  when 
once  they  had  been  made,  there  was  no 
remedy  in  this  life;  of  this  she  was  sure. 
But  how  if  one  happened  to  be  bound 
upon  the  rack  meanwhile — a  woman,  for 
instance — how  then?  Margaret  was  on 
the  rack  now. 

The  dress-maker,  after  lookmg  at  her 
tear- wet  face,  went  off  and  dropped  down 
on  her  knees  in  the  dark  corner  to  ' '  offer 
prayer."  But  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life  she  found  no  words  ready;  what,  in- 
deed, should  she  pray  for  ?  That  Marga- 
ret might  die  ?  She  was  too  fond  of  her 
for  that.  That  Lanse  might  be  taken  ? 
That  had  a  murderous  sound,  even  if  you 
called  it  "taken."  That  Margaret's  love 
might  cease  ?  But  she  knew  very  well 
that  it  would  not.  So  all  she  said  was, 
"O  Lord,  help  her!"  very  fervently. 
Then  she  got  up  and  briskly  set  about 
applying  restoratives, 

A  week  later,  when  Margaret  had  left 
her  room  for  the  first  time,  Celestine,  at 
work  there  alone,  restoring  for  her  own 
satisfaction  that  folded,  speckless,  laven- 
der-scented order  over  every  inch  in 
which  her  soul  delighted,  found  upon  the 
hearth,  mixed  with  the  ashes,  some  burn- 
ed bent  metal  fragments  that  had  once 
been  gilded — the  top  of  a  little  frame. 
She  knew  then  that  the  last  sacrifice  had 
been  accomplished.  A  small  one,  a  de- 
tail; but  to  women  the  details  are  hard- 
est. 

Celestine  thereafter  thought  of  Marga- 
ret w^ith  almost  the  same  reverence  (her 
highest  for  human  beings)  which  she 
gave  to  missionaries.  Missionaries  to  Af- 
rica. 

Nothing,  however,  could  have  made  the 
dress-maker  put  any  of  these  feelings  of 
hers  into  words,  not  even  mute  ones, 
spoken  to  herself  alone.  For  the  sub- 
ject, pure  and  beautiful  as  it  was  (and 
her  spinster  mind  dimly  recognized  that 
it  was  the  most  beautiful  thing  it  had  ever 
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come  iiear\  this  subject  in  itself  lav  too 
near  the  border  beyond  which  begran  what 
she  called  ••  Iniquity/*  That  it  stood  there 
without  yielding. that  it  would  never  over- 
pass, this  she  knew  absolutely.  And  this 
she  was  proud  of.  But  instinctively  she 
felt.  too.  that  it  was  "no  place  for  single 
women."  And  she  kept  up  all  the  time 
a  belief,  like  a  tall  sci-een.  that  in  i-eality 
she  knew  "nothing  about  it — the  whole 
affair."  Her  vii-ginal  old  feelings,  shy, 
shrinking,  and  a  little  dry.  had  to  have 
that  as  a  refuge. 

*  *  I  say.  Morehouse.  I've  never  known 
Evert  Winthrop  to  work  as  hard  as  he's 
doing  now."  a  man  in  "iron"  remarked 
one  day.  in  New  York,  not  long  after  this, 
to  another  of  the  same  guild.  **  I  thought 
hed  got  through.  He  made  enough  for 
ten  wlien  he  was  in  before,  and  I  never 
thought  he  cared  about  money-making 
just  for  its  own  sake." 

"Then  that's  where  you're  mistaken." 
Morehouse  responded.  "  Winthrop's  am- 
bitious—that  s  it.  Awful  thing  —  ambi- 
tion; curse  of  the  country.  I  can  tell 
yer  that.  Jackson.''  He  spoke  in  a  mor- 
alizing tone. 

"  Oh,  is  it  ?  Who  made  a  clean  sweep 
not  three  months  ago.  and  left  us  all 
sprawliug  r '  demanded  Jackson,  sarcas- 
tically. 

Wintlirop  was  ambitious :  ambitious  of 
fully  occupying  himself,  if  that  were  pos- 
sible. It  was  not  always  easy.  His  face 
began  to  wear  a  stern  expression.  *  *  How 
he  drives  things '."  people  said. 

The  Doctor  had  kept  him  strictly  in- 
formed of  Mrs.  Harold's  health.  At  first 
the  letters  wei*e  all  the  same.  But  after 
a  while  he  had  written  that  he  was  glad 
to  say  that  she  was  much  better.  And 
then  he  wrote  that  she  was  well.  For  a 
long  time  to  come,  however  (he  added\ 
any  over-pressure  or  excitement  would  be 
sure  to  pi*ey  upon  and  exhaust  her  nerv- 
ous energy.  And  then,  in  case  of  a  sec- 
ond attack,  he  should  not  be  able  to  an- 
swer for  the  consequences :  an  illness, 
months  long,  would  probably  be  the  least 
of  them.  Later  he  wi*ote  that  Mrs.  Har- 
old's strength  would  not  now  be  taxed 
by  any  more  "untoward  interruptions": 
she  had  made  her  intended  journey  to 
Fernandina.  he  was  glad  to  say,  and  had 
returned  in  safety.  Mr.  Harold  having  re- 
turned with  her.  Everything  was  now 
very  comfortably  arranged  at  East  An- 
gels :  Mr.  BLarold  had  the  west  rooms,  and 


the  men  he  had  brought  with  him — he 
had  three  at  present — seemed  to  under- 
stand their  duties  fairly  well.  Mr.  Har- 
old was  carried  every  evening  into  Mrs. 
Rutherfoi"ds  sitting-room,  which  was  an 
agreeable  change  for  all.  Mrs.  Ruther- 
ford herself  had  improved  wonderfully 
since  her  nephew's  arrival. 

Concerning  these  letters  of  his  to  Evert 
Winthrop  the  Doctor  felt  such  a  deep 
sense  of  responsibility  that,  short  as  they 
were,  he  wrote  them  and  rewrote  them, 
inspecting  each  phrase  from  every  possi- 
ble point  of  view  before  his  tlourishing 
old-fashioned  quiil  finally  set  it  down. 

This  last  result  of  his  selection  of  the 
fittest. Winthrop  received  one  morning  at 
breakfast.  He  read  it:  then  started  out 
and  went  through  his  day  as  usual,  hav- 
ing occup;\tions  and  engagements  to  fill 
every  hour.  But  days  end:  always  that 
last  ten  minutes  at  night  will  come,  no 
matter  how  one  may  put  it  oflP.  Win- 
throp put  off  his  until  after  midnight. 
But  one  o'clock  found  him  caught  at  last ; 
he  was  alone  before  his  fire:  he  could  no 
longer  prevent  himself  from  taking  out 
that  letter  again  and  brooding  over  it. 

He  imagined  East  Angels,  he  imagined 
Lanse:  he  imagined  him  in  Aunt  Katri- 
na's  pleasant  room,  with  the  bright  little 
evening  fire  sparkling  on  the  hearth,  witli 
Aunt  Katrina  herself  beaming  and  happy, 
and  Margaret  near.  Yes.  Lanse  had  ev- 
erything: he  had  always  had  everything. 
He  had  never  worked  an  hour  in  his  life ; 
he  had  pleased  himself  invariably:  he 
had  given  heed  to  no  one  and  yielded  to 
no  one :  and  now  when  he  was  forced  at 
last  by  sheer  physical  disability  to  return 
home,  all  comfort,  all  devotion  awaited 
him  there,  bestowed,  too.  by  the  very  per- 
sons he  had  most  neglected  and  wronged. 
" Unjust  1  unjust!" — this  was  his  bitter 
thought. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  fear  that  kept 
him  all  the  time  fettered  he  would  have 
thrown  everything  to  the  winds  and  start- 
ed again  for  Florida  that  night :  he  would 
have  swept  the  woman  he  loved  out  of 
that  house,  and  borne  her  away  some- 
where— anywhere — and  he  should  have 
felt  that  he  was  justified  in  doing  it.  But 
Mar^ai-^t — he  had  always  to  reckon  with 
that  determination  of  hers  to  do  what  was 
right,  even  in  the  face  of  her  own  despair. 
And  as  to  what  was  right  he  had  never 
been  able  in  the  least  to  confuse  her,  to 
change  her.  as  a  man  can  often  change 
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the  woman  who  loves  him.  Just  tlie 
same  she  saw  it  now,  and  had  seen  it  from 
the  heg-inning",  in  spite  of  all  his  argu- 
ments and  pleadings,  in  spite  of  all  her 
own. 

She  loved  liim ;  but  she  would  not  yield ; 
and  these  two  forces,  both  so  strong  that 
they  bent  her  and  swayed  her  like  tor- 
turers— if  the  strife  should  begin  again  be- 
tween them,  as  it  must  if  he  should  go  to 
her  entreating-,  was  there  not  danger  (as 
the  Doctor,  indeed,  had  written)  that  her 
life  would  give  way  under  it,  perhaps 
end  ?  He  bad  never  forgotten  the  feeling 
in  his  arms  of  her  inert  form  as  he  laid  it 
down  that  day  upon  the  bed,  the  help- 
less fallen  hands,  the  white  still  face.  He 
should  not  be  able  to  overpower — he  felt 
that  he  should  not— that  something,  some- 
thing stronger  than  herself,  which  he  had 
seen  looking  from  her  eyes  that  day  in 
the  orange  grove;  tbis  would  remain  un- 
changed, unconquered,  though  he  should 
have  carried  her  away  from  everybody,  to 
the  ends  of  the  eartb,  and  though — she 
loved  him. 

He  buried  his  face  in  his  hands.  No; 
first  of  all  she  must  not  die.  For  there 
was  always  the  chance  that  Lanse  him- 
self might  die:  this  did  not  seem  to  him 
a  murderous  thought,  as  it  had  seemed  to 
poor  Celestine;  if  it  was  to  happen,  it  was 
to  happen,  and  nothing  he  could  do  Avould 
hasten  or  delay  it.  Meanwhile  the  chance 
existed.  It  came  across  him  suddenly 
that  Lanse  would  probably  be  quite  will- 
ing to  discuss  it  with  him;  he  would  say, 
"Well,  y^ou  know,  I  can't  quite  die  to 
please  you;  but  if  things  are  as  you  say, 
I  perfectly  appreciate  how  very  conven- 
ient it  would  be."  Lanse  had  no  fear  of 
death.  He  called  it  "  a  natural  change." 
None  but  a  fool,  he  said,  could  fear  the 
natural . 

Winthrop  got  up  at  last  and  went  to 
the  window.  The  brilliantly  lighted  street 
lay  below  him ;  but  he  was  not  thinking 
of  New  York.  He  was  thinking  of  that 
old  gray-white  house  in  the  South,  the 
house  he  had  been  fond  of,  but  whose 
door  was  now  closed  to  him,  perhaps  for- 
ever. For,  unexplainabh^,  though  he 
hoped  for  Lanse's  death,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  expectation  of  it  in  reality.  Both 
lie  and  Margaret  bad  the  sense  of  a  long, 
long  life  before  them.  There  would  be 
no  change,  no  relief,  nothing  unusual  or 
exciting;  only  the  slow  fliglit  of  the  long 
days  and  years,  and  that  would  be  all. 
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He  came  back  to  his  hearth ;  the  fire  had 
died;  he  sat  down  and  stared  at  the  ashes. 
The  picture  lie  had  seen  had  been  a  cor- 
rect one.  That  same  night  the  little  light- 
wood  glow  that  Aunt  Katrina  liked  to  see 
in  the  evening  had  shown  itself  gayly  on 
her  hearth  at  East  Angels,  throwing  out 
its  faint  sweet  odor  of  the  pine;  the  three 
lamps  were  shaded  in  rose-color;  a  little 
table  in  one  corner  held  delicate  cups  and 
the  old  silver  cott'ee-pot  of  Cornelius  Beek- 
man.  Lanse  always  wished  coffee  after 
his  dinner,  and  Aunt  Katrina,  learning 
this,  was  determined  that  he  should  have 
it  "properly";  so  she  sent  north  far  the 
cups  and  the  massive  squat  old  coffee-pot 
and  sugar-bowl  of  her  grandfather,  a 
highly  respectable  old  Dutchman,  whom 
his  granddaughter  considered  still  (in 
memory)  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  the 
Hudson. 

Lanse  himself  was  extended  upon  a 
sofa,  luxuriously  propped  with  cushions. 
He  looked  well;  he  even  looked  hand- 
some. Aunt  Katrina  declared  that  all 
his  old  beauty  was  coming  back  to  him; 
he  had  lost  flesh,  and  the  well-cut  line  of 
his  features,  the  light  of  his  deep  brown 
eyes,  had  the  predominance  now  over  the 
once  threatening  aspect  of  bulk.  His  roll 
of  fish-nets — for  he  had  carried  out  his 
idea  of  learning  to  make  them — lay  near 
him;  within  reach,  too,  was  the  beloved 
volume  of  Mino  outlines.  But  at  i^resent 
he  was  occupied  with  neither  of  these,  he 
w^as  absorbed  in  the  contemplation  of  a 
bird.  The  little  creature  lay  extended  on 
the  palm  of  his  i^ight  hand;  Lanse  was 
surveying  it  thoughtfully,  while  with  his 
left  he  stroked  his  thick  short  beard,  in 
the  way  that  was  habitual  with  him. 

He  knew  much  of  birds.  But  he  was 
not  sure  about  this  one.  It  had  been  shot 
that  afternoon  on  the  barren  by  one  of 
his  men,  and  he  had  given  the  fellow  a 
piece  of  his  mind,  too,  about  it !  To  shoot 
harmless  creatures  that  were  not  to  be 
used  as  food — Lanse  detested  that.  The 
little  dead  songster  was  very  beautiful ;  his 
tiny  throat  was  like  dark  green  velvet,  his 
plumage  of  brighter  green  and  gold. 

Margaret  sat  near  a  table  which  held 
one  of  the  lamps;  slie  was  sewing.  Her 
dress  of  pale  soft  silk,  the  old  gleam  of  a 
few  jewels,  the  mist  of  lace — all  this  was 
as  it  had  been  in  the  house  on  the  point. 

At  the  corner  of  the  hearth  was  Aunt 
Katrina;  as  Winthrop  had  imagined,  she 
had   a  very   beaming   face.      She    cared 
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more  for  Lanse  than  for  any  one  in  the 
world.  Real  teai*s  of  motherly  joy  had 
filled  her  eyes  the  fii*st  time  he  liad  heen 
broug'ht  in  to  see  her  after  his  arrival. 

"Comical,  isn't  it.  Aunt  K.,  that  nei- 
ther of  us  can  stir  a  step  ?"  had  been 
Lanse's  greeting.  '•  Tiiere  must  be  rheu- 
matism on  one  side  of  the  family  tree, 
gout  on  the  other." 

"Gout,  gout,"  said  the  lady.  "'Sup- 
pressed gout,"  she  explained,  with  gentle 
emphasis. 

On  the  present  evening  Dr.  Kirby  had 
been  paying  them  a  visit.  He  had  had 
two  cups  of  the  delicious  coffee;  he  had 
played  several  games  of  backgammon 
with  the  fascinating  Kate.  Then  he  had 
been  obliged  to  take  leave,  as  lie  was  to 
ride  back  to  Gracias  that  night,  the  moon 
beins:  full. 


Aunt  Katrinahad  enjoyed  his  visit:  she 
always  enjoyed  his  visits.  But  even  more 
did  she  enjoy  the  pi-esence  of  lier  boy;  she 
now  Silt  leaning  back  and  looking  at  him 
in  placid  satisfaction,  holding  up,  mean- 
while, according  to  her  custom,  her  little 
silken  hand-screen  between  her  face  and 
the  lire. 

*'  Oh,  isn't  this  comfortable  ?"  she  broke 
out  at  last — exclamation  of  sheer  content. 
"And  to  think  how  many  years,  Lanse, 
we  were  without  you  I' 

"  I'm  not  satisfied  about  this  bii-d  yet, 
Gi*etchen,"  remarked  Lanse,  still  absorb- 
ed. "I  wish  you  would  write  tomorrow 
to  Greeno  about  it  for  me.  If  you  like, 
I'll  dictate  the  desci-iption.  now  to  save 
time." 

And  then  his  wife  put  down  her  work, 
and  rose  to  get  pen  and  paper. 


CATTLE-RAISING  ON  THE  PLAINS. 

BY    FRANK    WILKESON. 


VLL  the  region  lying  between  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Mountains  and  the  101st  me- 
ridian I  rightly  designate  as  the  arid  zone. 
The  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  97th 
and  101st  meridians  I  properly  designate 
as  semi-arid.  The  western  portion  of  the 
semi-arid  belt  is  much  drier  than  the 
eastern.  West  of  the  101st  meridian  the 
land  is,  as  a  whole,  iiiifit  for  agriculture, 
owing  to  insufficiency  of  rainfall.  West- 
ward from  the  95th  meridian  the  rainfall 
steadily  diminishes,  and  the  altitude  of 
the  land  increases.  Along  the  95th  me- 
ridian there  is  an  annual  rainfall  of  about 
37  inches,  15  of  which  fall  during  the 
autumn  and  winter;  along  the  97th  me- 
ridian, about  32  inches,  10  of  which  fall 
during  the  autumn  and  winter;  along 
the  99th  meridian,  about  27  inches,  10  of 
which  fall  during  the  autumn  and  win- 
ter; along  the  101st  meridian,  about  17 
inches,  5  of  which  fall  during  the  au- 
tumn and  winter;  at  Denver,  about  13 
inches.  In  the  basin  lying  between  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mouiitains  little  rain  falls.  The  pecul- 
iarities of  the  climate  west  of  the  101st 
meridian  ai*e  determined  by  the  direction 
of  the  wind  and  the  physical  configu- 
ration of  the  country.  The  prevailing 
winds  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  westerly. 
Sweeping  over  the  warm  Japan  stream. 


they  strike  the  coast  heavily  laden  with 
vapor.  During  the  summer,  v.heu  the 
land  is  warmer  than  the  water,  the  moist- 
ure these  winds  carry  is  not  j>recipitated 
in  crossing  the  Sierra  Nevada  ^lountains 
or  the  Rocky  Mountains,  nor  is  it  pre- 
cipitated in  the  arid  basins,  or  on  the 
parched  plains,  where  the  air  is  heated  as 
if  by  a  furnace.  In  the  winter  the  land 
is  colder  than  the  water.  The  air  is  chill- 
ed as  it  sweeps  over  the  Coast  Range  of 
mountains.  Precipitation  sets  in.  Then 
crossing  the  Siernx  Nevada  Mountains, 
the  westerly  winds  sweep  across  the  arid 
basin  lying  east  of  that  mountain  system, 
and  strike  the  Rockj'  Mountains,  consist- 
ing generally  of  three  lofty  and  parallel 
ranges.  The  excessive  cold  encountered 
on  these  snowy  heights,  where  the  mer- 
cury stands  far  below  zero  for  months, 
wrings  the  last  particle  of  precipitable 
moisture  from  the  clouds,  and  they  dis- 
appear, leaving  a  cloudless  sky  over  the 
great  plains.  The  truth  of  this  theory  is 
shown  by  the  snowfall  in  the  mountains. 
From  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  of  packed 
snow  falls  in  the  Cascade  Mountains  in 
Washington  Territory.  The  snowfall  in 
the  Sierra  Nevadas  is  almost  as  great.  In 
the  third  range  of  the  Rockies  I  have  seen 
sixteen  feet  of  snow  in  the  timber:  in  the 
second  range,  seldom  more  tlKin  six  feet; 
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in  tlie  front  range,  not  more  than  three  or 
four  feet  falls.  The  rain-storms  that  oc- 
casionally rage  over  the  arid  plains  during 
the  summer  are  probably  bred  among  the 
mountains,  wliere  the  snow  lies.  The  pe- 
culiarities of  the  climate  of  the  cattle  or 
range  country  are  probabl}^  unchangeable, 
and  if  it  is  to  remain  a  grazing  country,  it 
is  essential  that  it  remain  arid. 

By  the  middle  of  July  the  grass  on 
nearly  all  the  cattle  ranges  is  dry.  It  has 
ripened.  It  is  dead.  Nature  has  not 
saved  the  cattle-growers  the  labor  of  pro- 
viding winter's  food  for  their  animals,  as 
they  would  have  the  ignorant  believe; 
but  she  has,  in  conformity  with  her  laws 
governing  plant  life  in  an  arid  land,  hast- 
ened the  growth  of  the  grass,  and  brought 
it  to  early  maturity.  After  the  grass  is 
thoroughly  dry,  every  rain  that  falls  in- 
jures it  by  washing  out  some  of  its  nutri- 
ment. This  being  so.  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
the  rains  that  fall  in  late  summer  and  au- 
tumn are  dreaded  by  the  cattle-raisers. 
If  but  little  rain  falls  after  the  grass  is 
dead,  the  stronger  cattle  can  live  through 
almost  any  winter,  it  matters  not  how  se- 
vere it  may  be,  provided  the  range  is  not 
overstocked.  But  if  a  large  portion  of 
the  nutriment  has  been  washed  out  of  the 
grass  by  unseasonable  rains,  and  this  dis- 
aster is  foUoAved  by  a  hard  winter,  many 
thousands  of  range  and  pilgrim  cattle  die. 
It  is  not  possible  for  an  animal  to  eat  suf- 
ficient quantities  of  dead,  water -soaked 
grass  to  supply  the  fire  of  life  with  fuel. 

During  the  winter  of  1871  and  1872  I  en- 
gaged in  the  handling  of  Texas  cattle  in 
the  semi-arid  belt  of  Kansas.  I  had  pro- 
vided no  food  for  my  stock.  I  knew  that 
cattle  could  and  did  winter  on  the  plains 
far  north  and  west  of  where  I  was ;  but  I 
did  not  know  that  there  was  a  difference 
in  the  nutritious  qualities  of  the  different 
prairie  grasses.  I  did  not  understand  the 
peculiarities  of  the  climate  of  the  semi- 
arid  belt,  nor  the  effects  of  rain  falling  on 
dead  grass.  Stupid  of  me,  of  course,  but 
I  had  plenty  of  company.  My  neighboi's 
were  bright  Germans,  intelligent  English- 
men, and  keen  Americans  from  almost 
every  State  in  the  Union.  We  were  a 
hopeful  band,  young,  strong,  and  eager. 
When  we  gathered  into  our  wretched  hov- 
els o'  nights,  and  the  pipes  were  glowing, 
our  talk  was  of  cattle,  cattle,  cattle.  The 
sales  of  steers  oft'  the  range  at  six  cents  per 
pound,  live  weight,  made  the  previous 
spring,  were  strongly  dwelt  upon.     I  was 


repeatedly  assured  that  the  Kansas  win- 
ters were  so  mild  that  I  would  not  need 
a  coat.  The  height  the  new  prairie 
grass  would  surely  be  on  the  1st  of  March 
was  measured  on  table  legs  by  outstretch- 
ed and  dirt\'  index  fingers  for  my  instruc- 
tion and  encouragement.  There  was  not 
one  of  all  the  band  of  eager  men  who  rode 
the  Kansas  plains  in  those  days  who  did 
not  firmly  believe  that  our  fortunes  were 
made.  The  country  was  full  of  cattle. 
November  came  in  with  a  blizzard,  and, 
with  slight  interruptions,  kindly  allowed 
by  Nature  for  the  purpose  of  aft'ording  us 
opportunities  to  skin  dead  cattle,  the  bliz- 
zard lasted  until  March,  and  the  cold, 
stormy  weather  for  two  months  longer. 
There  was  no  new  grass  until  the  middle 
of  Ma}".  In  all  the  Texas  herds  held  in 
Kansas  the  losses  were  heavy.  Hardly  a 
herd  lost  less  than  50  per  cent.,  and  60,  70, 
and  80  per  cent,  losses  were  common.  By 
spring  we  learned  that  great  herds  of 
heavy  beef  cattle,  held  on  the  Smok,y, Cot- 
tonwood, and  Arkansas  rivers,  had  been 
frozen  on  the  range,  and  that  the  Tex- 
an s  had  saddled  their  horses  and  gone 
home.  The  creeks  w^ere  dammed  with  the 
decaying  carcasses  of  cattle.  The  air  was 
heav}''  with  the  stench  of  decaj'ing  ani- 
mals. The  cruelties  of  the  business  of 
starving  cattle  to  death  were  vividly  im- 
pressed on  me.  Every  wagon  sent  from 
the  cattle  ranges  to  the  railroad  towns 
was  loaded  with  hides.  The  next  sum- 
mer, bankruptcy  stalked  over  the  Kansas 
plains  and  struck  men  down.  Our  trou- 
ble was  that  none  of  us  knew  that  the  tall 
blue- joint  grass  was  worthless  for  winter 
feed  unless  it  were  made  into  liRj,  none 
of  us  knew  that  the  fall  rains  had  washed 
the  nutriment  out  of  it,  and  none  of  us 
knew  that  about  once  in  ten  years  there 
is  a  hard  winter  in  the  far  West,  during 
which  the  mercury  modestly  retires  into 
the  bulb  of  the  thermometer,  and  blizzard 
chases  blizzard  over  the  plains  in  quick 
succession.  Some  of  us  learned  the  les- 
son at  once;  others,  who  claimed  that 
the  cattle  needed  protection,  not  food, 
erected  sheds,  w^hich  proved  to  be  death- 
traps, the  cattle  "stacking"  under  them 
during  cold  weather,  and  tried  it  again ^ 
and  Avent  into  bankruptcy  promptly  after 
the  second  venture.  As  it  Avas  in  Kansas, 
so  it  is,  in  a  less  degree,  in  the  so-called 
' '  cattle  country."  A  Avet  autumn,  follow- 
ed by  a  hard  winter,  kills  the  cattle  held 
on  Northern  ranges  by  the  thousand.      ' 
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Wliere  are  the  cattle  ?  The  cattle-frrow- 
ers  wlio  graze  their  herds  on  the  northern 
ranges  liave  kept  the  fact  of  their  being" 
eng-ag-ed  in  that  business  so  constantly  be- 
fore the  public  that  they  have  created  the 
impression  tliat  the  larger  portion  of  the 
cattle  in  the  countrj^  graze  on  the  arid 
plains  or  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  valleys 
and  parks.     This  is  a  mistake. 

Given  a  country  where  corn  thrives, 
there  will  be  found  cattle  and  hogs  in 
large  numbers.  All  intelligent  agricul- 
turists know  that  the  Mississippi  Valley 
is  divided  into  great  belts  of  land,  each 
distinguished  by  some  marked  peculiarity 
of  soil  and  climate  that  determines  the  u.se 
to  which  it  is  devoted.  The  upper  Missis- 
sippi Valley  is  wheat  land ;  the  lower  upper, 
corn  land;  the  upper  lower,  cotton  land; 
and  the  lower,  so-called  sugar  land.  It  is 
true  that  corn  can  be  raised  in  the  wheat 
and  in  the  cotton  belt,  and  even  in  the  su- 
gar belt;  but  it  is  not  corn  as  the  Western 
corn-gix)wers  use  the  word.  The  corn  belt 
proper  includes  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
and  Eastern  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Por- 
tions of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and 
Tennessee  properly  belong  in  this  belt. 
But  I  use  the  first  division  for  convenience 
of  illustration.  Where  corn  grows  to  per- 
fection there  is  always  plenty  of  feed  for  cat- 
tle. Millet  will  grow  and  yield  bountiful 
crops  throughout  the  region.  The  same  is 
true  of  oats;  and  wheat,  though  not  a  sure 
crop  in  the  corn  belt,  is  extensively  sown. 

In  1870  there  w^ere  22,501,337  domestic 
horned  cattle  in  the  United  States.  In 
1880  tne  census  shows  that  there  were 
34,931,670  cattle  in  the  country — an  in- 
crease of  12,430.333  during  the  decade.  Of 
this  increase  5,022,968  were  in  the  five  corn 
States  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas, 
and  Nebraska.  When  the  last  census 
was  taken,  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
cattle  in  the  country  were  in  those  States. 
In  1880  our  production  of  corn  w^as 
1,754,591,676  bushels.  The  five  corn  States 
P'oduced  1,071,505,344  bushels  —  more 
than  half  the  crop.  It  is  plainly  seen 
that  where  the  land  yields  large  crops  of 
corn,  there  the  cattle  naturally  gravitate. 

In  1880  there  were,  in  all  that  extensive 
area  composed  of  Montana,  Wyoming, 
Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Idaho,  Nevada,  Oregon,  and  Washington, 
1,786,262  cattle,  or  594,714  less  than  there 
were  in  Illinois,  and  but  351,974  more  than 
there  were  in  the  young  State  of  Kansas. 
New  York,  which  is  never  spoken  of  as 


a  cattle-growing  State,  contained  in  1880 
2,300,088  cattle— 613,826  more  than  then 
g-razed  on  the  whole  of  the  arid  belt,  the 
much  vaunted  grazing  grounds  of  tlie 
AVest.  In  my  opinion  the  census  of  1890 
will  show  that  there  will  l>e  more  cattle  in 
the  three  corn-growing  States  of  Illinois, 
Iowa,  and  Missouri  than  in  the  entire  })lain 
region,  excepting  Texas,  of  course.  And 
there  will  not  be  as  much  acute  suffering, 
nor  as  many  miserable  deaths  from  starva- 
tion and  cold,  in  the  three  States  as  there 
will  be  among  the  cattle  existing  through 
the  winter  in  a  single  county  in  the  so- 
called  cattle  country. 

In  1880  there  were  3,994,102  cattle  in 
Texas.  The  Texas  cattle  men  so  thorough- 
ly understand  their  business,  and  the 
State  is  so  well  adapted  to  raising  cattle, 
that  nothing  need  be  said  of  them  or  their 
lands.  All  Texas  cattle -growers  realize 
tliat  they  must  not  overstock  their  range, 
now  fully  stocked.  Those  at  all  familiar 
with  Texas  know  that  as  long  as  grass 
grows  and  water  runs  that  State  can  be  re- 
lied upon  to  supply  from  750,000  to  1,000,000 
cattle  annually;  cows  can  raise  calves  on 
the  Texas  ranges  and  live,  and  the  same  is 
true  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  and  por- 
tions of  the  Indian  Territory. 

The  map  of  the  United  States  shows 
that  the  unoccupied  western  portion, 
where  the  arid  grazing  lands  lie,  is  about 
equal  in  area  to  the  eastern  or  agricultur- 
al portion.  It  has  been  the  fashion  of 
Americans  to  boast  of  these  uninhabited 
lands,  and  to  assert,  with  intense  self-sat- 
isfaction, that  we  have  room  for  all  the 
oppressed  of  all  nations.  The  truth  is 
that  the  agricultural  lands  of  the  United 
States  are  practically  exhausted.  The 
land  that  figures  so  brightly  on  the  maps 
is  but  an  arid  tract  scantily  covered  with 
herbage.  A  large  portion  of  it  lies  so  re- 
mote from  water  that  it  has  no  value  at 
all,  even  to  cattle  -  growers ;  other  por- 
tions are  sandy  deserts;  still  others,  alka- 
line plains.  How  large  an  area  of  the 
uninhabited  West  is  available  for  cattle- 
raising  ?  An  accurate  answer  can  not  be 
given  to  that  question,  but  I  Avill  state 
some  facts  that  are  vital  factors  in  all 
estimates  of  the  value  of  the  grazing 
ground. 

On  the  trail,  when  the  cattle  crow^ded 
off  the  Texas  ranges  are  travelling  north, 
they  are  driven  an  average  of  fifteen 
miles  per  day — some  days  a  little  more, 
some   a   little   less.      They  are   the  best 
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travellers   of   all   domestic    cattle  :    tliey 
travel  free;    tliey  do  not  fret;   they  are 
easily  guided.      Many  years'   experience 
has  taught  the  Texas  cattle  men  that  fif- 
teen miles  per  day  is  the  utmost  distance 
these  cattle  can  travel  without  serious  loss 
of  flesh.    Driven  that  distance,  they  about 
hold  their  own.     It  is  true  that  the  year- 
lings and  calves  do  not  thrive  when  on 
the  trail,  but  they  live,  and,  if  not  driven 
over  alkaline  plains,  are  not  seriously  in- 
jured.   The  distance  these  cattle  can  trav- 
el being  known,  it  is  easy  to  compute  the 
value  of  high-lying  and  waterless  land. 
If  the  range  is  more  than  ten  miles  from 
water    (and    there    are    many    extensive 
areas  within  the  arid  zone  that  are  twen- 
ty miles  from   Avater),  it  is  worthless,  it 
matters  not  how  plentiful  the  feed.     It 
is  true  that  cattle  ranging  at  will,  and 
free  from  the  control  of  man,  which  they 
resent,  will  travel  farther  and  hold  their 
flesh  better   than   if    driven.     Say   they 
can  thus  travel   twenty  miles  per  day. 
Then,  if  their  grazing  ground  is  not  more 
than  ten  miles  from  water,  tliey  can  live, 
and  maybe  thrive.     So  far  as  the  range 
lying  beyond  the   ten-mile  line   is  con- 
cerned, it  might  as  well  be   a  grassless 
desert.     The  cattle  can  not  use  it.     The 
cattle  like  to  loiter  along  the  streams,  to 
graze  on  the  low  lands,  to  make  the  val- 
ley their  home.     They  journey  long  dis- 
tances  for   food   only   when   compelled. 
The  effects  of  the  cattle  loitering  in  the 
valley  can  be  plainly  seen  in  the  upper 
Arkansas  Valley,  in  Colorado,  where  they 
have  tramped  the  grass  out.     What  has 
occuri'ed  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  will  in- 
evitably  occur   in   other  valleys   if   the 
range  is  overstocked.     Once  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  grass  in  the  valley  begins,  the 
lines  of  destruction  will  annually  recede 
farther  and  farther  from  the  water,  until 
all  the  grass  within  grazing  distance  of 
the   stream  is  destroyed,  and   the   range 
rendered  valueless.     In  1873  the  Arkan- 
sas Valley  in  Colorado  was  carpeted  with 
nutritious  grass;  in  1881  it  was  a  desert 
where  dust  clouds  coursed.      The  destruc- 
tion of  the  grass  in  this  valley  was  the 
direct  outcome  of  overstocking  the  ranges. 
Fifteen  miles  from  the  river,  on  the  up- 
lands,  the   grass    is   as  good  as   ever  it 
was. 

The  native  grasses  of  the  arid  belt  do 
not  stand  close  grazing,  as  the  pastures 
of  the  Eastern  States  do.  During  the 
summer  of  1871  I  was  in  northern  Mon- 


tana, in  the  region  between  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  the  Belt  range,  and  north- 
ward to  the  Belly  River  in  the  northwest 
territory.  At  that  time  the  Dearborn  Val- 
ley range  was  virgin.  On  it  was  the  best 
bunch-grass  I  saw  in  the  Territory,  ex- 
cepting- on  the  upper  Milk  River.  The 
Sun  River  Valley  was  a  famous  cattle- 
feeding  ground  in  those  days.  To-day 
the  whole  region,  that  was  in  1871  cov- 
ered with  tall  bunch-grass,  has  been  prac- 
tically abandoned  by  the  cattle  men. 
The  grass  is  eaten  out.  The  range  was 
overstocked.  Its  value  has  been  destroy- 
ed. The  per  cent,  of  loss  among  the  cat- 
tle unwisely  held  there  during  the  two 
winters  last  past  was  very  large. 

In  1883  the  grass  in  northern  Colorado 
was  very  badly  injured  by  overstocking — 
so  much  so  that  many  cattle  men  believed 
that  it  had  been  permanently  injured. 

The  number  of  acres  of  arid  land  neces- 
sary to  carry  an  animal  without  injury  to 
the  grass  varies  widely.  The  species  of  the 
grass,  whether  bunch,  buffalo,  or  gamma, 
and  the  quantity  standing  on  an  acre,  as 
well  as  the  character  of  the  soil,  whether 
it  is  sandy  or  gravelly,  must  be  taken  into 
consideration.  Intelligent  cattle-growers 
assert  that  on  a  new  range,  such  as  the 
Yellowstone  Valley  was  a  few  years  ago, 
fifteen  acres  per  head  of  cattle  is  suffi- 
cient to  insure  the  permanency  of  the 
range.  Others,  more  conservative,  or 
maybe  more  greedy  for  range,  assert  that 
twenty-five  acres  is  not  too  much  if  the 
range  is  to  be  a  permanent  one.  This  in 
the  arid  belt,  of  course. 

In  the  sem'i-arid  belt  the  grass  form-s  a 
thick  sod,  and  when  the  region  is  virgin 
there  are  but  few  weeds  among  the  grass. 
But  let  this  prairie  be  closely  pastured  for 
two  years,  and  w^eeds,  rank,  unwhole- 
some, and  worthless,  make  their  appear- 
ance. If  the  cattle  are  held  on  the 
ground,  the  grass  wdll  almost  disappear 
in  four  or  five  years,  and  what  looked  to 
be  an  indestructible  pasture  will  be  only 
a  field  of  weeds. 

Westward  from  the  96th  meridian  a,ll 
prairie  grass  lacks  vitality.  Close  feed- 
ing injures  it.  Mowing  seriously  affects 
it.  When  the  natural  meadows  lying 
within  the  arid  belt  were  first  mown,  they 
yielded  large  crops  of  the  most  nutritious 
hay  in  the  w^orld.  The  first  cutting  w^as 
heavy;  the  successive  crops  were  lighter 
and  lighter,  until  now  all  these  meadows 
inust  be  carefully  irrigated,  or  the  grass 
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crop  ^vill  be  so  light  as  not  to  be  ^vorth 
cutting.  So  to  a  great  extent  is  it  in  the 
semi-arid  belt.  But  thei-e,  owing  to  the 
slight  fall  in  the  streams,  irrigation  can 
not  be  practiced.  In  the  semi-arid  belt 
land  that  has  once  been  good  hay  land  is 
always  good  corn  land,  and  many  mea- 
dows tliat  no  longer  yield  sufficient  hay 
to  pay  for  cutting  will  be  ploughed  and 
devoted  to  corn. 

I  have  said  that  the  annual  drive  from 
Texas  will  probably  be  from  750,000  to 
1,000,000  cattle.  A  large  proportion  of 
these  Avill  be  stock  cattle— cows,  heifers, 
and  young  steel's.  Where  are  these  cat- 
tle to  be  held  until  fit  for  market  ?  At 
the  Cattle  Growers*  Convention,  held  in 
St.Louis,  November,  1SS4,  the  Texas  cattle- 
growers  were  unanimous  in  advocating 
the  creation  of  a  national  cattle  trail,  six 
miles  wide,  and  extending  from  Texas  to 
our  northern  boundary.  The  Northern 
grazers  opposed  the  proposed  trail  on  the 
ground  that  the  Texas  cattle  were  infect- 
ed with  a  disease  known  in  the  business 
as  the  Spanish  fever.  They  asserted — 
and  truthfulh^  too — that  the  driving  of 
through  Texas  cattle  along  the  trail  would 
infect  their  herds.  The  Spanish  fever 
does  not  injure  Texas  cattle;  but  all  na- 
tive cattle— that  is.  all  Northern  stock,  no 
matter  what  their  blood — catch  the  dis- 
ease by  grazing  on  the  ground  over  which 
through  Texas  cattle  have  passed,  and 
they  generally  die.  Here  were  two  par- 
ties disputing  about  a  fact  that  both  knew 
to  be  a  fact,  both  cunningh^  endeavoring 
to  conceal  their  real  hopes  and  fears. 
There  are  Territorial  and  State  laws  in 
foiTe  ia  the  West  that  forbid  the  driving 
of  through  Texas  cattle  on  to  many 
ranges.  A  national  law  enacted  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  cattle  trail  would 
override  these  local  laws,  which  many 
lawyers  pronounce  unconstitutional,  and 
open  the  Northern  grazing  ground  to  the 
Texas  cattle.  The  Southern  stock-grow- 
ers want  the  trail  created  so  that  they  can 
drive  young  steei*s  that  are  strong  enough 
to  endure  the  severe  winters  of  the  North- 
west through  to  the  bunch  and  buffalo 
grass  pastures  of  Wyoming  and  Montana 
in  one  season,  and  so  avert  overstocking 
their  home  range,  which  is  secure  from 
invasion  of  Northern  herds,  as  no  native 
cattle  can  be  driven  on  to  the  grazing 
ground  of  Texas  and  live.  The  Spanish 
fever  stalks  abroad  there.  The  Northern 
men  assert  and  re-assert  that  the  opening 


of  the  trail  would  endanger  their  herds. 
They  ignoi*e  the  fact  that  the  hrst  heavy 
frost  kills  the  Spanish  fever,  and  ends  all 
danger.  The}'  endeavor  to  conceal  their 
real  reason  for  opposing  the  opening  of 
the  trail,  which  is  the  danger  of  overstock- 
ing the  Northern  grazing  ground  if  the 
Texas  men  are  allowed  to  drive  their  sur- 
])lus  young  steers  there.  They  dread  hav- 
ing from  200,000  to  300,000  young  steers 
annually  driven  North  to  feed  on  a  range 
that  they  all  realize  will,  under  the  pre- 
sent land  laws,  be  speedily  overstocked, 
and  eventually  destroyed,  and  destroyed 
by  the  greed  of  the  cattle  men. 

Underlying  all  talk  of  renting  the  pub- 
lic lands,  or  of  buying  them,  and  of  any 
and  all  schemes  concerning  the  disjmsi- 
tion  to  be  made  of  the  public  domain  tliat 
emanate  from  the  cattle-growers,  is  the 
determined  purpose  to  secure  the  land, 
and  to  place  it  under  the  control  of  the 
cattle-growing  associations,  and  then  lim- 
it the  numljer  of  cattle  that  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  graze  on  it.  The  spectre  that  is 
ever  present  to  the  Northern  cattle-grow- 
ers is  ovei*stocking.  All  talk  of  their  de- 
sire to  conserve  the  public  domain  is  false. 
They  desire  to  secui-e  absolute  possession 
of  the  range;  and  if  they  succeed,  they 
will  as  surely  stop  agricultural  settlers 
from  entering  the  arid  belt  to  acquire  low- 
lying  farms  along  the  streams  as  if  they 
owned  the  land  in  fee-simple. 

During  the  few  years  last  past  cattle 
ranches  have  changed  hands  freely,  at 
veiy  extravagant  prices.  The  price  of 
beef  lias  been  high,  and  the  profits  of  cat- 
tle growing  or  grazing  exceedingly  large. 
During  this  same  time  the  tendency  has 
been  to  the  consolidation  of  individual 
cattle  owners  into  corporate  associations, 
for  the  more  economical  administration 
of  the  business.  Corporations  can  man- 
age the  business  of  growing  cattle  cheap- 
er and  better  than  individuals,  provided 
the  active  officers  of  the  company  hold  its 
stock. for  which  they  have  paid  either  mon- 
ey or  cattle.  But  if  the  stock  is  held  by 
Eastern  men  or  by  foreigners,  and  their 
agents  on  the  plains  do  not  own  stock 
for  which  they  have  paid,  the  stock  of  that 
cattle-growing  as.sociation  would  be  about 
as  valuable  as  that  issued  by  some  of  the 
silver-mining  companies  of  Colorado. 

The  reason  for  the  high  price  of  cattle 
during  the  past  four  years  has  never  been 
fairly  stated  so  that  Eastern  investors 
could    understand  it.      For  three    years 
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previous  to  1884  tljc  West  did  not  make  a 
full  corn  crop.  The  failure  of  the  corn 
crop  forbade  the  breeding);-  of  swine  on  a 
sulliciently  extensive  scale  to  keep  pace 
with  our  increase  in  population,  and  at 
the  same  time  supply  the  foreign,  demand. 
With  corn  worth  forty-five  and  fifty  cents 
per  biislicl,  the  farmers  could  not  affoi'd 
to  assume  the  risks  incident  to  breeding 
swine  in  large  numbers.  They  bi'ed,  to 
be  sure,  but  they  did  not  stock  their  breed- 
ing pens.  The  small  supply  of  pork  in- 
creased the  demand  for  beef,  and  the  price 
of  the  latter  rose.  But  since  1884  large 
corn  crops  have  reversed  the  situation, 
and  we  have  entered  upon  an  era  of  low 
prices. 

The  grazing  grounds  of  great  altitude 
are  the  grave-yards  of  cows.  For  years 
the  trails  leading  from  Texas  to  tlie  North- 
ern ranges  have  been  crowded  with  stock 
cattle  that  wera  driven  North  to  be  used 
in  establishing  ranches.  The  number  of 
cattle  in  Texas  is  so  great,  and  so  near  the 
capacity  of  the  land  to  carry,  that  during 
the  decade  ending  in  1880  from  500,000  to 
700,000  cattle,  old  and  young,  male  and 
female,  were  driven  from  the  State  annu- 
ally. It  is  fair  to  assume  that  in  the  past 
at  least  one-fourth  of  the  Texas  drive  were 
females,  and  young  females  generally. 
Where  are  the  cows  that  have  been  driven 
from  the  mesquite  and  gamma  ranges  of 
Texas  during  the  past  decade  ?  The  busi- 
ness of  raising  cattle  on  the  Northern 
plains  is  not  old.  It  is  safe  to  assert  that 
at  least  1,000,000  female  cattle  have  left 
Texas  for  the  Northern  grazing  ground 
during  the  ten  years  last  past.  In  a  suit- 
able climate  these  cattle  would  have  been 
alive  to-day.  Where  are  they?  The  bones 
of  thousands  of  them  lie  bleaching  on  the 
wind-swept  flanks  of  the  foot-hills  of 
mountain  ranges;  they  pave  the  bottoms 
of  miry  pools;  they  are  scattered  among 
the  pines  standing  below  the  eternal  snow- 
drifts of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  they  lie 
in  disjointed,  wolf-gnawed  fragments  on 
the  arid,  bunch -grass  ranges;  they  are 
scattered  over  the  short  buffalo-grass, low- 
lying  monuments  of  man's  inhumanity 
to  the  dumb  animals  he  has  arrogantly 
assumed  charge  of;  they  have  died  of 
hunger;  they  have  perished  of  thirst, 
when  the  icy  breath  of  winter  closed  the 
streams;  they  have  died  of  starvation  by 
the  tens  of  thousands  during  the  season 
when  cold  storms  sw^eep  out  of  the  North 
and  course  over  the  plains,  burying  the 


grass  under  snow.  Other  thousands  have 
been  frozen  into  solid  blocks  during  blood- 
chilling  blizzards. 

Tliere  has  been  a  movement  of  young 
cattle,  steers  generally,  from  the  corn 
States  to  the  plains,  for  several  years. 
Many  of  the  men  who  own  or  control 
Wyoming,  Dakota,  and  Montana  ranges 
have  practically  abandoned  tlie  business 
of  breeding  cattle,  driven  out  of  it  by  the 
severe  losses  of  female  cattle  during  the 
winters,  and  now  confine  their  attention 
to  grazing  young  steers,  known  as  "pil- 
grims," which  they  bring  upon  the  range 
from  Eastern  States.  These  animals  are 
generally  high-grade  steers  from  the  corn 
States,  or  long-horned  cattle  from  Texas. 
If  the  latter  are  bought,  those  that  have 
been  held  over  one  winter  in  Kansas 
or  Nebraska  or  Indian  Territory  are  i)re- 
f erred.  In  the  past,  this  business  has 
proved  to  be  fairly  remunerative, because, 
since  it  has  been  started,  the  price  of  beef 
has  been  high,  and  there  has  been  no  ex- 
ceedingly severe  winter  on  the  plains. 
The  country  these  cattle  are  held  in  has 
been  in  the  white  man's  possession  for  but 
a  few  years.  The  men  wlio  have  accurate 
knowledge  of  its  climate  can  be  counted 
on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  The  North- 
ern cattle-growers  assert  that  the  climate 
is  mild  and  the  winters  balmy.  There  are 
a  few  men  in  the  Northwest  who  have 
traded  in  tlie  Yellowstone  Valley  in  the 
winter  and  early  spring  when  the  Sioux 
occupied  the  land.  Some  of  these  men 
have  told  me  that  during  some  winters  the 
snow  was  deep  on  the  ground  for  weeks, 
and  the  cold  was  most  intense.  They 
said  that  occasionally  the  winters  v/ere  so 
severe  that  large  numbers  of  hardy  Indian 
ponies  died.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
Indian  ponies  can  endure  a  greater  degree 
of  cold  tlian  American  horses,  and  that 
American  horses  can  endure  a  greater  de- 
gree of  cold  than  cattle,  it  matters  not 
where  the  latter  are  raised. 

It  is  estimated  that  220,000  cattle  were 
driven  or  carried  into  Montana  and  Da- 
kota during  1884.  The  larger  portion  of 
tliis  stock  was  brought  on  to  the  range  to 
be  fattened.  They  were  young  steers.  It 
is  also  estimated  by  competent  authorities 
that  100,000  of  the  220,000  cattle  that  en- 
tered the  far  Northern  range  during  1884 
were  young  native  cattle  from  the  corn 
States.  The  number  of  "through"  cattle 
that  w^ere  included  in  the  great  herd  of 
Texans   no    man    can   tell.      The   Texas 
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drover  is  famous  throuorhout  the  arid  belt 
for  never  telling  the  truth  as  to  whei-e  his 
cattle  come  from.  He  is  always  willing 
to  swear  that  they  passed  the  previous 
winter  in  Kansas  or  Nebraska,  and  as 
cold  weather  kills  the  Spanish  fever,  his 
cattle  are  sound,  and  he  is  not  responsible 
for  damages  if  the  disease  luakes  its  ap- 
XDearance  in  Northern  herds.  The  truth 
is  that  a  h^rge  proportion  of  the  Texas 
cattle  driven  into  Montana  and  Dakota 
during  the  season  of  1SS4  were  fresh  from 
the  Southern  range.  The  young  cattle 
that  are  brought  on  to  the  Northern  graz- 
ing grounds  from  the  agricultural  States 
come  from  a  land  of  plenty.  They  have 
been  well  fed  and  attentively  watered 
from  the  daj'  of  their  birth  until  they  are 
sent  "West.  They  have  been  protected 
from  severe  winter  storms.  They  have 
had  intelligent  and  anxious  care.  Their 
instincts  have  been  blunted  by  the  pro- 
tective care  of  man.  Tliese  immature  an- 
imals have  been  taken  West  and  turned 
on  the  range  to  shift  for  themselves. 
They  can  do  so  in  a  mild  winter.  Last 
year,  up  to  September  8,  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  carried  68,860  young  cat- 
tle from  the  East  into  Montana  and  west- 
ern Dakota.  Many  thousands  have  been 
driven  in,  and  other  thousands  carried  in 
by  other  railroad  companies.  But  let  a 
hard  winter  come,  following  a  wet  au- 
tumn, and  the  grazing  ground  be  covered 
with  snow,  and  blizzard  after  blizzard 
sweep  out  of  the  frozen  North  in  quick 
succession.  Then  how  will  these  cattle 
fare  ?  and  how  will  the  through  Texans 
fare  ?  I  answer,  just  as  they  did  in  Kansas 
in  the  winter  of  1871-2.  They  would  dis- 
appear from  the  range.  And  if  the  winter 
should  be  as  severe  as  some  of  the  Indian 
traders  told  me  they  had  seen  in  the  Yel- 
lowstone Valley,  so  severe  that  the  In- 
dians were  forced  to  cut  cotton  wood-trees 
so  that  their  ponies  could  feed  on  the  buds 
and  tenderer  limbs,  the  toughened  range 
cattle  will  be  decimated  before  spring. 

It  has  frequently  been  asserted  by  in- 
terested parties  that  cattle  keep  fat  on  the 
range  all  winter.  If  this  were  true,  the 
cities  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  cattle 
country  would  be  supplied  with  beef  from 
the  adjoining  ranges.  A  stranger  walk- 
ing through  the  streets  of  Denver  would, 
knowing  himself  to  be  in  the  cattle  coun- 
try, suppose  that  the  prime  quarters  of 
beef  he  saw  hanging  in  the  butchei*s' 
shops  were  the  carcasses  of  range  cattle. 


But  if  he  will  go  to  the  railroad  depots  he 
will  see  those  choice  quartei-s.  oi*  othei*s 
just  like  tliem,  unloaded  from  cars  that 
came  from  the  corn  belt.  If  a  Denver 
butcher  is  remonstrated  with  for  charging 
exorbitant  prices  for  liis  beef,  he  defeiuls 
himself  by  saying  that  he  has  to  bring  his 
meat  from  Kansas  City,  and  that  trans- 
portation charges  are  high  on  the  L^nion 
Pacific  Railroad. 

Recently  a  new  method  of  handling 
beef  cattle  on  the  range  has  sprung  into 
existence,  and  one  that  has  made  one 
branch  of  the  cattle  business  on  the  plains 
safe,  reasonably  pi-oiitable.  and  humane. 
The  hay  cut  on  the  irrigated  meadows  ly- 
ing within  the  sti'ictly  arid  belt  is  the 
most  nutritious  in  the  world.  The  rule 
seems  to  be  that  the  greater  the  altitude 
of  the  meadow,  the  finer  and  more  nutri- 
tious the  hay  it  yields.  A  few  years  ago 
it  was  discovered  that  steers  that  were  full 
fed  on  this  hay  would  gain  flesh  during 
the  winter.  I  have  seen  as  fat  beeves 
killed  in  Wyoming  in  March  as  are  killed 
in  the  smaller  towns  in  the  corn  belt. 

There  are  many  small  meadows  lying 
along  the  streams  that  flow  througli  the 
grazing  country  that,  with  irrigation, 
would  annually  yield  from  100  to  150  tons 
of  hay.  Each  of  these  spots  would  atford 
a  young  man  of  modest  means  a  home, 
where  he  could  live  in  comfort  and  save 
money  for  his  old  age.  He  could  keep  a 
hundred  head  of  stock  cattle,  or  he  could 
feed  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  steers,  ev- 
ery winter.  That  the  industry  of  feeding 
steers  hay  during  the  winters  will  rapidly 
increase  is  inevitable,  and  many  men  of 
small  means,  or  who  are  conscientiously 
opposed  to  freezing  and  starving  cattle  to 
death,  will  engage  in  it,  providing  that  the 
cattle-growing  associations  do  not  seize  all 
the  water  rights  and  all  the  meadows, 
which  they  will  surely  do  if  they  can. 
It  is  the  aim  of  all  cattle  growing  or 
breeding  associations  which  operate  in  the 
arid  belt  to  secure  the  water  rights  in  the 
plain  countr\',  and  the  natural  meadows 
of  the  grazing  land  of  high  altitude.  On 
the  plains  the  water  determines  the  value 
of  the  land.  In  tli^  highlands  there  is 
plenty  of  water;  but  hay  is  an  article  of 
prime  necessity  to  the  man  of  small  means 
who  seeks  a  home.  So  when  an  unoccu- 
pied meadow  is  found  in  the  range  used 
by  a  cattle-growing  association,  one  of  the 
employes  of  the  association  is  instructed 
to  homestead  or  enter  it,  which  he  prompt- 
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jy  does.  When  lie  procures  a  patent  from 
the  government,  he  deeds  tlie  land  to  the 
association  emplo^^ing  him.  Another  poor 
man  has  heen  deprived  of  a  home,  hut  the 
association  has  been  benehted. 

Where  is  the  best  cattle  country  ?  Where 
can  cattle  be  handled  or  raised  with  small 
loss  and  sure  profit  and  no  cruelty  ?  Un- 
hesitatingly I  answer  in  the  semi-arid  belt. 
Here  are  the  requirements  of  a  perfect  cat- 
tle country.  Grass  to  usually  start  early 
in  the  spring,  say  by  the  middle  of  April. 
The  summers  should  be  warm.  The  Avin- 
ters  dry,  so  that  the  cattle  will  not  tramp 
their  feed  into  the  ground,  Avhere  the  hogs 
that  follow  them  can  not  find  it.  Corn 
should  grow  to  perfection.  The  land 
should  be  comparatively  free  from  hog 
and  cattle  diseases.  Such  a  land  is  the 
semi-arid  belt,  lying  between  the  97tli  and 
99th  meridians,  and  extending  from  Da- 
kota to  Texas.  Within  that  area  hog 
cholera  is  almost  unknown.  The  cattle 
are  free  from  disease.  There  is  plenty  of 
cheap  corn.  Large  crops  of  millet  can 
be  grown  on  all  the  land.  Wheat  is  al- 
most a  sure  crop.  The  corn  stalks,  wheat 
straw,  and  millet  supply  the  cattle  with 
an  abundance  of  roughness  during  the 
winter.  All  points  of  the  belt  are  con- 
venient to  market.  The  creeks  seldom 
freeze  over  solidly,  and  the  cattle  have 
free  access  to  water.  The  ground  seldom 
becomes  miry,  and  the  cattle's  feet  are  al- 
ways sound.  The  business  of  raising  cat- 
tle, or  of  feeding  them,  in  the  semi-arid 
belt  is  profitable.  There  are  x^lenty  of 
well-bred  and  intelligent  people  in  the 
country.  The  country  is  healthful.  There 
are  good  schools  in  every  town.  Land 
may  be  purchased  on  reasonable  terms. 


but  only  the  bottom  land  in  the  western 
portion  of  the  semi-arid  belt  is  corn  land. 
The  best  of  corn  land,  say  twenty  miles 
from  a  thriving  town,  can  be  bought  for 
from  $20  to  630  per  acre.  Near  the  towns 
good  bottom  land  can  be  bought  for  from 
650  to  675  per  acre.  The  upland  of  the 
western  portion  of  the  belt  is  dear  at  any 
price. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  in 
the  semi-arid  belt  during  the  five  years 
last  past  has  been  most  remarkable.  As 
long  as  wheat  sold  at  remunerative  prices 
the  farmers  did  not  pay  much  attention 
to  cattle-growing.  But  when  the  price  of 
wheat  began  to  fall,  and  the  value  of  cattle 
to  increase  rapidly,  they  realized  that  it 
was  no  longer  wise  to  burn  their  straw, 
or  to  devote  corn  land  to  wheat  culture. 
To  show  how  closely  intelligent  men  who 
are  engaged  in  the  same  business  employ 
the  same  methods  of  thought  and  arrive  at 
the  same  conclusions,  I  instance  the  farm- 
ers of  Kansas.  Up  to  the  autumn  of  1881 
calves  were  freely  sold  by  these  men.  Aft- 
er the  crop  of  calves  of  1882  was  born,  it 
Avas  rare  to  see  veal  hanging  in  a  butcher's 
shop.  Almost  all  the  cah^es  born  in  the 
semi-arid  belt  of  Kansas  since  1882  have 
been  raised.  Last  spring,  when  travelling 
in  Kansas,  in  a  region  Avhere  but  few  cat- 
tle Avere  held  three  years  ago,  I  saw  small 
herds  of  cattle  in  CA^ery  barn-yard.  The 
statistics  of  Kansas  for  1883  show  that  there 
Avere  1,801,318  in  the  State  in  the  spring 
of  that  year.  There  are  about  2,500,000  in 
the  State  now.  There  has  been  a  similar 
increase  in  Nebraska ;  and  there  has  been 
an  astonishing  increase  since  1880  in  the 
number  of  cattle  in  the  fiv^  corn  States — 
amounting  now  to  13,000,000. 
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BY  JENNY  POULTNEY  BIGELOW. 

0  BIRTHDAY  of  the  long  ago. 
The  joy  that  filled  my  bosom  then 
But  makes  the  darker  seem  the  Avoe 
With  Avhicli  the  davs  now  overflow. 


Like  bird  in  safely  sheltered  nest, 

A  child  Avithin  my  arms  was  pressed. 

And  sipped  life's  blossoms  at  my  breast. 

The  bird  to  safer  shelter  flown, 

The  nest  is  emjJty,  and  alone 

I  make  my  broken-hearted  moan. 


A  POSTMASTER'S  EXPERIENCE  OF  CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM. 


AN  experience  of  over  two  years  in  one 
of  the  larg-e  offices  to  which  the  Civil 
Service  Act  applies  has  given  me  an  op- 
l)ortunity  to  observe  its  workings,  and  to 
compare  its  merits  with  the  old  system  of 
making  appointments. 

Many  years  of  continuous  employment 
in  the  government  service  had  taught  me 
the  absolute  necessity  of  some  change  in 
the  mode  of  selection  for  subordinate  posi- 
tions, and  had  also  convinced  me  that  even 
isolated  cases  of  administrative  reform 
^vere  not  to  be  looked  for  in  our  larger 
cities,  no  matter  how  high  the  character, 
honest  the  purpose,  or  marked  tlie  attain- 
ments of  the  head  of  the  otfice  might  be. 

It  required  the  sanction  of  a  law  of 
Congress  and  the  support  of  an  honest 
and  conscientious  Chief  Magistrate  to  en- 
able a  postmaster  or  collector  to  stem  the 
current  for  the  first  two  years  in  \vhich 
he  was  engaged  in  "commending  an  un- 
Avelcome  law  to  an  unwilling  people.''  In 
some  few  cities,  to  be  sure,  a  system  of 
examiniations  had  been  inaugurated,  and 
a  board  of  examiners  had  been  appointed ; 
but  their  duties  were  merely  nominal, 
and  their  functions  were  never  exerted  to 
the  exclusion  of  a  political  favorite  whose 
appointment  was  necessary,  or,  if  already 
appointed,  whose  promotion  would  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  ax)pointing  offi- 
cer or  his  political  friends. 

When,  therefore, the  announcement  was 
made  that  on  and  after  July  16, 1883,  in 
the  larger  offices  of  the  country  and  in  the 
departments  at  Washington,  all  save  a 
few  excepted  places  were  to  be  filled  only 
by  those  who  had  passed  a  competitive  ex- 
amination, there  was  at  first  a  feeling  of 
incredulity  on  the  part  of  the  Old  Guard 
of  office-seekers,  which  soon  became  one 
of  indignation  and  astonishment  when  it 
w^as  found  that  the  law  was  really  to  be 
enforced. 

To  be  sure  it  only  applied,  Outside  of 
Washington,  to  the  i)ost-offices  and  cus- 
toms offices  having  more  than  fifty  em- 
ployes, but  as  these  offices  had  heretofore 
afforded  the  largest  number  of  political 
places,  their  loss  was  sure  to  be  severely 
felt. 

The  head  of  a  large  office  (to  which  it 
was  subsequently  found  the  law  did  not 
apply),  meeting  me  in  Washington  about 
the  time  the  law  was  to  go  into  effect,  in- 
quired, gravely,  "  What  are  you  going  to 


do  about  it  ?  how  are  you  going  to  get 
round  it?"  and  seemed  paralyzed  with  as- 
tonishment when  I  replied  that  I  was  not 
going  to  do  anything  about  the  new  law 
except  to  enforce  it  in  the  office  under  my 
charge,  and  that  I  did  not  intend  tu  try  to 
"get  round''  it,  "But,''  he  replied,  "it 
Avill  break  up  the  part}'  in  my  district.  I 
must  take  care  of  the  '  workers'.  How  is 
it  to  be  done  ?"  I  answered  that,  melan- 
choly as  it  was,  the  workers  must  now  take 
tlieir  chances  with  others  in  passing  the 
examination,  Tlie  look  of  disgust  on  his 
face  convinced  me  that  he  did  not  regard 
this  as  practical  politics,  nor  the  plan  sug- 
gested as  a  feasible  one;  nor  did  my  fur- 
ther suggestion, that  possibly  leaders  with- 
out sulficient  intelligence  or  education  to 
enable  them  to  pass  a  simple  examination 
in  the  rudimentary  bi-anches  might  be 
supplanted  without  serious  detriment  to 
the  body-politic,  meet  with  any  better  re- 
ce|)tion,  I  concluded  that  Ephraim  was 
joined  to  his  idols,  and  left  him  to  rumi- 
nate on  a  plan  of  "how  not  to  do  it." 

When  it  became  known  that  the  law 
was  really  a  fixed  fact,  and  that  an  exam- 
ination had  actually  been  held  at  the  of- 
fice under  my  charge,  there  was  no  little 
curiosity  to  see  the  new  appointees.  Had 
they  been  men  of  an  entirely  different 
race  from  ours,  their  advent  in  the  office 
would  hardly  have  been  awaited  with 
more  interest.  There  was  something  so 
extraordinary  in  appointing  to  a  place  in 
the  public  service  a  man  entirely  un- 
known to  the  representatives  of  the  old 
regime,  gathered  from  every  ward  in  the 
city,  that  the  representative  of  this  de- 
parture from  a  time-honored  custom  nat- 
urally became  the  centre  of  discussion 
and  speculation. 

The  office  at  this  time  had  been  pretty 
thoroughly  weeded  out,  not  in  the  sense 
of  general  and  sweeping  removals,  for 
changes  had  been  made  on]}"  for  cause, 
but  rather  in  the  policy  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest,  and  it  therefore  afforded  in  the 
character,  intelligence,  and  standing  of  its 
employes  a  high  standard  of  comparison 
by  which  to  judge  the  new  appointees. 

The  annual  allowance  made  soon  after 
the  1st  of  July  gave  the  office  an  in- 
creased force  that  year,  and  there  was 
therefore  an  early  opportunity  to  carry 
the  law  into  execution. 

The  two  persons  first  appointed,  select- 
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ed  from  the  highest  on  the  eligible  list, 
did  not  prove  satisfactory,  and  both  were 
speedily  dismissed,  one  for  intemperance, 
and  the  other  for  general  un worthiness, 
insubordination,  and  absence  without 
leave  during  business  hours.  These  two 
men  were  at  once  compared  with  two  oth- 
ers appointed  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  a 
short  time  before  the  law  went  into  effect, 
and  who,  as  it  hai^pened,  were  both  thor- 
ough representatives  of  the  old  system  of 
official  rewards  for  faithful  party  service, 
but  who  proved,  in  this  instance,  to  be 
capital  clerks,  and  soon  earned  advance- 
ment by  intelligent  and  quick  perception 
of  their  duties. 

Had  I  entered  upon  the  duty  of  admin- 
istering the  new  law  with  preconceived 
prejudices,  and  with  doleful  forebodings 
as  to  the  future,  the  comments  made  at 
this  juncture  would  have  been  consoling 
in  a  melancholy  degree;  but  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  the  principle  was  right,  with 
the  knowledge  that  all  things  must  have 
a  beginning,  and  that  all  is  well  that  ends 
well,  I  replaced  the  dismissed  men  with 
the  next  on  the  list,  and  with  this  unfor- 
tunate episode  the  unfavorable  aspect  of 
the  new  law  ended.  Only  a  single  addi- 
tional case  of  this  character  occurred  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  two  years,  and  these, with 
one  other  case  growing  out  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  incur  debts  which  the  employe 
could  not  possibly  liquidate,  and  which 
were  assumed  on  the  strengtli  of  his  offi- 
cial position,  constitute  the  sum  total  of 
removals  during  the  two  and  one- sixth 
years  in  which  the  law  has  been  in  opera- 
tion, and  embracing  a  total  of  about  sev- 
enty-five appointments. 

Not  one  of  the  number  has  failed  to  se- 
cure a  favorable  report  at  the  end  of  his 
six  months'  probationary  period,  and  all 
at  the  end  of  that  time  have  been  recom- 
mended for  permanent  appointment. 

This  report  has  been  made  upon  the 
daily  record  kept  by  the  different  superin- 
tendents to  whom  they  have  been  assign- 
ed, and  who,  themselves  appointees  of  the 
old  system,  and  most  of  them  party  men 
of  the  strictest  sect,  could  hardly  be  sus- 
pected of  undue  leniency  or  favoritism 
in  making  up  their  estimate  of  the  six 
months'  work. 

One  of  the  assistant  superintendents, 
who  was  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  law, 
and  who  was  sharply  critical  in  his  esti- 
mate of  the  work  of  the  new  men,  came 
into  my  office  one  afternoon,  in  the  ab- 


sence of  his  superintendent,  who  was  ab- 
sent on  his  annual  vacation,  and  remark- 
ed that  Mr.  A ,  one  of  the  civil  service 

men,  who  had  been  in  the  office  a  couple 
of  months,  was  exceedingly  slow,  and  ap- 
parently unable  to  master  the  details  of 
the  work,  and  at  the  same  time  desiring 
to  know  if  the  instructions  I  had  previ- 
ously given  to  report  for  dismissal  men 
found  to  be  incapable  after  a  fair  trial 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  "civil  service 
men,"  or  if  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
serve  out  their  six  months'  probationary 
period,  regardless  of  the  character  of  their 
service. 

I  informed  him  that  although  a  six 
months'  probationary  period  had  been  fix- 
ed before  granting  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment, it  was  not  my  understanding  that 
the  government  was  bound  to  be  afflicted 
during  this  time  with  the  services  of  an 
appointee  found  hopelessly  dull  or  inca- 
pable of  practical  work,  but  that  after  a 
reasonable  trial  such  a  clerk  would  be  re- 
ported to  me  for  dismissal  for  cause;  all 
that  I  should  require  would  be  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  of  the  man's  inefficiency  and 
his  inability  or  indisposition  to  do  the 
work  assigned  him,  and  that  I  should  ex- 
pect this  fact  to  be  ascertained  and  report- 
ed without  the  slightest  prejudice.  He 
stated  that  he  wanted  a  little  more  time 
in  which  to  observe  the  progress  of  the 
clerk  in  question. 

Two  weeks  later  he  reported  marked 
improvement,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months 
he  joined  with  the  superintendent  in  cor- 
dially recommending  the  man  for  perma- 
nent appointment.  The  responsibility  for 
the  clerk's  retention  resting  with  him 
aroused  his  American  sense  of  fair  play, 
and  his  personal  honor  w^as  enlisted  in 
seeing  that  justice  was  done,  notwith- 
standing he  came  into  my  office  w^ith,  I 
believe,  a  strong  prejudice  that  w^ould 
have  grown  stronger  had  he  found  a  dis- 
position on  my  part  to  keep  an  appointee 
of  the  new  system  beyond  the  time  allot- 
ted to  others  w^io  failed  to  come  up  to  the 
average  standard  of  good  office  work. 

Little  by  little  the  ice  was  broken,  and 
the  relations  betw^een  the  old  and  the  new^ 
men  became  less  strained.  The  "civil 
service  men"  were  joked  and  chaffed,  not 
unpleasantly,  about  being  "school-mas- 
ters," and  wxre  plied  with  absurd  ques- 
tions picked  up  from  the  opposition  pa- 
pers, which  teem  with  impossible  questions 
and  burlesque  examinations;  they  sensi- 
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bly  took  it  in  good  part,  and  soon  a  spirit 
of  coniradesliip  was  manifested  in  good 
words  and  kind  deeds,  and  now  the  last 
signs  of  jealousy  and  ill  feeling  are  rapid- 
ly disappearing.  I  attribute  this  result, 
in  part  at  least,  to  the  policy  I  have  deem- 
ed it  not  only  wisest  but  nianifestl}"  fair- 
est to  pursue,  that  of  placing  the  new  men 
in  the  lower  grades  and  at  the  minimum 
salaries  paid  in  the  olhce,  and  leaving  it 
entirely  with  themselves  whether  they 
staid  there.  Occasionally  where  good  pen- 
manship w^as  an  indispensable  requisite, 
or  where  record  work  was  to  be  done,  and 
none  of  the  old  employes  in  the  lower 
grades  could  well  be  promoted,  or  where, 
as  in  some  cases,  they  did  not  desire  a 
change  of  work,  the  new  men  were  as- 
signed at  once  to  the  advanced  work,  but 
always  at  the  minimum  salary,  which  was 
never  increased  during  the  probationary 
l^eriod,  and  often  not  within  tlie  first 
year. 

Many  of  the  new  appointees  came  from 
the  rural  districts,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
were  entirely  unacquainted  with  office 
work  of  any  description.  Tlieir  progress, 
under  the  circumstances,  was  something 
remarkable,  and  indicated  a  degree  of  in- 
telligent appreciation  and  close  study  for 
which  I  was  unprepared,  although  hope- 
ful of  good  things  from  the  new  system, 
and  entirely  confident  of  the  final  result. 
Many  of  those  who  had  passed  the  ex- 
amination and  had  been  certified  for  ap- 
pointment seemed  to  be  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  about  the 
new  law  "meaning  anything"  which  Avas 
so  generally  prevalent,  and  upon  being 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  manifested  con- 
siderable anxiety  to  know  if  the  appoint- 
ment w^as  permanent,  and  if  an  oi)portu- 
iiity  would  be  given  them  to  learn  the 
w^ork  before  requiring  full  and  efficient 
service.  On  being  assured  that  impossi- 
bilities w^ere  not  expected,  and  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  chance  would  be  given 
them  that  had  been  extended  to  clerks 
now  experienced  in  the  service,  they  took 
hold  with  alacrity,  and  soon  overcame 
the  nervousness  incident  to  new  duties 
performed  under  the  observation  of  a  large 
number  of  skilled  employes. 

My  greatest  fears  w^ere  for  the  letter- 
carriers,  who,  in  addition  to  mastering  the 
details  of  the  new  work,  had  also  to  learn 
the  city,  to  which  many  of  them  were  al- 
most entire  strangers.  In  this  w^ork,  as  in 
the  office,  however,  I  found  that  there  was 


no  ground  for  apprehension ;  they  enter- 
ed upon  their  work  vigorously  and  with 
marked  intelligence,  and  I  do  not  now 
recall  a  single  reasonable  complaint,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  one  or  two  who  became 
financially  embarrassed  by  reason  of  an- 
ticipating and  exceeding  the  small  salary 
earned  as  substitute  or  auxiliary  carriers. 

But  while  the  new  emplo\'es  were  grow- 
ing in  grace  and  favor  with  the  public  and 
their  fellow-clerks,  what  shall  be  said  of 
the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  new  sys- 
tem upon  the  appointing  officer?  On 
this  subject  it  is  impossible  to  convey  to 
the  general  public  any  conception  of  the 
relief  experienced.  Senators,  Representa- 
tives, and  lieads  of  bureaus  in  Washing- 
ton may  have  some  idea,  but  even  they 
can  not  adequately  estimate  the  complete- 
ness of  the  change  that  followed.  The 
former  could  sometimes  escape  the  army 
of  ofhce-seekei's  and  their  friends  by  ab- 
sence from  their  hotels  or  rooms,  or  by 
pleading  the  necessity  for  their  presence 
in  the  House,  wiiile  the  bureau  officer 
could  always  secure  a  certain  degree  of 
])rivacy  not  attainable  in  a  local  office. 
The  general  public  are  properly  very  sen- 
sitive on  the  subject  of  the  exclusiveness 
of  government  officials.  There  was  ac- 
cordingly nothing  for  it  but  to  face  the 
music,  and  receive  day  after  day  the 
ceaseless  throng  of  office-seekers  and  their 
friends.  From  early  morn  till  dewy  eve 
they  came  in  singly,  in  twos  and  threes, 
in  half-dozens,  and  in  dozens. 

If  the  aggregate  influence  they  repre- 
sented and  the  number  of  votes  they  con- 
trolled had  been  accepted  at  their  own  es- 
timate, the  Republican  party  in  our  city 
would  have  had  such  a  majority  that  no- 
thing would  have  been  left  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Democrats  but  to  move  to  make  it 
unanimous.  Some  of  these  interviews 
terminated  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
been  as  startling  to  the  applicant,  could  he 
have  heard  the  conversation,  as  it  was 
disgusting  to  myself,  who,  less  fortunate 
than  he,  w^as  bound  to  stay  and  listen. 
After  a  long  and  fulsome  encomium  on 
the  merits  and  political  solidity  of  the  ap- 
plicant, and  a  full  statement  of  his  varied 
services  to  the  party  in  his  ward,  he 
w^ould  be  dismissed  with  the  remark  that 
they  wished  to  see  me  x>ersonally  for  a 
few  minutes.  The  door  would  scarcely 
be  closed  before  I  was  saluted  about  as 
follows:  "Say!  w^e  don't  \vant  that  feller 
appointed:  he's  no  good.     We  want  So- 
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and-so  appointed.  We  liad  to  show  up 
with  him,  you  know,  to  keep  liis  friends 
from  kicking"."  In  one  case,  on  being* 
pressed  for  the  name  of  their  real  candi- 
date, and  the  reason  for  his  absence,  it  ajy- 
peared  that  lie  was  in  durance  vile  for 
some  "indiscretion,"  and  therefore  could 
not  be  produced.  The  man  thus  shame- 
fully betrayed  and  fooled  was  often  an  in- 
telligent, upright  citizen,  who  had  proba- 
bly rendered  his  party  far  more  valuable 
and  certainly  more  gratuitous  service 
than  the  "heeler"  who  came  to  recom- 
mend him,  and  whose  measure  of  fealty 
and  usefulness  in  a  campaign  was  gener- 
ally in  exact  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
funds  he  was  allowed  to  handle. 

One  of  the  peculiarly  unfortunate  fea- 
tures of  the  old  system  was  that  the  press- 
ure for  places  was  greatest  at  the  very 
time  when  the  officer  was  most  engrossed 
with,  the  pressing  duties  incident  to  as- 
suming control  of  a  new  office.  For  three 
months  after  the  commencement  of  my 
term  of  office  I  did  not  find  a  single  hour 
of  the  day  when  I  was  free  from  the  im- 
portunities of  office-seekers,  and  often  for 
a  week  at  a  time  I  would  dismiss  one  man 
or  delegation  only  to  receive  another,  and 
finally,  worn  out  with  the  unequal  con- 
test, would  run  the  gauntlet  on  my  way 
home  only  to  find  a  delegation  awaiting 
me  there.  Had  I  desired  to  do  so,  it  would 
have  been  impracticable,  if  not  unjust,  to 
attempt  to  deny  these  men  a  hearing.  It 
was  not  the  applicant,  but  the  system, 
that  was  in  fault.  Times  were  hard. 
These  men  were  poor,  and  needed  employ- 
ment. They  believed  that  my  appoint- 
ment meant  the  removal  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  employes.  That  I  was  going  to 
retain  any  considerable  number  of  the 
old  employes  to  the  exclusion  of  my  own 
"friends,"  present  or  prospective,  they 
could  hardly  persuade  themselves  to  be- 
lieve. The  realization  that  vacancies 
would  come  singly  and  for  cause  only,  in- 
stead of  by  dozens  and  scores,  as  they  had 
fondly  antici]3ated,  never  did  fully  come 
home  to  them  until  the  advent  of  the  new 
law  extinguished  the  last  lingering  hope 
of  somehow  obtaining  a  place  through 
favoritism  or  influence. 

The  change  that  followed  the  adoption 
of  the  new  system  was  greater  than  I  had 
dared  to  hope,  although  I  had  expected  a 
great  deal.  There  was  at  first  the  usual 
protest  when  some  man  unknown  in  local 
political   circles   was  appointed  through 


the  examination,  and  this  protest  changed 
into  angry  denunciation  and  unmeasured 
personal  abuse  of  the  appointing  officer 
when  it  became  known  that  the  appointee 
was  of  the  opposite  political  faith  to  the 
party  in  power.  Some  even  of  the  more 
thoughtful  men  of  the  party,  men  really 
entitled  to  rank  as  leaders,  and  presuma- 
bly acquainted  with  the  mandatory  char- 
acter of  the  civil  service  law  in  its  appli- 
cation to  the  appointing  officer,  called  to 
remonstrate  at  this  point,  and  suggested 
that  this  was  perhaps  going  a  little  too 
far.  A  reference  to  the  law  and  regula- 
tions, however,  satisfied  them  at  once,  and 
after  the  first  few  days  the  situation  was 
quietly  accepted  by  these  gentlemen,  and 
no  further  objections  were  ever  made — at 
least  not  to  me.  But  there  was  a  class 
into  whose  souls  the  iron  entered  deeply, 
and  for  a  long  time  they  refused  to  be 
comforted. 

Tlie  relief  from  pressure  for  places  was 
felt  at  once,  and  grew  more  marked  when 
it  became  known  that  no  exceptions  were 
to  be  made  to  the  rule  requiring  examina- 
tions for  positions  in  the  office.  If  one 
of  the  places  exempt  by  law  became  va- 
cant, it  was  filled  by  promotion  from  a 
lower  grade,  and  this  vacancy  by  anoth- 
er promotion,  and  the  place  finally  left 
vacant  by  the  appointment  of  the  civil 
service  eligible,  and  in  almost  every  in- 
stance in  the  exact  order  in  which  they 
passed,  beginning  with  the  highest  on  the 
list,  and  working  down  to  the  lowest. 
Unless  there  was  delay  in  responding  to 
the  notification  to  report  to  the  office  for 
appointment,  or  unless  some  one  of  the 
four  certified  possessed  peculiar  know- 
ledge or  experience  rendering  him  more 
immediately  available  and  valuable  than 
those  above  him,  the  first  of  the  group 
was  always  selected.  The  knowledge  that 
promotions  would  be  made  from  the  inside 
instead  of  from  the  outside  has  had  an 
inspiring  effect,  and  has  insured  a  service 
not  otherwise  possible.  The  time  previ- 
ously given  to  applicants  for  office  has 
been  devoted  to  the  vast  accumulation  of 
details  that  are  constantly  arising  in  a 
large  office,  not  individually  perhaps  of 
great  importance,  but  making  up  in  the 
aggregate  that  indefinable  something 
which,  if  properly  attended  to,  makes  good 
service,  and  which,  if  neglected,  gradually 
leads  to  demoralization. 

It  was  not  alone  the  pressure  for  appoint- 
ments that  so  severely  taxed  the  head  of 
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an  ofTice,  but  the  ])i'cs.sure  for  removals  was 
equally  great.  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
more  severe  trial  of  the  patience  and  tem- 
per of  an  oUicer  could  be  devised  than  an 
interruption  at  some  unusually  busy  time 
by  a  delegation  whose  business  it  was  to 
urge  the  innnediate  removal  of  some  thor- 
oughly efficient  clerk,  about  whose  charac- 
ter and  standing  as  a  citizen  there  was  no 
question,  and  whose  ability  and  usefulness 
in  the  ollice  had  been  established  by  years 
of  good  service  and  an  excellent  record. 
Often  no  attempt  was  m.ide  even  to  assail 
his  political  fidelity  to  the  party;  it  was 
conceded  that  as  a  voter  and  contriljutor 
he  was  all  right,  but  the  place  was  wanted 
for  another  man— a  "worker."  In  one 
instance  an  attack  was  made  on  a  clerk  of 
the  highest  character  and  responsibility, 
and  of  known  loyalty  to  the  party,  and 
his  sunnnary  removal  demanded,  to  make 
place  for  a  man  who  one  week  later  was 
before  the  police  court,  a  candidate  for 
work-house  honors. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  man  of  candor  and 
unbiassed  judgment  to  look  back  over 
four  years'  control  of  an  olfice  having 
large  patronage  and  say  that  he  has  not 
made  some  mistakes  in  his  a])pointments, 
but  I  can  review  the  situation  from  the 
advanced,  stand-point  I  now  occupy,  and 
say, with  much  confidence,  that  I  have  not 
made  a  mistake  in  my  removals.  I  start- 
ed out  with  the  determination  to  make 
removals  only  for  cause,  and  adhered  to 
it,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  more 
than  iialf  the  employes  of  the  office  w^ere 
at  one  time  or  another  selected  by  out- 
siders for  removal,  and  pursued  in  many 
instances  with  a  malevolence  that  could 
hardly  have  been  exceeded  had  it  come 
from  unscrupulous  political  enemies,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  it  was,  the  work  of  their 
own  party  friends. 

It  has  not  been  deemed  best  to  institute 
an  examination  for  promotions  other  than 
a  practical  test  of  the  knowledge  gained 
in  the  office;  in  this  w^ay  the  old  em- 
ployes have  not  only  had  a  fair  chance, 
but  a  manifest  advantage,  growing  out  of 
greater  length  of  service  and  experience 
in  the  different  branches  of  the  work  to  be 
done.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  civil 
service  appointees  have  earned  their  full 
share  of  promotion,  and  in  case  examina- 
tions and  on  the  average  found  by  check- 
ing errors  they  have  attained  a  high  rank, 
wliile  their  general  superiority  in  pen- 
manship has  given  them  an  advantage  in 


promotions  and  assignments  to  purely 
clerical  positions.  The  interest  in  tlie 
work  and  the  evident  ambition  to  succeed 
have  increased  in  a  marked  degree  through- 
out the  ollice  since  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  it  is  no  longer  treated  as  a  make-shift 
position  intended  to  last  simply  during  the 
term  of  the  present  head  of  the  local  olfice, 
but  as  one  promising  permanency  and  pro- 
motion, if  earned  by  good  work  and  strict 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  ofTice. 

Wherever  the  law  has  failed— if  it  has 
failed  anywhere — the  cause  will  be  found 
to  be  the  prejudice  of  the  appointing  of- 
ficer, or  exemptions  made  to  defeat  the 
purpose  of  the  law.  Let  the  Connnission 
define  just  who  in  each  office  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  tiie  law,  let 
this  exem])ted  list  be  made  as  small  as  the 
law  itself  will  admit,  taking  especial  pains 
to  see  that  the  lower  grades  in  an  office 
are  not  exempt  from  examination,  and 
man}'  of  the  so  called  im])erfections  will 
disa])pear.  Let  it  be  further  understood 
that  this  law  is  to  be  obeyed  like  any  oth- 
er law,  without  discussion  or  comment, and 
that  its  evasion  will  be  attended  with  the 
same  consequences  that  would  inevitably 
follow  conversion  of  government  funds, 
appropriation  of  government  stamps,  or 
any  other  unlawful  act,  and  the  "crudi- 
ties" of  the  law  will  soon  be  forgotten. 

Appointing  officers  do  not  seem  called 
upon  to  assume  the  arduous  duties  of 
critics  or  censors,  nor  to  construe  laws  of 
Congress.  The  scope  of  the  reform  might 
be  largely  extended.  It  is  difficult  to  see 
wh 3^  a  post-office  having  more  than  fifty 
employes  should  come  within  the  scope  of 
a  law  from  which  the  internal  revenue 
office  in  the  same  city,  Avith  an  equal  or 
greater  number  of  employes,  is  exempt. 
No  thinking  man  will  insist  that  the 
duties  of  an  internal  revenue  officer  are 
less  important  than  those  of  a  post-office 
clerk,  or  that  a  lower  standard  of  educa- 
tion and  intelligence  suffices  to  discharge 
those  duties  properly.  Upon  these  of- 
ficers devolve  the  collection  of  almost 
one-half  the  revenues  of  the  government. 
There  will  not,  I  judge,  be  any  dissent 
from  the  opinion  that  there  was  never  a 
time  when  examinations  were  more  im- 
peratively demanded  than  now,Avhen  this 
service  seems  selected  for  sweeping  and 
rapid  changes. 

To  say  that  the  head  of  an  office  will  of 
his  own  volition  institute  an  examination 
tending  to  show  the  fitness  of  an  appli- 
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cant,  or  that  he  will  select  for  appoint- 
ment only  intelligent,  capable,  and  wor- 
thy men,  is  to  belie  the  experience  of  ev- 
ery competent  observer  during  the  last 
fifty  years.  So  long  as  appointments  are 
made  the  mere  stepping-stone  to  some  ad- 
vanced political  position,  so  long  will 
subordinates  be  selected,  unless  the  law 
intervenes  to  prevent,  solely  for  their 
ability  to  advance  the  political  interests 
of  their  superior,  and  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  worst  elements  in  each  par- 
ty. Confident  of  the  support  of  the  ward 
and  precinct  boss,  sure  of  the  delegation 


in  the  next  convention,  he  is  in  position 
to  make  to  the  long-suffering  people  the 
same  di'eary  old  answer,  "What  are  you 
going  to  do  about  it  ?"  Let  the  civil  serv- 
ice regulations  be  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace offices  having  very  much  less  than 
fifty  emplo\'es.  let  it  include  all  branches 
of  the  civil  service,  enforce  it  as  other 
laws  are  enforced,  and  the  reign  of  such 
bosses  will  soon  come  to  be  regarded  as 
impossible  as  would  now  be  the  revival 
and  enforcement  of  the  old  blue  laws,  the 
trials  for  witchcraft,  or  the  persecution 
of  the  Quakers. 


(EMtafii  Cast)  (Cljair,. 


THERE  is  always  a  pleasant  strain  of  com- 
edy in  the  most  solemn  and  imposing 
public  affairs,  and  the  utmost  official  decorum 
is  always  at  the  mercy  of  a  joke.  If  Dr.  Parr's 
wig  was  awry,  his  most  serious  exhortations 
in  the  pulpit  ceased  to  be  impressive  :  and  the 
sense  of  humorous  incongruity  between  tradi- 
tions of  costume  and  conduct  and  the  spirit 
of  the  age  or  the  consciousness  of  the  spec- 
tator— as  if  a  Lord  Ciiancellor  should  wear 
motley — is  sometimes  so  acute  that  all  gravity 
is  lost.  Xothing  is  more  important  at  the 
time  than  the  due  observance  of  social  con- 
ventions. It  is  as  foolish  and  unavailing  to 
protest  that  the  immortal  soul  of  man  is  su- 
perior to  mere  fashions  of  dress  as  it  was  for 
the  indignant  friend  to  assure  the  incumbent 
of  the  stocks  that  lie  couldn't  be  put  in  the 
stocks  for  the  offense  alleged.  "  Perhaps  not,'" 
was  the  philosophical  reply ;  "  but  here  I  am.'- 
To  violate  the  social  conventions  is  to  be 
laughed  at.  The  instinctive  feeling  is  that  a 
mau  who  insists  upon  wearing  knee-breeches 
and  a  scarlet  coat  flowered  in  gold  upon  an 
occasion  when  everybody  else  wears  a  black 
broadcloth  coat  and  trousers  is  to  betray  an 
eccentricity  which  does  not  comport  witli 
sound  judgment. 

The  Easy  Chair  knew  a  well-meaning  youth 
who  was  mucli  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
artificiality  and  insincerity  of  society,  and  he 
resolved  for  his  part  to  protest  by  drawing- 
nearer  to  nature.  He  decided  to  begin  the 
protest  with  his  dress.  "Can  any  sensiijle 
man,''  said  the  ingenious  youth,  "  give  a  good 
reason  for  the  shape  of  our  trousers?" — they 
were  then  made  very  loose  around  the  ankle. 
"Why  should  not  our  tailoring  follow  nature, 
and  our  trousers  conform  to  the  shape  of  the 
limb?  Tlie  leg  does  not  expand  toward  the 
foot — wiiy  should  the  trouser  ?''  To  this  great 
question  the  child  of  nature  prepared  a  prac- 
tical answer  which  would  have  charmed 
Rousseau.     It  was  summer,  and  he  caused  a 


pair  of  white  duck  trousers  to  be  made  which 
fitted  his  legs  closely,  and  buttoned  around 
the  ankles.  But  when  he  issued  from  his 
room  arrayed  in  a  garment  conformed  to  the 
leadings  of  nature,  although  his  legs  were 
dressed  like  those  of  our  ancestors  who  wore 
*•  tights,"  the  impression  was  irresistible  that 
he  had  forgotten  to  put  on  all  his  clothes. 
T)ie  courage  which  sustained  the  well-mean- 
ing youth  during  the  storm  of  chaff  that  ac- 
companied his  very  brief  appearance  in  this 
garb  was  admirable.  But  it  was  also  wasted. 
The  courage  was  excellent,  and  it  is  a  great 
quality.     But  so  is  common-sense. 

The  heroism  of  this  good  youth  is  kindred 
to  the  patriotism  which  greets  with  uproarious 
enthusiasm  '■  the  plain  evening  dress"  of  the 
American  Minister  at  foreign  courts  amid  the 
glittering  embroideries  of  the  court  dresses  of 
royal  and  imperial  ambassadors.  Fashion  is 
a  great  humorist,  and  it  happens  that  the  dress 
which  an  American  gentleman  properly  wears 
in  the  evening  at  the  President's  reception  is 
also  that  of  a  waiter  in  many  a  fine  foreign 
house.  Our  republican  pride  is  naturally 
great,  but  it  is  not  wholly  clear  that  it  must 
be  agreeable  to  republican  pride  to  have  the 
Minister  of  the  republic  mistaken  for  a  waiter. 
Undoubtedly  man  is  superior  to  his  accidents, 
and  dress  is  the  merest  accident.  Endoubt- 
edly,  also,  the  resplendent  costumes  of  courtly 
ceremony  are  mediaeval  and  even  grotesque, 
like  the  triple  crown  of  the  Pope,  or  the  uni- 
form of  the  British  beef-eaters.  And,  again, 
undoubtedly  simplicity  is  the  best  decoration 
of  the  lady  or  the  gentleman.  But  these  com- 
fortable axioms  do  not  atone  for  the  possible 
indignity  of  ordering  the  American  Minister 
to  bringa  glass  of  negus,  nor  do  they  console 
his  cornpatriots  who  have  their  own  opinions 
of  titled  flunkies  and  a  lofty  scorn  of  royal 
liveries. 

At  the  state  receptions  of  the  first  President 
of  the  French  Republic  in  the  palace  of  the 
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ElysSe,  the  President,  whose  name  wns  Louis 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  stood  in  a  military  uni- 
form beneath  a  portrait  of  the  first  Napoleon, 
who  Avas  depicted  in  imperial  velvet  and  er- 
mine and  lace — a  costume  in  fact  which  would 
cover  an  American  President  with  the  utmost 
ridicule.  But  it  was  not  ridiculous  when  Na- 
poleon wore  it,  as  the  four  stars  upon  the 
shoulder  of  General  Sheridan  are  not  ridic- 
ulous now.  It  was  simply  the  conventional 
costume  of  an  Emperor,  as  the  distinctive  hut- 
tons  and  stars  upon  the  coat  are  the  conven- 
tional uniform  of  the  American  General.  But 
the  dress  in  both  cases  is  symbolic  as  well  as 
ceremonial. 

Charles  Fox  used  to  rise  on  his  field  days  in 
the  House  of  Commons  dressed  in  blue  and 
buff.  They  were  the  traditional  colors  of  the 
"Whigs,  and  Daniel  Webster,  the  great  Ameri- 
can Whig,  also  wore  them  when  he  made  an 
important  speech.  The  colors  were  tradition- 
al and  conventional  symbols.  Blue,  as  the  Lib- 
eral color,  was  adopted  by  the  Covenanters  as 
against  the  scarlet  of  the  King's  troops,  and 
they  took  tlie  color  from  the  Book  of  Num- 
bers, in  which  the  children  of  Israel  were  di- 
rected to  make  fringes  to  tlieir  garments,  and 
to  put  upon  the  fringe  a  ribbon  of  blue.  Grad- 
ually the  reason  fades  out  of  memory.  The 
colors  become  conventional,  but  they  are  sym- 
bolic, like  the  crown  and  sceptre  of  royalty. 
Now,  fellow-republican,  why  not  a  ceremony 
of  dress,  since  royalty's  self  is  but  a  ceremony  ? 
A  man  should  dress  with  propriety.  But  what 
is  propriety  in  such  a  matter  but  a  nice  regard 
for  the  fitness  of  the  occasion  ? 

In  the  same  sense  ambassadors  and  ministers 
are  but  ceremonies,  and  if  a  re})ublic  chooses 
to  send  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court,  what  bet- 
ter guide  in  regard  to  social  conventions  can 
there  be  than  common-sense?  When  a  sensi- 
ble Protestant  enters  a  Roman  Catholic  church, 
lie  does  not  emulate  Brown  or  Jones  or  Rob- 
insoi  in  Doyle's  delightful  picture,  and  stand 
bolt-upright  staring  aljout  him  while  the  con- 
gregation around  him  is  reverently  kneeling 
toward  tlie  altar,  nor  does  he  al)jure  the  Luther- 
an heresy  and  become  reconciled  to  Rome  be- 
cause he  behaves  like  a  gentleman  and  not  like 
a  Hottentot.  So  when  the  Misericordia  passes 
in  Florence,  and  everybody  lifts  his  hat  in  salute 
to  that  swift  errand  of  mercy,  does  the  Amer- 
ican who  is  wortliy  of  the  name  pull  his  hat 
over  liis  forehead  and  sneer  at  superstition  ? 

There  is  no  court  dress  at  the  White  House. 
That  is  happily  true,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
fellow-citizens  in  their  shirt  sleeves  have  en- 
tered at  a  public  levee  to  ])ay  their  respects  to 
the  President.  It  follows,  then,  probably,  that 
the  American  ^Minister,  the  official  representa- 
tive of  republican  simplicity,  should  salute  the 
Queen  in  his  shirt  sleeves.  Away  with  flum- 
mery and  toggery  and  liveries  I  But.  siste.  via- 
tor [  Tlie  Easy  Chair  read  this  very  morning 
that  the  President  received  last  evening  at  the 
White  House   in   full   evening   dress.     Alas 


What  is  a  white  cravat  but  flummciT,  and  a 
dress-coat  but  toggery  and  livery  ?  Vvhy  did 
not  true  repul)lican  simplicity  dictate  to  the 
President  the  morning  business  suit  of  ])lain 
tweed  ?  Alas  I  alas  I  again,  what  is  a  business 
suit  in  the  morning  but  a  miserable  livery  ? — 
that  is  to  say,  a  dress  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
That,  intleed,is  the  dictate  of  common-sense, 
and  our  tornadoes  of  rcpul)liean  wrath  with  of- 
ficial gold-lace  and  the  courtly  liveries  of  snobs 
and  flunkies  may  be  calmed  by  the  consoling 
reflection  that  a  man  who  is  fit  to  be  a  minister 
of  the  republic  is  capable  of  dressing  himself 
and  of  behaving  himself  properly.  The  free  and 
independent  fellow-citizen  whom  it  is  necessary 
to  warn  not  to  stir  his  neighbor's  tea  with  his 
own  finger,  nor  to  wear  arctics  into  the  Queen's 
drawing-room,  nor  to  don  the  dress  of  a  Feejee 
when  he  goes  to  a  court  dinner,  may  be  a  para- 
gon of  all  the  virtues,  but  he  is  not  fitted  to  be 
a  foreign  minister  of  the  republic.  If  for  that 
reason — that  is,  because  there  are  Americans 
who  can  not  be  trusted  to  dress  with  projiriety 
— all  the  American  legations  in  foreign  coun- 
tries should  be  abolished,  so  let  it  be.  But. 
brethren — for  that  reason  i 


It  was  hoped  that  the  worthy  jjcoplc  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  disturbing  the  opera 
with  loud  talking  and  laughing  had  returned 
to  the  congenial  circles  of  miners  and  Indian 
reservations  upon  the  frontier.  But  they  have 
delayed  their  departure,  and  are  still  to  be 
heard  and  marked  at  their  old  tricks  of  an- 
noying the  intelligent  and  well-bred  persons 
whom  an  unkind  fate  dooms  to  sit  near  them. 
The  wrath  of  some  of  these  latter  suflerers 
is  great,  and  it  has  found  expression  in  the 
newspapers.  But  the  expression  is  a  cry  of 
despair  rather  than  a  suggestion  of  practical 
relief  It  is  evident  that  the  sufferers  regard 
the  offenders  like  a  swarm  of  mosquitoes,  or 
an  e]>idemic  of  the  measles,  or  an  obnoxious 
stench,  for  which  the  only  remedy  is  flight. 

It  is  not  a  fault  that  an  ear  for  music  has 
been  witliheld  from  a  man  or  woman,  or  that 
circumstances  have  deprived  them  of  the  ben- 
efit of  refined  associations,  or  that  nature  has 
denied  them  that  fine  instinct  of  courtesy 
which  is  not  due  to  training,  but  is  found 
equally  in  savage  and  civilized  life.  But  as 
the  city  regulations  protect  the  innocent  citi- 
zen by  prohibiting  the  driving  of  wild  cattle 
through  the  streets,  and  as  public  nuisances 
are  abated  by  law.  it  should  seem  that  the  wis- 
dom of  educated  men  might  devise  some  ef- 
fectual method  of  suppressing  this  common 
enemy  in  a  place  of  amusement,  and  even  in 
so  choice  a  retreat  as  the  opera-house. 

On  behalf  of  the  excellent  people  who  chat- 
ter and  giggle  in  the  boxes,  however,  and  wlio 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  good-breeding,  it  must 
be  said  that  they  behave  after  their  kind,  and 
furnish  a  spectacle  and  entertainment  which 
were  not  lu'omised  in  the  bills.  While  we  ex- 
pected to  hear  and  to  see  the  beauty  and  the 


awav  with  flummery  and  toggery  and  liveries:     melody  of  imaginative  genius,  to  be  touched, 
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elevated,  unci  inspired  by  the  sweet  eiicliaiit- 
ment  of  tlie  musical  drama,  and  to  watch  the 
idealized  play  of  human  emotions  and  pas- 
sions, we  are  suddenly  summoned  by  the  neigh- 
boring box  to  behold  the  manners  and  the 
decencies  and  the  vulgarities  of  Dead  Man's 
Gulch,  or  Sandy  Barren,  or  Poker  Flat,  or 
some  other  semi-civilized  community — vul- 
garities Avhich  are  made  the  more  ludicrous 
because  they  are  presented  by  persons  dressed 
in  the  most  extravagant  fashion  of  tiie  hour 
and  showing  the  usual  signs  of  good  society, 
although  witli  the  under-breeding  of  excess. 
It  must  be  said,  also,  that  the  rival  side  com- 
pany in  the  box  is  usually  quite  as  successful 
in  its  performance  as  the  more  legitimate  com- 
pany upon  the  stage.  However  skillfully  the 
singers  upon  the  stage  may  represent  the  ro- 
mantic or  fairy  world  which  they  feign,  not 
less  admirably  is  the  world  of  the  Gulch  and 
the  Flat  and  the' mines  depicted  by  the  rival 
company  in  the  box,  without  the  advantage 
of  scenery  or  costume,  and  in  ordinary  even- 
ing dress. 

But  the  most  amusing  suggestion  in  regard 
to  the  side  company  from  the  Gulch,  and 
which  might  be  therefore  called  the  Gulchers, 
is  that  they  are  really  masqueraders,  and  not 
true  Gulchers  at  all.  Indeed,  the  Easy  Chair 
has  heard  the  names  of  the  reputed  revellers, 
and  there  can  be  no  violation  of  trust  in  say- 
ing here,  in  the  strictest  confidence,  that  the 
side  company  in  the  box  which  so  accurately 
presents  the  social  characteristics  of  the  Dead 
Man's  Gulch  and  other  centres  of  fashion  at 
the  mines  is  declared  to  be  no  other  than  Mrs. 
Tiptop  and  her  friends.  This  is  an  excellent 
jest,  and  shows  the  best  spirits  upon  the  part 
of  the  jester.  But  it  lacks  the  charm  of  prob- 
ability which  gives  so  fine  a  point  to  such 
jokes.  Mrs.  Tiptop  is  a  lady  wiio  would  not 
giggle  and  chatter  in  lier  pew  at  church,  and 
she  knows  that,  so  far  as  mere  manners  or  con- 
sideration for  others  are  concerned,  it  is  as  ill- 
bred  to  disturb  your  neighbors  at  the  opera, 
or  a  concert,  or  a  lecture,  as  at  church. 

The  basis  of  good  manners  is  good  feeling. 
Their  very  purpose  is  to  spare  annoyance  to 
others.  It  is  ill-bred  and  vulgar  to  whisper 
audibly,  or  to  laugh,  or  to  rustle  and  move 
constantly,  in  a  room  where  others  are  intent 
upon  a  song,  or  an  address,  or  any  other  sub- 
ject of  common  interest.  And  why?  Be- 
cause it  disturbs  others.  That  is  the  simple 
reason  ;  and  does  the  jester  suppose  that  J\lrs. 
Tiptop  does  not  know  it  ?  Would  he  assert, 
or,  as  legislative  debaters  say,  is  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Skittles  prepared  to  affirm, 
that  Mrs.  Tiptop,  knowing  this  fundamental 
rule  of  good  manners,  deliberately  breaks  it? 
To  maintain  that  is  to  argue  that  Mrs.  Tijjtop 
is  vulgar.  For  surely  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  not  prepared  to  affirm  that  ladies  who 
occupy  boxes  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  are 
vulgar.  For  if  he  be  ready  for  such  an  ap- 
palling assertion,  what  is  to  become  of  the 
foundations  of  society  ? 
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But  we  must  not  be  lured  from  our  trail. 
Whether  the  side  company  whose  perform- 
ances distract  the  unhappy  neighbors  from 
the  music,  and  destroy  the  pleasure  of  the 
evening  for  which  they  have  paid,  be  in  truth 
a  party  of  genuine  Gulchers  from  Poker  Flat, 
which  is  the  only  probable  theory,  or  Mrs. 
Tiptop  and  her  friends  masquerading — a  sup- 
position which  pains  every  polite  mind — the 
pressing  question  is  that  of  relief.  How  can 
the  nuisance  be  abated?  If  people  disturb 
the  reverent  silence  of  a  church,  they  are  ei- 
ther overwhelmed  by  the  indignation  of  the 
congregation  or  they  are  removed  from  the 
building  by  the  proper  officers.  Could  such 
a  process  be  employed  in  the  opera-house? 
The  directors  are  not  exactly  deacons,  but 
might  they  not  have  power?  A  desperate 
correspondent  suggests  "  a  strong,  shrill  po- 
liceman's whistle."  But,  as  he  hints,  that 
might  be  mistaken  for  a  fine  Wngnerian  out- 
break in  the  orchestra.  The  effect  of  a  per- 
sonal appeal  was  tried  a  year  or  two  since. 
But  the  Gulchers  have  held  their  ground,  and 
Poker  Flat  still  reigns  triumphant  in  certain 
boxes.  Hissing  would  be  a  w^ell-meant  re- 
monstrance, but  sure  to  be  misunderstood, 
and  the  hissers  might  be  hissed,  which  would 
produce  confusion,  and  consequent  failure  of 
moral  effect. 

The  case  plainly  demands  heroic  treatment. 
Theodore  Thomas  w^as  equal  to  the  occasion 
when  he  stopped  his  orchestra  and  feared  that 
the  music  interrupted  conversation.  His  ex- 
ample gives  the  precedent.  Let  the  perform- 
ance be  arrested  in  mid-career,  and  an  appeal 
be  made  to  the  audience  wdiether  the  singers 
or  the  talkers  shall  stop.  As  the  disturbers 
might  say,  m  the  choice  dialect  of  their  native 
flats,  that  would  smoke  out  the  Gulchers. 
Would  this  course  threaten  the  summary  clos- 
ing of  the  house  ?  Well,  then,  there  is  another 
heroic  method.  It  is  the  way  of  the  sun,  not 
of  the  w^ind.  When  the  Gulchers,  masquerad- 
ing as  Mrs.  Tiptop  and  her  friends,  display  the 
mann-.n-s  of  the  mine,  and  talk  and  laugh  with- 
out regard  to  the  hideous  disturbance  of  neigh- 
bors interested  in  the  music,  suj)pose  that  all 
the  neighborhood,  all  the  sitters  in  boxes  and 
in  the  parquette  who  are  annoyed,  should  turn 
en  masse  and  silently  fix  their  gaze  upon  the 
vulgar  disturbers !  That  still,  concentrated 
look  would  quell  the  rioters.  As  the  lamia, 
under  the  steady  eye  of  the  j^hilosopher,  shrank 
to  a  snake  and  glided  away,  the  long-tolerated 
nuisance  would  be  abated. 


If  a  man  were  compelled  to  choose  which 
sense  he  would  lose,  he  would  not  relinquish 
his  sight.  That,  indeed,  is  the  last  sense  with 
which  he  would  part.  How  precious  it  is  is 
shown  in  the  pathetic  tenderness  of  feeling 
with  which  we  regard  the  blind,  and  the  feel- 
ing is  deepened  by  the  sweetness  of  disposi- 
tion and  manner  which  is  characteristic  of 
them,  as  if  nature  would  atone  for  that  depri- 
vation.    They  have  also  a  fondness  and  often 


804 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


a  strikiii!]:  talent  for  music.  The  stoiT  of  the 
blind  Milton  at  his  or<,^an  always  recalls  to 
tliose  who  knew  the  blind  organist  Oliviero 
that  devoted  and  diliij:ent  musician,  whose 
hand  ever\'  Sunday  seemed  to  the  young  fancy 
to  evoke  the  voices  of  cherubim  and  seraphim 
as  lie  pressed  the  keys  of  the  great  organ  and 
tilled  the  church  with  heavenly  liarmony. 
Those  young  pietists  in  the  pews  used  to  shut 
their  eves  to  have  a  more  vivid  sense  of  the 
actual  darkness  in  which  Oliviero  lived,  and 
nothing  touched  the  young  hearts  with  softer 
pity  tlmn  to  see  him  passing  in  the  street,  led 
by*a  child  in  whom  he  confided  so  fully  that 
he  walked  without  shrinking. 

But  to  add  to  blindness  extreme  i)overty  is 
to  produce  as  sad  a  situation  as  can  befall  a 
liuman  being.  There  is  no  figure  which  ap- 
l)eals  more  strongly  to  sympathy  than  that  of 
tho  blind  child  in  the  squalor  of  the  tenement- 
house,  or  in  any  ''den"  of  utter  destitution. 
With  eyes,  a  child  may  somehow  emerge  and 
tight  his  way.  In  any  event,  he  will  not  seem 
to  the  parent  a  hopeless,  helpless,  life-long 
burden;  and  it  is  the  tragedy  of  such  desti- 
tution that  the  parental  heart  is  often  harden- 
ed, and  the  hel[)lessness  that  naturally  softens 
merely  exasperates.  The  fate  that  follows  is 
terrible.  In  that  unbroken  night,  without  oc- 
cupation, without  education,  without  the  kind- 
ly society  of  fond  comrades,  alone  in  an  un- 
speakal)le  sense  of  solitude,  the  young  soul 
shrinks  and  wastes;  the  human  child  sinks 
toward  the  brute.  It  is  a  horrible  enchnnt- 
ment,  one  of  the  sorest  trials  of  human  faith, 
as  well  as  a  fearful  form  of  human  suffering. 

AVhen  the  late  Dr.  Howe— one  of  the  noble 
and  heroic  Samaritans  who  in  every  age  and 
in  every  sphere  of  suffering  and  sorrow  vindi- 
cate hu'.nan  nature  and  restore  the  faith  that 
wavers— first  opened  the  School  for  the  Blind 
at  South  Boston,  he  was  accustomed  to  receive 
the  yo'ingest  blind  children  from  the  most 
squalid  retresits  and  renew  their  lives  with 
the  sweet  magic  of  affection  and  intelligence. 
No  man  in  this  country,  wdiatever  his  ambi- 
tion or  his  career,  pursued  his  jmrpose  with  a 
loftier  enthusiasm  and  success  than  Dr.  Howe, 
and  the  institution  which  ow^es  so  much  to 
him  still  feels  his  animating  impulse  under  the 
conduct  of  his  daughter  and  son-in-law^  who, 
with  the  same  earnest  and  disinterested  devo- 
tion, seek  like  him  to  lead  benighted  child- 
hood with  that  kindly  light  which  shines  on 
when  the  clearest  eye  is  dimmed. 

Some  time  ago,  the  Easy  Chair — assured  of 
the  patience  and  sympathy  of  its  parish,  or, 
more  truly,  its  diocese — mentioned  the  hope 
of  Mr.  Anagnos  to  establish  a  Kindergarten,  or 
primary  scliool,  for  the  blind.  This  would  be 
"a  complete  and  sunny  nursery"  into  which 
the  poor  waifs  who  are  resistlessly  drifting 
toward  mental  barl^arism  could  be  gathered 
from  their  mournful  and  degrading  circum- 
stances, and  under  friendly  intelligence  and 
experience  and  care  acquire  the  command  of 
powers  which  would  make  them  self-helpful, 


contented,  and  happy,  but  which  otherwise, 
like  limbs  absolutely  dormant,  would  shrivel 
and  waste  into  imbecility.  The  experiment 
of  the  Kindergarten  for  tiie  blind,  as  far  as  it 
has  been  tried,  is  most  successful.  Tiie  result 
is  inspiring.  By  the  gentle  and  unconscious 
tutelage  of  plays  and  exercises  and  occupa- 
tions, the  young  children  learn  to  observe  at- 
tentively, to  perceive  correctly,  to  listen  intel- 
ligently, to  apprehend  readily,  to  think  spon- 
taneously, to  express  themselves  clearly,  to 
gain  bodily  activity  and  manual  dexterity,  to 
ac<iuire  a  taste  as  well  as  capacity  for  labor,  an 
appreciation  of  beauty,  and  a  love  of  truth  and 
goodness. 

So  says  the  director  of  this  good  work.  The 
spell-bound  soul  is  awakened  to  its  powers  as 
the  helpless  hand  is  taught  tirst  to  feel,  then 
to  move,  then  to  grasp,  and  on  and  on  until 
the  flying  lingers  hover  over  the  keys  of  an 
instrument  and  draw  out  its  melody,  or,  busy 
in  some  other  form  of  pleasant  industry,  en- 
able the  l)lind  child  literally  to  work  his  way 
w  ith  those  who  see.  Nothing  is  more  inter- 
esting and  touching  than  the  zeal  with  which 
the  children  who  have  been  trained  at  the 
Kindeigarten  contribute  their  labor  and  share 
their  gifts  to  promote  the  extension  of  the 
opportunity  to  their  fellows.  One  little  girl 
gave  part  of  her  Christmas  i)resents  to  a  ba- 
zar to  aid  the  enterprise  ;  one  little  fellow  sent 
his  top.  The  generous  benefactors  of  all  good 
works  have  not  forgotten  the  Kindergarten 
for  the  destitute  blind  children,  and  already 
a  jileasant  estate  is  bought,  upon  which  the 
buildings,  cottages  for  liomes,  school  -  rooms, 
music  -  rooms,  libraries,  workshops,  museum, 
gymnasium,  will  be  created  as  the  means  arc 
furnished. 

It  is  a  noble  and  pathetic  charity,  which 
among  all  the  worthy  and  necessary  and  hu- 
mane beneficences  makes  its  own  penetrating 
a])peal.  To  rouse  the  dwindling  soul,  to  open 
the  inward  eye  of  the  poor  young  children 
who  shall  never  see  the  beauty  of  the  world, 
to  enable  the  most  helpless  to  help  themselves 
— this  is  the  charity  for  which  this  little  ser- 
mon is  preached,  and  for  which  the  box  will 
now  be  passed  around. 


When,  a  month  or  two  since,  the  Easy  Chair 
playfully  spoke  of  erecting  a  statue  to  the 
authors  of  the  Gilbert-Sullivan  opera  as  pub- 
lic benef  ictors,  it  had  little  thought  that  ^Ir. 
Gilbert  himself  would  so  soon  pose  himself 
upon  a  ])edestal.  Punch  used  to  make  great 
fun  of  the  statue  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
in  London.  But,  at  least,  the  Duke  was  not 
his  own  sculptor.  Mr.  Gilbert,  however,  has 
chosen  to  make  so  comical  a  figure  of  himself 
that  it  is  impossible  not  to  laugh  at  it.  He 
has  written  the  libretto  of  several  comic 
operas  which  Mr.  Sullivan  has  set  to  music, 
and  which  have  been  justly  very  poi)ular  in 
this  country,  to  the  great  emolument  of  Mr. 
Gilbert  and  his  associate.  The  verses  of  Mr. 
Gilbert  are  very  amusing,  and  although  he 
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could  sell  no  right  to  their  publication  in  this 
country,  and  no  publisher  who  should  issue 
them  could  have  the  least  protection,  or  be 
sure  that  the  fact  of  the  publication  would  not 
attract  a  dozen  competing  editions  the  next 
day,  yet  the  pul)lishers  who  chose  to  issue 
them  at  this  risk  also  chose  to  show  their 
good-will  to  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  author,  which  is 
all  that  they  could  do  under  the  existing  law, 
by  sending  liim  a  draft  for  a  small  amount. 

It  w^as  a  simple  act  of  courtesy,  which  show- 
ed that  the  publishers  w^ere  disposed  to  recog- 
nize the  claim  of  the  author  to  his  own  work, 
although  the  law  did  not  acknowledge  it,  and 
in  fact  the  publishers  had  been  actively  en- 
gaged for  some  years  in  securing  such  a  legal 
acknowledgment  for  the  foreign  author.  But 
the  courtesy  of  this  particular  foreign  author 
led  him  in  hot  wrath  to  send  the  letter  of  the 
publishers  to  the  newspapers,  and  to  take  the 
air  of  holding  them  up  in  some  way  to  public 
reproof  for  assuming  to  send  to  him  for  the 
republication  of  his  verses  money  wliioli  the 
law  did  not  require  them  to  send.  This  au- 
thor's courtesy  rested  this  extraordinary  con- 
duct upon  the  plea  that  he  was  not  a  beggar, 
and  that  other  publishers  in  this  country  had 
pillaged  him  right  and  left.  His  courtesy 
selected  as  proper  objects  of  public  oppro- 
brium the  publishers  who  had  not  pillaged 
him,  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  had  sent  him 
a  perfectly  fair  consideration  for  issuing  his 
work  without  any  kind  of  security  against 
competing  issues.  There  is  really  no  situa- 
tion in  any  comic  opera  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  so 
farcical  as  this.  He  has  chosen  to  surpass  in 
his  own  conduct  the  utmost  absurdities  of  Sir 
Joseph  Porter  and  Pooh-Bah  and  Bunthornc. 

There  is  no  international  copyright.  Mr. 
Gilbert  may  properly  think  that  there  ought 
to  be  such  a  copyright.  He  may  hold  that 
American  publishers  have  no  moral  right  to 
issue  his  verses  w^ithout  his  authority.  But 
since  he  can  not  confer  such  authority,  and  if 
he  could,  the  object  of  conferring  it  would  be 
to  receive  compensation,  and  since,  although 
he  can  not  confer  it,  nor  secure  any  advantage 
to  the  publisher,  the  publisher  chooses  never- 
theless to  acknowledge  the  claim  wdiich  Mr. 
Gilbert  asserts,  but  wdiicli  the  law  does  not 
allow^  nor  protect,  and  chooses  also  to  send 
him  compensation,  is  there  off  the  deck  of  the 
Pinafore^  or  out  of  the  streets  of  Titipu,  a  be- 
ing who  w^ould  gravely  and  defiantly  shout, 
"  Sirs,  I  am  not  a  beggar,  and  I  scorn  your 
gift;  I  have  been  outrageously  robbed  by  some- 
body, and  therefore  I  kick  your  money  into  a 
poverty-stricken  hos])ital"  ?  It  is  a  situation 
which  moves  pity.  The  best  advice  to  give 
to  a  man  overtaken  by  such  a  whim  of  melan- 
cholia as  this  w^ould  be  to  go  and  see  one  of 
Gilbert's  operas. — What  does  he  say?  Alas! 
alas  !  I  am  Gilbert ! 

This  is  a  case  in  wliich  Doctor  Charles  Lamb 
w^ould  have  called  for  candles  to  examine  the 
bumps  of  tlie  patient.  If  the  sufferer  w^ere  not 
plainly  for  the  nonce  beyond  the  pale  of  com- 


mon-sense, he  might  be  asked  why,  if  he  be 
not  a  beggar,  he  does  not  promptly  toss  back 
money  which  he  stigmatizes  as  alms,  or  how 
it  is  that,  if  sending  the  money  be  so  gross  an 
outrao-e,  keeping  it  is  not  equally  outrageous, 
and  giving  it  to  a  hospital  simply  absurd.  Or, 
again,  in  the  absence  of  an  international  copy- 
right law,  and  consequently  of  any  protection 
to  the  American  publisher  who  issues  an  Eng- 
lish book,  would  it  seem  to  anybody  Init  Ko-Ko 
an  abominaljle  iniquity  for  that  publisher  to 
prove  in  a  substantial  way  that,  law  or  no  law, 
he  recognizes  the  author's  right?  If  Mr.  Gil- 
bert were  resolved  never  to  touch  an  American 
penny  until  the  great  wrong  of  the  copyright 
should  be  rectified,  very  well;  but  why,  then, 
does  he  take  the  money  whicli  he  so  publicly 
disdains  ?  and  wliy  does  he  pocket  the  dastard- 
ly American  receipts  from  the  performance  of 
his  operas  ? 

There  are  other  English  authors,  and  of  a 
larger  and  somewhat  different  renown  from 
that  of  j\Ir.  Gilbert,  who,  pending  an  interna- 
tional copyright,  have  hitherto  made  such  ar- 
rangements with  American  publisliers,  each 
for  his  own  interest,  as  the  situation  permitted, 
and  with  mutual  satisfaction.  Recently  such 
arrangements  have  become  impossible,  and  less 
compensation  has  been  joaid  to  English  authors 
than  for  many  years  before,  and  American  au- 
thors and  publisliers  are  nov/  actively  co-op- 
erating in  the  most  friendly  spirit  to  secure  by 
law  an  equitable  adjustment  for  the  authors 
of  both  countries.  This  is  the  felicitous  mo- 
ment that  Mr.  Gilbert  has  chosen  for  sneering 
at  American  publishers  wdio  offer  him  the  best 
possible  proof  of  their  good  faith.  He  steps 
up  not  to  the  pedestal  of  the  pul^lic  benefactor 
whom  the  Easy  Chair  had  in  mind,  and  wdio 
moves  the  public  laughter  at  extravagance 
and  folly,  but  to  the  seat  of  the  common  scold, 
who  moves  the  public  laughter  at  himself  as 
a  more  ludicrous  figure  than  his  most  ridicu- 
lous creation.  

Ever  since  Jeremy  Collier  took  a  short  view 
of  the  immorality  and  protaneness  of  the  Eng- 
lish stage,  when,  under  Charles  the  Second, 
the  reaction  against  Puritanism  was  extreme, 
the  protest  against  the  theatre  has  been  con- 
stantly renewed,  but  witliout  relaxing  its  hold 
upon  public  interest.  The  proof  of  this,  in 
our  own  experience,  is  not  only  the  number 
of  play-houses  wdiich  are  open  day  and  night 
in  every  great  city,  but  in  the  large  space 
wdiich  the  daily  papers  give  to  descriptions 
of  plays  and  criticisms  of  actors  and  the  gos- 
sip of  the  theatre.  Amusement,  indeed,  is  a 
business  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  those 
whose  profession  it  is  to  amuse  others  are  nat- 
urally solicitous  of  their  professional  honor, 
and  remark  with  indignation  and  censure  what 
they  feel  to  be  its  decline  or  degradation. 

In  generalizing  the  function  of  the  stnge  as 
amusement  the  Easy  Chair  does  not  depre- 
ciate it.  The  word  includes  the  instruction, 
tlie  quickening  of  lofty  Impulses  and  of  gener- 
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ous  sympatliy,in(let'(l,  every  form  of  influence 
and  impression  which  l)eh)ngs  to  tlic  stage. 
To  amuse  is  to  entertain,  and  to  entertain  is  to 
liold  the  attention  agreeably,  as  a  tine  picture 
or  statue  or  building^holds  it.  The  most  sen- 
sitive ''professional"  need  not  dischiim  his 
part  of  entertainer  of  the  ])uhlic,  and  his  views 
oftlie  true  canons  of  such  entertainment  arc 
worthy  of  attention.  AVIien,  therefore,  a  vet- 
eran speaks — a  comedian  of  an  ohler  day — his 
words  are  tliose  of  one  who  cherishes  a  high 
sense  oftlie  honor  and  duty  of  the  stage,  and 
mav  well  be  heeded. 

Such  a  veteran  lately  deplored  the  decline 
of  true  dramatic  art  since  he  began  to  act. 
Scenic  effects,  he  admits,  have  imi)roved  amaz- 
ingly, and  the  payment  of  players  is  much  more 
liberal;  but  the 'stage  now,  he  thinks,  appeals 
to  the  eye  rather  than  to  the  mind.  Fine 
scenery,  he  says,  insures  the  success  of  a  poor 
play,  but  "long  runs"  are  injurious  to  young 
actors.  This  is  worth  heeding:  but  before 
testing  the  justice  of  the  censure  it  is  neces- 
sary to  remember  how  much  larger  were  the 
peaches  of  boyhood  than  the  attenuated  fruit 
of  to-day,  and  how  much  more  exquisite  the 
enjoyment  of  the  balls  at  which  we  danced 
wlien  Hercules  Jackson  was  grap])ling  with 
the  hydra-headed  Bank  than  the  wild  and  un- 
seemly revels  in  which  our  grandchildren 
whirl  to-day. 

Edmund  "^Kean,  says   our   veteran,  used    to 
play  Othello  in  a  costume  that  no  human  be- 
ing on  the  earth  or  below  it  ever  wore.     But 
Lamb  and  Hazlitt,  Dana  and  Verplanck,  sat 
in  the  pit  upon  a  bench  without  a  back,  and 
thought  of  the  acting,  not  of  the  clothes.    Gar- 
rick,  too,  or  some  other  great  actor,  used  to 
play  Hamlet  in  a  full-bottomed  wig,  and  amid 
the'  chairs  and  tallies  of  contemporary  Eng- 
land.     And  did   not  Rachel  lay  her  superb 
spell  upon  the  New  York  of  thirty  years  ago 
in  a  grotesque  poverty  of  scenery  which  added 
sever'ty  to  the  stern  old  tragedy  ?    Yes,  genius 
surmounts  and  confounds  circumstance.     The 
Easy  Chair  has  seen  the  elder  Booth  in  a  barn, 
and  that  particular  peach  is  one  oftlie  hugcst 
that  it  recalls.     But  had  the  stage  presented 
the  scene  of  Phedre  as  truly  as  Rachel  the  un- 
happy woman,  would  the  art  liave  been  in- 
jured or  the  effect  have  been  weakened  ?     If 
Booth's  bare  scenic  environment  in  Shylock 
liad  been  enchanted  into  the  vivid  semblance 
of  Venice,  with  the  fit  perspective  and  tone 
and  suggestion  and  romance  with  which  Ir- 
ving surrounded  it,  would  the  scene  have  dom- 
inated   the    actor's   power,  or   Shylock   have 
seemed  less  Shylock  ?     If,  indeed,  the  scenery 
be  more  faithful  than  the  actor,  and  bear  oft' 
the  honors  of  the  play,  it  is  unfortunate  for  the 
actor ;  but  is  it  the  faithful  scenery  that  should 
be  discarded?     Might  not  the  actor  wisely 
ponder  that  deep  saying  oftlie  aesthete,  "I 
hope  to  live  up  to  my  tea-pot"  ? 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  "  long  run"  may 
deprive  the  younger  actor  of  his  chance.  ^  He 
is  cast  in  a  poor  part,  and  must  remain  in  it  so 


long  as  the  public  demands  the  i)lay,  and  con- 
sequently there  is  no  opportunity  of  trying  an- 
other ])art  that  might  reveal  his  genius  and 
make  his  fame.  It  is  hard  for  the  young 
actor.  15ut  shall  the  public  lose  the  beantit'ul 
])lay  of  genius  that  creates  lV\p  Van  Winkle 
in  order  that  the  young  actor  may  discover 
whether  he  also  may  not  have  genius  ?  More- 
over, as  our  veteran  admits,  the  question  of  dol- 
lars must  be  considered  also,  and  if  the  man- 
ager tills  Ins  house  nightly  with  a  ])lay  which 
gives  unquestioned  genius  full  scope,  could 
he  do  better  for  himself  or  please  the  public 
more  ? 

Into  the  mazes  of  the  veteran's  comments 
upon  the  ballet  how  shall  an  Easy  Chair  ven- 
ture? It  did  not  see  the  Black  Cvool\  but  it 
saw  Taglioni  and  Cerito  and  Fanny  Elssler, 
and  the  ballet  then  was  a  ]n-etty  pantomime 
with  marvellous  grace  of  movement.  But  all 
except  the  famous  dancers  were  ludicrous  and 
painful  ])osturers.  And  in  the  latter  day  there 
seem  to  be  few  famous  dancers.  The  coming 
of  Fanny  Elssler  to  New  York  was  almost  as 
great  an  event  as  that  of  Jenny  Lind.  Is  there 
any  dancer  now  whose  horses  the  gilded  youth 
of  the  Metropolitan  and  the  Academy  would 
unharness  that  they  might  draw  the  peerless 
diva  home  ?  The  realm  of  the  ballet  is  like 
that  of  the  opera.  They  are  both  a  fairy-land 
in  which  the  only  absurdity  is  to  think  it  ab- 
surd that  men  and  women  should  sing  instead 
of  talk,  or  communicate  by  kicking  up  their 
heels.  The  wise  man  must  take  care  lest  he 
turn  the  laugh  against  himself  by  declaring 
that  a  man  wiio  expires  in  a  rouhule,  or  a  wo- 
man v/ho  expresses  fond  aftection  by  poising 
herself  upon  her  foot  and  twirling  on  her  toe, 
is  unworthy  of  serious  consideration.  True, 
good  sir,  and  so  are  Pus6  in  Boots  and  Jack 
the  Giant-Killer.  They  are  palpably  untrue 
stories.  How  could  a  boy  climb  to  the  sky 
upon  a  bean-stalk  ?  It  is  sheer  nonsense,  as 
you  say,  quite  unworthy  of  serious  atten- 
tion. And  meanwhile,  good  sir,  the  smile  is 
general. 

Our  veteran  will  not  misunderstand,  nor 
doubt,  the  Easy  Chair's  hearty  acquiescence 
in  his  honest  denunciation  of  every  abuse  of 
his  ancient  and  honorable  profession  which 
tends  in  the  slightest  degree  to  relax  the  rule 
of  innocence  and  jn'opriety  which  the  self-re- 
specting player  in  his  gayest  moment  instinct- 
ively respects.  But  spare  us  the  wholesome 
nonsense,  the  merry  laugh,  the  genuine  rol- 
licking fun  of— for  instance— the  Rehearml  of 
the  Christmas  Pantomime  with  which  Rosina 
Vokes's  company  amused  the  town  during  the 
last  holidays.  It  would  not  bear  serious  con- 
sideration. No,  indeed;  that  was  its  great 
merit.     Seriousness  was  impossible. 


The  Autocrat  of  everybody's  breakfast  tal)le 
lately  reminded  everybody,  in  his  delightfully 
incisive  way,  that  he  was  extremely  sorry  that 
he  could  not  mind  everybody's  business.  He 
has  learned  by  much  experience  one  of  the 
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chief  penalties  of  fame  and  popularity,  and  lie 
has  discovered  that  a  man  who  sliows  liimself 
wortliy  of  universal  confidence  is  very  sure  to 
receive  it.  Wlien  an  author  proves  by  his 
published  word  tliat  he  knows  the  mysterious 
working  of  the  Iieart  of  young  women  and 
tlie  generous  impulse  and  aspiration  of  young 
men,  and  when  by  sympatliy  and  delicate 
skill  he  reveals  the  motlier  and  the  father  to 
tiiemselves,  he  has  attracted  them  to  himself 
with  a  force  as  tine  and  I'csistless  as  that  of 
the  magnet  rock  which  drew  out  the  nails 
from  Sind bad's  ship. 

These  good  peoi)le  will  all  instinctively  seek 
to  draw  him  in  turn  into  their  lives.  They 
will  overwhelm,  him  with  confidences  of  every 
kind,  in  many  sheets  closely  written,  and  they 
will  require  his  counsel  upon  the  most  deli- 
cate questions,  stated  in  full,  with  copious  ex- 
planatory details.  Above  all,  whoever  reads, 
whoever  sees,  his  name,  or  catches  a  whisper 
of  his  fame,  will  demand  the  autograph  of 
such  a  friend  of  mankind,  with  a  few  appro- 
priate sentiments,  and  at  no  cost  to  himself 
but  time  and  paper  and  ])ostage  stamp  and 
the  invention  of  a  crisj)  and  witty  phrase,  and 
this  only  twenty  times  a  day.  Nothing  could 
be  more  reasonable.  Is  not  the  request  for  an 
autograph  the  most  delicate  flattery  ?  Does 
it  not  say,  without  saying,  that  you  are  some- 
body, and  would  any  churl  decline  to  pay  the 
small  price  demanded  for  such  interesting 
personal  intelligence  ? 

A  pleasant  paper  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Magazine  of  Popular  Science  describes  the 
flight  of  some  arctic  birds  at  certain  seasons. 
They  darken  the  air,  it  says,  and  fill  it  with  a 
murmuring  sound.  The  paper  would  doubt- 
less recall  to  the  Autocrat,  and  all  who  like 
him  have  climbed  the  height  wdiere  Fame's 
proud  temple  shines  afir,  the  flight  of  the  au- 
tograph seekers,  not  at  certain  times,  but  at 
all  seasons.  They  also  darken  the  air;  but 
the  murmuring  sound  is  heard  from  another 
source — "not  where  they  eat,  but  where  they 
are  eaten."  These  are  the  birds  whom  the 
Autocrat  chiefly  takes  in  hand.  He  does  not 
chide,  he  counsels;  he  provides  a  short  and 
easy  way  with  autograph  seekers.  Let  them 
send,  he  says,  a  card  in  an  addressed  envelope 
stamped.  There  are  other  victims  who  pur- 
sue a  more  relentless  method.  They  confis- 
cate the  stamps  inclosed,  as  a  just  remunera- 
tion for  the  time  and  temper  expended  in 
opening  and  destroying  the  letter. 

But  there  is  another  and  a  less  severe  view 
of  this  kind  of  bird  which  is  arctic  only  in  its 
demand.  The  autograph  seeker  shows  some- 
times, indeed,  his  habits  of  confirmed  seeking. 
His  collection  becomes  like  a  rich  man's  libra- 
ry furnished  to  order  with  books  that  no  gen- 
tleman's library  should  be  without,  but  which 
no  gentleman  of  this  kind  reads.  Such  a  li- 
brary is  not  indicative  of  the  owner's  literary 
tastes  and  studies,  for  he  has  none.  It  is  a 
general  tribute  to  the  settled  renown  of  the 
authors  whose   works   are   placed   upon  the 


shelves.  So  autograph  collections  are  not 
revelations  of  individual  preferences.  They 
are  omnivorous.  Eugene  Aram's  autograph 
and  Ilousman's,  whom  he  murdered,  are  alike 
welcome ;  Vittoria  Colonna's  and  Lucrezia  Bor- 
gia's— even  before  Mr.  Astor  restored  her — 
are  of  the  same  value. 

But  the  larger  part  of  the  requests  disclose 
the  honest  wish  of  ingenuous  youth  to  possess 
some  personal  memorial  of  the  author  whom 
they  admire.  It  is  not  always  so,  indeed. 
When  the  young  woman  in  her  romantic  years 
wrote  to  JMr.  Mark  Twain  that  she  had  only 
just  read  his  Receries  of  a  Bachelor,  and  that 
her  intellect  was  led  captive  by  the  soundness 
of  its  reasoning,  Mr.  Twain  may  have  winced, 
but  surely  he  returned  a  specimen  of  his  firm- 
est hand.  So  when  the  Washington  belle,  as 
she  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  a  young  poet,  fer- 
vently praised  the  poem  of  a  rival  bard  as  his 
own,  it  w^as  a  trying  situation.  But  it  had 
this  alleviation,  that  it  showed  tlie  fair  lady 
knew  him  to  be  "somebody." 

But  wdien  the  tribute  of  admiration  for  the 
poet  or  the  author  takes  the  form  of  a  request 
to  read  the  manuscript  of  an  epic  poem  or  a 
novel,  the  burden  of  honor  is  too  great  to  be 
borne.  It  is  not  a  demand  for  a  few  moments, 
a  sheet  of  paper,  and  a  postage  stamp,  but  for 
a  day  or  two  and  a  critical  letter.  Have  these 
unconscionable  but  excellent  birds  of  prey  ever 
reflected  upon  the  significance  of  Emerson's 
description  of  certain  people  as  "devastatoi's  of 
the  day"  ?  Do  they  know^  that  authors  are  the 
most  laborious  of  men,  and  that  nobody  works 
longer  or  more  constantly  than  the  professional 
man  of  letters,  and  that  it  is  as  preposterous  to 
ask  one  of  the  laborious  guild  to  renounce  his 
work  and  to  give  a  day  to  your  manusci'ipt  as 
to  request  a  lawyer  in  full  practice  to  stop  and 
devote  a  day  to  examining  your  papers  and 
decide  whether  you  have  a  case  ?  Lawyers  do 
such  work  undoubtedly.  But  they  do  it  pro- 
fessionally as  work,  and  they  are  paid  prodi- 
gious fees  for  doing  it,  if  they  have  the  stand- 
ing in  their  profession  that  the  Autocrat,  for 
instance,  has  in  his. 

Reading  manuscript  with  a  view  to  publica- 
tion is  a  professional  w^ork  as  mucli  as  exam- 
ining titles  to  property  ;  and  the  fact  that  we 
like  the  Autocrat's  books — which  we  read  be- 
cause w^e  like  them,  and,  with  Oliver  Twist,  ask 
for  more — gives  us  no  right  to  require  him  to 
read  ours,  and  in  difficult  manuscript  too. 
Tliat  we  like  an  author  places  him  under  no 
obligation  to  us,  and  gives  us  no  right  person- 
ally to  obtrude  ourselves  upon  him.  He  is 
liuman,  undoubtedly,  and  receives  with  plea- 
sure every  token  of  honest  admiration.  But 
if  the  request  for  an  autograph  may  be  consid- 
ered such  a  token — and  of  this  many  authors 
are  in  serious  doubt — the  request  to  examine 
our  poems  and  philosophies  and  histories,  and 
give  an  opinion  upon  them,  is  not  a  tribute  of 
admiration.  Indeed,  just  what  it  is  the  Easy 
Chair  forbears  to  say. 

But  it  will  not  forbear  to  say — nay,  it  says 
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with  great  pleasure— that  tliis  is  the  very  work 
which  is  done,  as  it  should  be  done,  ])rofession- 
allv,  bvits  friend  and  fellow-laborer  in  letters, 
Dr.  T.'M.  Coan,  in  New  York,  who  will  give 
tiie  advice  which  none  of  the  Autocrats  will 
give,  and   which   rightfally  they  can   not  be 


asked  to  give.  The  Doctor,  liowevor,  can  not 
furnish  any  autograph  but  his  own.  Yet  if 
tiie  diligent  secke-r  will  follow  the  advice  of 
the  Autocrat,  he  may  be  very  sure  of  his  re- 
ward. The  stamped  addressed  envelope  and 
the  card  are  the  wonder-workers. 


(Fiiitiir'ij  |tiiiii| 


rpriE  evolution  of  a  believer  in  a  God  scn- 
X    sible  to  human  need  and  in  the  life  here- 
after, from  a  metaphysician  so  purely  scientific 
as  Mr.  John  Fiske.  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
interesting  phases  of  Darwinism.     Of  course  it 
proves  nothing  very  conclusive,  but  for  the  mo- 
ment one  doesnot  realize  this;  and  if  one's  heart 
is  not  altogether  at  rest  in  ori)hanage  and  non- 
entity, as  we  suppose  very  few  hearts  are,  it 
comtorts,  it  encourages.     So  many  scientists 
have  denied  so  many  things  that  it  is  hard  to 
understand  that  Science  herself  denies  nothing, 
to  begin  with,  but  seeks  only  and  always  to 
know  the  truth.  The  emotions  and  desires  con- 
cerning our  origin  and  destiny  which  seem  in- 
nate are  as  fit  subjects  for  her  inquiry  as  the  ma- 
terial world;  it  was  to  the  satisfaction  of  these 
that  ^Ir.  Fiske  lately  addressed  himself  in  his 
little  book  on  The  Destiny  of  Man  as  viewed  in 
the  Light  of  his  Ori{/in,  and  now  again  lie  ad- 
dresses himself  to  the  same  end  in  The  Idea  of 
God  as  affected  hy  Modern  Knoicledge.    We  need 
pot  say  what  spirit  he  has  brought  to  his  work, 
or  what  literary  grace:  his  humane  and  liigh 
intent,  his  admirable  art,  are  present  in  all  he 
does;  and  wo  do  not  think  they  have  ever 
been   more   sympathetic   than  in  this  essay, 
where  he  arrives  at  the  ccmviction  that  ''the 
everlasting  source  of  phenomena  is  none  other 
than  the  infinite  Power  that  makes  for  right- 
eousness," or  that  '•  however  the  words  may 
stumble  in  which  we  try  to  say  it,  God  is  in 
the  deepest  sense  a  moral  Being.''     This  will 
not  seem  much  to  those  who  are  accustomed 
to  accept  God  from  authority,  and  who  have 
always  believed  what  they  were  bid  (which  is 
no  bad  thing,  perhaps,  and  seems  to  save  time) ; 
but  it  is  a  good  deal  as  the  result  of  reasoning 
that  begins  and  ends  outside  of  all  authority 
exce])t"that  of  fiict  scientifically  ascertained; 
and  it  is  still  more  as  an  induction  from  the 
Darwinian  theory,  which   teaches   Mr.  Fiske 
that  in  natural  selection  psychical  variations 
were  preferred  to  physical  variations,  that  in- 
fancy was  prolonged  in  the  interest  of  the  f  uu- 
ily  and  morality,"and  that  man,  tlius  ditferen- 
tiated  from  the'  other  creatures,  has  been  per- 
fected by  the  gradual  predominance  of  the 
soul  over  the  body ;  that  the  long  period  of 
his  development  is'closing;  that  strife  and  the 
habits  bred  of  war  must  "cease  as  naturally  as 
they  began,  and  that  "  a  stage  of  civilization 
will  be  reached  in  which  human  sympathy 


shall  be  all  in  all,  and  the  spirit  of  Christ  shall 
reign  supreme  through  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  the  earth." 

Throughout  his  essay  it  is  interesting  to 
find  Mr.  Fiske  unable  to  language  his  thoughts 
of  infinity  at  sui)reme  moments  except  in  the 
Mords  of  the  old  Book  of  those  Semitic  tribes 
so  remote  from  Darwin ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  modern  light  and  knowledge  liave 
no  hope  or  type  more  sublime  than  Christ  and 
Ilis  millennium.  At  the  moment  when  we 
were  reading  the  argument  which  could  cul- 
minate in  nothing  higher  than  faith  in  these, 
there  came  to  us  another  book  which  we  think 
others  may  find  it  well  to  read  together  with 
]Mr.  Fiske's.  It  is  not  a  new  book  in  Europe, 
but  we  believe  the  American  translation  gives 
it  for  the  first  time  to  English  readers,  and  it 
may  not  be  superfluous  to  say  that  the  great 
Russian  novelist,  incomparably  the  greatest 
writer  living  in  that  sort,  who  has  set  forth  in 
it  his  doctrine  of  the  right  life,  is  fully  a  be- 
liever in  Christianity;  too  fully,  perhaps,  for 
those  who  believe  it  ought  to  be  believed,  but 
not  that  it  ought  to  be  practiced.  He  sup- 
poses that  Jesus  Christ,  being  divinely  sent  to 
make  God  known  to  man,  was  serious  when 
He  preached  meekness,  submission,  poverty, 
forgiveness,  charity,  and  self-denial ;  and  that 
He  actually  meant  what  He  said  when  He  bade 
us  resist  not  evil,  eschew  courts  of  law,  forbear 
judgment,  refuse  to  make  oath,  take  one  wife 
and  cleave  to  her  till  death,  have  no  respect 
to  persons,  but  love  one  anotlier.  The  author 
says  all  this  is  not  only  i)ossible,  but  easy,  and 
he  does  not  relegate  the  practice  of  the  Chris- 
tian life  to  some  future  period,  but  himself  at- 
tempts it  here  and  now.  This  must  of  course 
strike  Christians  who  kill,  and  litigate,  and 
divorce,  and  truckle  to  rank,  and  hate,  and 
heap  up  riches,  as  very  odd ;  but  none  of  the 
sort  who  take  Christ  in  the  ironical  way  can 
help  being  startled  by  the  attitude  of  this  lit- 
eralist.  and  sufl'ering  perhaps  some  pangs  of  dis- 
agreeal)le  self-question.  We  can  not  help  being 
moved  by  certain  appeals  which  the  author  of 
My  Religion  makes  to  our  experience  and  our 
reason  in  behalf  of  the  life  taught  by  Him  who 
said  His  yoke  was  easy  and  His  burden  was 
light;  he  certainly  seems  to  show  that  the  yoke 
of  the  world  is  not  easy  and  its  burden  is  not 
light.  He  tells  us  that  in  this  century  thirty 
millions  of  men  have  perished  in  war;  and  he 
asks  us  how  many  have  given  up  their  lives  for 
Christ's  sake.   These  things  give  one  pause,  but 
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prol)abl3^  an  average  American  liumorist  could 
dispose  of  his  arguments  in  a  half-column  fun- 
ny article.  A  graver  critic  might  point  out 
that  the  Society  of  Friends,  except  in  the  sin- 
gle matter  of  heaping  up  riches,  which  they 
have  been  rather  fond  of,  long  lived  the  life 
he  commends;  and  that  it  is  no  new  thing, 
cither,  in  the  practice  of  the  Moravians,  who 
were  possibly  somewhat  nearer  liis  ideal.  One 
might  readily  believe  one's  self  to  be  reading 
the  confession  of  an  early  Quaker  or  a  despised 
Herrnhuter  in  these  passages  from  the  pen  of 
one  of  the  subtlest,  the  deepest,  the  wisest,  stu- 
dents of  human  nature  in  our  time:  "Every- 
thing that  once  seemed  to  me  important,  such 
as  honors,  glory,  civilization,  wealth,  the  com- 
plications and  refinements  of  existence,  luxury, 
rich  food,  fine  clothing,  etiquette,  have  become 
for  me  wrong  and  despicable.  Everything  that 
once  seemed  to  me  wrong  and  despicable,  such 
as  rusticity,  obscurity,  poverty,  simplicity  of 
surroundings,  of  food,  of  clothing,  of  manners, 
all  have  now  become  right  and  important  to 
me. ...  I  can  not,  as  I  once  did,  recognize  in 
myself  or  others  titles  or  ranks  or  qualities 
aside  from  the  quality  of  manhood.  I  can  not 
seek  for  fame  or  glory;  I  can  no  longer  culti- 
vate a  system  of  instruction  which  separates 
me  from  men.  ...  I  can  no  longer  pursue 
amusements  Avhich  are  oil  to  the  fire  of  amor- 
ous sensuality,  the  reading  of  romances  and 
the  most  of  poetry,  listening  to  music,  attend- 
ance at  balls  and  theatres. ...  I  can  not  favor 
the  celibacy  of  persons  fitted  for  the  marriage 

relation I  am  obliged  to  consider  as  sacred 

and  absolute  the  sole  and  uniqueunion  by  which 
man  is  once  for  all  indissolubly  bouncl  to  the 
first  woman  with  whom  he  has  been  united." 
But  it  is  not  Thomas  EUwood,  or  Zeisberger, 
the  Apostle  to  the  Delaw^ares,  who  says  these 
things;  it  is  Count  Leo  Tolstoi',  a  Russian  no- 
bleman of  our  day,  born  rich,  an  accomplished 
scholar,  a  brave  soldier,  a  brilliant  man  of  so- 
ciety, the  greatest  creative  talent  in  fiction 
which  his  country,  fertile  in  such  talents,  has 
produced,  except,  perhaps,  Tourguenefl".  To 
liini  the  dream  of  tlie  Christ-life  on  earth,  the 
heavenly  vision  which  again  and  again  has  vis- 
ited generous  souls,  comes  once  more ;  and 
in  his  hope  of  realizing  it  he  has  turned  from 
the  world  and  its  honors  and  embraced  pov- 
erty and  toil.  He  works  with  his  own  hands 
among  his  peasants  in  the  fields,  and  he  cele- 
brates his  happiness  in  this  life  as  a  final  fru- 
ition, for,  strangely  and  sadly  enough,  this 
latest  of  the  apostles  does  not  believe  in  the 
l)ersonal  or  individual  life  after  death.  At 
the  time  when  Mr.  Fiske  finds  the  hope  of  this 
in  Evolution,  Count  Tolstoi  discovers  no  prom- 
ise of  it  in  Scripture,  but  regards  it  as  a  sur- 
vival from  savage  times,  when  death  and  sleep 
were  confounded  in  the  minds  of  men. 

II. 

This  curious  trait  of  agnosticism  in  such 
a  devout  Christian  seems  like  a  survival  it- 
self, a   projection  into   the   hopefulness   and 


ardor  of  the  early  Christianity  which  Tolstoi's 
doctrine  and  practice  recall,  of  the  vast,  pas- 
sive Asiatic  melancholy  which  seems  to  tinge 
all  Russian  character.  One  is  familiar  with 
it  in  Tourgueneff's  people,  and  it  is  a  pen- 
sive light,  if  not  a  positive  color,  on  the  won- 
derful pages  of  Tolstoi's  novels,  where  a  good 
heart  and  a  right  mind,  sensible  from  the  first 
word,  console  and  support  the  reader  against 
it.  After  one  has  lived  a  certain  number  of 
years,  and  read  a  certain  number  of  novels,  it 
is  not  the  prosperous  or  adverse  fortune  of 
the  characters  tliat  aifects  one,  but  the  good  or 
bad  faith  of  the  novelist  in  dealing  with  them. 
Will  he  play  us  false  or  will  he  be  true  in  the 
operation  of  this  or  that  principle  involved? 
We  can  not  hold  him  to  less  account  than  this: 
he  must  be  true  to  what  life  has  taught  us  is 
the  truth,  and  after  that  he  may  let  any  fate 
betide  his  people;  the  novel  ends  wx'll  that 
ends  faithfully. 

It  is  this  conscience,  present  in  all  that  Tol- 
stoi has  written,  wiiich  has  now  changed 
from  a  dramatic  to  a  hortatory  expression. 
The  same  good  heart  and  right  mind  are  un- 
der all  and  in  all.  Their  warmth  and  their 
light  are  not  greater  in  My  Religion  than  in 
Anna  Karenine,  that  saddest  story  of  guilty 
love,  in  which  nothing  can  save  the  sinful  wo- 
man from  herself— not  her  husband's  forgive- 
ness, her  friends'  compassion,  her  lover's  con- 
stancy, or  the  long  intervals  of  quiet  in  which 
she  seems  safe  and  happy  in  her  sin.  It  is 
she  who  destroys  herself,  persistently,  step  by 
step,  in  spite  of  all  help  and  forbearance;  and 
yet  we  are  never  allowed  to  forget  how  good 
and  generous  she  was  wdien  we  first  met  her,* 
how  good  and  generous  she  is,  fitfully  and 
more  and  more  rarely,  to  the  end.  Her  lover 
works  out  a  sort  of  redemption  through  his 
patience  and  devotion ;  he  grows  wnser,  gen- 
tler, worthier,  through  it;  but  even  his  good 
destrovs  her.  As  you  read  on  vou  sav,  not, 
"  This^is  like  life,''  but,  "This  is  life."  It  has 
not  only  the  complexion,  the  very  hue,  of  life, 
but  its  movement,  its  advances,  its  strange 
pauses,  its  seeming  reversions  to  former  con- 
ditions, and  its  perpetual  change ;  its  apparent 
isolations,  its  essential  solidarity.  A  multi- 
tude of  figures  pass  before  us  recognizably 
real,  never  caricatured  or  grotesqued,  or  in 
jmy  wise  unduly  accented,  but  simple  and  act- 
ual in  their  evil  or  theii  good.  There  is 
lovely  family  life,  the  tenderness  of  father  and 
daughter,  the  rapture  of  young  wife  and  hus- 
band, the  innocence  of  girlhood,  the  beauty 
of  fidelity;  there  is  the  unrest  and  folly  of 
fashion,  the  misery  of  wealth,  and  the  wretch- 
edness of  wasted  and  mistaken  life,  the  hol- 
lowness  of  ambition,  the  cheerful  emptiness 
of  some  hearts,  the  dull  emptiness  of  others. 
It  is  a  world,  and  you  live  in  it  while  you 
read,  and  long  afterward ;  but  at  no  step 
have  you  been  betrayed,  not  because  your 
guide  has  warned  or  exhorted  you,  but  be- 
cause he  has  been  true,  and  has  shown  you 
ail  things  as  they  are. 
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III. 

At  the  close  of  some  vivid  Scenes  of  the 
Siege  of  Selatstopol,  lately  transhited  in  the 
Bcrue  tics  Deux  Mondes,  Tolstoi,  who  had 
seen  what  he  dcsciihcs,  and  had  been  part 
of  it,  exclaims:  "It  is  not  Kalougine,  with 
])is  brilliant  courage,  his  hrarura  of  gentle- 
man, his  vanity,  the  principal  motive  of  all 
his  actions;  it^is  not  Praskoukine,  null  and 
inoffensive,  albeit  he  fell  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle for  the  f^\ith,  the  throne,  and  the  coun- 
trv;  nor  Mikha'ilof,  so  timid;  nor  Pesth,  that 
child  without  conviction  and  without  moral 
principle — who  can  pass  for  traitors  or  heroes. 
No,  the  hero  of  my  tale,  that  which  I  love 
with  all  the  strength  of  my  soul,  that  which  I 
have  sought  to  reproduce  in  all  its  beauty, 
that  which  has  been  and  ever  will  be  beauti- 
ful, is  the  True." 

It  is  the  might  of  this  literary  truth,  which 
is  also  spiritual  truth,  that  has  made  the  Rus- 
sians so  great  in  fiction,  so  potent  to  move  the 
heart  and  the  conscience.  In  another  pa])er  of 
the  Revue,  on  ''Les  ficrivains  Russes  Contem- 
porains,"  which  we  commend  to  any  one  inter- 
ested to  know  the  sources  of  the  ])resent  uni- 
versal literary-  movement,  the  writer  says  ot 
Nicolas  Gogol :  ''  A  realist  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  term,  he  has  furnished  a  fit  instrument  for 
the  thought  and  the  art  of  our  time;  he  lias 
clearly  foreseen  its  future  use ;  he  has  discerned 
the  issue  in  Russia,  at  least,  of  that  exact  study 
of  phenomena  and  of  men  which  he  began.  If 
any  one  doubts  it,  let  him  take  this  sentence, 
one  of  the  last  that  fell  from  his  pen,  in  The 
*  Confession  of  an  Author :  'I  have  pursued  life 
in  its  reality,  not  in  the  dreams  of  the  imagi- 
nation, and  I  have  thus  arrived  at  Ilim  who  is 
the  source  of  life.'  "  The  sentence  is  valuable 
to  the  reader  of  Tolstoi's  last  book,  and  is  full 
of  suggestion  for  all.  In  another  place  Gogol, 
who  began  to  write  realistically  fifty  years  ago, 
said  of  himself  and  his  public:  "Thankless  is 
the  fi.te  of  the  writer  who  ventures  to  show^ 

what  passes  at  each  moment  under  his  eyes 

Tiie  contemporary  judge  will  treat  his  crea- 
tions as  low  and  useless;  he  will  be  assigned 
a  despised  rank  among  the  writers  wiio  de- 
fame humanity;  he  will   be  denied  all  soul, 

heart,  talent The  reader  is  revolted  by  the 

meanness  of  my  heroes He  could  have  for- 
given me  if  I  had  shown  him  picturesque  ras- 
cals; he  can  not  forgive  me  for  showing  him 
base  ones." 

The  Russian  criticism  of  1836  was  in  fact  as 
immature  as  much  American  criticism  of  1880. 
It  did  not  wish  to  see  men  and  things  in  fic- 
tion as  they  really  are:  it  wished  to  see  them 
as  the  romancers  had  always  made  believe  they 
were  ;  it  still  cried  for  its  Puss  in  Boots  and  its 
Jack  the  Giant-Killer,  and  would  have  them 
in  some  form  or  other. 

IV. 

The  Russians  who  have  followed  Gogol  and 
learned  from  him,  as  now  the  whole  world 


must  learn  from  them,  have  not  heeded  those 
childish  demands,  and  they  form  a  group 
from  which  one  can  hardly  turn  to  other  lit- 
eratures without  feeling  that  he  enters  an  at- 
mosphere of  feigning,  of  insincere  ])erf()rin- 
ance  and  ignobler  ideals.  The  French,  with 
their  convention  of  indecency,  the  English, 
with  their  convention  of  propriety,  alike  dwin- 
dle— all  except  that  colossal  George  Eliot  wo- 
man—  before  these  humane,  simple  masters, 
Avho  have  no  convention,  but  wiish  merely  to 
be  true. 

It  is  a  long  step  to  descend  from  them  to 
American  fiction;  one  holds  one's  breath  and 
looks  anxiously  to  see  if  there  is  really  any  foot- 
ing down  there  ;  but  again  we  can  console  our- 
selves with  the  fact  that  what  our  writers  are 
doing  is  mostly  in  the  right  direction.  The 
authcu"  o{ Murgaret  Kent  has  gone  rather  far  in 
it,  though  she  (the  pseudonym  of  Henry  Hayes 
does  not  hide  the  fluctuation  of  feminine  dra- 
peries) seems  to  have  been  frightened  back 
at  times.  This  story,  very  clever  in  spite  of 
its  defects,  is  the  story  of  a  beautiful  and  un- 
wise young  grass-widow  who  lives  in  New 
York  by  her  i)en,  while  her  husband  lives  in 
Rio  Janeiro  no  one  knows  how.  They  are 
Southern  ]K'ople,  who  were  married  too  young, 
and  the  wife  has  everything  to  regret  in  her 
marriage  except  the  little  girl  wliom  it  has 
left  her — a  child  truthfully  and  winningly 
l)ortrayed,  and  one  of  the  successes  of  the 
l)ook.  Margaret  Kent  has  more  men  to  her 
friends  than  women;  there  is  no  harm  in  her, 
but  a  great  deal  of  wandering,  selfish  good  in- 
tention. One  of  the  men,  not  knowing  her 
husband's  survival,  wishes  to  mairy  her,  and 
she  palters  for  a  moment  with  the  notion  of  a 
divorce.  The  husl)and  suddenly  comes  back, 
recalled  by  a  childish  appeal  from  the  little 
daughter,  who  has  been  always  longing  and 
grieving  for  the  father  she  has  not  seen — her 
part  in  this  is  very  touching — and  begins  to 
waste  his  wife's  earnings  as  he  had  already 
wasted  her  fortune.  A  mortal  peril  which  he 
falls  into  recalls  her  from  her  scorn  of  him; 
she  tries  to  love  him,  and  succeeds  in  being 
good  to  him.  When  he  gets  well  he  goes 
South,  and  dies  o])poi'tunely  of  yellow  fever. 
The  lover  gets  back  from  Europe  (whither  the 
lovers  of  ladies  unprepared  to  marry  have  gone 
a  great  deal  in  novels),  and  after  the  rescue  of 
the  little  Gladys  by  his  science  from  diphtheria, 
Margaret  and  he  are  married. 

The  temper  of  the  book  is  romantic,  l)ut 
many  of  its  phases  are  naturalistically  stud- 
ied;  the  M'omen  figures  are  very  well  done; 
the  men  figures  are  such  men  as  women 
draw,  except  always  the  handsome,  boyish 
scamp-husband  :  he  is  a  triumph.  The  lover 
is  a  doctor,  of  the  masterful  species  ])reva- 
lent  in  novels  ever  since  Charles  Reade  in- 
vented it.  He  is  not  new,  and  neither,  quite, 
is  Mrs.  Kent's  dragon,  the  old  artist  whom 
she  lives  with,  and  who  supplies  with  lier 
brush  the  gaps  that  Mrs.  Kent's  pen  leaves 
in  their  common  gains;  but  we  are  compen- 
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sated  for  her  conventionality  by  the  fresh- 
ness of  tlie  portrait  of  Mrs.  Townsend,  the 
society  newspaper  correspondent;  and  again 
we  say  the  book,  as  a  whole,  is  very  clever; 
and  if  it  is  not  safe  to  let  ladies  believe  tliat 
unloved  husl^ands  will  die  about  the  time  that 
self-banished  lovers  wish  to  come  home  from 
Europe,  still  there  is  a  moral  sense  in  tlie 
story  very  uncommon  in  women's  novels.  A¥e 
liave  some  suspicion  that  if  the  burden  of  tra- 
dition luid  not  been  upon  the  author — if  she 
had  not  been  enslaved  to  the  theatre-goer's 
ideal  that  a  story  should  "end  up"  well — so 
skillful  an  artist,  so  fine  a  student  of  woman 
nature,  if  not  human  nature,  as  she  shows  her- 
self to  be,  might  have  given  us  a  conclusion 
more  in  keeping  with  what  she  must  know  of 
life. 

V. 

We  admit  that  it  would  have  been  difficult 
with  a  novel-reading  public  like  ours,  well- 
meaning,  sympathetic,  appreciative,  but  super- 
abounding  in  a  fibreless  soft-heartedness  that 
can  not  bear  to  have  pretty  women  disappoint- 
ed in  fiction  ;  yet  from  a  writer  like  the  author 
of  Margaret  Kent  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
entire  fidelit3\  Till  we  have  that  from  our 
clever  writers  we  shall  have  clever  writers  and 
nothing  more,  and  we  must  turn  elsewhere  for 
examples  of  what  fiction  may  be  at  its  best. 

One  would  not  perhaps  look  first  to  find 
them  in  Spain,  but  we  have  just  been  reading 
a  Spanish  novel  which  is  very  nearly  one.  Of 
course  it  is  a  realistic  novel;  it  is  even  by 
an  author  who  has  written  essays  upon  real- 
ism, and  who  feels  obliged,  i30or  fellow,  in 
choosing  a  theme  wdiich  deals  with  the  inside 
rather  than  the  outside  of  life,  to  protest  that 
the  truth  exists  within  us  as  well  as  without, 
and  is  not  confined  to  the  market-houses,  the 
dram-shops,  the  street  corners,  or  the  vulgar 
facts  of  existence.  Don  Armando  Palacio 
Valdgs  believes  that  his  Marta  y  Maria  is  a 
realistic  novel,  although  it  is  not  founded 
upon  current  and  common  events,  and  that 
the  beautiful  and  the  noble  also  lie  wdthin  the 
realm  of  reality.  We  should  ourselves  go  a 
little  farther,  and  say  that  they  are  to  be  found 
nowhere  else;  but  we  have  not  at  present  to 
do  with  our  opinions,  or  even  the  prologue  to 
Seuor"  ValdSs's  novel,  though  we  should  be 
glad  to  reproduce  that  in  full,  it  is  so  good. 
We  must  speak,  however,  of  the  admirable  lit- 
tle illustrations  of  his  book,  so  full  of  charac- 
ter and  spirit  and  movement.  They  are  bad- 
ly ])rinted,  and  the  cover  of  the  book,  stamp- 
ed in  black  and  silver,  is  as  ugly  as  a  "  burial 
casket,"  but  our  censure  must  almost  wholly 
end  with  the  mechanical  execution  of  the 
book.  The  literature  is  delightful :  full  of 
charming  humor,  tender  pathos,  the  liveliest 
sympathy  with  nature,  the  keenest  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  a  style  whose  charm 
makes  itself  felt  through  the  sliadows  of  a 
strange  speech.  It  is  the  story  of  two  sisters, 
daughters  of  the  chief  family  in  a  Spanish 
sea-port   city :    Maria,  who  i^asses  from   the 


romance  of  literature  to  the  romance  of  reli- 
gion, and  abandons  home,  father,  and  lover  to 
become  the  spouse  of  heaven,  and  IMarta,  who 
remains  to  console  all  these  for  her  loss.  We 
do  not  remember  a  character  more  finely 
studied  than  that  of  Maria,  who  is  followed, 
not  satirically  or  ironically,  through  all  the 
involutions  of  a  conscious,  artificial  person- 
ality, but  with  masterly  divination,  and  is 
shown  as  essentially  colddiearted  and  selfish 
in  her  religious  abnegation,  and  as  sensuous 
in  her  spiritual  ecstasies  as  she  Avas  in  her 
abandon  to  the  romances  on  which  she  first 
fed  her  egoistic  fancy.  But  Marta — Marta  is 
delicious!  We  see  "her  first  as  an  awkward 
girl  of  thirteen  at  her  mother's  tertuUa,  help- 
lessly laughing  at  some  couples  wlio  give  a 
few  supererogatory  hops  in  the  dance  after  the 
music  suddenly  stops;  and  the  note  of  friendly 
simplicity,  of  joyous,  frank,  sweet  naturalness, 
struck  in  the  beginning,  is  felt  in  her  character 
throughout.  Nothing  could  ])e  lovelier  than 
the  portrayal  of  this  girl's  affection  for  her 
father  and  mother,  and  of  the  tenderness  that 
insensibly  grows  up  between  her  and  her  sis- 
ter's lover,  left  stej^  by  step  in  the  lurch  by  the 
intending  bride  of  heaven.  One  of  the  uses 
of  realism  is  to  make  us  know  people ;  to 
make  us  understand  that  the  Spaniards,  for 
example,  are  not  the  remote  cloak-and-sword 
gentry  of  opera  which  romance  has  painted 
them,  abounding  in  guitars,  poniards,  billets, 
autos-da-fe^  and  confessionals,  but  are  as  "  like 
folks"  as  we  are.  It  seems  that  there  is  much 
of  that  freedom  among  young  people  with  them 
which  makes  youth  a  heavenly  holiday  in  these 
favored  States.  Maria's  lover  has  "  the  run 
of  the  house,"  in  this  Spanish  town,  quite  as 
he  would  have  in  Chicago  or  Portland,  and 
he  follows  Marta  about  in  the  frequent  inter- 
vals of  Maria's  neglect;  he  makes  her  give 
him  lunch  in  the  kitchen  when  he  is  hungry, 
this  very  human  young  Marquis  de  Penalta ; 
he  helps  her  to  make  a  pie,  the  young  lady 
having  a  passion  for  all  domestic  employments, 
and  to  put  away  the  clean  clothes.  Her  father, 
Don  Mariano  Elorza,  has  a  passion  for  the 
smell  of  freshly  ironed  linen,  much  as  any  well- 
domesticated  American  citizen  might  have, 
and  loves  to  go  and  put  his  nose  in  the  clos- 
ets where  it  hangs.  His  wife  has  been  a 
tedious,  complaining  invalid  all  her  married 
life,  but  he  is  hcart-brokf;n  when  she  dies; 
and  it  is  at  this  moment  that  Maria — who  has 
compromised  him  in  the  Carlist  movement 
because  that  is  the  party  of  the  Church,  and 
has  tried  in  the  same  cause  to  make  her  lover 
turn  traitor  to  the  government  which  he  has 
sworn  as  citizen  and  soldier  to  defend — comes 
ecstatic  from  the  death-scene  to  ask  his  j^ermis- 
sion  to  complete  her  vocation  in  the  convent. 
He  gives  it  with  a  sort  of  disdain  for  her  piti- 
less and  senseless  egotism.  The  story  closes 
with  the  happy  love  of  Marta  and  Eicardo, 
clasped  to  the  old  man's  breast  and  mingling 
their  tears  M'ith  his ;  and  the  author  cries, 
"  O  eternal  God,  who  dw^Uest  in  the  hearts 
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of  the  good,  can  it  be  that  these  tears  are  less 
grateful  to  Thee  than  the  mystical  colloquies 
of  the  Convent  of  St.  Bernard  :"' 

A  sketcii  of  the  story  gives  no  idea  of  its 
situations,  or,  what  is  more  dithcult  and  im- 
jM^rtant,  the  atmosphere  of  reality  in  Avhich 
it  moves.  The  whole  social  life  of  the  quiet 
town  is  skillfully  suggested,  and  an  ai)un- 
dance  of  figures  pass  before  us,  all  graphic- 
ally drawn,  none  touched  with  weakness  or 
exaggeration.  It  is  a  l)ook  with  a  sole  blem- 
ish— a  few  pages  in  which  the  author  thinks  it 
necessary  to  paint  the  grov.th  of  little  Marta's 
passion  in  too  vivid  colors.  There  is  no  great 
harm;  but  it  is  a  lapse  of  taste  and  of  art  tiuit 
libels  a  lovely  character,  and  seems  a  sacrifice 
to  the  ugly  French  fetich  which  has  ])ossessed 
itself  of  the  good  name  of  Realism  to  befoul  it. 

VI. 

"We  must  not  close  the  door  of  the  Study  this 
month  without  speaking  of  some  other  books 
that  have  been  giving  us  pleasure.  Chief  of 
these  is  ^Mr.  T.  W.  Iligginson's  admirable 
Larger  Hiiitory  of  the  United  Stntes,\\\\\ii\\  has 
gone  far  to  make  us  believe  with  him  that  our 
national  story  is  "more  important,  more  varied, 
more  picturesque,  and  more  absorbingly  inter- 
esting than  any  historic  subject  ottered  by  the 
world  beside."  He  has  at  least  made  a  thor- 
oughly delightful  book  about  it,  and  has  ap- 
proached it  with  a  fresh  sense,  and  treated  it 
with  a  charming  ease  and  familiarity  which  it 
seems  impertinent  to  say  is  never  trivial,  and 
which  knows  how  to  rise  at  the  right  moments 
into  all  the  necessary  dignity  and  force.  We 
can  ])romise  the  reader  that  in  Mr,  Illgginson's 
handling  he  will  not  find  the  ''commonplace" 
story  of  these  States  less  fascinating  than,  for 
example,  the  romantic  Story  of  the  Fourth  Cru- 
sade, though  ]\Ir.  Edwin  Pears  has  told  that 
again  extremely  well.  He  raises  the  regret, 
the  pang,  without  which  one  can  not  read  of 
that  conquest  of  Constantinople  by  the  French 
and  Venetians.  That  calamity  wrecked  an 
ancient  civilization,  retarded  learning,  dark- 
ened Christianity,  and  opened  to  the  Turk  the 
garden  lands  which  his  presence  has  blighted 
for  four  centuries ;  and  the  new  historian  of 
the   event   shakes   us  anew  with   the  doubt 


Avhcther  tlie  course  of  events  is  always,  even 
finally,  the  accomplishment  of  good,  and 
whetiier  the  efiect  of  this  or  that  great  crime 
or  error  is  not  lastingly  bad. 

To  those  who  think  that  the  career  of  Bo- 
naparte was  such  a  crime  or  error,  A  Short 
lliKfory  of  N((]K>U'on  the  First,  by  Professor 
John  Kolx'rt  Seeley,  will  bring  greater  con- 
viction, perhaps,  than  to  Mr.  John  C.  Ropes, 
say,  whose  Napoleon  we  commended  last 
month.  Professor  Seeley  rapidly  narrates  the 
facts  of  Napoleon's  life,  and  then  in  a  second 
part  makes  a  study  of  his  character  and  ])lac^c 
in  history.  Briefly,  he  finds  that  if  there  had 
not  been  Na|)ole()n,  there  would  have  been 
somebody  else  to  do  his  work,  and  that  almost 
any  soldier  of  great  ability  could  have  done  it 
better.  He  leaves  very  little  of  Napoleon,  who 
looms  up  again  as  soon  as  Professor  Seeley  has 
done  with  him. 

We  have  two  excellent  books  which  we 
still  wish  to  speak  of,  if  the  reader  has  a  mo- 
ment left :  Japanese  ILnnes  and  their  Surround- 
in'js,  by  Edward  S.  Morse,  and  Clioson,  the 
Land  of  the  Morning  Calm,  a  sketch  of  Korea, 
by  Percival  Lowell.  Mr.  Morse's  l)0()k  is  a 
store  of  facts  concerning  Japanese  houses, 
great  and  simi)le,  in  city  and  country,  which 
seems  to  comprise  all  that  is  knowable  on  the 
subject;  and  the  driest  details  are  so  admira- 
bly treated  that  we  can  not  forgive  him  for 
leaving  these  houses  uninhabited  ;  he  should 
have  filled  them  with  the  life  of  the  j^eople  he 
knows  so  well,  and  no  other  could  have  de- 
scribed so  interestingly.  He  still  owes  this  to 
the  public.  In  the  mean  time  his  volume  is  a» 
treasure  of  architectural  f  icts,  and  could  not 
be  too  highly  valued.  Mr.  Lowell,  with  some 
posturing  which  we  could  wish  absent,  has 
made  a  book  of  unique  freshness  and  interest. 
Korea  was  about  the  only  untravelled  land  ; 
now  he  has  been  there  and  surprised  its  whole 
secret,  which  he  tells  again:  its  strange,  mel- 
anchoh',  womanless  civilization,  its  null  com- 
merce, its  arrested  art,  its  ])assive  religion,  the 
entire  circle  of  its  negations.  The  book  is 
wonderfully  full  of  novel  material,  well  philos- 
ophized, and  has  a  value  which  now  can  not 
belong  to  any  future  book  of  travel  till  we 
begin  to  explore  the  moon. 


niutitlilij  %tm\  \i  (Ciintiit  (Bnfnk 


POLITICAL. 

OUR  Record  is  closed  on  the  16tli  of  Feb- 
ruary.— Senator  Hoar's  Presidential  Suc- 
cession Bill  passed  the  House  January  15,  by 
a  vote  of  183  to  77,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  January  19. 

The  Senate  devoted  an  entire  day,  January 
26,  to  eulogies  upon  Vice-President  Hendricks. 
The  House,  February  1,  passed  the  hill  in- 
creasing the  pensions  of  widows  and  dependent 


survivors  of  IJnicm  soldiers  from  eight  to  twelve 
dollars  a  month. 

The  hill  for  the  admission  of  South  Dakota 
as  a  State  passed  the  Senate  February  5. 

The  Dingley  Shipping  Bill,  providing  for  the 
removal  of  certain  fees,  charges,  and  burdens 
on  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  inland  and 
coastwise  trade,  passed  the  House  February  4. 

Three  United  States  Senators  Avere  re-elect- 
ed January  19:  from  Maryland,  A.  P.  Gorman  ; 
Mississippi,  E.  C.  Walthall  and  J.  F.  George. 
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The  public  dcl)t  of  the  United  States  Avas  re- 
duced during  January  $8,672,553  81. 

The  Queen  opened  Parliament  in  person  Jan- 
uary 21.  On  January  26  Mr.  Colli ngs  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  address,  expressing  re- 
gret that  her  Majesty's  speech  contemplated 
no  measures  for  the  relief  of  suffering  in  Ire- 
laud  in  consequence  of  the  depression  in  trade 
and  agriculture,  particularly  through  facili- 
ties to  farm  laborers  for  obtaining  allotn)ent.s 
of  small  holdings  on  equitable  terms  (derisive- 
ly characterized  as  a  "three  acres  and  a  cow" 
measure).  Mr.  Gladstone  strongly  supported 
and  the  Marquis  of  Hartington  opposed  the 
amendment,  which  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  329 
to  250,  the  ayes  including  73  Parnellites  as  well 
as  Messrs.  Gladstone,  Chamberlain,  Dilke,  Tre- 
velyan,  Labouchere,  and  Bradlaugh.  The  fol- 
lowing day  the  Salisbury  Ministry  resigned, 
and  a  new  cabinet  Avas  announced  February  3, 
as  follows:  William  E.  Gladstone,  Prime  Min- 
ister and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ;  Sir  Far- 
rer  Ilerschell,  Lord  Higli  Chancellor :  Earl 
Spencer,  Lord  President  of  the  Council;  H.  C. 
E.  Childers,  Home  Secretary;  Earl  Rosebery, 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs;  Earl  Granville, 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies;  Earl  of  Kimberley, 
Secretary  for  India;  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
Secretary  for  War;  Sir  William  Vernon-Har- 
court.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  Marquis 
of  Eipon,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  Joseph 
Chamberlain,  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ;  George  Otto  Trevelyan,  Secretary 
for  Scotland;  A.  J.  Mundclla,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ;  Mr.  John  Morley,  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland. 

The  ''starving  mechanics"  of  London  held  a 
mass-meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  February  8. 
The  red  flag  was  waved,  and  a  resolution  was 
read  denouncing  the  existing  order  of  things, 
and  sunnnoning  Parliament  to  immediately  re- 
lieve the  distress  of  British  workmen.  A  riot 
followed,  and  the  police  charged  the  mob,  but 
were  i)ow^erless  to  overcome  them.  The  im- 
mense crow^l  spread  through  the  adjacent 
streets,  stoning  club-houses  and  dwellings, 
sacking  saloons,  and  smashing  window^s.  Sev- 
eral thousand  pounds'  worth  of  jewelry,  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  were  looted.  The  mob  dispersed  dur- 
ing the  evening  of  its  own  accord,  the  x>olice, 
however,  breaking  up  some  of  its  remnants. 

Emperor  William,  in  opening  the  Prussian 
Diet,  January  14,  said  :  "  I  am  grateful  for  the 
love  and  fidelity  of  my  people,  and  for  the  be- 
nevolent sympathy  which  has  been  extended 
to  me  from  foreign  countries.  Our  foreign  re- 
lations are  friendly,  and  support  fully  our  be- 
lief that  the  peace  of  Europe  is  sure  to  con- 
tinue." 

Prince  Bismarck,  in  the  debate  in  the  Prus- 
sian Landtag,  January  27,  on  the  expulsion  of 
the  Poles  from  Germany,  made  a  long  speech. 
He  said  the  primary  cause  of  the  government's 
action  was  the  disloyalty  of  the  Poles  to  the 
Prussian  crown.  They  were  const.antly  engaged 
in  intrigues  against  the  government,  and  had 


made  themselves  a  steady  annoyance  to  Prus- 
sia. By  acting  as  accomplices  of  the  opposi- 
tion in  the  German  Parliament  they  effected 
a  mnjority  against  the  government,  and  the 
crown  could  do  nothing  less  than  either  deny 
the  demands  of  such  a  majority,  or  else  destroy 
the  evil  element  which  made  the  majority  pos- 
sible. 

President  Gr6vy  has  signed  a  decree  grant- 
ing amnesty  to  persons  convicted  of  political 
oflenses  since  1870. — The  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  the  Chambers,  January  14,  said,  "Are- 
public  is  the  form  of  government  necessary  for 
France,  in  view  of  the  importance  and  divisions 
of  its  opponents." — M.  Le  Royer  was  re-elected 
President  of  the  French  Senate  by  a  majority 
of  24. 

DISASTERS. 

January  13. — Thirteen  men  killed  by  an  ex- 
plosion of  fire-damp  in  a  coal  mine  at  Almy, 
Wyoming. 

January  21. — Explosion  at  the  Orrel  Coal 
Company's  mines,  Newburg, West  Virginia,  kill- 
ing thirty-nine  men. 

February  15. — Eighteen  persons  drowned 
from  tlie  British  steamer  Douglass,  wrecked  at 
Swatow. 

OBITUARY. 

January  16. — In  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
Rev.  Henry  N.Hudson,  Shakespearean  scholar, 
aged  seventy- two  years. 

January  17. — In  France,  Paul  Jacques  Aim^ 
Baudry,  artist,  aged  fifty-seven  years. — In  It- 
aly, Amilcare  Ponchielli,  composer,  in  his  fifty- 
second  year. 

January  26. — In  Clinton  County,  Missouri, 
Hon.  David  R.  Atchison,  ex-United  States  Sen- 
ator, and  for  one  day  President  of  the  United 
States,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

January  30. — In  Paris,  France,  Armand  Bas- 
chet,  author,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 

January  31. — In  Washington,  D.  C,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Francis  Bayard,  wife  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

February  2. — In  Washington,  D.  C,  General 
David  Hunter,  U.S.A.,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 
— In  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  John  D.  Phil- 
brick,  LL.D.,  public  educator,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year. 

February  5. — In  Philadelphia,  George  T.  Lan- 
igan,  journalist,  aged  forty-eight  j^ears. 

February  7. — In  New  York  city,  Dr.  Alfred 
C.  Post,  in  his  eightj^-first  year. 

February  8. — In  Rome,  Italy,  Prince  Alexan- 
der Torlonia,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 

February  9.— At  Governor's  Island,  New  York 
Harbor,  General  WinfieldScottHancock,U.S. A., 
aged  sixty-two  years. — At  Seattle,Washington 
Territory,  John  G.  Thompson,  ex-Sergeant-at- 
Arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  aged 
fifty -three  years. 

February  10. — In  New  York  city,  Henry  J. 
Scudder,  lawyer,  in  his  sixty-first  year. 

February  12, — In  Utica,  New^  York,  Hon.  Ho- 
ratio Seymour,  ex-Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year. 


(Eiiitiir'iS  JOrimirr. 


THE  Drawer  referred  some  time  nf^o  to  the 
yoiniijj  mail  Avlio  is  one  day  to  be  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  desirability  of  his 
fitting  himself  for  this  position,  lint  ou  re- 
flection the  snl)ject  assumes  a  graver  aspect. 
What  the  yonng  man  ought  to  be  thinking  of 
is  his  ability  to  become  an  ex-President.  Any- 
body can  be  President  ^vho  gets  votes  enough: 
Hie  ability  to  get  the  votes  is  quite  distinct 
from  the  (lualilications  to  fill  the  office.  And 
when  a  man  is  in,  thanks  to  the  excellence  of 
our  machinery,  he  can  not  do  much  injury  in 
four  years,  except  to  himself  and  his  party. 
Moderate  ability  will  carry  him  through  re- 
spectably, lint  it  requires  a  great  man  to  be 
a  successful  ex-President.  The  office  of  Presi- 
dent is  a  very  exalted  one.  And  when  the  man 
lays  it  down  and  retires  and  stands  alone,  and 
people  compare  liim  with  the  position  he  has 
just  left,  he  must  have  very  large  proportions 
to  stand  the  comparison.  This  aspect  of  the 
case  has  not  been  enough  considered.  Men 
are  very  anxious  to  get  the  office,  and  their 
friends  push  them  for  it,  without  thinking  of 
the  figure  the  successful  man  may  make  when 
Ins  term  is  over.  The  fact  is  that  in  the  con- 
trast he  may  appear  much  more  insigni Meant 
than  if  he  had  remained  in  ])rivate  life.  There 
lias  been  a  great  deal  of  talk  lately  about  giv- 
ing the  ex-Presidents  a  ])ension  in  order  to 
place  them  in  a  position  of  dignity,  and  enable 
them  to  maintain  something  of  the  state  the 
])eople  have  been  accustomed  to  see  them  in. 
It  has  been  often  remarked  that  a  king  out 
of  business  becomes  an  object  of  compnssion, 
even  if  he  liars  invested  money  in  foreign  funds. 
Nothing  but  the  possession  of  great  qualities 
can  snve  him  from  contempt.  It  is  so  with  an 
ex-Prjsident.  The  practical  suggestion  to  be 
made,  therefore,  is  that  the  young  man  to  whom 
Ave  have  alluded  should  fit  himself  to  be  an  ex- 
President.  If  he  can  not  attain  the  character 
and  the  qualities  needed  for  that,  he  may  be 
sure  that  the  office  of  President  will  be  but  a 
hollow  satisfaction. 


It  is  getting  to  be  very  embarrassing,  this 
civilization,  especially  to  women.  We  are  ac- 
cumulating so  much,  our  establishments  are 
becoming  so  complicated,  that  daily  life  is  an 
effort.  There  are  too  many  "things."  Our 
houses  are  getting  to  be  museums.  A  house 
iiow^  is  a  library,  an  art  gallery,  a  bric-d,-brac 
shop,  a  furniture  Avarehonse,  a  crockery  store, 
combined.  It  is  a  great  establishment  run  for 
the  benefit  of  servants,  plumbers,  furnace-men, 
grocers,  tinkers.  Regarded  in  one  light,  it  is  a 
very  interesting  place,  and  in  another,  it  is  an 
eleemosynary  institution.  Wc  are  accustom- 
ed to  consider  it  a  mark  of  high  civilization; 
that  is  to  say,  the  more  complicated  and  over- 
loaded we  nuike  our  domestic  lives,  the  more 
civilized  Ave  regard  ourselves.     Now  perhaps 


Ave  are  on  the  wrong  track  altogether.  Per- 
liaps  the  way  to  high  civilization  is  toward 
simplicity  and  disentanglement,  so  that  the 
human  being  will  be  less  a  slave  to  his  sur- 
roundings and  impedimenta,  an<l  have  more 
leisure  for  his  own  cultivation  ami  enjoyment. 
Perhai)s  life  on  much  simpler  terms  than  we 
now  carry  it  on  with  Avould  be  on  a  really 
higher  plane.  We  have  been  looking  at  some 
picturi's  of  Jai)anese  dwellings,  interiors.  How 
simple  they  are!  how  little  furniture  or  adorn- 
ment! how  few  "things"  to  care  for  and  be  anx- 
ious about!  Now  the  Japanese  are  a  very  an- 
cient people.  They  are  people  of  high  breeding, 
pcdish,  refinement.  They  are  in  some  respects 
like  the  Chinese,  who  have  passed  through 
ages  and  cycles  of  experience,  worn  out  about 
all  the  philosophies  and  religions  then  on, 
and  come  out  on  the  other  side  of  everything. 
They  have  learned  to  take  things  rather  eas- 
ily, not  to  fret,  and  to  get  on  Avithout  a  great 
many  encumbrances  that  we  still  wearily  carry 
along.  When  we  look  at  tin?  Japanese  houses 
and  at  their  comparatively  simple  life,  are  we 
warranted  in  saying  that  they  are  behind  us  in 
civilization?  May  it  not  be  true  that  they 
have  lived  through  allonr  exi>erieiice,and  come 
down  to  an  easy  modus  riroidi?  They  may 
have  had  their  bric-a-brac  period,  their  over- 
loaded-establishment  age,  their  various  measles 
stages  of  civilization, before  they  reached  a  con- 
dition in  which  life  is  a  comparatively  simple 
affair.  This  thought  must  strike  any  one  Avho 
sees  the  i)resent  Japanese  craze  in  this  coun- 
try. Foi-,  instead  of  adopting  the  Jai)anese 
simplicity  in  our  dwellings,  we  are  adding  the 
Japanese  eccentricities  to  our  other  accumula- 
tions of  odds  and  ends  from  all  creation,  and 
increasing  the  incongruity  and  the  conqdica- 
tion  of  our  daily  life.  What  a  helpless  being 
is  the  housewife  in  the  midst  of  her  treasures! 
The  Drawer  has  had  occasion  to  speak  lately 
of  the  recent  enthusiasm  in  this  country  for 
the  "  cultivation  of  the  mind."  It  has  become 
almost  a  fashion.  Clubs  are  formed  for  this 
express  purpose.  But  what  chance  is  there 
for  it  ill  the  increasing  anxieties  of  our  more 
and  more  involved  and  overloaded  domestic 
life  ?  Suppose  Ave  have  clubs — Japanese  clubs 
they  might  be  called — for  the  simplification  of 
our  dwellings  and  for  getting  rid  of  ninch  of 
our  embarrassing  mencKje!  ■ 


Stephen  A.Douglas,  in  his  campaign  against 
Lincoln,  spoke  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  Old 
Rube  was  an  attentive  listener.  Afterward  he 
Avas  asked  what  he  thought  of  the  speech. 

"Dat  was  heaby  doctrine,"  said  he — "  de 
heabiest  kind  ob  doctrine.  But  dar  was  lots 
ob  ign'ant  folks  dar,  Mr.  Hall,  dat  didn't  un- 
derstand dat  doctrine — not  a  bit  ob  it.  Dey 
didn't  understand  it,  Mr.  Hall,  no  moro'u  you 
did." 


^\s 


\ 


816 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


PLANTATION  CHARCOALS. 

THE    THAKCE. 

Jolm  Giis  was  emotional  and  religious.  A 
prayer-meetiiig  stimulated  bis  spiritual  nature 
beyond  bodily  endurance.  One  of  tbese  bappy 
seasons  was  generally  followed  by  a  trance,  in 
wbicb  state  Jobn  Gus  bad  visions  of  beaven 
and  bell,  for  be  visited  eitber  jdace  witb  equal 
facility.  His  reply  to  my  greeting  one  morn- 
ing was  ratber  startling,  and  bis  baggard 
appearance  was  quite  confirmatory  of  bis 
words. 

*•  I  ain't  feelin'so  well  dis  mornin*.  tbank'ee, 
doctor.  I  went  to  bell  las'  uigbt.  Yassir,  I 
was  dere,  sbo." 

'•Wbat  did  you  see  tbere  ?  Meet  any  of 
yonr  acquaintance  T' 

'•  Yas  indeed,  sir.  Seed  tbree  or  fo'  overseers 
I  knowed,  an'  old  Sauk  was  dere  a-plougbin*.'* 
Old  Sauk  was  a  mule  noted  for  bis  indomi- 
table will  and  nimbleness  of  beels. 

"And  wbat  was  it  like  down  tbere.  Jobn 
Gusr 

"Well,  doctor,  dis  de  way  it  was.  'Peared 
like  dere  was  a  great  big  jimmyjobn.  an'  yon 
batter  ride  down  a  long  lane,  wbicb  is  de  neck 
o'  de  jimmyjobn.  an'  vou  ride  a  boss  wbat  seem 
like  it  gwine  stumble,  an'  yet  it  don't — jes 
oneasy  like,  you  know.  Wben  yon  git  ter  de 
en'  de  lane,  yon  go  plum  over  dat  boss  bead, 
an'  you  drap  down  de  bottom  o'  dat  jimmy- 
jobn. wbicb  is  red-bot.  Ah' dere's  a  man  an' 
a  great  big  dog  name  Ranger,  an'  be  set  Ranger 
on  yon.  an'  yon  can't  git  ont'n  de  way.  An' 
dere  was  red-bot  cotton  fiel's,  an*  red-bot  men 
a-plongbin*  re<l-bot  mules.  An'  yon  plongb 
an'  you  plongb  clean  till  Sa'day  nigbt.  an'  you 
don'  res'  Sunday  nntber,  'case  all  dera  asbes  got 
ter  be  tooken  ont'n  de  way.  an'  Monday  you 
got  ter  begin  dat  red-bot  plongbiu'  agin.  An' 
you  look  up  an'  git  a  glimp  o'  bebben  tboo  de 
neck  o'  de  jimmyjobn,  an'  you  see  dem  angels 
a-flym'frum  cberry-beam  to  cberry-beam.bold- 
in'  little  wbite  books  in  dey  ban's,  an'  settiu' 
on  de  cberry-beam  jes  wbar  you  can  see  'em, 
singin'  ont'n  de  little  wbite  books.  An'  dere 
dey  is,  aggervatin'  yo'  soul,  an'  you  never  kin 
git  out  no  mo'  ever  an'  ever.  O  Lord,  be  mer- 
ciful onto  me !'' 

A  groan  of  agony  forbade  any  levity,  even 
thougb  Jobn  Gus  converted  tbe  blissful  cberu- 
bim  into  cherry-beams. 

Not  long  ago  one  of  tbe  men  from  tbe  plan- 
tation came  to  see  **  missy*'  on  business.  Wben 
this  bad  been  attended  to.  be  lingered  as  if  be 
bad  sometbing  more  on  bis  mind. 

'•Well,  Sam.  anything  else  T' 

Sam  shuffled  deprecatingly  from  one  foot  to 
the  other.  "  Yon  see.  missy,  I  don't  never  like 
to  make  complaints,  but  tbere  is  some  gwines 
on  I  know  you  wouldn'  like." 

'•Well.Avhatr 

'•  Bad  langidge,  missy,  while  we  all's  washiu' 
op." 


••  Washing  up  wbat  ?" 

•Jes  washiu'  up,  you  know,  missy — icashin' 
up  de  Zrtirrf.'' 

••Missy"  could  not  help  an  exclamation  and 
a  laugh.  She  is  not  often  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand tbese  her  intimate  friends,  but  this  time 
she  bad  to  acknowledge  that  she  was  taken 
by  surprise. 

Sam  was  quite  embarrassed,  and  said,  apolo- 
getically, *•  You  know  I  always  was  thick- 
tonjrned,  missy." 

His  landlady  indulged  in  no  further  levity. 
'•  You  are  perfectly  right,  Sam.  It  is  against 
the  law  for  any  religious  assembly  to  be  dis- 
turbed in  their  worship,  and  I  can  allow  no 
such  conduct  on  tbe  place.'' 

Armed  with  "  missy's"  anthority,  Sam  went 
back  to  tbe  plantation  to  rebuke  sinners  more 
faithfully  than  ever. 

I  must  now  introduce  Aunt  Clary  Brown. 
She  comes  up  from  the  plantation  occasionally 

to  remind  M that  she  once  bad  the  honor 

to  be  her  nurse,  one  of  the  renowned  twenty. 
These  women  who  belonged  to  "old  marse's 
time"  bestow  upon  their  present  landlady  the 
remarkable  title  of  '•  Babe."  Tbis  is  done  in 
tbe  spirit  of  devoted  loyalty,  and  the  distinc- 
tion is  borne  with  simple  dignity  as  an  evi- 
dence of  afi'ection.  Dressed  gorgeously  in  a 
yellow  spotted  calico,  with  a  hat  of  remark- 
able style  set  on  top  of  her  ••  bead-bankercher." 
Aunt  Clary  wends  her  way  from  tbe  kitchen, 
through  tbe  dining-room,  and  across  tbe  wide 
ball  into  her  lady's  apartment.  She  treads 
ratber  gingerly  upon  tbe  soft  carpet,  and  re- 
traces her  steps  to  the  mat  at  tbe  door  to  make 
sure  that  the  sand  has  been  rubbed  from  her 

ample  shoes.     M meets  her  with  extended 

hand. 

••  How  yon  do.  Babe  ?  I  'clare  you  looks 
right  i>eart.''  Her  fat  cheeks  seem  to  fold 
back  to  make  way  for  wide-spreading  smiles. 

M asiiures  her  of  her  good  health,  etc.. 

and  then  begins  to  retnru  Aunt  Clary's  com- 
plimentary interest.  How  is  her  cotton  turn- 
ing out?  what  is  the  state  of  supplies?  and  bow 
is  the  mare  ?  Aunt  Clary  is  very  proud  of  her 
mar.  as  she  calls  that  meek-looking  creature 
upon  which  depends  her  year's  i)loughing. 

All  questions  having  been  answered,  Aunt 
Clary  Avobbles  about  uneasily,  not  knowing 
bow  to  end  the  interview  gracefully. 

M puts  a  x>€riod  to  it  by  handing  her  a 

silver  dollar.  '•  Here.  Aunt  Clary,  take  tbis 
dollar  and  bny  yourself  a  j>resent." 

Aunt  Clary's  illuminated  countenance  breaks 
into  a  succession  of  smiles,  but  a  curious  shad- 
ow falls  upon  it  as  she  says:  "Thankee.  Babe. 
I'm  gwine  take  dis  dollar  an'  put  a  quarter  to 
it,  an'  Pm  gwine  git  me  a  black  dress,  and  I'm 
gwine  mon'n  fer  Dick.  I  misses  dat  nigger." 
Tears  trickle  down  her  black  fiice.  "I  ^lin'c 
got  uster  doin'  dont  him  yit.  Me  an'  Dick 
had  one  ner  all  dese  years,  an'  wben  I  sets 
down  to  eat  my  corn-bread  an'  bacon,  I  feels 
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lonesome.  We  liad  one  iier  sence  we  was  cliil- 
liiii.  We  never  had  no  better  sense,  an'  I'm 
gwine  moii'n  fer  Dick."  The  copious  shower 
of  tears  is  wiped  away  on  the  back  of  lier  fat 
hand  and  the  corner  of  lier  ginghain  apron, 
and  sunshine  at  once  returns.  "I  bin  allers 
uster  havin'  a  man,  an'  I  don'  know  how  to  oit 
on  dout  a  man.  I  wants  a  nigger  to  plough  fer 
me.  Nex'  time  you  sees  me,  liabe,  I  spec  I  be 
married." 

With  a  radiant  good-l)y  tlie  hopeful  widow 
goes  on  her  way  to  mourn  for  Dick.        S.  D. 


A  great  many  excellent  people  think  that 
man  is  losing  caste  in  this  country,  and  tliat 
the  argument  is  all  in  favor  of  the  superiority 
of  the  female  sex.  It  may  comfort  such  peo- 
ple to  read  the  argument  of  a  colored  woman 
on  the  other  side.  The  document  is  a  genuine 
one,  and  the  colored  sister's  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  man  as  man  is  refreshing  and  encour- 
aging: 

Essay  on  the  Resolve  question,  that  xMau  is 
more  Beneficial  to  the  world,  the  Lord  made 
Adam,  and  afterwards,  he  made  Eve,  and  there- 
fore I  think  if  the  women  had  been  more  prof- 
itable the  Lord  would  have  Created  woman 
first,  if  it  ware  not  for  the  gentlemen  I  think 
there  would  be  no  Laws  for  People  to  Live  un- 
der nor  the  law  never  would  have  Been  past 
that  a  Person  Should  be  hung  for  Murdering 
another.  So  therefore  I  think  there  \vould  be 
very  much  Murder.  Ware  it  not  for  the  gen- 
tlemen I  think  there  would  be  no  voting,  the 
gentlemans  voting  Causeth  us  to  have  Presi- 
dents that  make  Laws  for  us  to  live  under, 
and  to  have  congressmans.  Ware  it  not  for 
the  jeutlemau  we  would  have  no  nice  Roads 
to  travel,  if  we  walked  wo  would  very  often 
Stumble  and  i^erhaps  fall.  By  the  laws  of  the 
jeutlemau  the  president  the  Roads  are  nicel^^ 
prepared  for  us  to  travel  ware  it  not  for  the  jeu- 
tlemau Some  of  us  Probaly  would  Be  in  very 
much  nead  for  w^ater  there  might  be  no  Spring 
in  Convenience  we  would  nead  a  well  and  who 
Should  dig  it.  Should  the  Lady  take  the  pick- 
axe and  Dig  the  well  no  nobody  But  the  jeu- 
tlemau Ware  a  Person  to  Be  Baptized  Should  a 
Lady  Baptize  them.  I  think  it  would  Be  very 
peculiarly  to  See  a  Lady  Baptizing  or  Diging 
a  well  or  Diging  a  Grave.  O  no  it  needs  the 
jeutlemau  to  Do  this  I  am  sure  that  there  is 
not  a  Lad}^  in  this  house  that  would  like  to 
Do  Either  of  these.  Ware  it  not  for  the  jeu- 
tlemau there  would  be  But  very  little  Preach- 
ing altheau  I  have  heard  of  Ladies  preaching 
But  I  am  sure  thay  would  not  take  the  Reso- 
lution that  the  jeutlemau  takes  to  go  to  far- 
ther Countries  to  preach  the  gospel  to  hea- 
then ers.,  Moreover  there  might  Be  no  Ships 
to  sail  across  the  great  Ocean  to  Cary  them 
For  I  am  sure  that  Ladies  do  not  Build  Ships. 
Neither  are  Ladies  the  Ruler  of  Ships,  ware 
it  not  for  the  jeutlemau  I  think  there  would 
Be  scarcely  any  produce  to  be  had^  there  would 


be  but  few  Ladies  that  would  be  Farmers,  and 
Avare  it  not  for  the  farmers  there  would  be 
scarcely  any  Dry  gods,  only  that  produced  by 
the  Wool  that  grows  on  the  Sheeps  Backs  and 
tliat  produced  By  the  Sik  Avorm  and  the  flax 
plant,  and  velvet  and  could  But  few  people 
Avear  that,  for  it  would  Be  A^ery  Precious  and 
I  think  it  Avould  be  very  Dear,  tlierefore  cotton 
makes  the  most  excellent  goods,  that  is  the 
most  useful  gods,  and  ware  it  not  for  the  farm- 
er jeiitlenuin  there  would  not  very  much  be 
made.  Moreover  I  think  there  Avould  be  But 
very  fcAv  ladies  that  would  have  the  Resolu- 
tion to  Cut  and  Mall  and  Grub  and  Plow  and 
Reap  and  to  attend  horses  and  cattle  Especial 
Avlien  Snow  is  on  the  Grown,  how  mony  Ladies 
are  here  that  can  say  with  clear  Evidence  thay 
Avould  I  am  not  under  the  least  Doubt  that 
there  is  not  one  I  think  the  Ladies  Avould 
scarcely  make  out  to  pay  thare  taxes  By  Farm- 
ing that  is  if  thay  had  any  to  pay  Ware  it  not 
for  the  jentlemeu  Avho  Avould  prepapare  all 
those  fine  Buildings  all  the  houses  in  the  Cit- 
ties  I  think  it  Avould  be  very  much  Curiosity 
to  see  a  Lady  Building  upon  a  house.  And  all 
those  great  Macinaries  Such  as  Saw  Mills  Griss 
Mills  thrashing  machines  should  ladies  rule 
them.  Ware  it  not  for  the  Saw  Mills  we  would 
ha\'e  no  indecent  houses  to  liv^e  in  we  Avould 
have  to  live  on  Dirt  flowers  as  those  of  old 
times.  Ware  it  not  for  the  jentlemen  Sick 
patience  Avould  very  often  be  lost  for  this 
Cause,  the  patience  might  get  Avorse  in  the 
night,  the  Lady  being  a  fraid  to  go  for  the 
Doctor  the  Patience  Might  Be  lost,  or  Proba- 
ly the  Doctor  Being  a  lad3^  and  having  Been 
Sent  for  in  the  Day  and  perhaps  might  not  Be 
at  home.  Wheu  she  gets  home  it  might  be  so 
Dark  that  she  would  be  a  fraid  to  come,  the 
poor  patience  might  Be  Lost.  Now  for  the 
jeutlemau — the  gentleman  Being  not  afraid 
(if)  it  should  be  night  Right  out  for  the  Doc- 
tor he  goes  now  had  it  not  been  for  the  jeu- 
tlemau that  patience  might  have  been  lost. 
Moreover  who  should  cary  our  mail  through 
the  Countries  Avhere  there  is  no  trains,  a  Lady 
would  Do  A^ery  Avell  in  the  Day  time  But  Avhen 
night  comes  all  Done  just  Avhere  night  catch 
them  all  a  lone,  there  thay  Avould  stop.  So 
Ave  could  not  Avell  do  Avithout  the  gentlemen, 
and  I  think  they  Avould  never  starve  on  ac- 
count of  Being  to  Lazy  to  prepare  their  own 
food. 

Jesus  Avas  a  man  and  he  Died  for  us  all. 
luid  it  not  Been  for  the  Lord  Avhere  might  Ave 
have  Been.  

The  popular  Governor  of  one  of  the  States 
was  colonel  of  a  regiment,  and  Avas  leading 
his  men  in  the  celebrated  charge  at  Malvern 
Hill,  Avheu  a  rabbit  broke  from  the  brush  in 
front  of  the  regiment  and  made  briskly  to  the 
rear.  The  Governor  looked  after  it  longingly 
a  moment,  and  then  cried  out,  "Go  it,  Molly 
Cotton-tail;  if  I  hadn't  a  reputation  to  sustain^ 
I'd  like  to  join  you." 
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"  CUT,  CUT  BEHIND  :" 
Vhen  shnow  und  ice  vas  on  der  ground. 

Und  merry  sbleigh-bells  shinj:le  ; 
Vhen  Shack  Frost  he  vas  peen  around, 

Und  makes  mine  oldt  ears  tingle— 
I  liear  dliose  roguish  gamuts  say, 

"  Let  shoy  pe  unconfined  !" 
Und  dhen  dhey  go  for  efry  shleigh, 

Und  yell,  "Cut,  cut  pehind  :" 

It  makes  me  shust  feel  young  some  more, 

To  hear  dhose  youngsters  yell, 
Und  eef  I  don'd  vas  shtiff  und  sore, 

Py  shiiigs  1  I  shust  vould— veil, 
Vhen  some  oldt  pung  vas  coomiu'  py, 

I  dink  I'd  feel  inclined 
To  shump  righdt  in  ubon  der  shly, 

Und  shout,  ••  Cut,  cut  pehind  T' 

I  mind  me  vot  mine  fader  said 

Vonce,  vhen  I  vas  a  poy, 
Mit  meeschief  alvays  in  mine  head, 

Und  fool  off  life  und  shoy : 
"Now,  Hans,  keep  off  der  shleighs,"  says  he, 

"Or  else  shust  bear  in  mind, 
"I  dake  you  righdt  across  mine  knee, 

Und  cut,  cut,  cut  pehind  1" 


Veil,  dot  vas  years  und  years  ago, 

Und  mine  young  Yawcob,  too, 
Vas  now  shkydooilling  droo  der  shnow, 

Shust  like  I  used  to  do  ; 
Und  vhen  der  pungs  coom  py  mine  house, 

I  shust  peeks  droo  der  plind, 
Und  sings  oudt,  "Gt)  id,  Yawcob  Strauss, 

Cut,  cut,  cut,  cut  pehind  I" 

Charles  Follex  Adams. 


Poor  old  Aunt  Polly  ^vas  passing  awny. 
Her  (laughter,  best  known  as  Younj;  I'olly, 
though  she  looked  every  day  as  oUl  as  her 
mother,  and  twice  as  capable,  liad  mused  her 
faithfully,  received  her  last  directions,  and, 
Avhen  she  could  do  no  more,  stood  by  the  bed, 
hoping  that  the  apparently  unconscious  avo- 
mau  might  recognize  her  once  more.  Sudden- 
ly her  mother's  face  brightened  and  her  eyes 
opened.  The  daughter  bent  eagerly  forward, 
and  the  ^vholc  neighborhood,  who  were  in  at- 
tendance, as  is  customary  in  such  cases,  drew 
back  as  silently  as  possible.  ''l*olly,  always 
keep  hot  water  on  the  stove,  won't  yon  f "  said 
the  old  lady,  feebly  ;  and  then  she  was  gone. 


SARCASM. 

The  Major.  "Now.  then,  what's  the  matter  there?" 

BuGLKR  Simmons.  "  Bes  pardon,  sir.  but  T  don't  like  to  ride  this  horse." 

The  Major  (politely).  "  Really  I    Sorry,  Mr.  Simmons,  but  the  regulations  don't  provide  barouches  for 
battery  buglers." 
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THE  LONDON  SEASON. 


TO  give  a  definition  of  the  London  sea- 
son that  would  satisfy  a  West  End 
lady  and  inform  an  inquiring  Oriental  is 
not  an  easy  task.  The  difficulty  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  "season"  is  not,  like 
other  seasons,  limited  by  fixed  dates,  nor 
is  it  the  season  of  any  one  thing  in  partic- 
ular. The  grouse  season  and  the  oyster 
season  begin  and  end  on  certain  days,  and 
if  a  respectable  person  is  seen  pointing  a 
gun  at  a  grouse,  or  eating  an  oyster,  we 
may  infer  that  one  or  other  of  these  is  pre- 
vailing. But  neither  the  beginning  nor 
the  end  of  the  London  season  is  marked 
in  the  almanac,  and  of  the  more  import- 
ant facts  exhibited  during  its  continuance 
there  is  none  which  will  supply  a  test  of 
the  sort  just  described.  It  is  not  especial- 
ly the  dancing  season,  the  riding-in-the- 
Row  season,  the  Parliamentary  season, 
the  drum  season,  the  bazar  season,  or  the 
garden-party  season,  but  the  season  of  all 
combined.  These  things  are  not  born 
with  it  and  do  not  die  with  it,  but  may  be 
said  to  flourish  with  it,  in  the  sense  that 
painters  are  said  to  flourish  irrespective  of 
the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths. 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  treatise  cannot  be 
begun  in  the  good  old  way  with  definition, 
we  must  go  on  to  description  without  it. 
This  description  must  of  necessity  be  kept 
to  the  more  characteristic  features  of  the 
subject.  Neither  will  its  limits  leave  room 
for  much  tracing  of  cause  and  effect,  or 
remarking  upon  "ought  and  ought  not." 
Our  work  is  a  sketch  merely,  and  will  not 
bear  these  strong  touches.  A  bit  of  this 
sort  of  color  may  perhaps  be  put  in  here 
and  there  to  prevent  over-sameness,  just 
as  figures  in  blue  and  scarlet  are  some- 
times taken  from  "kings'  houses"  to  adorn 
the  foreground  of  a  common  landscape. 

The  origin  of  "the  season"  has  been  the 
subject  of  many  and  varying  theories. 
The  politician  imagines  it  to  have  grown 


up  round  the  sittings  of  Parliament,  a 
sort  of  flowering  creeper  on  the  edifice  of 
British  liberty.  The  man  of  science  con- 
siders it  a  development  of  the  nesting  time. 
The  shopkeeper  would  (if  he  had  ever 
heard  of  them)  regard  it  as  a  relic  of  the 
old  St.  James's  and  St.  Bartholomew's 
fairs.  In  the  eye  of  the  debutante  it  is  a 
remnant  of  the  golden  age. 

In  all  probability  "the  season"  had  its 
rise  in  the  gayeties  of  the  royal  court,  and 
its  place  in  space  and  time  was  first  deter- 
mined by  the  habitation  and  movements 
of  that  body.  The  place  of  "the  season" 
as  it  exists  for  us  is  now  fixed,  and  does 
not  change  to  Windsor  or  York  with  the 
aula  regis.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  calam- 
ity if  it  were  otherwise.  The  imagination 
can  hardly  figure  King's  Cross  Station  if 
"the  season"  had  to  transport  itself  in  the 
month  of  May  to  the  metropolis  of  the 
north.  Fortunately  nowadays  the  vortex 
of  fashion  revolves  round  a  fixed  point. 
That  point  is  Mayfair.  No  one  would 
think  of  saying  it  was  "the  season"  in  the 
Strand. 

The  time  of  "the  season,"  as  has  been 
said  before,  is  not  so  easy  to  mark  out  as 
its  locality.  Theoretically  "the  season" 
begins  after  Easter,  but  not  always  actual- 
ly, any  more  than  spring  always  actually 
begins  on  the  21st  of  March.  It  is  true 
that  balls  and  dinners  and  other  signs  of 
"the  season"  often  appear  before  Easter, 
just  as  in  a  warm  year  we  may  get  a  taste 
of  spring  before  the  March  east  winds. 
And  as  that  chance  visitation  of  warmth 
is  exceptionally  sweet,  so  these  early  par- 
ties are  distinguished  by  a  good-fellow- 
ship that  is  wanting  later  on  in  the  year. 
But  however  pleasant  they  may  be,  no 
one  would  think  of  calling  the  period  in 
which  they  occur  "the  season."  Just  in 
the  same  way  the  end  of  "the  season" 
has   a   certain  indefiniteness.      Its   light 
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begins  to  pale  after  the  Eton  and  Harrow 
match,  about  the  12th  or  15th  July.  Tliere 
is  often,  however,  a  flaming  sunset  in  the 
week  before  Goodwood  races,  which  are 
run  at  tlie  end  of  the  month.  With  Good- 
wood the  season  practically  comes  to  an 
end,  and  by  the  12tli  of  August  is  not  only 
dead,  but  buried.  These  dates  will  show 
how  little  accuracy  tliere  is  in  the  general 
idea  that  the  time  of  the  season  is  connect- 
ed with  that  of  the  Parliamentary  session. 
It  would  probably  l^e  nearer  the  truth  to 
connect  the  dates  of  both  with  the  periods 
of  certain  sports  and  pastimes  which  are 
all -important  in  determining  the  move- 
ments of  that  leisured  class  which  have 
hitherto  given  the  time  both  to  Parliament- 
ary and  social  life.  The  fact  is  that  the 
practically  minded  Briton  does  not  like  to 
confess  that  he  moves  his  household  for 
some  months  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
a  series  of  balls,  dinners,  and  drums.      He 


prefers  to  think  that  this  migration  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  despatch  of  public  or  pri- 
vate business.  In  the  same  way,  if  he- 
comes  to  London  for  a  day  or  two's  amuse- 
ment in  winter,  he  always  persuades  him- 
self that  the  journey  is  undertaken  to  have- 
his  hair  cut. 

A  season,  in  the  words  of  Webster,  is 
so  called  with  reference  to  "  its  fitness  for 
anything  contemplated  or  done."'  The 
things  contemplated  or  done  in  *'the  Lon- 
don season"  may  be  termed  generically,  in 
the  language  of  the  press,  ''fashionable 
arrangements."  Any  one  taking  up  the 
Morning  Post  on  a  Monday  can  read  a 
list  of  them  for  the  ensuing  week.  He 
will  see  that  if  he  chooses  he  can  in  the 
next  day  or  two  attend  "balls,''  "mission 
meetings,''  "small  musics,''  "sales  of 
dolls,"  " promenade  shows,"  "receptions," 
"scientific  lectures."  "cricket  matches," 


bazars, 
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"  afternoons,"      "  concerts," 
' '  charities, '' '  *  shooting  at  tbe- 
clay  or  real  pigeon,''  "dra- 
matic    matinees,"    "  polo," 
"races."  or  "musical  soirees- 
in  the  East  End.'' 

Some  of  these  "arrange- 
ments" are  private,  and  can 
only  be  attended  on  invita- 
tion :  others  are  open  to  all. 
There  is  also  a  third  class, 
such  as  the  bazar  or  chari- 
table concert,  which  is  pub- 
lic on  one  side  and  private  on 
the  other.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enjoy  an  unfettered 
selection  from  the  list  be- 
fore him.  the  person  above 
mentioned  must  be  what  is 
called  "in  society.''  This 
status  can  be  attained  by  any 
man  whatever  who  possesses- 
a  suit  of  evening  clothes  and 
a  fair  amount  of  manners. 
Such  a  one  will  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  an  invita- 
tion to  an  ordinary  dance  in 
the  less  fashionable  circles. 
Once  there,  he  must  get  in- 
troduced to  one  or  two  of 
the  matrons  present  who 
stand  highest  on  the  social 
ladder,  and.  if  possible,  have 
ugly  daughters.  He  must 
dance,  or  pretend  to  dance, 
assiduously  with  the  chil- 
dren, and  take  the  mothers 
themselves  to  supper.    If  one- 
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of  the  latter  gives  a  dance 
herself,  or  is  asked  for  men's 
names  by  a  friend,  the  aspi- 
rant will  not  be  forgotten, 
and  will  get  his  name  down 
on  a  "list."  He  has  then 
merely  to  continue  this  pro- 
cess as  he  rises  in  the  world, 
with  a  proper  devotion  to 
leaving  cards,  calls,  etc.,  and 
in  a  couple  of  years  no  ball 
or  drum  will  be  inaccessible 
to  him. 

With  w^omen  it  is  differ- 
ent. Should  tliey  be  neither 
fast,  beautiful,  nor  rich,  they 
will  find  the  steps  of  "high 
life"  hard  to  climb.  Those 
who  come  under  this  descrip- 
tion will  have  no  difficulty. 
If  they  are  in  the  first  cate- 
gory, which,  in  spite  of  cer- 
tain morbid  writers,  is  still 
rare  in  England,  they  may 
get  taken  up  by  some  no- 
bleman or  great  personage, 
when  they  will  become  fash- 
ionable in  a  particular  set, 
and  be  invited  to  the  "frisky 
matron"  balls.  But  the  au- 
gust mothers  of  society  will 
look  coldly  on  them,  and 
they  will  pine  in  vain  for 
invitations  to  the  old  estab- 
lished houses.  Beauty,  if 
accompanied  by  sobriety,  can  gain  admis- 
sion to  any  portal.  If  without  encum- 
brances in  the  shape  of  parents  w^ho  wish 
to  "go  out"  too,  some  energetic  matron 
with  no  daughters  of  a  ball-going  age  will 
run  the  new  "belle."  If  there  is  an  am- 
bitious papa  or  mamma,  the  process  is 
more  uncertain.  The  fair  maiden  having 
been  first  seen  at  a  place  of  public  enter- 
tainment, some  enterprising  woman,  ob- 
serving a  chance  of  making  her  parties 
talked  about,  will  send  the  stranger  a 
card  of  invitation,  mother  and  all.  If  she 
should  be  a  success  —  an  event  impossi- 
ble to  predict,  for  the  canon  of  beauty  ap- 
plied by  society  is  varying  and  inexplica- 
ble— no  entertainment  ivill  be  considered 
complete  without  her,  and  rich  and  great 
will  tumble  over  each  other  in  their  civil- 
ities to  her  show-man  or  show-woman  as 
the  case  may  be. 

The  method  by  which  the  rich  climb  the 
ladder  can  easily  be  described.  In  the  first 
place,  they  must  give  a  ball  and  secure  the 
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patronage  of  some  lady  within  the  charm- 
ed circle  of  the  grand  monde.  She  will 
probably  be  not  very  far  within,  perhaps 
the  wife  of  a  baronet  or  an  Irish  peer. 
This  patroness  sends  out  the  invitations 
with  her  own  compliments  to  all  persons 
on  her  own  list,  and  to  many  who  are  not 
on,  but  who  she  thinks  will  come.  She 
extols,  morning,  noon,  and  night,  the  in- 
tegrity of  her  proteges,  and  the  splendors 
of  the  coming  entertainment.  She  lets  her 
female  friends  know  that  the  decoration 
of  the  front  landing  A\ill  cost  £700,  her 
male  acquaintances  that  £1000  will  be  spent 
on  the  supper.  The  first  attempt  will  very 
likely  be  a  partial  failure.  Few  ' '  smart" 
people  will  appear;  the  guests  will  sneer 
at  the  host  instead  of  dancing  with  the 
daughters.  But  they  will  see  the  front 
landing,  eat  the  supper,  and  talk  about 
both  afterward.  Consequently  when  in 
a  short  time  a  second  ball  is  announced, 
there  will  be  a  rush  for  invitations;  the 
donors  will  receive  cards  from  all  quarters 
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themselves,  and  may  be  considered  lience- 
forth  "in  society."  The  process  is,  how- 
ever, an  expensive  one,  and  has  to  be  kept 
lip  to  some  extent  annually,  lest  the  aspi- 
rants fall  from  their  high  estate. 

Thus  much  for  "getting  into  society.'' 
It  will  now  be  advisable  to  see  of  wliat 
elements  society,  as  relates  to  "the  sea- 
son," is  composed.  To  begin  with,  there 
are  the  ordinary  votaries  of  pleasure,  who 
are  ready  to  attend  any  "fashionable  ar- 
rangement" from  Easter  to  Goodwood. 
Of  tliis  genus  by  far  the  most  numerous, 
important,  and  indefatigable  individual  is 
the  ordinary  "girl"  and  her  mother — for 
as  regards  "the  season"  these  two  persons 
may  be  treated  as  one.  The  young  lad}^ 
and  her  mother  mostly  belong  to  West 
End  families,  either  to  those  of  the  rich 
and  great  who  give  parties,  or  to  those  of 
the  smaller  fry  who  only  go  to  tliem. 
Secondly,  there  are  the  "frisky-  matrons." 
This  element  is  supplied  by  the  young 
married  couples  having  separate  establish- 
ments, of  various  degrees  of  luxury,  but 
usually  living  in  small  houses,  and  doing 
no  entertainment  themselves  except  "lit- 
tle dinners."  Thirdly,  living  in  the  upper 
rooms  of  the  family  mansions,  great  and 
small,  lodging  in  St.  James  Street  for  ex- 
travagance, or  South  Kensington  for  econ- 
omy, there  is  the  crowd  of  what  may  be 
called  generically  "young  men."  The 
"young  man's"  age  ranges  from  fifteen 
to  fift}^.  His  income  varies  from  nothing 
to  anything.  He  is  in  every  kind  of  pro- 
fession, with  every  degree  of  failure  and 
success.  He  may  be  entering  the  very 
outer  circle  of  the  great  world,  the  member 
of  an  insignificant  club,  embalming  one  or 
two  cards  of  invitation  in  his  looking-glass 
for  months;  or  he  may  be  jaded  with  suc- 
cess, with  his  waste-paper  basket  full  of 
confidential  notes  written  on  the  letter- 
X^aper  of  great  houses. 

These  three  classes  form  what  may  be 
called  the  standing  army  of  the  season, 
and  do  all  the  hard  work.  Next  come 
the  solenm  peers  and  country  gentlemen 
whose  families  are  elderly,  who  appear  in 
their  sombre  mansions  when  things  are 
well  advanced,  and  who  leave  early.  The 
younger  ladies  of  this  set  do  not  affect 
balls  largely,  except  the  specially  "smart" 
ones,  where  it  is  creditable  to  be  seen. 
You  may  meet  them  leaving  these  gather- 
ings in  the  heavy  family  carriage  about 
the  time  that  the  little  broughams  of  the 
' '  frisky  matrons"  begin  to  arrive.     They, 


however,  do  a  good  deal  of  fashionable 
work  in  tlie  way  of  dinners,  concerts,  and 
church  services.  If  this  sober-hued  spe- 
cies enjo}'  the  season  in  a  leisurely  man- 
ner, their  want  of  zeal  is  made  up  for  by 
the  country  folk  who  come  up  for  a 
month,  when  things  are  in  full  swing, 
and  take  lodgings  in  the  outskirts  of  May- 
fair  or  Belgravia.  They  are  honest  per- 
sons, accompanied  by  one  or  two  daugh- 
ters chosen  from  the  less  conspicuous 
flock.  Perhaps  they  will  hire  a  landau 
driven  by  a  haggard  man  in  a  wrinkled 
livery  coat,  or  perhaps  they  will  content 
themselves  with  a  four-wheeler,  from 
which  to  shower  cards  upon  their  kins- 
folk and  acquaintance.  The  young  la- 
dies, alas  !  often  suffer  from  the  heart- 
sickness  of  deferred  hope,  which  longs 
for  invitations  but  does  not  get  them. 
They,  however,  console  themselves  by 
walking  in  the  Park,  in  nice  hay-maker- 
looking  gowns  with  plenty  of  ribbons, 
and  it  does  one's  heart  good  to  see  their 
happy  faces  if  they  ])ick  up  a  stray 
' '  young  man"  or  two.  When  the  longed- 
for  invitation  comes  to  the  ball  of  the 
great  relation  or  the  county  magnate,  how 
the}'  enjoy  their  one  or  two  dances,  and 
with  what  pleasure  they  stand  in  quiet 
cornel's  watching  the  jostling  of  the  Olym- 
pians I  In  enumerating  these  ephemeral 
sharers  in  the  delights  of  "the  season" 
we  should  not  omit  the  "spring  captain," 
though  he  has  not  much  in  common  with 
them  except  that  his  time  of  joy  is  short. 
Tlie  "spring  captain"  is  to  the  London 
season  what  the  May-fly  is  to  the  trout 
season.  He  does  not  appear  till  the  very 
pink  and  prime  of  the  time,  when  he  is 
upon  the  pavement  in  large  numbers.  He 
is  "on"  Piccadilly  most  of  May  and  June, 
but  abounds  chiefly  in  the  week  between 
the  Derby  and  Ascot.  He  is  to  be  found 
of  every  degree  of  "smartness,"  from  the 
polished  "gunner"  to  the  honest  captain 
in  a  line  regiment,  with  brown  face, 
cropped  head,  and  badly  fitting  white 
gaiters,  whose  share  of  high  life  is  going 
to  tea  with  somebody  in  Queen's  Gate. 
Neither  is  there  any  "fashionable  ar- 
rangement," except  perhaps  the  scientific 
lectures,  which  he  is  unwilling  to  counte- 
nance. It  is  in  Piccadilly,  however,  that 
he  excels  all  competition.  Lastly  we  get 
the  pure  outsiders,  rustics  with  no  W^est 
End  connection,  dwellers  in  Hampstead 
and  the  suburbs,  foreigners,  etc.  These 
frequent  picture  exhibitions,  bazars,  con- 
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certs  in  ' '  smart"  houses  lent  by  tlie  owners 
for  the  occasion,  or  walk,  sit,  and  drive  in 
the  Park. 

Such  are  the  players  upon  the  stage  of 
"the  season''  who  perform  in  the  various 
kinds  of  pieces,  short  and  long,  heavy  and 
light,  that  are  afforded  by  the  "fashion- 
able arrangements."  Among  the  "ar- 
rangements" themselves,  fi'rst  in  number 
and  importance  stands  the  ball.  The  real- 
ly "smart"  ball,  Avhicli  may  be  taken  to 
be  the  highest  development  of  the  genus, 
is  not  usually  given  before  May.  This 
subtle  quality  of  "smartness"  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  explain.  In  the  days  of  our  fa- 
thers, when  society  was  restricted  to  what 
the  papers  call  the  "upper  ten,"  it  was 
simple  enough;  but  with  the  change  of 
times  it  has  come  to  depend  on  other  con- 
siderations. A  "smart"  ball  can  now  be 
given  by  a  person  whom  few  of  the  guests 
would  have  spoken  to  a  year  before.  It 
may  be  "smart"  because  it  is  patronized  by 
royalty,  because  it  has  an  element  of  fast- 
ness, because  the  outlay  upon  it  has  been 


l^reposterous.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
be  "smart"  for  good  reasons — because  it  is 
given  by  people  of  great  position,  great 
hospitality,  or  great  taste.  Such  a  com- 
plete and  liealthy  form  of  this  species  of 
pleasure  used  to  be  commoner  a  few  years 
ago  than  at  present,  when  a  temporary 
combination  of  causes  has  stopped  ball- 
giving  in  most  of  the  great  London  houses. 
The  ordinary  dwellings  of  the  metropolis 
contain,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  guests, 
rooms  of  the  same  pattern.  Of  course  the 
size  varies,  but  the  usual  type  is  a  front 
room  more  or  less  oblong,  and  a  back  room 
more  or  less  square,  communicating  with 
the  former  by  folding-doors.  This  inevi- 
table setting  gives  to  most  balls  a  certain 
similarity,  and  usually,  from  its  narrow 
dimensions,  prevents  them,  however  eligi- 
ble in  other  ways,  from  attaining  the  ex- 
cellence of  a  ball  in  a  "big  house."  There 
is  always  the  hostess  with  her  daughter  at 
the  top  of  the  stairs,  surrounded  by  a  crowd 
who  have  bowed  or  shaken  hands  with 
that  lady,  and  who  afterward  appear  as  if 
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they  were  trying-  to  hide  themselves  from 
her  and  her  offspring-  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  musicians  are  blockaded  in  one  cor- 
ner, and  round  the  doors  the  black-coated 
young"  men  cluster  like  bees  in  swarming-- 
time.  Mothers  and  daughters  are  ranged 
two  or  three  deep  round  the  walls,  the 
more  fortunate  of  the  former  sitting-,  but 
many  on  foot.  In  the  middle  of  the  room, 
reduced  to  an  irregular  space  of  about  ten 
feet  by  six,  struggling  couples  beat  one 
against  another.  On  their  faces  are  ex- 
pressed various  emo- 
tions —  high  spirits 
and  depression,  mal- 
ice and  good-humor, 
pleasure  and  pain. 
The  floor  oscillates ; 
wax  candles  sprinkle 
their  substance  liber- 
ally about;  hot  young 
men  open  windows, 
and  chilly  dowagers 
shut  them.  Now  and 
then  a  black  coat  de- 
taches itself  from  the 
mass  near  the  door, 
and  with  a  patroniz- 
ing air  selects  a  part- 
ner, or  makes  a  few 
gracious  observations 
to  a  chaperon.  Ev- 
erything is  sound 
and  tumult,  the  only 
approach  to  repose 
being  on  the  back 
stairs,  where  two  or 
three  couples  sit  in  a 
blissful  state  watch- 
ing other  couples 
wedge  their  way  to 
the  tea-room  through 
opposing  masses  who 
press  back  to  the 
dancing.  In  the  tea- 
room is  a  still  denser 
throng,  above  which 
arms  are  raised  wav- 
ing tea-cups,  glasses 
•of  lemonade,  ices,  and 
other  light  refresh- 
ments. 

Behind  the  buffet 
the  upper  female  serv- 
ants, with  a  hired 
waiter  to  touch  up, 
thrust  anything  they 
can  reach  into  the 
hands    of   the    innu- 


merable suppliants.  Later  on,  when  sup- 
per is  announced,  the  stress  of  the  fight 
is  transferred  to  the  dining-room.  A  new 
element  in  the  shape  of  the  hungry  and 
irritated  chaperon  now  mingles  in  the 
fray.  This  imports  a  seriousness  into 
what  was  before  half  playful,  and  most 
of  the  younger  and  more  timid  withdraw 
from  all  attempts  to  obtain  food.  The  re- 
mainder squeeze  themselves  round  small 
tables,  or  stand,  disconsolate,  eying  the 
expanse  of  heads  for  a  vacant  space.     The 
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butler  and  footmen  look  haughtily  about 
them,  while  hirelings  feed  the  g:uests. 
And  so  the  battle  proceeds  till  about  three 
in  the  morning-,  when  it  probably  turns 
into  a  ball,  and  the  survivors  enjoy  them- 
selves till  broad  daylight. 

This  description  must  not,  of  course,  be 
taken  to  apply  to  all  balls  except  those 
given  in  palaces.  Often,  owing  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  parties  on  one  night,  a  person 
may  enjoy  his  or  her  self  thoroughly  at  a 
ball  and  go  home  none  the  worse. 

Now  in  the  ideal  ball  to  which  we  al- 
luded above  all  these  things  are  different. 
In  the  first  place,  the  donors,  being  more 
or  less  "great  people,"  are  not  obliged  to 
ask  the  whole  of  their  acquaintance  for 
fear  of  giving  offence,  their  position  ren- 
dering it  ineffective  and  unprofitable  to 
harbor  ill-will  against  them.  Also,  in  all 
probability,  the  non-ball-going  folk  have 
been  cleared  off  by  preliminary  drums. 
Again,  the  size  of  the  house  lends  dignity 
and  repose  to  the  gathering.  What  a 
contrast,  for  instance,  is  the  arrival!  In- 
stead of  a  ladder  filled  with  a  mass  of  per- 
sons heaving  slowly  upward,  a  stately 
staircase  winds  round  a  large  hall.  Masses 
of  flowers  form  a  background  to  women's 
forms  bright  with  diamonds,  magnificent 
with  brocatelle  and  lace,  or  fair  with  the 
freshness  of  youth  in  a  cloud  of  tulle.  On 
the  broad  steps  slowly  ascending  groups 
dispose  themselves  picturesquely,  the 
trains  of  the  gowns  trailing  over  the  low 
steps.  Above,  behind  balustrades  and  pil- 
lars of  marble,  other  guests  sit  watching 
the  arri  vals.  Large  rooms,  the  walls  hung 
with  historic  pictures,  open  out  of  each 
other  in  long  vistas.  Perhaps  two  of 
these  will  be  cleared  for  dancing,  but  the 
others  will  be  left  in  their  every-day  state 
of  comfort,  Avhere  non-dancers  can  stroll 
or  sit  as  luxuriously  as  if  no  ball  was  go- 
ing on.  There  is  probably  a  terrace,  bal- 
cony, or  garden,  lit  with  Chinese  lamps, 
w^here  those  who  are  hot  can  breathe  a 
cooler  air.  The  whole  festival  is  full  of 
color,  richness,  and  life,  and,  were  it  not 
for  the  black  coats,  quite  a  Venetian  scene. 
Indeed,  one  might  not  despair  of  a  Paolo 
Veronese  so  combining  even  these  som- 
bre garments  with  the  strength  and  sim- 
plicity of  the  architecture  and  the  splen- 
dor of  the  other  sex  as  to  produce  the 
representation  of  a  rich  and  noble  festiv- 
ity, which  is  what  a  London  ball  at  its 
best  still  is  even  in  these  degenerate  days. 

After  the  ball  the  commonest  form  of 


"fashionable  arrangement"  is  the  drum, 
or  evening  reception.  This  is  less  expen- 
sive, and  involves  less  trouble  in  the  way 
of  house-cleaning.  These  considerations 
bring  it  within  the  reach  of  every  one, 
and  in  consequence  the  drum  presents 
more  varieties  than  any  other  species  of 
entertainment.  Pauperum  tabernce  in 
the  wilds  of  Kensington  and  Tyburnia 
have  their  drums  as  well  as  the  requm 
turres  of  Mayfair  and  Belgravia.  Tlie 
grand  monde  and  his  wife,  and  every- 
body else  and  their  wives,  may  be  at  a 
drum,  or  it  may  be  a  forlorn  gathering, 
with  half  a  dozen  women  seated  together, 
and  half  a  dozen  men  eying  them  from 
afar  off.  A  drum  may  display  a  rich  ban- 
quet for  supper,  or  a  table  bearing  biscuits 
and  barley-water.  After  this  the  reader 
will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  drum  to  be  a  very  forlorn  busi- 
ness indeed.  But  there  is  this  consolation : 
every  one  can  leave  when  he  likes  —  a 
step  that  is  not  always  possible  at  a  ball, 
even  for  men,  and  seldom  for  women. 
Nowhere  is  that  leading  feature  of  a  Lon- 
don entertainment,  the  superfluity  of 
more  than  half  its  ingredients,  more  vis- 
ible than  at  a  drum.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  harmonious  intercourse 
present  in  the  mind  of  a  drum -giver. 
Any  one  she  knows,  or  thinks  she  knows, 
is  invited  in  the  order  in  which  the  names 
stand  in  the  "red  book."  The  accepted 
conditions  of  most  drums,  however,  make 
it  unnecessary  to  consider  the  possibility 
of  intimate  or  congenial  society.  The 
dearest  friends  might  miss  each  other  in 
the  throng,  or  be  unable  to  greet  except 
over  the  bodies  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
The  main  object  of  going  is  to  get  away. 
The  young  and  strong  plunge  in  at  one 
end,  and  come  out  at  the  other,  looking 
as  if  they  had  waded  through  a  torrent. 
The  older  persons  hang  about  in  eddies 
and  backwaters  until  they  can  work  their 
way  to  the  door.  These  are  the  draw- 
backs of  the  drum.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  this  advantage — that  persons  can 
be  met  there  who  do  not  frequent  the 
gayer  forms  of  amusement.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  of  the  larger  receptions,  such 
as  the  Foreign  Office,  Devonshire  or  Spen- 
cer House.  Here  you  may  meet  old 
friends  whose  paths  seldom  cross  your 
own,  and  who  do  not,  as  a  rule,  "go  out." 
There  are  also,  few  and  far  between,  to  be 
found  intelligent  persons  who  so  arrange 
their  drums  that  their  friends   actually 
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-come  lor  recreation,  and  go  awaj^  refresh- 
ed. These  "at  homes"  on  stated  days  re- 
quire, however,  very  careful  supervision, 
for  if  left  to  cliance,  every  one  is  sure  to 
come  on  one  night,  causing  a  correspond- 
ing vacuum  on  others. 

The  ball  and  the  drum  are  the  most 
characteristic  of  the  x>rivate  entertain- 
ments of  "the  season."  Dinners,  "after- 
noons, "teas,  musics, etc.,  we  have  not  space 
to  discuss.  Passing,  then,  to  the  more 
public  forms  of  "fashionable  arrange- 
ments," we  are  met  by  the  bazar.  Bazars 
in  London  have  developed  amazingly  of 
late  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they 
present  considerable  attractions  to  "frisky 
matrons,"  and  to  young  ladies  who  have 
any  themselves.  Fashionable  beauties  play 
the  part  of  shop-women,  conceiving  that 
they  are  laying  up  treasures  in  heaven, 
when  in  reality  they  are  showing  them- 
selves to  fresh  audiences,  and  seeking  ex- 


citement in  a  license 
of  manners  tliat  is  not 
l^ormissible  on  other 
occasions.  As  the  vir- 
tuous object  of  the  ba- 
zar elevates  it  above 
the  laws  of  supply 
and  demand,  its  suc- 
cess depends  chiefly 
uj)on  the  personal  ef- 
forts of  tliese  sales- 
women, who  have  to 
tease  and  wheedle 
visitors  into  buying. 
Anytliing,  therefore, 
unusual,  conspicuous, 
or  violent  in  \\\q.  ap- 
pearance or  manners 
of  a  ])erson  wlio  keeps 
a  stall  tends  to  attract 
buyers,  the  result  be- 
ing an  increasing  ex- 
travagance of  dress 
and  demeanor  at  these 
exhibitions.  For  sim- 
ilar reasons  it  has  been 
t  he  custom  of  late  years 
to  give  bazars  a  par- 
ticular cast,  supported 
by  scenery  and  fancy 
dress.  Thus  you  have 
the  "Mediaeval  Mar- 
ket," where  ladies  in 
peaked  caps  and  turn- 
ed-up  shoes  display 
modern  manners  and 
wares  in  medisevally 
sha]3ed  stalls.  Or  the  Shakespearian  Ba- 
zar, where  Portia  sells  pincushions  and 
Cleopatra  "  button -holes."  One  must 
not,  then,  be  surprised  if,  for  the  sake  of 
"drawing,"  there  is  shortly  an  antedi- 
luvian bazar,  w^here  our  beauties,  in  the 
costume  of  their  remote  ancestresses,  will 
sell  knickknacks  amongst  plaster  megathe- 
riums and  tin  tree-ferns.  Besides  the  above- 
mentioned  methods  of  attraction,  the  more 
novelty  that  can  be  displayed  in  the  way 
of  goods,  or  in  the  system  of  selling  them, 
the  greater  the  chance  of  success.  Dressed- 
up  children  worry  old  gentlemen  to  raffle 
for  a  doll.  Fascinating  beauties  force  cups 
of  tea  down  the  throats  of  passers-by.  Still 
more  adventurous  members  of  the  same 
class  tell  fortunes  and  disagreeable  truths 
in  the  guise  of  wizards,  or  play  on  the  banjo 
and  send  round  the  hat.  Every  possible 
device  is  resorted  to  for  drawing  buyers. 
Celebrated  actresses  hold  stalls.     Chinese 
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•operas  are  given  by  native  artists.  The 
greatest  coup  of  all,  however,  is  when  roy- 
<alty  is  gracious  enough  to  assist  at  one  of 
these  sales.  Desire  to  do  the  right  thing 
among  the  upper,  and  the  good  old-fash- 
ioned loyalty  of  the  middle  class,  bring 
■a  vast  throng  round  the  royal  counter. 
Many  insist  on  being  served  by  the  occu- 
pant in  person,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  give 
astonishing  prices  for  trifles  which  they 
often  hand  back  when  bought. 

The  allusion  to  royalty  turns  the 
thoughts  to  Ascot,  without  mention  of 
which  no  account  of  "the  season"  could 
be  deemed  complete. 

Ascot  Heath  is  a  sloping  ridge  of  moor- 
land some  thirty  miles  from  London,  the 
•crest  of  which  looks  away  across  the 
Windsor  woods  to  the  plains  of  Bucks 
and  Middlesex.  Ascot 
races  take  place  at  the 
very  high  tide  of  the  sea- 
son. They  are  the  Eden 
of  debutantes  and  the 
milliners'  harvest.  Va- 
rious modes  of  enjoying 
the  delights  of  Ascot  are 
in  vogue.  Some  persons 
take  one  of  the  numer- 
ous villa  residences  with 
which  the  neighborhood 
abounds,  and  many  of 
which,  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  political  econ- 
omy, pay  their  year's 
rent  by  letting  for  this 
one  week.  Others  drive 
down  daily  from  London 
on  a  friend's  "coach." 
Then  there  is  the  large 
class  who  toil  down  by 
train,  the  women  in  dust 
coats  and  veils,  and  the 
men  in  light  paletots. 
A  greater  show  of  good 
looks  and  good  clothes 
combined  is  hardly  to 
be  found  at  any  other 
butterflies'  feast  in  the 
world.  For  most  wo- 
men go  to  Ascot  mainly 
to  show  their  gowns, 
which  have  been  the 
subject  of  much  anxious 
thought,  and  are  an  in- 
teresting index  of  the 
character  of  the  wearers. 
Any  new  or  striking  de- 
velopment  in   this   line 


displayed  at  Ascot  may  in  a  week  be 
flaring  in  the  remotest  provinces.  Every 
one  who  can  extract  a  ticket  from  the 
Master  of  the  Buck  Hounds  goes  to  the 
royal  enclosure;  those  who  cannot,  take 
boxes,  or  view  the  races  from  the  "drags." 
To  a  large  portion  of  the  spectators  the 
races  are  almost  as  great  a  bore  as  the 
cricket  at  the  Eton  and  Harrow  match. 
There  are,  however,  exceptions,  even 
among  the  fair  sex,  some  of  whom  find  it 
pay  to  be  lovers  of  horseflesh.  These  go 
regularly  to  the  paddock  to  see  the  horses 
saddled,  jockeys  up,  etc.,  or  to  watch  the 
start  from  the  top  of  the  stand.  The  races 
begin  and  end  by  a  royal  procession  down 
the  course,  headed  by  the  Master  of  the 
Buck  Hounds.  Another  feature  of  Ascot  is 
the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  "coaches" 
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throug"li  the  narrow  gate  that  leads  to  the 
various  eiich^sures  assigned  to  tliem — a 
proceeding"  greeted  by  much  criticism  and 
clieering  on  the  part  of  tlie  crowd.  For 
a  crowd,  there  is,  though  to  a  modified 
extent  compared  witli  the  more  popular 
meetings,  made  up  of  the  usual  harpists, 
negroes,  photographers,  conjurers,  for- 
tune-tellers, bird-sellers,  dog-stealers,  and 
card -sharpers.  Some  of  these  are  well- 
known  characters,  and  may  be  seen  ex- 
changing civilities  with  the  "swells"  in 
the  enclosure.  The  meeting  begins  on  a 
Tuesday  and  is  over  on  a  Friday.  Thurs- 
day is  the  great  day,  when  the  race  is  run 
for  the  gold  cup. 

Ascot  is  really  as  much  a  full-dress  pic- 
nic as  a  race  meeting.  A  garden  party 
may  be  described  as  a  full-dress  out-door 
five-o'clock  tea.  Garden  parties  are  rare, 
firstly  because  there  are  few  gardens,  sec- 
ondly from  the  hazards  of  the  weather, 
and  thirdly  from  the  difficulty  of  getting 
men  to  go.  Perhaps  no  other  form  of  en- 
tertainment is  so  persistently  abused.  Yet 
it  might  have  been  supposed  that  when 
freed  from  bad  air  and  late  hours,  the  nat- 
ural gregariousness  of  mankind  would 
here  have  asserted  itself.  Probably  the 
fair  sex  would  approve  of  garden  parties  if 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  could  be  found 
to  agree  with  them.  But  no  Englishman 
is  really  at  his  ease  in  an  out-door  enter- 
tainment in  the  daytime  that  is  uncon- 
nected with  any  sport.  At  a  garden  party 
the  least  shy  man  has  a  sense  of  being 
placed  en  evidence  in  his  best  clothes  in 
the  light  of  the  sun.  Hence  much  disap- 
pointment to  debutantes,  who  find  that  a 
fascinating  partner  of  the  previous  night 
behaves  as  if  suffering  from  a  severe  "do- 
mestic affliction."  The  only  persons  who 
really  enjoy  these  fetes  are  "frisky  ma- 
trons" and  engaged  couples,  who  manage 
to  get  away  into  some  of  the  more  se- 
cluded alleys  of  the  garden — that  is, 
when  there  are  any  secluded  alleys  to 
get  away  to. 

These  quasi -rural  attractions  are  not, 
however,  patronized  in  a  general  way. 
The  guests  usually  congregate  in  a  dense 
throng  round  some  centre  of  attraction, 
possibly  a  small  tent  where  some  of  the 
royal  family  are  understood  to  be  eating 
strawberries  and  cream.  A  few  wander 
listlessly  on  the  outskirts  of  the  mass, 
either  listening  to  the  drama  of  Punch, 
which  being  essentially  a  street-corner  en- 
tertainment is  always  introduced  at  these 


gatherings,  or  attempting  to  secure  straw- 
beri'ies  and  cream  for  themselves  and  their 
ladies.  In  spite  of  tlie  melancholy  that 
prevails  at  a  garden  part}',  it  is  a  pretty 
sight  on  a  fine  afternoon,  and  a  foreigner 
attending  one  at  Holland  House,  for  in- 
stance, would  probably  rank  it  as  the 
pleasantest  entertainment  that  the  season 
affords.  The  bright  dresses  moving  in 
the  picturesque  garden,  the  old  house  in 
the  background,  and  the  old  associations 
behind  it,  produce  a  brighter  and  more 
lasting  impression  on  the  mind  tlian  the 
hurry  and  glitter  of  most  of  our  "fash- 
ionable arrangements." 

The  "Nilometer"  of  the  season  is  the 
Park,  and  by  the  state  of  the  Park  an  ex- 
perienced person  would  at  once  know  the 
period  of  the  year.  "The  Park"  is  a 
piece  of  ground  about  three  hundred 
yards  long  and  fifty  wide,  between  Hyde 
Park  Corner  and  Albert  Gate.  This  space 
contains  part  of  a  carriage  drive,  part  of 
the  celebrated  riding  path  called  Rotten 
Row,  three  walking  paths,  and  some  flow- 
er beds.  The  uses  to  which  it  is  put  dur- 
ing the  season  are  various,  viz.,  riding, 
driving,  walking,  and  sitting. 

And  first  of  riding.  As  we  have  only 
to  do  with  the  season,  we  will  say  nothing 
of  the  riding  before  twelve  o'clock,  which 
goes  on  all  the  year  round  in  fine  weather. 
But  in  "the  season"  between  tliat  hour 
and  two  o'clock  a  class  of  riders  appear 
who  do  not  show  in  any  number  except 
during  that  period,  viz. ,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, "leisured"  fathers  with  their  daugh- 
ters, and  a  sprinkling  of  "  young  men." 

The  horses  of  this  epoch  are  very  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  preceding.  Papa  may 
be  there  seen  riding  his  hunter  which  he 
does  not  summer  in  the  country.  But  the 
great  time  for  the  Park  is  in  the  evening, 
when  every  one  rides  who  can  scrape  to- 
gether four  legs  and  a  saddle.  People 
then  wear  their  smartest  clothes  and  ride 
their  smartest  hacks — bits  of  horseflesh  for 
which  £500  or  £600  may  have  been  given. 
Young  ladies,  who  have  been  resting  dur- 
ing the  day,  appear,  and  are  joined,  if  the 
authorities  permit,  by  their  cavaliers.  The 
throng  is  so  large  that  most  of  the  riders 
walk — a  process  that  is  also  more  conven- 
ient for  saluting  and  general  conversation. 

The  walking  and  sitting  in  the  Park  is 
confined  to  the  first  three  hundred  yards 
on  each  side  of  the  riding  path.  There  is 
none  to  speak  of  before  one  o'clock,  when 
in  the  middle  of  the  season  one  of  these 
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walks  at  least  is  densely  packed.  Ha- 
bitues of  tlie  metropolis  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
go  much  at  tliis  time,  but  "suburbans," 
country  folk,  and  "spring  captains"'  are 
seen  in  great  abundance.  In  the  ev^ening 
the  crowds  are  still  greater.  People  of  all 
kinds  may  be  seen,  from  the  smartest  ex- 
quisite CO  the  rising  barrister  with  his  black 
hand-bag.  This  period  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  young  ladies  not  regularly  in 
society,  wlio  have  to  utilize  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  opportunity  of  contact  with  it. 
Here  those  of  them  who  have  attractions 
sufficient  to  enslave  the  Olympians,  who 
do  not  descend  to  Tyburnia  and  ultra  Ken- 
sington, meet  their  swains.  A  chair  in  the 
Park  on  a  fine  evening  is  very  favorable 
to  business.  Consequently  a  good  deal  of 
matrimony  is  hatched  among  walkers  and 
sitters,  the  more  so  as  the  fair  are  usually 
under  the  care  of  fathers  or  brothers,  mo- 
thers being  rare  in  the  Park. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  walking  and 
sitting  is  confined  mainly  to  the  two  side- 
walks on  each  side  of  Rotten  Row.  Very 
curious  laws  obtain  as  to  these  localities, 
which  have  not  hitherto  received  from 
scientific  men  the  attention  they  deserve. 
Sometimes  one  side  is  in  vogue,  and  some- 


times the  other.  When  the  left-hand  side^ 
is  the  fashion,  only  esprits  forts  or  bond 
fide  travellers  think  of  appearing  on  the 
other.  No  reason  can  be  given  for  these 
changes.  One  walk  may  be  the  favored 
one  for  two  or  three  seasons,  when  sud- 
denly in  the  following  year  it  appears 
that  society  has  gone  over  to  its  neighbor. 
There  is  another  class  of  evening  sitters 
who  walk  but  little,  but  who  come  early 
and  sit  in  the  path  that  faces  the  drive  to 
look  at  the  carriages.  They  are  of  a  less 
fashionable  kind  than  those  who  appear^ 
later,  consisting  largely  of  visitors  to  Lon- 
don, natives  of  remote  parts  of  the  town, 
middle-aged  loafers,  and  dubious  widows. 

The  grand  ni07ide  does  not  drive  much, 
in  the  Park.  About  four  o'clock,  however, 
a  vast  procession  of  carriages  moves  up  and 
down  at  a  funereal  pace  between  Hyde 
Park  Corner  and  Kensington  Gardens. 
These  vehicles  are  tenanted  by  the  same 
class  of  persons  as  those  who  sit  and  Avatch 
them,  with  the  addition  of  many  old  ladies 
and  old  couples  taking  the  air. 

Not  the  least  curious  of  the  Park  phe- 
nomena during  "the  season"  may  be  ob- 
served on  Sunday.  Gentle-folks  rarely  sit 
in  Rotten  Row  on  Sunday,  though  they 
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often  walk  there.  Behind  the  statue  of 
Achilles  is  a  triangular  patch  of  grass  sur- 
rounded with  trees,  whither  migrate,  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  chairs  from  the  "Row."  Here,  from 
three  to  five  o'clock,  numhers  of  persons 
may  be  seen  seated.  They  can  see  no- 
thing, they  can  do  nothing,  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  are  in  the  sun,  but  regularly 
as  Sunday  comes  round  the  same  inex- 
plicable spectacle  is  on  view. 

The  fashion  of  making  a  picnic  of  the 
cricket  matches  at  Lord's  began  some  twen- 
ty years  ago  with  the  parents  and  relations 
of  the  boys  at  Eton  and  Harrow  going  up 
to  see  the  match  between  those  schools. 

It  now  extends  to  the  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge match,  and,  to  a  smaller  extent,  to 
some  of  the  more  interesting  of  the  other 
displays  of  cricket.  At  the  Eton  and  Har- 
row match,  wherever  the  space  round  the 
ground  is  unoccupied  by  stands,  there  are 
rows  of  carriages  three  or  four  deep.  They 
are  sent  up  the  day  before  to  places  that 
have  been  allotted  them,  and  the  horses 
taken  out.  From  four-fifths  of  these  car- 
riages nothing  of  the  game  is  visible ;  nor 
is  there  any  reason  why  there  should  be, 
for  only  about  a  fifth  of  the  spectators  care 
for  the  cricket.  Most  of  the  vehicles  serve 
as  depots  for  large  cold  luncheons,  which 
are  administered  to  the  friends  of  the  own- 
er by  unfortunate  servants,  who  carve 
chickens  and  uncork  champagne  bottles  on 
all  fours  between  the  wheels.  Where  pos- 
sible, the  meal  is  made  still  more  elaborate 
by  being  served  on  a  temporary  table ;  and 
in  all  the  vacant  corners  members  of  the 
aristocracy  and  the  Stock  Exchange  may 
be  seen  eating  and  drinking  in  public. 
Unsatisfied  friends  keep  dropping  in,  and 
the  popping  of  corks  goes  on  till  late  in 
the  day,  when  the  flushed  revellers  begin 
on  tea  and  fruit.  On  the  whole,  the  ex- 
hibition is  not  a  satisfactory  one,  having 
a  tendency  to  grossness,  and  preventing 
persons  from  seeing  the  cricket  who  wish 
to  do  so.      It  will  probably  not  live. 

The  suburban  clubs  constituted  for  the 
purpose  of  social  entertainments  are  an- 
other feature  of  recent  times.  Such  are 
Hurlingham,  Ranelagh,  the  Orleans,  etc. 
They  are  conducted  upon  the  ordinary 
club  plan,  but  have  grounds  as  well  as  a 
house,  where  polo,  pigeon-shooting,  lawn 
tennis,  and  other  out-door  amusements  are 
carried  on.  Members  can  admit  friends 
of  either  sex,  and  on  summer  afternoons 
constantly  take  down  parties  to  see  the 


polo   or   play  lawn  tennis,  and  to   dine 
afterward.     There  is  a  new  development 
of  the  same  sort  in  London,  where  what 
may  be  called  cafe  and  casino  clubs  have 
been  established.      At  the  former,  such  as 
the  Bachelors'  Club,  ladies  are  invited  to 
dine  or  sup  by  the  members  before  or  after 
the  theatre.     At  the  New  Club,  which  is 
at  x^resent  the  only  specimen  of  the  latter 
class,  a  band  plays  every  night  at  eleven, 
when  persons  who  have  been  to  the  play, 
or  have  nothing  particular  to  do,  drop  in 
and  drink  coffee  and  smoke.     There  are 
weekly  balls  in  the  season.     Young  ladies, 
go  to  the  balls,  but  the  visitors  on  ordi- 
nary nights  are  mostly  fashionable  ' '  f risk- 
ies."     The  New  Club  is  the  latest  devel- 
opment of  London  society,  and  with  it 
we  will  conclude  our  description  of  the- 
things  contemplated  or  done  during  the 
"season."      It    may  be    asked    whether- 
there  is  any  definite  aim  besides  amuse- 
ment for  all  these  various  forms  of  dis- 
traction, so  many  of  which  are  not  amus- 
ing.    The  answer  to  this  question  is  that 
matrimony  is    undoubtedly   among    the 
chief  causes  of  the  "season."     We  shall 
see  this  more  clearly  if  we  look  at  the 
"ball,"  which,  as  has  been  said,  is  the 
most  important  and  typical  of  the  enter- 
tainments  which   the   "season"   affords. 
The  system  of  pairing  off  two  and  two  for 
dances  for  a  time  defined  in  duration  by  a 
band  gives  yoting  persons  the  opportunity 
of  trying  their  powers  of  attraction  on  each 
other — an  opportunity  they  can  improve- 
by  stretching  one  dance  into  two  or  three. 
And  this  object  is  not  defeated  through 
dancing  being  rendered  impossible  by  the 
crush,  as  the  young  couple  are  in  that  case- 
deemed  to  be  dancing,  and  are  together,  for 
the  tii-Xie  the  music  lasts,  in  what  is  XDrac- 
tically  a  tete-a-tete.     It  is  in  reality  this, 
consideration    which    prevents   the   ordi- 
nary ball  being  swept  off  the  face  of  the 
earth  as  a  mere  nuisance.     Of  course  mat- 
rimony is  not  the  only  end  of  the  season, 
though,  being  the  most  p-.'actical,  it  is  kept, 
the  most  in  view  by  a  practical  people  like 
the  English.      Flirtation,  amusement,  ex- 
citement, mere  gregariousness,  are  among- 
the  other  principal  forces  that  keep  this 
complicated  machinery  going.     And  there 
is  no  doubt  that  of  late  the  prominence  of 
matrimony  amongst  these  forces  has  be- 
come less  remarkable.     The  old-fashioned 
"girl  dance"  is  become  rarer.      The  diffi- 
culty of  tempting  young  men  to  attend 
such  without  Vitellian  suppers  is  becom- 
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iiig"  greater.  The  theatres,  plus  suppers 
at  the  Bachelors'  Club,  the  Park,  Hur- 
lingham,  the  New  Club,  give  opportuni- 
ties of  social  intercourse  between  the  sexes 
which  are  daily  becoming  more  popular. 

Many  young*  men  nowadays  cannot 
marry.  The  mildest  require  a  little  flirta- 
tion now  and  then.  The  competition  for 
husbands  being  so  great,  it  is  dangerous  to 
flirt  with  a  girl ;  hence  the  young  men  turn 
to  the  "frisky  matrons,"  and  this  natural 
impulse  is  assisted  by  the  fact  that  such  a 
course  is  considered  almost  a  sine  qua  non 
of  any  pretension  to  smartness.  The  new 
forms  of  entertainment  just  mentioned  are 
essentially  ' '  friskies' "  entertainments,  and 
hence  their  advance  in  the  popular  estima- 
tion. Of  course  where  the  smart  young 
men  go,  there  the  girls  and  their  sweet- 
hearts will  wish  to  follow,  though  with 
their  lips  they  may  abuse  the  wickednesses 
of  Hurlingham  and  the  New  Club.  The 
more  enterprising  maidens,  therefore,  are, 
as  might  be  expected,  beginning"  to  vote 
balls  and  drums  a  bore,  and  to  weary  their 
parents  with  beseechings  to  be  allowed  to 
go  to  supper  at  the  Bachelors',  or  to  the 
New  Club  to  hear  the  band. 

What  may  be  the  future  of  the  season 


under  these  tendencies  it  is  difficult  at  pre- 
sent to  say.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  predict  than  the  movements  of 
any  form  of  pleasure.  It  is  rumored  that 
the  "coming  democracy"  intend,  among 
other  despotisms,  to  force  a  season  in  No- 
vember. Th is  to  a  person  of  the  old  school 
seems  a  death-blow  to  all  season  whatever. 
But  human  nature  must  have  its  amuse- 
ments, and  even  if  enlightened  thinkers 
abolish  those  now  existing,  the  young- 
people  w^ill  continue  to  flirt  and  the  old  fo- 
gies to  gossip  at  scientific  soirees,  debating- 
clubs,  and  women's  parliaments.  Mean- 
vv^hile  the  "season"  is  not  without  its  ad- 
vantages to  human  beings  as  they  are. 
Balls  and  drums  inculcate  to  some  extent 
chivalry  and  self-denial.  It  is  good  for 
the  young  cub  to  leave  cigars  and  low  so- 
ciety, and  to  have  to  behave  himself  as  a 
gentleman  among  ladies;  it  is  good  for 
the  luxurious  bachelor  to  have  to  ram  an- 
cient peeresses  through  a  stifling  crowd 
*with  a  smile  upon  his  face;  it  is  good  for 
the  girls  themselves  to  find  that  they  are 
not  all  that  home  partiality  pictured,  but 
that,  like  their  fellows,  they  must  give 
and  take  if  they  wish  to  shine  among  the 
ornaments  of  "the  London  season." 


RETURN. 

BY  JULIET  C.  MARSH. 

I'^HE  world  is  half  forgetful  of  the  snow, 
.    And  all  unheeding  of  the  Winters  way 
With  wind  and  sleet  across  the  hills  of  gray. 
Lo!  he  has  gone,  and  April  does  not  know, 
Coming  her  path  with  glimmering  feet  and  free, 
To  what  dark  under-land  of  dreams  and  night 
His  steps  have  passed,  heedless  of  that  new  light 
Which  floods  the  earth  from  happy  sea  to  sea. 
Singing  she  comes;  and  Hope  is  one  with  her — 
Hope  of  new  joy  in  tender  leaves  that  stir 
All  tender  thoughts.     And  Love  is  swift  to  bring 
To  these  fair  days  fair  promise  of  her  spring. 

Pan  is  not  dead.     Within  the  fir  w^ood's  shade, 
By  heron-haunted  lakes,  when  days  are  fair, 
Blithe  rustic  notes,  far  filling  all  the  air, 
On  magic  woodland  pipes  again  are  played. 
And  mingling  music  of  a  thousand  lives 

Within  her  lengthening  train,  fair  April  brings 
Up  the  South  wind  the  birds  on  swiftening  wings, 
As  thick  as  summer  bees  from  murmurous  hives — 
The  clear  triumphant  song  of  mounting  lark. 
Soft  twittering  of  the  swallow  in  the  dark 
Before  tlje  dawn  creeps  over  sea  and  plain, 
And  the  low  note  of  thrush  through  quiet  rain. 
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SAP  BEWITCHED. 

BY   WILLIAM   HAMILTON  GIBSON. 


iiEX  pleasant  fancy,  beguiled  by  the  diverting-  page 
of  ancient  story,  dwells  upon  the  fables  of  Olympus, 
with  their  wealth   of  sensuous,  picturesque   beauty, 
how  willingly  we  linger,  fascinated  by  the  lovely  fa- 
miliar image  of  Pandora  as  she  kneels  before  the 
mystic,  ill-starred  casket,  and  toys  with  the  alluring 
knot!     And  now,  as  she  yields  to  its  enchantments, 
and  at  length  flings  back  the  fated  lid  and  releases  the 
ca])tive  legions — that  traditional  mischievous  swarm 
of  troubles  which  has  since  afflicted  the  world — it  would  scarce  seem,  on  closer  scruti- 
ny, a  gift  of  favored  insight  to  discern  among  the  spectacle  of  that  buzzing,  impish 
throng  a  host  of  witching  shapes  whose  presence  here,  singularly  enough,  has  not 
usually  been  accredited,  but  which  have  yet  become  suggestively  familiar  in  the 
modern  page  of  science,  if  not  of  mythologic  jjoesy. 

While  poetic  fancy  has  oft  portrayed  with  pencil  and  pen  the  mischievous  progeny 
of  Pandora's  box,  picturing  the  theme  in  its  appropriate  attributes  of  the  marvellous 
— with  ogre  face  and  horn,  with  furry  ear  and  cloven  foot,  bat-like  wing  and  dreadful 
tail — I  am  not  aware  that  an  equipment  such  as  this  which  follows  has  ever  found  its 
way  among  the  droll  pageantry-  of  that  hapless  masque. 

Four  gauzy  wings  lit  with  rainbow  hues;  a  pair  of  Argus  e3'es,  each  of  itself  a 
myriad  mosaic  of  vision;  a  jetty  armor  closely  plaited  about  a  dainty  waist;  and  a 
piercing  poniard  which  is  at  once  a  menace,  a  mystic  wand,  and  weapon. 

Such  is  the  prosaic  figure  of  a  sprightly  shape  which,  certainly  must  have  hummed 
about  the  ears  of  Pandora  and  Epimetheus,  the  one  veritable  and  tangible  counterpart 
of  the  traditional  type  of  elfindom,  a  harlequin  vested  with  magic  powers  of  touch 
and  spell  which  even  Queen  Mab  might  have  coveted. 

He  it  is,  our  insect  elf,  who  summons  at  will  an  apple  from  a  leaf,  a  clieny  from 
the  acorn's  branch,  a  pine  cone  from  a  willow  bud,  a  resentful  caltrop  from  a  peaceful 
stem. 

At  the  behest  of  this  arch  magician  the  pulsating  sap  is  bewitched,  and  the  growing 
fibre  becomes  the  willing  or  helpless  toy  of  his  roguish  whim.  "  Bring  forth  a  bunch 
of  currants,"  the  drooping  catkin  of  the  oak  is  commanded,  and  lo!  jt  is  pendent  in 
scarlet  fruit.  "Thou  would  st  be  a  willow  bud  ?''  he  queries  to  the  osier.  "I  bid  thee 
flush  and  blossom  as  the  rose."  And  now,  flitting  among  the  witch-hazel  boughs,  "I 
would  have  a  hundred  helmets  for  my  retainers,"  he  whispers;  and  forthwith  its  leaf 
is  studded  with  the  peaked  caps.  And  thus  he  goes  his  rounds,  leaving  the  evi- 
dences of  his  pranks  on  every  hand,  the  embodiment  of  Puck  himself.      But  the  hero 
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of  our  chapter  is  no  myth.  Entomologic- 
al fervor  has  captured  him ;  prosaic  fin- 
gers have  dissected  his  tiny  anatomy,  and 
cold  science  has  impaled  him,  duly  cata- 
logued and  labelled ;  and  Cynips  is  his 
name — at  least  his  family  name;  the  less 
said  of  his  furtlier  christening,  the  better 
for  our  pages. 

Who  has  not  seen  the  evidences  of  his 
fantastic  touch,  the  prickly  branch  of  the 
bramble,  the  rosy  apple  among  the  oak 
leaves,  or,  later,  a  satiny,  light  brown, 
airy  ball  drifting  on  the  winter  snow  ? 

This  supplementary  predisposition  of 
the  oak  toward  the  formation  of  these  as 
well  as  a  host  of  other  similar  excrescences 
was  recognized  among  the  earliest  scien- 
tists. It  is  interesting  to  note  among  the 
amusing  pages  of  Pliny,  in  the  quaint 
English  of  his  translator,  in  a  chapter 
entitled  "  Of  the  gall-nuts  and  how  many 
other  things  Maft-trees  doe  beare  befides 
Maft,"  the  following  observations:  "What 
trees  foever  beare  maft  carry  alfo  certaine 
nuts  called  galls,  and  lightly  they  are  full 
of  maft  but  each  other  yeare.  The  best 
galls  be  those  of  Comagena;  the  w^orft  is 
that  of  the  oke  called  Robur,  which  are 
knowne  by  the  holes  they  have  that  may 
be  seen  through.  . .  .Moreover,  there  grow 
upon  tlie  tree  certaine  little  bals  not  unlike 
to  nuts,  having  foft  fiox  w^ithin,  good  to 
make  candle- w^ieck  or  matches  for  lamps, 
for  burn  they  wil  without  any  oile.  .  .  .It 
beareth  also  other  little  pils  or  bals,  good 
for  nothing,  covered  with  haire.  .  .  .On 
the  backfide  also  of  the  leaf,  where  it  if 
reddifh,  yee  flial  find  sticking  certaine 
waterish  pearls,  white  and  tranfparent  or 
cleare  within,  so  long  as  they  be  soft  and 
tender,  wherein  there  breed  little  flies  or 
gnats,  howbeit  in  the  end  they  ripen  and 
wax  harder  in  the  manner  of  galls." 

After  centuries  of  conflicting  opinion, 
the  theory  of  insect  origin  gradually  as- 
serted its  claims,  as  offering,  though  still 
a  purely  conjectural,  at  least  a  logical  and 
reasonable,  explanation  of  the  phenome- 
non. 

The  precise  method  of  production  was 
yet  a  mystery.  Not  until  the  time  of 
Swammerdam,  I  believe,  was  the  puzzle 
fully  solved,  this  naturalist  being  the  first 
accredited  eye-witness  to  the  magic  touch 
of  the  tiny  fly  upon  the  leaf,  although  un- 
happily he  Avas  not  enabled  to  draw  from 
the  event  the  ultimate  visible  proof  which 
would  have  been  so  valuable  to  him. 

The  interesting  episode  which  he  first 


observed  has  since  been  w;itnessed  by 
many,  though  I  am  not  aware  with  any 
more  adequate  result  in  the  way  of  direct 
proof.  The  scientific  classification  of  the 
Cynips  is  primarily  based  upon  the  out- 
ward asi^ect  of  its  gall,  verified  by  the  in- 
sect which  is  identified  with  its  interior. 
Many  naturalists  have  no  doubt  seen  the 
gall-fly  at  work.  Once,  as  a  boy,  loun- 
ging, though  with  open  eyes,  beneath  an 
oak-tree  on  a  favorite  knoll,  I  was  permit- 
ted to  observe  the  act  very  minutely.  My 
fancy  had  been  aroused  for  some  little  time 
by  the  antics  of  a  brilliant  gold-eyed  fly 
running  hither  and  thither  upon  the  low 
sapling  leaves  of  an  oak  stump  at  m^y 
side,  a  post  oak  as  I  now  recall,  when  sud- 
denly a  diminutive  black  insect  hovered 
near,  and  lit  upon  the  leaf,  seemingly  in- 
tent on  driving  away  the  original  pos- 
sessor. I  looked  with  boyish  interest, 
hopefully  anticipating  a  battle  to  the 
death  between  the  rival  claimants;  but 
the  golden  midge,  perhaps  seeing  his  ad- 
versary so  well  armed,  took  wing  and 
abandoned  the  field.  The  new-comer 
was  a  minute  creature,  with  a  black  shiny 
body,  slender  scarlet  l#gs  and  antennae, 
and  glassy  wings.  The  insect  had  evi- 
dently arrived  on  business,  every  move- 
ment instinct  with  purpose,  and  being  in 
a  receptive  mood,  I  observed  her  closely. 
The  nature  of  her  calling  had  not  dawned 
upon  me,  until  I  presently  discovered  by  a 
peculiar  attitude  of  the  insect  the  presence 
of  w^iat  appeared  to  be  a  sting  protruding 
from  the  under  side  of  its  abdomen.  It 
now  became  obvious  that  this  piercer  was 
being  thrust  into  the  leaf  by  a  curious 
wriggling  motion  of  the  body,  thus  sug- 
gesting that  the  insect  was  in  truth  a 
gall-fly. 

The  resultant  fruit  of  this  Avound  I  did 
not  investigate,  but  the  probabilities  could 
doubtless  have  been  verified  by  actual 
fantastic  proof,  had  the  matter  been  fol- 
lowed up.  I  observed  that  the  hair-like 
ovipositor  penetrated  the  pulp  of  the  leaf 
close  to  the  mid- vein,  presumably  deposit- 
ing Avithin  a  tiny  egg,  and  ejecting  there- 
with a  magic  fluid,  w^hich  Avas  thenceforth 
to  Avork  its  marvels  upon  the  leaf,  demor- 
alizing its  adjacent  sap  and  fibre — a  venom 
poison  analogous  to  that  of  the  bee,  but 
Avith  latent  potentialities  of  mischief  with 
which  the  bee,  happily  for  its  victims,  is 
not  possessed. 

The  Avounded  portion  of  the  leaf  noAV 
begins  to  swell,  to  change  from  its  nor- 


840 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


mal  color;  even  its  veiy  texture  under- 
goes a  transformation,  and  its  surface 
begins  to  bristle  with  spines,  becomes  en- 
cased Avitli  ivor}',  coral,  or  wood,  or  per- 
liaps  clothed  with  down  or  wool,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  pet  whim  of  its  fairy  parent. 
The  embedded  egg,  it  has  been  conclusive- 
ly proven,  becomes  encysted,  and  grows 
apace  for  several  days,  presumablj^  by  ab- 
sorption of  the  surrounding  sap,  until  it  at 
length  hatches  into  a  small  wliitish  grub. 

The  precise  nature  of  this  strange  cel- 
lular metamorphosis  is  still  nnsolved. 
Many  of  the  older  authorities  have  held 
that  the  corroding  fluid  of  the  insect 
checks  the  flow  of  sap,  and  causes  a  fer- 
mentation, which  burns  the  contiguous 
tissues  and  changes  their  normal  color; 
that  the  sap  thus  turned  from  its  i^roper 
function  extra vasates  around  the  egg,  and 
becomes  solidified  around  the  same  by 
contact  with  the  air.  Others  have  main- 
tained that  the  abnormal  swelling  was  the 
result  of  the  continual  irritation  caused 
by  the  insect  gnawing  within :  but  this  has 
been  easily  refuted  by  the  fact  that  the 
gall  is  often  half  grown  even  while  the 
life  within  is  in*its  egg  estate.  And  it 
w^ould  also  seem,  from  my  own  observa- 
tion, based  on  the  common  absence  of  all 
excretory  indications,  that  the  larva  at  no 
time  is  addicted  to  gnawing  or  otherwise 
feeding  than  by  a  strange  process  of  ab- 
sorption. 

Rennie  attributed  the  swellings  to  the 
simple  force  of  expansion  of  the  sap  con- 
fined to  the  base  of  the  puncture,  the  ori- 
fice being  sealed  by  the  fly  with  gluten. 
All  these  suppositions  have  now  given 
way  to  the  generally  accepted  belief  that 
the  gall  is  but  a  natural  result  of  chemical 
irritation,  a  vegetable  excrescence  analo- 
gous to  an  inflamed  tumor  in  the  animal 
body,  caused  by  a  swelling  of  the  cellular 
tissue  and  an  organic  change  in  its  char- 
acter. 

Here  upon  a  single  white-oak  leaf,  side 
by  side,  appear  three  totally  distinct  forms, 
each  the  hibernaculum  of  an  equally  dis- 
tinct species  of  insect,  the  latter  hardly 
separable  in  identity  by  the  unaided  eye. 
These  tiny  scarlet  spicules  upon  the  maple 
leaf  are  known  to  no  other  tree,  and  their 
outward  form  is  as  correct  an  index  to  sci- 
ence as  the  winged  insect  within,  showing 
that  its  arts  are  confined  to  the  maple- 
tree  alone,  or  else  that  other  leaves  are 
unresponsive  to  its  touch.  The  same 
form  of  gall  inevitably  follows  the  touch 


of  its  specific  fly,  each  species  being  known 
at  a  glance  from  its  eccentric  fruit. 

It  is  notable  that  these  diminutive  in- 
sects are  excellent  botanists,  moreover, 
each  fly  thus  not  only  singling  out  its 
favorite  plant  or  tree,  but  always  confin- 
ing its  attacks  to  the  same  particular  part 
thereof,  thus,  the  currant  gall-fly  always 
seeks  the  flowering  catkins  of  the  oak, 
while  another  chooses  the  acorn,  suggest- 
ing a  new  meaning  of  the  familiar  line 
from  Midsiunmer-NigJifs Dream, 
"  eh-es  for  fear 

Creep  into  acorn  cups  and  hide  tlieni  tliere." 

This  one  selects  the  stem  of  the  bramble, 
or  another  the  thorny  rose  branch.  Here 
is  a  large  conical  growth  upon  the  tip  of 
a  willow  branch — seemingly  swollen  with 
sudden  ambition  to  become  a  pine  cone, 
the  result  of  an  insinuated  potency  im- 
planted within  the  heart  of  a  minute 
spring  leaf  bud — this  time  by  an  insect 
of  another  class,  a  minute  gnat. 

Again  the  bud  of  an  oak  invites  its 
cliarmer,and  is  transformed  to  a  mimic  ar- 
tichoke envelojiing  the  conjured  progenj^. 

I  had  almost  said  that  every  kind  of 
plant  is  possessed  of  its  special  protege,  the 
golden-rod,  jewel- weed,  gill,  aster,  hard- 
hack,  ginseng,  readily  suggest  themselves, 
while  no  tree  that  I  happen  to  recall  is 
exempt.  The  willow  has  a  number  of 
such  fosterlings,  likewise  the  beech,  ash, 
birch,  linden,  and  elm.  The  hickory  is 
in  great  demand,  while  the  sturdy  oak, 
with  somewhat  of  poetic  justice,  is  singled 
out  among  the  forest  to  sustain  the  hea- 
viest imi)ost  upon  its  vitalitj^  no  less  than 
sixty  species  of  gall  having  been  described, 
common  claimants  of  its  bounty.  Osten 
Sacken  twenty  years  ago  had  classified 
over  forty  species,  and  a  score  or  more 
have  since  been  added  by  other  observers — 
new  specimens  also  being  continually  dis- 
covered. 

The  white -oak  maintains  a  gall-fly 
constituency  of  thirty  or  more,  the  red, 
black,  and  willow  oaks  almost  an  equal 
number.  No  part  of  the  tree  is  exempt, 
for  while  the  leaves  are  especially  in  favor, 
there  are  about  fifteen  varieties  confined 
to  the  buds,  others  evolved  from  the  twigs, 
the  bark,  and,  as  I  have  said,  from  the  cat- 
kin and  acorn,  nor  does  even  the  root  es- 
cape. Their  variations  are  well  worth  a 
little  study.  Here  in  close  company  on 
the  leaf  of  a  rough  oak  are  two  individ- 
uals: one  a  polished  yellow  ball,  Avitli  a 
translucency  suggesting  a  grape.      Its  in- 
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tenor    is   a 
marvel,      re- 
minding* one  of 
the  seed  ball  of 
a  dandelion,  its  central 
^  >,    animated  nucleus  held      -^ 
in  its  proper  rela- 
tion to  the  outer  filmy 
shell     by      radiating    fi, 
web-like    spicules,     '-^o 
Its  neighbor  creeps        ' 
prostrate  by  its  side,  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  a 
lateral  nerve  of  the 
leaf,  an   undulating    -- 
tufted  cushion  covered 
with  the  softest  of  pink 
down. 

Here,  glued  fast  upon 
another  leaf,  are  veii- 
table   ox -heart  cherries. 
Again  we  find  a  thorn,       ^ 
and  now  a  mushroom, 
so  deceptive,  in  truth, 
^>.  ^     that  it  has  been  de- 
^vV     scribed  as  such. 

Almost  any  white 
oak  will  show  you  leaves 
studded  with  diminutive 
^      pink-cheeked     downy 
peaches.         Certain 
leaA^es     pay    their 
tribute  in  pearls, 
and  others  in  ru- 
bies.    This  offers 
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a  semblance  of  a  sea-weed,  with  a  compan- 
ion sponge  growing  by  its  side,  while  upon 
another  near  by  a  wriggling  company,  clad 
in  crimson  livery,  seem  to  hold  high  car- 
nival. A  curious  tableau  this,  alive  only 
in  the  outward  seeming,  as  a  grotesque 
compensation,  perhaps,  for  an  animating 
spirit  which  you  will  vainly  seek  within, 
as  this  gall  is  apparently  empty. 

If  you  care  to  search,  or  even  glance, 
among  the  ci-eeping  cinque-foils,  you  can 
hardly  avoid  noticing  the  "beads"  al- 
ready mentioned,  making  those  fruitless 
wiry  stems  to  rival  their  cousin  straw- 
berry in  their  mimetic  fruits.  These  are 
shown  in  our  border  design— bright  rosy 
or  crimson  berries  to  all  appearance, 
growing  in  mid-stem,  with  the  thwarted 
tips  of  the  latter  appearing  at  its  summit, 
and  winding  off  aimlessly — an  adventur- 
ous truant  shoot  caught  on  the  run.  and 
taught  to  sing  another  tune. 

This  gall  has  but  one  occupant,  a  true 
Cynips.  and  which,  like  any  of  its  fel- 
lows, may  be  easily  observed  by  gather- 
ing the  galls  in  autumn,  and  keeping  them 
in  a  box  until  spring. 

Among  the  branches  of  certain  wild 
roses  there  may  frequently  be  seen  anoth- 
er interesting  specimen,  suggesting  an  ex- 
aggerated form  of  the  ' '  caltrop""  of  ancient 
warfare,  spiny  balls,  in  which  the  thorny 


tendency  of  the  foster  stem  has  been  sad- 
ly augmented.  These. like  the  foregoing, 
are  the  strongholds  of  isolated  individuals. 
One  of  the  prettiest  products  of  these 
insect  magicians  is  the  famous  bedeguar, 
a  mossy  spongiole  common  to  the  branch- 
es of  the  brier-rose,  in  consistency  resem- 
bling the  central  contents  of  the  oak- 
apple,  only  it  is  brilliantly  and  various- 
ly colored  with  green,  pink,  and  crimson. 
It  is  the  American  protot\'pe  of  the  sim- 
ilar gall  of  Europe,  there  known  also  as- 
*' Robin  Goodfellow's  pincushion,''  and 
which  has  received  a  generous  share  of 
attention  alike  from  the  scientist  and 
romancer.  The  particular  mode  by 
which  these  soft  mo.ssy  fringes  are  shot 
out  from  the  stem  has  been  accounted  for 
by  various  learned  conjectures,  but  that 
tiny  sponge  continues  to  wipe  them  all 
out,  and  even  yet  defies  and  confounds 
the  wise  heads.  Why  the  spell  of  this 
particular  fairy  wand  should  invariably 
thus  clothe  the  branch,  investing  this  fos- 
ter brood  in  a  bed  of  moss,  while  in  an- 
other instance  encasing  a  similar  charge 
within  a  cradle  of  wood  armed  with 
spines,  is  one  of  those  mysteries  which 
neither  alembic  nor  microscope  nor  phi- 
losophy has  solved.  The  stems  of  our 
raspberries  and  blackberries  bear  analo- 
gous excrescences,  doubtless  familiar  to 
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many  of  my  readers  who  have  strolled 
afield.  One  of  these  is  a  hug-e  gall  grub 
caravansary,  if  I  may  so  speak,  monopo- 
lizing" the  entire  structure  of  the  stem, 
and  packed  v^ith  its  tiers  and  g-alleries  of 
snug-  cells,  each  with  its  well-fed  tenant. 
Daily  the  pulsating  sap,  which  is  thus 
compelled  to  pay  its  toll  both  ways  to  this 
hungry  host,  has  something  to  tell  about 
below. 

The  oak-apple  is  a  hang-er-on  of  the  red 
oak,  appearing  in  the  early  summer,  and 
•usually  adhering  to  some  vein  on  the  up- 
per surface  of  the  leaf.  They  are  now  of 
a  pale  green  or  a  slightly  rosy  color,  and 
if  broken  asunder  are  found  to  consist  of 
a  thin  outer  shell  enveloping  a  greenish 
spongy  mass,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a 
woody  cell  the  size  of  a  pea,  containing  a 
single  whitish  grub.  This  pulpy  pseudo- 
fruit  ripens  with  the  leaf,  and  falls  there- 
with in  the  autumn.  The  larva,  now  full- 
grown,  changes  to  a  pupa,  and  in  the  fol- 


lowing May,  in  the  semblance  of  its  wing- 
ed parent,  makes  its  escape  from  a  small 
round  hole  which  it  gnaws  through  cell 
and  outer  wall,  and  proceeds  to  exercise 
its  peculiar  prerogative  as  already  de- 
scribed. 

Besides  the  gall-flies,  or  Cynipid^e  prop- 
er, there  are  other  kinds  of  insects  equal- 
ly dem'oralizing  to  twigs  and  leaves.  The 
cone-gall  of  our  cordate  willow,  figured  in 
our  border  illustration,  is  one  of  these  har- 
lequin productions,  the  work  of  a  tiny 
gnat.  I  am  not  aware  that  this  tenement 
ever  harbors  a  parasite,  but  on  more  than 
one  occasion  I  have  observed  a  chickadee 
enacting  a  similar  function,  as  with  skil- 
ful bill  he  probed  the  summit  of  the  cone, 
and  deftly  removed  from  its  depths  its 
squirming  orange -colored  tidbit.  An- 
other related  species  of  insect  plays  its 
pranks  upon  the  terminal  bud  of  the 
osier,  literally  and  fittingly  evolving  from 
the  basket- willow  a  cradle  for  its  young. 
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ACT   FIFTH. 
Enter  Hastings  and  Servant. 

Hast.     You  saw  the  old  lady  and  Miss  Seville  drive  off,  you  say  ? 

Serv.     Yes,  your  honor.     They  went  off  in  a  post-coach,  aiK:  ^        ^ 

'Squire  went  on  horseback.     They're  thirty  miles  off"  by  this  time. 

Hast.     Then  all  my  hopes  are  over. 

Serv.  Yes,  sir.  Old  Sir  Charles  is  arrived.  He  and  the  old  gentleman  of 
the  house  have  been  laughing  at  Mr.  Marlow's  mistake  this  lialf  Jiour.  Tliey 
are  coming  this  way. 

Hast.  Then  I  must  not  be  seen.  So  now  to  my  fruitless  appointment  at 
the  bottom  of  the  garden.     This  is  about  the  time.  \^Exit. 

Enter  Sir  Charles  and  Hardcastle. 

Hard.  Ha!  ha  I  ha!  The  peremptory  tone  in  wliicli  he  sent  fortli  his  sub- 
lime commands ! 

Sir  Chas.  And  the  re- 
serve with  which,  I  suppose, 
he  treated  all  your  advances. 

Hard.  And  yet  he  might 
have  seen  something  in  me 
above  a  common  innkeep- 
er, too. 
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8iK  Char.  Yes,  Dick,  ])ut  lie  mistook  vou  U>r  an  uncommon  innkeeper — 
ha!  hal  lia! 

IIaki).  AV^ell,  Tin  in  too  good  spirits  to  think  of  anything  hut  joy.  Yes, 
my  dear  friend,  this  union  of  our  families  will  make  our  personal  friendships 
hereditary  ;  and  though  my  daughter's  fortune  is  hut  small — 

Sir  Chas.     AV^hy,  Dick,  will   you  talk   of   fortune  to   me  ^     AFy  son   is  ])os- 
sessed  of  more  than  a  competence  already,  and  can  M'ant  nothing  hut  a  good 
and  virtuous 
other — as  you 

JIaki).   'If, 
as  told  me  so. 

8lll  CUAS. 

Hard.  I  saw  him  grasp  lier  liand  in  the  warmest  manner  myself;  and  here 
he  comes  to  ])nt  you  out  of  your  /Vis*.  \  warrant  liim. 

Kntrr  ^Iaki.ow. 

]\lAia-.  I  come,  sir,  once  more,  to  ask  pardon  f(jr  my  strange  conduct.  I 
can  scarce  reflect  on  my  insolence  without  confusion. 

Hard.  Tut,  hoy,  a  trifle.  You  take  it  too  gravely.  An  hour  i)V  two's 
laughing  with  my  daughter  will  set  all  to  rights  again.  She'll  never  like  you 
the  worse  for  it. 

Marl.     Sir,  1  shall  he  always  j>roud  of  her  a])prol)ation. 

Hard.  Approhation  is  but  a  cold  word,  .Mr.  Marlow ;  if  I  am  not  deceived^ 
you  have  something  more  than  approhation  thereabouts.      You  take  me? 

Marl.     Jleally,  sir,  J  have  not  that  ha})piness. 

Hard.  Come,  boy,  Tm  an  old  fellow,  and  know  what's  what  as  well  as  you 
that  are  younger.     I  know  what  has  passed  between  you  ;  but  mum. 

Marl.  Sure,  sir,  nothing  has  passed  between  us  but  the  most  profound  re- 
spect on  my  side,  and  the  most  distant  reserve  on  hers.  Y"ou  don't  think,  sir, 
that  my  impudence  has  been  passed  ui)on  all  the  rest  of  the  family  { 

Hard.  lnn)n(lence!  Xo,  I  don't  say  that — not  quite  impudence — though 
girls  like  to  be  played  with,  and  runjpled  ;i  Uttlc  too,  sometimes.  But  she  has 
told  no  tales,  I  assure  you. 

Marl.     I  never  gave  her  the  slightest  cause. 

Hard.  Well,  well,  I  like  modesty  in  its  place  Avell  enough.  But  this  is 
overacting,  young  gentleman.  Y^ou  may  be  open.  Your  father  and  I  will  like 
you  the  better  for  it. 

Marl.     May  I  die,  sir,  if  I  ever — 

PIard.     I  tell  you  she  don't  dislike  you  ;  and  as  I'm  sure  you  like  her — 

Marl.     Dear  sir — I  protest,  sir — 

Hard.  I  see  no  reason  why  you  should  not  be  joined  as  fast  as  the  parson 
can  tie  you. 

Marl.     But  hear  me,  sir — 

Hard.  Y^our  father  approves  the  match  ;  I  admire  it ;  every  moment's  de- 
lay will  be  doing  mischief ;  so — 

Marl.  But  why  won't  you  hear  me  I  By  all  that's  just  and  true,  I  never 
gave  Miss  Hardcastle  the  slightest  mark  of  my  attachment,  or  even  the  most 
distant  hint  to  suspect  me  ot  affection.  We  had  but  one  interview,  and  that 
was  formal,  modest,  and  uninteresting. 

Hard.     {jVslde^  This  fellow's  formal  modest  impudence  is  beyond  bearing. 

Sir  Ciias.     And  you  never  grasped  her  hand,  or  made  any  protestations? 

Marl.  As  Heaven  is  my  witness.  I  came  down  in  obedience  to  your  com- 
mands. I  saw  the  lady  without  emotion,  and  parted  without  reluctance.  I 
hope  you'll  exact  no  further  proofs  of  my  duty,  nor  prevent  me  from  leaving 
a  house  in  wdiich  I  suffer  so  many  mortiiications.  {Exit. 
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"  TUT,  BOY,  A    TRIFLE," 


Sir  Chas.     I'm  astonislied  at  the  air  of  sincerity  with  which  he  parted. 
Hard.     And  I'm  astonished  at  the  deliberate  intrepidity  of  his  assurance. 
Sir  Chas.     I  dare  pledge  my  life  and  honor  upon  his  truth. 
Hard.     Here  comes  my  daughter,  and  I  would  stake  my  happiness  upon 
her  veracity. 

Enter  Miss  Hardcastle. 

Hard.  Kate,  come  hither,  cliild.  Answer  us  sincerely  and  without  reserve  ; 
has  Mr.  Marlow  made  you  any  professions  of  love  and  affection  ? 

Miss  Hard.  The  question  is  very  abrupt,  sir !  But  since  you  require  unre- 
served sincerity,  I  think  he  has. 

Hard.     {To  Sir  Charles.)  You  see. 

Sir  Chas.  And  pray,  madam,  liave  you  and  my  son  had  more  than  one 
interview  ? 

Miss  Hard.     Yes,  sir,  several. 

Hard.     {To  Sir  Charles)  You  see. 

Sir  Chas.     But  did  he  profess  any  attachment? 

Miss  Hard.     A  lasting  one. 

Sir  Chas.     Did  he  talk  of  love  ? 

Miss  Hard.     Much,  sir. 
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Sir  Chas.     Amazing!     And  all  this  formally? 

Miss  Hard.     Formally. 

Hard.     ]^ow,  my  friend,  I  hope  you  are  satisfied. 

Sir  Ciias.     And  how  did  he  behave,  madam  ? 

Miss  Hard.  As  most  professed  admirers  do.  Said  some  civil  things  of  my 
face ;  talked  mnch  of  his  want  of  merit,  and  the  greatness  of  mine ;  men- 
tioned his  heart,  gave  a  short  tragedy  speech,  and  ended  with  pretended 
rapture. 

Sir  Chas.  'Now  I'm  perfectly  convinced,  indeed.  I  know  his  conversation 
among  women  to  he  modest  and  submissive ;  this  forward  canting  ranting 
manner  by  no  means  describes  him ;  and,  I  am  confident,  he  never  sat  for  the 
picture. 

Miss  Hard.  Then,  what,  sir,  if  I  should  convince  you  to  your  face  of  my 
sincerity  ?  If  you  and  my  papa,  in  about  half  an  hour,  will  place  yourselves 
behind  that  screen,  you  shall  hear  him  declare  his  passion  to  me  in  person. 

Sir  Chas.  Agreed.  And  if  I  find  him  what  you  describe,  all  my  happi- 
ness in  him  must  have  an  end,  [Exit. 

Miss  Hard.  And  if  you  don't  find  him  what  I  describe — I  fear  my  happi- 
ness must  never  have  a  beginning.  [Exeunt. 
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RIDE !  on  through  the  rush  of  the  rain 
coming'  down  in  sheets  from  the  un- 
broken gray  of  the  sky ;  on  over  the  dreary 
desolation  of  the  prairie,  now  splashing 
through  wide  pools  of  water,  now  flounder- 
ing ankle-deep  through  the  thick,  tenacious 
mud  of  the  Avide  trail,  not  a  living  crea- 
ture in  sight,  nothing  but  the  brown  grass 
of  the  plains  stretching  for  miles  to  the 
misty  horizon.  Ride!  down  the  slippery 
sides  of  the  "  coulees,"  through  the  foam- 
ing waters  of  the  streams  swirling  and 
rushing  along  in  yellow  torrents.  Up, 
good  horses,  up  the  steep  banks,  slipping 
and  stumbling  over  rain-loosened  stones ; 
on  over  the  prairie  again .  Ride !  on  to- 
ward the  solitary  ranch  just  looming 
through  the  mist  away  beyond  there,  the 
water  streaming  from  our  oil-skins,  drip- 
ping from  our  soft,  wide-brimmed  hats, 
and  running  down  the  flanks  of  our  tired 
horses.  Ride!  on  up  to  the  wide-open 
door  of  the  rough  mud-roofed  cabin,  its 
two  lonely  inhabitants — flannel-shirted, 
heavily  booted  government  teamsters — 
standing  expectantly  in  front.  Rustle, 
boys,  rustle !  fresh  horses  to  carry  us  on 
to  the  distant  river  and  to  the  boat  that  is 
to  take  us  back  again  to  home  and  friends, 
our  only  chance,  perhaps,  for  days,  if  not 
weeks,  for  the  season  is  late,  and  the  river 
falling  in  spite  of  the  heavy  rains.     The 


brimming  cup  of  sweet  warm  milk,  hand- 
ed to  us  with  ready  hospitality,  fresh  from 
the  cows  standing  in  the  fenced-ofi^  space 
behind  the  ranch,  Ave  drink  thankfully, 
and  then  on  again  through  the  steadily 
increasing  downpour  of  the  rain.  Ride ! 
through  the  rows  of  sage-brush,  glistening 
silvery  blue  in  the  wet,  onward  and  still 
onward,  to  the  bare  hills  miles  in  front  of 
us,  beyond  which  we  know  the  river  is 
swiftly  flowing.  Ride'!  guided  by  the 
endless  line  of  poles  supporting  the  mili- 
tary telegraph  line  that  runs  from  the 
lonely  frontier  garrison  Ave  rode  out  from 
at  daybreak  this  morning.  Ride!  past 
the  long  train  of  wagons,  creeping  slowly 
toward  us,  drawn  by  their  patient  long- 
horned  "bull  teams,"  and  freighted  with 
supplies  for  Uncle  Sam's  "boys  in  blue," 
some  of  whom,  trudging  along-  through 
the  mud,  or  peering  at  uri  from  under  the 
canvas  covering  of  the  foremost  wagon, 
Avave  their  hats  in  greeting  to  us.  A 
mounted  officer — rubber-coated, glistening 
wet  —  hails  us,  and  wheeling  his  horse 
about,  gallops  alongside  of  us,  Avith  polite 
request  to  forward  a  forgotten  message  to 
the  little  outpost  we  are  bound  for.  Thank- 
ing us,  and  Avitli  hearty  "good-by,  good 
luck,"  he  canters  back  again,  riding  with 
the  free,  easy,  firm  seat  of  the  American 
cavalryman ;  and  "slacking not  speed  nor 
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RIDE    THROLGll    THE    STORM. 


drawing  rein,"  we  turn  and  look  back  at 
the  already  distant  wagons  as  they  wind 
along  the  trail,  their  white  covers  almost 
melting  into  the  prevailing  moist  gray  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  relieving  only  against 
the  dark  expanse  of  prairie.  Ride!  up 
through  gently  rising  openings  in  the  hills 
now,  their  bare,  rugged  sides  rising  high 
above  us,  the  rills  of  water  rushing  down 
them  seaming  and  scarring  them,  and 
spreading  deep  sloughs  of  red,  sticky  mud 
in  our  way.  Ride!  hour  after  hour,  un- 
til with  a  final  spurt  we  cross  the  butte 
in  front  of  us,  and  there — broad,  curving 
gracefully  through  the  deep  valley  be- 
low, shining  like  purest  silver  in  a  sud- 
den burst   of  light  that  breaks   through 


the  cloud  masses  above — there  flows  the 
"  Wild  Missouri."  Hurrah !  on  once  more ! 
down  the  hill-side  and  out  over  the  short 
stretch  of  green  plain  to  the  brink  of  the 
stream,  and  wet,  dead  tired,  hungry,  and 
thirsty,  we  pull  up  our  snioking,  panting 
horses  at  the  log  cabin  of  the  soldier  tel- 
egraph operator,  beyond  which,  nestling 
in  the  shelter  of  cottonwood  and  willow 
trees,  gleam  the  white  walls  of  half  a  doz- 
en tents,  marking  the  camp  of  the  little 
detachment  of  bluecoats,  a  solitary  out- 
post of  the  garrison  forty  miles  back  of  us 
over  the  prairie. 

"No  boat  yet,  but  expect  it  every  hour. 
Telegraphed  at  4  a.m.  from  above.  Prob- 
ably stuck  on  a  sand-bar.      Water  pretty 
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low,  and  navigation  slow.  Come  and 
take  something"!" — which  hospitable  offer 
of  the  young-  subaltern  commanding-  the 
camp,  wet  and  chilled  through  as  we  are, 
is  gratefully  accepted,  and  we  make  our- 
selves as  comfortable  as  the  prevailing 
dampness  and  the  mosquitoes  will  permit. 
With  the  gathering  shades  of  evening, 
and  as  the  storm  clouds  are  drifting  away, 
a  distant  throbbing  sound  breaks  through 
the  calm  air,  and  simultaneously  with  the 
long-drawn  cry  of  ' '  Stea-ea-eambo-o-oat !" 
from  the  blue-coated  loungers  on  the 
bank,  the  long-expected  stern-wheeler,  its 
high  chimneys  rolling  out  volumes  of 
smoke  and  sliowers  of  bright  sparks,  flash- 
ing like  fire-flies  in  the  gloaming,  glides 
slowly  into  view,  and  with  much  ringing 
of  bells  from  the  pilot-house  and  much 
vociferation  and  hard  cursing  from  a 
very  energetic  and  hoarse-voiced  mate, 
comes  to  a  stop  alongside  the  bank,  and 


is  made  fast  by  stout  hawsers  to  conven- 
ient trees.  Bidding  farewell  to  our  kind- 
ly young  host,  we  seek  ' '  the  seclusion  that 
our  cabin  grants,"  and  soon  forget  the  fa- 
tigue and  discomforts  of  the  day  in  deep 
and  refreshing  slumber. 

Early  the  next  morning,  with  the  first 
light  of  day,  our.  journey  down  the  great 
river  begins.  Onward,  day  after  day,  we 
steam  through  the  wilderness,  traversing 
scenes  of  weird  desolation  and  savage 
beauty.  On  through  the  great  high  hills 
rising  abrux^tly  from  the  water's  edge;  on 
through  the  "Bad  Lands,"  with  the 
strange,  fantastically  shaped  "  buttes"  and 
turreted  heights,  pile  upon  pile,  brightly 
colored  in  bands  of  red,  purple,  black,  and 
yellow,  rising  like  walls  of  ancient  and 
ruined  fastnesses  of  some  by-gone  and 
long-forgotten  race  of  giants.  Down  the 
river,  now  rushing  rapidly  through  nar- 
row baiiks,  now  spreading,  broken   with 
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shoals  aud  sand-bars,  fav  out  on  all  sides, 
a  mile  or  more  in  "width  ;  down  the  river, 
gradually  opening  up  the  bottom  lands, 
the  deep  ravines  and  '"coulees"  running 
back  into  the  hills;  sometimes  we  see 
deer  or  antelope  feeding  on  the  banks, 
or  rushing  madly  away  in  alarm  at  the 
approach  of  the  noisy,  smoking  mon- 
ster. At  night  we  ''tie  up''  at  conven- 
ient places,  for  navigation  is  dangerous 
through  a  country  where  there  are  no 
light-houses  or  warning  beacons,  and  on  a 
river  where  the  channel  is  so  constantly 
changing.  As  the  light  fades  away  in 
the  west  we  slacken  speed  and  run  un- 
der the  high  banks,  where  the  "roost- 
ers,"' as  the  deck  hands  are  called,  scram- 
ble up  through  the  loose  sand,  dragging 
the  heavy  ropes  behind  them,  and  making 
them  fast  to  trees,  or  to  spars  buried  deep 
in  the  soft  earth.  Sometimes  we  stop 
at  a  "wood-yard"'  where  some  "squaw- 
man*' — i.  e. ,  white  man  with  Indian  wife — 
or  some  half-breed,  solitary  dwellers  in 
the  wilderness,  turn  an  honest  penny  now 
and  then  hj  the  sale  of  wood  to  the  occa- 
sional passing  steamer.  Many  of  these 
•'wood-hawks''  are  honest  men,  no  doubt, 
but  many  of  them  are  desperate  charac- 
ters, leading  a  lawless  life,  and  as  brutal 
in  their  instincts  and  as  dangerous  as  the 
Avild  red  men,  their  neighbors,  and  often 
connected  with  them  by  ties  of  blood 
through  the  rather  loose  marriage  ties  of 
savage  life.  At  one  of  the  little  land- 
ing-places we  hear  rumoi's  of  a  raid  by 
Yigilants  on  the  desperadoes  and  horse- 
thieves  who  have  established  their  haunts 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  and  its  trib- 
utaries, and  for  a  long  time  have  endan- 
gered the  lives  and  property  of  the  hon- 
est settlers  and  travellers  through  the 
sparsely  settled  country  south  of  the  great 
stream.  A  band  of  them  had  carried  their 
audacity  to  such  an  extent  as  to  attack 
the  escort  of  an  army  paymaster  en  route 
to  a  military  post  to  pay  the  troops  sta- 
tioned there,  and  although  they  failed  in 
their  object,  at  least  one  of  the  soldiers 
guarding  the  treasure  had  met  with  his 
death  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  while 
protecting  the  property  of  the  government. 
Smoke  has  been  seen  rising  over  the 
trees  down  the  river,  vague  rumors  of  a 
fight  below  seem  to  fill  the  air,  and  the 
feeling  of  excitement  communicates  itself 
to  our  little  group  of  passengers,  and  as 
the  boat  swings  out  again  into  the  swift 
yellow  current  and  continues  on  her  voy- 


age down-stream,  we  gather  along  her  low 
rails,  looking  out  curiously  and  anxious- 
ly ahead  at  the  high,  sandy,  tree-covered 
banks  on  either  side.  Rounding  a  long 
point  of  land  running  out  into  the  river, 
a  call  from  the  pilot-house  attracts  our 
attention  to  a  blackened,  smoking  heap  of 
ashes  on  the  left  bank — all  that  is  left  of  a 
ranch  that  had  stood  there — and  a  short 
distance  further  down  we  slow  up  a  little 
at  the  still  burning  ruins  of  another  house. 
' '  It's  the  Jones  boys'  ranch,"'  saj's  the  mate. 
"By  Jiminy  the  cow-boys  is  makin"  a  ter- 
rible clean  sweep  of  the  kentry."'  That 
they  have  not  been  long  gone  is  evident. 
Two  half-charred  wagons  stand  in  the 
'"corral,"'  the  wooden  fence  of  which  is 
brightly  burning,  the  flames  licking  the 
edge  of  a  great  wood-pile  that  even  as  we 
pass  bursts  into  flames.  In  a  small  field 
of  waving  corn  joining  a  potato  patch 
the  carcass  of  a  mule  is  lying,  while  right 
on  the  bank,  the  red  blood  still  flowing 
from  a  hole  in  its  head,  a  large  dog — a 
hound— is  stretched  lifeless.  Near  a  pile 
of  debris,  which  may  have  been  a  kitch- 
en or  other  out-house  of  some  kind,  for  a 
pot  or  two  and  a  tin  camp  kettle  are  hang- 
ing from  the  low  fire-seared  branches  of  a 
tree  hard  by,  a  few  chickens,  shrilly  cack- 
ling, are  huddled  together.  No  other  sign 
of  life  is  visible,  and  as  we  proceed,  the 
quiet  of  the  wilderness  is  broken  only  by 
the  snort  of  our  steam  -  pipes  and  the 
thump,  thump,  of  our  great  wheel  beating 
up  the  muddy  waters.  Suddenly  there  is 
a  movement  among  the  "roosters"  on  the 
deck  below ;  they  are  gazing  with  bated 
breath  and  blanched  faces  at  something 
on  the  river's  bank.  Follow  the  direc- 
tion of  their  gaze,  and  peer  into  the  dense 
thicket  where,  above  the  matted  willows 
growing  up  from  the  black  ooze,  that  dead 
tree  raises  its  white,  barkless  branches  like 
skeleton  ai'ms,  as  if  in  fearful  exultation 
over  the  dreadful  fruit  it  bears.  Almost 
hidden  from  our  sight  by  the  tangle  of 
underbrush  and  low  trees,  something  is 
hanging  there  motionless  and  still,  some- 
thing formless  and  shadowy  in  the  gloom 
of  the  jungle,  something  indistinct,  but 
fearful  in  its  mystery  and  silence,  a  si- 
lence rendered  yet  more  appalling  by  the 
hoarse  croaks  of  the  black- winged  ravens, 
ill-omened  carrion  birds,  circling  above 
the  thicket,  and  fluttering  on  the  topmost 
branches  of  the  blasted  tree. 

'"Look!  look!  down  thar  by  them  cot- 
tonwoods!    that's  them  I    that's  the  cow- 
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boys'/'  Half  hidden  in  a  mass  of  wild 
rose-bushes,  backed  by  the  gray  trunks 
and  graceful  feathery  foliage  of  the  i)op- 
lars,  a  group  of  men  and  horses  is  stand- 
ing. We  gather  close  up  to  tlie  rail,  eager 
to  see  the  dread  horsemen,  the  result  of 
whose  avenging  ride  we  have  witnessed 
but  a  short  half-hour  ago.  As  the  cur- 
rent takes  the  boat  close  inshore,  and  we 
approach  nearer  and  nearer,  they  present 
an  interesting  tableau.  Most  of  them 
have  dismounted  and  are  standing  at 
their  horses'  heads  waist-deep  in  the  weeds 
and  wild  flowers,  bronzed-faced,  resolute- 
looking  men,  unconsciously  picturesque 
in  costume  and  attitude;  briglit-barrelled 
Winchesters  swing  across  their  high- 
pommelled  saddles,  on  which  is  bound 
the  scanty  baggage  of  the  cow-boy,  while 
a  few  pack-mules  quietlj^  crop  the  grass  a 
few  paces  in  their  rear  under  the  care  of 
their  driver.  They  are  evidently  under 
some  discipline,  for  no  one  else  moves  as 
a  tall,  handsome,  blond-bearded  man,  flan- 
nel-shirted,  high-booted,  with  crimson  silk 
kerchief  tied  loosely,  sailor  fashion, around 
his  sunburned  neck, advances  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  with  courteous  Avave  of  broad- 
brimmed  hat  hails  the  boat.  Clang!  goes 
the  gong;  the  big  wheel  stops.  The 
stranger  politely  requests  information 
about  the  purchase  of  some  supplies,  and 
inquires  as  to  the  news  up  the  river. 
Many  on  board  recognize  him  for  a  man 
of  wealth  and  education  well  known  in 
the  Territory,  but  nothing  is  said  as  to  the 
errand  of  himself  and  his  men  in  this  dis- 
tant wild  region.  During  our  parley  his 
men  remain  quietly  at  their  posts,  and 
when  their  leader,  his  questions  answered, 
returns  toward  them,  and  we  move  on 
again,  we  can  see  them  mount  and  ride 
off  over  the  hills  in  a  straggling,  dust-en- 
veloped little  column. 

Down  the  river,  now  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously scraping  over  the  wide  sand-bars, 
now  swiftly  gliding  along,  aided  by  the 
rapid  -  flowing  current;  down  the  river 
through  the  Country  of  Hell,  w^ith  its 
broad  desert  plains  and  barren  brown 
hills,  inky  black  where  the  moving  clouds 
cast  their  shadows;  down  the  river  past 
old  abandoned  Indian  trading  posts  fast 
crumbling  into  ruins,  past  the  lonely  mil- 
itary telegraph  station,  where  we  learn  of 
the  passage  of  a  "dug-out,"  with  its  crew 
of  fugitive  desperadoes  flying  from  the 
wrath  of  the  cow-boys ;  down  the  river  be- 
tween  perpendicular    sand -banks,  crum- 


bling away  at  the  touch  of  the  "  rollei's'* 
caused  by  the  passage  of  our  boat,  scar- 
ing up  flocks  of  wild-geese  and  swift-fly- 
ing, blue-winged  heron;  down  the  river 
through  lovely  prairies  covered  with  wav- 
ing grasses  and  gayly  colored  wild  flow- 
ers, into  the  Indian  country, until,  looking 
across  one  of  the  long.  Hat,  outrunning 
points  of  land  that  mark  the  constantly 
I'ecurring  curves  of  the  river,  there,  shin- 
ing in  the  morning  sun,  the  di.stant  build- 
ings of  the  military  post,  our  destination, 
gleam  bright  under  the  blue,  white,  and 
scarlet  folds  of  the  national  standard 
floating  gracefully  out  from  its  tall  pole 
against  the  deep  warm  ])urj)le  of  the  sky 
beyond.  Hundreds  of  Indian  tepees  are 
scattered  over  the  wide  plain,  and  at  our 
approach  we  can  see  the  inmates  hurry- 
ing to  the  banks  to  watch  the  arrival  of 
the  great  steamer.  Wild-looking  savages, 
their  faces  smeared  with  streaks  of  bright 
vermilion  or  orange,  are  watering  their 
horses,  their  gaudily  clothed  forms  reflect- 
ing straight  down  in  the  mirror-like  sur- 
face of  the  water;  some  half -clad  lads, 
who,  lying  prone  upon  their  bellies,  and 
leaning  far  over  the  high  banks,  have 
been  fishing  in  the  stream,  pull  in  their 
lines  and  race  along  the  shore,  their  coarse 
black  hair  floating  out  behind,  and  their 
bronze-colored  naked  limbs  moving  with 
untrammelled  ease,  as  they  easily  keep 
pace  with  the  boat;  young  bucks  mount- 
ed on  half-tamed  ponies  gallop  along  and 
mingle  with  the  throng;  the  white  som- 
breros and  light  blue  uniforms  of  the 
Indian  police  contrast  strangely  with  the 
party-colored  rags  of  their  fellow-savages. 
As  we  slowly  paddle  up  to  the  landing  we 
make  our  preparations  to  land,  recogniz- 
ing our  acquaintances  in  the  little  group  of 
shoulder-strapped  bluecoats  near  the  am- 
bulance, which  has  just  been  drawn  up  to 
the  bank  by  its  team  of  four  strong  mules, 
and  are  soon  exchanging  greetings  with 
our  friends,  who  receive  us  with  the 
frank,  kindly,  ready  hospitality  of  the 
American  soldier. 

"Here,  sergeant,  this  baggage  to  my 
quarters,  please.  Now,  then,  all  aboard! 
Fire  away,  driver!"  And  with  crack  of 
long -thonged  w^iip  and  simultaneous 
lashing  out  of  four  pair  of  iron-shod 
heels,  away  we  go  over  the  prairie  to  the 
post.  Hi,  mules!  rattle  along  through 
the  tepees,  dusky  faces  peering  through 
the  dark  openings  in  their  sides;  swing 
around  the  corner  past  the  agent's  house^ 
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into  the  broad  road  by  the  agency 
buildings,  past  the  trader's  stores  with 
the  lounging  red -skins  sunning  them- 
selves, leaning  against  the  rough,  mud- 
plastered  walls,  or  going  in  and  out 
of  the  open  doorway;  doff  your  hats, 
gentlemen,  to  smiling,  prettily  dressed 
ladies  driving  by  in  pony-cart.  Eattle 
along,  mules,  past  the  log  huts  of  the  In- 
dian scouts,  with  the  little  half-naked 
black -eyed  children  scurrying  hastily 
away  to  the  shelter  of  their  roofs,  to 
where  the  squaws  are  seated  on  the 
ground  by  the  fires  in  the  open  air  or  en- 
gaged in  some  menial  work  —  past  the 
group  of  white  -  sheeted,  painted  -  faced 
young  bucks  gambling  for  cartridges  on 
the  road-side — out  again  on  the  dusty 
plain  through  outlying  tepees — up  to  the 
trim,  clean  "adobe"  barracks  of  the  sol- 
diers, looking  over  the  parade — past  the 
many-barrelled  Gatlings,  grimly  pointing 
toward  the  village,  to  the  "adobe"  houses 
of  "The  Row."  Swing  around  !  past  the 
guard-house,  the  white-gloved  sentry  rat- 
tling his  glittering  riiie  smartly  to  shoulder 
in  salute,  and  bring  up  at  the  hospitably 
opened  door  of  our  genial  host's  quarters, 
where  soon  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the 
little  garrison  are  gathered,  eager  for 
news  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  outer 
world,  and  full  of  kindly  offers  of  their 
services.  The  events  that 
have  taken  place  up  the 
river  are  already  known  to 
them :  four  men  had  been 
killed,  and  their  bodies 
consumed  by  the  fire,  at 
the  fight  at  the  Joneses' 
ranch,  others  had  been 
captured  and  hung,  and 
some — number  unknown 
— had  escaped.  Orders 
have  been  received  from 
below  to  look  out  for  the 
fugitives,  as  some  of  them 
are  suspected  of  being 
members  of  the  band  that 
"jumped"  the  paymaster 
some  weeks  ago.  The 
scouts  are  out  even  now, 
but  have  not  been  heard 
from  as  yet,  and  these 
horse-thieves  are  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  coun- 
try that,  provided  they 
don't  get  starved  out 
somewhere,  it  will  be  a 
difficult  matter   to    catch 


them.  In  a  low  whitewashed  room  in  a 
rough  log  cabin  by  the  post-trader's  stores 
dinner  is  served  for  the  bachelors'  mess, 
and  we  fall  to  heartily,  and  thoroughly 
enjoy  the  bountiful  and  palatable  fare, 
after  the  monotony  of  the  scanty  menu  of 
the  boat  with  our  sometimes  not  overnice 
table  companions. 

Retreat  has  been    sounded ;  the  flag, 
opening    out    its    graceful    folds,    comes 
waving  down  the  tall  staff  simultaneous- 
ly with  the  thunder  of  the  evening  gun; 
and  we  cross  the  parade  for  a  stroll  out 
along  the  banks  of  the  creek  that  flows 
tranquilly  over  its  sandy  bed  in  the  deep 
ravine  in   rear   of   the   post.     Although 
the  sun  has  disappeared,  the  western  sky 
is  all  aglow  with  his  light,  and  it  is  the 
pleasantest  time  of  the  day,  this  long  hour 
of  Northern  twilight,  before  the  shadows 
of  night  close  in  on 
the  fair  landscaj^e  be- 
'*  fore  us      Down  be- 

us,   where 


low 


the 


A   "wood-hawk," 
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creek  spreads  out  into  a  wide  and  deep 
pool,  some  young  Indian  girls  are  bath- 
ing in  its  cool  waters,  and  their  laughing 
voices  rise  up  melodiously  in  the  still  air. 
Some  squaws  are  squatted  along  the  edge 
filling  their  w^ater  jars  or  dipping  their 
squalling  little  imppooses,  clothes  and  all, 
into  the  stream. 

Following  the  path  along  the  bluff  to- 
ward the  high  ground  in  our  front,  stop- 
ping for  a  moment  at  some  graves  fenced 
in  w4th  neat  w^hite  palings,  where  some 
poor  fellows  are  silently  "awaiting  the 
last  reveille,"  as  we  see  is  inscribed  in  rude 
characters  on  the  little  head-boards,  we 
climb  to  the  top  of  the  mound,  and,  turn- 
ing, look  back  at  the  scene  below  us.  At 
our  feet  lies  the  little  fort,  with  its  square 
parade-ground  flanked  by  the  "Officers' 
Row''  opposite  the  barracks  of  the  men, 
and  at  either  end  by  the  guard-house  and 
quartermaster's  stores  and  offices  and  the 
post  hospital.  We  can  see  the  soldiers 
gathered  about  the  doors  of  their  quar- 
ters, while  in  the  open  space  between  the 
fort  and  the  agency  buildings,  standing 
white  and  straggling  beyond,  and  rising 
above  the  tepees  grouped  near  by,  some 
young  Indians  are  racing  their  horses, 
yelling  and  whooping  like  fiends.  Still 
further  beyond,  w^here  w^e  can  see  the 
shining,  curving  river,  and  the  creek  emp- 
tying its  waters  into  it,  the  village  is  lying, 
the  smoke  from  its  many  fires  melting  into 
the  air  above.  Very  gradually  the  light 
fades,  gray  shadows  are  stealing  over  the 
prairie;,  where  the  great  herd  of  agency 
cattle  is  slowly  moving;  the  platforms  on 
which  the  red-skins  deposit  the  bodies  of 
their  dead  stand  out  on  the  mounds  black 
against  the  sky,  and  the  weird,  sobbing 
wail  of  mourning  women  strikes  discord- 
antly on  our  ears.  Lights  begin  to  twinkle 
in  the  barracks,  and,  ringing  out  clear  and 
mellow,  the  bugle  is  sounding  "first  call" 
for  tattoo. 

A  day  or  two  pass  quietly  and  unevent- 
fully. We  visit  the  range,  and  waste  some 
ammunition  at  the  big  targets  with  the 
men,  and  sometimes,  the  regular  i^ractice 
over,  some  of  the  ladies — no  mean  shots — 
join  us  at  the  "butts."  We  roam  about 
the  village  and  agency,  and  scrape  ac- 
quaintance with  many  of  our  red  brethren, 
sometimes  sitting  in  their  tepees  and  en- 
deavoring to  learn  as  much  as  we  can  of 
the  mysteries  of  the  sign  language,  and  to 
master  some  of  their  guttural  phrases. 

One  warm  sunshiny  afternoon,  two  or 


three  days  after  our  arrival  at  the  post,  as 
we  lounge  in  a  rocking-chair  of  the  "sit- 
ting-room'' of  the  quarters,  enjoying  a 
quiet  smoke  and  discussing  the  news  from 
a  pile  of  journals  just  arrived  by  the 
semi-weekly  mail,  which  has  to  be  brought 
on  liorseback  or  by  buckboard  nearly  a 
hundred  miles  over  the  prairie  from  the 
nearest  stage  station,  the  oft-repeated  tap- 
tap-r-r-ratatattat  of  the  drum  over  by  the 
connnandant's  office,  and  a  subdued  sound 
of  voices  near  tlie  barracks,  rouse  us  u]) 
from  our  half-reclining  attitude,  and  we 
step  to  the  window  to  see  what  reason 
there  is  for  the  unusual  stir.  Two  sweat- 
covered  horses  stand  with  heaving  flanks, 
heads  bowed  down,  necks  outstretched, 
before  the  door  of  the  office,  and  an  In- 
dian scout  squats  on  the  ground  beside 
them,  holding  the  bridles  loosely  in  his 
hand.  In  spite  of  his  air  of  stolid  indif- 
ference, his  disordered  dress — loose  gray 
shirt,  mud-splashed  blue  regulation  trou- 
sers, bead  -  embroidered,  yellow  -  fringed, 
and  betasselled  buckskin  leggings — shows 
that  he  has  ridden  hard  and  fast. 
Through  the  open  door,  standing  hat  in 
hand  by  the  commandant's  desk,  who, 
seated  in  his  office  chair,  half  turns  around 
and  looks  up  into  the  speaker's  face,  we 
see  the  half-breed  chief  of  the  scouts  as  he 
eagerly  and  somewhat  excitedly  makes 
his  report.  The  door  of  the  quarters  next 
to  ours  opens,  and  a  young  officer,  booted 
and  in  field  dress,  great-coat  over  his  arm, 
revolver  swinging  in  its  leather  holster  at 
his  side,  comes  forth  and  hurries  across 
the  parade,  calling  out  to  us  in  answer  to 
our  hail:  "The  scouts  have  corralled  the 
thieves  up  on  the  Birdtail,  and  Ave're  going 
to  fetch  them  in.'' 

Over  by  the  barracks  the  men  detailed 
for  the  duty  are  busily  engaged  preparing 
for  the  march,  rolling  up  their  great  gray 
blankets,  slinging  on  haversacks  and  can- 
teens, and  buckling  the  canvas  prairie 
belts  filled  wath  brass-cylindered,  leaden- 
headed  cartridges.  One  by  one  they 
emerge  from  the  doorways  of  their  quar- 
ters, and,  "falling  in,'' rifle  in  hand,  an- 
swer to  their  names  as  the  roll  is  called 
by  the  sergeant.  Rattling  up  from  the 
corral  come  the  wagons  that  are  to  con- 
vey the  soldiers  across  the  prairie  to  the 
place  to  which  the  bandits  have  been 
traced. 

At  daw^n  next  morning,  accompanying 
the  commandant,  we  drive  out  to  the 
scene  of  the  hunt,  for  veritable  hunt  it 
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is,  and  that  after  the  noblest  of  all  game 
— human  being-s  imaged  like  ourselves. 
Where  a  high  bluff  overhangs  for  miles  a 
wide  morass,  a  thick,  almost  impenetra- 
ble jungle  of  dwarf  willows,  so  matted 
and  interlaced  that  the  light  of  day  scarce- 
ly can  penetrate  through 
the  dense  covering  of  their 
leaves,  is  the  place  where  the 
scouts  have  first  discovered 
signs  of  the  fugitives.  Be- 
yond flows  the  river,  so  that 
their  skiff,  having  been 
found  and  captured,  under 
cover  of  the  night,  by  the 
chief  scout,  who,  swimming 


for,  with  the  exception  of  a  bloody  coat  and 
a  revolver,  nothing  more  is  found  after 
the  capture  of  some  miserable,  desperate 
wretches,  who,  making  but  slight  resist- 
ance, surrender  on  recognizing  the  govern- 
ment uniform .  Miserable-looking  wretches 


/^£r-^    - 


and  wading  the  stream  from  the  opposite 
shore,  had  towed  the  boat  away  from  its 
hiding-place,  the  escape  of  the  desperadoes 
is  cut  off  by  way  of  the  water.  We  find 
the  bluff  picketed  along  its  whole  extent 
by  the  troops,  some  of  whom  stand,  rifle 
in  hand,  looking  out  over  the  swamp, 
from  which  the  mists  of  the  morning  are 
slowly  rising,  while  others  are  gathered 
about  an  occasional  small  fire,  warming 
their  chilled  frames  and  hastily  cooking 
a  frugal  breakfast. 

Down  in  the  thickets  the  scouts  and  some 
of  the  soldiers,  aided  by  their  savage  allies, 
are  beating  the  bush,  and  scattering  rifle- 
shots and  a  yell  now  and  then  from  the  In- 
dians indicate  that  the  trail  is  hot.  Hot  it 
may  be,  but  the  pursuit  is  soon  given  up, 


FAIR    SHARP-SHOOTERS. 

they  are,  as,  guarded 
by  the  vigilant  soldiers, 
they  are  marched  into  the 
post.  Wild-eyed  and  hag- 
gard, covered  with  mud  and  dirt, 
their  brier-torn  clothing  hanging 
in  shreds  from  their  frames,  ema- 
ciated with  hunger,  one  of  them  with  bul- 
let-torn arm  bound  in  blood-stained  band- 
ages, their  abject  appearance  well  proves 
that ' '  the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard, " 
as  they  are  securely  confined  in  the  lock- 
up of  the  guard-house,  there  to  await  what 
fate  has  in  store  for  them. 

The  ripple  of  excitement  on  the  usually 
calm  surface  of  life  in  the  remote  frontier 
fort  caused  by  the  raid  has  subsided,  and 
the  garrison  settles  down  into  the  monot- 
onous routine  of  its  every-day  work.  Hay 
and  wood  for  the  coming  long  winter  are  be- 
ing cut  and  brought  in,  quarters  are  repair- 
ed ;  sometimes  we  drive  out  for  a  shot  at  the 
prairie-chickens,  or  visit  the  agency,  watch- 
ing the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  In- 
dians, or  going  about  with  the  agent  or  his 
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assistants,  studying  the  methods  bj^  wliich  the  sav- 
age is  being  schooled  in  the  way  of  life  of  the 
white  man.      And  a  strange  sight  it  is  to  see 
one   or  two  hundred  fantastically  attii*ed 
braves,  working  away  under  the  hot  sun 
with  pick  and  shovel  at  tlie  great  ir- 
rigating ditch  which  is  to  convert 
the  grass-grown  plain  into  a  gar- 
den of  plenty. 

The  time  for  our  depart- 
ure is  at  liand.    Fi-om  the 
top  of  the  guard-house 
the  lookout  has  sig- 
nalled      "Smoke 
'way  up  the  riv- 
er,''     where 
the    boat, 


'oo6a'u 


ZJf 


probably    the     last 

one  down  this  season, 

is  slowly  making  its  way 

through    the    now    almost^ 

unnavigable     channel.       AVe  r 

make  our  farewell  calls  on  the 

families  of  our  kind  entertain-  a  hot  trail. 

ers,  and  once  more  climbing 

into   the  waiting  ambulance,  .  -,  .,        •  ^  ■ 

rattle  away  to  the  landing-place.     It  is  late  m  the  evening  and  the  river  shines 

like  fluid  gold  under  the  bright  light  of  the  sky:  before  us  the  land  opposite  stretches 

awav  flat  to  the  round  buttes  on  the  far  horizon;  naked  trees,  where  a  fire  has 
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scorched  their  limbs,  rise  up  out  of  the  pur- 
ple undergrowth,  and  stand  out  against 
the  sky  in  fantastic  shapes ;  far  out  over 
the  plain  some  figures,  men  and  horses, 
are  moving. 

Patiently  v^e  v^ait  near  a  huge  pile  of 
buffalo-robes  and  other  freight ;  the  usual 
curve  in  the  river  prevents  a  sight  of  the 
steamboat,  but  we  can  see  her  smoke  ris- 
ing over  the  trees  where  she  seems  to  be 
stationary.  "Stuck  on  the  bar,  I'll  bet 
my  boots !"  says  a  great,  long-limbed  team- 
ster, stretched  at  full  length  on  the  pile  of 
skins.  ' '  Injin  Charlie  told  me  this  morn- 
in'  that  he  an'  Chicken  waded  the  river  at 
the  P'int  yesterday.  I  don't  believe  she'll 
git  down  as  far  as  this  to-night ;  the  water 
is  terrible  low." 

Deeper  and  deeper  grow  the  shades  of 
evening.     The  moon  rises  red  and  angry, 


and  casts  long,  quivering  reflections  down 
into  the  water.  ' '  She  cometh  not,  he 
said,  parodies  a  musical  voice  from  the 
w^agon.  ' '  You  will  have  to  put  up  with 
our  rude  frontier  accommodations  for 
another  night,  I  fancy."  It  looks,  in- 
deed, as  if  it  were  useless  to  tarry  any 
longer  to-night,  so,  nothing  loath,  as  far 
as  enjoying  ' '  the  rude  frontier  accom- 
modations" for  another  night  is  con- 
cerned, we  drive  back  to  the  post  in  the 
darkness.  It  is  late  on  the  following  aft- 
ernoon before  the  boat  finally  gets  over 
the  bar  and  steams  up  to  the  landing,  and 
we  once  more  bid  farewell  to  our  good 
friends,  this  time  really  to  leave  them. 

Down  the  river  once  more,  sometimes 
aground  for  hours  on  mud -banks  and 
sand-bars,  literally  wading  over  them 
inch  by  inch  with  the  help  of  our  huge 
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spars,  sometimes  running  free  and 

swift    with    the    deep,    fast-flowing 

current:  down  the  river  past  n.cie 

Indian  villages  and   irac:  .: 

posts,  past  green  hills,  white- 


^'3f^ 


^  a^y^ 


# 


^^'^ 


*2^*. 


GOOD- BY. 


streaked  where  the  gypsum  crops 
through,  reminding  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish downs:  across  the  reservation 
lines,  past  a  "ranch"  or  two,  out- 
lying pioneer  posts  of  west  ward- 
march  Lng  civilization  :  down  the 
river  into  boundless  tracts  of  oats 
and  grain  and  great  waving  fields  of 
com :  past  large,  prosperous-looking 
farms  and  great  ranches,  on  under 
the  iron  railway  bridge  to  the  levee 
of  the  busy  little  frontier  city. 

And  now  as  we  stand  on  the  rear  platform 
of  the  "sleeper"  on  the  Atlantic  Express  this 
fine  evening,  looking  back  over  the  long  per- 
spective of  the  rails  as  we  fly  over  them 
homeward  bound,  we  take  back  with  us  to 
the  far  East  grateful  remembrances  of  the 
kind  and  '"comradely"  treatment  we  have 
met  with  at  the  hands  of  the  American 
soldier,  and  a  thorough  appreciation  of  the 
hardships  and  privations,  the  dangers  and 
vicissitudes,  of  his  life  on  the  wild  fron- 
tier— an  honorable  life  of  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  arduous  duties  and  of  devotion 
to  Ills  colors. 


SPEmGHAYEjSr. 

BY    E.  D.  BLACKMOriE. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

AS     OTHERS     SEE     us, 

DMIRAL  DARLING-  was  very  particular  in  trying 
to   keep  his  grounds   and  garden   tolerably  tidy 
always.     But  he  never  succeeded,  for  the  sim- 
ple reason  that  he  listened  to  every  one's  ex- 
cuses;  and  not  understanding  a  walk  or  a 
lawn  half  so  well  as  the  deck  of  a  bat- 
tle-ship, he  was  always  defeated  in  argu- 
ment. 

"Here's  a  state  of  things!"  he  used 
to  say  in  summer-time;  "thistles  full  of 
seed  within  a  hiscuit-heave  of  my  front 
door,  and  other  things— I  forget  their 
names— with  heads  like  the  head  of  a 
capstan  bursting,  all  as  full  of  seeds  as 
a  purser  is  of  lies  I" 

"Your  lordship  do  not  understand 
them  subjects,"  Mr.  Swipes,  the  head 
gardener,  was  in  the  habit  of  replying; 
"and  small  l)lame  to  you,  in  my  opin- 
ion, after  so  many  years  upon  the  briny 
wave.  Ah !  they  can't  grow  them  things 
there." 

"Swipes,  that  is  true,  but  to  my  mind 
not  at  all  a  satisfactory  reason  for  grow- 
ing them  here,  just  in  front  of  the  house  and  the  windows.     I  don't  mind  a  few  in 
the  kitchen-garden,  but  you  know  as  well  as  I  do,  Swipes,  that  they  can  have  no 
proper  business  here." 

"1  did  hear  tell  down  to  the  Club,  last  night,"  Mr.  Swipes  would  reply,  after  wiping 
his  forehead,  as  if  his  whole  mind  were  perspired  away,  "though  I  don't  pretend  to 
say  how  far  true  it  may  be,  that  all  the  land  of  England  is  to  be  cultivated  for  the 
public  good,  same  as  on  the  continence,  without  no  propriety  or  privacy,  my  lord. 
But  I  don't  altogether  see  how  they  be  to  do  it.  So  I  thought  I'd  better  ask  your 
lordship." 

"For  the  public  good!  The  public-house  good,  you  mean."  The  Admiral  an- 
swered nine  times  out  of  ten,  being  easily  led  from  the  track  of  his  wrath,  and  tired 
of  telling  Swipes  that  he  was  not  a  lord.  "How  many  times  more  must  I  tell  you, 
Swipes,  that  I  hate  tliat  Jacobin  association  ?  Can  you  tell  me  of  one  seaman  belong- 
ing to  it  ?  A  set  of  fish-jobbers,  and  men  wdth  barrow^s,  and  cheap- jacks  from  up  the 
country.  Not  one  of  my  tenants  would  be  such  a  fool  as  to  go  there,  even  if  I 
allowed  him.  I  make  great  allowances  for  you.  Swipes,  because  of  your  obstinate 
nature.  But  don't  let  me  hear  of  that  Club  any  more,  or  you  may  go  and  cultivate 
for  the  public  good." 

"Your  lordship  knows  that  I  goes  there  for  nothing  except  to  keep  up  my  burial. 
And  Avith  all  the  work  there  is  upon  this  place,  the  Lord  only  knows  when  I  may  be 
requiring  of  it.  Ah!  I  never  see  the  like;  I  never  did.  And  a  ?jlade  of  grass  the 
wrong  way  comes  down  on  poor  old  Swipes !" 

Hereupon  the  master,  having  done  his  duty,  was  relieved  from  overdoing  it,  and 
went  on  other  business  with  a  peaceful  mind.     The  feelings,  however,  of  Mr.  Swipes 
were  not  to  be  appeased  so  lightly,  but  demanded  the  immediate  satisfaction  of  a  pint 
of  beer.      And  so  large  was  his  charity  that  if  his  master  fell  short  of  duty  upon  that   , 
point,  he  accredited  liim  with  the  good  intention,  and  enabled  him  to  discharge  it. 
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"My  dear  soul,"  he  said,  ^vith  symp- 
toms of  exhaustion,  to  good  Mrs.  Cloam, 
the  housekeeper,  Avho  had  all  the  keys  at 
her  girdle,  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  Mon- 
day morning,  "  what  a  day  we  did  have 
yesterday  I'' 

"A  mercy  upon  me,  Mr.  Swipes,"  cried 
Mrs.  Cloam,  who  was  also  short  of  breath, 
*'  how  you  did  exaggerate  my  poor  narves, 
a-rushiugup  so  soft,  with  the  cold  steel  in 
both  your  hands  I" 

•'Ah  I  ma'am,  it  have  right  to  be  a 
good  deal  wuss  than  that,''  the  chivalrous 
Swipes  made  answer,  with  the  scythe  be- 
side his  ear.  "  It  don't  consarn  what  the 
masters  say,  though  enough  to  take  one's 
legs  off.  But  the  ladies,  Mrs.  Cloam,  the 
ladies — it's  them  as  takes  our  heads  off." 

"  Go  'long  with  you,  Mr.  Swipes  I  You 
are  so  disastrous  at  turning  things.  And 
how  much  did  he  say  you  was  to  have 
this  time  ?  Here's  Jenny  Shanks  coming 
up  the  passage." 

"Well,  he  left  it  to  myself:  he  have 
that  confidence  in  me.  And  little  it  is  I 
should  ever  care  to  take,  with  the  power 
of  my  own  will,  ma'am.  Why,  the  little 
brown  jug,  ma'am,  is  as  much  as  I  can 
manage  even  of  our  small  beer  now.  Ah ! 
I  know  the  time  when  I  would  no  more 
have  thought  of  rounding  of  my  mouth 
for  such  small  stuff  than  of  your  growing 
up,  ma'am,  to  be  a  young  woman  with  the 
sponsorship  of  this  big  place  upon  you. 
Wonderful!  wonderful!  And  only  yes- 
terday, as  a  man  with  a  gardening  mind 
looks  at  it,  you  was  the  prettiest  young 
maiden  on  the  green,  and  the  same — bar- 
ring marriage — if  you  was  to  encounter 
with  the  young  men  now." 

"  Oh,"  said  Mrs.  Cloam,  w^ho  was  fifty, 
if  a  day,  "  how  you  do  make  me  think  of 
sad  troubles,  Mr.  Swipes !  Jenny,  take  the 
yellow  jug  with  the  three  beef- eaters  on 
it,  and  go  to  the  third  cask  from  the  door 
— the  key  turns  upside  down,  mind — and 
let  me  hear  you  whistle  till  you  bring  me 
back  the  key.  Don't  tell  me  nonsense 
about  your  lips  being  dry.  You  can  whis- 
tle like  a  blackbird  when  you  choose." 

"Here's  to  your  excellent  health,  Mrs. 
Cloam,  and  as  blooming  as  it  finds  you 
noAV,  ma'am  I  As  pretty  a  tap  as  I  taste 
since  Christmas,  and  another  dash  of  malt 
would  'a  made  it  worthy  a'most  to  speak 
your  health  in.  Well,  ma'am,  a  leetle 
drop  m  crystal  for  yourself,  and  then  for 
my  business,  which  is  to  inquire  after 
your  poor  dear  health  to-day.     Blooming 


as  you  are,  ma'am,  you  must  bear  in  mind 
that  beauty  is  only  skin-deep,  Mrs.  Cloam ; 
and  the  purtier  a  flower  is,  the  more  deli- 
cate it  grows.  I've  a-been  a-thinking  of 
you  every  night,  ma'am,  knowing  how 
you  must  'a  been  put  about  and  driven. 
Tlie  Admiral  have  gone  down  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  Miss  Dolly  to  stare  at  the  boats 
going  out." 

"Then  I  may  speak  a  word  for  once  at 
ease,  Mr.  Swipes,  though  the  Lord  alone 
knows  what  a  load  is  on  my  tongue.  It 
requires  a  fine  gardener,  being  used  to  del- 
icacy, to  enter  into  half  the  worry  we  have 
to  put  up  with.  Heroes  of  the  Nile,  in- 
deed, and  bucklers  of  the  country !  Why, 
he  could  not  buckle  his  own  shoe,  and 
Jenny  Shanks  had  to  do  it  for  him.  Not 
that  I  blame  him  for  having  one  arm,  and 
a  brave  man  he  is  to  have  lost  it,  but  that 
he  might  have  said  something  about  the 
things  I  got  up  at  a  quarter  to  five  every 
morning  to  make  up  for  him.  For  cook 
is  no  more  than  a  smoke-jack,  Mr.  Swipes; 
if  she  keeps  the  joint  turning,  that's  as 
much  as  she  can  do." 

"And  a  little  too  fond  of  good  beer,  I'm 
afeard,"  replied  Mr.  Swipes,  having  emp- 
tied his  pot.  "Men's  heads  was  made 
for  it,  but  not  women's,  till  they  come  to 
superior  stations  in  life.  But,  oh,  Mrs. 
Cloam,  what  a  life  we  lead  with  the  crotch- 
ets of  they  gentry !" 

"It  isn't  that  so  much,  Mr.  Swipes,  if 
only  there  was  any  way  of  giving  satis- 
faction. I  wish  everybody'  who  is  born 
to  it  to  have  the  very  best  of  everything, 
likewise  all  who  have  fought  up  to  it. 
But  to  make  all  the  things  and  have  no- 
thing made  of  them,  w^hether  indigestion 
or  want  of  appetite,  turns  one  quite  into 
the  Negroes  almost,  that  two  or  three  peo- 
ple go  on  with." 

"  I  don't  look  at  what  he  hath  aten  or 
left,"  Mr.  Swipes  made  answer,  loftily; 
"that  lieth  between  him  and  his  own 
stommick.  But  what  hath  a'  left  for  me, 
ma'am  ?  He  hath  looked  out  over  the 
garden  when  he  pleased,  and  this  time  of 
year  no  w^eeds  is  up,  and  he  don't  know 
enough  of  things  to  think  nothing  of 
them.  When  liis  cliaise  come  down  I 
was  out  by  the  gate  with  a  broom  in  my 
hand,  and  I  pulled  off  my  hat,  but  his  eye 
never  seemed  to  lay  hold  of  me."' 

' '  His  eye  lays  hold  of  everything,  wheth- 
er he  makes  'em  feel  or  no.  One  thing 
I'm  sure  of — he  was  quite  up  to  Miss  Dol- 
ly, and  the  way  she  carries  on  with  you 
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"here  was  beautiful  cantering  ground." — [see  page  865.] 


know  who,  every  blessed  Sunday.     If  that 
is  what  they  go  to  chnrch  for — " 

"But,  my  dear  soul,"  said  the  genial 
Swipes,  whose  heart  was  enlarged  with 
the  power  of  good  beer,  "when  you  and  I 
was  young  folk,  what  did  we  go  to  church 
for?  I  can't  speak  for  you,  ma'am,  being 
ever  so  much  ^^ounger,  and  a  baby  in  the 
gallery  in  long  clothes,  if  born  by  that 
time ;  but  so  far  as  myself  goes,  it  was  the 
gu'ls  I  went  to  look  at,  and  most  of  'em 
come  as  well  to  have  it  done  to  them." 

"That  never  was  my  style,  Mr.  Swipes, 
though  I  know  there  were  some  not  above 
it.  And  amongst  equals  I  won't  say  that 
there  need  be  much  harm  in  it.  But  for  a 
young  man  in  the  gallery,  with  a  long  stick 
of  the  vile-base  in  his  hand,  and  the  only 
clean  shirt  of  the  week  on  his  back,  and 
nothing  but  a  plank  of  pitch  to  keep  him, 
however  good-looking  he  may  be,  to  •  be 
looking  at  the  daughter,  and  the  prettiest 
one  too,  though  not  the  best,  some  people 
think,  of  the  gentleman  that  owns  all  the 
houses  and  the  haven — presumption  is  the 
smallest  word  that  I  can  find  to  use  for  it; 
and  for  her  to  allow  it,  fat — fat  something 
in  the  nation." 

"Well,  ma'am,"  said  Mr.  Swipes,  whose 
views  were  loose  and  liberal,  "it  seems 
a  little  shock  at  first  to  those  on  trust  in 
families.  But  Dannel  is  a  brave  boy,  and 
might  fight  his  way  to  glory,  and  then 


they  has  the  pick  of  the  femmels  up  to  a 
thousand  pound  a  year.  You  know  what 
happened  the  miller's  son,  no  further  off 
than  Upton.  And  if  it  hadn't  been  for 
Dannel,  when  she  was  a  little  chit,  where 
would  proud  Miss  Dolly  be,  with  her  fea- 
thers and  her  furbelows  ?  Xatur'  is  the 
thing  I  holds  by,  and  I  sees  a  deal  of  it. 
And  betwixt  you  and  me  and  the  bedpost, 
ma'am,  whoever  hath  Miss  Dolly  will  have 
to  ride  to  London  on  this  here  scythe. 
Miss  Faith  is  the  lass  for  a  good  quiet 
man,  without  no  airs  and  graces,  and  to 
my  judgQient  every  bit  as  comely,  and 
more  of  her  to  hold  on  by.  But  the 
Lord  "a  mercy  upon  us,  Mrs.  Cloam,  you've 
a-been  married  like  my  poor  self ;  and  you 
knows  what  we  be,  and  we  knows  what 
you  be.  Looks  'ain't  much  to  do  with  it 
after  the  first  week  or  two.  Ifs  the  cook- 
ing, and  the  natur',  and  the  not  going 
contrairy.  Blieve  Miss  Dolly  would  go 
contrairy  to  a  hangel,  if  her  was  j'ined  to 
him  three  days." 

' '  Prejudice  I  prejudice  I"'  the  housekeep- 
er replied,  while  shaking  her  finger  se- 
verely at  him.  ' '  You  ought  to  be  above 
such  opinions,  Mr.  Swipes,  a  superior 
man,  such  as  you  are.  If  Miss  Faith 
came  into  your  garden  reading  books, 
and  finding  fault  here  and  there,  and 
snifling  at  the  fiowers,  a  quarter  so  often 
as  pretty  Dolly  does,  x^erhaps  you  wouldn't 
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make  such  a  perfect  angel  of  her,  and  run 
down  lier  sister  in  comparison.  But  your 
wonderful  Miss  Faith  comes  peeping  here 
and  poking  there  into  pots  and  ])ans,  and 
asking  the  maids  how  their  mothers  are, 
as  if  lier  father  kept  no  housekeeper.  She 
provoked  me  so  in  the  simple-room  last 
week,  as  if  I  was  hiding  thieves  there, 
that  I  asked  her  at  last  whether  she  ex- 
pected to  find  Mr.  Erie  there.  And  you 
should  have  seen  iiow  she  burst  out  cry- 
ing; for  something  had  turned  on  her 
mind  before." 

"Well,  I  couldn't  have  said  that  to 
her,"  quoth  the  tender-hearted  Swipes — 
"  not  if  she  had  come  and  routed  out  ev- 
ery key  and  every  box,  pot,  pan,  and  ptin- 
iiier  in  the  tool-house  and  stoke-hole  and 
vinery !  The  pretty  dear !  tlie  pretty  dear ! 
And  such  a  lady  as  slie  is!  Ah,  you  wo- 
men are  hard-hearted  to  one  another, 
when  your  minds  are  up !  But  take  my 
word  for  it,  Mrs.  Cloam,  no  one  will  ever 
have  the  chance  of  making  your  beautiful 
Miss  Dolly  cry  by  asking  her  where  her 
sweetheart  is." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

A  SQUADRON  IN  THE  DOWNS. 

' '  My  dear  girls,  all  your  courage  is 
gone,"  said  Admiral  Darling  to  his  daugh- 
ters at  luncheon,  that  same  Monday ;  "  de- 
parted perhaps  with  Lord  Nelson  and 
Frank.  I  hate  the  new  style  of  such 
come-and-go  visits,  as  if  there  was  no  time 
for  anything.  Directly  a  man  knows  the 
ways  of  the  house,  and  you  can  take  him 
easily,  off  he  goes.  Just  like  Hurry,  he 
never  can  stop  quiet.  He  talks  as  if 
peace  was  the  joy  of  his  life,  and  a  quiet 
farm  his  paradise,  and  very  likely  he  be- 
lieves it.  But  my  belief  is  that  a  year 
of  peace  would  kill  him,  now  that  he  has 
made  himself  so  famous.  When  that  sort 
of  thing  begins,  it  seems  as  if  it  must  goon." 

"  But,  father  dear,"  exclaimed  the  elder 
daughter, ' '  you  could  have  done  every  sin- 
gle thing  that  Lord  Nelson  has  ever  con- 
trived to  do,  if  you  had  only  happened  to 
be  there,  and  equally  eager  for  destruc- 
tion. I  have  heard  you  saj^  many  times, 
though  not  of  course  before  him,  that  you 
could  have  managed  the  battle  of  the  Nile 
considerably  better  than  he  did.  And  in- 
stead of  allowing  the  great  vessel  to  blow 
up,  you  would  have  brought  her  safe  to 
Spithead." 


"  My  dear,  you  must  have  quite  misun- 
derstood me.  Be  sure  that  you  never  ex- 
press such  opinions,  which  are  entirely 
your  own,  in  tlie  presence  of  naval  of- 
ficers. Though  I  will  not  say  tluit  they 
are  quite  without  foundation." 

"Why,  papa,"  cried  Miss  Dolly,  who 
was  very  truthful,  when  her  own  inter- 
ests were  not  involved,  "you  have  often 
said  twice  as  much  as  that.  How  Avell  I 
remember  having  heard  you  say — " 

"You  young  people  always  back  up 
one  another,  and  you  don't  care  what  you 
make  your  poor  father  sa}'.  I  wonder 
you  don't  vow  that  I  declared  I  could 
jump  over  the  moon  with  my  uniform  on. 
But  I'll  tell  you  what  we'll  do,  to  bring 
back  your  senses — we  will  go  for  a  long' 
ride  this  fine  afternoon.  I've  a  great 
mind  to  go  as  far  as  Stonnington." 

"Now  how  many  times  have  you  told 
us  that?  I  won't  believe  it  till  we  get 
there,''  young  Dolly  answered,  with  her 
bright  eyes  full  of  joy.  "You  must  be 
ashamed  of  yourself,  jmpa,  for  neglecting 
your  old  friend's  son  so  long." 

"  Well,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am,  my 
dear,"  confessed  the  good-natured  Ad- 
miral; "but  no  one  but  myself  has  the 
least  idea  of  the  quantity  of  things  I  have 
to  do." 

"Exactly  what  old  Swipes  said  this- 
very  morning,  only  much  more  impress- 
ively. And  I  really  did  believe  him, 
till  I  saw  a  yellow  jug,  and  a  horn  that 
holds  a  pint,  in  the  summer-house.  He 
threw  his  coat  over  them,  but  it  was  too- 
late." 

"Dolly,  I  shall  have  to  put  you  in  the 
blackhole.  Y^ou  belong  too  much  to  the 
rising  generation,  or  the  upstart  genera- 
tion is  the  proper  word.  What  would 
Lord  Nelson  say  ?  I  must  have  him 
back  again.  He  is  the  man  for  strict  dis- 
cipline.'' 

"Oh,  I  want  to  ask  one  thing  about 
my  great  godfather.  You  know  he  only 
came  down  with  one  portmanteau,  and 
his  cocked-hat  box,  and  two  hampers. 
But  when  I  went  into  his  bedroom  to  see, 
as  a  goddaughter  should,  that  his  pillow 
was  smooth,  there  he  had  got  tacked  up 
at  the  head  of  his  bed  a  picture  of  some 
very  beautiful  lady,  and  another  at  the 
side,  and  another  at  the  foot  I  And  Jenny 
Shanks,  who  couldn't  help  peeping  in,  to 
see  how  a  great  hero  goes  to  sleep,  wishes 
that  she  may  be  an  old  maid  forever  if 
she  did  not  see  him  say  his  prayers  to 
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them.  Now  the  same  fate  befall  me  if  I 
don't  find  out  who  it  is.  You  must  know, 
papa,  so  you  had  better  tell  at  once." 

"That  hussy  shall  leave  the  house  to- 
morrow. I  never  heard  of  anything*  so 
shameless.  Mrs.  Cloam  seems  to  have  no 
authority  whatever.  And  you  too,  Dol- 
ly, had  no  business  there.  If  any  one 
went  to  see  the  room  comfortable,  it 
should  have  been  Faith,  as  the  lady  of 
the  house.  Ever  since  you  persuaded 
me  that  you  were  too  old  for  a  governess, 
you  seem  to  be  under  no  discipline  at 
all." 

"Now  you  know  that  you  don't  mean 
that,  papa.  You  say  those  cruel  things 
just  to  make  me  kiss  you,"  cried  Dolly, 
with  the  action  suited  to  the  word,  and 
with  her  bright  hair  falling  upon  his 
snowy  beard  the  father  could  not  help  re- 
turnino:  the  salute;   "but  I  must  know 


who  that  lady  is.  And  what  can  he  want 
with  three  pictures  of  her  ?" 

"How  should  I  know,  Dolly?  Per- 
haps it  is  his  mother,  or  perhaps  it  is  the 
Queen  of  Naples,  who  made  a  Duke  of 
him  for  what  he  did  out  there.  Now  be 
quick,  both  of  you,  or  no  ride  to-day.  It 
is  fifteen  long  miles  to  Stonnington,  I  am 
sure,  and  I  am  not  going  to  break  my 
neck.  As  it  is,  we  must  put  dinner  off 
till  half  past  six,  and  we  shall  all  be 
starved  by  that  time.  Quick,  girls,  quick ! 
I  can  only  give  you  twenty  minutes." 

The  Admiral,  riding  with  all  the  vigor 
of  an  ancient  mariner,  looked  well  be- 
tween his  two  fair  daughters,  as  they 
turned  their  horses'  heads  inland,  and 
made  over  the  downs  for  Stonnington. 
Here  was  beautiful  cantering  ground, 
without  much  furze  or  many  rabbit- 
holes,  and  lovely  air  flowing  over  green 
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waves  of  land,  to  greet  and  to  deepen  the 
rose  upon  young  cheeks.  Behind  them 
was  tlie  broad  sea,  looking  steadfast,  and 
spread  with  slowly  travelling  tints;  be- 
fore them  and  around  lay  the  beauty  of 
the  earth,  with  the  goodness  of  the  sky 
thrown  over  it.  The  bright  world  quiv- 
ered with  the  breath  of  spring,  and  her 
smile  was  shed  on  everything. 

"What  a  lovely  country  we  have  been 
through !  I  should  like  to  come  here  ev- 
ery day,"  said  Faith,  as  they  struck  into 
the  London  road  again.  "If  Stonning- 
ton  is  as  nice  as  this,  Mr.  Scudamore  must 
be  happy  there." 

"Well,  we  shall  see,"  her  father  an- 
swered. "My  business  has  been  upon 
the  coast  so  much,  that  I  know  very  little 
about  Stonnington.  But  Scudamore  has 
such  a  happy  nature  that  nothing  would 
come  much  amiss  to  him.  You  know 
why  he  is  here,  of  course  ?" 

"No,  I  don't,  papa.  You  are  getting 
so  mysterious  that  you  never  tell  us 
anything  now,"  replied  Dolly.  "I  only 
know  that  he  was  in  the  navy,  and  now 
he  is  in  a  grammar  school.  The  last  time 
I  saw  him  he  was  about  a  yard  high." 

"He  is  a  good  bit  short  of  two  yards 
now,"  said  the  Admiral,  smiling  as  he 
thought  of  him,  "but  quite  tall  enough 
for  a  sailor,  Dolly,  and  the  most  active 
young  man  I  ev^er  saw  in  my  life,  every 
inch  of  him  sound  and  quick  and  true. 
I  shall  think  very  little  of  your  judg- 
ment unless  you  like  him  heartily;  not 
at  first,  perhaps,  because  he  is  so  shy, 
but  as  soon  as  you  begin  to  know  him. 
I  mean  to  ask  him  to  come  down*  as  soon 
as  he  can  get  a  holiday.  His  captain 
told  me,  when  he  served  in  the  Diomede, 
that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  ship  to 
come  near  him  for  nimbleness  and  quiet 
fearlessness." 

"Then  what  made  him  take  to  his 
books  again  ?  Oh,  how  terribly  dull  he 
must  find  them !  Why,  that  must  be 
Stonnington  church,  on  the  hill!" 

"Yes,  and  the  old  grammar  school 
close  by.  I  was  very  near  going  there 
once  myself,  but  they  sent  me  to  Win- 
chester instead.  It  was  partly  through 
me  that  he  got  his  berth  here,  though  not 
much  to  thank  me  for,  I  pah  afraid.  Sixty 
pounds  a  year  and  his  rations  isn't  much 
for  a  man  who  has  been  at  Cambridge. 
But  even  that  he  could  not  get  in  the  navy 
when  the  slack  time  came  last  year.  He 
held  no  commission,  like  many  other  fine 


young  fellows,  but  had  entered  as  a  first- 
class  volujiteer.  And  so  he  had  no  rating 
when  this  vile  peace  was  patched  up — ex- 
cuse me,  my  dear,  what  I  meant  to  say 
was,  when  the  blessings  of  tranquillity 
were  restored.  And  before  that  his  fa- 
ther, my  dear  old  friend,  died  very  sud- 
denly, as  you  have  heard  me  say,  with- 
out leaving  more  than  would  bury  him. 
Don't  talk  anj"  more  of  it.  It  makes  me 
sad  to  think  of  it." 

"But,"  persisted  Dolly,  "  I  could  never 
understand  why  a  famous  man  like  Sir 
Edniond  Scudamore — a  physician  in  large 
practice,  and  head  doctor  to  the  King,  as 
you  have  often  told  us — could  possibly 
have  died  in  that  sort  of  way,  without 
leaving  any  money,  or  at  least  a  quantity 
of  valuable  furniture  and  jewels.  And 
he  had  not  a  number  of  children,  papa, 
to  spend  all  his  monej^,  as  I  do  j^ours, 
whenever  I  get  the  chance;  though  you 
are  growing  so  dreadfully  stingy  now 
that  I  never  can  look  even  decent." 

"My  dear,  it  is  a  very  long  sad  story. 
Not  about  my  stinginess,  I  mean — though 
that  is  a  sad  stor^^,  in  another  sense,  but 
will  not  move  my  compassion.  As  to  Sir 
Edmond,  I  can  only  tell  you  now"  that, 
while  he  w^as  a  man  of  great  scientific 
knowledge,  he  knew  very  little  indeed  of 
money  matters,  and  was  not  only  far  too 
generous,  but  what  is  a  thousand  times 
worse,  too  trustful.  Being  of  an  honor- 
able race  himself,  and  an  honorable  sam- 
ple of  it,  he  supposed  that  a  man  of  good 
family  must  be  a  gentleman ;  which  is  not 
ahvays  the  case.  He  advanced  large  sums 
of  money,  and  signed  bonds  for  a  gentle- 
man, or  rather  a  man  of  that  rank,  whose 
name  does  not  concern  you ;  and  by  that 
man  he  was  vilely  betrayed ;  and  I  would 
rather  not  tell  you  the  rest  of  it.  Poor 
Blyth  had  to  leave  Cambridge  first,  w^here 
he  was  sure  to  have  done  very  well  in- 
deed, and  at  his  wish  he  was  sent  afloat, 
where  he  would  have  done  even  better; 
and  then,  as  his  father's  troubles  deep- 
ened, and  ended  in  his  death  of  heart 
complaint,  the  poor  boy  was  left  to  keep 
his  broken-hearted  mother  upon  nothing 
but  a  Latin  Grammar.  And  I  fear  it  is 
like  a  purser's  dip.  But  here  we  are  at 
Stonnington — a  long  steep  pitch.  Let  us 
slacken  sail,  my  dears,  as  we  have  brought 
no  cockswain.  Neither  of  you  need  land, 
you  know,  but  I  shall  go  into  the  school- 
room." 

"One  thing  I  want  to  know,"  said  the 
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active-minded  Dolly,  as  the  horses  came 
blowing  their  breath  up  the  hill :  "  if  his 
father  was  Sir  Edmond,  and  he  is  the  only 
child,  according-  to  all  the  laws  of  nature, 
he  ought  to  be  Sir  Blyth  Scudamore." 

"It  shows  how  little  you  have  been 
out — as  good  Mrs.  Twemlow  expresses  it 
— that  you  do  not  even  understand  the 
laws  of  nature  as  between  a  baronet  and 
a  knight." 

' '  Oh,  to  be  sure ;  I  recollect !  How  very 
stupid  of  me !  The  one  goes  on,  and  the 
other  doesn't,  after  the  individual  stops. 
But  whose  fault  is  it  that  I  go  out  so  lit- 
tle ?  So  you  see  you  are  caught  in  your 
own  trap,  papa." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

A  LESSON  IN   THE  ^NEID. 

In  those  days  Stonnington  was  a  very 
pretty  village,  and  such  it  continued  to  be 
until  it  was  ravaged  by  a  railway.  With 
the  railway  came  all  that  is  hideous  and 
foul,  and  from  it  fled  all  that  is  comely. 
The  cattle-shed,  called  by  rail -highway- 
men "the  Station,"  with  its  roof  of  iron 
Pan-pipes  and   red  bull's-eyes  stuck  on 


stack-poles,  whistles  and  stares  where  the 
grand  trees  stood  and  the  village  green 
lay  sleeping.  On  the  site  of  the  gray- 
stone  grammar  school  is  an  "  Operative 
Institute,"  whose  front  (not  so  thick  as  the 
skin  of  a  young  ass)  is  gayly  tattooed  with 
a  ringworm  of  wind-bricks.  And  the  old 
manor-house,  where  great  authors  used  to 
dine,  and  look  out  with  long  pipes  through 
the  ivy,  has  been  stripped  of  every  shred 
of  leaf,  and  painted  red  and  yellow,  and 
barge  -  boarded  into  "the  Temperance 
Tap." 

Ere  ever  these  heathen  so  furiously 
raged,  there  was  peace  and  content,  and 
the  pleasure  of  the  eyes,  and  of  neigh- 
borly feeling  abundance.  The  men  nev- 
er burst  with  that  bubble  of  hurry  which 
every  man  now  is  inflated  with ;  and  the 
women  had  time  enough  to  mind  one  an- 
other's affairs,  without  which  they  grow 
scandalous.  And  the  trees,  that  kept 
company  with  the  houses,  found  matter 
for  reflection  in  their  calm  blue  smoke, 
and  the  green  crop  that  promised  a  little 
grove  upon  the  roof.  So  that  as  the  road 
went  up  the  hill,  the  traveller  was  con- 
tent to  leave  his  legs  to  nature,  while  his 
eyes  took  their  leisure  of  pleasant  views, 
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TWO    PRETTY    LADIES    IN    RIDING-HABITS. 


and    of    just    enough    people    to    dwell 


upon. 


At  the  top  of  the  hill  rose  the  fine  old 
church,  and  next  to  it,  facing  on  the  road 
itself,  without  any  kind  of  fence  before 
it,  stood  the  grammar  school  of  many 
generations.      This  was  a  long  low  build- 


ing, ridged  with  moss}^  slabs,  and  ribbed 
with  green,  where  the  drip  oozed  down 
the  buttresses.  But  the  long  reach  of  the 
front  was  divided  by  a  gable  projecting 
a  little  into  the  broad  high-road.  And 
here  was  the  way,  beneath  a  low  stone 
arch,  into  a  porch  with  oak  beams  bul- 
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ging  and  a  bell-rope  dangling,  and  thence 
with  an  oaken  door  flung  back  into  the 
dark  arcade  of  learning. 

This  was  the  place  to  learn  things  in, 
with  some  possibility  of  keeping  them, 
and  herein  lay  the  wisdom  of  our  ances- 
tors. Could  they  ever  have  known  half 
as  much  as  they  did,  and  ten  times  as 
much  as  we  know,  if  they  had  let  the  sun 
come  in  to  dry  it  all  up,  as  we  do  ?  Will 
even  the  fourteen-coated  onion  root,  with 
its  bottom  exposed  to  the  sun,  or  will  a 
clever  puppy  grow  long  ears,  in  the  pow- 
er of  strong  daylight  ? 

The  nature  and  nurture  of  solid  learn- 
ing were  better  understood  when  schools 
were  built  from  which  came  Shakespeare 
and  Bacon  and  Raleigh;  and  the  glare 
of  the  sun  was  not  let  in  to  baffle  the 
light  of  the  eyes  upon  the  mind.  And 
another  consideration  is  that  wherever 
there  is  light,  boys  make  a  noise,  which 
conduces  but  little  to  doctrine;  whereas 
in  soft  shadow  their  muscles  relax,  and 
their  minds  become  apprehensive.  Thus 
had  this  ancient  grammar  school  of  Ston- 
nington  fostered  many  scholars,  some  of 
whom  had  written  grammars  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity. 

The  year  being  only  at  the  end  of 
March,  and  the  day  going  on  for  five 
o'clock,  the  light  was  just  right,  in  the 
long  low  room,  for  correction  of  manners 
and  for  discipline.  Two  boys  had  been 
horsed  and  brushed  up  well,  which  had 
strengthened  the  conscience  of  all  the 
rest,  while  sobs  and  rubs  of  the  part 
afi^ected  diffused  a  tender  silence.  Dr. 
Swinks,  the  head-master,  was  leaning 
back  in  his  canopied  oaken  chair,  with 
the  pride  inspired  by  noble  actions. 

"What  wonderfully  good  boys !"  Dolly 
whispered,  as  she  peeped  in  through  the 
dark  porch  with  Faith,  while  her  father 
was  giving  the  horses  in  charge  to  the 
hostler  from  the  inn  across  the  way;  "I 
declare  that  I  shall  be  frightened  even  to 
look  at  Mr.  Scudamore,  if  this  is  a  speci- 
men of  what  he  does.  There  is  scarcely 
a  boy  looking  off  his  book.  But  how 
old  he  does  look !  I  suppose  it  must  be 
the  effect  of  so  much  hard  teaching." 

"You  silly  thing,"  her  sister  answered; 
"you  are  looking  at  the  great  head-mas- 
ter. Mr.  Scudamore  is  here  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  school.  Between  these  big 
hinges  you  can  see  him;  and  he  looks  as 
young  as  you  do." 

Miss  Dolly,  who  dearly  loved  any  sly 

Vol.  LXXIL— No.  432.— 60 


peep,  kept  her  light  figure  back  and  the 
long  skirt  pulled  in,  as  she  brought  her 
bright  eyes  to  the  slit  between  the  heavy 
black  door  and  the  stone-work.  And  she 
speedily  gave  her  opinion. 

"He  is  nothing  but  a  regular  frump. 
I  declare  I  am  dreadfully  disappointed. 
No  wonder  the  title  did  not  come  on !  He 
is  nothing  but  a  very  soft-natured  stupe. 
Why,  the  boys  can  do  what  they  like  with 
him!" 

Certainly  the  scholars  of  the  Virgil 
class,whichBly til  Scudamore  was  dealing 
with,  had  recovered  from  the  querimonies 
of  those  two  sons  of  Ovid,  on  the  further 
side  of  Ister,  and  were  having  a  good 
laugh  at  the  face  of  "Captain  Scuddy," 
as  they  called  their  beloved  preceptor. 
For  he,  being  gifted  with  a  gentle  sense 
of  humor,  together  with  a  patient  love  of 
the  origin  of  things,  was  questing  in  his 
quiet  mind  what  had  led  a  boy  to  render 
a  well-known  line  as  follows:  "Such  a 
quantity  of  salt  there  was,  to  season  the 
Roman  nation."  Pi^esently  he  hit  upon 
the  clue  to  this  great  mystery.  '^  Mola, 
the  salted  cake,"  he  said;  "and  the  next 
a  little  error  of  conjugation.  You  have 
looked  out  your  words,  Smith,  but  chanced 
upon  the  wrong  ones." 

"Oh,  Captain  Scuddy,"  cried  the  head 
boy,  grinning  wisely,  though  he  might 
have  made  just  the  same  blunder  himself; 
"after  that,  do  tell  us  one  of  your  sea- 
stories.  It  will  strike  five  in  about  five 
minutes.  Something  about  Nelson,  and 
killing  ten  great  Frenchmen." 

"Oh,  do,"  cried  the  other  little  fellows, 
crowding  round  him.  "  It  is  ever  so  much 
better  than  Virgil,  Captain  Scuddy!" 

"I  am  not  Captain  Scuddy,  as  I  tell  you 
every  day.  I'm  afraid  I  am  a  great  deal 
too  good-natured  with  you.  I  shall  have 
to  send  a  dozen  of  you  up  to  be  caned." 

"No,  you  couldn't  do  that  if  you  tried, 
Captain  Scuddy.  But  what  are  you  think- 
ing of,  all  this  time  ?  There  are  two  pret- 
ty ladies  in  riding-habits  peeping  at  you 
from  the  bell  porch.  Why,  you  have  got 
sweethearts.  Captain  Scuddy!  What  a 
shame  of  you  never  to  have  told  us !" 

The  youngest  and  fairest  of  all  the  boys 
there  could  scarcely  have  blushed  more 
deeply  than  their  classical  tutor  did,  as  he 
stooped  for  his  hat,  and  shyly  went  be- 
tween the  old  desks  to  the  door  in  the 
porch.  All  the  boys  looked  after  him 
with  the  deepest  interest,  and  made  up 
their   minds   to   see   everything  he   did. 
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This  was  not  at  all  what  he  desired,  and 
the  sense  of  it  increased  his  hesitation 
and  confusion.  Of  the  Admiral's  lovely 
daughters  he  had  heard  while  in  the  navv, 
and  now  he  was  frightenetl  to  think  that 
perhaps  they  wei*e  come  here  to  reconnoitre 
him.  But  luckily  the  Admiral  was  by  this 
time  to  the  fore,  and  he  marched  into  the 
school-room  and  saluted  the  head-master, 

"  Dr,  Swinks,"  he  said,  **I  am  your 
very  humble  servant.  Vice- Admiral  of  the 
Blue. Charles  Darling,  and  beg  a  thousand 
pardons  for  intrusion  on  deep  learning. 
But  they  tell  me  that  your  watch  is  over 
in  some  half  a  minute.  Allow  me  to  ask 
for  the  son  of  an  old  friend,  Blyth  Scud- 
amore,  late  of  the  Diomede  frigate,  but 
now  of  this  ancient  and  learned  grammar 
school.  When  his  labors  are  over.  I 
would  gladly  speak  with  him.'' 

'*Boys  may  go,"  the  head-master  pro- 
nounced, as  the  old  clock  wheezed  instead 
of  striking.  '*Sir,  my  valued  young  co- 
adjutor is  advancing  from  the  fourth 
form  toward  you." 

The  Doctor  was  nice  in  his  choice  of 
words,  and  prided  himself  on  Johnsonian 
precision,  but  his  young  coadjutor's  ad- 
vance was  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from 
a  fine  retreat.  Like  leaves  before  the 
wind,  the  boys  rushed  out  by  a  back  door 
into  the  play -ground,  while  the  master 
solemnly  passed  to  his  house,  with  a  deep 
slow  bow  to  the  ladies :  and  there  was  poor 
Scudamore — most  diffident  of  men  when- 
ever it  came  to  lady-work — left  to  face  the 
visitors  with  a  pleasing  knowledge  that 
his  neckcloth  was  dishevelled,  and  his 
hair  sheafed  up,  the  furrows  of  his  coat 
broadcast  with  pounce,  and  one  of  his 
hands  gone  to  sleep  from  holding  a  heavy 
Delphin  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

As  he  came  out  thus  into  the  even- 
ing light,  which  dazed  his  blue  eyes  for  a 
moment,  ^Miss  Dolly  turned  away  to  hide 
a  smile,  but  Faith, upon  her  father's  intro- 
duction, took  his  hand  and  looked  at  him 
tenderly.  For  she  was  a  very  soft-hearted 
young  woman,  and  the  tale  of  his  trou- 
bles and  goodness  to  his  mother  had 
moved  her  affection  toward  him,  while  as 
one  who  was  forever  pledged — according 
to  her  own  ideas — to  a  hero  beyond  com- 
parison, she  was  able  to  regard  young 
men  with  mercy,  and  with  pity,  if  they 
had  none  to  love.  '"How hard  you  have 
been  at  work!"  she  said;  '"it  makes  us 
seem  so  lazy !  But  we  never  can  find  any 
good  thing  to  do.'' 


"That's  a  cut  at  me,''  cried  the  Ad- 
miral. "Scudamore.  when  you  come  to 
my  age, be  wiser  than  to  have  any  daugh- 
ters. Sure  enough,  they  find  no  good  to 
do;  and  they  not  only  put  all  the  fault  of 
that  on  me,  but  they  make  me  the  victim 
of  all  the  mischief  they  invent.  Dolly, 
my  darling,  wear  that  cap  if  it  fits.  But 
you  have  not  shaken  hands  with  Mr. 
Scudamore  yet.  I  hope  3'ou  will  do  so, 
some  hundreds  of  times." 

"Not  all  at  once,  papa:  or  how  thank- 
ful he  would  be  I  But  stop,  I  have  not 
got  half  my  glove  off;  this  fur  makes 
them  stick  so." 

Miss  Dolly  was  proud  of  her  hands, and 
lost  few  chances  of  getting  them  looked 
at.  Then  with  a  little  smile,  partly  at 
herself  for  petulance,  partly  to  him  for 
forgiveness,  she  offered  her  soft  warm 
rich  white  hand,  and  looked  at  him  beau- 
tifully as  he  took  it.  Alack  and  alas  for 
poor  "Captain  Scuddy"  I 

His  eyes,  with  a  quick  sliy  glance,  met 
hers:  and  hers  with  soft  inquiry  answer- 
ed, "I  wonder  what  you  think  of  me  T' 
Whenever  she  met  a  new  face,  this  was 
her  manner  of  considering  it. 

"Scudamore,!  shall  not  allow  you  any 
time  to  think  about  it,"  Admiral  Darling- 
broke  in  suddenly,  so  that  the  young  man 
almost  jumped.  "  Although  you  have  cut 
the  service  for  a  while,  because  of  our 
stingy  peacefulness,  you  are  sure  to  come 
back  to  us  again  when  England  wants 
English,  not  Latin  and  Greek.  I  am  your 
commanding  officer,  and  my  ordei"S  are 
that  you  come  to  us  from  Saturday  till 
Monday.  I  shall  send  a  boat — or  at  least 
I  mean  a  buggy — to  fetch  you,  as  soon  as 
you  are  off  duty,  and  return  you  the  same 
way  on  Monday.  Come,  girls,  'twill  be 
dark  before  we  are  home:  and  since  the 
patrols  were  withdrawn,  I  hear  there's  a 
highwayman  down  this  road  again.  That 
is  one  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  Scuda- 
more; even  as  Latin  and  Greek  are. 
'  Apertis  otia  port  is'— Open  the  gates  for 
laziness.  Ah,  I  should  have  done  well  at 
old  Winton,  they  tell  me,  if  I  had  not 
happened  to  run  away  to  sea.'' 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  3IAR00y. 


If  yet  there  remained  upon  our  south- 
ern coast  a  home  for  the  rarer  virtues, 
such  as  gratitude,  content,  liberality  (not 
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of  other  people's  goods  alone),  faith  in  a 
gracious  Pro\ridence,and  strict  abstinence 
from  rash  labor,  that  home  and  strong- 
hold was  Springhaven.  To  most  men 
good  success  brings  neither  comfort,  nor 
tranquillity,  nor  so  much  as  a  stool  to  sit 
upon,  but  comes  as  a  tread -mill  which 
must  be  trodden  without  any  getting  to 
the  top  of  it.  Not  so  did  these  wise  men 
take  their  luck.  If  ever  they  came  from 
the  fickle  wave-bosom  to  the  firm  breast 
of  land  on  a  Saturday, with  a  fine  catch  of 
fish,  and  sold  it  well — and  such  was  their 
sagacity  that  sooner  would  they  keep  it 
for  cannibal  temptation  than  sell  it  badly 
— did  they  rush  into  the  waves  again,  be- 
fore they  had  dried  their  breeches  ?  Not 
they ;  nor  did  their  wives,  who  were  near- 
ly all  good  women,  stir  them  up  to  be  off 
again.  Especially  at  this  time  of  year, 
with  the  days  pulling  out,  and  the  sea- 
son quickening,  and  the  fish  coming  back 
to  wag  their  tails  upon  the  shallows,  a 
pleasant  race  of  men  should  take  their 
pleasure,  and  leave  fiints  to  be  skinned  by 
the  sons  of  flint. 

This  was  the  reason  why  Miss  Dolly 
Darling  had  watched  in  vain  at  the  Mon- 
day morning  tide  for  the  bold  issue  of  the 
fishing  fleet.  The  weariless  tide  came  -up 
and  lifted  the  bedded  keel  and  the  plunged 
forefoot,  and  gurgled  with  a  quiet  wash 
among  the  straky  bends,  then  lurched 
the  boats  to  this  side  and  to  that,  to  get 
their  heft  correctly,  and  dandled  them  at 
last  with  their  bowsprits  dipped  and  their 
little  mast-heads  nodding.  Every  brave 
smack  then  was  mounted,  and  riding,  and 
ready  for  a  canter  upon  the  broad  sea: 
but  not  a  blessed  man  came  to  set  her 
free.  Tethered  by  head  and  by  heel,  she 
could  only  enjoy  the  poised  pace  of  the 
rocking-horse,  instead  of  the  racer's  de- 
light in  careering  across  the  free  sweep  of 
the  distance. 

Springhaven  had  done  so  well  last 
week,  that  this  week  it  meant  to  do  still 
better, by  stopping  at  home  till  the  money 
was  gone,  and  making  short  work  after- 
ward. Every  man  thoroughly  enjoyed 
himself,  keeping  sober  whenever  good 
manners  allowed,  foregoing  all  business, 
and  sauntering  about  to  see  the  folk  hard 
at  work  who  had  got  no  money.  On 
Wednesday,  however,  an  order  was  issued 
by  Captain  Zebedee  Tugwell  that  all  must 
be  ready  for  a  three  days'  trip  when  the 
tide  should  serve,  which  would  be  at  the 
first  of  the  ebb,  about  ten  in  the  morning. 


The  tides  were  slackening  now,  and  the 
smacks  had  required  some  change  of  berth, 
but  still  they  were  not  very  far  from  the 
Admiral's  white  gate. 

"  I  shall  go  down  to  see  them,  papa,  if 
you  please,"  Dolly  said  to  her  father  at 
breakfast-time.  "  They  should  have  gone 
on  Monday ;  but  they  were  too  rich ;  and 
I  think  it  very  shameful  of  them.  I  dare 
say  they  have  not  got  a  halfpenny  left, 
and  that  makes  them  look  so  lively.  Of 
course  they've  been  stuffing,  and  they 
won't  move  fast,  and  they  can't  expect 
any  more  dinner  till  they  catch  it.  But 
they  have  got  so  much  baicon  that  they 
don't  care." 

"  What  could  they  have  better,  I  should 
like  to  know  ?"  asked  the  Admiral,  v/ho 
had  seen  hard  times.  "Why,  I  gave  sev- 
en men  three  dozen  apiece  for  turning 
their  noses  up  at  salt  horse,  just  because 
he  whisked  his  tail  in  the  copper.  Lord 
bless  my  soul !  what  is  the  nation  coming 
to,  when  a  man  can't  dine  upon  cold  ba- 
con ?" 

"No,  it  is  not  that,  papa.  They  are 
very  good  in  that  way,  as  their  wives  will 
tell  you.  Jenny  Shanks  tells  me  the  very 
same  thing,  and  of  course  she  knows  all 
about  them.  She  knew  they  would  never 
think  of  going  out  on  Monday,  and  if  I 
had  asked  her  I  might  have  known  it 
too.  But  she  says  that  they  are  sure  to 
catch  this  tide.'' 

"Very  well,  Dolly.  Go  you  and  catch 
them.  You  are  never  content  without 
seeing  something.  Though  what  there  is 
to  see  in  a  lot  of  lubberly  craft  pushing 
off  with  punt-poles — " 

"Hush,  papa,  hush !  Don't  be  so  con- 
temptuous. What  did  my  godfather  say 
the  otner  day  ?  And  I  suppose  he  under- 
stands things." 

"Don't  quote  your  godfather  against 
your  father.  It  was  never  intended  in  the 
Catechism.  And  if  it  was,  I  would  never 
put  up  with  it." 

Dolly  made  off ;  for  she  knew  that  her 
father,  while  proud  of  his  great  impar- 
tiality, candor,  and  scorn  of  all  trumpery 
feeling,  was  sometimes  unable  to  make 
out  the  reason  why  a  queer  little  middy 
of  his  own  should  now  stand  upon  the 
giddy  truck  of  fame,  while  himself,  still 
ahead  of  him  in  the  Navy  List,  might  pace 
his  quarter-deck  and  have  hats  touched  to 
him,  but  never  a  heart  beat  one  pulse 
quicker.  Jealous  he  was  not;  but  still,  at 
least  in  his  own  family — 
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Leaving'  her  dear  father  to  liis  medita- 
tions, which  Faith  ran  up  to  kiss  away, 
fair  Dolly  put  on  a  plain  hat  and  scarf, 
quite  good  enough  for  the  fishermen,  and 
set  off  in  haste  for  the  Round-house,  to 
see  the  expedition  start.  By  the  time 
she  was  there,  and  had  lifted  the  sashes, 
and  got  the  sp\'-glass  ready,  the  flow  of 
the  tide  was  almost  spent,  and  the  brim- 
ming moment  of  the  slack  was  nigh.  For 
this  all  the  folk  of  the  village  waited,  ac- 
cording to  the  tradition  of  the  place;  the 
manhood  and  boyhood,  to  launch  forth; 
old  age,  womanhood,  and  childhood,  to 
contribute  the  comfort  of  kind  looks  and 
good-by.  The  tides,  though  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  winds  in  fickleness,  are 
capricious  here,  having  sallies  of  irregu- 
larity when  there  has  been  a  long  x)eriod 
of  northeast  winds,  bringing  a  counter- 
flow  to  the  Atlantic  influx.  And  a  man 
must  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
coast,  as  well  as  the  moon  and  the  wea- 
ther, to  foretell  how  the  water  will  rise 
and  fall  there.  For  the  present,  however, 
there  was  no  sucii  puzzle.  The  last  lift  of 
the  quiet  tide  shone  along  the  beach  in 
three  straight  waves,  shallow  steps  that 
arose  inshore,  and  spent  themselves  with- 
out breaking. 

"  Toorn  o'  the  tide  I"  the  Captain  shout- 
ed ;  "all  aboord,  aboord,  my  lads!  The 
more  'ee  bide  ashore,  the  wuss  'ee  be.  See 
to  Master  Cheeseman's  craft  I  Got  a  good 
hour  af  ront  of  us.  Dannel,  what  be  moon- 
ing at  '.  Fetch  'un  a  clout  on  his  head, 
Harry  Shanks ;  or  Tim,  you  run  up  and 
do  it.  Doubt  the  young  hosebird  were 
struck  last  moon,  and  his  brains  put  to 
salt  ill  a  herring-tub.  Home  with  you, 
w^ife!  And  take  Dan,  if  you  will.  He'd 
do  more  good  at  the  chipping  job,  with 
the  full  moon  in  his  head  so." 

"Then  home  I  w'ill  take  my  son.  Mas- 
ter Tugwell,"  his  wife  answered,  with 
much  dignity,  for  all  the  good  wives  of 
Springhaven  heard  him,  and  what  would 
they  think  of  her  if  she  said  nothing  ? 
"Home  I  will  take  my  son  and  yours, 
and  the  wisest  place  for  him  to  abide  in, 
wdth  his  father  set  agin  him  so.  Dannel, 
you  come  along  of  me.  I  won't  have  my 
eldest  boy  gainsaid  so." 

Zebedee  Tugwell  closed  his  lips,  and 
went  on  with  his  proper  business.  All 
the  women  w-ould  side  with  him  if  he  left 
them  the  use  of  their  ow^n  minds,  and 
the  sound  of  his  wife's  voice  last;  while 
all  the  men  in  their  hearts  felt  wisdom. 


But  the  young  man,  loath  to  be  left  be- 
hind, came  doubtfully  down  to  the  stern 
of  the  boat,  which  was  pushed  off'  for  the 
Rosalie.  And  he  looked  at  the  place 
where  lie  generally  sat,  and  then  at  his 
father  and  the  rest  of  them. 

"No  gappermouths  here  I"  cried  his  fa- 
ther, sternly.  "Get  theezell  home  with 
the  vemmelvolk.  Shove  ort'  without  him, 
Tim !  How  many  more  tides  would  'ee 
lose  ?" 

Young  Dan,  whose  stout  legs  were  in 
the  swirling  water,  snatched  up  his  striped 
woolsey  from  under  tlie  tiller,  threw  it  on 
his  shoulder,  and  walked  off,  without  a 
farewell  to  any  one.  The  whole  of  Spring- 
haven  that  could  see  saw  it,  and  they  never 
had  seen  such  a  thing  before.  Captain 
Zeb  stood  up  and  stared,  with  his  big  fore- 
head coming  out  under  his  hat,  and  his 
golden  beard  shining  in  the  morning  sun  ; 
but  the  only  satisfaction  for  his  eyes  was 
the  back  of  his  son  growing  smaller  and 
smaller. 

"Chip  of  the  old  block  I"  "  Sarve  'ee 
right,  Cap'en  I"  "  Starve  'un  back  to  his 
manners  again  I"  the  inferior  chieftains  of 
the  expedition  cried,  according  to  their 
several  views  of  life.  But  Zebedee  Tug- 
well paid  no  heed  to  thoughts  outside  of 
his  own  hat  and  coat.  "Spake  when  I  ax 
you,"  he  said,  urbanely,  but  with  a  glance 
which  conveyed  to  any  too  urgent  sym- 
pathizer that  he  would  be  knocked  down, 
when  accessible. 

But,  alas!  the  less -disciplined  women 
rejoiced,  with  a  wink  at  their  departing 
lords,  as  Mrs.  Zebedee  set  oft"  in  chase  of 
her  loiiff-striding  Daniel.  The  mother, 
enriched  by  home  affections  and  course  of 
duties  well  performed,  was  of  a  rounded 
and  ample  figure,  while  the  son  was  tall, 
and  thin  as  might  be  one  of  strong  and 
well-knit  frame.  And  the  sense  of  wrong 
would  not  permit  him  to  turn  his  neck,  or 
take  a  glance  at  the  enterprise  which  had 
rejected  him. 

"How  grand  he  does  look!  Avliat  a 
noble  profile!"  thought  Dolly,  who  had 
seen  everything  without  the  glass,  but  now 
brought  it  to  bear  upon  his  countenance. 
"  He  is  like  the  centurion  in  the  painted 
window,  or  a  Roman  medallion  with  a  hat 
on.  But  that  old  w^oman  will  never  catch 
him.  She  might  just  as  w^ell  go  home 
again.  He  is  walking  about  ten  miles  an 
hour,  and  how  beautifully  straight  his  legs 
are !  What  a  shame  that  he  should  not  be 
a  gentleman !     He  is  ten  times  more  like 
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one  than  most  of  the  officers  that  used  to 
come  bothering  me  so.  I  wonder  how  far 
he  means  to  go  ?  I  do  hope  he  won't  make 
away  with  himself.  It  is  almost  enough 
to  make  him  do  it,  to  be  so  insulted  by  his 
own  father,  and  disgraced  before  all  the 
village,  simply  because  he  can't  help  hav- 
ing his  poor  head  so  full  of  me !  Nobody 
shall  ever  say  that  I  did  anything  to  give 
him  the  faintest  encouragement,  because 
it  would  be  so  very  wicked  and  so  cruel, 
considering  all  he  has  done  for  me.  But 
if  he  comes  back,  when  his  father  is  out  of 
sight,  and  he  has  walked  off  his  righteous 
indignation,  and  all  these  people  are  gone 
to  dinner,  it  might  give  a  turn  to  his 
thoughts  if  I  were  to  put  on  my  shell- 
colored  frock  and  the  pale  blue  sash,  and 
just  go  and  see,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
stepping-stones,  how  much  longer  they 
mean  to  be  with  that  boat  they  began  so 
long  ago." 


CHAPTER  X. 

ACROSS  THE  STEPPING-STONES. 

Very  good  boats  were  built  at  this  time 
in  the  south  of  England,  stout,  that  is  to 
say,  and  strong,  and  fit  to  ride  over  a 
heavy  sea,  and  plunge  gallantly  into  the 
trough  of  it.  But  as  the  strongest  men 
are  seldom  swift  of  foot  or  light  of  turn, 
so  these  robust  and  sturdy  boats  must  have 
their  own  time  and  swing  allowed  them, 
ere  ever  they  would  come  round  or  step 
out.  Having  met  a  good  deal  of  the  sea, 
they  knew,  like  a  man  who  has  felt  a  good 
deal  of  the  world,  that  heavy  endurance 
and  patient  bluffness  are  safer  to  get 
through  the  waves  somehow  than  sensi- 
tive fibre  and  elegant  frame. 

But  the  sea-going  folk  of  Springhaven 
had  learned,  by  lore  of  generations,  to 
build  a  boat  with  an  especial  sheer  for- 
ward, beam  far  back,  and  deep  run  of 
stern,  so  that  she  was  lively  in  the  heaviest 
of  weather,  and  strong  enough  to  take  a 
good  thump  smiling,  when  unable  to  dance 
over  it.  Yet  as  a  little  thing  often  makes 
all  the  difference  in  great  things,  it  was 
very  difficult  for  anybody  to  find  out  ex- 
actly the  difference  between  a  boat  built 
here  and  a  boat  built  ten  or  twenty  miles 
off,  in  imitation  of  her.  The  sea,  howev- 
er, knew  the  difference  in  a  moment  be- 
tween the  true  thing  and  the  counterfeit, 
and  encouraged  the  one  to  go  merrily  on, 
while  it  sent  back  the  other  staggering. 


The  secret  lay  chiefly  in  a  hollow  curve 
forward  of  nine  or  ten  planks  upon  either 
side,  which  could  only  be  compassed  by 
skilful  use  of  adze  and  chisel,  frame-saw 
and  small  tools,  after  choice  of  the  very 
best  timber,  free  from  knots,  tough,  and 
flexible.  And  the  best  judge  of  these 
points  was  Zebedee  Tug  well. 

Not  having  cash  enough  just  at  present 
(by  reason,  of  family  expenses,  and  the 
high  price  of  bread  and  of  everything 
else)  to  set  upon  the  stocks  the  great  smack 
of  the  future,  which  should  sail  round 
the  Rosalie,  Captain  Tugwell  was  easing 
his  mind  by  building  a  boat  for  stormy 
weather,  such  as  they  very  seldom  have 
inshore,  but  are  likely  to  meet  with  out- 
side the  Head.  As  yet  there  were  not 
many  rowing  boats  here  fit  to  go  far  in 
tumbling  water,  though  the  few  that 
could  do  it  did  it  well,  and  Tugwell's  in- 
tention was  to  beat  them  all,  in  power, 
and  spring,  and  buoyancy.  The  fame  of 
his  meaning  was  spread  for  as  much  as 
twenty  leagues  along  the  coast;  and  jea- 
lous people  laughed,  instead  of  waiting  for 
him  to  finish  it. 

Young  Daniel  had  been  well  brought 
up  in  the  mysteries  of  his  father's  craft, 
and  having  a  vigorous  tui^n  of  wrist,  as 
well  as  a  true  eye  and  quick  brain,  he  was 
even  outgrowing  the  paternal  skill,  with 
experiments  against  experience.  He  had 
beautiful  theories  of  his  own,  and  felt  cer- 
tain that  he  could  prove  them,  if  any  one 
with  cash  could  be  brought  to  see  their 
beauty.  His  father  admitted  that  he  had 
good  ideas,  and  might  try  them,  if  any 
fool  would  find  the  money. 

Wroth  as  he  had  been  at  the  sharp  re- 
buff and  contumely  of  his  father,  young 
Daniel,  after  a  long  strong  walk,  began  to 
look  at  things  more  peaceably.  The  power 
of  the  land  and  the  greatness  of  the  sea  and 
the  goodness  of  the  sky  unangered  him, 
and  the  air  that  came  from  some  oyster 
beds,  as  the  tide  was  falling,  hungered 
him.  Home  he  went,  in  good  time  for 
dinner,  as  the  duty  of  a  young  man  is; 
and  instead  of  laughing  when  he  came 
by,  the  maids  of  Springhaven  smiled  at 
him.  This  quite  righted  him  in  his  own 
opinion,  yet  leaving  him  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  which  comes  from  a  shake  in  that 
cradle  lately.  He  made  a  good  dinner, 
and  shouldered  his  adze,  with  a  frail  of 
tools  hanging  on  the  neck  of  it,  and  trou- 
bled with  nothing  but  love — which  is  a 
woe  of  self-infliction — whistled  his  way 
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to  the  beach,  to  let  all  the  women  under- 
stand that  he  was  not  a  bit  ashamed. 
And  they  felt  for  him  all  the  more,  be- 
cause he  stood  up  for  himself  a  little. 

Doubtful  rights  go  cheap:  and  so  the 
foreshore  westward  of  the  brook  being 
claimed  by  divei*s  authorities,  a  tidy  little 
cantle  of  it  had  been  leased  by  Admiral 
Darling,  lord  of  the  manor,  to  Zebedee 
Tug  well,  boat-builder,  for  the  yearly  prov- 
ent  of  two  and  sixpence  sterling.  The 
Admiral's  man  of  law,  Mr.  Furkettle.  had 
strongly  advised,  and  well  prepared  the 
necessary  instrument,  which  would  grow 
into  value  by-and-by,  as  evidence  of  title. 
And  who  could  serve  summary  process  of 
ejectment  upon  an  interloper  in  a  man- 
ner so  valid  as  Zebedee's  would  be  ?  Pos- 
session was  certain  as  long  as  he  lived: 
oustei*s  and  filibustei*s.  in  the  form  of  rail- 
way companies  and  communists,  were  a 
bubble  as  yet  in  the  womb  of  ages. 

This  piece  of  land,  or  sand,  or  rush, 
seemed  very  unlikeh'  to  be  worth  dis- 
pute If  seisin  corporeal,  user  immemo- 
rial, and  prescriplion  for  levance  and 
couchance  conferred  any  title  indefeasi- 
ble, then  were  the  rabbits  the  owners  in  fee- 
siiiiple,  absolute,  paramount,  and  source 
of  pedigree.  But  they,  while  thoroughly 
aware  of  this,  took  very  little  heed  to  go 
into  it,  nor  troubled  their  gentle  natures 
much  about  a  few  yards  of  sand  or  grass, 
as  the  two-legged  creatures  near  them  did. 
Inasmuch  as  they  had  soft  banks  of  herb 
and  vivid  moss  to  sit  upon,  sweet  crisp 
grass  and  juicy  clover  for  unlabored  vict- 
uals— as  well  as  a  thousand  other  nibbles 
which  we  are  too  gross  to  understand — 
and  for  beverage  not  only  all  the  abun- 
dance of  the  brook  (whose  brilliance 
might  taste  of  men),  but  also  a  little  spring 
of  their  own  which  came  out  of  its  hole 
like  a  rabbit:  and  then  for  scenery  all  the 
sea,  with  strange  things  running  over  it, 
as  well  as  a  great  park  of  their  own  hav- 
ing countless  avenues  of  rush,  ragwort, 
and  thistle-stump — where  would  they  have 
deserved  to  be,  if  they  had  not  been  con- 
tented ?  Content  they  were,  and  even 
joyful  at  the  proper  time  of  day.  Joyful 
in  the  morning,  because  the  sun  was  come 
again;  joyful  in  the  middle  day  to  see 
how  well  the  world  went;  and  in  the 
evening  merry  with  the  tricks  of  their 
own  shadows. 

Quite  fifteen  stepping-stones  stepped  up 
— if  you  counted  three  that  were  made  of 
wood — to  soothe  the  di^nitv  of  the  brook 


in  its  last  fresh-water  moments,  rather 
than  to  gratify  the  dry-skind  soles  of  gen- 
tlefolk. For  any  one,  with  a  live-shil- 
ling pair  of  boots  to  terminate  in,  might 
skip  dry-footed  across  the  sandy  purHngs 
of  the  rivulet.  And  only  when  a  flood 
came  down,  or  the  head  of  some  spring- 
tide came  up.did  any  but  playful  cliildren 
tread  the  lichened  cracks  of  the  stepj)ing- 
stones.  And  nobody  knew  this  better  than 
Horatia  Dorothy  Darling. 

The  bunnies  wlio  lived  to  the  west  of 
the  brook  had  reconciled  their  minds  en- 
tirely now  to  the  rising  of  tliat  boat 
among  them.  At  first  it  made  a  noise, 
and  scratched  the  sand,  and  creaking 
things  came  down  to  it:  and  when  the 
moon  came  through  its  ribs  in  the  even- 
ing, tail  was  the  quarter  to  sliow  to  it. 
But  as  it^went  on  naturally  growing,  sel- 
dom appearing  to  make  much  noise,  un- 
less there  was  a  man  very  near  it,  and 
even  then  keeping  him  from  doing  any 
harm  —  outside  the  disturbance  that  he 
lives  in — without  so  much  as  a  council 
called,  they  tolerated  this  encroachment. 
Some  of  the  bolder  fathei*s  came  and  sat 
inside  to  consider  it. and  left  their  compli- 
ments all  round  to  the  masters  of  the  en- 
terprise. And  even  when  Daniel  came 
to  work,  as  he  happened  to  do  this  after- 
noon, they  carried  on  their  own  work  in 
its  highest  form — that  of  play — upon  the 
premises  they  lent  him. 

Though  not  very  large,  it  was  a  lively, 
punctual,  well-conducted,  and  pleasant 
rabbit-warren.  Sudden  death  was  avoid- 
able on  the  part  of  most  of  its  members, 
nets,  ferrets,  gins,  and  wires  being  alike 
forbidden,  foxes  scarcely  ever  seen,  and 
even  guns  a  rare  and  very  memorable  vis- 
itation. The  headland  staves  the  south- 
ern storm,  sand-hills  shevelled  with  long 
rush  disarm  the  western  fury,  while  in- 
land gales  from  north  and  east  leap  into 
the  clouds  from  the  uplands.  Well  aware 
of  all  their  bliss,  and  feeling  worthy  of  it, 
the  blameless  citizens  pour  forth,  upon  a 
mild  spring  evening,  to  give  one  another 
the  time  of  day,  to  gaze  at  the  labors  of 
men  upon  the  sea.  and  to  take  the  sweet 
leisure,  the  breeze,  and  the  browse.  The 
gray  old  conies  of  curule  rank,  prime 
senators  of  the  sandy  beach,  and  father 
of  the  father-land, hold  a  just  session  upon 
the  head  borough,  and  look  like  brown 
loaves  in  the  distance.  But  these  are  co- 
nies of  great  mark  and  special  character, 
full  of  light  and  leading,  because  they 
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have  been  shot  at,  and  understand  how  to 
avoid  it  henceforth.  They  are  satisfied 
to  chew  very  little  bits  of  stuff,  and  par- 
ticular to  have  no  sand  in  it,  and  they 
hunch  their  round  backs  almost  into  one 
another,  and  double  up  their  legs  to  keep 
them  warm,  and  reflect  on  their  friends' 
gray  whiskers.  And  one  of  their  truest 
pleasures  is,  sitting  snug  at  their  own 
doors,  to  watch  their  children's  gambols. 

For  this  is  the  time,  with  the  light  upon 
the  slope,  and  the  freshness  of  salt  flow- 
ing in  from  the  sea,  when  the  spirit  of 
youth  must  be  free  of  the  air,  and  the 
quickness  of  life  is  abounding.  Without 
any  heed  of  the  cares  that  are  coming, 
or  the  prick-eared  fears  of  the  elders,  a 
fine  lot  of  young  bunnies  with  tails  on 
the  frisk  scour  everywhere  over  the  war- 
ren. Up  and  down  the  grassy  dips  and 
yellow  piles  of  wind-drift,  and  in  and  out 
of  the  ferny  coves  and  tussocks  of  rush 
and  ragwort,  they  scamper,  and  caper, 
and  chase  one  another,  in  joy  that  the 
winter  is  banished  at  last,  and  the  glorious 
sun  come  back  again. 

Suddenly,  as  at  the  wave  of  a  wand, 
they  all  stop  short  and  listen.  The  sun 
is  behind  them,  low  and  calm,  there  is  not 
a  breath  of  wind  to  stir  their  flax,  not  even 
the  feather  of  a  last  year's  bloom  has 
moved,  unless  they  moved  it.  Yet  signal 
of  peril  has  passed  among  them;  they 
<3urve  their  soft  ears  for  the  sound  of  it, 
and  open  their  sensitive  nostrils,  and  pat 
upon  the  ground  with  one  little  foot  to 
encourage  themselves  against  the  panting 
of  their  hearts  and  the  traitorous  length 
of  their  shadows. 

Ha!  Not  for  nothing  was  their  fear 
this  day.  An  active  and  dangerous  speci- 
men of  the  human  race  was  coming,  light- 
ly and  gracefully  skimming  the  moss, 
above  salt-water  reach,  of  the  stepping- 
stones.  The  steps  are  said  to  be  a  thou- 
sand years  old,  and  probably  are  of  half 
that  age,  belonging  to  a  time  when  sound 
work  was,  and  a  monastery  flourished  in 
the  valley.  Even  though  they  come  down 
from  great  Hercules  himself,  never  have 
they  been  crossed  by  a  prettier  foot  or  a 
fairer  form  than  now  came  gayly  over 
them.  But  the  rabbits  made  no  account 
of  that.  To  the  young  man  with  the  adze 
they  were  quite  accustomed,  and  they 
liked  him,  because  he  minded  his  own 
business,  and  cared  nothing  about  theirs; 
but  of  this  wandering  maiden  they  had 
no  safe  knowledge,  and  judged  the  worst. 


and  all  rushed  away,  some  tenscore  strong, 
giving  notice  to  him  as  they  passed  the 
boat  that  he  also  had  better  be  cautious. 

Daniel  was  in  a  sweet  temper  now,  by 
virtue  of  hard  labor  and  gratified  wit.  By 
skill  and  persistence  and  bodily  strength 
he  had  compassed  a  curve  his  father  had 
declared  impossible  without  a  dock-yard. 
Three  planks  being  fixed,  he  was  sure  of 
the  rest,  and  could  well  afford  to  stop,  to 
admire  the  effect,  and  feel  proud  of  his 
work,  and  of  himself  the  worker.  Then 
the  panic  of  the  conies  made  him  turn  his 
head,  and  the  quick  beat  of  his  heart  was 
quickened  by  worse  than  bodily  labor. 

Miss  Dolly  Darling  was  sauntering 
sweetly,  as  if  there  were  only  one  sex  in 
the  world,  and  that  an  entirely  divine 
one.  The  gleam  of  spring  sunset  was 
bright  in  her  hair,  and  in  the  soft  gar- 
nish of  health  on  her  cheeks,  and  the  vig- 
orous play  of  young  life  in  her  eyes; 
while  the  silvery  glance  of  the  sloping 
shore,  and  breezy  ruffle  of  the  darkening 
sea,  did  nothing  but  offer  a  foil  for  the 
form  of  the  shell-colored  frock  and  the 
sky-blue  sash. 

Young  Daniel  fell  back  upon  his  half- 
shaped  work,  and  despised  it,  and  him- 
self, and  everything,  except  what  he  was 
afraid  to  look  at.  In  the  hollow  among 
the  sand-hills  where  the  cradle  of  the 
boat  was,  fine  rushes  grew,  and  tufts  of 
ragwort,  and  stalks  of  last  year's  thistles, 
and  sea-osiers  where  the  spring  oozed 
down.  Through  these  the  v^^hite  ribs  of 
the  rising  boat  shone  forth  like  an.  ele- 
phant's skeleton;  but  the  builder  enter- 
tained some  hope,  as  well  as  some  fear,  of 
being  unperceived. 

But  a  far  greater  powder  than  his  own 
was  here.  Curved  and  hollow  ships  are 
female  in  almost  all  languages,  not  only 
because  of  their  curves  and  hollows,  but 
also  because  they  are  craft — so  to  speak. 

"Oh,  Captain  Tugwell,  are  you  at 
work  still  ?  Why,  you  really  ought  to 
have  gone  with  the  smacks.  But  perhaps 
you  sent  your  son  instead.  I  am  so  glad 
to  see  you !  It  is  such  nice  company  to 
hear  you!  I  did  not  expect  to  be  left 
alone,  like  this." 

' '  If  you  please,  miss,  it  isn't  father  at 
all.  Father  is  gone  with  the  fishing  long 
ago.  It  is  only  me,  Daniel,  if  you  please, 
miss." 

"No,  Daniel,  I  am  not  pleased  at  all.  I 
am  quite  surprised  that  you  should  work 
so  late.     It  scarcely  seems  respectable." 
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At  this  the  young  man  was  so  much 
amazed  that  he  could  only  stare  wliile 
she  walked  otf,  until  the  clear  duty  of 
righting-  himself  in  her  good  opinion 
struck  him.  Then  he  threw  on  his  coat 
and  ran  after  her. 

"If  you  please.  Miss  Dolly — will  you 
please.  Miss  Dolly  ?"  he  called,  as  she 
made  off  for  the  stepping-stones ;  but  she 
did  not  turn  round,  though  her  name  was 
"Miss  Dolly"  all  over  Springhaven.  and 
she  liked  it.  "You  are  bound  to  stop, 
miss,*'  he  said,  sternly;  and  she  stopped, 
and  cried,  "What  do  you  mean  by  such 
words  to  me  ?'' 

"Not  anj^  sort  of  harm,  mi.ss,"  he  an- 
swered, humbly,  inasmuch  as  she  had 
obeyed  him ;  ""  and  I  ask  your  pardon  for 
speaking  so.  But  if  you  think  twice  you 
are  lx>und  to  explain  what  you  said  con- 
cerning me,  now  just."' 

"Oh,  about  your  working  so  late,  you 
mean.  I  offered  good  advice  to  you.  I 
think  it  is  wrong  that  you  should  go  on, 
when  everybody  else  has  left  off  long  ago. 
But  perhaps  your  father  makes  you.' 

"Father  is  a  just  man,"  said  young 
Tugwell.  drawing  up  his  own  integrity; 
"now  and  then  he  may  take  a  crooked 
twist,  or  such  like;  but  he  never  goeth 
out  of  fair  play  to  his  knowledge.  He 
hath  a-been  hard  upon  me  this  day;  but 
the  main  of  it  was  to  check  mother  of  her 
ways.  Y^ou  understand,  miss,  how  the 
women-folk  go  on  in  a  house,  till  the  oth- 


er women  hear  of  it.  And  then  out-of- 
doors  they  are  the  same  as  lambs." 

"It  is  most  ungrateful  and  traitorous 
of  you  to  your  own  mother  to  talk  so. 
Your  mother  spoils  you,  and  this  is  all 
the  thanks  she  gets!  Wait  till  you  have 
a  wife  of  your  own.  Master  Daniel !" 

"Wait  till  I  am  dead  then  I  may.  Miss 
Dolly,"  he  answered,  with  a  depth  of  voice 
which  frightened  her  for  a  moment;  and 
then  he  smiled  and  said,  "I  beg  your  par- 
don," as  gracefully  as  any  gentleman 
could  say  it;"  but  let  me  see  you  safe  to 
your  own  gate;  there  are  very  rough  peo- 
ple about  here  now,  and  the  times  are  not 
quite  as  they  used  to  be.  when  we  were 
a-fighting  daily." 

He  followed  her  at  a  respectful  distance, 
and  then  ran  forward  and  opened  the 
white  gate.  "Good-night,  Daniel,"  the 
young  h\dy  said,  as  he  lifted  his  working 
cap  to  her.  showing  his  bright  curls  against 
the  darkening  sea;  "I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  you,  and  I  do  hope  I  have  not 
said  anything  to  vex  you.  I  have  never 
forgotten  all  you  did  for  me,  and  you. 
must  not  mind  the  way  I  have  of  saying 
things." 

"What  a  shame  it  does  appear — what 
a  fearful  shame  it  is,''  she  whispered  to 
herself  as  she  hurried  through  the  trees — 
"that  he  should  be  nothing  but  a  fisher- 
man I  He  is  a  gentleman  in  everything 
but  birth  and  education ;  and  so  strong, 
and  so  brave,  and  so  good-looking!" 
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III.— THE  GARDEN. 


WE  now  approach  that  part  of  the  acre 
to  which  its  possessor  will  proba- 
bly give  his  warmest  and  most  frequent 
thoughts — the  garden.  If  properly  made 
and  conducted,  it  will  yield  a  revenue 
which  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  could  not 
purchase,  for  who  ever  bought  in  market 
the  flavor  of  fruit  and  vegetables  raised 
by  one's  own  hands  or  under  our  own 
eyes  ?  Sentiment  does  count.  A  boy  is 
a  boy,  but  it  makes  a  vast  difference 
whether  he  is  our  boy  or  not.  A  garden 
may  soon  become  a  part  of  the  man  him- 
self, and  he  be  a  better  man  for  its  care. 
Wholesome  are  the  thoughts  and  schemes 
it  suggests;  healthful  are  the  blood  and 
muscle  resulting  from  its  products  and 
labor  therein.  Even  with  the  purse  of  a 
millionaire  the  best  of  the  city's  markets 
is  no  substitute  for  a  garden,  for  nature 
and  life  are  here,  and  these  are  not  bought 
and  sold.  From  stalls  and  peddlers'  wag- 
ons people  can  buy  but  dead  and  dying 
things.  The  indolent  epicure's  enjoyment 
of  game  is  not  the  relish  of  the  sportsman 
who  has  taken  his  dinner  direct  from  the 
woods  and  waters. 

I  am  often  told,  "It  is  cheaper  to  buy 
fruit  and  vegetables  than  to  raise  them." 
I  have  nothing  to  say  in  reply.  Ther^ 
are  many  cheap  things  that  we  can  have ; 
experience  has  proved  that  one  of  the  best 
things  to  have  is  a  garden,  either  to  work 
in  or  to  visit  daily  when  the  season  per- 
mits. We  have  but  one  life  to  live  here, 
and  to  get  the  cheapest  things  out  of  it  is  a 
rather  poor  ambition. 

There  are  multitudes  who  can  never 
possess  an  acre,  more  or  less,  and  who 
must  obtain  Nature's  products  at  second 
hand.  This  is  not  so  great  a  misfortune 
as  to  have  no  desire  for  her  companion- 
ship, or  wish  to  work  under  her  direction 
in  dewy  mornings  and  shadowy  even- 
ings. We  may  therefore  reasonably  sup- 
pose that  the  man  who  has  exchanged  his 
city  shelter  for  a  rural  home  looks  for- 
ward to  the  garden  with  the  natural,  pri- 
mal instinct,  and  is  eager  to  make  the 
most  of  it  in  all  its  aspects.  Then  let  us 
plunge  in  medias  res  at  once. 

The  ideal  soil  for  a  garden  is  a  mellow, 
sandy  loam,  underlaid  with  a  subsoil  that 


is  not  too  open  or  porous.  Such  ground 
is  termed  "grateful,"  and  it  is  not  the 
kind  of  gratitude  which  has  been  defined 
as  "a  lively  appreciation  of  favors  to 
come,"  which  is  true  of  some  other  soils. 
This  ideal  land  remembers  past  favors; 
it  retains  the  fertilizers  with  which  it  has 
been  enriched,  and  returns  them  in  the 
form  of  good  crops  until  the  gift  is  ex- 
hausted ;  therefore  it  is  a  thrifty  as  well 
as  a  grateful  soil.  The  owner  can  bring 
it  up  to  the  highest  degree  of  fertility, 
and  keep  it  there  by  judicious  manage- 
ment. This  sandy  loam — nature's  blend- 
ing of  sand  and  clay — is  a  safe  bank. 
The  manure  incorporated  with  it  is  a  de- 
posit which  can  be  drawn  against  in  fruit 
and  vegetables,  for  it  does  not  leach  away 
and  disappear  with  one  season's  rains. 

Light,  thin,  sandy  soil,  with  a  porous  or 
gravelly  subsoil,  is  of  a  very  different 
type,  and  requires  different  treatment. 
It  is  a  spendthrift.  No  matter  how  much 
you  give  it  one  year,  it  very  soon  requires 
just  so  much  more.  You  can  enrich  it, 
but  you  can't  keep  it  rich.  Therefore  you 
must  manage  it  as  one  would  take  care  of 
a  spendthrift,  giving  what  is  essential  at 
the  time,  and  in  a  way  that  permits  as  lit- 
tle waste  as  possible.  I  shall  explain  this 
treatment  more  fully  further  on. 

In  the  choice  of  a  garden  plot  you  may 
be  restricted  to  a  stiff,  tenacious,  heavy 
clay.  Now  you  have  a  miser  to  deal  with 
— a  soil  that  retains,  but  in  many  cases 
makes*  no  proper  use  of,  what  it  receives. 
Skill  and  good  management,  however,  can 
improve  any  soil, and  coax  luxuriant  crops 
from  the  most  unpropitious. 

We  will  speak  first  of  the  ideal  soil  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  hope  that  the  acre 
contains  an  area  of  it  of  suitable  dimen- 
sions for  a  garden.  What  should  be  the 
first  step  in  this  case  ?  Why,  to  get  more 
of  it.  A  quarter  of  an  acre  can  be  made 
equal  to  half  an  acre.  You  can  about 
double  the  garden,  without  adding  to  it 
an  inch  of  surface,  by  increasing  the  depth 
of  good  soil.  For  instance,  ground  has 
been  cultivated  to  the  depth  of  six  or  sev- 
en inches.  Try  the  experiment  of  stir- 
ring the  soil  and  enriching  it  one  foot 
downward,  or  eighteen  inches,  or  even  two 
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feet,  and  see  what  vast  differences  will 
i*esult.  With  every  inch  you  go  down, 
making  all  friable  and  fertile,  you  add 
just  so  much  more  to  root  pasturage. 
When  you  wish  to  raise  a  great  deal,  in- 
crease your  leverage.  Roots  are  your 
levers:  and  when  they  rest  against  a  deep 
fertile  soil  they  lift  into  the  air  and  sun- 
shine products  that  may  well  delight  the 
eyes  and  palate  of  the  most  fastidious. 
We  suggest  that  this  thoi*ough  deepening, 
pulverization,  and  enriching  of  the  soil  be 
done  at  the  start,  when  the  plough  can  be 
used  without  any  obstructions.  If  there 
are  stones,  rocks,  roots — anything  which 
pi-e vents  the  treatment  which  a  garden 
plot  -should  receive,  thei-e  is  a  decided  ad- 
vantage in  clearing  theai  all  out  at  the 
beginning.  Last  fall  I  saw  a  half -acre 
that  was  swampy,  and  so  encumbered 
with  stones  that  one  could  walk  all  over 
it  without  stepping  off  the  rocks.  Tlie 
land  was  sloping,  and  therefore  capable 
of  di'ainage.  The  proprietor  put  three 
men  to  work  on  the  lower  side  with  picks, 
shovels,  and  blasting  tools.  They  turned 
the  soil  over  to  the  depth  of  eighteen 
inches,  taking  out  every  stone  larger  than 
a  walnut.  Eight  or  ten  feet  apart  deep 
ditches  were  cut,  and  the  stones,  as  far  as 
possible,  placed  in  these.  The  rest  were 
carted  away  for  a  heavy  wall.  You  may 
say  it  was  expensive  work.  So  it  was; 
yet  so  complete  a  garden  spot  was  made 
that  I  l^elieve  it  would  yield  a  fair  inter- 
est in  potatoes  alone.  I  relate  this  in- 
stance to  show  what  can  be  done.  A  more 
forbidding  area  for  a  garden  in  its  origi- 
nal state  could  scarcely  be  found.  Enough 
vegetables  and  fruit  can  be  raised  from  it 
hereafter,  with  annual  fertilizing,  to  sup- 
ply a  large  family,  and  it  will  improve 
every  year  under  the  i^efining  effects  of 
frost,  sun.  and  cultivation. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  culture 
does  for  soil  what  it  does  for  people.  It 
mellows,  brings  it  up.  and  renders  it  ca- 
pable of  finer  products.  Much,  indeed, 
can  be  done  with  a  crude  piece  of  land 
in  a  single  year  when  treated  with  the 
thoroughness  that  has  been  suggested,  and 
some  strong-growing  vegetables  may  be 
seen  at  their  best  during  the  fii'^t  season, 
but  the  more  delicate  vegetables  thrive 
better  with  successive  yeai^  of  cultiva- 
tion. No  matter  how  abundantly  the 
ground  may  be  enriched  at  first,  time  and 
chemical  action  are  required  to  ti'ansmute 
the  fertilizers  into  the  best  forms  of  plant 


food,  and  make  them  a  part  of  the  very 
soil  itself.  Ploughing  or  spading,  espe- 
cially if  done  in  late  autumn,  exix)ses  the 
mould  to  the  beneticial  action  of  the  air 
and  frost;  and  the  gai-den  gradually  takes 
on  the  refined,  mellow,  fertile  character 
which  distinguishes  it  from  the  oi*dinarv 
field. 

In  dealing  with  a  thin,  sandy  soil  one 
has  almost  to  reverse  the  principles  just 
given.  Yet  there  is  no  cause  for  discour- 
agement. Fine  results,  if  not  the  best, 
can  be  secured.  In  this  case  there  is 
scarcely  any  possibility  for  a  thorough 
preparation  of  the  soil  from  the  start.  It 
can  gradually  be  impix)ved.  however,  by 
making  good  its  deficiencies,  the  chief  of 
which  is  the  lack  of  vegetable  mould. 
If  I  had  such  soil  I  would  rake  up  all  the 
leaves  I  could  find,  employ  them  as  bed- 
ding for  my  cow  and  pigs  (if  I  kept  any), 
and  spread  the  compost  heap  resulting  on 
the  sandy  garden.  The  soil  is  already 
too  light  and  warm,  and  it  should  be  our 
aim  to  apply  fertilizers  tending  to  coun- 
teract this  defect.  A  nervous,  excitable 
pei'son  should  let  stimulants  alone,  and 
take  good,  solid,  blood-making  food.  This 
illustration  suggests  the  proper  coui'se  to 
be  taken.  Many  a  time  I  have  seen  ac- 
tion the  reveree  of  this  resulting  disas- 
trously. For  instance,  a  man  carts  on  his 
light  thin  soil  hot  fermenting  manure 
from  the  hoi*se  stable,  and  ploughs  it  un- 
der. Seeds  are  planted.  In  the  moist, 
cool,  early  spring  they  make  a  great  start, 
feeling  the  impulse  of  the  powerful  stim- 
ulant. There  is  a  hasty  and  unhealthful 
gi*owth,  but  long  before  maturity  the  days 
grow  long  and  hot.  drought  comes,  and 
the  gaixien  dries  up.  Therefore  every  ef- 
fort should  be  made  to  supply  cool  ma- 
nures with  staying  qualities,  such  as  are 
furnished  by  decayed  vegetable  matter 
composted  with  the  cleanings  of  the  cow 
stable.  We  thus  learn  the  value  of  fall- 
en leaves,  muck  from  the  swamp,  etc..  and 
they  also  bring  with  them  but  few  seeds 
of  noxious  vegetation. 

On  the  other  hand,  stolid,  phlegmatic 
clay  requires  the  stimulus  of  maiiure  from 
the  horse  stable.  It  can  be  ploughed  un- 
der at  once,  and  left  to  feiTnent  and  decay 
in  the  soil.  The  process  of  decomposi- 
tion will  tend  to  banish  its  cold,  inert 
qualities,  and  make  the  ground  loose,  open, 
and  amenable  to  the  influences  of  frost, 
sun.  and  rain. 

Does  the  owner  of  light,  warm  soils  ask, 
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^' What,  then,  shall  I  do  with  my  stable 
manure,  since  you  have  said  that  it  will 
be  an  injury  to  my  garden  ?"  I  have  not 
said  this — only  that  it  will  do  harm  if  ap- 
plied in  its  raw,  hot,  fermenting-  state. 
Compost  it  with  leaves,  sod,  earth,  muck, 
anything  that  will  keep  it  from  burning 
up  with  its  own  heat.  If  you  can  obtain 
no  such  ingredients,  have  it  turned  over 
and  exposed  to  the  air  so  often  that  it  will 
decay  without  passing  through  a  process 
approaching  combustioji.  When  it  has 
become  so  thoroughly  decomposed  as  to 
resemble  a  fine  black  powder,  you  have  a 
fertilizer  superior  to  any  higli-priced  pat- 
ent compound  that  can  be  bought.  Fur- 
ther on  I  will  show  how  it  can  be  used 
both  in  this  state  and  also  in  its  crude 
condition  on  light  soils  with  the  best 
results. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  lay  too  much 
stress  on  this  subject  of  fertilizers.  The 
soil  of  the  garden  plot  looks  inert ;  so  does 
heavy  machinery ;  but  apply  to  it  the  prop- 
er motive  power,  and  you  have  activity 
at  once.  Manure  is  the  motive  power  to 
soil,  and  it  should  be  applied  in  a  way 
and  degree  to  secure  the  best  results.  To 
produce  some  vegetables  and  fruits  much 
is  required;  in  other  growths,  very  little. 

In  laying  out  a  garden  there  are  sev- 
eral points  to  be  considered.  The  propri- 
etor may  be  more  desirous  of  securing 
some  degree  of  beauty  in  the  arrangement 
than  of  obtaining  the  highest  condition  of 
productiveness.  If  this  be  true,  he  may 
plan  to  make  down  its  centre  a  wide, 
gravelled  walk,  with  a  grape  arbor  here 
and  there,  and  fruit  trees  and  flowers  in 
borders  on  each  side  of  the  path.  So  far 
from  having  any  objection  to  this  ar- 
rangement, I  should  be  inclined  to  adopt 
it  myself.  It  would  be  conducive  to  fre- 
quent visits  to  the  garden  and  to  loun- 
ging in  it,  especially  if  there  be  rustic  seats 
under  the  arbors.  I  am  inclined  to  favor 
anything  which  accords  with  my  theory 
that  the  best  products  of  a  garden  are 
neither  eaten  nor  sold.  From  such  a  walk 
down  the  middle  of  the  garden  the  pro- 
prietor can  glance  at  the  rows  of  vegeta- 
bles and  small  fruits  on  either  side,  and 
daily  note  their  progress.  What  he  loses 
in  space  and  crops  he  gains  in  pleasure. 

Nor  does  he  lose  much,  for  if  the  bor- 
ders on  each  side  of  the  path  are  planted 
with  grape-vines,  peach  and  plum  trees, 
flowers  and  shrubs,  the  very  ground  he 
walks  on  becomes  part  of  their  root  pas- 


turage. At  the  same  time  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  roots  will  also  extend  with 
depleting  appetites  into  the  land  devoted 
to  vegetables.  The  trees  and  vines  above 
will,  to  some  extent,  cast  an  unwhole- 
some shade.  He  who  has  set  his  heart  on 
the  biggest  cabbages  and  best  potatoes  in 
town  must  cultivate  them  in  ground  open 
to  the  sky,  and  unpervaded  by  any  roots 
except  their  own.  If  the  general  fruit- 
fulness  of  the  garden  rather  than  perfec- 
tion in  a  few  vegetables  is  desired,  the 
borders,  with  their  trees,  vines,  and  flow- 
ers, will  prove  no  objection.  Moreover, 
when  it  comes  to  competing  in  cabbage, 
potatoes,  etc. ,  the  proprietor  of  the  home 
acre  will  find  that  some  Irishman,  by  the 
aid  of  his  redolent  pig-pen,  will  surpass 
him.  The  roots  and  shade  extending 
from  his  borders  will  not  prevent  him 
from  growing  good  vegetables,  if  not  the 
largest. 

We  will  therefore  suppose  that,  as  the 
simplest  and  most  economical  arrange- 
ment, he  has  adopted  the  plan  of  a  walk 
six  feet  wide  extending  through  the  cen- 
tre of  his  garden.  As  was  the  case  with 
the  other  paths,  it  will  be  greatly  to  his 
advantage  to  stake  it  out  and  remove 
about  four  inches  of  the  surface  soil, 
piling  it  near  the  stable  to  be  used  for 
composting  purposes  or  in  the  earth- 
closet.  The  excavation  thus  made  should 
be  filled  with  small  stones  or  cinders,  and 
then  covered  with  fine  gravel.  A  walk 
that  will  be  dry  at  all  times  is  thus  se- 
cured, and  it  will  be  almost  wholly  free 
from  weeds.  In  these  advantages  alone 
one  is  repaid  for  the  extra  first  cost,  and 
in  addition  the  rich  surface  soil  obtained 
will  double  the  bulk  and  value  of  the  fer- 
tilizers with  which  it  is  mixed. 

Having  made  the  walk,  borders  five  feet 
wide  can  be  laid  out  on  each  side  of  it, 
and  the  soil  in  these  should  be  as  rich 
and  deep  as  any  other  parts  of  the  gar- 
den. What  shall  be  planted  in  these  bor- 
ders will  depend  largely  on  the  tastes  of 
the  gardener,  but,  as  has  been  suggested, 
there  will  assuredly  be  one  or  more  shad- 
owy grape  arbors  under  which  the  pro- 
prietor can  retire  to  provide  horticultural 
strategy.  This  brings  us  to  that  chef- 
d'oeuvre  of  nature, 

The  vine.  It  climbs  by  its  tendrils,  and 
they  appear  to  have  clasped  the  heart  of 
humanity.  Among  the  best  of  Heaven's 
gifts,  it  has  sustained  the  worst  perver- 
sions.    But  we  will  refrain  from  a  tern- 
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perance  lecture ;  also  from  sacred  and 
classical  reminiscences.  The  world  is  not 
composed  of  monks  who  thought  to  es- 
cape temptation  —  and  vainh',  too  —  in 
stony  cells.  To  some  the  purple  cluster 
sugorests  Bacchanal  revelry;  to  others,  sit- 
ting under  one's  own  vine  and  fig-tree — 
in  brief,  a  home.  The  vine  is  like  Avoman, 
the  inspiration  of  the  best  and  the  worst. 

It  may  well  become  one  of  the  dreams 
of  our  life  to  own  land  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  that  of  obtaining  the  privilege 
of  planting  vines.  As  they  take  root,  so 
will  we;  and  after  we  have  eaten  their 
delicious  fruit,  the  very  thought  of  leaving 
our  acre  will  be  repugnant.  The  litera- 
ture of  the  vine  would  fill  a  library;  the 
literature  of  love  would  crowd  many  li- 
braries. It  is  not  essential  to  read  every- 
thing before  we  start  a  little  vineyard  or 
go  a-courting. 

It  is  said  that  about  two  thousand  known 
and  named  varieties  of  grapes  have  been 
and  are  being  grown  in  Europe,  and  all 
these  are  supposed  to  have  been  developed 
from  one  species  {Vitis  v  in  if  era),  which 
originally  was  the  wild  product  of  nature, 
like  those  growing  in  our  thickets  and 
forests.  One  can  scarcely  suppose  this 
possible  when  contemplating  a  cluster  of 
Tokay  or  some  other  highly  developed  va- 
riety of  the  hot-house.  Yet  the  native 
vine, which  began  to  "yield  fruit  after  his 
kind,  the  third  day"  (whatever  may  have 
been  the  length  of  that  day),  may  have 
been,  after  all,  a  good  starting-point  in  the 
process  of  development.  One  can  hardly 
believe  that  the  "one  cluster  of  grapes"' 
which  the  burdened  spies,  returning  from 
Palestine,  bore  "between  two  of  them 
upon  a  staff,"  was  the  result  of  high  sci- 
entific culture.  In  that  clime,  and  when 
the  world  was  young,  nature  must  have 
been  more  beneficent  than  now.  It  is 
certain  that  no  such  cluster  ever  hung 
from  the  native  vines  of  this  land,  yet  it 
is  from  our  wild  species,  whose  fruit  the 
Indians  shared  with  the  birds  and  foxes 
(when  not  hanging  so  high  as  to  be  sour), 
that  we  have  developed  the  delicious  va- 
rieties of  our  out -door  vine^'ards.  For 
about  two  centuries  our  forefathers  kept 
on  planting  vines  imported  from  Europe, 
only  to  meet  with  failure.  Nature,  that 
had  so  abundantly  rewarded  their  efforts 
abroad,  quietly  checkmated  them  here. 
At  last  American  fruit-growers  took  the 
hint,  and  began  developing  our  native 
species.      Then  nature  smiled,  and  as  a 


lure  along  this  correct  path  of  progress 
gave  such  incentives  as  tiie  Isabella,  the 
Catawba,  and  Concord.  We  ai'e  now  be- 
wildered by  almost  as  great  a  choice  of 
varieties  from  native  species  as  they  have 
abroad,  and  as  an  aid  to  selection  I  will 
again  give  the  verdict  of  some  of  the  au- 
thorities. 

The  choice  of  Hon.  Norman  J.  Colman, 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture:  "Early  Vic- 
tor, Worden,  Martha,  Elvira,  Cynthiana." 
This  is  for  the  rggion  of  Missouri.  For 
the  latitude  of  New  Jersey,  A.  S.  Fuller's 
selection:  "Delaware,  Concord,  Moore's 
Early,  Antoinette  (white),  Augusta  (white), 
Goethe  (amber).''  E.  S.  Carmen :  "Moore's 
Early  [you  cannot  praise  this  too  much. 
The  quality  is  merely  that  of  the  Con- 
cord ;  but  the  vines  are  marvels  of  per- 
fect health,  the  bunches  large,  the  ber- 
ries of  the  largest  size.  They  ripen  all 
at  once,  and  are  fully  ripe  when  the  Con- 
cord begins  to  color],  Worden,  Brighton, 
Victoria  (white),  Niagara  (white).  El  Do- 
rado. [This  does  not  thrive  everywhere, 
but  the  grapes  ripen  early — September  1, 
or  before — and  the  quality  is  perfection — 
Avhite.]"  Choice  of  P.  J.  Bcrckman,  for 
the  latitude  of  Georgia:  "White  grapes 
—  Peter  Wylie,  Triumph,  Maxatawny, 
Scuppernong.  Red  grapes  —  Delaware, 
Berckman's,  Brighton.  Black — Concord, 
Ives." 

As  I  have  over  a  hundred  varieties  in 
bearing  I  may  venture  to  express  an  opin- 
ion also.  I  confess  that  I  am  very  fond 
of  those  old  favorites  of  our  fathers,  the 
Isabella  and  Catawba.  They  wall  not 
ripen  everywhere  in  our  latitude,  yet  I 
seldom  fail  to  secure  a  good  crop.  Last 
fall  we  voted  the  Isabella  almost  unsur- 
passed. If  one  has  warm,  well-drained 
soil,  or  can  train  a  vine  near  the  south 
side  of  a  building,  I  should  advise  the  trial 
of  this  fine  old  grape.  The  lona,  Brighton, 
and  Agawam  also  are  great  favorites  with 
me.  We  regard  the  Diana,  Wyoming  Red, 
Perkins,  and  Roger's  hybrids,  Lindley, 
Wilder,  and  Amenia,  as  among  the  best. 
The  Rebecca,  Duchess,  Lady  Washington, 
and  Purity  are  fine  white  grapes.  I  have 
not  yet  tested  the  Niagara.  Years  ago  I 
obtained  of  Mr.  James  Ricketts,  the  prize- 
taker  for  seedling  grapes,  two  vines  of  a 
small  wine  grape  called  the  Bacchus.  To 
my  taste  it  is  very  pleasant  after  two  or 
tliree  slight  frosts. 

Our  list  of  varieties  is  long  enough,  and 
one  must  be  fastidious  indeed  who  does 
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not  find  some  to  suit  his  taste.  In  many 
localities  the  chief  question  is,  what  kinds 
can  I  grow  ?  In  our  favored  region  on 
the  Hudson  almost  all  the  out-door  grapes 
will  thrive,  but  as  we  go  north  the  seasons 
become  too  cool  and  short  for  some  kinds, 
and  proceeding  south  the  summers  are  too 
long  and  hot  for  others.  The  salt  air  of 
the  sea-coast  is  not  conducive  to  vine  cul- 
ture, and  only  the  most  vigorous,  like  the 
Concord  and  Moore's  Early,  will  resist  the 
mildew  blight.  We  must  therefore  do  the 
best  we  can,  and  that  will  be  very  well 
indeed  in  most  localities. 

Because  our  list  of  good  grapes  is  al- 
ready so  long,  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
have  reached  the  limit  of  development  by 
any  means.  When  we  remember  that 
almost  within  a  lifetime  our  fine  varie- 
ties have  been  developed  from  the  wild 
northern  Fox  grape  {Vitis  labrusca),  the 
Summer  grape  (cestivalis) ,  Frost  (cordifo- 
lia),  we  are  led  to  think  that  perhaps  we 
have  scarcely  more  than  crossed  the  stile 
which  leads  into  the  path  of  progress.  If 
I  should  live  to  keep  up  my  little  speci- 
men vineyard  ten  years  longer,  perhaps 
the  greater  part  of  the  varieties  now  cul- 
tivated will  have  given  place  to  others. 
The  delicious  Brighton  requires  no  more 
space  than  a  sour  defective  variety;  while 
the  proprietor  starts  with  the  best  kinds 
he  can  obtain,  he  will  find  no  restraint  be- 
yond his  own  ignorance  or  carelessness 
that  will  prevent  his  replacing  the  Brigh- 
ton with  a  variety  twice  as  good  when  it 
is  developed.  Thus  vine -planting  and 
grape-tasting  stretch  away  into  an  allu- 
ring and  endless  vista. 

When  such  exchanges  are  made, we  do 
not  recommend  the  grafting  of  a  new  fa- 
vorite on  an  old  vine.  This  is  a  pretty 
operation  when  one  has  the  taste  and  lei- 
sure for  it,  and  a  new,  high-priced  variety 
can  sometimes  be  obtained  speedily  and 
cheaply  in  this  way.  Usually,  however, 
new  kinds  soon  drop  down  within  the 
means  of  almost  any  purchaser,  and  there 
are  advantages  in  having  each  variety 
g'rowing  upon  its  own  root.  Nature  yields 
to  the  skill  of  the  careful  gardener,  and 
permits  the  insertion  of  one  distinct  varie- 
ty of  fruit  upon  another,  but  with  the  vine 
she  does  not  favor  this  method  of  propa- 
gation and  change  as  in  the  case  of  pears 
and  apples,  where  the  graft  forms  a  close, 
tenacious  union  with  the  stock  in  which 
it  is  placed.  Mr.  Fuller  writes,  "On  ac- 
count  of  the   peculiar   structure   of  the 


wood  of  the  vine,  a  lasting  union  is  sel- 
dom obtained  when  grafted  above-ground, 
and  is  far  from  being  certain  even  when 
grafted  below  the  surface  by  the  ordinary 
method."  The  vine  is  increased  so  rea- 
dily by  easy  and  natural  methods,  to  be 
explained  hereafter,  that  he  who  desires 
nothing  more  than  to  secure  a  good  sup- 
ply of  grapes  for  the  table  can  dismiss  the 
subject.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
wish  to  amuse  themselves  by  experiment- 
ing- with  nature  can  find  abundant  en- 
joyment in  not  only  grafting  old  vines, 
but  also  in  raising  new  seedlings,  among 
which  he  may  obtain  a  prize  which  will 
"astonish  the  natives."  Those,  how- 
ever, whose  tastes  carry  them  to  such 
lengths  in  vine  culture  will  be  sure  to  pur- 
chase exhaustive  treatises  on  the  subject, 
and  will  therefore  give  no  heed  to  these 
simple  practical  papers.  It  is  my  aim  to 
enable  the  business  man  returning  from 
his  city  office,  or  the  farmer  engrossed 
with  the  care  of  many  acres,  to  learn  in  a 
few  moments,  from  time  to  time,  just  what 
he  must  do  to  supply  his  family  abundant- 
ly with  fruits  and  vegetables. 

If  one  is  about  to  adopt  grape  culture 
as  a  calling",  common-sense  requires  that 
he  should  locate  in  some  region  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  the  vine.  If  the  possessor 
of  a  large  farm  purposes  to  put  several 
acres  in  vineyard,  he  also  should  aim  to 
select  a  soil  and  exposure  best  suited  to 
his  purpose.  Two  thousand  years  ago 
Virgil  wrote,  "Nor  let  thy  vineyard  bend 
toward  the  sun  when  setting."  The  in- 
ference is  that  the  vines  should  face  the 
east  if  possible,  and  from  that  day  to 
this  eastern  and  southern  exposures  have 
been  found  the  best.  Yet  climate  modi- 
fies even  this  principle.  In  the  South,  I 
would  plant  my  vineyard  on  a  northwest- 
ern slope,  or  on  the  north  side  of  a  belt  of 
woods,  for  the  reason  that  the  long  hot 
days  there  would  cause  too  rapid  an  evap- 
oration from  the  foliage  of  vines,  and  en- 
feeble if  not  kill  them.  In  the  limited 
space  of  the  home  acre  one  can  use  only 
such  land  as  he  has,  and  plant  where  he 
must,  but  if  the  favorable  exposures  indi- 
cated exist,  it  would  be  well  to  make  the 
most  of  them.  I  can  mention,  however, 
as  encouragement  to  many  that  I  saw,  last 
fall,  splendid  grapes  growing  on  perfectly 
level  and  sandy  soil  in  New  Jersey. 

A  low-lying,  heavy,  tenacious  clay  is 
undoubtedly  the  worst  ground  in  which 
to  plant  a  vine,  and  yet  by  thorough  drain- 
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age,  a  liberal  admixture  of  sand  and  lifrlit 
fertilizers,  it  can  be  made  to  produce  good 
grapes  of  some  varieties ;  a  light  sandy 
soil,  if  enriched  abundantly  Avitli  well-de- 
cayed vegetable  and  barn-yard  manures, 
gives  wider  scope  in  choice  of  kinds ;  while 
on  the  ideal  well-drained  sandy  loam  that 
we  have  described,  any  out -door  grape 
can  be  planted  hopefully  if  the  garden  is 
sufficiently  removed  from  the  sea-board. 

As  a  general  truth  it  may  be  stated  that 
any  land  in  a  condition  to  produce  a  fine 
crop  of  corn  and  potatoes  is  ready  for  the 
vine.  This  would  be  true  of  the  entire 
garden  if  the  suggestions  heretofore  made 
have  been  carried  out.  Therefore  the  bor- 
ders which  have  been  named  are  ready  to 
receive  the  vines,  which  may  be  planted 
in  either  spring  or  fall.  I  prefer  the  fall 
season  for  several  reasons.  The  ground 
is  usually  drier  then  and  crumbles  more 
finely;  the  young  vine  becomes  well  es- 
tablished and  settled  in  its  place  by  spring, 
and  even  forms  new  roots  before  the  grow- 
ing season  begins,  and  in  eight  cases  out 
of  ten  makes  a  stronger  growth  than  fol- 
lows spring  planting;  it  is  w^ork  accom- 
plished when  there  is  usually  the  greatest 
leisure.  If  the  ground  is  ready  in  early 
spring,  I  should  advise  no  delay.  A  year's 
growth  is  gained  by  setting  out  the  vines 
at  once.  As  a  rule  I  do  not  advise  late 
spring  planting,  that  is,  after  the  buds 
have  started  on  the  young  vines.  They 
may  live,  but  usually  they  scarcely  do 
more  the  first  year. 

In  ordering  from  a  nursery  I  should 
ask  for  vigorous,  well-rooted,  two-year-old 
vines,  and  I  should  be  almost  as  well  con- 
tented with  first-class  one-year-olds.  If 
any  one  should  advertise  "extra  large, 
strong  vines,  ready  to  bear  at  once,"  I 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  him. 
That's  a  nursery  trick  to  get  rid  of  old 
stock.  The  first  year  after  the  shock  of 
removal  a  vine  should  not  be  permitted 
to  bear  at  all,  and  a  young  vigorous  vine 
is  worth  a  dozen  old  stunted  ones. 

Having  procured  the  vines,  keep  them 
in  a  cool,  moist  place  until  ready  to  plant. 
Never  permit  the  roots  to  become  dry, 
and  if  some  of  them  are  long  and  naked, 
shorten  them  to  two  feet,  so  as  to  cause 
them  to  throw  out  side  fibrous  roots,  which 
are  the  true  feeders.  Excavate  holes  of 
ample  size,  so  that  all  the  roots  may  be 
spread  out  naturally.  If  you  have  rea- 
son to  think  the  ground  is  not  very  good, 
two  or  three  quarts  of  fine  bone-dust  thor- 


oughly mixed  with  the  soil  that  is  placed 
on  and  about  the  roots  will  give  a  fine 
send-ofiF.  Usually  a  good  mulch  of  any 
kind  of  barn-yard  manure  placed  on  the 
surface  after  planting  will  answer  all  pur- 
poses. Before  filling  in  the  hole  over  the 
roots,  place  beside  the  vine  a  stout  stake 
six  or  seven  feet  high.  This  will  be  all 
the  support  required  the  first  j^ear.  Cut 
back  the  young  vine  to  three  buds,  and 
after  they  get  well  started,  let  but  one 
grow.  If  the  planting  is  done  in  the  fall, 
mound  the  earth  up  over  the  little  vine  at. 
the  approach  of  winter  so  as  to  cover  it  at 
least  six  inches  below  the  surface.  In 
spi-ing  uncover  again  as  soon  as  hard 
frosts  are  over,  say  early  April  in  our  lat- 
itude. Slow^- growing  varieties,  like  the 
Delaware,  may  be  set  out  six  feet  apart ; 
strong  growers,  like  the  Concord,  eight 
feet.  Vines  cannot  be  expected  to  thrive 
under  the  shade  of  trees,  or  to  fight  an 
unequal  battle  in  ground  filled  with  the 
roots  of  any  other  vegetation. 

Vines  may  be  set  out  not  only  in  the 
garden  borders,  but  also  in  almost  any 
place  where  their  roots  will  not  be  inter- 
fered with,  and  where  their  foliage  will 
receive  plenty  of  light  and  air.  How 
well  I  remember  the  old  Isabella  vines 
that  clambered  on  a  trellis  over  the  kitch- 
en door  at  my  childhood's  home!  In  this 
sunny  exposure,  and  in  the  reflected  heat 
of  the  building,  the  clusters  were  always 
the  sweetest  and  earliest  ripe.  A  ton  of 
grapes  may  be  secured  annually  by  erect- 
ing trellises  against  the  sides  of  buildings, 
walls,  and  poultry-yard,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  screening  vines  furnish  grateful 
shade  and  no  small  degree  of  beauty. 
With  a  little  petting,  such  scattered  vines 
are  often  enormously  productive.  An 
occasional  pail  of  soapsuds  gives  them  a 
drink  which  eventually  flushes  the  thick- 
ly hanging  clusters  with  exquisite  color. 
People  should  dismiss  from  their  minds 
the  usual  method  of  European  cultivation, 
wherein  the  vines  are  tied  to  short  stakes, 
and  made  to  produce  their  fruit  near  the 
ground.  This  method  can  be  employed 
if  we  find  pleasure  in  the  experiment.  At 
Mr.  Fuller's  place  I  saw  fine  examples  of 
it.  Stubby  vines  with  stems  thick  as 
one's  wrist  rose  about  three  feet  from  the 
ground,  then  branched  off  on  every  side» 
like  an  umbrella,  with  loads  of  fruit. 
Only  one  supporting  stake  was  required. 
This  method  evidently  is  not  adapted  to 
our  climate  and  species  of  grape,  since  in 
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that  case  plenty  of  keen,  practical  fruit- 
growers would  have  adopted  it.  I  am 
glad  this  is  true,  for  the  vine-clad  hills  of 
France  do  not  present  half  so  pleasing  a 
spectacle  as  an  American  corn  field.  The 
vine  is  beautiful  when  grown  as  a  vine 
and  not  as  a  stub,  and  well-trained,  well- 
fed  vines  on  the  home  acre  can  be  devel- 
oped to  almost  any  length  required,  shad- 
ing and  hiding  with  greenery  every  un- 
sightly object,  and  hanging  tlieir  finest 
clusters  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  preda- 
tory small  boy. 

We  may  now  consider  the  vines  plant- 
ed and  growing  vigorously,  as  they  will 
in  most  instances  if  they  have  been  pre- 
pared for  and  planted  according  to  the 
suggestions  already  given.  Now  begins 
the  process  of  guiding  and  assisting  Na- 
ture. .  Left  to  herself,  she  will  give  a  su- 
perabundance of  vine,  with  sufficient  fruit 
for  purposes  of  propagation  and  feeding 
the  birds.  Our  object  is  to  obtain  the 
maximum  of  fruit  from  a  minimum  of 
vine.  The  little  plant,  even  though  grown 
from  a  single  bud,w^ill  sprawl  over  every- 
thing near  it  in  three  or  four  years  if  un- 
checked. Pruning  can  begin  even  before 
midsummer  of  the  first  year.  The  single 
green  shoot  will  by  this  time  begin  to  pro- 
duce what  are  termed  laterals.  The  care- 
ful cultivator  who  wishes  to  throw  all  the 
strength  and  growth  into  the  main  shoot 
will  pinch  these  laterals  back  as  soon  as 
they  form  one  leaf.  Each  lateral  will 
start  again  from  the  axil  of  the  leaf  that 
has  been  left,  and  having  formed  another 
leaf,  should  again  be  cut  off.  By  repeat- 
ing this  process  during  the  growing  sea- 
son you  have  a  strong  single  cane  by  fall 
reaching  probably  beyond  the  top  of  the 
supporting  stake.  In  our  latitude  I  advise 
that  this  single  cane — that  is,  the  vine 
— be  cut  back  to  within  fifteen  inches  of 
the  surface  when  the  leaves  have  fallen 
and  the  wood  has  well  ripened,  say  about 
the  middle  of  November,  and  that  the  part 
left  be  bent  over  and  covered  with  earth. 
When  I  say  bent  over,  I  do  not  mean  at 
right  angles,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  possibil- 
ity of  its  being  broken,  but  gently  and 
judiciously.  I  cover  with  earth  all  my 
vines  except  the  Concords  and  Isabellas 
just  before  hard  freezing  weather,  and 
even  these  two  hardy  kinds  I  weight 
down  close  to  the  ground.  I  have  never 
failed  to  secure  a  crop  from  vines  so  treat- 
ed. Two  men  will  protect  over  a  hun- 
dred vines  in  a  day. 


In  early  April  the  young  vine  is  uncov- 
ered again,  and  now  the  two  uppermost 
buds  are  allowed  to  grow  and  form  two 
strong  canes  instead  of  one,  and  on  this 
new  growth  four  or  five  clusters  of  grapes 
may  be  permitted  to  mature  if  the  vine  is 
vigorous.  If  it  is  feeble,  take  off  all  the 
fruit,  and  stimulate  the  vine  into  greater 
vigor.  Our  aim  is  not  to  obtain  half  a 
dozen  inferior  clusters  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  to  produce  a  vine  that  will  eventually 
almost  supply  a  family  by  itself.  If  sev- 
eral varieties  have  been  planted,  some  will 
be  found  going  ahead  rampantly;  others 
will  exhibit  a  feebler  growth,  which  can 
be  hastened  and  greatly  increased  by  en- 
riching the  surface  of  the  soil  around 
them,  and  by  a  pail  of  soap-suds  now  and 
then  in  May  or  June,  but  not  later,  unless- 
there  should  be  a  severe  drought.  There 
should  be  no  effort  to  produce  much 
growth  during  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer and  early  autumn,  for  then  both  the 
wood  and  roots  will  be  immature  and  un- 
ripened  when  frost  begins,  and  thus  the 
vine  receive  injury.  For  this  reason  it 
is  usually  best  to  apply  fertilizers  to  vines 
in  the  fall,  for  if  given  in  the  spring  a 
late  unhealthful  growth  is  often  produced. 
Throughout  all  subsequent  years  manure 
must  be  applied  judiciously.  You  may 
tell  the  hired  man  to  top-dress  the  ground 
about  the  vines,  and  he  will  probably  treat 
all  alike ;  a  vine  that  is  already  growing 
so  strongly  that  it  can  scarcely  be  kept 
within  bounds  will  receive  as  much  as. 
one  that  is  slow  and  feeble  in  its  develop- 
ment. This  is  worse  than  waste.  Each 
vine  should  be  treated  in  accordance  with 
its  condition  and  habit  of  growth. 

Stakes  will  answer  as  supports  to  the 
vines  during  the  first  and  second  seasons, 
but  thereafter  trellises  or  arbors  are  need- 
ed. The  latter  will  probably  be  employed 
over  the  central  walk  of  the  garden,  and 
can  be  constructed  after  several  simple 
and  pretty  designs,  which  I  leave  to  the 
taste  of  the  reader.  If  t  ines  are  planted 
about  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  trellises  can 
be  made  of  anything  preferred,  from  gal- 
vanized wire,  slats,  or  rustic  poles  fasten- 
ed to  strong,  durable  supports.  If  vines 
are  to  be  trained  scientifically  in  the  open 
garden,  I  should  recommend  the  trellises- 
figured  on  pages  120  and  142  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ler's work.  The  Grape  Cultiirist.  These, 
beyond  anything  I  have  seen,  appear  the 
best  adapted  for  the  following  out  of  a 
careful  system  of  pruning  and  training. 
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Unless  the  reader  bus  had  experience, 
or  is  willin*^  to  give  time  for  the  mastery 
of  this  subject,  I  should  advise  that  he 
employ  an  experienced  gardener  to  prune 
his  vines  after  the  second  year.  It  is  a 
brief  task,  but  a  great  deal  depends  upon 
it.  In  selecting  a  man  for  the  work  I 
should  require  something  more  than  ex- 
aggerated and  personal  assurances.  In 
almost  every  locality  there  are  trustwor- 
thy, intelligent  gardeners  who  will  do 
this  work  for.  a  small  sum  until  the  pro- 
prietor has  learned  the  art  himself,  if  so 
inclined.  I  would  also  employ  the  same 
man  in  spring  to  tie  up  the  vines  and 
train  them. 

If  one  is  not  ambitious  to  secure  the 
best  results  attainable,  he  can  soon  learn 
to  perform  both  the  tasks  well  enough  to 
obtain  fairly  good  fruit  in  abundance.    It 


should  be  our  constant  aim  not  to  permit 
long,  naked  reaches  of  wood  in  one  part 
of  the  vine  and  great  smothering  bunches 
of  fruit  and  foliage  in  another  part.  Of 
coui^se  the  roots,  stem,  and  leading  arms 
should  be  kept  free  from  useless  shoots 
and  si)routs,  but  having  reached  the  trel- 
lis, the  vine  should  be  made  to  distribute 
bearing  fruit  spurs  evenly  over  it.  Much 
can  be  learned  about  pruning  from  books, 
and  by  watching  an  expert  gardener  while 
giving  the  annual  pruning,  but  the  true 
science  of  trinnning  a  vine  is  best  acquired 
by  watching  buds  develop,  by  noting  what 
they  will  do,  where  they  go,  and  how  nmch 
space  they  will  take  up  in  a  single  sum- 
mer. In  this  way  one  will  eventually  re- 
alize how  much  is  wrapped  up  in  the  in- 
significant little  buds,  and  how  great  the 
folly  of  leaving  too  many  on  the  vine. 


FACE   TO    FACE. 

BY  PAUL  II.  IIAYNE. 


SAD  mortal  I  couldst  thou  but  know 
What  truly  it  means  to  die. 
The  wings  of  thy  soul  would  glow. 

And  the  hopes  of  thy  heart  beat  high; 
Thou  wouldst  turn  from  the  Pyrrhonist 
schools. 
And  laugh  their  jargon  to  scorn, 
As  the  babble  of  midnight  fools 

Ere  the  morning  of  Truth  be  born: 
But  I,  earth's  madness  above, 

In  a  kingdom  of  stormless  breath— 
I  gaze  on  the  glory  of  love 
In  the  unveiled  face  of  Death. 

I  tell  thee  his  face  is  fair 

As  the  moon-bow's  amber  rings, 
And  the  gleam  in  his  unbound  hair 

Like  the  flush  of  a  thousand  Springs; 
His  smile  is  the  fathomless  beam 

Of  the  star-shine's  sacred  light, 
When  the  Summers  of  Southland  dream 

In  the  lap  of  the  holy  Night: 
For  I,  earth's  blindness  above, 

In  a  kingdom  of  halcyon  breath — 
I  gaze  on  the  marvel  of  love 

In  the  unveiled  face  of  Death. 

In  his  eyes  a  heaven  there  dwells — 
But  they  hold  few  mysteries  now — 

And  his  pity  for  earth's  farewells 
Half  furrows  that  shining  brow; 

Souls  taken  from  Time's  cold  tide 
He  folds  to  his  fostering  breast. 


And  the  tears  of  their  grief  are  dried 
Ere  they  enter  the  courts  of  rest: 

And  still,  earth's  madness  above, 
In  a  kingdom  of  stormless  breath, 

I  gaze  on  a  light  that  is  love 
In  the  unveiled  face  of  Death. 

Through  the  splendor  of  stars  impearled 

In  the  glow  of  their  far-off  grace, 
He  is  soaring  world  by  w^orld. 

With    the    souls    in    his    strong    em- 
brace ; 
Lone  ethers,  unstirred  by  a  wind. 

At  the  passage  of  Death  grow  sweet, 
With  the  fragrance  that  floats  behind 

The  flash  of  his  winged  retreat: 
And  I,  earth's  madness  above, 

'Mid  a  kingdom  of  tranquil  breath. 
Have  gazed  on  the  lustre  of  love 

In  the  unveiled  face  of  Death. 

But  beyond  the  stars  and  the  sun 

I  can  follow  him  still  on  his  way. 
Till  the  pearl-white  gates  are  won 

In  the  calm  of  the  central  day. 
Far  voices  of  fond  acclaim 

Thrill  down  from  the  place  of  souls. 
As  Death,  with  a  touch  like  flame, 

Uncloses  the  goal  of  goals; 
And  from  heaven  of  heavens  above 

God  speaketh  with  bateless  breath — 
My  angel  of  x^erfect  love 

Is  the  angel  men  call  Death! 


THEIR  PILGRIMAGE. 

BY  CHAELES  DUDLEY  WARNER. 


CHAPTER  III. 

view  of  the  Catskills  from  a  certain  hospitable 
mansion  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  is  better 
than  any  view  from  those   delectable   hills.      The 
artist   said   so   one   morning-  late   in 
June,  and  Mr.  King-  agreed  with  him, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  but  would  have 
no   philosophizing-  about  it,  as   that 
anticipation    is    always    better    than 
realization;    and  when  Mr.  Forbes  went 
on  to  say  that  climbing-  a  mountain  was 
a   good  deal  like   marriage  —  the   world 
was  likely  to  look  a  little  flat  once  that 
cerulean  height  was  attained— Mr.  King- 
only  remarked  that  that  was  a  low  view 
to  take  of  the  subject,  but  he  would  con- 
fess that  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  any  rational  object  could  fulfil,  or 
even  approach,  the  promise  held  out  by 
such  an  exquisite  prospect  as  that  before 
them. 

The  friends  were  standing  where  the 
Catskill  hills  lay  before  them  in  echelon 
toward  the  river,  the  ridges  lapping-  over 
each  other  and  receding  in  the  distance,  a 
g-radation  of  lines  most  artistically  drawn, 
still  further  refined  by  shades  of  violet, 
which  always  have  the  effect  upon  the 
contemplative  mind  of  either  religious  ex- 
altation or  the  kindling  of  a  sentiment 
which  is  in  the  young  akin  to  the  emotion 
of  love.  While  the  artist  was  making- 
some  memoranda  of  these  outlines,  and 
Mr.  King  was  drawing  I  know  not  what 
auguries  of  hope  from  these  purple  heights,  a  young  lady  seated  upon  a  rock  near  by — 
a  young  lady  just  stepping  over  the  border-line  of  womanhood — had  her  eyes  also  fixed 
upon  those  dreamy  distances,  with  that  look  we  sll  know  so  well,  betraying  that  shy 
expectancy  of  life  which  is  unconfessed,  that  tendency  to  maidenly  reverie  which  it 
were  cruel  to  interpret  literally.  At  the  moment  she  is  more  interesting  than  the 
Catskills — the  brown  hair,  the  large  eyes  unconscious  of  any  thing  but  the  most 
natural  emotion,  the  shapely  waist  just  beginning  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  future- 
it  is  a  pity  that  we  shall  never  see  her  again,  and  that  she  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  our  journey.  She  also  v/ill  have  her  romance ;  fate  will  meet  her  in  the  way 
some  day,  and  set  her  pure  heart  wildly  beating,  and  she  will  know  what  those  purple 
distances  mean.  Happiness,  tragedy,  anguish — who  can  tell  what  is  in  store  for  her  ? 
I  cannot  but  feel  profound  sadness  at  meeting  her  in  this  casual  way  and  never 
seeing  her  again.  Who  says  that  the  world  is  not  full  of  romance  and  pathos  and 
regret  as  we  go  our  daily  way  in  it  ?  You  meet  her  at  a  railway  station ;  there  is  the 
flutter  of  a  veil,  the  gleam  of  a  scarlet  bird,  the  lifting  of  a  pair  of  eyes — she  is  gone; 
she  is  entering  a  drawing-room,  and  stops  a  moment  and  turns  away;  she  is  looking 
from  a  window  as  you  pass — it  is  only  a  glance  out  of  eternity;  she  stands  for  a 
second  upon  a  rock  looking  seaward.;  she  passes  you  at  the  church  door — is  that  all  ? 
It  is  discovered  that  instantaneous  photographs  can  be  taken.  They  are  taken  all 
the  time ;  some  of  them  are  never  developed,  but  I  suppose  these  impressions  are  all 
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there  on  the  sensitive  plate,  and  that  the 
plate  is  permanently  affected  by  the  im- 
pressions. The  pity  of  it  is  that  the  world 
is  so  full  of  these  undeveloped  knowledg-es 
of  people  worth  knowing  and  friendships 
worth  making. 

The  comfort  of  leaving  some  things  to 
the  imagination  was  impressed  npon  our 
travellers  when  they  left  the  narrow- 
gauge  railway  at  the  mountain  station, 
and  identified  themselves  with  other  tour- 
ists by  entering  a  two-horso  wagon  to  be 
dragged  wearily  up  the  hill  through  the 
woods.  The  ascent  would  be  more  toler- 
able if  any  vistas  w^ere  cut  in  the  forest  to 
give  views  by  the  way;  as  it  was,  the  mo- 
notony of  the  pull  upward  w^as  only  re- 
lieved by  the  society  of  the  passengers. 
There  were  two  bright  little  girls  off  for  a 
holiday  with  their  Western  uncle,  a  big, 
good-natured  man  with  a  diamond  breast- 
pin, and  his  voluble  son,  a  lad  about  the 
age  of  his  little  cousins,  Avhom  he  con- 
stantly pestered  by  his  rude  and  domina- 
ting behavior.  The  boy  was  a  product 
wliich  it  is  the  despair  of  all  Europe  to 
produce,  and  our  travellers  had  great  de- 
light in  him  as  an  epitome  of  American 
"smartness."  He  led  all  the  conversa- 
tion, had  confident  opinions  about  every 
thing,  easily  put  down  his  deferential 
papa,  and  pleased  the  other  passengers  by 
his  self-sufficient,  know-it-all  air.  To  a 
boy  who  had  travelled  in  California  and 
seen  the  Alps  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  this  humble  mountain  could  afford 
much  entertainment,  and  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  his  contempt  for  it. 
When  the  stage  reached  the  Rip  Van 
Winkle  House,  half-way,  the  shy  school- 
girls were  for  indulging  a  little  sentiment 
over  the  old  legend,  but  the  boy, who  con- 
cealed his  ignorance  of  the  Irving  ro- 
mance until  his  cousins  had  prattled  the 
outlines  of  it,  Avas  not  to  be  taken  in  by 
any  such  chaff,  and  though  he  Avas  a  lit- 
tle staggered  by  Rip's  own  cottage,  and  by 
the  sight  of  the  cave  above  it  which  is  la- 
belled as  the  very  spot  w^here  the  vaga- 
bond took  his  long  nap,  he  attempted  to 
bully  the  attendant  and  drink-mixer  in 
the  hut,  and  openly  flaunted  his  incre- 
dulity until  the  bar-tender  showed  him  a 
long  bunch  of  Rip's  hair,  which  hung  like 
a  scalp  on  a  nail,  and  the  rusty  barrel 
and  stock  of  the  musket.  The  cabin  is, 
indeed,  full  of  old  guns,  pistols,  locks  of 
hair,  buttons,  cartridge-boxes,  bullets, 
knives,  and  other  undoubted  relics  of  Rip 


and  the  Revolution.  This  cabin,  with  its 
facilities  for  slaking  thirst  on  a  hot  day 
which  Rip  would  have  appreciated,  over 
a  hundred  years  old  according  to  infor- 
mation to  be  obtained  on  the  spot,  is  real- 
ly of  unknown  antiquity,  the  old  boards 
and  timl)er  of  which  it  is  constructed  hav- 
ing been  brought  down  from  the  Mount- 
ain House  some  forty  years  ago. 

The  old  Mountain  House,  standing  upon 
its  ledge  of  rock,  from  wiiicli  one  looks 
down  upon  a  map  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  New  York  and  New  England,  with 
the  lake  in  the  rear,  and  heights  on  each 
side  that  otfer  chai'ming  walks  to  those 
who  have  in  contemplation  views  of  na- 
ture or  of  matrimony,  has  somewhat  lost 
its  importance  since  the  vast  Catskill  re- 
gion has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
world.  A  generation  ago  it  was  the  cen- 
tre of  attraction,  and  it  was  understood 
that  going  to  the  Catskills  was  going 
there.  Generations  of  searchers  after  im- 
mortality have  chiselled  their  names  in 
the  rock  platform,  and  the  one  Avho  sits 
there  now  falls  to  musing  on  the  vanity 
of  human  nature  and  the  transitoriness 
of  fashion.  Now  New  York  has  found 
that  it  has  very  convenient  to  it  a  great 
mountain  i)leasure-ground;  railways  and 
excellent  roads  have  pierced  it,  the  varied 
beauties  of  rocks,  ravines,  and  cliarming 
retreats  are  revealed,  excellent  hotels  ca- 
pable of  entertaining  a  thousand  guests 
are  planted  on  heights  and  slojies  com- 
manding mountain  as  well  as  lowland 
prospects,  great  and  small  boarding- 
houses  cluster  in  the  high  valleys  and  on 
the  hill-sides,  and  cottages  more  thickly 
every  year  dot  the  wild  region.  Year 
by  year  these  accommodations  will  in- 
crease, new  roads  around  the  gorges  will 
open  more  enchanting  views,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  species  of  American 
known  as  the  "summer  boarder"  will 
have  his  highest  development  and  apo- 
theosis in  these  mountains. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  King  was  not  unin- 
terested in  renewing  his  memories  of  the 
old  house.  He  could  recall  without  diffi- 
culty, and  also  without  emotion  now,  a 
scene  on  this  upper  veranda  and  a  moon- 
light night  long  ago,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
he  could  find  her  name  carved  on  a  beech- 
tree  in  the  wood  near  by ;  but  it  was  use- 
less to  look  for  it,  for  her  name  had  been 
changed.  The  place  was,  indeed,  full  of 
memories,  but  all  chastened  and  subdued 
by  the  in-door  atmosphere,  which  impress- 
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eel  him  as  tliat  of  a  faded  Sunday.  He 
was  very  careful  not  to  disturb  the  deco- 
rum by  any  frivolity  of  demeanor,  and  he 
cautioned  the  artist  on  this  point ;  but  Mr. 
Forbes  declared  that  the  dining-room  fare 
kept  his  spirits  at  a  proper  level.  There 
was  an  old-time  satisfaction  in  wandering- 
into  the  parlor,  and  resting  on  the  hair- 
cloth sofa,  and  looking'  at  the  hair-cloth 
chairs,  and  pensively  imagining  a  meet- 
ing there,  with  songs  out  of  the  Moody 


and  Sankey  book ;  and  he  did  not  tire  of 
dropping  into  the  reposeful  reception- 
room,  where  he  never  by  any  chance  met 
any  body,  and  sitting  with  the  melodeon 
and  big  Bible  Society  edition  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  a  chance  copy  of  the 
Christian  at  Play.  These  amusements 
were  varied  by  sj'm pathetic  listening  to 
the  complaints  of  the  proprietor  about  the 
vandalism  of  visitors  who  wrote  with  dia- 
monds on  the  window-panes,  so  that  the 


8SS 


HARPERS  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


glass  had  to  be  reDewed.  or  scmtched 
their  names  on  the  pillai*s  of  the  piazza, 
so  that  tlie  whole  fi-ont  liad  to  be  repaint- 
ed, or  bi-oke  otf  the  azalea  blossoms,  or  in 
other  ways  desecrated  the  pi*emises.  In 
order  to  fit  himself  for  a  sojourn  hei»e, 
Mr.  King  tried  to  commit  to  memory  a 
placard  that  was  neatly  framed  and  hung 
on  the  vei'anda.  wherein  it  was  stated  that 
the  owner  cheerfully  submits  to  all  neces- 
sary use  of  the  premises,  "but  will  not 
permit  any  unnecessary  use,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  a  depi-aved  taste  or  vandalism." 
There  were  not  as  yet  many  guests,  and 
those  who  wei-e  there  seemed  to  have 
conned  this  placai*d  to  their  improvement, 
for  there  was  not  much  exercise  of  any 
sort  of  taste.  Of  coui*se  there  wei-e  two 
or  three  brides,  and  there  was  the  inevi- 
table English  nice  middle -class  tourist 
with  his  wife,  the  latter  ramroddy  and 
uncompromising,  in  big  boots  and  ]x)tan- 
ical,  who.  in  response  to  a  gentleman 
who  was  giving  her  information  about 
travel,  constantly  ejaculated,  in  broad 
English,  *•  Yas.  yas;  ow,  ow,  ow.  really!" 
And  there  was  the  young  bride  from  Kan- 
kazoo,  who  frightened  Mr.  King  back  into 
his  chamber  one  morning  when  he  open- 
ed his  door  and  beheld  the  vision  of  a 
woman  going  toward  the  breakfast-room 
in  what  he  took  to  be  a  robe  de  unit,  but 
whicli  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  "Mo- 
ther Hubbaitls"  which  have  had  a  certain 
celebrity  as  street  dresses  in  some  parts 
of  the  West.  But  these  gayeties  palled 
after  a  time,  and  one  afternoon  our  ti-av- 
ellei*s.  with  their  vandalism  all  subdued, 
walked  a  mile  over  tlie  rocks  to  the  Kaat- 
ei^kill  House,  and  took  up  their  abode 
there  to  watch  the  opening  of  the  season. 
Naturally  they  expected  some  difficulty 
in  ti*ansferring  their  two  trunks  round 
by  the  road,  where  there  had  been  no- 
thing but  a  wilderness  forty  yeai*s  ago; 
but  their  change  of  base  was  facilitated 
by  the  obliging  hotel-keeper  in  the  most 
friendly  manner,  and  when  he  insisted 
on  charging  only  four  dollai*s  for  moving 
the  trunks,  the  two  friends  said  that,  con- 
sidering the  wear  and  tear  of  the  mount- 
ain involved,  they  did  not  see  how  he 
could  afford  to  do  it  for  such  a  sum,  and 
they  went  away,  as  they  said,  well  pleased. 
It  happened  to  be  at  the  Kaaterskill 
House — it  might  have  been  at  the  Grand, 
or  the  Overlook— that  the  young  gentle- 
men in  search  of  information  saw  the 
Catskill  season  get  under  way.    The  phase 


of  American  life  is  much  the  same  at  all 
these  great  cai*avansi\ries.  It  seems  to 
the  writer,  who  has  the  greatest  admi- 
i*ation  for  the  military  genius  that  can 
feed  and  fight  an  army  in  the  field,  that 
not  enough  account  is  made  of  the  greater 
genius  that  can  organize  and  carry  on  a 
great  American  hotel,  with  a  thousand  or 
fifteen  hundred  guests,  in  a  short,  sharp, 
and  decisive  campaign  of  two  months,  at 
the  end  of  whicli  the  substantial  fruits  of 
victory  are  in  the  hands  of  the  landloi*d, 
and  the  guests  are  allowed  to  depart  with 
only  their  personal  baggage  and  side-anns, 
but  so  well  pleased  that  they  are  inclined 
to  renew  the  contest  next  year.  This  is 
a  triumph  of  mind  over  mind.  It  is  not 
merely  the  organization  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  army  under  the  immediate 
command  of  the  landlord,  the  accumula- 
tion and  distribution  of  supplies  upon  this 
mountain-top.  in  the  uncertainty  Avhether 
the  garrison  on  a  given  day  will  be  one 
hundred  or  one  thousand,  not  merely  the 
kxlging,  rationing,  and  amusing  of  this 
shifting  host,  but  the  satisfying  of  as 
many  wliims  and  prejudices  as  there  are 
l>eople  who  leave  home  on  purpose  to 
grumble  and  enjoy  themselves  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  criticism  they  dare  not  in- 
dulge in  their  own  houses.  Our  friends 
had  an  opjX)rtunity  of  seeing  the  machin- 
eiy  set  in  motion  in  one  of  these  great  es- 
tablishments. Here  was  a  vast  balloon 
structure,  founded  on  a  i*ock,  but  built  in 
the  air,  and  anchored  with  cables,  with 
towei*s  and  a  high-pill ai*ed  vei*anda,  capa- 
ble, with  its  annex,  of  lodging  fifteen  hun- 
ch*ed  people.  The  army  of  waitei*s  and 
chaml^er-maids,  of  bell-boys  and  scullions 
and  portei*s  and  laundry -folk,  was  ar- 
riving: the  stalwai't  scrubl^ei^  were  at 
work,  the  store-rooms  were  filled,  the  big 
kitchen  shone  with  its  burnished  coppers, 
and  an  array  of  white  capped  and  aproned 
cooks  stood  in  line  under  their  chef:  the 
telegraph  operator  was  waiting  at  her 
desk,  the  drug  clerk  was  arranging  his 
bottles,  the  newspaper  stand  was  furnish- 
ed, the  post-office  was  open  for  lettei*s.  It 
needed  but  the  arrival  of  a  guest  to  set  the 
machinery  in  motion.  And  as  soon  as  the 
guest  came,  the  band  would  be  there  to 
launch  him  into  the  maddening  gayety  of 
the  season.  It  would  welcome  his  arrival 
in  triumphant  strains :  ii  would  pursue  him 
at  dinner,  and  drown  his  conversation :  it 
will  fi.ll  his  siesta  with  martial  dreams, 
and  it  would  seize  his  legs  in  the  evening. 
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and  entreat  him  to  caper 
in  the  parlor.  Every 
thing"  was  ready.  And 
this  was  what  happened. 
It  was  the  evening-  of  the 
opening"  day.  The  train 
wagons  mig'lit  be  expect- 
ed any  moment.  The 
electric  lights  were  blaz- 
ing. All  the  clerks  stood 
expectant,  the  porters  were 
by  the  door,  the  trim  uni- 
formed bell-boys  were  all 
in  waiting"  line,  the  regis- 
ter clerk  stood  fingering 
the  leaves  of  the  register 
with  a  gracious  air.  A 
noise  is  heard  outside,  the 
big  door  opens,  there  is  a 
rush  forward,  and  four 
people  flock  in — a  man  in 
a  linen  duster,  a  stout  wo- 
man, a  lad  of  ten,  a  smart- 
ly dressed  young  lady,  and 
a  dog.  Movement,  wel- 
come, ringing  of  bells, 
tramping  of  feet  —  the 
whole  machinery  has 
started.  It  was  adjusted 
to  crack  an  egg-shell  or 
smash  an  iron  -  bound 
trunk.  The  few  drops 
presaged  a  shower.  The 
next  day  there  were  a 
hundred  on  the  register; 
the  day  after,  two  hun- 
dred; and  the  day  follow- 
ing, an  excursion. 

With  increasing  arriv- 
als opportunity  was  offer- 
ed for  the  study  of  charac- 
ter. Away  from  his  occupation,  away 
from  the  cares  of  the  household  and  the 
demands  of  society,  what  is  the  self-sus- 
taining capacity  of  the  ordinary  American 
man  and  woman  ?  It  was  interesting  to 
note  the  enthusiasm  of  the  first  arrival,  the 
delight  in  the  view — Round  Top,  the  deep 
gorges,  the  charming  vista  of  the  low- 
lands, a  world  and  wilderness  of  beauty; 
the  inspiration  of  the  air,  the  alertness  to 
explore  in  all  directions,  to  see  the  lake, 
the  falls,  the  mountain  paths.  But  is  a 
mountain  sooner  found  out  than  a  valley, 
or  is  there  a  want  of  internal  resources, 
away  from  business,  that  the  men  present- 
ly become  rather  listless,  take  perfunctory 
walks  for  exercise,  and  are  so  eager  for 
meal-time  and  mail-time  ?     Why  do  they 


THE   BRIDE  FROM   KANKAZOO. 


depend  so  much  upon  the  newspapers, 
when  they  all  despise  the  newspapers  ? 
Mr.  King  used  to  listen  of  an  evening  to 
the  commonplace  talk  about  the  fire,  all 
of  which  was  a  dilution  of  what  they  had 
just  got  out  of  the  newspapers,  but  what 
a  lively  assent  there  was  to  a  glib  talker 
who  wound  up  his  remarks  with  a  de- 
nunciation of  the  newspapers !  The  man 
was  no  doubt  quite  right,  but  did  he  re- 
flect on  the  public  loss  of  his  valuable 
conversation  the  next  night  if  his  news- 
paper should  chance  to  fail  ?  And  the 
women,  after  their  first  feeling  of  relief, 
did  they  fall  presently  into  petty  gossip, 
complaints  about  the  table,  criticisms  of 
each  other's  dress,  small  discontents  with 
nearly  every  thing  ?     Not  all  of  them. 
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An  excursion  is  always  resented  by  the 
reg-ular  occupants  of  a  summer  resort, 
wlio  look  down  upon  the  excursionists. 
while  they  condescend  to  be  amused  by 
tiiem.  It  is  perhaps  only  tlie  common  at- 
titude of  the  wholesale  to  the  retail  deal- 
er, althougfh  it  is  undeniable  that  a  person 
seems  temporarily  to  change  his  nature 
when  he  becomes  part  of  an  excursion; 
whether  it  is  from  the  elation  at  the  pur- 
chase of  a  day  of  ga\'ety  below  the  mar- 
ket price,  or  the  escape  from  personal  re- 
sponsibility under  a  conductor,  or  the  love 
of  being-  conspicuous  as  a  part  of  a  sort 
of  org-anization,  the  excursionist  is  not  on 
his  ordinary  behavior. 

An  excursion  numbering  several  hun- 
dreds, gathered  along  the  river  towns  by 
the  benevolent  enterprise  of  railway  offi- 
cials, came  up  to  the  mountain  one  day. 
The  officials  seemed  to  have  run  a  drag- 
net through  factories,  workshops,  Sun- 
day-schools, and  churches,  and  scooped 
in  the  weary  workers  at  homes  and  in 
shops  unaccustomed  to  a  holiday.  Our 
friends  formed  a  part  of  a  group  on  the 
hotel  piazza  who  watched  the  straggling 
arrival  of  this  band  of  pleasure.  For  by 
tliis  time  our  two  friends  had  found  a  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances,  with  the  facility  of 
watering-place  life,  which  in  its  way  rep- 
resented certain  phases  of  American  life 
as  well  as  the  excursion.  A  great  many 
writers  have  sought  to  classify  and  label 
and  put  into  a  paragraph  a  description  of 
the  American  girl.  She  is  not  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  any  such  easy  process.  Un- 
doubtedly she  has  some  common  marks 
of  nationality  that  distinguish  her  from 
the  English  girl,  but  in  variety  she  is  prac- 
tically infinite,  and  likely  to  assume  al- 
most any  form,  and  the  characteristics  of 
a  dozen  nationalities.  No  one  type  rep- 
resents her.  What,  indeed,  would  one 
say  of  this  little  group  on  the  hotel  piazza, 
making  its  comments  upon  the  excursion- 
ists ?  Here  is  a  young  lady  of,  say,  twen- 
ty-three years,  inclining  already  to  stout- 
ness, domestic,  placid,  with  matron  writ- 
ten on  every  line  of  her  unselfish  face, 
capable  of  being,  if  necessity  were,  a  no- 
table house-keeper,  learned  in  preserves 
and  jellies  and  cordials,  sure  to  have  her 
closets  in  order,  and  a  place  for  every 
remnant,  piece  of  twine,  and  all  odds  and 
ends.  Not  a  person  to  read  Browning  with, 
but  to  call  on  if  one  needed  a  nurse,  or  a 
good  dinner, or  a  charitable  deed.  Beside 
her,  in  an   invalid's  chair,  a  young  girl. 


scarceh'  eighteen,  of  quite  another  sort, 
pale,  slight,  delicate,  with  a  lovely  face 
and  large  sentimental  eyes,  all  nerves, 
the  product,  perhaps,  of  a  fashionable 
school,  who  in  one  season  in  New  York, 
her  first,  had  utterly  broken  down  into 
what  is  called  nervous  prostration.  In 
striking  contrast  was  Miss  Nettie  Sumner, 
perhaps  twenty-one,  who  corresponded 
more  nearly  to  what  the  internationalists 
call  the  American  type;  had  evidently 
taken  school  education  as  a  duck  takes 
water,  and  danced  along  in  society  into 
apparent  robustness  of  person  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  A  handsome  girl, 
she  would  be  a  comely  woman,  good-na- 
tured, quick  at  repartee,  confining  her 
knowledge  of  books  to  popular  novels,  too 
natural  and  frank  to  be  a  flirt,  an  adept 
in  all  the  nice  slang  current  in  fashion- 
able life,  caught  up  from  collegians  and 
brokers,  accustomed  to  meet  men  in  pub- 
lic life,  in  hotels,  a  very  "jolly''  compan- 
ion, with  a  fund  of  good  sense  that  made 
her  entirely  ca])able  of  managing  her  own 
affairs.  Mr.  King  was  at  the  moment  con- 
versing with  still  another  young  lady, 
who  had  more  years  than  the  last-named, 
short  compact  figure,  round  girlish  face, 
good  strong  dark  eyes,  modest  in  bearing, 
self-possessed  in  manner,  sensible,  who 
made  ready  and  incisive  comments,  and 
seemed  to  have  thought  deeply  on  a  large 
range  of  topics,  but  had  a  sort  of  down- 
right practicality  and  cool  independence, 
with  all  her  femininity  of  bearing,  that 
rather  puzzled  her  interlocutor.  It  oc- 
curred to  Mr.  King  to  guess  that  Miss  Se- 
lina  Morton  might  be  from  Boston,  which 
she  was  not,  but  it  was  with  a  sort  of 
shock  of  surprise  that  he  learned  later 
that  this  young  gu'l,  moving  about  in  soci- 
ety in  the  innocent  panoply  of  girlhood, 
was  a  young  doctor,  who  had  no  doubt 
looked  through  and  through  him  with  her 
keen  eyes,  studied  him  in  the  light  of  he- 
redity, constitutional  tendencies,  habits, 
and  environment,  as  a  possible  patient.  It 
almost  made  him  ill  to  think  of  it.  Here 
were  types  enough  for  one  morning ;  but 
there  was  still  another. 

The  artist  had  seated  himself  on  a  rock 
a  little  distance  from  the  house,  and  was 
trying  to  catch  some  of  the  figures  as  they 
appeared  up  the  path,  and  a  young  girl 
was  looking  over  his  shoulder  with  an 
amused  face,  just  as  he  was  getting  an 
elderly  man  in  a  long  flowing  duster, 
straggling  gray  hair,  hat  on  the  back  of 
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his  head,  large  iron-rimmed  spectacles, 
with  a  hsiggy  umbrella,  who  stopped 
breathless  at  the  summit,  with  a  wild  glare 
of  astonishment  at  the  view.  This  young 
girl,  whom  the  careless  observer  might 
pass  without  a  second  glance,  was  discov- 


eyes,  waved  back  from  her  forehead,  del- 
icate, sensitive  features— indeed,  her  face, 
especially  in  conversation  with  any  one, 
almost  always  had  a  wistful,  appealing 
look;  in  figure  short  and  very  slight, 
lithe  and  graceful,  full  of  unconscious 
artistic  poses,  fearless  and  sure- 
footed as  a  gazelle  in  climbing 
about  the  rocks,  leaping  from 
stone  to  stone,  and  even 
making  her  way  up  a  tree 
that  had  convenient 
branches,  if  the  whim 
took  her,  using  her 
hands  and  arms 
like  a  gymnast, 
and  perform- 
ing- whatev- 


EXCURSIONISTS. 


ered  on  better  acquaintance  to  express  in 
her  face  and  the  lines  of  her  figure  some 
subtle  intellectual  quality  not  easily  inter- 
preted. Marion  Lamont,  let  us  say  at 
once,  was  of  Southern  origin,  born  in  Lon- 
don during  the  temporary  residence  of  her 
parents  there,  and  while  very  young  de- 
prived by  death  of  her  natural  protectors. 
She  had  a  small  low  voice,  fine  hair  of  a 
light  color,  which   contrasted  with  dark 


er  feat  of  daring  or  dexterity  as  if  the  ex- 
quisitely moulded  form  was  all  instinct 
with  her  indomitable  will,  and  obeyed  it, 
and  always  with  an  air  of  refinement  and 
spirited  breeding.  A  child  of  n'ature  in 
seeming,  but  yet  a  woman  who  was  not  to 
be  fathomed  by  a  chance  acquaintance. 
The  old  man  with  the  spectacles  was 
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presently  overtaken  by  a  stout,  elderly  wo- 
man, who  landed  in  the  exhausted  condi- 
tion of  a  porpoise  that  has  come  ashore, 
and  stood  regardless  of  every  thing  but  her 
own  weight,  while  member  after  member 
of  the  party  straggled  up.  No  sooner  did 
this  group  espy  the  artist  than  they  moved 
in  his  direction.  *" There's  a  paiuter." 
'  *  I  wonder  what  hes  painting. "  *  ' "  Maybe 
he'll  paint  us.**  "Let's  see  what  he's  do- 
ing.** *•  I  should  like  to  see  a  man  paint.** 
And  the  crowd  flowed  on.  getting  in  front 
of  the  sketcher.  and  creeping'  round  be- 
hind him  for  a  peep  over  his  shoulder. 
The  artist  closed  his  sketch-book  and  re- 
treated, and  the  stout  woman,  balked  of 
that  prey,  turned  round  a  moment  to  the 
view,  exclaimed.  * '  Ain't  that  elegant  !**  and 
then  waddled  off  to  the  hotel. 

**I  wonder."  Mr.  King  was  saying.  *'if 
these  excursionists  are  representative  of 
general  American  life  r* 

**If  they  are.**  said  the  artist.  *•  there's 
little  here  for  my  purpose.  A  good  many 
of  them  seem  to  be  foreigners,  or  of  for- 
eign origin.  Just  as  soon  as  these  people 
get  naturalized,  they  lose  the  picturesque- 
ness  they  had  abroad." 

"Did  it  never  occur  to  your  Highness 
that  they  may  prefer  to  be  comfortable 
rather  than  picturesque,  and  that  they 
may  be  ignorant  that  they  were  bom  for 
artistic  purposes r*  It  was  the  low  voice 
of  Miss  Lamont.  and  that  demure  person 
looked  up  as  if  she  really  wanted  informa- 
tion. 

••  I  doubt  about  the  comfort,"  the  artist 
began  to  reply. 

"And  so  do  I."  said  Miss  Sumner. 
"What  on  earth  do  you  suppose  made 
those  girls  come  up  here  in  white  dresses, 
blowing  about  in  the  wind,  and  already 
drabbled  ?  Did  you  ever  see  such  a  lot  of 
cheap  millinery  (  I  haven't  seen  a  woman 
yet  with  the  least  bit  of  style." 

"Poor  things,  they  look  as  if  they'd 
never  had  a  holiday  before  in  their  lives, 
and  didn't  exactly  know  what  to  do  with 
it."  apologized  Miss  Lamont. 

"Don't  you  believe  it.  They've  been 
to  more  church  and  Sunday-school  pic- 
nics than  you  ever  attended.  Look  over 
there ! ' 

It  was  a  group  seated  about  their  lunch 
baskets.  A  young  gentleman,  the  come- 
dian of  the  party,  the  life  of  the  church 
sociable,  had  put  on  the  hat  of  one  of  the 
girls,  and  was  making  himself  so  irresisti- 
bly funny  in  it  that  all  the  girls  tittered. 


and  their  mothers  looked  a  little  shame- 
faced and  pleased. 

"Well.**  said  Mr.  King,  "that's  the 
only  festive  sign  Ive  seen.  It*s  more 
like  a  funeral  procession  than  a  pleasure 
excursion.  What  impresses  me  is  the  ex- 
treme gravity  of  these  people — no  fun.  no 
hilarity,  no  letting  themselves  loose  for  a 
good  lime,  as  they  say.  Probably  they 
like  it.  but  they  seem  to  have  no  capacity 
for  enjoying  themselves ;  they  have  no 
vivacity,  no  gayety — what  a  contrast  to 
a  party  in  France  or  Germany  off  for  a 
day's  pleasure ! — no  devices,  no  resources.*' 

"Yes.  its  all  sad.  respectable,  con- 
foundedly uninteresting.  What  does  the 
doctor  say  f  *  asked  the  artist. 

"I  know  what  the  doctor  will  say."  put 
in  Miss  Sumner,  "but  I  tell  you  that 
what  this  crowd  needs  is  missionary  dress- 
makers and  tailors.  If  I  were  dressed 
that  way.  I  should  feel  and  act  just  as  they 
do.     Well.  Selina  r " 

"It's  pretty  melancholy.  The  trouble 
is  constant  grinding  work  and  bad  food. 
I've  been  studying  these  people.  The  wo- 
men are  all—" 

"Ugly.**  suggested  the  artist. 

"Well,  ill-favored,  scrimped;  that 
means  ill-nurtured  simply.  Out  of  the 
three  hundred  there  are  not  half  a  dozen 
well-conditioned,  filled  out  physically  in 
comfortable  proportions.  Most  of  the 
women  look  as  if  they  had  been  dragged 
out  with  in-door  wor'k  and  little  intel- 
lectual life,  but  the  real  cause  of  physical 
degeneration  is  bad  cooking.  If  they  lived 
more  out-of-doors,  as  women  do  in  Italy, 
the  food  might  not  make  so  much  differ- 
ence, but  in  our  climate  it  is  the  prime 
thing.  This  poor  physical  state  accounts 
for  the  want  of  gayety  and  the  lack  of 
beauty.  The  men.  on  the  whole,  are  bet- 
ter than  the  women,  that  is.  the  young 
men.  I  don't  know  as  these  people  are 
overworked,  as  the  world  g^^es.  I  dare  say. 
Nettie,  there's  not  a  girl  in  this  crowd 
who  could  dance  with  you  through  a  sea- 
son. They  need  to  be  better  fed.  and  to 
have  more  elevating  recreations — some- 
thing to  educate  their  taste." 

"I've  been  educating  the  taste  of  one 
excursionist  this  morning,  a  good -faced 
workman,  who  was  prying  about  every- 
where with  a  curious  air.  and  said  he 
never'd  been  on  an  excursion  before.  He 
came  up  to  me  in  the  office,  deferentially 
asked  me  if  I  would  go  into  the  parlor 
with  hiDi.  and  pointing  to  something  hang- 
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ing-  on  the  wall,  asked,  '  What  is  that  ?'  the    pictures    in    a    confused    state    of 

'That, 'I  said, 'is  a  view  from  Sunset  Rock,  mind,  and  with  a  guilty  look  of  enjoy- 

and   a   very  good   one.'      'Yes,'  he  con-  ment.      It  seems  incredible  that  a  per.son 

tinued,  walking  close  up  to  it,  '  but  what  should   attain   his  age  with  such  fresh- 


"the  artist's  favorite  occupation. 


is  it?'  'Why,  it's  a  painting.'  'Oh,  it 
isn't  the  place  ?'  '  No,  no ;  it's  a  painting 
in  oil,  done  with  a.  brush  on  a  piece  of 
canvas — don't  you  see  ? — made  to  look  like 
the  view  over  there  from  the  rock,  colors 
and  all.'  'Yes,  I  thought,  perhaps — you 
can  see  a  good  ways  in  it.  It's  pooty.' 
'There's  another  one,'  I  said — 'falls,  wa- 
ter coming  down,  and  trees.'  'Well,  I 
declare,  so  it  is  I  And  that's  jest  a  make- 
believe  ?  I  s'pose  I  can  go  round  and 
look?'  'Certainly.'  And  the  old  fellow 
tiptoed  round  the  parlor,  peering  at  all 


ness  of  mind.  But  I  think  he  is  the  only 
one  of  the  party  who  even  looked  at  the 
paintings." 

' '  I  think  it's  just  pathetic, "  said  Miss 
Lamont.      ' '  Don't  you,  Mr.  Forhes  ?" 

"No;  I  think  it's  encouraging.  It's  a 
sign  of  an  art  appreciation  in  this  coun- 
try. That  man  will  know  a  painting  next 
time  he  sees  one,  and  then  he  won't  rest 
till  he  has  bought  a  chromo,  and  so  he 
will  go  on." 

"And  if  he  lives  long  enough,  he  will 
buy  one  of  Mr.  Forbes's  paintings." 
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•'  THERE    WAS    ALL    DAY    LON(i    A    COMPETITION    OF   DIDES    AND    ELDERLY    WIDOWERS    AND    BACHELORS 
TO    WAIT    ON    HER." — [sEE    PAGE    80 7. J 


"But  not  the  one  tliat  Miss  Lanioiit  is 
goinj^  to  sit  for." 

When  Mr.  King  met  tlie  party  at  tlie 
dinner- table,  the  phices  of  Miss  Laniont 
and  Mr.  Forbes  were  still  vacant.  The 
otlier  ladies  looked  sio-nificantly  at  them, 
and  one  of  them  said,  "Don't  you  think 
there's  something-  in  it?  don't  you  think 
they  are  interested  in  each  other?''  Mr. 
King  put  down  his  soup  spoon,  too  much 
amazed  to  reply.  Do  women  never  think 
of  any  thing  but  mating  people  who  hap- 
pen to  be  thrown  together?  Here  were 
this  young  lady  and  his  friend,  who  liad 
known  each  other  for  three  days,  perhaps, 
in  the  most  casual  way,  and  her  friends 
had  her  already  as  good  as  married  to  him 
and  off  on  a  wedding  journey.  All  that 
Mr.  King  said,  after  apparent  deep  cogita- 
tion, Avas,  "I  sup]30se  if  it  w^ere  here  it 
would  have  to  be  in  a  travelling  dress,"' 
which  the  women  thought  frivolous. 

Yet  it  was  undeniable  that  the  artist 
and  Marion  had  a  common  taste  for  hunt- 
ing out  picturesque  places  in  the  wood 
paths,  among  the  rocks,  and  on  the  edges 
of  precipices,  and  they  dragged  the  rest 
of  the  party  many  a  mile  through  wil- 


dernesses of  beauty.  Sketching  was  the 
object  of  all  these  expeditions,  but  it  al- 
ways happened — there  seemed  a  fatality 
in  it — that  whenever  they  halted  any- 
where for  a  rest  or  a  view,  the  Lamont 
girl  was  sure  to  take  an  artistic  pose, 
which  the  artist  couldn't  resist,  and  his 
whole  occupation  seemed  to  be  drawing 
her,  with  the  Catskills  for  a  background. 
"There, "he  would  say,  "stay  just  as  you 
are ;  yes,  leaning  a  little  so" — (it  was  won- 
derful how  the  lithe  figure  adapted  itself 
to  any  background) — "and  turn  your 
head  this  way,  looking  at  me."  The  art- 
ist began  to  draw,  and  every  time  he  gave 
a  quick  glance  upward  from  his  book, 
there  were  the  wistful  face  and  those 
eyes.  ' '  Confound  it ! — I  beg  your  pardon 
— the  light.  Will  you  please  turn  your 
eyes  a  little  off,  that  way — so."  There  was 
no  reason  why  the  artist  should  be  nerv- 
ous, the  face  was  perfectly  demure;  but 
the  fact  is  that  art  will  have  only  one 
mistress.  So  the  drawing  limped  on  from 
day  to  day,  and  the  excursions  became  a 
matter  of  course.  Sometimes  the  party 
drove,  extending  their  explorations  miles 
among  the  hills,  exhilarated  by  the  spark- 
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ling-  air,  excited  by  the  succession  of  love- 
ly chang'ing  prospects,  bestowing-  their 
compassion  ujoon  the  summer  boarders  in 
the  smartly  painted  boarding--houses,  and 
comparing-  the  other  big-  hotels  with  their 
own.  They  couldn't  help  looking'  down 
on  the  summer  boarders,  any  more  than 
cottag-ers  at  other  places  can  help  a  feel- 
ing of  superiority  to  people  in  hotels.     It 


is  a  natural  desire  to  make  an  aristocratic 
line  somewhere.  Of  course  they  saw  the 
Kaaterskill  Falls,  and  bought  twenty-five 
cents'  worth  of  water  to  pour  over  them, 
and  they  came  very  near  seeing  the 
Haines  Falls,  but  were  a  little  too  late. 

"Have  the  falls  been  taken  in  to-day  ?" 
asked  Marion,  seriously. 

"I'm  real  sorry,  miss,"  said  the  propri- 


ON    THE    RED    PATH. 
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etor,  "but  there's  just  been  a  party  here 
and  taken  tlie  water.  But  you  can  go 
down  and  look  if  you  svant  to,  and  it 
won't  cost  you  a  cent." 

They  went  down,  and  saw  where  the 
falls  ought  to  be.  The  artist  said  it  was 
a  sort  of  dry-plate  process,  to  be  developed 
in  the  mind  afterward;  Mr.  King  liken- 
ed it  to  a  dry  smoke  without  lighting  the 


THE    ASCENT   TO    KAATERSKILL    FALLS 


cigar  ;  and  the  doctor  said  it  certainly 
had  the  sanitary  advantage  of  not  being 
damp.  The  party  even  penetrated  the 
Platerskill  Cove,  and  were  well  rewarded 
by  its  exceeding  beauty,  as  is  every  one 
who  goes  there.  There  are  sketches  of 
all  these  lovely  places  in  a  certain  artist's 
book,  all  looking,  however,  very  much 
alike,  and  consisting  princii)allj'  of  a 
graceful  figure  in  a  great  variet}'  of 
'/■        unstudied  attitudes. 

"Isn't  this  a  nervous  sort  of  a 
place  ?"  the  artist  asked  his  friend, 
as  they  sat  in  his  chamber  overlook- 
ing the  world. 

"Perhaps  it  is.      I  have  a  fancy 
that  some  people  are  born  to  enjoy 
le  valle\',  and  some  the  mountains." 
"I  think  it  makes  a  person  nerv- 
ous to  live  on  a  high  place.      This 
feeling  of  constant  elevation 
tires  one;  it  gives  a  fellow  no 
such   sense   of  bodily  repo.se 
as  he  has  in  a  valley.      And 
the  wind,  it's  constantly  nag- 
ging,   rattling    the    windows 
and    banging   the    doors.      I 
can't  escape  the  unrest  of  it." 
The   artist   was   turning   the 
leaves  and  contemplating  the 
poverty   of   his    sketch-book. 
"  The  fact  is,  I  get  better  sub- 
jects on  the  sea-shore." 

"  Probabl}^  the  sea  would 

suit  us  better.     By-the  way, 

did  I  tell  you  that  Miss  La- 

mont's  uncle  came  liast  night 

from   Richmond  ? — Mr, 

De  Long,  uncle  on  the 

mother's  side.  Ithought 

there  was  French  blood 

in  her." 

"What  is  he  like?" 
"Oh,  a  comfortable 
bachelor,  past  middle 
age ;  business  man ; 
Southerner ;  just  a  lit- 
tle touch  of  the '  hyar' 
for  'sar.'  Said  he 
was  going  to  take 
his  niece  to  New- 
port next  week.  Has 
Miss  Lamont  said 
any  thing  about  go- 
ing there  ?" 

"Well,  she  did 
mention  it  the  other 
day." 

The  house  was  fill- 
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"the  danger  increased  as  she  descended." — [see  page  898.] 


ing  up,  and,  King-  thought,  losing  its 
family  aspect.  He  had  taken  quite  a 
liking  for  the  society  of  the  pretty  inva- 
lid girl,  and  was  fond  of  sitting  by  her, 
seeing  the  delicate  color  come  back  to 
her  cheeks,  and  listening  to  her  shrewd 
little  society  comments.  He  thought  she 
took  pleasure  in  having  him  push  her 
wheel-chair  up  and  down  the  piazza — at 
least  she  rewarded  him  by  grateful  looks, 
and  complimented  him  by  asking  his  ad- 
vice about  reading  and  about  being  useful 
to  others.  Like  most  young  girls  whose 
career  of  gayety  is  arrested  as  hers  was, 
she  felt  an  inclination  to  coquet  a  little 
with  the  serious  side  of  life.  All  this 
had  been  pleasant  to  Mr.  King,  but  now 


that  so  many  more  guests  had  come,  he 
found  himself  most  of  the  time  out  of 
business.  The  girl's  chariot  was  always 
surrounded  by  admirers  and  sympathiz- 
ers. All  the  young  men  were  anxious  to 
wheel  her  up  and  down  by  the  hour; 
there  was  always  a  strife  for  this  sweet 
office ;  and  at  night,  when  the  vehicle  had 
been  lifted  up  the  first  flight,  it  was  beau- 
tiful to  see  the  eagerness  of  sacrifice  ex- 
hibited by  these  young  fellows  to  wheel 
her  down  the  long  corridor  to  her  cham- 
ber. After  all,  it  is  a  kindly,  unselfish 
world,  full  of  tenderness  for  women,  and 
especially  for  invalid  women  who  are 
pretty.  There  was  all  day  long  a  compe- 
tition of  dudes  and  elderly  widowers  and 
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baclieloi*s  to  wait  on  her.  One  tliouglit 
she  needed  a  little  more  wheeling:  anoth- 
er volunteei*eil  to  bring"  her  a  glass  of  wa- 
ter: there  was  always  some  one  to  pick  up 
her  fan.  to  i-ecover  her  handkerchief  (why 
is  it  that  the  fans  and  handkerchiefs  of 
ugly  women  seldom  go  astray  r),  to  fetch 
her  shawl — was  tliei-e  any  thing  they 
could  do?  The  charming  little  heiress 
accepted  all  the  attentions  with  most  en- 
gaging sweetness.  Say  what  you  will, 
men  have  good  hearts. 

Yes.  they  were  going  to  New]K)rt.  King 
and  Forbes,  who  had  not  had  a  Fourth  of 
July  for  some  time,  wanted  to  see  what 
it  was  like  at  Newport.  Mr.  De  Long 
would  like  their  company.  But  before 
tliey  went  the  artist  must  make  one  moi*e 
trial  at  a  sketch — must  get  the  local  color. 
It  was  a  large  party  that  went  one  morn- 
ing to  see  it  done  under  the  famous  le<lge 
of  rocks  on  the  Red  Path.  It  is  a  fasci- 
nating spot,  with  its  coolness,  sense  of  se- 
clusion, mosses,  wild  flowers. and  ferns.  In 
a  small  grotto  under  the  frowning  wall  of 
the  pi-ecipice  is  said  to  }ye  a  spring,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  find,  and  lovei*s  need  to  go 
a  gi'eat  many  times  there  in  search  of  it. 
People  not  in  love  can  sometimes  find 
a  damp  place  in  the  sand.  The  question 
was  where  Miss  Lamont  should  pose. 
Should  she  nestle  under  the  gi*eat  ledge, 
or  sit  on  a  projecting  rock  with  her  figure 
against  the  sky  ?  The  artist  could  not 
satisfy  himself,  and  the  girl,  always  ad- 
venturous, kept  shifting  her  position, 
climbing  about  on  the  jutting  ledge,  until 
she  stood  at  last  on  the  top  of  the  precipice, 
which  was  some  thirty  or  forty  feet  high. 
Against  the  top  leaned  a  dead  balsam, 
just  as  some  temj>est  had  cast  it,  its  dead 
branches  bleached  and  scraggy.  Down 
this  impossible  ladder  the  girl  announced 
her  intention  of  coming.  "No,  no," 
shouted  a  chorus  of  voices:  ''go  ix)und: 
it's  unsafe :  the  limbs  will  break :  you  can't 
get  through  them :  youll  break  your  neck.*' 
The  girl  stood  calculating  the  possibility. 
The  more  difficult  the  feat  seomed,  the 
more  she  longed  to  try  it. 

•"For  Heaven's  sake  don't  try  it.  Miss 
Lamont,"  cried  the  artist. 

••  But  I  want  to.  I  think  I  must.  You 
can  sketch  me  in  the  act.  It  will  be 
something  new." 

And  befoi*e  any  one  could  interpose, 
the  resolute  girl  caught  hold  of  the  balsam 
and  swung  off,  A  boy  or  a  squirrel 
would  have  made  nothing   of  the  feat. 


But  for  a  young  lady  in  long  skirls  to 
make  her  way  down  that  balsam,  squii-m- 
ing  about  and  through  the  stubs  and  dead 
limbs,  testing  each  one  ])efoi*e  she  trustetl 
her  weight  to  it.  was  another  atfair.  It 
needled  a  very  cool  head  and  the  skill  of  a 
gymnast.  To  ti*ansfer  her  hold  fi*om  one 
limb  to  another,  and  work  downward, 
keeping  her  skirls  neatly  gathered  alx)ut 
her  feet,  was  an  achievement  that  the  si>ec- 
tatoi*s  could  appreciate:  the  pi*esence  of 
spectator  made  it  much  moi-e  difficult. 
And  the  lookers-on  wei-e  a  good  deal  more 
excited  tlian  the  girl.  The  artist  had  his 
book  i*eady,  and  when  the  lithe  figui-e  was 
half-way  down,  clinging  in  a  iX)sition  at 
once  artistic  and  painful,  he  began. 
"Work  fast,"  said  the  girl.  "It's  hard 
hanging  on."  But  the  pencil  wouldn't 
work.  The  artist  made  a  lot  of  wild 
marks.  He  would  have  given  the  world 
to  sketch  in  that  exquisite  figure,  but  ev- 
ery time  he  cast  his  eye  upwai*d  the  i)eril 
was  so  evident  that  his  hand  shook.  It 
was  no  use.  The  danger  increased  as 
she  descended,  and  with  it  the  excitement 
of  the  S]>ectators.  All  the  young  gentle- 
men declared  they  would  catch  her  if  she 
fell,  and  some  of  them  seemed  to  hope  she 
might  drop  into  their  arms.  Swing  off 
she  certainly  must  when  the  lowest  limb 
was  reached.  But  tliat  was  ten  feet  alx>ve 
the  gi*ound,  and  the  alighting-place  was 
sharp  rocks  and  broken  bowldei*s.  The 
artist  kept  up  a  pretence  of  drawing.  He 
felt  every  movement  of  her  supple  figure 
and  the  strain  upon  the  slender  arms,  but 
this  could  not  be  ti*ansferred  to  the  book.  It 
was  nervous  work.  The  gu*l  was  evident- 
ly getting  weary,  but  not  losing  her  pluck. 
The  young  fellows  were  very  anxious  that 
the  artist  should  keep  at  his  work:  they 
would  catch  her.  There  was  a  pause:  the 
girl  had  come  to  the  last  limb:  she  was 
warily  meditating  a  slide  or  a  leap:  the 
young  men  wei*e  quite  ready  to  sacrifice 
themselves :  but  somehow,  no  one  could 
tell  exactly  how,  the  girl  swung  low. 
held  herself  susi>ended  by  her  hands  for 
an  instant,  and  then  dropped  into  the 
right  place — trust  a  woman  for  that:  and 
the  artist,  his  face  flushed,  set  her  down 
upon  the  nearest  flat  rock.  Chorus  from 
the  party.  "She  is  saved  1" 

"  And  my  sketch  is  gone  up  again." 
"I'm    sorry,   Mr.  Forbes."      The   girl 
looked   full  of  innocent  regret.       "But 
when  I  was  up  there  I  had  to  come  down 
that  ti-ee.     I  couldn't  help  it,  really." 


THE  STORY  OF  FEATHER  HEAD. 

BY  LIEUTEXA^TT  H.  LEMLY,  U.S.A. 


FEATHER  HEAD  has  appeared  before 
in  these  pages.  In  a  former  number 
of  the  Magazine  her  photograph  —  that 
of  a  shy  and  not  uncomely  Indian  girl — 
served  to  illustrate,  in  part,  a  brief  de- 
scriptive sketch  of  life  among^  the  Arrap- 
ahoes.  Lack  of  space — or  was  it  a  mod- 
est disinclination  to  avow  this  youthful 
conquest  ? — caused  me  to  reserve  her  story 
for  a  later  period. 

The  first  time  I  saw  Featlier  Head  was 
after  this  fashion.  I  had  been  directed 
to  conduct  Black  Coal's  band  of  Arrap- 
ahoes  —  in  round  numbers.  1500  bucks, 
squaws,  and  papx)OOses — to  the  north  side 
of  the  Platte  River,  near  old  Fort  Caspar, 
en  route  to  the  Shoshone  Agency  at  Camp 
Brown;  and  had  made  a  late  start  from 
Red  Cloud  Agency,  intending  to  overtake 
my  charges  before  they  had  proceeded  far 
upon  this  first  day's  journey.  As  I  ap- 
proached, the  village  was  strung  out,  in 


picturesque  single  file,  along  either  side 
of  the  White  River,  while  its  head,  under 
the  skilful  guidance  of  Sharp  Xose,  had 
already  debouched  upon  the  plain  and 
taken  the  direction  of  Hat  Creek,  a  well- 
known  stage  station  between  Cheyenne 
and  the  Black  Hills.  Thus  early  in  the 
march  I  met  Feather  Head.  She  was  the 
last  of  the  column,  and  about  200  yards 
from  the  nearest  group.  Poor  child !  her 
hands  were  full.  An  unruly  pack  had 
caused  her  to  dismount  from  her  pony. 
Distributed  like  shafts  upon  either  side  of 
another  of  these  shaggy  little  beasts  were  a 
dozen  tepee  poles,  their  smaller  ends  drag- 
ging elastically  upon  the  ground,  while 
in  alarming  juxtaposition  with  the  ani- 
mal's heels  Ihere  was  bound  a  wicker  bas- 
ket, in  which  profoundly  slumbered,  in 
peaceful  proximity.  Feather  Head's  twin 
baby  brothers  and  a  litter  of  puppies. 
Upon  his  back  were  various  small  bags 
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I    LOOSED    FROM    MY    PERSON    A    GAYLY    STRIPED    NAVAJO    BLANKET." — [SEE    PAGE    908.] 


containing"  flour,  coffee,  sugar,  rice,  bacon, 
etc.,  drawn  from  the  Indian  agent,  and 
several  pieces  of  agency  beef  still  reek- 
ing" in  blood.  Feather  Head  had  already 
righted,  and  was  about  to  give  the  finish- 
ing touches  to  this  motley  pack,  when  I 
appeared,  and  my  Kentucky-bred  troop- 
horse,  which  would  never  entirely  frater- 
nize with  these  pigmy  brothers,  gave  a 
startled  neigh.  A  quick  snort  and  a 
frightened  leap  followed  from  the  pony, 
and  the  pack  lay  scattered  upon  the 
ground,  with  a  ludicrous  intermingling 
of  baby  brothers  and  puppies. 

The  young  girl,  her  black  hair  flying 
in  the  wind,  a  red  blanket  falling  about 
her  shoulders,  but  confined  at  the  waist 
by  a  beaded  belt,  and  her  small  feet  en- 
cased in  dainty  moccasins  fancifully  em- 
broidered in  colored  porcupine  quills, 
formed  a  not  unpleasing  picture;  yet  had 
she  been  the  oldest  and  ugliest  hag  in  the 
village,  I  must  have  dismounted  and  gone 
to  her  assistance.  This,  however,  was  not 
Arrapahoe  etiquette :  the  bucks  ever  main- 


tain a  discreet  distance  between  themselves 
and  the  drudgery  of  the  march.  As  a 
young  campaigner  I  was  not  unfamiliar 
with  "round  turns''  and  "half -hitches," 
and  beneath  our  united  efforts  the  pack 
was  soon  adjusted,  and  the  little  cavalcade 
under  waj'. 

Although  I  saw  her  many  times,  I  had 
but  one  other  interview  with  Feather 
Head.  We  were  in  camp,  a  few  miles 
from  Fort  Fetterman,with  the  post  trader 
of  which  frontier  station  the  Indians  were 
bartering  the  last  of  their  beef  hides  and 
buffalo-robes.  Since  my  encounter  with 
the  girl,  whenever  I  had  passed  her  in  the 
long  and  slowly  marching  column,  she 
had  averted  or  partially  concealed  her  face 
under  her  blanket,  whereat  the  squaws  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  would  set  up  a 
chattering  which  could  only  be  likened 
to  that  of  a  band  of  monkeys  in  a  cacao 
grove.  It  was  evident  that  my  attention 
upon  the  occasion  of  our  first  acquaint- 
ance had  produced  an  impression  upon 
the  susceptible  heart  of  the  Indian  maid- 
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en,  and  that  this  fact  was  suspected  and 
garrulously  enjoyed  by  her  female  com- 
panions. Now,  as  I  approached  the  fort, 
I  caug-ht  up  with  Feather  Head,  who  was 
apparently  journeying-  thither  on  foot,  to- 
gether with  three  or  four  young*  people 
of  her  own  sex ;  and  remote  from  the  old 
squaws  of  the  tribe,  her  former  timidity 
gave  place  to  a  smile  of  recognition,  as, 
half  in  jest,  half  seriously,  I  made  signs 
to  her  to  mount  behind  me.  Greatly  to 
my  surprise,  the  ofiPer  was  accepted.  Pla- 
cing one  foot  upon  my  own,  which  rested 
within  its  hooded  stirrup,  and  grasping 
my  extended  hand,  in  another  instant  she 
was  seated  astride  of  the  croup  of  my 
horse.  A  short  canter  brought  us  to  the 
sutler's  door,  where  she  dismounted,  and 
was  soon  joined  by  her  laughing  compan- 
ions. Pleased  in  turn  at  this  manifesta- 
tion of  confidence,  I  now  begged  her  to 
select  from  among  the  trader's  stock  of 
fancy  articles  a  souvenir  of  our  ride ;  but 
was  a  trifle  disconcerted  when,  in  charm- 
ing ignorance  of  their  use,  she  chose  a  pair 
of  garters.  Feather  Head's  ankles  were 
guiltless  of  hose,  and  so — honi  soit  qui 
nial  y  pense — I  clasped  the  crimson  bands 
around  her  arms,  for  she  wore  sleeves. 

Certainly  my  two  encounters  with  this 
•daughter  of  the  prairies  had  been  inno- 
<3ent  enough,  yet  they  were  primarily  the 
cause  of  my  leaving  my  good  friends  the 
Arrapahoes  in  most  indecorous  haste,  and 
withal  of  barely  escaping  the  charge  of 
polygamy. 

A  week  later,  and  the  village  had  safely 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Platte  Riv- 
er, at  old  Fort  Caspar.  My  work  had  been 
agreeably  and  successfully  accomplished. 
The  last  night  of  my  stay  with  these  dusky 
<iompagnons  de  voyage  had  arrived.  I 
was  not  sorry,  but,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
they  regretted  my  departure  because  at 
sundry  army  stations  along  the  line  of 
march  I  had  been  instrumental  at  least 
in  replenishing  their  impoverished  stock 
of  provisions  with  a  better  grade  of  the 
same  than  is  usually  furnished  by  the 
Interior  Department.  Whenever  I  reach- 
ed a  government  station  I  reported  prog- 
ress by  telegraph  to  the  "Gray  Fox" 
(General  Crook),  at  Omaha,  and  general- 
ly an  issue  of  rations  was  ordered.  When 
their  stomachs  were  full,  their  hearts  were 
glad;  and  so  it  will  be  until  the  end  of 
time — or  rather  of  the  Indian. 

It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the 
•crossing  of  the  Platte  was  effected.     Great 
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blocks  of  ice  floated  down  its  broad  chan- 
nel, and  cut  the  legs  of  the  patient  little 
ponies;  while  occasionally  a  wicker  bas- 
ket, with  its  living  contents,  would  disap- 
pear for  a  moment  beneath  the  dark  sur- 
face of  the  chilling  waters.  The  shrill 
voices  of  the  squaws  could  be  heard  upon 
all  sides — in  the  middle  of  the  stream; 
upon  the  southern  bank,  making  the  ponies 
take  to  the  water;  upon  the  northern,  ur- 
ging them  up  its  steep  incline;  on  the  one 
shore  striking  camp,  and  on  the  other  pitch- 
ing it  anew.  The  bucks  meanwhile  were 
sheltered  behind  the  neighboring  bluffs, 
and  smoking  about  hastily  improvised 
fires.  They  had  not  moved  with  their  usu- 
al good-nature  and  alacrity.  The  morn- 
ing had  opened  with  a  snow-storm,  and 
the  Indian  is  always  averse  to  marching 
in  "falling  weather,"  especially  if  accom- 
panied by  his  family.  Indeed,  it  was  only 
by  reiterated  and  emphatic  commands 
that  I  had  succeeded  in  exacting  from 
them  a  sullen  obedience.  Our  last  camp 
had  been  advantageously  placed  with  re- 
spect to  shelter,  as  Avell  as  wood  and  wa- 
ter— the  great  desiderata  on  the  plains — 
wdiich  they  were  as  reluctant  to  leave  as  I 
was  eager  to  push  on  and  complete  my 
commission.  Black  Coal  and  various 
chiefs  had  severally  represented  these 
facts  to  me,  and  had  openly  manifested 
their  displeasure  when  I  remained  inex- 
orable. Naturally  I  was  depressed  by 
these  incidents,  and  for  the  first  time  dur- 
ing the  journey  I  felt  apprehensive  of 
trouble.  But  the  day  before  we  had  pass- 
ed the  former  site  of  an  overland  stage 
station,  of  which  the  tottering  chimney 
alone  remained  to  tell  the  tragic  tale  of 
the  red  man's  treachery,  while  in  sight  of 
camp  ^he  ruins  of  old  Fort  Caspar  were 
a  fast-crumbling  yet  eloquent  witness  to 
savage  cruelty  and  hatred.  A  few  years 
before,  this  very  band  of  Arrapahoes,  then 
at  profound  peace  with  the  whites,  al- 
though, it  is  true,  temporarily  hunting  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  reservation,  had 
been  surprised  and  attacked  bj^the  troops; 
and  previous  to  my  departure  all  but  a 
dozen  bucks,  who  were  designated  as 
hunters  for  the  party,  had  been  disarmed. 
That  morning  I  had  added  another  to 
their  number  by  lending  my  own  carbine 
and  ammunition  to  a  young  Indian,  who, 
because  of  his  defective  physiognomy,  re- 
joiced in  the  expressive  if  inelegant  title 
of  Broken-nose  John — a  rejected  suitor, 
by-the-way,  of  Feather  Head,  whose  fa- 
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vorite  occupation  was  waUliiiifr  my  every 
inovement  from  a  prone  position  in  the 
lonjr  fci'^'iss-  Witli  a  feeling  of  perfect  se- 
curity and  with  rare  ^-ood-nature  I  had 
acceded  to  liis  unusual  request;  but  now 
tlie  prolonpred  absence  of  botli  buck  and 
carbine  added  to  my  g-eneral  uneasiness. 
The  sun  had  long-  since  set,  and  an  im- 
penetrable darkne.ss  shrouded  the  land. 
On  the  morrow  I  was  to  bef^in  my  lonely 
return. 

While  filled  with  reflections  of  this  na- 
ture, I  was  summoned  to  the  council  tent 
of  the  tribe,  where  I  found  already  as- 
sembled and  seated  upon  the  ;rround 
Black  Coal,  with  his  lieutenant  and  head 
soldier,  Sharp  Nose,  upon  his  left,  followed 
by  Six  Feathers,  White  Hoi*se,  Friday 
(the  interpreter),  and  other  well-known 
men  of  the  tribe.  As  usual  I  was  given 
the  seat  of  honor  upon  his  right.  In  the 
centre  of  this  austere  circle  the  lodge  fire 
burned  fitfully,  now  illuminating,  now 
darkening,  the  swarthy  and  grim  visages 
of  the  sitting  chiefs,  and  alternately  ob- 
literating and  again  casting  their  shadows 
in  weird  and  heroic  proportions  upon  the 
tepee  walls.  These  were  rudely  orna- 
mented with  grotesque  figures  of  war- 
riors, not  unlike  Egyptian  hieroglyphics; 
while  at  regular  intervals  there  dangled 
hideously  a  fringe  of  human  scalp-locks, 
the  color  and  texture  of  which  betrayed 
an  occasional  pale-face.  Overhead  the 
wind  whistled  dolefully  through  the  pro- 
jecting poles,  and  flapped  with  startling 
distinctness  the  canvas- winged  smoke 
exit. 

An  unusual  and  oppressive  gravity 
seemed  to  pervade  the  entire  assemblage, 
and  in  my  preoccu})ied  state  of  mind 
readily  communicated  itself  to  and  fully 
possessed  me.  After  a  few  moments  of 
profound  silence.  Black  Coal  arose,  and 
folding  his  blanket  about  him  like  the 
toga  of  a  Roman  senator,  and  with  grace- 
ful gesticulation,  spoke  long  and  earnest- 
ly. Sharp  Nose  followed,  then  Six  Fea- 
thers, and  finally  White  Horse— nn^  four 
stanchest  friends  in  the  band.  Although 
I  felt  I  was  the  subject  of  discussion,  I 
understood  not  a  word,  everything  being 
said  in  Arrapahoe,  unaccompanied  by  the 
sign  language,  with  which  I  was  familiar. 

At  last  Black  Coal  filled  and  lighted 
the  tribal  calumet,  and  after  a  few  pro- 
longed inhalations  and  several  mysteri- 
ous or  cabalistic  signs,  contrary  to  his 
custom,   passed    it    around    by    the    left. 


Was  this  accidental,  or  did  it  forebode 
harm  to  me  ?  Again  he  arose,  and  this 
tinje  selecting  a  slender  twig  from  the 
burning  wood,  he  broke  it  in  two  pieces, 
and  retaining  one,  laid  the  other  at  the 
feet  of  an  old  chief,  who,  by  virtue  of  his 
age,  usually  presided  at  their  elections. 
Sharp  Nose,  Six  Feathers,  and  White 
Hor.se,  as  soon  as  they  had  smoked  and 
pa.ssed  the  great  pipe,  successively  follow- 
ed the  example  of  their  leader.  What 
did  this  mean  ?  A  broken  twig,  I  knew, 
was  sometimes  a  vote.  It  also  signified 
a  gift  or  sale,  since  it  enabled  the  possess- 
or of  either  piece  to  identify  the  corre- 
sponding part,  and  hence  to  safely  honor 
the  demand  of  the  bearer  thereof.  Had 
I  otFended  my  wliilom  fi-iends,  and  if  a 
vote,  the  unanimity  of  which  I  could  not 
doubt,  after  the  common  action  of  their 
four  principal  men,  might  it  refer  to  my 
death. and  possibly  to  my  torture?  Would 
the  calumet  ever  reach  me,  or  having  re- 
vei'sed  the  usual  order  of  its  smoking, 
would  I  be  pa.ssed  over,  war  thus  declared, 
and  I  selected  as  its  first  victim  ?  The 
events  of  the  day,  my  strange  surround- 
ings, and  the  morrow's  dreary  prospect 
had  combined  to  make  me  unusually  im- 
pressionable. 

At  last,  however,  the  red  clay  reached 
and  was  passed  to  me.  With  a  single 
but  grateful  inhalation  of  the  kilikinic,  I 
returned  it  to  Black  Coal,  and  thus  com- 
pleted the  charmed  circle.  Then  Friday^ 
the  interpreter,  arose  and  explained. 

"You  bin  good,"  he  said,  ''to  Arrapa- 
hoe. He  like  you.  He  want  you  stay 
with  him.  He  make  you  good  Injun — 
big  chief;  and  you  write  Gray  Fox  for 
heap  bacon,  heap  coffee,  heap  sugar.  But 
you  no  got  squaw  and  tepee  :  all  cold 
Avhen  no  squaw  make  fire.  You  like 
Feather  Head  and  Feather  Head  like  you. 
But  Feather  Head  chief's  daughter — cost 
four  ponies.  You  no  got  'em.  Y^o'  horse 
too  big— no  good.  He  eat  corn,  but  corn 
make  bread  for  Injun,  He  eat  grass- 
when  find  'um,  but  no  eat  cotton  wood 
bark  like  pony.  So  Black  Coal  he  gin 
you  one  pony,  Sharp  Nose  he  gin  you 
one,  Six  Feathers  gin  you  one,  and  White 
Horse  gin  you  one.  Heap  ponies!  Now 
you  got  squaw.     Feather  Head  yo'  wife." 

I  saw  it  all.  The  hearts  of  my  friends- 
had  warmed  toward  me  as  they  smoked, 
and  the  pipe  had  been  started  in  their  di- 
rection much  as  the  hat  is  first  passed 
among   the   most   generous   givers    at   a. 
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church  meeting".  The  broken  twigs  rep- 
resented four  ponies;  the  old  chief  was 
Feather  Head's  father;  the  girl  had  been 
bought  and  paid  for;  no  ceremony  was 
necessary.  I  had  been  married  to  Feather 
Head  ! 

"But,"  I  demurred,  "Friday,  tell  them 
that  I  have  already  one  wife — a  pale-face, 
off  at  the  fort."  There  was  a  show  of 
hands  around  the  circle;  Black  Coal  held 
up  three  fingers  (the  fourth  had  been  shot 
off  in  battle)  to  show  that  he  had  three 
wives,  and  a  plurality  of  digits  was  every- 
where the  rule  by  a  handsome  majority. 
"Explain  to  them,"  I  said,  "that  the 
white  man's  custom  is  different;  that  he 
is  content  with  a  single  wife."  A  mur- 
mur of  dissent  coupled  with  irony  follow- 
ed. They  had  known  whites  at  the  agen- 
cy who  were  not  averse  to  adopting  the 
Indian  custom  in  this  respect.  All  my 
arg-uments  and  protestations  were  un- 
availing-. Friday  suggested  a  compro- 
mise to  the  effect  that  I  should  stay  with 
them  for  a  season — at  least  during  the 
buffalo  hunt  which  was  about  to  ensue, 
these  animals  having  been  reported  abun- 
dant on  the  Powder  River;  after  which, 
he  added,  if  I  wished,  Indian  fashion  I 
might  throw  away  my  Indian  wife,  hav- 
ing* paid  the  price  demanded  for  her,  and 
return  to  the  settlements.  But  my  desire 
to  be  off  was  whetted  by  an  approaching 
family  event — no  less  an  occasion,  in- 
deed, than  the  anniversary  of  my  first 
marriage ! 

Advancing  toward  my  newly  made  fa- 
ther-in-law, I  loosed  from  my  person  a 
gayly  striped  Navajo  blanket,  of  so  fine  a 
texture  that  it  would  hold  water.  In  my 
best  sign  language,  assisted  by  Friday's 
guttural  Arrapahoe,  I  begged  him  to  con- 
vey this  token  to  Feather  Head,  with  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  considera- 
tion, and  an  implied  promise,  at  least,  that 
I  would  soon  follow  in  person. 

My  ruse  succeeded  admirably,  and  ap- 
peased by  the  promise  of  an  early  mar- 
riage feast,  provided  a  sufficient  number  of 
young  and  tender  dogs  could  be  obtained 
in  the  village,  the  council  broke  up.  I  re- 
turned to  find  my  carbine  and  ammunition 
(minus  two  cartridges  and  accompanied 
by  a  brace  of  prairie  chickens)  returned; 
but  shortly  after  midnight,  saddle  and 
bridle  in  hand,  I  sallied  forth  to  look  for 


my  charger.  The  Indians  slit  the  ears  of 
their  fleetest  ponies  so  that  they  may  be 
readily  distinguished  in  the  dark,  but  I 
needed  no  such  sign  to  recognize  the  ani- 
mal I  was  in  search  of.  His  size  betrayed 
him.  In  a  few  moments  he  was  bridled 
and  saddled ;  and  mounting,  I  rode  south- 
ward, crossed  the  Platte  River,  and  effect- 
ed my  escape. 

A  year  later  I  was  in  camp  upon  the 
Little  Missouri  River.  One  day,  when 
engaged  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  draw 
from  its  sluggish  and  muddy  current  a 
few  fish  with  which  to  vary  the  monoto- 
nous routine  of  bacon,  beans,  hard-tack, 
and  black  coffee  that  comprehended  our 
staple  articles  of  diet,  I  was  surprised  by 
the  sudden  appearance  of  a  solitary  Indi- 
an. My  horse  was  picketed  out  of  sight 
in  the  low  underbrush  which  lined  either 
side  of  the  stream,  and  I  immediately  cov- 
ered the  intruder  with  my  Springfield  car- 
bine, the  barrel  of  which  protruded  from 
the  low  fork  of  a  cotton  wood-tree,  which 
thus  served  the  triple  purpose  of  rest,  con- 
cealment, and  protection.  As  the  Indian 
approached,  my  eye  became  riveted  upon 
the  blanket  which  partially  covered  his 
person  and  fell  upon  his  pony's  flanks. 
There  could  be  no  mistake — no  two  Nava- 
jo blankets  were  ever  identical,  and  this 
was  beyond  doubt  the  same  I  had  sent 
Feather  Head  the  night  of  my  departure. 
A  still  nearer  approach  revealed  the  coun- 
tenance of  its  present  possessor,  and  when 
I  saw  it  was  Broken-nose  John,  I  returned 
the  hammer  of  my  carbine  to  its  safety- 
notch  and  stepped  from  behind  the  tree. 
Instantly  the  Indian  touched  his  left  breast 
to  signify  that  he  was  a  "good  heart,"  or 
an  Arr^^pahoe,  and  then — well,  the  recog- 
nition was  mutual,  if  not  simultaneous. 
A  few  signs  served  to  explain  matters. 
He  was  the  pioneer  of  a  dozen  young  men 
of  his  band  who  had  been  sent  l3y  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  to  act 
as  guides  and  scouts  to  our  expedition. 
As  to  the  blanket — after  I  had  left  so  un- 
ceremoniously, he  had  successfully  urged 
his  suit  with  the  discarded  Feather  Head, 
and  had  been  accepted  at  the  now  reduced 
rate  of  a  single  pony;  the  blanket  had 
comprised  his  wife's  wedding  trousseau, 
and  later  had  been  appropriated  by  Broken- 
nose  John. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

HAPPY  is  the  nation  which  has  no 
history."  and  happy  is  the  family 
without  any  startling  incidents  to  break 
the  smooth  current  of  its  uneventful 
years. 

Such,  for  a  long  time,  was  the  lot  of 
the  little  family  at  the  rectory — really  a 
family  now — father,  mother,  and  child. 
And  the  child  brought  hope  with  it — hope 
and  interest  and  joy  in  life.  Sometimes 
Susannah,  looking  back  upon  old  days, 
es]>ecially  the  dark  days  after  her  little 
baby  died,  wondered  how  she  could  have 
borne  them. 

She  had  an  easier  life  now  in  many 
ways  than  she  had  ever  known.  Of 
money — alas  I  how  the  lack  of  it,  or  the 
wrong  use  of  it.  strikes  at  the  very  root 
of  family  peace! — of  money  there  was 
enough,  though  nothing  to  spare,  for  with 
a  larger  income  came  heavier  claims,  as 
must  always  be  the  case  with  a  clei*gy- 
man.  Still,  the  sharp  struggle  of  poverty 
was  over  forever  with  Austin  and  Susan- 
nah: and  they  soon  grew  to  love  dearly 
the  pretty  rectory,  and  simple  country 
parish,  which  had  been  to  them  a  refuge, 
though  late,  from  the  storms  of  life,  and 
where  they  were  content  to  lie  at  anchor 
for  the  rest  of  their  days. 

Of  coui'^e.  no  human  lives  can  be  quite 
free  from  cares,  and  they  had  theirs :  but 
in  most  lives,  if  we  investigate  them,  far 
fewer  troubles  come  from  without  than 
from  within :  and  the  Trevenas  had  known 
enough  of  real  sorrows  never  to  invent 
for  themselves  imaginary  or  unnecessary 
ones.  They  were  glad  of  happiness,  and 
made  the  most  of  it  whenever  it  came. 

For  days,  weeks,  months.  Austin  expect- 
ed his  brothers  I'eappearance  with  a  nerv- 
ous anxiety — a  mingled  hope  and  fear, 
that  was  trying  enough  to  his  wife.  But 
Hal  never  did  reappear,  or  make  any  sign 
of  existence.  Austin's  hope  and  Susan- 
nah's fear — a  double  fear  now.  since  that 
truly  "wicked"  look  which  she  had  caught 
directed  against  her  child— gradually  sul> 
sided. 

Also  another  unspoken  dread,  which, 
when  Arthur  grew  up  from  *'the  beauti- 
fulest  babv  that  ever  was  seen,"  whom  all 


the  village  was  proud  of.  into  a  really 
splendid  boy.  began  to  dawn  upon  his 
adopted  mother.  What  if  his  real  mo 
ther  should  by -and -by  crave  after  the 
treasure  she  had  thrown  away,  and  insti- 
tute a  search  for  him  r  Suppose  she.  or 
her  emissaries,  should  find  him.  lie  in  wait 
for  him.  perhaps  steal  him — one  or  two 
stories  of  kidnapped  children  were  in  the 
newspapers  just  then,  of  which  she  read 
every  line  with  a  thrill  of  sympathetic 
anguish. 

And  once,  when  Manette  and  Arthur 
were  missing  for  thi-ee  hours,  having  con- 
trived to  lose  themselves  in  a  primi*ose 
wood,  they  came  back,  hungry  and  hap- 
py, laden  with  primroses,  to  find  Mrs, 
Trevena.  white  as  death,  sitting  on  a 
grave-stone  in  the  church-yard,  having 
walked  miles  and  miles  in  every  direc- 
tion in  search  of  her  child.  She  clasped 
him  to  her  heart  in  .such  a  passion  of  love 
and  tears  that  Mr.  Trevena.  who  came  out 
for  his  evening  stroll  just  in  time  to  see 
the  happy  denouement  of  this  temporary 
tragedy,  was  quite  perplexed. 

**  My  dear,  it  all  comes  from  your  vivid 
imagination.  Don't  sup  sorrow  with  a 
long  spoon.  He  is  a  dear  child.  I  own 
that,"  and  the  rector  patted  kindly  the 
curly  head  which  nestled  on  his  wife's 
shoulder.  "But  I  dont  think  anybody 
is  likely  to  steal  him.  Babies  are  as  plen- 
tiful as  blackberries,  and  you  must  re- 
member. Susannah,  that  everybody  does 
not  consider  him  as  valuable  as  you  do.  " 

She  laughed,  confessing  she  had  l^een 
•'  very  silly."  But  for  weeks  she  scarcely 
let  Arthur  out  of  her  sight:  and  Manette 
had  strict  orders  never  to  go  beyond  the 
garden,  the  village,  and  the  path  leading 
to  the  great  house,  and  on  no  account  to 
answer  any  one  she  met  who  might  ques- 
tion her  about  the  boy. 

This  was  literally  the  only  event  of  the 
first  six  years  of  Arthur's  life — the  six 
happy  infantine  years,  all  pleasantness 
and  play,  with  no  lessons  to  learn,  for  he 
was  not  a  precocious  child,  and  his  mo- 
ther prefen-ed  physical  to  mental  devel- 
opment. His  education  had  begun,  in- 
deed, as  it  can  begin  with  every  child, 
and  should,  even  at  six  months  old:  but  it 
was  the  unconscious  education   imbibed 
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daily  and  hourly  from  everything  around 
him. 

By-and-by  life  became  to  little  Arthur 
a  perpetual  question,  which  he  always 
expected  his  mother  to  answer.  She  did 
answer,  taking"  unwearied  trouble  to  sat- 
isfy the  opening  mind  and  heart,  never 
throwing  the  child  back  upon  himself,  or 
stifling  his  natural  curiosity  about  the 
wonderfuL  world  he  had  come  to.  But 
sometimes  she  found  herself  fairly  puz- 
zled and  obliged  to  own,  frankly  and 
humbly,  "I  don't  know,"  upon  which  he 
once  turned  upon  her  with  the  grave  an- 
swer, "But, mammy,  you  ought  to  know." 
A  rebuke  that  made  her  study  the  ques- 
tion— something  about  a  steam-engine — 
and  tell  him  all  about  it  next  day. 

Dr.  Franklin's  saying,  when  they  were 
discussing  the  future  of  her  baby,  ' '  I  don't 
know  whether  you  will  educate  him,  but 
I  am  quite  certain  he  will  educate  you," 
came  back  upon  her  often  as  an  amusing 
truth.  She  knew  herself  to  be  a  better 
woman,  and  certainly  her  husband  was 
no  worse  man,  nor  a  less  happy  man,  for 
having  that  bit  of  continual  sunshine,  "a 
child  in  the  house." 

"I  wish  Dr. Franklin  could  see  us, "she 
often  thought  and  said.  But  the  worthy 
Kentuckian  seemed  to  have  melted  away 
into  thin  air.  For  two  or  three  years 
they  got  a  letter  from  him,  generally  about 
the  time  of  his  godson's  birthday,  hoping 
the  little  fellow  was  quite  well,  and  doing 
credit  to  his 'adopted  family;  but  the  let- 
ters were  brief  and  formal;  the  doctor 
was  a  practical  man  and  no  great  scribe. 
It  scarcely  surprised  the  Trevenas  when, 
after  a  while,  his  letters  ceased,  and  theirs 
gained  no  answer. 

"Perha]3s  he  is  dead,"  Susannah 
thought,  sadly,  "and  my  boy  has  one 
friend  less  in  the  world." 

Arthur  had  no  lack  of  friends  now,  at 
any  rate.  He  was  a  most  popular  little 
person.  Everybody  "spoiled"  him;  ex- 
cept that  love  never  spoils.  It  is  the  al- 
ternation of  harshness  and  weak  indul- 
gence which  ruins  many  a  poor  helpless 
child,  who  is  made  detestable  to  every- 
body, not  through  its  own  fault,  but  the 
fault  of  its  relations. 

With  "King"  Arthur  it  was  not  so. 
His  mother's  tender  hand  knew  how  to 
hold  the  reins  firmly.  Her  yea  was  yea 
— her  nay,  nay;  and  the  child  soon  found 
it  out.  His  will — and  he  had  a  pretty 
strong  one,  poor  little  man! — was  early 


taught  that  it  must  be  used,  not  to  govern 
others,but  himself.  Consequently,though 
impetuous,  passionate,  and  full  of  boyish 
mischief  and  fun,  he  was  neither  a 
naughty  nor  a  disagreeable  child.  From 
the  "big"  house,  with  its  constantly 
changing  tenants,  down  to  every  cottage 
in  the  parish,  everybody  made  a  pet  of 
"  King"  Arthur. 

So  did  his  "papa,"  when  the  boy  grew 
old  enough  to  be  interesting.  Perhaps 
under  no  circumstances  would  Mr.  Tre- 
vena  have  been  a  model  father;  he  was 
too  self-absorbed, too  much  of  the  student, 
and  it  was  by  a  curious  natural  instinct 
that  Arthur  always  called  him  "papa," 
and  Mrs.  Trevena  "mother."  But  he  was 
very  fond  of  the  little  fellow,  who  always 
amused  and  never  troubled  him,  as  ordi- 
nary papas  are  troubled  by  their  offspring. 
And  his  kindness,  his  invariable  sweet 
temper,  and  even  his  little  oddities,  at- 
tached the  child  to  him  almost  as  much  as 
if  he  had  been  really  his  own.  For  to 
the  young  the  "tie  of  blood"  means  no- 
thing; and  kindness,  tenderness,  the  habit 
of  propinquity,  everything.  A  child  often 
loves  its  nurse  far  better  than  its  mother 
— an  unheeding,  unloving  mother;  and 
many  parents  and  children,  separated  of 
necessity  for  years,  have  felt  bitterly  that 
with  all  their  efforts  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  reunite  the  broken  bond. 

But  Arthur  and  his  adopted  parents 
lived  so  happily  together  that  everybody 
outside  seemed  to  have  forgotten  he  was 
not  their  own;  and  indeed  they  almost 
forgot  it  themselves,  till  something  hap- 
pened which  startled  Susannah  into  un- 
easy previsions.  Long  after  it  was  past, 
she,  like  another  holy  mother,  "pondered 
these  things  in  her  heart,"  and  thanked 
Grod  she  had  had  strength  to  meet  the  dif- 
ficulty ;  to  face  the  first  of  many  inevita- 
ble ills,  and  to  face  it  iii  time. 

Arthur  came  in  to  her  one  day  with  his 
poor  little  nose  bleeding,  and  his  whole 
frame  quivering  with  pa^ssion  and  excite- 
ment. He  had  been  playing  in  the  gar- 
den with  the  gardener's  boy,  not  a  bad 
boy  in  his  way;  and  at  six  years  old  Mrs. 
Trevena  held  class  distinctions  unneces- 
sary ;  but  there  had  evidently  been  some 
fracas  between  the  children. 

"My  boy,  how  could  Bob  let  you  hurt 
yourself?  He  was  the  eldest;  he  ought 
to  have  taken  care  of  you." 

"He  shall  never  take  care  of  me  again. 
I  hate  Bob!     And  I  didn't  hurt  myself. 


906 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


We  were  fighting-.  But  I've  hurt  hiiu 
twice  as  much  as  he  hurt  me." 

And  the  little  fists  were  clinched,  and 
the  chest  heaved  witli  rage.  The  "devil" 
was  roused  in  the  heretofore  ''angel-boy" 
— as  from  his  sweet  looks  some  of  the  vil- 
lagers called  him. 

"You  fought  ?  Who  began  it  f"  said 
the  mother,  gravely. 

"  I  did.  Bob  told  a  lie,  and  I  hit  him. 
I'll  hit  him  again  to-morrow." 

"Hush I''  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  but  wise- 
ly abstained  from  any  moral  lectures  till 
she  had  soothed  her  boy's  physical  suffer- 
ings; and  he  lay  in  her  arms,  pale  and 
exhausted,  angry  but  quiet,  and  quite 
"good,"  with  that  air  of  entire  content 
which  a  child  of  his  age  finds  nowhere  if 
not  on  the  mother's  bosom. 

"Now,  my  darling,"  she  whispered, 
"tell  me  all  about  it." 

But  Arthur  turned  his  head  away,  with 
the  deep  blush  of  .sensitive  childhood. 

"I'd  rather  not  tell  you,  please,  mam- 
my." 

She  would  not  compel  him — it  is  right 
to  respect  even  a  babyi.sh  secret.  But  she 
urged,  tenderly,  "Don't  you  think  you 
would  be  happier  if  you  told  me  ?"  And 
then  it  all  came  out. 

"Bob  said  what  was  not  true.  He  told 
me  my  papa  was  not  my  papa,  and  that 
my  mammy,  my  own  mammy,  was  not 
my  mother."  And  hiding  his  face  on  her 
shoulder,  Arthur  once  more  burst  into  a 
passion  of  sobs. 

Susannah  felt  as  if  an  arrow  had  gone 
through  her  heart.  Often  and  often  had 
she  considered  this  question,  and  decided 
that  as  soon  as  ever  he  could  take  it  in, 
Arthur  must  be  told  the  whole  truth 
concerning  himself.  But  the  difficulty — 
the  almost  impossibility — of  making  so 
young  a  child  comprehend  any  difference 
betwee^i  adopted  and  real  parenthood  had 
caused  her  to  defer  this  explanation  from 
time  to  time,  till  some  opportune  moment 
should  come.  It  had  come.  There  was 
a  brief  pause  of  cowardly  shrinking,  and 
then  she  braced  herself  and  seized  the 
chance,  which  to  let  go  by  might  be  fatal. 
Perfect  truthfulness,  she  had  all  along 
felt,  would  be  the  only  safe  as  well  as  the 
only  right  course— for  her  darling's  sake. 

"My  boy,"  she  said,  "I  am  sorry  you 
fought— because  what  Bob  said  was  true." 

Arthur  opened  wide  eyes  of  incredulous 
terror.  "No,  no!  Mammy,  I  am  your 
child — I  am  your  child." 


"Yes,  my  darling — my  only  darlingi 
but  not  mv  born  child:  you  are  my  adopt- 
ed child."" 

"  What  does  that  mean  V' 

"  ^ly  chosen  child.  Nobody  cared  for 
you  or  loved  you — but  mammy  loved  you, 
mammy  chose  you.  Listen,  and  I'll  tell 
my  boy  a  little  story." 

It  was  the  "quite  true"  story  of  her 
finding  the  bit  of  sweet-william,  and  how 
she  planted  it,  and  watered  it,  and  watched 
it  grow  into  a  beautiful  root,  till  slie  loved 
it  better  than  any  root  in  her  garden. 

"As  mammy  loves  me,"  said  the  boy, 
brightening  up  and  taking  it  all  in,  as  he 
did  any  story,  with  delighted  eagerness. 
"And  mammy  chose  it— as  she  did  me. 
Then  I  am  mammy's  own  child  after  all." 

"Always — always!"'  and  she  strained 
him  to  her  heart — the  unmistakable  mo- 
ther's heart,  where  he  rested,  satisfied. 
Childless  mother — motherless  child  !  Sure- 
ly He  who  said  to  John,  "Son,  behold  thy 
mother,"  and  to  Mary,  "Mother,  behold 
thy  son,"  often  gives  a  special  consecra- 
tion to  such  relationships.  It  might  be 
better  for  many  a  lonely  household,  many 
a  forlorn  child,  if  there  were  more  of  the 
like. 

Determined  not  to  let  the  golden  mo- 
ment pass  by,  but  to  seize  this  chance  of 
making  things  clear,  so  that  her  boy 
might  know  all  painful  facts  while  so 
young  that  he  should  never  remember  the 
time  when  he  had  not  known  them,  Su- 
sannah went  on  to  explain  how  she  and 
"  papa"  had  found  him  among  the  mount- 
ains, brought  him  home  to  the  I'ectory, 
and  made  him  their  son,  as  he  would  al- 
ways be ;  that  he  must  grow  up  a  man — a 
good  man,  like  papa — and  take  care  of 
them  both  in  their  old  age. 

"And  if  Bob,  or  any  one,  ever  tells 
you  mammy  does  not  love  you  as  some 
mothers  love  their  sons,  say  she  loves  you 
more — because  she  chose  you." 

"As  I  chose  my  black  kitten  when  the 
boys  were  going  to  drown  it  ?" 

"Yes!  And  would  you  like  to  hear 
why  mammy  called  you  Arthur?"  con- 
tinued she,  wishing  to  drive  out  all  pain 
from  the  infant  mind,  and  perhaps  impress 
it  for  life.  "Shall  I  tell  you  another 
story  ?" 

Mother's  " 'tories"  were  the  unfailing 
panacea  for  every  earthly  ill.  It  is  aston- 
ishing how  much  you  can  make  a  child 
understand  if  you  only  put  it  in  words 
simple  enough.      Arthur  already  knew  all 
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about  the  wooden  horse  of  Troy,  Romu- 
lus and  Remus,  Queen  Berengaria,  and 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  even  the  story 
of  several  plays  of  Shakespeare.  Now  he 
listened  with  wide  eyes  fixed  on  that  pla- 
cid heaven,  the  mother's  face ;  and  sucking 
his  two  middle  fingers — a  trick  he  had 
when  supremely  happy — listened  to  the 
story  of  King  Arthur;  the  "little  naked 
-child"  who  was  found  on  the  sea-coast 
of  Cornwall,  and  brought  up  by  Merlin 
("Was  Merlin  like  my  papa?"  interjected 
Arthur) — how  the  baby  grew  to  be  a  no- 
ble knight,  a  valiant  soldier,  and  at  last 
a  king. 

"Shall  I  ever  be  a  king,  mammy?" 
asked  the  small  listener,  with  a  look  so 
radiant  that  his  weak  -  minded  mother 
thought  he  really  might  have  been.  Nev- 
ertheless she  answered,  gravely: 

"  No,  my  boy,  I  am  quite  sure  you  never 
will  be  a  king — except  mammy's  King  Ar- 
thur. And  something  else  too — a  good, 
brave  man.  Brave  men  are  never  ashamed 
to  own  they  are  wrong:  so  we'll  come  and 
speak  to  Bob  before  he  goes  home,  and  say 
we  both  are  sorry  you  fought  with  him, 
because  you  know  now  that  he  did  not 
tell  a  lie.      Come." 

Arthur  came.  He  did  not  speak  to 
Bob,  but  his  mother  spoke  for  him,  ex- 
plaining that  "my  son" — as  she  carefully 
called  him — now  knew  all  about  himself; 
that  there  must  be  no  more  references  to 
the  subject,  and  no  more  fighting.  He 
was  Master  Arthur  Trevena,  and  she 
should  dismiss  any  serv^ant  who  did  not 
treat  him  as  such. 

Susannah  said  all  this  calmly— but  a 
sharp  inward  pain  was  gnawing  at  her 
heart  all  the  while,  until  she  overheard 
Arthur's  Parthian  thrust  at  his  discomfit- 
ed foe. 

"I  won't  fight  you  again.  Bob — and  I'll 
play  with  you  to-morrow.  I'm  a  deal  bet- 
ter off  than  you,  for  your  mother  had  to 
take  you  whether  she  liked  you  or  not; 
my  mother  chose  me !" 

So  off  he  marched — the  little  "King" — 
with  a  proud  and  gallant  air,  holding  by 
his  mother's  hand,  and  entirely  contented 
with  his  lot. 

She  was  contented  too ;  for  now  there  was 
no  more  mystery — her  boy  would  never 
have  the  pang  of  finding  out  suddenly  that 
he  was  not  her  boy.  Though  with  the 
sensitive  reticence  of  childhood,  he  never 
referred  to  the  matter  again,  never  asked 
her  a  single  question ;  but  accepted  with 


unlimited  trust  the  love  in  which  he  lived 
as  in  perpetual  sunshine.  Only,  night 
after  night,  as  his  mother  sat  down  beside 
him,  to  tell  him  "just  one  little  'tory"  be- 
fore he  went  to  sleep— the  story  he  liked 
best,  and  asked  for  oftenest,  was  that  of 
King  Arthur. 

So  life  went  on  at  the  rectory — a  smooth 
untroubled  stream — 

"  The  constant  stream  of  love  which  knew  no  fall, 
Ne'er  roughened  by  those  cataracts  and  breaks 
Which  humor  interposed  too  often  makes." 

Years  afterward,  when  reading  that  ex- 
quisite poem,  Arthur  recognized — as  we 
do  recognize  when  things  are  past — the 
picture  of  his  happy  childhood,  and  in 
Cowper's  mother  the  portrait  of  his  own. 

Years  slipped  by— almost  like  a  dream. 
From  the  baby  he  grew  into  the  child— 
the  boy — a  big  boy,  though  not  yet  a 
school-boy,  for  there  was  no  day  school 
near.  Mrs.  Trevena,  who  for  many  years 
had  been  a  governess,  taught  him  all  she 
knew.  By-and-by  Mr.  Trevena,  inquir- 
ing anxiously  about  his  Latin  and  Greek 
— to  the  rector  the  one  necessity  of  human 
learning — volunteered  to  continue  both. 
So  Arthur,  who  was  neither  a  genius  nor 
a  dunce,  but  something  between  the  two — 
a  boy  with  plenty  of  brains,  if  he  would 
only  use  them — gradually  approached  the 
time  when  life  ceases  to  be  all  play,  and 
it  begins  to  dawn  upon  even  the  idlest  boy, 
or  the  one  most  keen  after  physical  enjoy- 
ments, that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  work. 

It  did  upon  Arthur,  though  only  occa- 
sionally. He  was  by  no  means  a  model 
boy.  He  honestly  owned  he  "hated"  his 
lessons,  and  only  did  them  "to  please  mo- 
ther," which  secondary  reason  she  per- 
force f>ccepted,  and  made  use  of  to  his  good. 
Doubtless  she  would  have  preferred  a  stu- 
dious boy  to  an  idle  one;  but  then  he  was 
such  a  good  boy,  neither  a  prig  nor  a  hyp- 
ocrite; and  sometimes  when  she  saw  his 
strong  temptations — the  exuberant  youth- 
ful health  and  the  joy  in  it — that  pure  joy 
of  living  which  she  herself  had  never 
known — she  forgave  him  everything. 

Perhaps  both  his  adopted  parents  loved 
him  all  the  better  for  being  so  unlike 
themselves — for  bringing  into  their  quiet 
household  new  elements  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  unknown  there;  young 
companions,  games,  athletic  sports.  The 
Reverend  Austin  had  never  played  cricket 
in  his  life;  yet  after  going  to  see  Arthur 
play,  he  was  allured  into  lending  one  of 
his  glebe  fields  to  the  village  cricket  club ; 
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and  would  watcli  tlioni  with  mild  api)r()val 
many  a  summtM*  evening,'-.  And  many  a 
winter  moi'ninjif  did  Mvs.  Tvvvvnii  spend 
beside  the  lar^'-e  pond  at  Tawton  Al)i>as  - 
just  to  see  Arthur  skate.  Thou^^h  she  felt 
sometimes  like  an  old  Ikmi  with  oneduek- 
linp:,  scarcely  able  to  hide  her  terror  at 
every  tumble  and  every  crack  on  the  ice, 
still  slie  did  hide  it,  and  p:loi-ied  in  her 
boy's  h(M<j:ht,  ability,  and  «;race.  Above 
all  in  his  perfect  fearlessness.  ])hysical  and 
moral. 

Spite  of  his  little  faults  and  he  had 
his  share — Arthur  possessed  one  (piality, 
the  root  of  all  good  in  either  man  oi-  wo- 
man— he  was  not  a  coward,  l^'i-oni  in- 
fancy, the  only  fear  he  knew  was  the 
g-rave  rebuke  of  his  mother's  face;  jjfenei'- 
ally  a  sihMit  rebuk(\  for  she  I'arely  scold- 
ed and  never  whi{)ped  him;  but  her  mute 
displeasure  was  more  than  he  could  stand. 
It  brought  him  to  his  rif^ht  mind  at  once 
— to  the  sobbing:  "111  be  <i:ood,  mammy!" 
of  infancy— to  the  half  ])roud,  half  hum- 
ble "I'm  so  sorry,  mother,"  of  boyhood. 
The  turnin*::  away  of  her  face  from  him 
was  like  tlu^  sun  going*  out  of  the  sky — he 
could  not  bear  it.  And  once  when  lu^ 
liad  to  bear  it  for  two  whole  days — Un- 
his  unconquerable  idleness  had  so  ve.xed 
her  that  she  put  the  books  away,  and  r(>- 
fused  to  open  them  again — his  agony  of 
distri^ss  made  him  actually  ill.  It  was 
th(^  turning-))oint;  that  contest  between 
})aren(.  and  child,  which  if  the  latter  is 
allowed  to  win,  is  a  defeat— to  both— for 
life. 

Susannah  was  a  very  gentle  woman; 
but  she  could  be  stern,  if  need  be,  stern 
and  hard  as  stone.  When,  after  two, 
nay,  three  days  of  being  sent  to  Coventry, 
and  a  fourth  day.  when  he  literally  cried 
himself  sick,  Arthur  came  humbly,  his 
books  und(M'  his  arm,  and  im])lored  her  to 
forgive  him,  she  replied,  sadly: 

"Forgiving  is  not  forgetting.  You 
have  made  mother's  heart  ache  as  it  nev- 
er ached  before.  Listen,  my  boy — for 
you  are  a  boy  now,  not  a  baby."  And 
she  put  her  hand  on  his  shoulder  and 
looked  searchingly  into  his  face,  as  if 
longing  to  lind  there,  what  peo])le  can- 
not always  lind  in  their  very  own  chil- 
dren, the  qualities  they  themselves  most 
value.  "Arthur,  for  these  twelve  years 
]):ipa  and  I  have  done  our  very  best  for 
you.  We  can  not  do  more.  The  rest 
you  must  do  for  yourself." 

"How   do   you    mean,  mammy   dear? 


Are    you    going    to    send    me   awa}-— to 
school  ?" 

"  No — for  we  could  not  atlord  it.  How 
could  ])apa,  with  his  small  income,  ])ay  a 
hundred  and  lifty  a  year  for  your  school- 
ing—and you  to  be  as  idle  then  as  you  are 
now  ?  It  would  not  be  right.  I  would 
not  let  liim  do  it.  No.  if  you  want  edu- 
cation you  nuist  get  it  for  yourself — or 
go  without  it  and  grow  up  a  dunce." 

"And  then  you  will  wish  you  had  left 
me  to  die  at  the  road  -  side,  instead  of 
})lanting  me  like  your  sweet-william  root. 
Perhaps  you  are  right,  motluM-." 

Susannah  started — she  thought  Arthur 
had  long  forgotten  that  little  story;  but 
one  never  knows  what  a  child  forgt'ts  or 
remembers. 

There  was  a  pause  of  pain — and  then 
she  said:  "My  son,  I  shall  never  wish 
things  ditl'erent  from  what  they  have 
been.  And  I  am  content  with  you  just 
as  you  are,  if  you  will  only  make  the  best 
of  what  you  are.  Do  you  think  King 
Arthur  would  ever  have  been  a  soldier 
and  a.  king  if  he  had  not  learned  his  les- 
sons :'" 

"Did  he  learn  lessons?  .And — did  lie 
like  them  ?"  asktnl  Arthur,  dolefully — so 
dolefully  that  Mrs.  Trevena  could  not 
help  laughing.  At  which  the  young  sin- 
uvv  ventured  to  laugh  too — kissed  and 
hugged  her,  vehemently  ])romising  amend- 
ment. She  shook  her  head — he  had  ])rom- 
is(Hl  so  often,  and  forgot  it  next  day. 
How  many  "grown-ups"  do  the  same  !  It 
sometimes  struck  Susannah  as  a  curious 
fact  that  while  all  allowances  are  made 
for  grown-up  people,  none  are  made  for 
children.  Though  hard  as  the  nether 
millstone  in  ke(^[)ing  Arthur  in  the  right 
w^ay — never  for  a  moment  ])retending  that 
wrong  was  right — she  had  great  pity  for 
liis  little  aberrations;  his  laziness,  his 
feather-headed ness,  and  the  like.  And 
when  she  looked  at  his  broad  brow  and 
thoughtful  eyes — inherited,  Heaven  only 
knew  from  whom!— she  took  heart  of 
grace  that  Heaven  would  make  all  right 
in  time. 

One  never  knows  when  an  arrow  strikes 
home.  "  In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed — 
in  the  evening  withhold  not  thy  hand." 
Such  had  been  Susannalrs  principle  all 
her  days.  She  did  her  best;  and  then  she 
rested  in  liope — which  sometimes  died — 
most  often  died! — but  now  and  then  it 
lived  and  blossomed — as  now\ 

One  day,  after  a  week  of  most  aston 
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ishing  industry,  Arthur  said,  suddenly: 
"  Mother,  you  told  me  I  was  to  get  educa- 
tion for  myself.     How  am  I  to  get  it  ?" 

She  was  not  taken  by  surprise  ;  for 
years  she  had  pondered  over  the  question: — 
as  she  did  everything  that  concerned  her 
boy's  future.  She  had  said  truly  that  to 
send  Arthur  to  a  boarding-school  was  im- 
possible. Even  if  possible,  it  would  scarce- 
ly have  been  right.  Her  husband  in  his 
old  age  would  need  all  his  own  money; 
he  must  not  be  stinted  in  anything  for  the 
sake  of  a  son  who  was  not  his  son.  Pas- 
sionately as  she  loved  her  boy,  Susannah 
held  the  balance  of  justice  even.  So  she 
answered,  firmly : 

"Arthur,  if  you  are  to  grow  up  a  clever 
man  like  papa,  you  must  do  as  he  did; 
you  must  get  to  be  a  Winchester  boy,  and 
then  take  yourself  to  New  College,  Ox- 
ford, with  a  Winchester  scholarship.  Mo- 
ther would  so  like  to  see  you  in  cap  and 
gown !" 

"Would  you?"  said  he,  with  the  sud- 
den look  which  she  loved  to  see  —  the 
bright,  eager,  purpose-like  look — "Then 
I'll  try." 

They  went  into  the  matter  at  once. 
Mr.  Trevena,  who  at  the  mention  of  Win- 
chester pricked  up  his  ears  like  an  old 
war-horse,  needed  little  persuasion  to  take 
his  wife  and  son  to  see  his  old  haunts  and 
revive  his  old  acquaintanceships.  One  of 
the  masters  happened  to  be  a  school-fel- 
low of  fifty  years  back ;  they  fraternized 
joyfully,  and  wandered  about  together — 
Mrs.  Trevena  and  Arthur  following  — 
through  the  chapel  and  courts,  the  school- 
rooms and  play -grounds,  dear  to  all  Wyke- 
hamites,  where  generation  after  genera- 
tion of  boys  have  worked  and  played  and 
passed  away.  Here  and  there  were  me- 
mentos of  some  of  them  who  had  made 
themselves  famous  in  after-life,  and  of 
others — Arthur's  eyes  brightened,  and  his 
mother's  heart  trembled,  as  they  stood 
looking  at  them — who  had  died  early, 
mostly  on  the  field  of  battle,  only  a  year 
or  two  after  being  Winchester  boys. 

Susannah  was  an  ambitious  woman — 
what  mother  of  a  son  would  not  be  ? 
When  Arthur  whispered  to  her,  "I  mean 
to  be  a  Winchester  boy,"  she  pressed  his 
arm  in  silence  as  they  walked  together — 
he  very  proud  of  being  fully  as  tall  as  she. 
They  understood  one  another,  and  were 
happy. 

This  was  the  bright  side  of  things;  but 
there  was  another  side,  of  which  she  had 


had  prevision,  but  never  so  clearly  as  to- 
day. 

The  master  stood  explaining  to  her  va- 
rious things,  while  Mr.  Trevena  went  to 
show  Arthur  the  picture  of  the  Faithful 
Servant.  She  learned  that  a  certificate 
of  baptism  must  be  sent  in,  to  prove  the 
boy's  age— over  twelve  and  under  thir- 
teen— and  that  the  examination,  in  which 
there  were  often  nearly  a  hundred  candi- 
dates for  fourteen  scholarships,  was  about 
the  middle  of  July. 

"My  son  will  be  thirteen  next  June,'^^ 
said  Susannah — who  always  took  care  to 
say  "  my  son"  to  strangers. 

"Then  he  has  only  one  chance.  He 
will  have  to  work  hard  for  it— but  no 
doubt  he  will.  He  is"  —  glancing  care- 
lessly at  Arthur,  who  stood  a  few  yards 
off,  and  making  the  superficial  remark 
that  so  many  think  proper — "he  is  so 
very  like  his  father." 

Whether  the  boy  overheard,  she  could 
not  tell — if  he  had,  no  doubt  he  would,  in 
his  simplicity,  only  have  thought  it  "  fun- 
ny" that  he  should  resemble  his  gray, 
stooping,  elderly  papa ;  but  Susannah  felt 
herself  grow  hot  all  over.  She  could  not 
answer — any  explanation  at  that  moment 
was  impossible — yet  she  felt  like  a  de- 
ceiver, acting  inevitably,  righteously,  but 
yet  a  deceiver.  And  how  would  her  boy 
feel  ?  not  now,  perhaps — he  was  too  young 
to  take  it  in — but  by-and-by  ? 

"  I  ought  to  explain — "  she  began,  with 
a  desperate  firmness.  At  that  moment 
Mr.  Trevena  and  Arthur  came  up,  render- 
ing explanation  impossible.  The  train 
was  nearly  due:  they  were  late  —  as  the 
good  rector  had  a  trick  of  being — only  a 
minute  remained  for  polite  adieux,  and 
they  hurried  away. 

But  as  Susannah  sat  silent,  watching 
the  landscape  whirl  past,  in  that  noisy 
peace  which  allows  such  time  for  think- 
ing, a  new  anxiety  awoke  in  her  heart. 

She  had  resolved  to  send  her  boy  to 
school,  for  she  felt  he  must  go ;  his  nature 
required  the  spur  of  emulation  to  learn 
well;  but  she  had  not  taken  in  all  that 
this  involved.  Her  neighbors,  the  simple 
folk  of  Tawton  Magna,  had  long  since  ac- 
cepted the  truth,  and  then  forgot — as  the 
Trevenas  had  almost  forgotten  themselves 
—that  Arthur  was  not  their  own  child. 
Not  a  word  to  the  contrary  was  now  ever 
said  to  him,  or  them.  But  in  the  wider 
world  to  which  Arthur  was  going,  and 
must  go,  things  were  sure  to  be  said — 
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cruel  thinofs.  perhaps — from  which  his 
mother  could  no  longer  protect  him. 

Had  he  been  a  g-irl,  it  would  have  been 
different.  She  could  then  have  kept  her 
child  beside  her;  no  need  to  go  to  school 
at  all ;  or  to  pass  from  the  slielter  of  the  mo- 
ther's wing",  except  into  some  honorable 
happy  home,  where  she  was  loved  for  herself 
— married  for  hei*self.  Many  a  King  Co- 
phetua  lives  to  bless  the  day  he  wooed  his 
"beggar-maid,"'  and  especially  if  she  has 
no  blood-relations!  But  a  boy  must  face 
the  world — stand  on  his  own  feet— fight 
his  own  battles.  What  if  Arthur's  school- 
fellows came  to  find  out  his  history  ?  how 
they  might  torment  him  I — there  is  no- 
thing cruder  than  your  ordinary  school- 
boy. How  lads  with  real  fathers  and  mo- 
thers might  jeer  at  "Nobody's  child"'  1 

Susannah  clinched  her  hands  under 
her  shawl.  She  felt  she  should  like  to  do 
something — to  hurt  somebody  who  dared 
to  hurt  her  child.  The  "  wild-animaV' 
feeling,  which  makes  the  tamest  creatures 
dangerous  when  their  young  are  attack- 
ed, came  into  her,  till  she  almost  laughed 
at  herself,  and  then  could  have  cried  at 
her  own  helplessness.  Yet  tears  were 
idle.  The  thing  was  inevitable — he  must 
bear  it.  How  could  she  help  him  to  bear 
it? 

"Tell  the  truth  and  shame  the  devil" 
was,  as  ever,  the  only  chance  for  her  boy; 
and.  after  all.  he  was  a  boy—"  with  hands 
to  war  and  fingers  to  fight'' — as  old  King 
David  had,  and  blessed  the  Lord  for. 
Alas  I  in  this  our  world  they  are  only  too 
necessary.  Arthur  had  moral  courage 
too,  as  had  been  lately  proved  when  a 
neighboring  curate,  hearing  the  boy's 
voice  in  church,  offered  to  teach  him 
singing,  and  music  too;  and  in  spite  of 
his  companions',  the  young  millionaires 
at  Tawton  Abbas,  calling  it  "girlish,"  he 
persisted  in  steadily  strumming  on  the 
rectory  piano,  and  never  missing  an  hour 
of  the  village  choir  practice.  Music,  in 
fact,  was  the  only  thing  he  really  worked 
at,  with  all  his  heart  in  it.  Once  his  mo- 
ther—listening to  the  lovely  boy  voice, 
and  hearing  from  the  ritualistic  curate, 
Mr.  Hardy,  what  a  remarkable  talent  he 
had  in  that  direction— recalled,  almost 
with  a  pang,  the  story  of  that  opera-sing- 
er who  had  run  away  from  Milan— who 
might  have  crossed  the  St.  Gothard  and 
stopped  at  Andermatt— who  might  have 
been —  But  speculations  were  idle— worse 
than  idle— dangerous.     She  shut  up  all 


these  things  in  her  heart,  seeing  that,  how- 
ever it  came,  her  boy's  talent  for  nmsic 
was  there,  and  irrepressible.  Nor  did  she 
try  to  repress  it;  she  only  insisted  that  he 
should  work,  not  idle,  at  it;  and  do  his 
other  work  steadily  meantime. 

He  did.  Mr.  Haixly,  the  musical  cu- 
rate, who,  like  many  more,  combined  mu- 
sic and  mathematics,  offered  to  help  him 
in  his  Euclid  and  algebra ;  the  rector  taught 
him  Latin  and  Greek;  his  mother,  and 
the  faithful  Manelte,  now  promoted  from 
nui-se  to  cook,  and  likely  to  be  a  fixture  at 
the  rectory,  helped  him  in  his  French. 
So  all  was  in  train  for  the  Winchester  ex- 
amination, to  which  he  must  go  up  in 
July — a  big  boy  of  thirteen — for  those 
three  anxious  days  which  would  probably 
decide  his  lot  for  life. 

As  the  time  approached,  Mrs.  Trevena, 
spite  of  her  smooth  brow  and  quiet  smile, 
would  thankfully  "have  given  worlds," 
as  the  phrase  is,  not  to  put  it  off — it  was 
her  way  always  to  face  things — but  to 
know  that  it  was  safe  over. 

Another  thing  which  she  had  to  face 
she  did  put  off,  unintentionally,  till  the 
very  last  day.  Then,  having  settled  ev- 
erything, and  even  packed  her  boy's 
box  and  her  own — they  were  to  stay  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Trevena's  old  school-fel- 
low during  the  three  days  of  examination 
— she  and  Arthur  walked  up  and  down  to- 
gether along  their  favorite  walk,  the  peach- 
tree  walk,  under  a  high  south  wall.  Su- 
sannah was  now  growing  old  enough  to 
love  the  shelter  of  a  south  wall  and  the 
smooth  ease  of  a  gravel-walk.  But  age 
had  no  terrors,  for  was  not  her  boy's 
strong  arm  round  her  waist,  and  his  bright 
face  beside  her  ?  In  his  young  life  she 
lived  anew,  perhaps  even  a  happier  life 
than  her  own. 

"If  you  are  tired,  mammy,  let  us  sit 
down."  Arthur  always  saw  when  his 
mother  was  tired,  quicker  even  than  her 
husband  did :  but  then  he  was  such  a  prac- 
tical boy,  and  not  a  bit  of  a  bookworm. 
"  You  stop  here  in  the  summer-house,  and 
I'll  help  Bob  Bates  to  gather  the  peas  for 
dinner." 

"No.  not  yet,''  for  she  had  something 
to  say  which  must  be  said  before  he  went 
to  Winchester,  only  it  was  difficult  to  be- 
gin. "Bob  is  a  big  boy  now,  almost  as 
tall  as  his  father." 

"Bob  is  ever  so  much  older  than  I  am," 
said  Arthur,  a  little  aggrieved.  "I'll  be 
as  tall  as  my  papa  some  day." 
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"I  hope  so,  dear."  Then,  suddenly  fa- 
cing the  evil,  though  it  made  her  heart  beat 
almost  with  the  pulsations  of  her  youth, 
' '  Does  Bob  Bates  ever  speak  to  you  now 
about  what  you  fought  over,  years  ago  ?" 

"  What  was  that,  mammy  ?  I  forget.— 
No,"  with  a  quick  blush,  the  sensitive 
blush  so  ready  to  come  and  go  on  his  fair 
face.  "No — I  think  I  remember.  It  was 
about  my  not  being  papa's  own  boy,  and 
yours.  No,  nobody  ever  says  a  word  to 
me  now." 

"That  is  well." 

They  walked  on  in  silence,  she  thinking 
how  best  to  put  the  next  thing  she  had  to 
say,  when  he  saved  her  the  saying  of  it. 

"Mother,  if  anybody  speaks  to  me  like 
that  at  Winchester,  what  am  I  to  do  ? 
Shall  I  fight  them  ?" 

She  paused  a  minute.  It  was  so  hard! 
so  hard ! 

"No,  my  dear.  I  see  no  good  in  fight- 
ing. Nobody  means  you  any  harm,  and 
nothing  they  say  can  alter  anything.  It 
is  the  truth.  No  brave  man  need  be  afraid 
of  the  truth.  I  am  sure  King  Arthur 
never  was." 

"Did  anybody  ever  say  to  him — what 
Bob  Bates  used  to  say  to  me  ?" 

"Very  likely,  for  his  parentage  was 
never  known.  But  he  was  such  a  noble 
knight  in  himself  that  nobody  ever  cared 
to  ask  where  he  sprang  from.  It  will  be 
the  same  with  you,  if  you  grow  up  a  good 
man." 

"  But  I  shall  never  be  a  king,  and  have 
Knights  of  the  Round  Table. " 

"I  am  afraid  not.  What  would  you 
like  to  be  ?" 

Now  the  great  event  in  the  boy's  life 
was  his  having  been  lately  taken  by  his 
friend  the  High-Church  curate  to  Exeter, 
where  he  heard  an  oratorio  and  an  opera. 
It  should  not  have  been  a  pang,  and  yet 
it  was,  when  he  answered,  with  enthusi- 
asm, "I  should  like — an  opera  singer!" 

His  mother  started  as  if  she  had  been 
shot.  But  she  answered,  calmly:  "  Well, 
my  son,  boys  often  make  resolves,  and 
break  them.  I  knew^  one  little  fellow  who 
was  determined  to  be  Lord  Chancellor,  but 
he  changed  his  mind  and  said  he  would  be 
an  omnibus  driver.  However,  just  now, 
you  can  only  be  one  thing — a  Winchester 
boy.      Try  for  that." 

"I  will,"  said  Arthur,  firmly,  "because 
I  know  mother  would  like  it." 

"Thank  you,"  pressing  the  arm  that 
was  round  her  waist.      Youths  often  like 


to  make  love  to  a  little  mother  no  bigger 
than  themselves.  She  looked  at  him,  the 
boy  that  any  mother  might  be  proud  of 
— that  any  childless  mother  might  have 
craved  after  with  frantic  longing — and 
that  his  own  mother  had  thrown  away. 
No  matter!  he  was  her  son  now — hers, 
Susannah's — by  every  right  of  justice  and 
duty,  if  not  nature;  and  no  power  on 
earth  should  ever  snatch  him  from  her. 

She  was  not  sorry  to  have  to  take  him 
to  Winchester  herself,  and  make  friends 
for  him  there,  whether  he  succeeded  or 
failed;  she  had  begun  to  feel  that  their 
shut-up  life  would  never  do  for  a  growing 
boy.  He  would  need  companions;  and 
their  only  near  neighbors,  except  the  vil- 
lagers, were  the  tenants  of  Tawton  Abbas 
— families  continually  changing,  for  the 
idiot  heir  of  the  Damerels  still  lived  on, 
and  it  was  said  that  when  he  died  there 
would  be  a  grand  fight  between  two  dis- 
tant cousins  for  the  title  and  estate.  Mean- 
while, the  lovely  old  house  was  sometimes 
let,  sometimes  stood  empty,  and  the  rec- 
tory family  had  the  run  of  the  park  and 
gardens.  But  of  society  they  had  almost 
none.  This  did  not  matter  to  Austin  and 
Susannah,  but  it  did  to  Arthur,  who,  now 
risen  above  the  level  of  Bob  Bates,  often 
wished  for  "somebody  to  play  with — 
somebody  young. "  And  therefore,  though 
parting  with  him  would  be  like  cutting 
off  her  right  hand,  his  mother  had  deter- 
mined to  send  him  to  school. 

"  Mr.  Hardy  and  papa  both  say  you  can 
pass  if  you  try.  You  must  try.  Think 
how  grand  it  would  be  to  have  your  name 
on  the  Roll." 

"And  to  go  and  live  at  Winchester, 
where  I  can  hear  the  cathedral  service 
every  day  if  I  like,  and  learn  to  sing  in 
the  college  chapel." 

' '  You  could  learn  anything,  my  boy, 
if  you  would  only  give  your  mind  to  it — 
you  idle  monkey.  But  you  will  work 
now  ?  You'll  do  your  very  best,  and  if 
you  fail— well,  we'll  trj  something  else— 

" '  But  screw  your  courage  to  tbe  sticking-place, 
And  we'll  not  fail !'  " 

"Bravo,  mother!  You  are  such  a 
brick !     You  ought  to  be  a  boy  yourself." 

They  laughed,  thoroughly  understand- 
ing one  another.  Then,  not  sorry  for  a 
brief  pause  of  solitude  in  the  nervous 
strain  which  was  greater  than  she  knew, 
she  sent  Arthur  off  for  a  walk  across  the 
park,  and  sat  down  under  the  acacia- tree 


912 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


on  the  rectory  lawn,  watching  idly  the 
swallows  flying  over  the  glebe  meadows, 
where  the  cows  were  feeding,  and  the  trees 
stood  motionless  in  tlie  summer  silence 
of  the  newly  shorn,  fresh,  green  fields. 

A  peaceful,  lovely  picture!  grown  each 
year  more  familiar  and  more  dear.  Su- 
sannali  hoped  to  watch  it  year  after  year 
until  she  died.  For  she  felt  sure  her  hus- 
band would  never  leave  Tawton  Magna. 
He  was  not  ambitious— had  no  desire  of 
church  promotion.  He  too  was  quite 
content  with  his  life.  Her  eyes  followed 
him,  sauntering  up  and  down  the  peach- 
tree  walk,  writing  in  his  head  liis  next 
Sunday's  sermon.  She  thought  of  all  his 
goodness,  gentleness,  and  tenderness,  not 
only  to  her,  but  to  her  boy;  and  it  seemed 
as  if  no  woman  ever  had  a  liappier  life 
than  she— a  life  to  which  no  change  could 
ever  come. 

At  that  minute— it  is  strange  how  often 
these  coincidences  happen — Arthur  came 
running  to  her  with  a  letter. 

"A  boy  brought  it.  I  met  him  at  the 
gate.  He  says  he  has  to  wait  for  an  an- 
swer." 

"Take  it  to  papa,"  she  was  just  saying, 
carelessly,  wlien  something  struck  her  as 
familiar  in  the  handwriting— terribly  fa- 
miliar. Many  people  know  what  it  is — 
the  heart-sinking  at  sight  of  one  particu- 
lar handwriting  which  has  been  the  curse 
of  the  family  for  a  lifetime. 

"  Mother,  you  look  so  white!  What  is 
the  matter  ?" 

"Nothing,  dear  boy.  I  will  take  papa 
his  letter." 

It  was  from  Hal  Trevena.  He  was  in 
a  small  public-house  of  the  neighboring 
town,  with  his  wife  and  child,  and  with- 
out a  halfpenny. 

So  he  said,  at  least,  adding  that  the  in- 
convenience was  but  temporary,  as  they 
were  on  their  way  to  "some  wealthy 
friends  of  Mrs.  Trevena's  residing  in 
Wales."  Only  the  said  Mrs.  Trevena  had 
broken  down  on  the  way,  and  lay  danger- 
ously ill,  which  was,  the  husband  added, 
"  most  inconvenient."  He  begged  for  "  a 
small  loan,"  and  that  his  brother  would 
go  and  see  him. 

"Poor  Hal!  poor  Hall!  Of  course  I 
must  go,"  said  the  rector,  with  a  depreca- 
ting, distressed  look.  "And  you  would 
not  object  to— my  giving  him  a  little 
money  ?" 

"No,  of  course  not."  She  took  her 
husband's    hand,  and  sat   down    on   the 


bench  beside  him,  in  a  sort  of  dull  sub- 
mission to  fate.  The  roses  were  bloom- 
ing, the  bees  humming  in  them,  over  the 
pretty  summer-house;  the  swallows  were 
darting  across  the  high  blue  sky,  and  the 
cows  feeding  in  the  meadow,  just  as  they 
had  done  ten  minutes  ago,  when  .she  had 
felt  so  happy,  so  thankful  to  God  for  her 
happiness.      And  now — 

"Poor  Hal !"  repeated  Austin,  uneasily. 
"  A  sick  wife,  does  he  say  ?  and  he  never 
was  used  to  illness  any  more  than  I.  But 
I  suppose  I  ought  to  go  to  them." 

Susannah  thought  a  minute;  then  she 
.said,  "  Shall  I  go  instead  of  you  ^" 

"Oh,  if  you  would!  My  dear,  how 
kind  of  you!" 

Mrs.  Trevena  never  answered.  She 
knew  it  was  not  kindness  at  all,  only 
a  desperate  preventive  against  danger 
which  she  foresaw,  and  could  meet,  but 
Austin  could  not. 

"So  very  kind!"  he  repeated.  "But 
you  forget — you  were  to  take  the  boy  to 
Winchester  to-morrow." 

"Mr.  Hardy  would  take  him  instead  of 
me.  And  he  might  perhaps  be  as  well 
alone.  He  must  learn  to  face  the  world 
some  time,"  she  added,  with  a  sad  kind  of 
smile.  "At  any  rate,  I  will  go  now,  and 
come  back  as  .soon  as  I  can," 

But  she  did  not  come  back.  It  was 
only  a  half-hour's  walk,  yet  Arthur  and 
his  papa  sat  expecting  her  in  vain,  hour 
after  hour,  till — almost  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life — the  boy  had  to  go  to  bed  with- 
out his  motlier's  good-night  kiss.  Late, 
almost  at  midnight,  a  messenger  arrived, 
bringing  two  letters;  one  to  Arthur — the 
first  he  had  ever  received — explaining 
that  he  must  go  to  Winchester  "like  a 
man"  with  Mr.  Hardy,  and  do  his  very 
best,  so  that  whether  he  succeeded  or  fail- 
ed in  getting  the  scholarship,  his  mother 
might  be  proud  of  her  boy. 

To  her  husband  she  wrote  even  more 
briefly.  "Hal's  wife  is  dying.  Her  lit- 
tle girl — it  was  a  girl,  not  a  boy — is  her 
only  nurse.  We  must  take  them  in.  Tell 
Manette  to  get  ready  the  spare  room,  and 
as  soon  as  Arthur  and  Mr.  Hardy  are 
gone,  send  a  fly  here.  There  is  little  lug- 
gage— he  has  spent  everything  they  had 
in  the  world.  She  will  be  better  dead, 
poor  soul ! — but  she  ought  to  die  peaceful- 
ly in  our  house." 

This  was  all  Susannah  wrote— or  said. 

Next  day,  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening, 
her  husband  watched  her  superintend  the 
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carrying  upstairs  of  what  seemed  little 
more  than  a  bundle  of  clothes,  with  a 
white  ghastly  face  appearing-  out  of  it — 
that  dying-  face  which,  it  was  plain  to  see, 
would  never  come  down-stairs  any  more. 
Closely  following  came  a  little  girl,  a 
small  elfish  creature,  with  thin,  starved, 
withered  features,  and  great  dark  eyes — 
she  seemed  all  eyes — watching  the  sick 
mother  with  a  kind  of  fierce  jealousy,  as 
if  to  protect  her  from  everybody  else. 

The  husband  and  father  did.  not  appear. 

"He  will  be  here  at  supper-time — did 
lie  not  say  so,Nanny  ?''  observed  Mrs.Tre- 
vena,  taking  the  child's  hand. 

"  He  said  so — but  we  never  believe  what 
papa  says,"  was  the  answer  —  with  the 
cruel  candor  of  ten  years  old. 

So,  there  they  were  under  her  roof- 
Hal  Trevena  and  his  family.  And  her 
own  boy's  room  was  empty;  and  through- 
out the  house  was  that  terrible  silence 
which  marks  the  absence  of  a  child — a 
noisy,  merry,  happy  child. 

She  had  done  her  duty — the  duty  which 
lay  to  her  hand  so  plain  that  she  could 
not  choose  but  do  it ;  yet,  as  she  laid  her 
head  down  for  the  few  minutes  of  sleep 
that  she  was  able  to  snatch  on  the  sofa,  in 
the  chamber  of  the  dying  woman,  Su- 
sannah's pillow  was  wet  with  her  tears. 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  next  two  days  went  by  in  quiet — 
hopeless,  passionless  quiet.  Life  yet  lin- 
gered in  Halbert  Tre vena's  wife ;  but  they 
all  knew — and  she  knew  too, they  thought 
— that  nothing  could  save  her.  She  was 
in  the  last  stage  of  consumption,  or  rath- 
er atrophy,  brought  on,  no  doubt,  by  mis- 
ery and  privation.  By  making  dives  and 
guesses  at  truth  through  a  mass  of  super- 
incumbent fiction,  Susannah  gained  from 
her  brother-in-law  something  of  the  fam- 
ily history. 

It  appeared  that  Nanny  —  christened 
Anastasia  —  was  their  only  child;  the 
"son.  and  heir,"  though  not  quite  non-ex- 
istent, having  died  soon  after  his  birth. 
The  millionaire  father-in-law  was  also  a 
creation  of  Captain  Trevena's  imagina- 
tion; or,  at  any  rate,  whatever  money 
the  old  man  possessed  had  speedily  been 
drained  from  him  by  his  aristocratic  son- 
in-law.  During  his  lifetime  he  had  pro- 
tected  his   daughter   and    grandchild   as 


well  as  he  could;  when  he  died,  both  fell 
helplessly  into  the  hands  of  that  person- 
age to  whom,  unless  he  altogether  out- 
rages morality,  the  law  persists  in  giving 
the  rights— though  he  fulfils  none  of  the 
duties— of  "husband  and  father."  The 
wife,  a  feeble  creature,  born  to  suffer  and 
complain,  had  clung  to  him,  probably  be- 
cause she  had  nothing  else  to  cling  to; 
and  so  they  had  drifted  on,  sinking  or 
swimming,  Heaven  knew  how,  or  how 
long— it  was  useless  to  inquire — till  they 
came  to  England  and  to  Tawton  Magna. 

"  Not  that  we  meant  to  inflict  ourselves 
upon  you,  except  for  a  short  visit."  said 
Captain  Trevena,  with  great  dignity. 
"We  thought  of  wintering  at  Bath — we 
were  on  our  way  thither  when  my  dear 
invalid  broke  down.  But  I  hope  she 
will  be  better  soon." 

"  She  will  be  better  soon,"  repeated  Su- 
sannah ;  but  he  either  could  not  or  would 
not  understand  her  meaning,  and  it  was 
no  use  to  press  the  fact;  or  the  other  one, 
that  Tawton  was  not  on  the  road  to  Bath 
at  all.  But  fact  and  fiction  w^ere  inex- 
tricably mingled  in  Captain  Trevena's 
conversation.  Susannah's  only  desire 
w^as  to  keep  him  out  of  his  wife's  sick- 
room— which  was  not  difficult,  he  so  hated 
illness — and  let  her  slip  quietly  into  that 
peace  of  death  which  was  far  better  than 
life. 

Poor  woman !  —  what  sort  of  woman 
she  was  or  had  been  mattered  little  now. 
Her  sister-in-law  inquired  nothing.  She 
did  carefully  all  that  could  be  done  for 
the  "remarkably  fine  woman" — who  nev- 
er could  have  been  anything  but  a  plain 
and  rather  common-looking  person;  she 
held  with  her  firm  soft  clasp  the  dying 
hand  -evidently  not  a  lady's  hand — and 
so  thin  that  once,  in  washing  it,  the  wed- 
ding-ring slipped  off. 

"Don't  put  it  on  again — keep  it  for 
Nanny,"  was  all  the  sick  woman  said;  as 
if  relieved  at  dying  without  that  badge 
of  slavery. 

She  never  asked  for  her  husband,  but 
only  for  Nanny.  And  the  child,  who 
had  none  of  the  looks  and  ways  of  child- 
hood, scarcely  ever  left  her  bedside.  Nan- 
ny was  small,  dark,  and  plain;  exceeding- 
ly like  her  mother;  "not  a  bit  of  a  Tre- 
vena," her  father  said,  apologetically. 
He  evidently  did  not  care  for  her.  Nor, 
candidly  speaking,  did  Susannah  herself 
feel  much  drawn  to  the  little  girl,  except 
for  her  entire  devotion  to  her  poor  mother. 
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During  the  long  night- watches— for, 
feeling  sure  the  end  was  near,  she  had 
never  taken  her  clothes  ott"  since  that  sun- 
ny hour  of  ignorant  ])eace  under  the  aca- 
cia-tree— the  other  mother  satandthouglit ; 
looking  anxiously  ahead — as,  possibh"  be- 
cause Austin  never  did  it,  she  was  prone 
to  do — weighing  well  tlie  case,  and  con- 
sidering every  claim  of  duty,  and  of  that 
mucli  -  belauded  quality,  self-sacrifice, 
which  so  seldom  involves  the  sacrifice  of 
only  one's  self.  It  did  not  here.  To 
take  Nanny  as  a  permanent  inmate — 
which  seemed  the  most  natural  and  right 
thing — would  alter  life  entirely  to  the 
happy  little  family  at  the  rectory.  True, 
Arthur  might  go  to  school,  and  Nanny 
come  in  his  place;  but  could  Susannah 
love  any  child  but  Arthur?  Certainly 
not  Halbert  Trevena's  child.  And  to 
have  him,  the  father,  coming  and  going, 
tormenting  Austin,  x^erhaps  sowing  dis- 
cord between  him  and  her — or  him  and 
Arthur — it  would  be  more  than  she  could 
bear. 

"But  perhaps,"  she  said  to  herself,  "I 
may  not  have  to  bear  it.  He  may  want 
his  daughter  himself,  or" — she  was  almost 
ashamed  of  the  thought,  yet  it  was  true 
— "the  house  which  held  his  daughter 
would  be  the  last  place  where  he  would 
care  to  go." 

She  was  in  a  great  strait;  dreading  con- 
tinually that  the  dying  woman  should 
speak,  and  perhaps  exact  some  death-bed 
promise  that  might  burden  her  whole  fu- 
ture— yet  what  could  she  do  ? 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  second  day,  see- 
ing no  change,  she  snatched  half  an  hour 
of  fresh  air  in  the  peach-tree  walk — "mo- 
ther's thinking-place,"  Arthur  called  it. 
There  had  been  a  letter  from  Arthur,  tell- 
ing how  he  had  not  as  yet  been  "weed- 
ed out,"  as  the  incompetent  boys  were,  day 
by  day — a  hopeful  sign;  but  the  tug  of 
war  was  yet  to  come. 

"And  he  is  all  alone  by  himself — my 
darling  boy  I"  she  thought,  with  the  nat- 
ural mother's  pang  and  mother's  yearn- 
ing; then  remembered  that  other  mother 
who  was  about  to  leave  her  child  "all 
alone  by  itself"— nay,  worse  than  alone 
— forever. 

The  soft  sleepy  summer  day  seemed 
quite  dreadful  in  its  calm.  And  she  could 
speak  to  no  one — least  of  all  to  her  hus- 
band, who  looked  so  worried  and  weary, 
who  tried  to  smile,  while  his  brother 
smoked  in  his  study  and  drank  his  wine, 


and  conversed  with  him  from  morning 
till  night;  loud  talk  —  boasting  talk,  in 
wliich  it  was  a  severe  brain  exercise  to 
distinguish  what  was  truth  and  what 
were,  in  plain  English,  lies. 

Doubtless  he  was  at  it  now,  for  she 
could  smell  a  cigar  in  the  summer-house; 
but  the  second  voice  there  was  not  the 
rectors — it  was  the  low  whimpering  of  a 
child. 

She  had  meant  to  avoid  the  spot;  but 
now  she  walked  right  toward  it.  Susan- 
nah had  one  great  weakness — she  never 
could  hear  a  child  cry  without  going  to 
see  what  was  amiss. 

There  stood  Captain  Trevena  with  his 
little  girl  befoi'e  him.  He  held  her  by  the 
shoulders,  and  was  shaking  her  as  a  big 
dog  shakes  a  hare.  And  not  unlike  a 
hunted  hare's  was  the  look  of  those  fright- 
ened, pathetic  eyes. 

"I'll  teach  you  to  hide  things  from 
your  father!"  he  was  saying,  in  a  voice 
very  different  from  his  bland  conversa- 
tion tone.  "Wait  till  your  mother  is 
dead,  and  then —  Once  more — w^here  does 
she  keep  tluit  diamond  ring  f 

"Mother  made  me  promise  not  to  tell 
anvbodv — and  I  won't  tell,"  sobbed  the 
cliild. 

"You  won't  ?  Then  take  that — and  that 
— and  that." 

With  each  word  came  a  blow  —  what 
the  advocates  of  corporal  punishment  for 
children  would  call  "just  a  box  on  the 
ear."  But  blows  they  were;  and  they 
rang  loudly  on  either  side  of  the  poor 
little  head — the  head  with  the  delicate 
brain. 

Susannah  darted  forward.  "Brute!" 
she  muttered,  beneath  her  breath,  and 
snatched  Nann}^  out  of  reach  of  the  fa- 
ther's hand — the  hand,  nominally  that  of 
a  man  and  a  gentleman,  lifted  against  a 
child.  Taking  the  little  girl  in  her  arms 
— though  ten  years  old,  Nanny  was  pite- 
ously  small  and  light — Mrs.  Trevena  faced 
her  brother-in-law  with  flashing  eyes. 

Brutes  are  almost  always  cowards.  Cap- 
tain Trevena's  rage  evaporated  in  the 
mildest  politeness. 

"I  am  sorry  you  should  have  come  at 
such  an  inopportune  moment.  A  little 
wholesome  chastisement— all  parents  must 
have  the  pain  of  administering  it  some- 
times. But  perhaps  your  boy  is  so  per- 
fect that  he  never  requires  whipping." 

' '  I  should  scorn  to  whip  him.  I  should 
feel  that  every  blow  I  gave  to  him  was  a 
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degTadation  to  myself.  And  for  your 
cliild — touch  her  a^-aiii  if  you  dare!'" 

Then  the  superficial  gloss  melted  off, 
aud  the  '*  brute"  nature — harsli  word  but 
true! — reasserted  itself. 

•'  You  had  better  not  interfere  between 
me  and  Xanny.  I'll  do  as  I  like  with  my 
own." 

"You  will  not."  said  Susannah,  reso- 
lutely. "  Xo  man's  child  is  his  own  to 
do  as  lie  likes  wirh.  He  must  be  a  true 
parent  or  he  has  no  parental  rig'lus  at  all. 
Nanny!  liitle  Xanny !" 

But  the  child  heard  Tiothing*.  She  had 
fainted. 

"You  see?"  said  Susannah,  showing- 
the  white  little  face  which  lay  on  her 
shoulder.  "  Xow  go.  It  is  the  best  thing 
you  can  do." 

Slie  said  not  another  word — her  scorn 
was  too  great.  Under  it  he  slunk  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  garden — where, 
half  an  hour  afterward.  Avhen  Xanny  was 
quite  recovered,  having  made  no  word  of 
complaint  or  explanation  except  "Don't 
tell  mother,"  he  was  seen  walking  and 
smoking'  with  leisurely  grace,  just  as  if 
nothing  had  happened. 

From  that  moment  Mrs. Tre vena's  mind 
was  made  up.  She  did  not  feel  particu- 
larly drawn  to  Xanny.  who  was  not  an 
interesting  child:  but  she  was  a  child. 
and  every  womanly  and  motherly  feeling 
in  Susannah's  nature  revolted  from  the 
thought  of  her  being  left  helpless,  mother- 
less, in  the  hands  of  such  a  father. 

"  I  don't  want  to  do  it — I  would  prefer 
not  to  do  it."  she  said  to  her  husband  in 
the  few  minutes'  talk  they  had  together 
that  night.  "But  there  is  no  alternative. 
When  Xanny *s  mother  dies,  we  must  take 
the  child." 

"I  suppose  we  must,"  said  Austin, with 
a  troubled  air.  "  But  she  is  not  the  least 
bit  of  a  Trevena." 

"Xo,  thank  God  I"  Susannah  was  on 
the  point  of  saying,  but  stopped,  and  lean- 
ing down,  kissed  the  wrinkled  brow  that 
she  had  loved  ever  since  it  was  smooth 
and  young.  "You  are  the  best  man  I 
ever  knew  in  all  my  life.  You  do  your 
duty,  whatever  comes.  Do  it  still.  Austin, 
and — so  shall  I." 

Before  settling-  again  to  her  nightly 
watch  she  tucked  up  little  Xanny  in  her 
sofa-bed,  and  kissed  her — kindly  rather 
than  tenderly.  She  felt  kindly  to  every 
child,  but  she  had  no  heart  of  love  for 
any  but  Arthur.     Then,  seeing  Nanny's 


mother  was  watching  her — apparentlv 
wide-awake,  and  wishing  to  talk— she 
came  and  sat  down  by  the  bedside,  pre- 
pared for  whatever  might  happen. 

"  X^anny  is  fast  asleep;  she  was  rather 
tired.     She  is  a  good  little  girl." 

The  gentle  whisper  was  answered  by  a 
faint  pressure  of  Susannah's  hand.  * '  Y'es, 
very  good.  I  want  to  speak  to  you — 
about  Xanny." 

It  was  nol  an  hour  for  disguising  or 
delaying  the  truth.  Still,  Mi^.  Trevena 
could  not  help  saying,  ''By-and-by,  when 
you  are  better." 

■■  I  shall  never  be  better.  I  don't  want 
to  be  better — I  want  to  die — except  for 
Xanny."  And  as  she  spoke,  very  feebly 
and  faintly,  two  great  tears  stole  from  the 
dynig  eyes  and  rolled  down  the  wasted 
cheeks. 

All  the  mother  in  Susannah's  heart 
yearned  over  this  other  mother,  obliged 
to  go  and  leave  her  child  alone  in  a  cruel 
world.  She  paused  a  minute,  and  then 
said,  though  feeling  keenly  all  that  the 
promise  involved,  and  how  hard  a  sacri- 
tice  it  was  to  njake  it :  "Be  content  about 
X'anny.  We — my  husband  and  I — will 
always  take  care  of  her." 

To  her  astonishment,  the  sick  woman, 
instead  of  showing  gratitude,  fell  into  an 
agony  of  distress. 

"  Xo — no — no.  It  is  the  last  thing  I 
should  wish.  Let  her  be  taken  right 
away — ^brought  up  anyhow,  anywhere — 
but  not  with  the  Trevenas.  Xo  Trevenas 
— no  Trevenas."  she  kept  muttering,  while 
shudder  after  shudder  passed  over  her. 

Mrs.  Trevena  felt  neither  anger  nor 
pain — not  even  surprise.  In  her  sister-in- 
law's  place  she  knew  she  should  have  said 
the  same.  There  have  been  mothers — she 
could  understand  it — who  would  rather 
see  their  children  die  than  leave  them  iu 
the  hands  of  their  father. 

"I  am  not  a  Trevena."  she  said,  sooth- 
ingly.     * '  Can  you  not  trust  me  ■" 

The  dying  eyes  opened,  and  the  two 
women — both  mothers — looked  fixedly  at 
each  other.  What  different  faces!  what 
different  lives!  But  was  it  entirely  Fate 
that  had  done  it  !  Do  we  not  constantly 
see  some  women  who  conquer  Fate,  and 
make  peace  out  of  misery  ■  while  others 
throw  away  the  happiest  lot  and  convert 
it  into  woe  ?  However,  this  is  a  mystery 
which  none  can  unravel :  Susannah  nev- 
er attempted  to  do  so. 

She  took  her  sister-in-law's  hand,  and 
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by  degrees  succeeded  in  winning  from  lier 
enough  confidence  to  get  some  light  on 
the  dark  future. 

It  seemed  the  woman's  one  hope  in  com- 
ing to  England  had  been  that  she  might 
live  long  enough  to  place  her  child  with 
her  own  former  governess — a  Miss  Gro- 
gan — who  kept  a  small  school  at  Bath, 
and  would  educate  Nanny,  whether  paid 
or  not  paid,  until  she  could  earn  her  own 
living:  and  also  protect  her  from  the  one 
person  in  the  world  against  whom  she  re- 
quired protection — her  father. 

"Miss  Grogan  knows  everything;  she 
was  with  us  in  Australia;  she  is  altogeth- 
er faithful.  Take  Nanny  to  her— take 
her  yourself,  and  don't  tell  him  the  ad- 
dress. Nanny  knows  it — only  Nanny. 
Hide  the  child  from  him — hide  her  I  If  I 
could  only  hide  her  with  me  in  the  grave! 
She  would  be  safe  there." 

"She  shall  be  Siife— I  will  see  to  that. 
Be  satisfied." 

Susannah's  low,  firm  voice  and  reassur- 
ing clasp  seemed  to  bring  some  comfort 
to  the  miserable  woman,  whose  misery 
would  soon  be  past.  For  such  as  she 
there  is  no  refuge  except  death ;  and  her 
sister-in-law  knew  it. 

"Yes,  I  think  I  may  trust  you — as  you 
said,  you  are  not  a  Trevena.    Look  here !" 

Opening  her  night  dress,  she  showed, 
suspended  round  her  neck,  a  valuable 
ring.  In  the  dim  candle-light  the  stone — 
one  huge  diamond — glittered  with  a  ghast- 
ly brightness  on  the  poor  withered  breast, 
little  more  than  skin  and  bone. 

"When  I  am  dead,  take  care  of  this. 
My  father  found  it  at  Ballarat,  and  left  it  to 
Nanny.  It  is  all  she  has.  Don't  let  him 
see  it — don't  let  him  get  it.  You  promise  ?" 
*     "I  promise." 

And  for  the  first  time  Susannah  kissed 
her  sister-in-law.  When  her  lips  touched 
the  brow,  she  felt  the  death-damp* already 
gathering  there.  A  violent  fit  of  cough- 
ing came  on,  and  after  that  there  was  quiet. 

Should  she  disturb  this  last  hour  of 
peace?  Susannah  decided  not.  Should 
she  call  the  household— or  fetch  the  hus- 
band who  was  such  only  in  name,  and  in 
reality  a  torment  and  a  terror,  to  trouble 
the  dying  woman  ?  The  poor  soul  wished 
for  nobody,  asked  for  nobody ;  except  that 
toward  dawn,  when  there  was  a  faint  twit- 
ter of  sparrows  under  the  eaves  outside, 
she  opened  her  eyes  and  looked  wistfully 
round. 

"  Where's  Nanny  ?" 


"Asleep  on  her  sofa  there;  but  I  can 
lift  her  and  put  her  beside  you." 

"  Please,  yes.  Thank  you.  God  bless 
you  I"  Many  a  year  after,  Susannah  re- 
membered that  benediction. 

She  lifted  the  little  girl,  who  half  waked 
up,  and  then  with  a  contented  murmur 
put  her  arm  round  her  mother's  neck  and 
went  to  sleep  again.  Susannah  would 
have  moved  it — the  little  soft  arm,  heavy 
w^ith  sleep— but  the  mother  refused. 

"No,  no!     Don't  disturb  the  child." 

Tliey  were  her  last  words. 

!Mrs.  Trevena  had  watched  by  many  a 
death-bed,  but  this  one  was  so  peaceful 
that  she  hardly  recognized  it  was  such. 
Mother  and  child  dropped  asleep  together 
so  quietly  and  naturally  that  she  thought 
the  end  might  not  come  for  a  good  while 
yet.  She  sat.  watching  the  daybreak 
grow,  little  by  little,  full  of  many  and 
anxious  thoughts,  that  wandered  far  away 
into  the  dim  future,  making  her  forget  the 
present.  At  last,  hearing  the  church 
clock  strike  five,  she  rose  softly  to  undraw 
the  curtain,  and  returning  to  the  bed,  look- 
ed at  the  sleepers. 

He  had  come — the  great  Divider.  The 
child  was  breathing  softly,  in  the  deepest, 
happiest  slumber;  the  mother — yes!  she 
slept  too:  she  would  never  wake  to  sor- 
row any  more. 

Su.sannah  lifted  Nanny  in  her  arms, 
covered  her  face  with  a  shawl,  and  car- 
ried her,  still  fast  asleep,  into  the  next 
I'oom,  where  she  laid  her  down  in  Arthur's 
bed.  Then  she  came  back,  closed  the  eyes 
and  straightened  the  limbs  of  the  dead, 
and,  kneeling  by  the  bedside,  wept,  as  she 
never  thought  she  should  have  wept  for 
Halbert  Trevena's  wife;  scarcely  with 
grief,  but  with  a  tenderness  the  memory 
of  which  never  departed  from  her  heart. 

When  Captain  Trevena  descended  to  his 
usual  late  and  solitary  breakfast  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  his  wife's  death,  which 
he  took  so  easily  as  quite  to  relieve  Mi's. 
Trevena's  conscience  for  not  having  sum- 
moned him  before. 

"Poor  dear  girl!  Well,  it  was  to  be 
expected.  I  hope  she  did  not  suffer  at  the 
last?" 

But  whether  or  not  she  had  suffered,  or 
how  and  when  she  died,  he  did  not  stay  to 
hear.  His  brother  w^as  a  great  deal  more 
moved  than  he.  Still,  neither  of  them 
asked  to  enter  the  room,  where,  sweeter 
far  in  death  than  in  life,  the  dead  wife  and 
mother  lay. 
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It  was  not  till  nearly  mid-day  that  Mrs. 
Trevena,  who  had  left  Nanny  still  sound 
asleep  in  Arthur's  bed,  heard  through  the 
silent  house  a  wild  cry,  and  found  the  child 
standing",  half  dressed  as  she  was,  batter- 
ing frantically  against  the  locked  door, 
and  screaming  aloud  for  "Mother!" 

How  Susannah  got  through  the  next 
half-hour  she  hardly  knew — how  she  man- 
aged to  tell  the  child  the  truth,  and  grad- 
ually to  quiet  her  despair.  But  in  such 
crises  words  often  come  which  seem  like 
inspirations;  and  there  was  in  Susannah's 
very  silence,  in  the  touch  of  her  hand  and 
her  kiss,  something  so  essentially  motherly 
that  the  motherless  child  at  last  sobbed 
herself  to  sleep  on  her  bosom,  and  was 
again  laid  in  Arthur's  bed. 

Then  Mrs.  Trevena  went  to  her  own ; 
and,  overcome  with  sheer  exhaustion,  she 
too  fell  asleep. 

When  she  woke  up — tight,  rough,  boy- 
ish arms  were  round  her  neck,  and  she  was 
almost  smothered  in  kisses. 

"Mammy,  mammy.  I've  come  back, 
and  I'm  on  the  Roll — fifth  on  the  Roll. 
I've  beaten  ninety  boys,  though  I  never 
went  to  school.  Next  term  I  shall  be  a 
Winchester  boy,  and  in  five  years  more 
an  Oxford  man — for  I'll  try  to  get  to  New 
College.  I  will,  mother !  How  glad  you'll 
be!" 

And  Arthur  was  very  much  astonished 
to  find  his  mother  weeping  on  his  neck 
as  he  had  never  seen  her  weep  in  all  his 
life  before.  His  had  been  such  a  happy 
young  life;  so  entirely  free  from  the 
shadow  of  death — from  every  shadow  of 
every  kind  —  that  no  wonder  he  was 
startled. 

He  had  rushed  in  with  his  joyful  news, 
to  find  the  house  empty  and  silent;  for 
the  two  brothers  were  in  the  church-yard 
choosing  a  grave,  and  the  servants  were 
all  in  the  kitchen  "  talking  things  over." 
No  one  had  seen  him  arrive,  or  told  him 
anything. 

"I  ran  into  the  dining-room,  and  the 
parlor,  and  then  up  to  my  room — there's 
a  queer  little  girl  fast  aleep  in  my  bed — 
and  then  I  ran  in  here.  Mother,  what  is 
the  matter  ?  Why  do  you  cry  ?  Who 
has  been  vexing  you  ?" 

Mrs.  Trevena  made  her  son  sit  down 
by  her — happy  living  child  and  living 
mother ! — and  explained  all  that  had  hap- 
pened. 

Some  men,  and  boys  too,  have  that  best 
characteristic  of  true  manhood  —  tender- 
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ness  over  the  weak  and  the  suffering. 
Mrs.  Trevena  had  seen  it  in  Arthur  be- 
fore now,  but  never  so  plainly  as  when  he 
went  with  her— of  his  own  accord— "to 
comfort  poor  little  Nanny." 

Nanny  was  awake,  crying  quietly,  but 
not  troubling  anybody ;  it  seemed  to  have 
been  the  law  of  her  young  life  that  she 
was  not  to  trouble  anybody. 

"I  have  brought  my  son  to  see  you, 
Nanny.  Kiss  her,  Arthur."  And  the 
two  children,  with  the  wonderful  free- 
masonry of  childhood,  kissed  one  another 
and  made  friends  immediately. 

They  were  a  great  contrast ;  one  so  big 
and  tall  and  strong;  handsome  too — 
bright-looking  as  bright-hearted ;  the  oth- 
er puny,  dark,  and  plain — nothing  at  all 
attractive  about  her  except  large  pitiful 
brown  eyes,  as  pathetic  as  a  hunted  deer's. 
She  looked  up  in  the  big  boy's  face,  as  if 
wondering  if  he  too  were  going  to  hurt 
her — and  then  she  began  to  smile. 

Arthur  took  hold  of  the  child's  hand— 
he  evidently  thought  her  the  merest  baby — 
and  proposed  that  she  should  go  with  him 
to  see  his  big  Newfoundland,  Nero,  and 
his  pretty  pigeons.     And  Nanny  w^ent. 

Thankfully  Mrs.  Trevena  saw  that  Ar- 
thur comforted  the  poor  little  girl  twen- 
ty times  better  than  she  could  have  done. 
And  it  gladdened  her  to  notice  that  dur- 
ing the  next  dreary  three  days  he  did 
not  forsake  the  shut-up  house,  or  get  wea- 
ry of  the  heart-broken  and  often  fretful 
child.  That  deep  pity  which  is  always 
deepest  in  the  strongest  hearts,  had  been 
awakened  in  the  boy.  He  was  chival- 
rous, tender,  and  patient  too,  with  poor 
Nanny,  to  a  degree  that  his  mother  had 
hardly  thought  possible  in  a  lively,  active 
lad  of  ihirteen.  But  she  rejoiced — as  she 
did  in  every  new  development  of  charac- 
ter which  foretold  what  sort  of  man  her 
"King"  Arthur  would  become. 

He  seemed  to  have  quite  forgotten  his 
own  success,  which  Mr.  Hardy  said  had 
been  most  remarkable.  Not  a  word  was 
spoken  about  Winchester  until  the  days 
of  busy  quiet  with  "death  in  the  house" 
were  ended,  and  Nanny's  mother  had 
been  laid  to  rest  in  the  church- vard  close 

by. 

Nanny  was  not  at  the  funeral — nor  Ar- 
thur. Mrs.  Trevena  sent  the  children 
away  for  a  long  walk  across  country, 
and  when  they  came  back  the  blinds  were 
all  drawn  up  and  the  house  looking  as 
usual.     So  Nanny's  last  remembrance  of 
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Imr  rnoUior  wiiH— as  Mrs.  Trnvona  liad  dc 
torniiricd  il.  should  })0-  that  j)oacM'ful  fall- 
iiitr  ash-cp  with  licr  arm  round  lifr  iH'<k, 
as    s<;enn;d    to    liavo    bocri     tin;    l»al)it,    of 
yoars, 

(Japtain  Trcvcna  followed  his  wife  to 
th<i  ^n-avc!  with  (hur  decorum,  and  in  a 
now  suit  of  h(3st  hlacU  (rlotln-s,  ]»rovid('d 
by  liis  hroth(T.  Outsidors  mi^^ht  liavo 
tliou^ht  lio  monrnod  sirirt^rcdy  tlio  wife 
wlioso  Iif<;  he  had  mad<!  iillerly  miserable. 
Pcrrliaps  he  <lid  re«rret  her     for  a  day. 

All  that  (!veniiij,^  Ik;  was  ratlier  subdued 
and  f^rave;  spoke  kindly  to  his  dauj^^liter, 
and  a|)proved  of  Ikm*  mourning'"  dress  ar- 
ran^'-ed,  likeeverytliintjelse,  l)y  her  "kind 
est  of  aunts"  to  vvhoiri  h<!  h;ft  every  re 
sponsibility.  Kxcrept  a  passing?  remark 
about  "a  Jitth-.  rinfc  «'»-  «'>»'t'  <>f  erystal,  of 
no  parlicuiar  VMlu(5"~-wliieh,  if  slie  found, 
1m5  should  like  to  liave,  "to  wear  in  re- 
memhran<'(;  of  my  late  dear  wif<;"  e.xeept 
this  observation,  which  Mrs.  Trevena 
never  aiisw<'r(rd,  lie  askc^d  no  ([uestion 
about  anythinjr.  Tn  truth,  there  was  no 
tliin«,^  to  in(|uire  .•i})out.  Save  the  cloUies 
they  liad  on,  mother  and  cliild  se«'med 
to  hav(5  ])OSsessed  scarcely  a  i-a^''  in  the 
world. 

Captain  Trevena  was  Ix'tter  olV.  And 
when  at  supper  time  he  announcM^d  \]iid 
ho  should  W.I  lit  liol)  liates  to  carry  his 
])ortmant(;au  to  tli<;  nearest  station,  as  he 
tliou'^'-lit  of  ir:<)\nf>;  to  London  -"  for  a,  few 
days'  r(!st  and  clnm^e''  nobody  allempt 
ed  to  liinder  him. 

lie  went,  and  it  was  a  r(dief  wlien  lie, 
was  f^oiu;.  To  s(;(;  N.'uiny,  whom  he  had 
forgott(!n  to  say  ^ood-by  to,  break  into  a, 
broad  smih;  of  happiness  wIkmi  told  h(;r 
father  had  depai-ted,  was  th(;  most  i)iteous 
cond(Mnn;»tion  that  any  father  could  hav(; 
earncMl, 

'^  Moiliei',  1  liate  that  man!  He  is  no 
mor(;  lik(i  my  ])apa  than  -than  -  '  words 
faii(Hl  to  Arthur's  youthful  indif^nation. 
"I'll  never  call  him  'uncle'  as  lonj^  jis  I 
live." 

"You  need  not,"  answered  tiic;  motlier, 
^•I'MA'cly.  "He;  is  not  your  uiK-ie,  .iikI 
Nanny  is  not  your  cousin;  but  you  can 
always  call  her  so." 

"i  will! -and  I'll  i)rot(;ct  hvr  to  tlio 
end  of  my  days."  And  Arthur  looked  as 
if  Ik;  kiu\w  how  much  she  ne(!d(Hl  protec- 
tion, whicli  very  lik<dy  he  did  know, 
thou<^'li  with  th(5  not  uncommon  i-eticenco 
of  childhood  tlK;  two  youn*;'  creatures 
k(;pt  their  counsel.      It  had  been  one  of 


the  chiv.ilrous  teachin^cs  (jf  "  Kin;^"  Ar- 
thur's nK)lliei-  to  her  hoy — "Never  com- 
plain." 

No  one  was  much  sui'prised,  or  verv 
soi'ry,  when  a  whoh;  week  passed  and 
( !a|)tain  Tn^vena  did  not  reappear.  Mean 
time  Mrs.  'J'revena,  who  never  let  ^i*ass 
^row  urKler  hcrr  feet  when  tlurre  was  any 
tliinj^  to  h(;  done,  had  written  to  tla;  ad- 
dress whi<;h  Nanny  ^ave  lu'r  -IIk;  child 
was  a  curious  mi.xtun'  of  l)abyishiicss  and 
sad  ])recocity  aiul  had  I'cceived  a  neatly 
writti'ii  aiKl  kindly  worded  letter  signed 
"Anastasia  (iro^-an,"  saving,'  the;  writei* 
would  Ih;  j^lad  to  receive;  her  goddaughter 
imuK-diately  in  her  (piiet  hoUK;  at  Jiath. 

"  I  will  tak(;  Nanny  there  myself,"  said 
Susannah,  e.xplaininf^  to  her  husband  the 
dead  nK)ther's  wish,  and  ob(;yin<^  it  by 
not  even  tellin*^  him  Miss  (irojcan's  ad- 
dress: Austin  was  too  tendei'-ln^arted  to 
be  trust(;d  with  a  s(;cret  thai  concerned 
his  (dever  bi'other.  "And  I  think-  I  will 
tak<;  her  at  om*(;." 

Vov  she;  f(dt  that  with  the  then  e.xistin^'^ 
l^aijxlish  law,  which  even  yet  maintains 
tin*,  lietion  of  niedia'val  and  aiK-ient  days 
that  a  man's  wif(;  and  children  are  his 
mere,  jroods  and  (thattels  to  deal  with  as  he 
chooses,  it  would  not  b(;  saf(!  to  wait  (Jap- 
tain  'J'r<;v(!na's  i-etui'ii. 

Susannah  was  not  a  c()ward.  S1k5  was 
det(;rmined,  by  fair  iiK-ans  oi*  foul,  to 
snatch  this  poor  innoc(;nt — a  fr'ivl  too — 
out  of  hei"  fathc^r's  hands;  to  circumvent 
him,  and  the;  law  too  if  nec(!ssary,  by  all 
possible  means.  SIk;  had  no  (conscience 
stin'^'-s   -no  scM'Uple  about  j)arental   rif^hts 

tlK;r(;  can  b(5  ik)  rij^hts  vvIk^I'O  duties  an* 
left  unfullilled. 

"God  ^avo  me  no  children,"  she  sijifh 
ed  to  b(!rself,  as  she  watched  Arthur  and 
Nanny  at  l>lay  in  the  g-arden — Nanny  had 
blossoirK^d  out  like  a  iIow(;r  in  that  one 
we(;k's  peace  and  lov(;.  *M5ut  I  have 
saved  one  child:  jx^i-haps  it  may  bo  His 
will  that  I  shall  lKd|)  to  sav(i  anoth(;r." 

So  OIK'  line  morning-  -  huivin^-  a  line  for 
Austin,  who  had  ^oik;  to  a  diocesan  meet 
\\\<j;  sIk;  started  with  the  two,  for  sIk; 
dai'ed  not  l(!av(5  Arthur  behind,  and  be- 
sid(;s  h(5  was  (company  for  Nanny.  II(;r 
h(;art  melt(;d  as  sh(;  wrot(;  tin;  brief  iiot(;, 
almost  tlK5  (irst  since  her  marriaj^e,  to  her 
"  Ixsloved  husl)a,n(l,"  fi'om  whom  she  had 
never  been  i)art<;d  for  a  day.  She  kn(;w 
licr  departure  would  vex  nnd  ^'■rievo  liiin, 
but  ho  would  b(;  ejad  aftc^rward.  For 
sometimes,  in   the;  r(^li<^f  and  peace  of  his 
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brother's  absence,  the  rector  had  beg-un  to 
notice  his  little  niece,  and  once  had  even 
taken  her  on  his  knee,  and  remarked  that 
she  had  "the  Trevena  hands." 

"She  is,  after  all,  the  last  of  the  Tre- 
venas — his  own  flesh  and  blood:  if  I  can 
save  her,  Austin  will  be  glad." 

So  thought  the  faithful  wife — faithful 
though  stern — as  the  train  whirled  her 
away  to  Bath,  she  sitting  silent,  and  her 
two  "children"  opposite,  chattering  like  a 
couple  of  magpies.  Two  children — nei- 
ther of  them  her  own,  yet  God  seemed  to 
have  given  them  to  her,  and  she  accepted 
the  trust.  If  she  could  only  make  them 
His  children,  her  life  would  not  have 
been  in  vain. 

Had  Miss  Grogan  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory, she  had  determined,  at  all  risk  and 
cost,  to  bring  Nanny  back  to  the  rectory; 
but  it  was  needless.  She  found  a  bright 
little  house,  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
pleasant  Bath  hills,  and  in  it  a  bright  lit- 
tle woman — Irish  certainly,  but  of  that 
type  of  Irish  woman  which  English  folk 
are  so  slow  to  believe  in.  Tidy,  accurate, 
methodical;  keeping  her  house  "in  ap- 
ple-pie order,"  and  herself  "as  neat  as  a 
new  pin";  to  these  proverbially  un-Irish 
qualities  Miss  Grogan  added  others,  which 
even  enemies  allow  to  the  children  of  the 
Emerald  Isle — a  warm  heart,  a  blithe 
spirit,  quick  sympathy,  and  ready  gener- 
osity. Withal,  that  most  desirable  thing 
in  man  or  woman — courage.  Elderly  as 
she  w^as,  there  was  a  sparkle  in  Miss  Gro- 
gan's  soft  Irish  eyes  which  showed  that 
she  knew  how  to  defend  a  friend  and  to 
face  a  foe.  Susannah  felt  instinctively 
that  the  poor  feeble  dead  woman  had 
judged  rightly.  Here  was  the  right  per- 
son to  bring  up,  and  if  necessary  to  pro- 
tect, the  worse  than  orphan  child. 

"Yes,  I  know  him,"  was  all  Miss  Gro- 
gan said  of  Halbert  Trevena.  "I  agree 
with  you;  the  best  thing  we  can  do  for 
Nanny  is  never  to  mention  her  father's 
name,  '  Non  ragionam  de  lor,  ma  guarda  e 
passa,'"  added  she,  with  a  little  innocent 
pedantry — she  was  evidently  a  well-edu- 
cated woman.     And  so  the  subject  ended. 

For  a  long  time  the  godmother  refused 
to  accept  any  money  for  Nanny,  but  final- 
ly her  Irish  pride  had  to  submit  to  her  ev- 
idently narrow  means  and  the  practical 
common-sense  of  Mrs.  Trevena:  and  it 
was  agreed  that  a  fair  annual  payment 
should  be  guaranteed  by  Nanny's  uncle 
and  aunt,  if  they  both  lived. 


"  And  if  we  die, "  said  Susannah, ' '  there 
is  still  this  diamond  ring." 

"I  know  it  of  old." 

' '  He  says  it  is  '  of  no  particular  value. ' " 

"Let  us  find  out,"  was  the  answer,  with 
a  smile  that  might  have  been  called  sar- 
castic, had  not  Miss  Grogan  been  such  a 
very  pleasant  old  lady. 

So  the  two  elders  went — the  two  chil- 
dren following— down  into  the  pleasant 
streets  of  Bath,  to  a  jeweller's  there,  and 
found  that  the  diamond,  though  roughly 
set,  was  of  great  value — probably  worth 
three  or  four  hundred  pounds. 

Susannah  breathed  with  new  relief  and 
thankfulness. 

"Then,  in  any  case,  the  child  will  not 
be  destitute.  Should  we  die  before  she  is 
grown  up,  it  will  suffice  to  educate  her. 
Do  you  hear,  Nanny?"  for  she  felt  it  bet- 
ter that  the  child,  who  knew  so  much, 
should  know  everything.  "This  ring  is 
yours,  your  grandfather's  gift:  it  is  worth 
several  hundred  pounds,  and  you  shall 
have  it  when  you  are  twenty-one,  or  when 
you  marry." 

"  I  don't  mean  to  marry — mamma  told 
me  not — it  would  only  make  me  misera- 
ble," said  the  child,  her  tears  beginning 
to  flow,  as  they  always  did  when  she  spoke 
of  her  mother;  but  the  consoler  was  at 
hand.  She  turned  to  him  gratefully — 
"Yes,  I  think  I  will  marry — I'll  marry 
you.  Cousin  Arthur — and  then  you  will 
get  the  diamond  ring." 

Arthur  blushed  —  school-boy  fashion; 
and  Miss  Grogan  said,  primly,  "My  dear, 
you  are  too  young  to  talk  about  such 
things."  Mrs.  Trevena  said  nothing,  but 
was  conscious  of  a  queer  sensation,  scarce- 
ly an  arrow — more  like  a  pin-prick — at 
her  heart,  for  which  she  laughed  at  her- 
self, but  did  not  get  rid  of  it — not  for 
days. 

She  left  Nanny  quite  content,  for  her 
godmother  was  evidently  well  remember- 
ed by  her ;  and  there  had  appeared  at  tea- 
time  two  little  girls,  Australian-born,  who 
had  been  confided  to  Miss  Grogan  for  ed- 
ucation. These  young  companions  less- 
ened the  grief  of  parting  with  Arthur: 
and  Arthur  himself  seemed  to  feel  he  had 
done  his  utmost  duty  to  "only  a  girl," 
and  might  now  plunge  back  into  boy  life, 
and  tell  his  mother  all  about  the  delight 
of  Winchester. 

No  tongue  can  tell  the  relief  it  was  when 
Susannah  found  herself  sitting  in  the  rec- 
tory parlor  —  alone  with  her  very  own 
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two,  }ier  husband  and  son,  and  nobody 
else!  The  storm  liad  come  and  ^one;  she 
liad  borne  it,  liad  doiH^  lior  duty  throuj^li 
it — her  utmost  duly — and  now  tlie  sky 
was  clear,  at  hsast  for  a  time. 

Alas,  no!  When  Arthur  went  to  bed 
she  told  her  hus])and  as  nuieii  as  it  seemed 
desiraljle  to  tell  a})out  litth^  Nanny's  af- 
fairs, U)  which  Mr.  Trevena  listened  with 
his  usual  absent- mindedne.ss.  The  wor- 
ried look  gradually  returned  to  his  face; 
till  at  last,  when  Susannah  asked  the  nat- 
ural question,  "Any  hitters  ^"  he  drew 
one  out  of  his  jxx'kct.  It  was  the  long- 
familiar  handwriting  that  always  fore- 
boded troubh;. 

"This  came  yesterday,  but  1  would  not 
answer  it  till  you  returned  home.  Read 
it,  and  tell  mo  what  you  think." 

It  was  one  of  those  lucky  cliances  which 
few  men's  lives  are  (juite  without,  \vhi(rh 
had  come  again  and  again  to  Halb(M*t  Tre- 
vena, and  l)een  thrown  away.  An  old 
friend  of  the  family,  whom  he  had  just 
met  accidentally,  after  having  lost  sight 
of  for  years,  had  otl'ered  him  a  situation 
abroad,  at  a  tea-garden  in  Ceylon  ;  a  h())i(i 
fide  oll'er,  for  he  enclosed  the  letter  i  n  wh  ich 
it  was  made — a  most  kind  letter  from  an 
old  man  who  scarcely  knew  anything  of 
him,  ex(M^.])t  that  he  was  a  Tin^'ena.  It 
seemed  to  have  touched  that  callous  heart. 
Though  there  would  be  hard  work  and  lit- 
tle pay,  Hal  wished  to  accept  the  situation, 
and  asked  liis  brother  "  for  really  the  last 
time"  to  assist  him  ;  to  ])ay  his  ])assage  and 
give  him  a  small  out  lit  to  begin  "a  new 
life  in  a  new  laiul." 

"  He  may  prosper*  there,  he  is  so  clever," 
said  Austin.  "And  not  very  old — only  a 
year  older  than  I."  Indeed,  he  looked 
much  younger,  having  such  a  splendid 
physique,  and  what  some  cynical  i)hysi- 
cian  has  called  the  secret  of  long  life  — "a 
good  digestion,  and  no  heart  to  speak  of." 
"Who  knows,  Susannah,  but  that  poor 
Hal  might  do  well  yet?" 

Susannah,  loath  to  wound  this  pathetic, 
lingering  fraternal  love,  replied  that  it 
was  "just  possible."  At  any  rate,  she  felt 
that  some  sacrifice  was  worth  making,  if 
only  to  get  rid  of  him. 

So  the  money  was  sent,  though  not  in 
coin,  the  passage  being  paid  to  the  shi})'s 
agent,  and  the  outfitter's  bill  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  rectory:  precautions  not 
unnecessary.  Hal  did  not  resent  them: 
he  never  resented  anything,  and  always 
accepted  everything.      About  his  daugh- 


ter he  asked  not  a  single  question,  nor 
even  named  her,  until  his  farewell  letter, 
when,  apologizing  for  having  no  time  to 
come  to  Tawton,  he  said  that  he  left  her 
"  with  (uitin?  confidence"  to  tlie  care  of 
her  uncle  and  aunt. 

"Poor  fellow!  j)erhaps  I  may  never 
set  eyes  on  him  again.  The  climate  of 
Ceylon  is  very  bad,  they  say.  Would 
there  be  any  chance  of  seeing  him  off  from 
Southampton  ?" 

TluM'e  was  a  ])athos  in  Mr.  Trevena's  look 
which  his  wife  could  not  resist.  Much 
as  it  often  irritated  her,  she  could  not  but 
see,  with  a  tetiderness  ai)pr()aching  to  rev- 
erence', how  dcM'p  in  this  good  man's  heart 
lay  that  divines  chai'ity  which  "Ixdieveth 
all  things,  hopeth  all  things."  The  jour- 
ney would  be  a  trouble  and  expense,  and 
the  family  finances  were  already  sorely 
strained — would  be  more  so  by  the  pay- 
nuuit  for  Nann}'.  Not  for  Arthur:  oh, 
with  what  glad  ])ri(le  did  she  reflect  that 
Arthur's  education  would  cost  Mr.  Trcn^'iia 
almost  nothing!  She  calculated  a  little, 
and  then  said, 

"If  you  like,  Austin,  we  will  go  to 
Southampton  at  once." 

"You  too?"'  he  said,  joyfully.  And 
they  started,  their  first  journey  together 
for  many  a  long  year.  It  felt  almost  like 
a  honey-moon. 

Susannah  had  almost  expected  not  to 
see  her  brother-in-law,  but  he  was  there. 
He  seemed  really  to  have  "turned  over  a 
new  leaf,"  as  people  say,  though,  alas!  the 
new  leaf  often  gets  as  blurred  and  blotted 
as  the  old  one.  He  met  them  with  even 
more  than  his  customary  enipresHemoit, 
and  the  'ti'io  had  a  peaceful  and  pleasant 
dinner  together  at  the  hotel  before  join- 
ing that  company,  sad  and  strange,  which 
goes  on  board  every  P.  and  O.  steamer 
with  last  farewells. 

Their  adieux  were,  however,  no  heart- 
break to  any  one.  Captain  Trevena  was 
in  exuberant  spirits.  The  newly  made 
widower  might  have  been  a  gay  young 
bachelor  beginning  the  world,  free  as  air, 
with  not  a  cloud  of  regret  or  remorse  upon 
his  heart. 

"How  is  Nanny  ?"  he  did  once  ask ;  but 
he  never  waited  for  the  answer;  and  soon 
after  said,  quite  carelessly  as  it  seemed: 
"  By-the-bye,  have  you  brought  the  little 
ring  I  wished  for? — not  that  it  is  worth 
much,  but  I  should  like  to  wear  it  in  mem- 
ory of  my  late  dear  wife." 

For   an    instant   Susfinnah    was   silent 
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with  indignant  contempt;  then  she  said, 
in  a  manner  that  he  could  not  mistake: 

"I  know  exactly  what  the  ring" is  worth, 
for  I  have  had  it  valued  by  a  jeweller. 
But  it  is  not  yours;  it  is  Nanny's — left  her 
by  her  grandfather.  I  shall  keep  it  for 
her  till  she  is  twenty-one." 

"The  devil  you  will!"  And  truly  the 
devil  himself  glared  out  of  the  angry  eyes, 
and  spoke  in  the  muttered  execration 
which  followed.  But  Captain  Trevena 
had  been  checkmated,  or  rather  he  had 
checkmated  himself;  and  it  was  too  late 
now,  except  for  furious  looks  and  words, 
which  fell  harmless  upon  the  little  woman 
before  him.  He  might  as  well  have 
stormed  against  a  stone,  and  he  knew  it. 

However,  he  thought  it  wiser  to  let  all 
pass.  His  handsome  face  recovered  its 
usual  bland  smile,  and  by  the  time  that 
"All  on  shore!"  was  called  out,  he  was 
ready  with  a  cheery  good-by. 

"  It  really  was  most  kind  of  you,  Aus- 
tin, to  come  and  see  me  off.  Give  my 
love  to  Nanny.  Say  I  leave  her  in  charge 
of  the  best  of  uncles — and  aunts"  (with  a 
bow  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  say  wheth- 
er politeness  or  sarcasm  predominated). 
"Good-by  to  you  both — good-by." 

They  left  him  kissing  his  hand  to  them 
as  he  leaned  over  the  ship's  side ;  but  al- 
most before  Susannah  ventured  to  speak 
to  her  husband,  who  had  turned  aside,  the 
tears  running  down  his  cheeks,  she  saw 
Halberc  laughing  and  talking  with  some 
ladies:  he  had  already  made  acquaintance 
with  several  of  the  passengers,  and  before 
reaching  Suez  would  doubtless  be  the  most 
popular  man  on  board. 

"No  need  to  grieve  for  him,"  she 
thought,  but  said  nothing.  Nor  did  her 
husband.  All  the  under-tragedies  of  life 
are  often  acted — and  perhaps  best — in  to- 
tal silence. 

"Hal  may  do  well  yet,"  Mr.  Trevena 
said,  as  a  sort  of  remorseful  balance- 
weight  against  the  deep  sense  of  relief 
that  they  both  felt  in  coming  back,  they 
two  alone,  to  their  peaceful  home.  Ex- 
cept for  that  grave,  equally  peaceful,  in 
the  church -yard  hard  by,  all  the  last 
weeks  might  have  been  a  painful  dream. 
Once  more  the  rector  and  his  wife  saun- 
tered leisurely  up  and  down  the  peach- 
tree  walk,  and  Arthur  went  back  to  his 
lessons,  and  was  forever  asking  his  papa 
about  old  Winchester  days — which  the 
old  Wykehamite  recalled  with  utmost 
enthusiasm — the  days  "when  Hal  and  I 


were  boys  together"  ;  only  one  was  an 
idler  and  the  other  a  worker.  Still,  Aus- 
tin often  ended  with  the  sigh,  "But  Hal 
may  do  well  yet." 

He  might  have  done,  though  it  is  sel- 
dom that  at  the  eleventh  hour  the  Ethio- 
pian changes  his  skin  and  the  leopard  his 
spots;  but  fate— cruel  or  merciful,  who 
dare  say  ? — ordained  it  otherwise. 

Three  days  after  he  sailed,  the  daily 
newspaper  brought  to  the  rectory,  and  to 
many  another  English  home,  tidings  of 
one  of  those  disasters  at  sea  which  not 
seldom  happen  to  outward-bound  ships — 
a  collision  in  the  Channel.  The  emigrant 
ship  —  a  miserable  unsea worthy  craft — 
went  down  immediately,  but  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  of  the  large  steamer  did 
their  best  to  save  all  the  lives  they  could, 
launching  boats,  and  helping  the  drown- 
ing wretches  to  climb  on  board.  One  pas- 
senger in  particular,  it  was  said,  had  as- 
sisted many,  holding  on  at  the  ship's  side 
and  throwing  out  from  thence  ropes  and 
life-preservers.  But  the  vessel  gave  a 
lurch,  he  fell  overboard,  and  never  rose 
again.  The  name  of  this  brave  passenger, 
it  was  ascertained,  was  Halbert  Trevena. 

So  all  was  over.  No  more  hope — nor 
fear.  His  death,  more  honorable  than 
ever  his  life  had  been,  covered  over  its 
many  shortcomings — or  sins.  "Captain 
Trevena's  heroic  conduct"  was  mentioned 
in  the  newspapers:  and  for  months  after, 
letters  of  condolence,  admiration,  and  grat- 
itude reached  the  rectory  from  friends 
and  strangers.  No  one  could  have  de- 
sired a  more  lauded  or  lamented  end. 

Scarcely  a  melancholy  end,  Susannah 
sometimes  thought.  For  his  last  act  had 
been  perhaps  the  noblest  in  his  life.  Bet- 
ter he  should  die  as  he  did,  and  when  he 
did,  and  be  spoken  of  with  praise  and  re- 
membered with  tenderness.  She  thought, 
with  untold  thankfulness,  of  that  journey 
to  Southampton,  and  how  the  brothers 
had  parted  in  peace,  with  kindly  good 
Welshes, hopes,  and  prayers — which  perhaps 
Heaven  had  answered  in  its  own  way. 

There  was  no  need  to  go  and  console 
Nanny  for  the  death  of  a  parent  who  had 
never  been  such  to  her  except  in  name; 
but  Mrs.  Trevena  collected  carefully  all 
that  the  newspapers  had  said  in  his  praise, 
and  every  letter  which  reached  the  rectory 
concerning  him,  asking  Miss  Grogan  to 
keep  them  for  Nanny,  and  teach  the  child 
to  forget  everything  about  her  father  ex- 
cept his  blameless  and  heroic  end. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Young  lovers  are  a  sweet  and  pleasant 
sight;  and  so  are  young"  married  ])oo})le, 
absorbed  in  their  present  bliss,  witli  tlie 
future  stretching  out  before  them,  all  in 
a  golden  haze.  But  the  sweetest  and  sa- 
credest  sight  of  all  is  an  elderly  couple  to 
whom  hope  has  become  certainty,  whose 
future  has  narrowed  down  to  a  quiet  pre- 
sent, yet  who  love  one  another  still,  and 
by  the  strength  and  perfectness  of  that 
love  are  able  to  enjo}'  now,  without  re- 
gretting then. 

Thus  it  was  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevena. 
Though  married  late  in  life,  their  real 
union  had  begun  so  early  that  neither 
had  a  past  or  desired  a  future  in  which 
the  other  had  no  share.  Of  course  their 
felicity  had  not  been  unclouded:  what 
human  happiness  is?  But  ''the  little  rift 
within  the  lute" — w^hicli  happens  in  al- 
most all  marriages,  and  has  power  in 
many  to  "make  the  music  mute" — had 
been  closed  by  wise  hands;  partly  the 
hand  of  Providence,  and  partly — let  it  be 
honestly  said— their  own.  There  is  no 
marriage  which  cannot  be  made  unhappy 
— there  are  few  marriages  wiiich  cannot 
be  made  less  unhappy — if  the  parties  con- 
cerned so  choose. 

Austin  and  Susannah  had  not  grown 
less  happy  as  they  grew  older— rather  the 
contrary.  He  no  longer  sacrificed  every- 
thing, his  wife  included,  on  the  shrine  of 
what  is  called  ''family  duty"— a  religion 
which,  begun  in  the  noblest  faith,  some- 
times degenerates  into  a  mere  fetich  w^or- 
ship  of  what  is  essentially  mean  and  base. 
And  Susannah,  when,  also  out  of  duty, 
she  let  her  boy  become  a  school-boy,  and 
contented  herself  with  only  seeing  him  in 
the  holidays,  was  saved  from  that  passion 
of  maternal  idolatry  which  might  have 
prov^ed  equally  fatal  for  him,  for  her,  and 
for  her  husband.  Gradually  she  learned 
the  inevitable  lesson  of  all  mothers — to  sit 
still  and  see  their  children  happy  on  their 
own  account.  Not  ceasing  to  make  them 
happy,  but  ceasing  to  feel  wounded  be- 
cause the  new  generation  has  a  happiness 
apart  from  the  old. 

When  Arthur's  letters  came,  brimful 
of  enjoyment— Greek,  foot-ball,  cricket, 
music,  and  mathematics  being  inextrica- 
bly muddled  up  together— for  the  young 
"King"  verified  the  adage  of  "good  at 
work,  good  at  play";  full,  too,  of  Winches- 
ter slang,  which  Mr.  Trevena  recalled  with 


delight,  and  protested  was  not  vulgar  at 
all,  but  only  archaic  and  historical — the 
iinexacting  mother  read  the  brief  post- 
script, "How  are  you  all  at  home?"  and 
did  not  expect  more.  She  knew  her  dar- 
ling loved  her  in  his  heart;  and  that  the 
thirteen  years  during  which  she  had  h;ul 
him  all  to  herself,  to  train  both  mind  and 
body  in  the  right  way,  would  never  be 
lost,  but  bear  fruit  in  time  to  come. 

Yet  wlien  he  returned,  after  a  few 
months,  a  regular  Winchester  boy,  at  first 
he  seemed  souiething  new  and  strange. 
He  had  grown  very  tall ;  and,  it  could  not 
be  denied,  promised  to  be  extremely  hand- 
some, even  though  he  had  cro})ped  his 
curly  hair  in  the  crudest  wa}',  and  scarred 
his  long  slender  hands  with  knife-cuts; 
nay,  as  he  told  his  mother  with  great 
])ride,  had  been  within  an  inch  of  bi-eak- 
ing  his  beautiful  Roman  nose.  Still,  de- 
s])ite  the.se  drawbacks,  when  he  went  to 
church  with  her  the  first  Sunday,  he  was 
a  boy  that  most  people  would  have  turned 
round  to  look  at,  and  whom  any  mother 
would  be  proud  to  have  standing  by  her 
side,  and  singing  aw^aj^ — "like  a  cheru- 
bim"— one  old  woman  in  the  congrega- 
tion said,  witli  the  waning  beaut\^  of  his 
boyish  voice, which  had  made  him  already 
notable  in  the  Winchester  choir. 

"Whether  or  not  Arthur  will  turn  out 
handsome,  he  certainly  looks  every  inch 
a  gentleman,"  she  said  to  her  husband, 
as  they  took  their  peaceful  stroll  between 
services  up  and  downi  the  peach-tree  walk. 

"  All  Wykehamites  are  gentlemen,"  the 
rector  answered,  with  pardonable  preju- 
dice. 

But  she  had  meant  something  more  than 
that.  "What  is  bred  in  the  bone  will 
come  out  in  the  flesh" — is  a  truth  which 
there  is  no  gainsaying.  All  the  educa- 
tion in  the  world  w^ould  never  have  put 
into  Arthur  what  did  not  inherently  exist 
there.  There  must  have  been  good  mate- 
rial, natural  or  hereditary,  to  work  upon. 
Now,  far  more  than  when  he  was  a  baby 
— her  own  innocent  helpless  baby  —  did 
Susannah  speculate  about  him,  noticing 
every  new  development,  and  contrasting 
him  with  other  children.  Especially  with 
Nanny,  who  shortly  after  also  came  home 
for  the  holidays. 

The  "last  of  the  Trevenas,"  as  her  un- 
cle sometimes  pathetically  called  her, 
was,  Mrs.  Trevena  thought,  very  inferior 
to  her  own  Arthur.  Nanny  was  a  good 
little  girl;  but  she  was  prim  and  quiet, 
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taciturn  and  plain.  She  could  not  com- 
pare at  all  with  the  big  school-boy — full  of 
life,  health,  and  activity.  Not  that  Ar- 
thur was  ever  unkind  to  her;  but  he  just 
ignored  her,  as  school-boys  do  ignore  lit- 
tle girls,  unless  specially  attractive.  He 
tried  to  be  civil  and  polite — brought  her 
iiowers,  and  condescendingly  took  her  a 
walk  now  and  then;  but  he  told  his  mo- 
ther confidentially  that  "Nanny  was  a 
big  baby,"  and  escaped  from  her  society 
whenever  he  politely  could.  At  which 
poor  Nanny  used  to  look  so  miserable 
that  Mrs.  Trevena  considered  seriously 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  in  future 
to  arrange  the  child's  home-coming  at  a 
different  time  from  Arthur's. 

But  next  year  Fate  took  the  decision 
out  of  her  hands;  for  Miss  Grogan  had  a 
severe  illness,  and  Nanny,  w^ith  a  resolu- 
tion which  her  uncle  and  aunt  had  not 
expected  in  so  small  a  child,  absolutely 
refused  to  leave  her. 

' '  Nanny  always  was  a  devoted  little 
creature,"  said  Mrs.  Trevena,  remember- 
ing those  few  days  in  the  sick-room — the 
room  of  death.  But  still  she  was  not  sor- 
ry to  have  her  boy  all  to  herself  for  those 
brief,  too  brief  holiday  weeks,  when  she 
could  watch  him  growing  up  to  manhood 
— the  delight  of  her  heart— the  desire  of 
her  eyes. 

He  was  in  truth  a  very  fine  young  fel- 
low. At  sixteen  he  was  little  short  of  six 
feet  high.  Slender  and  supple  as  a  wil- 
low wand,  yet  not  lanky;  very  muscular 
and  strong  for  his  age.  He  was  good  at 
all  athletic  sports,  and  made  as  much  use 
of  his  body  as  he  did  of  his  brains.  His 
mother's  maxim,  "Better  to  wear  out 
than  rust  out,"  seemed  exemplified  in 
"King"  Arthur — though  he  did  not  seem 
likely  to  wear  out  for  the  next  threescore 
years  at  least;  for  the  w^holesome  up- 
bringing of  his  childhood  had  resulted  in 
a  healthy  youth,  and  bade  fair  to  develop 
into  a  splendid  manhood. 

Often  when  she  looked  at  him  she  won- 
dered whence  all  this  came — this  wealth 
of  physical  and  mental  power;  much  as 
Merlin  must  have  wondered  when  he  saw 
grow  up  under  his  eyes  the  "little  naked 
child,"  naked  of  every  hereditary  bless- 
ing, owing  fortune  nothing,  not  even  a 
name. 

"The  boys  always  call  you  Trevena  ?" 
she  once  said  to  him,  anxiously.  "  They 
— they  ask  no  questions  ?" 

Arthur  blushed,  as  he  had  done  more 


than  once  lately  when  strangers  made 
unconscious  ignorant  remarks,  such  as 
noticing  his  height,  and  saying  he  "took 
after  his  papa." 

"They  did  chaff  me  at  first,  mother — 
just  a  little.  And  one  fellow  called  me 
Nemo— but  I  thrashed  him  to  within  an 
inch  of  his  life.  And  then  I  told  the 
other  fellows  the  plain  truth  about  my- 
self, as  you  advised  me.  Nobody  ever 
said  an  ill  word  to  me  afterward." 

So,  already  had  begun  for  Arthur  that 
battle  with  the  world  from  which  his  mo- 
ther could  not  defend  him — she  could  only 
give  him  strength  for  the  conflict, 

"That  was  well,"  she  answered,  gently. 
' '  Indeed,  I  think  only  a  '  sneak'  or  a  '  cad, ' 
as  you  call  them,  would  have  been  unkind 
to  you.  A  name,  and  even  a  family,  are 
not  worth  much  sometimes — were  not  to 
poor  little  Sir  Eustace  Damerel,  who  died 
last  Christmas.  We  shall  see  what  the 
new  Damerels  will  be  like.  They  came 
to  Tawton  Abbas  last  week,  and  will  like- 
ly be  at  church  next  Sunday." 

Thus  said  she,  to  turn  away  her  boy's 
thoughts  from  himself.  But  she  need  not 
have  feared  —  Arthur's  nature  was  too 
wholesome,  and  his  youth  too  full  of  hojje 
and  brightness,  to  have  any  morbid  or 
sentimental  feelings  about  either  his  ori- 
gin or  his  future  lot.  And  Winchester 
had  not  made  him  oblivious  of  Tawton 
Magna.  He  took  the  vividest  interest  in 
hearing  about  the  Damerels — Sir  Charles 
and  his  lady;  who  had  inherited  the  title 
and  estates,  and  come  to  reside  at  the 
great  house — which,  being  the  only  house 
except  farm-houses  for  miles  round,  was  a 
nfiatter  of  some  importance  to  the  rectory. 

"Do  you  mean  to  call  there,  mother  ? 
You  ought,"  said  Arthur— who  was  a  lit- 
tle given  to  laying  down  the  law — as  is 
not  uncommon  at  sixteen.  ' '  Are  they 
young  folks  or  old  ?  Have  they  got  any 
children  ?" 

"I  believe  they  are  rather  elderly  peo- 
ple; distant  cousins,  whom  nobody  ever 
heard  about  till  lately.  And  I  think, 
but  I  am  not  sure,  they  have  no  children." 

At  which  Arthur's  interest  died  down 
—he  said  he  didn't  care  for  "old  fogies." 
And  next  Sunday  he  scarcely  glanced  in 
the  direction  of  the  Tawton  Abbas  pew, 
where,  in  the  two  arm-chairs  which  had 
stood  there  for  generations  back,  sat  the 
new  Baronet  and  Lady  Damerel.  They 
sat,  with  dead  Damerels  underfoot  and 
monuments   to  the   same  overhead,  the 
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last  representatives  of  tlie  race.  Only 
their  two  selves;  tlioug-h  report  declared 
they  had  had  several  children— all  dead 
now.  Susannah  wondered  how  a  child- 
less couple  should  ever  have  cared  to 
claim  either  title  or  pi'operty. 

Of  course  they  were  stared  at  eagerly 
by  the  whole  conj^reg-ation.  A  curious 
pair — she,  a  fine-looking-,  fashionable  wo- 
man, with  a  complexion  tnucli  too  fair 
and  hair  much  too  dark  for  her  age;  but 
the  simple  villagers  suspected  nothing, 
and  set  her  down  as  being  younger  than 
her  husband,  who  was  a  feeble- looking, 
melanclioly  little  man,  nigh  upon  seven- 
ty. Two  footmen  had  helped  him  into 
church,  and  set  him  in  his  chair,  whence 
he  never  moved,  for  his  feet  and  hands 
were  all  knotted  and  distorted  with  rheu- 
matism. But  he  had  a  mild  and  not  un- 
pleasing  face  —  aristocratic  —  aquiline  — 
"as  big  a  nose  as  mine,"  Arthur  said,  in 
commenting  upon  them  after  church. 
"But  oh,  I  woukUrt  be  Sir  Charles  Dam- 
erel  for  the  world  !" 

"Nor  I  Lady  Damerel,''  said  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena.  ' '  Poor  woman — what  an  unhappy 
face!  No  wonder,  if  she  has  lost  all  her 
children.'' 

And  Susannah  almost  regretted  having 
stopped  to  speak  to  them  at  the  cliurch 
door,  introducing  herself  as  the  rector's 
wife,  and  Arthur  as  "my  son."  "How 
she  must  envy  me!"  thought  the  tender- 
hearted soul,  and  blamed  herself  for 
flaunting  before  the  childless  woman  her 
own  superior  bliss. 

"I  don't  think  Lady  Damerel's  chil- 
dren could  have  been  very  fond  of  her," 
remarked  Arthur,  sententiously.  "She 
may  be  good-looking,  but  she  has  the 
hardest  and  most  unpleasant  face  I  ever 
saw.  My  little  mammy  is  worth  a  hun- 
dred of  her,"  added  he,  putting  his  arm 
round  his  mother's  waist  as  of  old:  he 
was  now  growing  past  the  age  Avhen  boys 
are  ashamed  of  their  motliers,  and  he 
petted  and  patronized  her  to  her  heart's 
content. 

Still  he  was  too  much  of  the  school-boy 
to  care  to  "go  about  visiting,"  and  abso- 
lutely declined  —  unless  she  particularly 
wished  it — to  accompany  her  to  Tawton 
Abbas,  or  make  acquaintance  with  that 
"horrid  old  couple,"  over  whom  she  had 
such  unnecessary  compassion  that  even 
the  rector  smiled. 

"My  dear  Susannah,  I  can't  see  that 
Lady  Damerel  needs  the  least  pity — or  de- 


sires it.  I  liear  she  is  a  most  accom])lish- 
ed  woman;  will  lill  tlie  house  with  brill- 
iant society,  and  be  popular  everywhere. 
The  rector's  wife  will  be  nobody — the 
squire's  wife  will  take  the  shine  out  of 
you  completely." 

"  Fd  like  to  see  it!"  cried  Arthur,  blaz- 
ing up:  "I'd  like  to  find  the  lady  who 
was  fit  to  hold  a  candle  to  my  mother!" 
he  continued,  dragging  forward  the  easi- 
est arm-chair  and  putting  her  into  it,  and 
waiting  upon  her  unremittingly  during 
their  pleasant  Sunday  supper,  when  all 
the  servants  were  out,  and  Arthur  did  ev- 
erything. He  had  that  hapi)y  knack  of 
true  gentlemanhood,  never  to  be  ashamed 
of  doing  everything  —  or  anything;  al- 
ways ready  to  notice  every  one's  need^ 
and  supply  it — especially  his  mother's. 

"You  are  my  eyes,  my  hands,  and  my 
feet,"  she  sometimes  said  to  the  boy;  and 
gave  herself  up,  more  and  more  every 
holiday,  to  the  delight  of  being  depend- 
ent—  of  leaning  on  her  big  son,  with  a 
sort  of  triumphant  weakness  that  was  ut- 
most joy. 

But  he  was  an  obstinate  young  monk- 
ey for  all  his  good  qualities,  possessing 
strongly  the  violent  likes  and  dislikes  of 
youth.  And  so  it  happened  that  for  two 
whole  years  he  never  crossed  the  thresh- 
old of  Tawton  Abbas. 

Nor  did  the  rector  and  his  wife  very 
often  —  not  oftener  than  politeness  and 
their  position  demanded.  Susannah  had 
few  interests  in  common  with  the  fash- 
ionable woman  of  the  world,  who  was 
afraid  of  growing  old,  and  who  seemed 
to  have  no  youth  to  remember;  at  least 
she  never  mentioned  it.  Austin,  too,  had 
little  sympathy  with  Sir  Charles,  who^ 
though  gentle  and  gentlemanly,  did  not 
seem  to  have  two  ideas  in  his  head — read 
no  books,  took  no  special  interest  in  any- 
thing, and  seemed  mortally  in  fear  of  his 
clever  wife.  She  on  her  part  noticed  him 
very  little,  and  led  a  regular  society  life 
— at  least  as  gay  a  one  as  she  could  ac- 
complish— going  to  London  whenever  she 
could,  and  bringing  London  people  down 
with  her  on  every  possible  occasion.  But 
she  mixed  very  little  with  the  neighbor- 
ing families,  who,  being  unable  to  discov- 
er her  antecedents  (Sir  Charles's  of  course 
were  patent — he  was  a  Damerel,  and  that 
was  enough),  concluded  there  was  "some- 
thing odd"  about  her.  Perhaps,  as  she 
had  some  slight  accent,  not  quite  English^ 
and  spoke  several   Continental  tongues^ 


KING  ARTHUR. 


925 


she  was  a  foreigner  —  never  much  ap- 
proved of  in  provincial  society.  Still, 
she  was  very  handsome — very  lady-like: 
all  the  gentlemen  admired  her,  but  the 
ladies  thought  her  "not  domestic,"  and 
wondered  that  at  her  age  she  should  care 
for  concerts,  private  theatricals,  and  the 
like. 

However,  to  their  opinion  of  her  Lady 
Damerel  seemed  wholly  indifferent.  She 
gave  a  tenants'  ball  at  Christmas,  and  a 
garden  party,  to  all  classes  not  lower  than 
doctors  and  lawyers,  every  summer.  But 
beyond  that  the  village  and  the  rectory 
saw  almost  nothing  of  her,  except  at 
church,  which  she  attended  regularly,  and 
where  Mrs.  Trevena,  tender-hearted  still, 
often  compassionated  the  discontented 
look  and  restless  manner  of  the  rich,  clev- 
er, prosperous  woman,  who  had  neither 
son  nor  daughter — not  even  niece  or 
nephew — at  her  empty  fireside. 

"  How  very  empty  it  must  be  when  the 
visitors  go,  and  Sir  Charles  and  she  are 
left  alone!"  Susannah  said  one  day.  "I 
think  I  will  really  pluck  up  heart,  go  and 
call  at  Tawton  Abbas,  and  take  Nanny 
with  me."  Nanny  happened  to  be  stay- 
ing for  a  fortnight  at  the  rectory,  and  her 
uncle  and  aunt  had  found  her  so  harm- 
less, even  pleasant,  in  the  house  that  they 
had  kept  her  for  a  month.  But  the  call 
resulted  in  nothing — not  even  an  invita- 
tion to  tea  for  the  quiet  unimpressive  lit- 
tle maiden,  who  was  stared  at  from  the 
piercing  black  eyes  through  a  double 
pince-nez. 

"Miss  Trevena,  did  you  say?  Your 
daughter,  I  conclude  ?" 

"My  niece;  I  have  no  daughter.  It  is 
my  son  you  see  at  church,  Lady  Damerel." 
"Oh  yes,  I  remember  now.  A  tall 
young  fellow — rather  good-looking.  You 
must  bring  him  to  see  me  some  day.  But 
we  have  no  young  people  here,  Miss  Tre- 
vena. Your  mother — I  mean  your  aunt 
— is  more  fortunate  than  I.  All  my  chil- 
dren are  dead." 

She  said  this,  not  with  any  tone  of  re- 
gret, but  simply  as  stating  a  fact;  then 
proceeded  to  discuss  a  new  book  and  a  new 
opera;  talking  miles  above  the  head  of 
poor  innocent  Nanny,  who  thought  that 
Cousin  Arthur — whom  she  seemed  to  miss 
extremely  from  the  rectory  in  spite  of  his 
ignoring  of  her — was  right  in  considering 
Lady  Damerel  the  finest  of  fine  ladies,  and 
the  most  unpleasant. 

Nanny  was  now  getting  old  enough  for 


her  future  to  require  consideration.  Not 
from  her  uncle,  who  never  looked  a  day 
ahead ;  but  she  and  her  aunt  sometimes 
talked  it  over.  Nanny  was  an  indepen- 
dent little  soul.  She  knew  she  had  not  a 
penny  in  the  world,  except  the  value  of 
that  diamond  ring;  nor  a  friend,  save  Miss 
Grogan,  who  was  growing  old  and  frail. 
Perhaps  her  mother  s  sore  experience  still 
lingered  in  her  little  soul— for  she  was 
not  a  bit  of  a  Trevena,  nor  seemed  much 
drawn  to  the  Trevenas.  She  said,  calmly, 
' '  I  shall  be  a  governess" ;  and  though  very 
grateful  to  her  uncle  for  all  his  goodness, 
made  it  clear  enough  that  as  soon  as  she 
could  earn  her  own  bread  she  would  nev- 
er eat  the  bread  of  dependence.  Her  aunt 
saw,  not  without  thankfulness,  that  Hal- 
bert  Tre vena's  daughter  was,  as  often  hap- 
pens, the  very  opposite  of  himself.  But 
though  she  was  very  kind  to  Nanny,  and 
liked  her  sincerely,  she  scarcely  loved  her 
— one  can  not  make  one's  self  love  even  a 
child.  And  then  all  her  heart  was  bound 
up  in  her  own  boy.  When  Nanny  went 
away,  and  Arthur  came  home  for  the  holi- 
days, Susannah  felt  the  difference. 

"King"  Arthur  was  much  altered — 
much  improved.  He  was  in  his  last  year 
at  Winchester,  and  looked  quite  the  young 
man.  There  had  never  been  much  of  the 
"hobbledehoy"  in  him,  probably  because 
he  was  not  shy — he  did  not  think  enough 
about  himself  for  shyness.  Reserved  he 
was,  in  a  sense ;  but  that  painful  bashf ul- 
ness,  which  as  often  springs  from  egotism 
as  modesty,  never  troubled  him  much. 
By  nature — and  also  by  wise  upbringing — 
he  was  a  complete  altruist — always  inter- 
ested in  other  people,  and  "bothering" 
himself  very  little  about  himself  and  his 
own  fvffairs. 

But  just  now  he  could  hardly  help  it. 
He  had  come  home  greatly  excited  by  an 
incident — a  coincidence  such  as  happens 
in  real  life  oftener  than  we  think,  and 
yet  when  put  into  books  everybody  cries 
out,  "How  unnatural!" 

One  day  a  little  "commoner"  he  knew 
was  visited  by  a  hitherto  unknown  grand- 
father, whom  all  the  boys  were  inclined 
to  laugh  at  for  his  strong  American  ac- 
cent and  queer  American  ways,  till  they 
found  out  what  a  kindly  old  fellow  he  . 
was,  and  what  funny  stories  he  told. 

' '  He  tipped  us  all  round,  and  asked  our 
names,  and  when  he  heard  mine,  he  start- 
ed as  if  I'd  hit  him.  Who  do  you  think 
he  was,  mother  ?     Guess,  now — guess  I" 
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It  needed  no  guessing".  ''Dr.  Franklin ! 
I  am  so  glad  lie  is  alive  I'' 

"Very  much  alive  indeed'"'  cried  Ar- 
thur. "He's  as  sharp  and  clever  as  ever 
he  can  be;  ajid  so  kind — all  the  fellows 
liked  him,  though  he  was  a  foreigner  and 
an  American.  I'm  not  a  bit  ashamed  of 
my  godfather,  and  I  like  him  very  much." 

"You  have  need  to,"  said  Susannah, 
gravely.  And  when  a  few  days  after  Dr. 
Franklin  appeared  at  the  rectory  ("as 
large  as  life  and  twice  as  natural,"  said 
he,  with  his  queer  internal  chuckle),  the 
welcome  he  received  was  almost  pathetic 
in  its  earnestness.  When  Susannah  sat 
talking  to  him,  and  found  him  scarcely 
changed — as  gaunt  and  lanky,  quaint  and 
kind,  as  ever — it  seemed  as  if  eighteen 
years  were  rolled  away  like  a  cloud,  and 
she  were  once  more  the  woman  who  sat 
beneath  the  snow  wall  above  Andermatt, 
gazing  on  the  snow  mountains,  and  try- 
ing not  to  be  broken-hearted, but  to  accept 
God's  will  whatever  it  was,  and  make  for 
herself  a  happy  life,  unconscious  how 
even  then  that  Holy  Will  was  preparing 
for  her  a  happiness  she  never  dreamed  of. 

"Look  at  him,"  she  said,  as  Arthur  just 
then  crossed  the  lawn  with  his  two  big  dogs, 
whistling  to  them,  and  then  breaking  out 
into  a  stave  of  "Dulce  domum,"  in  a  voice 
which  promised  to  be  a  fine  tenor  some 
day.  "Who  w^ould  have  thought  my 
baby — your  baby,  doctor,  you  saved  him 
for  me ! — w^ould  have  grown  up  to  that  ?" 

"It's  a  trick  they  have,  ma'am.  My 
ten  are  all  men  and  Avomen  now — uncom- 
monly good-looking  too,  some  of  them." 

And  then  he  explained  that  his  eldest 
daughter — "fine  girl,  very  fine — took  aft- 
er her  mother,  not  me" — had  married  a 
rich  English  baronet,  which  accounted  for 
the  fact  of  himself  being  grandfather  to  a 
Winchester  boy. 

"Your  boy  might  be  a  baronet's  son 
too,  ma'am,  if  there's  anything  in  blood. 
Mrs.  Franklin  says  there  isn't;  that  it's 
all  upbringing.  But  in  that  case,  even, 
Arthur  does  you  the  greatest  credit." 

"  Thank  you, "said  Susannah  ;  and  then 
tacitly  following  the  young  fellow— for  it 
seemed  such  a  pleasure  to  look  at  him — 
they  passed  through  the  church-yard  into 
the  park  of  Tawton  Abbas;  still  talking 
like  old  friends,  and  regretting  that  a  very 
natural  incident— Dr.  Franklin's  losing 
their  address,  and  therefore  being  unable 
to  give  them  his  own— had  made  them 
strangers  for  so  many  years. 


"  Which  have  been  happy  years,  by 
your  looks,  Mrs.  Trevena  ?  No  anxiety 
over  your  boy  ? — you  have  never  heard 
anything  about  that  woman  ?"  Dr.  Frank- 
lin  did  not  say  that  "  moiher" — who  had 
no  right  to  the  name. 

"  Never.      Have  you  ?" 

Dr.  Franklin  looked  uncomfortable. 
"I  did  not  mean  to  tell  you  unless  you 
asked  me  the  direct  question  ;  but — she 
has  bothered  me  a  little.  At  least  I  sup- 
pose it  was  she." 

And  then  he  explained  that  a  year  or 
two  ago  there  had  appeared  in  a  New 
York  j)aper  an  advertisement  for  a  Dr. 
Franklin,  who  would  "  hear  of  something 
to  his  advantage,''  which  his  wife  had  in- 
sisted on  his  answering;  and  then  had 
come  a  letter,  in  an  evidently  feigned 
hand,  requesting  particulars  about  a  child 
that  was  born  at  Andermatt — whether  "it" 
was  alive,  and  where  "it"  was. 

"Perhaps  she  had  forgotten  Avhether 
'  it'  was  a  boy  or  a  girl.  '  Can  a  mother 
forget  her  sucking  child  V  Well,  some 
mothers  do." 

"And  what  did  you  reply  ?''  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena could  scarcely  speak  for  agitation. 

' '  Least  said,  soonest  mended — I  never 
answered  one  single  word." 

"Thank  you!  thank  you!  Did  you 
keep  the  letter?  What  address  was 
given  ?" 

"Mrs.  Franklin  has  it.  Some  milliner 
or  dress-maker,  I  think,  in  London." 

"In  London!"  A  shudder  of  repul- 
sion and  dread  passed  over  Susannah; 
and  then  that  stern  sense  of  justice,  so 
strong  in  her,  conquered  it.  "Perhaps 
she  was  a  dress-maker — some  poor  w^ork- 
ing- woman  who  was  almost  starving,  and 
did  not  wish  her  baby  to  starve  too." 

"Pshaw !  Does  that  boy  look  like  the 
son  of  a  working- woman  ?  And  it  was 
herself  she  wanted  to  save  from  starva- 
tion, not  her  baby.  No,  no,  ma'am;  I 
saw  her— you  never  did.  She  used  al- 
ways to  rave  about  being  a  '  woman  of 
genius' — very  likely  an  actress  or  singer 
— that  very  singer  who  ran  away  from 
Milan." 

"I  have  sometimes  thought  so.  And 
the  musical  faculty  descends.  Just  listen 
to  that  boy." 

Arthur  was  singing  "Dulce  domum" 
at  the  top  of  his  voice— a  rather  cracked 
voice  now;  but  it  was  not  ignorant  sing- 
ing— he  evidently  knew  what  he  was 
about. 
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"Music  is  his  passion,  as  it  is  with 
many  a  boy,  till  the  work  of  the  world 
knocks  it  out  of  him.  But  this  letter — 
Stop,  there  is  the  Tawton  Abbas  carriage 
— let  us  step  aside." 

For  Mrs.  Trevena  felt  that  to  inter- 
change polite  nothings  with  the  great 
lady  would,  at  this  moment,  be  beyond 
her  power.  She  and  Dr.  Franklin  passed 
under  a  group  of  trees,  so  that  Lady 
Damerel  never  saw  them. 

Arthur,  however,  did  not  step  aside. 
He  ceased  his  gay  school  song,  and  stand- 
ing on  the  grass,  lifted  his  hat  as  the  car- 
riage drove  by,  with  a  gesture  so  careless- 
ly graceful,  so  unlike  country  youths  in 
general,  that  Lady  Damerel  turned  to  look 
after  him. 

He  was,  in  truth,  worth  looking  at  in 
his  rough  gray  clothes,  with  a  gray  cap 
set  on  the  top  of  his  crisp  fair  curls — it 
was  before  the  time  when  the  fashion 
made  young  men  crop  themselves  like  re- 
turned convicts.  Lithe  and  slender  as  a 
young  David,  and  in  manner  neither  shy 
nor  forward,  because  thinking  more  of 
other  people  than  himself,  Arthur  never 
came  to,  and  had  now  quite  passed,  that 
awkward  stage  when  a  boy  does  not 
know  what  to  do  with  himself,  and  es- 
pecially with  his  legs  and  arms. 

It  was  no  wonder,  Mrs.  Trevena  thought, 
that  Lady  Damerel,  indifferent  as  she  was 
to  her  neighbors,  should  turn  and  glance 
after  him. 

"  Poor  woman  !"  said  she,  explaining  to 
Dr.  Franklin  a  little  of  the  domestic  his- 
tory of  Tawton  Abbas.  ' '  I  dare  say  she 
would  give  the  world  to  have  a  son  like 
mine." 

"Maybe.  But  there  are  mothers,  and 
mothers,  like  the  w'oman  we  were  talking 
about.  Shall  I  tell  Mrs.  Franklin  to  send 
you  her  letter? — if  she  hasn't  burnt  it, 
which  perhaps  may  have  been  the  best 
thing." 

"Perhaps,"  echoed  Susannah,  wishing 
in  her  heart — though  her  conscience  re- 
proached her — that  it  might  be  burnt  and 
forgotten.  "It  could  do  no  good  to  Ar- 
thur." 

"No,  for  the  lad  doesn't  care  a  straw 
about  his  mother." 

"I  am  his  mother,"  said  Susannah, 
with  a  certain  grave  dignity. 

"You're  right,  ma'am.  May  he  never 
have  any  other  as  long  as  he  lives!" 

But  mothers,  even  the  happiest  mothers 
of  the  best  of  sons,  have  their  anxieties. 


Some  days  after  this,Dr. Franklin, with 
the  practical  common-sense  of  a  man  of 
the  world,  asked  his  godson,  very  natural- 
ly, what  he  was  going  to  be. 

Arthur  hesitated,  and  looked  uncom- 
fortable. His  mother,  thinking  this  arose 
from  diffidence  or  modesty,  answered  for 
him. 

"  My  son's  career  is  already  cut  out  for 
him.  There  are  six  New  College  scholar- 
ships given  at  Winchester  every  year. 
Arthur  is  so  good  at  mathematics,  the 
head-master  tells  us,  that  he  is  quite  sure 
of  one.  He  will  go  in  for  it  next  year, 
and  take  himself  to  college  as  he  did  to 
school.  Then — a  boy  who  has  earned  his 
own  education  can  generally  earn  his 
own  living;  especially  at  Oxford." 

"But,  mother,"  said  Arthur,  slowly, 
"I  may  not  go  to  Oxford  at  all.  I  mean 
to  be  a  musician." 

"A  what?"  cried  Dr.  Franklin,  burst- 
ing into  laughter.  "A  street  singer,  or 
an  organ-grinder,  going  about  the  coun- 
try with  a  monkey  and  a  couple  of  white 
mice  ?" 

Ridicule  is  the  sharpest  of  weapons 
with  the  young.  Arthur  turned  white 
with  anger,  but  controlled  himself,  and 
explained  that  a  friend  of  his,  just  return- 
ed from  a  German  conservatoire,  had  ad- 
vised him  to  go  there  and  study  music  as 
a  profession. 

"At  whose  expense,  my  boy?"  asked 
Dr.  Franklin,  dryly. 

Arthur  colored.  "I  don't  know.  I 
have  never  thought." 

"But  you  ought  to  think — you  are  old 
enough.     How  old  ?" 

"Eighteen  past.  Next  year  I  should 
go  in  for  the  scholarship,  if  I  go  in  at  all. 
Mother  ?" 

She  did  not  answer.  It  was  the  first 
time  she  had  heard  of  this  idea;  the  first 
time  her  boy  had  kept  back  anything  from 
her,  or  that  his  will  had  run  counter  to 
hers,  never  an  arbitrary  will.  From  his 
very  childhood,  as  soon  as  he  could  rea- 
son at  all,  she  had  taught  him  to  use  his 
reason,  and  had  never  from  him  exacted 
blind  obedience.  Explanation,  w^henever 
possible,  she  gave,  and  her  argument  was 
never  "Do  it  because  I  command  it, "but 
"  Do  it  because  it  is  right." 

This  fancy  of  Arthur's  struck  her  with 
sharp  pain. 

No  wonder  she  looked  sad  and  grave — 
and  even  the  second  anxious  appeal: 
"  What  do  you  say,  mother  ?"  brought  no 
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rrspoiise.  Just  then  Mr.  Trevona  was 
lieard  callings  all  over  tlie  liouse,  "Su.san- 
nali!  Susannah!*'  as  he  usually  did  if  he 
mi.ssed  her  for  five  minutes,  and  she  hur- 
I'ied  away  without  havinfj;-  said  a  word. 

"Well,  younf^  man?  You  ai'o  a  nice 
younf^  man  to  make  your  mother  look 
like  that!  Still  nicer  to  expect  your  fa- 
ther to  maintain  you  in  expensive  study 
for  the  next  five  or  ten  years  ?" 

Arthur  flushed  crimson.  He  liked  his 
t^-odfather  sincerely;  still,  Dr.  Franklin 
often  "rubbed  him  up  the  wron^  ^V'i.y.  ' 
It  was  the  contrast  between  the  ])ractical 
and  the  artistic  temperament;  the  born 
democrat,  and — well,  Heaven  only  knew 
what  Arthur's  birth  was,  but  he  looked 
the  young-  "  ai-istocrat,"  every  inch  of  him. 

"I  don't  know  what  you  mean,''  he 
said.  "  I  had  no  idea  of  vexinj^  my  mo- 
ther; and  I  wish  to  stand  on  my  own  feet 
as  soon  as  ever  I  can." 

"That's  right,  lad.  I  did  it  before  I 
w^as  your  age.  I  was  message  boy  at  a 
chemist's  store.  But  I  soon  went  ahead — 
we  all  go  ahead  in  the  States.  Our  motto 
is,  'Every  man  for  himself,  and' — taking 
off  his  cap  reverently — 'God  for  us  all.' 
Tliat's  what  I  said  to  my  six  sons,"  con- 
tinued he.  "T  gave  them  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  then  I  left  them  to  shift  for 
themselves.  And  they  have  done  it— un- 
commonly well,  too.  There  isn't  one  of 
them  now  that  ever  wants  a  cent  from  his 
father." 

"I  hope  I  shall  not  from  mine— at 
least  not  for  very  long,"  said  Arthur, 
proudly. 

"That's  right,  my  boy,  for  Mr.  Trevena 
isn't  as  young  as  he  has  been,  and  he  has 
another  encumbrance  besides  yourself — 
that  little  girl  your  mother  told  me  of. 
What's  her  name  ?" 

"Nanny." 

"I  hear  she's  a  plucky  little  thing,  and 
means  to  go  out  as  a  governess— which  is 
quite  right.  A  woman  should  earn  her 
own  bread  as  well  as  a  man.  But  if  her 
uncle  helped  anybody,  he  ought  to  help 
her ;  because,  you  see,  she  is  his  own  flesh 
and  blood,  and  you — " 

"I  understand !"  And  again  came  that 
violent  blush,  Avhicli  showed  what  keen 
sensitiveness  lurked  under  Arthur's  mer- 
ry and  manly  outside.  Then,  speaking 
with  evident  effort:  " Godfather,  you  are 
riglit  to  remind  me  of  that.  Tell  me— for 
I  believe  you  were  present  at  my  birth — 
who  were  my  father  and  mother?" 


■  My  poor  lad,  I  declare  to  you  I  haven't 
the  slightest  idea." 

They  had  gone  outside  the  drawing- 
room  window,  and  were  lying  on  the 
grassy  slope — the  Kentucl^jan  jjulling  at 
his  ])ipe,  and  Arthur  sitting  beside  him, 
his  arms  round  his  knees,  gazing  straight 
forward,  with  a  grav(^r  expression  than 
his  wont.  Dr.  Franklin  scaimrd  jiim 
sharply. 

"  It  was  an  awkward  business,  Arthur. 
If  I  were  you,  I'd  think  about  it  as  little 
as  j)ossible." 

"So  I  do.  As  mother  often  says,  a 
man  is  responsible  for  himself  and  his 
childivn.  but  certainly  uot  for  his  parents. 
Still,  1  should  like  to  know  all  I  can." 

' '  How  much  has  your  mother  told  you  ?'^ 

"Only  that  you  found  me — you  and  she 
— somewhere  in  the  Alps.  I  suppose  I  had 
a  father  and  a  moth(M*,  but  she  never  si)eaks 
of  them  at  all." 

"  Ih-avol''  muttered  Dr.  Franklin.  But 
he  himself  felt  no  inclination  for  such 
generous  reticence ;  he  thought  it  fairer  on 
all  sides  that  the  boy  should  know  every- 
thing; so  he  then  and  there  told  him  ev- 
erything. 

Arthur  listened,  his  cap  drawn  over  his 
eyes,  his  hands — such  long,  slender,  beau- 
tiful hands — clasped  together  round  his 
knees. 

"Thank  you,"  he  said  at  last.  "I  am 
glad  I  know.  The — the  lady — was,  you 
suppose,  an  opera-singer  ?" 

"  I  don't  say  that,  but  it's  possible." 

"  And  she  sold  me,  you  say — sold  me  for 
twenty  pounds?" 

"Yes."  He  was  just  on  the  point  of 
adding,  "and  she'd  like  to  buy  you  back 
again  now,"  when  he  remembered  Mrs. 
Trevena's  caution  that  until  they  heard 
from  America  they  should  say  nothing 
about  the  letter.  It  would  not  benefit  Ar- 
thur— perhaps  only  unsettle  him.  And 
they  had  the  dress  maker's  address;  while 
the  unmotherly  mother — her  brief  note,  if 
hers,  was,  Dr.  Franklin  declared,  "as  cold 
as  a  stone" — had  to  them  no  clew  whatev- 
er. "All  the  better!"  thought  he.  And 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevena  just  then  appearing, 
he  ended  the  conversation. 

It  was  not  renewed,  though  he  staid 
some  dsijs  longer  at  the  rectory.  The  an- 
nual garden  party  at  Tawton  Abbas  was 
coming  off,  and  the  old  Kentuckian  said 
he  should  like  to  "study  life"  in  an  Eng- 
lish country  house.  So  in  addition  to  the 
invitation  for  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevena,  and 
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Mr.  Tre  vena  junior" — ("You  see,  mother," 
laughed  Arthur,  "your  fine  lady  doesn't 
even  take  the  trouble  to  discover  nay 
Christian  name") — a  note  was  sent  to 
Tawton  Abbas  for  permission  to  bring"  "a 
friend  from  America"  to  join  the  party. 

"Then  you'll  not  want  me,"  said  Ar- 
thur, very  reluctant  to  go.  But  his  mo- 
ther wished  it.  He  had  been  unlike  him- 
self, she  thought,  the  last  day  or  two;  and 
though  she  had  carefully  abstained  from 
reviving  the  Oxford  question  till  Dr. 
Franklin  was  gone,  still  she  saw  that  some- 
thing was  on  his  mind.  He  followed  her 
about  with  extra  tenderness,  divining  all 
she  wanted,  and  doing  everything  for  her, 
more  like  a  girl  than  a  boy.  But  he  said 
nothing  until  tliey  were  walking  together 
across  the  park  to  the  garden  party ;  only 
they  two,  for  Dr.  Franklin  had  home  let- 
ters to  write  by  the  mail,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Trevena  could  not  appear  till  late. 

So  Susannah  had  her  boy  all  to  herself; 
and  very  nice  he  looked,  and  very  proud 
she  was  of  him.  He  was  proud  of  her  too, 
he  said,  after  eying  her  over  with  the 
sharp  criticism  of  youth — approving  her 
new  dress,  and  wishing  she  would  wear  it 
every  day. 

' '  But  I  can't  afford  silk  every  day, "  said 
she,  laughing.    ' '  I  am  not  Lady  Damerel. " 

"No,  thank  goodness!  I  wouldn't 
change  my  little  mother  for  a  dozen  Lady 
Damerels." 

"Well,  then,  I'll  try  to  dress  a  little 
better  and  talk  a  little  more,  just  to  please 
you  and  papa.  I  am  glad  my  son  is  not 
ashamed  of  me." 

"I  hope  my  mother  is  not  ashamed  of 
me,"  said  Arthur,  gravely.  And  then  he 
told  her  in  a  few  words — so  few  that  it 
was  easy  to  see  how  deeply  he  felt— of  the 
conversation  between  his  godfather  and 
himself;  and  how  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  go  in  for  mathematics  and  give 
up  music  entirely. 

Susannah  breathed  a  sigh  of  thankful- 
ness, and  then  replied :  "Not  entirely,  my 
son.  Music  may  still  be  your  pleasure — 
your  staff,  if  not  your  crutch." 

"Not  at  present.  I  love  it  so  that  I 
must  give  it  up  if  I  mean  to  be  anything. 
And  I  do  mean  to  be  something,  some 
day,"  added  he,  tossing  his  head  and 
planting  his  foot  firmly  on  the  ground. 

The  young  think  the  old  were  never 
young.  It  did  not  occur  to  Arthur  that 
his  quiet  little  mother  felt  her  heart 
throb  while  he  spoke.     She  too  had  had 


her  dreams— of  fame,  ambition,  love— had 
written  verses  by  the  yard  and  stories  by 
the  dozen ;  yet  she  had  earned  her  bread  as 
a  daily  governess,  and  finally  would  end 
her  days  as  the  old  wife  of  a  country  par- 
son. But  she  had  eaten  cheerfully  the 
dry  bread  of  existence,  and  made  it  sweet 
by  thankfulness.  Though  tears  were  in 
her  eyes  now,  they  were  not  regretful 
tears. 

"I  think,  Arthur,  you  are  right.  The 
secret  of  life  is  not  to  do  what  one  likes, 
but  to  try  to  like  that  which  one  has  to 
do.  And  one  does  come  to  like  it — in 
time." 

"Yes,  mother.  And  if  I  turn  out  a 
great  Oxford  don,  shall  you  be  pleased  ? 
Would  you  like  me  to  make  a  name  for 
myself  ? — the  only  name  I've  got,"  added 
he,  with  a  slight  bitterness  of  tone  which 
went  to  Susannah's  heart.  "So  I'll  go 
in  for  the  scholarship  at  New  College, 
and  papa  need  not  spend  a  halfpenny 
upon  me  at  Oxford.  Then — poor  little 
Nanny  need  not  be  a  governess." 

"What  made  you  think  of  Nanny?" 
asked  Mrs.  Trevena,  with  some  surprise. 
For  the  children  had  scarcely  met  for 
years,  until  last  week,  and  then  only  for 
a  few  hours,  since  Arthur  came  home  at 
night,  and  Nanny  left  next  morning. 
She  had  been  very  shy  with  him,  and  he 
had  treated  her  with  the  majestic  bearing 
of  a  big  boy  toward  a  very  little  girl. 

"My  godfather  said  papa  ought  to  help 
Nanny,  and  not  me.  He  is  right ;  she  is  a 
girl — and  she  is  papa's  own." 

"And  you  are  my  own!"  answered  Su- 
sannah, with  the  pa^ssionate  tenderness 
that  she  so  seldom  expressed.  But  she 
said  no  more.  The  wisdom  of  parents 
sometimes  lies  in  accepting  rather  than  in 
making  sacrifices. 

Arthur  found  himself  less  miserable 
than  he  had  expected  to  be  at  the  garden 
party,  even  though  it  was,  as  some  one 
graphically  described,  "a  penn'orth  of 
all  sorts,"  through  which  the  hostess 
moved  like  a  condescending  queen.  She 
had  various  out-door  amusements  for  the 
inferior  folk — performing  dogs,  hand-bell 
ringers,  etc. — and  for  her  choicer  guests 
there  was  very  good  music  in  the  draw- 
ing-room. She  looked  politely  surprised 
when  she  saw  the  Trevenas  eagerly  listen- 
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"Do  you  play  or  sing,  Mrs.  Trevena  V 
No,  but  my  son  does." 
Oh,  indeed." 
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Here  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Hig-li-Clmrch  cu- 
rate, said  a  word  or  two,  wliicli  caused  the 
great  huly  to  put  up  her  i)ince-nez  (slie 
was  okl  enough  to  wear  spectacles,  but 
never  would)  and  scan  Arthur  sharply. 

Most  elderly  women — mothers  or  not 
— like  to  look  at  a  graceful  handsome 
boy.  As  this  childless  wonuin  did  so.  a 
vexed  expression  passed  over  her  face — 
not  regret  or  pain,  but  a  sort  of  irritation. 
An  outcry  against  Providence,  Mrs.  Tre- 
vena  thought  it  was,  and  felt  sorry  for 
her,  till  Lady  Damerel  broke  into  the 
most  gracious  of  careless  smiles. 

"Perhaps  Mr.— I  forget  his  Christian 
name — Mr.  Trevena  will  come  to  our  res- 
cue in  accompanying  a  trio  ?  Our  own 
pianist  has  not  come.  And  our  .soprano 
says  she  is  too  hoarse  to  sing.  We  are 
very  unfortunate." 

''Not  if  Ave  can  induce  you  to  take  her 
place,"  said  some  one  near.  "  You  know 
you  have  sung,  Lady  Damerel." 

'*  Oh  yes — a  little — when  I  was  a  girl," 
said  she,  carelessly,  listening  to  the  touch 
of  Arthur's  long  fingers  on  the  keys — the 
magic  touch  which  all  musicians  recog- 
nize. It  was  a  magnificent  piano,  and 
the  artist's  delight  overcame  the  boy's 
shyness. 

''Play  something,"  she  said;  and  Ar- 
thur played — exceedingly  well.  "  Do  you 
read  at  sight  ?'' — and  she  placed  the  trio 
before  him.  It  was  one  of  those  dashing 
operatic  scenas  of  the  last  generation,  full 
of  show  and  difficulty,  and  embellished 
with  fioriUire.  Arthur  dashed  into  it — 
so  did  the  tenor  and  bass — and  finally,  as 
if  she  could  not  help  it,  the  soprano. 

Lady  Damerel  must  have  had  a  fine 
voice  once;  and  even  now  had  the  brill- 
iant remains  of  it:  a  thoroughly  culti- 
vated voice — not  tender,  not  pathetic,  but 
high  and  flexible  as  a  musical  instru- 
ment, and  capable  of  executing  those 
wonderful  tours  de  force  which  "bring 
the  house  down."  She  did  it  now,  seem- 
ing quite  to  forget  herself  in  the  pleasure 
of  her  own  performance :  so  much  so  that 
she  thought  necessary  to  apologize. 

"I  am  almost  too  old  to  sing;  but  I 
used  to  like  it  once.  Now— in  my  posi- 
tion— with  my  many  social  duties — of 
course  a  lady  is  different  from  a  profes- 
sional." 

"You  might  have  been  a  professional, 
ma'am,  you  sing  so  splendidly.  I  never 
heard  anything  better,  even  in  America." 

The  honest  Kentuckian  had  been  stand- 


ing outside  the  open  French  window,  and 
now  walked  in — in  his  enthusiasm  not 
waiting  to  be  introduced.  When  Mr, 
Trevena  mentioned  "Dr.  Franklin, "Lady 
Damerel  suddenly  turned  round. 

"I  guess  you  never  saw  an  American 
before.  And  perhaps,  ma'am,  in  my  com- 
pliments to  3'our  singing,  I  was  more  hon- 
est than  i)olite.  But  when  we  like  a  thing 
we  also  like  to  .say  so." 

Lady  Damerel  bowed.  She  looked 
white — possibly  with  the  exertion  of  sing- 
ing. 

"  America's  a  fine  country,  ma'am,  and 
we've  some  uncommonly  fine  singers 
there— fine  women  too,  especially  in  the 
South.  You  remind  me  of  my  country- 
women exceedingly.'' 

Again  Lady  Damerel  bowed,  rather 
haughtily;  and  .sat  down,  almost  liiding 
her  face  with  her  large  fan.  But  no 
blush  came  to  lier  cheek  except  the  per- 
manent one  which  it  owed  to  art:  and 
she  had  the  stereotyped  smile  of  a  person 
well  used  to  flattery. 

!Mrs.  Trevena,  rather  annoyed  at  her 
good  friend's  bluntness,  took  the  first  op- 
portunity of  getting  him  away — much  to 
his  amusement. 

"I  wanted  to  talk  to  Lady  Damerel. 
She's  an  uncommonly  handsome  woman 
still,  and  very  like  an  American.  I  won- 
der where  she  was  raised  ?  I'm  sure  I've 
seen  her  somewhere — or  somebody  very 
like  her.  Has  she  got  a  sister,  do  you 
know  ?  And  what  sort  of  a  fellow  is  the 
husband  ?" 

Poor  Sir  Charles  w^as  meekly  seated 
outside  in  his  self-propelled  chair,  speak- 
ing to  few  people,  and  apparently  very 
much  afraid  of  everybody,  especially  his 
wife;  for  he  kept  out  of  her  way  as  much 
as  possible.  Wreck  as  he  was,  he  had  a 
refined,  amiable  face — and  stretched  out  a 
long,  feeble  hand,  knotted  and  distorted 
with  rheumatism,  to  the  stranger. 

"Glad  to  see  you — glad  to  see  you — 
and  so  will  my  wife  be.  Lady  Damerel  is 
an  American." 

"  Eh  !  why  didn't  she  say  so  ?"  mutter- 
ed the  doctor;  and,  after  a  few  words  of 
civil  conversation,  went  back  to  the  draw- 
ing-room and  watched  her  again.  She 
sang  no  more,  but  stood  talking,  or  rather 
listening,  the  centre  of  a  group  of  talkers, 
with  a  polite  absent  smile,  melting  gradu- 
ally into  the  weary  dissatisfaction  which 
was  the  permanent  expression  of  her  face 
whenever  she  ceased  speaking. 
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*'  That  isn't  a  happy  Avoman.  or  a  good 
woman."  said  the  doctor  to  Mrs.  Trevena. 

•'  Perhaps  if  she  were  happy  she  miglit 
be  g-Qod." 

"  I  don't  believe  it.  People  make  their 
own  bed — nearly  always — and  as  tliey 
make  it  they  have  to  lie  upon  it.  What 
a  lite  she  must  have  led  that  poor  old  fel- 
h')w :  Is  she  his  second  wife,  do  you 
think  r 

"Xo.  He  once  tokl  my  husband  they 
had  been  married  over  thirty  years,  and 
had  had  four  children — two  boys  first,  and 
then  two  girls — all  of  whom  are  dead.  She 
never  cared  for  them,  he  said :  but  the  poor 
old  man  seemed  to  have  been  fond  of  his 
children."' 

'"I've  seen  her  before — I'm  certain  I 
have."  said  Dr.  Franklin,  meditatively,  as 
he  leaned  against  the  window  outside. 
watching  everybody  and  everything,  but 
himself  unobserved.  ""There,  she  has 
taken  off   her    o-loves.      I   alwaws   notice 


hands:  they  are  as  characteristic  as  faces. 
And  wdiat  a  diamond  ring!" 

The  Kentuckiau  was  beginning  a  whis- 
tle—a long,  loud  whistle  of  intense  aston- 
ishment— but  stopped  himself. 

"  ■  Good  Lord !  Yes.  I  was  right.  I 
have  seen  lier  before.  It's  the  very  wo- 
man !"■ 

'"AVhat  woman  r"  asked  Susannah,  in- 
nocently. She  had  drifted  away  from 
the  subject,  and  become  absorbed  in  weak 
contemplation — of  her  boy.  of  coarse!  his 
graceful  figure,  his  happy,  handsome,  in- 
terested face,  as  he  stood  talking  to  the 
tenor  singer.  In  looking  at  him  and 
thinking  of  his  future,  how  soon  he 
wotild  be  a  man.  and  what  a  good,  clev- 
er, noble  man  he  was  likely  to  be — a  com- 
mon delusion  of  mothers!— she  had  en- 
tirely forgotten  Lady  Damereh 

"TVhat  woman,  Mrs.  Trevena  i"  echoed 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  sharp  whisper.  "Why 
— that  woman  at  Andermatt." 
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DAEK  the  shadows  close  round  my  sad  spirit. 
Encamped  in  their  terrible  power. 
Encamped  like  an  army  beleaguering 

Some  desolate  tower. 
There  is  naught,  my  soul  murmurs,  but  sorrow; 

What  eager  endeavor  shall  dare 
These  shadows  that  raise  their  fell  standard 

To  mantle  the  air. 
Blown  out  by  the  black  breath  of  boding. 

Of  death  and  despair! 

Then  suddenly  into  the  darkness. 

Like  the  northern  lights'  radiance,  streams 
The  tale  that  I  read  in  my  childhood. 

That  swept  through  my  dreams 
With  cohorts  of  angels,  and  squadrons 

Of  stars  with  their  spears  all  one  way. 
Fading  out  in  a  wan  and  white  splendor 

At  the  gray  break  of  day. 
Half  guessed  in  the  lustre  of  noontide. 

Half  glimpsed  in  my  play. 


For,  behold,  the  great  prophet  was  lying 
Hid  away  in  the  dim  city's  bound. 

And  the  Syrian  king  sent  his  captains 
To  compass  him  round. 

With  the  strong  men  of  war  and  their  chariot: 
And  the  host  of  the  horsemen  and  foot. 
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The  treasure  of  scarlet,  the  shxve  girls, 

With  shawm  and  with  liute. 
The  bowmen,  the  slingers,  the  lances, 

In  Hashing  pursuit. 

How  fair  lay  the  land  as  the  evening 

Shed  there  its  sighing  surcease. 
And  nightfall  and  dewfall  had  spread  there 

The  purple  of  peace! 
How  sweet  the  song  rose  from  the  house-top. 

The  tinkle  far  off  from  the  fold, 
While  in  dim  depths  all  star-sown  the  mountain 

Still  soared  rose  and  gold! 
What  hush  lay  beneath  the  dark  rani])art. 

What  balm  the  breeze  rolled! 

But  when  sunrise  struck  up  from  the  deserts 

A  ray  like  the  blade  of  a  sword, 
Whose  crests  were  these  set  to  salute  it, 

Whose  tents  were  this  horde, 
And  wet  with  the  morning  whose  banners 

That  light  winds  went  ruffling  were  they, 
Whose  javelins,  whose  shields,  still  pressed  forward, 

Whose  cries  rent  their  way 
Through  the  glitter  and  tumult  to  vanquish 

One  man  old  and  gray  ? 

Then  the  youth  who  was  staff  to  the  seer 

Fared  forth  in  the  fresh  early  hour, 
And  his  heart  burst  within  him  confronting 

The  Assyrian  power. 
But  the  clear-seeing  prophet  cried,  "Fear  not, 

For  they  that  be  with  us  are  more 
Than  they  that  be  with  them!"     And,  praying, 

Bade  turn  him  where  frore 
All  the  dells  and  the  horns  of  the  mountain 

With  dew  were  yet  hoar. 

There  the  opaline  cloud  slowly  lifting. 

The  rock  darkly  dripping,  and  there— 
Lo,  the  chariots  of  fire!     Lo,  a  mightier 

Encampment  lay  bare! 
Shod  with  lightning  and  clothed  with  thunder 

The  horse  reared,  and  poised  for  vast  fight. 
Troops  of  stars  on  their  spear-heads,  receding 

In  infinite  light. 
Archangels  in  phalanx  of  glory 

Burned  silent  and  white! 

The  chariots  of  fire,  and  the  horsemen! 
Shall  the  lad  in  his  innocence  see 

The  help  of  the  hills,  and  shall  nature 
Deny  it  to  me  ? 

O  shadows  that  close  round  my  spirit 

In  the  clefts  of  the  rocks  haste  and  hide! 

For  me,  too,  the  mountain  is  trembling 
Where  heaven's  hosts  abide, 

Great  forces  are  thrilling  and  arming- 
God  fights  on  my  side! 
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BY  WILLIAM  H.  INGERSOLL. 


WHATEVER  may  be  our  spiritual 
conception  of  the  person  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  as  an  object  of  faith, it  is  more 
than  x)robable  that  each  of  us  has  some  ob- 
jective ideal  of  the  Man  Christ  Jesus,  de- 
rived from  some  favorite  picture  once  seen 
and  ever  remembered.  It  rises  before  us 
whenever  we  think  of  Him.  It  does  not 
satisfy  us — no  single  ideal  ever  does ;  but 
it  is  still  a  part  of  our  conception  of  Him 
who  "was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among* 
us,"  and  we  accept  it  as  a  memorial,  as 
we  do  the  pictured  faces  of  our  beloved. 
Years  ago,  the  writer  saw  a  x^icture  with 
this  inscription  :  "The  only  true  likeness 
Vol.  LXXII.— No.  432.-64 


of  our  Saviour,  taken  from  one  carved 
on  an  emerald,  by  command  of  Tiberius 
Caesar,  and  given  from  the  treasury  of 
Constantinople  by  the  Emperor  of  the 
Turks  to  Pope  Innocent  VIIL,  for  the  re- 
demption of  his  brother,  taken  captive  by 
the  Christians." 

Further  search  discovered  the  same  pic- 
ture associated  with  different  incidents, 
and  led  to  a  study  of  the  pictorial  con- 
ceptions of  our  Lord  in  sacred  art. 

In  the  time  of  Christ  superstition  had 
suppressed  all  pictorial  Jewish  art  even  in 
portraiture,  and  though  skilful  and  in- 
genious in  all  else,  no  Jew  dared  to  paint 
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a  poi'lrait,  and  no  strict  one  ^voulcl  even 
allow  liis  own  to  be  painted,  for  fear  of  a 
violation  of  the  second  commandment. 
Portraiture  was  therefore  almost  exclu- 
sively in  heathen  liands,  and  consummate 
as  was  Greek  art  in  painting-  the  faces  and 
forms  of  men,  it  had  small  scope  in  that 
little  Syrian  province  of  the  Roman  world, 
where  a  painter  was  an  outcast. 

The  first  pictures  of  Christ  were  proba- 
bly the  work  of  some  of  His  own  disciples, 
and  gradually,  as  those  who  loved  Him 
desired  to  see  His  face  with  the  eye  of 
sense,  the  less  scrupulous  Gnostics,  with 
their  ruder  form  of  Greek  art,  repeated 
again  and  again  some  prototype  well 
known  to  them,  but  unknown  to  us. 

Very  early  in  Christian  history — as  early, 
indeed,  as  we  have  any  history  outside  of 
the  gospels — there  was  some  well-known 
ideal,  and  many  copies,  though  varA'ing 
among  themselves,  distributed  among  the 
Oriental  churches  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
not  always  the  same  in  every  detail,  but 
so  uniform  in  general  that  they  were  dis- 
tinguished at  sight.  The  earliest  known 
historical  mention  of  such  works,  though 
only  incidental,  is  made  by  Tertullian 
(born  in  a.d.  160),  who  criticises  a  picture 
of  Jesus  as  "incorrect,"  and  "wanting  in 
resemblance,  "  This  implies  that  there 
was  a  correct  type,  which  a  true  picture 
should  resemble.  Nothing  better  illus- 
trates the  number  and  antiquity  of  such 
pictures  than  the  fact  that  the  earliest  ec- 
clesiastical historian,  Eusebius,  in  340, 
speaks  of  them  as  very  plenty,  and  some 
of  them  already  very  ancient,  and  asso- 
ciated with  traditions  of  miraculous  ori- 
gin. Augustine,  in  the  next  century, 
speaks  of  "a  variety  of  numberless  pic- 
tures," and  alludes  to  some  of  them  as 
ancient. 

Two  leading  legends  are  notable  in 
connection  with  very  ancient  faces,  rep- 
resenting two  art-ideals  as  held  in  the  ri- 
val Churches  which  disputed  supremacy. 
The  earliest  in  its  narrative  is  one  known 
as  the  "  Abgarus"  or  "  Edessa"  picture,  a 
most  ancient  copy  of  which  is  now  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Bartolomeo,  in  Genoa.  The 
legend  is  as  old  as  the  apocryphal  gos- 
pels, in  one  of  which  a  letter  is  repeated 
which  Abgarus  wrote  to  Christ,  offering 
Him  the  loving  hospitality  of  the  little 
kingdom  and  city  of  Edessa,  or  Mesopo- 
tamian  Antioch.  Abgar  Uchamo,  "the 
black,"  or,  as  the  Armenian  historians 
call  him,  Apkar,  being  sick,  sent  his  sec- 


retary or  chamberlain,  named  Anan,  or 
Ananias,  who  was  also  an  artist,  to  carry 
this  letter  to  Jesus,  of  whose  w^onders  as  a 
miracle- w^orking  healer  Apkar  Iiad  heard. 
He  invited  Jesus  to  come  and  heal  liim. 
or,  if  He  cJould  not  go  to  Edessa,  to  allow 
the  messenger  to  take  a  portrait  to  bring 
to  his  royal  master.  Jesus,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  messenger,  said  that  He  could 
not  leave  His  work  to  journey  so  far,  but 
wrote  a  letter  to  Abgarus  thanking  him 
for  his  kind  offer.  Ananias  was  per- 
mitted to  try  his  art,  but  failed  in  every 
effort  to  paint  the  face  of  Christ.  It  nev- 
er seemed  twice  alike,  but  changed  with 
every  glance,  and  bewildered  the  painter 
with  its  dazzling  radiance.  Clirist  called 
for  a  towel  or  napkin,  and  after  washing 
His  face.  Aviped  it  on  the  towel,  and  gave 
it  to  Ananias,  impressed  with  the  com- 
plete image  in  natural  color  of  the  face 
which  he  had  failed  to  catch.  The  legend 
continues  with  a  history  of  wonderful 
adventui'es  and  miracles  wrought  by  the 
picture  in  its  journey  to  Edessa,  until  it 
reached  Abgarus,  who  was  healed  by  the 
first  sight  of  the  "lioly  face."  Our  first 
illustration  is  a  copy  of  this  famous  relic. 
The  original  of  this  work  was  probably 
the  picture  known  by  Tertullian,  and  al- 
luded to  by  Eusebius  and  the  earliest 
"fathers"  and  church  historians,  and 
Avhich  until  the  fourth  century  was  in  the 
city  of  Edessa.  It  is  believed  by  eminent 
antiquarians  to  have  been  the  original 
type,  or,  as  the  Germans  name  it,  the 
"  Prospographie." 

De  Reiskius  says  that  from  this  "Ab- 
garus" picture  the  image  on  the  earliest 
Greek  coins  was  taken.  Dr.  Gluckselig, 
of  Prague,  after  forty  years  of  study  in 
Europe  and  Asia,  claims  to  have  com- 
pleted the  true  ideal  by  combining  this 
"Edessene  type"  with  others  of  the  most 
ancient  pictures  and  traditions,  thus  pro- 
ducing an  eclectic  ideal  which  he  believes 
will  give  the  truest  conception  of  the  actual 
living  Christ. 

The  other  of  the  miraculous  "achiero- 
typoi,"  or  "pictures  without  hands,"  is 
knoAvn  as  the  "Veronica."  It  is  sacred- 
ly revered  as  the  chief  treasure  of  the  Ro- 
man Church,  and  occupies  a  sanctuary  or 
reliquary  chapel  of  its  own  in  one  of  the 
four  great  piers  of  the  wonderful  dome  of 
St.  Peter's. 

Tlie  legend  goes  that  Christ,  on  the  way 
to  His  crucifixion,  toiling  along  the  "Via 
Dolorosa"  under  tlie  heavy  burden  of  His 
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cross,  falls  almost  in  front  of  the  dwell- 
ing" of  the  woman  whom  He  had  healed 
of  her  chronic  hemorrhage;  her  name 
was  Veronica,  or  Berenice.  Seeing*  Him, 
she  was  touched  with  compassion,  and 
offered  Him  her  veil,  or  sudariurn,  with 
which  to  wipe  His  face,  then  "covered 
with  sweat,  spittle,  dust,  and  blood, "and 
bruised  with  tiie  marks  of  the  brutal  fin- 
gers which  had  smitten  Him.  Christ 
received  her  offering,  and  to  reward  her 
kindness,  returned  the  sudarium  to  her 
' '  impressed  with  His  majestic  and  ven- 
erable image  in  all  its  lamentable  state 
of  sorrow  and  pain." 

The  "sixth  station"  of  the  cross  in 
Catholic  churches  represents  this  scene. 
Roman    ecclesiastical   literature   makes 
mention  of  this  legend  frequently  and 
continuously  for  centuries,  and  an  an- 
cient manuscript  in  the  Vatican,  "  AZye- 
ris  Roma  in  ogni  Stato,^^  repeats  the 
story  of  its  being  brought  to  Rome  by 
messengers  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  who  had 
been  sent  to  Jerusalem  to  invite  Christ 
to    heal    Tiberius    of    a    great    illness. 
They  learn  that  Jesus  had  already  been 
crucified,  but  hearing  of  Veronica  and 
the  sacred  image  in  her  possession,  they 
invited  her  to  go   to  Rome  with   them. 
She  went,  and  Tiberius  was  healed  on  her 
appearing    before    him    with    the  "holy 
face."     Tiberius,  on  account  of  this  signal 
miracle,  desired  to  honor  Christ   in   the 
Roman  Pantheon,  but  the  Roman  senate 
refused  to  give  homage  to  a  man  among 
their  gods. 

The  copy  which  we  present  is  from  one 
printed  on  cloth  in  the  sacristy  of  St.  Pe- 
ter's at  Rome,  authenticated  with  the  seal 
and  certificate  of  the  Canon.  Its  inscrip- 
tion reads,  "The  true  image  of  the  holy 
face  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  religiously 
venerated  and  kept  in  Rome  in  the  Basil- 
ica of  St.  Peter,  in  the  Vatican." 

This  is  a  very  ancient  picture,  beyond 
question,  and  is  now  so  dark  with  age 
and  decay,  and  has  been  so  long  confined 
out  of  the  light,  that  it  is  almost  invis- 
ible. It  hangs  on  a  back-board,  and  is 
enclosed  in  a  rich  frame  of  gold,  silver, 
and  jewels,  covered  with  a  crystal  plate. 
There  are  several  of  this  class  in  Europe 
claiming  originality,  and  there  is  much 
variation  among  the  legends,  confusing 
the  "  Abgarus"  story  with  the  "Veron- 
ica," and  vice  versa. 

As  the  Abgarus  and  Veronica  pictures 
represent  two  of  the  ancient  rival  Churcli- 
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es,  the  Oriental  and  the  Roman,  they  also 
represent  the  conflicting  ideals  of  the  early 
fathers.  One  class,  the  Oriental  and  Afri- 
can prelates,  insisted,  upon  the  authority 
of  the  fifty -third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  that 
He  was  "  without  form  or  comeliness;  and 
when  we  shall  see  Him,  there  is  no  beauty 
that  we  should  desire  Him." 

Justin  Martyr,  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
Tertullian,  Origen,  and  St.  Cyril  main- 
tained this  view,  which  obtained  the  gen- 
eral acceptance  of  the  Church  in  the  East, 
although  John  of  Damascus  and  Gregory 
of  Ny.-^sa  protested.  The  Gnostic  and  By- 
zantine ideals  were  the  crystallized  forms 
of  this  conception.  The  Jews  had  the 
same  variety  of  ideas  upon  the  same  Scrip- 
ture basis  as  to  the  Messiah.  The  "Tal- 
mud Sanhedrim"  held  that  He  was  to  be 
intensely  uncomely,  and  even  "a  leper," 
while  Abarbanel  maintained  that  the 
prophecies  demanded  the  youthful  ideal 
of  the  royal  beauty  of  David. 

The  Western  class  of  Christian  fathers, 
on  the  authority  of  the  forty- fifth  Psalm, 
considered  Christ  as  "fairer  than  the  chil- 
dren of  men,"  "chiefest  among  ten  thou- 
sand," and  "altogether  lovely."  They 
therefore  sympathized  with  the  ideal  beau- 
ty of  the  Apollo-like  conception,  of  the 
classic  type  with  the  traditional  features. 
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attempted  by  some  early  painters.    Among 
those  early  advocates  of  the  ideal  beauty- 
were    Chrysostom,   Ambrose,    Augustine, 
and  Jerome,  with  Gregory  of  Nys.sa  and  St. 
John  of  Damascus  of  the  Eastern  fathers. 
Eusebius,  in   his  ecclesiastical   history, 
about  340,  describes  a  statue  which  he  had 
seen    at    "  Paneas,"    or 
Caesarea    Philippi.      He 
says:  "They  say  that  the 
woman  Avho  had  an  issue 
of  blood,  mentioned  by 
the    Evangelists,  was   a 
native  of  tliis  place,  and 
that  her  house  is  shown 
in  the  city,  and  the  won- 
derful monuments  of  our 
Saviour  s  benefits  to  her 
still  remain.  At  the  gates 
of  her  liouse,  on  an  ele- 
vated stone,  stands  a  bra- 
zen image  of  a  woman 
on  her  bended  knee,  with 
her  hands  stretched  out 
like  one  entreating.    Op- 
l^osite  to  this  is  another  image,  of  a  man 
erect,  of  the  same  material,  clad  in  a  mantle, 
and  stretching  out  his  hand  to  the  woman. 
This  statue,  they  say,  is  a  statue  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  it  has  remained  even  until  our 
times,  so  that  we  ourselves  saw  it  whilst 
tarrying   in   that    city."     And   he    adds: 
"Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  those 


of  the  Gonlilos  who  were 
anciently  benelited  by  our 
Saviour  should  have  done 
these  tilings,  since  we  have 
also  seen  representations  of 
Peter  and  Paul,  and  of 
^rj  Christ  himself,  still  pi-csent 
in  paintings." 

Thei'e  lias  been  much  de- 
bate and  criticism  about  this 
now  lost  "Paneas"'  relic,  but 
various  allusions  to  it  in  the 
early  histoiy  of  the  churcli 
yjrove  that  it  was  well 
known,  and  an  ancient  sar- 
co})hagus  of  the  fourth  century  shows  the 
same  figures  in  the  same  positions.  Small 
images  in  brass  in  the  form  of  statues,  and 
medals  bearing  the  bust  of  Christ,  with  le- 
gends or  inscriptions  in  Hebrew  or  Greek, 
were  frequent  in  the  earliest  times.  These 
are  believed  to  be  of  Gnostic  origin,  and  to 
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belong  to  the  first,  second,  and  third  cen- 
turies.   They  were  probably  used  as  tokens 
or  amulets.      The  discovery  of  an  example 
of  this  medal  class  in  1793,  at  Bryngvvyn 
in  Wales,  where  there  had  been  a  very 
ancient  temple,  and  a  similar  medal,  dif- 
ferent in  details,  found  near  Cork  in  1812, 
led  to  an  earnest  study  of  the  archaeology 
of  the  Christ  medals.     An  eminent  au- 
thority, Hottinger,  says  that   such   as 
these  were  produced  in  gold  and  silver 
as  well  as  bronze,  and  some  with  He- 
brew inscriptions  were   made   for  the 
early  Jewish  converts,  and  were  even 
continued  into  the  Middle  Ages.     Our 
illustration   shows  that   found   at   the 
ancient  circus  in  Wales.     The  inscrip- 
tion is  in  Hebrew,  and  reads:      "The 
Messiah    has    reigned.      He    came    in 
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peace,  and  being*  made 
the  light  of  man,  He 
lives. "  This  relic  is  now 
in  the  Ashmolean  libra- 
ry at  Oxford,  but  is  re- 
garded as  probably  a 
copy  of  a  more  ancient 
original.  These  medals 
may  be  classed  accord- 
ing to  their  inscriptions, 
which  are  in  Hebrew, 
Greek,  or  Latin.  The 
Hebrew  medals  were  for 
Jewish  converts,  and 
were  generally  what 
may  be  called  the  Mes- 
siah class,  as  they  bore 
some  motto  or  title  re- 
ferring to  Christ  the 
Messiah.  One  present- 
ed is  from  Wagenseiln's 
book  on  the  ancient 
coins  and  medals,  and 
he  believes  it  to  belong 
to  the  first  century. 
The  Hebrew  text  reads: 
"  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
Messiah,  God,  and  Man 
in  one."  The  Greek  classes,  probably  for 
the  Hellenist  converts,  were  of  two  chief 
varieties :  one  with  the  inscription,  ' '  Jesus 
Christ,  King  of  Kings,"  in  Greek  capitals, 
assigned  to  the  second  or  third  century ; 
and  another,  with  the  word  "Emmanuel" 
in  some  form  of  motto  or  title,  assigned 
to  the  fifth  century.  A  fourth  class,  much 
more  recent,  may  be  called  the  ' '  Salvator 
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Mundi"  medals.  The  example  here  shown 
is  doubly  interesting,  as  it  appears  from 
its  Latin  inscription  on  the  reverse  that 
it  was  designed  from  the  "emerald  ver- 
nicle. "  The  same  story  is  told  as  that  con- 
nected with  the  Tiberius  Caesar  portrait, 
"carved  on  an  emerald,"  except  that  it 
gives  another  name  to  the  Turkish  emper- 
or, as  "Theucris  the  Great."  This  en- 
graving is  from  the  bronze  medal  in  the 
King's  Cabinet  of  the  British  Museum, 
mentioned  in  the  work  of  C.  W.  King  on 
"  Early  Christian  Numismatics." 

We  reach  historical  ground  in  the  ear- 
liest monumental  picture  from  the  Cata- 
combs of  "  Domitilla,"  sometimes  improp- 
erly assigned  to  the  St.  Calixtus.  There 
is  a  more  general  consent  concerning  this, 
except  as  to  its  location,  than  is  given  to 
any  one  of  the  earlier  works.  It  is  from  a 
fresco,  and  its  historical  argument  has  been 
well  studied.  The  cemetery  in  which  this 
portrait  appeared  dates  from  about  A.  D.  200, 
Avhile  the  early  Christians  were  hiding  from 
persecution,  and  worshipping  and  almost 
living  under-ground.  These  Catacombs, 
it  should  be  remembered,  were  closed  by 
Pope  Damasus  about  865.  The  style  of 
composition  of  this  work  indicates  a  time 
prior  to  the  symbolical  incidents  which 
later  art  invented.     There  is  no  "  nimbus" 
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or  "glory''  about  llie  head,  and  its  bein,2f 
iindraped  also  indicates  a  time  prior  to  tlie 
adoption  in  art  of  the  characteristic  rai- 
ment of  our  Lord.  It  appears  to  be  a 
bold  and  distinct  idea,  witli  a  poi-trait- 
like  definiteness,  significant  of  an  actual 
or  intended  likeness  from  a  well-known 
type  or  an  original.  Dignified  and  sim- 
ple, it  is  yet  kind  and  benevolent  in  ex- 
pression, as  of  one  whom  men  loved  to 
look  ui^on  and  revere.  From  the  nu- 
m(;rous  works  in  these  nnder-ground 
cemeteries  we  may  select  another  w^hich 
illustrates  the  argument  that  mosaics  of 
Christ  were  well  known  as  early  as  the 
fourth  century.  A  fresco  of  life  size,  in 
imitation  of  a  mosaic,  was  taken  from 
the  cemetery  of  St.  Calixtus,  and  is  now 
in  the  museum  of  the  Vatican.  We  pre- 
sent a  copy.  It  is  a  profile  in  natural 
colors,  with  all  the  traditional  features, 
but  no  nimbus,  and  what  is  very  rare,  a 
green  i^obc.  The  face  is  rather  Jewish, 
but  modified  with  some  Greek  features. 
The  expression  is  grave  and  pleasant,  but 
the  region  of  the  mouth  is  rather  sensual 
in  fulness.      Ferret,  the  great  French  au- 


ihoi'ity  (Ml  lln'  ( 'atacombs, 
phu-cs  tills  woi'k  in  the 
t'ourtli  ct'ntury.  >'i-(nii  the 
Hr.st  to  tlu'  fourlli  (•rnturi<'s 
worlv  continued  in  these 
sanctuaries  of  both  tlui  dead 
and  the  living,  and  included 
ryvvy  variety  of  mcmnriai 
ill  every  kind  <»l'  ;irl .  from 
ruilc  sketches  on  llie  plain 
l)hister  walls  to  the  elab- 
orately arched.  ex<'avated 
chapels,  adorned  with  fres- 
coes, mosaics,  and  statuary. 
A  fi'e(|nent  figure  was 
Christ  crowning  the  mar- 
tyi's,  or  i)erforming  the  nnr- 
acles  mentioned  in  the  New 
Tt»stament .  Sacramental 
vessels  of  gla.ss,  adorned 
with  gill  designs  enclosed 
within  tlie  glass,  were 
found  in  great  mnnbei's  in 
the  Catacoml)  niches,  eacli 
of  w  liich  contained  a  body, 
genei'ally  seah'd  in  with  a 
stone  slab  on  the  front. 
Sometimes  these  glasses 
were  found  unbroken 
'MiJ.s.  among    the    bones    of    the 

skeleton,  just  as  they  were 
solenmly   deposited    in    the 
early  centui-ies.     Again  they  w(^re  embed- 
ded  in    the   mortar   in    which    the  bodies 
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wei'e  often  laid,  one  at  tlie  head  and  an- 
otlier  at  tlie  feet.  They  ^ere  generally 
paterce,  or  eucharistic  plates,  or  the  chal- 
ices for  the  sacramental  wine,  but  some- 
times were  flasks  which  had  contained  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs.  All  of  them  boi*e 
their  golden  pictures  and  inscriptions  em- 
bedded in  the  glass,  and  even  now  they 
are  bright  and  beautiful,  though  the  glass 
is  faded  and  broken .  The  face  of  Christ  was 
often  sliown  in  the  classic  or  Apollo  type 
of  a  beardless  youth,  and  frequently  in  the 
i*egular  Xazarene  type  with  the  long  hair 
and  full  beard,  "^e  give  an  example  of 
the  glass  amulet,  or  tessera,  made  to  be 
worn  suspended  about  the  neck.  This  is 
an  important  specimen,  as  it  nullifies  the 
argument  which  has  been  made  that  the 
first  pictui*es  were  all  the  beardless  or 
classic  type.  The  age  of  the  catacombs, 
however,  does  not  limit  the  age  of  the  glass 
object.  Tertullian.  early  in  the  third  cen- 
tury, speaks  of  these  glass  vessels  as  pi'eva- 
lent  previous  to  his  day,  but  then  super- 
seded by  metal.  In  the  grave  of  Eutychia, 
in  the  cemetery  of  St.  Agues,  near  Rome, 
this  amulet  was  found  near  the  breast  on 
which  it  had  pi^obably  1>een  worn  in  life. 
It  represents  Christ  beai'ing  the  fruit  of 
the  tree  of  life,  and  the  same  subject  was 
found  in  another  patera,  beainiless,  and 
with  short  hair.  But  in  this  amulet  the 
classic  style  of  dress,  the  short  tunic,  ap- 
peal's, with  the  bearded  and  long-haired 
ideal.  Thjs  figure  also  resembles  "the 
Good  Shepherd"  ideal,  often  appearing  in 
glass,  in  frescoes,  and  statuary.     TTe  pre- 


sent a  copy  of  a  Good  Shephei-d  statue  from 
the  Catacombs,  now  in  the  Vatican.  The 
origiual  is  of  marble,  about  two  feet  liigh. 


THE  "GOOD    SHEPHESD 
Frorii  PrTTri  .-^r.  ihe  vara 
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and  Rumolir  declares  it  to  be  tlie  earliest 
distinctively  Christian  sculpture.  In  gen- 
eral style  and  di*ess  it  is  also  a  good  speci- 
men of  the  classic  ideal,  Avhich  often  had 
the  hair  long,  full,  and  curly,  even  when 
witliout  the  beard. 

When  Christianity  had  conquered  the 
conqueroi*s  of  Rome,  and  the  tii"st  convert- 
ed emperor.  Constantine,  took  the  throne, 
with  Constantinople  as  his  capital,  the 
long-persecuted  i-eligion  which  had  hid- 
den in  the  Catacombs  and  in  caves  of  the 
earth  came  forth  as  the  triumphant  faith 
and  the  imperial  law  of  the  Roman  world. 

Emblems  of  the  faith  of  Christ  tri- 
umphant as  King  of  kings  are  proudly 
emblazoned  on  the  labanim  ensign  and 
on  the  coinage  of  the  realm  during  the 
reign  of  Constantine  and  several  of  his 
successors.  The  Christ  image  in  full  face 
appears  on  the  gold  coin  of  Justinian  in 
the  style  of  tiie  Byzantine  ideal.  De  Reis- 
kius,  a  special  student  of  the  subject, 
says  that  the  face  of  Christ  on  this  coin 
was  derived  from  the  Abgarus  picture. 
Our  illustration  is  from  the  work  of  De 
Reiskius.  The  **  book  of  truth"  in  the  left 
hand  of  Christ,  and  the  position  of  the 
right  hand  in  benediction,  are  in  the  Ori- 
ental manner, with  the  Angel's  so  disposed 
as  to  suggest  the  lettei-s  of  •'Christos" 
in  Greek.  Several  of  the  Byzantine  em- 
perors and  some  of  the  popes  issued  coins 
bearing  the  sacred  ethgy. 

In  Venice.  Pisa,  Florence,  and  Rome 
beautiful  mosaics,  often  of  colossal  size, 
were  wrought  in  domes  and  apses  of  the 
grandest  basilicas  and  cathedrals.  Such 
works,  well  known  to  art  students  and 
travellers,  date  from  the  fifth  to  the  ninth 
centuries.  One  of  the  finest  for  liveli- 
ness, beauty,  and  dignity  is  the  colossal 
Christ  enthroned  in  the  apse  of  the  an- 
cient Church  of  St.  Cosmo  and  Damiano. 
in  Rome.  This  majestic  figure  is  justly 
considered  as  the  finest  mosaic  Christ.  The 
general  style  of  the  enthroned  Christ  is  a 
sitting  figure  with  a  book  or  "scroll  of 
truth"  held  in  the  left  hand  or  resting  on 
the  left  knee,  with  the  right  hand  raised 
or  extended,  with  the  fingers  disposed  in 
the  Oriental  attitude  of  benediction,  the 
third  finger  touching  the  thumb.  One 
of  this  class,  from  the  apse  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Apollinare  Nuova.  at  Ravenna,  of 
the  sixth  century,  we  produce  on  page 
942.  It  is  of  the  Byzantine  type,  much 
like  the  great  figure  in  the  ancient  arch 
still  iH-eserved  in  the  magnificent  newly 


restored  Church  of  "St.  Paul  outside  the 
walls,""  of  Rome. 

With  Cimabue,  a  student  of  the  Greek 
school,  there  comes  a  change  and  a  re- 
vival, or  i*ather  the  birth  of  fi*ee  Italian 
art.  He  hands  down  the  Greek  ideals  of 
Giunta  and  Pisano,  beautified  and  spiritu- 
alized by  his  own  genius,  and  set  free  to 
inspire  the  skill  and  devotion  of  his  great 
pupil.  Giotto,  and  his  school. 

Cimabue  introduces  the  intensely  poet- 
ical idea  of  weeping  angels  at  the  cmss  and 
tomb,  in  various  expressions  of  sympathy 
and  sorrow,  some  with  wringing  hands, 
some  with  covered  faces,  and  othei's  turn- 
ing in  horror  from  the  scene. 

Giotto,  early  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
several  times  paints  in  ground  composi- 
tions of  brilliant  color  whole  histories  of 
Christ,  representing  the  great  scenes  and 
leading  incidents  of  His  earthly  life.  In 
the  Giotto  Chapel  of  the  Arena  at  Padua, 
and  at  Florence  and  Assisi,  and  in  the 
Campo  Santo  at  Pisa,  are  still  to  be  seen  his 
dramatic  pictorial  life  of  Jesus.  His  ideal 
is  Byzantine,  in  general  form  of  features,  in 
the  "disk  nimbus,' or  golden  glory  around 
the  Saviour's  head,  and  in  the  details  of 
dress  and  ornament.  But  the  beauty  of 
a  refined  and  noble  face,  the  wonderful 
dramatic  grouping  of  figures,  and  the  ideal 
charm  of  landscape  and  scenic  incidents 
mark  an  era  in  the  history  of  painting. 

We  give  on  page  943  a  picture  from 
one  of  the  frescoes  of  the  Arena  at 
Padua,  representing  the  triumphant  en- 
try. Rude  and  simple  as  it  seems,  it  is 
quite  a  remarkable  work  for  directness 
and  simplicity  of  design.  There  is  not 
much  of  a  multitude,  but  the  incidents 
are  correct  and  very  compactly  designed. 
The  figures  in  the  palm-trees  are  pluck- 
ing branches  to  strew  the  way,  and  the 
kneeling  figures  are  spreading  their  gar- 
ments before  the  coming  King.  The 
gate  and  walls  of  the  royal  city  are  ab- 
surdly small,  but  the  suggestion  is  clear. 
It  may  be  said  that  Giotto's  Christs  are 
generally  in  profile,  though  there  are 
some  in  three-quarter  face  like  that  in  the 
Resurrection  scene,  and  in  full  face  like 
that  in  the  scene  before  Pilate.  The 
beard  of  Christ  is  generally  dark  and 
heavy,  and  the  nimbus  is  the  Byzantine 
disk,  very  solid,  and  in  no  way  suggestive 
of  divine  light.  With  Giotto  there  is  a 
grand  advance  in  motive  and  execution. 
To  the  new  freedom  in  design  and  the  ad- 
vancing ideal  conception  there  is  added,  in 
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Fra  Anj^elico,  llic  mystic  monk  of  Fiesole, 
a  delicate  intensity  oi'  reli<^iuu.s  fervor.  He 
often  painted  on  liis  knees,  in  tears,  witli  an 
exquisite  execution,  wliich  in  him  was  an 


refectory  of  the  Dominican  convcMit  at 
Mihm,  is  the  most  powerful  ami  all'ectin<^- 
fifj;'ure  in  the  world.  Our  illusti-ation  is  an 
enj'ravin"'  from  Da  Vincis  oriirinal  ciu*- 


actof  faithful  piety.    He  presented  the  very    toon,  now  in  the  Brera  Palace  at  Milan. 


From  Hanierton's  "  Portfolio 


THE    UAVENNA    MOSAIC. 

By  permission  of  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Seeiey  uiid  Co.,  London. 


ideal  of  angelic  refinement  of  face  and  ex- 
pression. His  forms  were  generally  tall 
and  slender,  and  his  faces  narrow  and 
long,  but  finished  with  the  delicacy  which 
characterized  his  miniature  and  manu- 
script work. 

The  high-ideal  mark  of  the  religious 
spirit  combined  with  the  human  thought 
is  reached  in  Leonardo  da  Vinci.  His 
well-known  Christ  at  the  "Last  Supper," 
now  almost  invisible  on  the  walls  of  the 


Passing  over  many  other  great  names, 
we  come  to  the  Carracci  family  of  realists, 
whose  works  express  the  life  and  feeling 
of  their  own  day.  The  beautiful  Christ 
of  Annibale  Carracci  is  a  favorite  with  art 
lovers,  and  has  been  copied  in  every  style 
for  three  centuries.  Our  engraving  (page 
945)  is  from  the  bust  picture  in  Dresden. 
It  is  remarkable  for  lively  expression, 
large  brilliant  eyes,  fine  mouth  and  nose, 
and  soft,  light,  curly  hair  and  beard. 
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We  have  reserved  mention  of  the  so- 
called  Tiberius  Caesar  pictures,  because  this 
class,  relating"  to  the  "holy  vernicle,"  or 
the  "emerald  vernicle,"  is  associated  with 
a  story  of  Bajazet,  Sultan  of  Constantino- 
ple, and  Pope  Innocent  VIII.,  previously 
alluded  to. 

We  i3resent  on  pag-e  946  a  copy,  one  of  a 
multitude,  associated  with  some  variety  of 
the  "ransom"  story,  which  exist  in  Europe 
and  in  England.  The  original  "emerald 
vernicle"  is  lost,  and  is  now  only  known 
by  copies  in  paintings.  Presents  of  gems 
like  this  "emerald"  were  frequent  offer- 
ings by  the  Eastern  emperors,  and  the 
"ransom"  story  is  not  improbable,  except 
as  to  the  "order  of  Tiberius  Csesar."  But 
it  is  likely  that  a  general  belief  in  the 
validity  of  this  claim  created  such  a  de- 
mand for  copies  that  they  were  made  in 
"cameo,"  "tapestry,"  and  a  number  of 


paintings  in  Italy,  Germany,  France,  and 
England.  The  face  is  a  sharp  Greek 
profile,  and  the  left  shoulder  is  so  ad- 
vanced as  to  show  the  back.  An  illus- 
tration of  the  famous  bi'onze  medal,  sup- 
posed to  be  copied  from  the  emerald,  has 
been  given  on  page  937.  Another  copy  of 
this  "  vernicle"  is  woven  into  a  curious  bit 
of  tapestry  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick. It  probably  belongs  to  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  bears  a  Latin  inscription 
woven  into  the  texture,  as  follows :  "vera 

SALVATORIS  NOSTRI  EFFIGIES  AD  IMITA- 
TIONEM  IMAGINIS  SMARAGDO  INCISE  JUSSU 
TIBERII  C^SARIS,  QUO  SMARAGDO  POSTEA 
EX  THESAURO  CONSTANTINOPOLITANO  TUR- 
CARUM  IMPERATOR  INNOCENTIUM  VIII  PONT. 
MAX.  ROM.   DONAVIT   PRO   REDI3IEXDO   FRA- 

TRJE  CHRISTIANIS  CAPTivo.*'  (A  true  like- 
ness of  Our  Saviour,  copied  from  the  por- 
trait carved  on  an  emerald  bv  order  of  Ti- 
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THE  "  REDKMPTOK    MLNDI.'  —  [hY    HANS    MEMMNG.] 


berius  Cirsar,  whicli  emerald  tlie  Emperor 
of  tlie  Turks  afterward  frave  out  of  tlie 
treasury  of  Coiistaiitinoi)le  to  Pope  Inno- 
cent YIII.  for  tlie  redemption  of  his  bro- 
ther, taken  captive  by  the  Christians.) 
Tlie  face  is  more  like  the  pictures  from 
the  "emerald  vernicle"  than  that  on  the 
medal. 

The  early  Dutch,  Flemish,  and  German 
artists  generally  studied  in  Italy,  and 
brought  from  thence  the  prevalent  ideals. 
At  first  they  found  the  Byzantine  type  of 
the  mediaeval  schools,  and  reproduced  it  at 
home,  but  being  less  under  the  influence 
of  traditions,  they  rapidly  developed  their 
own  national  types.  Conceptions  became 
more  free  and  original,  and  native  tastes 
began  to  demand  a  Christ  type  appealing 
to  popular  feelings.  One  of  the  earliest  to 
develop  the  home  ideal  was  the  soldier  of 
fortune  known  to  art  as  Hans  Memling. 
He  was  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  a 
pupil  of  Roger  of  Bruges,  and  remark- 
able for  boldness  of  design,  grace  of  ex- 
pression, and  refinement  of  color.  His 
"Redemptor  Mundi"  shows  the  influence 
of  the  Byzantine  type  even  upon  his  own 
free  art  spirit.  The  style  and  apparel 
are  Byzantine,  but  the  features  are  Ger- 
man—a grave  and  dignified  but  real  face, 
rather  like  Quentin  Matsys  and  the  Co- 
logne school.  The  works  of  Rembrandt, 
the  "  King  of  Shadows,"  present  fine  ex- 
amx^les  of  the  national  tendency  in  treat- 
ing the  features  of  our  Lord.      The  con- 


ception by  this  master  in  the  Louvre  ex- 
hibits a  face  which  but  for  hair  and 
beard  might  be  taken  for  a  Dutch  por 
trait.  It  is  grave,  dignified,  and  noble, 
with  a  pure  and  benevolent  expression 
upon  the  national  features. 

Vandyck  often  painted  Christ  with  bold 
design  and  delicate  refinement  of  execu- 
tion, though  generally  with  a  narrow  and 
l)inched  face,  and  rather  old. 

Rubens  filled  the  galleries  of  Antwerp 
and  the  art  centres  of  Europe  with  his 
vast  scenes  crowdtnl  with  the  colossal  fig- 
ures which  he  loved  to  paint.  His  Christ 
faces  vary  so  much  that  we  cannot  say 
that  he  had  a  special  ideal. 

French  art,  in  its  earlier  works,  is  rath- 
er Italian  in  motive  and  design,  and  many 
of  their  earliest  sacred  pictures  were  by 
foreign  artists.  Charlemagne  carried  a 
camp  oratory  on  his  campaigns,  with  an 
altar  picture  of  Christ,  and  his  imperial 
crown  bore  on  its  front  the  sacred  image. 

Sacred  art,  however,  has  had  a  grand 
history  in  France,  and  many  great  ideals 
have  been  })roductHl  and  are  still  painted. 
Probably  the  favorite  modern  work  is  the 
Christ  of  Paul  Delaroche.  It  is  truly  a 
beautiful  conception,  and  though  slightly 
Roman  in  contour,  is  really  French  in  ap- 
pearance. Ary  Schetf'er  had  a  definite  and 
unvarying  ideal,  and  a  very  grand  one. 
He  pictured"  Christ  alone,  and  with  John, 
and  again  with  Judas,  in  half-figures.  He 
was  a  wonderful  colorist,  and  his  great 
allegories  of  "The  Consolator"  and  "The 
Remunerator"  are  two  of  the  finest  gener- 
al conceptions  ever  produced.  His  Christ 
face  is  remarkable  for  beauty  and  intensi- 
ty of  sympathy  and  love.  We  hav^e  not 
space  to  speak  of  Signol,  Leloir,  and  Jala- 
bert,  or  of  Dore,  except  to  say  that  the 
work  of  the  last-mentioned,  "Christ  de- 
scending from  the  Pnetorium,*'  is  the 
greatest  conception  of  this  scene,  and  the 
Christ,  meekly  passing  through  the  howl- 
ing mob,  is  one  of  the  grandest  figures 
in  sacred  art. 

Very  high  among  the  highest  concep- 
tions of  contemporary  French  art  is  the 
beautiful  half-figure  of  "Our  Saviour"  by 
Hugues  Merle,  late  of  Paris,  a  pupil  of  the 
distinguished  Cogniet.  (See  Page  947.) 
It  is  a  complete  individuality  of  the  finest 
conceivable  type,  and  stands  alone,  grand 
and  beautiful,  without  any  accessories  or 
incidents.  Its  appeal  is  as  definite  and 
life-like  as  if  it  were  a  portrait  from  a 
living  person.      We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
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D.  H.  McAlpin,tlie  owner  of  the  painting, 
for  its  appearance  here. 

English  sacred  art  in  native  work  has 
been  of  slow  growth,  and  until  the  last 
century  almost  entirely  characterized  by 


al  Academy.  It  is  called  "Faith,"  and 
represents  the  episode  of  the  woman  touch- 
ing the  hem  of  His  garment  as  Christ  is 
going  to  raise  the  daughter  of  Jairus. 
Walking  with  Him  are  the  sorrowing  rul- 


HEAD   OP   CHRIST. — [bY    ANNIBALE    CARRACCI.] 


foreign  ideals  and  methods.  The  last  cen- 
tury and  the  present  have  produced  almost 
all  of  the  really  great  works.  Here,  as  in 
other  countries,  a  national  ideal  has  de- 
veloped gradually  into  a  realism  which  in 
Holman  Hunt  and  Dobson  presents  the 
English  Christ.  They  are  not  alike,  but 
both  distinctively  English. 

The  most  notable  work  of  recent  Eng- 
lish art  is  the  Academy  picture  of  Edwin 
Armitage,  R.  A. ,  now  professor  in  the  Roy- 


er  and  a  small  procession  of  half -figures, 
most  various  in  features  and  attitudes. 
It  would  seem  that  the  idea  was  to  repre- 
sent the  subjects  of  some  of  the  miracles 
of  Jesus  in  the  group  that  follows  Him. 

The  master's  throne  of  sacred  art  in  our 
day  has  been  long  occupied  by  the  vener- 
able and  devout  Carl  Miiller,  of  Diissel- 
dorf.  His  pictures  of  the  "Infant  Jesus" 
and  the  "Holy  Family"  are  admired  and 
loved  all  over  Europe  and  in  our  own  land. 
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*' Christ  at  Eniniaiis"  lias  been  a  favorite 
subject  with  him.  and  his  conception  of  the 
theme  lias  never  been  equalled.  It  is  a 
work  of  lovinff  devotion,  most  satisfactory 


The  fcreat  names  of  Kaulbach,  IIolF- 
mann,  Richter,  and  Papperitz  rei)resent 
some  of  the  German  Christian  art  of  the 
last  and  the  i)resent  generations. 


^fc^RA^^ 


POinRAlT    ON    TAPESTRY,  FROM    THE    EMERALD    VERNICLE. 
By  pennission  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 


and  inspiring".  Our  illustration  (page  948) 
is  from  a  photograph  of  the  original  in  the 
Aspinwall  gallery  in  New  York.  Engrav- 
ing can  show  the  form,  but  not  the  rich, 
delicate  tinting  of  the  risen  Redeemer's  face 
— a  face  which  subdues  the  beholder  with 
a  holy  awe.  even  as  it  seems  to  bewilder 
the  two  disciples  who  have  just  recognized 
Him  as  He  "vanishes  out  of  their  sight.'' 
The  Byzantine  form,  with  Greek  contour 
of  face,  is  shown,  but  the  general  tone  of 
color  and  expression  is  of  a  refined  Ger- 
man ideal,  glorified  by  an  artistic  power 
which  is  able  to  picture  a  celestial  thought 
beyond  our  common  imagination. 


Great  as  American  art  is  in  land.scape, 
architecture,  and  ornamental  work,  it 
has  made  but  a  beginning  in  original 
sacred  design.  We  have  no  religious  his- 
tory in  any  way  associated  w4th  national 
art,  and  our  sentimental  and  historical 
ideas  are  rather  iconoclastic,  inspired  by 
our  Puritan  spirit  of  protest  against  all 
objective  religion.  W^e  have  produced, 
however,  some  very  famous  works  on  im- 
aginative and  dramatic  Christian  themes. 
Our  own  Benjamin  West  became  one  of 
the  two  American  presidents  of  the  Roj^al 
Academy  of  London.  His  great  picture  of 
"Christ  healing  the  Sick"  is  in  one  of  the 


OUR    SAVIOUR,"   FROM    A   PAINTING   BY   HUGUES    MERLE. 
By  permission  of  Mr.  D.  H.  McAlpin. 
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Lomlon  liospitals.  "Christ  blessing  Cliil- 
dren"  is  one  of  his  best-known  ideals,  but 
the  face  in  this. as  well  as  in  the  "healing-" 
scene. is  rather  too  decided  in  Jewish  cast, 
thoug-h  kind,  pleasant,  and  attractive  in 
expression.  Far  more  satisfactory  is  the 
g-rand  classic  face  in  "Christ  Rejected."" 


bust.  Such  works  are  easy  to  criticise, 
and  are  seldom  satisfactory,  for  they  are 
without  the  aid  of  suggestive  incidents  or 
the  feeling  of  color,  and  can  only  coldly 
represent  a  solid  idea.  The  best,  by  Pow- 
ers, in  the  Aspinwall  collection.  exhil)its 
the  proper  ti"aditi(nial  ideas  as  lo  hair  and 


ClIRIil    AT    ZMMAUi. — [UY    KAUL    MLLLER.] 
From  a  photograph  by  Pach. 


the  vast  picture  now  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts  in  Philadelphia. 

American  sculptors  have  been  es- 
pecially loyal  to  the  Christ  ideal.  Our 
three  greatest  artists  in  stone — Crawford, 
Greenough,  and  Powers  —  have  offered 
their  tributes  in  the  trvino-  form  of  the 


beard,  even  to  the  divided  tufts.  Its  na- 
tional type  is  not  so  definitely  suggested 
that  we  can  say  this  was  a  Hebrew  or  a 
S\'rian.  We  may  be  pardoned,  therefore, 
for  imagining  that  Powers  meant  to  take 
the  poetic  liberty  of  art.  and  attempt  an 
American  ideal. 


EAST   ANGELS. 

BY  CONSTANCE  FENIMORE  WOOLSON. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

HOW  will  she  appear?"  said  Mr. 
Moore.  He  sat  in  his  arm-chair; 
his  attitude  showed  that  he  was  waiting; 
his  eyes  following  the  pattern  of  the  red 
and  white  matting  on  the  floor. 

"'How,'  Middleton?"  said  Penelope, 
looking  up  from  her  knitting  almost  re- 
proachfully. "Why,  broken-hearted,  of 
course,  poor  child!" 

"Yes,  broken-hearted,  I  fear;  broken- 
hearted," answered  Middleton. 

Two  years  had  passed  since  the  burning 
of  the  house  on  the  point.  Mr.  Moore 
was  now  quite  well  again,  save  that  he 
would  always  be  obliged  to  walk  slowly 
and  support  himself  with  a  stout  cane. 
The  rectory  was  more  comfortable  than 
it  had  been  in  former  years;  the  rector's 
clerical  coat  was  a  better  one ;  but  the  rec- 
tor's wife,  with  that  unconsciousness  of 
her  own  lacks  which,  wdien  it  is  founded 
(as  it  was  in  this  case)  upon  a  husband's 
unswerving  admiration,  is  not  without  its 
charm — the  rector's  wife  was  contentedly 
attired  in  the  same  green  delaine. 

The  rectory  had  been  repaired,  but  the 
church  had  been  rebuilt.  Behind  the 
church  there  was  now  a  cheerful  white 
house,  a  Home  for  the  destitute  negroes 
of  Gracias  and  its  vicinity — poor  old  crea- 
tures, too  infirm  to  work  and  too  igno- 
rant to  learn,  who  had  been  left  strand- 
ed when  the  great  tide  of  Emancipation 
had  swept  over  the  land.  These  bewil- 
dered souls,  who  were  like  so  many  lost 
children,  had  been  gathered  together  and 
housed  in  the  new  rooms  of  the  Home, 
which  had  been  built  as  much  like  their 
old  cabins  as  was  possible ;  here  they 
grumbled  over  everything  to  their  hearts' 
content,  smoking  their  pipes  meanwhile, 
and  were  extremely  comfortable. 

To  have  been  enabled,  by  their  largely 
increased  income,  to  rebuild  the  little 
church  that  was  so  dear  to  them,  and  to 
establish  this  Home,  these  things  had  made 
the  Moores  very  happy :  so  happy,  indeed, 
that  Penelope  had  exclaimed  one  day, 
upon  coming  back  from  the  church,  where 
the  new  carpet  had  been  laid  down  in  the 
chancel,  ' '  It  almost  seems  wrong.  Middle- 
ton,  to  be  so  very  happy  as  we  are  now !" 

Middleton  looked  up  from  the  sermon 
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he  was  writing.  "Aren't  you  confusing 
the  conditions  somewhat,  my  love  ?  I  am 
sure  I  hope  so.  We  have  always  been 
happy,  haven't  we  ?  Even  when  we  were 
poorest,  we  were  perfectly  happy  so  far  as 
our  home  and  our  love  for  each  other 
were  concerned.  All  that  has  been  in- 
creased has  been  our  power  of  doing  good, 
and  I  trust  there  is  nothing  wrong  in 
that." 

"So  long  as  it  doesn't  make  us  conceit- 
ed," Penelope  answered,  in  a  warning 
voice.  Her  warning,  however,  appeared 
to  be  directed  against  herself. 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  responded  Middleton, 
making  one  of  his  rare  attempts  at  a  joke, 
"I  try  not  to  feel  conceited  when  I  use 
my  ivory  brushes." 

At  the  present  moment  the  Moores  were 
listening  for  the  sound  of  wheels — not  the 
usual  rattle, but  that  muffled  grind  through 
sand  which  comes  from  the  roadways  of 
Gracias. 

"Hark!"  said  Penelope,  lifting  a  lean 
forefinger.      ' '  Yes — there  they  are !" 

Seizing  a  dismal  little  head-covering  of 
dark  green  wools,  the  product  of  her  own 
crochet-needle,  she  put  it  hastily  on,  and 
giving  Middleton  his  hat  and  stick,  went 
with  him  down  the  path  toward  the  gate. 
A  carriage  had  stopped;  Dr.  Kirby  Avas 
helping  some  one  to  descend  from  the 
high,  old-fashioned  vehicle.  The  young 
figure  in  black,  the  bright  hair  under  the 
veil,  the  overwhelming  burst  of  sobs  w^hen 
she  saw  their  familiar  faces — yes,  this  was 
Garda  who  had  come  back  to  them,  come 
back  home,  as  they  fondly  called  it.  She 
had  been  widowed. for  more  than  a  year — 
nearly  two.  Lucian  had  died  in  Venice 
nineteen  months  before. 

They  brought  her  in;  tenderly  Mrs. 
Moore  took  off*  the  crape  bonnet  and  veil. 
The  girl  cried  bitterly,  her  head  on  Penel- 
ope's shoulder.  There  were  tears  in  the 
eyes  of  the  two  men  also;  it  seemed  so 
strange  that  this  bowed  black  figure  should 
be  their  Garda,  the  beautiful,  idle,  serene 
young  girl  who  had  had  such  a  genius  for 
happiness  that  she  had  been  able  to  ex- 
tract overflowing  measure  of  it  from  even 
an  old  hammock  and  a  crane. 

Lucian  had  died  suddenly  of  malignant 
fever.  Garda  herself,  prostrated  by  her 
grief,  for  months  afterward  had  scarcely 


050 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


raised  her  head.  Dr.  Kirby  liad  started 
immediately;  he  liad  been  with  liertlirouf^h 
the  worst  of  lier  illiie.ss.  But  slie  had  not 
been  ak)ne  at  any  time;  slie  had  devoted 
friends  in  Venice,  two  sisters  and  a  bro- 
tlier,  wlio,  sing-ularly  enou^^h,  were  cous- 
ins of  Rosalie,  Lucian's  first  wife,  and  of 
the  same  name,  Ijogardus.  These  staid, 
stout  people  liad  been  fascinated  with  the 
Spen.sers  from  the  iirst;  they  had  made, 
by  their  own  sheer  persistence,  a  number 
of  excursions  with  them,  up  and  down  the 
laf^-oons  and  to  the  Venetian  Alps,  before 
the  tra^^a'dy  of  Lucian's  sudden  attack. 
"  Poor  Rosalie's  husband" — this  had  l^een 
the  only  identity  Lucian  had  ever  had  in 
their  minds.  But  they  were  obli;,^ed  to 
chan<:^e  that  arrangement  of  words  very 
quickly  after  seein;^  Garda. 

They  liad  had  a  toleratinf^  opinion  of 
|X)or  Rosalie's  husband  since  the  day  when 
he  had  returned  to  the  family  so  much  of 
the  ]3o<i-ardus  money;  they  had  exj)rossed 
themselves  at  the  time  as  glad  that  the 
young  man  liad  such  a  sense  of  "what 
was  fit."  But  when  they  came  upon  this 
young  man  himself  in  Venice — they  had 
never  seen  him  until  now  —  when  they 
had  fallen  under  the  charm  of  his  sunny 
nature,  of  Gnrthi's  bewitching  beauty,  and 
of  the  delightful  hapi)iness  of  the  two  to- 
gether, these  same  plain-faced  old  sisters 
and  brother  began  to  say  to  themselves 
after  a  while  that  really  there  ought  to 
be  something  more  "solid"  behind  the 
Speusers.  Now,  to  a  Bogardus,  nothing 
was  "solid"  in  less  than  seven  figures. 

It  seemed  highly  i)robable— they  could 
not  but  admit  it — that  Lucian,  no  matter 
how  much  he  might  be  directed,  would 
never  of  himself  attain  to  anything  like 
that  density  of  background.  "  It  isn't  in 
him,"  declared  Dick,  the  brother,  slapping 
his  short  leg.  "All  Jiis  gold's  in  his 
hair." 

"  Very  nice  hair,"  said  the  sisters,  stiff- 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  blow  of 
Lucian's  sudden  death,  and  the  two  la- 
dies, Alicia  and  Gertrude,  immediately 
took  charge  of  the  stricken  young  wife, 
and  did  it  with  a  tenderness  and  a  com- 
pleteness which  even  Dr.  Kirby  pro- 
nounced touching,  when  he  himself  ar- 
rived in  Venice — as  soon  as  was  possible, 
but  some  weeks  later.  When  Garda  at 
last  began  to  improve  a  little,  her  lassi- 
tude continued:  it  was  evident  that  she 
would  not  be  able  to  travel  for  some  time 


to  come.  Meanwhile  the  Doctor's  money 
was  running  out.  Garda  did  not  think 
of  this;  at  present  she  thought  only  of  her 
sorrow ;  And  then,  as  had  always  been  said 
of  Garda,  she  never  remembered  money 
at  all.  Of  course  the  Doctor  would  not 
confide  to  these  strangers  the  embarrass- 
ments of  his  ])osition.  And  no  Bogardus, 
left  to  himself,  would  have  been  able  to 
conceive  the  idea  that  a  man  in  his  senses 
could  have  started  to  come  to  Venice  from 
xVmerica  with  so  small  a  sum  in  his  pocket 
as  the  })oor  Doctor  had  been  able  to  pro- 
vide. But  the  facts  remained  the  same: 
Garda  could  not  travel,  the  Doctor  must 
go.  He  was  obliged  to  say  so  at  last, 
though  the  rea.son  he  did  not  give.  In 
this  emergency,  Trude  and  Lish-er,  as 
their  brother  called  them,  eagerly  oiTered 
to  remain  with  Mrs.  Spenser  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  bring  her  by  slow  stages  across 
Europe  to  England,  and  thence  to  New 
York  with  themselves,  when  she  should  be 
able  to  travel;  and  Dick  Bogardus  growl- 
ed, "Much  the  best  plan  I  much  the  best 
plan  I"  behind  them. 

The  Doctor  had  never  been  able  in  the 
least  to  comprehend  Dick;  he  considered 
him  a  most  extraordinary  person.  Dick 
was  sixty,  short  in  stature,  singularly 
gruff,  and  worth  five  millions.  Dick,  on 
his  side,  was  sure  that  the  Doctor  was  a 
little  out  of  his  mind.  But  Lish-er  and 
Trude  would  be  very  kind  to  Garda,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  that;  they  showed 
an  almost  tyrannical  fondness  for  her 
even  now — the  thwarted  maternal  instinct, 
the  Doctor  in  his  own  mind  called  it.  And 
so  at  last  it  was  arranged,  and  the  anxious 
guardian,  forced  to  leave  his  charge  be- 
hind him,  started  on  his  homeward  jour- 
ney, with  just  enough  money  to  carry 
him  to  Charleston  (where  he  could  bor- 
row of  Sally),  and  barely  a  cent  to  spare. 
The  Doctor  was  always  dignified :  his  pov- 
erty could  make  no  change  in  that:  but 
after  the  first  pain  of  parting  with  Garda 
w^as  somewhat  lessened,  he  began  to  think, 
with  an  affection  he  had  never  felt  before, 
of  Gracias-a-Dios,  of  his  old  house  there, 
his  familiar  books  in  their  good  old  bind- 
ings, his  dilapidated  arm-chair,  the  lamp 
that  just  suited  him,  the  salutations  of  his 
friends;  even  the  bobbing  courtesies  and 
bows  of  the  old  negroes  were  not,  in  mem- 
ory, without  their  charm.  Ma,  fortunate- 
]y,  was  able  to  live  in  comfort,  no  matter 
w^hat  uncertainties  his  own  income  might 
show^;  Ma  had  an  annuity  of  three  huu- 
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drecl  dollars  a  year.  Upon  tliis  sum  Ma 
maintained  herself  in  luxury  in  her  son's 
old  mansion;  and  helped  the  poor. 

Lish-er  and  Trude  took  their  time ;  they 
had  not  been  so  much  interested  in  any- 
thing for  years  as  they  were  now  inter- 
ested in  Garda;  they  said  to  everybody 
that  she  was  like  their  "own  child." 
This,  of  course,  was  a  great  novelty.  But 
in  reality  she  was  more  like  their  doll — a 
very  beautiful  and  precious  one.  Garda 
herself  remained  listless,  passive;  but  her 
mere  presence  was  enough  for  the  two  old 
maids.  It  was  a  sight  to  see  them  pur- 
chasing new  mourning  attire  for  her  in 
Paris;  they  made  twenty  journeys  hither 
and  thither  before  they  decided  upon  the 
materials;  they  traversed  the  entire  city 
more  than  once  for  a  certain  kind  of  crape 
button ;  to  such  friends  as  they  met  they 
announced  in  hurried  tones  that  they  were 
"so  extremely  occupied"  that  they  hard- 
ly knew  how  they  should  "get  through." 
But  it  could  not  last  forever,  even  the 
buying  of  clothes  in  Paris,  and  at  length 
they  were  forced  to  bring  their  charge 
over  the  ocean  to  New  York,  where  all 
the  other  Bogarduses  came  to  look  at  her, 
to  see  for  themselves,  if  possible,  what  it 
could  be  which  had  roused  such  abnormal 
enthusiasm  in  "Dick  and  the  girls." 

' '  It's  amazing  how  that  Garda  Thorne 
always  contrives  to  make  everybody  serve 
her  turn,"  was  Aunt  Katrina's  comment, 
meanwhile,  down  in  Gracias.  "Here's  a 
whole  New  York  family — of  our  best  peo- 
ple too — waiting  upon  her  slavishly,  and 
bringing  her  across  Europe  like — like  I 
don't  know  what;  like  Cleopatra  down 
the  Nile !" 

"I  suppose  you  mean,  then,  that  Dick 
Bogardus  is  Antony  ?"  said  Lanse,  work- 
ing aw^ay  at  his  fish-net.  He  had  learned 
to  make  his  nets  rapidly  now,  and  was 
extremely  proud  of  his  handiwork;  he 
gave  away  the  results  of  his  labors  to  ' '  de- 
serving fishermen  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter"— it  must  be  certain  that  they  were 
moral.  The  Eeverend  Mr.  Moore  had 
charge  of  this  charity,  and  limped  miles, 
carrying  the  heavy  parcels,  to  bestow  them 
conscientiously  upon  persons  who  came 
under  the  terms  of  that  description.  The 
nets,  however,  not  being  strong,  the  de- 
serving fishermen,  when  found,  did  not 
evince  an  enthusiasm  of  gratitude  over 
them.  Lanse  knew  nothing  of  this ;  but  he 
would  not  have  believed  it  even  if  he  had 
been  told:  of  course  the  fishermen  were 


thankful.  He  continued  to  regard  him- 
self as  a  beneficent  patron;  he  continued 
to  survey  with  admiration  the  astonish- 
ing fact  that  Lansing  Harold  was  giving 
all  his  leisure  time  to  "works  of  charity." 
He  often  asked  Margaret  if  she  didn't 
think  he  was  "  very  good."  He  appeared 
to  think,  indeed,  himself,  that  such  an 
amount  of  goodness  was  almost  alarm- 
ing. 

"I  shouldn't  be  one  bit  surprised  !"  had 
been  Aunt  Katrina's  response  to  his  Anto- 
ny suggestion.  And  she  accompanied  her 
words  with  a  sage  nodding  of  her  head. 

"Dick  will  be  a  great  fool  if  he  marries 
a  girl  of  that  age,"  Lanse  commented. 
"But  he  might  leave  her  a  slice  of  his 
money." 

"He'll  never  do  that — unless  he  mar- 
ries her.     None  of  them  will;  you'll  see." 

And  Aunt  Katrina  was  right.  Lish-er, 
Trude,  and  Dick  remained  Garden's  devoted 
slaves  to  the  last  hour  of  their  lives;  she 
was  the  most  romantic  and  exciting  epi- 
sode of  their  entire  existence;  but  their 
millions,  unlessened  by  a  single  legacy, 
went  to  Bogarduses  who  did  not  need 
them,  and  it  would  have  been  the  same  if 
Garda  had  been  facing  poverty  the  most 
dire.  Fortunately  Garda  Avas  not  poor. 
To  the  Gracias  people  she  seemed  rich. 

At  the  moment  when  Garda  was  enter- 
ing the  rectory,  Margaret,  at  East  Angels, 
Avas  coming  down  the  stone  stairway  on  her 
way  to  the  lower  door,  where  the  phaeton 
and  Telano  Avere  Avaiting ;  she  AA^as  about 
to  drive  to  Gracias.  As  she  x)aused  a  mo- 
ment on  the  bottom  step  to  button  her 
gloves,  a  long  shadoAv  darkened  the  flags 
at  her  feet ;  she  looked  up ;  Ernesto  de  Tor- 
rez  Avas  standing  at  the  open  portal.  Aft- 
er making  one  of  his  formal  bows  he  came 
toward  her,  a  motion  of  his  hand  begged 
her  to  remain  AA^here  she  Avas.  ' '  I  thought 
you  Avould  be  going  there,"  he  said,  in  a 
low  tone.  "I  haA^e  therefore  brought 
these  —  AA'ill  you  take  them  for  me?" 
Flowers  were  abundant  in  Gracias,  but 
the  roses  he  held  toward  her  Avere  extraor- 
dinarily beautiful;  all  crimson  or  pink, 
they  gloAved  Avith  color,  and  filled  the  hall 
w^ith  a  rich  cinnamon  scent. 

' '  I  AA^ill  take  them  if  you  wish,  Ernesto. " 
Margaret  answered.  "But  they  are — 
they  are  A'Cry — " 

The  roses  looked  indeed  as  if  intended 
for  a  joyous  occasion ;  they  were  sumptu- 
ous, superb. 

"You   mean  that  they  are  bright.     I 
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know  it;  I  intended  them  to  be  so."     He 
still  held  them  toward  her. 

••  Wait  awhile,"  she  said,  briefly. 

His  face  changed.  "I  know  you  are 
my  friend,"  he  murmured,  as  if  he  were 
saying  it  to  himself.  His  eyes  had  dropped 
to  his  rejected  blossoms. 

She  could  see  that  he  was  passion- 
ately angrj",  and  making  one  of  his  firm 
efforts  to  hold  himself  in  control.  "I 
will  take  them  if  you  wish  it,"  she  said, 
gently,  and  she  extended  her  hand.  "  I 
leave  it  to  you.  They  are  wonderfully 
beautiful,  I  see  that." 

"They  came  from  Cuba;  I  have  been 
watching  them  growing  for  nineteen 
months — for  this." 

"  It  is  a  house  of  mourning,  you  know, 
that  I  am  going  to,"  she  said.  "It  was, 
as  you  say,  nineteen  months  ago — a  long 
time.  But  the  remembrance  will  be  very 
fresh  at  the  rectory  this  afternoon." 

His  anger  suddenly  left  him;  he  raised 
his  eyes  from  his  roses  to  her  face,  and 
smiled.  "It's  always  fresh  to  me  I"  he 
answered.  The  glow  in  his  dark  counte- 
nance as  he  brought  this  out  appalled 
her,  for  it  was  like  a  trium])h— triumph 
over  death.  He  walked  to  the  door  and 
tossed  the  roses  into  the  sunshine  outside. 
"You  are  right,"  he  said.  "I  can  afford 
to  wait — now !"  And,  with  a  quick  salu- 
tation, he  pulled  his  hat  down  over  his 
brows  and  walked  off  toward  Madam  Gi- 
ron's.  His  whole  manner,  his  every  step, 
showed  his  elation.  At  that  moment  Mar- 
garet was  afraid  of  him. 

It  was  not  the  first  time  she  had  felt 
this  fear.  The  very  j^erfection  of  his  self- 
control,  now  that  she  knew  that  it  was 
self-control  alone,  not  coldness  of  tempera- 
ment, as  most  persons  supposed — this  very 
strength  of  his  terrified  her;  for  it  gave 
her  an  idea  of  what  he  might  become 
were  this  firm  pressure  of  his  will  once 
slackened.  Northerner  as  she  was,  daugh- 
ter of  that  most  modern  of  all  communi- 
ties, the  northern  United  States,  she  had 
never  before  come  in  contact  with  a  man 
who  continued  in  his  own  person,  in  this 
safe  restricted  nineteenth  century,  the  tra- 
ditionary passions  of  the  more  primitive 
ages,  when  honor,  so  called,  was  held  ex- 
quisitely sensitive,  because  emulation,  jea- 
lousy, and  anger  were  wrought  out  in 
every-day  life  by  each  individual  accord- 
ing to  his  own  idea,  no  matter  whither 
that  idea  might  carry  him — even  to  deeds 
of  violence. 


But  Ernesto  curbed  his  violence  with  a 
grasp  of  steel.  He  was  also  her  devoted 
frieiul.  No  one  else  besides  hei*self  (unless 
it  miglit  be  Manuel)  seemed  to  have  anj- 
fear  of  him ;  no  one  else  besides  herself  ap- 
peared to  have  looked  into  the  depths  of 
his  nature— perhaps  no  one  else  had  had 
her  opportunity'.  For  she  had  become  al- 
most intimate  with  him  during  tlie  past 
two  years;  that  is, since  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Rutherford,  and  herself  had  formed  the 
household  at  East  Angels.  The  friend- 
ship— one  of  long  silences  and  few  words 
— could  not  have  been  established,  at  least 
not  the  present  degree  of  it,  unless  Lansc 
also  had  participated  in  it.  But  Lanse 
participated;  Lanse  said  that  he  partici- 
pated more  than  anybody ;  the  Cuban  was 
one  of  his  chief  delights;  he  was  never 
tired  of  asking  that  grave  young  man 
about  his  latest  successes  "in  agricul- 
ture," and  then  listening  to  his  "three- 
decked"  replies.  For  Ernesto  now  spoke 
English— an  English  that  gave  Lanse 
great  gratification;  his  words  were  well 
chosen  and  carefully  pronounced,  but  his 
sentences  remained  entirely  Spanish ;  he 
spoke  Spanish  literally  translated;  you 
were  obliged  to  extract  even  the  potatoes 
he  was  describing  (so  Lanse  declared)  from 
a  cloud  of  Castilian  dignity. 

The  young  man  came  to  see  Mrs.  Har- 
old very  often.  They  said  of  him,  indeed, 
the  other  friends,  that  he  was  able  to  ob- 
tain refreshment  for  himself  from  her 
mere  i^resence  alone,  as  he  had  been 
known  to  sit  in  absolute  sil(*nce  near  her 
as  she  sewed  for  two  consecutive  hours, 
during  which  period  the  eloquent  Doctor 
had  held  the  floor;  Lanse,  from  his  sofa, 
speaking  occasionally  (principally  for  the 
purpose  of  "egging  the  Doctor  on") ;  Bet- 
ty, from  her  rocking-chair,  speaking  more 
than  occasionally,  leading  off  wildly  in 
all  sorts  of  directions  where  nobody  ever 
followed  her  (not  that  she  minded  that) ; 
Mr.  Moore  producing  his  "  somewhats"  at 
intervals;  and  Aunt  Katrina  now  and 
then  contributing  a  sentence,  uttered  with 
a  detached  superior  air  (a  hand-screen  con- 
fers that;  Aunt  Katrina  always  had  one), 
as  was  proper  in  a  person  whose  ideas 
were  European  and  even  African  in  their 
scope,  founded  ujyon  a  knowledge  of 
Cannes  and  the  Pyramids,  as  well  as  of 
this  quiet  Florida  shore ;  but  none  of  these 
participants  drawing  one  word  from  the 
taciturn  De  Torrez,  who  appeared  to  feel 
much  more  interest  in  the  opportunity  to 
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pick  up  Mrs.  Harold's  scissors  when  by 
chance  they  had  dropped. 

But  when  he  was  alone  with  her,  of 
course  he  said  more.  Not  that  he  was 
ever  fluent — Ernesto  would  remain  all  his 
days  the  type  of  reticence;  but  on  these 
occasions  he  did  advance  a  few  remarks, 
on  topics  carefully  adapted  to  "  ladies'  so- 
ciety"; for  Ernesto  was  one  of  those  per- 
sons who  believe  that  the  whole  tone  of  a 
conversation  should  be  altered,  should  be 
detached  from  every  weiglity  subject,  and 
become  optimistic,  strewn  with  the  flow- 
ers of  compliment,  the  moment  a  "lady" 
enters  the  room.  Of  his  own  accord  he 
never  mentioned  Garda.  But  Margaret  in 
a  few  words  generally  gave  him,  sooner  or 
later,  the  last  information  she  had  herself 
received ;  she  had  decided  that  this  could 
do  no  harm ;  he  was  showing  himself  to 
be  made  of  material  as  stifi*  as  his  bearing. 
Ernesto  offered  no  comments  upon  her 
brief  items;  all  Garda's  journeyings seem- 
ed to  him  utterly  fantastic — as  much  so 
as  though  she  had  married  a  circus  rider 
and  was  going  round  the  world  with  an 
establishment  of  horses  and  tents.  He 
could  not  conceive  the  possibility  that  a 
lady  should  wish  to  travel  for  her  own 
pleasure,  should  wish  to  be  jostled,  mixed 
with  a  crowd,  forced  to  stay  at  hotels ;  he 
could  not  conceive  it  any  more  than  he 
could  conceive  that  she  should  wish,  for 
her  own  pleasure,  to  wear  heavy  boots 
and  tramp  about  in  the  mud.  His  idea 
of  a  lady  included  x)rivacy;  it  included  a 
little  slipper  peeping  from  rose-leaf  scent- 
ed, snowy  skirts.  Garda  had  come  up  to 
his  ideal  in  this  last  respect;  poor  as  she 
was  and  slender  her  wardrobe,  she  had 
always  been  very  dainty — ridiculously  so. 
Aunt  Katrina  thought;  between  the  de- 
voted personal  care  of  her  mother,  and 
that,  equally  devoted  in  another  way,  of 
Raquel,  she  had  had  the  fastidious  ideas  of 
a  little  princess  as  to  everything  that 
touched  her,  and  had  them  still. 

Margaret  was  in  possession  of  the  Cu- 
ban's secret.  Manuel  had  told  her  all, 
had  described  to  her  with  much  feeling 
that  desolate  scene  in  the  forest,  and  had 
begged  her  assistance  in  helping  the  "  poor 
boy"  to  his  feet  again.  But  Ernesto  had 
left  boyhood  behind  him  forever;  he  ap- 
peared now  much  older  than  Manuel, 
Manuel  who  had  remained  the  same  hand- 
some, sentimental  youth  with  the  speak- 
ing, ardent  eyes,  the  curling  hair,  the 
cloak,    sombrero,    and    guitar,    who    had 


dawned  upon  the  Northern  party  when 
they  first  arrived  as  the  most  striking 
person  in  Gracias,  with  the  sole  exception 
of  Garda  Thorne.  Manuel  would  never 
grow  old.  But  Ernesto's  face  wore  al- 
ready the  expressions  of  middle  age. 

From  the  moment  when  he  had  return- 
ed with  his  aunt  from  the  Indian  River, 
the  Cuban  had  steadfastly  given  all  his 
time  to  labor  upon  the  plantation,  day 
after  day ;  he  had  curbed  his  restlessness, 
not  allowing  himself  to  leave  Gracias;  he 
had  hidden  his  despair.  He  had  the  me- 
ridional temperament;  he  was  not  gifted 
with  that  driving  energy  which  in  trouble 
can  sometimes  take  a  man  out  of  himself, 
while  at  the  same  moment,  by  the  success 
it  brings,  it  helps  in  some  degree  to  com- 
fort him;  poor  Ernesto  made  no  great 
successes  in  his  "agriculture,"  as  Lanse 
called  it;  at  first  he  barely  attained  suc- 
cess at  all.  His  superintendence  of  the 
negroes  was  never  stringent;  speed,  new 
adaptations, constant  improvement — these, 
so  commonly  seen  on  a  Northern  farm, 
were  not  visible  in  the  methods  employed 
upon  these  old  lands  of  the  Girons.  But 
equally  never  was  the  gaunt  young  man 
absent  from  his  post,  always  was  he  there, 
steadily  if  unskilfully  presiding.  And 
the  result  of  his  persistence  was  that  the 
old  fields  in  time  were  put  under  cultiva- 
tion of  some  sort  from  one  boundary  ditch 
to  the  other,  and  began  really  to  produce 
harvests  again — harvests  which  were  reg- 
ular if  not  abundant. 

The  Seiior  Ruiz  was  of  the  opinion  that 
Ernesto  had  degenerated.  Ernesto  did 
not  come  to  see  him  any  more  (the  seiior 
was  glad  of  that) ;  but,  from  all  he  could 
learn,  he  was  convinced  that  the  boy  had 
imbibe-;! ' '  modern  ideas, "  and  upon  the  first 
opportunity  he  should  certainly  tell  him  so. 

"  Oh  no,  papa,  you  will  not  be  so  cruel ; 
he  is  only  trying  to  occupy  his  sad  heart," 
said  his  wife,  in  a  tone  of  pity. 

' '  Occupy  ?  With  a  hoe  ?  Why  did  he 
ever  allow  that  fellow  Spenser,  then,  to 
carry  ofi'  Garda  right  from  under  his 
nose  ?  Do  you  suppose  that  I  should  have 
allowed  any  one — any  one,  Enriquita — to 
carry  you  off  from  under  mine  ?"  And 
the  seiior  thumped  fiercely  with  his  stick 
upon  the  floor. 

Big,  broad  -  shouldered  Madam  Ruiz 
blushed  like  a  young  girl.  "But  you 
were  always  so  fiery,  Fernando,"  she 
murmured,  looking  vei'y  handsome  in 
her  bright  color. 
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"A  geiiileman  is  obliged  to  be  liery — 
obliged,  I  say,  when  women  are  fair  and  his 
valor  is  at  stake/'  replied  the  little  senor. 

Manuel,  mean  while,  had  gone  through 
an  immense  astonishment;  his  services 
(and  kind-hearted  Manuel  was  quite  ready 
to  bestow  them)  had  not  been  in  the  least 
needed  to  assist  the  "poor  boy''  to  his  feet 
again;  this  astonishing  boy  had  been  on 
his  feet  from  the  very  first  day — yes,  from 
the  first  minute;  and  these  feet  had  been 
most  of  the  time  in  freshly  ploughed  fur- 
rows at  Madam  Giron's.  Manuel  came 
more  than  once  to  these  furrows  in  per- 
son ;  he  appeared  on  horseback  at  the  edge 
of  whichever  field  it  happened  to  be,  and 
surveyed  the  scene  from  over  the  ditch. 
On  these  occasions  Ernesto  never  appear- 
ed to  be  conscious  of  his  presence;  he  went 
on  giving  orders  to  the  negroes  in  his 
gently  uttered  formal  English,  now  fol- 
lowing in  his  polished  boots  by  the  side 
of  a  plough  for  a  long  distance,  now  in- 
specting old  Cajo's  memorandum  for  the 
day's  provisions  —  hieroglyphics  chalked 
on  a  board — keeping  watch  over  all  in  an 
awkward, steadfastly  persistent  way  which 
was  like  nothing  in  the  world  but  him- 
self, nothing  in  the  world,  with  its  dig- 
nity, its  stitf  dulness,  and  its  determina- 
tion, but  Ernesto  de  Torrez. 

•'Extraordinary  idiot  1''  Manuel  would 
murmur  to  himself.  Then  thoughtfully 
he  would  ride  away. 

Meeting  the  Cuban  once  when  his  feet 
were  not  in  the  furrows,  "Ernesto,"  he 
said,  abruptly,  "who  ever  taught  you  to 
plough  ?'' 

"Adam,''  Ernesto  answered.  And  he 
looked  up  at  his  friend  (who  was  on  horse- 
back) with  such  a  sombre  gleam  in  his 
eye  that  Manuel  thought  he  had  better 
ride  on. 

Telano  drove  Margaret  up  the  water- 
road  to  Gracias.  It  was  late  in  the  after- 
noon when  she  reached  the  rectory.  Dr. 
Kirb}^  was  watching  for  her;  he  came 
down  to  the  gate  to  meet  her. 

"She  has  gone  to  her  room,"  he  said; 
"we  have  persuaded  her  to  go  and  lie 
down  for  a  while,  as  she  has  done  nothing 
but  cry  since  first  seeing  the  Moores.  I 
am  afraid  it  will  be  even  worse  when  she 
sees  you,"  he  added,  as  they  went  up  the 
■psiih.  "She  has  asked  if  you  were  not 
coming  soon. 

Crossing  the  veranda,  he  stopped,  with 
his  hand  on  the  door,  looking  at  his  com- 
panion for  a  moment  before  entering. 


There  was  no  one  in  the  world  whom 
the  Doctor  now  admired  so  much  as  lie 
admired  Margaret  Harold.  For  the  past 
two  yeai*s  he  had  secretly  given  her  un- 
swerving, help  and  support  in  everything 
that  went  on  at  East  Angels;  he  thought 
hers,  among  women,  the  most  courageous 
and  noble  nature  he  liad  ever  known. 
And  the  sweetest  too — ah,  yes,  in  its  hid- 
den depths,  overwhelming!  y,enchantingly 
sweet!  The  delicacy  of  her  physical  con- 
stitution, too  (and  she  did  not  grow  strong- 
er), her  nearness  to  breaking  down  at 
times— times  when  Celestine  would  lift 
her  in  her  strong  arms  (out  of  Aunt  Ka- 
trina's  sight),  and  carry  her  peremptorily 
off  to  her  room,  where  the  two  silent  al- 
lies, physician  and  nurse,  would  combine 
their  efforts  to  bring  her  up  again — these 
things  had  endeared  her  to  the  Doctor 
greatly.  For  it  touched  him  to  see, 
month  after  month,  her  fair  youthfulness 
growing  a  little  less  youthful,  her  sweet 
face  more  faint  in  color,  wliile  at  the 
same  time,  hour  by  hour,  he  saw  her  per- 
form her  full  task  so  completely  in  all  its 
little  details  as  well  as  its  broader  out- 
lines. He  knew  that  she  constantly  suf- 
fered, and  that  it  must  be  so;  with  his 
own  ej'es  he  saw  how  she  endured.  As 
a  physician,  if  nothing  else,  he  was  aware 
how  infrequent  is  quiet  regular  effort, 
maintained  moderately  and  evenly,  day 
after  day,  in  a  sex  which  can,  upon  occa- 
sion, perform  single  actions  that  j'ise  to 
the  height  of  the  superhuman,  and  are  far 
beyond  the  endeavors  of  any  man.  But 
here  was  a  woman  capable  of  the  steady  qui- 
et effort.  It  was  not  merel}'  that  she  had 
remained  with  this  faithless  husband,  had 
allowed  him  to  take  possession  again  of 
her  life  and  her  home;  she  had  made  this 
home  as  pleasant  to  him  and  to  Aunt  Ka- 
trina  as  so  quiet  a  place  could  be  made  to 
two  such  persons.  She  never  secluded 
herself;  she  w^as  always  ready  to  talk;  she 
brought  others  to  amuse  them;  she  read 
aloud ;  she  played  backgammon  and  clieck- 
ers;  she  patiently  tied  the  ends  of  the  fish 
nets  and  kept  an  account  of  them  with 
Mr.  Moore.  She  accepted  and  acted  upon 
all  Lanse's  suggestions  regarding  her 
dress;  she  smiled  frankly  over  his  suc- 
cinct stories,  which,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,  Avere  invariably  good— Aunt 
Katrina  generally  managing  to  under- 
stand them  by  about  the  next  day.  In  ad- 
dition she  directed  the  complicated  house- 
hold so  that  no  jars  made  themselves  felt, 
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and  during  all  this  time,  these  long  two 
years,  no  one  had  heard  a  syllable  from 
her  lips  tliat  was  sharp  in  its  sound;  nay, 
more,  that  was  not  sweet. 

There  are  women  who  are  capable  of 
sacrificing  themselves,  with  the  noblest 
unselfishness,  in  great  causes,  who  yet,  as 
regards  tlie  small  matters  of  every-day 
life,  are  uncomfortable  at  times  to  live 
with ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  those  who 
are  under  the  same  roof  with  them  are 
driven  to  reflect  now  and  then  upon  the 
merits  of  the  ancient  hermitages  and  caves 
to  which  in  former  ages  such  characters 
were  accustomed  to  retire.  These  being 
out  of  fashion,  however,  the  relatives  can 
only  sigh  and  wish  (with  a  certain  law- 
lessness of  imagination)  that  their  dear 
self-sacrificing  companions  might  imbibe 
from  somewhere,  anywhere,  such  a  dose 
of  selfishness  as  would  render  their  own 
lives  more  comfortable;  and,  as  a  se- 
quence, that  of  the  household. 

The  Doctor  had  had  these  saints  as  his 
patients  more  than  once;  he  knew  them 
well.  But  here  was  a  woman  who  had 
sacrificed  her  whole  life  to  hard  duty, 
who  felt  constantly  the  ache  of  depriva- 
tion, but  who  yet  did  not  think  in  the 
least,  apparently,  that  these  things  freed 
her  from  the  kindly  efforts,  the  patience, 
the  small  sweet  friendly  attempts  which 
make  home  comfortable. 

The  Doctor  had  been  witness  to  all 
this,  as  he  had  been  witness  also  that  day 
in  the  orange  grove,  when  Evert  Win- 
throp  lifted  this  same  woman  in  his  arms, 
where  she  lay  speechless,  helpless,  from 
the  pain  of  parting  with  him. 

Her  pain  was  the  same  now — he  knew 
that  ;  but  she  had  learned  to  bear  it. 
Unspeakably  he  honored  her. 

And  now  this  woman  had  come  to  see 
Garda  in  her  trouble,  Garda  who  was  so 
infinitely  dear  to  him,  though  in  another 
way ;  he  felt,  as  he  stood  therewith  his  hand 
upon  the  door  knob,  all  these  things  in  his 
mind,  that  he  must  for  once — for  once— 
acknowledge  the  difference  between  these 
two  natures:  he  could  not  be  content  with 
himself  without  it.  "I  know  you  will 
be  very  good  to  her,"  he  said—"  our  poor 
Garda,  our  dear  little  girl.  She  is  suffer- 
ing greatly,  and  we  must  tide  her  over  it 
as  well  as  we  can.  Yes,  tide  her  over  it ; 
for  you  and  I  know,  Mrs.  Harold,  that 
deep  as  her  sorrow  is — undoubtedly  is, 
poor  child!— it  ivill  pass." 

He  opened  the  door,  and  Margaret  en- 


tered. Then  he  closed  it  from  the  out- 
side, and  made  his  escape.  He  felt  like  a 
traitor !  Yet  he  had  had  to  say  it— he  had 
had  to  say  it. 

But  the  next  moment  he  was  taking 
himself  to  task  as  he  walked  violently 
homeward.  "Don't  you  want  it  to  pass, 
you  great  idiot,  that  sorrow  of  hers  ?  How 
much  good  can  a  woman  do  sitting  all 
her  life  upon  a  tomb  ?  She  can't  even  be 
ornamental  there,  in  my  humble  opinion. 
No ;  it's  a  thorough  waste  I"  He  entered 
his  old  house,  still  revolving  these  reflec- 
tions; he  came  bursting  in  upon  Ma. 

"Ma,"  he  announced,  solemnly,  as  the 
little  old  lady  in  her  neat  widow's  cap 
looked  up  in  surprise — he  spoke  with  em- 
phasis, as  he  was  still  suffering  sharply 
from  having  had,  as  it  were,  to  denounce 
poor  Garda — "I  am  convinced,  Ma,  that 
it  would  have  been  infinitely  better  for 
you  if  you  had  married  again." 

"  Save  us  and  bless  us,  Reginald!"  said 
astonished  Ma. 

Margaret  entered  Garda's  room  with  a 
noiseless  step;  the  Moores  had  thought  it 
better  that  she  should  go  alone.  The 
blinds  had  been  closed,  but  a  gleam  of 
the  sunset  entered  between  the  slats,  and 
made  a  line  of  gold  across  the  floor;  the 
motionless  figure  on  the  lounge  had  been 
covered  (by  Penelope)  with  that  most  des- 
olate of  all  draperies,  a  plain  black  shawl. 
Though  Margaret  had  entered  so  quietly, 
Garda  seemed  to  know  by  instinct  who  it 
was ;  she  was  lying  with  her  face  turned 
away,  but  she  instantly  spoke — "Marga- 
ret ?"  And  Margaret  came  and  took  her 
in  her  arms. 

"Margaret,  I  cannot  bear  it,"  Garda 
said,  calmly.  "  I  have  tried,  but  it  is  im- 
possible. And  if  you  cannot  tell  me  how 
to — you  the  one  I  really  believe,  I  shall 
not  try  any  more.     It  is  decided." 

"  Time  will  tell  you  how,  Garda,"  Mar- 
garet answered,  putting  her  hand  upon 
the  girl's  head  as  it  lay  against  her  breast; 
"time,  I  think,  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
help  us— women,  I  mean — when  we  suffer 
so." 

"But  it's  nineteen  months  already," 
Garda  went  on,  in  the  same  desperately 
calm  tone.  "And  to-day  I've  suffered 
just  as  much  as  I  did  in  the  beginning— 
exactly  as  much." 

"Yes,  the  coming  home.  It  will  be 
different  now." 

"But  now's  noiv,^^  said  Garda,  sitting 
up  and  looking  at  her  friend,  her  face 
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liardeiieil,  her  lovely  lips  set  in  her 
pain. 

"  I  mean  soon,  dear." 

"  I  won't  ])elieve  it  unless  you  swear  it 
to  me,"  Garda  went  on.  She  ^ot  up  and 
stood  lcx>ki!i[^  at  Mar<:^aret.  "  If  you  will 
swear  it  to  me  I  will  try  to  believe  it,  be- 
cause you  know  me,  and  you  speak  the 
truth." 

"Very  well,  then;  listen:  I  am  abso- 
lutely sure  of  it,"  Margaret  answered. 

"  Sure  that  I  shall  stoj)  caring  so  much? 
stop  feeling  so  dreadfully  V 

"  Yes,  sure." 

"But  when  will  it  begin  ?"  the  girl  de- 
manded, shaken  with  deep  fresli  sobs. 
She  leaned  down  as  she  spoke,  pressing 
her  hands  on  Margaret's  shoulders  and 
looking  at  her  insistently,  as  if  she  would 
draw  from  her  by  force  a  comforting 
reply. 

"To-morrow,  perhaps,"  said  Margaret, 
answering  her  almost  as  one  answers  a 
suffering  child. 

"Well,  you  mustn't  leave  me." 

"  I  won't  leave  you  to-night  at  least." 

This  gave  Garda  some  slight  solace ;  she 
sat  down  and  rested  her  head  on  Marga- 
ret's .shoulder.  "  He  was  buried  in  Ven- 
ice— on  that  island.  Margaret,  I  want  to 
go  down  to  East  Angels  to-morrow :  mam- 
ma is  there.  Do  you  remember  little  mam- 
ma?" 

But  this  quiet  did  not  last  long.  Sud- 
denly she  sprang  up  again,  and  began 
walking  about  the  room,  clinching  her 
hands. 

Margaret  went  to  her. 

"  I  told  you  I  could  not  bear  it,"  Garda 
cried,  almost  flinging  her  off.  "You  said 
it  w^ould  stop,  and  it  hasn't  stopped  at  all. 
It  suffocates  me,  it's  a  sort  of  dreadful  ag- 
ony that  you  don't  know  anything  about, 
you — youP^  And  she  faced  her  friend 
like  a  creature  at  bay.  "When  shall  I 
begin  to  forget  him  ?— tell  me  that.  When  ? 
when  ?" 

"But  you  do  not  wish  to  forget  him, 
Garda." 

"Yes,  I  do;  I  wish  I  might  never  think 
of  him  on  earth  again,"  said  Garda,  fierce- 
ly, giving  a  stamp  with  her  foot  as  one 
does  in  extremity  of  acute  physical  pain. 
"Why  should  I  suffer  so  ?  It's  not  right. 
If  you  don't  help  me  more  than  you've 
done  (and  I  relied  on  you  so),  I  shall  cer- 
tainly go  to  him — go  to  Lucian.  He'll  be 
glad  to  see  me ;  he  thinks  more  of  me  than 
you  do— you  w^ho  haven't  helped  me  at 


all.      But  it  will  be  easy  to  end  it;  you 
will  see.'' 

Margaret  began  to  fear  that  under  the 
pressure  of  her  grief  her  mind  was  giving 
way. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

One  afterno<m,  six  months  later,  Mar- 
garet, under  her  white  umbrella,  oi)ened 
the  gate  of  the  rose  garden  at  East  Angels. 
She  came  through  the  crape-myrtle  ave- 
nue; at  the;  end  of  its  long  vista,  on  the 
bench  under  the  great  rose-tree,  she  saw 
Garda.  The  crane,  outlined  in  profile 
against  the  glossy  camellia  bushes  behind, 
kept  watch  over  his  mistress  stitlly;  an- 
other companion,  in  bearing  scarcely  less 
rigid,  stood  beside  her — Ernesto  dcTorrez. 

His  Cuban  slii)S  had  served  their  desti- 
ny after  all :  Garda's  lap  was  full  of  roses. 
Crim.son  and  pink,  they  lay  on  her  black 
dress  a  ma.ss  of  color,  contrasting  with  the 
creamy  hue  of  the  paler  roses  above  her 
head. 

There  was  always  the  same  interest  in 
Margaret  ;  as  soon  as  Gai'da  saw  her 
friend  she  left  the  bench  and  came  to 
meet  her;  all  the  ro.ses  tumbled  to  the 
ground.  Ernesto  did  not  glance  at  the 
fallen  blossoms;  but  Carlos,  stalking  for- 
ward, ])ecked  appreciatively  at  the  finest 
one. 

"Oh,  have  you  got  through  at  last— the 
everlasting  reading  aloud  and  fish  nets  ?" 
Garda  inquired.  "  To  think  that  I  should 
have  to  give  way  to  fish  nets!" 

"I  was  to  tell  you — Lanse  hopes  that 
you  will  come  in  before  very  long,''  Mar- 
garet answered. 

"Hopes  are  good.  But  I  shall  not 
come  in."  And  Garda  linked  her  arm  in 
her  friend's.  "Or  rather,  if  I  do,  I  .shall 
go  and  sit  in  your  room  with  you — may  I  ? 
Good-by,  Ernesto.  You  are  not  vexed 
with  me  for  going?"  she  added.  And, 
leaving  Margaret,  she  went  back  to  him, 
extending  her  hand. 

He  bowed  over  it.  "Whatever  pleases 
you—" 

"  You  please  me,"  answered  Garda, 
promptly.  "After  they  have  carried  off 
Mr.  Harold  to  bed,  those  terrible  men  of 
his — about  ten  o'clock  generally--then  I 
never  have  very  much  to  do  for  an  hour: 
from  ten  to  eleven,  that  is  the  time  when 
I  am  in  want  of  society." 

"  But  you  don't  expect  poor  Mr.  De  Tor- 
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rez  to  go  stumbling"  home  througli  the 
dark  woods  at  midnight,  just  for  tlie  sake 
of  giving  that  ?"  Margaret  suggested. 

"Yes,  I  do.  Mr.  De  Torrez  never  stum- 
bled in  his  life.  And  I  don't  think  he 
is  at  all  poor,"  Garda  answered,  smiling. 

He  had  kept  her  hand;  he  bowed  over 
it  again,  but  did  not  appear  to  think  it 
necessary  to  speak. 

"Yes — from  ten  to  eleven,  that  is  much 
the  best  time;  couldn't  you  come  then, 
and  then  only  ?"  Garda  went  on.  "Mar- 
garet doesn't  mind,  she's  always  so  late 
herself." 

"Yes,  I've  a  wretched  habit  of  sitting 
up,"  that  lady  acknowledged. 

"It  is  impossible  that  any  habit  of  Mrs. 
Harold's  should  be  wretched,"  announced 
the  Cuban,  with  grave  courtesy.  "She 
may  not  always  explain  her  reasons:  they 
are  sure  to  be  excellent." 

' '  Come,  Margaret,  we  can  go  after  that, " 
said  Garda.  ' '  If  you  should  tell  him 
that  you  have  a  little  habit  of  scalping — 
small  negroes,  for  instance — he  would  be 
sure  that  your  reasons  were  perfect.  And 
gather  up  the  scalps."  She  drew  her 
friend  away  with  her,  going  down  the 
myrtle  avenue.  But,  presently,  she  look- 
ed back. 

The  crane  had  joined  his  chief — it  was 
believed  that  he  considered  Ernesto  that 
— and  at  the  moment  when  Garda  turned 
her  head  the  solemn  old  bird  was  indul- 
ging in  a  series  of  high  slow  hops,  appar- 
ently for  that  chief's  entertainment. 
"Comical  old  thing!"  said  Garda,  laugh- 
ing. She  touched  her  lips  with  her  fin- 
ger-tips pressed  together  in  a  cluster,  and 
then  expanded  them  again  gayly  in  that 
direction. 

"For  whom  is  that  pretty  salutation, 
may  I  ask  ?"  said  her  companion. 

"Carlos,  of  course.  What  are  you  go- 
ing to  do,  Margaret  ?  May  I  come  and  sit 
with  you  till  dinner  ?'^ 

"I  have  accounts  to  look  over;  I  can't 
be  much  of  a  companion." 

' '  Always  something. " 

"Yes,  always  something." 

"  Well,  I  shall  come,  all  the  same." 

An  hour  later  she  entered  Margaret's 
room,  selected  a  low  chair  which  she 
liked,  and  seated  herself , looking  idly  about 
her.  This  apartment  of  Margaret's,  which 
was  called  her  dressing-room,  though  in 
reality  she  never  dressed  there,  contained 
her  own  small  library,  her  writing-table, 
the  rows   of  account- books   (with  which 


she  was  at  present  engaged),  and  sewing 
materials— all  articles  which  Garda  de'- 
clared  she  detested,  because  they  repre- 
sented such  constant  occupation;  "it 
looks  like  an  industrial  school,"  she  said; 
"all  you  want  is  a  black-board.  And 
shoe-brushes." 

"  Why  shoe-brushes  ?"  Mrs.  Harold  had 
inquired. 

"They  always  make  them— in  indus- 
trial schools,"  Garda  had  responded,  im- 
aginatively. It  was  true  that  one  corner 
of  the  room  contained  a  set  of  shelves 
holding  piles  of  new  school-books;  they 
commemorated  one  of  Margaret's  atteni^its 
which  had  been  highly  successful,  a  school 
for  the  negro  children  of  the  East  Angels 
neighborhood. 

The  mistress  of  the  house  had  not  lifted 
her  head  when  Garcia  entered;  she  went 
on  with  her  accounts.  Several  of  her 
closely  tilled  columns  bore  the  inscription, 
"For  charity."  Garda  had  apparently 
lost  nothing  of  her  old  capacity  for  mo- 
tionless contemplation;  leaning  back  in 
her  chair,  she  swayed  a  feather  fan  slowly 
to  and  fro,  looking  at  tlie  top  of  a  palmet- 
to, which  she  could  see  through  the  open 
window,  shooting  up  against  the  blue. 
Her  beauty  was  greater  than  ever,  her 
eyes  were  sweeter  in  their  expression,  her 
lovely  girlish  figure  was  now  more  w^o- 
manly.  The  wilfulness  was  not  so  ap- 
parent. But  it  was  not  that  it  had  van- 
ished ;  one  had  the  impression  merely  that 
it  would  require  more  weighty  influences 
now  to  rouse  it,  to  wake  it  to  take  the 
trouble  of  expressing  itself.  After  wait- 
ing in  this  serene  silence  for  half  an  hour 
she  fell  quietly  asleep. 

Some  minutes  later,  Margaret,  missing 
the  soft  motion  of  the  fan,  looked  up;  she 
smiled  when  she  saw  the  sleeping  figure. 
It  was  a  warm  day;  Garda  had  changed 
her   thin  black  dress  for  a   white   one. 
Through  the  lace,  of  which  it  was  x^rinci- 
pally  composed,  her  round  arms  gleamed ; 
she  had  dropped  her  fan;  her  head,  with 
the  thick  braids   of  hair  w^ound   closely 
about  it,  drooped  to  one  side  like  a  flower. 
Margaret  had  smiled  to  see  how  easily, 
as  a  child  does,  she  had  glided  into  uncon- 
sciousness.     But  the  next   moment   the 
smile  was  follow^ed  by  a  heavy  sigh.     It 
was  a  sigh  of  envy;  the  page  of  figures 
grew  dim,   then  faded   from   before  her 
eyes ;  she  dropped  her  head  upon  her  clasp- 
ed hands  in  the  abandonment  of  a  fresh, 
the  ever  fresh,  realization  of  her  own  drear- 
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iness.  The  realization  was  never  long 
absent;  she  niijiflit  liope  that  she  had  for- 
gotten it,  or  tliat  it  had  forirotten  her,  but 
her  liope  was  always  falsified,  it  always 
came  back. 

It  happened  that  at  this  instant  Garda 
woke,  and  saw  the  movement.  She  came 
swiftly  across  to  her  friend.  "Oh,  I 
knew  you  were  unhappy,  though  you 
never,  never  say  sol  But  now  I  have 
caught  you,  I  have  seen  it.  And  oh,  Mar- 
garet, you  are  so  changed  I  You  are  the 
loveliest  woman  in  the  world  still;  but 
you  have  grown  so  thin — look  at  your 
hands."  And  she  held  up  one  of  Marga- 
ret's hands  against  the  light  to  show  its 
transparency. 

But  Margaret  was  now  sitting  erect 
again  ;  she  drew  her  hand  away.  "If  I'm 
thin,  I  am  onl\'  following  out  my  priv- 
ilege as  an  American  woman,"'  she  an- 
swered, lightly.  "Don't  you  know  that 
we  pride  ourselves  upon  remaining  slen- 
der ?" 

"Slender — yes;  that  is  what  you  were. 
Your  arms  were  always  slender,  and  yet 
round.  But  now — "'  She  pushed  up  Mar- 
garet's sleeve.  "See  your  poor  wrists. 
Oh,  Margaret,  I  do  believe  that  before 
long  even  hollows  in  your  pretty  neck 
will  begin  to  show !" 

"How  can  they,  if  I  always  wear  high 
dresses  ?"  said  Margaret,  smiling. 

She  rose  as  she  spoke.  But  if  her  mo- 
tive was  to  escape  from  further  scrutiny, 
she  was  not  successful ;  Garda  took  hold 
of  her  and  made  her  sit  down  on  a  couch 
near  one  of  the  windows,  and  standing  in 
front  of  her  to  keep  her  there,  she  contin- 
ued her  inspection.  "Yes,  you  are  thin- 
ner. There  are  little  fine  lines  going 
down  your  face.  And  your  face  itself 
has  grown  more  slender.  That  makes 
your  e\^es  too  large;  I  don't  like  your 
eyes  now,  they  are  too  big  and  blue.'' 

"  They  were  always  blue,  weren't  they?" 

^'Noiv  they  are  the  kind  of  blue  that 
you  see  in  the  eyes  of  golden-haired  chil- 
dren that  have  got  to  die,"  pursued  Gar- 
da, making  one  of  her  curiously  accurate 
comparisons. 

Suddenly  she  held  Margaret's  hands 
down  with  her  own  left  hand,  and  with 
her  right  pushed  back  swiftly  the  dark 
hair.  It  w^as  the  hair  that  lay  over  the 
forehead,  for  Lanse's  taste  was  still  con- 
sulted; his  wife's  dusky  locks  rippled  soft- 
ly above  her  blue  eyes,  having  now  cer- 
tainly nothing  of  the  plain  appearance 


which  he  had  objected  to  as  "the  coitTure 
of  a  saint'';  the  outline  of  the  head  was 
followed,  but  all  else  had  a  look  which 
Mrs.  Moore,  in  her  lieart,  greatly  feared 
was  "  French" — an  adjective  which  it  was 
the  highest  ambition  of  Margaret's  maid 
to  reach,  day  by  day,  as  the  result  of  her 
labors  with  the  brush. 

The  forehead  thus  suddenly  e\-i)osed 
l:>etrayed  at  the  temples  a  wasted  look, 
with  the  blue  veins  conspicuous  on  the 
white.  "I  knew  it,"  said  Garda.  She 
sat  down  beside  her  friend,  and  kissed  her 
two  or  three  times  with  angrj'  tenderness. 
"  What  is  the  matter  with  you  ?''  she  de- 
manded, putting  her  arms  round  her  and 
giving  her  a  little  shake.  "You  sJiall 
tell  me.      What  is  tlie  matter  ?" 

"A  very  natural  thing;  I  am  growing 
older,  that  is  all."  And  ^largaret  tried  to 
rearrange  the  disordered  hair. 

"Leave  it  as  it  is;  I  am  determined  to 
see  the  worst  of  you  this  time.  You — with 
all  that  pretty  hair  and  your  pretty  dress- 
es—  you  have  managed  to  conceal  it." 
And  again  with  searching  eyes  she  exam- 
ined her  friend.  "  You  don't  care  at  all  I" 
she  announced. 

"  Oh  yes,  I  do,"  said  Margaret. 

"You  don't  care  in  the  least.  But  I 
care.  And  something  shall  be  done.  They 
have  worn  you  out  between  them — two 
invalids.  I  shall  mvself  speak  to  Mr. 
Harold." 

Margaret's  face  altered.  "  No,  Garda, 
you  7nust  not  do  that." 

"But  he  likes  me,"  said  Garda,  insist- 
ently; "  he  w^ill  say  yes  to  anything  I  ask 
— you  will  see  if  he  doesn't." 

And  Margaret  felt,  like  a  wave,  the  con- 
viction that  he  would;  more  than  this, 
that  he  would  always  have  said  yes  if 
Garda  had  been  the  wife  instead  of  her- 
self. Garda  would  never  have  been  sub- 
missive; Garda  would  not  have  obeyed 
him  in  the  least.  Garda  would  have  fol- 
lowed her  own  will,  her  own  way,  from 
one  year's  end  to  the  other.  But  to  Gar- 
da he  himself  would  have  yielded,  to  her 
he  would  have  said  yes. 

Garda,  therefore,  would  have  been  a 
better  wife  to  him  than  she  had  been. 
Could  this  be  possible  ?  could  it  be  that 
all  her  own  long  hard  effort — as  hard  to- 
day as  in  the  beginning — that  all  this  was 
as  nothing  in  its  effect  when  compared 
with  the  results  which  the  unconquered 
naturalness  of  this  girl  would  have  easily 
achieved,  a  girl  whose  inexplicable  frank- 
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13 ess  was  as  real  as  the  wilfulness  and  the 
changeableness  which  aoconipanietl  it  ? 

But  Gaixla  was  not  always  changeable; 
in  her  affection  for  ]\Iargaret  she  was  ever 
the  same.  **  I  shall  certainly  speak  to  Mr. 
Harold."  she  persisted.  "  Why  shouldn't 
I  not  mind  what  you  say.  if  it  is  for  your 
good  ?" 

''It  would  not  be  for  my  good." 

"  But  he  is  kind  to  you:  I  know  it.  be- 
cause I  see  it  with  my  own  eyes.  He 
thinks  you  are  lovely:  he  has  told  me  so: 
he  says  you  are  a  very  rare  type.  And 
he  himself — he  is  so  agreeable.  He  says 
unusual  things.  He  never  tires  anybody: 
his  very  fish  nets  are  amusing.  I  like  him 
ever  so  much.  And  though  he  is  crippled, 
he  is  very  liaiulsonie  :  there  is  such  a  gold- 
en light  'way  back  in  liis  brown  eyes." 

"He  is  all  that  you  say.""  3Iargaret  an- 
swered, smiling  at  this  enumeration. 

She  could  talk  about  her  husband  read- 
ily enough  now.  As  Garda  had  noticed. 
he  was  always  kind  :  his  manner  had  been 
steadily  kind  (though  not  without  many 
a  glimpse  of  inward  entertainment  gleam- 
ing through  it)  ever  since  he  entered  East 
Angels'  doors.  He  appeared  to  have  taken 
his  wife  under  his  protection :  he  told  Aunt 
Katrina  once  for  all.  and  authoritatively 
(^to  that  lady's  amazement',  that  she  must 
hereafter,  in  his  presence  at  least,  be  ""  less 
catty"  to  Margaret.  Puriuu"  the  one  visit 
whicli  Evert  Winthrop  liad  paid  to  Flori- 
da in  the  same  period.  Lanse  had  mention- 
ed to  him  i^in  the  tone  of  the  old  Eouian 
inscription") :  "  I  am  as  steady  as  a  church. 
I  make  nets  for  the  poor:  I  talk  to  Aunt 
K. :  I'm  good  to  the  little  people  about 
here:  I'm  a  seraph  to  Margaret." 

Aunt  Katrina  could  not  give  herself  tlie 
pleasure  of  holding  tip  to  tlie  world's  ad- 
miration— her  present  world  of  Pr.  Regi- 
nald and  Betty.  Penelope  and  Middleton. 
Madam  Euiz,  Madam  Giron.  and  ]Ma — the 
heavenly  improvement  in  lier  boy:  she 
had  never  in  the  least  acknowledged  that 
there  was  room  for  improvement.  To 
Evert,  however,  during  that  one  visit,  she 
could  speak  more  freely.  '*  Isn't  it  charm- 
ing to  have  him  always  so  pleasant,  so 
agreeable  r  she  said. 

"Lanse  could  always  be  pleasant 
enough  when  he  chose."  the  other  nephew 
answered. 

"Well,  he  chooses  now.  And  I  must 
say  I  think  it's  very  kind  of  him — such  a 
dull,  dull  place  as  this  is,  and  such  a  dull 
life  as  we're  leading  now!" 


"  It's  his  best  policy.'' 

"Policy  .'     What  do  you  mean ?'' 

"Oh.  lie  had  to  come  home.  So  he's 
making  tlie  best  of  it." 

"And  isn't  that  the  right  thing  to  do  ?'' 
asked  Aunt  Katrina,  with  virtuous  severi- 
ty— "  to  make  the  best  of  it  ?  You  speak 
as  though  it  wasn't." 

"I  never  said  Lanse  didn't  go  in  for  the 
best;  on  the  contrary.  He  has  always 
had  the  best,  and  he's  got  it  now.''  Win- 
throp  uttei*ed  this  in  a  voice  so  hard  that 
he  noticed  the  sound  of  it  liimself,  and 
turned  it  off  with  a  vague  laugh.  Aunt 
Katrina  noticed  only  tlie  laugh. 

She  still  remained  off'ended.  But  she 
smoothed  this  feeling  out  a  little,  an  hour 
or  two  later,  when  she  said,  with  the  soft- 
est regret:  "You  are  really  growing  old 
before  your  time.  Evert:  thei*e  is  quite  a 
good  deal  of  gray  in  your  hair,  my  poor 
boy." 

Garda's  visit  at  East  Angels  had  begun 
but  two  days  before.  She  had  been  s})end- 
ing  some  time  in  New  York  with  Lish-er 
and  Trude:  these  ladies  having  written 
once  a  week  since  their  first  parting  with 
her.  to  say  that  they  were  sure  that  she 
must  by  this  time  be  needing  "a  drier 
air."  Garda  had  at  lengili  accepted  the 
suggestion  and  tried  the  air:  it  proved  to 
be  tliat  of  Ninth  Street,  and  was  indeed 
remarkably  dry.  The  present  visit  to  Mar- 
garet was  her  second  one:  six  months  be- 
fore she  had  made  a  long  stay  at  East  An- 
gels— so  long  that  Aunt  Katrina  began  to 
fear  that  she  would  never  go  away.  Tlie 
violence  of  the  grief  that  had  accompanied 
her  first  return  to  Gracias  had  subsided 
with  singular  suddenness.  Slie  said  to 
Margaret,  in  an  apathetic  tone:  "I  had  to 
kill  it.  you  know,  or  else  kill  myself.  I 
came  very  near  killing  myself." 

"  I  was  much  alarmed  about  you.  Gar- 
da."  Margaret  answered,  hesitating  as  to 
whether  or  not  to  say  more. 

Garda  divined  her  thoughts.  ' '  Did  you 
think  I  wasn't  myself?  I  was  perfectly 
myself:  it  was  only  that  I  couldn't  bear 
the  pain.  Let  us  never  speak  of  that  time 
again — never!  never!"  She  got  up.  and 
for  a  moment  stood  trembling  and  quiver- 
ing. Then,  with  the  same  rapidity  and 
completeness,  she  resumed  her  calm. 

Margaret  never  did  speak  of  it  again. 
"  But  iiow  was  it  that  she  killed  it— how  ?" 
was  her  dreary  thought. 

During  the  first  visit  Lanse  and  Mrs. 
Spenser  had  become  fast  friends:   every 
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urid  kIk;  w;ih  tho  only  \utrHoti  witli  whom 
h<;(ii<l  tint  \)\\iHUtv  over  l\ift  lunula;  kIio  con- 
tr;i<lirt,«;(i  liiin;  h1i<;  rii;ul<;  HporL  f>f  liis  fisli 
rjfcts;  kIm)  iiH«;(l  liis  h'icMiii;^  for  ii«;r  foot- 
stool ;  hlif;  put  forwunl  tin;  proj)0.sition  tliat 
\titr  own  (iuut  was  pi-«;Lti«;r  than   his  Mino 

l/iiis'Mh'iii<;<l  thiH.  "  My  Mino  fiiitlirios 
Jir<;  not  in  th'*,  io;ist  pn-tty.  iint  thf^n  you 
aro  not  in  th<i  l<;ast  pi-<;tty  (;ithf!r/' 

"Not  pndty  I'  Kai<I  (lai'da,  witli  a  pro- 
UiHi'iii^  cry.  "  VVliy,  ovf;n  a  litth;  pussy 
cat  can  h<;  pndty.'' 

"  1  havo  not  h'MMi  ahh;  to  <lisf:ov<;i'  a 
tracu;  of  prcttinosH  in  you."  Ho  pausfMl. 
"  Yoii  an;  sirnpiy  suix^rh,"  li<;  said,  look- 
inj^  at  h(!r  with  liis  <]('.('.[)  hold  hrown 
(!y(;s.  "  What  iriaUfs  you  stay  on  h(;n;  V 
In;  a(hh;(l,  in  anothf;r  tonn,  Kurv^^yin^-  lnjr 
curiously. 

(jlarda  turned;  hut  Margaret  had  hy 
(;lian<;c,  left  th(5  I'oorn,  "  1  was  ^oin^-  to 
))oint  to  Margaret,"  sh(;  answ(!i*ed.  "J 
Ht'iy  heeauso  1  Jovo  hf^r  -lovo  to  ho  with 
lior." 

*'  Well,  you'll  hav(t  a  eareer,"  Jjanse  an- 
noun(ted,  hrie.lly. 

The  next  day  lu;  said  to  Aunt  Katrina: 
"1  should  like  to  h.'iv(;  s(;en  that  ^ii-l  he- 
foro  she  was  married;  th(jr(;'s  such  an 
extraordinary  richness  ahout  her  l^eauty 
that  I.  don't  Ixdicve  she  (tver  had  an  awk- 
ward aj^c;  she  was  ])rohahly  graceful  at 
Kixt(;(;j»." 

"  Sho  w.'is  <M;]-t;i,inly  desi;(ninj(  at  six- 
teen." 

"No!  l*'or  whom  could  she  have  he-en 
desij^nin^  down  h(!re  ?" 

"Evert;  that's  all." 

"And  the  idiot  l(;t  hej'  slip  throu;.^h  his 
fin^cirsf 

"Mercy  m(;!"  s.'iid  thr;  lady.  ''If  Tve 
^ot  to  sit  hy  and  hear  you  adjiiire,  her 
too!" 

I>inner  was  announc(;d  while  (iar'da 
was  still  i'ep(;atin^-,  in  the  "industrial 
scliool,"  her  intcjiition  of  sfx^akin^  to  Mr. 
Harold  ahout  his  wife's  Insalth. 

"IMy  health  is  perfect,"  Mii\'<riiv('l  had 
answered;  "isn't  Aunt  Katrina  always 
sa,yinj^'  that  I  am  tin;  stron^'est  p(;rsoii  sh(! 
knows  ?" 

"Aunt  k'atriiKi,"  i-';marl(ed  (hirda,  "is 
a  ('olton  mouth." 

She  did  not,  how(;V(;i',  |)ut  Im^i-  th»-»-a,t 
into  execution  ;  she  said  nothinj^"  to  La,ns(!. 

Eate  that  ni^^ht  sIkj  came  and  tappcid 
again   on   Margaret's   door,  lier   hedroorn 


door  this  time.      "I  waiii-o   Lo  >.•;»•  you, 
she  said,  entering. 

Ernest^>  liad  gone  an  liour  Ixjfore,  and 
slie  had  he<'n  in  iierown  room  meanwhile; 
hut  KJie  iia<l  not  taken  olF  lier  wiiite  lacc 
attire,  or  loosened  the  hraids  of  Ikm'  liair. 
Margaret  too  was  fully  dressed. 

"  Wliat  iiave  you  heen  doing?"  Garda 
(h;mand(!rl,  suhpiciouHly,  as  slje  hxjked  at 
Ijer.      "  Not  crying  ::" 

"  I  tliink  J  have  forgotten  liow  U)  cry." 

"Well,  your  eyes  are  dry,"  Garda  ad- 
rnittf.'d.  She  clr>sed  the  door,  tln*n  went 
to  one  of  tin;  windows  and  looked  out. 
'J'here  liad  hf^en  a  heavy  rain  during  the 
evening,  and  the  air  was  irmcli  cr>r>ler;  it 
was  very  dark.  Slie  closed  tljc;  shutters 
of  all  the  three  windows  and  fastened 
them.  "It's  so  glor)my  out  there.  Pine 
cones  if     What  luck  I  we'll  liave  a  fire." 

"Garda,  we  shall  melt." 

"  No;  the  ror>m  is  too  large."  She  pil(;d 
tlie  conc's  on  the  liearth  and  set  (ire  to 
them;  in  an  instant  the  hiaze  llared  out 
and  lighted  u|)all  tlx^  corners  of  the  room. 
"  'J'hat's  hotter.  Only  on<!  poor  miserahle 
candle?"  And  sin?  ])V(H'.('('(\<a\  to  lij^'ht  four 
others  that  stood  ahout  here  and  thei'O. 

"  Are  you  j^reparing  for  a  hall  ?" 

"  I  am  i)reparing  for  a  talk.  I'm  lone- 
ly to  niglit,  Margaret,  and  1  can't  hear  to 
feel  loindy.  How  long  may  I  stay?  Are 
yf>u  sure  yr)U  liaven't  got  to  go  and  do 
something? — say  g(;od-night  to  Mr.  Har- 
old, for  instance?" 

"He  has  he(;/i  asleep  these  two  lioui-s. 
He,  always  Ijas  one  of  his  men  sleeping  in 
the  room  with  him." 

"  Yes,  1  know.  I  Jut  why  liaven't  you 
undress(;d,  then,  all  this  time?''  Garda 
went  on,  witli  return iii;r  sus[)icion. 

"  Why  haven't  you  ^  I>i4t  hav(5  you  no 
coriscie,nc(%  thinking  of  poor  Ernesto  hang- 
ing into  all  th(5  tr(!(;s  and  falling  into  all 
the  ditch<;s  on  the  long  way  home?" 

"No;  Errjosto  and  I  art;  not  t»-ouhled 
ahout  consciences;  Ernesto  and  I  under- 
stand each  otiier  perfectly.  It's  in  the 
hlood,  I  suppose;;  W(;  hejong  to  the  same 
racr;,"  said  tlie  daughter  of  the  Du(;ros. 

SIh!  had  h(!(!n  standing  watching  lier 
fire;  now  she  d»"ew  U|)  a  chair  hefore  it 
and  sat  down.  "  I  did  not  say  anything 
to  Mr.  Hai'old  ahout  you,  aftei*  all,"  she 
said. 

"  I  thought  you  wouldn't  when  I  told 
you  I  did  not  wish  it." 

"1  shall  do  it  to-morrow.  Y'ou  are  to 
come  north  with  nie  the  next  time  I  go." 
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''  I  shall  not  leave  East  Angels." 

"  I  saw  Evert  in  New  York,"  Garda  be- 
gan, after  a  short  silence.  "He  is  just 
the  same.  A  little  older,  perhaps,  but  de- 
lightful. 1  wrote  a  note  asking  him  to 
come.  Well,  he  came — ^he  came  three 
times.  But  three  times  isn't  much  ?" 
And  she  glanced  toward  Margaret. 

Margaret  had  kept  her  place  on  the  sofa 
where  she  was  sitting  when  Garda  enter- 
ed ;  but  she  had  drawn  forward  on  its  cast- 
ers a  broad  tall  screen  to  shield  herself 
from  the  fire,  and  this  threw  her  face  into 
shadow.  "No,  not  much,"  she  answered 
from  her  dark  corner. 

"I  love  to  tell  you  things,"  Garda  re- 
sumed, gazing  at  the  blaze.  ' '  He  wouldn't 
like  me — what  would  you  say  to  that  ?  I 
had  thought  that  perhaps  he  might;  but 
no,  he  wouldn't." 

This  time  there  was  no  answer  from  the 
shadow. 

"I  used  to  think — long  ago — that  it  was 
because  he  couldn't,"  Garda  went  on;  "I 
mean,  couldn't  care  for  any  one  very 
much ;  that  is,  care  as  I  care.  But  I  was 
mistaken.  Completely.  He  can  care. 
But  he  refuses  to  care  for  me." 

She  got  up  and  w^ent  to  the  long  mir- 
ror; in  the  bright  light  her  face  and  figure 
were  clearly  reflected ;  here  she  stood  look- 
ing at  herself  for  some  time  in  silence,  as 
if  touched  by  a  new  curiosity.  Next  she 
began  to  scrutinize  the  reflection  more 
closely ;  she  moved  nearer  the  glass  so  that 
she  could  see  her  face,  then  back  to  get  a 
view  of  the  image  as  a  whole ;  she  turned 
half  round,  with  her  head  over  her  shoul- 
der, in  order  to  see  herself  in  profile.  Then 
she  adjusted  the  white  ribbon  round  her 
supple  waist,  and  gave  a  touch,  musingly, 
to  her  hair ;  she  lifted  her  hands  and  look- 
ed at  them;  dropping  them,  she  clasped 
them  behind  her,  and  indulged  in  another 
general  survey.  "Such  as  I  am,  he  cares 
nothing  for  me,"  she  said  at  last,  speaking 
not  in  surprise,  but  simply  as  one  who 
states  a  fact. 

She  looked  at  herself  again.  "  I  don't 
say  he's  not  a  fool !"  And  she  gave  a  good- 
humored  laugh. 

She  left  the  glass  and  came  toward  Mar- 
garet. "I've  got  to  tell  you  something," 
she  said;  "you  know  I  tell  you  all.  I 
tried.  Yes,  I  did  try,  for  I  like  him  so 
much !  You  remember  I  thought  every- 
thing of  him  once,  when  w^e  were  first  en- 
gaged, long  ago.  I  appreciate  him  better 
now.     And  I  like  him  so  much !"     While 


she  was  saying  these  last  words  she  came 
behind  the  screen,  and  knelt  down  beside 
the  sofa  in  her  old  caressing  fashion,  her 
clasped  hands  on  Margaret's  knees.  But 
her  movement  had  pushed  the  screen,  and 
it  now  rolled  back  still  further,  letting  the 
fire-light  shine  suddenly  across  Margaret's 
face. 

"Merciful  Heaven!"  cried  Garda, 
springing  to  her  feet  as  she  saw  the  ex- 
pression there ;  "  do  you  care  for  him  ?  Is 
that  it  ?  The  cause  of  all — the  change  in 
you,  and  in  him  too?  Oh,  how  blind  I 
have  been! — how  blind!  But  I  never 
once  suspected  it.  Don't  think  of  a  word 
I  have  said;  he  didn't  look  at  me.  I  tried, 
but  he  wouldn't.  He  despises  me,  I  know. 
I  like  him  better  than  any  one  in  the 
world,  now  that  Lucian  is  gone,"  she 
went  on,  with  her  bare  frankness  (which 
had  yet  a  great  richness  of  its  own).  "But 
he  will  never  care  for  me.  And  a  very  good 
reason  too,  when  it  is  you  he  cares  for." 

Margaret  had  bowed  her  head  upon  her 
arm,  which  rested  upon  the  sofa's  back. 
Garda  sat  down  beside  her,  ' '  How  many 
times  have  you  comforted  me  ?"  she  said. 
"If  I  could  only  be  of  the  smallest  com- 
fort to  you,  Margaret!" 

Margaret  did  not  answer;  but  she  put 
out  one  hand  and  rested  it  on  the  girl's 
shoulder,  as  if  to  tell  her  that  her  sym- 
pathy w^as  not  rejected. 

"And  it  has  been  so  all  these  long 
years,"  Garda  murmured,  after  sitting 
still  and  thinking  of  it.  "You  are  better 
than  I  am." 

"Better!" 

' '  There  isn't  an  angel  in  heaven  at  this 
moment  better  than  you  are,"  Garda  re- 
sponded, vehemently.  "But  you  mustn't 
keep  on  in  this  way,  you  know,"  she  add- 
ed, after  a  moment. 

"I  can't  talk,  Garda." 

"That  is  it;  Evert  has  talked;  he  has 
tired  you  out.  I  can  imagine  that  when 
once  he  is  in  earnest.  Margaret,  let  me 
tell  you  this  one  thing:  you  can't  live 
under  all  this;  you  will  die." 

"It's  not  so  easy  to  die,"  answered  Lan- 
sing Harold's  wife. 

"You  think  I  don't  know  about  Mr, 
Harold.  But  I  do.  Lucian  heard  the 
whole  in  Rome.  I  even  saw  her  myself — 
in  a  carriage  on  the  Pincio.  I  know  that 
he  left  you  twice  to  go  to  her— twice. 
What  claim  has  he,  then,  upon  you  ?  But 
what  is  the  use  of  my  talking,  if  Evert 
has  been  able  to  do  nothing  ?" 


962 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Margaret  sat  up.  '*  Go  now,  Garda; 
leave  me.  I  am  tired;  I  would  rather  be 
alone." 

But  Garda  would  not  go.  "I  could 
never  be  like  you,"  she  went  on.  "And 
this  is  a  case  where  you  had  better  be  more 
like  me.  Margaret!  Margaret!"  and  she 
clung  to  her.  "Such  a  love  as  his  would 
be !"  she  whispered — "how  can  you  refuse 
it?  I  think  it's  wicked.  Because  it's  liis 
whole  life.  He  isn't  Lansing  Harold! 
And  you  love  him  so;  you  needn't  deny 
it.  I  see  the  whole  now,  and  I  know  you 
do;  I  can  feel  your  heart  beating  at  this 
moment." 

"  I  wish  you  would  go,"  said  Margaret, 
drawing  herself  free,  and  rising.  "  You 
only  hurt  me,  Garda.  And  you  cannot 
change  me." 

But  Garda  followed  her.  "You  adore 
him.  And  he —  And  you  give  all  tliat 
up  ?  It's  the  dearest  thing  there  is,  the 
dearest  thing  we  have.  What  are  you 
made  of  ?"  She  kept  up  with  her,  walking 
by  her  side. 

Margaret  was  pacing  the  room  aimless- 
ly; she  put  out  her  arm  as  if  to  keep  Gar- 
da off. 

The  girl  accepted  this,  moving  to  that 
distance;  but  still  she  walked  by  her  side. 
"And  don't  you  ever  think  of  the  life 
he's  leading  ?— the  life  you're  making  him 
lead  ?"  she  went  on.  "He's  unhappy — of 
course  he  didn't  tell  me  so.  He's  grow- 
ing hard  and  bitter;  he's  ever  so  much 
changed — remember  that  I  have  just  seen 
him^only  a  few  days  ago.  It's  dreadful 
to  have  to  say  that  he  has  changed  for  the 
worse,  because  I  like  him  so  much;  but  I 
am  afraid  he  has.  He  has  got  a  great 
deal,  of  course.  But,  for  all  that,  he 
needs,  he  needs — some  one.  I  like  him  so 
much." 

"Marry  him  yourself,  then,  and  be  the 
some  one,"  answered  Margaret,  sharply. 
And  by  a  sudden  turn  in  her  quick  walk 
she  seemed  to  be  again  trying  to  get  rid 
of  her. 

"I  would,  if  he  would  marry  me," Gar- 
da answered-;  "yes,  even  if  he  should  keep 
on  caring  for  you  just  the  same;  for  that 
doesn't  hurt  him  in  my  eyes.  I  should 
be  content  to  come  after  yoic.  And  if  I 
could  have  just  a  little  edge  of  his  love. 
But  he  wouldn't  look  at  me,  I  tell  you— 
though  I  tried.  He  is  like  you ;  with  him 
it  is  once.  But  you  are  the  one  I  am 
thinking  of  the  most,  Margaret.  For  you 
are  fading  away,  and  it's  this  stifled  love 


that's  killing  you.  Women  do  die  of 
such  feelings,  and  you  are  one  of  them. 
Do  you  think  you'll  have  any  praise  when 
you  get  to  the  next  Avorld" — liere  she  came 
closer — "after  killing  yourself,  and  break- 
ing down  all  the  courage  of  a  man  like 
Evert,  like  Evert — two  whole  lives  wasted 
— and  all  for  the  sake  of  an  idea?'' 

Margaret's  face  had  been  averted.  But 
now  she  looked  at  her.  "An  idea  which 
you  cannot  comprehend,"  she  said.  And 
she  turned  away  again. 

"Yes,  I  know  you  think  me  your  infe- 
rioi',"  Garda  answered;  "and  I  acknow- 
ledge that  I  am  your  inferior;  I  am  no- 
thing when  compared  with  \o\\ ;  I  never 
was.  But  I  don't  care  what  j^ou  say  to 
me,  I  only  want  you  to  be  happier."  She 
waited  an  instant,  then  came  up  behind 
Margaret,  whose  back  was  toward  her,  and, 
with  a  touch  that  was  full  of  humility, 
took  hold  of  a  little  fold  of  her  skirt. 
"Listen  a  moment,"  slie  said,  holding  it 
closely,  as  if  that  would  make  Margaret 
listen  more;  "I  don't  believe  Mr.  Harold 
-svould  oppose  the  suit  at  all.  He  couldn't 
succeed,  of  course,  no  matter  what  he 
should  do,  for  it's  all  against  him;  but  I 
don't  believe  he  would  even  try.  He  isn't 
that  sort  of  a  man,  at  least,  malicious  and 
cruel.  If  he  could  be  made  comfortable 
here,  as  he  is  now  ?  It's  very  far  away — 
Gracias-a-Dios;  that  is,  people  think  so,  I 
find.  They  thought  so  in  New  York.  So 
he  could  stay  on  here  as  quietly  as  he 
pleased,  and  it  would  make  no  difference 
to  anybody.  But  yon,  meanwhile,  you 
would  be  free.  He  could  have  everything 
he  liked ;  as  he  will  never  be  able  to  walk 
or  drive,  he  wouldn't  care  for  any  change. 
Why,  /  would  undertake  to  stay  for  a 
while  at  first,  stay  and  amuse  him,  play 
checkers  and  all  that.  It's  a  pity  Mrs. 
Rutherford  dislikes  me  so,"  Garda  con- 
cluded, in  a  tone  of  regret. 

"Perhaps you  would  undertake  to  mar- 
ry him,  by  way  of  a  change?"  said  Mar- 
garet, leaving  her  again,  with  another 
sharp  movement  that  pulled  the  dress 
from  the  touch  of  the  humble  little  hand. 
"  There  are  some  things,  Margaret,  that 
even  you  must  not  say  to  me,"  Garda  an- 
swered, smiling  bravely  and  brightly, 
though  the  tears  were  just  behind. 

And  then  Margaret's  cruel  coldness 
broke;  she  came  to  her,  took  her  hands, 
and  held  them  across  her  hot  eyes.  ' '  For- 
give me,  Garda;  I  don't  know  what  I  am 
saying.     You  don't  mean  it,  but  you  keep 
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turning  the  knife  in  the  wound.  I  shall 
never  do  any  of  the  things  you  talk  of;  I 
shall  go  on  staying  on  here.  I  must  bear 
my  life — the  life  I  made  for  myself  with 
my  eyes  open.  No  one  made  it  for  me;  I 
made  it  for  myself,  and  I  must  bear  it  as 
well  as  I  can.  I  have  said  cruel  things, 
but  it  was  because — "  She  dropped  the 
girl's  hands.  "I  have  always  thought 
you  so — so  beautiful.  And  if  you  care 
for  him  as  much  as  you  now  tell  me  you 
do,  what  more  natural  than  that  he — " 
But  she  could  not  finish;  her  face  con- 
tracted with  a  violent  quiver,  and  then 
seemed  to  take  on  suddenly  the  tints  and 
contours  of  age. 

"I  am  not  worthy  to  tie  your  shoe!" 
cried  Garda,  in  her  soft  voice,  which  even 
in  liigh  excitement  could  not  rise  above 
its  lovely  tones. 

But  Margaret  had  controlled  herself 
again,  the  spectre  face  had  vanished. 
"When  you  tell  me  that  he  has  changed 
so  much,  that  he  is  growing  harsh,  hard, 
that  is  the  worst  for  me,"  she  said ;  "  I  can 
bear  everything  about  myself,  everything 
here;  but  I  cannot  bear  that."  She 
paused.  "Men  are  all  alike,"  she  began 
again.  Then  she  put  that  aside  too— her 
last  bitterness.  "Garda,"  she  resumed, 
"  I  shall  go  on  living  here,  as  I  have  said ; 
and  it  is  for  always.  I  am,  I  intend  to 
be,  as  far  removed  from  his  life  as  though 
I  were  a  prisoner,  as  though  I  were  dead. 
Perhaps,  too,  I  shall  change, myself.  Who 
knows  ?  It  is  my  daily  hope  and  prayer. 
In  the  mean  time,  if  you  will  marry  him? 
You  are  so  sweet  he  cannot  help  but  love 
you;  you  needn't  be  afraid.  You  must 
never  come  here — I  tell  you  that  in  the 
beginning.  And  he  must  never  come. 
But"  —  she  moved  swiftly  forward  and 
took  the  girl  in  her  arms  with  a  passion- 
ate tenderness—"  but  your  little  children, 
Garda,  if  you  should  have  any,  if  they 
could  come,  it  would  be  good  for  me, 
and  my  life  would  not  seem  so  starved 
and  desolate;  I  should  be  a  better  woman 
than  I  am  now."  She  put  her  face  down 
upon  Garda's  for  a  moment.  Garda  could 
feel  how  very  cold  it  was. 

Then  she  released  her ;  she  began  mov- 
ing about  the  room,  setting  the  chairs  in 
their  places;  she  extinguished  some  of  the 
candles;  she  was  quite  calm. 

Garda  stood  where  she  had  been  left; 
her  face  was  hidden. 

Margaret  crossed  to  one  of  the  windows 
and   threw  open    the   shutters;   the   cool 


night  air  rushed  in,  laden  with  the  per- 
fume of  flowers;  the  lire  had  died  down. 
Then  she  came  back  to  Garda.  "I  will 
go  with  you  to  your  room,"  she  said;  "it 
is  very,  very  late."  She  put  her  arm 
round  her  to  lead  her  away.  Garda  sub- 
mitted, though  still  with  her  face  hidden; 
they  went  together  down  the  hall. 

There  was  a  light  in  Garda's  room. 
Margaret  kissed  her  before  leaving  her. 
"Good-night,"  she  said. 

"lam  ashamed,"  Garda  murmured. 

"Ashamed?" 

"Ashamed  of  being  glad.^^ 

Margaret  went  swiftly  away ;  she  almost 
seemed  to  flee.  Garda,  standing  on  her 
lighted  threshold,  heard  her  door  close. 

Then  she  heard  the  sound  of  the  bolt 
within  as  it  was  shot  forward. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

"Did  you  ever  hear  of  anything  so  ab- 
surd?" said  Aunt  Katrina.  "How  she 
will  look  at  seal — those  prunello  gaiters 
of  hers  on  deck  when  the  wind  blows." 

"Jolly  old  soul,"  commented  Lanse. 
He  was  playing  solitaire,  and  had  paused 
reflectively  with  a  card  in  his  hand  while 
he  gazed  at  the  spread-out  piles  before 
him.  ' '  Jolly  old  soul ! — I  am  glad  she  is 
going  to  see  something  at  last  before  she 
dies." 

"What  expressions  you  do  use,  Lanse  I 
— one  would  think  she  was  ninety.  As 
for  seeing,  she'll  see  nothing  but  Garda 
Thorne,  wherever  she  is,  and  have  her 
hands  full  at  that." 

"Her  eyes,  you  mean,"  said  Lanse, 
slippi^ig  his  card  deftly  upon  a  pile  which 
contained  already  its  legal  three,  and  fit- 
ting the  edges  accurately  as  he  did  so  to 
those  of  the  card  beneath,  in  order  to  cheat 
himself  with  the  greater  skill. 

Aunt  Katrina's  comments  were  based 
upon  some  recent  tidings.  Betty  had 
journeyed  down  to  East  Angels  that  after- 
noon in  the  black  boat  of  Uncle  Cato  to 
convey  to  her  dearest  Kate  a  wonderful 
piece  of  news:  Garda  had  suddenly  de- 
cided to  go  abroad  for  the  winter — to  Ita- 
ly, and  she  had  written  from  New  York, 
Avhere  she  was  staying  with  her  Lish-er 
and  Trude,  to  beg  Betty  to  come  north 
immediately  and  go  with  her,  "like  the 
dear  kind  old  aunt"  that  she  was.  Betty's 
mind,  driven  into  confusion  by  this  sud- 
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den  proposal,  was  a  strang-e  mixture  of  the 
sincerest  regrets  at  leaving  her  dear  Kate, 
of  the  sincerest  gratification  at  this  proof  of 
Garda's  attacliment,  and  the  sincerest  (and 
most  dreadful)  apprehension  concerning 
the  ocean  passage. 

Garda's  second  visit  at  East  Angels — a 
short  one — had  terminated  only  six  weeks 
before;  at  that  time  she  had  no  intention 
of  going  to  Italy.  This,  then,  was  some 
sudden  new  resolution;  and  Lanse  had 
amused  himself  imagining  causes  for  it. 
He  imagined  them  on  such  a  scale  of 
splendor,  however,  that  Aunt  Katrina  de- 
clared at  last  that  she  could  listen  to  no 
more  of  them;  they  were  too  ridiculously 
silly. 

She  brought  herself  to  listen,  however, 
four  months  later,  when  Betty  returned 
home  and  came  down  to  East  Angels,with 
the  lion  carpet-bag,  to  tell  "everything'' 
to  her  dearest  friend. 

Poor  Betty  had  been  so  homesick  in 
foreign  lands  that  Garda  had  not  had  the 
heart  to  detain  her  longer.  "And  she 
said  that  she  had  hoped  I  would  stay  with 
her  a  long  time,  perhaps  always,"'  nar- 
rated Betty.  "And  of  course  I  enjoyed 
Ijeing  in  New  York  ever  so  much,  of 
course;  and  Rome  too— Rome  was  so  in- 
teresting. But  then  you  know,  as  I  told 
the  dear  child,  Rome  is  7iot  my  home,  nor 
can  I  make  it  so,  of  course,  at  my  age." 

"It's  not  a  matter  of  age;  it's  experi- 
ence," said  Kate. 

"Very  likely  you're  right,  Kate;  but 
then  you  know,  I've  had  so  little  experi- 
ence ;  since  I  came  from  Georgia  with  Mr. 
Carew,  ever  so  many  years  ago,  I've  never 
put  my  foot  outside  of  Florida  until  now, 
and  I  suppose  I've  grown  like  those  Swiss 
exiles  we  read  about,  who  can't  hear  that 
call  for  cows,  you  know,  that  yoddeling, 
without  getting  so  homesick,  though  to 
everybody  else  it's  a  dreadfully  yelling 
sound ;  though  I  ought  to  saj",  too,  that  as 
we've  next  to  no  cows  in  Florida,  the 
comparison  isn't  a  very  good  one;  but 
then  there  were  next  to  no  cows  in  Rome 
either,  for  that  matter,  though  it  was  there 
that  a  cow  brought  up  little  Castor  and 
Pollux,  the  twins,  you  know,  who  found- 
ed and  built  the  city— no,  no,  I'm  mistak- 
en, that  was  Romulus  and  Remus;  Castor 
and  Pollux  tamed  the  horses  on  the  Qui- 
rinal ;  but  in  either  case  it  shows  that  the 
milk  must  have  been  good,  you  know." 

"Are  we  talking  of  milk,  Elizabeth?" 
asked  Kate,  in  despair. 


"Of  course  not,"  answered  Elizabeth, 
good-naturedly;  "how  could  you  tliink 
so  i  I  know  you  never  cared  for  milk  in 
the  least,  Kate,  and  I  shouldn't  be  likely, 
therefore,  to  bring  it  up.  And  right  there 
in  the  Forum  I'd  see  my  own  flower  gar- 
den and  the  old  rose-bushes.  And  in  the 
Coliseum  I'd  see  our  little  church  here, 
and  even  think  I  heard  the  bells." 

"Absurd !"  said  Kate. 

"  I  reckon  it  was  absurd,"  Betty  agreed, 
though  wiping  her  eyes  furtively  at  the 
same  time.  "And  at  the  Vatican,  there 
among  the  statues,  Kate — do  you  know,  I 
was  always  seeing  likenesses  to  you." 

"Oh,  well — f/iaf,"  i-esponded  Kate,  as 
if  there  might  be  grounds  for  associations 
of  that  nature.  "And  Garda  Thorne,  by 
this  time,  I  suppose,  is  living  there  quite 
alone  ?''  she  went  on,  comfortably. 

' '  Oh  no ;  she  has  a  companion,  Madame 
So — Soranzer." 

"Soranzo,''  said  Lanse;  "I  know  her 
— an  American;  Miss  Morris.  He  ran 
through  all  her  money." 

"Yes,  that  is  the  one;  the  Bogarduses 
arranged  it  by  letter;  they  know  her  ver}^ 
well.'' 

"She's  a  cousin  of  theirs,  and  a  very 
nice  woman ;  about  fifty-five.  Nothing 
could  be  more  respectable,''  Lanse  went 
on,  glancing  with  an  amused  eye  at  Aunt 
Katrina's  unwilling  face.  "You  were 
there  some  time,  Mrs.  Carew;  I  suppose 
3'ou  saw  some  men  ?" 

"The  population  seemed  to  me  to  con- 
sist principally  of  men,"  Betty  answered, 
naively;  "the  streets  were  alwavs  crowd- 
ed." 

"Tliat's  because  the  Italian  women 
don't  knock  about.  But  some  of  these 
men  came  to  see  you,  I  suppose  ?" 

' '  Oh,  you  mean  gentlemen  ?  Yes,  while 
I  was  there  four  came  ;  it's  true,  they 
came  pretty  often.  There  was  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck." 

"Yes,  Jim  Ten  Eyck;  he's  alwaj's  in 
Rome." 

' '  Then  there  was  Mr.  Wayman,  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament." 

"He  doesn't  count." 

"Why,  do  you  know  him  ?"  said  Betty, 
surprised. 

"No;  but  Mrs.  Spenser  won't  care  for 
him — Mrs.  Spenser  won't  care  for  members 
of  Parliament." 

This  seemed  to  Betty  a  monstrous  asser- 
tion. But  she  went  on :  "Then  there  was 
a  foreigner — Count  Zensky." 


EAST  ANGELS. 


965 


"  Zelenski — is  he  on  liand  ? 
do." 


Well,  hell 


"A  Pole,  of  course."  (From  Aunt  Ka- 
trina.) 

"My  dear  aunt,  a  cosmopolite.  Zelen- 
ski  is  a  rich  man,  a  very  handsome  man, 
and  a  good  fellow  as  well.  He  got  his  ed- 
ucation at  Oxford." 

"How  much  did  he  get  ?"  demanded  the 
lady,  driven  to  unwonted  efforts  by  her 
nephew's  contrariness. 

"And  the  fourth,  Mrs.  Care w?"  Lanse 
went  on,  pursuing  his  investigations. 

"Oh— only  Ernesto." 

"Is  he  there?"  said  Lanse,  with  a  de- 
lighted laugh;  "has  he  followed  her  all 
that  distance  ?     Bravo  for  Ernesto !" 

"I  don't  see  where  he  got  the  money  to 
go,"  remarked  Aunt  Katrina,  with  one  of 
her  well-bred  sniffs. 

Betty  flushed  at  this.  "Mr.  De  Torrez 
has  property,  Kate,"  she  said,  witli  dignity. 
Then  her  usual  humble  sincerity  came 
back  to  her.  "I  don't  reckon  it's  much," 
she  went  on.  "I've  no  idea  where  he 
staid,  nor  anything  about  it;  but  I'm  sure, 
whenever  he  came  to  see  us,  he  always 
looked  like  a  dignified  gentleman." 

"Naturally,"  said  Lanse.  "Because 
that  is  what  he  is.  Well,  I  give  him  my 
vote." 

"  Poor  benighted  young  man  !"  murmur- 
ed Aunt  Katrina,  with  a  pity  that  was 
genuine. 

At  the  time  when  this  conversation  was 
beginning,  word  was  brought  to  Margaret 
as  she  sat  at  her  writing-table  (in  Garda's 
"industrial  school")  that  Mr.  Winthrop 
was  in  the  drawing-room,  and  wished  to 
see  her.     Celestine  was  the  messenger. 

"  If  he  has  come  to  stay,  you  and  Lootli 
must  put  the  east  room  in  order,"  said  the 
mistress  of  the  house. 

"I  don't  think  he  has  come  to  stay, 
Miss  Margaret;  he's  brought  no  bag.  I 
guess  he's  just  ridden  down  fromGracias." 

"Very  well.     Go  and  tell  the  others." 

"Yes'm,"said  Oelestine,  disappearing. 

When  Margaret  entered  the  drawing- 
room,  twenty  minutes  later,  Winthrop  w^as 
there  alone.  Celestine  had  told  nobody. 
How  Minerva  Poindexter  arranged  this 
with  her  conscience,  only  herself  knew. 

"No  one  here?"  said  Margaret,  in  sur- 
prise.     "  Where  are  the  others  ?" 

"I  didn't  come  to  see  the  others,"  Evert 
Winthrop  answered. 

Though  a  year  and  a  half  had  passed 
since  their  last  meeting,  no  greeting  pass- 

VOL.  LXXri.— No.  432.-66 


ed  between  them  beyond  this;  they  did 
not  even  shake  hands.  She  had  seen  im- 
mediately upon  entering  that  he  would 
not  go  through  any  of  the  forms  this  time. 
This  made  her  only  the  more  anxious  to 
keep  to  them  strictly  herself. 

"  I  hope  you  have  come  to  stay  with  us 
awhile,"  she  said. 

He  i)aid  no  attention  to  this.  "Shall 
we  go  out— to  the  garden,  or  somewhere  ? 
I  wish  to  see  you  alone." 

"  We  couldn't  well  be  more  alone  than 
this,  could  we?"  she  answered,  looking 
about  the  room. 

"But  they  may  interrupt  us.  If  they 
do,  I  shall  ask  you  very  soon  to  come  out, 
and  you  must  come."  He  crossed  the 
room  and  closed  the  door.  ' '  You  got  my 
letter  ?" 

"I  was  answering  it  when  you  came." 

"I  didn't  want  a  written  answer.  It 
came  over  me,  after  I  had  sent  mine,  that 
I  knew  just  what  you  would  write  in  re- 
ply— the  very  words.  Not  that  you  have 
written  so  often;  in  two  years  and  a  half 
I  think  three  notes  of  six  lines  each  would 
about  sum  it  up.  But  I  know  every  writ- 
ten phrase  of  yours  just  the  same;  so  I 
have  come  to  get  an  answer  in  person — a 
more  sensible  and  reasonable  one." 

She  did  not  say,  "There  will  be  nothing 
more  reasonable."  It  was  wdiat  was  in 
her  thoughts,  but  it  seemed  best  not  to 
express  her  thoughts  now. 

"How  changed  you  are!"  he  said; 
"even  in  eighteen  months  so  much 
changed." 

"No  one  here  sees  a  change."  She 
faced  his  gaze  proudly. 

"The  same  old  look!  Of  course  they 
don't;  so  long  as  you  keep  everything  go- 
ing smoothly  and  everybody  comfortable, 
they  don't  want  to  see  any;  it  would  spoil 
their  ease,  and  they  like  their  ease." 

He  was  still  gazing  at  her.  "Arrange 
your  life  as  you  like,"  he  went  on,  abrupt- 
ly, "but  at  least  come  away  from  here. 
You  can  do  that.      I  shall  insist  upon  it." 

The  fear  of  him  that  she  had  felt  from 
the  time  of  entering  was  increasing.  He 
had  never  looked  quite  as  he  did  at  this 
moment;  his  voice  had  never  had  quite 
these  tones  before.  The  long  months  that 
had  stretched  into  years  had  made  no  dif- 
ference, then  ;  everything  was  to  be  as 
hard,  perhaps  harder  than  ever. 

Her  fear  caused  her  to  answer  with 
something  like  appeal.  "But  I  do  not 
wash  to  go  away.     I  like  it  much  better 
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liero  than  I  should  like  living:  in  New 
York.  It  is  quiet;  I  am  of  some  use;  I 
am  far  away;  I  am" — here  she  made  a 
ofreat  effort  to  impress  him  by  repeating 
the  truth  which  she  had  made  a  trutli  for 
lierself  by  her  determined  will — "I  am 
really  contented  here,''  she  said. 

"Since  when  have  you  learned  to  speak 
so  falsely  V  was  his  only  answer. 

"I  do  not  call  the  others,  because  I 
think  you  have  something  to  say  to  me,'' 
she  went  on,  after  a  moment's  silence. 

"You're  right;  I  have  something.  You 
see,  and  correctly  see,  that  I  am  not  to  be 
put  otf  this  time,  as  I  was  when  I  came 
before— put  otf  witli  a  little  preaching,  a 
few  doled-out  compliments  and  exhorta- 
tions. And  you  are  afi-aid  to  call  the  oth- 
ers. You  don't  want  me  to  si)eak  out  be- 
fore them,  and  you  are  afraid  I  should. 
It  would  certainly  make  havoc  with  the 
pretty  glass  walls  you  have  built  up  round 
your  sham  life  here,  your  charming  do- 
mestic life,  your  hapi)y  home  circle." 

"I  don't  think  you  have  any  right  to 
take  that  tone." 

"Yes,  I  have:  the  right  of  our  love." 

"That  Avas  long  ago;  let  it  stay  there. 
We  are  not  growing  any  younger;  at  least 
I  am  not.      Men  are  different,  I  suppose." 

Winthrop  laughed.  "Very  well  done, 
Margaret.  But  not  well  enough.  You 
are  trying  to  pretend  that  you  have  out- 
lived it,  and  that  I  have.  But  our  two 
faces  contradict  that ;  yours  is  wasted  and 
drawn,  and  look  at  me;  have  I  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  man  who  is  even  moderate- 
ly CO  1.  ten  ted  ?'' 

She  had  not  trusted  herself  to  look  at 
him  much;  she  remembered  too  vividly 
Garda's  description  — ' '  changed,"  ' '  bit- 
ter," "old."  But  involuntarily  now  she 
did  look  at  him.  And  she  saw  all  that 
Garda  had  described;  and  more. 

"What  is  it  you  wish  me  to  do  ?"  she 
asked,  hurriedly. 

"Come  away  from  here." 

"But  where?'' 

"Anywhere  you  like.  Where  I  could 
see  you  sometimes." 

"No,  no." 

"Very  well,  then;  anywhere  you  like. 
And  I  won't  see  you." 

"  It  Avouldn't  do  me  any  good."  These 
words  burst  from  her  almost  unconscious- 
ly. She  turned  and  sank  into  the  nearest 
chair. 

He  came  and  seated  himself  near  her  in 
silence. 


"You  saw  Garda  before  she  went 
abroad  .''"'  she  asked,  beginning  again. 

"Yes." 

"She  wished  to  see  you,  I  know." 

"How  you  say  that — how  timidly! 
Garda,  at  least,  is  not  troubled  by  ti- 
midity." 

"Perhaps  you  will  go  abroad  again 
yourself  after  a  while." 

"Not  to  see  ^Iis.  Lucian  Spenser. 
Would  vou  like  me  to  go  '."  he  added. 

"Yes." 

"I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.  It's 
a  plan,  is  it  ?  You  wouldn't  have  spoken 
of  her  otherwise.  I  see;  I  am  growing 
older,  I'm  lonely,  I'm  sad,  ])erha])s  I'm 
bad;  a  "honie,"  therefore,  is  tlie  thing  I 
need— you  women  think  so  much  of  a 
home.  And  so  you've  i)lanned  this.  It's 
very  ingenious,  but  unfortunately  I  don't 
fall  in  with  it.  Don't  waste  any  more 
time  talking  of  Garda,"  he  said,  sharply. 

Margaret  had  put  her  hand  over  her 
eyes  for  a  nu^ment. 

"  It  isn't  possible  that  you  have  thought 
I  could  care  for  her,  Margaret — such  a 
woman  as  that.  Why,  you're  trembling" 
(he  rose  and  pulled  down  her  shielding 
hand) ;  "  you're  relieved !  You  have  real- 
ly, then,  been  afraid  of  it,  Margaret!" 

She  retreated  from  him. 

"It  makes  me  hate  myself,"  he  went 
on,  a  mist  showing  itself  in  his  eyes — "to 
see  your  unselfishness.  You  have  thought 
of  this  because  you  believe  that  it  would 
be  better  for  me,  that  I  should  be  happier. 
And  if  you  had  succeeded,  if  it  could  real- 
ly have  come  about,  how  you  would  have 
lived  up  to  it;  to  the  very  last  hour  of 
your  life,  you  Avouldn't  have  swerved." 

"  It  would  not  have  been  ditficult,"  she 
answered,  with  coldness. 

He  looked  at  her;  he  seemed  to  be  study- 
ing her.  "Garda,  on  her  side,  is  perfect- 
ly capable  of  having  a  real  affection  for 
me  for  a  while — real  while  it  lasts— and 
she  would  take  a  double  delight  in  it  if  it 
was  going  to  be  also  a  comfort  to  you  in 
any  way,  because  she  is  so  fond  of  you; 
she  hasn't  any  especial  mission  on  her 
hands  just  now,  so  that  would  have  done 
very  w^ell.  You  are  certainly  a  wonder- 
ful pair! — how  far  did  your  plan  extend? 
You  w^ould  have  pampered  me  up  be- 
tween you  (she  temporarily) ;  you  would 
have  arranged  Avhat  was  '  best'  for  me 
and  my  life,  like  two  Sunday-school 
teachers  over  a  case  of  reform.  Once 
and  for  all,  Margaret,  let  us  put  Edgarda 
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Thorne  aside;  she  has  nothing"  whatever 
to  do  with  the  matters  that  lie  between 
you  and  me ;  slie  is  no  more  to  me  than  an 
old  ^love." 

"I  might  lie  to  you,"  he  went  on;  "I 
might  say  that  if  you  persist  in  your  pre- 
sent course — keeping  me  entirely  off,  sep- 
arating your  life  utterly  from  mine — I 
should  go  to  the  bad.  But  it  wouldn't 
be  true;  I  shall  not  go  to  the  bad  in  the 
least ;  unless  becoming  hard  and  disagree- 
able is  that;  I'm  not  a  boy.  Later,  if  you 
still  go  on  in  this  way,  I  shall  become 
callous  and  selfish,  probably — self-indul- 
g-ent.  I  shall  never  be  vicious  or  low- 
lived, I  hope ;  but  I  am  not  a  woman ;  I 
ca-n't  live  on  air — as  you  will  do.  Don't 
see  me  at  fifty  or  fifty-five — I'll  give  you 
that  advice.  For  you  will  always  remain 
the  same;  with  the  exception  of  growing* 
paler  and  thinner,  you'll  be  the  same  till 
you  die;  and  I  really  think  it  would  be 
a  greater  blow  to  you  than  even  what 
we're  bearing*  now  to  find  me  like  that — 
selfish  and  cold,  fond  of  my  own  ease, 
slow  to  disturb  myself  for  anybody,  might- 
ily taken  up  with  my  dinner.  But  you 
don't  believe  in  the  least  what  I'm  say- 
ing to  you;  I  can't  bring  it  before  you. 
I  love  you—  love  you  at  this  moment  with 
every  fibre  of  my  being."  He  sat  down 
and  folded  his  arms  doggedly.  "But  I 
shall  not  stay  sentimental;  no  man  does 
after  a  certain  age,  though  women  always 
expect  it;  as  you  expect  it  now." 

"What  do  you  intend  to  do?"  he  con- 
tinued, as  she  did  not  answer  any  of 
this. 

"Just  what  I  have  been  doing." 

' '  You  have  no  mercy,  then  ?"  He  look- 
ed at  her  with  angry  gloom. 

"If  I  can  bear  it,  Evert,  surely  you 
can." 

"No,  that  doesn't  follow.  Women  are 
better  than  men ;  in  some  things  they  are 
stronger.  But  that's  because  they  are  sus- 
tained— the  ones  of  your  nature,  at  least — 
by  their  terrible  love  of  self-sacrifice.  I 
absolutely  believe  there  are  women  who 
like  to  be  tortured." 

"Yes — sometimes  we  like  it,"  answered 
the  woman  he  spoke  to,  a  beautiful,  mys- 
terious, exalted  expression  showing  itself 
m  her  eyes. 

He  sprang  from  his  chair.  But  the  look 
of  his  face  as  he  came  toward  her  brought 
her  back  to  the  present;  moving  hurried- 
ly, she  had  put  her  hand  upon  the  cord  of 
the  bell. 


"  No,  not  that  !     That  humiliates  me— 
don't,  don't.      See,  it  is  not  necessary;  I 
shall   be   perfectly  quiet  and  reasonable 
now.     Here  are  two  chairs;  come  and  sit 
down.     Now  listen.     I  will  do  all  that  is 
proper  here— see  the  people,  and  make  a 
little  visit;  then  I  will  go  back  to  New 
York.      After  that,  in  due  time,  you  must 
tell  them  that  you  are  tired  of  Florida, 
that  you  need  a  change:  you  certainly  do 
need  a  change,  as  a  plain  matter  of  fact ; 
and  I  see  no  reason,  in  any  case,  for  your 
spending  your  entire  life  here.     Of  course 
it  will  be  an  up-hill  undertaking  to  get 
Aunt   Katrina  started  ;   she  will  believe 
that  she  cannot  travel,  that  it  would  kill 
her  on  the  spot.    But  it  won't  kill  her ;  she 
is  stronger  than  she  thinks.    As  for  Lanse, 
he  can  make  the  journey  up  as  well  as  he 
made  it  down  ;  he's  certainly  no  worse. 
Both  of  them,  if  you  are  firm,  will  end  by 
doing  as  you  wish,  because  you  are  indis- 
pensable to  their  comfort.     The  thing  is 
that  you  must  hold  firm  ;   and  there  is 
where   I  have  very  little  confidence  in 
you,  where  I  must  try  to  nerve  you  up 
and  make  you  bolder;   you  are  far  too 
gentle  always.     Once  established  in  New 
York,  or  near  there,  I  could  see  you  now 
and  then  —  I  mean  see  you  all.     Lanse 
would  ask  nothing  better  than  to  have 
me  about  again  ;    Lanse   knows  what   I 
think  of  him,  but  he  doesn't  care  in  the 
least;  all  he  cares  is  to  get  some  talk  out 
of  me,  some  entertainment;  my  opinion 
he's  perfectly  indifferent  to.     I  speak  in 
all  honor,  Margaret ;  I'm  not  a  vile  hypo- 
crite, whatever  else  I  may  be.    I  am  grow- 
ing older — see,  I  will  take  your  view  of 
that;   you  are  growing  older  too;   why 
shouldn't  we,  then,  see  each  other  in  this 
way  at  intervals  ?     Where  would  be  the 
harm  ?     It  would  brighten  our  lives  a  lit- 
tle.    And  as  for  the  'home'  you  wished 
me  to  have,  its  good  influences  and  all 
that,  I  could  find  them  there." 

"I  shall  never  see  you  again,"  Marga- 
ret answered,  strangeh .  She  had  not 
seated  herself  in  the  chair  he  had  placed 
for  her;  she  stood  with  her  hand  resting 
upon  its  back. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?" 

' '  All  you  have  said  I  believe ;  I  believe 
you  would  keep  to  it,  carry  it  out.  But 
with  me  it  would  be  different — it  would 
be  too  much  pain.  I  would  rather  not 
see  you  at  all.  I  love  you  too  much,'-  she 
added.  A  burning  blush  covered  her  face 
and  throat.     Then  it  faded  suddenlv  to  so 
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dead  a  white  that  liis  old  fear  rushed  back 
upon  liiiii. 

He  liad  almost  forfrotten  this  fear  in  the 
lonj?  lai)se  of  time.  But  now  it  had  come, 
it  had  gras])ed  him  aQ^ain.  and  he  said  to 
himself  with  the  old  horrible  conviction, 
"Slie  has  no  strength;  she  will  die!''  He 
lifted  her  and  laid  her  down  upon  the 
sofa,  made  sick,  as  he  did  so,  by  the  light- 
ness of  her  weight.  Anything  but  that 
—that  she  should  go  from  earth  forever; 
he  would  bear  anything,  go  away  and 
never  come  back,  if  she  would  only  live 
—live. 

As  he  bent  over  her,  speechless  with 
dread,  she  looked  up  and  saw  his  terror; 
she  smiled,  and  there  was  something  like 
a  mother's  love  in  her  e3'es  for  a  moment 
as  she  said,  reassuringly:  "I  am  not 
dying.  It  was  only  that  I  was  faint.  I 
am  often  faint— it  amounts  to  nothing;  I 
am  much  stronger  than  I  appear;  I  shall 
live,  I  am  sure  of  it,  many  years.  And 
now-  you  must  go.  You  must  not  re- 
turn.'*' 

"Margaret,  it  is  too  much." 
"It  is  the  only  way;   surely  1  have 
shown  you,  told  you— in  all  its  shame— 
my  Aveakness." 

"Weakness!"     He  knelt  down  beside 
her,  bowing  his  head  upon  her  hand. 
"Go,"  she  repeated,  softly. 
"And  is  this  to  be  all  ?"     He  lifted  his 
face;  it  looked  haggard. 

' '  I  think  so."     She  tried  to  rise. 
"No,  no;  don't!,    /will  go." 
Bud  she   did   rise.     With  a  step  that 
swayed  with  her  exhaustion,  waving  him 
off  with  her  hand  as  she  went,  she  reached 
the  door.     Here  she  turned. 

"We  cannot  know,"  she  said ;  "it's  all 
a  mystery.  At  least,  we  have  tried.  I 
care  the  most  for  how  tjou  will  feel, 
though  I  shall  suffer  more.  I  can  only 
appeal  to  you,  appeal  to  you,  for  the  fu- 
ture, not  to  try  to  see  me;  I  beg  you  not 
to  try  ever  again.  For  I  shall  never 
change,  and  never  yield,  and  it  would 
only  be  a  deeper  pain  to  bear." 

She  turned  the  latch.  "It's  all  dark 
now.  But  perhaps  in  some  other  world. 
Evert,  the  years  that  we  give  up  to  duty 
liei-e  —  perhaps  they  will  be  w^aiting  for 
us."  She  went  out. 
They  never  met  again. 

EPILOGUE. 

It  was  ten  years  later,  at  East  Angels. 
Penelope  and  Middleton  had  come  downi 


for  an  afternoon  visit.      Betty  was  already 
there :  Betty  was  generally  there. 

Dr.  Kirby  had  just  gone ;  he  had  brought 
to  them  the  surprising  tidings  that  Garda 
had  suddenly  turned  her  charming  back 
upon  her  otlier  admirers — many  in  num- 
ber, and  some  of  them  so  admirable— and 
was  about  to  bestow  her  hand  upon  Er- 
nesto de  Torrez. 

The  Doctor  having  gone,  "I'll  believe 
it  when  I  see  it,"  said  Kate, 

"Oil,  but,  dear  Kate,  how  can  you  see 
it  ?  Y^ou  cannot  go  'way  to  Paris,"  said 
Betty. 

Aunt  Katrina  now  had  a  permanent 
resemblance  to  a  Roman  matron,  one  who 
was  bearing  on  her  noble  features  the  as- 
saults of  an  cast  wind.  In  spite  of  this 
rigidity  of  outline,  however,  she  remained 
handsome. 

Betty,  meanwhile,  had  been  growing  in- 
definite as  to  outlines.  But  her  delight- 
ful goodness  remained  as  strongly  ap- 
parent, 

"He  has  no  money,"  Kate  went  on. 
'^Garcia  never  cared  for  money,''  said 
Penelope  and   Middleton  and   Bett}',  all 
together. 

That  same  evening  Margaret  was  sit- 
ting beside  a  table  in  the  drawing-room ; 
on  the  table  wns  a  shaded  lamp,  and  in 
its  soft  light  she  was  embroidering  some- 
thing in  bright  silks. 

Lanse  had  had  his  sofa  drawn  up  to 
the  open  door  which  led  to  the  little  high- 
hung  balcony ;  lie  w^as  smoking,  and  look- 
ing out  upon  tlie  moonlight.  He  too 
spoke  of  the  rumors  about  Garda. 

"I  wonder  why  Evert  didn't  try  for 
her  ?"  he  said. 

His  W'ife  made  no  reply. 
"Never  married  all  this  time.  Yet 
he  was  the  very  fellow  for  it ;  steady, 
you  know  ;  a  little  stupid.  It's  outra- 
geous the  w^ay  he  treats  us — never  com- 
ing here." 

Lanse  had  grown  stouter ;  he  w^as 
more  crippled  than  formerly ;  but  his 
face  remained  handsome,  and,  save  for 
his  crippled  state,  he  looked  strong  and 
well. 

After  a  while  he  turned  from  the  moon- 
light, and  sat  idly  watching  his  wife  over 
her  work.     "Do  you  know  you've  grown 
very  silent,  Madge  ?" 
"Yes,  I  know  it." 

"Weil — you're  a  good  ^voman,"  said 
Lanse. 

THE  END. 
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HE  remarkable  event  in  "the  town" during 
tlie  winter  has  l)cen  the  great  detlirone- 
ment.  Abdication  is  too  gentle  and  concilia- 
tory a  word.  Abdication  suggests  gradation, 
a  kind  of  letting  one's  self  down  gently. 
Charles  the  Fifth  alxlicated  and  then  retired 
to  the  convent,  and  by  way  of  atoning  for  the 
emptiness  of  human  grandeur,  filled  himself 
daily  with  mighty  dinners.  Napoleon  abdi- 
cated, thinking  that  he  could  outwit  fate  and 
the  Bourbon  restoration  by  making  way  for 
his  son.  Louis  Philippe  abdicated  to  save  the 
line  of  Orleans.  The  two  French  monarchs 
did  not  like  to  own  that  they  were  dethroned, 
and  they  tried  to  assume  an  air  of  voluntary 
acquiescence  in  the  result  which  they  had 
tried  in  vain  to  resist.  They  smiled  pleasant- 
ly while  the  fox  was  gnawing  their  breast 
under  the  cloak. 

But  the  monarch  of  whom  we  were  speak- 
ing went  through  no  ceremony  of  abdication. 
After  an  absolute  and  disdainful  reign  of  half 
a  century,  Italian  opera  in  New  York  was 
summarily  dethroned  and  put  out-of-doors. 
Despite  tlie  long  and  delightful  tradition,  de- 
spite the  fond  fancy  that  the  Italian  is  alone 
and  exclusively  the  opera,  and  that  only  Ital- 
ians know  how  to  sing,  the  opera  that  began 
with  Malibran,  and  wdncli  has  charmed  gen- 
erations, ended,  and  the  German  and  Amer- 
ican opera,  vigorous  and  triumj^hant,  sits  su- 
preme upon  the  double  throne  of  the  two 
houses,  surrounded  by  loyal  taste,  w^ealth,  and 
fashion.  It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
events,  probably  the  most  remarkable  event, 
in  the  musical  annals  of  the  city.  During  the 
Italian  reign  there  was  often  a  German  insur- 
rection maintaining  itself  for  some  time,  and 
there  have  been  English  invasions  scoring  oc- 
casional victories.  But  after  a  feeble  piping 
in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  there  has  been 
no  further  note  of  the  old  line;  the  Bourbon, 
the  Stuart,  the  Hapsburg  dynasty  has  vanish- 
ed, and  all  things  are  become  new. 

But  the  lovely  princesses  of  the  old  royal 
house — Amina,  Elvira,  Lucia — are  they  gone 
forever?  Is  so  splendid  a  legend  as  that  of 
Pasta  and  Grisi,  of  Mario  and  Rubini,  of  Tam- 
burini  and  Lablache,  so  easily  extinguished  ? 
Is  the  decorous  and  intent  interest  with  which 
the  Orpheus  and  Eurydice  was  heard  at  the 
Academy  during  the  winter  to  supersede  the 
wild  and  eager  enthusiasm  which  drew  the 
house  to  its  feet,  and  held  it,  lingering  and 
loath  to  go,  when  the  curtain  fell,  and  once, 
twice,  twenty  times,  rose  again  to  reveal  the 
dha  bowing,  smiling,  happy,  to  her  worshi|)- 
pers? 

Do  you  remember,  Posthume,  the  matinee 
when,  after  prolonged  raptures  of  farewell,  and 
endless  shoutings  of  the  house  and  kissings  of 
the  hand  from  la  'prima  donna  assoluta^  and 
mountain  piles  of  flowers,  the  radiant  Cynthia 
of  the  minute  withdrew  to  her  dressing-room, 


while  the  idolaters  could  not  and  would  not 
retire,  and  still  stood,  cheering  and  shouting, 
until  at  last,  once  more,  forth  from  the  side  of 
the  drop,  in  her  hat  and  street  dress,  Amina 
smiled  again,  more  enchanting  than  ever,  and 
passing  across  tlie  stage,  and  pausing  ut  the 
other  end,  a  pressure  of  hands  upon  the  heart 
and  a  kiss  blown  into  the  *air  smote  every 
youth  with  a  sense  of  personal  recognition", 
and  marked  a  moment  never  to  be  forgotten  ? 

But  hai)pily  all  this  ecstasy  is  possible  also 
in  the  new  day.  If  German  opera  and  French 
opera  may  be  sung  at  the  American  opera,  not 
less  may  the  Italian.  If  Orplteua  and  Euryd- 
ice, and  the  Magic  Flute,  and  Lakme,  and  the 
Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  and  Lohengrin,  are 
not  excluded,  why  should  not  Lucia  and  her 
tuneful  sisters  also  take  their  turn?  And 
whatever  may  be  admitted  or  barred,  there 
will  be  always  the  chance  of  that  bewitching 
or  commanding  personality  among  the  singers 
which  is  not  i)eculiar  to  the  Italian  Ijlood  nor 
to  the  Italian  melody,  which  was  Jenny  Lind's 
as  it  was  Grisi's  and  Catalani's.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  as  Mrs.  Thurber  said  in  her  interesting 
address  to  the  stockholders  at  the  close  of  the 
season,  that  "the  star  system"  has  been  dis- 
carded. But  the  constellation  is  yet  possible, 
and  although  the  meteors  may  be  forced  to 
find  other  orbits,  what  can  stay  the  mild  ra- 
diance or  the  transcendent  lustre  of  the  fixed 
star  when  it  shall  appear? 

It  was  most  interesting  to  observe  the  ra]:»t 
silence  of  the  audience  during  the  first  act  of 
the  Orplieus  and  Eurydice.  That  silence  was 
the  sign  of  the  deepest  attention  and  deligiit. 
The  giggle  of  the  Gulch  and  the  insolent  gab- 
ble of  vulgarity  in  the  boxes  were  ha2)pily 
wanting.  But  such  silence  was  none  the  less 
unusual  and  striking.  It  would,  indeed,  have 
prefigured  the  failure  of  an  ordinary  opera. 
Yet  had  it  been  another  work  more  imme- 
diately pleasing  to  the  ear,  like  the  rippling 
melodies  of  Bellini,  and  had  there  been  a  frS' 
cinaticg  personality  in  a  singer,  that  quality 
which  talent  and  training  and  excellence  do 
not  always  or  necessarily  command,  there 
would  have  been  the  tumult  of  delight  which 
every  old  opera-goer  recalls  as  marking  cer- 
tain great  occasions.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt,  therefore,  that  the  traditions  of  enthu- 
siasm at  particular  performances  will  be  con- 
tinued, and  that  the  American  opera  will  add 
to  them,  not  diminish  tliem. 

This  is  all  the  surer  because  the  admirable 
completeness  and  symmetry  of  the  representa- 
tions of  the  American  opera  have  made  the 
impromptu  orchestra,  the  hap-hazard  chorus, 
the  inadequate  support,  and  the  squalid  stage 
setting  for  a  single  famous  singer  intolerable 
hereafter.  jMr.  Manager  Mapleson  complained 
bitterly  that  Patti,  at  five  thousand  dollars  a 
night,  did  not  satisfy  New-Yorkers.  But  what 
do'cs  Mr.  Manager  say  to  the  flict  that  singers 
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Mitljoiit  a  name,  aiul  Avitli  reasonable  salaries, 
tilled  tlie  liouse  and  cliarmcd  it?  Obviously 
Patti  alone  is  not  enough.  When  Henry  Ir- 
ving was  coining  to  this  country,  a  famous  olj- 
server  and  author  said  to  the  Easy  Chair  that 
Irving's  reputation  was  inexplicable,  for  he 
had  no  qualification  for  an  actor  whatever. 
"Well,  if  Mr.  Irving  had  come  to  us  and  had 
appeared  under  the  funiliar  and  utterly  care- 
less conditions,  had  he  played  as  the  elder 
Booth  used  to  play,  in  a  mere  suggestion  of  a 
theatre,  and  amid  vague  hints  of  scenery  and 
setting,  would  he  have  returned  probably  an- 
other year  and  have  made  a  second  triumph- 
ant and  profitable  tour  ? 

Wiien  the  divas  come  hereafter,  that  is  to 
say,  the  diras  who  are  not  nurtured  in  the 
American  nursery  of  music,  they  must  conform 
to  our  conditions.  They  must  sing  under  the 
circumstances  to  which  we  are  accustomed,  or 
they  will  miss  the  homage  to  which  they  arc 
accustomed.  The  American  oi)era,  as  it  is 
now  organized  and  incorporated,  with  its  con- 
servatory of  instruction  and  its  proved  success, 
is  another  warble  of  American  inilei)endence. 
Ever  since  our  declaration  of  political  inde- 
l)endcnce  we  have  been  asserting  it  in  other 
forms  and  relations,  until  this  last  and  most 
melodious  protest,  which  is  the  latest  proof 
that  Jonathan  has  come  of  age. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  ago  Co- 
lumbia College,  in  New  York,  then  cnlled 
King's  College,  oj^ened  its  doors  for  students. 
It  was  the  year  in  wjiich  Dr.  Franklin  ])ro- 
posed  his  plan  of  colonial  union  in  the  Albany 
Congress,  and  in  the  same  year  the  French 
built  Fort  Duquesne,  and  before  the  Freshmen 
at  King's  were  ripened  into  Seniors,  Braddock 
was  defeated  and  Washington  had  made  his 
famous  march  to  the  fort.  The  modest  little 
town  of  New  York  in  which  the  new  college 
was  planted  contained  about  ten  thousand  in- 
habitants, and  King's  College  was  the  sixth  in 
order  of  foundation,  following  Harvard,  Will- 
iam and  IVIary,  Yale,  Princeton,  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  The  young  college 
Avas  not  a  very  i)rolific  ahna  mater  in  the  ear- 
lier years.  During  the  twenty  years  from  its 
organization  until  the  Revolution  it  graduated 
but  about  one  hundred  students.  But  it  was 
an  illustrious  progeny.  Among  those  pupils 
were  Alexander  Hamilton  and  John  Jay  and 
Robert  Livingston  and  Gouverneur  INIorris  and 
Egbert  Benson  and  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  and 
Henry  Rutgers,  and  sons  of  all  the  conspicu- 
ous New  York  families. 

Now  nollesse  oblige.  Is  it  surprising  that 
the  descendant  of  a  noble  house  is  proud  of 
his  ancestry,  that  the  youth  of  to-day  who  can 
trace  his  lineage  straight  back  to  historic 
heroes  and  patriots  and  poets  and  philoso- 
phers and  statesmen  feels  himself  to  be  not 
only  the  heir  of  their  renown,  but  born  to  the 
duty  of  maintaining  its  lustre  untarnished,  if 
nothing  more?  •  So  feels  the  worthy  alumnus 
of  a  collcere.     There  is  a  blue  blood  of  aca- 


demic association  as  of  family  descent,  and  as 
the  son  of  a  long  line  of  famous  or  noble  sires 
feels  the  admonishing  consciousness  of  a  great 
responsibility  for  others  as  well  as  for  himself, 
so  tiie  college  graduate  owns  the  duty  of  his 
great  association,  and  Avouhl  live  worthily  of 
the  select  society  to  which  he  belongs. 

If  the  little  New  York  of  1754  and  the  little 
King's  College  couUl  look  in  upon  the  vast 
and  stately  and  j)ros|K'rous  city  that  we  know, 
would  they  be  surprised  to  see,  evening  aftei- 
evening  in  the  winter,  the  successive  triumph- 
al feasts  of  the  various  colleges.  Jura  answer- 
ing to  the  joyous  Alps  that  (rail  to  lu'r  aloud  ? 
Not  at  all.  Those  reverend  half-dozen  first 
graduates  of  King's,  recalling  their  college 
feeling,  would  gaze  benignantly  upon  the 
scene,  glowing  with  the  ehxpient  speech,  join- 
ing in  the  pealing  chorus  of  the  song,  serenely 
conscious  that  nothing  could  be  more  natural 
and  inevitable  than  the  demonstrative  and 
festive  pride  of  college  boys  in  their  college. 

Those  elders,  indeed,  with  all  their  sympa- 
thy could  not  understand  it  completely.  They 
would  see  through  a  glass  somewhat  darkly, 
but  they  would  see.  For  those  brave  Fresh- 
men of  1754  and  graduates  of  1758  had  no  col- 
lege tradition.  They  founded  tlu;  house,  in- 
deetl,  but  the  pictures  that  hang  in  fancy  upon 
its  later  walls,  the  voices  that  till  with  the  airy 
music  of  imagination  its  later  and  statelier 
lialls,  tiie  glorious  romance  of  association,  all 
this  was  wanting  to  those  young  academic  an- 
cestors. For  them  there  was  no  backward 
vista  offender  radiance,  no  constellated  mem- 
orie.'-.  beyond  their  own  experience. 

When  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  was 
formed,  a  club  designed  to  cherish  Revolution- 
ary associations  and  traditions,  tr.e  sensitive 
scent  of  patriotism  was  sure  that  it  detected 
the  fatal  aroma  of  aristocracy,  and  raised  an 
alarm.  Hereditary  honors,  class  ])rivileges, 
endangered  popular  rights,  these  were  the 
chimeras  dire  that  hovered  over  the  Yerplanck 
cottage  ui)on  the  Hudson  where  the  meeting 
for  organization  was  held.  But  wli.at  a  nuxl- 
est  and  harmless  conspiracy  it  hns  proved  to 
be  !  The  society  was  always  small.  Its  worst 
fuhninations  were  aj)])eals  to  patriotism.  Its 
most  tiagrant  oti'ence  has  been  an  annual  din- 
ner. What  a  tempest  in  a  teapot  was  this  hos- 
tile excitement  against  that  simple  good-fel- 
lowship -of Revolutionary othcers !  Meanwhile 
the  vast  and  powerful  organization  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Repul)lic,  which  followed 
the  later  war,  and  which  is  an  immense  polit- 
ical force  whose  countenance  both  great  par- 
ties sedulously  solicit,  and  to  propitiate  whose 
favor  national  laws  are  ])assed  and  State  laws 
modified,  is  to  the  Cincinnati  as  the  King  of 
Brobdingnag  to  the  Prince  of  Lilliput,  but  it 
arouses  no  suspicion  of  peril  to  the  common- 
wealth. 

The  college  fraternity  is  a  Cincinnati  of  ed- 
ucated men,  and  it  is  often  regarded  with  the 
same  kind  of  feeling  which  assailed  the  old  as- 
sociation of  Revolutionary  comrades.      Like 
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that,  it  lias  a  great  tradition.  Like  tliat,  it  is 
full  of  proud  and  tender  memories.  Like  that, 
it  feels  the  tie  of  union  to  be  an  inspiration, 
a  "svise  restraint,  a  consolation.  Like  that,  it 
meets  to  relresli  its  recollections,  and  by  that 
meeting  to  enrich  and  ennoble  life.  The  sing- 
ing roisterers  in  the  smoky  hall,  Avhose  bright 
banter  and  gay  chaff  are  the  charm  of  the  col- 
lege dinners,  carry  from  the  table  the  blessing 
that  they  do  not  always  ask.  They  renew  their 
consciousness  of  the  higher  ideals  that  brood 
over  the  mercenary  strife,  the  contest  of  money- 
making,  and  mean  motives,  and  low^  ambitions. 
Yes,  the  tradition  of  college  is  good-fellowship, 
but  good-fellowship  in  an  intellectual  air  and 
amid  scholarly  associations.  To  cherish  it  is 
to  remember  not  only  that  you  are  a  member 
of  that  fraternity,  that  you  Avear  its  blue  or 
red  ribbon,  its  collar  or  cross,  its  star  or  garter, 
but  that  it  lays  an  obligation  upon  you,  an  ob- 
ligation of  honor  not  to  be  shaken  off. 

The  college  clubs  which  liave  sprung  up  so 
suddenly  and  naturally  in  this  city — which  is 
metropolitan  at  least  in  the  sense  of  collect- 
ing citizens  from  the  whole  country — and  the 
pleasant  dinners  with  which  they  celebrate 
themselves,  continue  the  good  work  of  the 
college,  not  by  extending  a  knowledge  of 
Greek  and  mathematics,  in  which  every  col- 
lege man  is  ex  officio  already  proficient,  but  by 
strengthening  loyalty  to  manly  aims  and  stim- 
ulating generous  sympathies. 

Even  the  sensitive  patriots  who  call  Heaven 
to  witness  that  college  education  is  no  better 
than  it  should  be,  that  college  alumni  are  to 
1)e  suspected  like  the  Cincinnati,  and  that  re- 
form in  the  civil  service  is  only  a  deep  and 
dark  conspiracy  to  fill  all  the  offices  with  col- 
lege men,  and  more  appalling  still,  to  keep 
them  there  ! — even  these  patriots,  whom  other 
patriots  in  the  press  encourage,  and,  as  it  were, 
"'St  boy!"  to  the  onset  upon  that  awdul  plot, 
may  be  comforted.  Thank  Heaven,  our  lib- 
erties are  still  safe  despite  those  artful  Cincin- 
nati, and  the  civil  service  is  still  free  from  all 
but  a  very  small  proportion  of  college  men. 
The  official  statistics  assure  the  patriots  who 
dread  education  that  they  may  sleep  on  in 
complete  confidence  that  the  college  will  not 
be  2)ermitted  totally  to  overthrow  our  happy 
Constitution.  No,  tyrants  and  colleges,  avaunt ! 
Americans  never,  never  will  be  slaves  ! 


In  a  sketch  of  John  B.  Gough,  who  died  as 
lie  had  lived  upon  the  platform,  and  wdio  w\as 
to  the  last  one  of  the  most  popular  of  j^ublic 
speakers,  and,  after  Father  Mathew,  the  most 
famous  apostle  of  temperance,  it  was  stated 
that  although  a  very  generous  man,  he  declined 
to  lecture  for  the  benefit  of  enter23rises  and 
societies  of  all  kinds,  which  constantly  applied 
to  him.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  nobody  regrets 
his  refusal  or  thinks  him  to  have  been  less 
generous  because  of  the  refusal.  There  is  no 
more  common  or  more  unpardonable  form  of 
mendicancy  than  that  which  asks  this  kind 
of  alms.     Mr.  Gough  received  a  very  large 


income  from  his  public  lectures,  and  of  this 
money  he  was  not  avaricious.  On  the  con- 
trary, lie  gave  liberally,  and  often,  doubtless, 
to  the  very  objects  for  the  benefit  of  whicli  he 
was  vainly  asked  to  lecture.  A  man  i)ractises 
liis  profession  or  pursues  his  business  for  his 
livelihood  and  the  support  of  his  family,  and 
he  determines  for  himself  the  amount  and  the 
direction  of  his  gifts  and  charities. 

Tliat  is  what  the  charitable  society  forgets 
which  asks  a  singer  to  sing,  or  an  actor  to  act, 
or  a  painter  to  paint  a  picture,  or  a  lecturer  U) 
give  a  lecture,  for  its  jjcnefit,  upon  the  score 
of  charity.  One  of  the  Inird-working  guild 
of  lectui'crs  some  years  ago  replied  to  a  solici- 
tation of  this  kind  by  asking  tiie  ciiairman  of 
the  committee  what  business  he  pursued.  '*  I 
am  a  dealer  in  jewelry,"  was  the  reply.  ''  Well, 
Mr.  Chairman,"  said  the  lectureiVl  am  very 
much  interested  in  a  little  society  like  yours 
in  my  own  town;  now  let  us  ha  fair:  I  will 
give  you  the  profits  of  my  business  for  one 
evening  for  your  society,  if  you  will  give  me 
those  of  your  business  for  one  day  for  the 
benefit  of  my  society." 

The  good  chairman  stared  and  smiled.    The 
lecturer  continued :  ''  Have  you  applied  to  our 
friend  Mr.  Sheepskin,  the  attorney?"     ''No; 
what  for?"  asked  the  chairman.     "Why,  t(» 
aid  3^our  society  by  contributing  a  day's  fees  ?" 
The  chairman   smiled,  and  looked   puzzled. 
"What  I  mean,"  said  the  lecturer,  "is  simi)ly 
that  there  is  no  more  reason  why  you  should 
ask  me  to  give  you  the  entire  profit  of  my 
business  for  a  certain  time  than  to  ask  any- 
body else  to  do  the  same  thing.     The  fact 
that  I  am  a  lecturer  is- not  a  reason  that  you 
should  make  the  application  to  me  rather  than 
to  a  lawyer,  or  a  merchant,  or  an  artist.     Do 
you   ask    jMr.  Booth   to   bestow   his   receipts 
for  next  Saturday  upon  your  society  because 
your  society  is  poor  and  wants  money  to  buy 
carpets  and  cushions  ?     Do  you  ask  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Herald  or  Times  to  drop  into 
your  treasury  all  the  money  that  they  may  re- 
ceive for  advertisements  and  sales  on  the  first 
day  of  June  ?     Do  you  ask  Mr.  Choate  to  hand 
you  over  his  professional  income,  as  nearly  as 
he  can  compute  it,  for  Monday,  the  22d  ?     To 
ask  me  for  money  is  one  thing;  but  to  ask  for 
a  blank  check  with  my  signature  is  quite  an- 
other."    The  lecturer  smiled  as  beniguantly 
as  the  chairman,  but  did  not  look  in  the  least 
degree  puzzled.     "  Oh !"  said  the   chairman. 
"Precisely,"  returned  the  lecturer. 

There  is  sometimes  a  queer  lapse  of  good 
faith  in  one  of  the  parties  to  the  business  to 
which  'My.  Gough  devoted  his  life.  A  mem- 
ber of  a  lyceum  committee,  in  his  private  ca- 
pacity of  merchant,  negotiates  with  another 
merchant  for  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  a  case  of 
shoes,  or  a  cargo  of  flour.  But  he  finds  that 
he  has  miscalculated  the  market,  or  there  is 
some  mishap,  and  he  loses  by  the  bargain. 
Does  he  thereupon  repair  to  the  other  mer- 
chant, and  say  to  him  that  he  hasn't  made  as 
much  as  he  expected  by  the  venture;  that,  in 
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fact,  lie  lias  lost  money,  and  in  view  of  tliat 
sad  mischance  the  merchant  will  perhaps 
a^jree  to  take  half  of  the  price  agreed  upon  ? 
No;  the  worthy  member  of  the  lecture  com- 
mittee has  never  been  guilty  of  such  an  act  as 
that.  If  he  cannot  take  the  chances  of  trade, 
he  is  not  fit  to  be  a  trader. 

O  wise  young  jad«,a'  I  And  what  was  it  that 
you  were  saying  just  now,  not  to  the  flour  mer- 
chant, or  the  cloth  merchant,  or  the  shoe  deal- 
er, but  to  the  lecture  merchant  ?  Were  you 
or  were  you  not  saying  to  him  that  you  were 
very  sorry  that  the  audience  had  been  so  small 
and  the  expenses  so  large,  and  the  treasury 
was  so  low  that  perhaps — ])erhaps — in  view 
of  everything — so  haril  to  sustain  a  course  of 
really  good  lectures — that — that,  in  fine,  the 
merchant  would  periiai)s  take  oft'  half  the 
])ricc  stipulated,  because  you,  O  wise  young 
judge  I  have  not  made  as  much  money  out  of 
him  as  you  hoped  to  make  ? 

To  decline  to  do  this.  Mr.  Gougli,  like  other 
eminent  masters  of  the  platform,  did  not  hold 
to  be  a  mercenary  view  of  his  calling.  If  it 
was  not  mercenary  for  the  baker  to  ask  six- 
])ence  for  his  loaf  or  the  milkman  a  fair  price 
for  his  milk,  neither  was  it  mercenary  for  the 
lecturer  to  ask  an  equally  fair  price  for  his 
commodity  and  his  labor  and  his  time.     It  is, 


indeed,  oi)en  to  any  man  to  give  bread  and 
milk  to  his  neighbors  witliout  price.  But  he 
cannot  support  his  family  by  that  course.  All 
the  merchants  in  town,  if  they  choose,  may 
give  away  all  their  goods.  But  they  cannot 
be  reproached  with  venality  if  they  prefer  to 
sell  instead  of  to  give.  Mr.  Gcnigh,  so  far  as 
he  turned  his  powers  and  gifts  to  making 
money,  was  a  merchant,  and  was  amenable 
only  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  honorable  busi- 
ness, and  those  who  asked  him  to  renounce 
half  his  fee,  or  who  requested  the  gift  of  all  the 
profits  of  a  future  transaction,  were  unquestion- 
ably well-meaning,  but  they  were  unmindful 
of  the  laws  and  usages  of  honorable  business. 
3Ir,  Edwin  P.  Whipple,  one  of  the  most  ac- 
com])lished  and  po})ular  pioneers  of  the  mod- 
ern lecture  plattbru),  said  that  he  once  de- 
clined to  sufier  in  the  way  that  we  have  de- 
scribed, and  the  controverted  ten  dollars  was 
at  last  paid.  He  departed  homeward  con- 
gratulating himself  upon  the  triuinphant  vin- 
dication of  a  sound  principle.  But,  said  he, 
with  a  sly  smile  of  appreciation,  that  money 
was  an  apple  of  the  Dead  Sea — it  turned  to 
ashes.  It  was  a  counterfeit  bill.  Doubtless 
it  was  intended  by  the  austere  committee  as 
a  stern  rebuke  of  the  mercenary  disposition  of 
the  lecturer. 


61iitiir'ri  ItiiMj. 


MR.  ROBERT  LOUIS  STEVENSON  in 
his  new  romance,  TJie  Strange  Case  of 
Br.  Jeliijll  and  Mr.  Hyde,  follows  the  lines  ex- 
plored by  ^U.  Edward  Bellamy  in  his  romance 
oi  Mlsi  LudingtoiVs  Sister.  But  the  Patent- 
office  al)ounds  in  simultaneously  invented 
machinery,  and,  at  any  rate,  Mv.  Stephenson 
may  claim  an  improvement  upon  the  appa- 
ratus of  Mr.  Bellamy.  The  American  writer 
supposed  several  selves  in  each  human  being, 
which  died  successively  and  became  capable 
of  meeting  one  another  in  a  different  state  of 
existence.  Mr.  Stevenson  inunensely  simpli- 
fies the  supposition  by  reducing  these  selves 
to  the  number  of  two — a  moral  self  and  an 
unmoral  self.  The  moral  self  in  the  Strange 
Case  was  Dr.  Jekyll,  who,  by  the  use  of  a  cer- 
tain drug,  liberated  ]Mr.  Hyde,  his  unmoral 
self  or  evil  principle,  in  whom  he  went  about 
wreaking  all  his  bad  passions,  without  the 
inconvenience  of  subsequent  remorse;  all  he 
had  to  do  was  to  take  the  infusion  of  that 
potent  salt,  and  become  the  good  Dr.  Jekyll 
again.  The  trouble  in  the  end  was  that  Mr. 
Hyde,  from  being  at  first  smaller  and  feebler 
than  Di-.  Jekyll,  outgrew  him,  and  formed  the 
habit  of  coming  forth  without  the  use  of  the 
salt.  Dr.  Jekyll  was  obliged  to  kill  them  both. 
The  romancer  cannot  often  be  taken  very 
seriously,  we  suppose ;  he  seems  commonly  to 


be  working  out  a  puzzle,  and  at  last  to  have 
produced  an  intellectual  toy  ;  but  ]Mr.  Steven- 
son, who  is  inevitably  a  charming  and  sym- 
pathetic writer,  and  whom  we  first  knew  as 
the  author  of  certain  poems  full  of  deep 
feeling  and  sincerity,  does  something  more 
than  this  in  his  romance;  he  not  oidy  fasci- 
nates, he  impresses  U})on  the  reader  the  fact 
that  if  we  indulge  the  evil  in  us  it  outgrows 
the  good.  The  lesson  is  not  quite  new,  and 
in  enforcing  it  he  comes  dangerously  near  the 
verge  of  allegory ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  hard 
conditions  of  romance  that  its  personages 
starting  with  a  parti  j^ris  can  rarely  be  char- 
acters with  a  living  growth,  but  are  apt  to  be 
types,  limited  to  the  expression  of  one  prin- 
ciple, simple,  elemental,  lacking  the  God-given 
complexity  of  motive  which  we  find  iu  all  the 
human  beings  we  know. 

Hawthorne,  the  great  master  of  the  romance, 
had  the  insight  and  the  power  to  create  it  anew 
as  a  kind  in  fiction  ;  though  we  are  not  sure  that 
The  Scarlet  Letter  and  the  Blithedale  Itomance 
are  not,  strictly  speaking,  novels  rather  than 
romances.  They  do  not  play  with  some  old 
superstition  long  outgrown,  and  they  do  not 
invent  a  new  superstition  to  play  with,  b\it 
deal  with  things  vital  in  every  one's  pulse. 
We  are  not  saying  that  what  may  be  called 
the  fantastic  romance — the  romance  that  de- 
scends from  Franlcenstein  rather  than  The 
Sairlet  Letter  —  ought   not   to   be.      On  the 
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contrary,  wc  should  grieve  to  lose  it,  as  we 
should  grieve  to  lose  the  pantomime  or  the 
comic  opera,  or  many  other  graceful  tilings 
that  amuse  the  passing  hour,  and  help  us 
to  live  agreeably  in  a  world  where  men  act- 
ually sin,  sutler,  and  die.  But  it  belongs  to 
the  decorative  arts,  and  though  it  has  a  high 
])lace  among  them,  it  cannot  be  ranked  with 
the  works  of  the  imagination — the  works  that 
i-epresent  and  body  forth  human  experience. 
Its  ingenuity  can  always  afford  a  refined  plea- 
sure, and  it  can  often,  at  some  risk  to  itself,  con- 
vey a  valuable  truth. 

IL 

We  can  be  glad  of  it  even  in  a  writer  of 
our  time,  but  it  would  be  hard  to  forgive  a 
contemporary  for  a  bit  of  theatricality  like 
that  which  the  new  translation  of  Balzac  of- 
fers us  in  The  Ducliesse  de  Lcnigeais.  It'  is 
worse,  if  anything  could  be  worse,  than  P')re 
Goriot — more  artificial  in  motive,  more  mala- 
rial, more  oblique  in  morals.  In  fact,  the  in- 
version of  the  principles  of  right  and  wrong, 
the  appeal  made  to  the  reader's  sympo.thy  for 
the  man  who  cannot  ruin  the  married  coquette 
he  loves,  is  as  bad  a  thing  as  we  know  in  lit- 
erature. But  it  has  its  value  as  part  of  the 
history  of  Balzac's  evolution,  which  was  cu- 
riously fitful  and  retarded.  It  is  a  survival  of 
romanticism,  and  its  Sworn  Thirteen  Noble- 
men, who  abduct  the  Duchess  at  a  ball  and 
bring  her  back  l)efore  supper,  and  who  are 
pledged  to  defend  and  abet  each  other  in  all 
good  and  ill,  are  the  sort  of  mechanism  not 
now  employed  outside  of  the  dime  fictions. 

It  must  by  no  means  be  supposed,  in  fine, 
that  because  Balzac  was  a  realist,  he  was  al- 
ways a  realist.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was 
sometimes  a  romanticist  as  flamboyant  as  Vic- 
tor Hugo  himself,  without  Victor  Hugo's  gen- 
erous sympathy  and  noble  faith  ;  and  we  ad- 
vise the  reader  that  a  more  depraving  book 
could  hardly  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  young 
than  The  Duchesse  de  Langeais — more  false  to 
life,  more  false  to  art.  It  is  a  pity  that  it  is 
bound  up  in  the  Boston  edition  with  The  Il- 
lustrious Gaudlss&rt,  a  charming  piece  of  hu- 
mor and  nature. 

III. 

It  is  droll  to  find  Balzac,  who  suff"ered  such 
bitter  scorn  and  hate  for  his  realism  while  he 
was  alive,  now  become  a  fetich  in  his  turn,  to 
be  shaken  in  the  faces  of  those  who  will  not 
blindly  worship  him.  But  it  is  no  new  thing 
in  the  history  of  literature :  whatever  is  estab- 
lished is  sacred  with  those  who  do  not  think. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  century,  when  ro- 
mance was  making  the  same  fight  against 
etfete  classicism  which  realism  is  making  to- 
day against  effete  romance,  the  Italian  poet 
Monti  declared  that  "the  romantic  w^as  the 
cold  grave  of  the  Beautiful,"  just  as  the  real- 
istic is  now  supposed  to  be.  The  romance  of 
that  day  and  the  realism  of  this  are  in  certain 
degree  the  same.  Romance  then  sought,  as 
realism  seeks  now,  to  widen  the  bounds  of 
symj)athy,  to  level  every  barrier  against  ass- 


thetic  freedom,  to  escape  from  the  paralysis  of 
tradition.  It  exhausted  itself  in  this  impulse; 
and  it  remained  for  realism  to  assert  that  fidel- 
ity to  experience  and  probability  of  motive  are 
essential  conditions  of  a  great  imaginative  lit- 
erature. It  is  not  a  new  theory,  but  it  has 
never  before  universally  characterized  literary 
endeavor.  _  When  realism  becomes  false  to  it- 
self, when  it  heaps  up  facts  merely,  and  maps 
life  instead  of  picturing  it,  realism  will  perish 
too.  Every  true  realist  instinctively  knows 
this,  and  it  is  perlnips  the  reason  why  he  is 
careful  of  every  fact,  and  feels  himself  bound 
to  express  or  to  indicate  its  meaning  at  the 
risk  of  over-moralizing.  In  life  he  finds  no- 
thing insignificant;  all  tells  for  destiny  and 
character;  nothing  that  God  has  made  is  con- 
temptible, lie  cannot  look  upon  human  life 
and  declare  this  thing  or  that  thing  unworthy 
of  notice,  any  more  than  the  scientist  can  de- 
clare a  fact  of  the  material  world  beneath  the 
dignity  of  his  inquiry.  He  feels  in  every  nerve 
tlie  equality  of  things  and  the  unity  of  men  ; 
his  soul  is  exalted,  not  by  vain  shows  and 
shadows  and  ideals,  but  by  realities,  in  wliich 
alone  the  truth  lives.  lu  criticif^m  it  is  his 
business  to  break  the  images  of  false  gods  and 
misshapen  heroes,  to  take  away  the  poor  silly 
toys  that  many  grown  people  would  still  like 
to  i^lny  with.  He  cannot  keep  terms  with 
Jack  the  Giant-Killer  or  Puss  in  Boots,  under 
any  name  or  in  any  place,  even  wlien  they  re- 
appear as  the  convict  Vautrec,  or  the  Marquis 
de  Montrivaut,  or  the  Sworn  Thirteen  Noble- 
men. He  must  say  to  himself  that  Balzac, 
wlien  he  imagined  these  monsters,  was  not 
Balzac,  he  was  Dumas ;  he  was  not  realistic, 
he  was  romantic. 

IV. 
Such  a  critic  will  not  respect  Balzac's  good 
work  the  less  for  contemning  his  bad  work. 
He  will  easily  account  for  the  bad  work  his- 
torically, and  when  he  has  recognized  it,  will 
trouble  himself  no  farther  with  it.  In  his  view^ 
no  living  man  is  a  type,  but  a  character;  now 
noble,  now  ignoble ;  now  grand,  now  little ; 
comptex,  full  of  vicissitude.  He  will  not  ex- 
pect Balzac  to  be  always  Balzac,  or  Tennyson 
to  be  always  Tennyson;  and  in  his  scheme  of 
criticism  the  laureate's  last  work,  with  its  jDa- 
thetic  echoes  of  his  past  work,  Avill  interest 
liim  hardly  less  than  that. 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  compare  the 
"  Tiresias"  with  the  "Ulysses,"  or  the  "  Balin  and 
Balan"  with  the  "  Morte  d'Arthur" ;  one  need  not 
be  brutal  in  confessing  their  inferiority.  They 
are  perhaps  what  the  Tennysonian  art  must 
come  to;  but  one  must  not  forget  how  lovely 
that  art  was  at  its  best.  Its  sweetness  is  in 
the  nerves  of  every  refined  man  and  woman 
of  his  generation,  and  is  perhaps  all  the  more 
inalienably  tlieirs  if  a  younger  generation  does 
not  feel  its  witchery  so  keenly.  The  race  has 
its  moods,  and  it  cannot  prolong  them  or  recur 
to  them ;  but  it  was  in  a  high  and  hopeful 
rnood  when  Tennj^son  pleased  it  to  its  heart's 
core,  and  no  doubt  something  is  lacking  in  it 
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as  well  as  in  him  if  he  no  longer  pleases  so 
nuich.  AVe  would  rather  conii)are  him  uitii 
anything  that  we  have  the  reasonable  hope  of 
in  the  future,  and  bear  the  consequent  discour- 
agement as  we  may,  than  decry  what  has  been 
so  good,  and  is  so  good.  If  the  latest  verse  of 
this  iUustrious  poet  came  to  us  as  the  earliest 
verse  of  a  poet  quite  unknown,  we  should  wel- 
come it,  not  as  the  promise,  but  as  the  perform- 
ance, of  tine  things.  AVhen  shall  we  have  from 
anotlier  a  lyric  of  such  noble  note  as  "  Free- 
dom" in  this  book  ?  Or  an  elegiac  of  such 
tender  feeling  as  the  '•  Prefatory  Poem  to  my 
Brother's  Souncts"  ?  Or  a  didactic  of  such 
high  wisdom  as  '*  The  Ancient  Sage"  ?  By- 
antl-by,  in  the  general  account  with  Tennyson 
which  time  shall  square,  these  things  will  be 
yalued  aright,  and  they  will  have  their  place, 
not  as  hisbest,  but  among  his  best.  For  the 
present  it  can  be  justly  said  of  the  l)ook  gen- 
erally that  there  is  more  of  Tennyson's  man- 
ner than  of  Tennyson  in  it.  liis  manner, 
which  was  always  so  much,  has  become  more 
and  more  with  him:  and  in  this  he  is  ditferent 
from  Longfellow,  with  whom  manner  i)ecame 
less  and  less,  so  that  his  latest  poems  were  the 
simplest  and  most  direct  expressions  of  his 
poetic  quality,  absolutely  puritied.in  the  case 
of  some  of  his  sonnets,  from  posturing.  But 
Tennyson's  manner  was  always  much  of  his 
charm,  and  here  it  charms  the  old  reader  still, 
and  is  as  full  of  memory,  as  historical,  as  a  per- 
fume. "Whether  it  has  the  same  fascination  for 
a  younger  reader, it  must  remain  for  the  young- 
er reader  to  sav. 

V. 
We,  at  least,  would  not  willingly  leave  out 
some  of  his  most  manncristic  poems,  if  we 
were  to  have  any  share  in  tliat  process  of 
elimination  which  must  finally  await  modern 
literature  of  every  kind.  The  volume  of  this 
has  now  grown  so  enormous,  and  there  is  so 
very  much  of  what  is  so  vciy  good,  that  the 
race  must  in  self-defence  eventually  reject  all 
but  the  best.  We  hope  even  in  our  own  day 
to  see  an  edition  of  those  unwieldy  immortals, 
the  British  Classics,  in  which  they  shall  be  re- 
duced and  exalted  by  the  rejection  of  what  is 
dull  and  what  is  indecent  in  them.  Th.en  one 
mav  read  all  of  them  that  is  worth  reading, 
and  feel  that  he  knows  English  literature,  and 
is  none  the  worse  for  it.  We  have  been  en- 
couraged to  the  expression  of  this  hope,  long 
secretTv  cherished,  by  some  words  of  excellent 
wisdom  which  Professor  Max  Muller  has  late- 
Iv  written  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  for  his  opin- 
ion of  Sir  John  Lubbock's  list  of  the  Best 
Hundred  Books.  ''  If  I  were  to  tell  you,"  he 
says,  '•  what  I  really  think  of  the  best  books. 
I  am  afraid  you  w-ould  call  me  the  greatest 
literarv  heretic  or  an  utter  ignoramus.  I  know 
few  books,  if  any,  which  I  should  call  good 
from  beginning  'to  end.  Take  the  greatest 
poet  of  antiquity,  and  if  I  am  to  speak  the 
truth,  the  whole'  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  I  must  say  there  are  long  passages  even 
in  Homer  which  seem  to  me  exTremely  tedious. 


Take  the  greatest,  or  at  all  events  one  of  the 
greatest,  poets  of  our  century,  and  again  I 
must  confess  that  not  a  few  of  Goethe's  writ- 
ings seem  to  me  not  worth  a  second  reading. 
There  are  gems  in  the  most  famous,  there  are 
gems  in  the  least  known,  of  poets,  but  there  is 
not  a  single  i)oet,  so  far  as  I  know,  who  has 
not  w  ritten  too  much,  and  who  could  claim  a 
place  for  all  his  works  in  what  may  be  culled 
a  lil>rary  of  world  literature." 

Every  now  and  then  in  a  world  of  affecta- 
tions and  pretences  the  truth  comes  out,  and 
we  all  rather  wonder  that  it  has  not  come 
out  l>efore.  It  comes  out  in  tliese  days  some- 
what oftener  than  in  former  times,  because  it 
is  now,  on  the  whole,  less  dangerous  to  speak 
it;  but  Professor  Muller  must  not  expect  an 
unalloyed  gratitude  from  our  generation  even. 
He  must  expect,  on  the  contrary,  to  l)e  asked 
whether  he  thinks  himself  greater  than  II«)mer 
and  Goethe,  and  if  he  has  the  full  advantage 
of  "criticism,"  he  will  learn  that  a  person  of 
his  opinions  cannot  Ik?  a  pei^son  of  his  science. 
He  will  be  challenged  to  write  anything  half  as 
good  as  the  woi-st  of  Homer  and  GiH-the,  and 
he  will  be  taught  that  burglary  and  biasj)hemy 
are  light  offences  compared  with  his,  in  the 
eyes  of  those  who  know  Homer  and  Goetiic 
by  hearsay.  Nevertheless,  what  Ijc  says  of 
poetry,  of  all  literature,  will  remain  true,  and 
the  time  will  come  when  an  ultimate  Sir  John 
Lubbock  will  set  down  for  us  a  list  of  the 
best  hundred  pieces  instead  of  the  l)cst  hun- 
dred books.  An  ultimate  Prince  of  Wales 
will  then  not  be  obliged  to  exclude  the  whole 
of  Tliackeray  on  account  of  the  lectures  on 
The  Four  GeorrjcK,  and  we  shall  be  allowed, 
even  by  the  ultimate  New  York  Angloma- 
niacs,  to  read  jDassagcs  of  the  B(X/k  of  Suuhs. 

VI. 

Apropos  of  the  future  of  poetiy,  there  are 
some  passages  from  a  little  book  published  in 
Florence  on  Berlioz  et  le  Moutement  de  V Art 
Contcmporain,  by  Georges  Noufflard,  which 
we  commend  to  the  notice  of  those  now  en- 
gaged in  prophesying  on  the  siibject.  In  that 
absence  of  a  Meteorologico- literary  Bureau 
which  we  have  already  deplored,  the  ideas  of 
M.  Xoufflard.  who  has  a  numl)er  of  very  good 
ideas  of  his  own,  may  be  useful ;  and  suggest- 
ing as  they  do  a  further  poetical  development, 
through  revei-sion  to  a  primitive  phase,  they 
may  console,  they  may  even  encourage. 

'•I  believe."  he  says, '•  that  the  future  of 
absolute  music  and  poetry  will  have  the  same 
fate  as  sculpture,  and  this  for  reasons  analo- 
gous to  those  I  have  alleged  against  the  last — 
the  means  of  action  at  their  disposal  are  in- 
sufficient. In  effect,  if  sculpture  can  only 
represent  life  by  depriving  it  of  its  colors  and 
placing  it  in  the  void,  music  can  only  paint 
feeling  in  an  abstract  fashion.  .  .  .  Poetry,  that 
is.  the  art  of  working  in  verse,  has  no  other  ex- 
pression of  its  own  ijut  that  which  may  result 
from  the  sonorousness  and  rhythm  which  it 
obtains  by  the  choice  and  the  grouping  of 
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■words.     Xow  these.  M-liatevcr  iiiny  have  liecn 
tlieir  origin,  are  to-day  certainly  nothing  more 
tliau  conventional  signs,  capable  of  auaTyzins". 
but  not  of  directly  representing,  our  sensation^. 
If  poetry  had  no  other  basis  than  its  expres- 
sion, it  is  evident  that  it  would  not  exist:  its 
object  is  to  arrange'  ^v^lrds  in  I'eguhir  and  -yni- 
nietrieal  groups.     Born  \vitli  the  dance  and 
with   music,  it   is.  like  tlu'se.  when  it   stands 
alone,  an  art   essentially  decorative.     It  may 
be  said  that  in  verse  there  is  a  music  marked 
and  perceptible,  and  yet   so   controlled  tliat 
the  meaning  is  not  lost  in  tlie  sound.     But  it 
seems  to  me  that  all  the  effects  of  this  sort 
may  be  achieved  with  greater  force  either  by 
veritable  music  or  by  prose — prose,  for  exani- 
]->le.  like  that  of  the  De  Goncourt  brothers.  .  .  . 
The  decadence  of  poetry  and  music  are  two 
related  facts  arising  from  the  decadence   of 
ornamental  art  itself.     Considered  separately. 
music  and  poetry  have  both  reached  the  limit 
of  their  development :  but  associated  intimate- 
ly enough  to  form  a  single  art.  they  may  in 
the    future    vigorously    make    head    against 
])ro3e.     All   the    objections   that  can  be   ad- 
vanced against  music  and  poetry,  wlien  sepa- 
rated, disappear  when  they  are  united.     Th.e 
siguilicance  of  music  is  not  less  sufficient  when 
words  determine  it,  and  the  direct  expression 
of  sense  is  not  degraded  w  hen,  instead  of  re- 
lying wholly  upon  the  resources  of  the  spoken 
tongue,  it  rests  upon  all  the  means  of  action 
proper  to  music.     Are  my  theories  too  bold  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  need  ou;y  look  around 
us  to  see  that  they  are  confirmed  by  the  facts. 
Sculpture  is  nowhere  alive  to-day  except  in 
Italy  and  France:  and  wliat  has  it  produced 
that  is  truly  original  without  betraying  tend- 
encies that  its  means  of  action  will  not  allow 
it  to  realize  fully  ?     On  the  other  hand,  paint- 
ing is  everywhere  flourishing.  .  .  .  Tlie  comedy 
in  prose  and  the  novel  have  already  taken  the 
place  of  the  tragedy  and  the  epic  poem :  no 
one  any  longer  composes   absolute  melodies 
even  in  Italy,  and  the  need  of  music  to  rest 
upon  words   shows  itself  even   in  the   sym- 
phony. .  .  .  The  modern   spirit  tends  farther 
and  farther  from  tlie  arts  that  can  express  a 
theme   only  by   halves,  to   concentrate  itself 
upon  those  that  can  show  it  in  its  entirety. 
Prose,   painting,   aiid    poetry,    blended    with 
music.  Aviil.  I  am  convinced.  Ije  the  three  prin- 
cipal organs  of  the  tlionght  of  the  twemietli 
century.     Prose  has  the  advantage  over  its  ri- 
vals which  its  universality  gives  ;  it  knows  no 
limits  but  those  of  the  human  spirit.     On  tlie 
other  hand,  it  cannot  represent  directly.     An 
artificial  product  of  the  intelligence,  its  danger 
is  tliat  of  being  more  and  more  engrossed,  by 
science.     Witness,  for  example,  the  scientific 
preoccupations   winch    Zola    has   introduced 
into  the  novel.     It  is  true  tliat  if  science  ever 
comes  to  be  complete,  if  it  ever  goes  to  the 
bottom,  to  the  soul  of  things,  if  the  broken 
fragments  it  now  gives  us  are  ever  assembled, 
it  will  be  poetry,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  Dante. 
To  painting  l^clongs  fully  the  exteriin-  world  ;   . 


it  not  only  shows  us  the  man  living  and  in- 
dividual, but  it  places  liim  in  the  miUeu  where 
he  belongs,  and  where  his  personality  con- 
tinues and  affirms  itself.  And  the  new  art 
resulting  from  the  intimate  union  of  music 
an.l  poetry  will,  thanks  to  its  double  organ 
and  to  the  special  faculties  of  music,  be  able 
to  re[)resent  completely  all  the  phenomena  of 
the  inner  life.*' 

TIL 

One  of  the  serious  disadvantages  of  infalli- 
bility is  that  one  has  no  sooner  laid  down  any 
general  principle  than  some  signal  and  quite 
irreconcihxble  exception  is  pretty  sure  to  arise. 
3Ir.  Fronde's  Oceana,  for  examide,  comes  hard 
upon  the  doctrine  of  this  Study,  pronounced 
only  a  month  or  two  ago,  that  the  English 
view  (^f  any  foreign  civilization  is  sure  to  be 
the  Avrong  view.     If  we  had  not  warned  the 
reader  at  the  start  that  we  were  always  to, be 
understood  as  speaking  humanly,  we  should 
now  have  some  difficuky  in  owning  tliat  this 
great    Englishman's    view    of  our   greatness 
through  the  Union,  and  of  our  individual  con- 
sequence through  our  federal  greatness,  is  so 
gratifying  that  it  must  be  correct.     As  it  is.it 
is  simply  a  pleasure  to  recognize  the  fact.     His 
cursory  chapter  on  the  United  States  comes  at 
the  close  of  the  story  of  his  wanderings  from 
England  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the 
Cape  to  Australia,  from  Australia  to  Xew  Zea- 
land   and  from  Xew  Zealand  to  California ; 
but  it  is  in  some  sort  the  key-note  of  the  whole 
l)ook.  which   affirms   and  reaffirms   that  the 
h(^pe  of  England  and  her  colonies  is  in  a  fed- 
eration as  like  our  own  as  possible.     The  book 
is   agreeable   reading  enough  as   a  book  of 
travels,  but  its  chief  value  is  political.     The 
most  interesting  chai3ters  are  those  recount- 
ing and  condemning  the  fiicts  of  English  pol- 
icy in  South  Africa.     Australasian  affairs  are 
more   rose-colored   to   Mr.  Fronde's   eye:    be 
finds    society  and  politics   even   exuberantly 
loyal:  but  he  too  is  speaking  humanly,  and 
he  recognizes  exceptions  in  which  the  colo- 
nists L^eclare  that  they  are  merely  waiting  their 
own  convenience  to  be  independent,  and  take 
tlie  United  States  rather  than  England  for 
their  exemplar  of  greatness. 

But  if  3Ir.  Froude  is  too  hopeful  in  his  poli- 
tics, tliere  is  no  error  in  his  attitude  toward 
tlie  civilization  of  the  new  countries  he  visits. 
He  perceives,  as  we  think  no  Englishman  has 
before,  the  real  solidarity  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
civilization,  and  the  simultaneity  of  i^s  charac- 
teristics. He  cannot  see  that  men  or  their  in- 
terests are  less  modern  or  advanced  in  3Iel- 
bourne  than  in  London,  and  he  crosses  our 
own  continent  without  finding  us  anywhere 
merely  grotesque  or  sordid,  or  even  unintelli- 
gible.' ''Oceana  may  be  held  to  mark  the  begin- 
nino-  of  a  new  era  in  English  travel  when  its 
author  can  say  of  another  people:  "The  di- 
mensions and  value  of  any  single  man  depend 
on  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  As  an 
individual  his  horizon  is  bounded  by  his  per- 
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soiKil  interests;  lie  remains,  however  hi^li  Iiis 
gifts,  l)Ut  a  mean  creature.  ...  A  man,  on  tlie 
other  lKlntl,^Yho  is  more  tlian  liimself,  who  is 
j)art  of  an  institution,  ^vho  has  devoted  him- 
self to  a  cause — or  is  a  citizen  of  an  imperial 
j)ower — exi)ands  to  the  scope  and  fulness  of 
the  larger  organism;  and  the  grander  the  or- 
ganization, tlie  larger  and  moie  impoitant  the 
unit  that  knows  that  he  belongs  to  it.  His 
thoughts  aie  wider,  his  interests  less  selfish, 
his  ambitions  ampler  and  nobler.  .  .  .  Behind 


each  American  citizen  America  is  stantliiig, 
and  he  knows  it,  and  is  the  man  that  he  is 
because  he  knows  it.  The  Anglo-Americans 
divided  might  have  faieil  no  better  than  the 
S[\anish  colonies.  The  Anglo-Americans 
unitetl  command  the  respectful  fear  of  man- 
kinil,  and,  as  Pericles  saitl  of  the  Athenians, 
each  unit  of  them  acts  as  if  the  fortunes  of 
his  country  depended  only  on  himself  A 
great  nation  makes  great  men,  a  small  nation 
makes  little  men.'" 


3ihiiitjjlij   ilxrnirii  iif  Currriit  (Furiitii 


rOLITKAL. 

OUR  Kccord  is  closed  on  the  15th  of  March. 
— President  Clevelaiid,  March  1,  sent  a 
h)ng  message  to  the  Senate  detiniiighisposition 
on  the  fpiestion  of  tlic  vij^ht  of  that  body  to  de- 
mand papers  from  the  Kxecutive  in  regard  to 
removals  made  by  the  President.  Aiiiong  the 
points  arc:  that  the  Constitution  gives  to  the 
Tresident  the  sole  right  of  removal  or  suspen- 
sion, and  that  he  is  responsible  to  the  people 
alone;  that  those  seetioiis  of  the  tenure  of  of- 
fice act  which  directed  the  Presideut  to  report 
to  the  Senate  his  reasons  for  suspensions  have 
been  repealed;  and  that  the  papers  asked  for 
are  not  oflieial,  but  personal  and  private,  and 
under  the  full  authority  of  the  President  alone. 

The  rresident,  March  2,  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  touching  the  Clynesc  outrages  at 
Rock  Springs.  He  does  not  think  the  United 
States  liable  either  l)y  treaty  or  international 
law  for  the  loss  of  life  and  i)roperty,  but  ree- 
omuiends  the  matter  to  the  "  benevolent  atten- 
tion of  Congress,"  and  suggests  that  it  Avould 
be  a  generous  action  on  our  part  to  indemnify 
the  poor  sufferers. 

The  United  States  Senate,  February  23,  pass- 
ed a  bill  appropriating  $i2r>0,000  for  a  monu- 
ment lo  General  Grant  in  Washington. 

The  House,  February  18,  passed  the  Fitz- 
John  Porter  bill  by  a  vote  of  171  to  113. 

The  Senate,  Mareli  5,  passed  the  Blair  edu- 
cation bill  bv  a  vote  of  36  to  11.  It  appropri- 
ates ^79,000,000. 

Brigadier-General  A.  H.  Terry  has  been  pro- 
moted to  till  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  ;Major-General  Hancock. 

The  United  States  debt  was  reduced  during 
February  $2,702,153  31. 

In  the  British  House  of  Commons,  March 
5,  Mr.  Labouchere's  uiotion  that  a  heredi- 
tary chamber  of  legislation  "is  inconsistent 
Avith  the  principles  of  representative  govern- 
ment" was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  202  to  lOG,  the 
Radicals  and  Parnellites  forming  the  niinori- 
ty._March  9,  in  the  Commons,  Mr.  Dillwyn 
(Liberal)  moved  to  disestablish  the  Church  of 
Wales.  Mr.  Grey  (Liberal)  moved  to  reform 
instead  of  to  disestablish  the  Church  of  Wales. 
Mr.  Grey's  amendment  was  first  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  241  to  229,  and  then,  as  a  substitute  for 


Mr.  Dilhvyn's  motion,  was  rejected  by  a  vote 
of34('>to49. 

A  treaty  of  peace  between  Servia  and  Bul- 
garia was  signed  at  Ibichan'st  March  2. 

In  the  French  Chamber  of  Dejuities,  March 
4,  amid  great  excitement,  a  motion  for  the  im- 
mediate expulsion  of  the  French  princes  from 
I'rance  was  made  and  vigorously  siip}M)rtcd  by 
M.  Cienn'iiceau,and  opjxtsed  by  Prime  Minister 
He  Freycinet.  The  moticm  Avas  rejected  by 
345  to  17(3.  A  vote  of  coididenee  in  the  gov- 
ernment was  adopted  by  353  to  112. 

Tlie  Portuiiuese  ministry  resigned,  and  the 
King  summoned  the  Progressists  to  form  a  new 
cabinet. 

'Jhe  Italian  Senat*',  by  a  vote  of  91  to  0,  has 
adopted  a  bill  to  (Mpialize  the  laml  tax. 

The  marriage  of  the;  Infanta  Kulalia,  young- 
est daughter  of  ex-Queen  Isabella,  with  Prince 
Antonio,  son  of  the  Due  de  Montpensier,  took 
place  in  ^Madrid,  March  G. 

DISASTERS. 

March  10. — Twenty  persons  killed  by  a  col- 
lision on  the  railway  between  Monte  Carlo  and 
Mcntone. 

March  14. — Steam-ship  Oregon,  of  the  Cunard 
Line,  run  into  and  sunk  by  a  schooner  olf  Fire 
Island.     No  lives  lost. 

OBITUARY. 

Fchntar)/ 13. — In  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Ran- 
dolph Caldecott,  artist,  aged  f<  rty  years. 

February  17. — At  Frankford,  Pennsylvania, 
John  B.  Gough,  temperance  lectiirer,  in  his 
sixty-ninth  year. 

February  28. — In  London,  England,  Henry 
Stevens,  American  bibliographer,  aged  forty- 
three  years. 

March8.—lu  Washington,  D.C.,  John  F.Mil- 
ler, United  States  Senator  from  California,  in 
his  fifty-fifth  year. 

March  9.— At  Salem  Centre,  New  York,  ex- 
Senator  Jerome  B.  Chafitee,  of  Colorado,  aged 
sixty-one  years. 

March.  12.— In  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  S.  Oak- 
ley Yanderpoel,  formerly  Health  Ofticer  of  New 
York,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

March  13. — In  New  York  city,  Dr.  Austin 
Flint,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 


<BMnx'B  irniiifr. 


THE  Drjiwer  would  like  to  converse  a  little 
about  the  weatlier.  It  is  a  very  delicate 
topic  to  touch  for  the  readers  of  this  Magazine. 
For  ^vllUe  tlie  liurtford  maiden  in  this  month 
of  May  is  plucking  apple  blossoms,  and  the 
Bostonian  is  luxuriating  in  the  east  wind  and 
the  May  Meetings,  and  the  New-Yorker  is  be- 
ginning to  think  where  he  will  spend  (he  sum- 
mer, the  New  Orleans  citizen  crawls  along  the 
shady  side  of  the  street,  and  seeks  at  evening 
a  gentle  breeze  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Font- 
ciiartrain.  It  is  difficult  for  the  Avriter  of  this 
paragraph  to  feel  these  great  truths,  for  at 
this  moment — it  is  the  20th  of  February — he 
is  looking  upon  a  tall  date-xialm,  and  be^^ond 
the  palm,  tar  off  in  the  blue  sky,  is  the  snowy 
summit  of  Popocatepetl.  The  palm  is  only 
about  forty  feet  high,  and  the  mountain  is  over 
17,000  feet,  but  the  tree  has  the  advantage  to 
the  eye  at  this  distance.  It  stands  by  a  fount- 
ain in  a  garden  of  flowers  and  fantastic  fruits. 
There  are  bananas,  and  two  small  fig-trees,  and 
an  unknown  tree  which  bears  a  white  blossom 
like  a  mallow,  and  the  blossom  is  just  as  liable 
to  grow^  anywhere  out  of  the  trunk  as  on  a 
twig,  and  the  fruit  is  a  long  yellow  pod  ;  there 
is  the  mango,  now  in  blossom  and  set  for  fruit ; 
there  is  the  papaya,  with  a  crown  of  boughs 
like  an  umbrella,  and  a  thick  cluster  of  fruit, 
each  about  as  big  as  a  nutmeg  melon,  growing 
at  the  intersection  of  the  trunk  and  branches; 
there  are  oranges  and  limes,  night-blooming 
jasmines  and  other  odorous  shrubs,  with  fruits, 
besides,  which  are  difficult  to  eat  and  impos- 
sible to  spell.  There  are  harmless  lizards  run- 
nii]g  up  the  trees,  and  there  is  a  paroquet  that 
lias  lost  his  tail,  and  that  whistles  English  and 
talks  Spanish.  The  sun  pours  into  this  gar- 
den, which  is,  in  fact,  the  big  court  of  the  Hotel 
San  Diego,  in  the  queer  little  Indian  village 
of  Cuautlay.  The  hotel  is  of  one  story,  and 
consists  of  a  series  of  unconnected  rooms  open- 
ing on  the  corridor  of  this  court.  On  one  side 
of  the  court  is  the  kitchen,  and  at  this  instant 
the  servants  are  wringing  the  necks  of  chick- 
ens for  the  noon  breakfast.  Everything  is 
peaceful  and  semi-tropical.  Cuautlay  is  only 
about  4000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  the  temper- 
ature is  delightful,  not  varying  at  this  time  of 
the  year  ten  degrees  either  way  from  seventy 
Fahrenheit.  The  plain  in  which  it  stands  is 
abundantly  w-atered,  and  the  vast  irrigated 
cane  fields  are  in  all  stages  of  growth.  To  one 
coming  down  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  Avhere 
an  elevation  of  about  7400  feet  makes  the  air 
too  rare,  the  change  is  very  agreeable,  both  as 
to  the  density  and  the  softness  of  the  air.  If 
you  Avant  to  be  in  fashion  here,  you  will  wear, 
if  you  are  a  man,  a  hat  sixteen  inches  across 
the  brim,  with  a  sugar-loaf  crown  ten  inches 
high,  and  white  linen  pantaloons,  and  shirt 
outside,  and  have  sandals  on  the  feet.  You 
will  eat  and  like  fruits  whose  appearance  is 


suspicious,  and  whose  names  you  cannot  pro- 
nounce, besi<les  such  simple  things  as  the  chi- 
rimoya  and  the  granadilla. 

The  Drawer  refers  to  the  atmosphere  of  this 
place  in  order  to  note  the  partiality  with  which 
good  climates  are  distributed  on  this  continent. 
Life  is  had  on  easy  terms  here,  wliile  in  New 
England  people  are  wearing  themselves  out  to 
earn  money  to  pay  their  doctors'  bills.  It  is 
liard  to  understand  these  things.  On  the  high, 
stony,  barren  plains  of  western  Texas  in  Feb- 
ruary the  sky  is  blue,  the  air  is  like  wine,  and 
if  life  were  worth  living  at  all  on  those  des- 
erts, which  it  is  not,  existence  there  would  be 
delicious.  Yet,  according  to  the  Weather  Bu- 
reau, it  is  in  those  vast  treeless  regions  of  the 
Southwest  that  our  storms  and  bad  weather 
are  bred.  This  may  be  true.  Bnt  if  it  is,  all 
the  bad  weather  is  exported,  and  all  the  good 
is  kept  for  liome  consumption.  The  air  in 
these  elevated  waste  regions  is  pure,  very  fair- 
ly heated  in  winter,  and  abundant.  Why  a 
region  so  sparsely  inhabited  should  liave  a  su- 
perabundance of  this  vital  elenient,  and  the 
Atlantic  coast,  where  it  is  needed,  should  be 
obliged  to  get  on  with  an  inferior,  malarious 
atmosphere,  is  a  mystery.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
remedy  for  it,  but  enterprise  and  science  can 
make  a  suggestion.  Would  it  be  possible  to 
send  the  delicious,  healthful  air  of  the  South- 
Avest  to  the  Northeast  in  pipes!  As  it  goes 
noAV,  in  tempests, 'it  becomes  corrupted,  devi- 
talized, and  unfit  for  use.  It  would,  of  course, 
be  idle  to  attempt  to  take  enough  of  it  over 
to  change  our  climate,  but  it  might,  if  carried 
in  pipes,  be  turned  on  in  houses,  and  give  us 
in-doors  a  constant  snpj)ly  of  pure  and  health- 
giving  air.  In  order  to  get  other  things  that 
make  life  endurable  in  suchai)lace  as  Cuautlay, 
one  must  come  here.  But  no  one  wants  to  go 
to  Avestern  Texas  and  New  Mexico  except  for 
the  air.  And  if  that  could  be  transported  to 
the  Northeast  in  the  Avinter  months,  Ave  should 
prob:.bly  saA^e  the  expense  it  Avould  incur  by 
the  lessening  of  life-insurance  premiums. 


A  Western  correspondent  sends  the  follow- 
ing: 

I  recently  listened  to  a  debate  in  one  of  the 
school  lyceums  of  this  city  upon  the  novel  and 
momentous  question  of"  woman  suffrage." 

The  debater  upon  the '•'anti-woman"  side  was 
doubtless  engaged  in  his  first  effort,  and  this 
fact,  together  Avith  a  slight  impediment  of 
speech  and  a  most  original  series  of  arguments, 
combined  to  produce  one  of  the  funniest  and 
most  unanswerable  speeches  that  I  had  ever 
heard.     Here  it  is,  almost  in  full : 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  first  thing  to 
find  out  is  w-w-Avhat  man  was  m-made  for,  and 
Avhat  AA'-Av-AA^oman  was  made  for.  God  created 
Adam  first,  and  put  him  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 
T-theu  He  made  Eve,  and  p-put  her  there  too. 
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If  He  hadn't  c-c-creatcd  Evo,tljeie  never  would 
liave  Im'cii  all  the  s-s-siii  there  is  now  in  this 
w-worl«l.  If  He  liadn't  made  Eve,  she  never 
would  have  i)-i)-i»ieked  the  apple  and  eaten  it. 
N-n-no,  she  never  would  have  picked  it  and 
j5-j;iven  it  to  Adam  to  eat.  Paul  in  his  epistles 
says  w-w-women  should  k-k-keep  still.  An«l 
besides, 1-ladies  ami  «;«'ntlenien,  women  couldn't 
lill  the  oOices.  I  d-d-defy  any  one  to  p-point 
out  a  woman  in  this  city  or  c-c-county  that 
could  be  sheriff.  Would  a  woman  t-turn  out 
in  the  dead  of  uight  to  track  and  arrest  a 
ui-m-murderer  f  I  say  u-uo!  Ten  to  one  she 
n'Oiihl  ilopc  u-H'-irith  h'tni!'^  And  amid  thnndeis 
of  applause  and  lauj;hter  the  <::allant  defender 
of  man's  rights  trinmphantly  took  his  seat. 


Last  winter,  wliile  visitiuj::  one  of  the  quaint 
little  Creole  villages  of  southern  Louisiana,  I 
chanced  to  learn  many  amusing  stories  con- 
cerning the  negroes  there.  One  really  ])athetic 
incident  occurred  at  the  telegraph  office,  which 
liad  but  recently  been  established.  An  old 
Avoman,  clad  in  the  deepest  black,  called  one 
morning  upon  the  operator.  Her  whole  bear- 
ing was  very  grief-stricken,  and  in  her  hand 
she  carried  a  sli[)  of  paper  around  the  edges 
of  which  was  drawn  a  broad  line  in  lead-pen- 
cil. "  Please,  sah,"  she  said,  in  broken  accents, 
"dis  yer  is  er  tekgra[)h  ter  my  darter  at  Scott 
Station,  er  tellin'  her  dat  her  brodder  Joe  is 
dead;  and,  sah,  will  yer  please  ter  sen'  it  in 
mou'nin'  ?" 

Another  time  an  old  negro  came  in  with  a 
telegram,  and  the  operator,  after  sending  it, 
hung  the  paper  on  the  hook  at  his  side.  Sonie 
time  afterward  he  perceived  that  the  darky 
was  still  standing  in  the  doorway,  and  he  in- 
quired of  him  why  he  was  waiting. 

"  I's  waitin'  fer  yer  ter  sen'  my  telegraph," 
be  answered. 

"But  I  have  sent  it  long  ago,"  was  the  replj'. 

"Oh  no,  boss;  dis  yer  nigger  ain't  no  fool. 
I  sees  dat  paper  a-hangin'  on  de  nail  yit." 

A  gentleman  in  the  same  town,  shortly  after 
having  had  a  gas-machine  put  up  in  his  honse, 
found  that  his  old  colored  gardener  was  still 
burning  a  coal-oil  lamp.  He  reproved  him  for 
it,  and  told  him  that  in  the  future  he  did  not 
wish  anything  but  the  gas  used  on  his  prem- 
ises. One  night,  having  occasion  to  go  to  the 
servants'  department,  Mr.  Hunter  came  upon 
Uncle  Eli  solemnly  playing  on  his  "corgeun" 
by  the  light  of  the  veritable  lamp  which  had 
been  forbidden.  Provoked  at  the  old  man's 
obstinacy,  Mr.  H.  asked  him  if  ho  had  any 
particular  reason  for  disobeying  the  laws  of 
his  household;  to  which  he  replied:  "Marse 
George,  'tain't  no  use  fer  yer  ter  ax  me  ter  use 
them  air  newfangled  things, 'cause  I  jes  ain't 
gwine  ter  do  it.  T'other  night  I  onscrewed 
de  top  ob  de  burner  fer  ter  pull  up  de  wick, 
and  'fo'  mor'in'  I  Avar  most  dead  wid  de  smoke. 
'Tain't  Christian,  Marse  George — 'tain't  Chris- 


ti.m  doings.  I  screwed  dat  top  on  dat  burner, 
and  yer  don't  ketch  dis  here  nigger  fooliu'  wid 
lamps  widout  no  wicks."  Fortunately  it  was 
midsununer,  and  both  window  and  door  were 
left  open,  or  the  old  darky  would  have  been 
a  victim  to  asphyxia. 

A  circus  was  expected  at  the  little  village 

of  O ,  and  the  inhabitants  were  as  wildly 

excited  over  the  event  as  the  inhabitants  of 
small  towns  usually  are.  The  colored  popula- 
tion were  particularly  enthnsiastie,  but  their 
l)reacher,  the  Keverend  Pete. Jelferson,  was  loud 
in  his  exhortations  against  it.  He  went  so  far 
as  to  threaten  to  expel  any  of  his  congregation 
who  dared  spend  their  money  in  so  sinful  a 
way.  Strange  to  relate,  when  the  eventful 
night  arrived,  the  most  cons]i>icuous  i:erson 
there  was  the  violent  j)ars()n. 

"Why, Uncle  Pete,  what  are  you  doing  here?" 
inf|uired  one  of  his  white  friends. 

"Law!  Marse  llenry,  I  hates  it  mightily, 
sah.  lint  I's  de  shei)herd,  and  I's  'bliged  to 
look  arter  my  Hock.  I  got  ujy  eye  on  ebery 
last  one  ob  dose  onchristian,  pop-eyed  niggers, 
an<l  you  see  if  I  don't  nnike 'em  smell  lire  and 
brimstone  on  Sunday." 

There  was  a  grand  baj^tizing  one  Sunday  in 
tin;  Gnlf,  and  Brother  Jeff.  Wilson  i)n>ached  so 
long  and  eloquently  over  Sister  M'ria  (iihson 
that  a  great  wave  came  and  washed  her  away. 
Great  was  every  one's  consternation  when,  on 
recovering  her  body,  it  was  found  to  be  per- 
fectly dead.  Brother  Wilson  was  not  in  the 
least  daunted,  however,  and  finished  his  ora- 
tion with  the  following  words:  "  De  Lord  hab 
gil),  and  d(i  Lord  hab  tucken  away,  bressed  bo 
de  name  ob  de  Lord.  ]Iaud  on  anuder  sister 
here,  afore  dis  yer  water  gits  too  high." 

A  Creole  mulatto,  Tdogdnne  Ageiole  Dela- 
honseyd,  once  called  at  a  lawyer's  ofhce  to 
have  a  certain  i>iece  of  business  transacted, 
and  the  attorney,  unfamiliar  with  the  French 
language,  demanded  of  him  how  he  spelled  his 
name.  "Ah!  la  fait  rien,  M'sien.  Poot  'im 
down  widout  spell,"  was  the  reply. 


ABOUT  A  MERE  SENTIMENT. 

Somewhere  about  1849  or  1850  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  navy  was  commanding  one  of  the  Pa- 
citic  Mail  Steamers,  and  on  one  of  the  trips  a 
First  Lieutenant  in  the  army,  named  Grant,  in 
charge  of  a  detachment  of  troops  for  the  West- 
ern coast,  was  a  passenger  in  the  steamer.  The 
naval  Lieutenant  and  the  army  Lieutenant 
fraternized  innnediately,  and  the  voyage  was 
quite  pleasant  for  each  because  of  the  other's 
company. 

Many  years  passed,  and  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion had  closed.  The  naval  Lieutenant  had 
risen  in  rank,  had  distinguished  himself  in  the 
war,  and  was  a  Commodore.  He  was  standing 
one  dav  in  the  Continental  Hotel  in  Philadel- 
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phia,  -when  a  geutleman  stepped  up,  and  offer- 
ing liis  Land,  said,  "How  do  you  do,  Commo- 
dore T 

Tlie  Commodore  took  tlie  proffered  liaiid, 
"but  said,  "You  Lave  greatly  the  advantage 
of  me;  I  Lave  no  recolleetion  of  yon." 

TLe  gentleman  replied,  "Don't  you  remeni- 
Iber,  Conuiiodore,  wLen  you  were  a  Lieutenant, 

and  commanded  the  Pacilic  Mail  Steamer , 

on  one  trip  you  Lad  a  passenger  by  tLe  name 

uf  Gran 

armyf' 

"  WL}'^,  of  course  I  do.  I  remember  you  well, 
and  we  Lad  a  nice  time  togctLer  on  that  trip. 
I  Lave  never  seen  you  since,  but  Lave  often 
wondered  wLat  Lad  become  of  you.  Arc  you 
in  tlie  army  yet?  WLat  Lave  you  been  doing 
-s\'itL  yourself  all  tLese  years  ?" 

"Tliey  call  me  at  present  General  of  tLe 
Army." 

TLe  Commodore,  in  telling  tlie  story,  said 
fcLat  for  a  moment  Lis  dearest  wisli  was  tliat 
tLe  marble  floor  would  open  and  swallow  Lim. 


A  Colorado  minister  was  in  Denver  a  year 
or  two  ago,  and  Lad  occasion  to  look  up  tLere 
a  certain  man  wLom  Le  wanted  to  see.  He 
Lad  tLe  address  written  on  a  slip  of  paper,  and 
issuing  from  tlie  depot,  Le  Lailed  a  citizen  and 
inquired,  "Can  you  direct  me  to  I  Street,  cor- 
ner of  NintL  ?" 

"I  can  tell  you  wliere  NintL  Street  is,"  was 
tLe  reply,  "  but  I  don't  know  wLere  I  Street  is." 

"All  rigLt,"  said  tlie  minister;  "tell  me 
wliere  NintL  Street  is,  and  tLeu  I'll  find  I 
Street." 

"•  TLis  is  SeventeentL,"  was  tLe  reply.  "  TLe 
numbered  streets  run  parallel  off  in  tLat  direc- 
tion, and  you  only  Lave  to  keep  tLe  run  of 
tliein  as  you  go ;  SixteentL  is  tlie  next,  tLen 
Fifteen  til,  and  so  on." 

So  our  clerical  friend  started  cLeerfully  off 
in  tLe  direction  indicated,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
Lour's  brisk  walking  brouglit  Lim  to  NintL 
Street.     Again  Le  inquired. 

"TLis  is  NintL  Street,"  replied  tlie  party 
interrogated,  "but  I'm  sure  I  don't  know 
wliere  I  Street  is;  in  fact,  I've  never  lieard  of 
any  streets  in  Denver  named  by  tLe  alpLabet." 

Two  or  tLree  more  parties  being  Lailed 
proved  to  be  equally  ignorant  of  tLe  street 
nomenclature.  Just  tlien  an  idea  occurred  to 
tLe  minister.  "Let  me  see  tliat  slip  of  paper 
again,"  Le  said  to  tlie  person  to  wLom  Le  Lad 
last  Landed  it  to  obtain  liglit.  "AL!  yes,  I 
see,"  Le  said,  in  Lasty  and  confused  apology; 
"I  was  mistaken." 

TLe  memorandum  by  wliicL  tlie  wortliy  di- 
vine Lad  been  trying  to  guide  Lis  steps  Lad 
been  made,  Le  now  remembered,  for  quite  a 
different  purpose.  RigLtly  construed,  it  read, 
unabbreviated,  I  CorintLians,  9tL,  3d. 


Some  one  gravely  inquired  if  it  was  to  be  un- 
derstood tliat  Balaam's  ass  spoke  Hebrew. 
TLe  professor  smiled,  and  said  Le  would  like 
to  Lave  tLe  opinions  of  tlie  class  on  tliat  i)oint. 
TLere  was  a  solemn  silence  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  tlien  one  young  man  said  Le  Lad  been 
tliinking  tliat  matter  over  carefully,  and  lie 
saw  no  eartlily  reason  wLy  Balaam's  ass  sLould 
not  Lave  been  a  good  He-brayist.       J.  B.  G. 


A  LONGFELLOW  WAIF. 
In  an  old  Common-scliool  Keader,  pnbjislied 
in  1844,  tLere  is  a  poem  by  Henry  W.  Longfel- 
low wLicL  is  not  to  be  found  in  Lis  complete 
AN^^n-ks.  I  once  referred  to  it  wLile  in  conver- 
sation witli  Lim,  wlien  lie  said,  "OL  yes,  I  be- 
lieve I  did  write  sometliing  of  tlie  kind  in  some 
college  ode."  His  brotlier  Sjimuel,now  writ- 
ing tLe  life  of  tLe  sweet  poet,  informs  me  tLat 
Le  Las  seen  it  in  manuscript,  but  did  not  know 
tLat  it  Lad  ever  been  printed.  SucL  being  tlio 
case,  let  us  take  tliis  almost  forgotten  waif  out 
of  tLe  long,  long  ago,  and  lay  it  carefully  away 
in  tLe  Drawer  of  tLe  present.       E.  H.  Goss. 

TRUTH. 

O  holy  and  eternal  Truth  !    Thou  art  • 

An  emanation  of  the  Eternal  Mind, 
A  frlorious  attribute,  a  noble  part 

Of  uncreated  being;.    Who  can  find, 
By  diligent  searching— who  can  find  out  thee, 
The  Incomprehensible,  the  Deity? 

The  human  mind  is  a  reflection  caught 
From  thee,  a  trembling  shadow  of  thy  ray. 

Thy  glory  beams  around  us,  but  the  thought 
That  heavenward  wings  its  daring  flight  away 

Returns  to  where  its  flight  was  first  begun. 

Blinded  and  dark  beneath  the  noonday  sun. 

The  soul  of  man,  though  sighing  after  thee, 
Hath  never  known  thee,  saving  as  it  knows 

The  stars  of  heaven,  whose  glorious  light  we  see, 
The  sun,  whose  radiance  dazzles  as  it  glows — 

Something  that  is  beyond  us,  and  above 

The  reach  of  human  power,  though  not  of  human  love. 

Vainly  philosophy  may  strive  to  teach 
The  secret  of  thy  being.    Its  faint  ray 

Misguides  our  steps.    Beyond  the  utmost  reacli 
Of  it-"  untiring  wing  the  eternal  day 

Of  truth  is  shining  on  the  longing  eye. 

Distant,  unchanged,  changeless,  pure,  and  high. 

And  yet  thou  hast  not  left  thyself  without 

A  revelation.    All  we  feel  and  see 
Within  US  and  around  forbids  to  doubt, 

Yet  speaks  so  darkly  and  mysteriously 
Of  what  we  are  and  shall  be  evermore, 
We  doubt  and  yet  believe,  and  tremble  and  adore. 


At  tLe  summer  scliool  for  languages  in  Am- 
herst last  summer  tLe  class  in  Hebrew  were 
reading  one  day  tLe  episode  of  Balaam's  ass. 


CAUGHT  IN  HIS  OWN  TEAP. 

"Men  will  sliam  any  complaint  nowadays  to 
avoid  tLeir  work,"  said  our  wortLy  skipper,  as 
Le  sat  at  tLe  Lead  of  tLe  breakfast  table  on 
our  first  day  out.  "I  Lad  a  fellow^  once  wLo 
pretended  to  Lave  lamed  Limself  wlien  we 
were  about  Lalf-way  out  to  Calcutta;  and  Le 
di<l  it  so  well  tLat  nobody  ever  suspected  Lim 
a  bit,  till  one  niglit  tLere  was  a  false  alarm  of 
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fire,  and  the  way  that  lame  man  flow  np  tlic 
ladder  would  have  astonished  an  acrobat." 

"  Well,"  said  I,*' you  renienihcr  that  story 
of  the  Irishman  who  went  ahout  Diihlin  with 
'Pity  the  poor  blind'  on  a  board  round  his 
neck,  and  made  quite  a  j^ood  trade  of  it,  till  at 
last  one  of  the  people  wlio  used  to  jjive  to  him 
met  him  in  a  by-atreet,  stepping  along  like  a 
prize  pedestrian. 

"'You  old  humbug!'  cried  he,  'you  see  as 
well  as  I  do.' 

"'Sure,  thin,'  says  Paddy,  looking  down  at 
the  'blind'  board  that  he  carried,  'they've 
hung  the  wrong  boord  on  me  to-da}'  by  mis- 
take.    It's  (leaf  and  dumb  I  am.'  " 

"  Well,  I  once  saw  something  almost  as  good 
as  that  myself,"  said  my  right-haiul  neighbor, 

Professor  T ,  "  when  I  was  on  a  visit  to  my 

friend  Dr.  L ,  in  the  east  of  France.    There 

was  a  great  conscription   going  on  just  then 

for  the  Crimean  war,  and  L had  to  test 

the  recruits  as  they  came  in,  to  see  whether 
they  were  fit  for  service. 

"Now  among  these  fellows  there  was  one 
fine,  sturdy  Auvergnat,  just  the  stuti'  for  a  sol- 
dier, if  he  hadn't  unluckily  been  stone-deaf. 
So  he  said,  at  least,  and  it  certainly  appeared 
to  be  true,  for  all  the  tests  that  they  applied 
to  him  couldn't  make  him  give   any  sign   of 


hearing  a  bit.  /  fnlly  believed  Ids  case  to  be 
giMinine;  but  I  couhl  set»  by  the  twinkle  in 
Dr.  L 's  eye  that  lie  diiln't. 

"  '  That  '11  do,  my  man,'  said  L to  him  at 

last,  in  a  low  voice.  'You're  too  deaf  to  be  of 
any  use  to  us.     You  can  go.' 

"Instantly  the  recruit,  forgetting  hims«'lf 
in  his  gh'c  at  having  got  oil  so  easily,  s]irang 
towanl  the  door  like  a  cat. 

'''Not  so  fast,  my  tine  fellow,'  shouted  tlu^ 
recruiting  otlicer;  'if  you  can  h«'.ar  that,  you're 
not  too  deaf  for  the  army.  You're  a  miglity 
cunning  rogue,  but  this  time  wr'v*'  <au^hr  you 
in  your  own  trap.'"  David  Ki:u, 


A  student  of  "S(iuire"  Farley,  a  distinguish- 
ed lawyer  of  (iroton,  Massachusetts,  says  to 
the  Sfjuire  one  day,  "1  cannot  uiulerstand  how 
circumstantial  evidence  ean  be  stronger  than 
positive  testimony.'' 

"I  will  illustrate  it,"  said  the  Squire.  "My 
milkman  l»rings  me  a  can  of  milk,  and  says, 
'S(iuire,  I  know  that  is  jmre  milk,  for  I  milked 
it  from  the  cow,  washed  the  can  thoroughly, 
strained  it  into  the  can,  and  nobody  else  has 
handled  it.'  Now  when  I  take  the  stopper 
from  the  can,  out  leaps  a  bull-frog.  Surely 
the  fro;r  is  stronger  evidence  than  the  man." 


A  LENTEN   PROBLEM. 


Gladys  La  Mobe.   "  Why,  Dolly,  my  dear,  you  surely  haven't  forsotten  that  the  Lenten  services  com- 
nee  to-dav  '    I  expected  to  find  voii  all  ready  in  that  awfully  swell  suit  of  yours.     Wliat  is  the  mattei  ? 
Dotty  Debitt    '-Well,  dear,  I  wonder  If  it  has  ever  occurred  to  you  that  when  one's  costume  is  so 


Gi 
mence 

complete!  nndthe  youn'ff  assistant  Vector 'so^'^sweetly  charming,  perhaps  It  might  be  one's  duty  to  deny 
one's  self  through  Lent  and  stay  at  home." 


